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The Foor Laws embodied the attempts by successive 

English parliaments to deal with poverty. These laws were 

the major means used by the state to taeet the problems 

presented to society by the existence of the unemployed, 

the under, aid, the sick,, the old, tb* widowed and orphan 

and lllagiti-13 :* child ?»;Q. 

The bapis of these laws f'urirr cbe 1815-jC perioo 

*'ss the Micabetbarj iloor Law Act o M * i, In the roore 

than two hundred years fince its enactment a bewildering 

variety of methods of administering relief had developed. 

The rapid and continuous -else 1̂  oor Law 

expenditures in the iraoed*fitfc poaL-w^r years and in the 

left half of cbe l&iO's coupled with vŜ at s»orae believed 

to be the wastefulness and inhu»na<iity of the syatam belpe 

create a demand for s>om& sort of reiorm of the laws. 

Despite the demands tor retorts little cbanepss were 

effected by Parliament in the Foor Laws In the period. >> 

considerable debase develops in. tie country and in 
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Parliament over the extent to vbleh reform of the Foor 

Laws v«» necessary• 

The economist* advocated the gradual abolition of 

the Poor Laws. Their arguaents were based on a general 

presumption against government intervention in the economy 

and speeilieally on the £S8ieJ&j#;uata principle oi' population 

and the wages fund theory. In agreement with the ecoao-

sletfi over the neeo to abolish the Poor Lave were a 

number of €ow*ons Committees and individual Meters of 

Parliament. 

The successive Tory gwewwenta and a number o£ 

individual Haters of i*mt\.tmmmt wre opposed to any 

radical reform of the foor Laws. There la however ®osm 

evidence of a fsovesaent toward® a eompro®i.ae after 1322. 

How far the supporters of radical reform uii the 

Poor Lavs were influence-1 by the eeonoseist* la difficult 

to ascertain. For the ruling elasaes there wan a clear 

economic beneiit to be derived iv&® the abolition of the 

Poor Laws. The reduction of the poor rate would redound 

to the advantage oi ooat property owners*« There M M too, 

a clear social and policies! gsain no &m derived t.y the 

sae«bers of the middle elewi by the *aovea»#at towarda a 
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snore individual is t ic society. 

In these circumstances i t la probable that the 

ideas of the ecoaocaiscs only pla/ed a secondary rote in 

influencing the thftupHbts an-J actions of the reformers. 

Bo%<*v*r the economists did provi 1e tb* abol i t ieoiata with 

the argBSMKita to attack the retftationiat poaifcicm. Tfeey 

also defined ebe noat iafluetstial a l ternat ive to the 

retention o* the Poor Lai". Othex ^@&®ibii4«.iea tir^ed by 

Curwen and Oven met wltte ®cant uiscuaaion durirag the 

period. 

La ejtssiiaing tbia period of the history oi English 

Poor Lav i t in s t r iking that so l i t t l e work has be©** done 

on the period since the qtoiwaental w&zk of the wahtee 

except for J . E. *e«ater*a l ^ t o 3 L § l £ l i S S g £ l J B * 1 

Foynter*# book cam too l a t e to incorporate b l* ideas into 

the h&&f of th i s tbesla» 

Most of the work of th is thesla waa done in 

Toronto. I am grateful to the ataff* of the l ib ra r i e s o r 

lhm4 B. Webb, English .Local flgyay^yat,* Vola. VII and 
V l l i , Lowdon, Oxlord. 

J . ** i'oyufce*. ^ g l i ^ l » J i l t w l » M & t e > **<»»«** teatledfa 
amd Megan ftsel, 1969* P. $67, j w i . 
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Toronto end tori* U n i v e r s i t i e s , 0®/;©©*% Sai l* mt& oi the 

e l t i e a ot icarbosrotjgh and Toronto '"or t h e i r .'onerous 

a s s i s t a n c e . 1 a/a a l so ^ery micfc indebted tr -\y >:fo®»'iH 

d i r e c t o r , ?t\>fessor dm* .$»»•>•* ^ r t o m , OK bif< p«rcei>c?s« 

edvice and j ' j - ' i c i w.s eoc aura ,«ar*£̂  C s,r~ vo Jua -l-vir* r an 

Pt*©£eesc*r Harcei Ravelin and she * te f i ^ the fiiasorv 

J3epar£a*ent o> the Uriverai tv $4 v tcavs vt*o vr«k,::@>J ijae 

t i . . .- t j iocple*,^ t b i s £lra*is. 
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iMM, If*kM„^ if,', .31 u..-,^ 

Methods and forraa of poor relief dwrinw the perio'' 

IBIS to 183© show a bewildering variety* The administra­

tion of relief on the otiter hand was comparatively simple 

and straightforward — there being but three basic types 

— the closed vestry, the ec^paratlvely de*«oeretie open 

vestry and the boards oi ^aardiana. 

The controlling eeeoey of the Peoe Laws <m& 

usually the parisib — of «?tti«h there were m'mmt 1$»,$0O in 

England and Male®. The pariah necessarily IWKI a small 

population, as late a« 1831 four-fifths of the pactsfeet 

had fetser than £®0 Pesdliea each. The P̂ssor Lew admini­

stration was based ©u Section 1 of the Elizabethan $et of 

1601. By this statute the Justices of the feaec w©r* to 

London; 0Kford« 1#29» Vol. v u t P. 1M>. 

^4J £•» C. 2, i% fe. AMbrott and ii. 4;re©ton*Th«»«a, XĴ , 
Iteellab.. .fr«ac"Lew. A?****, tod. ed.j LondoAi Katgfcc and Co., 
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nominate annually two to four substantial bonaebaldera who 

were to serve with the churchwarden® &» the overseers of 

the poor for each parish. Tb« overseers were to be ree* 

pan Bible to the twgletrates tM the relief of the poor 

end were to raise money lor that purpose frea l#eel taxa­

tion* a>ub«e^u#ot enactments and practice passed the poweif 

of granting relief to the fairly deaoeretie open vestry 

which consisted of the evereeeYs as*** ratepayer* of the 

parish." && the burdens of the office of ©verwer, which 

*«as unpaid agut annual, increase*' daring the eighteenth an4 

early nineteeath century cue task becaae increasingly 

o&erous and unpopular* The open vestry «#&a held to be 

4 
irresponsible in that it WAS too ready to gjeant telief• 

In order to dlninlefc this generosity and to in* 

crease the influence of the wealthy, parishes were given 

tba power to establish select or representative veetries. 

H and k V, and M.t C. a, S. 2, and 9 0. 1, C. 7, S. 1. 
Report from Hie HaJeetvla. CowaJisiqoare For. Xr^i.rim„.Mto, 
The '^aAnietwitiwi ^ad. Pya^ttoi Qp#mti» Qg.alw.yaor. 
Laws. London: fellowee, IBM, P. 10?. 

Hf 39 0. Ill, €. 12, ;;. i, B^:^,^Slt^J^AIIM 
_ „v • .'."•" " "" j,mimm% 
Lsmdmi Oaor^e %ps» end ^ » fctahan, 1819, P. $57* 
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These select vaatr les were to ©omelet of not aware tfeea 

twenty and not less than f i ve representatives* In vot ing 

for the representatives, a systea of p lu ra l voting on the 

basis of poor rate aaaeseaeat was ins t i tu ted* Paid assis­

tant overseers could also be appointed, the repsfeeaiitatlva 

vestry did not bewawev prove to be very popular* After 

reaching a aaxJLasjn mrabes of 1 # M i n l£2e, i t began to 

diminish thereaf ter .6 

The th i rd kind of Foor Law administrative structure 

wee established by OUbest'e M l Of IMZJ By th is statute 

parishes were permitted to ua l t * lor the purpose of admtoi* 

star ing poor r e l i e f . f*aid guardiitns, appointed by the 

aegistvatae*. were to take * * *« the teak of granting r e l i e f 

whi ls t the overseer® wexw only l e f t the teak of aaeeeaitig 

and co l lec t ing the poor ra te . 1® 1S34 the t o t a l ms^s? of 

G i lber t ' s Act oaieae en l * aeauBtad to $7 eaferaaiaf 924 

parishes, mainly i n rur&l d i s t r i c t s in south-east England, 

East A la l i a , the HI41aitd@9 '«eetsserUa4 aad Yorkshire.8 

Ill G. MS, C* S3, E* da Schwalraitst, 
giWafl- awi;,i&> Earnest «t* Talk, 19*1* *. 
§S# He l l i ng , tlsa.flocy. Haidafiaaat Sent County Council, « 4 * 
t . aoi sebwaiMts, ^ o # i k J ^ » *• «u * * • . toil 

f t . i , ?7m* 
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In addition to the select and open veatriea m*& 

the Gilbert unions, Parliament had established by a mw&mr 

of local acta a variety of adminlatrationa snob airSeleet 

Vestry of t&e Pariah of St* Oeorge1® Hanover Square and the 

Boards of Guardians of tbe City ef Bristol.9 

One of the duties of the Foor La*? administrations 

was that of raising nomey from local taxation* Tbe ElJUa-

betban statute had enacted that the costs of poor relief 

should be defrayed fret® the taxation of the local and 

visible property . Whatever the intent of the statute, in 

praetiee tbe burden bad been placed almost exclusively on 

land end houses . Fundboldera, profitsaakers and ship* 

owners were exempted fro© tbe rates.1*1 The poor rate was 

levied on tbe occupier ami not the owner of the property 

though labourers* cottages In the country were frequently 

Huml <jmm*Vm tf flit fmi §§1mm ^wrtff W ~ 
18^4* ad. 1. K. Butcher, Bristols Bristol Record Society, 

1932, t. 2*3* nnf mwwMJmm M.MymtsmAfMk 4 A 
jtfn PammaLmJimJ^KJmaf* *-©**£«*«* «. /«w, iff?, 

IIU, Vol* LL£, London: Jteldwln Crad* 
deck and Jay, 181S, where the Report of tbe Select Cotaaittea 
cm tbe Foes Laws of 181? la produced in its entirety, ?# 2&?# 
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exempt. In tbe cheaper tenements in wmy town®, tbe taw 

could not be collected* Yet the proprietors got a rent 

which is increased in the e«act proportion of tbe rate 

which is due, but impossible to collect . In tbe tsamtfac-

turi&g cities this tax evasion was a serious problem 

leading to a movement from tbe foor Law authorities of 

sosse of timm -«• such as Sir&j£t$bafa, Manchester and Coventry 

•• to rate owners when, tbe occupiers* could not g>ay. la 

some cases tbe poor rate reached such proportions that it 

became unprofitable to £&na the lead acid estates were left 

uxcjltlvated. In 1332 in tbe p&xishea of Lanbaja and 

Ardiagly in &eat, md Hinckley in Leicestershire s©a*e ef 

tbe Land was not famed because of tbe poor rate. 1st 

Buckinghamshire, tbe eneire lead of tbe parish of Chela®-

U 
15 

bury was uncultivated to 1&13* Laatiaal, Shropshire wee 

in a similar predicmaeat In 1817, 

Mjflmnai Mmimv,* *«*. *• 249-270. 
l3g£s t rea ty 's to«dsM^»c.f.« >'. 64. 

^SfliBMtfo.to^^ fry. Mf i%l,Wftt!$, 

the Ftsar Laws. Loudent fi. M. r^. 0 . , 1&37* *'. 84*?2. 

Haxcb 1st* 1017* 
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with tbe rapi 1 *.im i<* the ̂ 1'ice of wheat, © %a«;.c 

staple in diet, Foor Law expenditures rose rapidly between 

tbe 1780's aa I U'lJ — mo'-e Umi trilling o reach aeven 

million poinds. Between lil.. and 181 > *coc -«au expendi­

tures dlmiaiaMed with tbe decline in rfbeat. prices and a 

resurgence in economic activity baaed largely on the 

expected ô -u*,.̂  oZ £orei^u .arkets. % r,»is e<vectetion 

failed to saaterialxic. The deciioc in deia&nci for military 

supplies and the 'Jeaiobili&ation oi soldiers an . sailors i*t 

1&15 producer lar^e-scale un&itployuent *n 181 J, Li 17 and 

1818* Hence loor Law expenditures rose raplUly co reach 

a maxlwum of seven and .* half million pounds i<> iliiS* 

Thereafter the expend!cures declined to five and a half 

17 
million in the raid twenties but increased again to 1834.*' 

~;,pendltures on tbe poor varied greatly from place to 

place bein$ generally hirJ- Lv the south and east of 

En land and low in tbe n^rth and west, in U-JJ in Bedford­

shire the annual expenditure was lt>/ll per beao of popula­

tion; in Buckinrinaashire, l*>/i; in Berkshire, 14/2; 

In Cambridge, 12/8; in Cheshire, 6/lU; in Cornwall, 5/U 

*&„. D. Gayer, «". w. Rostow and A. fechwarts;, grjgtJijyatf, 
Fluctuations of the BMMA.,JdS^W ITSk^SQ, Vol. 1, 
Cxford, Clar^peon Press, 19""', r. 111. 

3-?See Appendix I, 



11 

in Cunfearland, 5/6. 

Tbe level of poor expenditure «r«sate«! a ^VVMC deiil 

of opposition *« not ̂ rly because a* its aswuaL nut alao 

because ^' it? inevitable personal ano Lae&i t**i*k> e<\CK. 

In general tbe administrative structure aac tbe 

levying vf the local poor rate® were reiat&vely $ifepi*i fa^r. 

unco- p ilea ted. Tb€ distribution oi" pQ®x relic-, on the 

other band shote-v very ;̂ reat variation irom one part oi 

tbe kltvvotj t"> the other* Section t oi tbe j«ii»abe ti.ru* 

Act or 1601 define*-? which persons were to be relieves by 

tbe overseers, belief *#»» to be areata^ to tbe &j$c«t» leu* 

and impotent. Tbe unemployed able*bo*iled anu enliven 

vera t^ be «et tc wortr. By Section 3 of tbe ̂ ct poar 

children co«lr? be bewn-d as apprentices* ay faction 4 of 

tbe 'ct overseer® were empowered to erect bouses cot tne 

19 
relief of the poor. 

Between 1«IJ> nn& l&>w distributi**** ai r e l i e s took 

on a ^ rea t va r i e ty or i o w s t Ibere were u»u broa^ cists-

s l f i c a t i o n a of r e l i e s - * indoor auii outdoor* Ibe Xortwr 

http://ti.ru*
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descr ib ing the condi t ion whereby the poor were ^rarutad re« 

l i e f in the workhouse, or eoerbouse and the l a t t e r a l l 

o ther kind* of r e l i e f . 

The p w r house bad l i t t l e order or d i a e i p i u i e . 

I t consis ted usua l ly oi a cot taga or «ev#r'«l c o t t e r s , 

used ind i sc r imina te ly m Ire® lodgings for mm of the 

par i sh pens ioners , us an occasional receptac le for the 

disabled and s i c * &&& m a temporary s h e l t e r io r fc£&&p§ 

£0 

and t o r paupers a^&ttisH *ei*ov«l to otbei par ishes . 

&e&uel %hitoread tbe brewer, was iateicaata^ l a tbe cendi* 

ti-an ot the poor. Eis e s t a t e a#eofc*& repor t o^ tbs pooe 

bouse in the uar taa zi iaysef , »e<2iord«hire, e l s ? reveals 

a condit ion oi f i l t h and d i so rde r . 

fbe s**»rkboy#e was a .$ucfe ms»re jU<$>orlant i a s t i t u -

t&wn i'or the r e i i e i oi the poor* By tbe besinnin;-; of the 

n ine teen th century , i t biu'" superceded *s>o&t of tbe poor 
21 

bouses. Between ISIS and 1!*18 fsur thaues/-"" an-'i ninety* 
four par i shes -s&xtitained the grea ter par t oi vbeir poor in 

wrkb&uses *— tbe nuAmt *w#ra#ia£ 9a,142 persona*"' 

m i n i o n W W * .1111111 ' i* in I I I Mi" a«BMWm>»*..<w*a*»***-

2*&tt*» *• 2is. 
22g)>Port.. fgjaa,_%fe,n EeUcj; ^ftjaifeSaa, m Xkm Am,K M&%* 
C I M i ) , Bouse of Ccenaone^ >tarcb IB 13, P . 11* 
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During th© period 1O1J>*J0 the workhouse bad severa l sji&» 

t i a c t uses — as a place lor the p ro f i t ab l e employment of 

tbe poar, as a de t e r r en t and a© en asyiuaa 4 or the impotent 

Tbe pooj &»h£ ware frequently re l ieved in the work­

house vero tbe ch i ld ren , the ^l t ' , tbe chronica l ly infirm 

aa-^ tbe l una t i c s o r **be i 'Hoss . in ^@n«r*i, tbe admini­

s t r a t i o n of toe •korfciwua*. we® l a x . There v«s fretjuently no 

at tempt t*. ai&«i»ify tbe poor or to separate tbe scares • The 

a I T of the overseers v«s eaereiy to feeej* the poor a l i v e . 

The **orVteouse *ms dis t inguished i"r««s cbe p^jr 

bouse b / i t s provis ion -»! a c*wr»on ^ i e t , a cofsaon d i s c i ­

p l ine an« oulajs tmf ei. the cont ro l Ot a governor or matron. 

*ttenfsi> t c provide woflf in tbe w>r*tbouee a* a «aeana o» 

p r^ - i t nn ly «aaplo/ir»** the paor were sporadica l ly t r i e d 4az~ 

i n ; the per iod . Liverpool worfebewee «winu fee tared cot ton 

c l o t h . iM&n4al workhouse began the *aa«u#«ctuw& of coarse 

aaeiclTis; in l^J . ""* ^taplehur«t pro<*uced eaeee., bags and 

l e a t h e r goods. in ^aaea, oakum picfcln^ an*1 tbe otanu-

**H*«bb, SfieaJLSaSttffiSsta^ **• i» *• a a 0 -
2 % a i l i n i , flfce, foor. f . 1§5. 
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f ea tu re of sack®, ropaa and canvas were &wmm workb*suae 

occupations* "* in genera l , tbe bepe o i taaking the poor 

provide for t h e i r mm upkeep did not **eei witu success . 

Tbe rule£ vcxied Cross p lac* t o p l ace . -u. toe over­

seers wssr© oenevoleatiy inc l ined , tue u ie ta ry v:oul ae 

l i b e r a l with perhaps perttleaida to r.^k® and *s siiow®ne« 

o£ beer o r g i n . tbe **erk house w&® irequen'wl^ ^VCE-C£A>.»C J . 

I t ves estlrasated t h a t tbe H r l s t ^ i v€u;khou»£. JOUI, ' take zX 

insaetea comfortably yet be-tweea 1&2& and !£,;«, 42%. xur.ate*' 

wis tbe iovrest estl*''* fce ot usssifeers. v>oaet I •;«*.* tLc i*Uet 

in he workhouse was b e t t e r tbau tW one the inoepen te^-

labourer eoyl*3 aitord.*" lii&*» tome La^ Cu<a *«&&.!.,. ex;&> tx*» 

praased t h e i r disapprobation M eb« workfej^se in the 

fol lo^i t i '-ay 

. . . l a («y Is-" -ne '&*&&ter /,«^ &&/ ^ r u«*t«ĵ  *.?«̂  -JCJL-
fe^yse i s a larjise al»sfeou#e, in which the yv-ng a re 
sramctw j.n JLui«net*$v i»aoi'*t»£^, a , i y*x&; .he •*? 1* «• 
no4s.e% staintained in slugf&sh sensual indolence; 
the a^c* «?** <f>*> respectable «r (^i«'i ' C1 #11 >J"€ 
misery tha t i s inc ident to c'weiliaf in such a 

Feog. Le%» Wvkm* I". < • ^li.j.: jund Go., f*ui. I l l , ioty), f, V 
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society, without government or c lass i f ica t ion , 
and tbe whole body of inmates subsisted on food 
far exceeding both in kind and in amount, not merely 
tbe d ie t o£ tbe independent labourer, font that of 
tbe saajorlty of tbe persons wbo contribute to 
thei r support.2® 

Tbe wrkhous® was, in some caaet, used a® a deter-

ent and as & taeans of rfetersining the e l i g i b i l i t y of tbe 

pauper for re l i e f . Thl® 'workhouse principle* wee to 

fora one of tbe bases of the reforaas introduced by tbe 

1334 Foor Law v«enck«nt Act, Reforms using tbe w»khou»e 

as a deterrent were introduced by Gieorge Nicholls in 

Southwell (Nettin^jbejMhlre), publicised by him in tbe 

Hott^afeaa Journal in IB21 and advocated by tbe Eeveread 

J . Boaworth, vicar of L i t t l e aarwotf, Bueklngbaaisbire.2^ 

Nicholls ' approacb tass outlined in bis ilia tor v, of, the 

SlWlWft *%m Vm* «!• workhouse principle 

. . .consis ted in so regaleting parish re l ief , as 
to ensure i t s aoo-aceeptafice unless under c i r ­
cumstances oi: actual wmxt, eueb vmnz heiag a t 
tbe sane t ine always certain of i iadiag tbe 
re l ie f of ^hicb i t stood la need. i i J 

2%ee tbe review of Soflworth'e esbaeblat in tbe Gefltie«ro*g 
f t . 1, Jum 1829, I*. 328-S^. ~ ~ ™ 

30gir George Hicboiie, , l l l f i , »y , ,9.,i ,.,#m ^MaUffft • .̂ ftffiK .Itfat* 
Sew Texfcs 1898, Vol* I I , 0. P. Fatnaa*s Soas, P. 2Jfe. 
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la this nay there should be nothing to tenpt people to 

look to tbe pariah inefcaad oi relying QU their mm e«er-

31 
tions.1 E«»ploy«*e»t oi paupers, paymeato oi pauper teat®* 

and allowances to tbe able-bodied employed workers were all 

abolished by itai, Tbe lex administration oi tbe verithouse 

«es abolished. The building ®n& yards enclosed by feaii»» 

a competent asastt-r mm matron appoints and a set of 

rules establishes, Belie* was o«iiy granted to those vho 

catered tbe workhouse, itb the restraints am tbe paupers, 

they were uowlliia^. to eater usiles® absolutely forced by 

pressure of «Jlre me#4. la this w®f tbe poor rata dtala* 

isberi. Siehoils* approach wee similar to that adopted in 

1018 by the Severe®*! Robert Lowe la tbe aaarby tmm of 

12. 
Slagbaa* Nichollg* methods taere a^optaC In tbe parishes 

at Way (Gloucestershire)* feaiaace (Cornwall), bt« feet* 

burgb (Derbyabire) sad Oeokbaw. 

HichoU*' approach of using the workhouse as a 

teat of need for relief and as a deterrent to those who 

32J. 0. Harebell, '"the Ifottlaibaj&aMr© leforwers and their 
Contribution to tbe lev foor Law", ^msml&MMM^XjBr 
view. Ssjeeod Seriea, Vol. Kill, If#-!%!, I. J88, 
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would use it did aot spread wry widely in tbe IMi*1®. A 

variety of taetbode for graattog outdoor relief was prac­

ticed la tbe 15 years following tbe end of tbe Hapaleoal© 

Max*. The various raetbo<I* for relieving paupers include*! 

apprenticeship fchemes for pauper children, a ayeten of 

doles mti penaions, tbe eiaploymat of tbe ehle-hedie*! and 

tbe subsidisation of images fr&m tbe poor rate. 

The system of apoveatiolnf; paaper cMi«bre« bad 

been sasictiô ed by Section 1 of tbe Ellaabetbaa Act of 

1801. Three apprenticeship a* toads were u«e4 during tbe 

period. Individual children could be boua«f to a aaster la 

consideration of a premium. Fauper children could be 

allot©3 araemg tbe ratepayers of tbe parish who were coffin 

pellet to accept them or pay a fine. Children coul-i be 

seat la large audbers to awr l« faotoriea. tbe last of 

these three ssetboda seat with considerable objectleae Jfresi 

ssagistrates of Yorkahlr* a©4 Laoeaabire heeauae at the in* 

busaaaity of tbe system. Its investigation by a select 

committee of tbe liouaa of Ceasseae led to an act i« l&le 

which limited tbe distances to which «blla,re» ooulw1 b* 

mmm of <kmmmm> 19 May 1815, V. 6-7 • 
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easts, en aepsreaticesi eau <m4® the jasbieea direct ly re»$N»* 

aibla Cor the i r waliare* tbe ayateai ef 4 Hoc lag peaeer 

ehilorea aaoag ratepayer* varied grewtljr treat place Le 

place, la sosse, children ware allocated by l o t , l a others . 

by tbe ajaount oi a« iit*fivt<s**ai' # poor rate* the al iaaa* 

t ioa system wea »y»t*§sati©aily employed 4a a l l aari^haa 

frees Cornwall t» ferliaMre. £auoe* abiWrea* b rewer , 

bee a bad cqputataoa a&« ea^lofwr* occanioaally pre$err«4 

others a» aaareoeieee * la ftfftetel, a i t e r afeoet le&i, 

shipmasters preiarred new-pauper ebil^raa as aqsermtteea *~ 

ewea though tbey has! to pay a "U> fine far each aomf-a^aer 

*p#te&feiee. ibe gyatea at aapreatiaeabip of pauper 

eblldree even af te r tbe passage oi the 1$1& act was far 

fro® ideal* The appreatiee *e» caught MMMM* mmvmmm 

who * ought to get r id oi bin a* bar ae expeditiously an 

£ea«4&l* e»c; an eetployar w$» eeo^bt to wtSee b i s or bar 

pravtde a p r e i l t as fuic&ly m easel*!*, 

n$b <J. 111. C. U 9 , *>• 1, 2, 7S, 

»yre and ^trafeaa, 181bA Vol. VI, P. 
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The ®y®tera of apprenticeship appealed to overseer® 

as beiag a «seaas of reducing cost*. J l a l l a r re«oa*s 

assisted too, a t l eas t i n i t i a l l y , Cos: the graafcl&g of pe«» 

aioas to widows, ami to the iopotent* la title way tbe 

overseer couisi pi.y less than the aexKmt wbi&h *ouid be 

uecetsary for the upkeep ot tbe pauper l a the workfcouee* 

I t was c^iite coupon to graat p&n&ton® to widows of aa^uata 

rsagiag frosa 1/ - to ^/* a w£«a& an-'* i.rually I/a for each 

legitimate &u*.* 2 / - for each i l legi t imate chile1. Am c t 

of ISOj> required that & ŝTî kly eli0**u<ce wa« to be granted 

to tbe wi.e of each sall i t ia .aan called isp lor service.^* 

la *Q8w cases re l ief was granted in ki*K*. la tbe parish 

oi Tyaoe, ^ rwicksbi re , &$aiatasee wa® cccasioaaily grafted 

la tbe for© oi sbel tar , fuel oc furni ture , la Suffolk aad 

Surrey, hx* £taclea&., cue ox tbe Assistant f'oor Law S©a»is-

s ioaars , ...ounu tbe eay&eat of paupera* reat *«& universal 

i a 1834 .^ tir. tvaeay, also an ' s e l t t a a t CosajBise loiter, 

^ r t b « r Wilfred Aebby, ^ A & i r M . J ^ ^ ^ 
^ ^ t e i l i m t o n t e l , , * t e W f f # t o TUaflUlt Oafords CI area* 
doa, 1912, r . 144~S; ^laakay, fcRftl^fifr roojEjLjw. I'. 53 j 

3%$ 6. 1X1, € . 4 7 * £Ue «®i©vy, B^M&LJ&LMII* Lendeoj 
goaa, 1960, V. 3iw. 
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fooad tbe practice of paylug root ' to prevail to a greater 

or less degree throughout the neat 'udiag ' •",l La Ch#vea» 

inq lavieb in Kent, coei was sold by tbe parish to the 

poor a t pritae coat during the winter of 1821. B«i&u» 

desert parish (^arvicfeaaire) gave r*w£ity*aiae hundred 
42 velgbts oi coal to tbe poor in Lful* Craribreoke parisb 

b u i l t cottages for tbe poor la i®i!fc because of tbe high 

cost of ren t . ' ' 

Tbe contract system TO® one oi the &setba4« u«ed 

especially before 1815 c£ gett ing rid oi the odiua aad 

problem of rel ieving tbe poor, iar ishes would oe&traet 

v i tb individuals to provide for vo f̂ca etui eftUUfcaa, luna­

c ies , tbe sick e t c . la some saaes a l l of tbe poor stare 

contracted out . Tbe hundred rn.mll pariabea of tbe c i ty 

of Loudon used th i s sMsthofl for iadoor r e l i e f . The 

^Ibid.. *. i§. 

I, f. 1*4 • 

^William Cooper, Tbe, ffaeoxAa. of 8ejwidefls).Rt>.. llsaUg»ln« 
Leeds: J ma 'bitebeerf, 19 i i , *. si. 

**vebb, t*mi gsmtimw* **• *» *• ay-» 

http://rn.mll
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abases of tbe system led to its regulation Its 1815. 

The systems of poor relief around which tsoet of 

the dieeveeioo centred in the early 1800*e were tbe pro­

vision of work tor the unemployed and tbe subsidisation of 

^agaa frow tbe poor rata. The latter ay#t«a of imllf % 

usually caller el*© i.p4\Msr<wi*iK' -vate® !»#&*«# itlaespresg 

aifcfcr it® aoop&ioa 1» ifcwsbury, Berkshire on the etb ©£ 

Hay IH~*. Urn *bia«:Lcee toother with aevaral discreet 

persoas agreed to Make up the wegee of tbe labourers 

aaeordla^ to a scale <iepe***eet <m the price of corn ead 

tea else oi toe fatsiiy. They decided tbet, 

obem cbe Gallia Loaf of Secoad £qualityj Hour, 
weighing 8 lb* 11 ore* aball coat I i< 
Thea every p^or end industrious imtb eball have 

for bis o*m support 3 <s. weekly, (either produced 
hy bis oea or hie family's labour ot an »lle%*ace 
frost the poor ratei am; for tbe support of bis 
wife aad every ether of bis family, la* ^ »!, 

*be« tbe €tellom Loaf shall cost 1 a* 4 d, 
Tbeas every po&r ao* induatriooa a*® ahail have 

4 i, J d, weekly for his owe, and I s * and 10 d, 
for tbe support of every other of bit family. 

4%y 43 6. in , c 54, siehoiu, tmMtiuzswJaazL* 
vol. n , f. 1^8. 

^MMU&MMMimi „ WftlllWMtt* <Ue\Ht»*i) ed. >• . /.opin-
a l l asci a* Aaitfeaoy Keith, London: Lyre «$d fepottlswoode, 
I». 414. The nmrm of tbe ®y«t@$a caiae fvoa the part of 
Se«ims?s *- dpaanbeailand — <*here the .aagiatraces net* 
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i*&d so in proportion, m the price of bread 
r i s e or f a i l s ( that i® to aay) 3 d, to tbe own, 
&md 1 d* to every other of tbe fatally, on every 
I d . «4iicb the loaf r iae above 1 s.^7 

Similar scales imm adopted to uauay area®, after 

1815 when the sa*sle# beg&a to be cc^si/Jaxe'-J to be in­

jurious and expersisiv© t tere was a ^ove*&e»t &>* timm: the 

scale oi rel ief*4 S 

Tbe Berkshire J u s t i c e ?««etia§ was tsailed because 

of the * great inequality oi labourer®s wages end the i*» 

suffieleocy o£ tbe aasse for tbe tiecesaary support of an 

industrious m&a a&d hie l az i ly . Hha*y parishes bad not 

"advanced their labourer®* $reakly p^f in proportion to 
43 the very biajb price or' c©ru amd provis ions ' . 

Tbe met ing agreed that tbe s t a te of tbe puor re* 

ejaired "further as$i#tas@e than bad beam 'generally 

given ' . The vli ie^read adaption oi the ^peeaJytoiiand 

System «ee fac i l i t a ted and expedited by tbe paaaiag of 

*%aadla#s in.^®mi*L..mJ -imiM, History. c \ Mlebeel •*, 
Flina, London* MaaMillan, l#u4» V. l i . n 
**K«bb, Locjfcl QfflfHUMMk* Fc» l» *• W2"v-

^Advertise«ent la the jjhta^lfty. Jtoaugy. ZO April 1^5 , 
frail** Historical .HocBastnfti* Vol. X 1, p . 414* 

$%in«te© of tb# itfeetltte; of tbe Eertdbire Justices & f 6, 
1715, Ibid*. J . 414. 
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an e a t which allowed tbe grant ing of outdoor r e l i e f t o tbe 

poor*5* Tbe taagis t ta taa could, of course , have decided t o 

a t tempt soa© other oeaas for the relic< jf tbe poor. Tbey 

bad coaaidered sot&e * :rn J ranimis a 1 * regula t ion but 

bad r e j ec t ed i t ca bel?.* inexpedient . Tbe tvJIiol* rse^l* 

a t r a t e s on the other band bad resolved, ' t ha t the aeadbera 

zor t h i s coaaty be re^ue^ted 5»y the ch4aixi«ia to brin«. a 

b i l l i n to £ariia.M3>tt so to r e f l a t e the ^ r i ce m labour 

t h a t i t ssay f luc tua te with the prica? o*„ own* «"* A mtniyauta 

wa&e o l l l was In t rc .*se«! l a the Souse e>f Oeaeioms by ?«a&a*el 

*4*itbra&d, C a r l e s Orey end this M.Pg. ?ois ^ £ f o i k . i t w&* 

however re jec ted without 0 d iv is ion in both 17% end when 

i t was reintroduced in i*id<D* *M«,t*a o^paait ion to tbe 

IA»W b i l l ecboed h ie pos i t ion as cbe 17fS b i l l * ' "tie 

mmstism now proposed str^CiS. bint &g h i^bly ijgwroper. i t 

&emi t o introduce l e g i s l a t i v e i n t e r i e r e a c e in to th&e whisfe. 

ought t o be allowed invar lea ly to te«*e ifte a# tura l 

% , , <j. i l l , C. 23, Aeebrott, &aliSlLi«lJ««-iE 
f. It. 
s**ebb, t j oc j l ^aa^^ ia^ . Ft. 1, *, 174, 
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course. . . " 

An al ternat ive way of dealing with fche problem of 

lot* wages %*as that o£ jus t simply leaving tbea alone. 

^aaordiag to Vi l l ie r* , an aselatant fmv Law eoanlaaloner 

in 1S34 i t »as apprehended by way a t that t l a e , that 

e i ther tbe wsge« ox labour yowl' r i se to a height f-roo 

whicn i t uoula na d i f f icu l t to reduce them -W. the cmm 

for i t bed ceased or , that tbe labourers muet face s tar* 

wat les . . " Tbe l a t t e r solution vat,of course. uaaeeeiitabie 

— especially in a country a t war, without an efficient 

police Corce ai*C ^nere food riot® bad already been wldse* 

a r e a d . ^ 

Tbe Spaeabs^land fyateat becaae very widaapvea^ In 

i t s application not staply bmmm i t «a* an iasandiftte 

answer to a pressing proble® but also because I t %ea&, a t 

tbe tlasa, tbe taoet attamtaeaoue %mf &t gteatlnq; the d i f f l -

ettlty* An increase of rngaa e i ther by astans of ^iaiiaira 

wage leg is la t ion or by allowing tbe wage* to r i s e to asaet 

MJatesi*» *• **** 

**wa)bb, JrOMlJtefCTM^* **• 3.* *• 173. 
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t h e i r competi t ive l eve l would have forced the farmer to 

p&f taore in usages and tbe landowner to receive l e s s in 

r e n t . - $yst«« oi subeidiBi-w wages fson the poor r a t a 

kept tbesa ic%- — thus redounding to tbe disadvantage of 

tbe uaaaarried labourer , the labourer v i t b & mmtl fatally 

and those s&all l a r u t r s or sssgii bu^ineas-ji^tt who «^ployed 

no labour . 

The £ peettba r«lend *>fs>tMm apreeY rap id ly throughout 

England a f t e r 1753. The *cbbp maintained tha t tbe tsy»tem 

«aa adoptee 'it- p r i n c i p l e , a t one tiwe or another , by 

p r a c t i c a l l y evei.y r u r a l pa r i sh oufcisii© Bortibwgaberlan^" 

of s?bicb they bad exaralned tbe records ."^ I t we* In tbe 

south and c a s t t h a t the system *m& woat prevalent:, 

Xn Suffolk, Sussex, Bedfordshire, luekins tes tabl re , 
Oocaetablre and vvii teMre, tbe plan of paying 
wages out or tbe po^r*rat®, ba© been cmttimd t o 
t be g r e a t e s t e x t e n t . Norfolk Suntin^doaebire and 
Devonshire a r* l ikewise a f f l i c t e d by i t .*® 

Tbe ve lee t Oxaatt tea on the Poor Law® of 1S28 

agreed v i t b the opinion of tb© Labourers!* Wafjaa Coaaaittce 

at® t i n g t h a t tbe allowance syatem prevai led "vmy ganer* 

* * * M > . ,Loca,,1t,,,rj0 f̂̂ V^WS» * t . 1 , »• 181* 

Bouse of vOMonis, 4 June 1S24, 1 . 3 . 
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a l l y in several southern counties11 .39 In Kent, however, 

tbe allowance system **a® not widely adopted * W i t appears 

that in tbe decade and a half af ter tbe Napoleonic wire 

the eyeta® t*as slowly introduced Into tbe Hortb of in&laad. 

I t nas, for example, introduced into tbe Heat Riding of 

Yorkshire in ia2e*6 1 I t ms not un t i l M24 that m allow­

ance system \m& found in varioue parts of ilottioghaiisliifa. 

la that year, ninety south bottingbaMsblre parishes ware 

giving allowances - - but only to labourers with four or 

snore ch i ld ren . 6 2 Tbe report of tbe Eoyal Coiaaiaeionera 

of 1334 affinaed tbe view that tbe allowance ayate® was 

saore prevalent in tbe south and east than tbe north and 

west, la the four coimtlea utticb they regarded aa being 

typical of the south end east of I&gland (Bedfordshire, 

Berkshire, sfeefctagfrsMrttira and Caiabrldgeabire) tbe 

lalasioaers reported tha t , oi ai»ety*t*#o parishes only 

iMmRSwifflU.mfcSiWi ii M L SMMiMBiafai—_.—__ „ — . 
wniSMBSK^L 

3 JNily 1828, F. 5* 

Celling, mimK* ** *»• 

^^arabaii, %%%u^mMm, Mmmab f* 3®5. 
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twenty-one did not grant allowances. In the three typi ­

ca l ly northern mad weatem ©ountlea (Cheshire, Cornwall 

and Ctaaberland) of tbe eighty aarlabee which reported 

f i f t y t t t e did not grant an allm>«toee.w 

Tbe effects of tbe Spaenhamlaad system were d i s ­

astrous* Since i t was largely igsaaterial to tbe worker 

who received a» allowance frota the pariah whet b is pay 

&as, usages were kept down. There «ere great ^ariationfi 

in wages. Speaking of the counties im tbe south ®n4 west 

of England tbe Labourers* Vagaa eotarafttee stated that 'In 

sosie of tbese counties wages are eight or nine sh i l l ings ; 

in others , five ^bi l l infa i and In ansae parte they bay® 

been end are so low as three shi l l ing* a %*eek for a 

s ingle man, fear shi l l ings and atepenee for -K ̂ an and bis 
44 tvlfa"* there i*ere great yar fat Ions rnvmn within a 

county* la one part of Kent tbe lowest wage* paid 'ware 

l a one pariah, sixpence; in four, elght-peoea, in eleven, 

one sh i l l ing and siaaenae; in four, two s h i l l i n g s &adt 

In tbe greater mfce*, one shi l l ing per $Bfu^5 

*lPoor Law laaaaft. Supplement, f. t - 4 . 

iSHM** f* 3* 
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these wide variation® could take place because of 

tbe operation of tbe Speenbaaiiand System and the Laws of 

fcettlesseot. 

In addition to depressing the wage rate and l imi t ­

ing the aob i l i t y of labour, tbe ayste© led to tb© spreadl, n 

of pauper itat tnrcae>aut tbe country* lo the view o: the 

many critic** of tbe system i t a lso destroyed ^r catae near 

to destroying the Independent character ?f tbe worker, 

and, b* sawovin^ tbe economic disadvantages of ^arria^.e, 

encourai^ed e*ariy an«J iaspr<r;iJenK taerria^es. 

The *p©enhac*iaod e-y«teai ba^ been ^evia&d Co ®ee& 

tbe problem presented by tbe Mfdb price of %beat. How­

ever, following the end oi fife© u>sr. I t be^an to b# in* 

crsa^in^ly ap©ar©f»t that a new proble-a wna lacing p-art® of 

tbe country — that ot local overpopulation. 

®%or a view vhlch contradicts th i s contemporary opinion 
see H. ftleug "The Myth of tbe Old Poor Law and tbe Making 
of tbe mm , jtmml M • tymmliM,,*teit&r> wuxi, **@. i , 
Juo% l>t.J, r» 131-84 an' *The Foor Law Report Saexae^inad,"" 
jsHtfAsta ak mmmiStMUmm* :^&* &>• 4» ^ « « * « 1*04, 
1, J*0-24.j. ila-u^ tnaintalna that che wld *oor Law was 
essent ia l ly a device for dealing with tbe problems ot s t ruc­
tura l tmemployf^ent and substandard wage® in the rural sector 
of tbe economy. 
b7»* Sa@b, 'Eural IJte^loyaeat 1813-J4 , %mmfoh flfeU.fflSE 

_. VI, So. 1, October 1§35» *. 9Q*»9a* 
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This problem mm» essaearbated by tbe laws governing 

those who had tbe right to receive relief in a parish. In 

general a settlesaent could be acquired by birth, marriage, 

occupation of a tenement of z 14? annual value, forty d&f@* 

reaideace without resaoval, serving an anausl public off!,©, 

and contributing to tbe public eases of a parish. By an 

act ot 1795 persons were renewable iroa tbe pariab only 

when they had became cnargaable, ami not, as bad formerly 

been tbe case, t&ea it vm® anticipated that they %eould be* 

wiace a large percentage oi the population w&® receiving 

relief during the period then tbe laws of ^ttiesient 

would affect e large number, fee possibility ol aoviag 

iroai oae pariah to another to find work m.» therefore 

very limited. 

Various taetboda were uaed during tbe period to 

provide Cor tbe eiapioyateat of the unalloyed pauper. 

Ibere %mre pariah farass, work on tbe road®, tbe roundsman 

^ 1 4 G. 11, C. 12, «• Qranfc Robertson, j»f Jto, k$MMt*m 
and i>oeutaents. ird. ad.J London: Hethuen, i#i$, t. 341 
and 3 »ml 4, «. and H., C. 11, Poor Law Beany tf. f. ISi. 

m%j 3 . I l l , C. 101, <'»ebrotc, ^gUfito, ? W , tftff ^ttlffii 
F# 10 • 
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system AW$ the labour r a t e . 

Toa parish f a n g a t Cranbrook and ieneitdan, Kent, 

a t a t Eoldre, Hampshire, <*rere need in part to provide 

work for tbe unemployed* v tbe House of Cotaaon* wm suf­

f ic ien t ly interested in tbe idea to pass leglelat len in 

1S19 allowing parisbe® to provide land not ©Kceedi&g 

"eaanty acres in tbe ^bol©' for che ea**ioy>jent oi tb© 

poor and to se t tbea to wrek and pay tbent a® If they «*sre 

agr icu l tura l labourer®. 

Attempts <s#ere <aade to provide eetpioysseat for local 

advantage, tbe poor %#ere employed on road construction. 

the &oney to employ tbe poor could be provided by the 

poor ra te or private subscription. In l $ i i a new road 

from Coalbrookdale to Wellington V«G teas true te-5 and the 

s t r ee t s of Salisbury mm paved* In both cases, tbe mm»f 

was raised by public subscription mx& used to esssploy tbe 

poor. far lsb funds **er® also u«ed for tb® aaae purpose. 

Futhorough, Essex spent 2 SIM 0s 0*e\ in 1&24 on road 

7yMebb, Local Oovemwint, f t . 1, F. 2J0-l$ Welling, J^g, 

^Hhatl^ajiq' t ^ s w l i m * * l y * 0 »**«e*ar 1816, Vol. 
LXXXVl, Fart t , London: Ulcbols, feon end ient ley , 341*, 
P. 55 and F. 3&S. 



work* * Bris tol provided wsrk for the uaenployau4 by the 

lowering of Redcliff H i l l , tbe "eteynlac;1 of Bris tol 

s t r e e t s and etoae-breakinf,*73 Xaoekfaelt ( tent) vestry 

passed resolutions on February 22, l$r> etui January 10, 

1825 governing tbe pay of paupers a l l o y e d jw tb<£ toads, 

tysoe parish t<e«irta*ablre} «ade use of read work in U?T 

and l a t a . 7 4 

One obvious way oi meeting tbe problem of over­

population *sag to enconra^e emigration. Select Committees 

of tbe Bouse of Coaaaone to study tfee wi t ter were eatah-

llsbed in W26 and I W » rarttaftaat bad voted e $0,000 

in 1&23 to a s s i s t emigration to Bri t ish Moxtb America. 

Xn 1825 2024 raen, ssoraen and children raaeived gove*Ris»nt 

assistance to aid thaw to anai^rate* Individual $N»ri#hea 

found i t to their ad vantage to pay for paupers* esi&ratiea 

rather than to pay for the i r upkeep Indefinitely. Craa-

7 ^ l rd . . ^e ,por t of tbe *aUct &o^lfct**..oa JfoiagaUfln, tea 
the ftoited Ktaqdop. 1817, Bouse of Cooaone, 19tb February 
i s i s , P . 138. 

74Asbby, law, Lyy, AMfrtlfiOUflJHU ^* W3, 

r, 1&26, London: ftaldeia, Gm&mk and 
5iBSWar<w6w<awei 

Joy M i l , ^* 43-44. 
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brook •parish ves t ry aUautea for October 3 , 1S27 show th t» 

kind of c a l c u l a t i o n . Elddenden &nd S tapleburs t parlshee 

«eare w i l l i n g to eubctalae emigration of pauper*. Za 

earn cases par i shes were w i l l i ng to help a iaan attireft* 

fro® the par i sh to ®notb«ye, Xyaoe, Majratlekehire gave a 

lit 

m&a. ;?S to take b i s i a a i l y to London« 

The two ^oat ,£iiara©t€tri©tie a«^ai3 oi reti^viag; 

the unemployed l a the M2Q*e »are the seuadenate aad she 

labour r a t e syitea®. By tbe rooadstssn systets the par i sh 

agreed to s e l l to tbe employer the labour of one or aore 

paupers a t a c e r t a i n a r l o e . the di f ference between t h a t 

suat and tbe allowance «ea paid out of par i sh funds* t b e 

a l l o c a t i o n of paupers could be done by auc t ion , b a l l o t or 

r o t a t i o n . The aystesa was adopted by tseay pariabae in 

Kent, lot t lnghajaabire In the M20*e. * 1m Xynee, Vfcr* 

i r leksbl re , tbe aystew wae operat ing In 1S10 but by January 

IBM the eye tan bad been brought to an end. In Ctgferd* 

* % e i l i a § , t b e foor . F . 175*6* 

77Asbby, Poor La« ddt t ia iat teej tou F . ii>2. 

^ % e l i i n g , ^ J 
ge_for^ag,a. * . 365. 
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sh i r e the re were gowe emample® of tbe use oi tbe ayatea l a 

t a e 1770 s bu t stoat a r e from a l a t e r d a t e . W t b e firafc 

recorded at tempt to e s t a b l i s h a labour rat© in &e*§@3i **an 

in 1 8 2 * . 8 1 

t h e e f f ec t s ol the roundsman tyetem were deplor* 

a b l e . Tbe He*w*on«?iii maintain t h a t , 

t h e combination ox tbe IpeanhaiiliV^; ty^ta-;. v i t a 
tbe .-iouniaaen uyeteio produced universa l paapfcria-r, 
** aan could not get any help itom the fa tea un­
lace, be was d e s t i t u t e , and uoleae to »>$ bol# 
from tbe r a t e s he could not obtain- enployaent, for 
a farmer would not pay a man 10a. a aaek'when he 
could ©fsploy tb® rautidaman a t hal f t h a t sosa* Free 
yoveaent fxam v i l l a g e to v i l l a g e was checked by 
the se t t lement laws. Hor were tb© labourers tbe 
only vict ims $ tbe y#«*n aod ©ujail farmer ttho 
spent l i t t l e on vmgea had t o pay p a r t of £fee 
uagta b i l l o i t h e i r r i c h e r rteignbours.** 

t b e Labourers* rgges Cra^Aiittee roundsly oondeiatted 

tfee system. By tbe cyeteja.a labourer bad no Incentive 

t o work bard ano he n a t u r a l l y b#caa* 'an i d l e &&-1 ca re -

less* labourer . Icopic s#h© tea-' feo need oC Î rw* labour 

BttaarebAll, UpA^*. F, J66, 

^ E r l t b , L®mx Par ish Aecoru»« lJ* 2J>* 

' aJ. L. and Barbara Ba^^ond, |bjj Mm, uL4mm^,k$M&X> 
Ketfauaat London, 192>, I*. 94-iS* 
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**«re forced to pay for labourers, # twrplu® population 

waa encouraged. By far the w r s t consonance of the sys­

tem i s , tbe degradation ol the character &( tbe labouring 

tbe labour ra te system developed as a modification 

o£ tbe &ounds«aa systesa in the l&aO*s.SS By I t . an agree­

ment was sade by tbe occupiers of land that they would 

etapioy a t %*gea fixed by tbe parish their quota of tbe 

uneaspioyed. tbe quota «ae determined in a variety of 

**ay» — according to tbe proportion of tbe ren ta l , ratable 

value, acreage, aua&er of horses r,or t i l l a g e , or according 

to so©e other scale — 1 r e c e n t l y irrespective o£ their 

r e t i r emen t s *•«* labour.** tbe variety of setback eav 

ployed points to one diff icul ty of tbe ayateeu I t K»* 

bard to find a ssetbod which was r a i r to a l l* &iace the 

system %?as rea l ly i l l ega l un t i l 1831 i t was possible lor 

one amo to torpedo the scheme by simply re 'veins to join 

s %ebb , Local Oovcmant. f t . I , F. 194, 
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or by withdrawing. ' the effect of the systew was to tb© 

disadvantage of the independent labourer, it w s evident 

that an employer would dismiss his independent labourer® 

since be was obliged to employ tbe labour-rate workers* 

During tbe period 1815 to 1830, it bad become 

evident to ©any eontesaporariea that there was a need for 

some drastic overhaul oi the whole system of tbe Foor 

Laws* the freedom of the individual worker was impeded 

by tbe Laws of Settlement. the independence of the worker 

was being sapped by bis reliance on tbe support from tbe 

parish. Wages and poor relief were indiatin&ulshable. 

It was also apparent that some drastic new departure in 

tbe administration of tbe Foor Laws would be essential 

if reforms were dmm&d essential, since tbe vestries and 

guardians could not be relied on by themselves to bring 

about tbe necessary changes. 
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One group of thinkers who highlighted the danger*) 

of tbe Poor Ls«r and who eajgoestex. a way of dealing with 

tbe problem twre tbe economists, By an ajsaminatiaa o,r 

population growth, tbe development of the mean© o*; sub­

sistence &n4 tbe determiaaate a? wages they arrived at the 

conclusion that the Foor Law could not accossipli&b tbelr 

aisa — tbe eilaiinatiaci ®i poverty. Indeed they went 

further, tb® Poor Laws exacerbated tbe condition that 

they were designed to relieve. T3m econoniata* reeofv-

v*m4o£. that tbe appropriate; ̂ overmteat policy w»s to 

abolish tbe Foor Law. 

In order to waderstand their reaeor. and their re­

jection of various re£orsa® proposed in tbe early deeade* 

©£ tbe century, it is necessary to exwain® their views 

on tbe role of governaent and tbe individual in tbe 

economy. 

In general, the economist® believed that «con«wi« 
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Ins t i tu t ions are not only oatural but alao tpontaneous. 

the major taotivatiog force is* individual eelf«ltttateft — 

tbe words of tbe Scots economist Adam Swleb "the natural 

effort of every individual to bet ter Ms own condition"* 

I t i s not it^m Che benevolence of the batcher, tbe 

brewer or the baker that we expect our dinner but fras 
1 

the i r regard for thei r own e e l f - i a t e r e t t / ' ^pontanaoaa 

self-«eekin:; act1 on or? Jfce part oJ eonsuKjers and pro­

ducers i s brought la ta nartnoRy by lb© ^chantse® 0* tbe 

market an<? the *p*-»* oC competition. Each individual In­

tends bare only bis t*«m *,#ia but "be l a , In t M s , aa la 

*aany cases, ler.1 by aa invis ible band to promote an end 

which was an part o? bis Sa&tsntiars . thus tbe prise 

object ol sjovertEwaafc policy sbc«ld be to free trat»e ®sV< 

sweep away a l l obsstaele-s ta i t . I t 6<%&% not ^*#nt how­

ever, that tbe s ta te ban no role* I t «y*t provide law 

and order in tbe society an*! protection from other e ta tea . 

*Adea Smith, the Maalch of Matlone. ad, E, Ceanan, London: 
Hethttea, Vol. 1, 1961, V. id* 

*, F* 477. 

i - Vol. I I , F. 215 and a n . 
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. . .and l a s t duty of tbe »osrerel$a or commonwealth 
i® that of erecting and maintaining tboae public 
ins t i tu t ions and those public worka, which, 
though tboy say be in cbe highest degree advan­
tageous to a great society, a re , however, of tech 
a nature, that tbe prof i t could never repay tbe 
expence to any individual or small oufaber of Indi­
viduals , »nd which i t tberefora caxmot be expeete't 
that any individual or wmll «u»er of individuals 
should erect or maintain.4 

Hie purposes of these public w r k s are to taeilical&ss "the 

eosssaeree of soclecy and tbe education of tfee people r .* 

tbe other attonewlata generally agreed with 

Smiths suggestion*, t o Tbotaas Haltliua, tbe Anglican 

minister and economist, tbe sovereign can be#t help tb® 

country by good gevemsnent, isapartial jus t ice , e peace­

ful foreign policy, 11 gfet tematlofi, the rflaaeasifiatloTt 

of information and assistance to education.^ Jobs 1 . 

HaCulloeb, tbe Frofesaor of Pol i t ica l Beonesqr a t tb© 

university C o l l a r of London, bellewKf tba- tb© iaore 

individuals are thrown on tbelr own resources . . . tbe 

greater wi l l foe tbe aaouat of public wealth" . But just 

HbHU. F. 244. 

%onar, mi t f** ,lMlfci ftU,affllft» k* ***•*• 
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as there i s f r ic t ion and resistance 01 matter an too, 

there mm feel ings, passions and prejudices in society 
7 which must be allowed for. He therefore reeoflmndad 

bousing and health regulations, factory law*, mm® recog­

ni t ion ©£ employers* l i a b i l i t y and setae assistance to tbe 

uaestployed. Nassau Senior, tbe f i r s t §*»©i«sssv ^ of l o l i * 

t i c a l Economy at uxior«J end saeoifoer oi the W i i roar Law 

Coa&ission, Ok* t^s other haw4, ^avourey boosin-* regula­

tions an̂ i ate £or emigration but oppo&eo factory l eg i s ­

l a t i o n . 9 

the general preau*^tioa in lavour of acaisoaaic 

freedom runs cbrough tbe economists1 discussion oi wage 

theory, la - das ^*«itfa there i s no clear-cut theory. 

there a re , i& - ac t , according co Haney, traces oi 

10 "vi r tual ly every theory ever de¥*:i*>ped • ihus there i s 

^Firo* tfee f re face to Mc&ileeVs vr4?F| 
^conoffy. quoted la L. C. bobbins, fti„ jiff$x,M bmmfa, 
&®%£&zM,,$mU§fa MMMMk 'MiUml tymssu* **»«*<»; 
MeeMilUa, 1952, F. 45. 

% . woodward l ^ / f i f t pg, *MfTO ( P I H f i D i « o t d s 
London, IM4, f. 446. 

1©L. H. Haney ^iatoyv .of. afeonafalfl..Iteuffht.. 4 #*$.| Saw 
forks MaetttUan, 1951, F. 223. 
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evidence of a supply and demand theory, a wages fund 

theory, a productivity theory, and a subsistence theory. 

Whatever determined the wages oi labour, Smith is clear 

on one score — be believes that wages should not be sub-

12 
ject to government regulation. iHaithus agrees that 

legislation would be unwise, tbe price of labour, be 

maintains, clearly expresses the wants of society 

respecting population. David Rlcordo tbe millionaire 

stockbroker and economist echoes similar sentiments, 

like all other contracts, wages should be left to tbe 

fair and free competition of tbe market, and should never 

14 
be controlled by tbe legislature'. As with Ssaitb there 

is doubt about tbe wage theory espoused by Rleardo. Be 

maintains that the natural price for labour "is that 

price which is necessary to enable the labourers, one 

USsith, health of Stations. Vol. 1, F. 76-78. 

l2Ibld.. P. 15S. 

l J T . a. Haltr.us, £n, frBfav, on, tJae, iXJMtelft,9& ?9mHUm* 
3rd. ed. , London: J . Johnson, 1806, Vol. 11, F« 168. 

*•%. Sraffa and M. E. Bobb (ads.) Bavid Mcardo.. 
and Correspondence Vol. 1 On the Princiolea of FoljLticaft 
Economy and taxation. Cambridge* Eoyal Economic Society, 
1952, F. 105. 
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with another, to subsist and perpetuate their rsc®^ with­

out eitber increase or diminution. Here tlcardo states 

a subsistence theory of wa^ea. However, elsewhere, 

1 S 

Rlenrdo saeas to be au-^esfcin*, a wa^s-rjiind theory. 

kbatever theory t i c a rdo ac tua l l y accepted, his» 'Hselpie* 

an«* ponular l sere — Jmeen * l i l l , tb© beats e e o r o a l t t and 

r a d i c a l , dobs McCulloeb and Nassau feenior, picked up tbe 

wa^ee-fund theory end accepted I t . Pot ®yrmptmt H i l l 

s t a t e s t h a t " the r a t e of wâ @$ depend® en the proportion 

between population and einployvsent, in otber wards, 

Cap i t a l " and ' . . . i f population incraases , without en i n ­

c rease in c a p i t a l , wc^es f a l l ; an.-1 t h a t t f c a p i t a l 

Incr^aeas , without i»n Increase i r copulatian^ we^es 
l b 

r t a e ' . HeCelloefe I s in a^-eersent. Tb© rat® of **ages 
I s dependent on tbe proporrlors between the labouring 

17 
population and capital. Senior ecbfjnu the views af 

l 5 i b l d . . F. 101. 

**fJonai<I '.Inch Cod.) ^^^^MMd^M^^^Mm^l^^^Mr 
I, UHnburgft; wcot t i tb * c o o k i e soc ie ty , U&4, I . 2 i 0 . 

^̂ C*e« John HoVic -tr, tjhifc^foea, jof j o l i c & y l ^ffiWIf" C<M* 
ra in ing in i t « e n t i r e t y >Se€uilocb'» a r t i c l e la tbe 
JtWXS&M^fa fateamUUL ™>* I 'o l i t ical <eonoasy , n 
t o r t i Aagaatae Galley, i ^ o , f. ? 1 » A 4 . 
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Mill m4 MeCuiloch. r lthe ra te of wages" be maintains, 

"depeada on tbe extant of tbe fund for the aaaintenance of 

labourers, compared with the ouiabera of labourer® to be 

Bsaiotained".18 

I t follows tbea tbat tim only v?> <o£ ral isiaj tb* 

ra te of wages are citfear by res t r i c t ing tbe growth <**• 

population or by r a i s ins the fund far tbe ^intenanca of 

labour, /ay factor witlcb would aneinirage the ejrowtb of 

population la to the obvious diMcvaatage of worker** 

l iving standards, The only mmm of increase tn? tb® tftwv' 

for tbe ntainteAenca of labour la by raisin,*- tbe product!* 

vity of lebear* the efficiency ->£ leboor can be incr£*$##d 

by providing tbe Individual warier HLth incentivee far 

exertion a«d by freeing is*%$try fro* tbe tsas® of r»»* 
in 

t r i c t i o n s , prohibitions end fsratectlv® dut ies . 

Mam Smith tingle*! out far ^apeclal cowent one 

of those res t r ic t ion* vbieb i»pi*da ? tbe fVoe ^low of 

productive factor®. Fr«» ao imagination of various law* 

Um»Bm *lUia» beaio*, .Ifrffjt ,|#jftiWlI- ,flft ,tiM,mm, fft' 
•;,.ai,fcs. lad. ad . ; London: J . Hurray, t $ i l , f. i l l , 
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oi settieoMKtt ( 1 J and 14 <Sb. I I , C. I : ; 1 J e . i i , C» 17 

and J »a. and Ma. C. 11) b© at; r u t h a t i t \«a« »i« -<4i l l y 

i <pussible for a labourer t-j gain a settla&aewt ou t r ide h i s 

own p a r i s h . * By 8 aud 9 w&. H i , <:» JO, c e r t ^ i i e t e a ol 

set t lement isare granted is, the bop© of r e s to r ing tbe f ?ee 

c i r c u l a t i o n of labour . a t , tfein&a ?-v*itb, these ^re&fc 

foop&® were not; r ea i i aed and quotes tbe following very 

jud ic ious ob-ieEvation oi i \ , Burn ' , author I S t t ^ O U i l 

£&Li&8£Je3&&' 

i t i s obvious t h a t there a re d ivers ?*JC* reason* 
for r e ^ u i r i i f c e r t i f i c a t e s with persons ^:> l ag to 
s e t t l e in any p l a c e * . . t h a t it they bac<ta# 
chargeable , i t 1® c e r t a i n l y known 'whifcfecr t o r e* 
s w t tbeta, and tbe par ish -J*t*ll be paid for vk-eir 
resaovat, m%d for t he i r maintenance l& tbe ?»&»-
tisae; so » tha t i f tbey f a l l s i ck , and cmmmt be 
removed, tbe par i sh ^hieh §$ve tbe c e r t i f i c a t e 
siust -maintain them: none of which can be i tbout 
a c e r t i f i c a t e . ..bleb reasons w i l l hold propor-
t ionabiy £<>r pariahe® not §ra«tiiv» ce r t i f i ca te® 
to ordinary cases* for i t i s far saore than an 
e^ual chance but tha t tbey w i l l feiave the car^ . i f l ­
eeced persona again and in a worse condi t ion . '" 

J.th su,, jes ts that 

t h e storal of t h i s ^c^ rva t ion seeasi to be 'X-v*. 
ce r t i f i ca te® ought always to foe required by the 

<&«dtfa, jdJSto, OJ MUM®» Vol. I , F . 13 2-4, 

Z 2 M 1 * * *• l s?3« 
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par i sh where any poor man coraea to r e s i d e , *nd thafc 
tbey ought very aeldota to h& granted by t h a t wbicfe 
he proposes to leave.'*•$ 

t o make th ings i u s t a l i t t l e saore d i f f i c u l t , cburebwardeae 

were not obliged to grant c e r t i f i c a t e a of aettlaaMant. 

Apart from the f ee t t h a t these set t lement law® 

are an e-vi^m^t violat i^:a oi na tu ra l l i b e r t > ac«5 ju&tiae''", 

tbey have had e f f ec t on. the s t ab i l i t y of l&:aoor wbic& i« 

obvious in 

tbe very ysequal p r i ce of labour which u& 1fre­
quently find ta tog land in places mi. no great d i s ­
tance froos one another , . • •prs'jably owi&£. t« tbe 
obs t ruc t ion ubieh tbe lav of ^ttle&sent*. gives cc* 
a poor &an vho would car ry hia iudu&try i ron uf«&a 
pa r i sh to another without a c e r t i f i c a t e . /•- g&iagla 
man, iriiieed, who l i heal thy amnd .uifl-ustri^u©, H*i»y 
scsaeti-aes r e s ide 'ay snff^ra*» s< witisout anej but -a 
taan vritb a wife and farsiiy '*bo #hould a t t e s t to 
do so , «oui£ in tm&t fsarigbaa be s«ice of being 
resaoved, aad i f the s ing le *&aa s i s ^ ld al tarwnrds 
a e r r y , h& way Id general ly b@ removed l iue^ iae* 
t b e s c a r c i t y of hand© in e*ne p a r i s h , therefor®, 
cannot always be re l i eved by tbe i t #uper-abu&-
dance in another , as tr» la cons tant ly in 
•Scotland9 end, 1 b<ssil<art:, it"; fill et&ssr eouatr isy 
«bere there i s o© d i f f i c u l t y of sett lement* in 
m$c.h count r ies tfoougfe wages aasy a^&cisjes r i«« 
a l i t t l e i n tbe nalglihewribaod of a grea t town., 
or «*herevar els© there ia mt ex t raordinary d^j?,m4 
for labour , &n& sink .gradually && the d is tance 
fffosa sacb places i nc r ea se s , t i l l tltey .Call ba.:.iu 
to £he coasaon r a t e of tbe country j yet we never 

%%Xfo&4** *» I 3 e « 



45 

saeet sdLtb those sudden and unaccountable t f fer* 
eneaa in the va$es oC neighbourlog plncra which 
vm sosoetissea find In England, *ebere i t ia o t t en 
more d i f f i c u l t for a ;>x»r fs»n *"•> ;w n the 
a r t i f i c i a l boundary oi' a pa r i ah , tban an arui I 
the sea or a r i c^e of hl^b faountaina, natu&al 
boundaries which aowcetise® separa te very dit»* 
t l n c t l y d i f f e r en t r a t e s of wages in otbar 
coun t r i e s .*^ 

There i s "scarce a poor res*i in %tt$l&-v* O' foi'ty years* of 

age , tebo has not In © xxt pa r t of hi? l i f e f e l t hit-self 

c r u e l l y oppressed sy t h i s iil«*«entriv*d la^ o^ «ettl«»*Heots • 

feiaitb'e a t t ack on the h§w% ox i e t i l eae ia t only 

d e a l t wich on® aspect of the i'oor t a w . I t *ms l e f t to 

Haltbue to 'Oliver ?*"•' Vr-^fik on the *>M1« fc»3si© ^f tbe 

laws tr.^T»sc;l'i <*- s . 

Hi-? ar 'm i^*t i t r « a l l v w r y *-lrs#le, HaltHiS »gys, 

1 t M # . 1 « y f r i r i y take two p^ssfculata. F i r s t 
t ha t F^o . is neceesury to She exis tence of ^ n . 
-.©c't'ily t h i t £b« passion t̂ t****** tbe seiress i« 
•^cess^ry and w i l l regain near ly in i t * -r^^^> t 
state.*** 

ftalthus does not attempt to prove bi*t poaoslata but 

^ b . i d . . s . 157. 

a 5Ittt*» F« l - » 

ZfyOuMma tobert *f*lthu«, £|fflkJMa2.ja^^Mtelm» 
I*oadons HeeMillan, 196*, ?• 11* 
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r a cber, he mg&zds them a* being aelf-evident. From there 

be goes on to eseaialaa tbe ra te of growth oi population 

without any checks. Taking an aaaapie, the united atatae 

of Aaaarlce, 

. . .where the means of subsistence have been ®ore 
asoie , tbe asannerp of tbe oeople essore our®, and 
consequently tbe checks to early stsrrlages fewer, 
than in many of the iwdera state® of feaaropa, tbe 
population baa been found to double i t s e l f in 
twenty-five years . 

This r a t i o of increase, though abort o^ the ut* 
saosst po«ar of oopelation, yae as tfee resul t of 
actual exnerience, we wil l take a® our rule ao^ 
say, tbat population when unchecked, ^oee o« 
doubling i t s e l f ev^ry twentyHFfve^years, or 
increases in & •^onsptrical r a t i o . * ' 

On tbe other bant! egteailtiinft tb© rat© of growth ©£ 

tbe mmtme of subsistence, fee giy?esfce tha t , 

. . .by great assertion„ tbe tfeole produce o£ toe 
Island ailajbt be increased ovary taeentyHflv* 
years by a quantity of subaistenea e*$uai to 
whet i t a t present produces. Tbe seat enthusias­
t i c speculator cannot aofrpoae 9 greater increase 
than t i l l s . . . f e t tbla r a t io of iacreaee i s 
evidently a r i t t e e t l c a i* I t ŝay be fa i r ly said, 
therefore, tbat tbe isaume, m subsistence increase 
in an arithmetical ra t io .** 

This r a t i o , be *u.$gette, *is probably a create* 

a 7 P i l d * . F . 11*22. 

^Mfl** F« W-^* 
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increase than could, with reason, be e^ectmf . l e i s 

then, again offering no proof but rather tuggeat!ng that 

i t i s perhaps tbe vary baft that ooultf ever V* exneecod. 

If then, tbe two ra t ios are put together, 

• ••the huraa.ii species would increase in tbe r a t io 
of i ,2 ,4 ,S,U,3l ,eA, l2S,2$o, t i l , etc* aittf «*b*is« 
tenee as l , 2 , i » 4 , } , 6,7,&,9,16, e t c . In two 
ceasturles anc a quauter, tbe population woulc be 
to the sseana of subsistence as 512 to lu, in 
three centuries as 40 #& to l i eoo in t w thousand 
years tbe difference would b© ataost incalculable, 
though the produce In that time wouli have la* 
creased to an iaaaaaee aoount. ' 

Tbe aatural tendency of population i s to outs t r ip 

tbe 3»eaa« ol aubelateuce* there aanet therefore, be &«a 

factors which aback th i s teadenny. 

the posit ive ononis, to population, by which 1 gnean 
tbe cfeecK* that represses an iacraas® which \m» 
already begun la confeina# chiefly, though not 
perhaps solely, to the lewese oruers of socially*-*f} 

fblo natural clitook resul ts An axeery* Xfee ©tbar 

great check, the oxeveativo, le <totiae« a® a ioreaight 

of tbe cliff l en i t i e s attaadlag tbe rearing ol a family . 

tbe effect® of theae preventive restraint® upon 

carriage a re but too oNMplciKRie to ch# oouae<i.uaat vicea 

mM&*> f« fta» 
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t b a t a r e produced in almost every p a r t oi the world; . i c e s 

t b a t a r e con t inua l ly involving both sestets In i nex t r i cab l e 

unbappineas*. 

fbe power of populat ion BO *ar o u t s t r i p th^ p<ow®r 

of tbe ea r th t o prorhm® subsis tence 

. • • t h a t preevature c*aatb saiat ,fi soese stepti *r: 
o ther v i s i t tbe hurasn r«e©« t b e vice® of mm.** 
kind a r e act i^t : anc? ab le laiaiacara of aepepuia* 
t i o n . Tbey a r e tbe precursors in tbe ^ rea t 
©rwy of d e s t r u c t i o n ; m*c? outers f i rir/*» the 
^reaiiful wortt themselves* But should tbey t a x i 
in t h i s w*ir of eKfc*»alv/Jtijn, s i ck ly seaaont*, 
epitlesaic©, paattl«naoe arc** ^lawjue, advance in 
t o r n ftc a r r ay , aa*1 irfaep ^£ t he i r en :n. sen* Is 
and thousands. ^bTSttiii success a* s t u l i i-^., *-
p l a t e ; nfj^-itic in--citable iV^lie *»calks In toe 
r e a r , and *»itto one ^ i ^ u y blow l eve l s the popula* 
t ion **itfe the fooc a£ tbe world.->* 

fhe ebei.ee before -Jiflw i s intieeed feU&Oi; - - ioxaery 

or v i e e . 

By i»su,>, however, / .a l tbas i«*ti s i a i i t o ' - r^ tn^ 

ojuitc ccor. 1 drably , ite has i« fa r -aiMere** ia p r i nc ip l e 

froa the f c r w r fcs#ay *-s to suppose another check to 

papula t ion , which doe& not coe® un«tfec tbe i*e«K'if«* o r 

v ice of «i»ery • lie has &iso e»dea*/ajre»*'' a- &o£teo 

3 l M i * » *• **•*>. 
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»mm of the harshes t concluaiona o£ elm f i r s t iieaay'*. 

t h e mm prevent ive cneck la taoral r e s t r a i n t vbiv ><&lthue 

define® as the r e e t r a l n t £rom «eirria$e which Is ac t f o l ­

lowed by i r r e g u l a r j ^ a t j u i c a t l o o i e . . . rtafcrio^y i s W bo 

postpone*! u n t i l a mn can take upon biw?4$if tfee ree^ ^ a * * 

b l l l t y of ^riTtgin; up « family -»r, lvM neo,?**wry, ,!Uk 

c o ^ l e c e renunciat ion of aarri«f,e shoul** ewtvrtsc ĉ r* * 

t l o a s prove u n f a v o u r i t e . 

The Maltbu$«an p r i n c i p l e uf population^ < <& - J i b 

tbe approval of tbe etbe* jr. .Ka&. o" the C l a s s i c s ! ^ I c o i . 

Fur Senior, one of tbe t l ve '••mwr&l p"*oporiti<*!»# *>. the 

ebeor^eic branch of e e o ^ v t e a i^ the riX'h'$lzn 

p r i n c e ; it. ox po^ M&tiMIS ". in vhe »o»:f - to h* s t u i t i o n 

of the ^^i^fc o.̂ r U&it^a icCullosh j ^ r ^ i tb^ i .fĉ  .x-'-ar 

of increase l a tbe L " ^ n specie?*, oust a l«*yi in t-t& Icmg 

run , pro*?** en x-tveraateb far £*«£ increnw lw *¥» * #-»&««• v" 

subs i s t ence . Xne p r i n c i p l e of population was the ?»• «is 

of HicarrJo*^ viewis on the Foor laws. "̂  

3%bo«as tteitbus, ftp, .)Kaaay-.oa. ioms^tltfm. irtf. e r \ , 
London; -I. Je taaoa , 1806, Vol. 1, i \ x l i l . 

3*tlaesau w. Senior , MlfJfiff.3 .» ^ t t f W . f f i ftJjHWBferft» '*» 
In t roductory l e c t u r e on l o l l t l e a l Economy (1A27)*, Mew 
fort t : ^Ufpastu® H. Volley, l ia®, tf» J> - iS . 
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Frost the basis of bis theory of population which 

was generally accepted by tbe economists, Maithus ©valines 

tbe English Poor Lawa. He is very dubious about their 

usefulness. 

1 fee l l i t t l e doubc in oy own talnd, tha t i f tbe 
Poor Lavs hac* neve** esdL»tec, though there a i *ht 
have been a * w wore instance© of very ©ever© 
d i s t r e s s , yet that: die a^ j r t ^e t e rasa «: happin­
ess asaon*1 tbe cowaon people a?ould have been rsucb 
c rea t e r than i t i s a t present.""* 

f-espite the w r » la r^e FUS^S col lec ted for the 

poor, yet ther« i r ^j^b d i f t r n e a . H I t e^ l d v t the 

funds &euyt t;e ve?y ill-.d*uaee»'. 11* t rouble 1B * aa t 

gover&seettt caasoc c a r r , out tbe p r o w l s .; tbe* >.c<?r i$w 

Act oi l a u l «i&e* i t cannot l?y l«f«si ;*tea«a alone increase 

tbe asKsuot: of food in iteigi&mi, 

in f a c t , he r e l i e v e s the i*oor i*aw a&a not r e a l l y 

been put i n t s operat ion in &n^laiiti. 'fba aaauty r e l i e f 

granted &u ' the ^e*:y fair l* r a t e s ox ia-4.au t> mortality 

revealed1' by Jonas Hanufty aeon^c be re ;«*.• 'in. m® maintaining 

tbe poor. Tbe nefc e f fec t of tbe i:oor La*m i s <|uice tbe 

eet i t rery to what i s intended. 

The jhooir Lastt, Hal thus sugges ts , &ead to depress 

j _ iimn MM* w e wewiiiriiiian-fwnawiiiinriinniiirariiirwm 

3e«iaitbaa. MM%»» !••*• ««*•» f * w « 
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tbe condi t ion of the poor. These l a w increase tbe papu­

l a t i o n without a t tbe same t t e e increas ing the food supply 

for i t s support . A poor taeo my *uarry with i i t t J U or no 

prospect of being able to support b ia family in imiepea* 

dance. Tbe Foor Lairs r,»ay b® said tiberefova in aotsa 

J7 tteasure to c rea te the pour isbieh Ubey e a i n t a i n j . . . . 

Tbe r e s u l t i s tba t the share QI the a v a l l a s i e cooe supply 

o; those %*bc ^o act &®p®rA am the »>iuisb £^r awjjport i s 

e iaj ia isbc^. Hasy o£ «&&.*» a r c , th«re;aire, St iver l* msk 

the pariSc, '.ct «up^^rt . 

The ?OSJJ i*aw$ a wfeet noc only those who a r e 

pamper® bus a l so 

. . . t h e jtrboie c l a s s t*L &he cocoon people or £.*,»*** 
l ane , jjwhlcbjl is, safe j es ted to e feet of c r e t i n " , 
3Uactiuv»anAeitt aa t w/ra.~*»ieai law- , t o t a l l y incvii* 
e i s t e«e wltla tu© genuine epir iE «**r tbe constAtn* 
t i o n . Tbe -ulialc HL«5itw«s «-r Ket l le f iau^ , u e u in 
i t s prese.at cwn-Hfn'1 ?5tate, iff u t t e r l y contr««Uc» 
to ry ca a l l 4eas o frreedoat. Tbe pat i sb 
persecut ion <j£ <aea whose **eBtiliee a re l i k e ! * to 
foec©§» ch^r^se-ablc ant* oi. poor fcwjett w &re .tear 
l y i n g - i n , ia a ?aost d isgraceful aw! <Hepteting 
tyranny. - ®4 tbe obs t ruc t ions cont inual ly 
occasioned in the ntarket oi labour by cbeae laws, 
have & c o n t e n t cen<'ency to at** cu cite ^ i ix ' i cu l t i ea 
of those who a re struf-^iini* to support tho»«eives 

27MM** *• *>• 
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without aaaiatanoe* 

Tbese l®»8 a l so t3iaiinish the a b i l l c y and w i l l to 

save of tbe co*aon people a*! i a t h i s way tbey weaker* <ai*e 

of the s t ronges t incent l^e« to sobr ie ty eu^ tn ^ s t r y , am* 

consequently to happiness . *&.lcbu» *i\t* a«r- example 

A man who ai&bt s a t be ^ewarred ttr^ 'oi^tf fu tb** 
e le-hou^e, / r^< tbe cons idera t ion tha t o?* h ie 
i-'eatb or s i ckness , he should leave bits m'lie « v 
family up-or. tbe p a r i t b , m&bt yet h e s i t a t e in 
thus f'lfcsipatini b i s fear&is«&, ii he were assrrf-* 
?bau, in e i t h e r at tbese cases , h ia t a ^ i l y *uat 
s t a r v e , ©r be l e f t to the support of- casual 
bounty. • . ^ l 

;enioc agrees . £lt«r® i s , be s u , v e * t s , ao „' 

for the f ur^er to a© l r i + t , aar hatrt-wor^inv. 1 

pa r i sh al ig^^nce i s re^arca^ as ^ e i n ; a ri^ht."** To 

Eicardo there i s a tendency of tbe i'oor L&**"s not to 

a l l ev j j t t e tbe CtwMittcu of coe poor *jm ra the r to deter* 

i o r a t e the condit ion on. botn « c h an< poor, ibe riangar 

1« tha t tb,- -.̂ j>r L&»s &i t h a i / continue- $r©^tto &~ill 

isake cbe r i c h , poor. h\ ttM current circumstances there 

*°lbla-.. P. C7. 

S e n i o r , flbe, jpa^o,, frL./eaaj. r . ss an«f a i . 
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la a real danger tbat tbe fund for the maintenance o£ the 

poor will increase till it baa absorbed all tbe net 

vmvmm&e of the country. 

Vhat then can he *£oae to cure the proble® of pwerty'l 

Maithus suggests that, 

To remove the wants o£ tbe io**er classes ©f 
society is indeed an arduous task. Tbe truth ia 
tbat tbe pressure oi distree® on this part of a 
eosmmlty is en evil no deeply seated, that no 
hua&n ingenuity can reach it. -fere 1 to propose 
a palliative} ami palliatives are all tbat tbe 
nature of tbe case will admit, it should be, in 
tbe first place, tbe total abolition of all the 
present pariah lava. Thl$ would at mf rate five 
liberty anc ,*?eedoa of action to tbe peasantry of 
England, fcbicb tbey can hardly be salJ to possess 
at present* Tbey would then be able to settle 
without interruption wherever there «as a prospect 
of a greater plenty o£ work awl a higher price lor 
labour. The ®arte*£ of labour «ould then be free 
0md those obstacles removed ssfeieb, as thlnge are 
no*?, o£tes* for a considerable tie* present *she 
price £ n » rlaiag moeorc'ing to tbe 4e®and*^* 

However Maltbus' suggestion la not tbat tbe foor 

Laws be abolished isssediately and completely because 

'the evil ia now so deeply seated, aad tbe relief given 

by tbe Poor laws so widely es£ten*?e*3, tbat no saass oi 

humanity could *renture to propose their total abolition' . * 

*%ioar«Jo, princiolea oi ..folitlcal.iconoair. f. 166. 

n̂aitbua, §m%M,fmtos*m* *«** •*•» ̂* »^t$. 
4SĴ ii*» ***• ***• f®1* u* p* 'm> 
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t icardo agrees. Changes in the Foor Laws ahoul*! only fee 

aceossplishecf "by tbe most eprcdual steps41,4** 

Maltbus proposal a gradual tflraiaution in tbe ou«a* 

bar of people who een fain assistance fro* she parisfe 

fund. 

To tb i s e&d, I shoals propose a regulation to be 
aaade, declaring tbat n© children bore £roa toy 
sastrrlage, tailing place a l t e r tbe expiration of a 
year free tbe cate ol tbe law; aad no i l legi t imate 
child born tea years fveai tbe aarae date, should 
ever be an t l t l ee to earlab aas ie taace .^ ' 

la order to ensure fch&t a l l people should have 

knowledge of ebi® la*r, be auggeets tbat 

. . . t o enforce i t oore strongly on tb* mtmSs of 
tbe loaMur classes of people, tb* clergyman of 
each pariah »feoal«5 a t t a r tttai publication o«" bane, 
read a short ad4res* t etatia;^ the strong obliga­
tion m e»/ery tme t© eupport b is own children; 
tbe is^roprisity mS mm.n iaaora l l ty of marrying 
without a i a i r prospect o£ be In; able to £o this a 
tbe evi la which h&i resulted t*» t3ia poor theav* 
salve®, from the attempt %#i&cfe bad bean we^n to 
a s s i s t by public Ins t i tu t ions in a tSuty which 
ou$bt to u« exclusively approptiatsWl to paraaitss 
ami tbe absurd necessity wbich bad a t length 
appeared, of abandoning a l l such ins t i tu t ions , 
on account of fcbalr producing e££eote to ta l ly 
opposite to these which were intended/**5 

tfaeltfcua, Iijajr,,l.,ml«ltoMl.> * •d.» «M- Xt. V. 3H. 

**l>id.»* P. 3fo*W* 
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For case® of ©jcttewe d i s t r e s s , however, Maltbua i s 

wil l ing to allow tbe eatabllshraent oi county workhouses, 

open to persons frosn a l l counties and supported by ratess 

on tbe whole kingdom. In tbese workhouwa, however, iM® 

"fare about- be bard, aad those tbat mx® able obliged fce 

work". He i s a t pains to point out tbat they should not 

be regarded "as ccr.if s t a b l e asylums in a l l d i i f leulc iee i 

but merely as places vbere awere dietree* wipht find 

some a l lev ia t ion" . / part of these **orfeh«j®e© oay be set 

aside as a plac«t "where any parifotj nay do a day*® week a t 

a l l t ine*, an*: r«celv© tbe -market price For i f •** 

^ astKXtti-' possible advantageous effect of mmm 

kind of pcuv -ul ief am® *la©Baae*S fey 'Jalthue In 1800* 

Ibe coatiinaed high price of provisions af ter 1800 e^en 

af te r good harvests #a» in tbe public aiin*! at t r ibuted to 

tbe actions of taonopoliata. tfaltbos attempts to show, 

however, that with poor allowances linked to the price of 

corn, a r i se ia tbe price of corn wi l l httu% en increase 

in tbe allowance* which wi l l in turn bring an increase in 

tbe price of bread, t u t these affects bawe been generally 

t i lni . lM»Wii»l im<l 'Mli iWiH««i- I" » •»»**» 

4f!kM»* *• 97-95. 
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advantageous* Without tbe Foor 'Laws two to three 

million people would have s tar red . The price r i se baa 

however spread tbe scarci ty o«»r five or six million 

people am? has forcet* economy x> tb® us® ?v •'beat mei:,; 

tbe ea t i r e population. 

The high pricea also •neewre$*d ' ®xtr«ordieary 

iE^ortation"' and gave incentive to fanners to plan more. 

wheat.5 1 nance in tiww o£ teisporery and extraordinary 

s t ress whan a fa i r ly large section of the population Is 

on the vecae of starvation, Halthus would accept tbe need 

for souse for® of government intersection • • providing of 

course the poor did not eerae to rely on I t and tftsott was 

usade to ©very cheap substi tute tor bread.*1* 

In &mwi®ini the bl»*h pricM* e* foo * aaaeedl by a 

deficient supply, Cieardo tog-res ft* that 

Under such elreim* taaee* no policy can be wore 
abeurd, than that of forcibly regulation woney 

5%. a. Helthua, *' <n Invee t l ^ t l oa oi tbe fresent High 
£rlce oi ttravielons, 1900t 2nd. ed . , reprinted in i t e 

Sa#feittoat ,M»#f, l l». lAl»lil4»» 3rd. ad., Vol* I , F* 1W« 



57 

Mge* i»y tbe p r i ce oi iooc'. a** ia i r e^ueu t ly 
done, by misappl icat ion of the Foor L a w . Such 
a .measure a i fo rds ao r e a l r e l i e s to tm l abourer , 
because i t a e f f ec t i* to r«l©o i*„lil higher tbe 
p r i ce o i corn, and a t l a s t he roust oe obll&ed tc 
l i m i t h i s consumption in proportloin to tbe 
1 &mice*i a ,ip^ ly • 

i.*. would rt^^s^r t h a i amre &a a Jisagrestta&Au i&£« 

tween the tvu et3»i*iw*i.ata on chie scare ;»vxt i c la probable 

chat italtbu^1 concern was v i t i ; coodi t lons wo*re fcaatioa 

faced tbe tiacioe M»iie &icar'. o ?J*S "^&cu>4«ii^; & s i t u a t i o n 

where p r i ces wttm hxgb. 

iiaitbus i s cooceme*' tha t h is proposal foi* e i l « l * 

na t in^ the lews" Law** eoui«' be place*! In j d i ^ r ^ y *̂ y tbe 

indiscr iminate sl iatri- jution ci j-xivatfe char ' i ty . It. i s 

e s s e n t i a l l o r cbe **OBor u« t.f. &ur« rr«*t s i s cha^iiv dc»a 

oot ©ftcou&iig© l^jcfe4ie«*ce. Tfeose uiao i^e^e suf^erin^ in 

s p i t e oi t h e i r ©est d i r e c t s effort® should be b . lped 

" l ibe ra l ly eud «3e«|uately . The id l e and iiawrovldent, 

oa the otbei- na^>, 

. . . should, o« no accuunc be eunhled to coawa.vi 
a© «uob o i tbe nece@&%rie^ ol l i f e , as can be 
obtained by cbe worse pai<i cusnaton labour* The 
brmgaest hrea^t, with tbe coarses t ancl s c a n t i e s t 

5%icardo, mm&&l*m^L MpU$dmkMm$m* *• *«*• 

% l a i t l w a , Eamy, on, IfoHttjUfctqfr. J e d . t Vol. 1 1 , f. 436. 
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appare l ia the utmost which tbey should have the 

saeaas o£ purchasing • " 

There a r e , of course , a va r i e ty ot way* in which 

tbe la rge sauaabers oi" paupers coulr, he di*do i»hed a»jd the 

production of corn in tbe country could be iacree*4H •* 

thus lowering tbe poor r a t e . 

«\ *. ̂ iibination oi" a va r i e ty o-z s3©efeo<!s to bald 

do«n papulat ion *— much as widespread abor t i tm, ?<c;oet4tw» 

t i o c , b i r t h con t ro l and a t e r i l l & a t i o o were i l l i c i t l y r e ­

j ec ted by Maifctn**,.-^ 

•lases M i l l , e.-i ebc ot»®r bnrad, uaa the f i r s t 

economist tv em'oree blrtfe coa t ro l ii". p r i r t , though in 

r a t h e r a civeu*«pact £a@feio«* In b i s jfoft&offtfi be «»*ritea 

of a fora of .'wstitel pinudeac© wbere "cute i s taker* cbst 

ch i l d r en , feeyonr* a c e r t a i n mittber, s h a l l <, *c fee the 

£ruit* J , and of secar in^ the happloess oi rbe "mtximoni&l 

unicci without tbe atteWa**t e v i l €>£ JV«&*.-isolation * 

/..£ t a r s t a r t l e * a t tbe point wber® w*$e* are a t t*iN& bares t 

©inimiaa be ma&» by hoi'*!*/$ out oouncileas hupea o l improve* 

aant« Tbe M a l t a t ion of b i r t h s coul* "raise- the condit ion 



59 

of tbe labourer to aoy state of comfort and eajoyoeat 

which «aay be daeired . 

^ i g r a c l o n could fcM a warn *u »ipbo.iin0 o T uhe 

cextaadant population of t n ' l a n d , thus lower 1ST the 

pressure of populat ion on tb® jteane of subs is tence , <*.**>} 

disetioisbl&g, the nuw&ar o i pcupers ead csm ^ a - l sb r a c e . 

However in «Saitbus' opinion **«>! <**?« t^Qd **« ©x^eriauce, 

"and t o the a c t u a l s t a t e u£ tbe unc iv i l i sed pace ui thu 

$lobe' , itsMU*ad ^ anything l i k e ea * e^uau. £iun* 5y I t 

«?ill appear a a l i g h t p a l l i a t i v e » in tine p a s t , w â ee* 

t ab l l sbs tmt ot c l o r i e s vas o-^tb .'iff lew I t aa*. vary 

expensive. Mmn for ©siv»r&tloa to settle-./ eolemxes saae 

resources a r e necgaaary • - w&®#l& for u*: voyage *«*, 

suppl ies ^or tfo& **ml%tfm%A u n t i l fefaey emu «%-*,, s e t t l e d . 

I t i s , In Haltfcra&* vte«#, £00 >wcn to *nrp«*cc • uv^WHisenta 

to provide l o r theae eT^e»iseis.^i Fast aKperienc* #howe 

t^oo, t n a t Respite «sa»&ive emigration to «.*»** ^j^-Ukac. 

co lonies bei-ore 1776, i t if. ^ s w ^ u i that it. lessened 

tbe u i s t r e a s ol tbe c^;wi-a ;*»« &t ttmt «^erf stad f e l t 

*7i,lacb, iaaaa, ^ 1 ; ^le^tM.. .Ecoimii^. . .vri t ln£. v . 1^$, 

3&>f«lthue» *{#**,? .an. jajwA*fc*m* - #<5»» V o l » ll* *• * ^ " 

14a. 



01/ 

secure before ea#»arkiag on a a r r i a g e . To c l inch the dla~ 

cushion, however, *iaitbu® reve r t s t o b i s p r inc ip l e of 

popula t ion , iuppose U»© p o p u i a t i ^ «K ^ u r ^ u o u t a g e 

stussia i s iOu : .u i l iuos ants sa*t a l l ^av^wt^ . t ' , ,'^ive MU-

H a l t e d a id to emigrat ion, i a a c« t tu ry tbe tfeauauaat 

papula t Lou uaul'J be 1,AJVJ -ollliU'.i*. I t i t .-Jountful tba t 

tbe uoeuUiv;. ce*? pat^s t-s *.ii-»; lU.r^j s^ula su^^^rt «&"u*k> a 

popul^xlon. Is the re la any Jouot, su^e&ts .ieltftu*, 

J u s t a^d another a-uc^y-^itfe c r Xil ty , t * i s '~o ir>® ciiwt 

per iod . ; aus.iary 

I t i s c lea r tbesef^re , tiaat \<itts &&y view OIL 
i-^iring *:r> Tar ass u«resttict*>" increase n- peon** 
i a t ^ >n emi.* r a t l i n i$ -siailastly Lae^-a^aste; but as 
a pefci-ki s>'K t ^ v ^ ^ ^ T vapadlenfc:, «uxi * i t b a 
vxvv. t^ &J5C , ~*<L ^egerai c u l t i v a t i o n aJ tb® 
c s ^ t b , «*>*-„ 'Ct» jri-Jev <»^€^ at c iv i i t aa tv j ' u , i t 
&@mm betfo useful aa-J pcjv&r; ai*^ I s I t £&i»£**..»t be 
pr-v>&1 t*iat -^wA-'^fi t i are auJss>,' a c t i ve ly to 
encoufwi>£ i * , i t t s r u t $uly ecrikin..? v unjust 
')^e i i £>« h 4 v •<**•*£ de>'e«r L ^-aliex^ it* ine-a ci< 
prevent i t . J i 

Ta Has^u l colour, howar^r, v-ju^c^t-ton i& <»iucb 

isore ^..sp^r^m,^. Use aVjii t lort of the *'oor um*t' vould 

c r e a t e kidespsrea-' ii^lrv&y. 'weai5k ^i.eivi ^re at; \>, t^ui 

tba t !"tbe only Icr'acdia^ retaae'y for an a c t u a l e*ee«a la 

uuiwt* 'p»i •* iwan'w ftp' Twmwfia-nTiinirrrTirnrt-iiT-n 

3yIfefat.« F . 140*147. 
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one c l a s s of tbe populat ion i s the ancient and approved 

one, coftopjarci ya^ueore « federation la than tbe 5ole and 

inxaediete saethod. I t i a a rawed y preparatory to eh& 

adoption aa*t i-tecesaary &o the w! ecy oi evuc> other . 

He couai-%}r& t&u u&u<»l oojectiou& — thac i t jf» c- pensive 

and t h a t 10 ^my case tbe vacuum * xild ».>%•* be / t i l e d . 

However, tbe c v f ; ?e ©* iee^iftv t.h* pauy;***, r£ '"Oil I s 

sweater than payinj^ tbe co®t«? of t h e i r emi>~rr£iyp* '&e* 

l i e f i s provided hy cpslgrratJ.'^ to those .'ho r tay as well 

as t o those w»to> Ion-*.. The Ameers of r i o . ?«-" r e b r l l i o n 

e r e thus d I win lane**. 

t ialthus va 3 tbe tc-lr *vou^ <st t< n> w o n V*" a t l a s 

on tbe export u! com aa-' r e s t r i c t ' O A R u -tfi î v"?5*?** He 

a l s o supported preaiustiu.* for turning up trenh tnm » 

an<u*«. eneoureaasMHtttn.** to a p i c u l t u r e above o.̂  udtanture* 

hi and to t i l l a g e above praising • But ebesc ®u r a a t i o u s , 

though meeting with Hal thus 1 evident app trove! a t e sner© 

p a l l i a t i v e s , b i s ar$u*/ienta useu aga ins t ' • i lg ra j to^ 

*°&e*»lott, !mtLM-j8Wkj> l • ¥* 

^.Ifojd. . l e t , e c , *'» »e»7. 
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eoul4 very wel l be used h e r e . 

411 economist* were agreed tha t the one fac tor 

wbicfo could bsve a aubstAwtlai ef fec t or*, the peo#>lt^«* 

presented fey the rooz Lars »*&.« educat ion. tv>rr*l r e a t r e i n t 

could be t aught . fidncatiaa was tbe feay. 

Here i&lthutf agrees "with the proems Is »S .*cu^ 

S&lth except that: he «̂ ,?ld 

. . . b e dlaposed t o l&y considerable atrews on tbe 
frequent expia-si&tiOT of the re&l s t # t e of tfee 
lower c leasae of soc ie ty as effected by tbe 
p r i n c i p l e of p?v«la t lon, &*̂  t h e i r c^ saqueac 
depeiW'f-ncc! on "hexsselvifs f<rr the cfeie.? pa r t of 
t h e i r Lappings« o£ liissr*-,0-

i'&ittauK* jim£g&4?tion.$ fcr tbe edtieatiott of the 

poor ^u bjiyofti' zh* ?>era Ittp^^tlnf of ^n^- îed-!?.©, he mx^«° 

neat* liiafc 

. . . £h« ,^m& object should he, to e leva te as 
sancb as .^oaeibie tbe ^.vMctt charac ter of the. 
lo*?er c l a s s e s ©f tb® coossnntty am* t o *J*rw a 
saoce <a>%,cke-d lino. b*iw«»an the 4'#yMm*f<*riit end ita* 
rfepeiW.cac lab^'a^er.*"* 

He recagulfi..**-, of course, c l ^ t " tn i c »ms®fc necea* 

fciiiwww^ii^fafc—wwai1"*" 'i>in<iuu.e uea^—ewe*** 

&%alth*iii, Cfc.Clt.. 3rd . «d.« Vol, 2, !'• ^l^-» 

&Hfaltl*js» 'A l e t t e r to &mmmt Mhitb»ea4 ;~sg. ii .I '» t 
%MT\ givaw in ftsli ia J> .7 . 0l4©s ad. J a ^ i M J J m J K a 
MelCjiMai* tautens Watt*, l ^ i , r . 191. 
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aar i i y be tbe wort* of t&ee • 

Tbe a t t a ck on the Foor lave by the ecoao&date 

ca®e fro® a number of d i r e c t i o n s . Tlsey objected to thety* 

because tbey tepeded tbe f ree asnvcjaent of labour ^iefeio 

tbe country. By *ubsitls.ln£ nages in neoy part® *f tb* 

kingdom, tbey diminished * t t e f f i c iency . Mf holding out 

t o labourers tbe c e r t a i n t y ©1 subsis tence a t t i l t ice®, 

tbey raade a p*?«'ol&@ wblab COL 1*1 wot be UM% -»OO4. Uy 

sebe&es such as *;&# 1 peenba yli^iv S*ysteu, cbey ^*antee<5 

subs is tence to aoy ehiXj» %>hicb amy be bora st*i-l &bu# en* 

courage*! ea r ly £**rriag« nm' tb© ^t'owcb of populat ion. 

She inereaee t.T papulat ion wo*U lea * to a retSnccion of 

aaeaa and the increase iu prc'ssuta oo La© .u^ati^ oX 

anbgiatesice. The «ippr€>pri&t# jgovemgient policy involved 

tbe grndyal a b o l i t i o n o£ che Ic-or L©vt, &%VJ ^&&«oly 

a id for €fiiX>;ri*tiont sjdue&w.i..̂  ^at.' e^tflcjlwiat'. 

M a l t h a s , Q a . C i t . . 3rd* * d „ ? o l , 2 , f. 413. 
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Even tboagh the *ma©04il$t4g acul^ ''-inf, $ood reason* 

for advocating iba cot&i a o o l l t i o n oi tbe i^or Law* yet 

there was a su&iitt&tt&ial tyocy ox apM^ian swblcli u^pa«*d 

any r a d i c a l re :en*« *ha locy y,^-ex^n^L „>K2 the fion*«s of 

Comjcms Ksf©£@ uawxlli ' i^ w <»at^it tbe loor l a s^ to a 

d r a s t i c ovurfcettl* 

&wema*ni. wippori; am at txyu &b*a Church* the 

wa ive rd i t t o s , thm wnrefor^atJ aunlc ipa i corporation* in 

tbe t a r o * , *o»t «£ tbe gr#nt landed JE«4illee an-: near ly 

a l l the country gentry* In die Aooae or Coaaoua about 

h a l l ol" tbe ne*tftere prMed tbaif»alv(ia on attasboient to 

no p a r t y . * Tbu© eter« ««fts a USM* o i ladapw»aants wbiab 

tgas neces sa r i l y a esisse oC p o l i t i c © ! unce r t a in ty . the 

goyerwtant eoold no*; in $uch a s i t u a t i o n a'-opt bol.l and 

% . J . H a r r i e t t , ^M$^MMA* Vm* fos*? Cberiea Seribn#r*» 
Son®, H6*»t v . lb&*7« 
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controversial pol icies without the certain support of these 

H«re* I t could adopt two different l ines ol policy* I t 

could a l l y i t s e l f iiicb tbe aanutacturlni* Interest and 

follow a policy of f lacal ratraacfnaent and r t £.?£;• cr i t 

c<3nltt 'sake cowmen cause with tbe country landlojc«t® mn-l 

develop the principle* jf paternal -o/eirn-ysnt. li* sect , 

tbe qoveru-^ent osc i l la te* v: general be tract} the two 

po l i c i e s . 

Xbe governsjent was largely ia favour a;! leaving 

tbe Foor La* a lo te . Speaking in the lioasc o. l*sKiwiot?s on 

Febmatry 21, 1&17, Lor*1 Caatlerea;rh, Lea«'er o. tbe Bonae 

and *orei'^*. -ec.£%.tarv, &* i'irnecl tb r t any rtotuwr of pre-* 

e ip i t a to yeaanrea directed a$ar<**t tt*e e-r*ta*? o*' the 

foor Laws coul^ not h® entertained* . George ^aanjn^, 

i*resiieat ol" tl**a Boast af uantrul, s iretd tbat tr» these 

laws i t «aa 'stoat una«*via&bic tc tc'-® a precipi tate 

course . J Robert Feel, tfome Secretary, rea "firmed the 

%alevy, Ibo, Liberal , wafrenlag (1*15*30), £.oa<?oe; E. &on«» 
1901, r . 325. 

^Beneatfg, ^arllaiHentary. , .^^J»A. Vol. I/J i% *. ;M, 

^^JYMMMP, M.,,fflfHMIUB).,.£ftBB*IMU >*<*• «*-S U>a*a*! 13**» 
Vol* 1̂ » F. 146, 



cau t ious approach. He Maintained in .April 1829 t h a t 

ebaagea in tb© lavs of set t lement aboulrf only "be bronfbt 

about., I t a t e l l , fcich the utmost d i a c r i <iaation ' . Vbiie 

e^reeitK tha t tbe syeteu ot payin\ *a^*j» oat a' ibe poor 

r a t e was highly aojeofcloaabia , yet be tktubtm4 whether 

a sy&tess febicb ted Xowi exis ted ai», which tea*? been 

uniformly acte*! y, 'or so »say ' / ea t s , eoult s£i.ely be 

reaovet1 o therviac than gradual ly" , iudead, Feel , vas 

pess imis t i c about the e'iecti«e«fe&« o a«y tovern.*. er.t 

actios, i a 1"''"V. There ' ^ a , he ec p r e s t o , a neees t i t y 

In the present emanation of ch«s paor t h r t \O«JV paralyse 

any a c t e, parliament ' .'" 

Canning a$" Castler<>&'*'h a /cec : ^1^1 ? e e l . r^at le* 

reagh a* f ir**' o« February 4 l i l o tha t " tbe &yt,t^ oi cbe 

Foor l*a*ra «a& laterwcve*- ^ i t h the I^ f rd tu t i sr® -u tbe 

country , anil tbe repeal o'" M*ch a ay.5ten *«•&£> sot t ? *€ 

7 

tboajgbt o) . Canoin? a^r^ft . Th© F u r Lav w^0 & 

question. <rrc*/ir»«- oat of tbe \s«t«^e Oi c e n t u r i e s , i n t e r ­

woven v i t b tbe habit® en^ deeply rootet* in tbe pr«sjt*"lca® 

i, jgarliaaaffi^ry AJebataa,. Vol. - ^ 1 , UZ9t £, 10!12. 
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of t l i r fe reae c l a s se s o£ tbe people ' . 4 5 

•y* not only were tbe Foor law* an i n t e g r a l pa r t 

of tbe i n s t i t u t i o n * or the country Hut, a l s o , ^<*ttl9r*>af*b 

suggested, tbey were, 

* , . ao genera l ly considered a* founded in r i ' b t 
9& wel l as tn lawj e spec ia l ly a t the present 
moment, vhea the poorer alaaaea had eetahliahe*) 
such a claid ct*. t^€ ««"^ii*acioa ©I th*e «i«3re 
a„ f luea t by t h e i r ea t l ence , t h e i r f o r t i t u d e , 
&'.c r e s u n e t i a a un/er ebaae *re«c enjferinf* 
sod pr iva t ion* which aros® oat of the t r a n s i t i o n 
ci" tb** country ?r<v- cm« s t a t e ct ^o^iai exer t ion 
to another * ^ 

i~vs » tnou^h too 'ove^iiment v?&& unwill ing tv, 

a t f a c t a racace l t rans lostaaci^u <->* the xf«oc Lavs, it etc 

not sa&sas tba t so^a re* :MM *.u the *ooc La ŝ* ^&s yn"»»ces» 

aary on that %overa<ae±n. *,,&« C^JLUterestcu 1*1 the i. 

Caatlereagh ^c in ta i^e t in i£ l? tbar "IF ~fo dhau^e vera 

soon affected l r tbe to^r Laws the i i o r l c os 'iur ,->reat»» 

aeas *»*! the system of eyr i^^w^tr^, woul-}
 S-JOC He 

•heican'. *ee l , eleven years l a t e r , a^re^u tha t tbe 

11 
sub jec t wm very important"• Even thaw "b ?>aih ^ t4tes» 

$^22i«^JL£J^s^to.» Vei. IV. r . US. 

9Ranserdf rarlfrfraeaeery. ^ t M « Vol. ^J'V, r . s?a . 

% M . . P. Sift. 

pd, ^ y l | a a ^ t a y , y . . j^ebajEfte* Vol. *VIU f U U , p . 5 
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men f e l t tbe Poor Lava aeeoa4 ®&m re£or« tbey mm on* 

w i l i i n g to eeankit tbe foearacseat to a po l i c y of re form. 

Caat lerea^t bel ieved tha t i t wa« 1*onfatr f ! to c a l l on the 

go^ermsant to reform the Foor Lews. Feel a^r-^ed. >fl® 

r e a l l y thoegbt t ba t fchia aabjeet would be such be t te r 

«ieait v i t h by i f»i iv i«tt ;al s e v e r s ( o f the Bouse * ' 

CossaonsJ than by tbe ta^rniasat* * 

though genera l ly u v w i l i i o ^ to boater comprehen­

s ive scfoe^e* of Poar Law reform, both ga>re every verbal 

encourage sent to p r i v e t taeftbars! to b r t - v ^ M i l s to 

regorst the l a v * . The in t imcioa ~u ^vfemaett t , i t seewad, 

was to eisaoura-fis tbe d i sc i ss ion c f the ' <K*Z Laws to t h a t , 

i n €ast lerea -5b * a *ord« f ""the adUK or tbe country' ' van I d 

5 i r i pen" t o a selyfcion* fhc prospect i f rese'ru^r a coa-

eeaay® however aeeste<2 to C^j t leraagb, a t leaes, m be a 

13 ioa$ "**sy o f f . 

fcvea tboupb tfee s> wernnant a t t i t u d e tewasf*i# any 

sasjer saeastsref "sf reform was sowawbat coo l * i t * saersbcru 

<w®re w i l l i n g t o pa r t i c i pa te i n parlous c ^ u i t t e e a en-

*%eaaer4» iari iasaenfiaty fMbatee, V o l . xaev, l 8 j C t r« 31,3* 
6 . 

J J fenaar« l , P « r l l * * « * t e r y Deb* tea . V o l . V t I t S l , P. 998* 
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tab l iabed t o examine tbe fcoor Laws. Castlerea&h wm» a 

saes&ar of three eoMiltteea o- tbe ion te of Comma* — of 

leM?» IS lb and 1A19* Foal wea a wesaber ©i tbe m i g r a t i o n 

Co®K»ittec, tbe Labourer** Mage* <k»«itte# arte tbe ifoor 

Law Employment Gosasitte®. Lord Liverpool, tbe vri«4e 

Min is te r , proposed the eatabilah&sent ol u Select Cotaalt-

t e e of the House of Lor^a cm the Foor Law*. 

IB addi t ion to Cayourtaj inves t iga t ion ®ndi d ie* 

eussior* oi tbe Foor Laws tfee * o^enusseat %?*» i«t *:avour of 

some ' "pract ica l "..-rataccent ant ^ra^ual s-sueii ore t ion ol' 

l i 

tbe system . Ca«tiereagjU savoured an auHprowewe^t in 

the a c t i n i a trauios* an-; to t h i s &nd a tJ wanted the appotat* 

aemt ^i i o l l - t ^ a e a d a i n i a t r a t o r a . be belts* *•«?<} coo, t ba t 

arerk ehoolC be m c r i t e r i o n iVr tbe r e c e i p t of r e l i e t . 

Indaca, ' b e wotiic push tlrla p r i nc ip l e so J a r , tbt*t be 

woule* r a t h e r eupl^y the labonrlnr- poor to tlig a ba le one 

day, and nake them i l l ! i t up ana in ebe mxt, than allow 

them to regain i? i le . . .* Waning and lba»kis«oa favoured 
H M U l i I mil n • m i . in in HI I in 

l4€aetlerea|;b: Beaaavd, .flf̂ fjflfc* Vol. X&XVX1, r. 156» 
€aatlereagb*« point of view Mat with editorial support in 
tbe IS***, .»e th^t.^waa. Jannary 5, lul&. 

t%an4gar^, jtfrbâ *.. Vol, &UV, f. SIS. 
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a sisipilcation of tbe Settlement Laws>° Sotb Feel and 

Williaa Husk ia son, President of tbe Board oi Tirade, 

favoured emigration a* a Man* ol rel ieving tbe country 

of i t * exees* population bat both ware lee® than enthus­

i a s t i c in advocating s ta te ait? for tbat parpoae. 

To tbe suggestion of John Curve ti, the Cuasberlaad 

landotoner and coal ssagaate, tbat foor Law taxes be baaed 

oa a l l form of property — not siaply landed property 

— m4 tbat *och zmm® be need to equalise asseewesita, 

tbe government, suggested Ceatlereagh, f'co»ld never ap­

prove o- such a *y«tei§.«. because there aeuld b e . . . no 

in t e re s t a t a l l to counteract abnaee, and to watch over 
11 

the dye application of the parish f a a C 

Of the proposal* lor ^wmmmmz t o asetattaka or 

eneonrage «t*e cul t ivat ion ol **a*w land*, tdverpool naa 

opposed. In phrase* redolent of Mem i-^itfe, be stated 

*%aaaard, Debafre*. Vol. JflU, 1819, P. 2»6 and 2®7. 

*?A. »rady, ^ m * n M A U m mi M l m l Htmt* Undo*I 
Oxford University Press, 1928, *. 154$ Hansard, $aba.,tya. 
Vol. XXI, 1*29, P. 1730*1733| Hansard, debates. Vol* U , 
1§23, f. 507-fi Hansard, ^abates. Vol. m i f , 182&, 
P. 1556*7. 

*%att*erd, Debate*. Vol. WOW, 181?, *• $27* 
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tbat i t «•* op to private capitalist® r,'to find out tbe 

*my in which the i r capi ta l conld be best employes!... 

/becausej under such circumstances tiie in teres t o£ tbe 

public mia not d l* t iac t frora tbe in teres t of tbe lxHivi-

dual . 

fbi* concern for ceoooay in ejoveruweat a** also 

evident in tbe position taken by tbe /e l se minister w*er 

tbe proposal to establ lab school* for pmpm children. 

He believed, " l e t economy be tbe i i r s t r e su l t , and b€ 

should be disposed to pay snore at tent ion ' co the proposal. 

On soae oceatfion* wmSmm &Z tbe gowrawint vmm 

willing to go beyond providing verbal euaportt for tbe 

exertions of other M*P**» mm peers, sr:: to support 

act ively a # » » » s of reform or re l ie f . Caetlerceejb *?ae 

one of the W»f*r. also 4rew up n»c brow-^bt in cbe P ^ r 

Law iwendiiient B i l l m& tbe Select Vestries M i l . 

In a few case* ^bere cost* could be earexnlly aon-

t rol led and where there *#aa dire diatrese* govariraent M«S 

wil l ing to intervene. In 1$17 i t was willing to loan op 

to £500,00© ' ' to those corporation* or other feodie* far 

l%an«ard, Mtim* **• *• l»^» *• w * 
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the purpose of tacking harbour® or canals or Co t ru s t ee* of 

roads , or to any per sou* engaged in public wfork* now in 

p rogress , or about to un-iertake thmm'"' for tb© purpose of 

providing amployflsent. To ©eat the d ie t tee«ee of d l ra lna* 

baa, tbe eoveroaent MM* u i l l l n g to loan 10,000 to 

:aC,0CC to the j-*ii.«£actutert which, in tbe *or<1* o* tbe 

Chancellor of tbe isteheojier, should be "of vmt&x^X serv ice 

in tbe present e?*lgeace'. sy&s of soney be--* H ês* pro­

vided in 1313 tuM in 1S25 to support e*il^ration to B r i t i s h 

2&orttt /<aerioa a* a measure of relief.** 

lo ry government po l icy in the per i a** %«a* then 

opposed to mif ®eastir«s of r ad i ca l re£cr*t of the foor Law*. 

i t we*., however, wi l l ing to engage in tbe i nvea t i r a t i on 

an# Ciic^s&aloa of tbe laws rrt4 t o support l imi ted pro* 

gra«e§& JT r e f e r s . 

l a tbe Hoy so M' Conxion* a nitrabar of J*.fr*», ve r ­

b a l l y supported t b i * pol icy to r a va r i e ty o£ reason*, i t 

2 %bc manual U l s t e r 1817. Vol. LL\f London: Baldwin, 
Cra4«Ioc& &wd Jay , lfcl>, P. 46 . 

n'MM*» *̂ *>• 
^%be ftwual Sea l s t a r 132&. l*on4on; Baldwin, CraoVloefc and 
J@ys 1827, P . 4 j - * 4 . 
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$*aa believed by some tbat the poor bad t\ right to support* 

Char lea Fy»fie Palaer, M.P. for Reading. am? a West India* 

landowner, * considered tbe Poor Low* a* the chartered 

rights of t,im poor, and hoped the Honee t#ould pause he-

fore It consents, to touch them' . Sir lobert Mlaon, 

M.P. for Soutbwarlr aa^K-iaJor-Ceneral, agreed. Hie deoae, 

be maintained, should aot touch "'the stetate of Kli?abeth 

which was tbe .Hagna Cbarta of the roar... ' be believed 

tbat tbe unemployed poor bad jwac the %mm right to a 

subsistence "as every gentleraan ha**l to hi* estate'." 

Those* Peregrine Gonrtesiay, ?1** • for To toes, sou o tbe 

Bishop of £xete* anri Vic* President of tb* feeard o£ 

Traoa in 1820, believed "tbat the poor... bad a fair and 

reasonable claim before CJod an?! m&n for relies". Lord 

Miltoe, H.P. for Yorkshire aatf only eon oi tbe second 

Earl Fltavillla's, «ugge*t*<* tbat tbe poor had earned tile 

Poor Law* by their eaartloaa thirlae, the *ar ia which tbey 

» . » W » i i ^ . » » « < l < f ' 

23ft*near<% Debates. Vol. V, 182-!, ; . l4Si, 
2 4 1 M . , P. 99*. 
2Slbi*f», P. » 2 . 

Vol. V, 1821, I* 995. 
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h#4 shown grea t attachment to eh« b ibbe r orders • -ere 

they oov to be told, be continued, t b a t i t <«#* tbe 

p leasure of the bibber orimr* e** hr«*w t*nv^.^ th» Ian*-

eatabl iabed system, and determine tha t provision should 

be no icm&er asa<:« l o t tbe^a t ' t o the poor rat«# on which 

tbey hati been teuu&i *>"* .tepe^vi .'4 l*w el If a l e ? , tbe 

dl&aolute nephew o i tbe Duke oi Wellington, , - i v l y 

afflmaed chat tbe p r inc ip l e of the Poor !*»«*» was exce l ­

l e n t SUM, t h e i r «*al-ttd!siuiatraciopi the cau$«s oi" a l l tbe 

e v i l ol which the pe*r>pi«i eo*splain*<d .** John Senate, 

landos#ae*r and if.P. l o r fciltabire, agreed. 

row»e of tb* *>ppijK**utu uc r«Vfcal cl"« f̂,@ ic« the 

t-'oor Laws i .el t I t «iese®«sry to ^feate t h e i r pos i t ion an 

tbe Ha! , lmai#n p r inc ip l e of populat ion. Lossf > a l i e s l e y 

agreed feith B#»«£»; t h a t ' ' in a ^rea t covratry l i k e t b i s i t 

was r a r e l y in- eed tba t tbe *s<-pplir of labour wsul-J be 

£oun- too great ' • l uchse l fiscal® .-'a ' .lac, soc i a l r a -

27Hansar«', fifftataa. Vol . .X, 1S19, P. 471. 

mMem»t4> Pebata*. Vol. XXV, 1030* P . 1322. 

2 %an*ard , lfrfr«fc*a,. Vol. XI, I M 5 , P. 57?. 

^ sH*aa rd t ffcba.ft**« Vol. V, 1821, P . §9&-7s Hattaasri* 
Pebata.*.. Vol . AiUi>, UU9 *-. 412. 
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former, merchant and M.l . for Mewark, bel ieved tba t i t mm 

not poss ib le to speak of rec&wncant population i n England. 

At harves t tisse, ioc e:*a«pl**, there was always a sbortage 

of labour an-' i t wa* necessary to import Zri«b La*»cajtr«r$ 

to do %he work« S© f e l t t ba t tbe bes t colonies t ba t eoaV 

be planted ^fero tbo#e which * i$bt be es tab l i shed in tb® 

oncuit ivateo' ceaerca o£ our &yropeaa Eaipite . Robert 

Pres ton, H . i . .tor j**bitt*rten and a spokesman for tbe Landed 

c l s s s e * , beiiev^t; t h a t ay the c u l t i v a t i o n ol waace lead*, 

such a* u&rusov-sr aa*t irjes«oor by wor&ers on t h e i r own, tbe 

United Hagd@«£ could (Maintain a population ol' e ix ty 

s d l l i a a . *" 

Beyoiu jlMpie «*£itmetiaas of 4onbt xn tbe &om^ 

clusio-n. of Halthus» Mere &»*'**. who saat*a aosag at tempt to 

r e i u t * b i4 vleue* fea#oii £ecaey, H . i . l o r letrtown, 

len^owaer aa*} bihliosiaaiie, speaking, em the #oot be l i e f 

B i l l ettlntAUMMl uh«L i t , 

^Hlenaard, ;«b^t^a. Vol. A * 1 , l&Zv, f. I72e*^t / s imi la r 
eeat i ' sent «<as espce**©^ hy tbe #u*.Vr o£ Hirtt«* for Chi-
Cult i 'vat ioa «#& tbe Peat Hog* o i IrelaiKl in a l e t t e r t o 
f. S. Haltbua*, i&3£|tf&&ff£» *& • ^ » *>* ^?* 1P17, 
P . 80**?. 

3%©berc Preaton, iCTM^ia t i ;* **• U W . 
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. . .was an a t t e a p t £o bria,£ the ^eatesCable 
*y*teia of Mr. Maltbws to bear upon &*« l e g i s l a t i o n 
of tbe coontry, — a ayatesa which every chapter Q-1 
sacred b i s t o r y eten^ewne, cwi-y pa*^ .'* ^ v i i 
h i s t o r y confute®, ami ©very \mp ol a half unpeopled 
world, a f t e r a dura t ion 01 near ^9VVU «*»*•**&, pr<*vv^ 
tb* abaur f l ty of. Mr, 0, ««*!*/ tba t bartsly Carey 
years bad elapsed ®lnce Tr« J-'rice had re ^yif»c*<' 
tbe philosophers s>f b i s 4&j» t ha t tbe country 
ws@ j^oin--; so £a&t 1M I'^popoJL&tion, tU-L - « r e 
*«sylc? aot be &r.©ogh o»~ fes%lish«5*n l e f t to t i l l 
tbe s o l i of t h e i r fa t h e r e . Bat be hjpL*. a*». 
t ru s t ed t ba t t ha t Monte wonal*! never be ia4 to 
l e g i s l a t e 3A the theor ies of such pbilo»op«ar« ** 
sheen; ano la*s*t of a l l , to $tw% any cou&teaauoe 
to a doctr ine which in t h i s country sbjul"f rcco^-
a i ae a r i g h t in tbe ; i c h , to **y t o the poor, 
t ba t tbey bad no business to be !>om; tba t I t wax-
in tbe or^cr oi a-attir© t h a t they sbool s t a r v e ; 
and t b a t whatever '-,l;,ht T>«i tbe ebuciance of h i* 
s u p e r f l u i t i e s , j.i*oa hiea tbey could ^esaano noth­
ing ••** 

John Ca le ra f t , M.P. for the family borough o l • ax&basis an/ 

Payaasfcer-llteneral in Vellln;rton*i1 ad'-ainiatratlon, *Se-

c la red tba t be va* "a frie&4 to an unres t r lo tev i v ! 

eos^mlsory levy for tb© * ^Intenance oi the po#r ittv 

cSoobtet? tba t tbe I co r 1©*."" *u»̂  tfc# r-r^ect of ir4dc»?*inv 

tbe populat ion to auch ar* ea ten t as w«n aaae/te-3 *';* *oi>©, 

Inriee*, 

If tbe prase*.i ^*cy*ir C tb^af p-ocr j <-u»® «a? 
co^par^f* with tbe a«ount si*£ty year* a$o f i t 
woult* !*a faun*"* ttwK tb ty l ^ only H.creaa**' i a 

33fle**erJ t u U u t i , Vol. f, 1&21* #•• 14*1*1. 
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proportion to the increase %*\ the prl« of pro­
vision*, in the amount ai Mutation, at*; in & M 
rental of the kiofdOM.-^ 

SOB* M.^*<S» bellvT'Oi thaw clue it?/<?1 «*.' „<*>*- i>aw 

e x p e n d i t u r e s wee t a t h ighe r than *«u<»H 1— He r v ^ c t * ' 

Cour te^ay t »£ i n t a i ne^ claw t , 

. . . t b e ô%>r*;* ^*ce* fcav«* c*ot uiw.-iU' * i i > ^ f̂ ~,~ 
t e s t y *.*.£& t h e - c o u l i t n s a l l y xac roae tn^ pre»twr«' 
^ i c b h#s beon inrput®^ tr? cb«s s an<* »Li - *- n j-hi 
6.*̂ *, ..© ou.4*', i^oti* ti*a aaknoaleitgeu p r o g r e s s i o n 01 
t b e a&ount, a iaat lnj , , p r o ^ ^ t ' s l / f k e s e a r t tn 
t i v c v w c a . ' i , I t AS s i U ^ = t-ttot che usaoout y&g 
c o p s u r n t l y c^cre^ae^ %>',%h a L$PL *.<»»• LC< o»est 
t o U»» »uwvw**ct«* Cw-ir «*y wi*s etwirease o*. p o p u l a t i o n , 
o r o t t he p r l c t . *»r p rwL.Sau j ; ar*<n or* c«^ ^er^nr-
t be ^^fetcii^ «iuis &.L t h e period® lei vhiot* cbe 
ccmt t ry we» cosRparatlvelv r-caf* watb t;. nu ^HIL. 
nav«t jtetit «*s,.,M*»»i»«i j.a '-A****.** ti,k*ae» tiite a l l e g a ­
t i o n w i l l o>® I 'ww' c o r r e c t . I t i s , ^u^e^f^, 
teorcbv ^- t>fn>&«j*.v**.iujirt, tba& *.* we C4*?ap«ra cbe r e ­
t u r n * of 11.15 v i c h those of 180Q, no a c c u r a t e 
£llvJfefeutc*s io,i ib« e u c r e a s e *,» p o p u l a t i o n and u% 
t b e p r i e s of vbcat:, w i l l ^ u ^ f i i W . s l y &©o*&»t for 
t b e &ae«.fc^s« a t *4fcpci*^icn*fci vL^la cbe properc*.o» 
wtsicfe fc,*^ uu "Ofî  *»/ psuper& hearts t(» the t o ^ l e 
p e o p l e , h&b. »£wec*lf un*ucm®m& w*.i.bui that P&S.XQ< , 
a«v* i s %±m counties* b»«*s been *l«-*i.«i**-C' • fv^ 
•«££r&#i ly Li**, e<<*uui»t A* u l i e c t e i i oy t b e p r i c e of 
corn i* s i t jm by a t j e t ap',»ea *.•*!«>. i*t, t m r e t a r *g 
o, iv l ^ . i u tbe cbi'e* year* Inclnueti irs t hose r e ­
t u r n s , not on ly oii» W H S t^e.*.**^ c,jto*N tbe a .^ r 
h o t eb** nuM^er o* peraoa* relieve** a r e shown 

^ ^ h * a i a r t a r l r . .ig^i^eM. ^econu fedltiosi, l«omi«n; John 
I fe r ray , 161? , Vo l . ^ 1 1 , t . A*.!-**. 



7$ 

gradual ly to have decline*!. \ eorreaeondlng f a l l 
appear* In tbe p r i c e of vfieat.^* 

Edwasr. Copies ton , provost of Ori«*l Colic <•*», fVF/W, an^ 

Blackwood's Kditiburgb Mag&siric •cecc i a subs t an t i a l a~r*K-

taea t .v i tb h i a . * 

lo £*SUitur., C o u r t e s y bel ieved t M t >?» exact 

propor t ion bet*-<*<&»* the reruns? am5 supply ni Ir1-*^, r e c * . . . 

i s u t t e r l y impract icable . Indeed, be h e l l e r s , » n eve 

unable to c a l cu l a t e far ahe«»<~* c<€ tbe tine.* v lv t w i l l 

happen. Banco to «se Jialtbt-f' jfie~** on population tn^ 

tb® foor Lavs &» £he !>&«!& 01 pt * l i e policy 1* nnaound. 

Michael Holan, b a r r i s t e r anrl M.i , Tor Bam«taple f 

expressed b i s eoaaartfsiti/fc *iai* a3f £'oc Voosr Law. Hi© 

• • • - e a i ^ a i s not fca Ic$£toy tbe c&isfti i; sy^te^t 
for tbe r e l i e v i n g she poor, bu t to r e s to re ecu* 
Qci&j is. fcac**, so i»c at* the e&if t inr "-^sules &A& 
baoi te o i ecc ie ty v*U a*'.»*It» to Ibe t rue a p l r l t 
of the s t a t u t e p&&a&4 n f t* &3r*J year of tbe 
re ign of vjpeen ill&ebeth.4*4 

.i» 11 ewe tin r •»>!»•««—imeii—ewii m<r 

**Tkwm» Feregr ioe (kmrtenay, A traat^Uo. uoon the Foor 
Lo^?*,. London s Jol-n fiyrray, ii: l#* 5 . 7 . 

*7EdMer,i Coplee^a, „ 'timvl Mm &P ^JJjM^Mi^ 
gobert r e a l Li.**.. London? Jofa Hurray, 181 >, . '. I l l , «n*3 
I | a ^ w ^ d > ^ ^ . u r R b . ^fetfsdafu Vol. ^ ' 1 1 1 , ft1lsi*»rght 
i lackwo*!, l t S a , F. 9*0, 

^las%sar4, JJcbataa. Vol. VI I , UJ2>, V, l^SJ. 
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Courtenay ant! Stwiege* Sourne, tbe chairusati of tbe IS 17 

ioo r Law Cosaaitfcee, agreed,*** 

From »a easaainatiofl of tb* races ot ^nwit . or 

popula t ion of Un^lanJ anc a lea and i c o t l i i ' 1 hetweer I'vjl 

and l ; m — wb*.c&< warm i»* ~^tu cast;* nhow'c M ~i1i%t Helen 

coaelu4ec5 t h a t i t ^c* <reo«î  to a t t r i b u t e en* growth of 

populat ion to the un^i leb ?oor L J V * . * C b l r l o b e r t «ll*o«i 

echoes a s l a l i a r thougbc. ^onid «*y *aap «aaint®in, foe 

sugges t s , "tbat an allowance of a s h i l l i n g or ei&hteeo 

pence a week iox & <mn*® second or th i rd chi ld \m% a 

41 premium oa population's? Lord Hilton agreed. »-xcfe 

r e spec t to tbe encouray^fe^t sbicb the *©ur Laws ga^e to 

e a r l y smC laqproaidant R*r*tages» be tfonbtee i f those 

aairriage* were *o freorient a® tbey were *appoaed to be.'* 

3%hot3as Courteoay, ,fA l e t t e r t o ^tur^e* Bourne", 
e h l e t e e r . London:* Rest and Fanner, 18101 Vol. £1 , t \ 3M« 

*°Ilatt*ar«J, Debates. Vol . V l i , I M S , * . 15bl . 

**Saa*ajra, Debate*. Vol* V, 1821, p . WS. 

4 2JbJ&.» P. 937-8. J ^ e ^ y o o ^ e . ffi#flftnjfff|i ^ f f l f e l U in' 
troduce^ a eeot lMMtal n o t e . I t bel ieved tha t i«a 
{aarrlad not fro® a c a l c o l a t l o a of t h e i r toeee* from tbe 
foor Law* ba t for leva atW pension. BliMpfcwood1*. Sft&-

y 13 JMie 1828, r \ #32. 
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t he vleva expreeaed by asedfoer* of tbe Tory sjovem* 

merit and ind iv idua l H,F*. gave Bom idea of the opinion* 

of tbe Foor lew supporter* *•- t*heu;i l i e t i c ims. '-£ uie 

e x t e n t . T^o ind ica to r* of tb® asaount of support t a r p®jr* 

t i c u l a r peir>t* of vie* ca<. *"€* -st«:r. in the b i l l s -uittvoMC***! 

in ParliaRient «a«* fey those which a c t u a l l y CCCCJLVTO ftoyal 

Assent . 

Of tbe ac t* of fa r l ia rser t of tbe l^l3»iC period 

not one aaadt* any eonei 'arable change in t&e r-oor Law*. 

The woat Ls^ortant reform* vera n«de in the year® ifelia awl 

1819 an* were rsalaly c o ^ e m e d %ritb iT^rovias. tbe * > l ^io l -

s t r a t i o n of tbe law*. 

Tfeere r a r e a sajKafear of b i l l * latxorhtend i n to 

Farilament in Ebe ISHO'sg which «*oui ' tew -\*<*© wzy ba*ic 

©henges in the Poor Lave *^ut none of abets -rot, beyond 

t h i r d read in r i e the Commons. There ^**, tb^re^ore , 

aube t r . r t i a i oppoaltJyou to r ad i ca l r e f e r s . 

4 i t b e b ta ta ta^ of Cgnafc %KUM&,A tort. I re land, London: 
<3eor<;fc Eyre *>> < «.mre<*> *.fcraiuu*, l^ilJ. -^ C. I l l , C, u^, 
P . >2is Si i* 111, C. 12, *. oS7j i? « . i l l , C. S3, 

**Tbe**.- bill* will be ***/»*."<..' in the uc« s. ̂ Lapter. 
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government *n<5 *o***e W.F*. were unwil l ing t o accept 

r a d i c a l reform of ebe Foor Lava for a va r i e ty of rnasasia. 

The Tory gwerntaent ba<? i<i c la«c najorlv: > l» cJ»u i-V^g^ , 

Corasoae aro I t wa» therefore 3bli>eV to be «ery circum­

spect in whe h i l l s I t t r . - j - w . a ' , There w#« /.<>o, a l<vt-

t r a d i t i o n t ba t r o/eroaent fi ' *^t l a t e r ' e r e In parochial 

aa4 Municipal a^talsr*. B r i t i s h ^averment* **ere •mainly 

concern**: with fo t c l rn po l i cy , c i v i l o rder , Jva t l ce *JK! 

t a x a t i o n . * Tbe -ebb* w ^ e r t t b a t , 

. . . i t ii scarcely t**o mt-cb 60 any tba t between 
the -OrJ ot -i_;«.v^vL4 (1 >U1; da$ tfre i ';^r 1^'* 
A^n<bsent ' c t of l « 3 ' - . . . there is.. In tbe 
s t a tucc j<jjr.t no jueil^c&l'ailij'i J an / j o ,m 'n *%..- -
po l icy v i t b re^curtt to such a 4osse»tic a f f a i r . 

Tbe promotion o" l e g i s l a t i o n *m tbe Foor Le*?s wm c rad l* 
it'*} 

c iona l ly l e f t to liwli 'ic'nal t t .P*. There t i 1 fe*lte*\ 

i n tbe *peeche* o* ^je^ber*; «f the 'avermsent t ba t they 

arm ba< f le*1 by ebe proMcra* pretented b» tbe Poor Ls%*® 

an^ eer-not »ee any *oltt~ion to iha^. 

• Illl I I in II m i M l . i i i m !• » 

45*ood«*r<*, The »;* oL,?.*&><%,, r . I i . 

* > c J . vebJ>, gfrfllffr ti>cal f^ov^yamftfe f t . IX: J£fJLj££ 



Part of the reason Tor t b i * fee l ing no doubt a r i a a e 

hrosa tbe f ac t t ba t ^o*rer«ent and parliament; did ca t ba te 

adequate s t a t i s t i c * t o ^Ive the.* A p i c t u r e o *hac was 

hanoenln< ia the country , i t «** not u n t i l U'wl Umw a 

*Jeceonial cen*us cf populat ion w&® j ^ a u . I t was only u> 

1815 t b a t ecu >-el s t a t i s t i c s J, che *.oo- Lav, fe^envUnsress 

begaw to be collected,^® ^vea tbea* staLis.ti.wa l e s t touch 

t o be des i r ed . The - e l e c t Couwaitte* oo i'oar s&t* i « t u » i 

*U7<este«i t ha t t s ^ r e &fco«l * be i<r>~i ^ n i.\ uie &u&£i»t.i£g 

a breakdown l i s t i n g cb« raaaoa* why rel ic ." was , r aa t e j 

and tbe St^unt unuer each hea«.Un>,. ..ucis ini oraa t ion 

would be a»i obviout kaa lc earseaitiai .or an/oofe coatesa* 

p l a t i n g a re/aras zt the ^ oor Lai*®. 

! • the "ixrst f i f t een y#ars o t tbe ajuk*fcttcnua 

eea tury fuveru •>«.>«- en'? p a r l i a - ^ / c ' s <t ><*,.*. &ie«, were ~̂&i$ 

abaorbed '-»y the Napoleonic wars, la th« e,ive year* 

a f t e r tbe va r , tn»tb «?®r@ a.VfM to ac t Hv ;t»u*e <r Lr.*s 

ly 55 £ . I l l , C 4? ; i t * mM„uL.^M.Ml^ , ftiW.ft» 
j$$_ Croat ft^aM,» aafL I r ^ f i f * Looeoat (Scarce -yre an<! 
Mare*' &trab*n, V l . , l\ * ' - £ £ . 

l $ ' l l , Mouse of Uo«s!on«s, 1322., !'• ly*12. 

http://staLis.ti.wa
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fear of cavolu t ion . In 1812 a aecra t repor t o€ tl 

of Lord* connected tbe Luddlta lutbraake with or^aalaed 

Areiroiutinnery tteal.-ma. *" The bo* Field* r i . o\ Deaeatoer 

l i l ' j , tbe Blan^eteer* a»rcb && L,H 'don &t H'-I7f tbe Lanea* 

s h i r e s t r i k e * oi 1&1&, tb© ^e t s r loo l a s t i n g ol Awg«®t 

1819 an*l tbe Cata S t r ee t eonaplxecy oi (toveafeer 1819 w r a 

sy-spcam oi tbe considerable u-utre&t in tbe : *.« t r y , A 

s e c r e t cosfcaitte* OA tbe Qtmmnm t e f o r t ^ - t ba t fcbe avowed 

objec ts CM tbegA ^iaturbanca* w*er« notnL,"; shor t of 

51 
revo lu t ion . (Povernuent an?! p&rXinraent shotted t h e i r 
concern by the passage o.t tbe ^1^. , ,flflifia and tbe s^&ywu^ion 

52 ot Bdbeas Corpus. 

The Foof Lew *»* bald by soeae to be a kind o£ 

insurance aga ins t t h e f t , o o t r a ^ and o . ^ I t s t ion . Ht$r~ 

F r e d e r i c k and Fother !«;;.**-;<, for.iinr^jqajey m&.fcary, off 
England. Vol. XI, 1 . S i . 

S l l b l d . . . i \ 175. 

5 2Tbree of these ce lebra ted ®ets d e a l t with tbe ©roc®-* 
dure for b r i ag ln case* to t r i a l , jweohlMtion ^ meeting* 
£;or «ai l i tary exercise® *tis? the i a tue ol warraot* fcW «b® 
search ot arm*. The other th ree acts* retiwlatea* public 
oeeclttge* allowed aa^ia t ra te® to seisse aedl t iov* l i t e r * * 
fcnre ami placed a tea? dut iea on a l l mm%fap®t®+ ^eaj 

»3l l tUv», M^mLMJUh P . W 5 ftUtftarood'a 



ney walatainad tbat the 'oraly possible tendency of 4* bill 

to e»*p the Ft»or Laws s'wuid be to -̂ ake the country & aaene 

of ranine and violence and utter confusion, iros® one end 

S4 
to the other . GalaraKt eehoed similar *®ntteent*. 

h i l l "tenet be a t tended with erase of tm© a l t e r n a t i v e * *• 

• b5 s t a r v a t i o n or i n t e s t i n e eoaasotioo . 

stolen earner1 t ba t 

To pluck sen . a l*rs»e »a«** o: subsis tence C*» 
the v uot Lava J , . .woaii be c r u e l , *i i t way* 
safe,} aed <s»ould he most unirtse, as i t wot*i« he 
suost danger»3«s — i »&y •ao*t *&u &.i.\^&, a& i t 4<*s*t 
arouse the s t ronges t £eelta„;s of nature aeaitsat 
oyu; c i v i l t ra .KH.i l i ty, S*H' f,ive t</ o*#ttdt.u>a the 
colour oi neceesary r e s i s t ance aga ins t teuton 

I t sa&> be ar-^iied t ba t Hovenineut pol icy during 

tbe ISIS to i&>0 period 3e^tlactam ®$®s%mUi €*plAi®&§ of 

i t s «*«.v î*s ai»^ oi i t * auppostera. Host of tfee fOveru-

sen;.** support caste "*c« the country gentry and the 

lan4e« a r i s t o c r a c y , ©s i-» tsoei o- i t s .AI^-^C;t*,.. Ck ti 

ind iv idua l ®e^e r* who spoke in ta^our of a r e t en t ion of 

tbe Poor Law*, h l laon , bturgae Bourne, Courteoay, Cal-

^f ianaard , r^t^fiaa,. Vol, V» l S ? l t i» l*V.&. 

S 5 ^ d . . K i m * § . 

^Hansa rd , Debate*. ¥61 • ¥11 , i iSU, r . I3b5. 
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c r a £ t , Ourney, Sennet* Lo«gt v e l l e e l ey an.*1 Milton derived 

sauch o£ t h e i r lnco»e ? t « land . Nolan wa* a ba«issuer $ 

Sadler , a raercbaot; and f a l n e r , «•* .-ran- ~»!. Icn : in the 

'**at Ind ie* . i t <aay thus appear tba t there u t a c . > 

nectlu-t letvs&e^ l&ai ^«cr£-bip au-< c - cc i r i u> ratsu<» t i e 

Pocr Lev a . 

Ir= _h* U.eutv v«ar« p r to r i.« l ^ l : , i t 1* pro'oeMn 

t b a t the Speeiihaaland afetem «?aa auopted b\ tany pa t ien t* 

pure ly because i t w&m tbe seott econot'lcal aeea* ul L^lc -

log dotm wa^e*.** Halftbu* nela ta lned d i e t , i f va^aa be,*; 

been i e f t a loae , tbey wui<rj hav® rlaen to ®eet tb® cont of 

food. 

During the war ?*ar* i t ia probable t ha t tb© 

•taadard 01 l iv ing of the i^eker <uKtlia*o>. On tbe ^tfeer 

band farsaearsi* pro^ic* went op and ren ts with these xa 

asaouot* ia oo ferny eot«*en*oret«* v i t b a^Uit ional ei^ott .*, 

S^ccord ing to Ju^<i the H>e*t indie* laat5o&meEs acta** ^ery 
much 11K* ssesabers of the Ln^ileb landed gentry, «ee 
Serrit *• <iuddt m^®M.M«Jmh&mmn& LUJLJI»XJJZ) f 
Hew Havent f a l a Universi ty Fresa, 1959, i\ »>?. 

S i l l i e r * Heport, goer ..Lay. Maaapt. r , U<?. 

S%oo^a rd , t be % e of .ie£o,r«* r*. 9* F.rt.L. Ilsoaapsoo, 
frwUab. .hmtfmL.Lmtm%.JMJ^m..Mmmmth Centaury. Londoni 
iottfcledge an4 Paul , 19*3, f. "115* 



otw out lays or i r e s b practl:<&#. t a r t v»* fU<*e iaetee***' 

pi-OLit* were Ve to th«? i a c t J m vo^o* vs.ce Ultf a t lover 

l eve le than veul*.' have been Lbe ct*e without tb© ^peanbai** 

lav* ^y&tt .*• S'ollc*rIm tb® a ^ i f the v$r t p r l c i * ol 

e g r l e a l t i x a l product* t e l l , p ro f i t * i * l l an< re&te be&an 

to i a l l with cbe.1t.. The J oor L&w tax «a* levied na l a iy 

on tbe lam A-K ^m t h c r^ ' o r e ultima* tfcly pau* by tfee 

lao/'owrto-. In tb:* I J* tt *: t ' i re m& r»„cb tvlCencs sf over* 

populat ion ia r u r a l d i s t r i w t e . There m& t ^ , in eon teat* 

porery op^ i lea t^eh evice&ct c< tfee iuci w d e u c y ** a g r i ­

c u l t u r a l labour Jk.e to the toot Law. \ <ce tbe law 

guaranteed a labourer h i* subs is tence , the eofe&s OJ, tbe 

ine f f i c i eacy and overpopulation uere borna by tbe lna«i~ 

o&mera via tbe pswr r a l e , tbe move*3ent away frer* centre* 

at' overpopulation wa* inb lh l t c4 by tbe *etties8®«£ law*. 

' t o t a l a b o l i t i o n a t tbm fcoor Law* tberefore woul<sl uo* 

il^u^^MCly have been i a tbe economic i n t e r e s t ot the land* 

e%u«u.'e* Such an enaetmaat coming e lonely a^ ter tbe pae*ag® 

at tbe Corn Law* o i l&l> vouid probably have been *r©yarded 

^"jtv«peon f c>e..»,CI,t.» 4*. U W « 
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a* an expression ot cynical #©ii inter®**, on uw p a r t w£ 

the l a n d l - r d a . 

uj.verivA.*ig d «• i^s^B a*! in*, tit ppor>-t.r. **i uh*. *«• r 

Lav wa* a p a r t i c u l a r aoncapc OA aocjue^y. ifcjou^. ao* 

c l e a r i v eaunci4ii«^ a piocure or * p*cexo*li«*vi<; »tatM* 

soc ie ty etaer***. the t r a d i t i o n a l pa t t e rn cf the wutiuel 

ob l iga t ion QI <^l*£.jae u--» fc,«cL -jti^L er< i ih* rt&j/o&ai ^i l i - «* 

oi the povetfful aiv<- M&fthy tM cl~2 *« l l* rc a tbt ««t,e.* 

an^ f r3 : r . r r., &r* cK aoc i^ t" va» wis$ti<$&Xi-& ,,*" £he 

du t i e s e»^ c ^ l i ^ t i ^ - t i wem* oalnaco1, »y rfj-bt* a*- pri<?>* 

l e g e s . 

^ f e sH^ftfey^.^ &evul,ff> »»-'^e*t«* t h r t tbe poor h*ve 

tbe s t ronges t ciaiws 00 «11 those aiaeees of soc ie ty 

wtec*se Incogs* a re derived "TO© tbe if lat#our *>«.* *r<>-

asay cal«> i t y or saaforfcufww... tfefey urc unable t o continue 

labour • *""* Other supporter* *peac? 1», tbe r i ht " nf th& 

poor t o r e l i e f . ** Thi$ r l r b t i» Na«**?'> on the law ot tbe 

^ a a a u e l >fc*...jte,r, l^r„Ljf„' ^ jy , ' : J £ L J - . ^ ^ ^ _ . U t u . • 
bo'r;bi ytsivesTBifcy oi Iitt**>urJ?h, I-**//, » . >l» 

^ ^ a r t e r l y .i>*svl#jr. 2n^« etw, Lonttoa: J . Hurray, l e i / , 
Vol. * U , F. 421. 

6*H. ftiraey, Mansard, Vol. " . , I . l'**r : ^.. > . V a l ^ * , 
Baaaard, Vol. V i i , i . i# tus j«olaa« baaear , Vol, VIA, 
P . ??&-?: Caatlareassb, %av»r^* Vt>l. o , *'. 524, 
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l«a«s, the l&%<>& ol na tu re , a**v* the ia^t* ai *kU . " ' Hbe oo* 

ligation of tbe wealthy to ft^mtlZ^ iur tbe poor le ««iv«a* 

tageou* l o r the tick*, Cor >r» d u e - &y t »oy e** i ueveiop <*«*.< 

g r a t i s ; uw tc Lur'«jii« *n c»iat vuv.*!^ i ^ i ^ e . * . 

1st acssse way, p«rb*p», tbe pr iv i leged *>npporcer» oJ 

tbe i ' j j r Laws scus^d t h a t an %m<< of tbe »o©r **®%f« v ^ y 

©erk a 8t .ty LA tn© t£«»u«»i£j£ a t u<s ui ^ tc ie ty ic«st pater* 

oalis:. ' to iii<tivi<\fcljL»v, irffegs e <Jt*» &£&ut<* t »F useir $!»&* 

would be c<ue«tl^u*« a»u tbei« ptlvLieges abeA*^^. wne 

w r i t e r baa sup ;s»4»t©^ : 

The re*©rf« a ! «;»«* iooi La'-* *»«» **at «a iavXttte<3 
i s s u e , ic «*es #n In t eg ra l pa r t oi tfee growing 
bodv of change* neo**aary for .laglaati** tranai** 
tiors co »& iBuu&tri&i d*a£ c--"s«.e*ci*l goci^ey, 
£peenbn#»laad and tbe .t'oer tew v-slicy fwu*»5«I 
upva i t repreaeateti O'uw <ut the l a s t reaainoer? oi 
the s t a t u s a a c s s t t y a£ tbe evolving aoc ie t^ . 

- p a r t tfeea, for s few »inot proposal* t^a-a l a 

1^17, ? j^mt oZ very wid-»«pr#^c w w o m over tbe t ^ t e u t 

©i. p^u^erla^ ia u/*> country, ^vtxnjaeat w*t«* l a rge ly uu» 

villi**., e© i n i t i a t e or charatenanee any r a u l c a i r e tu rn oi 

«ii<e'wei'«e»iiww*Miw*ieep*w)wBMiwH*ew*»w'iirr<ii>i 

b % . Surney, Itanaacrf, Vol. V., r . I4tt0. 

^?f, '». Carelaas ' * v l t , The : M, <<£ ^roy n.^ , K . . ^ . Hf .1, s 
Claron>i?nt 19*4, I , 142. 
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tbe Foor Laws. lc< tbe Mro©® o.. C:>i%,»m&> opposi t ion c , 

r a d i c a l reioi* '»ass s u f f i c u ^ t l y ©truv^ to prevent; any 

r a d i c a l saeaanrt r^oin^ beyon th i rd rea<''inv,. I t i« tb®r&-

to re evident t b a t there wa« a wide 'Jiver^eoce fretsseen tbe 

oplsioti* of tbe ecoaoiaiat* rad those of tbe apverotfleot. 

I t i s a iao apparent t b a t there was a considerable «us<ber 

o l M,*s» who opposed tbe viears ol tbe economist*, tbe 

opposi t ion e>> tbe economists^ aprang frosa the oelieat tba t 

tbe poor ban a r i g h t to r e l i e f , tbe ^ear ox revo lu t ion , 

tbe very cssapi^xity ol tbe proble®, tbe r a d i c a l na ture 

ot tbe proposa ls , tbe r e j ec t i on c i tbe ^a l tbus lan p r i n c i * 

p ie of populat ion, and tbe b e l i e ! t b a t tbe t r a d i t i o n a l 

order of soc i e ty was eb»«ate«#d. 



art) 

^ves tboygb the Tory ^oversssent and a otHabe-* of 

H.P*. favoured tne r e t en t ion of tibe *%«£ Leva, a eonelder* 

ab le body of opinion in the Connona favoured the r a d i c a l 

reform or tbe foor hmw* Soaa me&msre ot tbe support for 

r a d i c a l reform can be gau^e^ f ro* tbe Seaorfc* ear* debates 

of tbe ite*«@ of Coasso&s. 

Select Ckaaaittee* wars cirea<v*J ky bad* Bo*j*ea o" 

Parliament on a serssimial baair. f .̂ s tbe parpoae „».. eaaniu* 

ing «n*1 repor t ing a» ^cy ^rt loaXasr tft*i>ju«ft. C o ^ l c t t ^ s 

of the toss® '*£ €o*$Bon* as the F'ocr Lews W . K iixmnstfe-J *.» 

1114, In Ifi l?, ISIS* 1819, mti 182*1. FArliaewutt *ai ob-

vleciaiy not afraid to appoint £•: *J*T*e CvvarJ t t eoe i n t e r e s t ed 

mm of diver®© b«c^roan^l m<€ )i^t^\^ vieva* Ttate, £'x 

e**«f»ie, a^rvln-; cr» tbe a*'.'* Fo^* La\ Oow»itu:.e of >:ha 

ton*© of €OSJTO«» In 1819 wave Caiflereajjl*, Curve-. m/ 

ttearda* Caetlereacjh, tfca f$ry l<*d«r nn tbe Hauae ad 

Common* and a laarfetf a ' - i a t o w a t , <"r an ascw.; aLpportor 
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of the Poor Laws. Rlcarcto, ^ Radical , a r e t i r ed ?toc!** 

broker an*-* an eeorv^-i^t, sought t h e i r a b o l i t i o n , Cur-. e,a, 

a vhi;* *>n«* a p^ember of tbe la n *«"•** ^ r r t r y ^v^cate** a 

a a t i o r a l aynfcar* of Itenevolent S o c i e t i e s . f'tte c-*1 thr* ai*"*; 

of appoifiti-a* rbeffi* He^st^r* of r?rliamerfi: i*itb c^n f i f c t i n -

views to the »#f«e co^^lttrf* %•»§ rerfsan*" to provide « -j?rj«K 

of opi r ioo frow wMch fhe t»*tb o r , *t i«-**«:t, r c o ^ u%-

I senae coRiprowip* wowl* anpaa t . ' V t i t t e o f h*s~l -rv pscvrr 

e«cept t b a t dele«?**t#4 to rfer« am** the Umjg* w « in no way 

2 bound by t h e i r Report*." 

Some of tbe Coswittee*, #;*pel'iw < ti 9on»i$er the 

foor Law* in the l^i$~J4? pwrli^ <,•*!* with very m^**^ 

aspect* of the p r ^ b t e t , fh#y »'!i-. a&t therefore gee or 

tafee £be opportynl ty to fegpret* abelr opinion* *n tbe 

whole foor Lev ay*te*»* &%©b ccoMitteea %»ece» tor example, 

tbe Se lec t Cooait tee on re* lab Apprentice* ©f 1813, the 

Helena CoaBsittee on Mendicity in tb© tfetropoll* of 1815, 

tbe tolect Ckmwaittea on tbe *oor l a t e Eetum* of IB21, 

, i : in iTr: . r ••-—-— — — « • • - — * • • ' . " * * " • • 

Idordon &tra tbeam, £j^®MlMSmm$MM» tendon: Con* 
s t a b l e , 1932, * . 7 . 

BftaeMP* of tJM..ftj)itajL,.of, £ Q « M W : n . p . , 1904, F . 76-**. 
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and tbe Selec t CoBB&titt&e on Varlafc *>ttl*r*aat •>£ l«28 . 

Tbe raost de ta i led ena i i n s t l on J # the P^or Law* wa# 

mads by a Select Coaeittitee tn 1"17,* r^Jher Cr - s i - ?GC? *~i 

tbe Poor hims w r e es tab l i shed in W S , 1*1*, V<1? UP I 

112$. J eosawittee on laHonrer** warns wa* *«*t M*» 1^ 183& 

an** tts-o coxai t teaa JSJ «*ijj?«eion in \*°ib «n ' 13 ?; . 

Tbe f ive loo-r Law Cobalt tea* j-n efw* L *>«r"'>^* 

vJa?es 'Soi'Wiittae ahoren tbe- »?4&cy Ftroo* T f i n a n c e <*f ::hf 

•eoaoadat* both iss t h e i r a *atoi nat ion of tbe nature of tbe 

problems presacted by the Poor Lav* and in t h e i r i»rap®a*H$ 

eo la t ion* to the** prefel«»as. tbey wr® too , in v*trv ruv*» 

s t amt la l e#r**aMN>t* Tbe ISIS CoRnattae ' t a t e d tba t i t «*e 

" s a t i s f i e d of the l a t t i c e of tbr>ne p r inc ip l e* «a*rf opinions 

ubicb have been before niAsslttad to dte& louse" by tbe 1S17 

Coweag, I* ^ay l i l>» ^ f M l t t , , i g » l , , l l f t , i t o r t l ^ ^ l , « l l ^ 
ttpape o f , 1 | ^ ^ i l c l t y .!& ibft Il^.troajpj^ff,. HOUSM© '»f Co«vx*«s& * 11 
July ISIS} i ^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ y ^ ^ S ^ J i ^ ^ 
^ a t t u n e . Hooaa of CceKaaaa, lit Jwly 1s t I ; **4.VQA&. .1!JMK». ...fjbf 
t̂lJMSJfe l̂ 9frtilJB».,.lM,,,llffi»l,te,l,lgfl J f iKlAm^fU^^Mf» *to**»® °-

Co-Tnonf, 9 Jane 1$2&. 

^ l t %** decided to f l ee tb® repor t a viHav c i r c u l a t i o n than 
ueual* On les»i*soa*e i n i t i a t i v e each magis t ra te van given 
a copy. &ee Tbe Tlmgs. Ju ly 5* 1S17. t h e l e p o r t tea a a l t o 
pubilabad in tbe -terns®! Register am* In pa^apblet form i n 
1817. 



Coaalccae. Tbe IS19 Co-rail t t e e a f f i n e d t ba t "*the fur ther 

coanidavation oi the law® for tbe r e l i e f of the foor . . . 

bad tended fc* e x j f i r a . . . th^ cor rec tness of t b a t "firm of 

the subject Tfoich •*<; tak*v? v? tbe Cc»*«lttee in fcba ^e*r 

U 1 7 , an<? £•&« sounAtes* of tbe 4»rinelr>le* which <mr& than 

a t e t s J in t h e i r l i * j » r t . . . Th® iffi2f{ .'.eleot f ^ t - l t t a e 

a e k a ^ l e d t a i i t s m-eStv foe** <ro cne i l l ? •'-•*i l i l t foor 

Lav Cop-nslcto; ^c?or*3 an * to tbe .iepn^t ^f £b«* Laboureya* 

*ase* Committee.' 

Tfee 1317 *oa?i t tee attache** tbe «y*te*» ef eeaaasl* 

sory aasesftfciaent* far tbe jsupfjort of tbe poor. The** 

easee*^ent» bee nrodaeed * tbe irafortusyte a f fec t of abat* 

ins, tbo*« exer t ions OE tbe p a r t of tbe labouring a lap***, 

on which.•• tbe Ui|>piit«#s and v t l f a r e of asankie^ has beam 

e*de t o r e s t ' . I t was a f ra id t b a t , "fro® & reference to 

I M S , iie*nee of Co^isontf, 2t> Hay 161&, * » - I . 

, Jaaport from .Uie..&ralfaa*g..flft £?mi:o®r .Law*. U l v , bouae 
of Goaraona, • .'• J w a 1019, 1% 3 , 

to** JfaMtlM m ^B^mkwmitm, $$IMLM, fMfefMIM 
^fflgMBft,,f«m,-JtfMtM2aggJ&aau ^ ^ a^ Co^ioaa, S July l«2ft» 
l . I . 
% W ^ , *«>» &* LaUa t towlfcttt. fl*3 ...tfaa, Foor Lay*. 1617, 

rt.JftrtMWaa U U , *. 244. 



% 

tbe increased and increasing account ojf the »«»& raised tor 

t he i r r e l i e f , tba t tb i* ay*tea i s peraatwally e*iceure£ln3 

m4 increasing the assotmt of finery i t w»® desi*a**> to 

a l l e v i a t e , creating a t the sa^te ix w an uaUa.) tc > dec*"" 

on fynda which i t cannot e ^ ^ n t . I t m» Bp^m^nt m 

tbe Coffitsittee tbat both tbe number of pauper*« am! :'•••' 

aaooat oi woiaey levied by aajeastfent r;r« p r a $ « « » l « l y 

incr«ssstng . Horeovar, wbx'lrt t£-« tenter^ *ra~/ t,ys*^„ 

of adHilniateri^ £ae J?OOT AAVS obu**ir<«l i t vowl^ 

tbat there doe* not ex is t any oower wl &rro»i.i«i u*fc 

profgreai* ol tfcia ajanrease, t i l l i t shall ro lo^gec i>a 

famm poeaibie to augasent tbe ®«rts raise-.I uy <<f-at8\'i.etu , 

Tbe increase wnidfc haxi iaWa place *#t» in c&*s ««fc: : o~ 

pesrper*, aiad in the af&e*K$eoca iur thei r support, cao 

bai&Sly f a i l to have ariacc* from w&mm Li-hh<k.zet*t xn tbe 

system of #oor Law* i t s e i i , a* i t c'oe* n©i *^poa£ to ba-*m 

d&pmndmd en t i re ly wao» smy u ^ ^ a r y <// loen.1 -rlcc-i1, >** 

11 

U & M * » *• *?i* 
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If thing* continue am tbey have, then 

. . . t h e r e i s eyery reason to think t b a t tbe aewtmt 
of the aaseaswont w i l l cont inue, a* i t baa dene* 
to Inc rease , t i l l a t % perl a*' %»re JV leue r e a o t e , 
according to tbe progreae tbe e v i l baa a l ready «*td« 
i a d i f f e r en t p l a c e s , it s h a l l have absorbc* the 
p r o f i t * of tbe proper ty on which tbe r a t e may 
ba^e been a t t e s t e d , producing thereby, tbe ne* 
g l e e t end r a i n of the land, and Hie ****te or 
removal of other p roper ty , to tbe u t t e r mbmt* 
s ioa of t h a t happy order of aoc ie ty so long upheld 
i a the** *<uô d©<si*.*~ 

Tbe only 'WOT V avoi^i ' i? tHsse unhappy conse­

quences 1* hf bringing aboat a '."gredtiei r e s t o r a t i o n of a 

fee l ing of r e l i ance" of tbe labourers "'on ebeir own te* 

do*try , ra the? than upov, tb© parcel*! t l aaae^w^mvK*, t h a t 

tbe t r a n s i t i o n t o a u«ora ««hol*$03ie system can be 

e f f e c t e d * . 3 

If compulsory astee**;*?*** for tbe poor #ar#i ao t 

only wnwise but a l#o danfero«ia# fcbse saae %«a* true* ebe 

Coe*altt*e thought* of the *«*i»ed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o p ro ­

vide wark "or tfee u n a l l o y e d . '*fbi* i* a condit ion which 

14 
i t 1* not in the powes of any law to f u l f i l . ' ' Tbe only 

y . , p. as;*. 
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way of sa l t ing tbe waean of leb-Jo* wa* fey Increasing tbe 

desiand for labour 

. . .and there i s netMup that ca^ Increase rbe r»e-
asmd, bat the Increase of wealth by which labour 
i s supportedj if therefore tbe e<rseuls-^y tppll~ 
cation 01 any part of tiii* *«aai£h tend* (a* i t 
mist always tend) to employ tbe portion I t **i»* 
t r ioote* less profitably than i t would have heap, 
i f l e f t EO the interested eupeslateAdenec of i t s 
o*m#rs, I t cannot c a l l , hy thus diminishing tbe 
fund* wMcb voi>ld otherwise have bean applicable 
to tbe uaaiatenance of labour, to place tbe whole 
bo*y of labourers la a worse ^itoacion tban tha t 
in which tbey wenid otherwise beye been placed«*J 

Tbe 18li tfeor Law Comalfctee agreed.1" 

Tbe I'eer Law* also affected tbe supply oi laboor, 

. . . by holding oat to tbe labouring claaaa*y 
that limy shall a t a l l t i aes be provided with 
ade^nate e^#loy^ent. they are led to believe 
tbey have nothing to dread vblle tbey are b i l l ­
ing to labour. Tim supply of leaner, therefore, 
tibieh tbey alone have the power to regulate, in 
l e f t constantly to increase, witlsaat. any refer* 
ence to tbm *̂nejRr% or to tbe rnnde &o efcich I t 
^w^B»yii'̂ B***̂ w<*aa a • F * * ^ " * " * * * a * . w ™ w ^pt'*a4i> ̂ âBBWR̂ weŝ weŝ sM^wpw a -̂ &«st a*^™^? 

êrsand for labour suddenly decreases, tb* pro­
vision* of tbe Foor lam alone are looked to, to 
supply Lhe place of all tiioaa circumstances 
which revolt only from viglleuc© and caution.. 
Tbe powers of tbe law, ... in reality effect 
nothing but a store wasteful application o:. the 
diminished capital than would otherwise take 
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places tbey tend thereby mater ia l ly t o reduce 
tbe r e a l vm$m of f ree labonr , am! ehas aaeen* 
t i a l l y t o i n ju r e the labouring c l a s s e s . 1 7 

l a mm than, 

. . . t h e dosserT and sstpf*!? of labonr have is* tbe 
n a t u r a l course of t h ings , such a ton ^ur-- to 
r egu la te and balance each o the r , tmless counter* 
acted fey a r t i f i c i a l I n s t i t u t i o n s , t h a t iir^ car* 
ce*a ol e i t h e r **rialag £ro& teaaporary ca«*<&#, 
wool' ' , i f ttiet by tefttpowry expe»1t.e»t» slor,©,, i« 
no long t i n e co r r ec t I t s e l f ; vfeareaa tbe 
p r a c t i c e ->jr u a ^ r ****** I-"eKasu .41, ^ r i ^ i ^a t i iw 
perhaps in a bwj&a© est tens® to® #1 the le# to 
<aeet ceae ' of oecasignal ©r? ' i r tv,! ,"" o-tert't;ncy, 
eat? incoaslderaueiy continue*!, a.* ca lcu la ted to 
perpe tua te e^ i l s th«t *,*-«*t̂  ot ^rwi*e Ve 
t rans ie&t , and per8ta«ienfci| to <t«raaga the whole 
indus t ry cf tbe eoontrv* 

i t »* isKw^lately apparent tbae tb* re was a s t rong 

coincidence or tb$«gbt Wt*.£«rn -<>-- ecaikx- ist-* mi^ dte ACTO? 

Lar Crrt'?ittees over the affect* of tb® ^n-jtiiab i'oor Lew. 

Tbe coersl tte>£ # accepted l - ^ i i ^ t i v tbe Halcbufclan tsritvcl-

p l a of populat ion «nrf a©rc a a p l i c i t l y the **a$es k-W 

theory . They â j-rfc*** t h a i tbe Poor L*$?«* e f fec t s "e re to 

exacerbate the problem tbey ©owpbt CM; solvr*. TVe T c - t b 

of popular<on was ercoura?**'* try the ^oor La^m and Lhe 

promise of tbe riisabefchen c t of 1* *vl — ir> p><*cr*i**e w*rS? 
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for a l l — eeuld not be f u l f i l l e d . Tfee *ages Fund 1!beory 

with i t * oaoMtad for worker* frpemrient on the ejaount of 

c a p i t a l anef i t s supply 3* wori-e^s *epe< 'ent or, tbe growth 

of populat ict t , *x?s state*" In a for-, s imi lar to th^t of the 

economist*. "Tbe general po# i t l ^ s v-»f £fo« ecenooiist* in 

favour ol a pol icy of l»l*fce*-£*ira in tbe labour -verket 

tsas &X&? accept*.'** fb<«s/ e;re*Kt too, In tbe b e l i e f tliet 

tbe r e a l atuwcr to the proxies of yover t ; re'ite** **« cite 

s e l f r e l i a n c e , f o r e s igh t , t h r i f t an<r prwtfenc* of tb© 

worker*. Both .relieved t b a t witboat &mm change* In cba 

Poor Law* there w s e prospect of a l l £be prof i t* of laa*! 

being eventua l ly $*\MVm&d up *?/ cbt. pcw>r rife*. 

Am-Iatseotally, too, tbe foor Lav Co t ^ l t t a e s accept 

ted tbe &1&4 ^s .tx*A#r>y char t&e l a rge - sca le asJoptian ai 

tbe econot&iscs* proposal* woult? bri»j*. the ri$h£ of tb® 

poor to recel*?^ r e l i e f v»» l a t e l y /tanied* Tbm p a t e r n a l ­

i s t i c s t a t u s soc ie ty w«s@ rojec*;e>! ir> favour of an i n ^ i v i -

d u a l i a t i c aoc ie ty . Labourer* w^r® l a rge ly responsible 

for t h e i r mm economic condi t ion• 

\>a the mmtf&l$ ®>£ tbe pifobleisw preaeotn** hy the 

/oor Law* tha t* wa» then twob ngrea»*nt betwaaa economist* 

and co$i^ittaej&» ©a tbe proposal* for reform the re we® 
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#&m divergence. This «m* not too aarprleing for in the 

analyaia of a problem a lar$e flegree of abstraction m4 

seeanlatlan i s possible. In suggesting raeasure* for re* 

foraij, a problem has to be exaa&ae*' in teres* oi tbe concrete 

a«d prac t ica l s i tuat ion t>£ the -Jay and che lwisedi&t& pol l -

t i c a l , social amk eooaomic r e a l i t i e s have to be faced. 

fbe question of &&>#tioo for UA levy o£ * poor 

ra te sho»«.d in sanas <»&y tbe confl ict bet'-nwrei theory pnd 

praetiee* b i l e tbe la tent uL the LiiEeh^tban ''ct wis to 

tea "people on their local a»4 vis ib le property", in 

pract ice tbe burden has! been 'placed alnost aaaliMieatty 

on land and bouse*' . b i l e agitteta*; with ttte principle 

tbat tbe tea base shoul-1 be wider, tbe 1817 cosmittea 

pointed not that prac t ica l ly i t mm* not poa*ible. - 'Itr 

a national levy for tfca poor r a t e , i t would be impossible 

t o *ievi*e» "any adequate «se*o» to ©bacfr tbe Samaw&a on 

auch a fund, when every eaeesa in parochial r'iefeuvwsnerce 

would be aergad in tbe jgaisemi expenditure of tbe ©aspire* . 

In presenting l t e proposal* for the W ' JVH of the 

*%ot»it«ee on foor Law®, VM7» i^ml»lS.^PJ&X* < • *»7# 
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foor Laws, the 1817 Cowaittee was sgwwbat heal s e n t . I t 

suggested t b a t expenditures should be H a l t e d . 

^bather tbe fn ta re aesaaavsanta should be ll tsieed in 
tbe f i r s t inetance to tbe aiammt oT say ot,e >'&«'-, 
or to an average of wny, your c s » s i t t e e t h i s * tfoe 
aesouac xn each swccee.. Lug year aa^ «, ^ c c ^ i u ^ et**e«, 
ten or even a jectJter iisrtf.it, *hoyl«? tbea attorn* 
an average sxkea al'^y*' Lei • tbe t a t t fce^e*., ten 
or g r e a t e r aoBsherj by Mhieb (Men* * o^isduawtion in 
tbe assonat "sight ^e a l f o r ^ t , without the pce&x» 
b i l l t y , on tbe other n® \ , vT **& u c i * * ^ bfcyw***4 

tbe 02_<*in«i l i t ttzt o n . " 1 

To «*i^ir.:?h rt*e *A /H.J:S of i V . c *o<̂  receive'* r«l^* > tbe 

coasracucc i cccc - i i c i ^ed : 

. . . t h e : *rt*« the r ^ ^ v " f^r labour tay 'i*,ve r e ­
vived, i t nsay not safe ly >a prmt*%£» t b a t , from 
an** a f t e r ? c e r t a in t l / , no r e l i e f ah^l l he 
extended t o my chil-» whose fa ther beta? l i v i n g , 
i t nw4«r --*» years o? *^€; # p i * . - d p i - , * hlcU 
by a i te r inc! tbe age fvea ci*e to tisane, ®ifj*t» 
i # i t 'i;v3i:lf! be i b o j ^ t «*& i iaMc» *-€ car^c*v 

s t i l l fn r tbe r i n to operat ion.*^ 

In a d d i t i o n , tbe cowslt tea a l s o mg$amta4 t ba t 

I t raay a l s o be provided.* , t ba t from a«*>? a f t e r a 
specif ied U. **, no r e l i e f s h a l l be pu;w/*cc^ osr 
any ch i ld ebese fa ther Sain* l i v i n g , ha* not 
a^ove _ cMi-Jr*"*. ^r^'et ^ ^ ^ years o r a*x. ' 

Ibe co nsi t tec «l*o proposal fcfort *? -» tb© t ' o v ^ for 

2 l i b M . . r . 2 7 ; . 

^ I b U « » *'• *dj* 

http://iisrtf.it
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labour revive*! then tbe number* being provided with work 

by tbe parish be gradually ^lmiai»iie4.24 

*bile preaeeiiig to l imit tbe rel ief granted-, tbe 

cobalt tee also lent aappotc to varioae pro^ra.ov»c* oi self* 

he lp . I t favoured J*'rie»4ly :Welatlee aot1 <mvu%& laakfi. 

I t a lso râ o8MeaA>e4 th& **t*bliaiu<ettt ^i *-arocbial Benefit 

^oeiet ies wbaab ^«wU arovivie re l ief ia «io*«tte*s mn> an 

enncity in old age. wfeen tbese ins t i tu t ion* « r a fiarat 

se t up, pariebe* wole* be permittee to place fcoe parochial 

fond* &a eooaac e^aai to tbe sum parishioner* w e l i have 

bed to pay if tbey he*! hmgim to contribute e a r l i e r , la 

t h i s way, the iababitanfcs in the aarlsb ttou.lt. fea^a aa 

aaayred Income in ul€ age and in elakaaee*" 

In a4«litioa to tMtmm verlon* ®cte»« of ^ncottfrag-

iag ivsciividua 1 sol i-help the co«$&sii.tee sngfeated tbe 

eatabliab^ent ol wot.v aeeeole Cor pauper children. Tb* 

cfciiUfftm oi pauper$» I t treaouaeJB&fta't rhoule* be taken Xsroa 

the i r parent* and educate,; In tbese aaboola. Hate 

ebi larea would ha inazvd" to work/ ftie eosw&tfcee also 

n^,M,* *\ 27S, 

http://ttou.lt


102 

recoraaended tbe establ ishment of parochia l farm* ..or the 

employment of the unesiployed, and tbe l e t t i n g of email 

por t ion* of land to industrious l aboure r s . 

t b e proposals of tbe committee follow from i t s 

a n a l y s i s of tbe problems presented by tbe foor Law ay&lmt, 

I t a augo.estloni? to d i^ ln i sb ^ r a ^ m l l ^ the ontaber* of re» 

a ipier t t* of poor r e l i e f were variat lonr . ot i^l tbwa1 wo* 

p o s t l s . Jryaiq*!*, for ^tftnw* Soeiet i** :*a£ *ifeb the 

support of tV** economist* since tfrssy eMpbasi^ed Individual 

re*pon*ibliie*». The ettpnort a t e o t e l n ; «*cbools for eaup.'r 

ch i ld ren s«em$ to c o n f l i c t bawmmr with proposal* t o 

diminish tb« n*u«l»er of reeiplentyt ot poor r e l i s h and to 

eneovra^e tbe independence of rbe working c lasses *inc« 

there %$m\£ be no di*adv«r>ta<ge to bavins w&nj cbfldsreaft. 

Proposal* to e s t ab l i sh parochia l farms a lso conf l ic ted 

with t h e i r grtsfgestioa® to l i t t l e tbe masher who were 4epaa* 

dent on the par i sh *QK work. These conVlict i^- propoaals 

were proU !>ly tbe ref ine t ion ot the d i ssen t witfeisi tbe 

cosssalttee. 

t h e l i l f Caani t taa tfsttoasaend**! t h e t r e l i e f should 

W M N M W I ' II III II HiW«ii 'I' •»'i'""i»l«»^ »' I — 
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be confined to tbe old, tbe sick md tbe lagpotents tbat 

labour should be allowed to circulate freely; tbat tbe 

"provident habits" of tbe poor should be aided by tbe ae« 

tabllsbfieot of Saving* Bmka and Benefit Societies mx& 

tbat tbe children of tbe poor should be educated la the 

principles of ssoralltv and religion, united with bablta of 

industry. *g 

Tfee Labour ^ges Committee of 1§£4 concerned tbat 

tbe roundsman system would diminish the industry of Sim 

labourer, degrade bis character and encourage a surplus 

population, recosaaeaded tbat the pariah provide tbe unem­

ployed, 

...with labour lea* acceptable ia its nature 
than ordinary labour, and at lower teeges than 
the average rata of the neighbourhood. Your 
committee can aid, that tfel* f*etbed baa been 
found practically beneficial in all places 
where It be* been carried Into effect.29 

Xbe rising esependittsres on the poor after 1S25 

brought the eetabliabmant of a foor Law Coxaaittee in U2§« 

the CosasdLttee reeomaended tbat It should be »ade unlawful 

"SmAim m fmt tmnu **i*. ** »• 
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for any overseer to pay tbe poor any addition to b is *»«*• 

on account of himself m his family. If ehfa propoaal 

wars azte$ upon, tb* cowi t t ee believed tba t , wa gradual 

improvement t*ould take place in efce condition of tbe poorer 

c l a s s e s . . . and a r i t e in wsŝ e® w e l d there be a ©©Reoo^euce.1 

Pariah labour ami perish pay w u U act am a deterrent to 

tbe worker »o tba t , 

. . . should the Independent wrtoan be tbaa in* 
deced to delay b i s carriage for a short tjbaju 
tbe supply of labour feeing than • l u a e gj^o^r,, 
wage* wi l l gradually r i s e to the aaaouat s a i l I* 
c i e r t to support a family in cesairart; and in 
eucb case tbe Poor Bata wil l t a l l a* the wages 
rise.'**1 

tbe Cosaaittea underlined i t * belief in the tepor-

tance or educe tion In «be ^ollawlftft ways 

tbe u l t l ae t e succe©* of any such a l te ra t ion of 
the issr m contemplate*! fey four Cowiictee would 
&*p*sss& a l so ttpon tbe degree ot intel l igence and 
Iorethought sssaac, tfee *»eor tbawaeivea} and, en 
te la account, tbe funeral diffusion of such m 
•due* clan as m&y a s s i s t and proatota tbe deveiop-
siaat of tboae quailfclaa, sstll be of tbe utmost 
consequence, and way be considered a* the aost 
valuable and pewaaisent benefit tbat can be con­
ferred*3* 

the eowi i t t ee , i proposal® again agreed very strongly 
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with those of the economist* in s p i r i t , they concurred la 

reaoaeiaodiag tbe aboli t ion of re l ie f to tbe able bodied, 

in tbe importance ®~ controlling the ^itamth oil aafulatioai 

and of educating tbe veirfcta*; c lasses , Ho*?*wejr, instead of 

©slag starvation as a deterrent to early marriage, sbe 

e o « i e t a o proposed tbat of pariah labour. 

fe lect Cowaitfce*® o© Emigration s*ere ettsMlsbstd 

by tbe House cf *kmm&® in t$M and 1477. In %®tih aonnie« 

tee* tbe influence of the economists »**• vary evldemt. 

Maltbns %?aa tbe s ta r t?itnefe* of the 1127 riml report . 

His opinions imxra eonftlaoally used tferouggheut the report 

to but t ress i t * analysis ami it® e^uclualoro* ^ttmat 

Borton, tbe ©bair»®ri of the lfi?>> Co?ani(fctftet Under &e*tfe~ 

tary of *m* and tbe €olonfe* LSZi~7, mmd "tbe of f ic ia l 

paremt** of tbe UM Haport reee^Jlaad HaCulloab aa an 

authori ty and i«ma bapf»y to note that t'mkic. views aava ia 

J2 

Hsln^ pbraaea redolent ©£ tbe econesaist®,, the 

1$&7 Committee eatfatAisttd tbat ' labour which le tbe &m&" 

nmmm&^JM^m^Mm^m* n ***«, IBM, au***tireju 
Blaatoood, 1*2?, IV 37§-9 and X. C* Mmmmdp t.-mlim*miiM,tv 
©abate*, lew Series* lendon: T. € . Hansard* 1*17/ 'Vol.' Jflf/ 
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fcodity oi" tbe poor attit» partake* s t r i c t l y , a* lar a* i t a 

value i s concerned, of the circus*ta«ce» incident to 

otber coa«ioditi*a, and that i t * price l« d&tialabeu in 

proportion to the exeeea o. supply $& ao>apared witb ^mmati*', 

i t opposed laws to ragulate tbe price of labour.3 4 the 

102© Committee accepted ebe ua^ee fuae doctrine apeaJiias 

ol tbe " Cuad for the remuneration o* labour' . j 5 

Tb* eoaalttaa believed tn*'. tbe j rea teat pract ical 

Isptoveoaiifc that could be .*ade ia the ny&tm lf*v©i-/*&d tbe 

end of rel ief z® able hodiea pauper*• 11 believed tbat 

tb i* elimination *f re l ief vanId ae readere4 mseb wore 

pract icable by che introduction o£ a system oi regulated 

emigration than >y any other *e**ure«^* Ib is ©pinion i s 

exactly that of Katsau Senior. Vim vmmi&bm apread also 

witb .taltbcfr abo re l a t e inad chat ea&s^etiasi could provide 

33?MrfFir ^tttflfctnliTiw fti . ^ i i f i L . C w i l l f f .en Nf4afflU» 
ftlfflt ftt.ftsVBlWn ^tef^lffi* W " t House of €mmm®> W return-
ary l*2a, * . IS . 
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for £be prevent ion of * re^sjadant populat ioa ia futaiir# 1? 

tbe bou©es of the poor we.?® pulled down **en tfamy a a i ^ r a t e d . 

I t a t r e ^ 4 wid) hfcn t ba t I t * *i» «'OU«K pol icy to si swsiure-

t l e n £«OB* t he poor r a t e« it a p o s s i b i l i t y i.:\at tiie v w ^ u 

tbus create*! would not hm f i l l e d up."*' 

I t t* evident t h a t therm una a considerable d«gr«w 

of •$?•****» t with dm opinion* of tfee csart^iUr?* ia cfe® 

Bouse of Cosiaona. lEotaivar, *t i s toe a t a l l c lear ! ^ 

saucfe .au^po^^ tbe repor t s reeaJvad froa> tfee t&eabars ot tibs 

Cession* * G»*»ifctee* at^ bsm mi eh >.P,&s,e:A t ^ s f w . •** XiVlt 

tbe cassslttees* Lhssssulvea. I t cewl'J be c::;*«.'*tr,. tlrfiu a 

major i ty of tb® oossfiittsa v»u*U* h® ^ . t a r s l l y in -'-vi^r ol 

dm r e p o r t . For «ack aaaoxlttee five o^&er* ceoa t i t u t a^ 

a euoruai. **»*»*•*» #in©» tb® to^ml ^enbexetiip of c±.f. 

cosmlt teaf varied 0#f»#*a a^ifcy a ^ ti**..^ i , coult* *© 

e j e c t e d t h a t tbe c « « i t k « # a e e t i ^ s *-ere ^ £ t v l l 

a t tended and £b*t a 4 e 4 i « i t ^ «1IH :l>,f could, is, , ^ ; t , 

determine the content of tbe cqpest . 

I t i s probable that u v ^ C , ^ S T # .*** aooe I.- u-*<"</• 

over s b w ebey wmld c a l l *# «4j»&**eii toi^r*. tbe Uoanlttee* 
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Robert Owen recounted in hi* autobiography bis unfortunate 

experience before tfee 1&17 Cowaltte© When i t kept fete wait* 

lag for e*?o days while i t dlacusjo: «ttjeU« ** I t woul* ace 

blew*0 Owen a lso fflentiortod tbat n i l f>>"ty «**•*.«r* of c' 

eosssltte* were present on tbat occasion* 

Aa ba* bean saenfcloaed •oov« there was a ce rwi^ 

degree ox conflict *-»etw#e« the 4urly*j.b 3* the .rc^lv * 

presented by the foe* Law and &be pr^o*®l* anggMfeexi @y 

tbe 1*17 eosstittee, Xhia conflict in evidence of tbe 

divergence or opinion between ? *t»«ev-8 of the t ^ i . i c s e e , ^ 5 

There were ©u tbe #̂***&Ltte*& a t leas t sfcree groups o*. 

thought — thoee aungeating tbe abolit ion «£ tbe rear 

Lavs, those reaogasending *aiaor reform* and chose wbo 

would uae Benefit Socleti®* and Savings %mh& a* the ealn 

sseaais of reforming tbe foor Lav* 

I t ia poa*il>la to identify mum ol tbe .aajor 

*%ebert <3vea# flu Itffct i f ^ g f t ^ * j * , Londcm; a. S e l l , 
1920, 1 . 183-4. 

^^Caetlexeasb «•« qootad in %&, Tfoiea. F®bmcr« 5, i«l* f 
a* affirming in tbe louse of Coswom® tba t t " i t was not 
correct tbat thaw vera e»' t<« ty opi"i »or>#.. a® tbar# war® 
wa»&era""» Ha si»alntaiaa«? tbat "ba couk., ®i*b cooil^e^ce 
a£flr f , , thaw alL^jugh <'l£r%:ce*<t opLlc^s f i^^s-^r i iy pre» 
va i led .* . , tbe eewiit tee W®K% unanteou® on many leading 
pals ta* . 
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supporter* o l each o£ these point* oi view Cornea anc 

Bryd$e* vara advooete* of tbe aeoefit Societies.4*' 

5turge« Bourne, l a tnurs t and uaa«;leroa^b a c c e p t s 

tbe principle of tbe ¥oov Lav«.4 i utberw wboa i t la «ot 

possible to identify eonaeiime4 tbe geuerai principle of 

the Foor Laws. ~ 

By U19 tbe division of opinion, 11 Judged tbm 

proposal* oi tbe coamittee of tbat year, bad largely a*la* 

appeared since I t* suggestion* were clear and uttaafel$uoof • 

I t sought the abolit ion of cm root Lav* wich tbe only 

qualif icat ion ox the ci,,* beiag r i p e . *bll* the IMS 

Committee did favour Saving* Bank* end Seoeflt Societies, 

I t did not support tbe euOaLtilaatloa o£ aaae i i t bocletie* 

from- pariah fund*. 

i t amy perhaps he nuggaated that the difference 

between tbe 1*17 and l«l« report* waa due to tb® ahtmap in 

4-Thc ba*i& of th is opinion wi l l be eatablisbed in the 
next chapter. 

*V» CouEtenay ia bis ' 'Letter to &turgea Bourne" published 
t» ttje FasanMeteey. Londont Bee* and Feuner, vol . JUL, 1*1*, 
*• 317. 
4 2 JbJ^ . , F, J?7. Cdorteoay rfel-ir© t© a "Hr* R/* Hiara 
«ere feovever tferee Mr, 1** ** a a l l , HeUtar* and Uuaklaeen, 
^bo were isassfeers of the c s m l t t e e . 
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ssas&erahip of tbe tea earanltta**, twenty eight of tbe 

forty n»e®ber* of tbe 1*17 Committee *et*o<X again in 1*19* 

tbe 12 leaving aseaibers and the 10 e d i t i o n s represented 

aiaiiiar in teres t groups and similar tfjee&raphical ar%« 

except in two respects . One ©f tbe leaving sUre** La*** 

h a r t , and tferea of the aelrfitlaiie, Srant, toatuamtf and 

t i d d e l l represented Seoteiefe consti tuencies. In general* 

tbe Scot* ruling *ia**e» w&ra in favour of tbe aboli t ion 

of tbe coatpoltory aaMstavnt Tor tbe poor belxi'5 content 

v i t b the i r o%m voluntary ayetan and a .raid OL tbe e*ten» 

«ion to -cetland ol tbe fcttftlleb soot **aw ayntmi w&tb i t * 
4 J vas t ly larger eassendituc®®. 

% e e d i t i o n of ftioevto to tbe 1*19 Ckwltfcee 

weald a lso &M * powerfctl advocate to tbe aaei voor La» 

forces. 

Xbe &zh®t ch«ig« which a®y Iw^a b*aa .\a&Laifim in 

one re#pect m.® tbe face that Bryu&ea, one of the leexUag 

advocates of benefit fociefelas, wis mot a aawfeer of the 

^iaevorend gobert Bums H M ^ 2 r ^ g l . ^ . ^ ^ ? r q f ^ ^ ^ . ^ , ^ b | i 

^ ^ l l M 4 l l ^ l ^ J f a i ^ n . l ^ , l & J « £ » Slaagaw; l a t e r Mill , 

jbsjjt^fl, ^a^bjlfr.Toffi, .ff̂ ueeb.jML.IssifrljBM. reproduce*! in the 

S»4g£j«cf i , i ^ A , « ISBBU wts# 
*. 25-17, 



I l l 

I8l!> Committee. Curvea appeared t o have l o s t confidence 

in t be a b i l i t y of tbe i«19 Oases i t t ea to per ions my *«r* 

tbe r u»©~yl frucc*»»u.^ 'Ihi^ ul^fer^.-ce ia <b4, coiapv*..!* 

t i c n of d& l£ iv e& taapareci wicii URJ 1^1; t *>,«.,Ittee ^iu$ 

tbe d e c i d e in Curv»wa*a l o t e r e a t <*>>«/ uave been dec is ive 

in chan; in" tbe bene f i t aocia tv proposal*, I t lm*' sppear*4 

t o Courtenay In -^prll i«4l7 tkmt, tbe Ci.«3ittee i-»i not 

going t * reco^aen<3 Benefit ''•-ocuetlo* as i sswsan* of a l t e r * 

itt<? the *•«;••»¥• L#w$» i t i s pr<?5>eble tiiat the ioelu*it*n 

oi tbe Benefit &oei*tlea* r«e«>3SHa*oOLA0u appeared in tbe 

Id IT *«p urt l a r g e l y becau&e oi tL* peue-jcful advocacy oi 

Lutwen em' ^?y4ges. 

Tbe abetne© of c o n f l i c t in tlm proposals of eh* 

l a t e r l oo t Law Ooamixttmu pto&ablf »u^ ,efetg tb-© satogts*.»» 

ti«»i egra«KeTtc oi the saajority a l me#ieer». a t tending fcbe 

ecsx&lttees wiu* tbe report®. 

ibe le*> r e l a t i o n introduced i n to i*tlLa.a«at. in 

Ifoiv's BI&Q &\&rw&ii e- <**& ree o« coiaol* et>cv- v. cboL&fo*; 

v l t h t h a t oi tbe economist*. In tbe half decade a f t e r 

t,m* Vol. - w l i , t i ' . &u2, 

*^i reface to Courteaa? '* "wsfc&er w & turtles iourne » 
V O l . aJuk., * * ->72« 
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1815 by c o n t r a s t , a l l b i l l s introduced In tbe Cossaons* 

l a rge ly accepted the p r i nc ip l e of tbe Foor Law*. 

Jo iiay - i , 1 C 1 3a n ' c ^ c l e t t , ar "•»'<lv 5 t e ^ w r , 

ssoved l o r pers i sv ioa to iat~~k,e© a b i l l to place a »axi« 

mu*a Oft i-oor ±*«v ^x^cn^itUAcs, t^ fHoiish tb*? *«.*H-̂  of 

&ettie&eat» ao-i t^ ejrclt3<te tbe able-foo^ied fro^ tbe r ece ip t 

of *"eliof. Thee** p r o p c . ' t i *-<"t vrith n*^ar *~>*g nupfjort. 

Although the b i l l receiver* aecou*' reading, ^catX^^z w**? 

forced to wiUs-iraK tb© B i l l on July \ IB'il a f t e r fche 

fur ther cSiseuasioti MI i c ,-1*! 'beer pr.ft^-nc? ?*-«?•{? t i s tes . 

Keco'icciain* tha t the cvpp^siticn t c tbe V l l v*s 

too s t rong , t 'Oar le t t , im La© «a& ;i sess ion , c-tr^. pcs^ C© 

ca r ry only one pact o** i t — tf« abo l i t i on of r&o s e t t l e -

jaent tew*. The a»eton far the secorvl re* fJ-" £ of tbe; 

b i l l was l o s t . 5 0 

**T. C« Kaasatd, ftarlJsaymtarv 'abatea» Weis? Lor ies , 
London? Hansard, Vol. ? , *• 573-5, 

47IMM*» *• b®*~?* 

^ X b M . , T. 14*0. 

^ ^ g a r a a l B .ojf y ^ j ^ f e , , ,^| . . U ^ ^ ^ . 1 uum oJ. .UCKKM^, 
l * a , Vol. l * U U l , *'. J U . 

5u t . C. Hansard, | j^L^MJkli^^^i.f. , l , l^,feM£» *?*w *-«*!•*» 
Logons Xsaiaave', I 8 i 2 , Vol. V l i , *». 7 7 / , 
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t h e b i l l of Mm B. noock, M.l . for Bejatflag, t o 

r e s t r i c t n t b e payiaent of any p a r t or por t ion of the Wages 

of Labourer© out of t b * ireor Hate®' was Ititrottucetf ou '"^y 
51 

12, 1825* Xba b i l l <m® given eeeraad reaetin,; en June -> 

and withdraw* on tbe sats® d^y."*5" 

Ifcro years l a t e r on Jmm 11 , lvi2i, T ol>eirt A^lionby 

Slaney, tbe b a r r i s t e r and M.I;. for Shrewsbury, w s divert 

leave t o b r i n j In a b i l l ' to declare antf as&enu the Ism 

r e l a t i n g t o tbe 8^1ey*eaafc anu x&ymmt of i ?>l€+-««>"ic4 

Labourer* i'ros the I'oor Mat#ei , in b i s upeaub ^Lanay 

re fe r red " to tbe opinions of Hr. Mlcaroo ana fir. i i n l tbus . , , 

a* a u t h o r i t i e s to guide M » ' . J 3 I b l a b i l l was eubctitted 

t o the Selec t CoBsslttea on the Poor Lev* of wMch Llaney 

was tb© cbalrEaaa.^1 On February 24, 1&29 islaaey r e i n t r o -

chteec b i s o i l l . He proposal ' to do away with tnoussy 

allowances to abla-bodleci s « i , so long as tbey i*ere ia tbe 

London: Hansard, 1023, Vui. ; : i , *. 15 . 

^2Javtrttal« of fchi* :i^K#..M'...ky?»icma. tiouae <...' C*. **,,«,, 
Vol . Li'L't, f. 407. 

:, C. Hansart?, 'LMl^MilSMtJt^MS^ ***** Se r i e s , 
LooA-m: X. Zt Hanaar), I8vfc, Vol. -Vl: t ': . 11 Jit*. 

^ i S S I S M k - - £ l ^ ^ f c i m - ^ 3 s ^ i ; 4 a . > Vol. L ^ w i i , l . J ? 4 . 
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employment of third persona"* except In case of illness or 

old age.s5 Though falling abort of tbe proposal* of tbe 

economises, yet Sleney'a bill would require employed 

labourers to support their mm children without assistance 

fro® tbe poor rate. Thus "improvident marriages' would be 

checked end "forethought" ancouraged.36 tbe bill, which 

reached tbe eoniBlttee stage In 1B2B, w»a reintroduce in 

the l$3G session whore it reached tbe cbird reading. 

It would appear, then, tbat by tbe ktex& of bills 

Introduced la tbe Bouse by Sleney, Heaok and Scarlett tbat 

there was soisa evidence tbat there eas support for the 

economist** proposal*. There are, however, sane grounds 

for believing tbat the influence of tbe eeonojsist* reached 

Its eenlth in tbe Cosmont in ^c&mm UV) and 1313. The 

1819 Oxmittm end Scarlett** bill of UZb accepted both 

the analysis and policy reeowendatlona of tbe eeeaeiaiets 

without reserve. Mtar 1S24 however, while still accept* 

lag *** economists* analyaia of tbe Foor Law problems, 

the labourer** wages and tbe 1828 Poor Law Committers 

5^T. C. Hanaard, |bj> f*wU**Mntary Ifchate*. Wm Series, 
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recosasaanded the p rov is ion o f par ish labour £or fefe* un«M« 

ployed a t lower srat©» than tboea r e g u l a r l y employed. 

Slaaey*® and Hooefc** b i l l * to abol tab the payment of re> 

l i e f t o easpleyed labourers wur« a lso less r a d i c a l &mn 

tbe stand taken by Sca r l e t t i n IB20 and f e l l shor t o f 

tbe recniaasadatloo® o f tbe economist®. 

I t i s , o f cot»ea f t postt ibla t ba t tb® Ctosnit&ee* 

end Slaaey and Mooc& recognis ing tbe extent o f tbe oppo­

s i t i o n t o the economists* proposals compromised i n order 

t o ob ta in ebe m-idLmm. mxm&t of support i n tbe ' -mm^ 

f o r eon* f a i r l y subs tan t i a l raiotta o f tbe ^oor L a * * . 

I n add i t i on to the oo^n i t tae r epo r t * ami tibe p ro -

cess of l e g i s l a t i o n sbrongb t b * ftmaone, i n d i v i d u a l &.£*• 

betrayed a coincidence o f thought betaken t h e i r ®$$Mm;m 

ma4 tboaa: o f tbe •eeatfsftieta* Sca r l e t t and Slaaey botb 

bad introduced b i l l * i a tbe state* ve ins arpaesi ta wbiaii 

were s im i l a r t o tbo#® o f the econosRist*. WUSJO* flev&m 

was " tbe o f f i c i a l savant" of $ba 1826 and 1S27 Emigration 

Ccssvittae aaports* John Honok by h i * b i l l of May L i , 

IS2S bad nought t o r e e t r i e t tbe payment of wage® out o f 

tb® poor r a t e , l a 1121 'ba bad maintained tba t the £ •« * 
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Law* ought to bm abolished. He mi&tninm too, tbat 

'*fcfee 8y*teai of I'oor Law© gave no i.laa«us*^o.t«t.j4t fc~ tbe 

increase of tbe number of paupers* • C,,*lw*.i ffocseaa: 

Jieary Davie*, H.*. for ^©rcaater &i<»f* afpeeo wi^ls tbe 

view* of Maltfeu* on tbe fcoor Las**." ' LJx loaael t^-flly, 

ebe law re fo rwr and b a r r i s t e r , uae ***&{$& kialuetioad by the 

"^aaltb, of Batloa* which be cali**u a work ..i-lab v t l l iw<*-

f i t tbe l a t e s t poster i ty \ "* Bi* epfoavt^x. to tb© 

^et t leaent Law* %«ts oaaeci on fcaasniLeri&i* or«i » « « 3 l c 

ground*.0* in a l e t t e r «afr*i,fcaa on tt\w*)t3har 17* l i f t , n© 

stated tbat be teas opposed cu Us* &o**x *>*gi*tg able to de« 

*aand support **aa a matter of rigbV*. It* tutiav*.' that 

tbe English foor law a*# a #o*sree oi -*&uvfi nrja&xf t salary 

tdban would a r i s e from tbe p&&% #eln§ l e f t u» ^£^,u sr.* 

t l r e l y on the casual oouafcy t.. ««*, ebaritwbW • Cclouel 

57isiit^rt &^x;«s£aai3&Ba^ v*>. • . * . « * * • 

5 sfeaaawd, i^£i^m®.&£limalt£* Vol. rtttil. P. 1543. 

§tJMd*» *<*• 3L* *• 257. 
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Snbert Torrens, *u*. for ipewieb and friend of Tilcardo, 

e^teed with the *$*lthuelen principle of population and tbe 

wage* fund theory. Ha maintained tbat tbe food supply 

H«aa no longer be koftfc ,ya, M„ 3Mj2£>m^M$m> *$** *»ly «»«•• 

s lb le means of eradicating p a u p e r i s , i s by kmrntes^ .down, 

tbe noyuiafcion to a level wit* oapi ta l and snasictaaea". 

there were, be maintained, two wpya of aacot^lisbiug tfcie 

e i ther &y saoeal r ea t r a l a t or trei;uMttla&* :̂>s«ph ftuao 

snowed b is agroesient with £ialtbu# when 'm atatwd that be 

hoped that an *Wf • would brin§ la a b i l l «e*.leri»* wb*t 

"from and af ter tim paaaiag .. tibia ae t , *w obi Id l a ^ i t i * 

mate or I l legi t imate eitould be ent i t led to a ss&intemace 

from the p a r i a b " . ^ 

Pour l^esaber* of i a r l i a a t a t who beoeiM faeKafeew of 

tbe Mbi* cabinet of liovea&er U3S bad a r r e t t e d the i r 

support of the reions of tbe t-oor Law* and sbawoc unguis* 

takably their agreement with tbe ecottMists. Lord ^Itborp 

became Chancellor oi isfee Baotoque* | Brougham, Lord 

Cbaaaellori i?Sels*ourne, torn* Uaerecary mm Orabasa; F i r te 

#3Hsjor torran* **& Faper on tbe «a«n» of deducing tbe feore 
Beta***, The, Pasaaftleffoai^ Sept. 1817, London: <3aia and 
fanner, 1017, Vol. \, *». ^ r, s u . 

Vol* A , f . 47a. 
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Fi rs t Lord of tbe Adssiraity. 

Beary Brougbas neda clear hi* position an the iPoor 

Law* on a masher of ocaeslana* He "bad no hesi ta t ion In 

s t a t ing , that the tnc tss oi papulaticn **>* one of rhf ,reat 

cause* of the d i s t ress wbi^u &«.; prasea* aff l ic ted ttbe 

eountry'' . The principle @£ p».>,oolation ' W t tbe aaucw;v> t 

pr inciple of po l i t i c a l •necaaey",**5 fen iaeiat*.itte^ tbat &m 

tfeor Law® remove*! a i l ebeefcs upon ta^iv^out u»rrLage*' 

a»d tender "to ^ailtlpiy tbe ow.,ix-t oJ the people beyuow 

tbe s?eaas of subsistence, that i s to seultipiy ttas autsbexa-

of the poor". Ba eonld aam ..-ot one effectual rerauiy iox 

th i s great and growing evils i t I s tbe one sftiici* f a i t h s 

so Immediately fron tfee principles nnfolded In We. '.feltbae'a 

celebrated work1 • Breaabon believed tbat tbe ri,>?t r j 

be supported out of tbe w r k of others um Ja*t*uetive of 

f rugal i ty and dlli&aaa®, A par^nnant fund for tbe support 

of tbe poor would wltisuataly Multiply the evi ls i t cougbt 

to destroy. ̂  tbe old and tbe aick were ent i t led to tbe 

$%anaardt !>>bab*a» Vol. xw» f * 1 1 % . 

^ A p r i l 99 18161 *8p««eb on Agricultural •Diaerea* ' , iMa* 
flan*,..at-foo^Bp* Londont H«sry Colhum, IS37, f. 14*25. 

obaiiter* ^alvecaity l*raa#» I f a?, *". 141. 
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support of tbe cojassualty • • but tibia was beat le-rt ia 

pr ivate charity.6® 

Lord Althovp wa* perhaps of tw, mmrh&ss m th& 

Cabinet tbe on® who vm* iXm .J=U&U motive La *oor La*** re* 

fo r s . Be was a meaner ol the Labourer*• <-ri,os CosKaittea 

ol l§2*», of tbe ^elgrailon Coasesittaa of i*£4 *&& *?x tb<s 

Lf>2& Foor Law Cosaaitta©. Be i*** aloe one oi the autfc*«fe 

of th« IB2B and 18 3c ui l l t ; co declare ai^l AaMtad tfee law 

re la t ing to tbe ^sploytsant and *&liei of A^ie~Bnoled 

Fersona fro® tbe foor usee of lbi& and UXA,, Ibasa b i l l * 

and tbe cosmitteess on wbicn ^itborp served showed m large 

degree of &$£@mm®t with the vl@w« of tbe econo&dU<a;« 

Lord ifelLourne, tb© Basse i^crerary in ^rey8© 

governsseat, bad read sesse <u£ sdh® wortes oi" tbe eeuDObdsts 

and had been converted to latsa«;«,*ialre. I t seene*. to 

biss tbat the probiaes* of poverty could only fee »olve«ti by 

allowing the law® oi supply a«4 denoto*? to tafce tbatr 

course, t h i s course of action entailed nocfc »u*> faring by 

tbe poor and the idea of dragooning thaw in to t h r i f t and 

to u*try by •ndfcng tbe old Poor Law appalled $telbw$m®j - • 

,iin .11 ll»l«H,mritl— O M U . W H K W * 

^ i h l d . . f. 243. 
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but yet ba supported the tntow*. 

Srahw aupported Scar le t t '* fan* Belief ©ill In 

Kay 24, IdMj1' m bad rfeaa tbe \«®&ku «K *»ith aiu 

^icardo* i.i L«2* he f^ax* a major att^*, c*n th*» 1- **% 

Law attaints crat* on in Cumberland, 

I t woni'1 a|Tpaar €bmt etnnc at laag* f«»»r **f r'nc 

- j * * * * * * »v? the 3ray*a aaafaet were in ^ewwr of toe x«dl<-

cal refor® of tbe i*oor Lm?s> along ttm Itnee str^fl^rsd f̂ f 

tbe eeeoopiist*. 

Of tfee tbirte€ra $«r®» who wer* in sttbatanttal 

e^ree*aent with the eeonnwifirF on tb® i'*oor Lavs, fmr were 

laaiyeare *» Scar le t t , ^lanaw, tiwilliy and »rougb«» two 

bad node the i r fortunes 1r> TnUa ** HBSHS em1 fwrietg two 

%*r© tsmdad a r i s toc ra t s *~ Melbourne and Htbovp; rr-a* 

war# aa«aber* of doe lamped <$mtwy • • ifertcw and arntmmj 

one «**« a saerebaat ~~ forrenst, und ©w, t ieardo , a stoc^* 

broker. Of the pemp ntm vews ^bi^«, taw tatxm radical* 

&%avid Ceeil , Lord M.. London* CenatabU, WW, P. #5. 

^ f tw ta rd , Pfb«fa.. *ew Series, Vol. 9, l , 9%. 
7 1J. t. UM, jOaUmaLJUma ^»*»* mmxu*% i w . 
P. 4 1 . 
r l l g . » «• 44*5. 
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Horton, tbe only Tory and the o tbere probably had no par ty 

a f f i l i a t i o n . 

t h e r a d i c a l reform of tbe foor Law* %«* probably 

In the eoonoaic i n t e r e s t o~ a l l a*ttfoars of ene ru l ing 

c l a s s e s with the poss ib le exception of tbe lawyer*. s>t©s&« 

b roker s , nabobs, t^ rchant* , l a a * ^ <$esi«ry, and lamsed 

a r i s t o c r a t * would a i l bene f i t by seduced expenditures <m 

the pooir thrmjjb reduction*, in the poor ra te* V^m landed 

gentry sad a r i s t o c r a c y t a h®? bm® sbc*"*, fmi mmsmljs. and 

p o l i t i c a l reasons for supporting the foor l **» in the 

fir*fc tKo decades of tbe <}<-' r;©€ntb century , By the **** 

ginning of tb® t h i r d deeade, however, the economic vmrnmiB 

bad gone. 

those ind iv idua ls associa ted with tbe r*ain«. 

sdUk'le cla&# atH e^pecta l ly merchants, *janufae«urer* and 

stockbroker* had ^acb to ^ein in-xt, tbe a b o l i t i o n of tbe 

Poor Lews. Hot only w u i d t a sa t l on &«J reduced m t a l s o 

tbe mobi l i ty of 1*1~J«J;: would ha *ncr«©»ed* Tt«u* the wide 

d i s p a r i t y t>i* war;©« bes?p®©n agriculfajral diatrl©1-* an*15 

ucbrni m?&hxmmtimi® would bm diMxdMlmd m*.< urban w&ga#, 

unuur the pre^uuro -jf increas ing competition I w j-t»& 

would p r a ^ s l y '"".-xaiiae, M&o X*~ suil>lu* rur&l ^apwiakion 



could be tapped for fu r tba r eaonoaic expansion. 

The lawyer* a lone , bad perhaps® something to lose 

by the ending of tbe Lars of ^u t t l c^en t . the hugt I s ^ i 

cos t* of tbe i'ocr Laws would b© alios! ,#fcau <y t K &l?#it»* 

t ion oi tbe Lews of ,a t t lanes t* '^ 

Xhere **sf chess * £o?i®l<torabl*i **#|?r«4e o>£ f^inef* 

dence of thought between tb® eaoneufiats and sor«te ; - ? l i t i * 

e lans on the quest ion of the Soar LPVS. *tay p o l i t i c i a n s 

agreed with tbe e^eltbualan p r i n c i p l e ol" populat ion, with 

tbe wage* land do&ttln© *nri with a soc ie ty baaed on lsv?1* 

^ idua l sel£»iatar«**t, ttowevar i t «tee« not foilaar rhe t 

tbe major f ac to r ufaleb detMttzaiined t h e i r thiolsi.vr man dhe 

^iaws of tbe economists. Indeed, the f ae t t ba t t h e i r 

ind iv idua l ae l lHn tnxnac eolrscide*! with the e c o ^ ^ ^ t ^ * 

wiawa would suggest t b a t the toaory bed a t best- a aeeoa* 

4ary r o l e t o play ia ©ondltionin^ t h e i r thou«*ht*« 

^ % . t . Baynae* .^fi^J.,. ^q^utf^Y^in A*ri^alifr. 2nd. «u»» 
L&tmMii iaaaa r l tanm, I9e2 f r» 79*31. 
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l b * supporter* ©£ th® tl-.*, i c ^ r w* e.&j tbv;&« *Lo 

proposed I t * simple a b o l i t i c u fetd a -sov/lr*. *jt>l« '. roe 

of support in tbe House of l auren* . two 4thar a^proaohea 

t o t he reforsi of the coor La»' vera prepoaed by Bobevt Uwoa 

the phii&ntbrople cot ton laanufactwrer, m4 a t e >"iu«.ou 

dwen proposed isha aatahl i*ht . t o^ cooperat ive wills®*® 

union a t f i r s t he reeaoniMended a# <a n*aa»$ of re fo ta in^ tfee 

*>©or Law* and l a t e r , ma m nm?w of tmm$£&mlm% society* 

John eof*?eo suf^tseed tbe establ ishment of Benefit 

^ooietinB on a na t iona l beaia vftf eh venld *$Xt, ;»«te cba 

need for a ^otsr Lav* 

Curww bel ieved tha t the <traat daswloaaavit of 

pauperiam a f t e r the war *&* '.has to thro© cauttesi ' f l r e t , 

ax&eaai^e t a x a t i o n ; second, the deprec ia t ion oV -wiev; 

1 
And t h i r d l y , the g rea t oion In tfea meaeaaaxiea of l i f e . 

Ibbniary *J» M l f . 
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I s «as convinced tbat ttt# labouring elaaeas '"aid not pay 

Mm than IS per cent of their ime«« to tb® p ^ n m a t 
'a 

la tbe shape of tanaa'*,'4' ^ege* l a the l a s t 4®mdm of the 

el§&e@#i*tb century we«i "about §*. per nmto", Paring cbe 

next t h i r t y year* s:'tiie nanettearlaa of Ml® bee *1c*&ledl 

wbllat «•$•• bed only •dyenaad to 11®. @r «@*ttsM £• J * 

Bnr 1» tbi® e l l , " ' t ac t ion bad ttnhled tafelxts; la* n venfc 

frou every po«r foully"i* "il^m tbe %a?«ker *ae caugfee i s * 

t^eea rapisfly r is ing price* and taxae awl slowly rl&ing 

m^m* tba moul t «•• poverty* 

the ev i l s of the foor Love *?ere s»nf* 'tho law* 

to r a i se aonay %«ra enjuat and oapffeoalvn* Use dlctEitvw* 

t ion of re l ie f bad sapp#i- site, ladeiiNeadefie* of tike srostcev* 

^sajparlas ejowtaaanaeae #11 «ba oasst vitiate I t* ^@rt#m... 

Bo#a i t produce bappfeosts ©omasa t and •gratitude, aejeng tbe 

poo* f Bo, S i r . discontent, gloos onci ttiaery pervade a l l 

sfbo partake of i t* ifet a pa r t i a l* of grafclfeude, net »3»«5& 

of eonfiennaenti i i to be found* -If tb® I'oeor Law ^y^tess. 

^Benea**, fatflia^teay,ftan*>fc»B. Vpl. Xiorai, P* ?^)8 

%ansard, ^ ^ i « » I i a i * f l ^ *•*-• ^ *• ***-*» '***? 
17, lilt* 
^Wmmm.^ MU^^MMj^^mM *W* ass*, p, SG*»9, 
Mi. ti* 1117, 
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continued, "can i t ba doubted that U wil l atop abort of 

sa l lowing up tb® t*bole revenue and industry of w i 

country". In order to «ake •* u. oncnasaty £>;,„, â » In dh& 

*yatea, be maintained that p^arajsent aoul^ have to u e c « * 

teyolyed,** 

Cuswen oelleved tbat no pa r t i a l a s s u r e s * ,«*le 

be of u s e . . . " i s effecting tbe iiec#ssary changes. B& 

proposed to at feet the radical reforv- o€ the *oor Law* by 

a system of benefit soc ie t i e s . Everyone who nana «*ny in* 

co:je *m* to contribute to a par t th r>wu H© c a l c u l a t e 

tbat the labouring clashes wmt4 contras t® r4,2t« %A&5 

fro® the i r e a r n i n g , other alaaona wmsid contribute 

~2,9Bi,iiO aad that a imy T» essploynra <te**aad«rtt: eo *%m 

effl^ers of sorteen ^ould yield -2,t&9,2*2. Tbu«* a to ta l 

of $,JSS,77? woald be *raUa»la for the re l ief of *«<** 

naos, old aon, and miafortona, for "a general plan of 

h b l d . . *• S08. 

%anaard, I ^ U i e E a i s i ^ X i ^ i ^ J , * *<*. ^*» *. 465 „ *toy 17, 
1*19. 
7aownrc% liEUi^asittMffito^ v©i. Ajjani, ». m , 
Feb* 4, IftlB. 
%s*nt*n?d, | f l l i « M t o a J t a S i & » Vol. A**W. *'• « V J - 4 , 
Hey » , iBib* 
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education" aw4 for other purposes conducive to tbe com* 

fort* and happiness of the labouring classes*". 

The administration of tbe plan mml4 be in the 

band* of a cotmaitt.ee elected xrosa tbe labour ins? classes, 

their esiploynrs arn^ the renroeentativen of landed and 

other property' *. 

Ciurwea** plan w&& bmswd on a »©h*»e which bad been 

in operation over thirty years at hi* coal nine* and uhich 

he bad Later extended to cover all bis agricultural 

workers. Contributions from his worsen and benefit* 

to them wear* on a eliding; scale dependent on income. 

Cutven added a total &t three*tenth* o£ the amount raised 

11 
plus occasional oontrioutiona to keep ttie fund solvent. 

Fay&enta <**er« made in the case n£ accidents, sickness, 

carriage, birth of a child and in the event of death. 

Curwen wa* tbe permanent president of the societies and 

he drew up the rulee. One* a year all mmsifoam oi the 

M W M M > M M » W H M M M H H I 

^ b i d . . . i>. B93. 

a*n\B\fc MHBMHMI K< ,l««¥ton,slfeftl.,lgatfKte tOfeiMfewrltf i i 

CLfaees. t a d . e d . } Londons JL Jbtw^on,, IfiOO, i'* 301. 

l i l b ld** *J» 2S->* 

M l b l 4 . . F . JOB. 

http://cotmaitt.ee
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society would f i r s t attend church, an4 then, tbe 'annual 

feast" <to which each s » * e r paid a shi l l ing) after which 

cane the elections of the Gensiltten* tb© osnaeeuent ol 

the fwnd **ae hy a enskaitten oC wortaen presided over by 

Gurt?en*§ a^ent. 

the alas o*. tbe ichetae «era to provide self e n a ^ t 

In the case of »ic??ae*s and accidentis, to ra&ke writer* 

•nore respectable tttanifeers o£ soc ie ty ' , to place i t* ©on* 

t ro l In the hand* of tfen «xor&ere to seea® extent and co 

exempt the parish ttom the burden* of tbe poor r a t e , the 

poor ra te in Workington, where Curwen wa$ mm of the 

principal employer*, woe less t am two ©hillings per heed 

annually for tbe yamm 17tJ en IBul. 

Curwen'a acbeFie on the national $eale reflected 

then hie actions on a local scale , ay l e l 7 , however, be 

modified bis plan in cer ta in respects . Ei* plan, he *ug» 

jes ted , would be optional in each ere* a* an experiment 

to be adopted when the majority of tbe parishioner* of 

amy pariah warn disponed to t ry i t " . 

i u .n i imi—t—«»WMin i» mi • — — t u r n » 

-*ianaard, mitmm%m,«m§im» *•*- «**. *. sn. 
Feb, 21, 111?. 
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Be was s t i l l c l e a r about Che laapact ©< M* prop®* 

s a l s on the loor laws ho«*ever, 

The establ ishment 1 propose, a t once e^tln^a tehee 
r e l i a n c e on tbe I'oor Laws; I t carabines with the 
earning* o*" dhe p a r t i e s , ehfc contribution® of 
o the r c l a s s e s : i t open* to the poor, ^ e w ' e r 
cotaiurt* than they could otherwise obtain *-
the eecu r i t y o l t h e i r own saemsloaf education of t , 
t h e i r ch i l d r en ; rewards -or meri tor ious conduct. 

By 18l« i t *?**, however, apparent to Curi^ea t h a t 

in sorse a reas wage© *?ere not fitfliclent to give the workers 

''a f a i r competency"*. lie pdinged out t ha t i t e la*?® were 

suede to punish cc$&loatloc& asmagst the saen, the provision* 

had a l s o been di rec ted a galas t combinat ion mmmg tbe 

©alters;, h* would have «*re*<? i t the ju&tiee #1 tbe esysscfc-

a*aats • Curwe© &a«.:«st«d tha t an* of the reason* for the 

low r a t e ot *ag;e* we* the eoi&inafclajt*. oi ensployera. Al* 

though a d w l t t l n j '**« a general p r i n c i p l e , the inexpediency 

of at tempting to r egu la te ****$*©' he su£$e*ted ttie &stah-

lishHsant ' in tbe various* - i i* t r ic t»^ oi "a alain*** 01 

17 
l abour" . Me van w i l l i n g to "ores h i* ellow employer* 

- t a n e n r d , ft r l i w o n t a r y Pebataa, tfol. KXKl\ F . 403, 
Feb. 9, IBM. 

-%s»«ard , ? o l . U , f. 4#7*i, «*y If , 1819, and Bsmsurd, 
f o l . JUUIX, F . 466, f en . 4 , ttl*« 



in 

to pay reasonable v&%mn to thei r workers. 

I t 1* possible 1:0 «««» a, Lwtmiw* ® proposal* wf 

Benefit ^Societies an at tenpt to a h l ' t sow OA the buL-rfen 

of the poor ra te off the ahoulder* oi me tamtomomtm ano 

onto tfee abaulder) off •*e#yone a loe . This ¥iew however i t 

probably only pa r t i a l l y t«i€i for I t only eafcea in part of 

what Curwen proposed. 8® %*ould bsee stesply an^eafeed that 

tbe poor r a t e be a«i«a*®ed on profi t* , end on tnt#r##t fwn 

^overn-^snt bonds and l e t h is proposals atop r i^ht thaw?. 

Be could tan, hove staply *u*sgatted the outrijgbt aboiifclon 

of tbe S'oor imm* Both of thaea proposal® wonld, if 

acted upon, have lightened the burden of the I'oor La»s on 

lando*nerts. 

Cnr̂ -sen bat1 $bo« houaveir thet h# was ?jenutnly e-sr-

eemed **or the *at« ®f the workers, l e taaeil to ^eed hi* 

p i t horse* ''steaming potatoes' • • a practice be imm4 lee* 

•xpeneiee than giving thaw hay and oat*, tfeenevor the 

pr ice e* potatoes went beyond six pence per etoa«, he 

would offer hi* potato** ;<,* aale *- tma lorciur down 

the pfeic*. In Uu*!>e*iaad potauMS* »/&*• cu. i^jp^jftant 
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article in the diet of t^m people. In february IB17 he 

bought IS,000 buabel* o r pota toes a t a coat o»- r t , W ? 'o r 
11 

the poor of Workington. He rec«m*nde':f to h i s "allow 

landed proprietors? the production oir milk and i t * s a l e a t 

a " f a i r price'* t o the poor* uvew tbouv/j vne pro' i t <#:y 

be a«sall y e t , i!a* an a c t o* benevolence, ao ateenticm fc<* 

the i n t e r e s t ot the moat valuable c l a s s <n> nan, i t 1* an 

ob jec t highly worthy al cons 1 a e r a t i o n 0 . Qummn mXc 

lar*te q u a n t i t i e s aZ mW' £« the people oi - orkin^ton. 

In dimcuasiw l e a see , © 'fepreciation of f inanc ia l 

fain i* ev iden t . 

I t 1* aacch t o foe in son ted tb-* p r ae t i e e u' Tr«r4tin \ 
l eases i* cm the d e c l i n e . >.cui center's! t ha t 
lee Mas e&anc ipa to a tenantry* ami %m&m thmm inde­
pendent *— e t h e r s , tha t the deprec ia t ion of aon&y 
give* t o tbe teeattc en advantase over tbe landlord , 
what 1 deprec ia te and aonpLsio of i t the s p i r i t o / 
nsercaotiie ca lea la t i o n , which ba* *%iallu«<ed up ev*ry 
o ther honourable corusiceration. Xhe pr ide o* 
bain** respected aadl be la ted weighs nntbln-i »^*in*t 
r ack- ren t s and s e r v i l i t y •»- nay, i t pons ®o *ar«aa 
to reconc i le »en to had and wretched husbandry. 

Hi* cont inual oofoern was io-j the ' coho r t s* aad 

.mii,<Min».»frWWiriMtw»ri • i f n i r i r - l f l fT "TT rrr-T'—T'-' 

I*C^nt^enon*« .4tt*fl&inn. 1 -1 / , *a*t 1, A . UJ» 

all&M*. *• 2l*\ 
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the 'nappinaa*8* oi tfee lahenyioje c lasses , lie maintained 

that 

the leg is la ture i» called on to stay th i s ev i l 
[hi panpetisssaj fron motive® higher and ssore $tg» 
nlfied than any which se l f - In te res t can diatafn* 
fevary Reeling of hnsantty and lnee of nsan ior 
.an, isjplanted in the heart* ol a l l , hi4& m 
res tore happinea* and reapectabl l i ty to &m 
millions and a half of fallo»-EnHliahmen.^ 

Mi* concern mas the foor Law mm&® to spring not 

simply from the fact that the Poor Law taxes are hm®& on 

land and are lneraaalng in awonat hot mainly becauaa of 

the effect i t ha* on the comfort, character ami happineea 

of the worker. He contrasted the a«$»ini*tra&ioa he pro­

posed for the Foor Law* 

. . .w i th that mdat whieh i t I s at present —-
Contempt mad hawed emtinpiiah a i l sentiment* 
<sZ compassion, harsbwaaa and b.rucsllty are in 
conae^tience deal t ant bo a l l * Sow different 
would he the traateemt o> the poor when they 
had a part of the i r can h%Ay superintending 
the i r coaoeim* ••* a l l^e to the i r d is t resses by 
a sentiment of fellow feeling. I t would be 
the wish oi a i l to console the a f f l ic ted , ami 
to re l ieve tbe virtuous, there woold he en 
in te res t also to curb tbe excesses of the 
tbenojBtlaae*** t h i s operation oi opinion wwld 
ba^e a powerful effect on the whole enoaantfty.*"* 

t2mmmt4t ?ol # 30OT# P. $U, Feb, 21, 1817. 

^^annaa**, ¥ol* M O T , f. i§4*7, A y 16, M l o . 
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Bow ouch supporc Curwen obtained for hi* far-reach­

ing proposels is difficult to ascertain. Benefit Societies 

did receive support from the 1017 and 1819 Foor Law 

Committees. The 1817 Consittee endorsed a* has been seen, 

proposals similar to tbe ones advanced by Curwen. By 1819, 

however, tbe Committee's heart had hardened to the point 

that its major recoeaaendacion® for Foor Law reform were 

clearly based on the opinion* of the economists. Benefit 

Societies had merely an ancillary function. 

Other M.P*s did support Benefit Societies but it 

is clear that they did not view them in the aarae light ®a 

did Curwen. Thomas Courtenay, and Sturges Bourne saw 

Benefit Societies as a useful means of diminishing de­

pendence on tbe poor rate. They would however continue 

the Poor Rate. Benefit Societies a**ain were to be merely 

ancillary and not, as Curwen had sugpested, the focal point 

of the scheme. Sir Sgerton Brydges, the geneologlst and 

tf.P. for Maidstone, was in substantial agreement with 

25 
Curwen. 
*m*avmmmm*mmmmmmmmmmmmmmm*mmmim 

2*T. P. Courtenay, A Treatise Upon the Poor Law*. P. 143; 
T. C. Courtenay, The Panoblafer. Vol. XI, r. 384. 

25£. Brydges, The lasaohleteer. Vol. XI, i. 152-153; 
Curwen also received some support from Thonas Lee, 
Pamphleteer. Vol. XVlii, f. 373-5&1. 
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Curwen is then, concerned to change the Foor Laws 

for reasons far removed from those which met with the 

support of economists. Curwen was aware o' Malthus' work. 

On Hey 28, 1816 ha stated that he ' pec ec<-ly agreed with 

Malthus, 'thinking that nothing less than the total change 

25 
of system of poor law* can cure Che evil". Curwen 

does, however, seera to have misunderstood or been misin­

formed of Malthus* work. He suggested, for example, that 

Malthus proposed 'to fix the amount of tbe sun raised In 

each parish and to take off annually a certain proportion, 

till the whole wes annihilated and thua to let the Poor 

27 Laws expire". 

Malthus attacked Curwen'* proposals on a variety 

of ground*. Curwen'* proposals to widen the base of the 

poor rate* would have tbe effect that "the local distri­

butors would have comparatively but feeble sotivee to 

reduce them, and they might be axpecteo' to increase with 

rapidity", in the establishment of friendly societies 

proposed by Curwen "there Is certainly reason to expect 

26Hansard, Vol. XXXIV, P. 881. 

27lbid.. P. 880. 
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t h a t every tpieetloa which cowid be influenced L-y the con* 

t r i b v t o r s would be determined on principle© s t i l l saore 

Indulgent and l e s s economical*' than the i'oor Lav*, i t was 

i i k e l v too tha t " the whole ot" «ny deficiency . . . wowld 

be m&&® up by tbe assessments" fr<r the ?*.-"» r r a t e , l a 

suss, ' there i s l i t t l e hope tha t -hr. Curwe&'s plan wool-

be successful in ''ilcBlalshisiT the whole a&ount of the r a t e s , 

aa<* tbe propor t i ** c<? dependent poor . 

i*yndai®en t a l l y Curteer* was a t odds with the ectfmo-

?aista over the kind o* soc ie ty hm bel ieved I n . The 

ec^ooa i s t s , a* has been s u j e s t e d , advocated a eoaasaunity 

where each ,mn was r e s p i ^ s l b l e > vr hir iaeli ami sphere i n ­

d iv idua l se l f xntafcreat vam tbe laejer *aotiwatia,. <"orce. 

Curwen 4m the o ther hand bad a ¥iew ot a s t a t e which 

soyfht «c p ro tec t the indiv idual c l t i o e n vroat the i l s for­

tune* %i s ickness *n«* accident by c o l l e c t i v e a c t i o n . Tbe 

s t a t e to hi® should be p a t e r n a l i s t i c mw> forcnnitarian — 

heists pr imar i ly concerned with the wei a r e , co-sf-ort and 

happiness or I t * e i t l a e a s * To tbe economists, however, 

2 % . R. Haithuiis, %eaar„.OSL..V^^li^l,^. Vol. 11, W51, P . 239. 
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the s ta te should axiamrily half i l l & • role oi: ass is t ing 

the enonoay to achieve isaxlaana rataa of growth in eatpvt* 

Tbe s t a t e w«* incapable of «#u r t eg the welfare ol she 

individual e l t l aea — th is could only fee ik^a fey sits 

©itirea h inoel t . In a way, Qssmm ««§»$ to be one ©f tb» 

early harbinger* of the nedent nelfoca a ta te while a t the 

®mm t i e* te®$M$. issued with the §»«#«» l i s t:ia one; sit$eua 

vimm of the eig^tannfeu eantury* 

Owen too, aeann to herald the twentietb a%mossy« 

Hi* enphoaia a«n a basical ly •qaal i tar ian *oei*&yv devoid 

of the statsts concepts stolen were current a t fcia® Kiase, 

striken a ^aa l i ia r not® today wfawsa read with wtber view* 

oi hi* day. 

Rajbort Siwen1® »»§#i c««ifnifcy a t Now Lanark had 

a t t rac ted a great deal ol: at tention hy eeny inf luent ial 

people. So wae l a s t e d by she CoasKlttan far tbe mlimi 

of tbe tsanttfanettrtag 'stoat to mbemi.% to thesa a repast on 

the ottaeee and re l i e f of poverty. In i t km pointed ant 

th*t dnrinf. the fcaqtolaenia wars there bad been a parent 

gvanth to fwennativ* power* iofwver, after the ws« ths&n 

ena a decline in the demand for pvadan6a# I t nae aawaeaaar,? 

therefore an aantirant fba « y ® » s m eapply ®M aiana 
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labour was more costly than machinery, worker* ware 

ousted and were tbermfore unemployed. There were there* 

fore, according to uvea, three possible meulte — either 

tbe use of siecbiaery «uet he diminished or millions vast 

be left to starve or occupations tmat be louad for the 

30 
poor. Owen opted Tor the Lett course, suggesting that 

aaebioery •xvst be *•*• subservient to wm®. 

He pointed oat tSmt there was a danger of passing 

on bad habits fro® on® ̂ «narati«*i to another and it was 

therefore necessary to provide £or tbe education of the 

poor. He angpeated the e*tabli#biaent of villages of 

1200 pa&aom each gnrronndad by l9G0u to 1,500 acre*. 

There would be a public- kitchen, aiessrooae and school* 

provided in addition t? lining acaoaodation. The coat of 

the scheme would be about £&6tO0O — coat per head there­

fore £«0 which at 3^ was & mm £4 per avowou thus tbe 

poor rate* would ha brought to an end. with spade culti­

vation the country enuld support a very large population. 

A* originally proposed tbe plan w»® *4nply an 

ttfefeace 
• d , G. Ii 

iobart Owen, ft fluy f|ey, of, ^f| f , |y TOi,,^fe|rj^lSlaa> 
•d* £ . » . 1 . Cole; London J . H# *?ent» IP. 158/ 
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alternative to poor relief but Owen began to widen x'z. 

In hi* Report to Lanark of May 1, 1820 Owen ex­

tended hi* plan a* the basis o£ a new social order.^ 

Selfishness would be eliminated and it dividual accumula­

tion would not he important. The growth of population 

poaes no problem for under spade cultivation ftreet Britain 

and Ireland could support a population of one hundred 

million. ''We possess the aieon© of supplying the labouring 

poor however numerous they may be, with beneficial employ­
es 

ment for many centuries c: cause.""' 

The eiaount of influence which Owen haoi in the 

House of Commons was sssali. The 1317 Foor Law Committee 

34 
refused even to allow him to present his views to it. 

Sir W. de Cresplgny's notion of December 16, 1819 to 

appoint a select committee to inquire into "the plan of 

Mr. Owen for aijielloratin̂  the condition of the lower 

cla****"^- was defeated by a vote of sixteen to one hundred 

« H W H H M S i a « M I I H H M M M I M * M M I 

*2G. D. H. Cole, The Life of Robert 0wer<.. London: *facMillan, 
1930, P. 222. 
330wen, A new View of Society. <?. 239. 

^^Owao, Life of Robert Owen. P. 183-4. 

35ibld.. P. 183-4. 
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and forty-one.- A similar notion by Maxwell on June 26, 

1621 was also defeated. The two motions, it saay be noted, 

were *i»ply to examine Cowan's proposal* and report tc the 

Bouse. Agreement with tbe notion* did not i»piy e^recaa»t 

with Qwenf* approach, Elcardo* 

...observed that be wast completely at #ar with tbe 
system of Mr. Cven, which was built on a theory 
inconsistent with the principle* of political 
economy, end in bis opinio© we* calculated to pro­
duce infinite ttlochlaf to tbe coraaunity.-^ 

Yet Eicnrdo voted i'j the coalition because he suggested 

it was advantageous c^ ©acaiaioa the claim* ot spade hus­

bandry and discover to what extent its claims were justi­

fied. Srongbes* too, oalntainad that he would vote lor the 

eoasaittee but yet be believed the theory on which -.en's 

propone! *s were "founded to be wholly #rroaemi*5?. 

Alderoar. Waishsaan lioapp^ravad > the plan of ^wem a* a 

whole but yet taw no objection* to tbe for®*tion or a cow-

nit tee to examine it. Among other supporter* o£ Lhe. 

36IkH-» *• MM-
37Ban*ard, Vol. f, 3*. 1320, 

^nanaard, Vol. XLX, *\ 120§* 
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appoin&aent of a oomtl t tee were those wito sensed only to 

accept Owen'* *ebe»e in p a r t . Lord Archibald Hamilton ami 

she. iiaxweli wanted a cowalt tee to e x t r a c t tb« useXul pa;et» 
At 

oi* Owen1* p lan , * Creep ii#»y ami tMdeaoau .O»J>< ^avowred 

tbe p a r t s of Owen** plan which would br ing about the c u l ­

t i v a t i o n c . weswelande «nd eoag^oo*. iavcton would vote 

l o r tbe emaainetlon oC \i%s«a*® plan because of the con t ra s t 

between oea4l t io»e in woe^u^ae* ami in &«&? Laaar&. $ot 

one o l tbese ^ . f # . the** in i b e i i ipeeohe* 6*e^-J u> 'avtair 

wwon's plan- as a 'nasi© aaetbod ."or reforsaJL*,, the I'oor Law*. 

However, I t i * pro&ebie t ha t aeais*^* for &:> ivu^ii support 

a s p©®a-*l*, tney weula cend t& &»̂ b«$*!«.«.. thase ports* o€ 

Owen** plana which would ksees. with mzximm support in the 

CosBEson* * 

Owe», i t I* mi<umBit %**» i i t* t le iaJ-iwe»*«ad by the 

enanonlat** Hinarda a* &M bean aeon ' &** opposea i a Owen's 

proposal*, fttolthus believed t h a t £b« .v«>-a£i'At «£ 0^#n*a 

plan would be ca lcu la ted "'to Increase en , fsulttply the 

aeisber ol pauper*' ' , be believed tha t *AJ«T'S echene 

*4ke*># *• UfO, and teMLJteiiME* » » • *• « • 
^f t ansa rd , Vol. V. , * , 1323, Jane 24, 1S21. 

^ssiicbM# mmv m mm^m* ?*&* ***•» *»i. »• *>* ***. 
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would be forced to cosae to an m>& "from tbe natural and 
i 44-

necessary action of the principle of population . Owen 

flatly rejected ftalthue* view® ©a population* 

Owen and Curwen'» proposal* both sprang from xkm 

revulsion tbey both fait from the operation ol the foot 

Low*. Their objection to It in both eases, wa* basically 

humanItariaa, and their solution 'largely callectivlstic. 

upport for Hotb was sasali and case fro* the landed gentry, 

Mibid,» P. 337. 
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I t i» probable fcnet tbe aajor i ty of support for 

tbe s tatus quo in the i-oor Law* case from the landed a r i s ­

tocracy an < lonneo gentry. Tbe basis HA. tbi* belief wis 

rooted in the supposed ri$fat oi* the poor to racalva rel ief 

a&d in tbe obligation ox tbe apper classe-* to provide i t* 

Tbe support iror <jwen*s and Curwen1* proposals was oased 

on tbe a&m hu&aniterlaa concern for the condition of the 

working olassaa m& drew support from the sa<ae group* in 

society • • tbe landed gentry ami landed ar is tocracy. 

The staple abolit ion of the Poor Laws would be In 

the juara* il*kt.<* economic in teres t of a l l iaeaiber* of Che 

ruling classes with the possible exception of the lawyer*. 

Foor Law taxma would be eliminated atm& the prespent of a l l 

tbe rent of land being mellowed up by the poor ra te would 

be eradicated. Tbe aboli t ion of the foor Laws, i f seen a* 

a eaeti^e of the ;. us toe society would redound to the 

po l i t i c a l end aoji^i a\'»anfcage of tbe -̂ CAtenta of tb® 

ailddle-cla*©. 

Xboee who support©** tfee abolit ion of the fc'oor Law 

along the liana snygaated by the enunoalftts baa then, 
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vested i n t e r e s t * in i t * e r ad i ca t i on , in such cJrcw *untaes 

i t i a Impossible t o prove tha t tbe idea l >"»? ot tb,® econo­

mis ts had a conclusive e f fec t *.. u*st«.«. *l»i- - the opioid.:* 

of the .*•¥*• I t 1* provable chat the economic minion; 

took a secondary r o l e in uatexnininp rnexr thoo*^ts , 

in some respec t s however the influence <>"' else 

economists i s c l c* r «&sJ c<mv3L ?tn<*, ^ o a ^ - ^ r ^ r i e * ev i* 

deofely ***iiev^<* t h a t the enonopiist** * « *~n&»oci» were * ^ 1 * 

f i c i e n t i y c l e a r or s u f f i c i e n t l y persuasive t o bear repeat* 

in f c r r e i u t l n f . teitan*, ftolsb, t i c a rdo a&& ^cCwlioch 

were often r#^erred to a* a u t h o r i t i e s * Freonemtly ©ontem­

pora r i e s regarded t h e i r wor^e a v be l ap worth read l a a . I t 

i s no t iceab le too , that t» the House not only #re the ar* 

$mamt# ©1 econowi*tf presented bat t h e i r very pt*r«eolo§y 

1* repea ted . 

l a the Cemmm and in the Report* and l e t t e r * the 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c t heo r i e s of tbe economises a re t r o t t e d out 

and a i r e d . Xhe «*ege* &und Theory, and the P r inc ip l e of 

Fopulet ioa a re the very s t ap le* of any d iscuss ion on the 

foor Law* during the pe r iod . Thud tbe anonc alato Influenced 

u®z "»ily -:».* loagua?* *t the debate but sfefW*^ the e m c i # l 

air&a^ around vhleb the f i x a t e would ta*e piece-
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reshape moat al^nlf lccnciy the solution* of the 

economists to the problems poaed by the I'oor Lows, vera 

tbe idee* around which the 4l&mwaim centred. oth#r 

solutions to tbe Foor Law problem — ouch as -alaiAwsi wage 

legis la t ion or a national system of benefit societ ies ware 

repeated with scarcely any eionslnatiatt during tbe period. 

Bow far the ec«*®iaifsta ii flue*»ce«' the opinions o£ 

M.Fe. 4urla« t2>e period Is Jircu.wi'. to ascer ta in . Sup* 

porters of tbe aid Poor !****. and ^l u^ea and wurwen show 

l i t t l e influence of the eennoctteta* Xita supporters ol the 

economists* proposals m the other band shaded their x,a-

flwesce 11 the fttprtiRU â .* phraseology they used mm In 

tbe proposalt tbey suggested. 
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APPEHBlJC 1 

PQOft BATE AgfrES^MEOT Am EXPENDITURE 1748-1833 

— - " • • — •»" ' m i l l „ . , « ~ . . . . ~ ~ « ~ - » ~ . « i . , . . . . u . . . . . . . i . . - » 

Average of Year ending at Ea*ter 
Three Years to Easter 

1748, 1749, 1750 I77i. 

Average of Average Amount of Araouat 
Toor-Rate expended Foor-Rate expended 
Assessment on tbe Foor Assessment on tbe Poor 

EHGLAHD: r & 

Bedford 
Berk* 
Buckingham 

Cambridge 
Chester 
Cornwall 
Cumberland 

Derby 
Devon 
Dorset 
Durham 

Essex 

Gloucester 

Hereford 
Hertford 
Huntingdon 

Sent 

Lancaster 
Leicester 
Lincoln 

Middlesex 
Monmouth 

9,492 
17,150 
19,234 

9.546 
14,946 
10,329 
2,456 

7,874 
37,703 
13,790 
7,276 

40,267 

26,576 

5,381 
18,232 
3,803 

44,672 

7,658 
14,851 

83,883 
3,331 

8,276 
15,971 
17,139 

9,171 
14,741 
9,660 
2,450 

7,677 
34,953 
12,266 
7,143 

38,233 

25,687 

5,056 
16,452 
3,306 

41,997 

21,236 
7,549 

14,790 

81,030 
2,898 

18,193 
39,72'> 
37,053 

20,342 
31,016 
25,504 
8,389 

18,504 
72,353 
27,415 
19,409 

88,098 

59,158 

11,675 
31,578 
9,126 

87,138 

56,163 
26,360 
33,»23 

189,871* 
7,468 

16,663 
36,718 
31.799 

18,092 
29,660 
22,598 
8,030 

17,441 
62,481 
24,538 
14,441 

74,057 

53,812 

10,193 
25,486 
7,&59 

80,150 

52,373 
24,399 
31,913 

174,274 
5,575 
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Average of Tear ending at Easter 
Three Year* to Easter 

1748, 1749, 175© 1776. 

COUHTIEE Average of Average Amount of Aamnnt 
Poor-Rate expended Foor-Hate expended 
assessment on the Foor Assessment on tbe Foor 

ENGLAND 

Norfolk 
Horthaispton 
Northumberland 
So ttIngham 

Oxford 

Rutland 

Salop 
Boater s e t 
Southampton 
Stafford 
Suffolk 
Surrey 
Sussex 

Warwick 
Westmorland 
Wilts 
Worcester 

York, fi.Ridlog 
York, H. Riding 
York, fc. RUlins 

WALE6 

32,450 
12,542 

3,562 
4,502 

13,356 

870 

8,762 
28,318 
22,485 
10,544 
29,348 
28,364 
26,428 

11,925 
1,834 

23,977 
9,695 

4,144 
3,kG7 

20,365 

30,464 
12,367 

3,796 
&,375 

12,831 

862 

7,925 
25,596 
20,521 

9,812 
28,063 
26,598 
24,343 

10,445 
1,802 

22,938 
9,134 

4,110 
5,581 

20,218 

V.M* 

83,739 
38,899 
15,057 
14,6S4 

31,155 

2,887 

*»•/ p aa^ijr 

57,897 
54,S14 
35,986 
62,696 
57,303 
61,565 

48,330 
3,042 

57,747 
29,758 

11 , .23 
13,353 
53,43^ 

40,, m 

64,172 
35,233 
14,699 
11,914 

28,750 

2,664 

22,316 
50,491 
48,92© 
32,081 
56,804 
49,744 
54,734 

44,171 
2,835 

54,022 
26,906 

11,036 
12,702 
50,t>88 

™,.,JltJ?M 

Totals ol 
England & Wale* 730,137 «s89,97l 1,726,317 1,330,800 
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Average of Yeer ending at Master 
Three Years to Easter 

1783, 1784, 1785 8 0 3 

CO0*fTIE6 Average of Amount Aiaownt of Amount 
Poor-3tate expended Poor-late expeoded 
Assessment on the Foor Assessment on tbe Foor 

* — — — M — — • i i » » » — » ^ — — . I I i i i — — I u m i l l nil in .« I in I I I I I . N . «i, JI niiilnn I 

ENGLAND ' £ 

Bedford 
Berks 
Buckingham 

Caabridge 
Chester 
Cornwall 
Cumberland 

Derby 
Devon 
Dorset 
Durham 

Eases 

Gloucester 

Hereford 
hartford 
Huntingdon 

Kent 

Lancaster 
Leicester 
Lincoln 

Middlesex 
Hbnmouth 

Norfolk 
Itortha^pton 
Northumberland 
Nottingham 

22,638 
49,646 
49,021 

28,838 
40,849 
30,994 
12,003 

24,973 
85,806 
34,620 
21,702 

103,255 

69,114 

17,988 
36,634 
13,890 

113,061 

80,301 
j3,347 
47,191 

210,912 
9,990 

100,988 
49,623 
21,264 
4tJL p> • ) * * 

20,977 
47,006 
45,340 

26,176 
39,292 
28,532 
11,688 

>2,925 
80,682 
31,528 
19,531 

94,570 

64,895 

V>,728 
32,779 
12.U3 

10">,60& 

73,364 
30,803 
43,024 

195,527 
8,108 

94,671 
46,079 
20,738 
18,068 

47,484 
96,©61 
105,379 

69,011 
84,991 
72,446 
34,896 

77,311 
179,359 
7$,358 
71,665 

216,^88 

144,565 

60,834 
71,291 
30,953 

255,453 

230,756 
107,558 
145,849 

490,144 
25,049 

204,532 
120,592 
66,106 
63,210 

38,070 
85,605 
88,774 

5 % 073 
69,800 
57,696 
29,^69 

58,6**5 
148,565 
66,981 
54, >8'a 

184,428 

113,415 

4&.067 
58,63b 
24,965 

215,397 

161,026 
83,806 
100,896 

367,285 
19,762 

175,765 
97,894 
54,56'* 
47,453 
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" ' L "•' ' '»'«""'» n»ii» i » W » » » W I » « « M « » » l « « « l « « » « M M W W » » « M r » » » » » » < M M » « l « « ^ ^ 'I» ' 

Average of Year ending at Easter 
Three Years to Lester 

1783. 1784, 1785 1803 

COUNTIES A-vrerage o£ Amount Amount of Amount 
Foor-Rate expended Poor-Rate expended 
Assessment on the Foor Assessment on tbe Poor 

EKOAHD 

Oxford 

Rutland 

Salop 
Somerset 
Southampton 
Stafford 
Suffolk 
Surrey 
Sussex 

Warwick 
Westmorland 
Wilts 
Worcester 

York, E.Riding 
York, M.Riding 
York, w.Biding 

VALES 

38, ,348 

3,855 

37,048 
71, 
66. 

,046 
,002 

45,404 
74, 
75, 

,285 
,139 

77,446 

65, 
5, 

66, 
38, 

15, 
19, 
70, 

67, 

,683 
,757 
,423 
,135 

,835 
,777 
,U33 

.1** 

36, 

*t 

33, 
66, 
58, 
40, 
69, 
66, 
72, 

59, 
5, 

62, 
J4, 

15, 
18, 
66, 

60, 

,109 

,537 

,937 
,267 
,956 
,964 
,407 
,156 
,878 

,557 
,617 
,893 
, 509 

.499 
,86o 
, >95 

,#» 

103, 

U , 

,559 

,674 

83,477 
151, ,238 
183,429 
110, 
149, 
179, 
206, 

155, 
17, 

148, 
87, 

S8, 
76, 

277, 

,„ ,J& 

,o24 
,647 
, 006 
,592 

,205 
,593 
,662 
,307 

,325 
,061 
,051 

• W 

91, 

8, 

69, 
126, 
129, 
$8, 

124, 
142, 

,304 

,675 

,884 
,863 
,121 
,801 
,*S8 
,411 

185,605 

122, 
14, 

132, 
74, 

44, 
31, 

197, 

X**, 

,932 
,296 
,319 
,779 

, J35 
,212 
,097 

>*o\ 

Totals of 
England & *alos i,1^7,750 2,004,239 S,348,205 4,267,96* 



^ ^ ^ ^ H i ...Li. L nei.. • i n m i — • in in in I»I MII nn 111 i IIMI m i iTMiiiiiiir m n 

Year ending a t Eeater Year ending e t Easter 

1813 1814 

C0USST1ES Amount of Amount Ataouat of Amourst 
Poor-Bate expended Foor-Rate expended 
Assessment or* tbe Foor / sseasuent OD the loor 

MtoGUm 

Bedford 
Berk* 
Buekintrhais 

Cambridge 
Ches t e r 
Cornwall 
Cumherland 

Derby 
Devon 
Dorse t 
Durham 

Essex 

G l o u c e s t e r 

l e r e f o r d 
H e r t f o r d 
Huntingdon 

Kent 

L a n c a s t e r 
L e i c e s t e r 
L inco ln 

Middlesex 
Wonnouth 

Norfolk 
Horthannptoc* 
Morthumbe r l a n d 
Nott ingham 

80,787 
188,418 
162,376 

106,661 
159,510 
133,889 

67,390 

126,892 
305,188 
130,046 
104,475 

367,237 

212,954 

103,567 
113,622 

48,534 

402,229 

460,420 
154,410 
227,681 

627,853 
37,939 

361,633 
173,317 

99,519 
127,562 

63,179 
Iw5, l03 
139 / -21 

89 ,561 
122,671 
107,791 

43,445 

100,477 
225,878 
112,578 

36,528 

325,219 

172,683 

86,719 
79,943 
3&,443 

335,200 

336,741 
116,944 
140,380 

525,438 
30.13S 

300,957 
144,178 

77,568 
95,227 

75,127 
15,;, 333 
131 ,9 ,0 

99,925 
1 5 J , 5 0 J 
121,939 

St>,241 

126,609 
284,831 
114,314 
108,964 

332,860 

219,330 

97,480 
109,924 

45,952 

425,417 

450,591 
159,159 
234,391 

686,291 
36,050 

1*00,254 
168,225 
102,362 
123,209 

59,074 
133,838 
123,575 

80 ,721 
118,9C7 

93,195 
47,387 

95,687 
211,976 

96,810 
89,872 

289,397 

167,321 

83 ,135 
96 ,201 
36,208 

346,299 

294,791 
119,855 
14C, 509 

567,059 
30 ,62 i 

237,123 
139,596 

79,456 
SB,402 
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cousrriEs 

ENGLAND 

Oxford 

Rutland 

Salop 
Somerset 
Southampton 
Stafford 
Suffolk 
Surrey 
Sussex 

Warwick 
Westmorland 
Wilts 
Worcester 

Yorfe,E. Ridlag 
York,H. aiding 
Yerfe,W. Riding 

WALES 

Totals of 
England & Wales 

Year ending at Eastar 

Amount of 
Poor-Bate 
Assessment 

170,614 

18,241 

137,895 
245,969 
260,335 
169,810 
279,923 
280,327 
350,610 

220,575 
28,946 
272,493 
124,956 

130,363 
113,834 
463,566 

m*m 

8,646,841 

1813 

Amount 
expended 
on the ioor 

147,627 

11,550 

110,735 
194,380 
231,607 
133,239 
234,015 
228,486 
324,110 

169,350 
23,378 
239,989 
105,382 

88,520 
74,531 
348,750 

m*m 

7,001,061 

Year ending at Essie* 

Amount of 
Poor*Kate 
Assessment 

r 

162,222 

20,349 

136,184 
240,133 
233,474 
165,714 
255,563 
287,110 
327,939 

210,397 
29,696 
229,046 
121,859 

138,071 
117,052 
444,756 

„ m%m 

8,388,974 

1814 

Amount 
expended 
on the Foor 

£ 

132,85a 

12,880 

111,297 
189,506 
204,040 
132,927 
205,852 
237,582 
291,997 

158,396 
23,154 
194,902 
101,872 

88,272 
75,643 
324,553 

5*49,381, 

6,627,248 
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Year 

COUNTIES Amount of 
Foor-late 
Assessment 

ENGLAND 

Bedford 
Berks 
Buckingham 

Cambridge 
Chester 
Cornwall 
Cumberland 

Derhy 
Devon 
Dorset 
Durham 

Essex 

Gloucester 

Hereford 
Hertford 
Huntingdon 

Kent 

Lancaster 
Leicester 
Lincoln 

Middlesex 
Monaouth 

Norfolk 
Sorth«apton 
Northumberland 
Nottingham 

68,432 
122,352 
129,948 

86,519 
142,409 
105,820 
61,756 

107,862 
260,267 
93,369 
105,226 

2B3.996 

202,609 

85,437 
95,9£t> 
41,302 

394,754 

389,24E 
139,436 
226,502 

675,167 
38,650 

246,243 
156,3o7 
91,813 
113,615 

ending on Year ending or> 
March 25 March 
15 1816 

Aaiouot Amount of Amount 
expended Poor-Ea to expended 
on the Poor Assessment on the Foor 

t 

52,165 
104,509 
107,375 

69,256 
108,138 
81,864 
44 445 

78,494 
194,211 
79,59© 
83,411 

240,698 

143,757 

70,300 
81,332 
32,636 

312,431 

240,093 
101,9S0 
139,791 

529,700 
28,927 

203,680 
127,728 
74,053 
77,994 

62,600 
119,674 
124,300 

85,562 
123,900 
97,200 
54,800 

103,229 
23,300 
SB, 700 
101,700 

291,700 

188,800 

80,300 
f J* % Zj jp Z!t 

39,700 

363,600 

356,800 
127,100 
197,600 

651,800 
36,300 

246,#00 
152,800 
90,889 
106,300 

53,677 
105,S15 
109,775 

73,87© 
9S,57gt 
65,211 
44,148 

76,981 
198,60B 
79,691 
83,650 

252,174 

141,800 

67,905 
61,659 
33,093 

309,2*3 

222,11> 
103,199 
144,943 

519,165 
27,944 

214,212 
133,117 
77,995 
77,992 
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COUNTIES 

EHGLAHD 

Oxford 

Rutland 

Salop 
Somerset 
Southampton 
Stafford 
Suffolk 
Surray 
Sussex 

Warwick 
Westmorland 
Wilts 
Worcester 

York, E. aiding 
York, 8. Hiding 
York, VI. Siding 

WALES 

Totals of 
England & wales 

Year ending on 
25 March 
1815 

Amount of 
Foor-Rate 
Assessfoent 

136,258 

18,679 

119,7S3 
203,S76 
193,307 
153,286 
209,026 
264,517 
274,462 

190,537 
27,392 
172,690 
105,o91 

124,787 
113,894 
395,935 

284.287 

7,457.676 

Amount 
expended 
on the Poor 

110,684 

11,377 

95,112 
159,lit 
1)9,237 
121,976 
IJ3,&74 

212,578 
239,649 

137,546 
21,188 
143,267 
87,919 

80,068 
69,419 

277,229 

3,743,442 

Year ending on 
25 March 
1816 

Amount of 
Foor-Rate 
Asses sejant 

• 

136,600 

15,632 

107,500 
185,600 
192,900 
145,000 
204,300 
250,900 
259,100 

162,372 
25,900 
lf>4,582 
100,200 

96,600 
82,176 
170,000 

5,937,000 

Amount 
expended 
on the Poor 

£ 

117,802 

11,506 

92,524 
159,545 
171,273 
lib,758 
170, ,97 
216,709 
23'''?, 059 

124,483 
21,560 

143,355 
85,092 

®l,035 
70,532 

259,178 

230.050 

5,724,839 
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Year 

COUNTIES Amount of 
Poor-Rate 
Assessment 

EHGLAWO 

Bedford 
Berks 
Buckingham 

Cambridge 
Chaster 
Cornwall 
Cumberland 

Derhy 
Devon 
Dorset 
Durham 

Essex 

Gloucester 

Hereford 
Hertford 
Huntingdon 

Kent 

Lancaster 
Le ices te r 
Lincoln 

Middlesex 
Monmouth 

Norfolk 
Horthasrpton 
Northumberland 
Nottingham 

74,300 
156,382 
14d,200 

108,600 
145,500 
117,900 

59,200 

122,800 
247,100 
104,600 
106,400 

350,600 

210,900 

91,200 
101,460 
44,200 

408,100 

454,600 
169,100 
208,400 

666,100 
38,000 

329,300 
167,700 
98,577 

137,800 

ending on Year ending on 
> March 23 March 
1817 1818 

Amount Amount oi Amount 
expended Foor-Rate expended 
on the Foor Assessment on the Foor 

63,522 
141,870 
129,869 

94,686 
119,585 
103,150 
48,384 

97,742 
215,173 
96,009 
90,>70 

312,636 

162,494 

79,031 
90,583 
37,242 

345,177 

336,485 
143,573 
157,761 

540,235 
31,036 

291,213 
147,132 

S3,777 
108.362 

85,300 
173,917 
1^7,800 

118,400 
158,500 
14a,100 

68,BOO 

135,600 
286,000 
129,500 
115,700 

325,700 

234,400 

92,500 
112,918 
48,200 

471,600 

563,400 
161,200 
226,500 

771,400 
42,800 

368,400 
IS7,600 
109,312 
132,400 

74,163 
157,959 
147,912 

102,172 
127,460 
127,254 

57,029 

103,540 
247,911 
119,045 
101,791 

328,415 

189,120 

94,579 
101,196 
40,47J 

398,886 

372,964 
154,104 
169,672 

634,703 
35,5&i 

327,6^5 
162,358 

94.43S 
101,523 



X'ii 

Year ending on Year ending on 
25 March 25 March 
1817 1818 

COUNT 1Kb .aaounc of Amount Amount of Amount 
Poor - la te expended loo r - aa t e expended 
Assessment on the fcoor Asaess<nent on the toor 

EHGLAliD 

Oxford 

Rut land 

Salop 
Somerset 
Southampton 
S t a f f o r d 
Suffolk 
Sur rey 
Sussex 

Warwick 
Westmorland 
W i l t s 
Worces ter 

York, E. 
York, 8 . 
York, W. 

VALES 

Riding 
Rid l a g 
Hid log 

158,100 

16,798 

136,300 
207,500 
246,900 
179,700 
294, jkGu 
279,000 
304,600 

204,903 
iv,30C 

223,469 
126,900 

104,435 
91,298 

361,300 

294.000 

138,906 

12,754 

120,988 
130,988 
221,446 
148,521 
257,719 
247,717 
281,069 

lt>9,83l 
26,4o2 

202,508 
110,523 

39,787 
79,479 

300,867 

2#.W. 

172,300 

1«3.982 

156,200 
234,800 
314,400 
209,200 
J 2 9 , 6 0 G 
310,800 
360,400 

139,597 
34,300 

237,220 
141,300 

128,200 
103,293 
415,100 

., i W t W O 

156,410 

13,077 

135,760 
200,324 
281,537 
170,778 
291,262 
271,068 
331,070 

194,451 
2'i, > tit 

234,135 
123, : , 39 

111,839 
91,876 

337,393 

318.714 

Totals of 
England & /ale® 6,128,000 6,910,913 9,320,000 7,870,801 
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Year ending on Year ending on 
25 March 25 March 
1819 1821 

COUNTIES Amount o£ Amount Amount of Auaoont 
Poor-Rate expended Foor-Rate expended 
Assessment on the ioor Assessment on the Foor 

ENGLAND 

Bedford 
Berks 
Bucklnghata 

Cambridge 
Ches t e r 
Cornwall 
Cuaherland 

Derby 
Devon 
Dorse t 
Durham 

Essex 

G l o u c e s t e r 

Hereford 
E e r t f o r d 
Huntingdon 

Kent 

L a n c a s t e r 
L e i c e s t e r 
L inco ln 

Middlesex 
Monmouth 

Norfolk 
Horthesspton 
Hor c h o i c e r l and 
Nott ingbai? 

86,700 
159,783 
167,100 

112,300 
147,700 
139,10© 

70,400 

129,400 
299,600 
121,100 
116,900 

359,700 

235,600 

105,000 
112,900 

48,800 

463,900 

472,100 
174,600 
230,500 

783,600 
41,300 

315,300 
191,200 
106,975 
126,000 

77,094 
143,243 
144,548 

95,418 
117.359 
122.219 

58,169 

103,579 
260,192 
108,750 
101,066 

318,774 

189,902 

88,803 
101,116 

41,693 

396,515 

322,059 
146,370 
172,427 

634,747 
34,848 

278,715 
165,481 

12,740 
94,848 

83,693 
136,593 
155,268 

108,706 
143,226 
132,520 

68,740 

122,920 
272,939 
110,630 
120,?»05 

331,775 

195,139 

83,078 
111,313 
47 ,103 

447,131 

443,591 
168,990 
229,768 

754,800 
35,854 

309,963 
180,J*2 

94,673 
117,729 

69,236 
112,659 
129,107 

89,924 
113,239 
111,779 

56,637 

97,374 
234, i< 97 

95,857 
97,618 

288,921 

164,913 

98 ,001 
39,192 

392,059 

238,688 
143,535 
172,879 

613,494 
2t) ,26l 

2^7,869 
156.021 

84 ,185 
87,373 
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COUNTIES 

ENGLAND 

Oxford 

Rutland 

Salop 
Somerset 
Southampton 
Stafford 
Suffolk 
Surrey 
Sussex 

Warwick 
Westmorland 
wilts 
Worcester 

York, 1. Riding 
York, H. Riding 
York, W. Riding 

WALES 

Totals of 
England & Wales 

Year ending on 
23 March 

1819 

Ataouot of 
Foor-Rate 
Assessment 

171,100 

17,769 

137,500 
266,900 
284,800 
194,500 
288,000 
327,300 
344,900 

220,251 
34,500 

222,916 
130,300 

131,100 
104,417 
389,000 

m%m 

8,932,000 

Amount 
expended 

on the Foor 

150,801 

13,884 

117,544 
196,718 
252,480 
155,310 
148,461 
287,524 
315,163 

175,080 
29,580 

200,600 
111,343 

114,314 
93,222 

311,214 

w*m 

7,516,704 

Year ending on 
23 harch 

1821 

Amount of 
*'oor*8ata 
As see etaem t 

? 

156,659 

15,521 

122,191 
221,781 
215,293 
197,035 
283,758 
315,451 
311,071 

209,790 
32,191 

201,443 
115,263 

117,152 
107,228 
416,026 

m*m 

£,411,893 

AJSOUBC 

expended 
on Che toor 

£ 

131,845 

11,296 

101,656 
176,773 
210,523 
151,178 
244,808 
277,602 
276,469 

164,800 
28,229 

172,409 
98,172 

100,870 
89,423 

330,511 

283.507 

6,938,445 
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Year ending on Year ending on 
23 March 25 March 
1824 1823 

COUNT U S Auaount of Amount Amount of Amount 
Poor-Kate expended Foor-Rate expended 
Assessment on the Foor Assessment. on the Poor 

LNGLAND 

Bedford 
Berks 
Buckingham 

Cambridge 
Chaster 
Cornwall 
Cumberland 

Derhy 
Devon 
Dorset 
Durham 

Essex 

Gloucester 

Hereford 
Hertford 
Huntingdon 

Kent 

Lancaster 
Leicester 
Lincoln 

Middlesex 
Monatoutho. 

Sorfolk 
Northampton 
Nortfeuffiberlaud 
Nottingham 

74,787 
109,137 
124,066 

99,776 
116,487 
111,087 
54,200 

91,570 
232,935 
92,598 
93,533 

286,868 

167,485 

62,496 
93,488 
43,825 

377,699 

327,724 
103,368 
206,411 

572,955 
28,243 

305,254 
141,327 
80,495 
82,542 

64,937 
91,110 
104,921 

83,B88 
86,821 
95,152 
43,610 

70,145 
200,733 
78,677 
76,702 

247,290 

130,061 

54,403 
82,313 
37,655 

345,778 

203,399 
83,481 
156,553 

523,387 
23,237 

262,393 
121,586 
S9,467 
58,694 

88,854 
112,124 
143,851 

109,215 
139,412 
121,178 
60,472 

101,960 
24E.018 
94,981 
98,993 

290,07® 

198,908 

69,285 
106,080 
46,135 

376,372 

496,777 
132,694 
225,718 

759,936 
30,430 

319, TO 
162,571 
82,469 
94,887 

77,976 
96,258 
124,199 

91,308 
100,602 
101,538 
45,971 

7^,035 
ZC7,781 
80,192 
78,9a5 

247,337 

149,856 

57,501 
89,909 
38,841 

333,030 

289,335 
110,502 
169,890 

$53,484 
23,338 

281,122 
140,585 
70,639 
71,535 
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Year ending on Year ending on 
25 March 25 March 
1824 1828 

COUNTIES Aiaount of Anount Amount of Aaounc 
Poor-Eate expended Toor-Rate expended 
Aaaessiaent on the Foor Assessment on the Foor 

ENGLAND r 

Oxford 
Rutland 

Salop 
Somerset 
Southampton 
Stafford 
Suffolk 
Surrey 
Sussex 

Warwick 
Westmorland 
Wilts 
Worcester 

York, E. aiding 
York, tf. Riding 
York, «• Hiding 

WALES 

122,579 
12,196 

88,868 
171,447 
210,4*3 
139,523 
279,808 
263,481 
266,748 

142,744 
26,080 
174,114 
83,352 

107,613 
87,757 
289,595 

284*904 

106,390 
8,824 

77,569 
145,557 
184,062 
109,944 
246,830 
216,194 
241,073 

127,450 
23,141 
150,892 
63,146 

89,486 
73,651 
226,866 

239f748 

140,108 
12,545 

97,891 
190,701 
212,719 
168,075 
247,179 
283,091 
261,744 

168,132 
32,943 
183,429 
92,577 

118,002 
100,450 
368,548 

,323.526 

122,074 
9,292 

80,19J 
159,811 
18^,456 
128,467 
2let05o 
236,063 
228,938 

146,354 
27,365 
153,110 
74,029 

95,420 
77,602 

270,890 

266̂ ,80® 

Totals of 
England & *alcs 6,836,505 5,736,900 7,715,055 6,298,003 
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Year ending on Year ending on 
25 March 25 March 
1832 1833 

COUNTIES Aiaount of Anount Amount of Anount 
Poor-Rat* expended Poor-Rate expended 
Aoeeasaant on the Poor Assessment on the i'oor 

ENGLAND 

Bedford 
Berks 
Buckingham 

Cambridge 
Chaster 
Cornwall 
Cumberland 

Derby 
Devon 
Dorset 
Durhoa 

Essex 

Gloucester 

Hereford 
Eertford 
Huntingdon 

Kent 

Lancaster 
Leicester 
Lincoln 

Middlesex 
MonstOwith 

Norfolk 
Korthatapton 
Iter thutaaber land 
Nottingham 

92,741 
144,297 
173,393 

120,376 
151,640 
120,898 
58,708 

110,811 
256,386 
110,982 
102,951 

323,327 

206,379 

72,588 
113,745 
30,142 

425,578 

411,293 
135,341 
232,081 

938,346 
37,889 

362,132 
176,614 
94,745 
100,622 

77,237 
121,217 
144,588 

103,922 
105,139 
101,629 
47,846 

81,403 
225,299 
92,680 
86,087 

277,663 

172,562 

63,468 
96,044 
41,151 

364,361 

301,373 
IIS,241 
177,671 

688, m 
28,079 

318,413 
154,120 
78,087 
74,377 

91,761 
136,400 
159,787 

119,817 
141,493 
121,435 

108,074 
260,320 
108,496 
104,708 

311,962 

207,742 

70,288 
111,933 
46,734 

433,275 

430,430 
139,303 
225,006 

9^8,725 
37,824 

358,005» 
I>9,614 
99,747 
113,330 

81,657 
114,718 
136,452 

103,977 
105,052 
104,771 
49,098 

80,396 
234,921 
92,905 
85,563 

273,819 

184,774 

62,009 
94,27J 
40,^>« 

385,598 

292,196 
119,793 
175,823 

6'/>,928 
30,826 

325,495 
151,784 
7?, '.49 
78,467 
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COUNTIES 

ENGLAND 

Oxford 

Rutland 

Salop 
Somerset 
bouthataptoii 
Stafford 
Suffolk 
Surrey 
Sussex 

Warwick 
. .estaorland 
Wilts 
Worcester 

York, E. Elding 
York, 8 . Siding 
York, w. Riding 

WALES 

Tota l s of 
England & walae 

Source: let .»ras 

Year ending on 
25 March 

1832 

Amount of 
loor» la te 
A.sses sweat 

;•• 

158,318 

12,922 

108,952 
224, <W 3 
2u5,lOO 
176,827 
311,024 
384,484 
327,862 

209,565 
30,238 

232,840 
110,514 

127,175 
105,747 
36 j , 258 

^ 7 ^ 0 5 

8,622,920 

Relat ive co Loc?l 

Amount 
expawdad 

on the Poor 

i* 

136,685 

'-9,064 

89,162 
191,687 
230,686 
133,071 
279,490 
283,284 
284,687 

168,413 
26,154 

199,088 
$7,053 

105 ,6J9 
85,526 

282,624 

m**v 

7,036,9&8 

"Aizzy^* ' • ;"* 

Year ending on 
25 March 

1833 

Amount of 
roor-Kata 
/asesaraeat 

h 

158,650 

12,191 

106,285 
223,493 
248,176 
175,391 
300,017 
378,152 
319,753 

202,750 
29,270 

221,414 
110,821 

130,956 
102,907 
371,866 

W i T O 

8,606,501 

• 

Asaount 
expended 

on the roar 

2 -

134,885 

9,188 

89,880 
191,069 
216,542 
133,270 
2S6.157 
287,042 
272,148 

181,895 
25,346 

193,716 
93,583 

103,256 
82,§89 

295,319 

317f472 

7,045,211 



APPEW01X I I 

PRICE GF -MZiKl PER .jUMlTCT 

j&f'TL r.u&: ruK mic 

174 a 
1749 
1750 
177': 
1783 
1784 
1785 
1803 
1813 
1814 

SCWRCL: 

:5/i 
29/4 
15/4 
37/: 
30/-
43/1 
43/16 
5.V3 

10-/1 
91/11 

IfWtt **-!.« 

mi 
181 i 
1817 
181* 
1619 
1821 
1828 
iiJ2 
1833 

74/3 
63/8 
81/4 
88/3 
Sl/3 
63/8 
55/5 
63/4 
57/3 

4-'J>. 
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APPENDIX III 

POPULATION IN THOUSANDS OF ENGLAND AND WALES. SCu'tLK 

AND IRELAND 1801-1830 

1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 

England & wales 

9,0*1 
9,130 
9,235 
9,367 
9,513 
9,55J 
9,794 
9,924 
10,056 
10,186 
10,322 
10,480 
10,550 
10,820 
11,004 
11,196 
11,378 
11,555 
11,723 
11,903 
12,106 
12,320 
12,529 
12,721 
12,903 
13,074 
13,247 
13,43L 
13,625 
13,805 

bcotland 

1,625 
1,644 
l,o63 
1,582 
1,702 
1,722 
1,742 
1,762 
1,783 
1,803 
1,824 
1,851 
1,878 
1,905 
1,933 
1,959 
1,986 
2,014 
2,042 
2,071 
2,100 
2,126 
2,152 
2,179 
2,205 
2,233 
2,259 
2,288 
2,316 
2,345 

Ireland 

5,216 
5,286 
5,357 
5,428 
5,501 
5,574 
5,649 
5,724 
5,800 
5,878 
5,956 
6,036 
6,117 
6,198 
6,281 
6,365 
6,450 
6,535 
6,624 
6,712 
6,802 
6,803 
6,985 
7,078 
7,173 
7,269 
7,366 
7,464 
7,564 
7,665 

Source: Mitchell, Abstract, of British vt.gtlf tici , i. w. 
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POPULATION OF TEE y.iffiTIES FOR THE YEAEb 

COOSTIES I S u l I n c r e a s e 1811 Incrcaoa 
I e r Cent I ©r Cent 

>i ,393 
109,213 

8 9 , J M J 
191,751 
188,263 
117 ,23 i 

151,142 
343,001 
115,31? 
1>J, -».J1 

22>, 437 

250,S03 

8 9 , 1 M 
97,is77 
37,56* 

)w7,624 

•1.72,731 
1*0,061 
208,537 

^16,129 
45,582 

T / i , j 7 1 
131,757 

11 
6 
9 

l i 
Id 
15 
14 

15 
U 

8 
11 

11 

12 

it 
14 
12 

21 

&>ZJ 

14 

17 
3<-

7 
7 

70,213 
116,277 
117,^50 

101,lot 
227,i>3l 
2lt»,667 
133,744 

185,437 
3^3,308 
124,693 
177 ,0 /5 

32,673 

285,514 

94,073 
111,654 

42,208 

373,"95 

t '*6.MJ9 

I J O , 4 1 9 
2.»7,i n 

>?,1?7 

.191, 5^9 
1**1, j-53 

19 
14 
14 

lo) 

li 
11 

15 
15 
16 
17 

15 

1;« 

10 
le-
15 

1^ 

' 7 
I ; 
1* 

Lf 
Ly 

BMGLAi© 

Bedford 
Barks 
Buckingham 

Cambridge 
Cbea t e r 
Cornwall 
Cursberland 

Barby 
r>evoa' 
Dorse t 
lurhaos 

iissex 

Gloucester 

Hereio«) 
Eertior^ 
Huntingdon 

Kent 

Lancaster 
Leicester 
Lincoln 

!>dilole»eJt 
knmouth 

Nori"l.t 
tfortbe&ptoa 



COUNT I£i» 

ENGLAND 

Northumberlan 
Sottinghata 

Oxford 

Rutland 

Salop 
Somerset 
Southampton 
Stafford 
Suffolk 
Surrey 
Sussex 

Warwick 
Westmorland 
Wilts 
Worcester 

York (East Riding) 
City of York & Alnst? 

York (North Riding) 
York (West Riding) 

1801 Increase 
Per Cent 

157, 
140, 

109, 

16, 

167, 
273, 
219, 

,101 
,350 

,620 

,356 

,639 
,750 
,̂ 56 

239,153 
210,431 
269, 
159, 

208, 
41, 

185, 
139, 

110, 
24, 

158, 
5&S, 

,043 
,311 

,190 
,617 
,107 
,333 

,992 
,393 
> <£*&** 

.282 

8,331,434 

9 
16 

9 

4M 

16 
12 
12 
21 
11 
20 
19 

10 
10 
5 

15 

16 
12 
7 

16 

14% 

in Jl— » » u . I .I i . . j r » . i l . i . , » . l . i . m . U i l . l l UH1IH.IH n» 

1811 Increase 
fercenfc 

172, 
162, 

119, 

16, 

194, 
303, 
245, 
295, 
234, 

,161 
,900 

,191 

,380 

,298 
,180 
,080 
,153 
,211 

323,851 
190, 

228, 
45, 

19 J, 
laO, 

,083 

,735 
,922 
,828 
,546 

134,437 
27, 

169, 
,304 
,391 

655.042 

9,538, ,827 

15 
15 

15 

13 

6 
17 
IS* 
17 
15 
23 
22 

20 
12 
15 
15 

14 
12 
11 

JJL 
17% 
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COUKTIES 1821 Increase 1831 
I'ar Cent 

POLAND 

Bedford 
Berks 
Buck in ghats 

Cambridge 
Cheater 
Cornwall 
Cumberland 

Derby 
Devon 
Dorsat 
Durham 

Essex 

Gloucester 

Hereford 
Hertford 
Huntingdon 

j&ant 

Lancaster 
Leicester 
Lincoln 

Hiddlesex 
Horaaouth 

Morfolk 
Northampton 

83,716 
131,977 
134,068 

121,909 
270,098 
257,447 
136,124 

213,333 
439,040 
144,499 
207,673 

289,424 

335,843 

103,243 
129.714 
48,771 

426,016 

1,052,859 
174,371 
283,058 

1,144,531 
71,833 

344,368 
162,483 

14 
10 
9 

18 
24 
17 
10 

11 
13 
10 
22 

10 

IS 

7 
10 
9 

12 

27 
13 
12 

19 
36 

13 
10 

95,383 
145,289 
146,529 

143,955 
334,410 
302,440 
169,681 

237,170 
494,168 
159,252 
253,827 

317,233 

386,904 

110,976 
143,341 
53,149 

479,155 

1,336,854 
197,003 
317,244 

1,358,541 
98,130 

390,054 
179,276 
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COUNTIES 

ENGLAND 

1821 Increase 
Par Cent 

1831 

Northumberland 
Nottingham 

Oxford 

Rutland 

Salop 
Somerset 
Southampton 
Stafford 
Suffolk 
Surray 
Sussex 

WarwleV 
Westmorland 
wilts 
Worcester 

York (East Riding) 
City of York & Aiosty 

York (North Riding) 
York (West Riding) 

198, 
186 

136, 

18, 

206 
355, 
283, 
345, 
270, 
398, 
233, 

274, 
51, 
222, 
184, 

134, 
30, 
187, 

mt 

,965 
,873 

,971 

,487 

,153 
i •*Jfc*t' 

,298 
,895 
,542 
,658 
,01? 

,392 
,359 
,157 
,424 

,010 
,451 
,452 

i?7A 

12 

20 

11 

5 

222.912 

151,726 

19,385 

8 
U 
11 
19 
9 

11 
17 

23 
7 
8 
15 

li* 
17 
2 

21 

222,503 
403,908 
314,313 
410,4^5 
296,304 
486,32a 
272,328 

336,988 
35,041 
239,181 
211,356 

168,646 
35,302 
190,873 

M* 
11,261,437 13,089,338 
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CQOHTIES 

vvALES 

Anglesey 

Brecon 

Cardigan 
Carmarthen 
Carnarvon 

Denbigh 

flint 

Glamorgan 

Marloneth 
Montgomery 

Pembroke 

Radnor 

1801 

33,806 

31,633 

42,956 
67,317 
41,521 

60,352 

39,622 

71,525 

27,506 
47,973 

56,280 

WiOJO 

541,546 

Increase 
Far Cent 

10 

19 

17 
15 
19 

6 

17 

18 

4 
8 

7 

JL. 

13 

1811 

37,045 

37,735 

50,260 
77,217 
49,336 

64,240 

46,518 

85.067 

30,924 
51,931 

60,615 

££.„» 

611,788 

Increase 
Far Cent 

21 

16 

15 
17 
17 

19 

15 

19 

11 
15 

22 

Jw 

17 
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COOTIES 1821 Increase 1831 
Per Cent 

HALES 

Anglesey 

Brecon 

Cardigan 
Carmarthen 
Carnarvon 

Denbigh 

Flint 

Slasorgan 

Merioneth 
Montgomery 

Pembroke 

Radnor 

45,0^3 

43,603 

57,784 
90,239 
57,958 

76,511 

53,7^4 

101,737 

34,382 
59,899 

74,009 

* * • * # 

717,438 

7 

10 

10 
12 
15 

8 

11 

24 

3 
9 

9 

.J. 

48,325 

47,763 

64,780 
100,553 
•j 5,753 

€3,167 

50,012 

126,612 

35.609 
65,485 

31,424 

Mka&Plk 

805,236 

Soorce: Accounts Respecting the Poor Rates. P. 41. 
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APFE»1?C ¥ 

gHIGHATXQSI FBOH THE fliiflTEP KlBgnQM 1815 to 18.30 

Years North /utterlean United Sta tes Austral ian All Other Tota l 
Colonies Colonies and Places 

Hew Zealand 

1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 

680 
3,370 
9,797 

15,136 
23,534 
17,921 
12,955 
16,013 
11,355 
8,774 
8,741 

12,818 
12, ^ 
12,03** 
13,307 
30,374 

1,209 
9,022 

10,280 
12,429 
10,674 
6,745 
4.958 
4,137 
5,032 
3,132 
5,551 
7,063 

I4,32u 
12,817 
13,67G 
24,887 

• e e 

* • a 

• • e 

e e • 

• » e 

• a * 

* • • 

# » # 

# e e 

• a a 

485 
90 3 
715 

i,U ».i 

2,016 
1,242 

192 
11« 
557 
222 
579 

JL | \J jjf 

364 
279 
1*3 
99 

114 
ir» 
114 
135 
197 
204 

2,081 
12,310 
20,534 
27,787 
34,787 
25,729 
la,297 
20,429 
10,550 
14,025 
14,S91 
2C.900 
28,003 
26,092 
ii.lfg 
36,f07 

Sourcex S l c h o l l s , f^or Lan HjLatory* ? . 439. 
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4 Vols. Edinburgh: Adam and Charles Black, 1838. 
A collection of Brougham*s major speeches arranged 
topically. Two of his speeches on the I'oor Laws —» 
those of 1834 an<* 18 J ft are included in Volume III. 

— . -forks. Ediaburgh: .,. and C. Black, 1S7Z - 7i. 
11 Voluntas. 
The following volumes are useful for this period, 
Vols. Ill to V Historical sketches of the statesmen 
who flourished in tbe tima of George III. 
Vol. VIII Historical and Political 'issertattoos. 
Vol. IX to X Speeches on Social and *olitical subjects. 

Bums, Robert. Historical Dissertations on tbe Law and 
Practice of groat Britain and farticwlarly of bcotlanrf 
with regard to the foor. 2nd. ©'. Glasgow: leter 
Hill, 1819. 
This discussion of the Poor Lews, Medics ted to Stur«rep 
Bourne, though «*inly concerned vitb Scotland, aoaa 
make sense Interesting suggestions for the lirtprovcaaent 
of the English Poor Laws. 

Butcher, ~. E., ed. Bristol Corporation of ffiq lynci 
selected accords. (16% - 1&J4), Bristol! Bristol 
Sgcorc Society, 1932. 
This volut»e covers rhe period i'rora the esteVll ,L;iauL 
of tfee Bristol Board of Guardians to the passage of 
the lii4 Act. The book gives selections froa all 
kinds of Bristol Foor Law docu^e^ts. 

Cooper, illiaia. The Records oi ieaudeqert. Henley-in-
Ardan. Leeds: John Whitehead, 1931. 
The records of this Warwickshire village incla-Je ex­
tracts from the Vestry Book for the years 1807 - 1861. 

Copieston, Ldward. A Second Letter to tbe Right Hon. 
Robert: ifeol M.P. London: John Hurray, 1819. 
In this examination of the i'oor Laws the author con­
cludes, that the causes of ihc increase In the poor 
rates are largely fortuitous and in any case eoswen-
surate with the growth of population an<i the rise xn 
the price of corn. Therefore no radical change in che 
poor rates is necessary. 
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Courtenay, Thomas, Peregr ine . L.3Xfiff.ftlS t ¥>RD..Jfl8ft gflfflr. 
Laws. London: John Murray, 1818. 
Courtenay r e j e c t s the ylews ol T. i . tfelthue tha t the 
Foor Laws e r e responsible for the growth ol population 
and pauperis™ iu the country. 

Curwen, J . 0 . h&&l...0il . v ^ ^ H y y * ! ^ . i f f t f »P^.,,9B..I5tei 
Best m*m* of Leprovina the Condition of the Labour toe 
C las sas . 2nd. ed. London: J . Johnson, 1£( «. 
This work i s very useful in reveal ing j*uch of Curwen'® 
own soc i a l and economic views. I t contains *v>ong 
a r t i c l e s on tbe rea r in r of cows avd horses n« ou t l ine 
of ch© Friendly Socie t ies to which he r e f e r r e in h i s 
speeches in 1816 e n ' 1817. 

Daylson, John. Considerations on the ropr Lows. Oxford: 
Univers i ty Frees , 1817. 
This pamphlet by a Fellow of Or ie l C o l l e t , Cambridge, 
Is dedicated to *il i iaui ^turejes Bourne, '^vlson 
attwCt,s the ioor Laws, be l iev ing chat every -lan shoulc 
provide for bl&self. He doef, however, be l ieve tba t 
cha r i ty should aif t^.c old aid the d isab led . 

Extracts frog- tbe. Inf o n e t ion received by His Mniescy'g 
Cowselseionera as to the Administration and C>ocratioo 
of the Foor*Laws. London: H.r t , - .^ . IT37. 
il i s volotae, f i r s t r-^blisbed in LiJ3, c o n t a i n ex t r ac t s 
£ro^ tbe Reports of che iroor \ JW Gooaiesioneei*. The 
work has been c r i t i c i s e d , probablv qui te j u s t l y , as 
beii '? a de l i be ra t e a '-teapt cs do^a t a : ~t>o ca:>c a ;ainst 
the old Poor Law. 

F l inn , Michael, . ed. aqq^foas ta Lconqo^c, ffld *M*rt\ 
f l l s tory . London: H&cMillan* iyS4. 
A useful docuatontarv cul leecion /.hl^h cowers ui& 
period 1500 - I9n0. 

^ n t l e a s n ' s flaggytag. Vols . 109 - 124. Londo»: Nichols 
Con and Bentley, 1815 - 30. 
.•* very useful contemporary source of information os« 
events t?urin% the per iod . The magazine d isp lays 
great concern and i n t e r e s t in the l i v e s of the landed 
gentry and a r i s t o c r a c y . I t s concern for die poor i s 
only shown as i t relate® to the i n t e r e s t s oi the 
upper order® . 
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G i l b e r t , Thomas. Cona^frfttton.i, on, frhe B i l l s |oj„.tho. 
Bet te r Rel^f,, jn,^ rmV>rq»nfr & i ~ £ ^ L X ^ > Lo*»<W* 
C. T. and T. n l l k i e , 1787. 
Thomas Gi lber t was the sponsor of tbe ac t which i s 
oonmoniy given h i s nana (22 <?, I l l C. *$3). 1" t h i s 
pau$>hlet he ou t l i ne s the reasons lot" h*s p r ^ o ^ l s . 

Courlay, Robert, F lening. Ceaaral Introduct ion co uhe 
S t a t i s t i c a l Account of ffooer Canada. Lend mi: ^tonkin 
and Harsha l l , 1822. 

This work contains radi inforaat ion on che s t a t e of 
the ?oor Laws. Ti*e burden o " which, ' 'outlay b e l i e v e s , 
could be aucb a l l e v i a t e d by e^ i^ra t ion co Cpper Canada. 

Hansard, T. C. Pcrlianwntary Debates. Vols . 29 to 4 1 . 
London: Hansard, IB 14 - 18?w. 
Tbese volumes a re c l e a r l y , the 1~>&nt sources o.» in ro r -
•nation on the opinions of Members of larl iasaent on 
the i'oor Laws. The * notorial *n chese volumes i s not 
a d i r e c t t r a n s c r i p t M tbe debates in tnc two Louses 
of Parliament ba t 1© a coronas ice ssade up fro. che 
r epor t s In the newspapers oi the day. 

. I a r l i a a o n t a r y f epa.tes. New - e r i e s , Vol^. 
I - 2 J . London: Haauard, I t lu - 18JC. 

-—->-«—>. l a r l l a n a n t a r y Qebstes. Thiro Se r i e s , Vol, I . 
London; Hansard, 1830. 

Hints on Emigration. Londoni J . ltactharc', IB28. 
Tbe anonymous author of t h i s a r t i c l e be l ieves t ha t the 
eountry i s oyerpopulsted and tha t e~~ioration i s the 
necessary f i r s t s tep to the repeal of the obnoxious' 
Poor Laws. 

Holroyd, John Baker. Observations on the Impolicy, abuses 
and False In to ra re t a t ions of the Foor Laws. London: 
J . Hatchard, 1818. 
John Baker Holroyd was an M.I , for B r i s t o l ant. f i r s t 
Earl o* Sheff ie ld . Holroyd was an «^"ocste <~f r, r i d e r 
tax base for the support of the poor, a diminution uf 
the burden of the poor r a t e an<* the ^ p o B i t i o o of 
s t r i n g e n t t e s t s hefosc the ^ ran t i r r o" re l i©*. 
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Horn, 0. B. and Mary Bansomo m&a. Enal̂ afa Historical 
Documents 1714 - 17*3. Vol. X. London: Eyre and 
Spottlswoode, 1957. 
This tenth volurae in the English, Historical 'Jocu-nanta 
series has useful documentary extracts and biMiagra­
phias for tbe 1714 - 17S3 period, 

Horner, Leonard, ed. Hanoigi aod Correspondence of Francis 
Horner M.F. 2 Vols. London; Jubn Murray, 185J. 
These two voluaes of Horner's correspondence and ex­
tracts fraa his speeches contain sooae indication of 
Horner's position on the Poor Lews. 

Journals oi the House of CoTMaona. Vols. Y-) - V*. 1813 -
1830. 

Journals of the House of Lords. Vols. 30 - oi. 1814 • 1830. 
The Journals of the Coimaoos and Lord® provide a brief 
suinaary of the day-by-day events In the two Houses. 
In addition they also provide informtion which is 
occasionally omitted from Eaosa-u. 

Malthus, T, K, ".A Letter to Samuel hithread, &sq. M.T., 
on Kis Proposed Bill for tbe /«a£lV\.«&nt of the Iroor 
Laws' . in l>. V. Glass, Introduction to Mgltbus. 
London: ^tt®, 1953. P. 18J - If5. 
In this short pamphlet, Halthus agrees with -hi thread 
that the general education of th© poor should be im­
proved but disagrees with the proposals to build 
better cottages for the poor and to aaake every kind 
of property rateable. 

—».«..—. "A Susamary View of tbe Irinciple of lopulatlon'1 

in 0. V. Glass, Introduction to Malttms. London: 
Uatts, 1953, V. 117 - 181. 
This pamphlet, published in 1130, Is an extract from 
Malthus' article published in the supplement to tbe 
ancvclopaedlq Britannlca. The purpose of the paapfclot 
Is to saake available In guwaary form the arrwerft of 
the Principle of lopulation. 

• — • • — . First Essay on losulfltion.. 1798. Motes by 
Jasies Sonar. London: MacMillrn. l'"**. 
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• • — — > - . An Essay on the Principle of Population. 3d. 
ad. 2 Vols. London: J. Johnson, 180S. 

«... An Essay on the Principle of Ppnuiatian. 5tb. 
ed, 3 Vols. Londont J. B&trray, 1817-

:. An Egggy on the Principle of Population. 7th. 
ed. 2 Vols. Introduction by W. T. Layton. London: 
Kvorytsan, 1952. 
Malthus* views on population changed significantly be* 
tween his first and second editions. His later 
editions included Malthus' opinions on current pro­
posals for Poor Law reform. 

— ™ — . "An Investigation of the Cause of the Present 
High Price of Provisions'. Introduction by Harry G. 
Johnson. Canadian Journal of Economics and Political 
Science. Vol. 15. Ho. 2, 1949, P. 190 - 202. 
In this short pamphlet, Malthus examines the causes 
of tbe rapid rise in the price of food -- especially 
wheat, ia shows the influence of the Poor Laws on 
forcing up the prion hut concludes that the Poor Laws 
were probably necessary to prevent widespread starva­
tion. 

KcVickar, John. Outlines of political Economy. Mam fork: 
Augustus H. Keiley, 1966* 
This volume which is a reprint of the 1825 publica­
tion contains the whole of J. K. HeCulloch's article 
on 'Political Economy" which was published in the 
Encyclopaedia Britonnlcs. 

Helling, Elizabeth. The Poor. Maidstone: Kant County 
Council, 1964. 
A collection of examples of local Poor Law documents 
from the Kant Archives office, Crow the sixteenth to 
the nineteenth century. The Introduction gives a brief 
survey o£ Poor Law practice during the four centuries 
in Kent. 
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The Opinions of Lord Brouthar. London: Henry Colburn, 

A collection of sows of Brougham's speaohas and wrltln 
on politics, law, timolol y etc. There arc a '"aw re-
ferences to tbe rnullah Poor Lew In the 1815 - 30 
period. 

Owen, Robert. The Life oi Robert urna. Introduction by 
M. Beer. London: 5. Bell and t'ons, 1920. 
An interesting autobiography oi the guthor wfalti 
gives a useful insight into Chen's ideas, character 
an' tines. The work needs however to be read in con­
junction with another biography of Owen since he 
Crequently on'ifcs events which are esseatlai — such 
as political happenings. 

— — * — . A Hew View of Society and Other writings. 
Bdited by G, D. H. Cole. London: J. £i. Dent, 1*27. 
A selection of the best writings oi Robert Owen. 
Included In this edition are his Zatsous Report to 
nam Lanark end his fte^rt: ,t,o. fthq, Coy^e,t., f9T P&m 

The Paamhleteer. Vols. 1-29. London: <Sal@ and 
Penner, 1813 - 1028. 
A collection of some of the best pasapblets issued 
during the period. The psasphlets cover a vide 
range of topics but there are a nudber on tbe Poor 
Lgwa by such M.Ps. as Preston, Torrent, Courtenay 
and Brydges. 

The Quarterly Review. Vols. 7 - 22. London: J. Hurray, 
1815 - 1830. 
A useful source of contemporary opinion on the Poor 
Lews end other current problems. The Review bss a 
clear Tory bigs. 

Beoort from the Cowmittaa ,o» Pariah AMsantUoi. Bouse of 
Commons, 19 May 1815. 
This Select Committee of tbe House ci Courecms examined 
the problems of apprenticing pauper children. 
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Keport from the CoTmalttee on the i t a t e of Wendiclty in the 
Metropol is . House of Coanona, 11 Ally 1815. 
This b r i e f repor t presented no so l id recommendations 
for deal in rr with benx^lnp and vagrancy iva London. 

Report of the Select Co-naiictee on the Foot, Laws. House 
of Commons. 18 June 181»J. 
This b r i e t r e p o r t , submitted to tbe Coaraona by J. C. 
Curwen recoismendeu the re~estabiisb.fient c»f the Com­
mi t tee for the next session of Parliament. 

The Henert fron the Select Committee of the Bowse of 
Commons on The foor Laws to which i s added The Report 
of the Lorda' Coisaittees on the Sub loot . London: 
G. Auld, 1817. 
The Report of the Commons Convalttee on the Poor Law 
was the west de ta i l ed examination ot tbe Foor Laws 
during the 1315 - 30 per iod. Though I t s reeo*K*anda-
t lons showed si-rns sf the Nissan within tfee Co^- i t t ae 
i t e ana lys i s of the pro-bleats presets ted by the Poor 
Laws displayed a considerable a _; r ee l ec t with tbat of 
the economists. The Lords* C o ^ l t t e e however favoured 
the cont inuat ion of the Poor Laws vrith ;-oly -door 
a l t e r a t i o n s . 

Report froro the se l ec t Coaraitte® cm tbe Poor Laws. Bouse 
of Coraaons, l ^ t h . March 1818. 
This Corgaittee Report presented a s t a t i s t i c a l mjmnary 
of Poor Lav expenditures of the years to 1315. 

Second Report from the Select Cosni t tee on the Poor Lava. 
Bouse of Commons, 28 Apri l IBIS. 
This Heport ^ea l t with one of the anomalies in tbe 
r a t i n g syaten*. 

Third y.eport f ror the Select Ccw^ittge op t h ^ Po,?*- Laws. 
House of Cor t ina , ?~ May 1818. 
This f l n s l r epor t of the 1818 session reaffinked the 
Coraraittee's agreement w*th the opinion© of the 1117 
Coaxal t t o * . 
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Report from the Coraaittpee on the »-'or>r Law*. House of 
CooJone, 30 June 181 v'.' '"'" 
The Report of the 1819 Committee made proposals to 
f ^ f n n the Poor Laws which *?©re la rge ly in agreement 
with those o t the economist*• 

Report frost the Select Cosqjlttoo on Poor Rate Returns. 
House of Cotffltons, lu July l*>21. 

Boport from the Select Conamittee on froor Bate Returns . 
House of Commons, 15 July 18?.'2. 
The be lec t Committees on foor Hate Returns ' Reports 
contain the expenditurea on the Poor Bates . 

Bqport xroa the Se lec t Cowaittee on Labourers* uqaes. 
House of Commons, 4 June 1"24. 
The bolec t Committee enquired in to the p rac t i ce of 
paying wapes out et the poor r a t e . 

Report f ro* t he t e l e c t Comtgittee on m i g r a t i o n from, the 
United yinrdoro. House of Connons, ?6 M«» l*>26. 
The Report recoaraendeO eratgrotion as one t»eaa4» wi 
co r r ec t i ng the redundancy of popu l a t i on ' . 

Report frow the Select Committee on Emigration. House of 
Commons, 2b February l«27. 
This Report of t he Cowwslttee atfir»»ed the stsno taken 
in the Beport of the previous year tha t p r iva t e end 
l o c a l con t r ibu t ions ahould forw tbe ba s i s of ar»y 
scberos of emigrat ion. 

Second Report frow the,, Select Gog*»ittee on Sa la ra t lon from 
the United kingdom. House of Cowaons, 5 Apri l 1827. 
This Report brought t o the House the p l i g h t o»* the 
hand Iocs weaver end recommended tba t Parliament aront 
£30,000 to a a s i a t 1,200 weavers to emigrate . 

Third Report from the, Seiecfc Cotawtittee on BadLargcion from 
the UniteO Klnfrdqyu Mouse of Coswuans, l^ tb February 
1828. 
This r epo r t l a rge ly accepted the economists ' ana lys i s 
of the labour starker and recommended the in t roduc t ion 
of a system of regulated ©mirratioo. 



17?, 

Bgport frotB the Select Co—alt tfoo on the Law of Parish 
•Sat^leroents. House of Comaons, 9 J<J<I« X&'lh. 
House of Cotmsons, 9 June lii'ic. 
This Committee advocated the p r ac t i c e of "'domestics-
Ling" the a g r i c u l t u r a l labourer la tin? uui* o£ h i s 
employer - - thus i sprovine the character of the 
employee. 

Report frost the ^e l^c t Gcmaittee on m a t r a r t 3t che r<>or 
Laws £elecln«: to tbe. c-gp^oymeat oz be l ief of / b l e -
Bodied Persons frota the Ppor Hate. House of Cotaaons, 
3 Ju ly 1821. 
The CoGK.it tee accepted tbe ana lys t s o.< che 1.51) Co >-
mi t t e e . i t recou£Q@-i'ie<< the abo l i t i on o subsidies u. 
the wa^es oC l abou re r s . 

Report frog Hla Honesty 's Gotmaissionsrs l o r lonuirlt tg in to 
the Administration ana P r a c t i c a l Qperacion oi che roor 
Laws. London: Fellowes, 1834. 
This work i s a very de ta i l ed examination oZ the admini­
s t r a t i o n and operat ion of tbe i'oor Law. it has been 
c r i t i c i s e d &B an at tempt to turn opinion aea ins t the 
Old ?OQX: Law. 

Sraffa , Fiero end M. H. Oobh e-ts, David Rlcerdo. wor>s 
an? Correspondence. 10 Vols. Cambria so : Universi ty 
P ress , 1952. 
The a u t h o r i t a t i v e source mate r i a l on Ricardo 's thought. 
Volu.ae 2 contains the complete t ex t Hal t h u s ' Principles, 
of P o l i t i c a l JJconowy. 

Robertson, C. Grant. Select S t a t u t e s . Cases and Documents. 
3rd ed. London: Hethuen, l ^ l ' i . 
This c o l l e c t i o n of the p r i nc ip l e cons t i cu t iona l docu­
ments of England contains se l ec t ions f r o - various 
sources , ^.fclecciorse i.roet L»ft iroor Las Amendment - c t 
oi L u i - 14 Chajclet* i i C o p t e r xl in contain** >a 
the bool-.. i^ecb tf*?i*»ctiui* i a s an iutroduccioa am" r e ­
f e r s t o the p r i n c i p l e a u t h o r i t i e s on the topic oi the 
s e l ec t ion aud has a h r l e l suc*aary of Lfct.- -ncia p a r t s 
o; the eKt rac t . 

http://CoGK.it
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&*oior, Masaau tfilllora. -elected Writings on ffconoiaicg. 
W. York: A. M. Keller, l*V*. 
This volunse of Senior's pamphlets contains among; 
others his "Introductory Lecture on Political "Rconosay'* 
of 1827 and hie Two Lectures on population with a 
Correspondence between the Author and T. R. MA1thus" 
of 1829. 

"• Three Lectures on the Bate of sg^qg. Mew York: 
A. M. iCelley, 1959. 
In these lectures delivered before the Onlvarsity of 
Oxford, Easter Tarri, 1830, Senior accepts the % a%aa 
Pund Theory. 

Stanhope, Earl o£, and 6.. Cardwell, eds. The Hesaoirs of 
fir Robert Peel. 2 vols. London: J.~kurray, 1857 
and 8. 
Prepared by leel hirsself; they deal mainly with 
Catholic emancipation, Peel's first administration 
and the repeal of the Corn Laws. However acae of 
Peel's views on the Poor Laws are stated. 

The Statutes of the United Kingdom of Oreat Britain and 
Ireland. 3 Vols. London: George Eyre end Andrew 
Stahan, 181a - 1631. 
These eight volumes contain the acts passed between 
1814 and IB30. 

Smith, Adam. Tbe ealth of flatloos. Edited by E. Cannon. 
2 Vols. London: Metbuen, 1961. 
One of the aost Influential works on economics that 
haa ever been published. This work profoundly in­
fluenced many oJ those who thought about economic 
questions in the first third of the nineteenth 
century. 

Tawney, S. H. and Power, r'ilacA (eds.) '^j&LS&lO&taaSL 
Jioeutqents. 3 Vols. London: Loo^ans ?reenf» 1924. 
* very useful collection of Tudor ecoarrde documents. 
Contains some of Tudor Poor Law legislation. 
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ThjuTJLaes,. London, 1815 - 30. 
The repor t s of the p a r l l a 'nectary proceedings were 
ca r r i ed in The. Times and were the basis of 'Hansard's 

Winch, Xtasald, ed. James Mills reelected gcowoalc waitings 
Edinburgh: Scottish Economic Society, 1964. 
This volume contains sotwe of the articles and books 
written hy Mill which are taost relevant to the Poor 
Laws. It includes his Lssay of the Impolicy oi a 
Bounty on the Export oi Grain" of 18i4 sad his 
Elements ot Political Sconogv or 1826. 

Secondary Sources 

Aabirajan, S. Malthus and Classical Uconordcs. Bodbayt 
Popular Book Depot, 1939. 
A careful examination of the economic thought oZ 
T. 5. Malthus with a consideration of Win part in 
the classical school of Economic Thought. 

Asbby, Arthur, Wilfred. One Hoodred Years o? Poor Law 
Administration in a 'Warwickshire Village. Oxford: 
Clarendon tress, 1912. 
This 190-page book examines the operation and ox^aai-
nation of poor relief in tbe village of Tysoe during 
tbe period 17JC to 1830. The book is useful In that 
it shows how one village reacted to the problems if 
the poor. 

Aghtoa, Tboans Unjthcliffe. Thg Mug.trisl Rgyolufc-ion,, 
17oO - 18 30. London: Oxford University T'y«ss, 15/2. 
An excellent brief survey of economic and social 
developments during tha period 17 A) - 1 30. 
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Aoohrott, Pool, Felix, end H. Freston-Thomas. The English 
Poor Law Syateaa. last and Present. 2nd. «K'» London: 
Knight and Co., 1902. 
This volume is divided into throe parts; Part I the 
historical development of the English Poor Law, 
Part 11 the existing relief system and Part 111 (by 
H. Preston-Tbofuas) uld age pensions. The v?ork was 
extremely highly regarded at the time of its baine, 
written — translations froia tbe original Gaman **©re 
made into fcngllsh and a iiussian version ras "cause-1 

to be published'1 by the Empress of Kussla. /scbrott 
la mainly concerned with the development of 'arliaaen-
tary legislation. In Bama places his Lnov*lt.J,_;e appears 
to be faulty — he overestimates the importance of the 
Elizabethan Act of IJOI and underestimates those acts 
which proceeded it and of which it was in fact sixply 
the codification. »schrott's work betrays th© very 
evident bias of the liberal economist against: the 
acts of 'jovernaaent and lu ;al au'.'iorii'ieidt (for e u '.pie 
th® i»peenha?aland system) which sought to buwanlse the 
system. For the otuarts too, 4shrott has no sympathy. 
He fails to mention tb© tightening ^ cf the ««i imis-
tration which occurei •und©>" Jâ jes 1 a A Charles I anl 
concentrates his attack on the tnorj»l laxity of Cbacles 
II In particular and Restoration England In general. 

Aaplnail, Arthur. Lori Brou%ha.>i and the ''">*iff Part r. 
Manchester: University Press, 1^27. 
An examination of the life, ideas and accomplishments 
of Henry, Lord Brougham One chapter gathers to­
gether Brougham's social and economic thought. 

Bates-Harbin, a. *.. Mesabers of 1'arliajoent for the County 
of iotaeraet. Taunton: w^nersetshire Archnelo^lcal 
end Natural History society, 1»J9. 
This book glvea a chronological listing of the Mergers 
of Parliament for the County o£ ^merset rro i 1J5Z to 
18 jl. Hrier Mo-yrophical .totes act* ̂ iven of ?,vzh 
H.P. listed with references to sources. 



182 

Bartlett, C. J. Cqstlerenah. Charles Serlhner's Sonss 
New York, ltfwu. 
This biography gives a sympathetic interpretation of 
the career of Viscount Castlereagh. The work gives 
due eephssls to Castlereagh's contributions to tbe 
hlatory of the period 1812 - 1822 as Leader of the 
House of Cosnons. 

Bell, John F. ; History of &conotaic Thought. 2nd. ed. 
8ewYork: Ronald £rese, 19^7. 
A useful brief outline of the nisiory ol ecoatfjac 
thought. 

Blaug, Mark. Ricardian Economics: a Higtorlcal wtudv. 
New Haven: Yale University Press, 19>4. 
This volume provides a detailed and very useful sur­
vey of the economics of the leading caesaber ol the 
English Classical school of economic thought. 

— — — . "Hie Myth of the Old ioor Law and the Making 
of the Haw" Journal of fooonomic History. Vol. «~.;CllI, 
19'JJ, P. 131 - 178. 

•••..ww., '"The Poor Law loport Ee-exasalnecr'. Jqurnai, Q£ 
Economic History. Vol. -'JiIV. 19^4. J . 'I'Si - 244. 
In these two articles Blaug attacks the opinion that 
che Poor Laws were responsible for the sproa«i of 
pauperism, in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
century. He isainteins that the peenhatalaad (system was 
a response to structural uaeuipioy.aeuL in the rural 
section of the ecoaosay. 

Boase, Frederick, Hodam English Biography, o Vols, n.p.t 
Truro, 1892 - 1921. 
These six volumes provide short biographies of. swsa 
of tbe lesser-known figures who died in the IOJU -
1901/ period. 

Brady, Alexander. * W % » . )Ku»ki$aon anZ, Liberal 4es.jr*u 
2nd. ed. Prank Cass: London, 19*7. 
A reissue of the first edition with an introduction of 
ten pages. The work is not a biography bat rather an 
attempt to survey the changes In economic policy during 
the 1820's. 
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Brodrioh, C. T. C. end Fotharlnghant, J . R. f b j ftUKfr?fl 
ffiatfflry of Kneland. Vol. 11 . London: Longmans ^reen, 
l * U 0 . 
This volume deals with the period 1801 t o 1837. I t 
i s e spec i a l l y useful far providing the p o l i t i c a l 
framework of the per iod. 

Cannen, &dwin. A, ffltfrc-ry of t,fae JfrjQ&fatM liMmMPB. 
and ^If^rlbm^jon |nM £.n sysh i i <P^l| | lci | , l lRcafi^y X,r>J--
X7i*® t o l$4ft. London; D. c . ixinT, 1917. 
This volume provi«lea a aae iu i survey Q{ the theor i e s 
of the Fjt^lish C lass i ca l Loon o v i s t s . 

Cec i l , David. Lord M. Constable, London: 1-154. 
A h i s t o r y oZ tbe l i f e of *iilifit* Lamb, Lord " '* i -
bourne. Unfortunately t h i s worh does not be^ln ».-• t i l 
1$27 hut i t does provide sous insight® in to Melbourne's 
views on the Poor Laws. 

ChecVlend, t-. Tbe Rise ol I n d u s t r i a l soc ie ty In KV-lftnt*,, 
1511 - 1B85. London: Len;trane, DA. 
A ^ood in t roduct ion to the «cononlc 'ievelopjaenT, -*f 

the per iod . 

CUpbaa, S i r John Harold. An fceonotalc SiAatarv of Hodern 
B r i t a i n . Vol, I . Coabrldga: The Universi ty Press , 
I9 '3i . 
The Xirst volusje covers the period from IS20 - IS50. 
This eareful, scholarly work has established Itself 
as bain*; one ot the springboards s.or an examination" 
oi tbe economic developments OL the period. 

Chamber*, J. D. ead Mtn^ay, Q. t . The Ir.ric^t^r&l 
devolution 1750 - l-> C. London: Butsfor^, 19 K*. 
An examination of the development of agriculture 
durin^ the period fre« 1750 to IHBV* This volume 
examines the impact OL the p̂eenhaonland system* ,>;*, 
rural poverty. 
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Coats, A. W. "Economic Thought and Poor Low Policy in the 
Eighteenth Century'', fc-conowlc History Review. Vol. 
Ii. Ko. 1, *. 3¥ - 51. 
Au srticle. dealing with economic thought and its in* 
L'iuence on eighteenth century * oor Lav policy, it is 
mainly concerned with events end thought up to 17̂ 2. 
and has therefore no direct relevance to this thesis. 
However, since the problem posed I® similar to the 
one in this thesis then the article su^ests so?%e 
interesting approaches to t^e problem. 

Cokai^ne, T. ^. 'The Con*piece J eeva$a. Ii Volume®. 
London: ot. Catharine's ir«»8, 1̂ 2 . 
A very useful wort' f.or obta in mr a brier sketch or 
the lives of those peers who do not appesr in r\-e 
Mctionary o.' National Biography. 

— -. The Complete Barotie.tage. -> Vols. Exeter: 
Willia© lollard, 190.. 
A useful wor& for obtaining the salient features oi 
the careers o<: baronets. 

Colchester, Luro, ed. ihe ̂ jLsrv and Ĉ rres>/gm:ence_ o.> 
Charles /bbott. Lord (&lojbjtgfcer. 3 Vols. London: 
John Murray, ISol. 
Charles > bbott was speaker ox the iiouse oi Ccotaons 
from 1U02 - lii 17. He wat> therefore in an excellent 
vantage poinc co be aware oi the political happenings 
oi hie day. Me did, however, write very litcle urn 
che *oor Laws. 

Cole, G. J. H. The Lice of Robert wen. Loudun» 
ttacMlilgn, 1930, P. 350. 
,-t highly syrapathetic biography of Robert Owen, ihe 
author is mainly concerned with linking CAnm to the 
prevailing social and economic thought oi che LL"ue. 
In particular Owen's influence on the development of 
socialist thoueht is discussed. 

•....-.«. and rostrate, t<ayuond, fhe C'/ny.ion feopi.e 
1746 - 1946. London: Methuen, 19'<l. 
A careful examination of the 11J e of tbe common 
people. Has some valuable Informer ion on xb& Voor 

Laws. 
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— — — . The First Industrial devolution. Cambridge: 
University Press, 19.5. 
This volume provides an interesting analysts ot che 
economic developtaents during the industrial revolu­
tion. 

Dicey, A. V. Law and Public Pinion In fe-ngland. in*-, ed. 
London: MaeMlllan, 1962. 
A classic work on the influence of public opinion on 
tbe development of law in nineteenth century- Accord­
ing to t'icey there were three taain currents of public 
opinion during tbe century — the periods oi Old 
Toryism, Benthanism, and Collectivism. 

Eden, Frederick Morton. The State oc the Poor: A Riscorv 
of the Labouring Classes in Kmrlend. with parochial 
reports. Abridged and Edited by i\. ^. L. Rogers. 
London: G. Routiedge, 19 2k. 
Written in the I790*s, this book examines contemporary 
theories oi poor relie*: anc* provides a quicu si r">«y 
of the conditions in a 'Hi'̂ er o' wor!'ho'.seb. 

Srlekaon, A. B. The Public Career o.C U r James ..firahari. 
Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1952. 
This biography of the Whig statesman na^ee use of new 
documentary material not available in earlier biogra­
phies or docujaentary collections. Szme oZ 'Ziz J&maa* 
views on the !oor Laws are mentioned. 
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Erith, E. J. Essex Parish Records 1240 - 1394. Esses 
County Council: Chelmsford, 1950. P. 262. 
This summary of the parish records of Essex has a use­
ful Introduction which outlines some of the details of 
tbe operation of the Poor Law in the county between 
1815 and 1830. 

Fay, Charlgg, Ryle. Great Britain from Adam Saalth to 
Present Dgy: gn Economic gnd Social Survey. London: 
Longiaans Greene, 1923. 
This work has almost become a classic examination of 
tbe social history of Great Britain. 

— — — — • Life and Labour in the Nineteenth Century. 
Cambridge: university Press, 1920. 
This volume deals with the social history of England 
froa 1815 to 1914. Two chapters — one on Owen and 
one on tbe Old Poor Low gnd the New are relevant to 
this thesis. 

— — — — . huekisaon and His Age. London: Longmans 
Green, 1951. 
A detailed examination of tbe life and times of 
Rusklsson. It does not, however reveal siuch of 
Huskisson's attitudes to the Poor Laws. 

Ferguaon, R. S. Cumberland and Wastaiorland M.Pe, from 
the Roatorotion to the Reform Bill of 1867. London: 
Ball, 1871. 
This one volume work la dedicated to "The Right 
Honourable the Earl of Lonsdale the late", and to 
•Henry Lowtber Esquire H.P.1 "whose political history 
this work attempts to record", We are therefore put 
on our guard from the start against the pronounced 
pro-Tory sentiments of the work. It does, however 
provide some interesting biographical data on J. C. 
Curwen. 

Felling, Keith. The Second Tory I arty (1714 - 1832). 
London: MacMlllon, 1951. 
This work provides sympathetic treatment of the Tory 
party before the Great Reform Act.little tsentlon Is 
raade of party*a attitude to the poor. 
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Fllnn, Mlohaal Walter. An Sconomlc and Social History...of, 
Britain since 1700. 8«aca»lllan, l'9&3. 
A brief economic history of the period, useful for 
providing a rapid sketch of the topic and period. 

Foster, Joaaph. ^mBkj^mii^BUJJJl^JMSi' * Vols. 
Oxford: rorkar and Co., im&. 
This volu«p?e contains brief sketches of eh* career of 
the students of Oxford University. It is useful work 
for tracing briefly the careers of the lesser-known 
M.Ps. 

Fowlo, T. w. The Poor Low. London: HacMillon, 1S93. 
This work provides short examination of the develop­
ment of the Poor Law Institutions. The book is, 
however chiefly of interest for the authors examination 
of the main principles of the Poor Lew thought. 

Fulford, Soger. Saauel Wblthread (1764 - 1B13) London: 
MacMlllon, 1967. 
This now biography of the brewer-poll cician examines 
In some detail whitbread's attitude to the Poor Laws 
and his proposals for minimus wage legislation. 

Gash, H. *1ural lane^ployment 1615 - J4H. Econojaio History 
Review. Vol. VI, Ho. 1. Oct. 1935. P. <*> - 98. 
In this short article Gash indicates the nature and 
extant and probable causes of rural unemployment. Me 
collects some convincing evidence of the existence of 
widgspread seasonal unemployment in the rural areas 
of south and east England. 

Gayer, A. D. w, w. R®sta>w and A, Sehwarts, The growth 
and Fluetuotlons of the British Economy 17.5J - l»3u. 
2 Vols. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1953. 
These two volumes examine the changes in the British 
economy In the Industrial Revolution. The work deals 
with business fluctuations and prices. 

Gide, Charlaa, and Charles Rlst. A fllgtotr of acqnw.i.e 
Doctrines. London: George G. Barrap & Co. 1915* 
This volume is one of the classic works on the history 
of economic thought. The sections on the classical 
economists are especially good. 
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Glass, David Victor, ed. Introduction to Malthus. London: 
'atta, 19,i. 
this volume places rtaltbusian theories In their his­
torical context and outlines their applicability to 
the twentieth century, in addition tbe VOICTC contains 
an extensive bibliography of books, pamphlets and 
artlclgs on the population question and two of 
>falthus* articles on population. 

Gray, Sir Alexander. The Development of Economic t̂ octaring. 
London: Lonqpnans, 1931. 
This work provides brief witty introduction to econo­
mic thought. The author probably overemphasize® the 
role o£ Scottish and bociallat economists. 

Griffith, G. I. Pooolation Problems in the Age of 
Malthus. 2nd. ed. London: Cass, 19^7. 
A work In which the author examines the causes oi the 
increase of population In the late eighteenth anc* 
early nineteenth century. The first edition concluded 
that the major cause of the increase was the decline 
in death rates. This edition is a reprint of the 
first edition with a nev introduction. 

Halevy, Elie. A History of the English People In tbe 
Nineteenth Century. t> Vols. London: Bonn, 1951. 
Tbe first two volinra* in this period deal with the 
period fro® 1815 to 1830. The work covers the period 
in detail and deals extensively wi*J. the social 
history of the period. In addition each voluwe has 
an extensive and very useful bibliography. 

Hatamond, John Lawrence le Breton and Barbara Hgnraond. 
The Rise of Modern Industry. Methuent London, 1925. 
This volume is classic survey oZ the development of 
Industry in Britain. The authors, as in their orher 
works, show a great sympathy for tbe working class. 

Haney, L. H. History of Economic Thought. 4 ed. Hew 
York: MacMllian, 1951. 
This excellent survey of the history of economic 
theu^st covers the period fron Moses to the present 
day. 
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Hoard's Catalog ap.4..1raviate. of Parllamantary Paoerg 
l>9o • UL4. Introduction by P. Ford and G. i'ord. 
(Oxford: Blgckwell, 1953. 
'One of the best guides to parliamentary sessional 
papers. 

Beilbroner, Robert L. The Jorl^ly Philosophers: the 
Lives. Tinas and Ideas, of the Great Lconow^c Thinkers. 
Rev. Ed. ttew fork: «teo» and bebuster, 19*1. P. J09. 
Sections ol this work are valuable. In addition to 
outlining the ideas of the economists the author 
examines, in considerable detail, the ecanofflic con­
ditions of the ttees in which they lived. 

Hennock, E. p. "The Poor Law Era". ®w bocicty. 29. 
Tab. 68. P. 301 - 3, 
This three-pa^e article is s short popular survey of 
the development of th® Poor Law from the origins to 
the 1390's. 

Rouse of Conswons. Manunl,, pf Procedure.. ipr the, Public 
Business. n.p., l%4. 
A manual of the procedure used by the House of 
Commons. There Is sn excellent section on the or­
ganisation and operation o1: select Conanittaes of 
the House. 

JacVson, **, The Corwfciis of Workington Hail. Kendal: 
T. wilson, LSbO. 
Traces the history of the Curwen family to about 
18C0. Includes extract?? frow parish registers, wills 
and toafibstones referring to the Curweos. 

Jones, R. Vernon, ed. Catalog o* *'grilgasentarY.̂ apar» 
1SC1 - 1900. P. b. KteR, 19C4. 
An unofficial index of ?,Suv papers with short des­
criptive auRsuaries of the inportont ones. 

Judd, Gerrlt Famola. Members of Parliament 1734 - 113.2. 
New Haven: Yale University Press, 1959. 
4n Invaluable volume0 This work lists the names and 
constituencies of every H.X\ beevcra 1734 and WJ?.. 
Xn addition the voluwte eontains a series oi short 
chapters on the nationality, egg, status and social 
background of H.Ia. 
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Lely, J . M. The S ta tu t e s of P r a c t i c a l U t i l i t y . Vol. IX. 
London: Sweet end Maxwell, 1695. 
A chronological seine t ion of the *najor a c t s on tbe 
Poor Laws from 1601 - 1895 ia Included i a t h i s a lpha-
be t i c a l and chronological survey of linglisfc law. 
Select ions from the ^ajor a c t s of the period are tu-
cludeoi. The wor„. i s usof^l u^ a tn^id C&J1&J oi -be 
development of che Poor Laws. 

Leonard, a . *. The w l y Hlatwty.oi L%aU^ r o c r > e l ^ i . 
Cambridge: Universi ty Press , 190$. 
This work dea ls with tbe development of Lut l i sn . ao r 
Rel ief , from Anglo-^axon tircse© to the lb4U*s. Though 
not exact ly germane to che topic oc t h i s thes i s i t 
woes, however, provide useful bacK.-;rou»id x£iior„&t.ion. 

Lip son, Bphroioa. The Economic History of E n g i r d , j Vols . 
London: A . enci C. Black, 19,»J. 
tfuch space in volume 111 of t h i s excellon? survey i s 
devoted t o the developtaent of t> c Poor Laws. 

Hackay, Thomas. A History of the, aoglloh looy L*»w. 
Vol, I I I , London: P. v>. Kin$ and Co. s Lu?9. 
This voluce of the h i s to ry oi che Poor La** if* in­
tended to servo a s , the th i rd volume of Si r George 
Hicho l l s ' h i s t o r y of the toalien *oor Law, however 
s ince the author f e l t chat Micholls wrote of the period 
I83u - 185J with considerable reserve he ielw tha t 
he would deal with the period aga in . The author thus 
spends s ix chapter® on the period up co L.^_>. 

MocGregor, D. h . Economic Hfioŷ jĥ t, ami t o l i c v . Loncicn: 
Oxford Univers i ty Press . 1949. 
This boot i© concerned with the i n t e r ac t i on of 
economic thought and public po l i cy . Cue chapter i s 
s p e c i f i c a l l y r e l a t ed to toe problc>; discussed in --bis 
t h e s i s p r o j e c t , 

Haotoux, m i l Joseph, The 4t>t^uUia.l lie solut ion ir cp». 
p t h Century: An Outline ->x the Se^irminrs of_the 
rfodero fac tory Svatea) l a umla»d. *,-r.:oi.. J . t ape , 
19^1. 
A c l a s s i c general survey at the development oi che 
I n d u s t r i a l Revolution in tb® eighteen century. > few 
pe^es a r e devoted tc tbe I'oor -U>- and th© '-peanhamlaad 
System» 
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H a r r i o t t , J . \ . B. Gaarm.. sncam. and b i t l a r e s : a Po l l -
t i c a l frtudv. London: John tferrgy, 1903. 
This sympathetic study *?y a c o ^ e t v t t i v e J': Coming 's 
l i f e ami tlme& i s based la rge ly on secondry source** 
L i t t l e a t t e n t i o n i s ^iven to Canning's views J>I* the 
^oor Law**. 

Haraha l l , aorothy. me >.qalish 'oor '• ch. u<...t«»s»th 
9PR&AX?••-• .A 3%my..An j oo ia l md Ad*lnlctre t lvc 
His to ry . London: G. Eoatledge, l i i s . 
This volume deals aa in ly with the •p&'iol rou lV. i to 
1782. 1L does, there fore , u«ic< well be^o^e the period 
covered by t h i s t h e s i s begins . The work i& valuable 
however for background in io raa t ion <yn tbe i'oor LMWS. 

Marshall , J . ."J. The £3©ttiB<;hsraishire refoottecs and <.„heir 
con t r ibu t ion to the flew Poor Law' Lcoqpgilc History 
Review. Vol. 13 . April l9-»lf ,'. 38•£ - J9L>. 
An examination of the work of three MotClafi;ba:a$hlre 
refr>r-'*»rs - - Becher.Lowe and "Hcholls 'whose p r a c t i c a l 
innovations were i n f l u e n t i a l In che development of 
£he pooc Law a f t e r 18 K». 

Medd, t a t r i c ' . ^omilly. London: Colliru", D i S . 
In t h i s new biography of che c;reac lawyer and »***£otajar 
the author ha*5 l i t t l e nor«s to say on Bouiilly's views 
on the Poor Laws <-,.<* on the ecoio->lsta then whac i s 
contained in the r\.stC5'~a-' ' s " e ' - ^ r s , apeeches and 
l e t t e r s which have already *-s©er published. 

Hencher, »ja<ouei. roor Lav to fpv&ctv t-rograca. **ltta-
bur&h: Universi ty of P i t t sburgh , 1957. x ix , P. 476. 
This volume e>«v lines the h i s to ry of cK.: toor i-avs 
'ealltfg with the poor fro J tbe end o-' t.ie -ii '-lie "gas 

down to the present day. The TO lane cuivsentrates 
almost exclus ive ly on die Foor La*» In Br i ta in and 
America. This work la ch ief ly valuable for i t s 
examination of the dgvelonauent o r uhe ideologica l 
framework of th© 4 oor Law.. 
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H i t c h e l l , B. E, Abstract of B r i t i s h H i s t o r i c a l S t a t i s t i c s . 
Cambridge: Univers i ty Press , 1962. 
This volume provides bas ic s t a t i s t i c a l information 
(where ava i l ab l e ) for the period from tbe elr^hteenth 
century t o the 1900"s. I t i s the s t a t i s t i c a l supple* 
sent to P. l e ans ' a fry Jt.fcl>ishi ^conosaic. Growth _ I5gg___-
19^9 j Trendy an;i„^t£ucja&e. "" 

Nicho l i s , Sir Snores, t Pti&torv oi"" the i'.n,--;lisb. FOOT Laws. 
Vol . I I . Sew York: 0 . i . tutnom'a J&OOS, 1898. 
This h i s t o r y of the Poor Laws by on© of the three 
commissioners of the Poor Laws i s a very useful in ­
t roduct ion to a study of th© Er^l isb s-oor Laws. 
This volume d©als with the period Vrom 171& to 1S.VJ. 
Tbe author has a n a t u r a l tendency to e x n ^ c r a t e hi® 
own accomplishments - - ©specially in the Rescriptinn 
of the Poor Law experiments a t Southwell 's Bingham 
and to use h i s accomplisbr<ents as a yardst ick to 
measure other Foor Law admin i s t ra t ions . 

Gttkes, C. 0. Sir frassuel ftoaiilly. '-.vw'on: Allen an.1 
Unwin, 1935. 
A useful biography of tbe "leorr^-n Lawyer-r^tes-nan. 
I t does not unfor tunate ly mid much to the knowledge of 
Rorailly's thought on the Poor Laws. 

Parker , Char les , S t u a r t . The Lit®, and L e t t e r s ^ o f ^ j r 
Jetses Graham (1792 - ISftiQ. 2 Vols. London: Jofm 
t*ferray, 1907, 
These tv.r.̂  volutins which ar«& dated by other csore recant 
biographies never the less contain Bona useful »iacerlai . 
£>omg of the lefceers t o , Pros* ami about Si r James r?re 
of i n t e r e s t . 

Poor Law Coawilssioners. Sa^urna.,, Relat ive tqp, Local Tgsg* 
t i o n , n . p . I84u. P . 50. 
This booklet gives the poor rat© eBress*oe:,t f^ ex­
pendi ture F, on eceoun1: of the poor rat© by counties 
for England and ' ' a le* ror the years I74d to IBJ9 — 
when a v a i l a b l e . 
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Porritt, Edward. ThaJ^lormM,IfoWfft M c<*mm*I ?W 
llosiantarv Representation Before 1*32. 2 Vols. Coai-
brldge: IMiversity Press, 1903. 
Volume I which deals with England and iales Is useful. 
It examines the relations between M.Fs. and their 
constituencies and the various kinds of franchises 
prior to 1832. 

Poynter, John, Riddoch. Society and >auyerlsy; English, 
Ideas on Poor belief 179^ - 1334. London: Rontledge 
and Ke^an Paul, 1989. 
This excellent, detailed and very scholarly wor 
examines the development of thought on Poor Relief 
in tbe period 1795 - 1834, The author examines a 
wider spectrum of thought than that covered in this 
:hesis hut several chapters are directly related to 
the specific field of this thesis. Unfortunately the 
work appeared too late to incorporate any of his 
ideas in this thesis. The work also includes an 
excellent bibliography. 

Pratt, J. T. The Laws Relating to the Poor. 2 Vols. 
London: -A. strahan, 1827. 
The Poor Law statutes and cases to 1827 are arranged u 
under headings alphabetically. It is possible there­
fore to get a rapid review of any aspect of the Poor 
Laws as it stood in 1827 by topic and title. 

Baynes, Harold, Ernest. Social Security in Britain — A 
History, 2nd. ed. London: Pitman, 1962. 
This history of social security covers the period 
from the early guilds to the present day. Much infor­
mation is given on the adainistretion of the Poor 
Laws. One chapter deals with the politic?1 and 
economic thought leading to the Report of the Royal 
Commission on the Poor Law® of 183*? - l-33*. 

Robblns, L. C. The Theory of Economic Policy in English 
Classical Political Economy. London: MacMillan, 
1952. 
In this work the author questions many of the widely-
held notions of the op in i on r. cZ the classical econo-
raigts. He devotes p&rt of one chapter to the views 
of the Classical Economists on the roor Law, 
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Roll, Erich. A History of Economic Thought. 3d. ed. 
flew York: Prentice Hall, 1950. 
This volume provides a rapid survey of che history of 
economic thought from the Old Testament to J. M. 
Keynes. Three chapters — one ecch for C.nith, . - Ithus 
and Ricardo are u^.e^riy relevant to this thesis. 

Rolo, P. J. V. George Canning. London: MacMillan, 1965. 
In this biography oT one ot che leading statesmen of 
the period of 1815 - 1S30, Cannlr»'s economic and 
social policies are scarcely mentioned — and when 
they are the saiae phrase is simply repeated. 

Romilly, bir Laiauel. lemoirs of the Life of *>ix 'ogmuel 
Rorailly. 2 Vols. 3rd. ed, London: John Murray, 
1841. 
These volumes provide a very useful collection of the 
correspondence and memoirs Q- the statesroau. Rotuilly 
unfortunately seeras to have beer only slightly 
interested in the Poor Laws ami economic thought. 

it. Clair, Oswald. A Key to Ricardo. London: Routledge 
and Paul, 1957. 
A useful attempt to simplify and clarify Ricardo*s 
economic thought. There is a useful chapter on the 
wages Fund Theory. 

Samuels, Warren J. The Classical Theory of Eeononic 
Policy. Cleveland: World Publishing Co., 1966. 
A rigorous theoretics! discussion of the economic 
policy of the classical school. This work elaborates 
on Robbing Theory of Economic Policy in English 
Classical political Economy. 

de Schweinttz, Karl. England's Road to SocialĴ ecjjslty.. 
Barnes, New York: 1961. 
This volume covers the period from the Statute of 
labourers o*: 1349 to the Sever id ge Report of l>'»2. 
Three chapters are directly relevant to mis tnesis 
topic. The work includes a bibliography. 
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