001

PARLIAMENT LOOHS AT THE ENGLISH POU% LAnS 1815 = 30

AN ExAGINATION OF THE TNFLUENCE OF BRITISH

ECONOMIC THOUSHT ON THE CPINIONS

OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

6&‘

i)
L_______
LIBRARIES

¢
A i
lpe"sity of ©

A Thesis submitted for the
Degree of Master oi Arts at
the Universiity o’ rtaws
November 1309 by James D,
Thexton under the direction
of Professor Desmond Morion.

o

L



UMI Number: EC55310

INFORMATION TO USERS

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the copy
submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality illustrations
and photographs, print bleed-through, substandard margins, and improper
alignment can adversely affect reproduction.

In the unlikely event that the author did not send a complete manuscript
and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if unauthorized

copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion.

®

UMI

UMI Microform EC55310
Copyright 2011 by ProQuest LLC
All rights reserved. This microform edition is protected against
unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code.

ProQuest LLC
789 East Eisenhower Parkway
P.O. Box 1346
Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346



TABLE OF CONTEdLE

Praf.c‘ ® 5286038006008 080CCABDPOIOEPOTESTIHe OO

Chapter I
Pcor Relief and tbe PO‘}r S 968800 080200000

Chapter i1
The Economists and the Foor Laws .......

Chapter 111
The “upporters of the 1taLUS (U0 .cceesee

Chapter 1V
Pmr uw Reformﬁrs SO P HOPO e PO OOOE NI

Chaptexr V
cnwen and Wen G 0 & 0 5 00 8006 6 D S vV HOHOCHS SN

Chapter V1
cmClusi-Qn L3N B B R N B EE NN R BE-I N BN A B BE N BN BN BE NN NK NN BN NN BN NN N}

Apmdix G 0 U ¢ O B O W 88BN IDODECIN OISO IEN eSS

Bibliography & 9 0 ¥ 5 0TS OO0 OISR OO SSO O OE I SNS

Page

lage

Page

fage

Fage

rage

Page
Yage

Lage

36

h4

)

123

141
144
169



Ak L DY

Appendix I
Poor Rate ‘'sse:s<vent and Expeaditure 17471713

Appendix Il
Price of Wheat Fer (QUArter ..cccsesoccssssscss

iAppendix III
Fopulation In Thousands of En:land and -ales,
scotlanrz "\ﬁ‘(g lrelﬁ’-‘d 9 0 8 9 & 830 0 OO G YO e DN O e NS

Appeadix .V
Population of the Counties ¥or The Years
1801, 1811, 1221, and 1231 ...evevessscccsse

Appendix V
Emigration From The United Klusdor
1315 !"’ ]33{3 ¢ 2 600 2O PG DO S E WSSO PEDDS GBS GO0y

Pape

Yage

Page

Fage

Pare

177

Lo

1.1



PREL .G

The Foor Laws embodied the atteumpts by successive
English parlisments to deal with poverty. These laws were
the major means used by the stute to meet the problems
presented to society by the existence of the wnewployed,
the under, aid, the elck, the old, the widowed asnd orphan
and 1llegicinz:s childeown,

The baris of these lews curinr the L1A15-C perico
+»as the Elizshetbar iocor iLaw set ot 1 11, In the rore
then two hundred years rince 1lts ensctment a hewildering
variety of methods of administering relief had developed.

The rapid aad continvous :ise ir  oor Law
expenditures in the immed*atc posiL-wer years and in the
lart half of rhe L32%'s coupled with vhat some believed
to be the westefulness and Inhumaasity of the syscem helpe~
create & demand for some sort of reftorm of the laws,

Despite the demands tor reform little changes weve
affected by Parligwent in the Foor Laws in the ;eriod. ..

considerable ‘lebare develor . in the country and in
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Farliswent over the extent to which reform of the Foor
Laws was necessary.

The economists advocated the gradual sbolition of
the Peor Laws., Their argusenis were bssed on a generel
presusption agasinst governsent lstervention in the ecouomy
and speciiically on the Malchusisn principle of population
and the wages fund theory, In agreement with the econo-
nists over the need to abolish the Poor laws were g
nurber of Comwons Committees and individual Heuwbers of
Parlissent,

The successive Tory govermsents sud & vwuber of
iadividual MHenbers of Ferlisvect weve opposed io sny
redical reform of the Poor laws. There is however some
evidence of 8 moverent Lowards 3 comprosise gfter 1223,

Bow fur the supporcers of radical reforw of the
Poor Lave were influencet by the ecounvwiscs is ddfficule
to sscertain, PFor the ruling classes thece was & clear
scounomie benefit to be devived froa the abolition of the
Poor Laws. The reductlion of the poor rete would redound
to the advantage of most property owners. There was too,
a clear soeial and political gain to pve deriwed by the

werbers of the middle class by the avvesent towards a



wore individualistic wsociety.

In these circumstances it is probable that the
ideas of the economists only plajed a secondary role in
in.luencing the thourbts an! actions of cthe reformers.
Hovavar the economists did provi’e the abulicionists with
the arguments to atitack the rvetestionlst position. They
also defined che most infiuvential alcernative to the
retention o the Foor Lar., Otber possibilicies urged by
Cutwen and Uwen et with scant siscussion during the
period,

In exswining thie period of the history of English
Poor L&v it is striking that so little work hss been done

on the period sincs the asonumental work of the Yebhs

escept for J. R. Poynter's Hociehy
Foynter's book ceme tov late to incorporste his ideas into
the body of this thesin,

Host of the work of this thesis waz done in

Toronto., 1 am grateful to the staffs of the libraries of

l.ang B. webb, Lnglish Loval Government, Vols. VIL and
Viil, Loudon, Uxford.

J. &. Yoynter, hools

_ g Ang rauperian, Lowdon, doutledge
and Kegan Paul, 1969, F. 367, xmvi.




Tovonto and Yorl Usivevsitien, (u;oocde Hell, and of the
eftias ol scarborough and Toronto “or thelr -enerous
assiscance., I an salso vevy vuch incobied -y “hesiy
director, Professor Jesone sorion, or bis peresvrive
advice am! . dici ng eneourd eme D s W0 o DATS B8R
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Department o the Uriversity o, v Ciave w0 «r ke’ e

gl to :mplete this Thaelic,
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Hethods and forms of poor relief duviny the perios
1813 to 1830 show a bewildeving veriety., 7The adminietra-
tion of relief on the other hend wes coamparatively eiwple
and stralghtforwawd -~ there being but three basic types
-- the closed vestry, the emsparativaly demoeratic open
vestry and the boards of guardians,

The controlling seency of the Yoor Leavs was
usually the parish <~ of vhich there were about 15,000 in
England and “Wales. The parish necessarily ha< a swsll
population, as lste as 1831 four-fliths of the pacizhes
had fewer then 200 femilies mach.l The Poor Law edmiai-
stration was based cu Section 1 of the blizebethan Act of

z ;
1601, By this statute the Justices of the Ffeace were to

lsand B. .oho, ingld wxiy %fmﬁwﬂ ta Db Ol oo laav,
Losdon: Oxford, ww, V “Wiz, 156,

Z&J E.. E. 2, i, k. igchrott and b, dYreston~lhomes, E%ﬁ
op Law bestes, Ind. ed,; lovdon: Xafight and Co.,

1902, T, 7.



noulnate annuslly two to four substsntiel bouseholders who
were £o serve with the churchwardens as the overseers of
the poor for each parish. The overseers were to be rese
ponsible €o the uwaglatrates for the velief of the poor
&n’ wers to raise wmaney for that purpose “rom lucal taza-
tica, a»ubsequent casctments and practice passed the power
of granting relief to the fairly deasscraiic ovpen vesiry
which consisted of the oversears aun vatepasyers of Lhe
gsrish.3 s the burdens of the office of overseer, which
was unpeid and anuual, increased during the eighteenth and
early nineteeath century the task bdecsse lacreasingly
anevous and uapepular. The open vestry was held to be
firresponsible in that ic was too ready to grent w&lie£.4
In order Co diminigh ¢his generosity aond to fine
crease the influence of the wealthy, pavishes were given

the power to astablish select or representative vestxias.s

53 aﬂﬂ é w. “ﬂé M.’ L. 2,’ S". 2 aﬂﬁ 9 ﬁn 1 Ca ? i‘-}' 1.

“M-, P. 108,
%y 3 6. WL, C. 14,
S £ Sreet Britain fn




These select vestries were to consist of not more than
tweaty and not less than five representatives. In voting
for the representatives, a system of plural voting on the
basis of poor reate assessment was instituted, Paid sssisge
tant oversears could also be appoloted. The representarive
vestry did not bowever prove to be very popular. After
reaching a maxisum nuaber of 2,668 in 1828, it began to
diminish thereafcer.®
The thicrd kind of Foor Law sdministrative structure
was established by Gilbert's ict of 1782.7 By this statute
parishes were peraitted to unice for the purpose of sdmini-
stering poor relief. Paid gusrdians, appointed by the
magistrates, were to take over the task of granting relief
vhilat the overseers were only left the tssk of assessing
and collecting the pour rate. In 1834 the total ousber of
Gilbert’s ict unions only ammunted to 67 embracing 224
parishes, mainly in rural distriets ia south-east Eagland,

Esst fmnglia, the Hidlands, Westuorland and Ybukah&re.ﬁ

¢, P, 117.

722 Ga IIK' ﬁ& @3, K., da &ﬂh%ﬂiﬂit&, ?fﬁgkﬂi*v Bogs Lo
gcial Security, Bermes: New York, 1961, ¥, 83.

Foor, mmxdatmma: xmmt,cnuuty'ﬂaunailg 1964,
Eaglend's Hoad, ¥. 68;




In sddition to the select and upen vestries end
the Gilbert unjons, Farllauent had established hy 2 pumber
of local acts a variety of adminlatrations such ag¥§&1a¢t
Vestry of the Parish of 5t. George's Hanover 5qusve and the
Boards of Guardians of the City of Bristol.’

One of the duties of the Poor Law sdministrations
was that of raising money from local taxetion., The Elfiza-
bethan statute hed enscted that the costs of poor velief
ghould be defrayecd from the tazation of the ''locsl and
visible property’'. tvhatever the lateat of the mtatute, in
prasctice the burden had been placed almost exclusively on
lagd and houses .19 Fundbolders, profitmakers and ship-
owners were exempted from the rates.ll The poor rate was
levied on the cceupler and not the owner of the property

though labourers' cottages in the country weve frequently

UIThe énn - ster, 1817, Vol, LIk, London: ¥aldwin Crade
duek anﬂ Jay, 181&, where the Report of the 3Select ﬁummit&aa
on the Poor Lews of 1617 is produced in its wnhiraty, . 267,

2& Bode
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exewpt. In the cheaper tenements in many towas, the tax
could not be collected. Yet the propristors got a rent
which i8 increased in the exsct proportion of the rate
which is duwe, but impossible to collect . In the manuface
turing cities this taz evasion was 2 serious problex
leading to & movement from the Poor lsw authorities of
soue of them -~ such a8 Birminghas, dAsachester and Coventry
== €0 v&te owners when the vecuplers could ant ysy.lg la
some cases the poor rate reached such proportions that it
beceme unprofitsble to ferm the land and estates were lefi
urc iltivated, In 1832 in the paxishes of Lenhen aad
Ardingly ia EKent, and Hinckley fn Leicestershirve soue of
the lan<d was not farsed beceause of the poor :&tﬁ.13 Ia
Buckinghaashire, the entire land of the perish of Choles-

bury was uncultivated in lﬁﬁﬂ.la Lenthal, thropshive was
in a8 sisilay predicasent in 1@17.1§

gy y A i 2 ool ¥ B S 1S :
B W " , e BB 005 4 ,.‘4.':,’”‘ b Pl L L ﬂ;‘e N

£ ﬁ( ; ERE 000 BEMT YOSEatlory Ok

; L : mﬂm - Mia rw- ﬂ., 1&3’73 #e ﬁé*?;;‘




10

with tbhe repi ' .:8¢ i the price of wheat, & susig
staple in dilet, Poor Law expenditures rose rapidly becween
the 1780's an! lilJ -- more Lbuu tri'livg o reach seven
million povnds, Between 1:1. and 121, ..or wow eapendi-
tures diminisved with the Jecline in «hea. prices and &
resurgence in ecouomic activity besed largely on the

expected opiu. .z 0. Lorel,u Jarkans.lﬁ

T0iB edgectation
failed to materigliie. The decline in demand for silitary
supplies and the Jewcbilization oi soldiers @o. sailors i
1815 produceu larze-scale unewployuent « 181>, 1017 and
1818, Hence tocor Law expenditures rose rapi.ily co reach

a maximum of seven and s half million pounas i+ 1uUl8.
shereafter the expendlcures declined to five aund a half
million in the mid twentlics bHut incressed sgain to 183&.17
2.penditures on the poor varied rreatly fron place to
place being ge.erally hir™ 1 the south anl sast of
£n-land and low im the north and west., in LEJs ia Bedford-
shire the annual expenditure was 1:/11 per heac o! popule-

tion; 1inm Buckinchamshire, 1./5; iIn Berkshire, 14/2;

in Cambridge, 12/8; 1in Cheshire, 6/1t; in Cornwsll, 5/1(

15,., 3. Gayer. e Wa Eostaw and &, bchwartz, (rowth an:
cjons of th 1tish Leogomy 1750-15350, Vol, 1,
Oxford, Clarireocn Prasa, 19’“, . 111,

175ee Appendix 1I.
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in Comberland, 316.1d

The level of poor expeaditure craste! & Jruds dedl
of opposition ~~ not >r1ly because oo iLs amouni wui alsoc
becaver o 13 ineyuitadle pevrmccal anc locel iooi foow.

In genersal the aoministrative structure aa¢ the
levying «{ the leecal poor rates were relatively siaple wod
uneo- plicated, The distrabution of poer velie., wn the
other hand shove” very reat variation {rom Goe part of
the kiason £9 the other. bseetion I of tue ulirabelin.
Aet o7 1801 define? which perg/ns were to be relievec by
the osversears. Relief was o he grantec to the aged, lawe
and ispotent, The uiewploved sble~bosuisd mnue ghilucen
vere ¢ be set to work, By Seetion 3 of the ot poor
¢kil ren couls he bound se apprentices. iy section & of
the "¢t cversesrs were eunpowered to erset bouges ur Lo
relief of the ptmz'."g

Betwean Lol anc 16 distributlds . felics btook
on a oreat variety o iorma. lbere were wou Lrowd cles~

gifications of relier -~ iavoor auu outiour, The [y

laFua, , bupplewentc, «. 14,

L3ugehrote, The sn-lish :oor sew, L. 7.
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desaribine the condition whareby the poor vere nranted ree-
liel in the wurkhouse, or poorbouss aund the latter all
other kinds of vellef,

The pour bouse bad iictle order wr discipline.

it consiaved usually ol a cottage or seversl gottsous,

used indiscrimivately ag ‘ree lodgings for some f the
parish pensioners, us an ocessional receptagle ‘ur the
disabled and sics aac as & tesporary ebelter ‘or trasps
and fox paupers a<pitlay rewwval Lo oches pavishes .30
Lameel -hitoread the hrewer, was iatereste’ iu the condi-
tim ot the poor. His esiate ageal's report oo tim pooc
bouse in the pariad »f{ Heyoer, Bedicsdsiire, alzy reveals
a condition o) filth and disorder,

ihe soribouse was & oucsh warae Laporiant institu-
Ciwn sor the reliel »f the poor. By the Deriorie- of the
nisetecsth century, 1t bad suparceded most of the poor
hﬁuses.il Between 1315 and 1718 four thouss " and uingty-
four purishes seiuteined the ~reater part v Jhwerr posr in

K

workhouses -- che nuwber voerdgiog 95,147 persons,”

ke, i, Fo 214,

“ "’ ‘,‘,.‘ "’ e Wl ‘. o .a\;’ o 052 e A W,': H
Comeaons, larch 1813, Bl 1.




15

buring the pariod lelo«30 the workhouse bhad several dig-
tiaet usee -- as 8 place for the pro!/itahle emploveent of
the poor, as a ~estervent aand as an asyviua tov the iupotent
PIIT,

The poos who were [reguently relieved in the work-
bouse werae the children, the oly, the chyonicelly infirm
aat the lunzntics or *he i iosp, in ceneval, the aduinie
stratizn of the worwbiwae. wes lax, There was freyuently no
attempt t. clazagify the pour or to sepsvate the sexes, The
gi™ of the overseers wee merely Lo keep the poor zlive,

The - orrhouse was distinruished lrow the puor
bouee by 1ts provision > & com-un lel, a common Jisel-
plire aas velar o er Uwe conteol o0 & governar or malTon,
tptep s o provide wery in the workhouss 28 a seans ol
prn_ finoly esplosiae the puoy were sporsiically tried duce
in: the period, Liverpool vorikhouse manufactured cotiton
clorh, rendal worithouse hegan the smaufacture of coarse

Wuj

sacking in Lovrle stapleburee produced sscke, bags and

]

leather gaa@a.”ﬂ “enex, oohus pleking and the maous-
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facture of sacks, ropes and cavvas were coumon worklrmse

aceupatimus.g‘

In genaval, the bopo ol meking the poor
provide for thelr uwa upkeep did nol «eel with success.

The rules varied frow place to place. .. Lbe overe
seers vere cenevolently iloaclined, the dletery woul o
libeval with perhape peraissive to rocke 2ad av cllowence
of beer or gin. Ihe workhouse was trequently wver-ira 267,
It wves escimated Lhet the Brisgel ockbouse coull take J.0
iomates confortably yetl betwseas L8200 sud LWow, 420 ionate:
was the lowest esitirife o ﬁumbﬁra.?ﬁ w2 E LT G T dlet
in bhe workbouse war betier theu tie ong the inuepen e..

27

labourexr eocul” siiova, The 00 Lin bud sabd.. (0 X

pressed their disapprovscion w1 che workbouse fan the
follovin sy

eosdit Y L8¢ TR KeBEET i BES w7 Laden w0l
bouse 19 2 large alwshouse, in which tbe yo.ag arve
reaines 1t wuleners, Lonuveats, 4.1 vaie) e T loe
podie: oeincained in sluggish sensual indolence;
the aze” am o br regpuctable evpoge’ £ all e
misecry that is fucident to <¢welliny in sueh a

25?:‘ Jo ﬁ?ithn m 4341 £ Y sugtaad il
Wepisiol Corpavetion, t. 1415,

371&&”., ¥, 16: Thomes dackey, o History af the kneliash
M’ E-ﬁ]j"ﬁvﬁjw%, ﬁ’. < . hi} ¢ &»ﬂ&é {.7‘3., N"Jln lil 1‘«1“&*} f’ :“’4
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society, without governsent or clessificetion,

aud the whole body of immetes subsistec on food

far exceeding both iu kind eand in amount, nont merely
the diet of the independent labourer, but that of
the =ajority of the persons who countribute to

their support.

The vorkhouse wes, in some cases, used as a deter~
ent and as a weans of determining the eligibility of the
pauper for relief. This 'workhouse principle’ wes to
form one of the bases of the reforms introduced by the
1834 Foor Law ‘mendment Act, HReforms using the workhouse

28 a deterrent wers introduced by CGeorge Nicholls in

Southwall (Hottingbewsghire), publicised by him in the

seoComainted Lo so regulating parish rvelief, aus
to ensure ite asn-sceeptance unless under cirs
cunstances % sctusl waut, such want being at
the sa=e time always ceortsin of f% ing the

relief of which it stood in need. Y

ZEE!?.EZE Law Hepore, ©. 13=34,

29&@@ the review of Bosworth's paaphlet in the Gentleman's
OB 1k ,:,';: b Pt. I, JYXKI@ 1%’24” Pa 53@”5&1‘@'

Hew York: 1898, Vol. 11, 5. P. ot s «ma,?. AT
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In this way ''there should be nothing to temspt peocple to
look to the parisb {nstead oi relying on their own sxec~

tiaas.‘Bl

Emplovaent of paupers, payoeats ol peuper reuts,
and allowences to the able~bodied employed workers weve sll
abolished by 1823, The lax sdministration ok the workhouse
vas abolisbed. The building and yards enclosed by walls,
a8 competent masier &nd matrom appointed and a set of
rules establishec. Reliet wes ouly granted to those who
entered the workhouse, Yith che restraints on Che paupers,
they were unwilling to enter unless sbsolutely forced by
pressure of dive meed, In thie way the poox rate divin-
ished. Hicholls’ a2pproach was eimilar to that adopted in
1318 by the Zevevend Robert Lowe in the uearby toun of
Biagham.33 Nickolls' methods were sdopted in the parishes
of wey (Gloucastecrshirve), Penzence (Cormwall), it. wer~
burgh (Derbhyshire) and Coockham,

Hicholls' approach of using the workhouse as &

test of need for relief and &s a detervent to thoese who

3lipid., P. 230.

323, p. #arshell, "The ¥ottinghamshire mafarmmma and their
cautrihutian tm the Hew ?mﬂr Law ", :wu~w , @H nry Dae
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would use it d1d not epread very widely in the léii's. &4
variety of wethods for granting outdoor relief was prace
ticed in the 15 years following the end of the Hapoleonic
Wars. The variocus wethods for reliewving paupers included
apprenticeship rchemes for psuper children, a system of
doles and pensions, the employnent of the sble~bodied and
the subsidisacica of wages from the poor rete.

The system of appreanticing paupsr children had
been ssnctiamed by Section 1 of the EKlizebethan Aot of
1801, Three apprenticeship sethods were used during the
period. Iodividual children could be dound to e mestexr in
consideration of a premium, Fsuper children could be
8lloted amomg the ratepsayexs of the parish who were come
pelled to accept ther or pay & fine., Children could be
sent in large mumbers to work in factories. The last of
thase three wethods met with considerable objections from
magistrates of Yorkahire and Lancashive becsuse of the ine

bumaaity of the systam.jj

Its investigation by a select
committee of che House of Commons lad to an act fo 18lb

which limited the distances to which cbiidren could be

3 : f_.‘, 22 ¥

Bepoxt from the Select
Bouse of Comsousg, 19 Hay

£

R D)

k 3 ar s ok g N
o M 35, B e O < i G RT3 oo a5 BN i ol
}) - ﬁ07 *

NT B
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LEBL 8% apprentices &ud eaie the Juscices divecily rvespone
sible for cheir weliare.”® ‘the ayscen of «dlloluing peuper
chilives amwong catepayers veried grestly fvom place Lo
plagse, lo some, children mere sllocated by lot, in others,
by whe aaount ol én indivicuel's poor rete. The slloca~
Cion aystez was systemetically esploved ta all pevizhan
from Cornwall to ?@mkwh&ww,ii vauper childven, however,
bae & bad cepuiation ano esployers ocvcasionally preferved
others 88 appreatises., In bristol, sicer aboel iy,
shipowners preterzed nou-paupsr ehildres as apprentioes «-
gven though they bad to pay & L fiue fov edch vonepaupex
agp::atiﬁe.ja The system of appeenticeship of peuper
children even after the pusssge of the 1BLS aec was fax
fros ideal. 7The spprestice wmes caugdt betveen overLewrs
who sought Lo get rid of bis or ber as owpesitiously as
feasible end an employer who sought to make bis or her

provide a prailt es guickly ss poasible,

455 6, 111, C. 139, he, 58
Tore and Lirabae 1810, Vol. v;,”f; 1067-1065,

3hebb, Lousl Pt I, re 209,
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The system of sppresticeship appealed bo overseers
28 belug & weans of reduclng coste. Jimilar reasoas
existed oo, ot lessc inmitially, for the granting of peu-
sions to widows, ani to the ispotent, In this way the
oversesr could iy less than the smount whieh swuld he
necessaxy for the .pheap ol the pauper ia the workhouse.
it was quite cuwron o graat pensions o widows of amounts
reaging from L/~ to 5/+ 2 weas an' woaally 1/9 fur esch

legitivate aud 2/- for esch illegitimate chilc,d?

An ret
of 180, required that & ~evily slloweice was to be pranted
to the wi.a of each militia san called up Jor aarvicﬁ.ag

In soe cases rellef was granted io kind. In the parish
oi Tysoe, sarwichshirve, ussistance wes ccoasionally granted
fn the fors of sbelter, fuel or furniture. In Suffolk and
turrey, %r. Macleen, one of the Asgistant Foor Law Commism-

sioners, .cund the payseat of paupurs' rent was universal

in 1%&4.39 dr. iveady, also un ssisteant Comwiselomer,

E o

A

3643 €. 111, C. 47, Elle Halevy, Zuglen’ fn 1815, Londen:
Bonn, 19&&. e 386,

?» l?“l&u




found the practice of paylug rent 'to praveil to a grester
U

or leas degree throughoub the west “ading . | is Lheven-

ing Yarish in <ent, coal was sold by the parish co the

41 Deayw-

poor AU price cost during the winter of 1821,
desert parish (carwicksnive) geve rwenty-aine bundved
veights of coal to the poor in laal.QE Lranbrooke parish
built cottages for the poor in L815 because of cthe high
cost of rean.&ﬁ
The contract aystew was one of Lhwe wethods used
especially before 1ElL of getting rid of the odium and
probless of relieving the puor. larisbes would coentrsat
with individuals ¢o provide for woweon aud children, luna-
cics, the sick ete., In sowe cages all of the puor were
contracted out. The buudred saall psrigshes of the city

of London used thie method for indoor tali&i.éﬁ The

w;m-, PR 16‘0
4Yuolling, Iue roor, F. Lok,

42:3114am Cooper, The B 1g of Besudesert
trdex, Leeda: Jian hlhehcaﬁ Lusl, ¥. Jd.

4melling, The lgoxr, v. los.
4é4:0bb, Lopgsl
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abuses of the system led te its reguletion in 1&15.&5

ihe systeme of poor relief around which most of
the discussion ceotred in the eavly 1800's were the pro-
vision of work tor the unewmployed snd the subsiiizatica of
wages from the poor rece. The latter systenm of relier,
uswally celleu che spocnrawlant ysten bedess visespress

aiter its avopiion fu Hewbury, Berkshire oo the sth of

-

Hay 17§J.&“ ive Justices together with seversl diserest
persons agreed o wake up the wages of the labourers
aceordic: to & scele dopemient onw the price of cors and
the size oi Loa fawily. They denided thae,

sben che Gallon Loaf of Yecond [qualitv] ¥lour,
wighing 81b, 11 ~rsm. shall EAe? 3 4 ’- Be

Then every poour and infustrious waa ehsll have
for bis wm support 3 s, weekly, either produced
by big owno or his feeily’zs labour oo an sllowance
{irom Che poor rater aad for the support of his
wife and every other of his femily, 1 8. 5.,

«hen the Gelice loaf shall cost 1 &, 4 4,

Then every poor gu’ industrious zen shall bave
& 8, 3 4. weekly for bls own, and 1 s. and LU 4,
for the support of every other of his family,

438y 45 @, 1LY, C. 54, ‘icholls, Zaglish Foor Lews,
valn II' ?o 145-

40anaiish Ri gl oguneats. (Lidi~LBad) ed, ¢, apine
all and £. ﬁmnhamy waith, London: Lyre pad Suotiiswode,
¥. 414, The nave of the system cane fyom the part of
Hewbury ~- speeabanmland =~ where the eegisirates meb,
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And 8o in proportion, 85 the price of bLread
rise or falls (that s to say) 3 d. ¢o the =an,
and 1 d. Lo every other of the 1&m11g oY evary
1 d, which the loaf rise above 1 8.%

Similar scales were adopted in weny sveas, afver
1315 when the scales bopaa to be considared uo be in-
Jurious and expenzive Lhere wag & .wveeweant o Llowsr the
scale of relief,??

The Berksbire Justices weeting wes called because
of the 'grest inequality of ilsbourers' wages end the ine
sufficiency of the sawse for the necessary support of an
induatricus maa ssd his faamily. ey parishes bad not
“advanced their labourers' weekly pay in propoxtiosn te
the very high price of acrn and provisieas’.*’

The meeting anrees thet the stare of the puor re-

quired further assistence than hed been gensrslly

given’.ﬁg The wisieapeoad adoption of the Hpeeshamland
Systes uas facilitaied and expedited by the paseing of

4l 3pnit : ; ial Ristory, of. Yichael -,
mim, bmxiom mwzmmm, WM, F. L33,

“gmebb, Local Sewergserk, Yoo b, 0. 18l«5.
ﬁg&ﬁv&tﬁi&&m&nt in thﬂ Reading 26 spedl 1745,

ﬁﬁﬁlnnte& of the deeting of the Berkebire Justioes May 6,
1735, Ibid., P, 414,
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an act which sllowed the grauting of outdeor relief to the

poQx., 31

The negistrates could, of course, heve declded to
attempt sonc other oeens for che relie. . the pour., They
had coneidered some . .rn 5 zintuoes wase resulasion bub
bad rejected L& as beln, wnexpedient . The ! ftole ma, i~
strates ou the other hand had resolved, ' that the mewbers
sor this county be reguested by the chairwsn co briun &
%111 intw :azlisnest 8¢ to re:vlate the price o labour

that it =ay .luctuste with the price ot gultu .‘M

& winus
wye DAll was Intrpe .ced ia the Houwse +f Cowmouns by Tanwel
whitbread, T-cles Crey am! the #4,Ps, Tor .wifolk. It was
however rejected without o diision in hoth 17% and vhen
it wvas reintroduced s 1&4}&.33 Jive's oppositien o the
Love Bill echoed Liis pasition on che 1795 hill, ' he
DeRASGEE a0 proposed strucs blw se hinbly Liproper. it
want o introduce legislacive intectereance inte Chat whisk

ought to be ellowed invarvienly Co Laxe ils onaturel

515, @, 111, €. 23, ‘schrott, Epszlish

:}zm‘b, Local “uvermgnt, re. I, 7, 174,




course,., >

An alternstive way of Jdealing vith the problesm of
low weges was that of just siwly leaving thea alone.
Ageording to Villiers, an anpistant Poor Law commissicmer
in 1834 it was apprehendsd by many at that time, that
elther the wages of labour woul' cise to 2 hoizht from
which it woule ve difiieult Lo reduce thes .Leo the ceuse
for it heJ ceases ox, that the labauvers wuet face stage
vation.?? 1be latter solution was, ol course, ucaceeptable
-~ gspeclally in a country at wer, withbout sn el{ficient
police force and woere food rviots head slreasdy been widese
ptuad.ﬂé

The Lpeenbmnland Yyetem becerne very widespresd in
its spplication not sirply because it was an Lmuediste
answer to a pressiey problen but also because 1t way, st
the tixe, the rost advaatageous way of neeting the M-
eulty. #n increase of wages alther by weans of =iatamm

wage lezislation or by sllowing the wages o rise to meet

1ped., . 419,
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thelr eorpetitive level would have forced the farmer to
pay more in wages and the landowner ©o veccive lesg im
rent. - systen ol subsidird~e wages f.oun the poor rate
kept thens low -« thus vedounding to the dissdvantage of
the unsarried labourer, the labouver with & mwil family
god those smell 1sruc0s or eswll businesssen vho eaployed
no lebour,
The peenbaxlend systen spread repidly throughout

Emgland sfter 1735. The rebbs swincained chat the systes
was adoptec ‘iv principle, at wme time or snother, by
practicaclly everv rursel perish outsi:e Rorthusherlan~
of which they ha2d exenmined the recar&s.&? It weg in the
south end cest ther the systea was most prevalent,

In Suffelk, ‘ussex, Bedfor-shire, Buckinshawshire,

Borgetshize snd Wwiltshire, the plap of paylag

wages out of the posrergte, has besn carried to

the grestest extest. Norfolk Huntingdumshire and
Devoashire ave likewine afflicted by it.

The 'elect Comnittee on the Poor Lews of 1828
agreed with the oplnion of the Labourera' Wages Cowmittee
stativg that the alluowance system prevailed "very genars

3h.ebb, Local Soverumeet, ¥t. I, P. 161,

) g On Lesonrary

House of wommons, & Jupe 1626, P 3.

" . L .
PEILY o 5 4 o fing o g s I
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e¢lly in several scuthern counties''. ¥

In Kent, however,
the allowance system was not widely adcp&ad.&a 1t sppears
that in the decade and a balf after the Mapoleonle wars
the system was slowly introduced into the Worth of Emgland,
It was, for exawple, introduced into the West Riding of
Yorkshire fn 1826.%% 1t was not until 1826 thar en sllow-
ance aystem was found in verious psrics of Hottinghamshirve,
Ia thset year, nlaety south Nottisgbawnshire parishes were
giving alloweances -~ but only to labourers with four or
more children.%? The report of the Royal Comeissioners
of 1834 affivmed the view thet the sllowance system was
wore prevalent in the zouth and east then the north and
west., In the four counties vhich they rvegarded as belag

typical of the south and east of Englend (Bedfordshire,
Barkshire, Buckinghasshire and Csubridgeshire) the come-

missioners reported that, of ninety-two parishes only

- - -‘,L‘t B A EN §

A WIS A L P .l o *im
B s ﬂmuua “of ﬂammuma.



27

twenty-one did not grant allowsnces. In the three typie
cally northern and western counties (Cheshire, Cornwall
and Cumberland) of the elghty purlshes which reported
fifty~two did not grant an allowesce.?

The effects of the Spesenhamland systen weve dis~
astrous. Since it was largely immaterial to the worker
who received an sllowance frum the parish whet bis pay
wRs, wages were kept down, There were grest variations
in wages., Speaking of the counties in the scuth snd west
of England the Labouvers' Wages Cownittee stated that ‘In
some of these counties wages are eight or nine shillings;
in others, five shillings; and im some psrts they have
been and gre #o low as three shillings & week for &
single nan, fomy ehillinge and sixpence for z wman and bis

wite, 3

There vere great vavietions even within 2
county., In one part of Kent the lowest weger pald 'ware
in one pariah, sizpence; in four, eight-pence; in eleven,
one shilling and sixpence; in four, two shillings; aud,

in the greater number, one shilling per dny“.aﬁ

63Poor Law Report, Supplement, P, I-4,
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These wide variations could take place because of
the operation of the Speenhamlend System and the Lews of
bettlement,

In addition to depressing the wage rote and lisite
ing the mobility of labour, the systew led to the spreadi.

b6 in the vievw ¢’ the

of peauperism throughout the country.
wany eritie~ of the systes it alwo destroyet o came wesy
to destreying the independent charscter -7 the sorker,
sad, by xewovin-e the econoric disadvantases of aacriaze,
encourazed early and iwmprovijeny sarriaces.

The “peanhamland “weten has heen devised Lo wmeat
the problen presente’ by the hiash price of whest, Howe
ever, following tha end ot the w#ar, 1t bezan to ba in-
ereazinsley apparent chat 2 navw probler was [aging parts of

the comery -« that or loeal avarpnpnlatiam.&7

ﬁa?or a view vhbich conixadicts this contemporary opinion
see M, Blesue Tha Mymb mf tha ﬁiﬁ Puer Law and the Making
araal of Beonomic Mistory, AXILL, We, 2,

Juse ljxd, £ 131—?& s Thm “wnr Lﬁw fieport Aeexamined,”
VYL Y Lo g Histoey, o4V, ta. &, Leseaber 1iug,

i ff¢-24;. ﬁlauw M&iﬂﬁ&iﬂ% thmt che ula Loy Law was

essentislly a device for deamling wich the probless of strue~

turel unemployuent and substsndard wapes in the ruval seetor

of the ecounowy.

674, zash, ‘Bural Usemploywest 1815-34 , Ecpooaic Histovy
W, VI’ Ho. 1’ Uetobar 1@:}5’ ¥, W*glﬁ.




This problem was execerbated by the laws governing
those who had the right to receive relief in a pavish, 1In
genersl a settlement could be acquired by birth, warriage,
occupation of a tenement of 10 ansual velue, forty days'
residence without removal, serving an annusl public offi e,
and contributiny to the public taexes of a parish.ﬁg By an
&ct o 1735 persong were removable ifrowm the perisb only
when they had becoue coargeabls, aund not, as bad formerly
been the case, when 1L wwe snticipated that they would b@.ﬁg
since & large percentage of c¢he populstion was vecelving
relief duripg the period thean the laws of settlesent
would affect 2 large awumber. Tbe possibility of moving
itom one parish o aavther to find work was therefore
very linalcad.

Various sethods were used during the period to

provide lor the employment of the unssployed pauper.

There were parish farms, work on the roads, the roundswan

ﬁﬂm ¢. 11, ©. 12, ,8 statutes
G Mgt e i “‘; oe S il e .“ FQ 1&4.

m% 35;;{}, e G0 ﬁ,, 'R u_‘

6355 3, 11y, €. 101, /scheotl, suslisy
?& 1&!




systes and the labour rate,

The parish farms at Cranbrook and Benenden, Rent,
at at Boldre, Hawpshire, were used in part to provide
work for the unemplagmﬂ.7@ The Heouse of Commons was sufe
ficiently interested in the idea to pass legislation in
1819 sllowin, parishes to provide land not exceeding
‘twenty acres in the whole' for che emplovaent of the
pooxr and vo set thes to vork and pay them as 1f they were
agricultural labourers.

Attempte were wade Lo provide employment for local
advantage. The poor were esaployed on yoad couetruction.
The zoney to eamploy the poor could be provided by the
poor rate or private subsoviption., In 1816 & new road
from Comlbrockdale to wellington was constructed and the
streets of Salisbury were peved., In both cases the money
was raised by public subsoription end used to employ the

paar.7l Parish funds were also used for the sewe purpose.

Fulborough, Essex spent 318 Os O4d. in 1846 on road

70uebb, Local Government, ¥t. I, ¥. 230-1; Melling, fhe
‘,,__,vv_fw;_fﬁwLﬁ&ﬂ&ﬁ&@L&m 1817, ¥, 187,

LiGW1, rerc 3. Lomdon: Nichols, bon ead Bentley, 1816,
Y. 55 ant F. 363,
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work , 1% Bristol provided work for the unemployes by the
lovering of Redeliff Hill, the “steyning’ of Bristol
streets and stmma-breekina.73 Knockbolt (Kent) westry
passed resolutions on Febyuary 72, 182! auv January 14,
1823 governing the pay of paupers esgloved . the voads,
Tysoe parish (-arvicukshire) made use of road work in 1827
and 1823.7%
{ne obvious way ol wmestios the prables of overe
population wag to encouwrace emi ration, Jelest Commitlees
of the Houze of Commons to study the matlter were estabe
lished in 1225 and 14927, Verlissent had woted <50,000
in 1823 to assist emicration to British Worth Amecics.
in 1825 2024 men, women and childrern received goverosent

7> Individual pavishes

assistance to aid them to eni;jrate.
found it ro their advantage to pay for paupevs’ ewlgracion

rather than to pay for thelr uphkeep ladefinitely. Cran-

"the ‘unma gter, 1826, London: Baldwin, Cradeck and
&@y 1627, F, a3~4&.



brook parish vestry minutes for Octeber 3, 1827 show this
kind of caleulation. Biddenden and Staplebucst parishes
were willing to subsidire esigration of ﬁ&uywrs.ya In
some cases parvighes were willing to help a wan sigrate
from the parish ts enothexr., Tysoe, warwickshire nave a
=81 °3 to take his family o xandﬁm.?y

The &wo rogl isracteristic aeany o) veliéviug
the unesployed {o the 1810's were the roundendn acd the
labour rale aystems. By the rouadssse systes the pariszh
agreed to sell to the employer the labour of cue or more
paupers at a certale price. The difierence between thet
sus and the sllwvance wes paid out of parish funds, The
sllocation of peupers eculd be dove by auciion, beallot or
rotation. The systew wae adopted by wsay parisbes in

Kent, Hottinghamshire in the lﬁﬁﬁ'ga?g

In Tysoe, Yar=
wickahirxe, the system was operatinmg fa 1610 but by Jasueyy

1820 the systewm bad beea brought to an end.’’ In Dxforde




shire there were some emsmples of the use of the syster ip
the 1770 s but wost arve frow & later daca.ﬁﬂ The first

recorded attempt to establish a lsbour rate I Lesex was

fn 1824 81

The effects of the roundsman system were deplors
able. The Hewsoncs maiatain that,

The coubination of the lpeeunbanlen. wyaben vita
the doundsman usystem provuced walversal PRUPELLE o
¢ wman could not get any help from the cates une
less be was destitute, asd unless b , oG help
from the rates be gould not obtein enplovwent, Tov
a {farmer would not pay & men l0s. @ week when he
could employ the roundswan at hall thet sum. Iree
uovenent frow villege to village wa: thecked by
the settlement lews. Nor were the lsbourexs the
ouly viectime} the yeowsn and suall faruer who
spent little on wages had to pay part gg the
vages bill of chelr richer reigobours.

The Labourers’ -ages Gonsities reunaly condemned
the system. Dy the systen,z labourer had nv inceative
te work bard an. be naturslly beceme ‘an Ldle oo care-

lesy labourer .@5 feople vho b’ wo need ol Jsvw lebour

Shvareball, vp,Cit., F. 380,




were forced to pay for labourers, # surpluas population
¥as encouraged. By far the worst consequence of the syse
ten is, the degradation of the character of the labouriag

class. 84

The labour rate system developed ss a wodification
of the Roundswman system in the lﬂaﬁ's.aﬁ By it,an aygrea
ment was made by the occuplers of land that they wouls
employ at weges fimed by the parish their guota of the
uneuployed. The quots was determined 1o a variety of
ways -- accovdian to the proportion of the rental, vatable
value, acreage, aumber of horses ror tillage, or agcording
to some other scale -- irequently irrespective of their
requiresents .or labour.?® The varieiy of methous ens
ployed points to ooe diffioulty of the systes. It was
bhard to find & metbod which was rair to sll. Since the
syetem was reslly illegal uatil 1831 it was possible for
one mén to torpado the schame by siwply re:using to join

2G50 F’m; Iﬂ Fc 1?50

P, 38-3%,
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or by witbdrawing.87 The effect of the system was to the
disadvantage of the independent labourer. It was evident
that an employer would dismise his independent labourers
since he was obliged to employ the labour-rate workers.
During the period 18153 to 1830, it had become
evident to many contemporaries that there was a need for
some drastic overhaul ot the whole system of the ¥oor
Laws. The freedom of the individual worker wes impeded
by the Laws of Settlement., The independence of the worker
was being sapped by hiz reliance on the support from the
parish. Wages and poor relief were indistinguishable.
It was also apparent that some drastie new departure in
the adwinistration of the Poor Laws would be essential
if reforms were deemed essential, sionce the vestries and
guardians could not be relied on by themselves to bring

about the necessary changes.

1827, Houaawaf Cammana, 1623"“F."137. thn'&useinwfnlatter.
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 THE POOR LAWS

(ne group of thinkers who hisblighted the dancer~
of the Poor Law and who sujpgested a way o dealinr with
the problen were the ecoaomists, 3y en exanivation o
population growth, the development of the wesns oF sube
sistence and the determinants of wagzes they srrived at the
conclusion thet the Foor lawe could mot accomplish their
aim -- the elinination of poverty. Indeed they went
further. The Poor lews execerbsted the condition thet
they were dasizoed tu relieve, The economists' recus-
rended thet the sppropriste sovernment poliey wes to
abolish the Poor Laws.

In order to wnderstand their reaso: . and thely re-
jection of various reforms proposed in the early decades
of the century, it ig necessary to examine cthelr views
on the role of goverament and the individual in the

ROOLIDY »

In general, the economists believed that seouomin
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institutions are not oaly vatural but also spontaveous.
The major wotivatiang force is individual self-ifotecest =-
the words of the Scots ecomomist Sdam Smith "the aaturel
effort of every individual to better his own gondition”.
It 18 not from the beanevolence of the butcher, the
brewer or the baker that we gzpect cur Jisner but frox
their regard for their cwn 3elf*int&£&ﬂﬁg“1 SPOBLATANUR
self-geekiny sct'on on Jhe part o. consuxers sad pro-
cucers is brought iatuo narmony by the sechenlen of the
maxket and the spur of cospetition, Fach indieidual in-
temds here only bis owm sein but ‘be i, in this, 5 in
aany cases, le” by an invisible hand to prowote sn end
which was no pazt of his dnteation ‘g Thus the prize
object ol govermwent policy shouvld be to {ree trave and
gwgep away all obwtaecles to it. 1t Zoer nol mesn, howe

ever, thet the state has no role., It mast provide lew

and order in the society an? protection {rowm other ntates.3

lidam Smith, The : ed, ¥, Cennan, London:

Hethuen, Voi. 1. 1961, o T

2inid., P, 477,
Ratione, Vol. 1X, P. 213 and 211,
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The thicd

secand last duty of the sovereign or commonweslth

is that of erecting and maintefning those public

fastitutions and those public works, which,

though they may be la che highest deycwe advan~

tageous to a great soclety, are, howaver, of such

& neture, that the proiit could never repay the

expence to any individual or small number of indie

viduals, and which it thersfore vannot be sapecter

that auy individual or smzll aunber of iadividuals

should arect or maintein.
The purposes of these public works arve to !acilitste 'the
conmerce of society end the education of the yﬁ@pla'.ﬁ

The other econowists generslly asreed with

Smith's supmnesticas. To Thomas Maltbus, the jnzlicaw
minister and economist, the sovereisn can best help the
country by good govermnment, iwpsrtisl juscice, 2 peacs~-
fol foreign policy, light tssation, the dissemination
of inforwation and sssistance to education.® Jobv R,
MeCulloch, the Frofessor of Political Economy at the
University Collepe of London, believed thn- the wore
individuels are thrown oo their vwn rescurces... the

greater will be the awount of public wealth . But just

@MQ' &:O 2&“0
S1pid., £. 24b.

6Banaz, £o 14le2,
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&8 there is f£rictionm and resistance of wetter 8o oo,
there are feelings, paseions and prejucices {a society

which sust be allowed fﬂr.?

Re therefore recommended
bousing and health regulations, factory lawe, some recoge-
nition of employecs' liability and soue assistence to the
wn&mploy&ﬁ.g Hassau beniow, che first FProiress. ° of foli=
tical Economy at uniord and seaber ol the 1833 roor Law
Comnission, o. the other hand, "avoureu bougin~ reula-
clons and a1l ilor emigratioam but oppuses factory legis-
lation.?

The general presu~pcioa in lavour of egonomic
freedon runs <Lsough the ecusonists' dizcussion of wage
theory. In .cam .aith there is uo ¢lesr-out theory.
Ihere aze, is .ack, secordiry Lo Haney, Lraces of

"wirtually svery timory ever Jeéveloped .13 lhus theve is

7Fram the [reface to Melulloch's ¥rincip

il oF... i & &d,; Hew
York: kéacmlm, 1%1, }. g,z;’n



evidence of e supply and demsnd theory, a wages fund
theory, a productivity theory, and a subsistence theory,ll
Whatever deternined the wages or labour, Smith is clear
on one score -~ be believes that wazes should not be sube

ject to government ragulation.lz

Malthus 2grees that
legislation would be unwise, %he price of labour, he
malntaing, clearly expresses the wants of society

respecting populatiwdilﬁ

bavid Ricardo the millionailre
stockbroker and econowist echoes similar sentiments,

like all other contracts, wepes should be left to the
fair and free cowpetition of the market, and should never
be controlled by the legislature‘.la Ag with smith there
is doubt about the wage theory espoused by Ricerdo, He
maintaing that the natural price for labour "is that

price vwhich i3 necessary to enable the labourers, ome

i & . Vc)l. 1, H- 76"78.

3rd. ed., London: J. Johnsan,'laﬁu,WVol.”xl o168,

L4y, bratfa ané M. H., Dobb (ada.) Dgyig

1952, ?.%lﬁﬁ.
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with acvother, to subeist and perpetuate thetr vace, withe
out either incresse or di~inution. Here Ricerdo stotes
a subsistence theory of wages., However, alsevhere,
Ricardo seems to be suirestin: #» waces-fund ahmmwy.lﬁ
Whatever theory Ricerdo asctually sccepied, his Jigeiples

' populsrizers =« James 4ill, the Heots ecoromist and
radical, John MeCulloeh and Wassau benior, picked up the
wazas-fund theory and accepted (£, Pnr evemple, WMiil
states that 'the rate of wapes depewls orn the proportiom
hetween population end employsent, in other wopds,
Capical” and ‘,..if populstion Incresses, without sn ine
crease in canitel, woges fall; ans that 17 capital
increases, without sn incresse iy population, wares
riﬁﬂ”.iﬁ HeCelloeh 18 in poveement, The rate of «apes
{8 depeonrlent on the proporrior between the labowring

17

populacion and capital, Yenior echoos the views of

3ipid., v. 101,

L8ponald inch {ed.) Jages Mill: felected Leonomic writ-
fngs, i«iioburgn: secotilsb «banumlc umﬂi@tj, L, 1. 430,

JuLl nes af colie . Loouoe, Sinye
tainln@ in 12@ ﬂutir&ty Amﬁullaab'ﬁ mrtiulw iﬁ the
s neralons Zpitanpies v, loliticel conomy , Bew
Iﬂw* &ugwmmm wil&y, P, P Thweds,
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HMill and MeCulloch., “The vate of wages” he maiatains,
"depende on the extent of the fund for the maintenance of
labourers, compared with the nunmbers of labourers %o be
maintaineﬁ“.lg

it follows theu chat the only w2y, of ral ing the
rate of wages are either by rvestrictiv, the growth o
population or by vailslar the fund for the  sintevance of
labour.d” Aoy factor which would encuurepge the zrowrth of
population is to the obvicug dissovontage of worsiers’
living standards., The only means of {ncreazins the fov/
for the mainteasnce of labour I3 by raisin~ the produetie
vity of labour, The efficlercy  lebour can He ineceased
by providin- the intivideal worker sith incentives For
exertion end by freeinm infugtry from the mess of vege

trictions, prohibitions end protective &m:im.m

tdam Smith singled out for sepecizl cosnent one
of those rastrictions which i{mpede’ the froe flow of

productive fectorz., Fros an exeminstion of verious lawe

18Massau wililen venior, Ibree lectures on ¢h
ysgess Ind. ed.; London: J. Muremy, 1831, P,

V., ». v,
Wipgd,, F. IV gnd V.,

144,



wf settlement (lu and l& Sh, X, €, 1:; & Ja. i, €, 17
and § om. sad Ma, G, 1) be s0oro ehot bt ves el o Lly

v pussible for a labourer . gain @ settlewest out.ide his
WL parish.zl By 8 aud 9 wme LLL, €, 30, certiiizcztes o’
settleveni were granted is. the hope of restorin: the free
circulation of lsbour. ut, thioks roith, these preat
hopes were oot realized and quotes the followlng vesy

Judicious observatiun oi i, Buwn’, sethur [ Historv of

the Poor taws:

1t is obvious Ciet there ave divers 290 resson
for requiri: certificates with persons .> dag Lo
settle in aay place...lhat {7 they becone
chargeable, it is certainly koown whither to ve-
move thes, sod the parish 6.1l be peild for eir
removal, and for theiy maintensuce ilo the pean-
time; an . thet if chey {all sick, and cammot bhe
removed, the parisb which zave the certificate
pust paintain them: none of which can be ‘thout
g zertificate. .‘hichk reasons will bold prepoer-
tiongbly f{r parishes nut grantin. certificetes
in ordinary cases; for it is far morve Lhan aa
equal chance but that they will bave the ﬁﬁﬂi%;iw
cated pevsons again axd in & worse condibtion.””

Ath se. ests that

The aoral of this .o rvation sesws to be Do
cextificates ought always o he reguired by the

Zl%ﬂm’ 1','\, 2 LY &2 4 ‘Ji b 9 vﬂl 14 lg M #* 1:3 :“5& L]

?;2;&&& Wy ¥ . 15{3 »



parish where any poor man cowes to reside, end that
they ought very smldaﬁhtu be granted by that which
be proposes to leave.~

To make things just a Little wore J4ifficule, churehwardens

were not obliged to grant certificates of settlement,
Apaxt frow the fact that these settlement laws

are an evidert violatirn oLl caturel libert, and jusiize’,

they have had effect on the wobility of Llosonr wihice iv

obvious in

the very unegual price of labour which we fre-
queatly find 1o Emgland In places . ao preat dise
tance frow one enolher, ...prirdbly owing o Che
obgtruction which the lew oi satclecente glwes Lo
& poor man vho would carry his Lilualey from vie
parlsh to another wiisout & certificate. & slople
man, iaceed, who 18 beslihy and ndustrisvg, way
scoetiwes reside oy suffernise wlisout one; Hut &
zan with & wife and Landly she should attewpt ko
do so, womld in most parishes be save of belng
removed, and ii the single wan s3hould aflerwards
marsy, n2 would generally be semoved lliuewise.
The scareity of hande in cne gacish, therefove,
cannot aluays be relieved by tlwir super-abuae
dance in another, as iy is constantly io
seotland, and, 1 belisve, i all olher cuuatyies
where there is no 4iffieculty of settlesent. In
guch countriles though wausy way sawtines vise

a little in the neighbourhbood of & grest town,

or wherever else theve is ar extracvdinary doam
for labour, and sink gradeally a2s the di:tance
frow such places increnses, Cill thiy tsll omau
to the comeon rate of the country) yet we nevex

23ipid., ¥. 136,
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neet with those sudden and unacecountable (ffer-
ences io the wages of neizhbouring placrs which
ve sometises find in boglend, where it is olten
more i ¥fleule for a pour men " oo s che
artificial boundery of a parish, than sn avn !

A

the zea or a ricvee of high countains, satuisl
boundaries which sowetiwes separate ver, slige

tinctly dz;far&ur rvates of wages in other
countries,*

There is 'scavrce & poor mea in Znglet* o forty yesrs of
age, who has not iv s we psrt of hir Life felt hirself
cruelly oppressed oy this ill-contrived lav of zettie-wots .25
tmith'e attack on the Lews ot ‘etilemsot oply
sealt wich one aspect of the "oor lewr, It wee lefv to
Malthus ta sliver r¥- st=ask o the Pwile breis ~f the
laws crawsalves,
HBis arru ot {8 veally vrey ~irnle, altue zavs,
I think 1 wy frirly nake two postulats, First
that Fry . 15 necessary to the zrigstenpge of o,
gc1ly that the passion hervesn the sexes Ls
~ecessgry and will rezain neavly im it swase t

f&t&t’#.z't

#althus joes not attempi tn prove his poscnlats bug

5t O e

ymta,, +. 157,
Lgpts., F. 147,

Lorhomes fobert Yalthus, First bagew
Lﬂt’&m 2&&%&1&%4 1%@“55 ¥ " Ila




rather, he regards them as beinpg self-evident. From there
he goes on to examine the rate of growth oif populatiom

without any checks. Taking an example, the United btates

of Americas,

««Where the means of subglstence have been wmove
axple, the manners of the people wmore pure, and
consequently the chacks to early meveiapes fewmy,
than in many of the modernm states of hurope, the
population has bYeen found to double itself in
twenty~five vears.

This ratio of incresse, though short of the ute
most power of population, yet as the result of
sctual experience, we will take as our rule and
say, that population when uncheckes, oee on
doubling iteell every €%@ﬂt?*fi?ﬂq§ﬁarﬁ, oY
increases in & -~20metvical racvio.”

n the other band ewamining the rate of growth of
the meanc of gubsistence, he suoreste thar,

» o oy great exevtion, the thols produge of the
Island mizht be incrensed every twenty-five

years hy a quantity of subsisience equal to

what it at present praduces, The nost enthusiss~
tic speculator cannol suppose 3 grester incresse
than thia... Ter this ratioc of incrssse is
evilently arlthneticel. 1t =y pve fairly sald,
therefore, that the mﬁﬁnﬁ(gt subgistence ilncresse
in an srithoeeticsl ratio,®

Thiz ratio, he rucgests, ‘is probably s eceater

4nid., F. 2122,

B1mid., F. 2273,
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increase than could, with reazou, ve expected . ¥He Ls
then, sgain offeriag no proof but vather sumges? ing that
it is perbaps the very best that could ever o ewpascud,
1f then, the two ratios are put together,
ssothe human species wouvld incresse in the ratio
of hy2,4,5,15,32,64 128, 8%, (14, ete, snd subsis~
W% a8 1,2,3,&*‘3' 6,?,&93,1{5’ &ﬁﬂo Iﬁ m
centuries an. & Jquaster, the population would be
to the means of subeistence as 512 to 1, in
thrae centuries ag 4035 to 13 sue in wwe Chousaad
years the difference would Le aluwost incaloulable,
though the prouuce in that tigg would bave Loe
creased to an lzeenge auount,

The natural terdency of population fs to outstrip
the asans of subsisteuce, There wigt tharelore, be some
factors which sheck this tendeasy,

The positive cbech to population, by which i seen
the chech that represses an Increass whieh has

alzea.y begun is confined chiefly, thougb aot ~
perhaps solely, to the Lewes: ocders of sosiecy.~”

This paturel check vesulis in isexy. the other
great check, cthe préevenlive, is cefinec 28 & ioresight
of the difficulcies attendiog the rearing of a fawily .
The effects of these preventive restyelsts upon

marriege are but oo eonspiououg in the couseyuent vices

291had., P. 25-28.
Wpia,, P. 62,
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that are produced iu slwost every part of the world; vices

that are continually involving both sexes In inexztricable

uuhappincss”.jl

The power of populacion so .ax outsirigss tle power
of the earth to produce subsistence

oo that premature ceath muns n BOone shape o
other visit the human rece, The vices of wan-
kind are active and able winisters of depopula=
tion., They sre the precursors in the grest
army of destructiors; sud oftan £1 (s the
dreadful work theggslvesn, But shoule chey feul
in this war of extecslontion, sickly zeasons,
epl.lemics, pastilsace mnd Hlavue, advaace ia
torry Jie arvay, and gieep ol thelr cnmxmseais
and thoussn-g, spwtld suceess os sLli na. -
plete; ~issarzie in vitable fr~lie otalis in tha
rear, and with one aizh.v blow leyels ihe popula~
tion with the rone of the world, <

The choice hefore umu is inceed bleds -- uisary
or wice.

By tuuy, howaver, A#ltdas bed sbllie’ -vand
quite ~con) grably., He has v far wllered ra pricciple
from the forwer kssav e Lo suppuse auother check Lo
population, which doesr not come unde. the weadiny of

vice o aisery . He bas wlse endessosre oo soften

ij., & 49=70,
321pid. . 19140,
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some of the havsbhest conclusions of che [ivsl ﬁ@way“.jﬁ

The new preventive check i3 moral restraint +bi- wlchus
defines as che restraint {rom wsrriage which is not Foi-
lowe! by irreguler gratidications... Maty:i sy 1s oo Le
postponed until & ~an can take upon bhimeul! che resp s -
bility of “vingln; up A Janily 2w, IV nesosarvy, Jn
complere renunciatioe nf aarriarze should groneyo e -
tions prove unfavoursria,

The "althusian principle of population, ‘<t - Zh
the approval of the cther o I.rs o) the Claasical “«ioal.
For benior, one »f the tive ~epgrel propuritiong o U

theorecic brench of ecov~rlies $. the "l h-slin
princizlie ox pofelatiuu',%“ in Whe v o to B3 oelivica
of the el b o Haplous wlokloch corvra Chaet o o ey

1]

of increaze fa the Lowo specles, rwat aleay) 4o tos long

run, proves en ovegasateh foxr the Increav fn w7

subsistence, The puviaciple of population wer the ' cis
3.

of Ricavdo's viewe on the roor Laws,

3iThomes Malthus, 2 ;  gpglation
landon: J. Jotmaon, 1&06, Val. 1. ?. x&tt.

Mitipssau w. senior, Seleg i mics
Introductory lecturs un Emlitiaal E&@mumy (A@?TL
York: Auzustus M, felley, lise, ¥. Ja=28,

33gieards, Eringiples hitical seono-y, 1. W,




From the basis of his theory of population which
was gepnerslly sccepted by the econumists, Maltbus exsmines
the English Poor Laws. He is wvery Jubious about their
usefulness,

1 feel little doublt in oy own mind, thao if the
Poor Leaws had neve existec, thouzh there wi ‘bt
have been & fuw more fnstences of very sewvere
distress, vet that che 2 repete rass ¢, happio-
fss amony the comuon pecple ww%éﬁ kave beeun wuch
ceeater thao it is =i present.

resplte the werv ler e rumz colleectes for the
pocy, vet there ir oi2h dirtwngs, Al tecl thet the
funds nwust ce very Ill-seuere’, The trovhle is ‘hat
zovernsent campoc cary. out the promise ¥ the oor Law
Aot o7 1wl since Lo canoot by leisl wesas alone increase
the amount of fooed in dugland,

in 1sct, he velieves che Poory Lew bBas aot reslly
been put ints operation 4o sa-land, The scauty relief
grancer - the vesy bl bk rates oL do.sou~ wetalicy
reveale’ by Jonas Raaguway cannue be rear v as malataining
the poor, The net effect of the Foor Laws is quite the

gontrary to what is intended,

The roor Laws, Halthus suguests, tend Lo Jepress

3’5'%&3.%‘:&@% Mb’ lat. od., P, %,
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the condition ol the poor. These laws f{ncrease the popue
lation without at the sawe tiwe increasing cbe food supply
for its support. / poor meo may warvy with licgiv or no
prospect ol belng able to support bis family in ladepea=

dence. The Poor Laws "'wey be said therefore in some

messure to cveate the pour which they maintaing... .37

The resuli is that the share o the aveils le Looc supply
o those vho o not deperd o Lhe paclsh rop swuport is

ciminisbe~, Hany of chew ave, thereiove, oiiver L» ask

the par st .ot 3up?brt.33

The “co:z Laws a fect aot mly those vho ave
paupers Lvusr also

»eothe whole class o the consan people oo wone
land, [which ] is subjected to 7 set of aratin-,
LBCWIYENLeLE 81 | Iyrduaical law,. , tetally iac.oae
glstent with ihe etuine spivit o The congliiue
tica. The -hiole busivess o sellilewey.s, vveu in
itr wreseal 7 wemies state, is olterlv contradice
tery tu all :eas ¢ freedom. The patish
persecution of wen whose ‘amilies sve likelv ra
become chiy eoble ane DL PUos W la %0 4re LesY
lyfngein, is a wost disgcaceful and disgusving
tyranny. - od the dbeeructioas cuwcinuelly
gecesione! in che narkec o. labour by chese laws,
have & coustant cendency o & Cu e CLi7iculcies
of those who sre struwr=ling to support themselves

i phid., B. 83,
3Exped., ¥. 84,
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without &Bﬂiﬁt&m@ﬁ.jg

These laws also Jiminish the sbilicy and will to
save of the coawn people and in this way Chey weshen wul
of the stroncest incentives to sobriety aud in Lgtry, aonu
consequently to happiacss .&n slchus loes a0 eva sle

4 man who wiobt o0 be vewerred wov vy tu Lhwe
ele~house, . iw. the consiqerarion thev op hie
Jeath or sickaess, he sbould leave bic wiie &
fanily ugor the perigh, might yet hesitate in
thus clegipating his esrainie, 1 he were agsvre
‘hat, in eithber 01 these cases, bis ravily muel
gtarve, or be laft to the support of caquval
bﬁ’ﬁ"ﬁ?. * oﬁ'l

:enioc &orees. Fhere is, be su evis, Do ‘wl80a
for the surrer Lo pe [ ritt, war haco=-woeg.doe, The

£,
parish allovance 18 regarce~ &8s Leln; @ riche. 4 To
Ricardo there 15 ¢ ten.ency of the voor Laws nwot to
allev.ate the cordivion of coe poor Dun recher ro decars
iorate the condition o. Dotn rich 2unc poor, e danger

is thar th. .uor Laws b thels continve. zrowth will

make cthe rich, poor. du Eoe currewt cireu-gisnces Chers

pga., 7. 2.
“inid., P, 87,
4lipig., P. 88,
b2uenior, lhe Rate @i /pses, r. x and wi.



33

is a real denger thet the fund for the maintenance of the

pooxr will increase till it bhas absorbed all ¢he net

revenue of the ecuntry.&ﬁ

*hat then can be done to cure the problem of poverty!
HMalthus sugzests that,

To remove the wants of the lower classes of
society is indeed an avduous task., The truth is
that the pressure of disveess on this part of a
commmity is an evil go deeply zeated, that no
buman ingenuity can veach it. were 1 to propose

s palliative; and palliatives are sll that the
pature of the case will adeit, it should be, in
the first plsce, the total sbolition of all the
prezent parieb laws, Thisz would at sny rate give
liberty ane “veedom of actionm to the peasantry of
Eagland, vhich they can bardly be said to possess
at present. They would then be able to settle
without interruption whevever there was a prospect
of & greater plenty of work and a bigher price fox
labour. The saghkesr of labour would then be free
and thoss obhstacles rewmpved which, as things are
now, often for & comaiderable time prevent the
price froa vieing sccoxding to the desand,

However Malchus' suggestion is not that the Foov
Laws be abolished immediately and cospletely because
“the evil iz now 20 deeply seated, and the velief given

by the Foor Laws so widely extonded, that no wau of

husmanity could venture to propose thelir total abolitian’.ﬂﬁ
43gicardo, ineinles of foliticsel Economy, ¥F. 166,
Yhpnlthus, Espay on Population, lst, ed,, F. 95«35,

451n1d., Jrd. ed., Vol. II, P. 396.
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Ricardo agrees. Changes in the Poor Laws should only be

accomplished "'by the most gradual muepa”.&ﬁ

Malthus proposes a pradusl diminution in the aume
ber of people who ven pain asssiscance Fron cbe parish
fund.

To this end, 1 should propose a regulation to he
made, declaving thet ne e¢hildrea bhoro fros auy
marriage, taking place after the expivation of &
year frox the cete of the law; and no illepgitisate
child born two years from the same datg, should
ever be eutitlec to pasish assietance.

la orvder Lo ensure that all people should have
knowledge of chis law, he sugzests that

s ote enioree it move styongly ov the odnds of
the luwer cleswes of people, the clergymen of
each psxrish sbould aiter tlw publicetion of bans,
read & short address, stetin: the stvong obligs-
tion of every mexr to support his own childreny
the impropriety and even immovaliiy of sarrylas
without 5 leir prespect of beln, alsl. to Jo thig;
the evils which had resulied to Thw pocr theaw
selves, 7rom the attgupt which bad been nele to
agsist by nublic institutions In a Juty which
oughs to we exclugively approprietesl to pareats;
end thae asbsurd necessity which bsd at length
appeared, of sbandoning ull such imstitutions,
on account of their producing effects iotally
opposite to these which were intended,””

&&ﬂieatda, '

4Tualthus, issay on Fopuls
481nid., P. 396-397.
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For cases of extreme digtress, however, Maltbus is
willing to allow the establishment of county workhouses,
open to persons {ron all counties and supported by rates
on the whole hingdou. In these werkhouses, however, ibe
“fare sbould be hard, sad those thet were able oblied to
work''s He i3 st pairs to point out that they shoulsd not
be regardes &8 coufoxtable asyluws in all diffieulcies;
but merely as plscce vhere severe distress aicrhe Fiad
sowe allevistion”., / part of these workhovses nav be set
aslde as 2 place 'where any person rey do a day's work at
all tizes, en’ recelve the -arket pricve for iv 4

L osmcuy! possible advantggesua effect of sowe
kind of posr ~vliel wan “iscussed by 'ialthus 4o L8EG,

The continued hish price of provisions after 1800 even
after good harvestes was in the public mind attributed te
the actions of monopolists, UHelthus attenpts to show,
however, that with poor allowances linked to the price of
corn, @ rise ia the price of corn will bring su increase
in the allowences which will in turm byimg sn iocresse In
the price of bread. But these effects have been genexally

&%Mag r. ??“@g.
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30 ¥ithout the ¥Voor Laws two to thres

advantageous,
#iliion people would have starved. The price rise has
however spreat the scarcity over five or eiv million
people and has forced economy w the use »’ » heat n-erg
the entive populationm,

The high prices also encourasesd ' eXtraovdiwary
importation’ and gave incentive to farmers to plan wore
wheat.?l Hence in times pf temporary and entracvdinary
stress when a fairly larpe section of the population is
on the verge of stecvetion, HMalthus would sceept the need
for gome form of governnent intervention =« providine of
course the poor 411 not some to rely on 1t and rvesort was
asde to every cheap substitute for bread, 3%

In sxavsinin~ the hink price of feo! savse? by &
deficient runply, Ricavdo sugrests that

Under such sirewmptences no policy can he wore
abguri, thun thar of foxeibly vegulating money

307, g, Msltius, " m Imwvestipation ot the rresent High
?rice of Prmviaimﬂa, lﬁ&w, 2, ad., x&print&d in itm

a1l _Science, Taf&nt@;%@nivawnity‘mthnrwuta %tm@a,ﬂﬁmy
1%&, vﬁi. 15, “-Qu ;‘2, yﬁ. 151”9.

Slpia., 6. 199,

Slyaithus, Lasey ou sopulacion, 3vd. ed., Vol, 2, P, 169,
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wages by the price ol food, as i3 freyuently
done, by misapplication of the Poor Laws. %uch
a wesure sifords oo resl relie. to e labourer,
becavse ites effect & vo ralee .11l higher the
price of coru, aad at lest he must ne obliged te
limic bis con&u@gtiun in proportion to the
Lomiced aapply.’

b WOURd wppwsy thac cnere 18 a Jdlsagreswenc uvee
twean the Cwu eQCaw..sts Jn chls soove Hwi it ig probable
that .wlthus' Loncern was ~iih condifions wheve iesmlae
faced the npaviop wnlle dicar o vag Jiscuwaing & slituation
where pricer weoe hivh.

ialtbus is conecernes that bis propowvsl Jon eliwi-
nating the Four Lawr coulkd be placed in jewpursy Ly the
fndiserizinave disvrisution ¢i jrivels charity. il s
esseniial 1or cbe donor Ju oowure toat nig ehecdly doss
not enevussge leprudence. Those Uho were suflerin in
gghte oi theis vest Jirected efrorvis ghould be bh. lped
‘1iberally aus » lequetely .ﬁé The idle an improvident,
Go Liwe othec hg i,

sooBhould, on no accouns be eusrled oo comeand
av much oL the necessaries of 1life, ss cau ba

obbaiued by cthe worst paid cumson labou.. The
brovnest bres., with the covarsest sw scantiest
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apparal is the utmwag which they should heve the
means of purchasing. 3

There ave, of course, & varieiy ot ways in which
the large aumbers ol paupers couls be dininished a. the
production of cora in the country could be lacresas | =«
thus lovesing Lhe paoy wate.

A rablmalion ol o varielty or sethoeds o buld
down populstion ~- such es wideeprea! aborticn, *oasticus
tion, birth control end sterilization wera laplicitly ree
jected by Haltbus.

Jasea Mill, o the coner hawnd, was the first
econmuist v endorse birth eontrol v prive, though in
rather & cirvewaspect Jazbion, In bhiz Elgoonts be writes
of & fora of rsiitel prudence where ‘cerels taken thet
children, bayont & ceriain muber, ehell . = be ths
fruit’', and of securing i bappiness of ke uvatrinonial
union withouy the acbesdant evil of sves-Ligulacion o
rfter stareic - 2k the point wheve wages ave a2t he barest
ainizun ne ends by boldiiv s out buoundless bupes of Laproves

mwont. The limitation of hivthe coul 'ralse the nondicion

J;;Mig Vo 3%
5eIbiz., F. 20,



of cthe labourer to any state of comfort and enjoyment

which cay be desired .57

dafgracion could b+ a waus i gipboadap o7 uhe
redundanc populacica of «n - land, thus loweria the
pressure ¢f population on the seans o~f subristeuce, w’
diminishine che suwscer of poupers aod oo g& 1sh yece.
However in dalthus' oploiow s.en we luce 0 experieuce,
"and o the actual stete of the uacivilizeo peve uf Sl
globe’ , insread .. anythin, lihe s ¢ o uBul e 'y 1T
will appear » sliche pelliative . 40 Che pEBL, wie @8«
teblishuent of ¢ lorles was path JLIfleule ase vary
expensive. wven for eniveation to setiie. coloaies soue
FeSoUrces are nNecossary e- vessels for Low vopmew sm
supplies for rhe eeigean.. until Loey cen e gutiled.
1t is, iu Malckas' view, fuoc aen to erpect .uve Cameuls
to provide for there amvanwmﬁ.ﬁp Fast axperience shows
o0, LaBt c@splie waseive eslgrallion LU wcud o ROR0EG
golonies beftore 1778, 1L if Gousldld that i lesseued

the .istrass ol che Cound Juw OF EO8L every sda felt
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recure beiore embarking on zarriage. To clineh the dise
cussion, bowever, dalthus reverts to his principle of
populaction. Juppose ihe populaiiiu 0. .dilup. GULHLOE
xussia I3 lCv tullioms ang =oat all govorawe. £o L ive wue
lisited aid to emigrvation, in a century the seduddant
population wouls be L, ey millueas. 3o ie JownbBul chet
the uncul v led parIs Wl oile 45000 Swudt SUpp 108 sl &
populesion, I thece Ly suy Jousk, su ,esle & ltiue,
just a°d apothey (uC..y=.i¢g ov Lfiity ,ceus Lo lew ol
period, P BUT.LBYY

it 15 clear thezefure, bl <Lith any view o

cating v Jor oo wavesivicter Iincrease v popuw

lagt. w1 end sativn s suclecily fomce.usie; buc as

& pRerilh B Zogyoravy supadlene, zag «dch g

Vieh £u L3 ..oue pereral culsivecion o) the

€3sth, S L srdev aicfa’ oY sivilizatroa, i€

seem& both wserful au) pospes) and 41 18 2200t be

oy ? btaat coradoromeg 3re budn! agtively Lo

BACOUT 7L ic, Lt w6 ast only surikia 7w owjust

yac 1o s :!'i.‘,w-u#,ﬁ‘: de txer o gpuolitis v Lpea ou

prevent it.””’

To Busnu L onior, Bowe or, waaalebeon e auweh

move .aporwut.  The sholition of Che Joor wawr would

greate sidjespres ' id.Lresv., Leak?. herwiure s ownls

renedy for an eotual excess io

5%1nid., F.o Lbo=147,



one class of the population is the socient and approved
ane, o n ceducere « Ewslzration is then the sole and
igsediate method, it {8 a rewedy preparatury to che
sdoptiocu amt teuessary o Lhe ».)ety of every other ..‘w
He cousi’ars tau uvsual owjecticus == thar 1t 4 o waslve
and that in any cese the vauuum s cold gona be rilled,
However, the cr.c:2e 0. heepin: o paver s 00 g 18
greater than payiny the costg of thelr emi~rredss, Ree
lief is provided by eniavet!..: tv those ‘ho rtay as well
a3 to those wiy lunv . The Jrngers of rio. o0 rebellion
are thus Jiminished,

Jdalthug was the -ole »woos lat © =vonarey b atles
on: the export o ¢ sa’ resirielioan (¢ .tR foiavr, He
also supported preatumt... for turafiug op ilvesh lan,
an., .. spcouragerento,.. o agriceliure sbove o wifackures

ol But these su ceatious,

ead to tillaze shove grazing .
thouuh weeting with #Malchus' evideui approval sve vere

pallisuives. His acgirencs ussu against - igrac on

“hyalthus, Lssay ou bopulsiion, let. ed., P, 907,
alig:z&ﬁlg 1@'&0 ﬁﬁﬂo’ f?u %’%”?ﬁ
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eould very well be used hers,

511 econculsts were asreed that the one factor
which could hove a gubstantial effoct am Uhe peatLeoe
presented by the roor laws wes edugatlon. torsl resteaing
Sould be taught. Edusstion wes the key.

Bere Jalchus a rees with rthe propassle of Snan
Saith except thac he wuald

soobe disposed to 1oy conzidershls slrens on the
fraquent explanation of the verl sroate of the
lower classes of society ss offected by the
priomecisle o0 proulacion, s thelr conceguent

dapenconce on thexselves for fhe ohie’ part of
their : oppiness op nisary,

Vel

celilme' mupgsstions T-r the education of the

¥

POOE .o ueyins the veve lmpartine of Mumiledee, he suge
gests cthat

eesiiie xaat aject should be, to elerate as
much 28 ousible the pereerl charecter of the
lower classes of the coxruniliy an? ¢o draw o
more wmrhed Llioo ’iﬁ;v%" s Lhe denendent oned dpe
depencuat labourer,

He recoguizes, of eourse, chst  thics must neces=-

ﬁ%lféma, M.’ e ﬁd., VQI. ;{‘ Fo alhl,

éjﬁalthus, & letier €o Somaed Whilbresd waie Haka,
1&u! o given in full Lo 0.V Glass ad. Intoolsebtion to
chus, bondon: watma, 1454, v. 191.
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sarily be the work of cime”

The atteck on the Poor Laws by the economists
came €rom 8 nunbher of directions. Thev objected o then
becavse they impeded the free wovement of lahour withio
the country. By subsici:in, wages in =sny parts »f the
kingdon, they di.inished (tr efficievey. By boliing out
te lazbourers the gcevtalaty of subsistecce st 2ll tloes,
they nade a provise whiszk eolld vot be wa'ls cupd. iy
schexmes such as Jhe ipeenbaoliny Sysbewn Lhey wecanteed
subsisteuce o avy chil’ which way be bota as? hus enw
couraged eaxly iworisge and the rowth of pupuletion.
The inecveses o pepulstion wal. les ' w o reduccion of
waiges and tho incredse L proegauet Ou Lag aw@isd ol
subsiratence. The spproprieaise governweni polic:; involved
the pradual szbolitivs of che koor Lewe, aws pust . uly

sose ald For emiprotion, ¢duvdciun 2o ayriedbeni,

Slnialehos, Op.Cit., Jrd. ed., VYol, 2, F. 413,
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Even thaagh tho econcalsts could Jiad qond ressons
for advocating ihe cotal aovlition ol the isor Laws yet
there was a subsusatial booy vy opiniom whish wppone
any radical re ori. he Tery joervwogst .l the Bouge of
Commong were unwillig tw suluil Che boor Laws (o &
deastic uverhsul,

Gavernaent. pLpEporL e e ohe Churceh, the
universivies, the unreforme: cuniclpal corporations io
the towvonsg, woet of the grest lended [miilies &n’ nesxly
al)l the counicy g&mtwy,l Ly tie House 8l Commous about
helf of the usbers pyxliel the.uselvez on atischuent Lo
8o p&xty.g Thus chage @ag ¢ wkeS of ladependents whieh
was necessacrily a ceuse of politicel wscertzinty., The

governwent could noe in such ¢ situetion aropt bold and

Lupadward

2z, 3, Bartlett, Cagtlgreaph, MHew York: Charles Scribmer's
Sons, 19’»’3@, I e lﬁ’a"‘yq
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controversiasl policies without the certain support of these
H.Ps, It could adopt two different lines of policy. It
could ally lcself wich the manufacturio: interest and
follow a policy oif fiscael retrenclment emd wefon. or it
could wmake coumon cause with the country landlords and
davelop tne pranciples of paternsl -oseraent. 1lu rsct,
the joverusent cosuilloecer 1 seneral betivecn the bwo
pclisies.j

The goverweni was largelv in Zfavour ol leaving
the Foor La: aleie, Ipeakin . in the lisuse oo Loomons on
February 21, 1217, Loz’ Castlerea:h, Lea’er o. the House
8né Torei .eoiebBiy, & irned Lhet any notuer ol pres
cipitate wessures directed szaiwst rtie gvstem o7 the
Paer Laws coult aot he ﬁﬁtﬁft&iﬁﬁﬁ'.& Deorre Tonning,
Presient ol zhe Boaz 2f Lontrul, a:vesd that 1w these
laws it was ‘most vhelvisable to tre & precipitete

%

QOUTSE .) Robert reel, Home Lecretary, rea {ireed the

- {1813=30), Londen: E. Boom,

o g UQI. b f. ?. »““:1'

4. @d.; London: 1336,

%’1‘ Iﬁ}’ - MW’ LHeorie .
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cautious approach. He maintained in fpril 1879 that
changes in the laws of settlemant should only 'be brought
ebout, it st all, sich the vtaost diser! dnation'. “hile
exrasin, that the sysuten ov paving vagws out o' Lhe pooy
rate was highly oo jectiopable , yer bhe doubted whether
& system which hed loa~ existed av. which nal been
unirorely acted 35 ‘or s> woy yesrs, eoul. ssiely be
gessove: otherwvisce thee zredually’’,  ludeed, Feel, uasg
pessinistic abuut the e [ectivevens ¢ auy cuvarn et
ectice in 171y, There »p , he cvrrester, & neces:ity
fn the present comuition of che guor ther ol parslyze
any sct o. parliament ./

Caymine an- Sastlerca-h gyorec: wind zeel. Tostle-
reagh arfirwe o February & LLlo that *the syster o the
Poor lLaws wer iuiervove. with the soecltutiss ol the
couutry, aad tue repeal o7 sich a2 syslem wes b £y 'x

thought o .7

Cannin~ ayreec, The .o bav wes ¢
gquestion ~rowir~ out of the usege O centuvics, incere

woven with the habits v/ Jeeply rooted iv the preju-ices

Yol, <1, 1829, £, 1004,

eha Les , Yaol. %IZ{EVITE, ¥. 154,
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of Jilfexsnt classes of the people .

But not only were the Poor Lews an incenval part
6of the institutions or the country bBut, algs, Tastlerssch
suzuested, they were,

+++80 penerelly consf{dered 28 Tounded in vi ht
as well as 1n law; especially at the present
wonent, whea che pourer alssses bad sstablished
sueh 2 clain ou the adsicacion o! €hwe eore
&_Ylueat by their pavience, their !ortitude,

ar.¢ res). nation win'ex those vrestc aw fecinrs
sad privacions which aruse out of the trvausicion
i the aowniry (en~ one state ¢l socisl exercion
to another,?

Ly, Souvosh the uvernumen? was uowilling tu
atfect 8 vamieal transrormalin n Che reor havs, 1o Jlg
not aesn CHASL BOMEe IC2 007 o g 000 L4nid “Waf Ul awies
sary oo Chal povermswal »as L. levesied La tiw o,
Ctiﬁlﬁiéﬁg,h vicintaiue: in k217 thar "$F o :;;h,gué,f@ R
soon ¢ fected ic the roar lawvs the fesris or sur rveats
ness and the systesn of eur industey, woul? o he

15

shaken' . +eel, eleven yesdrcs lacevr, a~reeo that the

sub ject was very 1myaxtamn”.ll Bven thou b both ststes-

g{‘ nggw &8 : ‘g&gﬁ%ﬁ le. IV r 1&54
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nen felt the Poor laws useded some reform they were une
willing to comsit the goverument to a policy of veforn,
Castlereagh believed that it was "unfair” to call on the
govertmant to reform the Poor lews, Peel acrsed., 'He
veally thought that this subject would be much bettex
dealt with by intividual mesbers [of the House o
Cammang] than by the Covermment,” L4

Though genezelly vuwillios ¢o foster somprehen~
sive scle=es of Poor Law vefows, both ga-¢ every wechal
encoura e wnt to privatle woshary Lo hein, Iv Bills o
refora the laws, The intencion 7 rvernmnt, it seewed,
was to enocurawe the dlascurcion off the ' aur Laws co that,
in Castlerezzh's words, “‘the ainc or the coustry’ would
“gipen®” to 3 solution, The prospect » rezchsior £ fone
seasus boweves seewed Lo Costlerescsh, et lems:, o be 8
long woy oif, :

bwen thourh the s overnrent sttitue towards any

o8 jor measures =f relora was somewbal cool, its weshers

were willin> to pertigipate in various ovinitlees ese

2panoerd, Parlismentary ebates, Vol, X&EV, 1820, ¥, 330e
é.

Ligansard, Parlissentary Debates, Vol. ¥, 1821, P, 998,
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tablishud to examine the Poovr Laws, Castlerecagh was &
wesher of three comsittees o the House of Commong =« of
1817, 1818 and 1819, Feel was @ wember of the taiyvation
Committee, the Labourers' wages Comuitces end che koor
lew Employement Committee. Lovd bLiverpool, the rrime
Hinlater, proposed the establisbment 0! o Leleet (ommig-
tee of the House of Loxds oo the Poor lLaws,

In aidition e favourin: investi atiom and dise
eussiocn vl the Moor laws the ,overusent was lu ‘avour of
sowe ‘practical - eadient am gracual seeliormtica of

14 Lagstlereart .avouved an wugpvovese.t in

the syscew .
the acaiadstrscion any o this esd advocate the appoiule
ment of full-tice adainistestora. e beliuved Couw, that
work ghoul’ be a criverice :ov the recelipt of reliei.

Indeed, ‘he woulc push this priaciple so fav, thot he

would vether employ the lgbourins poor ww dig & hole one
day, anc ~ake Chem 111 1T up ansin the aext, than sllow

them to reseiaq 12le..,7 1" varaning and Buskisson fovoured

1*ﬂmaclaraag
Cestlevesach
the Tiews, soe The

nebetes, Vol, WXAVIL, s, 154,
s point wk wiww vy wiah editorial suppoert in
L LT o Jﬂﬂ%'ﬁ‘y Ge Lull,

LSnansar<, Debates, Vol. <uiV, t. 525,
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8 simplicetion of the Settlement Laws.}® Both Feel aud
Williaw Buskisson, President of the Board i Trade,
favoured enigration as a weans of relieving the country
of its excess population but both were less than enthuse
fastie in advocating state siJd for that pﬂtﬁ@ﬂ&.ly
To the suggestion of Jobm Curven, the Cusberland
landowner and ccal sagoate, that Poor Lew taxes be based
on all forms of propexty -- noi siuply landed property
-= and that such texes be used to equalize assesswents,
the govermment, suzgested Castleresagh, ‘'could never ap-
prove o. such & system,.,. because there would be... no
interest at all to counteract abusew, and o watch over
the due applicakion of the parish fune”,l®
Of the proposele for zovermment to undectake or
eacourage She oultivation of waste lsads, Liverposl was

opposed. Iin phrases redolent of Adem Swith, he stated

Lohansard, Debgtes, Vol. XL, 1819, ¥, 286 and 287,

17@ Brady, sillism Bl REOn ang BER
Oxford Eniverziry rrewa, 1@23, P 15&; Hanaarﬁ, Debatea
Vol. lKI, 132?, ¥, 173@*173&; uﬂmﬁaxﬂ’ RN L4 8

1%23. ¥ 5&7’?; a‘nﬂatﬂ Laba e

8 15567,

1&a¢n;‘fd’ 'n'*"; VQlt K%ﬁv, 1@1?’ ?f 52?1
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that it was up to private cepitalists "'to Ffind out the
way in wvhich their capital could be best esploved...
[because | under such circumstances tie imtece~t of the
public was not distinct from the interest of the iniivi-
ﬁusl”.lﬁ

This concern for econcmy in govervsest was also
evident in the positlon tahken by the Jelse Hinlater ovey
the proposal to establiah schools foxr pauper childcen,
He believed, ""let econcmy Le the {irst result, sad be
should be disposed tov pay sore attentlou o the proposal,

On some occasions meubers o. the government were
willing to go bayond providing verbal support for the
exertions of other M.F's, and peers, an) Lo suppoxt
sctiveLy =essurns of reform or relief. C(astlersagh was
ope of the ¥,k'r. who drew up anmc bruugbt ir che Poor
Lav smendesnt BI1l end the sSeleet Vestries BiLL.

In 2 few cases where costs could be ecarefully cone
trolled and where there was dirve distress, goveriment o3
willing to interveme. 1In 1317 it was williog to loan up

to £ %640,000 "to those corporations or other bhodies fox

19%ansard, Debutes, Vol. 1, lu20, ¥. 413,
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the purpose of uaking harbours or censls or to trustees of
roads, Oor Lo any perscons eagaged In public works now in
progress, or about to uniertake them” for the puvpose of
providing emplaymant.zﬁ To meet the distresses of Sirainge
ham, the poveravent was villing to loan 30,006 to
JAC, 000 to the anclacturvecs which, in the svoris or the
Chancellor of the Ezehequer, would be “of waterial gevwice
in the preseat exigencse . 21 swns of money bat beer oroe
vided in 1323 ano in 1823 to support eamdwration to Bricish
Sorth Azerica sg a tmasure of reliaf.zﬁ

Tory government pelicy in the period wss then
opposed Lo sny messure of rvadieal veform of the Foor Laws,
It was, bowever, williu- tn encepe ie the investiration
and disrussion of the laws r¢ to support limited proe=
grasmes - refsra.

In the House o7 Cowwna a nunbar of M, F's, vere

bally supporced this polley *or a variety ol reasons, It

, Yol. LY., Londnm: Raldwin,

2?@@@@., E. 4o,

J@y,fIEZTh A T Tom—
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was believed by some that the poor had 5 right to suppoxt,
Charles Fyshe Falwer, M.F. for Reading and s West Indies
landowner, 'coasidered the Poor Lows as the charterved

rigbhts of the poor, and boped the Bouse would pause be-

fore 1t consentgr. to Louch tﬁam’.zj

&

M.F. for Soutlwark and vk jor-feneval, aqreed., The House,

Sir Roberc -ilson,

ha =afntained, ghould not touch “the sctatuce of ¥lirabeth
which was the Magna Charts of che ka@t...’gé ke beligved
that the unewployed poor had just the saze right to a
subsistence 'as every gentlemsn hsd to bas astata’.g
Thomas Pererrine Courtenay, 1. . For Totues, son o the
Bishop of txeter and Vice fvesidert ¢f the Boaxd ol

Trade in 1228, believed that the poor... bhad a faiy and
reasonable clafe before God and man for relies".”® Lord
Miltow, 4.7, for Yorkshive end only son of the second

Zarl Fitewillies, suggeste’ that the poor bard earned the

Poor Laws by thelir exertions dJuring the war ia which they

23ggneard, Debaten, Vol. V, 1822, i, 1483,

ipgd., F. 994,
231hid., F. 382,

Tol. ¥V, 1821, ). 395,



bad shown great attachwent to the 'bi her ordsrs . -ere
they oow to be Lold, he custivued, thsat 4t .49 the
pleasure of the hizther oviovs €2 bhreek throu.® tha lopnve
¢stablished systen, and determine that provision sboul”
be no lobnger wmace io¢ thes Joon the poor rates on which
they had been tau:bt wo a@pend 5?7 Lsny &#Ylegler, the
dissolute nepbew 0. the Duke oi Jelliagton, .11y
affiraed chat cthe priosiple of the Poor Lawy was oxcel-

lent and. their mel-sdmiuistraciosr the causs ol s8ll the

£

evil of wihich che pedple conplained , Joh: Denetc,
landowmer aud N8P, for niltshire, agfﬂﬂﬁ.zg

Tose of the oppooenis wf vooigal chaspae io the
rooy hawz aelt lt neceszary to rtete theiy position on
the Ha!. maslen principle of population. Long - 2llesley
agreed with Yenab: thet "in 2 erast covotry like thie i¢
was rerely in eea thset the =opply of lssour wiull be

foun oo ﬁremt".ﬁﬂ tineheal Thowss 2 'lev, social roe

27ngnsers, Dgbates, Vol. L, 1819, v, 471,
2Bganserd, Debateg, Vol. OV, 1830, P, 1322,
2%ansard, Dghates, Vol. %I, 1825, ¢, 577,

3ﬁaaaﬁara, Uebates, Vol. ¥, 1821, P, 996«7: Hansard,
Leha e 5 3 13'01' mi‘ﬁ.&l} 1&1:&, £« 4&1;2-
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forver, merchant and M.k, for Newark, believed that it wns
net possible to speak of reduncent population in England.
At barvest time, ior exawple, chere was alwayes a shortage
of labour ar' it was necessary to luwport Irish Lebouvers
to do the work. He felt that the best colonies thet coul”
be planted were thoee which miszht be esteblisbed in the

-k Robert

encultivated cesects of our duvopean Empire .
frestou, H.b. tor sshburton eod a spokesmen for the landed
classes, believeu that oy the cultivetion of wasce lands,
guch 8% Lartoour and Joudwr by workers on their own, the
United Ringdos coild wainceln a population of wixty
ailliva,?

Degon ! sinple affiveetioas of Jdoukt in the cone
clusion. of rfalthus, were H..'s. who wace sowe abtempt Lo
refuis bis views. Hudson curney, M.b. for Newtown,

len‘owner end bibliowsne, speaking on the Yoor delief

Bill mainteroed chat iy,

31&&ns&rd, <abates, Yol. anl, 1824, P, 1728«9: ¢+ similaer
sentinen? ~ae erpcesser hy the cuthuy 2! Hinte for the
Cultivation ¢: the Peat dogs of Irveland in g letter o
T. 7. Malihus ', ‘awphisceer, Yol, L', R, 17, 1017,

P. B0=v%.

32&a§&ra Freston, iaphleiesr, iy Liled,
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s WBE AN attexpt to bria; the Jdestestable

systen of Mr, Malthus to bear upon e legislacion
of the country, -~ & syscexn which every chapter oy
gacred history condemne, cwervy pae O Twil
history confutes, and ewvery wap of a bell unpeopled
world, after a duretion o nerr G000 w sy, proccd
the absurcity of, Mr, 5, sald that bardly (uxty
years had elapse’ einve Vv, Frice had coovione’
the philosephevs of his Jdsay, thet the country

uas polin- so fegt 1 Sepopulation, tl..L . .re
would oot be enough or haglisbwen left to $ili

the soll of their Fathews. But he 5.0 &a.
trusted that that House would never be led to
legislare oa the theorvies of such philosophacs as
thece; and least of all, to ygive dny countensuce
te & doctrine whieh in this courtry ghoul’ vecor-
size & right o the :i1eh, Lo say to the poocyk,

that they had no business to be bogrn; that it wac
io the ovder of nature that Chey sboul atarve;
and that whetever i -hi v the sbu-Jange of his
superfluities, sxom him they could demena aothe
ing.jg

John Calerafr, M.¥, for the fa=nily borourh of . archaw an’
Paymaster«fJeneral i Vellio ton®y adainistration, -le-
clared (st he was 'a friend tu an umrestricier and
compulsory levy for the : mintenonce of the pour e«
doubtes thet the Icor Lawr had the o Pect of inciesrsiny
the population to sguch an extent &6 wagr asse.ted v ione,
Indeed,

If the preses” aromt ¢ thooe [}@mq} CrLed uar

comparesd with the amount sixty years age, it
world Be founs' thet they Lo only ruoverase fo

33&&&%1‘4, Liggaid ot 8 Vol. W’ 1&%1, b, L4Bl-2,
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proportion Lo the increase i~ the prica of proe
viaions, in (be aswuni of wexaclon, am in coe
reatal of the kinglom,d

2 . § .
Some Mer's, hellrw! thee 2w Lesel o L coar tuaw

&
expenslitures was 100 higher thar .wobt + e whecbe’ L3

Courtenay teintained oy &,

sasthe Pours' eceg heve GOl woerais ' (o rorne
Lely skl thke. coutivuwally incressing pressure
which hes beor ifvputed zo (hewy, an’ o = -1 bt
e WD ekl hiuw Gl atbaowledges prouression os
the emount, 8 lascin, prorvorsi sowesg o o
Palgeini Fie db a8 alleged chac obe aoouuc was
eongiently cooverse’ w0 B (BpL L v LIG vresc

0 su hewwsnttn ol ¥ olid BOGErEESE i pupLleciun,
or ot the price ov proviotos § 8nd 0o CFy LEYIRY
the ssess &ulé sl vhe periods io which che
coyutry wes coumparatively poor, with ©.see Wiz
DAVE Fobit ol Bl ol A5 deadr LI, LAY &11&@%@“
tion will ve 1oy govepset. IL is, hogeen

ROL LY o wibee vebdiady LREC so Wi Cunpare che re-
turns of 1LLl5 wigh those of 1841, aa secuarste
gllovance sov he sucrease .o population end in
the price of vheat, will ~u"fizle tly goeswni fov
the cut.e£8e 0 espubaliuve; whede che proporcion
which ihe uws-se. nf paupers Yearvs o the wale
peviple, Las scurcely enurensed wilbio that perie ,
g’ in susse countler baz beey "Inlolsle . few
naberaglly tum sauul is aiiecled oy the price of
COTM 1B hico ™ by & Lact aprescla, L Dy Sebar
. belo. su the chiew yesrs incluvew lo Chose we-
tarng, Gobt only u0 BUGE 0@ e Che 3oax
bag chm auaves 0F perscas relieves gre shown

-~

X
“Hlpide, 5. 120,

he wercerly leview, econe sdition, Lonoon: Joba
Murvay, 1617, Vol., ~11, 1. 4. 0=,
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gradually to have declined, gmrrmuyﬁnﬂing fell
appeareg iu the price of whw&ﬁ

Edwar. Copleston, provost of drfel Collore, Cwfh-d, and
Blackwooc's Ediuburgh Hegezine vesr {n substontial a~rece
mént...th bia,37
Io edditio., Courteray believed that ‘av exaet
proportion betces the revand and supply nf Yoho rerg...
is utterly laprecticable . Indes’, he believes, vr~ ave
uasble to calculate far ahesd ¥ the timer »hei will
bappea., Hetce Lo use Malthug' sie . on populstion rnd
the roor Laws as the basis or p* lie poliey is unsound,
dichael Holan, Larrisgter and M. Jor Barnstaple,
expressed his consevvatlrse slas %3¢ rhoe Foor Lew., Ris
oo @8l I8 not & lestroy the cuistly: gvnten
for the relievimg cbe poor, but Lo rvestore eod
sohes 1C tecs., so fec ns (he exigtin: rrades and
baosite of sceletly w.ll sk, to the frue spirvic

of the statute possed 11 ;3& 43rs yeer of the
reign of wueer Llizebeth.s?

HThonas Feregrine Courtenay, 2 _IXestiss
Lgws, Londont Jobn rwrrvay, 12, 1. 7.

37£dwmr4 Coplestoa, oo 4 the Ui

B Y os Landwn‘ Jmhﬂ Murr&y, 181y, . 111, eund
Blaviwuod g st wreh viagerine, Vol. ¥/1IE, mdim%ur@ht
ﬂl&amwwmx, 152@, P, 930,

IBRansard, | Yaol. YI1L, k825, Y. L8],
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Courtenay snd Sturges Bourne, the cheirwan of the 1817
Fopr law Comittee, asraeﬁ.jg

From ao exaaination of Che rates o _rowil o
population of tuglan) axd «les and !cotl w' betweer 17991
and 1621 =« whacl were o Loto cases shout 1 U3, Oclan
eoncluded thet iL wag wrung Lo stkrisute che growith of
populacisn to the coglish Poor Laws %¢  uir Robert ~ilson
echoes & elnilsx thoughu., vould any aer wmeintain, be
suggesta, ‘thal an allowtnee of a sbillicy or eighteen
pence a week ior & wan's second or third child was e
presius ou population 151 Lord Milton agreed, ..ch
cespect to the encouragewent which the ioor Lews gave to
early and impsovident rerxiagez, he doubred 1f those

marriages were so reguent &8 they were supposed to b&.“&i

3%Thones Courtevay, '/ letter to ~turyes Bourne , -
phletser, London: Rest and Feaner, 1818, Vol, LI, F. 368,

4Opansard, Dgbates, Vol, VLI, 1823, P. 13502,
6lgensard, Dghates, Vol, ¥V, 1821, P, 99S.

421p1d., P, 997-8. Bla 1's B Mgcazine, ine
troduced a zanttmtﬂtal n@ta' In buliuvwd thmt mp—

warried not from s calsulation of thett innmma fmam the
?aar Lawa but for love and pasgion, < odds Ldin
L S AT .('*.,‘L'tj’ 23 June lﬁzﬁ, iz* gjln
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The views sxpressed by meshers of the Tory movernw
mant and i{ndividual ¥,Ps, pgeve some idea of the opiniocns
of the Poor Lew supporters ~« thoul livtle idee ' cie
extent, Twe Indicators of the awount of support 1y pars
ticuler poirts i view co. e seen in the Hills ioircowced
in Perliament and by those which sctually teceiveu foyal
Assent.

Cf the acts of Farliswert of the 1%13«30 period
not one made any econsi exable chanse in tie Joor laws.

The woat inportant reflorme were made {n the years léle and
1815 an ' were walaly converned with irsvovias the . ipie-
stretion of the laws.“J

There vere & nmusher of hille fetroduced luto
Parliament in the 1220%g which woul ™ hawe ~rde vy basic
chenyes in the Tuoor Lawe »ut none of then ot heyond
third readins in the Comeons,**  There vas, there‘ore,

subzisctial oppositivu to svavical refl-ro.

bitpe statuce. of Grest dyicsis epd ireland, londen:
Geor e Eyre &.' oo¥ew .Lrabiu, dobde Lo 0. Tid, L, 09,
P, 5233 54 2. abl, w. 12, .. 337, LFooe xll, &, 83,
£ AN

. 85
0 o

“rese bille will Le exssanc. in he tas o Jlapler.
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Sovernmant and some M.Ps, were unwilling to accept
radical reform o the Poor Laws for a variecy of reasons.
The Tory governmeat ha! -9 elear =ajoriy D ghe Gruge
Commons an’ {t was thervefove Hli-¢’ o he wory eigsua-
spect in the hills it i :>weed, Thare was oo, # Looe
tra‘ition that  overawment 24! -ut {mter ere in parochial
and moaleipal e ‘atrs, British voversmencs were waioly
concernes with {oreirn policy, civil order, jusiice &nd
taxation.”’ The . ebhs guriert that,

vooil 13 scexcely foo woeh bo sav that bhetween

(he - Srd o0 llacwala (LOULY end ghoe Poor s

Amendment "ot of 1834... there is, in the

statlute cworn, 00 mal cslellor O 8D, J0UE M W

polie; with re. or? to such 8 domestie arfairv,”™™
The promotion o lezislation on the Poor Lews was Credie
cionally left to imdd f-ual 'L.Ps.%7 There 18 a ‘eelin-
in the speeches oF webers of the .overment thet chey
gre ba. 'les by the problens presents”® hv the fonr Laws

an‘ creonct gee dny solution o hew,

oo, I, webb, Gnalisk Local Sovernmeot fr. Y1t The lest



Fart of the resson 'or this feelinmg no doubt avises
From the fact that wovernsent and parliswent did aot heve
adeqguate statistics to _lve the. a pilccure o whac was
happenin: iu the country. It was nou wncil Lowl ciws «
decennial canrus of populslion was seiau. 1E wes ouly i
1815 that an.>.ol siscistics ». the oo~ Law eopenlitures
besan o be calla@t&d.éﬁ ruen these statintics le:k wuch
to be desired. The .elect Cowmatiee on oor rate Jewurns
gsu-cgste.d chat thero shoul bBe Lol Jew ta wue stellsuice
& breakdown listing cthe reasoas why relie was rasce.
and the auiunt unuey esch ﬁaadiug.&% ~uch andormation
would be 24 obvisus Lazic edsential 907 &nfoae vookes
platin: & re. 'urs 4@ Lds . il Laws,

I the "icst rifteen vears v. b& ui.€Leencid
ceatury suvery w.. el parlia-w.0's «wigles were .s.nly
sbaorhed ~y the Mapoleonic wars, Tu the (ive yeary

after the ver, tuth were s'reld L 80L " ou8e 7 Lo

of Cres 4 ;f any Arélsnd Lmn&ona uaaxga myra anu
énéfuw trzhan, 1”1¢, M. Yrat?,

“9pgport o7 the ‘elect Commlittec on Loor late Batugus,
1822, Rouse of uommons, 1822, {'. Lu-1l,
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fear of vevolution. In 1812 a secvet report of the House
of Lords connected the Luddite ‘wtbresks with orvenized
revolutfionary ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬂ*bﬁ The bpa Fields ri. o Decewber
1:1,, the Blar.eteers mavch oo Lo wdon of 1017, the Lancae
shirve strikes of 18L&, the :eterloo mestiaz of August
1819 and the Cato Street conspivecy o. Noveamber 1819 were
syapcong i the copsideratle uuvcest in the : .. ery, A
gecret commitiee o. the (omutns rveporto: that the avowed
objects or thess -~igturbaotes were nnini.; short of

51

revolution . Covermment and pavliscent showed thelr

concern by the passage o the pix sers and the suupwcnion

of Baobeas Cﬂrpuﬁ.ﬁz

P

The Pour Lew was held by sone o be & sind of

insurance zzeinst thef&, ocutrage and xu,ulmtian.ﬁj faye

Mproterick and Fotherin: yaw, [arlir.encar
England, Vol. X1, ¥. &..

Slpnig., #. 175,

52hree of cheee celebrated acts dealt with the proce=-
dure for bringin cazes to trial, probi~itiocon o meeiinys
for militacy exercises 2n the iszue of warraunts fv the
search o: arms, 7The other thres escts rewlated public
meetings, allowed wmayistrates to seize seditious litere-
ture and plﬁcaa ﬁnmmy duties on all newepapers. 06

g Ao kefapu, Yo 05

L1, P 3793 Blackwood's




ney sgintained that the ‘only possible tendency of & bill
to end the Ffoor Laws "would be tu -ake the country a4 soene
9f papilue sod violence and utter confusion, Lrom one end
to the other .54 Caleradt echoe:d similar sentiments. The
bill "wuet be attended with one of twe slternstives ==
starvation or intescine ewmmﬂni@w'.bg

Holar & weaes Ehat

To pluek scei & levre means o7 subglsterce [as

che wot Lavs | ...w0uld be croel, of 10 weve

gafa; aed would be wast tmwise, &% it woulc be
28t dangeraus == L g8y st ‘i svvus, @8 LT sust
arouse the strongest (eelin.s o nature agalnst
ous €lvll treacudlicy, L0 Llve Lo erwotwa bhe
colour of necessary resistouce sratnst wenton
oupressiea, s>

It wey D arzued that ~averuwment policy durdas
the 1815 to lesu perioc re. lewter cconuamic wplialons of
ALE rwmevers 867 o) LLs supporters. lMost of (he goverue
sens's upport came Sron the commtry gzentry amd the
lansec ardistogrmey, as 10 woet o Lis .o.ou0es U those

individual mesrbers who spoke in tavwour of & vetention of

the Foor lLaws, «ilson, sturges Bourne, Courteoay, Cal-

uense-4, Dgbates, Vol. ¥, 1871, 1. Lasu,
351n1a., ¥, 122849,

3%5&%’&, RS . VO‘LQ 'ﬁﬂ«l, 1%35, ,&‘c 15‘&5&
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erait, Surney, Bennek, Long, vellesley ane Hilton derived
wech of their incowe rowm land. dHolan was & barriscer;
Se~lar, a aevehant; amil Falwer, & stao- o lon: ip the
13 }'.z<mﬂﬂ,«e&.’:'if it ey thus appearc that there 18 & (o=
nectic. tatwee. leud moteeblp a0 2 - gokrl Lo retarn Llo
Four Le. s,

Ir _be teeuly veave prioc to Lrll, it 18 probside
that the Speenhsslan! system was acopted by ceny parideg
purely because 1t was the wost ecomuvrical scans +F Loloe
ing down wages.ﬁﬁ Halthus saiotsined thet, {7 wvaves bha.
been left alaune, they would have risen 20 wseet the cost of
food,

During the war vears it is probable that the
standars o lisioy of c¢he worker ﬁ&ﬁliﬂﬁﬁ.ga O the other
hand farmers’® prolics weut up 4od renis wiih thes iu

azounts la a0 wady cusnensuraie with acditional es:ovid,

57.ccording o Juds the west indies landowners acter vevy
much lice members of the knwlieh lamaﬁé rentry, see
Gerrit ¥. Judd, Hesbers o jagpent. (17.6 « 1,423,
Hew Haven: Yale University Prasu, 1@5? ¥, 07,

vy 1:&4? .

Folobe Thompson,
heanth Century, London:

Byiliiers Report,

form, ¥. 9

aauelgdga'ané'vauzg‘1@@4;'P;'z15,‘



vew outlays or tresh pm@:ti:w.w

tart of tiese iocresse.
procite were e to the lack ey vo,08 voee a1 aL lover
levele Chan woule bave bees ithe cese withoat the Speanhase
ey oyale o Folloewin: the o o of the wor, pricis of
epriculoural procucte tell, pr.fits 1¢ll an. rests begen

to tell with ther. b

The oo Lew tax was levied msialy
o the lend &4 we: e’ ore vltiseicely paxr by the
lanowres.  In thr 180"  ire was cweh cvidenes 2 overs
population fn rurel Jdisceivee. There wes Loo, in conten-
poraxy Op.1oa wweh evicsore ¢F the i cleucy O agrie
cultursel labour he to the tour Lew, 3 ce liw lew
muaranteed & labourer bis subsistence, the costs o the
inefficiency and overpopulation were borne by the lande
suners via the poor rate. The movemnt sway Fron centres
ui overpopulation wae inhibited by the ssttlexent laws.

< total abolition ot the ropy Lews therefore would uo-
Guwuriely bave been in Che etonomic interest »:. the lande

Owuids Sueb an ensetment coming closely aiter the pssssge

ot the Gorm Lawe 9f Lldl> would probavly bave heen veuarded

Vroh

“titeengon, LUpaLit., ¥, 41l%eu,

“linga,, Fo <3b,
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&85 an expression ot cyalcal sel: ilnlurws. on coe pacE wi
the leandl -wus.

veerlviog e dcews ol tue mippomer. vs Wb Lo B
Law was & particulsr concepr O sugLe.f. Leedigh M
clearlv snumecilutes a picture of & paseraalisnic stabus
society ewerses, The trevditional putitem «f the rmtual
oblisalion i ¢laszas o ek wiier arn ! vhe gosponsiale. -
of the pevesiul ane wesltby €or b2 weliere 1 fhe weaoer
8. ,oziar . @ a7 goelirte was ﬁmpnsaxre,.gz iha
duties #.a. ovoll abinag were talaace’ By vijhts £ oriet-
lezes,

The .yarterl: Revigw specests thrt the poor heve
the utrongesi claisms on £11 those alecses of sociecy
sbose incomes ave derivad *wow thelr lawwour e froe
gny eals Lty on nisfortune... they gre unsble to eontinue
lebanr .“° uJther supporters speas :. the ri bt «f Lhe

A

poor to relief.’ " This richt i3 haser on the law o! the

et

B L T t) A LS AF I S A M. T
bu~ ki University of Litbehurgh, L.»¥, ». 1,

b3, an

Vol. »11, P, 471
bhy, Surney, Bansard, Veol., ., I, VW o, >.(fa1J?W,

Baungerd, ¥Yol. ¥il, U, lebs: bolan, Hoassr , Vol. Vis,
P, #7o=7: Casilereagh, Hansard, Vol., .2, o, 3524,

By, D10, @de, london: J. Murray, lsi/,
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laaa, the laws of uature, so. the laws 2l Gold . ihe voe-
ligation of the wedliby tu pruvive ilor the poor is advaaw

tagecus for Lhe cvich, for 'n dlus - sy Loy ca) weveloy any

Yoy

gratll s iy burdag &0 Quar oaable Lo iofu.
In aome way, perbeps, the privileged suppuriers o
the to.r Lews suunad bhat an eo of the . oor wLows wiuld
mark & s..ue La toe Lraueiors mb vl @ sosiely | Cowm pRLEr~-
nalise £o reidvidialiegw, #be @ Jo pusius 5 wdeiy ¢lass
srould be cuesiloned & Lhei privileces abei: g8/, OB
wricer heas suy ;pelen:
The re.ovm of cue W00E Low wis 4ot en Lgwleled
issue. il w2s an Integral part ot the growing
nody of changes aecessary for Jagland's teanmie
tion o #n lacuztsdsl aad cr-wercial sociecy,
speenhanland and the Joow low wollcy fwuale’
upoa it represauied oue wi the last remincexy, vl
the stetus aagestry of the evolvia, suciety, ’
- part then, for z few winu. proposale we.w lu
1917, » vear ol very widespread cowarn asvir the o leut
Wh peupPri®s 10 Lee BUuDLry, wcovernasol wee lavgely uu-

willic,, to initiste or cuuntenance any roulcsl reiurm i

23y, urney, Hansacd, Vol. V., ¢. 1400,

9, ', Caveloss eviv, The e f oy oy’ eel, et
Clarenim, 19.4, 1, 142,

97 gucher, Ypor Law te roverty, F. 98-39,




the Yoor Laws. la the House o. Looawons, opposition o
ra. fcal refor s suffleis. tly stru to prevent any
ralcal seasure noinz beyon third readin . It is therg-
tore evident that there was & wilde Jiveriesce hetween the
opinions of the econowmists and those of the govermment.
it is also spperent that there wse & eonsiderasble wusber
of M.:8. who opposed the views of the ecomemiets. The
oppoglition ¢, (e econunists sprang froa the belisi that
the poor haa a right to relief, the ‘ear o: revolution,
the very complexite of the problen, the radicel navure

of the proposals, the tojection of the Helthusisn princie-
ple of population, &nd the belief that the traditionsl

oyder of society wag threatened,



SHALTeR IV
PO e REWORAL R

Ltven though the Tory rovermsent sud & vusbe- of
M. Fs. favoures tne retention aof the ivor lLaws, a ganslder«
able body of opilnion in the Commoue Ffavoured the valical
refors or the foor Laws., Sowme messure of the support for
radicsl refory can be zauged from the Reporte and debates
of the House vf Comszons.

Select Commititeen ware creais! Ly booh Uouges o
Parxliavent on a sessional basin f.r the puvpose o exaniae
ing snd veportin- o 2oy sartieeler wubjest. Tosc loters
of the House ~F Compons gz the Poor Lews vero vounste) .o
1318, fa 1517, 1318, 18172, and 132, Parlisment @ obe
viously not ~frald to appoi-t € Livse CoadLEsas anberds Led
weny @f diverse bachereuml syl Jhoop ol wievs., Thues, 4-v
exaple, serving o the so e Fon lay Qeemitice of the
Bouso of Commons iv 1812 weve Usstleweap), Curver g
Ricardo. Castlereagh, the Tory leader .. the Bouse ul

Cormons and o landed a-istovial, 70 an sicwd sLpporter



of the Poor Laws., Ricardeo, . Radical, & <ctive’ jtoc!w
broker aos an econyist, sought thelr abolition, Lur en,

2 ¥hir and & wember of the lanic certor ndvacate” a
natioral seaten o Benevolent ~ocietiee. fwe 07 the aion
of appointine there Mesheve of (erliamesc ith ennViorin
views to the sare omiltes vag verbapr re provite g 2¥rah
of opirjor from which rhe treth ov, st lerct, ¢ oo ooe

[}

sense crmpraxnise would avpeny.” orvdrtees ba- oo poerr

escept thet deleeated to thero apr' the Bouee weg ir no way
bound by their B&p@rmﬁ,2

Yome of the Comitteer, 2-polnte! ¢ coneider the
Poor Laws in tha 1313-34 perisi .oxlt with very nievm
aspects of the gproblewm. They i sot thervefore pet or
take the opportunity o eupress their opinlous m the
vhole {oor Lew system. duch commiviess were, .ovr exanple,
the Zelect Sommittee on saxlsh Apprantices of 1813, the
“plect Committes on Headicity in the Metropolis of 1814,
the select Committee on the roor EBate Returns of 1821,

lgordon strathearn, ;
stable, 1932, ¥, 7.




and the Select Committee on ‘arish “sttlewant oF lﬂﬂﬁ.j

The most Jdetailed exaxinstion »* tha Pror Lawve was
nade by o belect Committee in 1*17.“ her Torosl raos v
the Poor Laws weve established in 1919, 19LR, Y419 pn
1328, > committee on lahourers® waron was seb un in 1874
an~ twd comaltteas on gadgvarion in 1524 an' 101

The ‘iwve toor Law lomiittess wn  the Loy~ on!
Wasgr Towmvittae shoves the sery sivonz: 7Ty uenge of Che
econcalsts both in thelr exeainatian of ¢he natewrs of the
problene presacted by the Foor Lawve snd {n thelr vroposed
solutions to these probluze., They were ton, in vary gpuhs
stantial azreesent., The 1218 Corwmitten -tated that it wes
“gatisfied of the justiee of those priaciples end opinions
which have heen vefore subsitted to the House' by the 1817

Hﬂuﬁw of

WWM,.‘* o)

;,,A i _p; 'v;;z :{jf H@uﬁa \T L@WW0nm$ 11
July 1«‘31;; bEDor L Lrom Lhe Le et ttew on Poor Rate
gﬂggggg, Hﬂnsa 0f ﬁummmmm, lu July 1&31; idyﬁa&mhﬂhﬁ gﬁg
o Comm : he law of Yarish seftlerents, Bouse of

G1r was decided Lo @1%@ the report a wider eireulstion then
waual, ﬁasminanm 8 iniviative esmech maglstrate was given
2 COPYa iwes, July 5, 1617, The Report was alsc
published in zhm arwal Reglzter a2’ fpn papbles fovm in
1817.




®  fhe 1819 Cowmittee sffivued that “the further

Coaslctee.
consnldaeration of the laws for the relief of the Poor ...
bad tendec ty ewmifirm ... thr anriectnens of that view of
the subject bich = taken vy the Corittee in the @wesvr
1317, aad the sousn.uess of the principles which wore then
stela> in thels “epnrt,,, 5 The 1828 -alect t.oedtise
gcknnled "3l LEs 1a bt ke o0 e (917 a4 1418 Foae
Laew Comattie: Teporss sa’ o the leponk »f the Labourera’
22 181 -1 cammittae.?
The 1517 Tomrities attache” the systew of compule
gory assustoants fov the supnert of the poor. These
essegsments heo proaduced " the unfortonrte effect of ghst-
inz those exertivas on the part of the labovrin elarpes,

on which,.. the Lappiness acd velfsre of meekiad bas been

pade to regt°.8 1t wes afratsd thet, "from & reference to

1518, Bouse ol ﬁummumﬁ, % Mmy 1@13, 3 “1.

: Feom i Ler on Ehe bastis, Lbly, bouse
af wawﬂans, P Jﬁ%ﬁ l&l?, Fo 3.




the iacressed amd increasing smount of the suns reised for
their relief, that this systex i3 perpetually sucoursing
and increasing the amount of rirery Lt wes desiyne. oo
alleviate, cxeating 2t the saze 1. gn unlicite ) dess -
on {unds which it cannolw auyxent .9 lv vas  spparent to
the Committee that 'both the number of paupecrs, and tiz
anouvnt of mxwey levied by assessieni cre progregsively
incrensing .lﬁ Horveover, wbilet Tie (ontery 30y aypsus .
of aduinistering tae Joor waws vbioired it wouls appeac
that there does sot exisi auny power wi arresilng e
progress of this iocredse, cill it shall o luiger e
founc possible Lo augmeat the sue valse Ly «rsesviecc
The increase wnlch bae L&wn plece ik lon cim wab: O
paupers, & In Lhie arsesnsencs [ur Lheir suppord, osa
barily foil to have arilsen Irom gauses lobworct in the
systen of Yoor Laws itseli, as it coes ool wypear to bave
depended satively upon say twposary oo loeel chooe

gtance .11

:}M-’ Eo Zusa
Wipag,, ». 207,
LLW.' Fe 471,
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If things contisue #s they have, then

sootheve 18 every rveasorn to thiok that the amount
of the assessment will continue, as it has Jdone,

to inereasse, till et s perio’ wmore v legso vemots,
according to the progress the evil hes slready wade
in different places, it ahsll bave abaorhe” the
profite of the property on which the rate mey

bhave been assessed, producing thereby, the ne-
glect and ruis of the land, and the waste or
removal of other property, to the uthter subvers
sion of that heppy ¥zdar of society o long upbeld

in these kiagé@ma.l

The onle wav . aveidiie these unbhappy conse-
guences is Ny bdbringlas aboat & ‘graduel restoration of a
feelinz o? rellance” of the lebsurers 'on thelr owun in-
dustry, rethes then wpor the parochiel gssessranls, thar
the transition to & wore vholesowe systesw can be
cffeﬁtaé“.lz

1f compulsory asseserernis for the poor were aot
only unwise hut aleo dengerous, the same was Lrue, the
Comsittee thought, of the assured reapoasibility to pro-
vide work “or the ucewmployed. “This is a8 confiting which

e L

iz 1s not in the power of any law to fulfil, The only

IQM" yo ETI&
Vmga,, B, 277,
Wpped,, P. 283,
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way of raising the waees of labiur was by increasing the
demand for labour

sostnd theve {3 nothing rthat can ircresse rhe de-
mand, but the Inoresse of wesith by which lsbour
is supported; if therefore the cowuls~ry sppli~
cation ol any part of this wealeth tends (as it
must slways tend) to employ the povtion ir -iise
tributes less profitebly than it would have besn,
1f left to the interested superiatendence of its
owners, i canuct ¢all, by shue Aininishing the
funda which voeld otherwise have beev appliesble
to the xelatensnce of labour, ¢ place the whole
bode of la'wurers Lo 8 woerse “ituseion then thﬁ%
in which they would siberwise bave Leen placed,*”

The 1817 Povr law Comaittes agraed.l“
The Voor laws alse atfected she supply ot iabour,

ooy holdiag out to the labouring classes,
that they shall ¢t all tizes be provided with
sdequate esploynent chey arve lad o believe
they heve nothing to Jdvesd «hile they sre will-
ing te lsbour. Tbe supply of labour, thersfors,
which they zlone bove the power to yepulste, is
left constently Lo increase, witheut auy refer-
ernce to the “erand, uvr to the fuads on which (it
Jepeada, Joder these clreumsiances, if the
sessaad for labour su’denly decreases, the pro-~
visions of toe Poor Law slone mre looked to, to
supoly Lhe place of all those clrousstsances
which result only from vigilance end caution.
The powers of rhe law, ... in reslity effect
nothing but 2 more wasteful application o! the
diminished capital than would otherwise take

o 9
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place: they tend thereby saterislly to reduce
the vesl wages of fyee labour, and thuy 9&&&“*
tially to injure the labouring classes.l

In sum then,

«sothe demmn.' and supply of labour bave in Che
matural course of things, sveh 2 ten Cue~ W
regulate and balanee cach other, unless countere
acted by art{ficial lvevitvrions, that ar- gre
cass ol either wxisiey [rom tewporary causes,
woul, If wet by temporary expe.lepts slouve, 1-
no leng tise corveet Ltself; whoress the
praciice .o umleyr Munmlerac) .o, orislosrioe
perheps in & bumsce extessicon of the lew to
weet ceses of ocecapi-wal gn  seesclos oowroney,
#und Angonsidexscely contimued, 3¢ cealoulsted to
perpetuate evils chme mld of wrwise @
transient, and pmxmanamtig to derange the wbole
industry of the covatry,'w

it 's impelistely sppevert thet thdre was a stvong
evincic‘ence of thovght beturen 2o ecanx 1820 . the . oo
ey Crisittess over the effesces of the rnolish Poor Law,
The comitbtesrs zocepbiud L-alicitly the Molvhusiza pricoie
ple of population and wove expliclily che wages fo
theory. They agree’ thet the Foor Lewe’ e'lects voye ¢o
exacertate the prohlem they somwpht oo goleve, T ~oiuth
of populsi on was ercourage! hy the cocor lows and Lbe

Iﬂf@»ﬁi%ﬁ af the "lizsberthan et of 1] we 00 :“u‘gnirﬁ@ nera ey

1817, . prysl Regleter, ¥, 2E=%,
141%, P. 7.
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for all -- could oot be fulfilled. The »ages Fund Theory
with {ts dewand for workers Feperndient on the gmount of
capital and L5 supply of wourless Tepe ‘ent on the erowth
of populatimy, .08 state” in 3 For similar to th-r uf the
econouists, The generel position of rhe ecorowmists 1o
fevour oi a policy of laissez~faire In the labour -zriet
was als> gccepinc,. ey g rew! t20, in the belief clue
the real an.wer to the prosles of novert; yeqte” ww the
self reliance, fovesizht, thri®t an¢ prudenge of the
workers. Both selieved thet without some ehanses in the
Poor Laws thare was & prospect of all the profits of land
being eventuaily ssallowed up »y the poar poke,

Cunnizoentally, tuo, the foovr Lav (o wmititees accepw
ted the king ,° .ucialy that the larpe-scale adoption of
the econosiscs’ propesals would brian, The zighi of the
poor to receive reliof wos larvely denfed, The patermale
istic scatus soslety wae rejeenc’ Jn fawour of v in'ivie
duelistcic scclety., Labourers were larpely responsible
for thelr owm economie eomil€ion,

v the sualysis of the problens pressnted by the
Yooy lows thevs waz then cuch ayreement between econonishs

and cowzittees, Un the propossls forx reform there wap
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some divecgence. This was oot too sexprisiog for iv the
analysis of & problem & lerge degree of abetraction and
speculation s poesible. In suggesting weasures for re-
form, 8 problem bas to be ccamine in Terms of the covcrete
and practical situstion of ube day and ghe besediate poli-
tical, social and evononic realities bave to be faced.

The question of waration for tw. levy of 8 poar
rate showcd in sone way the coaflict beiween theory aud
practice. thile the intewt wi the Lilsebethan 2ot was to
tax “pecple on thelr locel avd visible property’, in
practice the burden bad heesn “placed alwost emclusively
on land and bouses”.l” Uhile sgresins with the principle
that the tax base ghould be wider, the 1817 committee
poiated out that practically it wase wot possible. Yith
a cationsl levy for tho poor vate, it wovld he fopossible
to devise, “eny adequate wesns to check the Jemands on
such & fund, when every excess in parochisl ‘ighbursevercs
would be merged 1o the general evpenditure of che &mpir&”.m@

In presenting ite propossls for the re’urm of the

10omuittee on foor Lawe, 1717, Lyomald Docdnten, b, lo7,
MM” i}. *17%1
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Poor Laws, the 1817 Comsittee wes somewhst besivant., It
Bugzested that expenditures should be limited,

Whether the future sssessments shouls be limited in
the firet Ilnstsuce Lo the smunt » eay one yjenr,
or to an average of winy, your comeittee think the
sawount :n each succoe. g year nw. e sceediur BU.en,
ten or even & rorter ‘wtar, should thea a:tord
an avergge crken sl oy Lo the Llael wevm., ten
Or greater oumber; by wlilch ceans a dimdnution in
the amount might “e alfovie , wittoul the pugsie
bility, on the otvhec ““*xi wi aft e s beyomes
the or ginel Vi doop ane-

To dldveh the w Jwes of e wve cogelved relw the
SO ILL L R OSOULICn T El

cnat!w: wh e thﬁ Foder wBTde f:!.’f Tabour ’mty TP e
vived, it way not asafely e provided, that, from
an:t gfter ¢ cectaln o1 v, Ao velisf ahall be
extended to aay child whose father bsin: living,
1* undgr -««- yeaxs oF aos; 8 pricciploy hlos
by sltering the age frows ciwe to tiame, might,

if L siould be thourht Je fvghlo, “e cavy.cd
still further into eperation,“*

In additica, the committee also suszgested that
it way also be provided..., that from an! after &
gspecified L: e, no relies shall be prousule . op
any child whose father “Hoatn-~ ldving, hae nmtzw
arave ehilirew wner | years 07 &t

The ¢v sittec alsy propogel thri +Y 3 the Jenerd Fox

21pid., ©. 270,
221n4d., 2. LB
23ppid., Po 20
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labour revived then the aumbers being previded with woerk
by the parishb be graduslly dimiaished.>®

+hile proposing to limili the relief yranced, the
commitiee &lso lent suppurc to vearious pro tehoncs ¢f selfe
help. It favoured iriendly Tceieties sad saviuge Bauks.
i1t also recowsenied the sstablisiwent oi varochial Benefit
soeletlies whieh would provide pelief in eiciness 200 &n
aannuity in old age., vhen these Institutions were {lrst
set wy, parishes «uuld e permitier &0 plece [rive parechisl
funde an smomwat equal to the sur paristiionere would heve
bad to pay if they bhel hegun to vomtriduie esarlier., In
this way, the inhabitents in fhe parigh woul. bave an
asgured incose in olf aye end in &i&kﬁ&ﬁﬁ-zg

In addition to thess vevious schenes of encoupay=
inn imdividual seli~help the commiites suggested Che
establishoent of work schbowols for psuper ebiliren. The
children ol paupers, if cecowmandead, oould be teken lrom
their porents and edussated in these schools, Here

26

children would be isured” Lo work. The comsdtiee also

2brnis,, P. 286,
231p1d., P, 275,
20gpid., Fo 279,
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recommended the establishment of paroehisl favrme .or the
amployment of the unemployed, and the letting of swall
portions of land to industrious labaurare.z7

The proposals of the cowmittee follow from ige
amalysis of the problems presented by the Foor Law system.
its gsugcesticns to divinish remdusllv the mumbers of rew
etplents of poov relie? were varietionr or falthus' wiae
pasels, Jryynoisle for avineve Socleties vt vith the
suppo-t of rhe ecomomists since rhev empbesized {udividusl
reaponsibilice, The supnort al workin: schools for paup -
ghildren scems to conflict bowever with propoesals to
diminieh the ausber of recipients ot poor velic® and to
egcourace the indgpendence of the workin: classes sisce
there would be no disadvantage to havine wony children,
Proposale to establish pavechial farws slso couflicted
with their gugrzestions to lLimit the aucber who ware depane
dent on the nerish “ov work. Ybese com'lictin: propussle
wave prob: :ly the reflpetion of the dissent withia the
exmaitiee.

The 1.1% Committes recommended that relief should

Z?M,, P, 287,



108

be confined to the old, the sick and the impotent} that
labour should be allowed to civeulate freely; that the
"provident habits" of the poor should be asided by the es»
tablisbment of baviags Banks and Benefit Socleties and
that the children of the poor should be educated in the
principles of movalitey and religlon, uoited with habiis of
1ndustry.28

The Labour Wages Committee of 1814 comcerned that
the roundsman systea would diminish the industry of the
labourer, degrade his charascter and encourage a surplus
population, recomsended that the pariab provide the unem

ployed,

«o owith labour less sceepteble in ics nsture
than ordinsry labour, sod at lower weges than
the averapgs vate of the neizhbourhood., Your
counittee can add, that this wethod bas been
found practically beneficial in all 91§3ua
where it bas been carrvied iants effect,

The rising expenditures on the poor after 1825
brought the estedblistment of & Foor Law Comaittee in 1828,
The Committee recomsended thet it should be made unlawful




Lok

for say overseer to pay the poor any sddicion to bis waLes
o2 account of himsels or bils family, 1f this proposal

were acted upon, the committee believed thet, s gradual
fmprovement would take place in the condition of the poareyr
classes... am! & rise {n wores would there be a CONSeqUEnCe,
Farish labour end parish pay would act as a detervent Lo

the worker so that,

eee8hovld the independent workman be thus ine
duced to delay his sarrispe for a g tine,
the supply of labour beiny then o Lit slower,
wages will graduslly vise to the amount sutiie
ciert to support a ‘amily In cowiove; and in
such gﬁse the Poor Rate will zell &s che wages
rise,

Ihe Commitiee underlined its belief in che Lapoge
tance or educatior in the Following way:

The ultiwete success of any such altevacion of
the law as contempleten by Your Compictee would
depend algo upon the depree of iatelligence and
corethought emons the Yoor themselves; and, on
this account, the gemeral ditfusion of such an
edueation as may assist and prowote the develop-
ment of those cquallities, will be of cthe uimost
consequence, s way be considered as the =mose
valuable and permanent benefit that can be cone
farred.3l

The committee’s proposals again agveed very strongly

1818, P. 10.
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with those of the economists in epiric. They concurred in
recommndiog the sholition of relief to che able bodied,
in the Laporiance o! controllin- the «rewth ol populatcion
and of educating the working clssses., However, insiead of
esing starvation as a deterrent to early wmerrisve, the
comeitiss proposed thet of parish labour.

“elect Commitiees oo Eamigration were este':lished
by the Pouse cf wowmona in 1224 and 1827, In beth sommit-
tees the influvnce of the econondlsts was very evidemt,
Malthus was the ster witness of the 1127 ‘inal repove,

His opinions were romtlowelly usesd throughout the repori
to butiress its amalysis and ita ceclusions. dlmet
Borton, the chaivman of the 157, Comdties, Under Zecve~
tary of war snd the Coloniles L821-7, and 'the oificiol
parent” of the LLI6 Report weeogaiesd Metulloch as an
suthority and was happy tu note that ciel: +lews weue in
agnmtz-ﬂ

Using phrases redolent of the esconsuists, the

1827 Committes waintaloed that  lavour whick is the poume

aummxmz, 3755 and T. C. Hanserd, Yerlisseocesry
satee, Bew Series, London: T, €, Hpnsard, Wml; m,
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modity of the poor mau, pavtases strictly, as far as ite
value is concerned, of the circumstances incident to
other commodities, and that its price i Jieinisbeu Lo
proportion o che axcess . supply 88 coapared with damanﬁ”.33
it opposed laws to regulate the price of Llaboux > The
1820 Comaittee accepted the wajzea fume ductrine speaking
of the 'fund for ihe remumeration o. labour' 3>

The comuittee believed tos. iLhe irestest practicel
frmprovenent that could ba .ade in the svetem involved the
end of ~<lief o able bodies paupers. il believed thag
this elizination .7 relief would be rendered mugh more
prsciicable by che latroduction oi a sysiem of reguleted
emigration than by aay sther SeRSLTE . This opinion is
exactly that of Lsssau lemlor. The coneiliss agreed alse

with .althue who maiotained chat emigrecion could provide

M1nid., P, 15.

This”apinxan;slsaw*éuﬁd*supparﬁwin@iﬁé'pamphiet, Hints on
taterption, London: J. Hatchard, 1828, P. 4.
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for the prevemtion of a redumlant population du Tutuce Lr
the houses of the poor were pulled down when they emirated.
It avres ' with him that 1t r a8 govne poliey o 1 emiuve-
tica fyom the poor rates if a posiibilicy Liat the vac..y
thus created would nmot be filled up.*y

It is evident thot there wss & vonsidevable degres
of anreerent with the opiasioms ol the czoo-adevn v the
Bouge of Commous. However, .t i3 ot et all clesy }o»
much sgupport the reports recslved Ffron the nemburs of the
Cosmons' Comittees s bow much Jlsiant o s woo v ichia
the commitieas Lierszlves. Lt couly be il e, Chew B
wajoricy of the eommittes woule be tierslly fn - viwx ol
he repori, Vor esch eovcdlites [lve .abexsd constitule.
2 guorwa. HNowever, slsce the toisl sexbexebip of .us
commitiess wavied pebues: wpiby o0 wig.;, 1. coule se
expeoted that the conmlbies waell . 6 rewd wvl walil
ettended and that & dedivaked aies Loy eoald, b 00k,
deternine the content of the repori,

it {3 probable chat wv oeEB o e0mé Lo Lo o

over woon they would call ss wiioesses L oiuri Tths Vomalitee,

1ecd, Fo 1i.

IPpnire seport,
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Robert Owen recounted fin bis autoblography his unfortuvate
experience before the 1817 Comuitree when it kept hin waite
ing for two doys while it discumse) wetds ~ Jo woul, oe
bim,’® Owen also mentioned that all fn-ty nerdors of o
coumittes were present on that occssian.

As has been menticoed gsowe there was a cevrsin
degres o1 conilict ~etwesn the snclye.in 5. the jvohis @
presented by the roor Law and the propossly sugpestes by
the 1817 commitcee, ibis conflict in evidence of the
divergence of apinion betwesn @ vbeve of Che Lo 1 aCoem.
There were on the wowaiiies st lewst three roups o.
thought -~ those sugpesting the sbolition of the voor
Laws, those recomsmmnding sinor reforms and chose who
would use Beneflt Socleties smnd Jevings Banks a5 the wmain
means of reforaing the Pour Law,

it iz possible to identlfy some of the asjor

G. Bell,

e e

Mcgstlereess was quoted in The Tines, ebruoac-~ 5, 1818,
as affirmiog in the Bouwe of Comsons that, it was not
gorcect that thers were «r woay opl 4 nr,.. 38 there wers
mewbers . He watuteined that he coul., wiJbe conii ewe
affir-, tha. aliormgh odlf7ece t opl o8 woorrrarily pres
valled..., the commitiee were unaninous on mauy lsadiog
points .
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supporters of each of these polots of view, Gurwen aad
Brydges were advocates of the benefit ﬁnn&wtieﬁ.&“

sturges Bourue, Batbursc snd Lasclecesdh acoepted
the principle of the Yoor L&ws.&i vibers whow lv is nuk
possible to identify conuemned the geseral pricciple of
the Poor Laws,"~

By 1819 the division of opinien, if judged ths
propozales of the comuittee of Lhet year, bad larpely dise
appezred since 1ts sugzestions were clear and unsabiguous,
it sought the adolition of cke roox Laws wich the ovaly
qualification oi che tive being ripe. «hile the 1815
Commlttee did favour Savings Benks sud Senefiv Zocleties,
it 41d not support the esubsicdization of Benefit socfeties
from parish funds.

it mee perlinps be supgested that the difference

between the 1517 end 1819 reports was due to the change In

R

40The haeis of this opinion will be eatsblished in the
next chapter,

41, ﬁau:z&nay iz his ""Letter to Lturges Bourne” published
:agh panhleteer, London: Rest swd Veunev, Vel, i1, 1818,

b2y Ibid., ¥. 377, “ovrteney refirs Lo a Mr, B, Thave
were howaver three My, H's -~ Hzll, Holford and Huskisson,
who were meohers of the comnitiee,
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mexbership of the two committees., Twenty-eipht of the
forty wembere of the 1317 Committee served agein in 1519,
The 12 leeaviny menbers and the 10 additicvs represented
gimilar interest groups and siciler ,eopraphicsl areas
except in twoe respects. Une of the leaving M.ke., Logie
hart, and threo of the additiens, Gramt, fennedy &and
Riddell represented ieottish conmstituencies. In penersl,
the Scots ruling classes wers in favour of the sbelition
of the cowspulsory assesseent ovthe poor beliny centent
with cthelr own voluutery systes end a.rald o:. the extea-
glon to .cotland of the Laglish Foovr wav system with Lits
vastly lerger aaaandituﬁ@a.ﬁj

The a2ddition of Rircerdo o the 1819 Commlttee
would slso add & powerful advocste to the apnti Your Law
forces,

Tie other change wbich ey have besan Jdecisive ia
one respect was the facs thal Brydjes, one of the lesding

a vocates of “enefit Foeleties, wos noL & oesber of the

?.'25»2?.4"”
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1819 Committee. Curwen uppeared to have lost conflleace
in the abilicy of the 1519 Comeiftee Lo periorm suy ‘ur-
thexr use.ul £ruas?uu.&@ Wl chtfery ve Lo cBe CObps wie
ticm of the 12ty as coapared wicy he Lol) o lttee ,lus
the decline in wowin's loterest v Lave been Jdecisive

in chanin- the benefit socletvy progpossls, It ha' apperred
to Courtensv in «pril 1917 chat the Jwomilrtee wve nol
going U vecowsend Benefic “ocictlos as & mesns of altere
ing the rcor Law&.ag it is proveble (nat the inclusdon
oi the Benefic wocletlen' recoswniniion appeared in the
18l7 tepurt larsely becesuce ol e pouwecful advocacy of
Lurwen and Svydgas.

The shoence of couflict in tiw proposels of the
later foor Lew Commitbess probably sus «6Ls the subal:ue
tizl sgroenent of fhe majorily ol venbers attending the
comittees wich the reporis.

ihe les.slecion incroduces inle | axliacent in the
iodu's pleo shuwed ¢ de o ree o colnuvli ente . tholabi

vith that ot che economists, In the half ‘ecade after

XTI Wol. oinkdy iy fied .

&J;rwfav@ to Courtenss'e Tueller 1o Lturses Bowrue , The
b : Wil R V\a&‘ :AM»’ 31 o )?2'




112

1813 by contrast, all bille introduced in the Commons
largely sccepted the principle o7 the Poor Laws,

Jaroaay L1, W1 Ja e fesclett, wr vobee o ler ey,
soved for perziscion to {at - ~luce 2 BIll to place 2 »axi~
GHED B0 L QOT LAt et ACuavi, T £holich the tevw of
Settlenent, sud to srclude the abloa~belied fron the vecelst
of velinf *C Thece praopa: 1n v e with TMlaam sty nnmpnrt.&y
Alcbhough the bLll rescedsod secon reeding, “earlory wes
forced to wilivivaw the B{ll on July 7, 131 afrer the
further discussion : 15 72! Heer partronel e omen timea.“a

hecoqnizin: that the opp.sitien o the “1i} wam
too strong, “sarlett, ln iLoc oe i sescion, rcire pEad o
carry valy oue pact o. it -~ (e abolition nf the rottlee
G4y

meat Lewe, The wotien or the secon? res’i-p of the

bill wee 103%.5“

‘M"i’ . Hansarxd, Farligwenta
Loanden: Hansaerd, Val. v k. J?Jn%.

bakeys, Yew Leries,

é7£§&‘i., s S8y=7,
481p14., P. 1480,

[ - » »
43 ¥ B8 i COUBE DY LOGLAGRG boanagd 0 urings *
1% ;‘: 4){ s vﬁl ® Lf;}r-?‘i 111’ 1#0 -»:210
Mg, ¢, Hensard, Ihe caslisient. ¢ Eig, Vew reries,

Lemdon ¢ ﬁanmaw@, 1€.2, vol, Vii, #. ??f.



The bill of Johm 8. sonck, M,FP. for Readiny, to
restrict "the paymeat of say pert or portion of the Wages
of Labourers gut of the roor Rates was introduced cu oy
12, 1325.51 The bill war given second readin: mm June /
and withdraws on the sae &&y.éﬁ

Two years later on June 13, 1227, 7obert Aglionby
Elaney, the barrister and M.F. for threwsbury, was wiven
leave to brinmy ia a bill 'to declare and awend the law
relating to the Employwent ane faywent of ;s bleww ied
Labourers {rom the Loor Hates . Lo bhile wpesch Llavey
referred 'to the oplniond of My, Wicardo ang rr. (withis...

as suthorities to guide hﬂm'.lj

Thiz ball was subssicted

to the Seleer Coummitces on the Poor Lews of which [laney

wes the chairman,® Ua Pebrusry 24, 1529 tlaney reintro~
duced his coill. Be proposed 'to do away wiih coney

allowances to able~bodied aen, 230 long asz thay ware ia the

512- “we Eamté. Cariiamuntary tahalas
London: Hansard, 182%, Yol. Ji, 1. 1%,

Jasrnelrs pi the o4
Vol., LUl #, 407,

33?. C. Hansard, [grlismentazy ebaten. Hew Series,
London: T. 5. Hansar !, 187h, Vol, NIT, ', 175,

'-w{%% Ll y Vol, ha-iid, e 2%,
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ouployment of third persons” except in case of illness or
old sge.3% Though falling shoxt of the proposals of the
economiste, yet Slaney's bill would require ewployed
labourers to support their own children without sssistance
from the poor rate. Thus "imprevident wmarriages’ would be
checked and “forethought” ancouraged.’® The bill, which
reached the committee stege fin 1829, was relatroduced in
the 1830 session whare it reached the third reading.

It would appear, then, that by the kind of bills
introduced in the House by Slaney, Monck and Scarlett that
there was sose evidence that there was support for the
econouists® proposals, 7Thexe ave, however, some grounds
for believing thet the influence of the economists reached
its zenith in the Commons in ..tween 1819 and 1823. The
1819 Committe¢ and Scarlett's bHill of 1820 acoepted both
the analysis aand policy recommendations of the sconomists
without reserve. After 1824 however, while still sccept~
ing the economists' enalysis of the Poor Law problems,
the labourer's VWages sud the 1828 Poor Law Committess
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recomeended the provietfon of parieh labour for the unwse
ployed at lower rates thau those regularly employed,
Slaney's and Monek's bills to sbolish the payment of re-
lief to exmployed labourers weres alio less radioal thon
the stand taken by Secarlett in 182¢ and fell shore of
the recoumendetions of the econowists.

It ias, of course, poseible that the Comnlteess
and Slamey and Monek recognizing the extent of the oppo-
sition to the economiets’ prupussle comprovised in order
tc obtaio the msximum gmount of support in the “issmms
for pome fairly substsntial veform of the kFour Laws,

In sddiclon to the committee veports and the proe-

cess of legislation through the Com

wne, iodividual ©.¥s,

betrayed & toincidence of

thought between thelr opindous
and cthose of the economists., Hcarlett and Slaney botb
had introduced bills in the House uslag avguments which
were similar to those of the economiste. Yilwmot Horton
was "'the officvial parent” of the 1826 and 1827 Emigracion
Committee Beports. Jobn Hooek by hiz bill of Hay 17,
1825 bed sought to rvestyict the payment of wiges out of
the poor rate, In 1821 be hed naiotained that the Poor
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Laws ought to be abolisbed,” He asinty ineu oo, Chat
“the systen of Foor Laws gave no «iécout.iaie.t Lo Lhe

2
* N wimm’“ml Thowas

increase of the unuuber of peaupecs’ .
Benry Devies, tl.F, for Jorcester Cl.y, agreas wich the
views of Maltbus on the foox sta.fﬁ Lir faaogel  oxflily,
the lawv retorser aud bayxrister, was wuto o lusused by the

ma vhich be calies & work Lich vl seope

£it the latast gnunarizy'.:g Bis oppusiton. o the
bettlement Laws smas vesed on inaendlarisze gl scopoots
graanﬁa.“l in a letter wraiten oa Hoveanboer 17, L1789, ne
stated that he was opposad o Lee pouve selag ghie Lo de-
aand support as & matter of righe'. e balinzw:! that
the English Pour Lew wa# & Gourcd ol weilh gluaor @ aisdry
than would arise from the poor sedng lelt Lo .up.x Zoe

tirely on the casual bouaty «. .ue ehoritable’ % 0 louel

3 8an. 500 » ELihicr sgikmpy Pehater Yo, ¥, ¥, 1483,

§

% Henserd, !prillamerrery Depates, Yol, JWLIL, P. 1583,

Lo

Fhid., L. 1380,
‘“*ir *zmuel Eamilly, Qﬁﬁﬂi&ﬁmgmhﬁiavbmf;_ui ‘

«?KM,’ Jol. 1E, :. 1.3,
621n4d., Vol. 1, 7. 237.
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Robert Torvens, M.P, for Ipswich and friend of #Wicardo,
agreed with the Malthusisn prineiple of population and the
wages fund theory. He meintained that the food supply

opipdavion, the only pose
sible means of evadicating pauperism, is He |

There were, he maintained, two ways of seconplishiug ihis
either by noval restzaist oy ww: a?,ratiﬂa.%s soneph Buso
showes his sgreesent wilbh talilns when e stated thal bhe
boped that en 4,P. would bricg 1 2 bill e lavin: Lwg
"from and aftexr the passing .. whie sci, ve obild lagici-
mate or illegicimace siwuld be entitled o 2 waiatenance
from the parish”.”

Four nembers of Farlisment who bessse meabers of
the ¥hig cabinet of Hovembaer LEIU hsd ezpressed thelr
support of the retovs of the Poor Laws sad showee unmige
takably their agreement with the ecomomists. Lord ~Althorp
becass GChencellor of the Exchequex; Brougbas, Lord
Chancellor; delbourne, boow Lecrectacy and Crabhem; First

63up sor Tatrmna % Paper on the Mesms of Reducing the FPoors
he Pagphletosy:, Sept. 1817, Lomdon: Oale and
WW}?, Vﬁt. "g ﬁ@. W‘Z@ ‘§"‘ 5173»

Jebates, Vol. W, F. 472,
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First Loxd of the Admiralcy,

Henry Broughes nede clear hie position on the Foor
Laws ou & number of oceasions. He "had no hesirstion in
stating, thot the vicess of populocion rer one »f ~he  vest
cuuses of cthe diutress whileh au praseoav afflicted Lhe
countery . The privciple of vopolation ‘way the soutcwe ©
principle of political &@mmmmy“.%ﬁ e soiote.nes chat he
foor lava cemove! '3ll checks wpon fopoiient werriages
and tende: Lo rmltiply the v bov 3l che people beyun.
the mesns of subsistence, cthat {s o wultip y the nuubers
of the poor”. He could see .0t one effectusl reowly Lox
this grest and growing evil; 4i¢ 15 the one whiel Yolisus
g0 immediately from the priaciples unfolded in ¥r, 4lilus's

celebrated ﬁaxﬁi.&é

Brougbes believed that the risot v
be supporied out of the work of others was .estructive of
frugelity end diligense, 4 pevwament fund for Che suppors
of the poor would ultimately wultiply cthe evils it cought

to éasazay.“7 The old and the sick ware aemtiiled to the

AT 188D » v@l&«» ?ﬂﬂ, ?& liﬁi"s.

%Apﬂ!. 9, 1816, “Speach on Agricultursl Utstrest’, Oplu-
O1E Broyshay, Londiont Henry Colbwra, 1837, P. Z&mﬂﬁi

chester: uuiwuxazuy“ééﬁﬁaw"lgﬁgg aﬁvg@g’.r%w.
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support of the community -- put this was hest le’t Lo
private chaxity.ﬁw

ord althorp was pachaps of Luw wexbers of the
Cabinet the one who was Lhe wuwe ootive Lo <oor Law ze-
form, He was & membsr of the Lebourcra' .2 05 Ucomlitee
of l8ls, of the woigralion Comsities aof 1v4¢ ase v the
1828 Foor Law Committae. Ue was also one of the aulbois
of the 182% and 1850 Lills co leclare aw! Asend the law
velatiag to the Imploywent aud clief of rvie-docied
Fersons {ros the loor wete of loly and 10, lhese Lills
and the committees on whico . léhorp served showed & large
degree of szresmeat with the views of the economis.s.

Loxd selbourne, ths Home .ecrecary in Uvey's
governwent, had read some of the works ol the sconoulsts
snd had heen converied to laisses~iaire. iy seermd L0
hie that the problecs of poverty eould only be solved by
aliowing che laws of supply ens desan! 20 take theis
courge, This course of setlion entailed such ui fering by
the poor and the ides of drapoening thes into thrift end
in ustry by emiing the old Poor lew sppalled Melbourme =

681n1d., ¥. 243,
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but yat he supported the reﬁmwmuﬁg

Grabos supported Hesrlett's Foor Relief Bill in
Hay 24, 1426.77 e had reao the works 0. «iih au.

ﬁmeaﬁﬁa.?l

In 1-79 b began @ ogjor &Rt on The by
lavw adudniscragon in Gum@ﬁzlamdayl

1t woald sppear then, ther at lems- fv ~F e
nerbare oF the Srev's cepinet were in Yevour of the radi-
cal reform of the Poor Laws slonz the liner surnmeursd ke
the sconomists,

<f the thirveeen M. e, vho wers in substential
ayreewnt with the econanmisre on the Foor Lovz, Tour were
lawyers = Hearlett, -lenew, fosilly and Proughsn, two
bad made thelr forvemes fr rela == fMugme ool T'guies) twe
were launded aristocrets «= Helbourne and lthorp;
were seders of cbe lended gentry <« Hovton and Orahamg

one wes a vevcheat -« Torrens, snd ooe, Ricardo, 2 stoch-

broker., OFf the grovp eix vere ‘hirs, tw wers ra’icsls

i adad

69pgvid Ceeil, Loxd M., London: Comsemble, 1954, P. 95,
Mihgusard, Dehates, Wew Series, Vol, V, I, 999,

i3, £, ward, §ir Jewes Gesbow, Lomdom: MaeMillan, 1997,
¥, 41,

?3%::; £ p @fi‘”ﬁa
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Horton, the only Tory end the others probahly bed no party
affiliation.

The radicsl reform of the Foor Lews waas wyobebly
in the esoncwic interest o. all sesbevs of the ruline
classes with the possible exception of the lawvers. vtosae
brokers, nabobs, uverchants, lamian sencry, and lanved
aristocrats wuuld il benefit by meduced expenditures on
the poor throuibh veduetions in tha poor rate, The landed
gestry snd aristoarscy 22 her heen ghre, ha! sconowie and
political ressoas for supporting the Foor I .ww in the
fivsc two decades of the (- teguth century. By Che hae
gfaoning of the third decade, hovever, the ecvommic refseois
had zoos,

These individuals associated with the y.sing
vidlle class ant especizlly merehants, mamifecturers aod
stockbrokers hed uch to ~cip Y7o the ebolivion of the
Poor Laws, Hot only would tematdon be reducedt m t aleo
the eobility of lat-wn would he weressed. Tiws the wide
deparity o wa _es between sgriculturel d4lstric.s am'
urban & ploserations would be disinizshed s wehen wages,
uneue Ghe pressure of locpeseing cospecicion Loe §-Lo

would prooatly Sacliace. ALse o smerplos purcl gpedaclon



could be tapped for further econowmic expavsion.

The lawyers alone, bad pecrheps something te lose
by the ending of the Lave ¢f .ettlerent, he wege Lol
coate of the loor Laws would %e eldnd soey vy the suslie
tion ol the tews of .ettlewsnt,

there war chen & considarabla derree of coincts
dence of thought belween the ecououdst: and some ilizie
claps on the quescion of che foor Lews, dMany politiclans
agresed with the saltbusian principle of population, with
the wages fund doctriue sad with a soclety hased on indl-
widual selfeinterest, However it does not follow rhet
the majov factor vhich determined thefir thivkicr was the
views of the sconomisnts. Iondesd, the faet thet their
individusl sel.-interest ecginelded with the ecomomi-r.’
viewn would svopest that che Loeory bad at beet & setons

dazy role to play ia conditioning their thoushie,

AX AT Emﬁ. LN
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cHAPTER §
LUReEN Akl o b

Tha rupporters of the (10 fonr les a0 thowe Lo
proposed its simple abolifinn bad @ ~oesd’ oible ». roe
of suppoxt ian the House of cmmrans, Tws osthe gporoaches
o the reform of the voor L wern proposge) by Roberd vwen
the philantireople ecoiton wanuvfecouray, and obpe Turooi,
Jwen propesed the astahlicb«. t of ceoparative villages
which at £irec he recovpemied a¥ 2 means of veforming che
rYoor Laws gad later, 2e z rmesns of trensforming soclety.
Johm Curwen suggested the estehliisbrent of Senefit
socletins on 5 netipnal bagis Which would ell ‘wrvte the
reed for & voor lew,

Curwen bhelisved that the srest Jewelopsmeald of
pavperiss after the war wae due to three caunea: ' fivst,
gncessive taxalion; second, the depreeiation o ronay}

dus thivdly, the preat rise in the necessacies of 1ife ,1

lisnsard,

, & - V‘uln mm, S’ & Wg‘“ﬁ,
Febxuary 9, 1419,
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He wag convinced that the labouy

ing olasses “d4d noi pay
lese then 25 per cens of their incow: to the govermsmnl
ir the shape of t&m&@”,ﬁ “ages in the last Jecede of the
eishitennth century were “gbout 8s. per weed”, During the

aext thirty years “the necessariss of Life wed douhled

whilst wages bad only advanced to 1is, or one-thivd BN

Hor is this ell, "tazstlon bad trebled tsking ls. o week

"o s the vorker was caught bee

fron every goor fmaily’.
tween rapldly rising prices sed tsxes and slowly risiag
wages, Ihe result was poverty.

The evils of the Poor Laws were seoy. oo lows
to raeise momey were unjust and oppresslve. The ddpinibu-

tion of relief had sapped h= independence of the wovker.

“Pauperiss contesinstes all whoe cowe witbin its vortex...

Does 1t produe: bapploess, content anvd gratitode

poori Mo, Siri discoateat, gloowm am' wisery pervade a1l
who partake of 1it, Hot s parkicle of gratitude, not wows

of contentment is to be found,™ 1f the Poor Law R 5

, POl WNVIL, P, P,

Yol. Sﬁ% &y .ﬁ;@;ﬁw?, fﬁi&?ﬁ%f}?‘
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contioved, "can it be doubted that 1. will atop ahort of
swallowing up the whole revenue and industey of s

country”, 3

La order o wake Tic DOCBSIAEY Sl-l.ands M wWhi
sygten, he maintained thai covernment would have Lo Lecoms
{avolved,®

wurwen pelievesd thet wo partial ceasures - lo
be of use..,. in effecting the secescary ehamg&a.? He
proposac o sffect the radical refors of tha Yoor haws by
2 systen of beneflt socleties. tLveryome who made any ine
coe was td congribute Lo = parish vine, He oalouleted
that the labouring classeas wonld coutyibate 4,21 A4S
froe their earnlass, other clasesn wxld combrihute
"2,96/,110 and that a levy -o esplovers densndent on the
ompshers of workmen would vield 2,109 ,#?i.a Thu= a total
of 9,305,777 wvould be avallable for the velief of afcoie

nass, old ape, and misfortune, for "a general plen of

wpahbeB Vol. 3514, Fa ’&r'ﬁ’ﬁ«, m}?’ 1?@
chigmuntary Debobes, Yol, AWWLIE, . 134,
Feb. &, 1513.

%W?ﬁ, i" S Ipmentary S HARCEE
Hay 28, 16lé.

Yol, 4ssd¥, i, 2y ieb,




ecducation’ and for other purposes conducive to "the come
forts and happiness of the ladbouriaw classes”,’

The adwinistrstion of the plan would be in the
hands of a2 comsitiee elected trom the 'labouring classes,
thair employere and the veprusentstives o7 .andel agad
other property ,

Surwen's plen was bssed on a schewe which bad been
in operacion over thirty yesrs at bis coal wines and whbich
he had later extended to cover all bis agricultural
wozketa.]‘ﬁ Contributions from bis workemen snd benefits
to them were on & slidiag scale dependent on income.
Curwen added a totsl ot three~tenths ol the amount raised
plus occasional contrinsutions to keep the fund gﬁlwﬁmt.ll
Paymente were made fn the case of accidents, slckness,
marriage, birth of @ child and in the event of desth,l?
Curwen was the permguent president of the socleties and

be drew up the rules, Unce a year all meubers of the

bsd., B. 893,
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socliety would first attend church, end then, the "annuel
feast" (to which each wesber paid s shilling) after which
came the elections of the Comsittes. The wenagevent of
the fund waes hy a compittes of workmen presided over by
Curwen's sqent.

The ains o' tha scheme wers to provide self sup it
in the case of sicknestz snd accidents, to make workers
“more respectable members of society’, to place its cone
trol in the hands of the workers te some extent and co
exempt the parish fvom the burdens of the poor rate. The
poor rate in workington, where Curwen was one of the
principal ewployers, wee less ¢ wn teo shillings per head
snnually for the yeers 1795 o 1@@1.15

Curwen's scheme on the nationel scale reflected
then bis sctions on 2 local scale, 8y lul7, bowever, he
modified his plan in certain reepeets. Bis plan, be sup-
gested, would be opiional in esch area g an  experiment

tec be adopted when the mpjority of the parishloners of
any parish wvere disposed to try it”.lk

Lmid., . 287,

1%&&:&’}, i BEEIEETICA L gl /. 2
Feb. 21, 1817

» Vol, KUV, P, 511,

L]
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He was still clear about the ilapact o bhis propoe

sals on the koox laws howaver,

The establishaent X propose, st onee extinguishes

relisnce on the ooy lawsj it combines with the

sarnings o. the perties, the contributious of

other clesses: it apens to the poor, ~resrey

comuvte than they could otherwise cbiain «-

the security of their oen meusion; educstion of

their children; revards ur mevitorii«e cenoucle,

By 181« ig ves, however, appacent to Curwen thet

in some areas vapges wese not stificlent to give the workers
Y& falr competency '. he pointed out that when lews were
made to punish cuwbloations suongst the wen, the provisions
bad also been directed sgelost cowbinations aneng the
mesters, he would have 2-ceer! ir the jestice o: the euneie
mant‘.lﬁ Curwen 4. ested that one of the reasoug lov the
low rete of vager wes the couhinations o1 euwployers, Al=
thouxk adnitting 'ss & seneral principle, the ilcexpe fensy
of attempting o regulste wayes' Le suzsested the sstabe
lishwent ’'in che various dstyicts’ of & mindmun o2

17

labour' ', He was williag to Jorce bis lellow wsployers

L51bid,, e 517,

168snssrd, Perlismontary Debates, VYol. XXxIu, P, 405,
Feb. 9, 1517.

1angard, vol, 4L, P, 467-%, May 17, 1819, and Hansacd,
Vol. Aald, F. 406, Ifeb, &, 1ol9,



to pay veasonable wages to their woriers.

It 19 possidble to see 1 Curwen's proposals ol
Benefit Socleties an astiempt to shi ¢ some o che Lulder
of the poor rate off the shoulders of twe Laniowners suno
antd the shouldar: of everyone else., This view howsvaer is
probably only partially true for 4t omly tekes im pect of
what Curwen proposed. Be would have simply svacested that
the poor rate be assessad on profics, end on interest from
government bonds and let bie proposals sty right thare,
He could too, bave simply susyested the outright sbolition
of the Foor laws. Both of these propossls would, 4if
scted upon, have lightened the burden of the Foor Laws ou
landowners,

Curven bad shown however thet he wes -enwinly core
cerned or the “ste of tho workers, He used to eed his
pit horses "'stesming potatoes’ - 5 prectice he found less
expensive than giving them bay snd oats, whenever the
price of putatoer went bevond six pence per stone, be
would of/fer his potatoss or sale «- tous forelar Jdowas

¥

the poise. o Luberdland poLauwnRs Vi J.. bupur baalb

fure, ¥. 19,
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article in the diet of the peonle. In ¥ebruary 1417 he
bourht 18,000 bushels o7 potatoes at a cost o/ 72 0 ‘no
19 .
the poor of Workineton. He recommende! o his “ellowr
landed propristors the produstion of milk and its sale st
a "fair orice’ to the poor. .ven thouvn wne pro i1k oy
be small vet, “as an sct 0° benevolence, on atrention £
the interest o the most valusble eclass o7 man, iz {5 an
ob ject hivbly worthy o. comslieratiom’, ¥ Curven sola
larve quantities o. wilt Lo the people of - orkin-ton,
In discussin. lemges, & Jepreclation of “inmmcial
zein {s evident.
It is wmuch €o be leweated th practice o ~rautin:
lesges is an the devline, .ope contend that
lesses emancipsce 2 tenentry, and make rhea inde-
pendert -~ cthere, that the depreciation of money
gives to the tevant an adveniave over the lamdlord,
~hat i deprecinze apd complain of 4t the spir:t of
mercantile caleulation, which bas swallowed up every
orher bonourahle consicerption. The pride o!
bein~ raspected and beloved welzbis nothin+ zrainsac
recherents and servility -=- pay, ic roes so *a:gf&
to reeconcile mer to bad and wretehed hushandre,

Hig comtinual concern was (oo the ’comiorte’ and

8, BB dediy oLy «BET by 2o Mlde

;-« }“. ?&;‘

Zlypyg., F. 239,
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the “bappiness” of the labouring classes. He maintained
that

The legislature is called on to siey this evil
[0f pauperiswn ] from motives hizher and sore dige
nified chan any which self-interest can dictere.
Every {eelin; of buseaaity and love of man lov
wiin, lmplanted in the bearts of &ll, bids us
restore happiness end respectability to e§§
uwillions and e balf of fellow-Baglishmen.

His concern over the Poor law seems to gprimg not

eimply from the ifsct that the Poor lew texes are based on

land and are incressing in gwount but malanly becauss of

the effect it has on the coatort, charscter ami happiness

of the worker., He comtrasted the edeinistration be pro-

posed for the Foor Lawe

«oswith that under which it is at present w-«
Contempt end hatred exztinguish 211 sentiments
of conpeseion, barshness and brutelicy are in
consequence deslt out te &ll. How J4iiTerent
would be the treatment of the poor whean they
had a part of their own body superintendiag
thelr concerns -- alive to thelr distresases by
a8 sentizent of fellow Yeeling. It would be
the wish of all to console the afflicted, anmd
to relisve the virtuous. There would be an
intevest also bto curb the excesses of the
thoughtless,... This operation of opinion would

yd

bave a powerful effect oo the whole ﬁommuniﬁy.*j

22gansard, Vol, iX%V, F. 511, Feb. 21, 1817.
Liggnsard, Vol. XuXIV, ¥, 8947, day 28, 1815,
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How much suppor: Curwen obtained for hie far-resch-
ing proposals is difficult to ascertain., Benefit Societies
did receive support from the 1017 and 1819 Foor Law
Committees. The 1817 Committee endorsed as has been seen,
proposals similar to the ones advanced by Curwen. By 1819,
however, the Committee's heart had hardened cto the point
that its ma jor recommendacions for foor Law reform were
clearly based on the opinions of the economists. Benefit
Societies had rerely an sncillary function.

Other M.P's did support Benefit Societfes but it
is clear that they did not view them in the same light &=
did Curwen. Thomas Courtenay, and Sturges Bourne saw
Benefit Societies as a useful wmeane of diminishing de~
pendence on the poor rate. They would however continue
the Poor Rate.z4 Benefit Socleties arain were to be merely
ancillary and not, as Curwen had sugrested, the focal point
of the scheme, Jir igerton Brydges, the geneologist and

4.P. for Maidstone, was im substantial agreement with

Curw'an.z5

241, P, Courtenay, n_the Poox Laws, P. 143;
T. €. Courtenay, Zyg_ggggglggggg Vol. X1, I, 3t4,

25g, Brydges, The Famphleteer, Vol. XI, i. 152-135;

Curwen also received some support from Thomas Lee,

W, VO].. KVIII’ r. 51?3“561.
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Curwen is then, concerned to change the Foor Lawe
for reasons far removed from those which met with the
support of economists. Curwen was aware o Malthus' work,
On May 28, 1816 he stated that he 'periecily’ spreed with
Malthus, "thinking that nothing less than the total change
of system of poor laws can cure the evil”.z6 Curwen
does, however, aseem to have misunderstood or been =igine
formed of Malthus' work. He suggested, for exsmple, that
Malthus proposed "to fix the smount of the sum raised in
each parish and to take off aanually a certain proportion,
till the whole was annihilated and thus to lec the Poor
Laws cxpire".27

Malthus attacked Curwen's proposals on a variety
of grounds. Curwen's proposals to widen the base of the
poor rates would have the effect that "the local distri-
butors would have comparatively but feeble motivees to
reduce them, and they wmight be expecte. to increase with
repidity”’. In the establishment of frieadly societies

proposed by Curwen "there 1s certainly reason to expect

26Hansard, Vol. XXXIV, P. 881.

271b4d4., P. 880.
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that every question which could he fnfluenced Ly rhe cons
trib.tors would be determined on principles still more
indulgent and less economicel’ thae the roor Lews. it was
likelv too that “the whole of any deficiency .., would

be made up by the assessmﬁnt@“g& fFroo the zo-r rate, In
suxn, there is little hupe that f2. Curwen's plen woul

be suoceseinl in Jimiaishine the whole spount of the rates,

o

gadt the proporti v ¢ dependent poor . ’
Fundasentally Guvwen wes &t odde with the ecanu-
nists over the kiad o' soctety be believed in. The
ecyaomists, az has been suygested, advocated a cowmvunicy
where sach qan was responsible . or hirweli and where ine
dividual self incerest was the mejor motivatdn, ~orce.
Curven orr the other band bed a view of a stete which
souzht o protect the individusl cliiizen Voo the s or-
tunes 2f slekness snd scoident by eolleclive action., The
state to him should be psternalistic anv husanitarisn «-

Sefn: prizmarily coancerned with the wel ave, contore end

hagpiness or its ecltizens. To the economists, however,

Wy, R, Meltbus, Lssay on Uposulstiocn, Vel. IX, 1951, B, 239,
2 kid., t. 260,
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the state should primacily -wlfill the sole of assisting
the econouy to achieve maxiswn retes of prowth Lo output.
The state wes incapable of ensuring tbe welfars o the
iadividual citizen == this could only be Jdune by cho
eitizen himselt. In & way, Curwen seems to be oune of the
esrly harbincers of the =udern welisre stale while at the
game time bein: lubued with the parerveslisiic ape scatus
views ! the eighteentl cenlury.

uwen too, Reems Lo herald che twontleth cuncuxy,.
His eophasis on 8 basicelly egualiitacien sucliely, devolr
of the status concepts which were curreul ab Lhe sino,
strikes & Jemiliar note Lwday whan vewnd with echer views
o his day.

Robert Owen's model community st New lenark bad

attracted a prest deal of attentice by wmeny inileential
people. He wes lavited by the Commitiee [oy (be saliel

of the ¥acufecturing roor to subnil o them & repusrt on

the causes snd relief of poverty. In ic be polnted out
thet duvring the Hapoleosmic wars there bed buwen a yvest
growth in productive pover, However, atcer the wer thels
was a degline in the demand for produvts, 1€ was LeeBBsRTy

therefere to coatrgct the sources of supply sad siece
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human labour was more cvstly than machinery, workers were
custed and were therefore unemployed. There were theve-
fore, according to (wen, three possible resulty -- gither
the use of wachinery rust be diminished or millione wust
ba left to starve or occupations suat be found for the
peor.36 Owen opted .Jor che last course, suggzesting that
machinery must be =»8de subserviant to maa.

He pointed cut that chere was 8 deager of passiag
on bed bhabits fror ons weceration Co another end Lt was
therefore necessary o provide :or the education of the
poor. He suzrested the establisheent of villages of
1260 persons each surrounded by 1,600 te 1,500 scres,
There would be a2 public kitchen, nessroome and schools
provided in edditior t2 living eceomodation. The eost of
the schease wixild ba about 235,000 +- cost per hesed there-
fore <£80 which at %% was a sare L& per ammum.31 Thus the
poor rates would be brought to aw end. with spade cultie
vation the country could support a very large population.

As oricinally proposed the plan was imply an

i Hong BE Loelety and Other 'riein
et. G. B, H, %Mg Mwﬁm% Ju Uy WM";. Fe l.ﬁﬁ
J‘Sﬁﬁéﬂ» Te 108,
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&lternative to poor relief hut Owen began to widea ::.

In his Report to Lanark of May 1, 1820 Owen ex-
tended his plan as the basis of a new social ordar.az
Selfisimess would be eliminated and {iv!ividual accumula-
tion would not be important. The growth of population
poses no problem for under spade cultivation 5reat Britain
and Ireland could support a population of one hundred
million. ''We possess the means of supplying the labouring
poor however numerous they may be, with beneficisl employ-
ment for many centuries .: cams.”i3

The swount of influence which Uwen had in the
House of Cowmons was small. The 1817 Poor Lasw Committee
refused even co allow him to present his views to 1t.3a
S5ir ¥, de Crespigny's motion of Decewber 16, 1819 to
appoint 2 select committee to inquire into ''the plan of

Mr. Owen for smeliorating: the condition of the lower

classes”>- was defeated by & vote of sixteen to one hundred

32¢, p. H. Cole, The Life of ‘~heri Ower, London: dacMilian,
1930, P, 222.

330wen, A Hew View of Sgcietv, ¢. 259.
MOwen. LL&Q ﬂg Robert Wﬂ, . 1834,
351bid., P. 1834,
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sad !a:tynono.ﬁﬁ A similer motion by Maxwell om Juce 2f,
1821 wes also dafunmad.37 The two wotionz, 1L may be moted,
ware siuply to examine (wen's proposals aud report to the
House, Sgreesent with the wsetions Jicd act leply e reewent
with Owen's approach. xicavde,

vecobaerved thet be was coupletely et war with the

systen of My. Owen, which wss built on 2 theory

faconsistent with the principles of political

sconony, and in bis opinfon wes calculated to proe

duce invimite =wischie! to che community.
Yet Ricardo voted fo. the cormitiee becsus: he suggested
it was advantazeous U7 exswine the cleins of spade hus~
bandcy and discover to what extent {is claius were justie
fled, Broughaz too, weintained thet he world wote for the
comaittee but yot be believed the theury oa which .ven's
proposals were 'founded to L wholly exroneous’ .o
Aldecrman wWaithuan iisspproved 5. the plan of Twen as 3
whole hut yet sew no ohjections to Che focmation o/ a cou-

aittes to exemine 11,50 Amwony other supporters of the

Igped., P. 1217,
378snsard, Vol. Vv, 2. 1320,
¥yansard, Vol. A1, P. 1208,

Bibid., ¥. 1190,
603nid., ¥. Loy,
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appolntaent of & comvictee were those who seesed only to
asccept Owen'e schewe in psrt. Lord Apchibald Bacileon end
Hr, bHexwell wenied a couwnlttee to extracc the useiul pers
ol Uwen's pl&n.M Craespiyuy ond Aldecman o savoured
the parts of Owen's plan which would being sbout the cule
tivation ¢: was.elande and comrons. bucton would vote

for the essuinetion ol vwen's plan because ¢f the contrast
betusen couditiums Im worsuouses aad lo Xew L&ﬁ&fﬁ.&z ] A
one 9iL these ~.Fs, theas in thals speeche. sseac) o lawour
Uwen's plan es & basle method Jor reforely, the Foor Laws,
Bowever, it is proveble that sesk.... for g. wus support
as poss..le, they wouls lend to ewpbesiec those pasis of
Owen's pleas which would wees wiih wesxleam suppor: in the
Comaons .

Jwen, it Ls evideni, was lictle in‘luewed by the
econoaists, bdosrds pe hes hadn seen  su Opposed Lo Uwen's
proposals. HMalthus Lelieved that the opc.ation of Owen's
plen would be calculated "o iocrease an. multiply the

oumber of paugafﬂ“.§3 He balieved that “xer's schene

“1&1%- » ? [ 11%* MM _«",J«;'r‘ 2 ‘ '- 24 m:y 13’21* ? . %3‘
4lppneard, Yol. V., P. 1323, Juns 26, 1821,
a}mlmsf AL & _,.*:2.’, ?tbt ol * V@l. KI, ?}; 23@;
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would be forced to come to an end "from the asturel and
necessary sotion of the principle of pwpulatimn”.&“ Lot
flrtly rejected iwlthuse' views on posulation,

Owen and Curwen's proposals botb sprang from uhe
revalsion thay both felt from the operstion of the Foor
Lawa, Tbelr objiection to it ir both cases, was basically
bueanitarian, and thelr sclution levgely collectivistic,

Hupport for both was swall and ceue frow the landed zemtry,

Mtbg.ﬁ. 1] ?Q 2370
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ﬂﬁmwalﬂg

it is probable toet the wajoricy of support for
thre status quo in the roor Lawe came from the landed aris~
tocyracy an. kances geatry. 1The basis o thiz Helief wasz
routed in the suppesad right ou the poor to vaceive relief
and in the coligetion of the apper classes to provide ic.
The supporc ior wen's and Curwen's proposals was pased
on the same bumanitarias concern for che condition of the
working classes and Jdrew support frow the same groupe in
sogiety ~- the lended gentry and landed aristocracy.

The sirple abolition of the Poor lawe would be in
the iume ijate ecunomic interest of all mesbers of che
ruliog classes with the possible exception of the lawyers,
¥oor Lawv taxes would e elimimated snd the prespect of all
the rent of land being swallowed up by the poor rate would
be sredicated. The sbolition of the foor laws, if seen ag
a westi, e of the Listus soclely would redound to the
polivical and moxiol a2 antage of the wenbers of the
alddle-class,

Those who supported tie abolition of the rour bew

along the linez su, gested by the ecomonizis had then,
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vested interests in its evadication., In such clrou -~cances
ic is dwmpossible to prove thac the ideol 1~y of the econa-
migts had a cooclusive effect . wieu.dnid - the opiafecr
of the A.Fe. 1t is provable cher the econom: ¢ .viniaar
Look 8 secondary role in weterminios Cosir thou-FLa.

in some respects bowever the imfluence o/ the
econonizte iz ctoar and emvl, cins,  Lonieporories evie
dantly selievs? thae the economista’® a -iwentr were i fe-
ficiencly clear or sufficiently persussive to bear repest-
ing -r reruting, Jsiibus, Yeiih, Ricardo ond wCulloch
were oftem reerved Lo es suihorities, Frequently sosteme
poraries xezarded their worre sy being worth readins, It
is noticeable too, thet in the Bouse not only ere the are
guzents of ecaponists presented buk thely very pbrsseclogy
is repeated,

In the Commone and In the Aeports and lettecs the
characteristic theories of the economicte ave Crotted out
snd sired, The -ages rund Theory, and the vrinmciple of
Population are the very staples of any discussion on the
Foor Lews during the perlod. Thue the wconc slsts Iinfluenced
wlh nily e lasaguace 3t the dehate but Jefio e the cvucisl

areas around which the debaie would tave plece.
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Perhaps most sipnificently the solutivas of the
economists to the probleme posed by the Poor Laws, were
the idess arcund which the Jdisecussion ceatred. uther
solutions to ihe Poor Law probles -~ such as wlalowm wage
legislation or & navicnal system of benefit societies were
rejected with scaveely auy sranination duving the period.,

Bow far the zemmoulsts I Flueace.! the opindons of
M.Ps. Aurine the pericd €2 liT{luule to ascercain. Supe
porters o7 the old Foor lew end b Lwen sad wurwan show
lictle Influence of the econouigts. The supporiers ol che
economists' proposals on the other head shovwed their iaw
fluence 1. the aryueen.. aw! phiagecloy ihey used and in

the proposals they suggested,
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fverage of Year en’ing at Easter
Three Years to Easter
1748, 1749, 1750 177%.
Average of Average Amount of Amount
Foor-Rate expended Poor-Rate expended

Agsessmant on the Foor  Assessaent on the Poor

ENGLAND ; - £
Bedford 9,492 8,276 18,193 16,663
Berks 17,150 15,971 39,725 36,718
Buckingham 19,234 17,139 37,053 31,799
Cambridge 9, 546 9,171 20,342 18,092
Chester 14,946 14,741 31,018 29,560
Cornwall 10,329 9,660 25,506 22,598
Cumberland 2,48%6 2,450 8,389 8,030
Dexby 7,874 7,677 18, 504 17,441
Devon 37,703 346,953 72,353 62,481
Dorset 13,790 12,266 27,415 24,538
Durham 7,276 7,143 19,409 14,441
Essex 40,267 38,233 88,098 7,057
Gloucester 26,576 25,687 59,158 53,812
Bereford 5,381 5,056 11,475 10,193
Hertford 18,232 16,452 31,578 25,4846
Huntingdon 3,803 3,306 9,126 7,659
Kent o, 672 41,997 87,138 80,150
Lancaster 21, 3ok 21,236 56,163 52,373
Leicester 7,058 7,549 26,360 24,399
Lincoln 14,851 14,790 35,023 31,913
mdl&saﬂ &3'833 ﬁl,ﬂ:ﬁ) 1&9,&7% 176,2?5‘

Monmouth 3,331 7,898 7,468 5,575
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Average of Year ending at Easter
Three Years to Easter
1748, 1749, 1750 1774,
COUNTILS Average of Average Amount of Amount
Poor=Rate expended Foor-Rate expended

hggessment oni the Poor Assessment o the Foor

ENGLAND ) . £
Noxrfolk 32,450 36,404 83,739 64,172
Northampton 12,542 12,367 38,899 35,233
Northumberland 3,562 3,796 15,057 14,5699
Hottinghaw 4,502 4,375 14,684 11,514
Oxford 13,355 12,831 31,155 28,750
Rutland 870 852 2,887 2,064
Salop 8,762 7,925 25,443 22,316
Somerset 28,318 25,396 57,897 50,491
Southampton 22,485 20,521 564,814 48,928
Stafford 10,544 3,812 35,986 32,088
Suffolk 29,348 28,0583 62,695 56,804
Surrey 28,364 24,598 57,303 49,744
Sussex 246,428 24,343 51,535 54,734
Warwick 11,925 13,445 48,330 44,071
Westmorland 1,834 1,802 3,042 2,835
Wilts 23,977 22,938 57,747 54,022
sorcestex 9,695 9,134 29,758 26,905
York, E.Riding 4,144 4,110 11, .23 11,638
York, N. Riding 5,007 5,581 13,353 12,702
York, W, Riding 20,363 20,218 93,435 56,088
HWALES 10,933 XU, 309 40,732 33,641
Totals of ‘
England & Yiales 730,137 289,971 1,720,517 1,530,800

ARSI 0 0202020 tapwmsEsmtE 000 TESOONIOnRIRIEer 0 SRORISERRmmRRme
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Averaga of Year ending at Easter
Three Years to Easter
1783, 1784, 1785 803
COUNT IESH tverage of Amount Amovnt of Amount
Poor-Rate expended Poor-Rate expeunded
Agsessment on the Poor Assessment on the Foor
ENGLAND 2 ¢

Bedford 22,638 20,977 47,484 38,07¢
Berks 49,546 47,006 96,861 B5,505
Buckinghawm 49,021 45,340 105,379 28,774
Cambridge 28,838 26,176 69,011 54,073
Chester 40,849 39,292 84,991 69,800
Cornwall 30,994 28,532 72,446 57,696
Cumberland 12,003 11,4688 34,896 29,569
Dexby 24,973 12,925 77,311 58,099
Devon 85,806 80,082 179,359 148, 565
Dorset 34,620 31,528 78,358 bh, 981
Durbam 21,702 19,531 71,565 54, >89
Essex 103,255 94,570 215,488 184,628
Gloucester 59,114 64,895 144,565 113,415
Hereiord 17,988 145,728 40,834 43,057
Hertfoxrd 36,634 32,779 71,291 S8, 436
Buntingdon 13,890 12,103 30,953 24,965
Kent 113,061 165,506 255,453 215,397
Lancaster 80, 301 73,364 230,756 161,026
Leicester 33,3547 36,803 167,558 83,806
Lincoln 47,191 43,024 145,849 160,890
Middlesex 210,912 195,527 490,144 367,285
Monmouth 9,990 8,108 25,049 19,762
Horfolk 100,388 94,671 204,532 175,765
Borthaapton 49,623 46,079 12¢,592 97,894
Northumberland 21,264 20,738 66,100 Sh, 5%
Nottingham 21,520 18,068 63,210 47,453
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Avevage of
Three Years to Laster

Year ending at Easter

1783, 1784, 1735 1803
CUUNTIES Average of Amount Amount of Amount
Poor-Rate expended Foor-Rate axpended
Assessment on the Poor 4ssessment on the Foor
ENGLAND r
Oxford 38,348 36,109 103,559 91, 304
Rutland 3,853 3,537 12,674 &,675
Salop 37,048 33,937 83,477 69,884
Somerset 71,046 66,2467 151,238 126,863
Southampton 66,002 58,956 183,429 129,121
Stafford 45,404 40,906 110,024 £B,BUL
Suffolk 74,285 69,407 149,647 124,58
Surrey 75,139 56,156 179,006 142,411
Sussex 77,446 72,878 206,592 185,505
Warwick 65,683 59,557 153,205 122,552
Westmorland 5,757 5,617 17,593 14,296
Wilts 66,423 62,893 148,602 132,319
Worcester 38,135 o, 509 87,367 74,779
York, E.Riding 15,835 15,499 08,325 44,35
York, MN.Riding 19,777 18,860 74,061 31,212
York, “.Riding 70,033 66, 95 277,051 197,097
WALES 67,162 6, 589 5,352 154 8¢
Totals of

England & nales ', 127,750 2,004,238 5,348,203 4,267,965

et e e Fo e ] SRR
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Year ending at Easter Year endinz at Easter

1813 1814
COUNTIEL Amount of Amount Amount of Amount
Poor-Rate expended Foor-Rate expended
Ascezsment on the Foor lssessuent on the foor
ENGLAND . i

Bedford 80,787 53,179 75,127 59,074
Berks 188,418 155,105 15,335 133,838
Buckinghain 152,376 139,421 151,9.0 128,575
Cambridge 106,661 89,561 99,925 8C, 721
Chester 159,510 122,671 155,50, 118,3C7
Cornwall 133,889 167,791 121,939 93,195
Cumberland 67,390 43,4465 S6, 241 47,387
Derby 126,892 100,477 126,609 95,687
Devon 305,188 225,878 284,831 211,476
Dorset 130,046 112,578 114,314 96,810
Purhan 104,475 86,528 108,964 89,872
Essex 367,237 325,219 332,880 289,397
Gloucester 212,954 172,683 219,330 167,321
Bereford 103,567 856,719 97,480 83,135
Bertford 113,622 79,943 109, 924 96,201
Buntiagdon 48 , 534 36,443 45,952 36,2C8
Kent 402,229 335,200 425,417 346,299
Lancaster 450,420 336,741 450,591 294,791
Leicester 154,410 116, 544 139,159 113,855
Lioeoln 227,681 140,380 234,391 14C, 509
627,853 525,438 686,291 567,C59

Momme e 37,939 10,138 36,950 30,525
361,053 300,357 08,254 257,123

gﬁiiﬁ:;ptou 173,317 144,178 168,225 139, 596
Horthumber land 99,519 77,568 102, 362 79,456
Nottingham 127,562 95,227 123,209 /R, 407
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Yesr endinz at Easter Year ending st Easter

1813 1814
COUNTIES Amount of Amount Amount of Amoun®
Poor-Race expended PooreRate expended
Agsespment on the toor Assessment on the Foor
ENGLAND
; ¢ Ly
Oxfoxd 170,614 147,427 162,222 132,855
Rutland 18,241 11,35%0 20,349 12,830
Salop 137,895 110,735 136,184 111,297
Somexset 145,949 194,380 240,133 189,505
Southampton 260,335 231,607 233,474 204,040
gtafford 169,810 135,239 155,714 132,927
Suffolk 279,925 234,013 255,563 205,852
Surrey 280,327 228,486 287,110 237,582
Sussex 350,610 324,110 327,933 291,997
viarwick 220,575 159,350 210,397 158,395
Kestmorland 28,4946 23,378 29,696 23,154
Wilts 272,493 239,989 229,046 194,902
Worcester 124,956 105,382 121,859 101,872
York,E. Riding 130,353 88,520 138,071 88,272
York,N, Riding 113,834 74, 531 117,052 75,643
York,W, Riding 483,506 348,730 444,756 324,553
WALES 304,272 248,093 208,193 269,381
Totals of

England & Wales 8,646,841 7,001,061 8,388,974 6,627,248
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Yesur endinc oun Year ending or

25 Maxch 25 Mareh
1815 1816
COUNTIES Amoumt of Amouni Amount of Amount
Foor-Rate expendedt Poor-Rate expended
Asgessment on the Poor Assessment on the Foor
ENGLAND - .

Bedford 58,432 52,1565 652,600 53,677
Berks 122,332 104,509 113,874 105,215
Buskingham 129,948 107,375 124,300 109,775
Cambridge 8d, 519 69,256 85,562 73,876
Chester 142,409 108,138 123,900 98,57
Cornwall 105,820 81,854 97,200 85,211
Cumberland 81,756 44, 445 54,800 44 , 148
Derby 107,862 76,494 103,229 746,981
Devon 250,267 194,211 23,500 198,508
Dorset 95,369 79,590 88,700 79,691
Durhan 165,226 83,411 101, 70G 83,530
Essex 283,996 240,598 291, 70C 252,174
Cloucester 202,609 143,757 188,800 141,880
Hereford 85,437 70,300 86,300 67,905
Hertford 95,906 81,332 91,393 81,59
Buntinedon 461,302 32,636 39,700 33,093
Kent 394,754 312,431 363,600 309,243
Lencaster 389,248 240,093 356,800 222,115
leicester 139,436 161,980 127,100 103,199
Lincolen 226,502 139,791 197,600 144, 943
Middlesex 675,167 529,700 651,860 519,165
Monmouth 38,650 28,927 36,300 27,944
Horfolk 246,243 208, 688 246,800 214,212
Northampton 156,507 127,728 152,800 133,117
Borthunberland 91,813 76,053 90,889 77,99%
Hottingham 113,615 77,9% 166,300 77,992
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Year ending on

Year ending on

25 March 25 March
1815 1816
COUNTIES Amount of Amount Admount of Amount
Foor-Rate expended Foor-Rate expended
Apsessment on the Poor Assessment on the Poor
ENGLANRD £
Oxford 136,258 11¢,4684 136,800 117,802
Rutland 18,679 11,377 15,632 11, 504
Salop 119,783 95,112 107,500 92,524
Somerset 203,876 159,112 185,500 159,545
Southampton 193,307 19,237 192,900 170,273
Stafford 153,286 121,976 145,000 11,758
Suffolk 209,026 1:3,074 204,300 176,97
Surrey 264,317 212,578 250,900 215,709
Sussex 274,462 239,649 259,100 234,059
Warwick 190, 537 137,545 162,372 124,453
wWestmorland 27,392 21,188 25,900 21,360
Wilcs 172,690 143,267 164,582 143,355
Worcester 105,091 87,919 1006, 200 85,092
York, E. Riding 124,787 80,058 9%, 500 81,035
York, N. Riding 113,894 59,419 82,176 70,532
York, W. Riding 395,935 277,229 176,000 259,178
WALES 284,287  _ 229,829  _ 272,300  _ 230,050
Totals of

England & vales 7,457,676 5,743,442 3,937,000 5,724,839

P ] k] E
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Year endine on

Year ending om

25 March 25 March
1817 1818
COUNTIES Amount of Amount Amount of Amount

Poor-Rate expended Foor-Rate expended

Ahgsessment on the Poor /ssessment on the Foor
Bedford 74,300 63,522 85,300 74,163
Berks 156,382 141,870 173,917 157,959
Buckinghaw 143,260 129,869 167,800 147,912
Cambridge 108,500 94,685 118,400 102,372
Chester 145, 500 119,585 138,500 127,460
Cornwall 117,900 103,150 145,100 127,254
Cumberland 59,200 48,384 58,800 57,029
Derby 122,800 97,742 135,500 107,540
Devon 247,100 215,173 286,000 247,911
Dorset 104,500 96,009 129, 50¢ 119,045
Purham 106,400 90,70 115,700 101,791
Essex 350,600 312,636 325,760 328,415
Gloucester 210,900 152,494 234,400 182,120
Hereford 91,200 79,031 92,500 94,579
Hertford 161,460 90,583 112,918 101,196
Huntingdon &b , 200 37,242 48,200 40,473
Kent 408,100 345,177 471,600 398,884
Lancaster 454,600 336,485 563,400 372,964
Leicester 169,160 143,573 181,200 154,104
Lincoln 208,400 157,761 226,500 159,672
Middlesex 666,100 540,235 771,400 B34, 703
Monaouth 38,0006 31,036 42,800 335, 561
Norfolk 329,300 291,213 368,400 347,005
Northampton 147,700 147,152 187,600 162,358
Horthumberland 98,577 23,777 109,312 Db, 438
Rottinghan 137,860 108, 362 132,400 161,523
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Yeaxr ending on

Yesar ending on

15 March 15 March
1817 1818
COUNTIES Amount of Amount Amount of Amount
Poor-Rate expended loor-Rate sxpended
Agssegssnent on the toor fssesscent on the boor
ENGLAND .
Oxford 158,100 138,906 172,300 156,410
Rutland 16,798 12,754 15,982 13,077
Selop 136,300 120,988 156,200 135,75C
Somerset 207, 560 18G,988 234,800 26¢,324
Southampton 246,900 221,445 314,400 281,537
Stafford 179,700 148,521 209,200 176,778
Suffolk 294, 300 257,71% 329,500 291,252
Surrey 279,600 247,717 310,800 271,068
Sussex 304,560 281,059 360,400 331,070
Harwick 204,903 159,831 239,597 194,450
Westmorland g 306 20,401 34,300 23,500
wilts 223,469 202,508 257,220 234,135
korcester 126,900 116,523 141, 30C0 123, .39
York, E. Riding 104,435 59,787 128,200 111,839
York, M. Riding 91,298 79,479 103,293 91,876
York, W. Bidiog 361,300 300,847 415,100 337,395
WALES 294 253,963  __365,000 _ 318,714
Totals of

England & -ales 8,128,000 6,310,925 9,320,000 7,870,801

] g ] ARSI MRS IO
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Year ending on Year ending on

25 March 25 March
1819 1821
COUNT1ES Amount of Amount amount of Amount
Foor-Rate expended Poor-Rate expended
Assessnent on the toor Assessment on the Yoor
ENGLARD ,

Bedford 848,700 77,09 85,693 69,236
Berks 159,783 143,243 136,593 112,559
Buckinghamn 167,100 144, 548 135,268 12%,107
Cambridge 112,300 95,418 108,706 89,924
Chester 147,700 117,259 143,226 113,239
Corowall 139,100 122,219 132,520 113,779
Cumberland 70,400 58,169 58,740 56,637
Derby 129,400 103,579 122,920 37,374
Devon 299,600 260,192 272,939 234,447
Dorset 121,100 108,750 116,630 95,857
Durham 116,900 101,068 120,505 97,618
Essex 359, 700 318,774 331,775 288,421
Cloucester 235,600 189,902 195,159 164,913
Rereford 105,000 88,803 85,078 72,244
Hertford 112,900 101,118 111,313 98,001
Huntingdon 44,800 41,693 47,1063 39,192
Kent 463,900 396,515 447,131 392,059
Lancaster 472,100 322,059 443,591 288,688
Leicester 174,600 146,370 168,990 143,535
Lincoln 230, 500 172,427 229,768 172,879
Middlesex 783,600 634, 747 754,800 515,494
Monmouth 41,300 34,848 35,854 9,261
Norfolik 315,300 278,715 3G9, 963 247,849
Rorthempion 191,200 155,481 180, 592 156,021
Northumberland 106,975 22, 740 9%, 673 B4,18%
Nottinghan 126,000 34, 848 117,729 87,573



Year ending on

Year ending on

15 March 25 March
1819 1821
COUNTIES ‘mount of Amount fmount of Amount
Foor-Rate expended Foor-Rate expendad
Asgessment om the Foor  Assessment on the ltoor
ENGLAND £
Oxford 171,100 150,801 156,659 131,845
Rutland 17,769 13,384 15,521 11,296
Salop 137,500 117,544 122,191 101,556
Somerset 266,960 196,718 221,781 176,773
Southampton 284,800 252,480 215,293 210,523
Staffoxd 194, 500 155,310 137,035 151,178
Suffolk 288,000 148,451 283,758 2k 808
Surrey 327,300 287,524 315,451 277,602
Sussex 344,900 315,163 311,4G71 276,469
warwick 226,251 175,080 209,790 164,800
Weatmorland 34, 506 29,580 32,191 28,229
Wilts 222,916 200,600 201,443 172,409
Worcester 136,300 111,343 115,263 98,172
York, E. Riding 131,10C 114, 314 117,152 100,870
York, H. Riding 104,417 93,222 167,228 89,423
York, W. Riding 389,000 311,214 416,026 336, 511
WALES 381,600 336,091 432,876 283,547
Totals of

England & Wales 6,932,000 7,516,704 5,411,893 6,958,445

ponawrn
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Year ending on Year ending on

25 March 25 March
1824 1828

COUNTIES Amount of Ancunt Amount of Amount

Foor-Rate expended Foor-Rate expended

Assessment on the Poor Assesswent on the Poor

ERGLAND

Bedford 74,787 64,937 88,854 17,976
Berks 109,137 71,110 112,124 86,258
Buckingham 124,064 164,921 143,851 124,199
Cambridge 99,776 83,888 109,215 91,308
Chester 116,487 86,821 139,412 16C, 602
Cornwall 111,087 95,152 121,178 101,538
Cumberland 54,200 43,610 60,472 45,971
Derby 91,570 70,145 161,980 75,035
Devon 232,935 206,735 24€,018 27,781
Dorset 92,598 78,677 94,981 80,192
Durham 93,533 76,702 96,993 78,953
Essex 286,868 247,290 290,078 247,387
Gloucester 167,485 130,061 198,908 149,856
Hereford 62,496 gﬂ,&OS 69,285 57,501
Hertford 93,488 2,313 106,080 89,909
Buntiagdon 43,825 37,655 46,135 38,841
Kent 377,699 345,778 376,372 333,030
Lancaster 327,724 203,399 496,777 289,335
Lelcester 103,368 85,43} 132,65%4 110,502
Lincoln 206,411 156,553 225,718 159,890
Middlesex $72,955 523,387 759,936 553,484
Monmouthq 28,243 23,237 30,430 14,338
horEo Wy 1ases  lsasi 140365
Northampton > i1, ’ )3
Northuwberlaud 80,495 39,457 R, 659 70,5639
dNottinghaa £2,542 58,594 b4, 887 71,335
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Year ending on Tear ending on

25 Mareh 25 Maxch
1824 1828
COUNT IES Amount of Amount Amoant of Amognc
Poor-Rate expended ‘oor-Rate expended
Agsessment on the Poor Nssessment on the Foor
ENGLAND : g
Oxford 122,579 106,39%0 140,108 122,074
Rutland 12,196 8,824 12,545 9,292
Sslop 88,868 77,569 97,891 30,19,
Somerset 171,447 145,557 130,701 159,811
Southawpton 210,453 184,062 212,719 185,456
Stafford 139,523 109,944 168,073 128,467
Suffolk 279,808 246,830 247,179 210,05
Surrey 263,481 216,194 285,091 236,063
Sussex 266,748 241,073 261, 744 228,938
Warwick 142, 744 127,450 168,132 146,354
Westmorland 26,080 23,141 32,943 27,365
wilts 174,114 150,892 183,429 153,110
Worcester 83,352 63,145 32,577 74,029
York, E. Riding 107,613 89,486 118,002 95,420
York, N. Riding 87,757 73,651 100,450 77,602
York, ~. Riding 289,595 226,866 368,548 270,890
WALES 284,904 239,74 323,526 266, 804
Totals of

England & wales 8,836,503 5,736,900 7,71%,055 6,298,003

TS, e P e e p e e oS
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Year ending on Yeay ending on

25 March 25 Maxch
1833 1833
COUNTIES Anmount of Amount Agount of Arpount
Poor-Rate expended Poor-Rate expended
Assessment om cthe Poor Assessment on the foor
ENGLAND P

Bedford 92,741 77,237 91,761 81,557
Berks 144,297 121,217 136,400 114,715
Buckinghax 173,393 144,588 159,787 135,452
Cambridge 120,376 103,922 119,817 163,977
Chester 151,540 145,139 141,493 105,052
Cornwall 120,398 101,629 121,435 104,771
Cumberland 38,708 47,845 58,244 49,098
Dexdy 110,811 81,403 108,074 5G,3%0
Devon 256,386 225,299 260,320 234,921
Dorset 110,982 92,680 108,496 92,905
Durhaam 102,951 86,087 104,708 85,563
Essex 323,327 277,663 311,962 273,819
Gloucester 206,379 172,562 207,742 184,77
Hereford 72,538 63,4068 70,288 62,009
Hertford 113,745 26,044 111,933 94,27
Buntingdon 50,142 41,151 45,734 40, o
Kent 425,578 364,361 433,275 365,598
Lancaster 411,233 301,373 430,430 292,19%
Leicester 135,341 115,241 139,303 119,793
Lincoln 232,081 177,671 225,006 175,823
Middlesex 933, 346 588,151 948,725 H%%,928
Monmouth 37,889 28,079 37,824 30,826
Norfoll 362,152 318,413 358,000 325,49%
Northampton 175,614 156,120 139,514 151,784
Northumberland 94,745 73,087 9%, 747 7%, 43
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Year ending on Year ending on

25 March 235 March
1832 1833
COUNTIES dmoumt of Amcunt Amount of Amount
toor-Rate expended l'oor-Rate expended
Asseggment on the Poor /ssessament on the oor
EXGLAND v ~ by
Oxford 158,318 136,685 158,650 134,385
Rutlend 12,922 9,064 12,151 9,188
Salop 108,952 89,162 106,285 89,380
2omerset 226,443 191,687 223,493 191,¢59
Southampton 265,100 230,686 248,176 216, 542
stafford 176,827 133,071 175,591 133,270
suffolk 311,024 279,490 306,017 256,157
surrey 304,404 283,234 378,152 287,042
Sussex 327,862 284,687 319,753 272,148
Warwick 209,555 168,413 202,750 181,895
»@8tmor land 36,238 26,154 29,270 25,346
wilts 232,840 199,088 121,414 193,716
woyeester 110,514 87,633 11(,821 23,583
York, E. Riding 127,175 105,659 130,956 103,256
York, N. Riding 105,747 85,526 102,907 22,5389
York, w. Ridiang 365,258 282,624 371,856 295,319
wALES 367,603 303,837 376,703 7,472
Totals of

England & wales 8,622,92C 7,036,968 8,606,501 7,045,211

[ e - TN R O
Soyrce: Retoyas Relative ¢o Lozsd Tarobs o, -
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APPENDIX 11

PRICE O .MEAT PER JUARTER

LT TRLCU s o PRLC.L;
1748 25/1 1315 7473
1749 29/4 181 4378
1750 23/4 1817 81/4
1775 37/ 1814 83/3
17583 50/~ 1619 81/3
1784 431 1321 5318
1785 43/1G 18728 5575
1803 S, 1532 63/4
1813 10./1 1833 5773
1814 31/11

“OURCL
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APPENDIX III

AND IRELAND 1801-1830

England & wales ocotland Ireland
1801 9,051 1,425 5,216
1802 9,130 1,644 5,286
1803 9,235 1,003 5,357
1804 9,367 1,582 5,428
1805 9,513 1,702 5,501
1805 9,355 1,722 5,574
1807 9,79 1,742 5,649
1808 9,924 1,752 5,724
1809 10,056 1,783 5,800
1810 10,186 1,803 5,878
1811 10,322 1,824 5,955
1812 10,480 1,851 6,036
1813 10,350 1,87¢ 6,117
1814 10,820 1,905 6,198
1815 11,004 1,933 6,281
1816 11,195 1,959 6,365
1817 11,378 1,986 6,450
1818 11,555 2,014 6,535
1819 11,723 2,042 6,524
1820 11,903 2,071 6,712
1821 12,106 2,100 6,802
1822 12,320 2,125 6,803
1823 12,529 2,152 6,985
1824 12,721 2,179 7,078
1825 12,903 2,205 7,173
1826 13,074 2,233 7,269
1827 13,247 2,259 7,366
1828 13,435 2,288 7,464
1829 13,625 2,316 7,564
1830 13,805 2,345 7,665

Source: Mitchell, sbutrect of Britfch ststiriic., L. #.




APPENDIY IV

POPULATION OF THF - ANTIES FOR THE YEAR:
1801, 1811, 131, and 1331

COUNTIEY 18ul Increese 1811 increase
.er Cent ' gr Cent

ENGLAND

Bedforxd 25,393 i1 76,413 19
Berks 169,215 b 116,277 14
Buckingham 107,444 9 117, «30 14
Cambridee 89, 3us 13 101,109 2
Cheater 191,751 13 227,031 12
Cornwall 188,263 15 216,567 13
Cumberlaud 117,23 14 133,744 1°
Gerby 151,142 15 185,447 15
Tevon' 345,001 12 323,308 15
Dorset 115,313 8 124,693 16
Turham 10,051 11 177,373 17
Lesex 22,,437 11 52,673 15
Jloucester 250,803 12 285,514 1
Mereiocu 89,131 ) 94,073 16
HRert .ox« 97,477 14 111,654 1+
Hupiic ydon 37,500 1 42,208 15
Kent 317,524 21 373,995 O
Lancaster 374,731 23 FoLS, 30 '3
Leicester 10,0861 7 1,506,419 1.
Lincoln 208, 357 14 2.7,8 91 1)
sitolesex rla,123 17 Y A Y
ionmouth 45,562 3 3,127 13
Noyi.ol. 175,471 7 L91, 749 1
Northanpion 151,757 7 Lel, 553 Ly



COUNTIES 1801 Increase 1811 Increase
Fer Cent Fercent
ENGLAND
Northumberlan: 157,101 9 172,161 15
Hottinghan 140,350 16 162,900 15
Oxford 109,620 3 113,191 15
Rutland 16,356 - 16,380 13
Salop 167,639 16 194,298 6
Somerset 273,750 12 303,180 17
Southampton 219,.56 12 245,080 154
Stafford 239,153 21 295,153 17
Suffolk 210,431 11 234,211 15
Surrey 269,043 20 323,851 23
Sussex 159,311 19 190,083 22
Warwick 208,190 10 228,735 20
Westoorland 41,617 16 45,922 12
Wilts 185,107 5 195,828 15
Worcester 139,333 15 100,545 15
York (East Riding) 110,992 16 134,437 14
City of York & Ainsty 24,393 12 27,304 12
York (North Riding) 158,225 7 169,391 11
York (West Riding) 555,282 16 633,042 22
8,331,434 14% 9,538,827 17%
L] R L ] RN



COUNTIES 1821 Increase 1831
fexr Cent

ENGLARD

Bcdferd 83,716 14 55,383
Berke 131,977 10 145,289
Buckingham 134,068 9 145,529
Cambridge 121,909 18 143,955
Chester 270,098 24 334,410
Cornwall 257,447 17 302,440
Cumberland 156,124 10 169,681
Derby 213,333 11 237,170
Devon 439,040 13 494,168
Dorset 144,499 10 159,252
Durham 207,673 22 253,827
Essex 289,424 10 317,233
Gloucester 335,843 15 386,904
Bereiord 163,263 7 110,976
Hertford 129,714 10 143,341
Buntingdon 48,771 9 53,149
Kent 426,015 12 479,155
Lancaster 1,052,859 27 1,336,854
Leicester 174,571 13 197,003
Linceln 283,058 12 317,244
Middlesex 1,144,531 19 1,358,541
Honmouth 71,833 36 98,130
Norfolk 30k, 368 13 396,054
Rorthampton 152,483 16 172,276
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COUNTIES 1821 Increase 1331
Per Cent

ENGLAND
Northumberland 198,965 12 222,912
Nottingham 186,873 20 225,320
Oxford 136,971 11 151,725
Rutland 18,487 5 19,385
Salop 206,154 8 222,303
Somerset 335,314 13 403,908
Socuthampton 283,198 11 314,313
Stafford 345,895 18 410,455
Suffolk 270,542 9 296, 304
Surrey 398,658 22 486,325
Sussex 233,017 17 272,328
Warwich 274,392 23 336,988
Westworland 31,359 7 35,041
Wilcs 222,157 & 239,181
Worcester 184,424 15 211,356
York (Esst Riding) 154,010 1 168,646
City of York & 2Ainsty 30,451 17 35,362
York (North Riding) 187,452 2 190,873
York (West Riding) 801,274 22 970,415
11,261,437 13,089,338

i =




COUNTIES 1801 Increase 1811 Increase
Per Cent Per Cent
WALES

Anglesey 33,806 10 37,045 21
Brecon 31,633 19 37,733 16
Cardigan 42,956 17 50,250 15
Carmarthen 57,317 15 77,217 17
Carnarvon 41,521 19 49,336 17
Denbigh 50,352 6 6h, 240 19
Flint 39,622 17 46,518 15
Glamorgan 71,525 18 85,067 19
Merioneth 27,505 4 30,924 11
Montgomery 47,973 3 51,941 13
Pembroke 56,280 7 60,615 22
Radnor 19,050 9. 20 -l
541,546 13 611,788 17
T ——— — R —



1.7

COUNTIES 1821 Incregse 1831
Per Cent

WALES
Anglesey 4%,053 7 48,325
Brecon 43,503 10 47,7563
Cardigan 57,734 10 &4, 780
Carmarthen 90,239 12 160, 555
Carnarvon 57,958 15 53,753
Denbigh 75,511 8 £3,167
Flint 53,744 11 50,012
€lamorgan 101,737 24 124,612
Merioneth 34,382 3 35,669
Montgomery 59,899 9 65,485%
Fembroke 74,009 9 81,424
Radnor 22,459 ] 24,631
717,438 12 805,236
. ] L PERTSRCEIN

Soprge: Accounts Respectiny the Poox Rates,

CHO U IR T i M BSY



PYERDIX
EMIGRATION o] THE UMTTED XINGHOM IR15 ¢e 1830

Years HNorth Amer{can United States Australisn All Other Total

Colonies Colonies and Flaces
Hew Zealand
1815 580 1,2¢9 coe 192 2,081
1815 3,370 9,022 ave 11° 12,510
1817 9,797 10, 280 ves 557 20,534
1818 153,136 12,429 cae 212 27,781
1819 23,534 10,574 vee 579 34,787
1820 17,921 4,743 ceu 1,0.3 25,729
1821 12,955 &,%58 sow 384 18,297
1822 16,013 4,137 vee 275 20,4629
1823 11,355 5,032 ces 153 10,550
1824 8,774 5,152 cee 3 14,025
1825 8,741 5,551 485 114 14,891
1826 12,818 7,083 363 11% 20,900
1827 12,048 14,520 L5 114 28,003
1828 12,034 12,817 1,00 135 24,092
1529 13,307 15,870 2,010 197 31,198
1830 30,574 24,887 1,242 204 56,307

Source: Nicholls, Pugr Law Mistory, F. 439,
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This bibliograpby does not contain all the works
which have been consulted in the preparation of this thesis.
It is rather an actempt to list those volwnes which have
had soae influence on the way im which the thesis has been
b,‘fittﬁn .

Primary Sources

The Annual Register of world Events, Vols. 55-72. London:
Longmans, 1814 - 18J0.
& work of reference which gives & conveclent summary
ol the parliementary history and main events of the
year, For the reipgn of william IV, the political
history is described with cousiderable Toxy bias,
The report of the 1517 Select Committee of che House
of Commons appointe’ to consider the Poor Laws is
reproduced in its entirety.

Aspinall, 4, and E. snthony Smith cir., knglisb iagtoricai
83 - 1832, Vol. sl. Londou: &iyre and
Spottiswoode, 1939.
A volume in the Enplish Historical Documents series.
Theres are sections on the executive, judiciary,
parliszent, local govermment end Poor Law adminlstra-
tion, economic development, etc. Each source extraci
bas ar introduction. There iz also an annotated
bibliography.

8 od‘'s Ed zarine. Vols. I - 14, Fdinburgh:
Blaekwood 1817 - 18 0,
This magazint is 2 very useful contemporary source of
materisl on the Poor laws., 7The peneral attitude of
the magezine is in favour of the Foor Laws and against
the views of the economists.

Bl&nd Ao Eu. Bl’m. Po AQ, Tmy. R. H.’ Ee

8 ’ UHEen s . B‘llv lloudm, 1920
A useful eolleatinm of source material on the perilod
covered by the thesis. This volume is especially use-
ful for its documents on the period before 1415,
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Brouzham, Henry. Speeches of Hency, Lord Hroushas,
4 Vols. Edinburgh: Adam and Charles Black, 1838,
A collection of Brougham's major speeches arranged
topically. 7Two of his speeches ca the Foor Laug -~
those of 1834 and 1347 are included in Volume 11{,

Latal e Bl L 2 I ,,f

11 Voluxes.

The following volunes are useful “or this perion,

Vols. I1I to V Ristorical sietches o the statesmen
who flourished in the tine of George 1II.

Vol. VII1 BRistoricsl and Political :issertations.

Vol, IX to X Speeches on Locial and solitical ‘ubjecis.

o Ediuburzgh: ... and C., Black, 167: - 7J.

Burns, Sobert.

with regard to the foor, Znﬂ. e, Mlasgow: leter
Hill, 1819.

This discussion of the Poor Lews, ledicated to Sturses
Bourne, though »einly concerned with bvecotlana, coes
meke sowe Interesting suggestions for the luprovement
of the English Poor Laws,

Butcher, -, E., ed. Brisiol Corporsticn of the luuc;
selected Records, (1576 - 1%54). Bristol: Bristel
Recorc Suociety, 1332,

This volume covers the period irom the estalll Lieui
of the Bristol Bosrd of Cuardiasas to the passaje of
the 1534 Act. The book gives selections from all
kinds of Bristol Foor Law docu.e.ta.

Cooper, -illiawn., The pa) 5
Arden. Leeds: John whitnhcad 1931.
The records of this harwickﬁblra village inclulde ex-
tracts from the Vestry Book for the years 1807 - 1361.

Copleston, hdward,

P London: John Murray. 1819.

In this examination of the :oor Laws the author con-
cludes, that the cauges of “h. increese in the poor
rates are largely fortuitous and in eny case commene
surate with the growth of population and the rise in
the price of corn, Therefore no vadical chenge in che
poor rates ig necessary.
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Courtenay, Thomas, Percgrine. : Txestise Upon the Poor
Lews. London: John Murray, 1618,

Courtensy rejects the views ol ¥. |, valthus thaot the
Foor Laws &rxe responsible for the growth of populstion
and pauperisu in the country,

C;gggos. Ind. ed, Landon. J Johnson, 180/.

This work is very useful in reveallng .uch of Curwen's
own social and econonic views., It contains =nong
articles on the rearinr of cowe end horses ri. cutline
of the Friendly 'o~clecies to which he referre  in his
speeches in 181( an’ 1817.

Davison, Jobm., Considerations on the Foor Lawsg., Oxford:
University Fress, 1817.
This pamphlet by 2 Fellow of Uriel Colleae, Combridge,
is dedicated to ~illiam Lturpes Bourne. 'avison
attécks vhe loor laws, believing that every wen shoulo
provi-e for himself. He doer, hrwever, belicve that
charity should ain t.g old arrd the Jisable’,

yed Dy

E2EEi_ﬁéﬁh..&.é!.ﬁ&;&ﬂﬂ..é&l&Jﬂt’ﬁtiQﬂ anﬂ baeragg_~
gf the Poor-Laws., Londom: E.,..7% 1737,

{118 volune, first ~ublished 1. 1JJ3, contai.s ex racts
from the Reports of che koor T.w Genmissionecs, Fhe
work has been criticized, prohebly gquite ju-tly, as
beivy a Jeliberate a-teapt ¢ due ¢al oa0 case a2 alnat
the uld roor Law,

Flinn, Micheel, -, ed, 2R i namle
Bistory. Loadon: M&cﬂill&n, 1);&
A useful documentarv c:ulleccion .hich covers tna
pericd 1300 - 13nG,

- el : ne., VYVols, U9 - 124, Londo:: MNichols
Ton and Bcntley, 1615 - 30,

4 gery useful contempurary su-orce of in‘ormation ou
events Jurins the period. The wagarine displays
great concern and interes~ in Lhe lives of the lisderd
gentry and aristocracy., Iis concera for the poor 1s
only shown a3 it relates Lo the interescs of the
upper orders .,
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Gilbexrt, Thomas. siderationg oun ghe Bills for the
Batgeg Rglggé and Vﬁglﬁ)ﬂﬂ%& " tha Dete  Leavlond
C. To and T. i*ilkiﬁ. 1787.
Thomas Gilberc was the aponsor of the act whieh is
commonly given his nane (22 ¢, 111 C. 43). 1In ihis
pauphlet he outlines the ressons Jov his prorowuls.

Gourlay, Robert, Flening. SJeneral latroduction co .he
Stariscical Account of Upper Cagada. Lemdon: wimpkin
and Marshall, 1822,

This work contesins much information on the scate of
the Poor Laws. The ~uedea o which, “ourlay helleves,
could be auch alleviated by euinration o Upper Tanada.

Bansard, T. C. Parliaweatacy Debates. Vols. 9 to 41,
London: Hamsard, 1814 - 187.,
These voluwes are cleavly, the hest s urces 0. invore
aation va the opinions of Members of larliament on
the ~oor Laws., The octeriel o chese wvoluwes is not
& direct trangceript . the debales ia tic wwo uouses
of farliament but 1¢ a cowpisice made up fro. cthe
reports in the anewspapers o1 the day.

wemneeee, Tarlisments {ebates New Leries, Vel..
1 -« 2:;, London: han&ard, Liu - 1830,

meeesee=-. larlis-entary Debstes. Thire Series, Vol, 1.

Loncon: Hansar<, 1830,

Hinta on Imipration. London: .. latchard, 1828.

The anonywous suthor of this arxiicle “elieves that the
countrxy is overpopulsted and thet e-i~ration iz the
necessary first step to the repesl of the "obnoxicus'

Yoor Laws,
Holroyd, John Bakcr. Q@gﬂﬁ!,&iﬁﬂy OnAghg_Iwg licy, . buses
and Yals ions of the Foo wa. London:

J. Hatchard 1816
John Baker Holrayd wae an M,1, for Bristol anu firsg
Farl of theffield., Holroy' was an avorcate ~F 5 vilder
tax base for the support of the poor, a dicinution uof
the burden of the poor rate an/ the “mpopitico of
stringeut tests heforc the grantin- o relief.
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Horn, D. B, and Mary Ransowe eds. Fuglish Ristorigal
Doguments 1714 - 1783, Vol. X. Loandon: Eyre and
Spottiswoode, 1357,

This tenth volume in the Englisb Histox L Ugeu %
series has useful documeantary extracts anﬂ hlhliagrao
phias for the 1714 - 1733 peviod,

Horuer, Leonacd, ed. Memgirs anc ¥ ce of vrg
Horner M.F, 2 Vols. Lomdon: Jobn Murray, 1857,
These two volumes of Hormer's correspondence and exe
tracteg frow his speeches contalo sowe indizatlon of
Horner's posttion on the Peor Laws,

Journals of the Houge of Cowsopng. Vols, 39 - 70, 1813 -
1830,

-

Lords. Vols. 50 - o3, 13814 - 1830,
The Journals of the Commons and Lords provide a brief
sumzsary of the day-by-day events ian the two Houses,
In addition they also provide informatiom which is
occasionally omitted from Hansa.u,

Malthus, T, R, "2 Letter to famuel hitbreal, nsg. M1,
on His Proposed Bill for the Jfuwecol.ent of the Yoowr
Laws' . 1in ', V. Glass, latroduction go timlthus,
London: 4“attse, 1923, P, 1B. - 205,

In this short pamphlec, Malthus agrees with hithread
that the general education ¢ the poor should he ime
proved but disagrees with the proposals to bulld
better cotteges for the poor sand to make every uind
of property rateseble.

wmemme=~, ‘A Summary View of the Irinciple of lopulation’
in D, V., Glass, latroduction fo Malthus. Loadon:
latts, 1953, v, 117 - 181.
This psmphlet, published in 1li 3¢, 1s an extract from
Malthus' srticle publighed in the supplement to the
sncveclopaedia Britepoica. The purpose of the pamphlet
is to wake available ln sumsery form the arruvent of
the Principle of lcopulation,

wewewe=-, Fiyvgt Egsay on iopulation, 1798. Hotes by
James Bonar, Loodon: Mactidllen, 172,
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LA A X 4 2+ ¥ ¥ 3 Jd'
ed,

. - - - B&Y .y ; 5ﬁhn
ed, "3 Vols. Lmndan. J. Mhrrny, 1&17.

LA R K 2 1 2 1 N !‘n .*< &Y 7th0

ed, 2 Vols, Inttaduation by W, T, Layton. London:
Everyman, 1952,

Malthus' views on population changed significantly be-
tween his first and second editions. His later
editions included Maltbus' opinions on current pro-
posals for Poor law reform.

ceewenee, "in Investigation of the Cause of the Fresent
High Price oi Provislons . Introduetian by Harry G.
Johnson. Capadisn Journal of Economjcs an fcical
8 ° Vol. 150 NO. 2 19&9, 1". 190 - 202.
In ggis short pamphlet, Nalthuu examines the causes
of the repid rise in the price of food ~- especially
wheat., He shows the influence of the Poor Laws on
foreing up the price but concludes that the Poor Laws

were probably necesssry to prevent widespread starva-
tion.

Econoay. MNew York:

éugnstus M. Kallcy. 19&&.
This volume which is & reprint of the 1825 publica-
tion contains the whole of J. R, McCulloch's article
on “Political Ecanamy whieb wap published in the

Melling, Elizabeth. The Foor. Maidsetone: Hent County
Cmeil, 1964,
A collection of examples of local Poor law documents
from the Kent Archives office, frow che sixteeuth to
the nineteenth century. Ihe flatroduction glves @ brief
survey of Fooxr Law practice during ibhe lour centuries
in Kent.
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The Ogggggga of Lord Brouchar ., London: Henry Colburn,
37

A collection of some of Brougham's speeches and writings
on polities, law, theolo vy ete. There sre & "ew re«
ferences to the 1mnlish Foor Lew irn the 1815 - 30
perioed.

Owen, Robert. The Life ui kobert \wen. Introduccion by
M, Beer, Llondon: 4. EBell and “cus, 1320,
An interesting autobiozraphy o! the author whics
sives & (seful insight iato Tren's ideas, character
an- tines, The work needs however to be read in cone
Junction with another biography of Owen since be
{requently omits svents which arve esssatial -- such
as political happenings.

Bdited by e D’ H.'calo.w-iﬂﬂ&;n..'J\ “, Uanﬁ. 1}27-
A selection of the best writimgs o. Robert Uwea.
Included in this edition ave hia ~BMOUS _gggg~_5g

The Pamphleteer. Vols. 1 - 23. London: @ale and
Fenner, 1813 . 1727,
A collection of sone o the besr pawvpblets issued
durin- the period. The pauphlets cover a wide
ranze of topics but there are 2 number on the Foor
Laws by such M.Fs., as Preston, Torrems, Courtenay
and Brydses.

Juerter view. Vols. 7 - 22. London: J. lixray,
1815 - 1830,

A ugeful source of contemporary opinion on the Foor
Lews and other curvest problews. The Review has a
clear Tory bias.

Ret £l IR ices., House of
Cammona, 19 Mﬁy 1&15.

This Selec. Commitiee of the House o Commons exanined

the problems of apprenticing pauper children.
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Report frowm the Committee on the {tate of Mendicitv ip the
lie. House of Comrwons, 11 July 1815,
Thig brief report presented no solid recommendations
for dealinr with benr~iny and vagrancy fu London,

Report of ths Selegt Commictee on the Poor Laws., House
of Commone, 18 June 181..
This brier report, submitted t> the Coumons by 1. €,
Curwen recommended the re-establishsent of the Con-
nittee for the next session of Parlfiswent,

Ihe Rggc\:'t from the Select Committee of the Youse of
Comsons on T?e Fogg Laws to ghigh ;‘ aﬂdgd The Rggg__
of the Lords walttees on
a. Auld, 1817,
The Beyort of the Commons Comuittee on the Foor Law
was the mocst detailerd examination of the Foor Lawe
durins the 1315 - 30 period. Though its recovrenda-
rions showed si-ns >f the “issen within the Cov-iitee
ite analysis of the problemsz presented by the Poor
Laws displayed n consierabla a reerent with that of
the economists. The Lordz' Cox-ittee however favoured
the continuation o€ the Poor Laws with -nly <dnor
alterations.

Report From the .clect Committeas om the Poor Laws. House
of Commons, 17th, March 1818,
This Comittee Repovrt presented a stetistical sumrary
of Ponr Law expendituves of the years to 1715,

‘he Foo:

secend Report from the Select Compittes
House of Commons, 28 Aprll 1718,
This Report “Jealt with one of the znomalies in the

rating syster.

Thizd Report from the “elect Comittee or the I'no» laows,
House of Cormons, 25 May 1318,
This finsl report of the 181€ zession reaffirmed the
Committee’s sgreement w!th the opinione of the 1817
Comittee.,
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Jgport from the tee on the Foor Laws., House of

Conrors, 30 Junme libly,

The Report of the 1819 Committee nmade proposals to
refora the Poor Laws which were largely in agreement
with those ot the economists.

Report from the Select Committee on Pocr Rate Returns.

House of fLowons, LU duly 1-31,

Report troo the belect Committee on loor Rate Returns.
House ~f Commons, 15 July 1822,
The >elect Committees on “oor Race Returns' Keporcs
contsin the expenditures on the Foor Rates.

“House of Commons,'a Junewlu”é
The Select Committea encuired into the practice o/
paying wages ot or the poor rate,

Report from the ‘elect Uommittee on rmioration fromw the

United ¥in-dom, House of Commons, 76 Mav 1,24,
The Report recommended emigracion &8 oue wmeans v
correcting ' the redundancy of population’,

Report from the Select Cormittee on kmipretion. Fousze of
Commons, 26 February 1427,

This Report of the Committee arfirmed the stana taken
in rhe Report of the previcus vear thst private awnd
local contributions should form the basis of avy
echeme of emigration.

Second Report from the Select Committee on 7ESLL
the United Kingdom., House of Commons, 5 April 1827,
This Report brought to the House the plivht o the
hend loom weaver snd recowmended that Parliament grant
230,000 to assist 1,20u veavers to ewigrete,

3 he Select Committee ou Kwigrscion from
the ggitad Kingd gg Haune ot Communs, l’ith rebruary

1828,

Thie report largely accepted the ecovomists' analysis
of the labour market and recommended the introduction
of a system of regulated emirratiou.



he law »tf “Yarish

‘ . house uf Cummon&. 9 Juce LB,

Bouse of Commons, 9 June 1l8in,

This Comsittee advocated the practice of "domestica~
ting” the agricultural laboixer Ia the wuwe oi his
euployer -- thus i proviuc cthe :heracter of the
ewployee,

Report from the relect Couwnittee or. inat raxi ¢ the roox
ngg ﬁglaging Lo the raploymen: o: elief of /ble-
Bod{ie 5 2 the Foor Kate. House of Cowmons,
3 thly 18 e

The Comuittee accepie! the analysis o: che 1317 Cowe
mittee. it recuuwmevien che abolition o. sussiuias o
the wages 0: labourers.

t £ His esty's Commigsioners for Inmirins into
the ‘dmimfetration ang lrxactieel Operaciom ot yhe roor

Laws, Loandon: Fellowea, 1834,
This work {8 a very detailed examination ol the admini-
scration and operation of the Joor Law, [t has been
cricticized as an attempt to turn opinion &galnsi the
01d Poor iaw,

Sraffa, Iiero and M, H. Dobbh es, David Ricardo, vorks
and Correspondence. 10 Vols, Cambriine: Universite
Fress, 1952,

The authoritative source material on Ricardo’s thousht,
Volune = contains the complete text #altiwus' Pringipnles

of rolitical Eeomomy.

Bobertson, C. Graant., select Stmtutes, Cases and Uoccuwents.
3ré ed. London: Methuern, 15135,
This colleccion of tne principle consticutional docu=-
ments of faglaud contains selecclons fro variou:
sources., .eleccions vrom Love foor Lay Anencunent - ct
07 luwe = Llé Chaxles aa Chapter LE Lo contaiunec /o
the boolt.. cach seiectivn las an lutroduccion and re-
fers to the principle authorities on the topic of the
sclection and hes a briet sumamary of the mela paris
0! the extract,
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benior, Nassau ¥William. _elected Writines on Yeopomics.
NO YOﬂl‘.’ A. M. KQII&Y 144 g
This volume of Senior's pamphleta contains nmong
others bis "Introductory Lecture on rolitical V.conomy"
of 1827 and bis Iwo Lectures on sopulacion with a
Corresponderce between the Author and T, R, Malthus"
of 1829,

---==-~-, Three Lectures on the Rate of wases. WNew York:
Ao M, Helley, 1959,
In these lectures delivered before the University of
xford, Laster Term, 1830, Senior accepts the .aces

Pund Theory.

Stanhope, Larl of, and £, Cardwell, eds. The Memoire of
&ix Robert Feel. 2 vols, London : J. Murray, 1857
and 8§,

Frepared by reel himself; they deal nainly with
Catholic emancipation, Peel' firat administration
arid the repeal of the Corn Laws. However soae of
Peel's views on the Foor Laws are stated.

The Statutes of the United Kingdow of Creat Britain and
. 8 Vols. London: Gaorge Eyre and Andrew

Stahan, 1810 - 1831,
These eizht volutes contain the acts passed between

1514 and 1830.

Smith, Adam. The -ealth of Nations. Edited by E. Camnan.
2 Vols, London: Methuen, 1951,
One of the wost influential works on econowics that
hae ever been publisued. This work profoundly in-
fluenced many o. those who thou-ht about ecoaomic
gquestious in the firet third of the nineteenth

century.

Tawaney, R, H. and Fower, "ilees (eds.) Tudor rconuwig
Joguments. 3 Vols. London: Longyrans ireeane, 19124,
“ yery useful collectioa of Tudor econ.vic docunents.,
Containg some of Tudor Poor Law legilslation.
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) bndm’ 1&15 - 36.
e reports of the parlia-entary proceedings were
cavried in The Times and were the hasis of Hansard's
Farlisventary Debate

RSN &

Winch, Uonald, ed. Jamey Mill: jelected lcomowic Writings.
Edinburgh: Scottish Econoaic Scolety, 1904,
This volume contains sowe of the articles and books
written by Mill which ere wost releveart to the Foor
Lawe, LIt includes his Lssay of the lmpolicy ol a
Bounty on the Export u! Grain of 18.4 an? his

Elements of folitical Economy o7 1825,

d Sour

Ambirajan, . Malthus and Classical Loonordcs, Bacbay!
Popular Book Depot, 1959,
A careful exawination of the ecomonic thought af
T. R, Malthus with & consideration of his par. 1o
the claesical school of Economic Thought,

Aghby, Archur, "ilfred. Ope Huodred Years of Foor Law
Adoinistration in a larwiciksblre Village. Uxford:
Clarendon :ress, 1912,

Tris 130-page book examines the operation and ox-ani-
zation of poor reliel in the village of Tysoe during
the period 175¢ to 1230G. The book is useful in that
Lt shows how one village rveacted to the problews aof
the poor.,

Aghton, Thomas outhcliffe, R
- G. London: Cxford Univeraity T'rvess, 17,2,
An excellent brief survey of ecomoulc and sucial
developnents during the period 17,0 - 1730,
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Aschrott, Paul, Felix, and H. Freston-Thomas. The English
Poor Law Systen, igst apnd :resent. Im!, o', London:
Knight and Co., 1902,

This volume {8 divided into three parts: Pari I the
bistorical development of the Enzlish Voor Law,

PFart 11 the existing relief system avd kart 111 (by
H. Preston-Thomas) old age pensions. The work was
extremely bighly regarded at the time of its being
¥rittea -~ tramslations frowm the oriqginal Cermen wvere
made into tnglish and a2 dussien versiom vas cause”

to be published” by the Empress of Russia. ‘Yschrott
18 neinly concerned with the Jevelopment of :arliamen-
tary lesislation, In some places his tonmled e zppears
to be faulty -« he overestimates the importance of the
Elizabethan Act of 1luUl amd underestimates thoge acts
which preceeded {t and of which 1t was in fact siazply
the codification, Aschrott's work betrays che very
evident bias of the liberzl econowlst againsi the

ac s of jovernzent and lu:al au.hwriiies (for s ple
the Lpeenhenland system) which sought to humanize the
system, For the otuarts too, Ashroti has no sywpathy.
Be fails to nention the tighreniny i of the al inlge
tration which cccure? unde~ James 1 a . Chavles I an?
econce.trates his attack on the morsl laxity of Chacles
II in particular and Restoraticn Emgland in general,

Lspinall, Arthur, Lor! Broughan and the -.iz Fari s,
Manchester: University Press, 1917,
An examination of the 1life, ideas and accomplisheents
of Henry, Lord Broucham. OUne chepter zathers to-
gether Broughan's social and econemic thought.

hus-lhrbin, Se e RDELD Ol 2 SRIBIENRD L X L&
of somerget. Tauntoa: :toa.ersetshire ‘rchaelosl
and Natural History Lociety, 1939,
This book gives a chronological liscing of the Members
of Farlisment for the County ol .unervset vro:i 175 to
1857, Sriel »io-rophical sctes ave ~lven of 2aeh
M,¥, listed with references to souvces,
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Bartlett, C., J. Castleresgh. Charles Scribner's Sons:

Bell

New York, lwuu.

This blography gives & sympsthetic interpretation of
the career of Viscount Castlereagh. The work gives
due emphesis to Castlereagh's contributions to the
history of the period 1512 - 1822 as Leader of the
House of Commons,

y John F. . History of fconomic Thought. Zod. ed.
New Yori: Ronald kirese, 19.7.

A useful briet outline of the niscory of econouuc
thought,

Blaug, Mark. Ricardian Econowicg; e Historicel .iudy.

New Haven: Yale Universitv Fress, 1914,

This volume provides a deteiled and very useful sur-
vey of the economics of the leading member ol the
£nglish Classicel uchool of econowic thought.

ceneme==, "The Myth of the Old roor Law end the Making

of the New'" Journal of btconowmic History, Vol. ~:I1I,
125, F, LiL - 178,

eewc~=e=, ‘The Foor Law Report Re-examined . Journal of

Zeonopic Higtory, Vol. 21V, 1su4, . 251 - 244,

In these two artiicles Blaug attacks the opinion that
the Yoor Laws were responsible for the spread of
pauperism, in the lace eighteeath and early aninececenth
cencury. He mainteins that the -peenbaumland sys.em was
8 response to structural uneuploy.eut in the rural
section of the ecoaouy.

Boase, frederieck. & fngll Blograpby., o Vols. n.p.t

Brady, Alexander.

Truro, 18392 - 1921.

These six volumes provide short blogreplies of sune
of che lesser-known figures who died in the 1Li5U -
1360 period.

nd, ed, Frank Camaz Lonéom, 19&7

A reisasue of the first editioun with an iafroduction of
ten pages., The work is not a blography but rather an
attempt to survey the changes in esconowic policy during

the 18201 8,
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Brodrick, C. T. C. and Fotheringham, J. K. The KA L
Historv of Enaland. Veol, 11. London: Lonzmﬂﬂﬂ "rean,
1%%-

This volume deals with the period 1301 ro 1B37. It
is especially veeful for providing the political
framework of the period,

Cannan, Sdwin, 2 lletory of the Iheories of sreductlon
o * 1sh Political Feonomy [ry

1756 to 1866, London: B T TTE
This volume provides & useiul survey ¢! the theories
of the fnzlish Claselcal Lecononmists,

Cecil, David, Lord M, Constable, London: 19%,
# history ol the life of williaw Lamk», Lord ‘el
bourne. Unfortunately thisz worl does not benin ' 14l
1827 but ic does provide sowe irvsights into Melbourne's
views on the Poor Llaws,

Checrland, . The Rise of lndustriul _oclecy in E~-lpnd,
1813 - 1&85, Lomdon: Lon:raas, 13.4.
A good introduction te the econwonic developuaentzn of
the period.

Clspbaz, 5ix Jobm Earelé. n & s | ! ;

Beitatn. Veol, I. Cambriuga. The Hniwarnicy ?reas,
1343,
The ;irstc voluwme covers the period from 18I0 - 18%0,
This careiul, scholarly worsx bas escablished igself
as belon~ one o the springheavds Lor an 2xaminatior
of the econculc developments o. the period,

Chawbers, J. 0. ead Mozay, 2. L. The Beoricultural
Revolution 175¢ =~ 1i-:. Lomdon: Butsford, 1¥s.,

sn examination of the development of agriculture
durin- the period fro= 1750 to 14806, This wolume
examines the impact o the _peenhawnlend cyrtem oo
rural poverty.
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Coats, A, W, "Economic Thought and Poor Law Folicy in the
Eighteenth Century”., icongmic History Review. Vol,
13, WNo., 1, r. 3y ~ 51,
A article desling with economic thought and its in-
{luence on ei,bteeuth century .oor Law poliey. 1t is
mainly concerned with events end thou.hit up to 1704
and has therefore no direct relevance to this thesis.
However, since the problem posed iz sirilar to the
one in this thesis then the axtcicle suv-ests sone
interestine approaches te tte provlem,

Cokaicne, T, . The Conplere {ecrace., Li vVolumes,
London: st, Catharine's iress, 192 .,
A very useful wor: for sbtainin, a brier skeich of
the lives of those peers who do not appesr in the
victionary o: Mational lLic-raphby.

william iollaxd, 1l%u.,

A uvseful work for obtainine the salien: features of
the careers ov barocaeis,

Colchester, Luvu, ed, lhe viary and corcegsponience vl
Charles rbbott, lord Colechester. 3 Vols, London:
John Murray, 181,

Charles . bhott wes speaker oi the House oL Comacns
from 1562 - 1217, He was therefore in an excellent
vantare poinc co be awece oif the political happenings
o! hie ray. He did, bowever, write vevry litcle un
the ,oor Laws,

Cole, G. J. H. The Lice of Hobert vwen., Loudun.
AgeMillen, 1930, ¢, 350,
~ hi-hly sympathetic bio raphy of Robert Owen. ‘he
author is mainly concerned wicth linkiune

mea to the
prevailin, social and economic thourht al che (iue.
In particular Owen's influence ou the develovuent of
socialist thousht is discussed,

wememews, apnd yostrate, daysond, l1he Uowion reowmle
1746 - 1945. London: Methuen, 1591,
A careful exanination o/ rhe lile of the cunnon
people, Has some vsluable Informecion om the loor

Laws,
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Court, William Henry Bessano. ne; gconom ;
of Britain from 1760 to Racent Tgmeﬂ. Camhridwa
tniversity rress, 1954,

A good gemeral survey of the econowic history of
Britain,

Davis, H., -, Careleas, The "on of Crey and reel. “:ford!
Clearendon, 19u4,
A careful examination o: the ideas and policies oi the
whie and Tory parties herween 17, and 152

Deane, rhyllis, and w. A, Cole. British dconomic Crowth
1088 - 1959: ¥rends & .tructure. Camhridre: uUniverw
sity o Cambridee, 19:2,

This work supplies useful aaterial oa the econon!i:
trends durin- the lol3 - l:Huv periou,

wencoee-, The First Industrisl Revolution. Cambridge:
University tress, 193.5,

This volumne provides an interestins anslysis o1 che
econonnic developments during ithe incustrial revolu~
tion,

Dicey, A, V. Lew and Ptublic ¢piniop in knrland, inc, ed,
London: MacMillan, 1962,

A classic work on the iniluence of public opinion om
the development of lew in nineteenth century. Accord-
ing to vicey there weve three wmain currents of publie
opinion during the century -- the periods »l O1ld
Torylsm, Benthanism, and Collectiviam,

Eden, Frederick Morton. The State of the locr; A HBistory
of the Labouring Classes in Enrland, with parochial
xeports, Abrideed and Edited by ~. <. L. Ropers,
London: G. Routlcd%e 192,
written in the 1790's, thias book examines contemporary
theories o poor relie” and prorides a quici sirrey
of the conditions in & nu.mer o worhu.see.

Erickson, A, B, The Tublic Career of .1ir James Crahar,
Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1952,
This biography of the #hig statesman males use of aew
documentary material not available in earlier biumra—
phias or documentary collections. ‘ome ¢l Uir lanes'
views on the loor Laws are mentioned.
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Exith, E. J, Essex Parigh Records 1240 - 1294. Essex
County Council: Chelmsford, 1950, P, 252,
Thie sumrary of the parish records of Bssex has a use~
ful introduction which cutlines some of the details of
the operation of the Poor Law in the county between
1815 and 1836,

Fay, Charles, Ryle. es ta om 8 to

: ha Sy LRI 3,
Lonzmans Greene, 1928,
This work has almost become a classic examinstion of
the social history of Great Britain.

ceceme~=, Life sbour in theg Ninetes
Cambridge: University Press, 1920,
This volume deals with the social history of England
from 1815 to 1914, Two chapters -- one on Owen and
one on the Old FPoor Lesw and the New are relevant to

this thesis.

=--~ee==, Hugkisgon end His Age. London: Longmans
Green, 1951.
A detailed examination of the life and times of

Ruskisson, 1t does not, however reveal much of
Buskisson's attitudes to the Poor Laws.

he Reator m _to the Reform Bill of 184 London
Bell, 1871,

This one volume work is dedicated to '"The Right
Honourable the Earl of Lonsdale the late’’, and to
*Henry Lowther Esquire M.r.' 'whose political history
this work attempts to record’'. We are therefore put
on our puard from the start against the pronounced
pro-Tory sentiments of the work. It does, however
provide some interesting bilographical data on J. C.
Curwen,

Feiling, Keith. The Second Tory arty (1714 - 1831).
London: MacMillan, 1951.
This work provides sympathetic treatment of the Tory
party before the Great Reform Act.little mention is

made of party's attitude to the poor.



Flinn, Michael Walter.
A brief economic history of the pertod vaeful for
providing & rapid sketeh of the topie anﬂ period,

Foster, Joseph. \umnl nigngla L7753
Uxford: racrker and Co., 1@&8.
This volume contains brief sketches of che caresr of
the students of Oxford University. It is useful work

for tracing briefly the careers of the lesser-known
H.P'l

Fowle, T. W. The Pgor law. London: #MacMillan, 1£93,
This work provides short examinacion of the develop-
sent of the Poor Law institutions. The book is,
however chiefly of interest for the suthors examication
of the main principles of the foor Law thought.

Fulford, Roger. Samuel Whithread {1744 - 1813) Lendon:
MacMillan, 1967,

This new biography of the brewer~-policiclian exawines
in some detail Whitbread's attitude to the Poor laws
and bis proposals for minimum wace legislation,

Gash, N, “Rural unemployment 1815 - 34"'. Econoule History
Review. Vol. VI, Ro. 1. Oct, 1935, ¥, 3 - 94,
In this short article Gesh indicates the nsture and
extent snd probable causes of rural unemployment, He
collects some convincing evidence of the existence of
widespresd seasonal unemployment in the rural aress
of south and east England.

Gayer, A, D, H. W, noatmw anﬁ Ay &ehwurtz. The Growth
o " ; . ‘, i

2 Vbls. Oxford: ﬁlurondon Prnsn, 1953.
These two volumes examine the changes in the British
economy in the Industrial Revolution. The work dJdeals
with business fluctuations and prices,

Cide, Charles, and Charles Rist. A fiistory of Beonoiuic
. London: George G, Harrap & Co, 1913,
This volume 18 one of the classic works on the history
of economic thought. ‘The sections on the claessicsl
economists are especially good.
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Glass, David Victor. ed. Introductioun to Maltbus. London:

vatts » 1953 °

This volume places Maltbusian theories in their his-
torical context and outlines thelr applicability to
the twentieth centuxy, In sddition the volvwre contains
en exteneive bYibliorraphy of books, pawphlets gnd
articles on the population question and two of

Malthus' articles on population.

Gray, 5ir Alexander. The levelopwent of Jconomis poctrine,
London: Longmans, 1931,

This work provides hrief witry introduction to econo~
mic thought. The author probably cverenphagires the
vole of Jcottish and :oclalist econwmalsts,

Griffich, G. I, 1lation Froblems ir ae
Malthus. 2nd. ed. Landon- uass, 197,
A work in which the suthor examines the causes ol the
increese of populaetion in the late eighteenth sn¢
early nineteenth century. The first editiom concluded
that the msjor cause of the {ncresse was the decline
in death rates. This editicn is a reprint of the
first edition with a new introduction,

Halevy, Elie. & Higtory of tbe Eng p |
Nineteenth Century. > Vols, London. Benn. 1961.
The flrst two volures in this period deal with the
period from 1815 to 1830U. The work covers the period
in detail and deals estensively wi..: the sucial
history of the period, In addition each volume has
sn extensive and very useful bibliocraphy.

Hammond, Johm lewrence le Breton and Bartare Hawmmond.
The Rise of Moderr landustry. Methuen: London, 1913,

This volume is claessic survey o. the development of
industry in Britain. The asuthors, as in their ocher

works, show a great sympathy for the working class.

Haney, L. H. Eistoxy of Econowir Thought. 4 ed. Hew
York: MacMillan, 1351.
This excellent survey of the history of econcmic
thought covers the period from Moses to the present
éﬂ’.
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d 3 Cataloin, B cliamentary Fapevs
159, = 18.4&. Introduntiaa hy P, Nmrd and 8, .ord,
Oxford: Blackwell, 1933,
me of the best guides to parlisventerv sessional
p&p e|erd,

Heilbroner, Robert L. The warl*Lx £hi loaoggg i the
Lives, Tioes and Ideas of the Grea I i inke.
Rev. Ed, New York: oimon and thUQtﬁr. 191, *r, 599.
bectionas oui this work sre valuable, ln addition to
outlining the ideas of the economists the author
examines, in considerable detail, the economic con-
ditions of the times in which they lived,

Bennock, E, F, 'The Poor Law btra'', DHNew o ty. 29,
r&bo 68. Pg 301 - ].
This three-page avticle 13 2 short populer survey of
the developnent of the Poor Law from the oririns to
the 13%0's,

Rouse of Comvons. Manual of ¥raocedure in the Fublic
Buginess. n.p,., 1304,
A manual of the procedure used by the House of
Commons., There {8 an excelient section un the ore
sanization and operation oY seleet Comitieesn of
the Housc.

Jacvson, ~. The Curwens of .orkington Hall. ¥endel:
T. vilson, 1850,
Traces the history of the Curwen family to about
180G, Ircludes e+«tracts from parish reelstexs, wills
and towbstones referring to the Curwens.

Jones, H, Vernon, ed. Csai £y .
1801 - 193C0. P, b, Kiuw, 1)»&
An unofficial fndex of ¢ ,5G. papers with short des-
criptive summaries of the important ones.

Judd, Gerrit Farmele. Men f Perliawent 1734 ~ 1832,
N&w Baven: Yale Umiv&rsity 1:@&3, 19359,
tn invalusble volume, Thia work lists the nemes and
congtituercles of every M,I'. betwren 1734 and 1837,
In addition the volume cantainu a series of short
chapters on the nationelity, age, status and social
background of M.¥s,




19¢

Lely, J. M, Th : ‘ i Pra :pl
London: &w&at and Mhmwell 1595.
A& chronological zelection of the wajor acts on the
Foor Lews from 15601 - 1895 fs included in this alpha-
betical and chronological survey of Laglish law.
Selecticns from the ~ajor acis of the period are iu=
cludeda. The wor. is useful oo 2 popad ce.law of e
development of che Joox Laws.

vy . v°1¢ Ix‘

Leonard, b. . The usagly } WHEIE
Cambridge: University Preas. 190u
Thies work deals with the development of iuilisnh .oor
Relief, Irom fmplo-.axon times to the lotiis, Though
not exactly gserwane to che topic or this thesis ic
loes, nhowever, provide uselful beex - wouad LuiOr.&T.0n,

Lipson, Ephraim. The tgonomic History oi Etnglsnd, 3 Vols,
Loadon: A, ana C, Black, 19..,

Much space in volume LILL of this excellen: survey is
devoted to the developiseant of ‘. roor Laws,

Mackay, Thomas. lgtory of the wnelish ioor lww.
Vol, I1l, London: P, ™, hing and Co,, 1493,
This volure of the history or chie Poor law i« wn~-
tended to rerve as, the third volume of Sir George
Nicholls' History of the Luglish ,oor Lsw. However
since the suthor felt that Nicholls wrote of the period
1830 - 1855 with cousiderable ceserve he fel. thal
he would desl with the period again, The sutlior thus
spends six chapters »m the period up to Lo,

MacGregor, D, h. Leconomiec lhought suc solicy. Londent
Oxford University Yrress, 1943,
This bool 1s concerned with the interaction of
econoule thought and public policy. C(ne chapter ls
specifically related ro tue problu: dlscussed in bis
thesis p-oject,

Mamtoux, reul Joseph, Lhe tiviei &g 1 keuntution sr che
L th L&ngggv* Ao Cutline i che Yesirmines of the
lgae oLy Sysgtewn {p tagland. ..orion.  Je Laope,

e
A elassic general survey u( the developnent oL Che
industrial Revolution in the eighreen century. - few

peges are devoted to the ioor Lo~ and the ' peenhamland
bya ten,
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darriott, J. ‘. B, George  ancing and bie lives; a Foli-
tical Study, London: .John Murrey, 1903,
This sywpathetic studvy Hy 2 concervitise 5 Comning's
life and times is based larnely on seconiury sources.
Little attention is wiven to Cuaning's views .o the
Voor Laws.

Marshall, vorothy. ihe .mglish 'ner - b L. eenth
Century =-- a study in -ocisl and hdalnictesilve
Ristory. London: &. Boutledge, l4.s,

This volume deals wailnly with the pe-iz. vou 132 te
1782, 1. does, therelove, < well he wrse rthe peried
covered My rhis thesis bevins., The work is valuable
however Jor background iniorsation ~m the ronc Laws,

Marshall, J. i, ‘the Nottin7hemshive refocwecs aad .heir
contributiom to the New Poor law  Lconomic listory
Review. Vol. 13, dpril 1791, ., 38: - 33,

An exsriination of the work of three Nottinchanshire
refr=iers <= Becher,lowe and "'ichollz whose practical
Innovetlons were inrluential in cvhe developuen. of
the Pooc Law after 1810,

Medd, tatric”, Nomilly. ULondon: Collinz, 1)8,
In this new bioszraphy of che creac lawver and raformer
the author has little nore to say na Ronilly's views
on the Foor Laws ~..¢ on the ecoaun-ista than whac is
contained in the r-ates-a's -e wiira, speeches and
letters which have slresdy eer published,

Mencher, w»amuel. rooy Law te rpveciy rrogran, sitis-
burgh: University of Pittsburgh, 1957, =xix, k. 479,
This voluae exsdnas the histo-y of Lo coor wavs
Jealing wich the poor fro: the end o toc i tile "ges
down to the presert day. The lume cuacentrates
almost exclusively on the foor Last in “ritaln and
America. This work is chiefly valuable for its
axaminatior »f the develomment of the ideological
framework of tihe .cor Law..
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Mtﬂhﬂll. B, R, Jbstract X £ Br .‘ 8 &Y
Cambridge: University Fress, 1962,
This volume provides basic statistical informnatiom
(where available) for the period from the edirhteenth
century to the 13900'e, It 1ia the stariacical supple-
aent to F, Yeana's Seifish ¥Yeonomic Growth 148R -

2 L aﬁ.

1953; Trends sni biruckure.
Nicbolls, %ir Zeorse., _@distory of the inzlish Foor Laws,

Vol. I1. New York: G, t, «utnam's bons, 1598,
This history of the Poor Laws by one of the three
comaiasioners of the Poor Laws is a very useful in-
troduction to & study of the En-lish ‘oor Laws.
This volume cdeals with the period tvrom 17L6 ko 15.3.
The author has & natural tendency to exa-cerate hig
own aecomplishments -- egpeclally in the Aescription
of the Foor Law experiments at Bouthwell's Binzham
and to use his sccomplishments as a yardstick o
neasure cther Foor Law adwinistratioms,

Opkes, C., 5. 3zir camuel Romilly. ‘ondon: *llen sad
Unwin, 1935,

4 useful biowvephy ~f the Seor i1on lawyere-rintesr an,
It does not unfortunately add wuch to the knowledge of
Romilly's thouiht on the Poor Laws.

Parker, Charles, stusct. Ihe Lile and Letters of :ir
James Graham (1732 = 1350). 2 Vols, London: Johm
Murray, 1507,

Thege tv.. volunes which are Jated by other nore recent
biographies neverthelass contain gome useful materlal,
>ome of the leccers to, from end abeut Fir James ove
of interest.

Poor Law Commissioners, Returng Relarive to Local Texa-
tion. n.p. 184u, o, 50,
This booklet zives rhe poor rate asresgue.t md ex=
penditures on accoun: of the poor rate by counties
for ¥uzland end :'ales vor the years 1744 to 189 --
when available,
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bridge'.mUhtvarsity‘Prass, 1903.
Volume 1 which deals with England and ‘ales is useful.
It exanmines the relations between M.Fs. and their

constituencies and the various kinds of franchises
prior to 1832,

Poynter, John, Riddoch. Soeciety and !auperisw; Enclish
Ideas on Poor Relief 1795 -~ 1834, London: Routledge

and Kesen Paul, 1959,

This excellent, detailed and very scholarly wox
examines the developuent of thousht on TFoor Relief

in the period 1795 - 1834, The author examines a
wider spectrum of rhought than that covered in this
thesie but several chapters are directly related to
the specific field of this thesis. Unfortunately the
work appesred too late to incorporate any of his
ideas in this thesis. The work also includes an
excellent biblioeraphy,

Pratt, J. T, The Laws Relatinc to the ¥oor. 2 Vols.
London: 4, Strahan, 1827,
The Poor Law statutes end cases to 1827 are arranged u
under headings slphabetically. It iz possible there~
fore to get a rapid review of any aspect of the Poor
Laws as it stood in 1827 by topic and title.

Raynes, Harold, Ernest. Socisl Security In Britaig -- A
Hisctory. Znd. ed. London: Pitmen, 1962,
This history of social security covers the period
from the early guilds to the present day. Muech infor-
mation is given on the aduinistration of the Foor
Laws. One chapter deals with the politizel and
economic thought leading to the Report of the Royal
Commigsion on the Poor Laws of 1837 - 1734,

Robbing, L. €. Th , ) L ish
Clgssical }leijal gonomg. Lﬂndcn. MacMillan,
1952,

In this work the suthor questiocns wany of the widelye
held notions of the oplnions ¢ the classical econoe
riigte. He devotesz part of one chaptar to the views
of the Classical Economists orn the Toor Law,
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Roll, Erieh., A History of ¥conomic Thought. 3d. ed.
New York: Prentice Hall, 1950,
This volume provides a rapid survey of che hi: tory of
econonic thought from the 0ld Yestament to J, M.
Keynes. Three chapters -- one ench for Usith, ..« lthus
and Ricardo are J.. ec:ziy relevant to this thesis.

Rolo, P. J. V. George Cannipg. London: MacMillan, 1965.
In this “iography ol one ot e leading statesmen of
the period of 1815 - 1£30, Cannir~'s economic and
social policies are scarcely mentioned -- and when
they are the same phrase is simply repeated.

Romilly, bir tawmuel. _lemoirs of the Life of uir bamuel
Romilly. 2 Vols. lrd. ed, London: John Murray,
1841.

These volumes provide a very use¢ful collection of the
correspondence and memoi-s ol the statesmav., Romilly
unfortunately seems to have beer only slightly
interested in the Yoor Lawes anc economic thought,

ot. Clair, Oswald, A ey to Ricardo. London: Routledge
and raul, 1957.
A useful attempt to siuplify and clarify Ricardo's
economic thought. There is a useful chapter on the
vWages Fund Theory.

Samuels, Warren J. The Clasgsical Theory of Economic
Policy. Cleveland: world Publishing Co., 1965.
A rigorous theoretical discussion of the economic
policy of the classical school. This work elaborates
on Robbins Theory of Economic Policy in Znglish

Vlassical -olitical Economy.

de Schweinitz, Karl. England's Road to Social becurity.
Barnes, New York: 1961,
This volume covers the period from the Statute of
labourers o° 1349 to the Beveridce Report of 1,42,
Three chapters are !(irectly velevant to tois tiesiz
topic. The work includes & bibliography.




195

Stephen, S5ir Leslie and Sir Siduey Lee, eds. The Dictione
f Fat B aphy. 2. Vols., London: Oxford
1864 - 5,
This work is extremely useful for providiang brief
;ketchos of the careers of sowe of the less well-known
Ps,

Strathearn, Gordon and T, i, B, Cocks., ‘ People's Con-
science. Constable and Co.: London, 133,
A descrijtion of the work of six select committees
of the House of comnons between the years 1729 -
1837. The first chapter deals briefly with the values
and procedure of thils nethod of inquiriag into a
problea.

Styles, Philip. ''The tvolution of the Law of tettlement",
University of Bipmingbham Historical Journal. Vol., 9.
1963, P, 33 - 63,

This article outlines the development of the Laws of
Settlewent to 1795 from 16¢1,

Temperley, H, .. V. Life of Canning. London: Jemes
Finch.

This biogrephy of Canning concentrates lergely on
hie foreign policy. Little evldence is zlven of
Canninz's concern with internal politics.

Thompson, ¥, M, L. 1i.clish Landed Soclety in the Hine-
teenth Centucy. London: Routled e and Kegan Faul,
1953,

This worc is useful in itg exesination .. the
econonic social and polirical bases and influence of
the English aristocracy and gentcey.

Townend, Peter. ed, DBurke's Landed Jentry. London:
Burke's ‘cerage, 1165,
This useful work provides brief viogsaphical details
of the meubers of che landed gentcy.

Boston:

Beacon Presa, 195&
A ploneering history of the Indurtrisl Revolution,
even though the work has beeu largely superceeded, it
still retains & great deal of Interest,
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Venn, J. A. Alymni Csntsbrigienses. Part II, 6 Vols.
Cambridge: University Fress, 194C,
This work provides brief biographical details of
Cambridge students. It is especially useful for
tracing the careers of the relatively obscure M.ls.
of the period.

Webb, Sidney and Beatrice. English Yoor Law liistory
Part 11: The last Hundred Years. Vol. 1I., Longmans
Green and Co., London: 1929,

This volume deals wmainly with the period 1905 - 1929

though it does have a useful chapter on the develop-

ment of the Foor Laws of Ireland and Scotland aund

iome useful statistics on the English roor Law from
288,

iadedd ==, English Poor Law History Fart 1i: The Lasgt
Hundred Years. Vol. 1. Loungmans, Green and Co.,

London: 1929, xvi, ~. 468,

This volume deals with the poor law history in
England and Wales from 1832 to 1308, The first
chapter outlinees briefly the factors which brought
about the establishment of the 1832 Royal Commission
on the Poor Laws and examines jits report.

crmmme—— . English Local Covernient. YVol. 7. Ft. L.
The 01d Poor law., Longmans, Green: London, 1320,
This volume deals with the hi:ztory of the Poor Law
to 1834. It is the most detailed history of the 0Old
Poor Law available. The work is based on a detailed
study of primary sources.

Ward, J. J. Sir James fGraham, London: MacMillan, 1967.
. modern depiction of the friend and political heir
of J. C, Curwen. This sywmpathetic portralt is deeply
concerned with the economic snd social background of
the events through which Graham Lived.

Welch, R. Courtenay. The Rarrow School Xegister 1800 -
1911. dew Yor: : Lonemans Greer, 1911,
A 1isting of all the puplls of Harrow >chool between
1800 and 1911. Brief biographical outlines are given
of each student listed.
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woodward, L. The
U)ﬁf@rd 19 343 >
A beautifully written survey of &ll agpects of
English history dur.u-, '.: period 181% ro 187C,

Robé aukg, Second tord

London Macﬁillan, 1&3?.

This biography ceals .ith the life or the man who was
prime wigistcc during four-fifthe of the period
covered by this thesis, Howaver the volumes are
aainly concerned with politic. and reflect lictle of

great social probiems of the day -- such as tue Foor
Laws.

iie-ler, £hilip. Addiagton., WNew Yrrk: Jolm Day.
This b10§raphy of lidumouth contains very little om
Sidmouth's opinicns on the economic and social
probleus.



