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PROGRAMS, POLICIES & ORGANIZATIONAL ISSUES / PROGRAMMES, POLITIQUES ET ENJEUX ORGANISATIONNELS

Social Media / Médias sociaux:

SCC_CSC _fr

Nous acceptons les candidatures pour des postes de président indépendant. Postulez ici :
http://ow.ly/eoXV50DnYRY #SCCRecrute (2021-02-01)

CSC SCC en

maintenant ». Célébrez avec nous en vous renseignant au sujet des importantes réalisations et contributions
des noirs tout au long de I'histoire : http://ow.ly/FHGh50DnPoy (2021-02-01)

CSC SCC en
Today marks the beginning of #BlackHistoryMonth This year’s theme is “The Future is Now”. Celebrate with us
by learning about the important achievements and contributions of Black Canadians throughout history:

http://ow.ly/MMII50DNnOvG (2021-02-01)

CSC SCC en

In February, we recognize #PsychologyMonth. During the pandemic, psychologists have been critical in
supporting friends & family, health care professionals, front-line & essential workers by supporting those at risk,
educating communities, & advocating for #MentalHealth services. (2021-02-01)

SCC_CSC fr
En février, nous soulignons le #MoisDelaPsychologie. Pendant la pandémie, les psychologues contribuent de
maniére essentielle a appuyer les amis et les membres de notre famille, les professionnels de la santé, les

travailleurs de premiére ligne et les travailleurs essentiels... (2021-02-01)
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...en offrant du soutien aux personnes a risque, en édugautdesoctiidativigds@t Safaidant valoir les services de

#SantéMentale. (2021-02-01)

INSTITUTIONAL & COMMUNITY ISSUES / ENJEUX RELATIFS AUX ETABLISSEMENTS ET A LA COMMUNAUTE

Inmate death reported at Millhaven Institution Regional Treatment Centre

An inmate from the Regional Treatment Centre at Millhaven Institution has died of apparent natural causes while in the
custody of Correctional Service Canada (CSC). According to CSC, Wayne Begley, 72, died on Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021. At
the time of his death, Begley had been serving an indeterminate sentence for second degree murder, attempted
murder, manslaughter, robbery, escape lawful custody, and utter threat to cause death/harm, since his sentence
commenced on January 10, 1975. Begley’s next of kin have been notified of his death. “As in all cases involving the
death of an inmate, Correctional Service Canada (CS5C) will review the circumstances,” €SC said in a press release on
Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021. “CSC policy requires that the police and the coroner be notified.” Kingstonist (2021-02-01)

Social Media / Médias sociaux:

kingstonist
Correctional Service Canada has stated that a 72 year old inmate has died while in custody at the Millhaven

Regional Treatment Centre. (2021-02-01)

'Pilot to the stars' is fleeing justice and running out of options

The man who caused nearly $30 million in damage to Hydro-Québec's power grid remains on the lam, but he couldn't
avoid justice Monday when the Quebec Court of Appeal rejected all of his appeals in his absence. Normand Dubé, 59,
disappeared in December after he was ordered to report to a detention centre and is currently on the Sdreté du
Québec's Most Wanted list. He was accused of having violated several of the conditions he agreed to follow while he
appealed convictions in two cases where he was found guilty of serious crimes. On Sept. 13, 2018, he was convicted of
using a small airplane, in 2014, to short-circuit two major Hydro-Québec power lines. A couple of months later he was
sentenced to a seven-year prison term and was incarcerated. Dubé, who used to be known as the "pilot to the stars"
because he flew celebrities like Normand Brathwaite across Quebec, was released after having filed an appeal of the
Hydro-Québec case. But he was put behind bars again, on May 27, 2019, after he was found guilty in a second case
where he was accused of ordering a small group of men to set fires to the homes of government employees he had
clashed with over a period of several years. In one case, a family was home when their house was set on fire. Dubé was
ultimately sentenced to a 9-year prison term in that case, but a different Quebec Court of Appeal judge granted him bail
again. On Monday, a panel of three Quebec Court of Appeal judges, led by Justice Francois Doyon, took less than five
minutes to deliberate before deciding to reject all of Dubé's appeals. He was appealing the convictions and the
sentences he received. Montreal Gazette; Radio-Canada; La Presse; QM| Agency (Journal de Montréal ,Journal de
Québec) (2021-02-01)

Social Media / Médias sociaux:

IC| Grand Montréal
La Cour rejette les appels de Normand Dubé, en cavale depuis décembre{2021-02-01)

JdeQuebec

02-01)

Convicted hit man who murdered boxer Eddie Mele denied unescorted trips to GTA at emotional parole hearing
Hit man Charles Gagne was denied unescorted temporary absence passes to visit the GTA, where he murdered boxer
and reputed mob enforcer Eddie Melo and his close friend Jaoa {Johnny) Pavao for money and underworld status 20
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years ago. The decision came after an emotional series of victirR Bv[SEFaserdDts| fuph aahprlozen members of

Melo's family in a virtual parole hearing held via computer on Metvitsy afterrisomal dloSfamdly repeatedly reminded
the board that Gagne, 47, murdered Melo and Pavao while on unescorted temporary absence passes for the promise of
$75,000. He told court he was eventually only paid $50,000 for ending the two lives. Melo's family said they feared for
their safety if Gagne was set free in the GTA. "We the board are mindful of the concerns that have been expressed by
the victims," Bruce Malcolm of the parole board said on behalf of himself and Alison Scott. (...) Gagne, who's in the
Beaver Creek minimum security institution in Gravenhurst, showed little emotion at the decision. {...) Gagne was given a
life sentence in 2003 with no eligibility for parole for 12 years after pleading guilty to two counts of second-degree

Social Media / Médias sociaux:

starGTANews

Convicted hit man who murdered boxer Eddie Melo denied unescorted trips to GTA at emotional parole hearing
(2021-02-01)

Sam Tsega found guilty of manslaughter, again, in 2010 killing of Barrhaven teen

The "emotional roller-coaster” was too much to bear for Michael Swan's family as Sam Tsega was found guilty of
manslaughter for a second time Friday for his role in the killing of the Barrhaven teen nearly 11 years ago. Tsega was
granted a second trial in a February 2019 ruling by the Ontario Court of Appeal issued nearly nine years to the day since
the botched robbery on Feb. 22, 2010, when three masked men from Toronto broke into Swan's home demanding
marijuana, ordered him to the floor and shot him to death while his girlfriend and roommate watched helplessly in
horror. As Superior Court Justice Sally Gomery read her long-awaited decision to a nearly empty courtroom Friday - with
public access restricted due to provincial lockdown arders and the online hearing beset by technical difficulties - Swan's
parents were overcome as the decade-long legal ordeal wound its way to a familiar conclusion. {...) Tsega was initially
implicated for his role in pointing out Swan's home to the killers, ordering pizza and providing masks and hoodies to
Kristopher McLellan, who admitted to being the shooter at his own trial, and accomplices Dylon Barnett and Kyle
Mullen. Police arrested the trio on Highway 401 as they were driving back to Toronto that night, and police initially
charged all four with first-degree murder. McLellan was convicted of first-degree murder, Barnett was convicted of
second-degree murder and sentenced to life with no chance of parole for 12 years. Mullen was originally convicted of
second-degree murder, but won a new trial after the appeal court ruled the trial judge made serious errors. His second
trial had been set for the fall of 2019, but he pleaded guilty to the lesser offence of manslaughter. He was sentenced to
time served and walked free in September 2019. Tsega was found guilty of manslaughter in June 2016 following his first
trial, but the Court of Appeal ruled the judge in that case erred in admitting certain "hearsay" statements. {...) Postmedia
{Ottawa Citizen, Ottawa Sun)

Social Media / Médias sociaux:

OttawaCitizen

Sam Tsega found guilty of manslaughter, again, in 2010 killing of Barrhaven teen
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/sam-tsega-found-guilty-of-manslaughter-again-in-2010-killing-of-barrhaven-
teen?utm_term=Autofeed&utm medium=5Social&utm source=TwitterffEchobox=1612225304

NEWS RELEASE / COMMUNIQUE DE PRESSE

Death of an inmate from Archambault Institution

February 1st, 2021 — Sainte-Anne-des-Plaines, Quebec — Correctional Service Canada On January 30 2021, René Filion,
an inmate from Archambault Institution, died while in our custody of apparent natural causes. At the time of his death,
Mr. Filion had been serving a life sentence since October 4, 1985 for various offences of unpremeditated murder,
escape, assault causing bodily harm and robbery. As in all cases involving the death of an inmate, Correctional Service
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Canada (CSC) will review the circumstances. CSC policy requireg Ehatthe palice andigiesoroprirbe notified. News

release / Communiqué de presse (2021-02-01) Service correctionnel du Canada

EDITORIALS & OPINIONS / EDITORIAUX ET LETTRES D’OPINIONS

The Correcticnal Service of Canada’s goat plans won’t help inmates

An opinion piece says “Many of us are hopeful for the changes 2021 will bring. The Correctional Service of Canada (C5C)
is hopeful it will bring them goats. Lots of goats. Ten years ago, farms operated by CSC were shut down, an action
decried by a diverse group of Canadians. In 2019, CSC announced it was resurrecting the farm programs at Collins Bay
and Joyceville, two federal prisons located in Kingston, Ont. These programs, however, would be different than the
earlier version. The €SC plan is to open an industrial-size goat dairy operation with more than 2,000 goats in its first
phase. The eventual maximum number planned is unclear, but documents obtained through access-to-information
requests indicate CSC is purchasing enough equipment to handle more than 3,000 goats. Exactly how much money has
been earmarked for this project is also unclear; in its 2018 budget, the federal government allocated $4.3 miillion to the
program for the ensuing five years. Internal documents indicate €SC will be using nearly $10 million of its capital budget
for the program. Why is CSC getting into the goat milk business? Reportedly, it’s in order “to provide federal inmates
with training opportunities to acquire new skills, while preparing for employment and successful reintegration and
rehabilitation into the community.” These are laudable goals, but they’re unlikely to be accomplished via an intensive
livestock operation. (...} Goats also produce a lot of manure. By our calculations, the CSC goats will produce 12,000 to
13,500 pounds of manure a day. This manure can contain substances (like cyanide, nitrates and heavy metals) that can
harm humans, animals and the environment. For instance, research has documented worse water quality near intensive
livestock operations than water quality downstream from waste-water treatment plants. Internal documents indicate
CSC’s plan is to build a massive manure lagoon, and consultants have suggested they approach surrounding farmers
about applying excess manure to their lands. Manure is one reason why property value surrounding intensive livestock
operations frequently decline; a study in Washington and Michigan documented declines of 50 per cent. According to
Farm and Food Care Ontario, the largest goat farm in the province has 1,200 goats. The size of CSC’s goat dairy would
therefore make it the largest in the province. It's unclear who the CSC's customers will be, but due to €SC’'s Food Service
Modernization Initiative, the goods produced at the goat farms won’t be consumed by inmates. It therefore appears
that private producers would be competing with the largest goat dairy in the province, which pays its inmate-workers
$5.25-56.90 per day, well below the minimum wage. (...) CSC's goat plan is even more confusing given there are many
more promising and less risky prison farm program alternatives. Prisoners involved in a gardening program in Portland,
Ore., produced about 5,000 kilograms of food in 2019, and donated much of it to food banks. {...) Reopening prison
farms is a historic opportunity for CSC to establish itself as a leader in innovative rehabilitation and reintegration
programming. The proposed goat dairy will do everything but. We urge CSC to re-evaluate their plan because the
potential risks outweigh the highly speculative benefits.” The Conversation (2021-02-01)

Social Media / Médias sociaux:

ConversationCA

The Correctional Service of Canada's goat plans won't help inmates (2021-02-01)

Yet another inquest

An opinion piece says “Once again, we are reading of the death of an inmate due to fentanyl overdose. CBC News is
reporting on the death of 26-year-old Jordan Sheard who died at the Central East Correctional Centre (CEDC) in Lindsay,
Ont. The man had a prior history of drug usage and suffered from PTSD and depression. Sheard entered the provincial
detention facility on May 30, 2020, when his bail was pulled after he threatened suicide. On intake at the jail, he
underwent a body scan meant to detect drugs concealed internally. Prisoners are known to tried to import contraband
by hiding the foreign material in their rectums, a process they refer to as “suit casing.” (...) Ontario jails, like federal
penitentiaries, are acutely aware of drugs entering the system. People entering correctional facilities undergo checks
including metal detectors, ion detectors, drug-sniffing dogs and metal detectors. In 2016, Ontario’s provincial institution
added body scanners costing the taxpayers $9.5 million. Body scan images are accurate if read properly by trained staff.
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It appears that the two scans that Sheard underwent were imprRepaeEreasd, passiblicbpistaftimeking adequate training.

(...} In December 2019, | attended the inquest of leffrey Bruce Wogdman|redpaat-did Kitcheaer, Ont., man serving
four years and eight months taking into consideration pretrial custody at Warkworth Institution, a federal penitentiary
northeast of Cobourg, Ont. Woodman had overdosed on fentanyl and by the time his distress was spotted, lifesaving
measures were unsuccessful. Correctional officers notified nursing staff who moved Woodman to the floor of his cell.
{...) When the inquest was called over two years later, the coroner conducting the inquest granted standing to
Correctional Service Canada (CSC) and to the Union of Canadian Correctional Officers. Woodman's family was unable to
attend for health reasons, the jury was told. It was never suggested that an intervener who had knowledge of the
correctional system be granted standing. The evidence painted a picture that neither the CSC nor the guards’ union
could be seen to be at fault and there were no jury recommendations for improvements to the system of drug
screening. The guards’ union and the CSC were the only parties with standing. (...} The Lawyers Daily (2021-02-01)

OTHER / AUTRES

Thunder Bay jail unien calls for provincial help as COVID-1% case numbers jump

The union representing staff at the Thunder Bay District Jail is calling for more support from the province as confirmed
COVID-19 cases at the facility increase. Ten new cases of the virus were confirmed at the jail on Monday. Bill Hayes —
president of Ontario Public Service Employees Union Local 737, which represents jail staff — said as of Monday, 22
inmates and 16 staff members were positive for COVID-19. Hayes says about 21 staff in total are off work to isolate,
including those who have been identified as close contacts of staff members who have tested positive. (...) CBC News

No, you won't get treatment in jail. A new website details the 'broken record’ of incarceration in Ontaric

Desperate for money so he could feed his drug addiction, Elliot Hudson robbed a convenience store and a gas station.
He needed help, he said in a recent interview, instead he got jail. "l think a lot of people think you are going to be able
to access services if you are incarcerated ... it sucks that that person went to jail but at least they are getting the help
they need," he said. "That's just not true... | was flabbergasted." This is one of the misconceptions about how mental
health problems and addictions are dealt with in the criminal justice system that Hudson is hoping a new website from
the John Howard Society of Ontario will correct. The website, called "Broken Record" follows a 2015 report from the
organization detailing how people with mental illnesses are criminalized in Ontario and the reforms needed from
policing to courts to jails. The report prompted "an unprecedented outpouring of stories from families right across the
province" of painful, tragic experiences with the justice system, said Jacqueline Tasca, the director of partnerships and
strategic initiatives at the John Howard Society of Ontario. Snippets of some of those stories are interspersed with
statistics on the website to explain how a person with a mental illness could become trapped in the criminal justice
system, and how that can be exacerbated by racism, poverty and homelessness. {...) The report also stresses the need
for better health care in jails, and better post-release planning - something Hudson said was incredibly challenging for
him even with the support of the John Howard Society. {...) Toronto Star

Contents of this media summary cannot be shared or distributed outside of the Public Safety Canada portfolio. / Le
contenu de ce sommaire des médias ne peut pas étre diffusé ou distribué & l'extérieur du portefeuille de Sécurité
publique Canada.

Prepared hy the Public Safety Portfolio Media Centre / Préparé par le Centre des médias du portefeuille Sécurité
publique. We can be reached at / Vous pouvez nous contacter a: ps.pspmediacentre-centredesmediaspsp.sp@canada.ca
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00196



REVIEWED BY ATIP DIVISION

orrectional Service of Canada
REVISE PAR LA DIVISION AIPRP
Service correctionnel du Canada

Daily Media Summary / Revue de presse quotidienne
Correctional Service of Canada / Service correctionnel du Canada
February 02, 2021 / le 02 février 2021

The Daily Media Summary can also be accessed through Newsdesk / La Revue de presse quotidienne
peut également étre accédée via InfoMédia

PROGRAMS, POLICIES & ORGANIZATIONAL ISSUES / PROGRAMMES, POLITIQUES ET ENJEUX
ORGANISATIONNELS

Social Media / Médias sociaux:

SCC CBC fr
Nous acceptons les candidatures pour des postes de président indépendant. Postulez ici :
hitpow veoXVEODNYRY #8CCRecrute (2021-02-01)

GBO SCC en

We’re accepting applications for Independent Chairperson positions. Apply here:
hitpdfow imO4F 500X UG #CECRecruiling (2021-02-01)

marque le début du #ioisDelHisioireDeasNoirs, dont le théme cette année est « L’avenir, c’est
maintenant ». Célébrez avec nous en vous renseignant au sujet des importantes réalisations et
contributions des noirs tout au long de I'histoire : hilg:/ow. v/FHGhE0DNPoy (2021-02-01)

Today marks the beginning of #BlackHistoryMonth This year’s theme is “The Future is Now”. Celebrate with
us by learning about the important achievements and contributions of Black Canadians throughout history:

hitplow WMMIJEGDNOVG (2021-02-01)

CSC SCC en

In February, we recognize #PsychologyMonth. During the pandemic, psychologists have been critical in
supporting friends & family, health care professionals, front-line & essential workers by supporting those at
risk, educating communities, & advocating for #MentalHealth services. (2021-02-01)

SCC CSC fr

En février, nous soulignons le #MoisDelLaPsychologie. Pendant la pandémie, les psychologues contribuent
de maniere essentielle a appuyer les amis et les membres de notre famille, les professionnels de la santé,
les travailleurs de premiere ligne et les travailleurs essentiels... (2021-02-01)

SCC CSC fr
...en offrant du soutien aux personnes a risque, en éduquant les collectivités et en faisant valoir les services
de #SantéMentale. (2021-02-01)

INSTITUTIONAL & COMMUNITY ISSUES / ENJEUX RELATIFS AUX ETABLISSEMENTS ETA LA
COMMUNAUTE

Inmate death reported at Millhaven Institution Regional Treatment Centre

An inmate from the Regional Treatment Centre at Millhaven Institution has died of apparent natural
causes while in the custody of Correctional Service Canada (CSC). According to CSC, Wayne Begley,
72, died on Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021. At the time of his death, Begley had been serving an indeterminate
sentence for second degree murder, attempted murder, manslaughter, robbery, escape lawful custody,
and utter threat to cause death/harm, since his sentence commenced on January 10, 1975. Begley’s next
of kin have been notified of his death. “As in all cases involving the death of an inmate, Correctional
Service Canada (CSC) will review the circumstances,” CSC said in a press release on Saturday, Jan. 30,
2021. “CSC policy requires that the police and the coroner be notified.” Kingstonist (2021-02-01)

Social Media / Médias sociaux:

kingstonist
Correctional Service Canada has stated that a 72 year old inmate has died while in custody at the Millhaven

Regional Treatment Centre. (2021-02-01)

'Pilot to the stars’ is fleeing justice and running out of options

The man who caused nearly $30 million in damage to Hydro-Québec's power grid remains on the lam,
but he couldn't avoid justice Monday when the Quebec Court of Appeal rejected all of his appeals in his
absence. Normand Dubg, 59, disappeared in December after he was ordered to report to a detention
centre and is currently on the Siareté du Québec's Most Wanted list. He was accused of having violated
several of the conditions he agreed to follow while he appealed convictions in two cases where he was
found guilty of serious crimes. On Sept. 13, 2018, he was convicted of using a small airplane, in 2014, to
short-circuit two major Hydro-Québec power lines. A couple of months later he was sentenced to a seven-
year prison term and was incarcerated. Dubé, who used to be known as the "pilot to the stars" because
he flew celebrities like Normand Brathwaite across Quebec, was released after having filed an appeal of
the Hydro-Québec case. But he was put behind bars again, on May 27, 2019, after he was found guilty in
a second case where he was accused of ordering a small group of men to set fires to the homes of
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government employees he had clashed with over a period of several years. In one case, a family was
home when their house was set on fire. Dubé was ultimately sentenced to a 9-year prison term in that
case, but a different Quebec Court of Appeal judge granted him bail again. On Monday, a panel of three
Quebec Court of Appeal judges, led by Justice Frangois Doyon, took less than five minutes to deliberate
before deciding to reject all of Dubé's appeals. He was appealing the convictions and the sentences he
received. Montreal Gazette; Radio-Canada; La Presse; Gl Agency (Journal de Montréal ,Journal de
Québec) (2021-02-01)

Social Media / Médias sociaux:

ICl Grand Montréal
La Cour rejette les appels de Normand Dubé, en cavale depuis décembre(2021-02-01)

JdeQuebec
La cour d’appel du Québec a mis un terme ce matin aux demandes d'appel de I'ex-pilote des stars #. 3
(2021-02-01)

Convicted hit man who murdered boxer Eddie Melo denied unescorted trips to GTA at

emotional parole hearing

Hit man Charles Gagne was denied unescorted temporary absence passes to visit the GTA, where he
murdered boxer and reputed mob enforcer Eddie Melo and his close friend Jaoa (Johnny) Pavao for
money and underworld status 20 years ago. The decision came after an emotional series of victim impact
statements from a half dozen members of Melo's family in a virtual parole hearing held via computer on
Monday afternoon. Melo's family repeatedly reminded the board that Gagne, 47, murdered Melo and
Pavao while on unescorted temporary absence passes for the promise of $75,000. He told court he was
eventually only paid $50,000 for ending the two lives. Melo's family said they feared for their safety if
Gagne was set free in the GTA. "We the board are mindful of the concerns that have been expressed by
the victims," Bruce Malcolm of the parole board said on behalf of himself and Alison Scott. (...) Gagne,
who's in the Beaver Creek minimum security institution in Gravenhurst, showed little emotion at the
decision. (...) Gagne was given a life sentence in 2003 with no eligibility for parole for 12 years after
pleading guilty to two counts of second-degree murder for the contract murders. (...) Toronto Star

Social Media / Médias sociaux:

StarGTANews
Convicted hit man who murdered boxer Eddie Melo denied unescorted trips to GTA at emotional parole
hearing (2021-02-01)

Sam Tsega found guilty of manslaughter, again, in 2010 killing of Barrhaven teen

The "emotional roller-coaster” was too much to bear for Michael Swan's family as Sam Tsega was found
guilty of manslaughter for a second time Friday for his role in the killing of the Barrhaven teen nearly 11
years ago. Tsega was granted a second trial in a February 2019 ruling by the Ontario Court

of Appeal issued nearly nine years to the day since the botched robbery on Feb. 22, 2010, when three
masked men from Toronto broke into Swan's home demanding marijuana, ordered him to the floor and
shot him to death while his girlfriend and roommate watched helplessly in horror. As Superior Court
Justice Sally Gomery read her long-awaited decision to a nearly empty courtroom Friday - with public
access restricted due to provincial lockdown orders and the online hearing beset by technical difficulties -
Swan's parents were overcome as the decade-long legal ordeal wound its way to a familiar conclusion.
(...) Tsega was initially implicated for his role in pointing out Swan's home to the killers, ordering pizza
and providing masks and hoodies to Kristopher McLellan, who admitted to being the shooter at his own
trial, and accomplices Dylon Barnett and Kyle Mullen. Police arrested the trio on Highway 401 as they
were driving back to Toronto that night, and police initially charged all four with first-degree murder.
McLellan was convicted of first-degree murder, Barnett was convicted of second-degree murder and
sentenced to life with no chance of parole for 12 years. Mullen was originally convicted of second-degree
murder, but won a new trial after the appeal court ruled the trial judge made serious errors. His second
trial had been set for the fall of 2019, but he pleaded guilty to the lesser offence of manslaughter. He was
sentenced to time served and walked free in September 2019. Tsega was found guilty of manslaughter in
June 2016 following his first trial, but the Court of Appeal ruled the judge in that case erred in admitting
certain "hearsay" statements. (...)_ Postmedia (Ottawa Citizen, Ottawa Sun)

Social Media / Médias sociaux:

OttawaCitizen

Sam Tsega found guilty of manslaughter, again, in 2010 killing of Barrhaven teen
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/sam-tsega-found-guilty-of-manslaughter-again-in-2010-killing-of-barrhaven-
teen?utm_term=Autofeed&utm medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1612225304

NEWS RELEASE / COMMUNIQUE DE PRESSE

Death of an inmate from Archambault Institution

February 1st, 2021 — Sainte-Anne-des-Plaines, Quebec — Correctional Service Canada On January 30
2021, René Filion, an inmate from Archambault Institution, died while in our custody of apparent natural
causes. At the time of his death, Mr. Filion had been serving a life sentence since October 4, 1985 for
various offences of unpremeditated murder, escape, assault causing bodily harm and robbery. As in all
cases involving the death of an inmate, Correctional Service Canada (CSC) will review the
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circumstances. CSC policy requires that the police and the coroner be notified. News release /
Communiqué de presse (2021-02-01)

EDITORIALS & OPINIONS / EDITORIAUX ET LETTRES D’OPINIONS

The Correctional Service of Canada’s goat plans won’t help inmates

An opinion piece says “Many of us are hopeful for the changes 2021 will bring. The Correctional Service
of Canada (CSC) is hopeful it will bring them goats. Lots of goats. Ten years ago, farms operated by
CSC were shut down, an action decried by a diverse group of Canadians. In 2019, CSC announced it
was resurrecting the farm programs at Collins Bay and Joyceville, two federal prisons located in Kingston,
Ont. These programs, however, would be different than the earlier version. The CSC plan is to open an
industrial-size goat dairy operation with more than 2,000 goats in its first phase. The eventual maximum
number planned is unclear, but documents obtained through access-to-information requests indicate CSC
is purchasing enough equipment to handle more than 3,000 goats. Exactly how much money has been
earmarked for this project is also unclear; in its 2018 budget, the federal government allocated $4.3
million to the program for the ensuing five years. Internal documents indicate CSC will be using nearly
$10 million of its capital budget for the program. Why is CSC getting into the goat milk business?
Reportedly, it's in order “to provide federal inmates with training opportunities to acquire new skills, while
preparing for employment and successful reintegration and rehabilitation into the community.” These are
laudable goals, but they’re unlikely to be accomplished via an intensive livestock operation. (...) Goats
also produce a lot of manure. By our calculations, the CSC goats will produce 12,000 to 13,500 pounds of
manure a day. This manure can contain substances (like cyanide, nitrates and heavy metals) that can
harm humans, animals and the environment. For instance, research has documented worse water quality
near intensive livestock operations than water quality downstream from waste-water treatment plants.
Internal documents indicate CSC’s plan is to build a massive manure lagoon, and consultants have
suggested they approach surrounding farmers about applying excess manure to their lands. Manure is
one reason why property value surrounding intensive livestock operations frequently decline; a study in
Washington and Michigan documented declines of 50 per cent. According to Farm and Food Care
Ontario, the largest goat farm in the province has 1,200 goats. The size of CSC’s goat dairy would
therefore make it the largest in the province. It's unclear who the CSC’s customers will be, but due to
CSC’s Food Service Modernization Initiative, the goods produced at the goat farms won’t be consumed
by inmates. It therefore appears that private producers would be competing with the largest goat dairy in
the province, which pays its inmate-workers $5.25-$6.90 per day, well below the minimum wage. (...)
CSC’s goat plan is even more confusing given there are many more promising and less risky prison farm
program alternatives. Prisoners involved in a gardening program in Portland, Ore., produced about 5,000
kilograms of food in 2019, and donated much of it to food banks. (...) Reopening prison farms is a historic
opportunity for CSC to establish itself as a leader in innovative rehabilitation and reintegration
programming. The proposed goat dairy will do everything but. We urge CSC to re-evaluate their plan
because the potential risks outweigh the highly speculative benefits.” The Conversation (2021-02-01)
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Yet another inquest

An opinion piece says “Once again, we are reading of the death of an inmate due to fentanyl overdose.
CBC News is reporting on the death of 26-year-old Jordan Sheard who died at the Central East
Correctional Centre (CEDC) in Lindsay, Ont. The man had a prior history of drug usage and suffered from
PTSD and depression. Sheard entered the provincial detention facility on May 30, 2020, when his bail
was pulled after he threatened suicide. On intake at the jail, he underwent a body scan meant to detect
drugs concealed internally. Prisoners are known to tried to import contraband by hiding the foreign
material in their rectums, a process they refer to as “suit casing.” (...) Ontario jails, like federal
penitentiaries, are acutely aware of drugs entering the system. People entering correctional facilities
undergo checks including metal detectors, ion detectors, drug-sniffing dogs and metal detectors. In 2016,
Ontario’s provincial institution added body scanners costing the taxpayers $9.5 million. Body scan images
are accurate if read properly by trained staff. It appears that the two scans that Sheard underwent were
improperly read, possibly by staff lacking adequate training. (...) In December 2019, | attended the
inquest of Jeffrey Bruce Woodman, a 32-year-old Kitchener, Ont., man serving four years and eight
months taking into consideration pretrial custody at Warkworth Institution, a federal penitentiary northeast
of Cobourg, Ont. Woodman had overdosed on fentanyl and by the time his distress was spotted,
lifesaving measures were unsuccessful. Correctional officers notified nursing staff who moved Woodman
to the floor of his cell. (...) When the inquest was called over two years later, the coroner conducting the
inquest granted standing to Correctional Service Canada (CSC) and to the Union of Canadian
Correctional Officers. Woodman’s family was unable to attend for health reasons, the jury was told. It was
never suggested that an intervener who had knowledge of the correctional system be granted standing.
The evidence painted a picture that neither the CSC nor the guards’ union could be seen to be at fault
and there were no jury recommendations for improvements to the system of drug screening. The guards’
union and the CSC were the only parties with standing. (...)" The Lawyvers Daily (2021-02-01)
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Thunder Bay jail union calls for provincial help as COVID-19 case numbers jump
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The union representing staff at the Thunder Bay District Jail is calling for more support from the province
as confirmed COVID-19 cases at the facility increase. Ten new cases of the virus were confirmed at the
jail on Monday. Bill Hayes — president of Ontario Public Service Employees Union Local 737, which
represents jail staff — said as of Monday, 22 inmates and 16 staff members were positive for COVID-19.
Hayes says about 21 staff in total are off work to isolate, including those who have been identified as
close contacts of staff members who have tested positive. (...) CBC News

No, you won't get treatment in jail. A new website details the 'broken record' of incarceration in
Ontario

Desperate for money so he could feed his drug addiction, Elliot Hudson robbed a convenience store and
a gas station. He needed help, he said in a recent interview, instead he got jail. "I think a lot of people
think you are going to be able to access services if you are incarcerated ... it sucks that that person went
to jail but at least they are getting the help they need," he said. "That's just not true... | was
flabbergasted.” This is one of the misconceptions about how mental health problems and addictions are
dealt with in the criminal justice system that Hudson is hoping a new website from the John Howard
Society of Ontario will correct. The website, called "Broken Record" follows a 2015 report from the
organization detailing how people with mental ilinesses are criminalized in Ontario and the reforms
needed from policing to courts to jails. The report prompted "an unprecedented outpouring of stories from
families right across the province" of painful, tragic experiences with the justice system, said Jacqueline
Tasca, the director of partnerships and strategic initiatives at the John Howard Society of Ontario.
Snippets of some of those stories are interspersed with statistics on the website to explain how a person
with a mental iliness could become trapped in the criminal justice system, and how that can be
exacerbated by racism, poverty and homelessness. (...) The report also stresses the need for better
health care in jails, and better post-release planning - something Hudson said was incredibly challenging
for him even with the support of the John Howard Society. (...) Toronto Star
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