
Hands-on in the 
archives:
Lessons learned from teaching 
with online exhibits

bit.ly/wilu-exhibits



Introductions
Roxanne Lafleur, Library and Audiovisual Support Specialist, 
University of Ottawa
Jada Watson, Adjunct professor, University of Ottawa
Mary Aksim, Master of Information Studies graduate, 
University of Ottawa
Karine Gélinas, Project Manager, Public Services Branch, 
Library and Archives Canada
Sarah Simpkin, Interim Digital Scholarship Librarian, 
University of Ottawa
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Sarah Simpkin

◂ Background in Geography and GIS, became 
involved with DH projects at uOttawa in 2016

◂ Involvement ranges from one presentation per 
class, to attending multiple sessions, to being a 
member of the teaching team

◂ Recommends software, methods, and source 
collections/data, and provides input on course 
assignments to meet researchers’ learning 
outcomes

◂ Developed a TOS policy for library-hosted Omeka 
sites (bilingual, feel free to adapt if useful)

http://biblio.uottawa.ca/en/terms-service-uottawa-library-hosted-omeka-sites
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Roxanne Lafleur

◂ Background in cataloguing, imaging,  
photography, reference, website development. 
Managed image collections for 30 years.

◂ Involved with DH projects since 2013, ranging from 
advice to collaboration: triage, implementation, 
training, developing cataloguing schemas.

◂ Ongoing Omeka projects: Shakespeare in Canada, 
Silent Film Music in Canada, Schafer 360o , Linking 
Cultures, Christina Rossetti in Music, Museum of 
Classical Antiquities 

http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka1/shakespearecanada/
http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka1/silentfilmmusiccanada/
http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka2/schafer360/
http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka2/linking-cultures/
http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka2/linking-cultures/
http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka2/christinarossettiinmusic/
http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka1/museumclassicalantiquities/
http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka1/museumclassicalantiquities/
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Jada Watson

◂ Adjunct Professor in the School of Music, Digital 
Humanities, and School of Information Studies

◂ Uses Omeka in research methods and cultural 
heritage seminars as a way to introduce students 
to more hands-on learning: archival research, 
cataloguing/documentation, building/creating 
exhibits.

◂ Have used Omeka to host other course projects.
◂ Project sites: Schafer 360o and Linking Cultures

http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka2/schafer360/
http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka2/linking-cultures/
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Mary Aksim

◂ Recent MIS Graduate from the University of 
Ottawa.

◂ Created digital exhibits for courses in Cultural 
Heritage Resources and Narrative and 
Performance in Public History.

◂ Projects: Reasons we are part of the feminist  
movement and The life and travels of Eduard 
Aksim.

http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka2/linking-cultures/reasonswearepartofthefeministmovement
http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka2/linking-cultures/reasonswearepartofthefeministmovement
https://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline3/latest/embed/index.html?source=1Zx76cBfnH2TcHPP4N98a6paUumohxEnYUWug4Mt3yOc&font=Default&lang=en&initial_zoom=2&height=650
https://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline3/latest/embed/index.html?source=1Zx76cBfnH2TcHPP4N98a6paUumohxEnYUWug4Mt3yOc&font=Default&lang=en&initial_zoom=2&height=650
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Karine Gélinas

◂ Project manager at Library and Archives 
Canada

◂ Background in photography and digitization of 
archival material

◂ Manages projects in the DigiLab
◂ Provides training on digital equipment and 

handling of archival material



Digital exhibits at 
uOttawa
◂ Started in 2014
◂ Usually course-based and 

professor-mediated
◂ Students identify relevant archival 

materials, digitize them, and describe 
them using Omeka

◂ Next, they create a narrative and use online 
tools to present their research
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Shakespeare in Canada
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http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka1/shakespearecanada/
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http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka2/schafer360/
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http://biblio.uottawa.ca/omeka2/linking-cultures/
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Numéri-Lab / DigiLab



What 
surprised 
you most?



What took 
longer than 
expected?



Knowing what 
you know now, 
how would you 
change things 
next time?



Audience 
questions
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Thanks!
sarah.simpkin@uottawa.ca
jada.watson@uottawa.ca
karine.gelinas@canada.ca
rlafleur@uottawa.ca 
maksi087@uottawa.ca

 

mailto:sarah.simpkin@uottawa.ca
mailto:jada.watson@uottawa.ca
mailto:karine.gelinas@canada.ca
mailto:rlafleur@uottawa.ca
mailto:maksi087@uottawa.ca


Credits

Special thanks to all the people who made and 
released these awesome resources for free:
◂ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
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http://www.slidescarnival.com/

