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INTRODUCTION 

Education for bus iness in the United States and in California has had 

a long h i s to ry and today is the resu l tan t of numerous factors and fo rces . It 

has been shaped by economic and socia l developments in conjunction with 

the changes in educational theor ies and p r a c t i c e s . Business education an te ­

dates Amer ican h i s to ry , and that type of education in the United States un­

doubtedly begins with the dawn of colonial h i s to ry . Ea r ly t raining was very 

basic and s imple ; however , bus iness t raining in the colonial days was p r o b ­

ably as efficient for those t imes as i s modern bus iness t raining for today's 

demands . 

The h i s to ry and development of bus iness education in California, as 

well as in the United Sta tes , closely pa ra l l e l s the h i s to ry of the economic 

development of the Nation. Its inception was based on the needs of bus iness 

and public demand. His tory has revealed that educational p r ac t i ce s were 

influenced by social and economic condit ions. 

Bus iness education in ea r ly colonial days was without o rgan iza t ion- -

it was sporadic in na tu re . Only th ree subjects were t aught - -penmanship , 

bookkeeping, and a r i t h m e t i c - - a n d a commerc i a l cu r r i cu lum did not exis t . 

The g rea t gold rush to California and the t ranscont inenta l r a i l road 

closed the gap between the ea s t e rn pa r t of the country and the we s t e rn 

s e c t o r . Bus ines ses grew on the West Coast and the need for b u s i n e s s -

t ra ined people followed. As the resu l t of this expansion and the development 
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of a changing indus t r i a l society, public schools recognized the necess i ty of 

offering bus iness education as a formal p r o g r a m in the schools . 

1. Statement of the P r o b l e m . 

The p rob lem is a study of the pa t te rns of thought under which bus i ­

ness education developed in the State of California. Specifically, the p r o ­

b lem inc ludes : 

1. a study of the bas ic factors and forces affecting Amer ican 
economic and poli t ical life that p r epa red the way for edu­
cation for bus iness ; 

2 . a study of the evolution and development of i s sue s having 
a d i rec t bear ing upon the p r i m a r y objective of business 
education in the United States; 

3. a study of the evolution and development of i s sue s having 
a d i rec t bear ing upon the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness 
education in California; 

4. an analysis and synthesis of 

a. the factors and forces that influenced the development 
of the objectives of business education; 

b . the re la t ionship between genera l and vocational objec­
t ives of bus iness education; and 

c. the role of genera l and vocational bus iness education 
towards the es tabl i shment of object ives . 

2 . Pu rpose s of the Study and Importance of the P r o b l e m . 

The Study was undertaken to t r a c e the evolution of the objectives of 

bus iness education throughout i t s long h i s to ry in an effort to de t e rmine the 
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p r i m a r y objectives of bus iness education. A secondary purpose was to 

synthesize the pa t te rns of thought into a sys temat ic t r ea t i s e to es tabl ish 

t rends in a ims of bus iness education. 

F r o m the very beginning, bus iness education lacked leadersh ip 

and effect iveness. Differences and lack of ag reemen t in a ims and objec­

tives has caused the l a r g e s t , single cont roversy in the field. There has 

been genera l confusion among school admin i s t r a to r s and bas iness educa­

tors as to the p r i m a r y and secondary objectives of bus iness t ra in ing . The 

impor tance of the p rob lem is fur ther substant iated by the predominance of 

profess ional l i t e r a tu r e in bus iness education journals as to the p r i m a r y 

objective of bus iness education. 

This study has been conducted at a t ime when bus iness education 

has been c r i t i c ized by many c r i t i c s from both within and outside the p r o -

1 ,2 ,3 ,4 
fession. The t imel iness of this r e s e a r c h should help de te rmine if 

the goals of bas iness education have changed, or has the pendulum m e r e l y 

swung from one objective to another . 

1 Rober t A. Gordon and J a m e s E . Howell, Higher Education for 
Bus iness , New York, Columbia Univers i ty P r e s s , 1959, 491 p . 

2 F rank C. P i e r s o n , et . a l . , The Education^of Amer i can B u s i n e s s ­
men, New York, McGraw-Hil l , 1959, xx-740 p . 

3 Leonard S. Silk, "Edi tor" , The Education of Bus inessmen , 
Supplementary P a p e r No. 11, Bus iness -Educa t ion Committee" of the Com­
mit tee for Economic Development, December I960, 44 p . 

4 Will iam Benton, "The Fa i lu re of the Business Schools" , The 
Saturday Evening Pos t , Vol. 234, No. 7, F e b r u a r y 18, 1961, p . 26,~73^75. 
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This invest igat ion should help solve an age-old cont roversy and 

might be helpful in providing an answer to the quest ion, "What is the p r i m a r y 

function of bus iness education in the total pa t t e rn of education in a d e m o c r a ­

tic socie ty? " 

3. Scope of the Study - Del imita t ions . 

The port ion of the study dealing with pa t te rns of thought in California 

is l imited to the documents and holdings in the Archives of the California 

Business Education Associat ion, developed and compiled by this wr i t e r and 

now in pe rmanen t s to rage at the School of Bus ines s , San F ranc i sco State 

College, San F r a n c i s c o , California. 

Although the p r i m a r y sources l imi t the major port ion of this study 

to the State of California, pa t te rns of thought under which bus iness education 

developed in the United States played an impor tan t ro le in this study. T h e r e ­

fore, i t was deemed n e c e s s a r y to include an extensive study of the develop­

ment of pa t te rns of thought under which bus iness education developed in the 

United States down through the cen tu r i e s . 

This study does not purpor t to t r a c e al l pa t t e rns of thought in b u s i ­

n e s s ; r a t h e r , i t is l imited to those pa t te rns of thought that r e la te to the p r i ­

m a r y objective of bus iness education. 

Fo r the purpose of this r e s e a r c h r epo r t , the p r i m a r y objective of 

bus iness education is classif ied and l imi ted to only one of the th ree ca t ego r i e s : 
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(1) genera l education; (2) vocational bus iness education; or (3) d u a l - -

a combination of the genera l and vocational object ive. 

4 . Methods of P r o c e d u r e . 

Nature and Source of Data - - An exhaustive s ea rch of pr inted sources 

of information provided a dear th of wri t ings and r e s e a r c h in the field of 

bus iness education, providing a voluminous working bibl iography. A c a r e ­

ful select ion was made only after an analyt ical and c r i t i ca l analysis of each 

sou rce . 

Much of the data was obtained through l i b r a r y r e s e a r c h at the l i b r a r i e s 

of the Univers i ty of Ottawa, Univers i ty of P i t t sburgh , Harva rd Univers i ty , 

Columbia Univers i ty , New York Univers i ty , Indiana Universi ty , Univers i ty 

of California at Berkeley , Stanford Univers i ty , U .S . Navy Pos t -Gradua t e 

School, Monterey, and San Jose State College. 

The files of the Bureau of Business Education at Sacramento provided 

some of the sources of information concerning the State organizat ion for the 

adminis t ra t ion of bus iness education under the federal ac ts for vocational 

education. Among those r eco rds a r e the State plans for vocational education, 

specia l r e p o r t s and r ecords of bus iness education, and the annual d e s c r i p ­

tive r epo r t s of bus iness education. 

Original documents relat ing to California h i s to ry w e r e obtained at 

the California State L ib ra ry in Sac ramento . Other p r i m a r y sou rces concerning 
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business education were found in the California Room of the l i b r a r y . In 

addition, many other or iginal theses and documents w e r e obtained through 

the cour tesy of the i n t e r - l i b r a r y loan se rv ice provided by the Monterey 

Peninsula College L i b r a r y . 

5. Collection, Analys is , and Classif icat ion of Data. 

Many persons active in the field of bus iness education in California 

made available m a t e r i a l s that w e r e inaccess ib le through any l i b r a r i e s . 

Dr . McKee F i sk provided access to the F r e d e r i c k G. Nichols L ib ra ry ; 

Dr . I ra W. Kibby provided old r eco rds of the Bureau of Business Education; 

and a number of other prominent colleagues provided valuable informat ion. 

The f i r s t major role was to develop and compile an Archives for 

the California Business Education Associa t ion . The w r i t e r was elected to 

the office of s ta te h i s to r ian and se rved for th ree ye a r s (1961-64). After 

many appeals for old documents , bul le t ins , minu tes , and p r o g r a m s ; con­

s iderable cor respondence to all pas t p res iden t s of the Associa t ion, ea r ly 

p ionee r s , and elder s ta tesmen; and numerous pe r sona l r e q u e s t s , the w r i t e r 

found i t n e c e s s a r y to schedule four h i s to r i ca l da ta -ga ther ing conferences 

throughout the State in an a t tempt to fill in the gaps of r eco rded h i s to ry . 

Each par t ic ipant was interviewed and tape record ings a r e s to red in the 

Arch ives . These conferences proved to be fruitful and extended, c o r r e c t e d 

and verif ied h i s to r i ca l data. 
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P e r h a p s the mos t significant and outstanding contribution to the 

poss ible solution of some of the problems in bus iness education in California 

was the Foundation for the Advancement of Business Educat ion--Cal i fornia 

Business Education Associat ion Study Session, Bakersf ie ld, March 11-12, 

1961. This r e p o r t e r had the pr iv i lege to par t ic ipa te with 33 other bus iness 

education l e a d e r s , and thus afforded an opportunity to in tegra te explora tory 

r e s e a r c h with a h i s to r i ca l study. The findings, based upon twenty-five 

highly con t rovers i a l bus iness education t h e o r e m s , have definite impl icat ions 

for determining the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education in Cal ifornia . 

6. Organization of the Repor t . 

The introduct ion in t roduces the s ta tement of the p rob lem, purposes of 

the study and impor tance of the p rob lem, scope of the s tudy- -de l imi ta t ions , 

methods of p rocedu re , collection, analysis and class i f icat ion of data , and 

organizat ion of the r e p o r t . 

The f i r s t chapter p r e s e n t s the factors and forces influencing bus iness 

education, followed by a definition of t e r m s . The re la ted r e s e a r c h is p r e ­

sented under th ree c l a s s i f i ca t ions - -h i s to ry of bus iness education, major 

i s s u e s of bus iness education, and genera l studies in bus iness education. A 

s u m m a r y and bas ic hypothesis concludes Chapter One. 

The ea r ly h i s to r i ca l development of bus iness education i s p resen ted in 

t h r e e dis t inct per iods validated by previous r e s e a r c h . A s u m m a r y of pa t t e rns 

of thought comple tes the chapter . 
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Chapter Three classif ied the modern h i s to ry of bus iness education into 

th ree additional p e r i o d s . A s u m m a r y of the findings concludes the chapter . 

The p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education in the United States i s 

divided into four per iods of t i m e ; the vocational objective e r a , in tegra t ion of 

vocational bus iness education, the per iod of con t roversy , and al ternat ing 

cycles of objec t ives . The l a s t sect ion i s a s u m m a r y , in te rp re ta t ion , and 

appra i sa l of objec t ives . 

The l a s t chapter deals with the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education 

in California. Objectives during the period of ea r ly development i s followed 

by a chronological analysis of a l ternat ing cycles of object ives . Special a t ten­

tion is given two significant studies that played a significant ro le in the d e t e r ­

mination of the p r i m a r y objectives in California. 

The l a s t sect ion includes a s u m m a r y , in te rp re ta t ion , and a s s e s s m e n t 

of object ives . The presen ta t ion of the thes is i s concluded with a s u m m a r y 

and conclus ions . 



CHAPTER I 

REVIEW OF RELATED RESEARCH 

The c l a s s i c and perhaps mos t comprehens ive definition of ' bus iness 1 

i s "that scheme of economic organizat ion which is at p r e sen t l a rge ly r e s p o n s ­

ible for gratifying human w a n t s " . The bus iness sys tem may be viewed as an 

agency for meet ing the m a t e r i a l needs and wants of mankind throughout his 

l ife. Nichols emphasized , "There i s an economic base for all our act ivi t ies 

2 
from the cradle to the g r a v e " . 

1. F a c t o r s and F o r c e s Influencing Bus iness Educat ion. 

Bus iness as an Economic F o r c e «« Throughout h i s to ry , economic 

pursu i t s have become m o r e and m o r e essen t ia l and today bus iness i s r e c o g ­

nized as an in tegra l force with the profit motive dominating i ts under tak ings . 

"The home, the church, the school, and the government a r e the p r i m a r y 

social o rganiza t ions . Eve ry individual has sp i r i tua l , in te l lec tual , e m o -

3 
t ional , and physical needs and wants which should be m e t " . Economic 

1 Leve re t t S. Lyon, Education for Bus ines s , Chicago, Univers i ty of 
Chicago P r e s s , 1931, p . 25 . 

2 F r e d e r i c k G. Nichols , "What Is a Sound Phi losophy of Bus iness 
Educa t ion?" , Service Booklet No. 6, A Sound Philosophy of Bus iness Educat ion, 
National Council of Bus iness Education, 1936, p . 443 . 

3 Ib id . , p . 444. 
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cons idera t ions , money used as a medium of exchange or as a m e a s u r e of 

value, i s n e c e s s a r y to satisfy al l of these needs . Business may be defined 

"as an economic organizat ion or sy s t em for using our na tu ra l and human 

4 
r e s o u r c e s to supply our w a s t e " . 

"Business exis ts in economic phases of modern life, such as those of 

5 pe r sona l , p rofess iona l , occupational , and governmenta l" . "Bus iness , in it*s 

e s s e n c e , i s the whole p r o c e s s which finally provides people with the things 

they need" . "All phases of getting the product from the p roducer to the con­

s u m e r have become an impor tan t function of bus iness in the Amer ican free 

en t e rp r i s e sy s t em. Business i s concerned with the management and d i s t r i ­

bution of the products and se rv i ce s of indus t ry , of the p ro fess ions , and of all 

other phases of the work of soc ie ty" . 

Business opera tes in a society which provides for and mainta ins the 

inst i tut ions of free e n t e r p r i s e and the r ight of pr iva te p rope r ty . Business i s 

not s ta t ic ; r a the r i s dynamic and everchanging. There fo re , with an 

4 Char les B. Hicks , The Technical Business Vocabulary of General 
Business Education, Delta Pi Epsi lon R e s e a r c h Award S e r i e s , St i l lwater , 
Oklahoma A & M College, 1952, p . 6. 

5 He rbe r t A. Tonne and Henrie t te M. Tonne, Soc ia l -Bus iness 
Education in Secondary Schools, New York, New York Univers i ty Book S tore , 
1932, p . 9. 

6 Walter Hoving, Your C a r e e r in Bus iness , Garden City, New York, 
Garden City Publ ishing, 1942, p . 19. 

7 Tonne & Tonne, Op. C i t . , p . 9. 
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expanding economy throughout h i s to ry , education for bus iness has developed 

into a vi ta l , fundamental , and. expanding act ivi ty . Walter D. Cocking says : 

The abili ty to ea rn a living is and will continue to be an 
essen t ia l pa r t of the life of mos t individuals . When the necess i ty 
to e a r n a living i s no longer p re sen t in socie ty , it automatical ly 
follows that democra t i c inst i tut ions •will cease to ex is t . 

Bus iness has become the source of livelihood, for a substant ia l port ion 

of the total population. 

Social and Economic Influences •=•- Agr icu l ture was the leading indus t ry 

in Colonial A m e r i c a . England discouraged manufacturing and in te r -co lon ia l 

communicat ion. Throughout mos t of the colonial per iod the re were a l t e rna t ­

ing per iods of p rospe r i t y and depress ion . Ea r ly se t t lements had been ve ry 

la rge ly confined to the seaboard and to the waterways leading into the At lant ic . 

English taxes on t rade started, a wes tward expansion movement . As the 

Western front ier advanced and new a r e a s were brought under cult ivation, 

indus t r ia l iza t ion also advanced, especia l ly in the E a s t e r n s t a t e s . As new 

p r o c e s s e s w e r e developed in bus iness and indus t ry , changes took place in the 

na ture and s t r u c t u r e of the bus iness unit . The fac tors and forces that c o n t r i ­

buted to the indus t r ia l iza t ion of the country in the Nineteenth Century were at 

work mainly in product ion, t ranspor ta t ion , communicat ion, finance, and 

d is t r ibut ion . 

8 Walter D. Cocking, "Vocational Bus iness Education and. Social 
Welfare" , Cu r r i cu lum Journa l , Society of Cur r i cu lum Study, George Peabody 
Col lege, Nashvi l le , Tennessee , 1939, p . 18. 
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Invention of the cotton gin and the s teamboat further s t imulated 

t r a d e . Manufacturing was advanced by invent ions, by the indus t r ia l revolu­

tion of 1794, and by the Embargo Act of 1807, and success ive tariff a c t s . 

Fac to r i e s sprang up in the Middle West as well as the E a s t . Immigra t ion 

was heavy; weal th inc reased ; and many new indus t r i e s were a r i s ing . Labor 

conditions w e r e genera l ly bad. As ea r ly as 1830 the re w e r e twice as many 

women and g i r l s employed in the cotton mil ls as the re were men and boys . 

Near ly half of the worke r s in the cotton mi l l s of Rhode Island w e r e chi ldren 

under twelve yea r s of age. 

The Civil War cur ta i led t rade and indust r ia l iza t ion; however , after 

the wa r , the development of indus t r i a l and bus iness act ivi t ies was especia l ly 

rapid . Legis la t ive influences and improvement in r a i l t r anspor ta t ion s t imu­

lated growth. Overcapi ta l izat ion of production fac i l i t ies , together with 

heavy foreign impor ta t ions , resu l ted in the g rea t depress ion which enveloped 

the whole country. 

New invent ions , improvements in t r anspor ta t ion and communicat ions , 

wider dis t r ibut ion of i n d u s t r i e s , and ready access to g r ea t na tura l r e s o u r c e s , 

all combined to provide a r emarka b l e indus t r ia l expansion during the l a s t 

qua r t e r of the 19th century. 

These innovations in the indus t r ia l a r e a , soon played an impor tan t 

ro le in the bus iness world even though mos t of the ea r ly inventions w e r e 

product ion or ien ted . Typical of these inventions in bus iness and indus t ry 
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that mos t grea t ly affected the bus iness world were the var ious wri t ing 

machines which culminated finally in the successful model of the Remington 

g 
Typewri ter No. 1. 

Populat ion s ta t i s t i c s during the nineteenth century r epo r t the total 

population of the country mult ipl ied about 14 t imes (from 5 .3 to 75. 9 mil l ion) . 

During the s ame per iod , the r u r a l population mult ipl ied about 9 t imes (from 

4 .9 to 45 .8 mil l ion) , whereas the urban population mult ipl ied about 94 t imes 

(from 322,000 to 30.1 mi l l i on ) . 1 0 

The corpora te form of en t e rp r i s e was now added to the forms of 

bus iness organiza t ions . In addition to technical , f inancial , and marke t ing 

p r o b l e m s , a new category of p rob lems was developing in bus iness en t e r ­

p r i s e s - - p e r s o n n e l admin is t ra t ion . 

When groups in society ins i s ted upon regulat ion on the act ivi t ies of 

indus t ry and bus ines s , promot ion and s t imulat ion of ce r ta in aspec ts of 

economic act ivi t ies by the federal government took root . Functions and the 

complexity of the government w e r e inc reas ing rapidly to curb ma lp rac t i ce s 

and to p ro tec t individuals from the advantages of "big bus ine s s . " 

9 Edwin G. Knepper , His tory of Business Education in the United 
Sta tes , Ann Arbor , Michigan, Edwards B r o t h e r s , 1941, p . 40. 

10 Meer i Marja t ta Saa r s a lmi , Some Aspects of the Thought Under -
lying Higher Education for Business in the United S ta tes , unpublished D. B .A . 
d i s se r t a t i on , Indiana Univers i ty , Bloomington, 1955, p . 38. 
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"Specialization was r e s o r t e d to as a means of attaining a high degree 

of facility and efficiency. Scientific development was fast becoming a mos t 

potent factor in all l i fe. R e s e a r c h and invest igat ion became m o r e potent 

influences in all human endeavor . Spir i tual values were swept aside to make 

way for m a t e r i a l advancement" . 

The impac t of the automobile , continued ra i l road development, and a 

building of the P a n a m a Canal w e r e impor tan t e lements in the development of 

our nation. The g rea t expansion of indus t ry is indicated in the inc reased 

12 

inves tments of capi ta l . 

Among the factors and forces affecting education for bus iness during 

this 20th Century were war and p ro spe r i t y , depress ion and sca rc i t y of employ­

ment , g r e a t e r complexity of bus iness and indus t ry , social extravagant spend­

ing, and women in indus t ry . 

Education as a Social F o r c e - - Education is a powerful socia l force 

affecting every phase of human endeavor . The whole social environment 

should be used in the t raining and development of young people "to the end that 

they enjoy complete living in the world as i t i s and a r e able to make changes 
13 

which resu l t in what, to them, is a be t ter wor ld" . 

11 Knepper , Op. C i t . , p . 98. 

12 Ib id . , p . 95 . 

13 J e s s i e Graham, The Evolution of Bus iness Education in the United 
States and Its Implicat ions for B u s i n e s s - T e a c h e r Educat ion, Southern 
California Education Monographs, 1933-34 S e r i e s , Number 2, Los Ange les , 
Univers i ty of Southern California P r e s s , 1934, p . 5. 
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During the per iod that the United States was rapidly changing from 

an ag r i cu l tu ra l to an indus t r i a l nation, an impor tan t social effect of this 

change was the drift of r u r a l populations to the c i t i e s . Young people p r e ­

f e r r ed the white col lar jobs of the c le rk and the s tenographer to the p r o -

14 spect of f a rm employments . 

A number of factors contr ibuted to produce a vas t high school popu­

lation; impor tan t among these was a r i s e in the s tandard of l iving. The 

people of the United States w e r e , in genera l , m o r e p r o s p e r o u s . There was 

a definite tendency to advance the min imum age l imi t for indus t r i a l employ­

ments . 

Education in the modern indus t r ia l society has a spec ia l function. It 

cannot be concerned m e r e l y with the development of cu l tu re . It mus t a t tempt 

to provide the pupil with means of adapting himself to the rea l i t i es of mode rn 

economic life and to provide h im with the in te l lectual tools for building for a 

15 

be t te r future. He mus t cultivate socia l judgments as well as develop voca­

tional ab i l i t i e s . Because economic life is complex and dynamic , many 

factors and forces affect education in a democracy . 

14 Ib id . , p . 98. 

15 Thomas L. Norton, Publ ic Education and Economic T r e n d s , The 
Commit tee on Publ ica t ions , Cambridge , Massachuse t t s , Harva rd Univers i ty , 
Graduate School of Education, 1939, p . 172. 
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The necess i ty for shifting from one type of work to another , the 

exis tence of technological changes , the degree of hor izontal mobil i ty, the 

p re sence of changing skil l r e q u i r e m e n t s , the na ture of many production 

jobs in modern indus t ry , the shor t amount of t ime requi red to l e a r n many 

machine opera t ions , and the t ra ining faci l i t ies available in indus t ry and 

bus iness , all point to the des i rab i l i ty of not at tempting to devote our major 

attention to vocational p r o g r a m s emphasizing intensive t raining in the highly 

skil led t r a d e s . 

It is the role of education to mee t the needs of society; in fact, i t 

mus t in some cases foresee t rends and make appropr ia te adjustments and 

read jus tments . It is the function of each community to provide in some 

way and through some organized educational agency business education to 

17 i ts m e m b e r s . Business education, as an integrat ing force , involves both 

economic and socia l factors of p r i m e impor tance to a l l . 

2. Definition of T e r m s 

An unders tanding of the findings and conclusions of any study is 

faci l i tated to a ve ry grea t extent by the clar i f icat ion of the t e r m s used . 

16 Ib id . , p . 175. 

17 E a r l P . Strong, The Organization, Adminis t ra t ion , and Super -
vision of Business Education, unpublished Ed. D. t he s i s , New York 
Univers i ty L i b r a r y , 1943, p . 10. 
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It i s i m p e r a t i v e , in a study dealing with highly con t rovers i a l points of views, 

that a l l t e r m s used be defined with p rec i s ion . F o r that r eason , the t e r m s 

used in this r epo r t will be consis tent ly in t e rp re t ed according to the follow­

ing definit ions: 

One of the m o s t acceptable definitions of education devised by an 

18 ea r ly bus iness educator is c redi ted to Lyon: 

Education is the p r o c e s s of conforming the individual to the 
given social s tandard or type, in such a manner that his inheren t 
capaci t ies a r e developed, his g r ea t e s t usefulness and happiness 
obtained, and at the same t ime the highest welfare of society is 
conse rved . 

" G e n e r a l education is a broad type of education a imed at developing 

a t t i tudes , ab i l i t i es , and behavior cons idered des i rab le by society but not 

n e c e s s a r i l y p repa r ing the l e a r n e r for specific types of vocations or a voca-

19 tional pursuit'. ' Many business educators promote a number of genera l 

bus iness courses on their genera l education va lues ; bas ic bus iness i s one of 

these . 
20 

Basic bus iness education is defined as that bus iness education 
needed by al l c i t izens in Amer ican society in o rde r that (1) each may 
c a r r y on effectively his daily business act ivi t ies cen te red about his 
home and his pe r sona l life; (2) each may unders tand and par t ic ipa te 
in the bus iness life of his community, his e s t a t e , and his nation; 
and (3) each may have an unders tanding of bus iness as a factor in 
world re la t ions and in world economic wel l -be ing . 

18 Lyon, Op. Cit. , p . 326. 

19 C a r t e r C. Good, "edi tor" , Dict ionary of Education, New York, 
McGraw-Hi l l , 1945, p . 183. 

20 The National Commerc ia l T e a c h e r ' s Federa t ion , The Business 
Curr iculum, Sixth Yearbook, Ann Arbor , Michigan, Ann Arbor P r e s s , 1940, p . 5. 



REVIEW OF RELATED RESEARCH 10 

Libera l education is in te l lec tual development that r esu l t s in i nc r ea sed under ­

standing of the m a t e r i a l un ive r se and of the non -ma te r i a l world of i d e a s . " It 

is the building of a worthy sca le of values upon the dual foundation of t ruth 

and beauty.' L ibe ra l education is genera l education, and bus iness education 

is both genera l education and vocational education. 

22 

Shields defines soc ia l -bus iness education as"training in bus iness 

re la t ionsh ips , i . e . understanding of the genera l economic, f inancial , and 

personne l s t r uc tu r e of modern business ." B lacks tone^ J says, soc io -bus iness 

consis ts of those concepts and att i tudes which help the individual to d e t e r ­

mine how he shal l vote on i s sue s of economic na tu re . " Tonne re fe r s to 

genera l bus iness education as "non-vocational educat ion". 

25 

Vocational education r e fe r s to ". . . a p r o g r a m of education o rgan­

ized to p r e p a r e the l e a r n e r for en t rance into a pa r t i cu l a r chosen vocation or 

to upgrade employed w o r k e r s . 

21 J . Harvey Dodd, et a l . , Toward Bet te r Economic Educat ion, 
Monograph 104, Cincinnati , South-Western , 1961, p . 1. 

22 Hara ld G. Shields, "What Do You Mean- -Soc io -Bus iness ? ", 
National Council of Business Education, Symposium on Socio-Bus iness Edu-
cation, Monograph 31, Cincinnati, South-Western , 1936, p . 9. 

23 E . G . Blackstone, "What Do You Mean- -Soc io -Bus iness ? ", 
National Council of Business Education, Symposium on Socio-Bus iness 
Education, Monograph 31, Cincinnati , South-Western , 1936, p . 8. 

24 He rbe r t A. Tonne, "The Scope of Soc ia l -Bus iness Educat ion", 
National Council of Business Education, Symposium on Soc io-Bus iness 
Educat ion, Monograph 31, Cincinnati, South-Western , 1936, p . 12. 

25 Good, Op. Cit. , p . 448. 
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"Vocational education is p a r t of the total educational p r o c e s s . It is 

education for work , any t ra in ing which contr ibutes to employabil i ty for p r e -

para t ion for work is vocational educat ion". 

Vocational education, as a genera l t e r m , is considered in California 

to be "that p a r t of the total p r o g r a m of education that deals specifically in an 

organized sys temat ic manner with the acquisi t ion of ski l l , unders tanding, 

atti tude and ability that i s n e c e s s a r y for ent ry upon a successful p r o g r e s s 

27 28 

within an occupation". F e i r e r , agreeing with Good*s definition, bel ieves 

that vocational education was intended to se rve two dis t inct groups of p e o p l e - -

"those who a r e a l ready employed and those who a r e p repa r ing for ini t ia l 

employment . The purpose of vocational education is to fit pe r sons for useful 
29 

employment" . 

Vocational education i s an in tegra l p a r t of the total education p r o g r a m . 

It i s not considered to be something apar t f rom the total p r o g r a m of 

26 P . F . Valent ine, 20th Century Education, New York, Phi losophica l 
L i b r a r y , 1946, p . 629. 

27 R. C. Van Wagenen, Vocational Business Education, Bureau of 
Bus iness Educat ion, Sac ramento , California State Depar tment of Educat ion, 
Mimeographed Repor t , 1964, p . 2 . 

28 Alber t J . F e i r e r , "The Fu tu re Role of Vocational and Technical 
Education in Our Society", Indust r ia l Ar t s and Vocational Educat ion, Vol. 53, 
No. 5, May 1964, p . 2 3 . 

29 U . S . Office of Education, Education in the United States of A m e r i c a , 
U . S . Depar tment of Health, Education and Welfare , Washington, Government 
P r in t ing Office, I960, ix-134 p . 
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of education. It does not take the place of genera l education; ins tead, i t 

supplements and enchances genera l education for those students who want 

to t r a in for a chosen occupation. 

30 
The Amer i can Vocational Associat ion includes vocational guidance 

and counseling in a comprehens ive definition of vocational education. David 

31 Snedden emphas izes the"pr imary and controll ing purpose is to fit youths 

for specific occupations"and the United States Bureau of Education places 

32 
the same emphas is in an a r t i c l e , "Vocational Secondary Educat ion" . 

33 Brewer s imply defines vocational education as "training which p r e p a r e s for 

a cal l ing. " This definition is not ent i re ly adequate s ince p rac t i ca l ly any 

course taught in secondary schools would qualify as vocational education. Any 

subject designed to develop specific sk i l l s , knowledges, and informat ion which 

enable the l e a r n e r to p r e p a r e for or to be m o r e efficient in his chosen t r ade 

30 Amer i can Vocational Associat ion, Inc. , Definitions of T e r m s In 
Vocational^ Technical and P r a c t i c a l Ar ts Education, Commit tee on Pub l i ca ­
t ions , Washington, Amer ican Vocational Associa t ion, I n c . , 1965, p . 22. 

31 David Snedden, "The Reorganizat ion of Secondary Educat ion", 
Paul Monroe, "Edi tor" , P r inc ip les of Secondary Education, New York, 
Houghton, 1915, p . 759. 

32 U . S . Bureau of Education, Vocational Secondary Education, No. 
21 , Bullet in, Washington, U .S . Government Pr in t ing Office, 1916, p . 36. 

33 John M. B r e w e r , The Vocational Guidance Movement: Its 
P r o b l e m s and P o s s i b i l i t i e s , New York, Macmil lan , 1918, p . 291 . 
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34 o r o c c u p a t i o n qua l i f i e s as a v o c a t i o n a l s u b j e c t . M o s t b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n 

s u b j e c t s wou ld qual i fy a s v o c a t i o n a l s u b j e c t s u n d e r t h i s de f in i t i on . 

The b r o a d e r t e r m , " b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n " , i m p l i e s a s e q u e n c e of 

s u b j e c t s o r a c u r r i c u l u m w h i c h p r o v i d e s s o m e f o r m of e d u c a t i o n for b u s i -

35 Tl 

n e s s . The A m e r i c a n V o c a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n s t a t e s t h a t b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n 

i s a p r o g r a m of i n s t r u c t i o n t h a t c o n s i s t s of two p a r t s ; office e d u c a t i o n and 

t l O / O-TJ, 

g e n e r a l b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n . A c c o r d i n g to L o m a x , b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n 

i s t ha t p a r t of the f ie ld of e d u c a t i o n w h i c h d e a l s w i th b u s i n e s s e x p e r i e n c e s , 

ii 
bo th for s p e c i a l i z e d o c c u p a t i o n a l u s e s and for g e n e r a l p u r p o s e s . The dua l 

r o l e of the o b j e c t i v e s of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n i s s t r e s s e d . 

N i c h o l s , h o w e v e r , c o n t i n u a l l y s u p p o r t e d the v o c a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e . 

He s t a t e s : 

C o m m e r c i a l e d u c a t i o n i s a type of t r a i n i n g w h i c h , w h i l e p l a y ­
ing i t s p a r t in the a c h i e v e m e n t of the g e n e r a l a i m s of e d u c a t i o n on 
any g iven l e v e l , h a s for i t s p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e the p r e p a r a t i o n of 
p e o p l e to e n t e r upon a b u s i n e s s c a r e e r , o r hav ing e n t e r e d upon s u c h 
a c a r e e r , to r e n d e r m o r e ef f ic ient s e r v i c e t h e r e i n and to a d v a n c e 

38 f r o m t h e i r p r e s e n t l e v e l s of e m p l o y m e n t to h i g h e r l e v e l s . 

34 A m e r i c a n V o c a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n , O p . C i t . , p . 2 3 . 

35 E a r n e s t A . Z e l l i o t , " G e n e r a l B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n - - C o n f l i c t s , 
C o n f u s i o n s , and C o n c l u s i o n s ", Na t iona l B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n Q u a r t e r l y , 
V o l . i n , No . 4 , M a y 1935, p . 32 . 

36 A m e r i c a n V o c a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n , Op . C i t . , p . 5 . 

37 P a u l S. L o m a x , " C h a n g e s i n the P h i l o s o p h y of B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n " , 
R e c e n t and P r o j e c t e d D e v e l o p m e n t s Affect ing B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n , Y e a r b o o k , 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C. , N a t i o n a l B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , V o l . 2 0 , 1964, p . 1. 

38 F r e d e r i c k G. N i c h o l s , C o m m e r c i a l E d u c a t i o n i n the High Schoo l , 
New Y o r k , A p p l e t o n - C e n t u r y , 1933, p . 51. 
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In this definition Nichols not only recognizes that the re mus t be only 'bne" 

p r i m a r y object ive, but that other objectives w e r e poss ib le . More impor tant , 

he c lar i f ies the i s s u e that t he re n e c e s s a r i l y mus t be different levels of e m ­

ployment; t he re fo re , t ra ining should be geared to different levels of i n s t r u c ­

tion. 

Vocational guidance encompasses the p r o c e s s of ass i s t ing individuals 

to unders tand thei r capabil i t ies and i n t e r e s t s , to choose a suitable vocation, 

39 and to p r e p a r e for, en te r ; and make successful p r o g r e s s in i t . 7 Technical 

education differs in that success is dependent l a rge ly upon technical infor­

mation and unders tanding of the laws of sc ience and pr inc ip les of technology 

as applied to modern design, product ion, dis t r ibut ion, and s e r v i c e . 

C . B . E . A . is the ini t ia l designation for the California Business Educa­

tion Associat ion, the l a r g e s t s ta te associa t ion of bus iness t eachers in the 

country. Reference to the C . B . E . A . Archives includes any m a t e r i a l not 

published in profess ional journa ls or per iodica ls of the organizat ion, such 

as "papers that have accumulated in the routine adminis t ra t ion of an office 

40 and a r e no longer heeded for c u r r e n t b u s i n e s s " . 

39 A m e r i c a n Vocational Associa t ion , Op. Cit. , p . 10. 

40 Gi lber t J . Gar raghan , A Guide to His to r ica l Method, New York, 
F o r d h a m Univers i ty , 1946, p . 134. 
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F . A . B . E . i s the ini t ia l designation for the Fund for the Advancement 

of Business Education, Inc. It is a c r e a t u r e of the C . B . E . A . , formed in 

1959 by a resolut ion of the State Executive Board . The purpose of F . A . B . E . 

is to implement r e s e a r c h and develop ins t ruc t iona l m a t e r i a l s 'which will 

a s s i s t in the improvement of bus iness education. It acts both as a solicit ing 

agency for pro jec t funds and as a rec ipient consultant organizat ion. It is a 

unique accompl ishment as a " f i r s t " among state profess ional bus iness educa-

. . 41 

tion a s soc ia t ions . 

Education for Business includes a var ie ty of sub jec t s . The l i s t is 

flexible, adaptable to change and is geared to mee t the needs exp re s sed by 

c i t izens , the demands of bus ine s s , employment conditions, and the plans of 
42 43 " 

s tudents . Good defines bus iness education as that a r e a of education which 

develops sk i l l s , a t t i tudes , and understandings essen t i a l for the successful 

d i rect ion of bus iness re la t ionsh ips ; i t is also an a r e a of study dealing with 

the pr inc ip les and p rac t i ces of teaching bus iness sub jec t s . The teaching 

level and subject a r e a a r e other impor tan t e lements deserving considerat ion 

in formulat ing goa ls . 
41 Giordano, The C . B . E . A . Story, Op. Cit. , p . 13. 

42 ,Bureau of Business Education, Business Education in California, 
Op. Cit . , p . 51. 

43 Good, Op. Cit. , p . 54. 
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All of these factors have both educational and economic imp l i ca ­

tions in solving the complex p rob lem of de termining the p r i m a r y objective 

of education for bus ine s s . The c r i t i ca l and complete review of the l i t e r a ­

tu re which follows, a t tempted to synthesize previous findings and thus 

c rys ta l i ze the e lements of the p rob lem. 

The p rob lem of de termining the p r i m a r y objective of education for 

bus ine s s , although a major con t roversy throughout r ecorded h i s t o ry of 

bus iness education, has not been the sole topic of any r e s e a r c h r e p o r t . A 

number of r e s e a r c h studies have dealt with (1) h i s to ry of bus iness education, 

(2) major i s sue s of bus iness education, and (3) bus iness education ins t i tu ­

t ions , a s soc ia t ions , and socia l and economic f ac to r s . The l i t e r a t u r e will 

be reviewed under the above th ree ca tegor ies and fur ther subdivided into 

National Studies and California Studies . 

Although many studies have embodied the objectives of bus iness 

education, no sys temat ic t r e a t i s e i s available t rac ing the pa t te rns of 

thought under which business education developed. A r epo r t showing r e l a ­

t ionships among the pa t te rns of thought p resen ted in the s ca t t e r ed profess iona l 

l i t e r a t u r e , r e s e a r c h s tud ies , and documents and devoted to unbiased i n t e r ­

pre ta t ion , should provide a bas is for understanding the development of the 

pa t t e rn of thought and the factors and forces' which have de te rmined the 

p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education throughout h i s to ry . 
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Pro fess iona l l i t e r a t u r e was p rac t i ca l ly non-exis tent p r io r to the tu rn 

of the century . Near ly all books wr i t ten in bus iness education w e r e subject 

ma t t e r texts for c l a s s r o o m u s e . The Phonographic World, the forerunner 

of the p r e s e n t , Jou rna l of Business Education, was the f i rs t journal in the 

field published in 1885. Most other profess ional journals a r e the product of 

the 20th century. The Journa l of Business Education, became the official 

organ of the National Council for Business Education. One of the e a r l i e r 

books of g rea t value to bus iness education was published as the f i r s t y e a r ­

book by the E a s t e r n Commerc i a l Teacher s Associat ion in 1928. 

All graduate r e s e a r c h studies re la ted to this study w e r e wr i t ten 

s ince the ea r ly 3 0 ' s . A number of outstanding books were wr i t t en after the 

turn of the century and should be uti l ized by every r e s e a r c h student in 

bus iness education. Much of the ea r ly h i s to ry of education for bus iness is 

available only through these s o u r c e s . 

One of the f i rs t books published upon the subject of bus iness educa-

44 
tion was wr i t t en by H e r r i c k in 1904. A book dealing with bus iness educa-

45 46 
tion in genera l was wr i t t en by Marvin . Welch wrote about specific 

44 Cheesman A. He r r i ck , Meaning and P r a c t i c e of Commerc i a l 
Educat ion, New York, Macmil lan , 1904, xv-378 p . 

45 Cloyd Heck Marvin, Commerc ia l Education in Secondary Schools, 
New York, Holt, 1922, viii-216 p . 

46 Arnon W. Welch, Some Observat ions on Secondary Commerc i a l 
Educat ion, New York, Gregg, 1924, xi i -208 p . 
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skill in one of the office a r t s . One of the f i r s t genera l books dealing with 

47 methods of teaching the bus iness subjects was wr i t ten by Jones . 

F i r s t among the contributions along the line of books which deal with 

a genera l p rob lem of c o m m e r c i a l education was Lyon's Education for B u s i n e s s , 

or iginal ly published in 1922, revised in 1931. 

Two impor tan t c r i t i ca l wri t ings w e r e Social Business Education in the 

Secondary Schools, by H .A . and H. M. Tonne, and perhaps the mos t impor tan t 

contribution to the field of bus iness education was wr i t ten by the "Fa the r of 

Modern Business Educat ion", F r e d e r i c k G. Nichols'1 Commerc i a l Education 

48 
in the High School. 

Any study dealing with the higher levels of education should include 

49 
Mar sha l l I s The Collegiate School of Bus ines s , and Bos sa rd and Dewhurs t ' s 

50 Univers i ty Education for B u s i n e s s . 

A r epo r t concerned with vocational bus iness education should not 

51 
overlook Objectives and P r o b l e m s of Vocational Educat ion. 

47 Conner T. J o n e s , Teaching Business Subjects in the Secondary 
School, New York, Ronald P r e s s , 1924, vi i -307 p . 

48 Nichols , Commerc i a l Education in the High School, Op. C i t . , x x i i - 5 1 4 p . 

49 Leon C. Mar sha l l , The Collegiate School of Bus ines s : Its Status At 
the F i r s t Quar t e r of the Twentieth Century, Chicago, Univers i ty of Chicago 
P r e s s , 1928, ix-468 p . 

50 J a m e s H. S. Bos sa rd and J . F r e d e r i c Dewhurst , Univers i ty Education 
for B u s i n e s s , Phi ladelphia , Universi ty of Pennsylvania P r e s s , 1931, x i i - 5 7 8 p . 

51 Edwin A. L e e , "Edi to r" , Objectives and P r o b l e m s ofVocat ional 
Educat ion, New York, McGraw-Hi l l7 1938, x^476 p^ 
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3. His tory of Business Education. 

National Studies - - The f i r s t r e s e a r c h study of major impor tance 

was G r a h a m ' s , The Evolution of Business Education in the United States 

52 
and i ts Implicat ions for B u s i n e s s - T e a c h e r Education. Although the major 

concern was t eacher education, the h i s to r i ca l development of bus iness 

education up to 1933 was compiled. An analys is of the five a ims of s econ ­

dary bus iness education p r i o r to 1919 mentioned mos t frequently by the 

w r i t e r s of the per iod w e r e r epor t ed . The mos t frequently mentioned a im 

was to p r e p a r e pupils for specific office pos i t ions . Other a ims included 

genera l education, social and civic l ife, p repa ra t ion for promot ion, and 

menta l discipl ine in that o r d e r . 

Two m o r e comprehens ive studies t rac ing the h i s to r i ca l development 

53 

of education for business w e r e wr i t t en by Haynes and Jackson and pub­

l ished as Monograph 25 and a P h . D . d i s se r t a t ion completed at Ha rva rd 

54 
Univers i ty by Knepper . Both studies w e r e completed in 1935 and 

52 J e s s i e Graham, The Evolution of Business Education in the United 
States and i t s Implicat ions for B u s i n e s s - T e a c h e r Education, Southern California 
Education Monographs, 1933-34 S e r i e s , Number 2, Los Angeles , Univers i ty 
of Southern California P r e s s , 1934, xxii i-226 p . 

53 Benjamin R. Haynes and H a r r y P . Jackson , A His tory of Bus iness 
Education in the United Sta tes , Monograph 25, Cincinnati , South-Western , 
1935, 159 p . 

54 Edwin G. Knepper , A His tory of Business Education in the United 
S ta tes , unpublished Ph . D. t he s i s , Harva rd Univers i ty , Cambr idge , 1935, 
vi i i -422 p . 
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evidently independent of each o ther . It is significant that the two California 

bus iness educa to r s , Haynes and Jackson , se lec ted the t i t le , A His tory of 

Business Education in the United Sta tes , and Knepper used the o lder , m o r e 

t radi t ional t e r m in his t i t le , A His tory of Commerc ia l Education in the 

United S ta te s . 

Although both studies w e r e "well organized and documented, the 

Haynes and Jackson study placed m o r e dist inct ion upon the inst i tut ions and 

types of bus iness education. The objectives and pr inc ip les of bus iness 

education w e r e s imply casual obse rva t ions . Knepper organized the per iods 

of h i s to ry m o r e definitely and developed the p rob lem m o r e scient i f ical ly . 

Special emphasis was given to the factors and forces affecting the objectives 

and a ims of commerc i a l education. The p rob lems facing education for 

bus iness and their implicat ions for education w e r e s t r e s s e d . 

55 Reynolds s t r e s s e d the genera l purposes of the bus iness education 

cu r r i cu lum to provide for the wel l - rounded development of every individual . 

P r e p a r a t i o n to mee t the inc reas ing emphasis by employers upon occupational 

intel l igence was needed. However, the wr i t e r does not make any definite 

r ecommenda t ions . 

55 Helen Reynolds, Handbook for Studying Bus iness Education, 
unpublished Ed. D. t he s i s , New York Univers i ty , 1939, p . 15. 
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56 DeBrum' s findings in his study of t e rmina l bus iness education on 

the junior college level in the United States demons t ra ted that over one-

third (34. 9 per cent) of the total t e rmina l enro l lment i s in business educa­

tion. Te rmina l bus iness education has as i ts p r i m a r y role the p repara t ion 

of students for posit ions in the world of bus ines s . 

57 California Studies - - According to DeBrum, findings of his study 

indicate that in the high schools of California t raining for bus iness occupa­

tions follows the t radi t ional cu r r i cu l a r pa t t e rn of bookkeeping, s tenographic , 

and c l e r i ca l s tud ies . The evidence shows the junior college bus iness p r o ­

g r a m to be l e s s bound by t radi t ion than a r e the other levels of education. 

The extensiveness of the bus iness offerings indicates that the junior college, 

m o r e than any other educational inst i tut ion, i s sensi t ive to the needs of the 

58 
student and the community. Business education in the junior college is 

m o r e in harmony with actual bus iness needs thereby meet ing the vocational 

objective. 

56 S. Joseph DeBrum, Termina l Business Education in the Junior 
Colleges of the U .S . , unpublished M. A. t he s i s , Stanford Univers i ty , Palo 
Alto, California, 1941, p . 29. 

57 S. Joseph DeBrum, Business Education in California Publ ic 
Secondary Schools, unpublished Ed. D. d i s se r ta t ion , Stanford Univers i ty , 
Pa lo Alto, California, 1948, p . 118. 

58 Ib id . , p . 125. 
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Although s e v e r a l excellent studies dealing with the h i s to ry of 

bus iness education in the nation have been repor ted , the re is only one 

study dealing with a h i s to ry of bus iness education in California. Dr . Bel l ' s 

t he s i s , Background and Development of Business Education in California 

59 Publ ic Schools , i s a comprehens ive , we l l -wr i t t en r e p o r t . In addition to 

reviewing the r eco rded facts of h i s to ry , this study proposed to deal with 

the causat ive forces in Cal i fornia 's bus iness education development . The 

people who came to California es tabl ished the or iginal pa t t e rn , the d i rec t ion , 

and the scope of bus iness education in California through the y e a r s . 

In addition to a t r ea tmen t of both the background and development of 

bus iness education in the United States and California, pa r t i cu l a r emphasis 

is placed on the s ta te adminis t ra t ion of bus iness education and bus iness 

education t eacher t ra in ing . However, Bell p laces l i t t le impor tance on the 

chief con t roversy—the classif icat ion of bus iness education as vocational or 

genera l education. In fact, she s imply a s s u m e s that bus iness education 

has always had the dual objective of contributing to genera l education and 

61 
contributing to occupational competence. 

59 M. Bernadine Bell , Background and Development of Business 
Education in California Publ ic Schools, unpublished Ed. D. t h e s i s , Univers i ty 
of California, Los Angeles , 1950, v-336 p . 

60 Ibid. , p . 309. 

61 Ib id . , p . 310. 
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62 
The C . B . E . A . Story r e p r e s e n t s m o r e than the h i s to ry of the 

California Business Education Associa t ion . A complete , detai led h i s to ry 

of education for bus iness in California is p resen ted , verifying and extend­

ing Bel l ' s s tudy. P a t t e r n s of thought a r e analyzed and findings a r e put 

through the r i go r s of in te rna l and external c r i t i c i s m to de te rmine the 

p r i m a r y objective of education for b u s i n e s s . 

In Sep tember , 1951, the Bureau of Business Education of the 

California State Depar tment of Education in co-opera t ion with the California 

Business Education Associat ion, published a spec ia l bulletin, Business 

Education in Cal ifornia . Dr . William R. Black le r , Chief of the Bureau 

of Bus iness Education, c redi ted Dr . M. Bernadine Bell , Consultant in 

Business Educatiorufor the major responsibi l i ty for planning and organizing 

the m a t e r i a l , although each chapter of the study was a co-opera t ive effort of 

some of the bes t qualified bus iness l e ade r s in the Sta te . 

Emphas i s was placed on the dual role of the objectives of Business 

Educa t ion- - the vocational function of bus iness was to produce occupational 

62 Al Giordano, The C . B . E . A . Story, San F r a n c i s c o , The California 
Bus iness Education Associat ion, May 1965, 16 p . 

63 Bureau of Business Education, Business Education in California, 
Sac ramen to , California State Depar tment of Education, Vol. XX, No. 9, 
September 1951, vi i i -70 p . 
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competency and the function of genera l bus iness education was to provide 

those educational exper iences that a r e needed for effective adjustment to 

the bus iness envi ronment . 

The scope of bus iness education has been expanded to include many 

different subjects at different levels of the educational l adde r . Aims and 

goals vary by subject and cu r r i cu lum. Conflict of the p r i m a r y objective 

of bus iness education is noted. At one point the study r e p o r t s , "The 

inc reas ing emphas is on genera l education for all does not reduce the 

responsibi l i ty of bus iness to provide sound and thorough vocational educa-

65 

tion. " Yet, the s u m m a r y of the r epor t s t a t e s : "The f i r s t of these r e ­

sponsibi l i t ies cal ls for the development of bas ic bus iness education cour ses 

that contr ibute to the genera l education of all l e a r n e r s and deals s t r i c t ly 

with pe r sona l , socia l , and consumer competency in economic l ife. " 

Another comprehens ive study was published by the Bureau of 

Business Education in August 1955, Business Education in the Secondary 

Schools of California. This survey repor t , as the 1951 r epo r t , ut i l ized 

64 Ib id . , p . 26. 

65 Ibid. , p . 35. 

66 Bureau of Business Education, Bus iness Education in the Secon-
dary Schools of California, Sacramento , California State Depar tment of 
Educat ion, Vol. XXIV, No. 11, August 1955, x-54 p . 
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many of the leading bus iness educators in the State to review and offer 

sugges t ions . Rulon C. Van Wagenen, Chief, Bureau of Business Education, 

delegated the responsibi l i ty of p repa ra t ion for publication to Leland P . 

Baldwin, Regional Superv isor , with an a s s i s t from Dr . Bell , Consultant. 

This r epo r t , however , consolidated the graduate theses of Eckenrod, 

Er ickson , and H i m s t r e e t . 

Comprehens ive data was gathered to provide an analys is for en ro l l ­

ment t rends in bus iness education. General bus iness showed the g r ea t e s t 

growth in the secondary schools of California. 

H ims t r ee t l imi ted his study to the public junior colleges of California. 

Among his findings relat ing to pa t te rns of thought, he found that the junior 

college bus iness cu r r i cu lum aims to provide ins t ruc t ion for occupational 

groups r a the r than for a specific job in b u s i n e s s . Ins t ruct ion p r ac t i c e s 

and pol icies and pr inciples of bus iness education w e r e of p r i m e concern . 

The dual ro le of bus iness education was prominent . 

Eckenrod por t r ayed the s ta tus of enro l lments in bus iness educa­

tion in the public secondary schools of California. Expansion of bus iness 

67 Ib id . , p . 20. 

68 Will iam C. H ims t r ee t , A Study of Business Education in the 
Publ ic Junior Colleges of California, unpublished Ed. D. d i s se r t a t ion , 
Univers i ty of Southern California, Los Angeles , 1955, p . 258. 

69 Gervase Andrew Eckenrod, Business Education Enro l lments in 
California in 1954 in the Public Secondary Schools, unpublished M.A. t he s i s , 
1956, F r e s n o State College, F r e s n o , California, viii-186 p . 
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education cu r r i cu l a by subjects and enrol lment ver i f ies the growth and 

development of education for bus iness in California. 

In October , 1956, the Bureau of Business Education published their 

70 
bulletin, Business Education in Action, which provided an analysis and 

review of the s tudies that have been made by California public high schools 

and junior colleges to de te rmine the success their graduates were having 

on their f i r s t jobs in bus ine s s . This study re inforced the vocational objec­

tive of bus iness education. 

71 
The December , 1958 bulletin was p r e p a r e d for the Bureau of 

Business Education by Dr . Pau l S. Lomax, p ro fes so r emer i tus and fo rmer 

cha i rman , Depar tment of Business Education, New York Univers i ty , during 

a specia l one-year ass ignment in 1956-57. Dr . Lomax brought a l i fet ime of 

s e rv i ce to bus iness education with a f resh , unbiased viewpoint towards some 

of the p rob lems facing education for bus iness in California. As the r e s u l t 

of his survey of bus iness education in California, twenty-two r e c o m m e n d a -

72 tions w e r e r epo r t ed . This wr i t e r has se lec ted "The Lomax Study" as one 

70 Bureau of Business Education, Business Education in Action, 
Sac ramen to , California State Depar tment of Education, Vol. XXV, No. 8, 
October , 1956, vi i i -39 p . 

71 Pau l S. Lomax, A Survey of Business Education in the Secondary 
Schools of California, Bureau of Business Education, Sac ramento , California 
State Depar tment of Education, Vol. XXVII, No. 14, December 1958, vi-49 p . 

72 Ib id . , p . 42 -45 . 
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of two key c r i t e r i a in validation of the p rob lem as one worthy of considera t ion 

and study. 

4 . The Major I ssues of Bus iness Education. 

National Studies - - The f i r s t r e s e a r c h of impor tance that at tempted 

to de te rmine the major i s sues of commerc i a l education was completed under 

73 the d i rec t ion of Dr . McKee F i sk by Newton. Although a m a s t e r ' s t h e s i s , 

the study i s comprehens ive and well done. The study probably would have 

been improved if attention would have been concentra ted on a del imi ted , l e s s 

over-whelming p rob l em. 

Newton, through a careful analys is of the l i t e r a t u r e , de te rmined that 

the question of the objectives of bus iness education was c l ea r ly the mos t 

impor tan t p rob lem in the ent i re field. Fo r this r eason , Newton d i scussed 

74 the p rob lem of determining the objectives of c o m m e r c i a l education f i r s t . 

75 In his doctora l r e s e a r c h , J Marsha l l Hanna probed deeper into 

the points of view mainta ined by bus iness educators regard ing objectives of 

73 Byron Louis Newton, A Study to Determine the Major I s sues of 
C o m m e r c i a l Education, unpublished M. S. T h e s i s , Oklahoma Agr icu l tu ra l 
and Mechanical College, 1939, iv-157 p . 

74 Ib id . , p . 18. 

75 J Marsha l l Hanna, Conflicting Viewpoints in the Field of Secondary 
School Bus iness Education, unpublished E d . D . T h e s i s , New York Univers i ty , 
1939, v i -281 p . 
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bus iness education. By asking a s e r i e s of s i m i l a r questions he obtained 

conflicting viewpoints . The impor tance of this study, is demons t ra ted by 

i ts publication as Monograph 48, Fundamenta l I s sues in Business Education. 

F u r t h e r proof of the impor tance of the con t rovers i a l i s sue s is Hay-

den 's 1950 study which pa ra l l e l s Dr . J Marsha l l Hanna 's 1939 study. Unfor­

tunately, not all of Hanna's conflicting viewpoints were ut i l ized. Never the ­

l e s s , sufficient major t rends in thought were cons idered , l i s ted and d i s ­

cussed to indicate a significant change in opinion. Hayden's study was pub-
n L 

l i shed as Monograph 75, Major Issues in Business Educat ion. 

77 
Still a th i rd pa ra l l e l study was conducted by Gratz to de te rmine 

the t rends of thought over the pas t two decades . The study concerned i t ­

self exclusively with fundamental i s sue s in a va r ie ty of subject m a t t e r 

f ie lds . Many of the previous major i s sue s of g rea t impor tance were e l i m i ­

nated. It i s quest ionable if t rends of thought can validly be c la imed for this 

study. Gratz recognizes this when he r e p o r t s , "Trends of thought cannot 

be developed in all a r ea s because there a r e jus t five i s s u e s in the p r e sen t 

study that can be compared with Hanna's study and th i r teen i s sues in the 

76 J . Marsha l l Hanna, Fundamental I s sues in Business Education, 
Monograph 48 , Cincinnati , South-Western , 1940, p . 56. 

77 J e r r e E. Gra tz , Major I ssues in Business Education, Monograph 
106, Cincinnat i , South-Western , 1962, iv-108 p . 
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p r e s e n t s t u d y t h a t c a n be c o m p a r e d wi th H a y d e n ' s . Only four of the i s s u e s 

78 
i n t h e s t u d y cou ld be c o m p a r e d w i th both H a n n a ' s and H a y d e n ' s s t u d i e s . 

R e t u r n i n g to a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of r e l a t e d s t u d i e s i n a c h r o n o l o g i c a l 

o r d e r , K e l l e y w a s c o n c e r n e d wi th d e t e r m i n i n g t h e e x t e n t and for w h a t t y p e s 

and l e v e l s of w o r k , v o c a t i o n a l b u s i n e s s t r a i n i n g h a s b e c o m e w h o l l y o r p a r t ­

l y , a p o s t - h i g h s c h o o l o r j u n i o r c o l l e g e and u n i v e r s i t y s c h o o l of b u s i n e s s 

func t ion . He r e p o r t e d tha t v o c a t i o n a l b u s i n e s s s u b j e c t s , a s now b e i n g 

o f fe red , w e r e r e c e i v i n g a m a r k e d d e g r e e of e m p h a s i s on the p o s t - h i g h 

s c h o o l l e v e l of i n s t r u c t i o n . A t t e n t i o n w a s g iven to the l e v e l s of i n s t r u c t i o n 

and the t ype of p r o g r a m they s h o u l d h a n d l e f a v o r a b l y . 

79 A n o t h e r e x c e l l e n t s t u d y by S t r o n g i n v e s t i g a t e d v a r i o u s l e v e l s of 

b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n on the F e d e r a l , s t a t e , and l o c a l l e v e l s for the p u r p o s e 

of showing the i m p l i c a t i o n s for t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n , a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and s u p e r -

: i 
v i s i o n of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n . He c o n c l u d e d , b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n h a s a s i t s 

d o m i n a n t p u r p o s e t h e b r o a d t r a i n i n g of p e r s o n s to l i ve in a s o c i a l and e c o n o -

" 80 
m i c w o r l d i n c l u d i n g a p e r s o n a l - u s e , s o c i a l - e c o n o m i c , and v o c a t i o n a l f a c t o r s . 

78 Ib id . , p . 104. 

79 E a r l P . S t r o n g , The O r g a n i z a t i o n , A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and S u p e r ­
v i s i o n of B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n , New Y o r k U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y , u n p u b l i s h e d 
E d . D . t h e s i s , 1943 , v i i - 3 6 5 p . 

80 Ib id . , p . 13 . 
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He repor t ed that the purposes of bus iness education w e r e broadly 

conceived to include prevoca t iona l , vocational , p e r s o n a l - u s e , and soc ia l -

economic education. The thes is not only contained valuable information 

but was well wr i t ten and organized . 

An analysis of the t rends in bus iness education cu r r i cu l a , through-

81 out the per iod 1919-1941, is r epo r t ed by C r o s s . Changes in the employment 

m a r k e t , range and d ivers i ty of occupat ions, and changes in occupations a r e 

some of the factors s tudied. 

A monumenta l , seven-volume study of t rends of thought in bus iness 

82 education by the late Herman G. Enter l ine analyzed and class i f ied ideas 

of 373 bus iness educators in eight main a r e a s of bus iness education in 

secondary schools . The objectives of secondary school bus iness education 

a r e divided into the nonvocational objectives of bus iness education and the 

vocational objectives of bus iness education. Each of these two pr inc ipa l 

83 ca tegor ies i s fur ther subdivided into eight main a r e a s . 

A h i s to r i ca l study dealing with the development of higher education 

for bus iness in the United States was completed by Meer i Marja t ta Saar sa lmi 

81 Lois C r o s s , A Study of Trends in P r a c t i c e s in Business Education, 
unpublished P h . D . t he s i s , New York Univers i ty L ib ra ry , 1943, xvi i -655 p . 

82 H e r m a n G. En te r l ine , Trends of Thought in Bus iness Educat ion, 
unpublished Ph . D. t he s i s , New York Univers i ty , 1947, 7 vo lumes . 

83 He rman G. Enter l ine , Trends of Thought in Business Education, 
Monograph 72, Cincinnati , South-Western , March 1949, p . 8-10. 
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84 
at Indiana Univers i ty in 1955. In addition to the ea r ly thought upon which 

the es tab l i shment of higher education for bus iness in the United States was 

based , a study of the fundamental factors and forces that influenced the 

development of collegiate education for bus iness was a p a r t of the p rob lem. 

California Studies - - I n addition to conducting an invest igat ion of 

the s ta tus of bus iness education in the Los Angeles secondary schools , 

Q C 

Davidson was concerned with r ecen t t rends in bus iness education. The 

genera l education objective of bus iness education was s t r e s s e d heavily in the 

conclus ions . Despite this observat ion, an i nc r ea sed enro l lment is evident 

in both soc ia l -bus iness and skil led technical bus iness sub jec t s . 
Q L 

In his study, A California Survey, Given submit ted ques t ionnai res 

with twelve thought-provoking questions to a sampling of r ep resen ta t ive 

high school pr inc ipa ls throughout the State . Even though the r e t u r n s w e r e 

inadequate (56 out of 120), the r e po r t is significant because a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 

were asked to par t i c ipa te r a t h e r than the usual bus iness education l e a d e r s . 

The impor tance of the problem undergoing thorough r e s e a r c h in this 

study is re inforced once again. Given's f i r s t question w a s : "What a r e the 
87 objectives of the d e p a r t m e n t ? " 

i i i — . ••• i • • • — • • »»P • 

84 S a a r s a l m i , Op. Cit. , x i i -323 p . 

85 Mildred L. Davidson, Recent Trends in Business Education, 
unpublished M a s t e r ' s t he s i s , Univers i ty of Southern California, Los Angeles , 
Cal ifornia , 1936, p . 122. 

86 John N. Given, "A California Survey" , The Balance Sheet, Vol. 
XXI, No. 1, September 1939, p . 70. 

87 Ib id . , p . 70. 
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In Chapter IV of his doctora l d i s se r t a t ion , Functions and Admini -

88 s t ra t ion of Business Education, E r i ckson included twelve i s sue s as the 

bas is for the check- l i s t questions which were submitted to the California 

public senior high schools . The f i r s t i s s u e of impor tance was determining 

the p r i m a r y function of bus iness education in the high school . 

The p r i m a r y concern of the c u r r e n t i s sue s in business education in 

the public junior colleges of California was focused on the role of genera l 

89 education and vocational education. P e r r y found that con t ra ry to the 

popular misconcept ions concerning the objectives of genera l education and 

vocational education, the l i t e r a t u r e reviewed in this invest igat ion revea led 

that genera l education and vocational education should not be se t one agains t 

the o ther . In rea l i ty , each complements the o ther . 

Crawford compared p r e s e n t bas ic bus iness education p r ac t i c e s in 

California public secondary schools with exis tent opinion of bas ic bus iness 

educators as these p rac t i ces and opinions re la ted to p r e s e n t se lec ted bas ic 

90 bus iness i s s u e s . Crawford set t led on the dual objective for bas ic bus iness 

88 Lawrence W. Er ickson , Selected Business Education P r a c t i c e s In 
the Publ ic Senior High Schools of California, unpublished E d . D . t h e s i s , Uni­
ve r s i t y of California, Los Angeles , 1955, xvi-461 p . 

89 Richard S. P e r r y , A Cr i t i ca l Study of Cur ren t I s sues in Bus iness 
Education in the Publ ic Junior Colleges of California, unpublished Ed. D. 
t h e s i s , Univers i ty of California, Los Angeles , 1956, xix-596 p . 

90 Maur ice L . Crawford, A Comparat ive Study of Bas ic Business 
Educat ion in California Junior and Senior High Schools, unpublished Ed. D. 
d i s se r t a t i on , Univers i ty of California, Los Angeles , 1962, xxxv-580 p . 
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education. The validity of the study is quest ionable as all par t ic ipants w e r e 

from the s a m e m o l d - - b a s i c bus iness t e a c h e r s ; t he re fo re , i t i s na tura l for 

them to be pre judiced for thei r own disc ip l ine . 

5. Genera l Studies in Business Educat ion. 

National Studies - - A number of genera l s tudies proved to be valu­

able not only because of re la ted r e s e a r c h but a lso for the methods and p r o ­

cedures ut i l ized in the inves t iga t ions . 

91 Malottke p resen ted a c r i t i ca l analysis of the weaknesses of s ta te 

c o m m e r c i a l t e a c h e r s 1 associa t ions with suggest ions for improvemen t . 

92 Kauzlar ich repor ted on the inception and development of the 

National Associa t ion of Business T e a c h e r - T r a i n i n g Ins t i tu t ions . Objectives 

and s e rv i ce s of the Associa t ion w e r e spel led out. 

93 E c k e r s l e y repor ted on the work and development of the Internat ional 

Society for Bus iness Education for the purpose of suggesting additional s e r ­

vice functions. The work of the Society i s broken down into four major 

91 E r n a R. Malottke, A Study of the Improvement of State C o m m e r c i a l 
T e a c h e r s ' Assoc ia t ions , unpublished M a s t e r t s t h e s i s , Univers i ty of Southern 
California, Los Angeles , 1942, ix-179 p . 

92 Char les E . Kauzlar ich , The National Associa t ion of Business 
T e a c h e r - T r a i n i n g Inst i tut ions: Inception, Object ives , and Serv ices to Bus iness 
Educat ion, unpublished P h . D . t he s i s , State Univers i ty of Iowa, Iowa City, 
1951, iv -345 p . 

93 Ann Louise Ecke r s l ey , A Study of the Work, Development, and 
Funct ions of the Internat ional Society for Bus iness Educat ion, unpublished 
E d . D . t h e s i s , Columbia Universi ty , New York City, New York, 1956, x-203 p . 
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subject a r e a s : " 1 . Bus iness and /o r Industry; 2 . Business Schools and 

94 Univers i t i e s ; 3. Bus iness Education) and 4 . Repor ts and /o r L e t t e r s " . 

95 Sis te r Mary Dolores Grewe p resen ted a wel l -organized but l imi ted 

study of a h i s to ry of the Midwest Unit of the Catholic Business Education 

Associa t ion . The in i t ia l designation C . B . E . A . should not be confused with 

the California Bus iness Education Associa t ion . 

96 Chapman presen ted a chronological h i s to ry of the organizat ion and 

development of the Southern Bus iness Education Associa t ion . P a r t i c u l a r 

emphas is was placed on the profess ional act ivi t ies of the Associa t ion . 

In a h i s to r i ca l t r e a t i s e of the Bus iness Education Depar tment of the 

97 National Education Associa t ion , Peep le s at tempted to point out significant 

h i s to r i ca l highlights and to define worthy objectives toward which future 

efforts should be d i rec ted . Although the h i s to ry is adequate, the ques t ion­

na i re needs fur ther development . 

94 Ibid. , p . 59 -61 . 

95 S is te r Mary Dolores Grewe, The Midwest Unit of the Catholic 
Business Education Associa t ion: Its His tory , Proceed ings and Object ives , 
unpublished M a s t e r s T h e s i s , Univers i ty of Iowa, 1953, v~144 p . 

96 Rober t Roscoe Chapman, J r . , A His tory of the Southern Bus iness 
Education Associa t ion , unpublished M a s t e r I s T h e s i s , Univers i ty of North 
Carol ina , Chapel Hil l , 1954, v-145 p . 

97 Binford H. P e e p l e s , A His tory of the Bus iness Education Depa r t ­
ment of the National Education Associa t ion, unpublished Ed. D. d i s se r t a t i on , 
Univers i ty of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky, 1964, vi«202 p„ 
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Ewan Clague, Commiss ione r of Labor S ta t i s t i cs , del ivered a talk, 

Effects of Technological Change on Occupational Employment P a t t e r n s in the 

98 United States at the Conference on the Manpower Implicat ions of Automation. 

There was a growing need for worke r s who had m o r e education and t ra in ing . 

These fac tors have d i rec t application to bus iness education p r o g r a m s . 

99 Norton t r e a t s the educational p rob lems of our democra t i c economy 

in a c l ea r , r e a l i s t i c , and thorough m a n n e r . This r epo r t is a mus t for back ­

ground understanding of our f ree en t e rp r i s e sys tem; educational impl ica t ions 

a r e outlined. The exis tence of technological changes has an impor tan t bear ing 

on the question of the content of p r o g r a m s offered by the schools . The 

bus iness data p rocess ing p r o g r a m i s the bes t example of technological 

change in education for b u s i n e s s . 

In 1942, the eighth yearbook of the National Bus iness Teache r s 

Associa t ion edited by Dr . McKee Fisk , The P r inc ip l e s of Business Educa -

tion should be included in any study of bus iness education. Although 57 

98 Ewan Clague, Effects of Technological Change on Occupational 
Employment P a t t e r n s in the United Sta tes , Mimeographed Repor t , Conference 
on the Manpower Implicat ions of Automation Organizat ion for Economic Co­
o p e r a t i o n and Development, Washington, D. C , December 8, 1964, p . 23 . 

99 Thomas L. Norton, Publ ic Education and Economic T r e n d s , The 
Commit tee on Publ ica t ions , Cambr idge , Massachuse t t s , Harvard, Univers i ty , 
Graduate School of Education, 1939, p . 115. 

100 McKee F i sk , "Edi tor" , et a l . , "The P r inc ip l e s of Bus iness 
Educat ion" , Eighth Yearbook of the National Bus iness T e a c h e r s Associa t ion , 
1942, p . 7. 
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p r i n c i p l e s w e r e s t a t e d , no s t a t e m e n t of the m a j o r o b j e c t i v e s of b u s i n e s s 

e d u c a t i o n w a s e m b o d i e d i n the Y e a r b o o k . C e r t a i n l y the p r i m a r y p u r p o s e 

shou ld b e s t a t e d i n a guiding p r i n c i p l e . 

P a u l S. L o m a x c o r r e c t s the o m i s s i o n in the f i r s t c h a p t e r , " C h a n g e s 

i n the P h i l o s o p h y of B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n " , i n t h e 1964 Y e a r b o o k of the 

N a t i o n a l B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n . To the 57 o r i g i n a l p r i n c i p l e s of 

b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n , L o m a x adds t h r e e p r i n c i p l e s and n u m b e r s t h e m , N o . ' s 

1, 2 , and 11. The f i r s t p r i n c i p l e i n d i c a t e s t ha t b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n i s a 

r e l a t e d and i n t e g r a l p a r t of a t o t a l p r o g r a m of e d u c a t i o n . P r i n c i p l e No . 2 

102 
s t a t e s t h a t b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n h a s two m a j o r o b j e c t i v e s . 

C a l i f o r n i a S tud ie s - - A c o m p l e t e , d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t of a l l f a c e t s of 

103 
the C a l i f o r n i a T e a c h e r s A s s o c i a t i o n h a s b e e n w r i t t e n by B o w m a n . T h i s 

s tudy i s i m p o r t a n t to b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n a s i t s h i s t o r y and m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y , 

the h i s t o r y of t h e C . B . E . A . fo l lowed the s a m e p a t t e r n of d e v e l o p m e n t . 

101 L o m a x , R e c e n t and P r o j e c t e d D e v e l o p m e n t s Affec t ing B u s i n e s s 
E d u c a t i o n , Y e a r b o o k , Op . C i t . , p . 1-20. 

102 I b i d . , p . 3 - 5 . 

103 L e o n a r d L e o n B o w m a n , A H i s t o r y of the C a l i f o r n i a T e a c h e r ' s 
A s s o c i a t i o n , u n p u b l i s h e d E d . D. t h e s i s , S t a n f o r d U n i v e r s i t y , P a l o A l t o , 
C a l i f o r n i a , J u n e 1943, x i i i - 5 8 4 p . 
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Another r e s e a r c h r e p o r t dealing with the development, s t r uc tu r e 

and p r o g r a m of the California Teache r s Associat ion, was p r epa red by 

104 Gill ingham. More attention is given to the regional assoc ia t ions and the 

affiliates of the C . T . A . Since the bus iness education associa t ions s t a r t ed 

out as regional assoc ia t ions and l a t e r as an affiliate, i t has some re la t ion 

to the p r e s e n t study. 

105 

Wit tenberg 's m a s t e r ' s thes is is a brief r epor t containing a num­

ber of e r r o r s relat ing to the California Business Education Associa t ion . A 

f ive-year p r o g r a m for improvement is p roposed . 

6. Summary and Basic Hypothesis . 

Business i s a vital economic force whose chief function is the g r a t i ­

fying of human wants . There fore , bus iness was affected by many socia l and 

economic in f luences- -c iv i l wa r , depress ion and per iods of p ro spe r i t y , 

invent ions, immigra t ion and changes in the population s t r u c t u r e , and i n c r e a s ­

ing complexity of government and bus ines s . Special izat ion and scientific 

development promoted m a t e r i a l advancement at the expense of sp i r i tua l 

va lues . 

104 Rober t Cameron Gill ingham, The California Teache r s Association, 
Its Development, S t ruc tu re , and P r o g r a m , unpublished Ph . D. t he s i s , Univer ­
si ty of Southern California, Los Angeles , California, June 1949, xii i-371 p . 

105 Mary Alice Wittenberg, A P roposed F ive -Yea r P r o g r a m for the 
California Bus iness Education Associat ion, unpublished M a s t e r ' s t h e s i s , 
Univers i ty of Southern California, Los Angeles , 1949, 104 p . 
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Business i s dynamic and has constantly adapted to changes of a 

complex socie ty . Business education, as an integrat ing force , involves 

both economic and social factors in meet ing the needs of socie ty . 

The next sect ion was devoted to a definition of t e r m s . Clarif icat ion 

of t e r m s was especia l ly c r i t i ca l in a study at tempting to prove or d isprove 

a highly con t rovers i a l i s s u e . 

The survey of the l i t e r a t u r e was reviewed under th ree ca tegor ies and 

each was further subdivided into National Studies and California Studies . 

The f i rs t group, h i s to ry of bus iness education, contained five national 

studies and eight California s tud ies . A h i s to ry of bus iness education in both 

the nation and California was n e c e s s a r y to po r t r ay the h i s to r i ca l develop­

ment , and substant ia te the major i s s u e s of bus iness education over the 

y e a r s . 

Nine graduate r e s e a r c h studies have dealt with the p rob lem of 

determining the major i s s u e s of bus iness education on the national l eve l . 

This second group also includes five California s tud ies . There i s , however , 

no compar i son between the cal iber and depth of the national s tudies and the 

l imi ta t ions of the California s tud ies . A definite need exis ted for a c o m p r e ­

hensive study to de te rmine the major i s s u e s of bus iness education in 

California. On the national level a r e s e a r c h study was needed to t r a c e the 

t rends de termining the p r i m a r y objective of education for b u s i n e s s . 
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In o r d e r to t r a c e the pa t t e rns of thought under which bus iness 

education developed in California, i t was f i r s t n e c e s s a r y to r econs t ruc t 

the h i s to r i ca l paths of the bus iness education assoc ia t ions of the Sta te . 

After th ree y e a r s of exhaust ive r e s e a r c h , the C . B . E . A . Archives were 

developed and w e r e ut i l ized as the ' veh ic le ' of this study. There fore , the 

thi rd category included ten national and th ree California s tudies concerned 

with bus iness education inst i tut ions and associa t ions and re la ted social and 

economic f ac to r s . 

The p r e s e n t invest igat ion grew out of this m o r e genera l p rob lem. 

The w r i t e r sought to t r a c e the pa t te rns of thought under which bus iness 

education developed in California to discover the p r i m a r y objective of 

bus iness education for each per iod . More specif ical ly, this study was de ­

voted to a compara t ive analysis of these pa t t e rns of thought in the United 

States to California. This r e s e a r c h e r was chiefly concerned with only one 

aspect of the total p rob lem; the re fo re , i t may be s ta ted in the form of the 

null hypothes is : a compara t ive analysis of the pa t te rns of thoughts suppor ts 

the theory that the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education is not vocat ional . 

The purpose of this chapter was to place the impor tance of the p r o ­

b lem and i ts significance in i ts t rue pe r spec t ive . The ea r ly h i s to ry of 

bus iness education in both the United States and California i s r epo r t ed in 

the subsequent c h a p t e r s . 



CHAPTER n 

EARLY HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

1. The E a r l y His tory of Business Education, 1635-1852. 

United Sta tes , 1635-1852 - - Colonial education in Amer ica was a 

d i rec t imi ta t ion of English education. Commerc i a l education, as bus iness 

education was original ly known, in i ts ea r ly s tages was taught by means of 

the apprent iceship s y s t e m . In descr ib ing the apprent iceship sys t em of 

medieval England, Lyon r e p o r t s , "we find in the apprent iceship sys t em of 

medieval England a thoroughly organized educational sys t em with we l l -

recognized aims and carefully worked-out me thods" . It is easy to under ­

stand why ear ly ins t ruc t ion in the p rac t i ca l methods of business during the 

f i rs t two centur ies of this Country 's h i s to ry util ized the apprent iceship 

sy s t em. The rapid c o m m e r c i a l developments of the Country soon made this 

sys t em of education obsolete , providing an opportunity for other schools and 

methods to develop. Consequently, business education la te r was c a r r i e d on 

through pr iva te ins t ruc t ion , pr iva te schools , g r a m m a r schools , evening 

schools and a c a d e m i e s . Each of these types of educational inst i tut ions had 

a definite influence upon the p re sen t organizat ion of bus iness education and 

a t t r ibuted grea t ly to i t s development. 

1 Levere t t S. Lyon, Education for Bus ines s , Chicago, Univers i ty of 
Chicago P r e s s , 1931, p . 219. 
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The h i s to ry and development of bus iness education in the United 

States c losely pa ra l l e led the h i s to ry of the economic development of the 

Country. Its inception was based on the needs of bus iness and i t has 

developed to s e r v e not only bus ines s , but a lso the individual in his e v e r y -

2 
day l ife. 

Ea r ly education for bus iness was definitely or iented towards m e e t ­

ing the demands of the Amer ican f r e e - e n t e r p r i s e s y s t e m . Johnson makes 

this quite c l e a r : 

The beginning of c o m m e r c i a l education in the United States 
was cha rac t e r i s t i c a l l y Amer ican , i t was a growth, not an i n s t i ­
tution: a growth of pr iva te e n t e r p r i s e in r esponse to public need. 
It was spontaneous and s e v e r a l ea r ly forms were a lmos t s i m u l ­
taneous . All we re in answer to definitely voiced demands . 

Business education was the or iginal type of vocational education. In 

the yea r s before ag r i cu l tu re , homemaking, and indus t r i a l education w e r e 

offered in the public schools , bus iness education was included in p r o g r a m s 

of public education. Its recognit ion was forced by public demand and p r i ­

vate bus iness school competit ion far in advance of the t ime when educational 

4 
l e ade r s were willing to admit i t on pr inc ip le . 

2 E a r l P . Strong, The Organizat ion, Adminis t ra t ion , and Super ­
vision of Business Education, unpublished E d . D . t he s i s , New York Uni­
ve r s i t y L i b r a r y , 1943, p . 20 . 

3 Joseph F . Johnson, "Commerc ia l Educat ion", A Cyclopedia of 
Educat ion, Pau l Monroe, "Edi tor" , New York, Macmil lan, 1911, p . 143. 

4 F r e d e r i c k G. Nichols, Commerc i a l Education in the High School, 
New York, Appleton-Century, 1933, p . 69. 
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Many of the p rob lems bus iness education has faced, both today and 

throughout h i s to ry , a r e a r e su l t of this ea r ly conflict between the pr inc ip les 

of vocational education and genera l education. 

"Business education made i ts appearance in the 'New World' in 1635 

when J a m e s Morton was hi red as a school m a s t e r by the Plymouth Colony to 

5 
teach the chi ldren to read , wr i t e and cas t accounts" . Records indicate that 

throughout the 18th Century the re were other g r a m m a r schools in which 

"a r i thmet i c , handwriting and bookkeeping were taught". F rank l in ' s Academy 

in Phi ladelphia, founded in 1749, is usual ly conceded to be the f i r s t of the 

7 
a c a d e m i e s . 

During the f i r s t two cen tu r i e s , economic conditions of the day, non­

existent compulsory school at tendance regula t ions , poor labor condit ions, 

and chi ldren in bus iness and indus t ry , all contributed to unorganized education 

for bus ine s s . During this per iod, p rac t ica l ly all ins t ruc t ion in bus iness was 

through the apprent iceship s y s t e m . The objective of this type of t ra ining was 

definitely vocational as t ra ining was for a specific t r a d e . 

5 E a r l W. Barnha r t , "Ear ly Beginning of Commerc i a l Educat ion", 
Vocational Education Magazine, October 1922, p . 60. 

6 Rober t F r a n c i s Seybolt, Source Studies in Amer ican Colonial Educa-
tion: The P r i v a t e School, Urbana, Univers i ty of I l l inois , 1925, p . 53. 

7 Rober t F r a n c i s Seybolt, The Evening Schools of Colonial Ame r i ca , 
Vol. XXII, Bureau of Educational R e s e a r c h Bulletin, No. 24, Urbana, 
College of Education, Univers i ty of I l l inois , 1925, p . 9 -11 . 
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The f i rs t public high school , the English Class ica l School for Boys, 

was es tabl ished in Boston in 1821. In 1823 bookkeeping was added to the 

8 
cu r r i cu lum. One of the chief a ims of the school was to p r e p a r e students 

9 
for c o m m e r c i a l c a r e e r s . The Massachuse t t s High School Law of 1827 

specified s ing le -en t ry bookkeeping as a high school subject . The Board of 

Regents of the State of New York in 1829 recognized bookkeeping as a sub ­

ject appropr ia te to English education. 

It was during the f i r s t pa r t of the 19th Century, with the introduct ion 

of bookkeeping into public high schools , and recognit ion by the s ta tes of 

Massachuse t t s and New York, that education for bus iness found a place in 

the public school sys tem of the day. 

The need for m o r e and be t te r t ra ined employees in business and the 

profit mot ive , encouraged free en t e rp r i s e to engage in bus iness t ra in ing . 

Dolber ' s Commerc i a l College, organized in New York City in 1835, was 

credi ted by the United States Commiss ioner of Education as being the f i r s t 

ins t i tut ion in this Country to be devoted exclusively to c o m m e r c i a l education. 

8 Elwood P . Cubberley, Publ ic Education in the United S ta tes , 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1934, p . 253. 

9 Isaac L. Kandel, His tory of Education in the United S ta tes , Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin, 1930, p . 434. 

10 M, Bernadine Bell , Background and Development of Bus iness Edu­
cation in California Publ ic Schools, unpublished Ed. D. t he s i s , Univers i ty of 
California, Los Angeles , 1950, p„ 16. 
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By 1850 the re w e r e approximate ly 20 pr iva te bus iness schools throughout 

the eas t and middle wes t . Much of the ins t ruc t ion was given in the even­

ings because mos t of the students w e r e employed in business during the 

day. 

California, 1635-1852 - - Economic factors of the day as well as 

geographical b a r r i e r s delayed se t t lement of California. The Gold Rush 

of 1849 and the completion of the f i r s t t r ans -con t inen ta l r a i l road s t a r t ed 

the migra t ion wes tward which has las ted over a century . As a r e su l t , t o ­

day, California i s the mos t populated s ta te in the Country with an unequaled 

economic growth and development . 

In California, as was t rue throughout the Nation, bus iness subjects 

w e r e taught before bus iness education as such was recognized. Bookkeep­

ing was included in the cu r r i cu lum of El Colegio San J o s e , which was e s -

12 
tabl ished near Monterey by W . E . P - Har tnel l in 1834. 

Even though se t t lement came slowly at f i r s t , education for bus iness 

followed the s a m e pa t te rn of development of the r e s t of the Count ry- -book-

keeping was the f i r s t bus iness subject to win popular accep tance . 

11 I saac L. Kandel, His tory of Education in the United S ta tes , 
Op. Cit. , p . 12. 

12 Will iam War ren F e r r i e r , Ninety Years of Education in California, 
Oakland, California, West Coast , 1937, p . 2 7. 
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Educational Influences - - The apprent iceship sys t em of medieval 

England was ut i l ized in ea r ly t raining in bus iness education. P r i v a t e 

ins t ruc t ion , p r iva te schools , g r a m m a r schools , evening schools and a c a ­

demies had a definite influence upon the development of bus iness education. 

Business education, as the or iginal type of vocational education, paved the 

way for other forms of vocational education. 

Throughout m o s t of this ea r ly colonial and national per iod, educa­

tion was s t i l l ve ry l imi ted and backward. Fore ign influence continued very 

s t rong . It was not until the very end of the per iod that a few completely 

public, t ax-suppor ted schools became available in some s t a t e s . 

2 . The Business College E r a , 1852-1893. 

United S ta tes , 1852-1893 - - The bus iness college was the dominant 

inst i tut ion for bus iness t raining throughout the whole pe r iod . In 1863, 

H. B. Bryant and H. D. Strat ton opened thei r f i r s t school in Cleveland, Ohio. 

This s t a r t e d the bus iness college chain sy s t em. By 1863, the re were m o r e 

than 50 schools under their management . In 1867, Silas S. P a c k a r d bought 

the school he s t a r t ed in 1858 as pa r t of the Bryan t -S t ra t ton chain and 

13 
changed i ts name to Packa rd College. This s t a r t ed the movement of 

d e c r e a s e d emphas is on chain school development . P a c k a r d was the und i s ­

puted l eade r of this e r a . 

13 Edmund J . J a m e s , Commerc ia l Education, New York, A m e r i c a n 
Book Company, 1910, p . 18-2L 
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During this per iod, during the r i s e and growth of the pr iva te b u s i ­

ness col lege, some p r o g r e s s had been made in the public high schools in 

offering bus iness education subjec ts , but the emphas is of such schools had 

been mainly in p repa ra t ion for col lege. 

In 1861, due to an acute shor tage of ma le c le rks in the federal 

government offices during the Civil War, General F r anc i s E . Spiner, 

United States T r e a s u r e r under Lincoln, h i red 1500 women and took them 

into government offices. 

On July 2, 1862, P r e s i d e n t Lincoln signed the Mor r i l l Act, "the 

land grant act , " which donated to each s ta te 30, 000 a c r e s for every r e p r e ­

sentat ive i t had in Congress to es tabl i sh a college of ins t ruc t ion in a g r i c u l -

15 tu re , mechanica l a r t s , and bus ine s s . 

During the Civil War , and especia l ly during the recons t ruc t ion 

per iod that followed, the expansion of indus t ry and the improvement of 

t r anspor ta t ion and communicat ion were impor tan t in the promot ion of 

bus iness education. 

In 1863, shorthand and bookkeeping were made a p a r t of the course 

of study in the Cent ra l High School in Phi ladelphia as well as the St. Louis 

14 Fo r tune , "Women in Bus ines s" , For tune , Vol. XII, July 1935, p . 35. 

15 George P . Sanger , "Edi tor" , United States Statutes at L a r g e , 
Boston, L i t t l e , Brown and Company, 1863, p . 503. 
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1 f) 
High School. Even though business cour ses had been introduced in high 

schools e a r l i e r , the introduct ion of this work is the origin of c lear ly defined 

17 bus iness education at public expense in the United Sta tes . 

Many paren ts ins is ted that the public schools should provide bus iness 

courses for their sons and daugh te r s . P r i v a t e business schools were s u c c e s s ­

ful and profi table; therefore objected to the inclusion of m o r e and m o r e bus i ­

ness cour ses into public high schools . 

This period was marked by many new inventions. The single, mos t 

impor tan t invention to bus iness education was the invention of the f i r s t type­

wr i t e r on July 14, 1868, by C. La tham Sholes . Many of the f i rs t typewr i te rs 

were awkward and c lumsy to operate and did not produce acceptable work . 

Most of the bus iness cu r r i cu l a maintained bookkeeping as the co re , gradual ly 

adding a few courses such as commerc i a l English. Although shorthand had 

a l ready been developed and introduced into some p r o g r a m s , with the invention 

and perfect ion of the new wri t ing mach ines , added emphasis was given to 

these courses when a touch- sys t em of operat ion was developed. This marked 

the beginning of the bas ic cu r r i cu lum of bookkeeping, shorthand, and type­

wr i t ing . 

16 Edwin G. Knepper, "His tor ical Development of the Business 
Cur r i cu lum" , The Changing Business Education Cur r icu lum, The Amer i can 
Bus iness Education Yearbook, Vol. IV, 1947, p . 20. 

17 Kandel, Op. C i t . , p . 434. 
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Towards the end of the per iod , complete business cu r r i cu la were 

being int roduced into many high schools . 

The High Schools of C o m m e r c e - - The f i r s t high school of c o m m e r c e 

es tabl ished as p a r t of a public school sy s t em, was the Business High School 

1 8 
of Washington, D . C . , s t a r t ed in 1890. Ea r ly high schools of c o m m e r c e 

w e r e opened in Brooklyn, New York City, Phi ladelphia , and Boston. The 

r e c o r d s of the many high schools of c o m m e r c e speaks highly of thei r a c c o m ­

p l i shmen t s . 

California, 1852-1893 - - The t e r r i t o r y known as California grew 

rapidly and i ts educational sy s t em did not lag as much as i t had in some 

other s t a t e s . In 1856, two high schools were es tabl ished in Cal i forn ia- -

one in San F r a n c i s c o and one in Sac ramento . 

Bookkeeping and poli t ical economy were provided for in the f i r s t 

course of study adopted for CaliforniaTs f i r s t high school, San F r a n c i s c o 

High School, in 1856. 

The development of i t s f i r s t two high schools and the es tab l i shment 

of bus iness colleges in California tends to follow the national t rend in 

bus iness education. 

The development of bus iness education was a s sumed by the p r iva te 

bus iness schools beginning with the es tab l i shment of the San Jose Insti tute 

18 Lyon, Op. Cit. , p . 386-387. 
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and Commerc i a l College in 1862. Bookkeeping was the p r i m a r y subject 

and the center of the ins t ruc t iona l p r o g r a m . Other leading schools and 

pr iva te bus iness colleges w e r e the Pacif ic Business College and Heald 's 

Business College, es tabl i shed in San F r a n c i s c o in 1863. The pr iva te b u s i ­

ne s s schools and colleges f lourished; and, by 1900, the re were many popular 

19 cen te rs for ins t ruc t ion in bus iness in every major city in the s t a t e . 

Ea r ly P ro fess iona l Teacher Education Associat ions in the United 

States - - Recognition for the or igin of convention of bus iness t eache r s may 

be credi ted to the bus iness college with a meeting of the Bryant -S t ra t ton 

chain in 1863-1864. This was followed by the Business Educators A s s o c i a ­

tion, the p r e d e c e s s o r of the N. E . A . Depar tment of Business Education, in 

1878. In 1892, this assoc ia t ion became a depar tment in the National Educa-

20 

tion Associa t ion and designated as the Depar tment of Business Educat ion. 

E a r l y P ro fess iona l Teacher Education Associat ions in California - -

The following account of the State t e a c h e r ' s associa t ion is p resen ted as the 

development of bus iness t eacher associa t ions was closely re la ted and s i m i l a r 

in s c h e m e . 

Although the State t e a c h e r ' s associa t ion was recognized as the s t a t e ­

wide organizat ion f rom i ts origin in 1876, mos t of i ts meet ings were held in 

19 Al Giordano, The C . B . E . A . Story, San F r a n c i s c o , The California 
Business Education Associa t ion, May 1965, p . 1. 

20 National Education Associat ion, Addres ses and Proceed ings of the 
National Education Associa t ion, 1892, Wichita, Kansas , National Education 
Assoc ia t ion , 1892, p . 31 . 



EARLY HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 50 

San F r a n c i s c o and other ci t ies in the Bay region. In rea l i ty the state 

assoc ia t ion was l a rge ly local in pat ronage compris ing the t e r r i t o r y within 

21 
one hundred mi les of San F r a n c i s c o , p rac t i ca l ly a Bay region concern . 

In 1890, the genera l economic condit ions, the l imi ted facil i t ies for 

t r ave l and communicat ion, the economic s ta tus of the t eache r s t hemse lves , 

the att i tude of Boards of Education and the public towards t e a c h e r s ' m e e t ­

ings , and the genera l lack of p rofess iona l i sm among t eache r s al l conspired 

22 
to make the meet ings local a f fa i rs . 

Ea r ly Collegiate Schools of Business in the United States - - Collegiate 

schools of bus iness in the United States have taken two f o r m s . One type is 

the Inst i tute of Technology; t h e other , the Collegiate School of C o m m e r c e . 

Each of these types of schools sprang, m o r e or l e s s , f rom the economic 

conditions of the t imes which saw its beginning. In 1824, the Rensse l ae r 

Polytechnic Insti tute was founded, followed in 1847 by the Sheffield Scient i -

2' 
fie School at Yale, and in 1848 by the Lawrence Scientific School at Ha rva rd . 

The Mor r i l l Act of 1862 and the "so ca l led" Second Mor r i l l Act of 1890 

brought the aid of public funds through land grants to s ta te co l leges . 

21 Leonard Leon Bowman, A His tory of the California T e a c h e r ' s 
Associa t ion , unpublished Ed. D. t h e s i s , Stanford Univers i ty , Pa lo Alto, 
California, June 1943, p . 263. 

22 Ib id . , p . 264. 

23 Lyon, Op. Cit. , p . 326. 



EARLY HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 51 

The f i r s t successful collegiate school of bus ines s , The Wharton 

School of Finance and C o m m e r c e , was founded at the Univers i ty of P e n n s y l ­

vania in 1881. F r o m the beginning, the chief a im of collegiate bus iness 

t raining had been the development of bus iness l eade r s capable of making 

decisions based upon fami l iar i ty of economics , sociology, psychology, and 

other re la ted f ie lds . 

E a r l y Collegiate Schools of Business in California - - During this 

per iod, what few business courses were offered in California w e r e p ioneered 

by Catholic co l leges . These inst i tut ions a r e today known as the Univers i ty 

of San F r a n c i s c o and Santa Cla ra Univers i ty . Collegiate schools of bus iness 

were non-exis tent . 

Educational Influences - - The 19th Century p laces the g r e a t e s t e m ­

phasis on "an e l emen ta ry education for a l l " . During this per iod, although 

public secondary schools w e r e growing in student population and impor t ance , 

the g r e a t e s t p r o g r e s s in the bus iness education a r e a took place in the pr iva te 

bus iness schools . 

The menta l discipl ine theory probably reached i t s mos t dominant 

posi t ion during this per iod . Spencer ' s emphasis on the p rac t i ca l a r t s 

has tened the introduct ion of the s c i ences . Herbar t re jec ted the faculty 

psychology and the formal discipline conception of education. He ins i s t ed 

that subject m a t t e r should be se lec ted on the bas is of an analysis of life 
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ac t iv i t i e s . Gir ls began to outnumber boys in the high schools and in the 

bus iness co l leges , as their t radi t ional role changed from that of homemak-

ing. Gir ls found i t rewarding as well as profitable to p r e p a r e themselves 

for office pos i t ions . 

3. The Subsidized Business Education E r a , 
Secondary School Dominance, 1893-1917. 

The United States - - The Country was rapidly changing from an 

agr icu l tu ra l to an indus t r i a l people, with a consequent shift of population 

from r u r a l communit ies toward the c i t i e s . This was a per iod of l a rge 

bus iness , constantly enlarging. There was legis la t ion designed to curb 

ma lp rac t i ces and to p ro tec t individuals from the advantages of big b u s i n e s s . 

Under this heading came s t rong legis la t ion against the exploitation of child­

ren by indus t ry and in many s ta tes compulsory school at tendance l aws . 

The "machine age" resu l ted in a movement to subst i tute mach ine ry 

for men whe reve r poss ible in o rde r to keep capital inves ted . More efficient 

operat ion resu l ted , and the genera l s tandard of living was r a i s ed . A sp i r i t 

of r i v a l r y and a competit ion based upon efforts to i n c r e a s e efficiency was 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of this pe r iod . Special izat ion was r e s o r t e d to as a means of 

attaining a high degree of facility and efficiency. 

Scientific development was fast becoming a mos t potent influence in 

al l human endeavor . Spiri tual values were swept as ide to make way for 

m a t e r i a l advancement . 
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During the 19th Century the emphas is was on the e lementa ry school 

leve l . In fact, the philosophy, 'an e l emen ta ry education for all the chi ldren 

of all the people, ' p reva i led throughout the century. Now the emphasis 

swung to an upward extension of public education to the secondary level . 

The P e r i o d of Secondary School Dominance, 1893-1917,wasmarked 

with a l a r g e var ie ty of educational inst i tut ions par t ic ipat ing in the function 

of education for bus ine s s . The select ion of the inst i tut ion cha rac t e r i s t i c of 

the per iod is based not solely on numbers enrol led or t ra ined , but their con­

tr ibut ion and impor tance in the overa l l scheme of education for b u s i n e s s . 

The emphasis on e l emen ta ry education throughout the 19th Century 

provided an over-abundance of youth of high school age requir ing additional 

high schools to handle the flood of s tudents . 

During the per iod 1893-1917, the secondary school was rapidly 

growing. In fact, f rom 1890 to 1910, the re w e r e 7, 700 new, f ree , public 

high schools es tabl i shed to take ca re of the rapid expansion of the secondary 

school population. Inc rease in the secondary school population was u n p r e ­

cedented and ul t imately the secondary school became the dominant ins t i tu ­

tion for bus iness t ra in ing . 

The r i s e in s tandard of living, g r e a t e r p rospe r i t y of the people g e n e r ­

ally, h igher apprecia t ion of the need for education, and the inc reas ing of the 

m i n i m u m age l imi t for indus t r ia l employment , all contr ibuted to this growth 

in school population. Demand for bus iness executives and an enormous 
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demand of bus iness for s tenographers and typ is t s , c rea ted e ve r - i nc r e a s ing 

en ro l lmen t s ; consequently, the quality of those enrolled w e r e not given due 

cons idera t ion . 

During the ea r ly y e a r s , the g rea t e s t weakness in the conduct of ea r ly 

24 

bus iness education was i ts lack of organizat ion. The new teaching a s s o c i a ­

tions s ta r ted to remedy this ea r ly shor tcoming . 

Through mos t of this per iod, the pr iva te bus iness schools were t r a i n ­

ing m o r e students than any other inst i tut ion. The public high school was 

making rapid p r o g r e s s and soon overshadowed the bus iness schools , both in 

impor tance and in the number of students t ra ined . The s ize and location of 

the ea r ly high schools had a d i rec t effect on the type of bus iness cu r r i cu lum 

and the number of bus iness courses offered. The comprehens ive high school 

owes i ts exis tence at l eas t par t i a l ly to the development of education for bus i ­

n e s s . J a m e s M. Glass descr ibed the expansion of p rac t i ca l bus iness t ra ining 

in the high school as follows: 

It is a ma t t e r of common knowledge that the comprehens ive 
high school had i ts origin in the f i rs t concession made by the 
academic cu r r i cu lum to commerc ia l courses of study. When 
bus iness education had thus blazed the t r a i l to an enlarged secon­
dary p r o g r a m of studies adaptable to both college p r e p a r a t o r y and 
vocational a ims the t r a i l became open to other vocational a r t s 

24 Edwin G. Knepper , A His tory of Business Education in the United 
S ta tes , Ann Arbor , Michigan, Edwards B r o t h e r s , 1941, p . 17. 
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c u r r i c u l a . Thus , the "comprehens ive" or "democra t i zed" 
high school , which is beyond question the g r e a t e s t single 
contribution of the high school to Amer ican education, was 

25 inaugura ted by bus iness education. 

California - - At the turn of the century, California lagged behind the 

Nation in the development of public high schools . During the ea r ly pa r t of 

the per iod , p r iva te bus iness schools s t i l l maintained thei r dominant posi t ion. 

After the tu rn of the century, expansion and development of public high 

schools was rap id . At this t ime bus iness subjects w e r e popular in California 

and by the end of the per iod all but 37 schools out of 285 w e r e teaching 

bus iness c o u r s e s . P r o g r e s s in business education continued through con­

ce r ted effort despi te the fact that bus iness subjects in day high schools were 

26 
not aided by s tate or federal funds. 

The Collegiate Schools of Business in the United States - - P r i o r to 

the tu rn of the century, the re were only th ree collegiate schools of c o m m e r c e . 

Although the Wharton School of Finance and C o m m e r c e of the Univers i ty of 

Pennsylvania was founded in 1881, the Universi ty of California was the f i rs t 

of the higher inst i tut ions of learning in the United States to adopt the idea 

27 
and the name of a College of C o m m e r c e . 

25 J a m e s M. Glass , "Commerc ia l Education in the High School", 
Balance Sheet, Vol. VIII, No. 1, Cincinnati , South-Western , September 
1926, p . 3 . 

26 Bel l , Op. Cit . , p . 119. 

27 Giordano, Op. C i t . , p . 1. 
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Other ea r ly developments a r e r epor t ed by Ruml as follows: 

. . . In 1900, at the Univers i ty of Wisconsin, a depar tment 
was organized known as a School of C o m m e r c e , and in the s ame 
yea r at Dar tmouth College was founded the Amos Tuck School of 
Adminis t ra t ion and F inance . Also in that year, a Depar tment of 
Economics and C o m m e r c e was es tabl i shed at the Univers i ty of 
Vermont , and a School of C o m m e r c e , Accounts , and Finance at 
New York U n i v e r s i t y . 2 8 

The Collegiate Schools of Business in California - - The College of 

C o m m e r c e at the Univers i ty of California and the College of C o m m e r c e at 

the Univers i ty of Chicago both w e r e founded in 1898. 

During the ea r ly 1900's , the a ims of the college of c o m m e r c e w e r e 

to: (1) furnish cul tura l work , to enr ich the minds of the student with a supply 

of equipment in languages; (2) ut i l ize methods of r e s e a r c h , economics , and 

the knowledge of bus iness o rgan iza t ion- - the essen t ia l menta l tools for the 

man of bus ine s s , and (3) provide an opportunity for the student to acqu i re 

29 some knowledge of a pa r t i cu l a r l ine of t r a d e . 

Business TeachersEduca t ion in the United States - - As in the colonial 

per iod, during the ea r ly national per iod the re was probably no sys t ema t i c 

ins t ruc t ion or any special ly designed t raining course anywhere avai lable for 

28 F r a n c e s Ruml, "The Forma t ive Pe r iod of Higher C o m m e r c i a l 
Education in A m e r i c a n Unive r s i t i e s " , Leon C. Marsha l l , "Edi tor" , The 
Collegiate School of Bus ines s , Chicago, Univers i ty of Chicago P r e s s , 1928, 
p . 53-54. 

29 Bel l , Op. C i t . , p . 92. 
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p r o s p e c t i v e t e a c h e r s of the b u s i n e s s s u b j e c t s e i t h e r i n the s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l s 

30 
of the p e r i o d o r i n the p r i v a t e l y e s t a b l i s h e d b u s i n e s s s c h o o l s . E v e n though 

the l a s t f o r t y y e a r s of the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y w a s a p e r i o d of r a p i d e x p a n s i o n 

i n p r i v a t e b u s i n e s s c o l l e g e s t h e r e w a s no g r e a t p r o g r e s s m a d e i n e d u c a t i o n 

of t e a c h e r s for t h i s w o r k . 

M o s t of the e a r l y b u s i n e s s t e a c h e r s w e r e a p r o d u c t of the p r i v a t e 

b u s i n e s s s c h o o l s ; s o m e w e r e e m p l o y e d i n the w o r l d of b u s i n e s s . S o m e of 

the d i f f i cu l t i e s and w e a k n e s s e s of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m s w a s a t t r i b u t e d 

to the p o o r q u a l i f i c a t i o n s of t h e e a r l y t e a c h e r s . 

In 1898, the D r e x e l I n s t i t u t e i n P h i l a d e l p h i a o f f e red the f i r s t b u s i n e s s 

31 

t e a c h e r t r a i n i n g c o u r s e . In t h e p e r i o d b e t w e e n 1900 to 1920, a l t h o u g h 

t h e r e w e r e m o r e t h a n 30 s t a t e n o r m a l s c h o o l s p r o f e s s i n g to g ive c o u r s e s fo r 

the t r a i n i n g of c o m m e r c i a l t e a c h e r s , only s i x w e r e m a k i n g a r e a l l y s e r i o u s 
32 

ef for t to t r a i n s u c h t e a c h e r s f o r t h e p u b l i c s c h o o l s . 

B u s i n e s s T e a c h e r E d u c a t i o n i n C a l i f o r n i a -<=» In t h e e a r l y y e a r s t h e r e 

w a s no e d u c a t i o n for b u s i n e s s t e a c h e r s i n the S t a t e . M o s t t e a c h e r s w e r e 

30 J e s s i e G r a h a m , The E v o l u t i o n of B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n i n the U n i t e d 
S t a t e s and I t s I m p l i c a t i o n s for B u s i n e s s - T e a c h e r E d u c a t i o n , S o u t h e r n Ca l i f ­
o r n i a E d u c a t i o n M o n o g r a p h s , 1933-34 S e r i e s , N u m b e r 2 , L o s A n g e l e s , 
U n i v e r s i t y of S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , 1934, p . 2 4 - 2 5 . 

31 N a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , A d d r e s s e s and P r o c e e d i n g s , 1 9 0 1 , 
W i n o n a , M i n n e s o t a , N a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , 1901 , p . 734 . 

32 H a y n e s and J a c k s o n , O p . C i t . , p . 1 3 0 - 1 3 1 . 
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r equ i r ed to obtain their education in other s t a t e s . It was not until 1915 that 

the State Board of Education granted specia l c redent ia ls in specia l f ields, 

such as bus iness education, for cert i f icat ion of t e a c h e r s . 

Two educational inst i tut ions a r e the product of the 20th Century in 

A m e r i c a . These a r e the junior high school and the junior or community 

col lege. These , as well as other older es tabl ished educational ins t i tu t ions , 

have played a role in the development of vocational bus iness education. 

The Junior or Community College in the United States - - A c o m p r e ­

hensive definition was given by Ricc ia rd i : 

A fully organized junior college a ims to mee t the needs of the 
community in which i t is located, including p repa ra t ions for i n s t i ­
tutions of h igher l ea rn ing . L ibe ra l a r t s education for those who 
a r e not going beyond graduation from the junior col lege, vocational 
t ra in ing for pa r t i cu la r occupations usual ly designated as s e m i -
profess ional vocations and shor t courses for adults with spec ia l 
7 33 ^ 
i n t e r e s t s . 

The m o s t effective and far reaching univers i ty influences in the fo r ­

mat ion of the junior colleges came from P r e s i d e n t Harpe r of the Univers i ty 

34 
of Chicago, and Dr . A. F . Lange of the Univers i ty of California. What i s 

genera l ly ag reed upon as the f i r s t public junior college in the United Sta tes , 

33 Nicholas R icc ia rd i , "Vital Junior College P r o b l e m s in California", 
The Junior College Journa l , Vol. I, No. 2, October 1930, p . 24 -25 . 

34 Lyon, Education for Bus iness , Op. Cit . , p . 425-427. 
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i s t h a t i n i t i a t e d i n 1902, u n d e r the d i r e c t i o n of S u p e r i n t e n d e n t J . S t a n l e y 

B r o w n , w i th the e n c o u r a g e m e n t of P r e s i d e n t H a r p e r , by the J o l i e t T o w n ­

s h i p High S c h o o l , J o l i e t , I l l i n o i s . The p r o v i s i o n of the t e r m i n a l c u r r i c u l u m 

i n j u n i o r c o l l e g e s h a s r e s u l t e d in t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of n u m e r o u s s e m i - p r o -

35 
f e s s i o n a l and t e c h n i c a l b u s i n e s s t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s . 

As the n e w e s t of t h e p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , t he j u n i o r c o l l e g e 

w a s l e s s bound by t r a d i t i o n and c u s t o m ; t h e r e f o r e p r e s e n t i n g an o p p o r t u n i t y 

to e d u c a t o r s for r e s e a r c h and e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n . 

The J u n i o r o r C o m m u n i t y C o l l e g e i n C a l i f o r n i a - - P r a c t i c a l l y c o i n ­

c iden t w i t h the w o r k of P r e s i d e n t H a r p e r , t h e r e w a s going on i n C a l i f o r n i a , 

u n d e r the i n f l u e n c e of D r . A . F . L a n g e , d e v e l o p m e n t s v e r y s i m i l a r to t h o s e 

i n w h i c h P r e s i d e n t H a r p e r w a s i n t e r e s t e d . The r e m a r k a b l e d e v e l o p m e n t of 

the j u n i o r c o l l e g e i n C a l i f o r n i a , b e a r s e l l o q u e n t t e s t i m o n y to the v i r i l i t y of 

D r . L a n g e ' s i n f l u e n c e . 

J u n i o r High Schoo l s - - The j u n i o r h igh s c h o o l o r g a n i z a t i o n s w e r e a 

f e a t u r e a t t h e t u r n of t h e c e n t u r y . In 1909, B e r k e l e y , C a l i f o r n i a , r e ­

o r g a n i z e d i t s s c h o o l s on a c l e a r cu t , s i x - t h r e e - t h r e e p l a n . The c o m m i s s i o n 

on the r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n of s e c o n d a r y e d u c a t i o n of the N a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n 

A s s o c i a t i o n i n 1913 , i s s u e d w h a t no doubt h a s b e e n one of the m o s t i n f l u e n ­

t i a l and b e s t - k n o w n r e p o r t s of the c e n t u r y i n s e c o n d a r y e d u c a t i o n - - t h e 

C a r d i n a l P r i n c i p l e s of S e c o n d a r y E d u c a t i o n . It h a s b e e n r e f e r r e d to a s t h e 

35 W a l t e r C . E e l l s , The J u n i o r C o l l e g e , B o s t o n , Hough ton Miff l in , 
1 9 3 1 , p . 1 6 7 - 1 6 8 . 
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Magna-Car t a of the junior high school movement . Re-organiza t ion along the 

36 
s i x - t h r e e - t h r e e plan was emphas ized . 

The fifth yearbook of the Depar tment of Superintendency divided the 

p r o g r e s s of bus iness education in the junior high school into four s t ages . 

The cour ses offered during this per iod w e r e s t r i c t ly vocat ional . It was the 

theory, at that t ime , that many students would not enter high school and that 

vocational t ra in ing would aid them in thei r s e a r c h for employment . During 

the second, or p rac t i ca l s tage , the chief development had been constant r e ­

vision of content to make i t m o r e appropr ia te for the junior high school leve l . 

P r o g r e s s was made toward making these cour ses p re -voca t iona l and d e f e r r ­

ing the s t r i c t ly vocational courses to the senior high school . During the 

th i rd , or exper imenta l s tage , the commerc i a l cu r r i cu lum i s given due 

c red i t for pioneering the n e c e s s a r y r e -o rgan iza t ion in junior high school 

37 
subjec t s . The fourth s tage , or fusion s tage , was simplified by the develop­

ment of the junior bus iness c o u r s e . 

P ro fes s iona l Teacher Education Associat ions in the United States - -

The Bus iness Educators Associat ion voted to become affiliated with the 

36 U . S . Bureau of Education, The Cardinal P r inc ip l e s of Secondary 
Educat ion, Bullet in 18, Washington, U . S . Government Pr in t ing Office, 1918, 
p . 18. 

37 Benjamin R. Haynes and H a r r y P . Jackson , A His tory of Bus iness 
Educat ion in the United Sta tes , Monograph 25, Cincinnati , South-Western , 
1935, p . 78. 
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38 
Depar tment of Bus iness Education in 1893. In 1895, some of the p r iva te 

school m e m b e r s withdrew from the N. E . A . Depar tment of Business Educa­

tion and formed the National Commerc i a l Teacher s Associa t ion, l a te r known 

as the National Bus iness Teacher s Associa t ion, and today the National 

Bus iness Education Associa t ion . In 1897, the E a s t e r n Commerc i a l Teache r s 

Associa t ion was a lso organized . During the same yea r , an impor tan t r e p o r t 

r e l ea sed for the Commiss ioner of Education by P r o f e s s o r Edmund J a m e s of 

the Wharton School of Finance and Commerce had a t remendous influence 

on the development of bus iness education. His r e p o r t to the Commiss ione r 

of Education s t r e s s e d the need for a c o m m e r c i a l education that would t r a in 

39 
valuable office a s s i s t an t s and intel lectual ly useful c i t i zens . This r epo r t , 

which was d is t r ibuted widely by the Amer i can Bankers Associa t ion , did 

m o r e than anything e lse to convince public school men that bus iness educa-

40 
tion should have a place in our secondary schools . In 1901, the I n t e r ­

national Society for Bus iness Education was organized in Zur ich , Switzer land. 

38 David J . S tewar t , A His tory of the Organizat ions and L i t e r a t u r e 
in Bus iness Education, unpublished M. S. T h e s i s , Indiana State Teache r s 
College, T e r r e Haute, Indiana, 1950, p . 18. 

39 Edmund J . J a m e s , "Commerc ia l Educat ion", Education in the 
United S ta tes , a Ser ies of Monographs, Nicholas Mur ray But le r , "Edi to r" , 
Albany, New York, J . B . Lyon, 1900, p . 25, 677. 

40 E e l l s , Op. C i t . , p . 631. 
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The f i r s t s teps to organize the inst i tut ions offering education for 

bus iness w e r e taken in 1916 under the l eadersh ip of Dean E. F . Gay of the 

H a r v a r d Graduate School of Business Adminis t ra t ion , Dean L. C. Marsha l l 

of the College of C o m m e r c e and Adminis t ra t ion of the Univers i ty of Chicago, 

and A. E . Swanson, Acting Dean of the Nor thwes tern Univers i ty School of 

C o m m e r c e . "The Associa t ion of Collegiate Schools of Business was o rgan­

ized with s ixteen ini t ia l m e m b e r s for the promot ion and improvemen t of 

h igher education for bus iness in North A m e r i c a . In 1925, the name of the 

assoc ia t ion was changed to The A m e r i c a n Associa t ion of Collegiate Schools 

41 
of B u s i n e s s . " 

After ten yea r s of ex is tence , The Amer ican Associa t ion of Collegiate 

Schools of Business recognized th ree major objectives for h igher education 

for b u s i n e s s : 

1. The socia l or public objective of collegiate education for 
bus iness included the functioning of the school of bus iness 
for the be t t e rment of society. 

2 . The profess ional objective of collegiate education for 
bus iness was p repara t ion for executive posit ions in bus i ­
ness calling for sound judgment and the abil i ty to make 
wise dec i s ions . 

41 Meer i Marja t ta Saa r s a lmi , Some Aspects of the Thought Under -
lying Higher Education for Business in the United S ta tes , unpublished D. B . A . 
d i s s e r t a t i on , Indiana Univers i ty , Bloomington, 1955, p . 102-103. 

42 Ralph E . Hei lman, "A Re-evaluat ion of the Objectives of Bus iness 
Educat ion" , P roceed ings of the Tenth Annual Meeting of the A m e r i c a n A s s o c i a -
tion of Collegiate Schools of Bus iness , May 1928, p . 114. 
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3. As a branch of higher education, collegiate education 
for bus iness sha red in the respons ib i l i ty of educating 
men with objective judgment who were p r e p a r e d to 
take the "guess w o r k " out of admin is t ra t ion and to 
develop bus iness d i sc ip l ines . 

Ea r ly cu r r i cu l a es tabl i shed to p r e p a r e young men for bus iness 

l eade r sh ip compr i sed of courses in three a r e a s ; genera l education, econo­

m i c s , and bus iness admin is t ra t ion . 

P ro fess iona l Teacher Education Associat ions in California - - At the 

turn of the century , bus iness t eache r s me t only as m e m b e r s of the State 

Teache r s Associa t ion of California. At that t ime , the group was made up 

of four geographical sect ions and p r i m a r i l y met once a year at one l a rge 

meet ing . At this time, bus iness t eache r s me t at the annual Teacher Inst i tutes 

sponsored by the California Teacher s Associa t ion . After the e r a of t eache r 

in s t i t u t e s , regional assoc ia t ions of bus iness t eache r s w e r e organized 'whol ly 

43 
independent of each o ther . 

The California Business Education Associa t ion followed the pa t t e rn 

44 of development of the California Teacher s Associa t ion . 

The executive council of the California Teache r s Associa t ion me t in 

Los Angeles and among the topics repor ted on by the commit tees included 

43 Bowman, Op. C i t . , p . 254. 

44 Ib id . , p . 263. 
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"The function and scope of bus iness cour ses in high schoo l s" . This was the 

f i r s t t ime that documented evidence indicated that business education was 

45 becoming recognized. 

In 1897 ; s ixteen depar tments w e r e l i s ted , bus iness education was 

not one of these . Commerc i a l education was l i s ted as a depar tment of the 

California Teache r s Associa t ion for the f i r s t t ime in 1905. 

In 1905, m e m b e r s h i p figures showed the California Teacher s A s s o -

46 
ciation to be the s t ronges t s ta te t e a c h e r ' s organizat ion in A m e r i c a . 

The seventeenth annual sess ion of the California Teache r s A s s o c i a ­

tion was held December , 1909, at the Polytechnic High School in Los Angeles, 

Urging the recognit ion of c o m m e r c i a l , indus t r i a l , and applied subjects for 

47 ent rance to college was one point of bus ines s . 

His to r ica l r eco rds indicate that the f i r s t Business Education Assoc i a ­

tion for public school t eache r s was organized in 1913 in the southern p a r t of 

48 the Sta te . It has been verif ied that the f i r s t official bus iness education 

49 meet ing was held in the San F r a n c i s c o Bay Area in 1915. The meet ing 

45 Ibid. , p . 273. 

46 Ib id . , p . 234. 

47 Ibid. , p . 226. 

48 Southern California Publ ic School Commerc i a l Teacher s A s s o c i a ­
tion, Minutes of Meeting of December 18, 1913, unpublished, on file in the 
C . B . E . A . Arch ives , Division of Bus iness , San F ra nc i s c o State College. 

49 Alber t G. Giordano, Bay Area C . B . E . A . His to r ica l Meeting of 
J a n u a r y 9, 1963, Bur l ingame, California, on tape No. 1, held in the C . B T E . A . 

A r c h i v e s , Division of Bus ines s , San F r a n c i s c o State College. 
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was held in conjunction with the Panama-Pac i f i c Internat ional Exposit ion in 

Oakland in 1915 and highlighted bus iness education by featuring a s tandard 

c o m m e r c i a l school exhibit. 

National Education Associa t ion Commit tees - - Impl ica t ions For 

Business Education - - The Commit tee of Ten of the National Associa t ion of 

Education in 1893 st i l l s t r e s s e d the college p r e p a r a t o r y objective for the 

public secondary schools . The genera l educator looked upon the high school 

as an inst i tut ion between the e lementa ry school and the col lege, a so r t of 

middle school to be shaped to the demands of the upper inst i tut ion r a the r 

than the lower one. The injust ice of this view taken by the Commit tee of 

Ten of the N. E. A. in i t s 1893 r epo r t was pointed out by G. Stanley Hall as 

ea r ly as 1901. 

During this s ame per iod of t ime the academy had been repudiated as 

i t had failed to keep step with economic needs . During this per iod of ex­

pansion of public secondary schools , bus iness education exper ienced a 

g r e a t e r growth and development. This resu l ted in recognit ion by the N . E . A. 

for the f i r s t t ime . 

In 1903, a Commit tee of Nine appointed by the N . E . A. i s sued a r e ­

por t recommending a four -year course of bus iness t ra ining in public schools . 

The c o u r s e consis ted of the college p r e p a r a t o r y cu r r i cu lum but bus iness 

c o u r s e s w e r e l i s ted as e lec t ives . 

50 National Education Associat ion, Addres ses and P roceed ings , 1903, 
Winona, Minnesota, National Education Associa t ion, 1903, p . 750-753. ~ 
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The r e p o r t of the 1903 N . E . A. commit tee showed a definite tendency 

51 
toward g r e a t e r emphas is on socia l sc ience m a t e r i a l s . This action has 

been t r a c e d as one of the s tar t ing points of a change in objectives from voca­

tional to genera l education. 

The r e p o r t s of the Commit tee of Nine desc r ibed the efforts which 

w e r e made to include genera l and academic subjects in the bus iness educa­

tion p r o g r a m . These r epo r t s a lso depict the a t tempts to cons t ruc t the 

52 
cu r r i cu lum which could be adapted to an organized school s y s t e m . 

The N . E . A. displayed continued i n t e r e s t and in 1915 the N . E . A. 

commit tee p r e p a r e d a second repor t on bus iness education. They advocated 

the development of two bus iness cu r r i cu la for public high schoo l s . One of 

these was in accounting, the other in s tenography. P rov i s ion was made for 

53 an office p r ac t i ce c lass in each ma jo r . 

The 1915 commit tee emphasized the technical bus iness ski l l subjects 

as well as the genera l background subjec t s . However , the bus iness p r o g r a m 

in the public schools did not change noticeably. It continued to be , for the 

mos t pa r t , a course of e lect ives with no pa r t i cu l a r objective for the students 

54 
to follow. 

51 Edwin G. Knepper , "A His tor ica l Sketch of Bus iness Education in 
the United S ta te s" , Seventh Yearbook, E a s t e r n Commerc i a l T e a c h e r s ' A s s o c i a -
tion, Bus iness Education in a Changing Social and Economic Orde r , 1934, p . 35. 

52 Strong, Op. Cit. , p . 20. 

5 3 W . D . McKinney, "Report of Commit tee on R e s e a r c h , Standardizat ion, 
and Cor re l a t i on" , Journa l of Proceedings and Addre s s e s of the F i f ty- th i rd 
Annual Meeting, National Education Associa t ion, 1915, p . 930-933. 

54 Strong, Op. Cit. , p . 26. 
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F e d e r a l Legis la t ion - - In 1907, the Society for the Promot ion of 

Vocational Education was formed. The objective of this organizat ion was to 

s e c u r e school t ra ining which would resu l t in job efficiency. It accompl ished 

i t s f i r s t r ea l v ic tory in 1917 when the Smith-Hughes Act, providing for the 

F e d e r a l Board for Vocational Education, was passed . Funds were made 

available for the organizat ion and maintenance of p a r t - t i m e schools and 

c lasses in o rder to give bus iness t ra ining to employed p e r s o n s . R e i m b u r s e ­

ment for ins t ruc t ion could not be obtained for regula r high school bus iness 

55 c o u r s e s . 

Without doubt, one of the mos t significant pieces of federal legis la t ion 

so far as i ts d i rec t effect upon bus iness education is concerned, was the act 

which in 1917 made provis ion for a "Fede ra l Board for Vocational Educat ion" . 

Although this act was not d i rec ted p r i m a r i l y toward bus iness education, i t 

had far reaching influences upon that phase of education even though other 

forms of vocational education benefited m o r e from the legis la t ion than did 

c o m m e r c i a l education. 

In the invest igat ional work that preceded the drafting of the Smith-

Hughes Act, no bus iness educator had a p a r t . It is doubtful, if any such 

55 Layton S. Hawkins, Commerc i a l Education, Bulletin No. 29, 
National Society for Vocational Education, Apri l 1919, p . 9. 
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educator felt s l ighted. Bus iness educators had but recent ly won recognit ion 

56 of thei r field as sound academic or cul tura l education. 

Because of this newly won recognit ion and en t renchment in the public 

secondary schools of the Nation, many educators believed that education for 

bus iness had been overdeveloped and did not need F e d e r a l a s s i s t a n c e . Kibby 

stated t h r e e r e a s o n s why bus iness education did not rece ive g r e a t e r recognit ion 

in the Smith-Hughes Act: 

1. The c o m m e r c i a l educators took l i t t le or no i n t e r e s t in the 
work of this Commit tee . 

2 . They came to the conclusion that the schools were t r a i n ­
ing all the typ is t s , bookkeepers and s tenographers needed. 
Because of the lack of l eadersh ip on the p a r t of the c o m ­
m e r c i a l educa to r s , the Commit tee did not invest igate the 
inadequacy of the l e a d e r s h i p . 

57 
3. Strong opposition of pr iva te commerc i a l schools . 

58 
Nichols believed that c o m m e r c i a l education in the yea r 1910 had 

become too academic to be recognized as vocational and for this r eason was 

overlooked by those who led the fight for national recognit ion of vocational 

education during the y e a r s 1910-1917. 

56 Nichols , Commerc i a l Education in the High Schools , Op. C i t . , p . 76. 

57 I r a W. Kibby, What the Amer ican Vocational Associa t ion Can Do 
F o r Bus iness Education, Address p resen ted before the Bus iness Education 
Section of the Amer i can Vocational Associat ion, Buffalo, New York, F e b r u a r y 7, 
1946, p . 13. 

58 Nichols , Commerc i a l Education in the High Schools , Op. C i t . , p . 82. 
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Educational Influences — With m o r e and m o r e of the chi ldren of 

A m e r i c a enrol led in public secondary schools , differences in student ab i l i t ies , 

apt i tudes , and i n t e r e s t received m o r e attention by profess ional educa to r s . 

Up to this time, few if any educational inst i tut ions providing secondary educa­

tion w e r e concerned se r ious ly about anything except to p r e p a r e the pupil for 

college en t r ance . The academy and high school had as their chief a im the 

59 
strengthening of the menta l p o w e r s . 

This need for m o r e recognit ion of individual differences gave r i s e to 

Froebel*s doctr ine of ch i ld-centered education ra the r than the previous 

t e a c h e r - c e n t e r e d educational pioneered by H e r b a r t . The scientific tendency 

in education, as championed by men like Huxley, could not fail to benefit 

p r ac t i c a l education. Among educators who have contr ibuted to the movement 

for g r e a t e r emphas i s on the p rac t i ca l subjects was Will iam J a m e s , who se t 

60 
forth the doctr ine of "no i m p r e s s i o n without exp re s s ion" . 

The movement for scientific r e s e a r c h and m e a s u r e m e n t in education 

resu l ted in amplification of the f i rs t rea l ly scientific vocational guidance. 

Considera t ion was given to the careful analys is of the child and of the r e q u i r e -

ments of occupational a r e a s . B rewer gives four causes bas ic to 

59 Ib id . , p . 60. 

60 Ib id . , p . 33 . 

61 John M. Brewer , His tory of Vocational Guidance, New York, 
H a r p e r , 1942, p . 297. 
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vocat ional guidance: (1) division of labor ; (2) growth of technology; (3) ex ten­

sion of vocational education, and (4) spread of modern forms of democracy . 

These also a r e very impor tan t causes that have shown i n t e r e s t and p r o g r e s s 

62 

in vocational bus iness education. Cushman p r e sen t s six a ims for c o m m e r ­

cial education, based upon his philosophy that all bus iness content should be 

evaluated in t e r m s of i ts contribution to society as a whole. 

4 . Summary of P a t t e r n s of Thought. 

During the f i r s t two cen tu r i e s , the apprent iceship sys t em was uti l ized 

for ea r ly t ra ining for b u s i n e s s . During this t ime bus iness education was 

based on the needs of bus iness and the demands of the Amer ican free e n t e r ­

p r i s e sy s t em. Education for bus iness was the or iginal type of vocational 

education; the objective was to t r a i n for a specific t r a d e . 

In California, bus iness education followed the national t rend: (1) The 

vocational objective was s t r e s s e d ; (2) Bookkeeping was the f i r s t bus iness 

subject to win popular acceptance; (3) In the ea r ly development , the app ren ­

t icesh ip sy s t em was ut i l ized. 

During the second per iod , 1852-1893, the bus iness college was the 

dominant inst i tut ion for bus iness t ra in ing . Bus iness subjects were i n t r o -

62 C . L . Cushman, "Social Responsibi l i t ies of C o m m e r c i a l Educat ion", 
The Journa l of Bus iness Education, Vol. 8, No. 1, September 1932, p . 9. 
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duced into the public high schools upon the ins i s t ence of p a r e n t s . Although 

shor thand was in t roduced into the cu r r i cu lum, i t was not until the p e r f e c ­

tion of the ea r ly wri t ing machines and a t ouch - sys t em of operat ion, that 

the combination of shor thand and typewrit ing made an impac t upon the b u s i ­

ne s s c u r r i c u l u m . Once again California followed the national t r end in the 

development of bus iness colleges and high schools . However, California 

lagged behind in the es tab l i shment of a collegiate school of bus iness and 

the organizat ion of a profess ional b u s i n e s s - t e a c h e r organizat ion. 

During the th i rd per iod, 1893-1917, the emphas is swung to an u p ­

ward extension of public education to the secondary l eve l . The cause of the 

comprehens ive high school was promoted by education for b u s i n e s s . After 

a slow s t a r t , expansion and development of public high schools w e r e rap id . 

California made up some lost ground by being the th i rd s ta te to develop a 

college of c o m m e r c e . 

During the ea r ly 1900*3, the a ims of the colleges of c o m m e r c e 

s t r e s s e d the genera l education objectives in addition to providing an oppor ­

tunity for the student to acquire some knowledge of a pa r t i cu l a r l ine of t r a d e . 

The objectives at the Univers i ty of California were s i m i l a r . 

Although bus iness t eacher education p r o g r a m s s t a r t ed during this 

pe r iod , they w e r e inadequate . California did not have any bus iness t eacher 

education p r o g r a m s at this time. 
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At the s ame time that the f i r s t junior college was being founded in 

Jo l ie t , I l l inois , California was developing community colleges under the 

l eade r sh ip of Dr . A. F . Lange of the Univers i ty of California. In 1909, 

California led the nation in the development of the f i r s t junior high school 

in Berke ley . 

The objective of bus iness education on the junior college level was 

or iginal ly genera l education, but the development of t e r m i n a l p r o g r a m s 

placed m o r e emphasis on the vocational object ive. The opposite pa t t e rn 

developed on the junior high school level . At f i r s t the bus iness cour ses 

had vocational objectives but as m o r e students en te red high school , the 

s t r i c t ly vocational courses w e r e defer red to the senior high school , with 

the p re -voca t iona l objective re legated to the junior high school . 

A var ie ty of profess ional teacher education assoc ia t ions were s t a r t ed 

during this per iod , resul t ing in needed organizat ion. Business t eacher s in 

California developed regional associa t ions to p romote education for b u s i n e s s . 

The National Education Associat ion, in recognit ion of bus iness edu­

cation, appointed a number of commit tees during this per iod . The 1903 

Commit tee placed g r e a t e r emphasis on social sc ience m a t e r i a l s , mark ing 

a definite change in objectives from vocational to genera l education. 

The 1915 Commit tee , however , emphasized the technical bus iness 

ski l l subjects as well as the genera l background sub jec t s . The vocational 

objective was re inforced with the passage of the Smith-Hughes Act in 1917. 
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However, bus iness educators were complacent as they had just recent ly won 

recognit ion as academic or cul tural education. 

With expansion of the bus iness cu r r i cu lum, objectives changed; a 

d i scern ib le change in objectives is noted by grade level of ins t ruc t ion . 

Even though the secondary school continued to be an impor tan t i n s t i ­

tution, the next per iod , 1917-1933, is dominated by the collegiate schools of 

b u s i n e s s . A study of the continued upward expansion of vocational bus iness 

education is repor ted in the next chapter . 



CHAPTER i n 

THE UPWARD AND DOWNWARD EXTENSION 

1. Collegiate Schools of Business Dominance, 1917-1933. 

It na tura l ly follows that the per iod of collegiate education for bus iness 

dominance came on the heels of the per iod of g r e a t e s t growth and expansion 

of the public high school in the country. The i n c r e a s e in the secondary school 

population provided an unprecedented number of high school g radua tes , 

des i rous of m o r e advanced t ra ining to mee t the needs of the modern bus iness 

wor ld . The per iod of collegiate bus iness education dates f rom 1917. It is 

on the collegiate level that the dominant influence on bus iness t ra in ing was to 

be found; not because of the numbers t ra ined at this level , but because of the 

impor tance of the t ra ining in re la t ion to all other ins t i tu t ions . 

Univers i ty education for bus iness mus t be considered as a phase of 

the development of commerc i a l education. Although collegiate bus iness 

education was not an adjustment of the educational sys t em to the demands of 

2 
the modern bus iness world , the re is no question of i t s obvious k inship . 

1 Edwin G. Knepper , "A His to r ica l Sketch of Bus iness Education in 
the United S t a t e s " , Seventh Yearbook, E a s t e r n Commerc i a l T e a c h e r s 1 

Assoc ia t ion , Bus iness Education in a Changing Social and Economic Orde r , 
1934, p . 3 1 . 

2 J a m e s H. S. Bossa rd and J . F r e d e r i c Dewhurst , Univers i ty Education 
for B u s i n e s s , Phi ladelphia , Univers i ty of Pennsylvania P r e s s , 1931, p . 250. 
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Colleges of c o m m e r c e showed the g rea t e s t growth from a percen tage 

standpoint in the decade from 1915-1924. Enro l lments in thes>e schools 

i n c r e a s e d 410 per cent, while the number of inst i tut ions i n c r e a s e d 424 p e r -

3 
cent. Bos sa rd and Dewhurst , in a study of schools holding a m e m b e r s h i p 

in the A m e r i c a n Associa t ion of Collegiate Schools of Bus ines s , indicated a 

t rend toward fundamental bus iness studies and a t rend toward decreas ing 

emphas is upon technical ins t ruc t ion . F u r t h e r specia l iza t ion was frowned 

4 upon. 

5 
Bos sa rd and Dewhurst d iscovered that the per iod immedia te ly 

following World War I was cha rac t e r i zed by a decided acce le ra t ion of 

effort when 117 colleges and univers i t ies developed "a m o r e or l ess definite 

s e t - u p " in univers i ty education for business between the yea r s 1919-1924. 

In s t i l l another survey , B o s s a r d repor ted that collegiate education for bus i ­

ness const i tuted the mos t r&pidly growing form of higher education. The 

cu r r i cu l a of these schools had also grown rapidly; for example , at the 

7 
Wharton School courses offered i nc reased from 28 in 1890, to 128 in 1933. 

3 Knepper , Op. Cit. , p . 4 1 . 

4 B o s s a r d and Dewhurst , Op. Cit. , p . 461-477-

5 Ibid. , p . 252-253. 

6 J a m e s H. S. Bossa rd , "Universi ty Education for B u s i n e s s - - A Survey", 
The Journa l of Bus ines s , Vol. IV, No. 10, P a r t 2, July 1931, p . 69. 

7 F r a n c e s Ruml, "Collegiate Education for Bus ine s s " , The Journa l 
of B u s i n e s s , Vol. I, No. 5, J anua ry 1928, p . 16. 
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The col legiate schools of bus iness at this t ime w e r e gaining ground 

in the t ra ining of bus iness execut ives . Though vocational bus iness educa­

tion was fo remos t in the thinking of the bus iness educa to rs , they were at 

the s ame time becoming cognizant of a b roade r concept of bus iness educa-

8 
t ion. 

Developing a consciousness of the socia l impl icat ions of bus iness 

9 
became m o r e d i scern ib le to the l e ade r s in the field. According to Lyon, 

how "to t r ans l a t e broad social concepts into the specific subject m a t t e r of 

bus iness p r a c t i c e " consti tuted a r ea l p rob lem. 

It was at the close of this per iod that the pendulum swung from a 

vocational objective to a m o r e broad genera l education object ive. It was 

at this t ime that the t e r m bus iness education was m o r e acceptable and 

rep laced the older t e r m , commerc i a l education. Gradual ly, bus iness 

education, although not always conveying the s ame meaning, was accepted 

for a lmos t al l levels of bus iness t ra in ing . 

Although California ranked among the l eade r s in pioneering the 

development of col legiate education for bus iness , p r o g r e s s was slow during 

8 M. Bernadine Bell , Background and Development of Bus iness 
Educat ion in California Publ ic Schools, unpublished Ed. D. t he s i s , Univer ­
s i ty of Cal ifornia , Los Angeles , 1950, v-336 p . 

9 Leve re t t S. Lyon, Education for Bus ines s , Thi rd Edition, Chicago, 
Univers i ty of Chicago P r e s s , 1931, p . 351. 
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this pe r iod . The only noteworthy p r o g r a m was es tabl ished at the Univer ­

sity of Southern California. Interviews with "elder s t a t e s m e n " verif ied 

that in the la te twenties both San Jose and F r e s n o State Teache r s Colleges 

offered bus iness c o u r s e s . San Diego State Teache r s College int roduced 

bus iness cour ses a year l a t e r . 

Business Teacher Education in the United States - - It was not until 

after 1922 that the movement to provide adequate t raining for t e ache r s of 

bus iness subjects took on a new impe tus . A study made in 1928 revea led 

that of 470 inst i tut ions invest igated, only 66, or 14 pe r cent , r epor ted 

courses for the t raining of t eache r s of bus iness sub jec t s . 

Malott r epor ted that during the per iod 1920-1930, mos t of the t r a i n -

12 
ing of bus iness t e a c h e r s was done by the pr iva te bus iness schools . In 

1929, Graham de te rmined that approximately 53 per cent of the s ta te 

un ive r s i t i e s , 45 pe r cent of the t eacher s colleges and 24 pe r cent of the 

agr icu l tu ra l and publicly controlled inst i tut ions were providing courses in 

10 Alber t G. Giordano, Centra l California C . B . E . A . His to r ica l 
Meeting of F e b r u a r y 9, 1963, F r e s n o , California, on tape No. 2, held in the 
C . B . E . A . A r c h i v e s , Division of Bus iness , San F r a n c i s c o State College. 

11 Ruth Hoadley, " P r e s e n t Status..of Commerc i a l Teacher Training 
in Publ ic Insti tutions in the United S ta te s" , The Journa l of Commerc i a l 
Educat ion, Vol. 57, No. 6, June 1928, p . 165^ 

12 J . O . Malott , "Commerc ia l Educat ion", Biennial Survey of Educa­
tion, 1928-30, Vol. I, United States Office of Education, Bulletin 1931, No. 
20, Washington, D. C. , U . S . Government Pr in t ing Office, 1931, p . 222-229. 
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bus iness t eacher education. Graham found in her r e s e a r c h in 1929 that of 

685 degree granting inst i tut ions only 130 of them, 20. 1 per cent, provided 

13 
courses in bus iness teacher education. 

In introducing t ra ining for business t e a c h e r s , mos t schools s imply 

added the t radi t ional technical bus iness subjects to their regula r c u r r i c u l u m . 

Some c r i t i c i s m was justified that some p r o g r a m s overloaded the technical 

14 

subject m a t t e r of bus ine s s . Olson repor t s that by the end of 1930, how­

ever , there was definite evidence of a t rend toward providing future bus i ­

ness t eache r s with m o r e academic and appropr ia te profess ional education 

and less t ra ining in the technical subject m a t t e r of bus ine s s . 

During this per iod t eacher cert i f icat ion regulat ions were inadequate 

and var ied from state to s t a t e . Many s ta tes adopted a specia l c redent ia l 

15 for t eacher s of bus iness sub jec t s . Kelley found that in 1932, the re was 

a decline in popular i ty of the genera l cer t i f icate and i nc r ea sed use of the 

specia l ce r t i f i ca te . At this time eleven s ta tes r equ i red the bacca laurea te 

13 J e s s i e Graham, The Evolution of Business Education in the United 
States and Its Implicat ions for Business Teacher Education, Southern Cal i for­
nia Education Monographs, 1933-34 S e r i e s , No. 2, Los Angeles , Univers i ty 
of Southern California P r e s s , 1934, p . 96. 

14 Milton C. Olson, "Business Teacher P r e p a r a t i o n : the P a s t , the 
P r e s e n t , and Yet To Come" , United Business Education Associat ion F o r u m , 
Vol. XI, No. 9, May 1957, p.~4^ 

15 E a r l Lewis Kelley, The Upward Extension of Vocational Business 
Educat ion, unpublished P h . D . t he s i s , Univers i ty of Southern California, Los 
Angeles , 1939, xxvii i -415 p . 
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degree of t e ache r s of bus iness sub jec t s . Teacher t raining in C o m m e r c e on 

the graduate level was a development of the l a te r port ion of this per iod . 

Business Teacher Education in California - - The A r m s t r o n g College 

of Business in Berkeley , California, was the f i r s t t eacher - t r a in ing ins t i tu ­

tion for bus iness t e a c h e r s . (October, 1927). This school continued to 

provide bus iness t eacher education until June , 1946. 

When the Univers i ty of California, Los Angeles , was opened in 

September , 1919, a depar tment of c o m m e r c e was a pa r t of the a d m i n i s t r a -

tive organizat ion. 

It was not poss ible to verify whether San Jose State College or 

F r e s n o State College was the f i r s t tax supported inst i tut ion to offer a p r o ­

g r a m for bus iness t e a c h e r s . P l acemen t r eco rds of the Univers i ty of 

California from July, 1925, to July, 1926, showed that the demand for 

commerc i a l t e a c h e r s , which amounted to 106, was only exceeded by the 

demand for t e ache r s of English, sc ience , and physical education; all of 

16 Alber t G. Giordano, Bay Area C . B . E . A . His to r ica l Meeting of 
J anua ry 9, 1963, Bur l ingame, California, on tape No. 1, held in the C. B. E . A. 
Arch ives , Division of Bus ines s , San F r a n c i s c o State College. 

17 Alber t G. Giordano, Southern California C . B . E . A . His to r ica l 
Meeting of F e b r u a r y 23, 1963, South Laguna, California, on tape No. 3, 
held in the C. B. E . A. Arch ives , Division of Bus iness , San F r a n c i s c o State 
Col lege. 
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which w e r e r equ i r ed sub jec t s . Commerc i a l t eache r s felt that they should 

a lso be given the opportunity to be included in teacher t ra ining p r o g r a m s at 

the Univers i ty . No bus iness t eacher t raining education was offered at this 

, TT • . 1 8 

time at the Universi ty. 

Through the efforts of Dr . I r a W. Kibby of the State Depar tment of 

Education, Bureau of Business Education, during 1931, a p r o g r a m was 

developed at the Univers i ty of California, Berke ley , for the p repara t ion of 

bus iness t e a c h e r s . In 1928 i t was n e c e s s a r y for the California public 

schools to obtain most of the i r t eacher s for bus iness subjects from out-of-

s ta te inst i tut ions or to employ t eacher s with l i t t le or no t eacher t ra ining in 

bus iness sub jec t s . And the courses for t raining t eacher s in bus iness sub­

jec ts were offered in one pr iva te inst i tut ion, one public inst i tut ion and 
19 occasional ly in s u m m e r sess ions of the s ta te un ivers i ty . 

A specia l c redent ia l in commerc i a l education became effective on 

September 15, 1928. In 1934 the cert i f icat ion for bus iness t eache r s was 

r ev i sed . One change recommended provided for economic and genera l 

education and a lso provided for a sub-field in genera l bus ines s . The t rend 

18 Alber t G. Giordano, The C . B . E. A. Story, San F r a n c i s c o , The 
California Business Education Associat ion, May 1965, 16 p . 

19 California State Depar tment of Education, Significant Accom­
pl i shments of the Bureau of Business Education, unpublished r epo r t , 
June 15, 1934, Sacramento , F i les of Bureau of Business Education, p . 2 - 5 . 
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20 towards m o r e emphasis in genera l business education was felt. In 1934, 

in addition to two s ta te colleges and A r m s t r o n g ' s College of Business 

Adminis t ra t ion , San Diego State College and the Univers i ty of California, 

Berke ley , the Univers i ty of Los Angeles and the Univers i ty of Southern 

California, Los Angeles , we re added to those inst i tut ions p repa r ing bus i -

• x. 2 1 

ness t e a c h e r s . 

The Junior or Community College in the United States - - During 

this per iod the re was an i n c r e a s e from just over 100 junior colleges at the 
22 

beginning of the per iod to over 500 at the end of this per iod . Since the 

ea r ly junior colleges were es tabl i shed at the suggest ion and with the 

encouragement of the un ive r s i t i e s , it was na tura l that their cu r r i cu l a 

should have been l a rge ly modeled upon the f i r s t two yea r s of t radi t ional 
23 college work . La t e r , many junior colleges w e r e organized as upward 

extensions of the high school, with the r e su l t that some of the bus iness 

cour ses w e r e t radi t ional high school bus iness sub jec t s . In 1930, about 

one half of the junior colleges included some business sub jec t s . LaDow 

20 Bell , Op. Cit. , p . 261-263. 

21 California State Depar tment of Education, Op. Cit. , p . 4 . 

22 Benjamin R. Haynes and H a r r y P . Jackson , A His tory of Busi-
ness Education in the United Sta tes , Monograph 25, Cincinnati , South-
Wes te rn , 1935, p . 118. 

23 Ibid. , p . 120. 
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found that 20 per cent of the students in junior colleges which offer com-

24 m e r c e were r e g i s t e r e d in such c o u r s e s . The newness of the junior 

college movement offered many changes and opportunit ies for development 

and d ive r s i ty of cu r r i cu l a . 

The Junior or Community College in California - - Although much of 

the emphasis during this per iod was devoted to the secondary schools , 

California i s recognized as a l eader and pioneer in the junior college m o v e ­

ment . Many junior colleges developed outstanding p r o g r a m s in bus ine s s . 

One of these to rece ive national acc la im was the Ful le r ton Junior College 

under the d i rec t ion of L. O. Culp, the f i r s t p re s iden t of the California 

25 
Business Education Associa t ion . 

Secondary Schools and High Schools of C o m m e r c e in the United 

States - - One of the chief t rends in bus iness education has been the grow­

ing at tent ion to object ives . There was a g r ea t e r tendency to analyze needs 

and many studies were made to a s c e r t a i n what kind of bus iness education 

was m o s t d e s i r a b l e . More i n t e r e s t is d i scern ib le in the soc ia l -bus iness 

24 Rober t LaDow, "A Survey of Commerc i a l Education in the Junior 
Col lege" , R e s e a r c h ^Studies in Commerc ia l Education, IV, Univers i ty of 
Iowa Monographs in Education, F i r s t S e r i e s , No. 11, E . G . Blacks tone , 
"Ed i to r" , Iowa City, Iowa, Universi ty of Iowa P r e s s , J anua ry 1929, p . 138. 

25 Giordano, Op. Cit. , Tape 3, (Albert E . Bullock, cont r ibu tor ) . 
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aspec t of the cu r r i cu l a . Upgrading of technical bus iness subjects and the 

deferr ing of specia l iza t ion of the technical bus iness education subjects in 

the secondary school w e r e pointed out by Graham, Haynes , and Malott . 

Some schools in Chicago, Detroi t , Los Angeles , and New Orleans had e s t a ­

bl ished p o s t - s e c o n d a r y courses in which technical t ra ining was defer red 

until after high school graduat ion. 

J . O . Malott, in the biennial survey of education, 1928-1930, p r a i s ed 

the schools of c o m m e r c e . These schools had been m o r e p r o g r e s s i v e than 

any other type in introducing guidance, p lacement and follow-up p r o g r a m s , 

in applying the findings of cu r r i cu lum r e s e a r c h , in organizing pos t -g radua te 

cu r r i cu lum, in breaking down the r igid t radi t ional concept of bus iness edu­

cation and in bringing to admin i s t r a to r s a rea l iza t ion of the significance of 

29 bus iness education. 

Typical of the c r i t i c i s m and opposition to the idea of a high school 

of c o m m e r c e and the disadvantages have been pointed out candidly by 

Connor T. Jones , who wro te : 

26 Graham, Op. Cit. , p . 182. 

27 Benjamin R. Haynes, "Need of a T e a c h e r - T r a i n i n g P r o g r a m in 
Bus iness Educat ion", California Quar te r ly of Secondary Education, Vol. IV, 
No. 5, J anua ry 1931, p . 157. 

28 Malott , Op. Cit. , p . 206. 

29 Ibid. , p . 21-22. 
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A warning should be sounded against undue emphasis upon 
the pure ly informat ional aspec ts of education for bus ine s s . 
P i led up knowledge alone does not make for s u c c e s s . The know­
ledge mus t be accompanied by an abili ty to weigh, judge, and 
unders tand c i r cums tances and a force of cha rac te r s t rong enough 
to d i r ec t . Those phases of education, then, which have as thei r 
a ims the development of supe r io r t a s t e s , qual i t ies , and m o r a l s 
should be re ta ined . . . That a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of bus iness educa­
tion a r e beginning to see these points i s apparent . An indication 
is seen in the es tab l i shment of c o m m e r c i a l depar tments in 
genera l high schools r a the r than the segregat ion of pupils in 
dis t inct high schools of c o m m e r c e . 

Secondary Schools and High Schools of Commerce in California - -

Business education in the secondary schools of California continued to thr ive 

and develop. The t rend towards the upgrading of bus iness education cour ses 

into pos t -h igh schools was evident. The M e r r i t t School of Business was 

organized in Oakland, California, in 1930, for the purpose of t raining b u s i ­

ness w o r k e r s in both day and evening c l a s s e s . Day c lasses were organized 

p r i m a r i l y for those pe r sons who w e r e unemployed and who des i r ed to rece ive 

p r e - employmen t t ra ining in bus ines s . The evening c l a s ses were p r i m a r i l y 

for those pe r sons who w e r e employed but who des i r ed to supplement the i r 

t ra ining with advanced cour ses or des i r ed to l ea rn new skil ls in o rde r to 

qualify for a different type of posi t ion. The cu r r i cu la provided for t ra ining 

in eleven different occupational a r e a s . 

30 Connor T. J o n e s , "Edi tor" , Teaching Business Subjects in the 
Secondary School, New York, Ronald P r e s s , 1924, p . 3. 
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31 
Strong singles out M e r r i t t School of Business for outstanding 

recognit ion as one of th ree schools of c o m m e r c e throughout the Country 

for outstanding bus iness t ra ining on a vocational level . 

Junior High Schools in the United States - - There had continued the 

tendency noted in e a r l i e r per iods to drop bus iness t raining on the lower 

school levels and to add t raining on the higher l eve l s . It was quite general ly 

recognized that the re should be l i t t le vocational bus iness t raining below the 

junior year of the senior high school . 

There was a fair ly c lear t raining recognit ion that vocational t ra ining 

on the junior high school level was no longer justif ied. It was a lso agreed 

that the re were different levels of business employment and corresponding 

different levels of p repa ra t ion needed. 

In a survey made for the F e d e r a l Board of Vocational Education, 

Nichols verif ied that the special ized vocational courses had l i t t le place in 

32 

the junior high school p r o g r a m . 

Junior High Schools in California - - I n California, where the s ix -

t h r e e - t h r e e plan was inaugurated, the movement continued to make p r o g r e s s 

31 E a r l P . Strong, The Organization, Adminis t ra t ion, and Supervis ion 
of Bus iness Education, unpublished E d . D . Thes i s , New York Univers i ty L i b r a r y , 
1943, p . 158. 

32 Haynes , "Need of a Teache r -Tra in ing P r o g r a m in Business Educat ion" 
Op. Cit . , p . 80. 
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especia l ly in the urban school d i s t r i c t s . With the exception of courses in 

typewrit ing and junior bus iness t ra in ing, bus iness education did not play a 

major role in the cu r r i cu l a of the junior high school . 

N . E . A. Commit tees - - Up to this time the N . E . A. exp res sed m o r e 

i n t e r e s t in the genera l education values of bus iness education; however , the 

vocational objective of education for bus iness was more apparent when in 

1919 the N . E . A. Commit tee p r e p a r e d a thi rd r epo r t on bus iness education. 

They advocated differentiated bus iness p r o g r a m s for boys and g i r l s ; the 

development of s e c r e t a r i a l t ra ining p r o g r a m s by broadening the s tenographic 

cu r r i cu lum and the development of a cu r r i cu lum to t r a in students for c a r e e r s 

in se l l ing. 

The 1919 r e p o r t of the National Education Associa t ion set the voca­

tional objectives of bus iness education. This s ta tement of purposes showed 

that bus iness education in the high schools and the pr iva te bus iness schools 

held to the vocational objective. 

The Commit tee of 1919, at the conclusion of their repor t , made a 

s t rong plea for explici t a ims of bus iness education. The Commit tee advo­

cated that p a r t - t i m e work follow the completion of the c o u r s e s . P roposa l s 

33 Cheesman A. Her r i ck , Business Education in Secondary Schools, 
Bullet in No. 55, Washington, D . C . , Depar tment of the In te r io r , 1919, 
p . 14-19. 
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of th i s C o m m i t t e e i n d i c a t e d two v e r y def in i te c h a n g e s . F i r s t , the a m o u n t of 

w o r k r e q u i r e d had b e e n i n c r e a s e d i n a c c o r d a n c e wi th the thought t ha t a c h i e v e ­

m e n t of a de f in i t e ob j ec t i ve could only be a c c o m p l i s h e d by w e l l - o r g a n i z e d 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . Second , the be l i e f w a s e x p r e s s e d tha t the c o m m e r c i a l c u r r i ­

cu l a shou ld do s o m e t h i n g m o r e t h a n m e r e l y t r a i n s t u d e n t s for t e c h n i q u e s u s e d 

34 
i n b u s i n e s s o f f i c e s . 

F e d e r a l L e g i s l a t i o n - - The f i r s t F e d e r a l B o a r d for V o c a t i o n a l E d u c a ­

t ion , d i r e c t e d by C h a r l e s A . P r o s s e r , s u p p o r t e d and e n c o u r a g e d b u s i n e s s 

e d u c a t i o n to the full ex t en t of a v a i l a b l e funds . 

In 1919, the F e d e r a l B o a r d for V o c a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n i s s u e d a r e p o r t 

on b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n a d v o c a t i n g a p l a n t h a t p r o v i d e d g e n e r a l c l e r i c a l t r a i n ­

ing for t h o s e s t u d e n t s who could c o m p l e t e h igh s c h o o l t r a i n i n g . The p l a n 

p r o v i d e d for s p e c i a l i z a t i o n i n g e n e r a l b u s i n e s s and a c c o u n t i n g , s t e n o g r a p h i c 

35 
and s e c r e t a r i a l w o r k , r e t a i l s e l l i n g , and f o r e i g n t r a d e and s h i p p i n g . 

T h e G e o r g e - R e e d A c t , p a s s e d by C o n g r e s s in 1929, and the G e o r g e -

E l l z e y A c t did not p r o v i d e any funds for b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n . The v o c a t i o n a l 

o b j e c t i v e w a s no t r e c o g n i z e d n a t i o n a l l y . 

34 H a y n e s , "Need of a T e a c h e r - T r a i n i n g P r o g r a m i n B u s i n e s s 
E d u c a t i o n " , O p . C i t . , p . 56 . 

35 F e d e r a l B o a r d for V o c a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n , C o m m e r c i a l E d u c a t i o n , 
B u l l e t i n No . 34, C o m m e r c i a l S e r i e s No. 3, W a s h i n g t o n , G o v e r n m e n t P r i n t i n g 
Off ice , J u n e 1919, 87 p . 
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P r o f e s s i o n a l P u b l i c a t i o n s - - I n a d d i t i o n to the a d d i t i o n a l s u p p o r t 

g iven v o c a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n t h r o u g h f e d e r a l funds , t h i s p e r i o d w a s f u r t h e r 

e x e m p l i f i e d by t h e a d d i t i o n a l p u b l i c a t i o n s i n the f ie ld of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n - -

The B a l a n c e S h e e t i n 1919; The A m e r i c a n S h o r t h a n d W r i t e r i n 1920, now 

known a s T h e B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n W o r l d ; and i n 1932, the N a t i o n a l B u s i n e s s 

36 

E d u c a t i o n Q u a r t e r l y . D u r i n g th i s p e r i o d , i n c r e a s e d e m p h a s i s on s c h o l a r ­

s h i p , l e a d e r s h i p , and r e s e a r c h w a s s t r e s s e d t h r o u g h the f o r m a t i o n of a 

n u m b e r of new a s s o c i a t i o n s and h o n o r a r y f r a t e r n i t i e s . 

P r o f e s s i o n a l T e a c h e r E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n s i n the Uni ted S t a t e s - -

The S o u t h e r n C o m m e r c i a l T e a c h e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n w a s o r g a n i z e d a t a m e e t ­

ing h e l d i n A t l a n t a , G e o r g i a , i n 1922. On D e c e m b e r 1, 1934, the n a m e 

37 w a s c h a n g e d to S o u t h e r n B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n . 

P i O m e g a P i , a n h o n o r a r y f r a t e r n i t y p r o m o t i n g s c h o l a r s h i p and 

38 
e t h i c a l i d e a l s i n b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n , w a s founded by P a u l Se lby in 1923 . 

36 S . J . W a n o u s , "A C h r o n o l o g y of B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n i n the Uni ted 
S t a t e s " , B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n F o r u m , V o l . XL, N o . 9, M a y 1957, p . 5 7 - 5 8 . 

37 R o b e r t R o s c o e C h a p m a n , J r . , A H i s t o r y of the S o u t h e r n B u s i n e s s 
E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , u n p u b l i s h e d M a s t e r ' s t h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y of N o r t h 
C a r o l i n a , C h a p e l H i l l , 1954, p . 35 . 

38 W a n o u s , Op . C i t . , p . 58 . 
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The Amer i can Vocational Associat ion was organized in 1925. Many 

bus iness educators hold active m e m b e r s h i p and par t ic ipa te in the Division 

of Bus iness Education which is concerned with the vocational phase of bus i -

39 ness education. Other t eacher s p r e f e r r e d bus iness teacher education g roups . 

On F e b r u a r y 25, 1927, r ep resen ta t ives from seve ra l colleges and un iver ­

s i t ies me t at the Univers i ty of Iowa and formed the National Associat ion of 

Commerc i a l T e a c h e r - T r a i n i n g Insti tutions with Dr . E a r l G. Blackstone as 

40 
the f i r s t p r e s iden t . The associa t ion is now known as the National Assoc ia ­

tion of Bus iness Teache r -T ra in ing Inst i tu t ions . 

In an a t tempt to achieve unity in bus iness education, the existing 

profess ional groups formed the National Council for Business Education in 

41 
1933. 

P ro fe s s iona l Teacher Education Associat ions in California - - Even 

though a s ta te -wide assoc ia t ion did not exis t , Louis Davy called together 

r ep re sen t a t i ve s of the independent sec t ions . In 1926, the six independent 

regional assoc ia t ions of bus iness t eachers were organized into a s ta te-wide 

39 Idem. , Ibid. , p . 58. 

40 Char les E . Kauzlar ich , The National Associat ion of Business 
T e a c h e r - T r a i n i n g Inst i tu t ions: Inception, Object ives, and Services to 
Bus iness Educat ion, unpublished P h . D . t he s i s , State Universi ty of Iowa, 
Iowa City, 1951, "iv-345 p . 

41 Wanous, Op. Cit. , p . 58. 
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executive council consist ing of one delegate from each sect ion. Even 

though a s ta te organizat ion did not exis t at this t ime , the s ta te-wide council 

provided some needed unity and gave impetus to the profess ion . Recognition 

was secu red from the State Board of Education for a p r o g r a m of genera l 

elevation of c o m m e r c i a l work in the State , providing for a major in bus i ­

ness education. 

Member s of the executive board appeared before the State Board of 

Education in Sacramento in 1926 and p resen ted a reques t for a State Di rec tor 

44 of Business Educat ion. 

After considera t ion by the State Board of Education, provis ion was 

made in the budget for a s ta te d i r ec to r . 

45 Bulletin No. C - l , The California P l an of Vocational Education, 

published in 1927, s t imula ted s ta te action on behalf of bus iness education. 

The bulletin contained information which apparent ly laid the ground work 

for considera t ion of the es tab l i shment of a Bureau of Business Education, 

and the appointment of a chief of this Bureau . 

42 California Business Education Associat ion, 1925-26 F i l e , unpub­
l ished, on file in the C . B . E . A . Arch ives , Division of Bus iness , San F r a n ­
cisco State College, San F r a n c i s c o , California. 

43 Southern California Commerc ia l Teachers Associat ion, The 
Balance Sheet, Vol. VII, No. 6, F e b r u a r y 1926, p . 18. 

44 California Business Education Associat ion, 1926-27 F i le , unpub­
l i shed , on file in the C. B. E . A. Arch ives , Division of Bus iness , San F r a n ­
c isco State College, San F r a n c i s c o , California. 

45 Nicholas Ricc ia rd i , The California P lan of Vocational Education, 
Bullet in No. C - l , Sacramento , California State Pr in t ing Office, 1927. 
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State Leadersh ip of Business Education, 1928-1934 - - The f i r s t 

46 
chief of the Bureau, Dr. I ra W. Kibby, approved in 1928, was assigned 

the respons ib i l i ty of supervis ing c l a s ses in secondary schools of the State , 

and the ca r ry ing on of a continuous invest igat ion and survey of bus iness 

education in secondary schools , employment in the State, and of the educa­

tional r equ i r emen t s of the var ious types of commerc i a l employment oppor­

tuni t ies . The chief of the Bureau was to cons t ruc t courses in bus iness educa­

tion which would bes t qualify students for the bus iness occupations, and 

develop s tandardized and improved methods of teaching bus iness subjec ts . 

One of the f i r s t accompl ishments of the chief of the Bureau of 

Business Education was the development of Bulletin C-5 , Objectives of and 

47 Majors in Business Education. The Bulletin was developed by the Bureau 

in co-opera t ion with the bus iness t eache r s of the State . This endeavor was 

for the purpose of placing vocational bus iness majors on a par with academic 

majors in fulfilling graduation r e q u i r e m e n t s . Majors w e r e se t up in the 

following f ields: s tenography, bookkeeping, and c le r i ca l sa les s e r v i c e . 

46 , "Ira W. Kibby in New State Job" , Alameda T i m e s - S t a r , 
Alameda, California, (no vol. ), July 13, 1928, p . 3, col . 5. 

47 Bureau of Business Education, The Objectives of and Majors in 
Bus iness Education, Bulletin No. C-5 , Sacramento , California, State 
Pr in t ing Office, 1929, 37 p . 



THE UPWARD AND DOWNWARD EXTENSION 92 

Meetings of Business Teacher s - - Dr . Kibby provided the ini t iat ive 

in calling specia l meet ings throughout the State and inviting many business 

48 
t e a c h e r s . Round table d iscuss ions were planned in most of the subject 

a r e a s of bus iness education. Teacher s were in te res ted in the development 

of office p r ac t i ce and co-opera t ion with bus iness offices as a means of in ­

c reas ing efficiency of s t enog raphe r s . 

Educational Influences - - Immediate ly following World. War I, the re 

was an enormous demand for college education. A t remendous i n c r e a s e in 

the school population, especia l ly at the secondary level and beyond, con t r i ­

buted to the development of junior col leges . 

Cur r i cu la for commerc i a l t eache r - t r a in ing w e r e st i l l in a format ive 

s tage , much of the var ia t ion being due to individual inst i tut ional r e q u i r e ­

ments r a the r than to known or supposed needs of the s tudents . 

Education was s t i l l s t rongly pupi l -cen te red , but there was m o r e of 

a tendency toward s tandardizat ion. The psychological tendencies had p r o b ­

ably the m o s t influence on method; the scientif ic , on subject m a t t e r ; and 

the sociological , on broadening the a im and at tempting to make education 

49 
a vehicle for improving inst i tut ional mach ine ry . 

48 , "California Conference", The Balance Sheet, Vol. 14, 
No. 8, Apr i l 1933, p . 372. 

49 Paul A. Monroe, Text Book in the His tory of Education, 
Macmil lan , London, 1905, p . 747. 
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Additional suppor t was given vocational education through federal 

funds and recognit ion of bus iness education by the National Education 

Associa t ion . 

In c o m m e r c i a l education, Dr . Weersing of the Univers i ty of Southern 

California, p red ic ted in 1929 that the t rend was away from the skil l subjects 

and in the d i rec t ion of the content subjec ts . He believed that in addition to 

the technical subjects the graduates needed to be equipped with a fundamental 

50 knowledge of bus iness p r inc ip l e s . 

2. The E r a of P rofess iona l Business Teacher Educat ion--1933-1949. 

The United States - - The upward extension of bus iness education 

beyond the secondary schools and the expansion to the college level pointed 

up the need for m o r e and bet ter qualified t eache r s of bus iness subjec ts . 

The F e d e r a l Income Tax Law, necess i ta ted by the cost of the World 

War I, gave a s t rong impetus to accounting ins t ruc t ion in pa r t i cu la r and 

probably was respons ib le for much of the popularizing of bus iness education 

51 
on the college level . The es tabl ishment of tax laws by 1933 s t a r t ed an 

50 F r e d e r i c k J . Weersing, "The Fu tu re of Secondary Commerc i a l 
Educat ion", The Balance Sheet, Vol. X, No. 6, F e b r u a r y 1929, p . 161-124. 

51 Edwin G. Knepper, A History of Business Education in the United 
S ta tes , Ann Arbor , Michigan, Edwards B r o t h e r s , 1941, p . 99. 
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evo lu t i on i n office p r o c e d u r e s . As ou r e c o n o m y g r e w , so did the o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n . C o m m e r c i a l s u b j e c t s o c c u p i e d a 

p l a c e i n the p r o g r a m of s t u d i e s s e c o n d only to E n g l i s h . The c o m m e r c i a l 

c u r r i c u l u m i n t r o d u c e d in to the h igh s c h o o l t h r i v e d and i t s p o p u l a r i t y w a s 

e x p l a i n e d by the g r o w t h of the c o m p l e x c o m m e r c i a l c i v i l i z a t i o n w h i c h r e q u i r e d 

52 
a l a r g e a m o u n t of c l e r i c a l s e r v i c e s . 

The s h o r t a g e of e m p l o y m e n t c a u s e d by t h e s e v e r e e c o n o m i c d e p r e s ­

s i o n of th i s p e r i o d p l a y e d an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n the d e v e l o p m e n t of b u s i n e s s 

e d u c a t i o n . Young p e o p l e w e r e s t a y i n g in s c h o o l l o n g e r a s j obs w e r e no t 

a v a i l a b l e e v e n a f t e r g r a d u a t i o n f r o m h igh s c h o o l . The b u s i n e s s c u r r i c u l a 

w e r e e x p a n d e d to i n c l u d e m o r e and m o r e g e n e r a l b u s i n e s s c o u r s e s a s t h e r e 

w a s a c h a n g e i n e m p h a s i s f r o m v o c a t i o n a l s p e c i a l i z a t i o n to e c o n o m i c p r o b ­

l e m s of t h e d e p r e s s i o n , c o n s u m e r e c o n o m i c s , and s o c i o - b u s i n e s s s u b j e c t s . 

53 
K e l l e y found t h a t a l m o s t fifty p e r cen t of the e n r o l l e e s i n p r i v a t e 

b u s i n e s s s c h o o l s had had p r e v i o u s b u s i n e s s t r a i n i n g , and the m a j o r i t y of 

b u s i n e s s s u b j e c t s w e r e be ing of fe red on a l e v e l of i n s t r u c t i o n above h igh 

s c h o o l . A l m o s t a l l of the e n r o l l e e s w e r e h igh s c h o o l g r a d u a t e s . 

T h e d e p r e s s i o n m a d e i t v e r y diff icul t to p l a c e the g r a d u a t e s of 

b u s i n e s s d e p a r t m e n t s who h a d s p e c i a l i z e d i n office s k i l l s . H o w e v e r , the 

52 G e o r g e C o u n t s , The S e n i o r High School C u r r i c u l u m , C h i c a g o , 
U n i v e r s i t y of C h i c a g o P r e s s , 1926, p . 92 , 122. 

53 K e l l e y , Op . C i t . , p . 334 . 
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academic graduate could not be placed ei ther and frequently re tu rned for 

pos t -g radua te work in the commerc i a l a r e a . 

Child labor laws , the res t r ic t ions of unions on the employment of 

chi ldren, the tendency of employers on their own account to avoid employing 

chi ldren, the pas sage of compulsory school at tendance l aws , have all s e rved 

to prevent young pe r sons from enter ing occupational life as ea r ly as was 

former ly poss ib le . 

The factors of i nc r ea sed s tandards of proficiency for employment , the 

highly specia l ized cha rac t e r of many business pos i t ions , the l a te r age at 

which i t is poss ib le for young pe r sons to s ecu re employment , and the u n c e r ­

taint ies of employment , had led many genera l and bus iness educators to doubt 

the value of vocational bus iness education in the p r o g r a m of the secondary 

54 school . 

The re was a consequent disposi t ion among c o m m e r c i a l educators to 

re lax the emphas is on vocational commerc i a l education and to place a new 

emphasis on consumer education as the p r i m a r y function of bus iness educa-

55 
tion. It was quest ioned whether a purely vocational objective in bus iness 

education in the high school was defensible in view of the fact that mos t 

54 Helen Reynolds, Handbook for Studying Bus iness Education, 
unpublished Ed. D. Thes i s , New York Univers i ty , 1939, p . 12. 

55 Knepper , Op. Cit. , p . 39. 
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students w e r e unable to be placed in jobs and enrolled in bus iness education 

p r o g r a m s in pos t -h igh schools , schools of c o m m e r c e and pr iva te bus iness 

schoo l s . 

Graham l is ted t rends in cu r r i cu l a of pa r t i cu l a r concern to bus iness 

t eache r education p r o g r a m s : 

a. The prospec t ive teacher should be made aware of the 
in t e r r e l a t ionsh ips among var ious cou r se s in ha rmony with the 
p r e s e n t - d a y t rend toward the building of fusion cour ses in 
var ious f ie lds . 

b . Because of the t rend toward the r equ i r emen t of m o r e 
soc ia l -bus iness subjec ts , the prospec t ive t eacher should be 
p r e p a r e d to teach these subjects in addition to the t echn ica l -
bus iness c o u r s e s . 

c. The t e a c h e r - i n - t r a i n i n g should p r e p a r e to teach cou r se s 
in office p r ac t i ce and bus iness machines and should plan to keep 
in touch with the demands of the bus iness world regarding such 
c o u r s e s . 

d. The prospec t ive teacher should be made aware of the 
r e su l t s of occupational studies and job analyses so that he may 
have a p a r t in the construct ion of differentiated cu r r i cu l a su i t ­
able to the demands of bus ine s s . 

During this pe r iod , bus iness t e ache r s approached a profess ional 

s tandard of p repa ra t ion and exhibited a profess ional att i tude toward education 

57 with an i n c r e a s e in the tendency to obtain bache lo r I s and m a s t e r ' s d e g r e e s . 

An inc reas ing number of bus iness t e ache r s w e r e involved in the acquis i t ion 

CO 

of some bus iness expe r i ence . A college degree had been requ i red in all 

56 G r a h a m , Op. C i t . , p . 75. 

57 Lois C r o s s , A Study of Trends in P r a c t i c e s in Bus iness Educat ion, 
unpublished P h . D. T h e s i s , New York Univers i ty L i b r a r y , 1943, Three Volumes , 
p . 387, 399. 

58 Ib id . , p . 389. 
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s ta tes for cer t i f ica t ion for c o m m e r c i a l teaching since 1939, and in s eve ra l 

59 
s t a t e s before 1939. 

Be t te r t e a c h e r s were the r e s u l t of m o r e people p repa r ing for the 

profess ion as the bus iness t eache r education p r o g r a m s w e r e upgraded. 

California - - The economic forces which brought about the depress ion 

of the ea r ly th i r t i e s affected the bus iness cu r r i cu l a in California. In fact, 

the change in emphas is to economics and the soc io -bus iness subjects was 

m o r e evident in the s ta te of Cal ifornia . Due to the ha rdsh ips of the d e p r e s ­

sion, re la ted subjects in the soc io -bus iness a r e a received i nc r ea sed at tention. 

Evidence indicates that i nc reased emphas is on courses such as consumer 

education led the way to the genera l education objective of bus iness education. 

With the i nc reased emphas is on post -high school t ra ining and the u p ­

grading of vocat ional bus iness education, g r e a t e r i n t e r e s t and r e s e a r c h w e r e 

concerned with job s tandards and job ana lys i s . The thi rd annual conference 

of the C . B . E . A . dealt with the need of a bus iness cu r r i cu lum that would keep 

6? 
pace with changing employment r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

59 Ib id . , p . 391. 

60 L . A . Rice , "Business Education Changes of a Quar t e r Century" , 
Bus iness Education World, Vol. 20, No. 1 and 2, September 1939, p . 14. 

61 Giordano, Op. C i t . , C . B . E . A . His to r ica l Meet ings, Tapes 1, 2, 3 , 4. 

62 California Business Education Associa t ion , 1935-36 F i l e , 
unpublished, on file in the C. B. E . A. Arch ives , Division of Bus ines s , San 
F r a n c i s c o State College, San F r a n c i s c o , Cal ifornia . 
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Once again California se t the pace for the Nation with the o rgan iza ­

tion of the second post -high school of c o m m e r c e . The Metropol i tan School 

of Bus iness was organized in F e b r u a r y , 1935, for the purpose of offering 

63 
in tensive bus iness education for pe r sons above high school age and g rade . 

The c u r r i c u l a w e r e occupational or iented and the work offered was c losely 

coordinated with bus iness offices and s to re s through the efforts of s ix full-

time staff coo rd ina to r s . 

A d i scern ib le t rend throughout the per iod 1919-1941 was the i n c r e a s -

64 ing cooperat ion between bus iness t eacher s and bus iness l e a d e r s . 

Education for bus iness in California took the ini t iat ive with co­

operat ive t ra in ing . Jus t as bus iness mus t adjust i tself to i t s m a r k e t , so 

bus iness education should keep a b r e a s t of changes in the employment 

65 
m a r k e t . 

California lagged behind the r e s t of the Country in the p repa ra t ion 

of bus iness t e a c h e r s , but under the l eadersh ip of Dr . Kibby, many p r o g r a m s 

were s t a r t ed at the s ta te colleges and un ive r s i t i e s . Considerable i n t e r e s t 

was focused on the future of the bus iness t eacher and this was ref lected in 

the improvemen t of bus iness teacher cer t i f icat ion. 

63 Strong, Op. Cit. , p . 158-159. 

64 C r o s s , Op. Cit. , p . 79. 

65 Ib id . , p . 25 . 
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Profess iona l Bus iness Teacher Associat ions - - The impac t of p r o ­

fess ional publicat ions and bus iness teacher assoc ia t ions continued into this 

per iod . Grea t e r emphas is on l eadersh ip and r e s e a r c h in bus iness education 

was promoted with the founding of Delta Pi Epsi lon, graduate honora ry 

f ra te rn i ty in bus iness education at New York Univers i ty in 1936. The f o r e ­

runner of Amer i can Business Education was published under the sponso r ­

ship of the National Commerc i a l Teacher s Federa t ion in 1937. 

The National Council of Business Schools was organized in 1943. A 

year l a t e r , the Amer i can Business Education Yearbook was published when 

the Joint Publ icat ions Commiss ion was es tabl ished in 1944, and the sepa ra t e 

yearbooks of the E a s t e r n Commerc ia l Teacher s Associat ion and the National 

Commerc ia l Teache r s Federa t ion were discontinued. 

The United Bus iness Education Associat ion was formed through a 

m e r g e r of the National Council for Business Education and the N . E . A. 

Depar tment of Business Education in Buffalo, New York, on July 1, 1946. 

With this m e r g e r , the p res t ige of being the oldest (1892) organizat ion of 

bus iness t eache r s in the United States together with the Depar tment Status 

of the National Education Associat ion were inher i ted from the N . E . A. 

Depar tment of Bus iness Education. 

66 Wanous, Op. C i t . , p . 58. 
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The Associa t ion was organized to promote bet ter bus iness education 

on nat ional , s t a t e , and local levels through a unified associa t ion of bus iness 

67 
t e a c h e r s . The f i r s t i s s u e of the Business Education F o r u m was published 

68 
in March of 1947 as the official publication of the Associa t ion . On July 6 

of the s a m e yea r , U . B . E . A . author ized two d iv i s ions - - the R e s e a r c h 

69 Foundation of U. B . E. A. and the U . B . E . A . Admin i s t r a to r s Division. 

The F e d e r a t e d Bus iness Teache r s Associa t ion of California, 1934-

1941 - - I ra W. Kibby, Chief of the Bureau of Business Education, called a 

State conference on bus iness education in F r e s n o on March 24, 1934. It 

was conducted with cooperat ion of the var ious c o m m e r c i a l t e a c h e r s ' a s s o c i a -

70 
tions of California. 

A second bus iness education conference was called by Dr . Kibby on 

Apr i l 13, 1935, at F r e s n o . It was at this meet ing that the organizat ion of 

the Fede ra t ed Business Teache r s Associa t ion of California was completed 

67 Kauz la r ich , Op. Cit. , p . 188. 

68 Wanous, Op. Cit. , p . 59. 

69 United Business Education Associa t ion, Minutes of the National 
Council Meeting at Cincinnati , 1947, Washington, D . C . , U . B . E . A . , 1947. 

70 California Business Education Associat ion, Executive Council 
Minutes 1933-34, unpublished, on file in the C. B. E . A. Arch ives , Division 
of B u s i n e s s , San F r a n c i s c o State College, a lso in the F r e s n o Bee, March 23, 
and M a r c h 25, 1934, p . 17, 38. 
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and a consti tut ion and by-laws adopted. The la te Mr . L. O. Culp was elected 

the f i rs t p r e s iden t . It was significant that Dr . Vier l ing K e r s e y , State 

Superintendent of Publ ic Ins t ruct ion and a fo rmer bus iness t eache r , was 

the chief speake r . Dr . K e r s e y had se rved for two y e a r s , 1913-15, as the 

f i r s t p re s iden t of the Los Angeles Section. 

During the ea r ly yea r s of S ta te organizat ion, a g rea t deal of effort 

was spent in at tempting to br ing about g r e a t e r unity to the loosely knit 

federat ion. 

During this per iod, the annual State convention was the highlight of 

bus iness act ivi ty . Some of the major topics included changing employment 

r e q u i r e m e n t s , bus iness e th ics , consumer education, office employment , 

r e s e a r c h in bus iness education, economic i l l i t e racy , job ana lys i s , soc io -

bus iness subjec ts , and the role of bus iness education in the national defense 

p r o g r a m . Pa r t i c ipa t ion of nationally-known l eade r s i n c r e a s e d the s t a tu re 

of p r o g r a m s . Conventions continued to be co-sponsored by the Bureau of 

Business Education and the C . B . E . A . 

The C . B . E . A . Bulletin was adopted as the official s ta te assoc ia t ion 

72 
organ, advancing profess ional bus iness education. Additional evidence 

71 Mary Alice Wittenberg, A Proposed F i v e - Y e a r P r o g r a m for the 
California Bus iness Education Associat ion, unpublished M a s t e r ' s Thes i s , 
Univers i ty of Southern California, Los Angeles , 1949, p . 25. 

72 California Business Education Associa t ion , 1935-36 F i l e , Op. Cit. 
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of profess ional growth and s t a tu re of the State Associat ion is ref lected by 

73 
"Model Objectives for Assoc ia t ions" , p r e p a r e d by the Southern Section of 

the C . B . E . A . to help unify and d i rec t the work of the sect ion. 

During the la te th i r t i es profess ional growth of the State bus iness 

t eacher assoc ia t ion was ref lected in the na ture of their p r o g r a m s and the 

national reputat ion of their s p e a k e r s . P r o g r a m s included Dr . E a r l Ba rnha r t 

of the U .S . Office of Education, Dr. E a r l Blackstone of the Univers i ty of 

Southern California, Dr . Edwin Lee of Columbia Univers i ty , Dr . Hamden 

L. Fo rkne r of Columbia Univers i ty , Dr . D. D. L e s s e n b e r r y of the Univers i ty 

of P i t t sburgh , P r o f e s s o r F r e d e r i c k G. Nichols of Harva rd Univers i ty , and 

Dr . J . Hugh Jackson of Stanford Univers i ty . 

Dr Fo rkne r bel ieved that bus iness education mus t not only educate 

youth for work, but m u s t a s s u m e the responsib i l i ty of placing students in 

i , 7 4 work . 

The World War II In te r im Pe r iod (1941-48) - - The war effort and 

demands on bus iness education focused m o r e attention on the vocational 

objective as manpower shor tages requ i red specific job t ra in ing . The 

73 Gali-far-nia Business Education Associa t ion, Executive Council 
Minutes, 1941-42, unpublished, on file in the C. B. E . A. Arch ives , Division 
of B u s i n e s s , San F r a n c i s c o State College, a lso in the Business Education 
World, Vol. XXII, No. 7, F e b r u a r y 1942, p . 504. 

74 California Business Education Associa t ion , Executive Council 
Minutes , 1939-40, unpublished, on file in the C. B. E . A. Arch ives , Division 
of B u s i n e s s , San F r a n c i s c o State College, San F r a n c i s c o , California. 
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i m p o r t a n c e of g e n e r a l e d u c a t i o n to b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n w a s e x p l a i n e d i n a 

s p e e c h d e l i v e r e d by D r . F r a n k N. F r e e m a n , Dean of E d u c a t i o n a t t he 

75 
U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a . With the end of the w a r , b u s i n e s s e d u c a t o r s 

t u r n e d t h e i r a t t e n t i o n to s u c h p r o b l e m s a s p o s t - w a r m a r k e t p r o b l e m s , 

t r e n d s and c h a n g e s i n C a l i f o r n i a ' s e m p l o y m e n t p a t t e r n , and t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s 

for e d u c a t i o n . T h e C . B . E . A . , a t th i s t i m e , vo ted to a f f i l ia te w i th the 

76 
N a t i o n a l Counc i l for B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n . 

A l though s o m e a c t i v i t i e s w e r e c u r t a i l e d due to the w a r , b u s i n e s s 

e d u c a t o r s r e - e v a l u a t e d t h e i r p r o g r a m s to b e t t e r m e e t the m a n p o w e r s h o r t ­

a g e s by s p e e d i n g up t r a i n i n g . 

D u r i n g t h e m o n t h of J u l y , 1944, R o b e r t G o r d o n S p r o u l , P r e s i d e n t 

of the U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , and W a l t e r D e x t e r , S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of P u b l i c 

I n s t r u c t i o n , C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t of E d u c a t i o n , appo in t ed a j o in t 

counc i l for v o c a t i o n a l t e a c h e r t r a i n i n g . A r e p o r t of t h i s a d v i s o r y counc i l 

had p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s for b u s i n e s s t e a c h e r e d u c a t i o n in the s t a t e of C a l i f o r n i a . 

S ince t h i s w a s a n e r a i n w h i c h s t r o n g v o c a t i o n a l b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n 

s c h o o l s w e r e i n e x i s t e n c e , new j u n i o r c o l l e g e s w e r e d e v e l o p e d w h i c h 

75 C a l i f o r n i a B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , E x e c u t i v e Counc i l 
M i n u t e s 1 9 4 1 - 4 2 , u n p u b l i s h e d , on fi le i n the C . B . E . A . A r c h i v e s , D i v i s i o n 
of B u s i n e s s , San F r a n c i s c o S ta te C o l l e g e , San F r a n c i s c o , C a l i f o r n i a . 

76 C a l i f o r n i a B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , E x e c u t i v e Counc i l 
M i n u t e s 1 9 4 3 - 4 4 , u n p u b l i s h e d , on fi le i n the C. B . E . A . A r c h i v e s , D i v i s i o n 
of B u s i n e s s , San F r a n c i s c o S ta t e C o l l e g e , San F r a n c i s c o , C a l i f o r n i a . 
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s t r e s s e d the genera l education value of bus iness education. Admin i s t r a to r s 

indicated they w e r e not in t e re s t ed in vocational bus iness education alone. It 

was felt that to make bus iness education m o r e genera l was to upgrade the 

subject a r e a . The high school level had vocational bus iness education as 

i t s p r i m a r y goal . 

During this per iod the pendulum swung towards the genera l education 

objective; however , World War II and the manpower shor tage placed the 

emphasis back on job t raining and fulfilled the vocational objective. "Essent ia l s 

77 of General Educat ion" s t r e s s e d that bus iness education mus t f i r s t be built 

upon a solid genera l education foundation. 

In 1947-48 the C . B . E . A . voted unanimously to affiliate with the 

United Business Education Associa t ion . On May 1, 1948, a specia l Execu­

tive Council meet ing decided to have Bay Section r e p r e s e n t the C*B„E. A. at 

the U. N. E . S . C. O. Meeting on May 14-15 in San F r a n c i s c o . 

The C . B . E . A . supported the F e d e r a l Aid Bill sponsored by the 

78 
N . E . A. Towards the end of the per iod, the vocational objectives of bus iness 

education w e r e being emphas ized . On Apri l 12, 1949, the Executive Council 

79 voted to affiliate with the California Teache r s Associa t ion . 

77 California Business Education Associa t ion , Executive Council 
Minutes 1941-42, Op. Cit. 

78 California Business Education Associa t ion , Executive Council 
Minutes 1947-48, unpublished, on file in the C. B. E . A. Arch ives , Division 
of B u s i n e s s , San F r a n c i s c o State College, San F r a n c i s c o , Cal i fornia . 

79 California Business Education Associa t ion , Executive Council 
Minutes 1948-49, unpublished, on file in the C . B . E . A . Arch ives , Division 
of B u s i n e s s , ban F r a n c i s c o State College, San F r a n c i s c o , Cal ifornia . 
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F e d e r a l Legis la t ion -« It was not until the George-Deen Act was 

passed by Congress in 1936, that federal aid was provided for the further 

development of bus iness education. 

The National Defense Training Act was passed in 1940. Six hundred 

fifty-five occupations w e r e specified in the official l i s t of occupations 

approved by the War Manpower Commiss ion for which vocational t ra ining 

for war product ion worke r s might be given when need for such training was 

81 
es tabl ished. Once again, bus iness occupations were not included in the 

l i s t . There fo re , no t ra ining for bus iness could be conducted under the 

t e r m s of the National Defense Training Act. However, the need for t raining 

in the field of office occupations became so g rea t , that a special grant for 

exper imenta l purposes was pe rmi t t ed by the War Manpower Comission, 

Division of Tra in ing, for the t ra ining of office w o r k e r s for the War Depar t ­

ment . Again, in September of 1942, s i m i l a r p r o g r a m s w e r e conducted. 

Supervision of the p r o g r a m s was under the Business Education Service of 

82 
the United States Office of Education. The amendment to the George-Deen 

Act, the George -Bardeen Act, was passed and approved by the P r e s i d e n t on 

August 1, 1946. 

80 George P- Sanger , "Edi tor" , United States Statutes at La rge , 
Boston, L i t t l e , Brown and Company, 1863, p . 115. 

81 F e d e r a l Securi ty Agency, War Product ion Occupations for 
Vocational Tra in ing , Washington, D . C . , r ev i sed 1942, p . v. 

82 Sanger , Op. Cit. , p . 775. 
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Throughout mos t of this per iod post-high school bus iness education 

had been emphas ized as much as profess ional business teacher education. 

The t remendous growth of education for bus iness and the subsequent need 

for additional, well-qualif ied t eache r s placed the p r i m a r y impor tance on 

the development of profess ional bus iness t eacher p r o g r a m s . Graduate level 

p r o g r a m s can be at t r ibuted to this per iod . 

Original ly the junior college had for i ts main purpose the p repa ra t ion 

of students for the four -yea r colleges and un ive r s i t i e s . As m o r e and m o r e 

students found i t difficult, if not imposs ib le , to obtain posi t ions , post-high 

school bus iness t raining became n e c e s s a r y as the upward extension of 

bus iness education r equ i red . It was apparent that very young people were 

d isappear ing from bus iness , the age l imit for beginners continued to r i s e , 

83 
and p lacement of high school graduates became increas ingly difficult. 

In addition, rapid changes in occupations made the need for further occupa-

84 
tional t ra ining m o r e urgent . 

The movement of the vocational bus iness courses to the post-high 

school level and the junior college in pa r t i cu la r was verified by r e s e a r c h . 

In every type of school genera l or broad education was predominant 

in the e a r l i e r yea r s of the course and d i rec t vocational education was 

85 
s t r e s s e d in l a te r y e a r s . 

83 Kelley, Op. Cit. , p . 4 3 . 

84 C r o s s , Op. Cit. , p . 34. 

85 Orvi l le C. P r a t t , "Trends in Business Education", The Business 
Educat ion World, Vol. 17, No. 5, J anua ry 1937, p . 321-324. 
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There was the tendency to teach the vocational tool subjects in the 

l a s t year of high school or even in the junior col lege. There was m o r e 

s t r e s s on non-vocat ional courses with social business cu r r i cu l a s t r e s s i n g 

consumer education. Business educators wri t ing of the en t i re per iod of 

this invest igat ion noted tendencies for vocational bus iness education to be 
Q n 

delayed until the pos t -h igh school y e a r s . 

One of the l eade r s of the junior college movement , Medsker , 

explained the upward extension of vocational bus iness education: 
There a r e people who take the point of view that in com­

munit ies which have junior colleges avai lable , vocational 
bus iness subjects should be offered only at the thi r teenth and 
fourteenth year leve l . The argument for this contention is 
based on a number of t rends including the r is ing age level of 
beginning employment resul t ing from inc reased re s t r i c t ions 
on child l abor , the competit ion of younger with older w o r k e r s , 
and the p re fe rence of employers general ly for more m a t u r e 
people . The fact that the per iod of g rea t e s t growth of the 
junior college has para l l e led the development of these t rends 
has made this inst i tut ion appear to be the logical place for 
vocational bus iness t raining if such training is to be given 
n e a r e s t to the employment age. 

Opposed to this belief a r e those who f irmly contend that 
vocational bus iness education has a place both in the high school 
and the junior college a r e a s ; that until the major i ty of high school 
pupils go on to junior college, vocational business training mus t 
not be omit ted from the high school . ° 

86 H.A. Tonne and Commit tee , "Trends and Fac to r s Affecting 
Cur r i cu lum Revision in Business Education of the School", E a s t e r n Com-
m e r c i a l Teache r s Associa t ion , Four teenth Yearbook, 1941, p . 25-74. 

87 Herman G. Ente r l ine , Trends of Thought in Business Education, 
Monograph 72, Cincinnati , South-Western , March 1949, p . 13. 

88 Leland L. Medsker , "In Junior Col leges" , Seventh Yearbook of 
the National Bus iness Teacher s Associat ion, P r o b l e m s and Issues in Business 
Educat ion, 1941, p . 39. 
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In many p a r t s of the Country, the high schools were doing an excellent 

job of t ra ining in bus iness education and mos t of the students did not go 

beyond the high school . The el imination of vocational bus iness t raining 

from the high schools as recommended by some educators was not justif ied. 

In California, one r e s e a r c h study in pa r t i cu la r substant iated high school 

vocational bus iness t ra in ing . DeBrum, in a compar ison between business 

offerings in the schools and the status of bus iness occupations, showed that 

the high schools in genera l provided adequate t raining for p repara t ion in 

• « . 8 9 s tenographic p u r s u i t s . 

Another school of thought opposed high school level education for 

b u s i n e s s . 

Upgrading of the age of beginning employment in bus iness has 

resu l ted in a demand that specific job t raining for bus iness be la rge ly r e l e ­

gated to the junior college level and that the secondary school l imi t i tself 

with the poss ib le exception of a twelfth year genera l p re -voca t iona l bus iness 

a 
education p r o g r a m . Thus far , this demand has not been rea l ized in p r a c t i c e . 

The above viewpoint, although not accepted widely, me t much opposi­

tion from all facets of education. A typical c r i t i c i s m w a s : 

89 S. Joseph DeBrum, Business Education in California Publ ic 
Secondary Schools , unpublished Ed. D. d i s se r ta t ion , Stanford Univers i ty , 
Pa lo Alto, California, 1948, p . 118. 

90 , Encyclopedia of Modern Education, Philosophy L i b r a r y 
of New York City, New York, Hubner, 1943, x v i -902 p . 
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This t rend toward a postponement of vocational education 
to the l a t e r schools is one of the mos t curious and inexplicable 
o c c u r r e n c e s in the h i s to ry of education. It does not make sense 
pedagogical ly, economical ly, social ly, or h i s to r ica l ly . It runs 
counter to the psychology and philosophy of education. It ignores 
al l the exper iences der ived from the operat ion of vocational 
guidance p r o g r a m s . It is cer ta in ly not justified by the d i s c u s ­
sions in the Yearbook. ' 

At the junior college level the business p r o g r a m was m o r e in harmony 

92 
with the occupational p i c tu re . With i nc r ea sed emphasis in genera l educa­

tion, bus iness educators need to take a m o r e active role in this movement 

so that the content that s e rves genera l education purposes will not be r e l e ­

gated to a subordinate posi t ion. 

More attention should be given to the whole p rob lem of ar t icula t ion 

93 
in bus iness education. The l i t e r a t u r e in bus iness education includes much 

d iscuss ion on "what ought to be done" on this problem of student select ion, 

94 but r e p o r t s of r e s e a r c h and p ragmat i c action a r e indeed f ragmentary . 

Educational Influences - - Economic forces of the depress ion coupled 

with r e su l t an t bus iness p rac t i ces had a definite bear ing on the upward exten­

sion of bus iness education. Since these factors defer red employment and 

91 Frank l in J . Kel le r , "The Dynamics of Vocational Education", 
For ty -Second Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education, 
P a r t I, Bloomington, I l l inois , Publ ic School Publishing Company, 1943, p . 476. 

92 DeBrum, Op. Cit. , p . 126. 

93 Ib id . , p . 128. 

94 Ib id . , p . 129. 
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en t rance to occupational l ife, i t was na tura l for young people to s tay in 

school longer . This gave r i s e to the es tab l i shment of many post -h igh 

schools , high schools of c o m m e r c e and the junior college movement . 

The bus iness cu r r i cu l a were occupationally oriented and co-opera t ion 

between bus iness t eache r s and bus inessmen influenced the p r o g r a m s . Co­

operat ive occupational t ra ining p r o g r a m s were ini t iated and with the impetus 

of the George-Deen Act of 1937 g rea t s t r ides were taken. P a r t - t i m e co­

operat ive t ra ining in d is t r ibut ive occupations and s e c r e t a r i a l t ra ining was 

95 
an outstanding development of this per iod . 

Towards the end of the per iod, specia l ized high schools of c o m m e r c e 

declined in number as bus iness education grew in the comprehens ive high 

school . 

The upward extension of vocational bus iness education placed the 

emphasis of t e r m i n a l or semi -p ro fess iona l education in the junior col lege. 

96 DeBrum identified t e rmina l or semi -p ro fess iona l education as t raining 

which is specif ical ly for those students who do not anticipate further t ra ining 

beyond the junior college and d e s i r e a diploma ei ther in genera l , cul tura l , 

or technical vocational education. He found that of the total t e rmina l en ro l l ­

ment , over one- th i rd , 34.9 per cent, was in bus iness education. 

95 C r o s s , Op. Cit. , p . 212. 

96 S. Joseph DeBrum, Termina l Business Education in the Junior 
Colleges of the United Sta tes , unpublished M.A. Thes i s , Stanford Univers i ty , 
Pa lo Alto, California, 1941, p . 10. 
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The changing economic concepts and psychological influences of the 

per iod placed m o r e emphas is on the guidance and counseling p r o g r a m s . 

Although there was a definite i n c r e a s e in the es tabl ishment of guidance 

p r o g r a m s , the concept of guidance had not kept pace with the grea t i n c r e a s e 

97 in the number of occupations avai lable to bus iness s tudents . 

In California, which led the Nation in the development of junior 

col leges , and throughout the Nation, vocat ional- technical p r o g r a m s 

developed along with excellent l i be ra l a r t s and genera l education p r o g r a m s . 

98 
DeBrum found that bus iness education in the junior college was m o r e in 

ha rmony with actual bus iness needs . This was no doubt t rue because the 

junior college me t local needs with a flexible p r o g r a m . P rac t i c a l l y every 

study dealing with the purposes of the junior college emphasized the i m p o r ­

tance of adapting the p r o g r a m to the community in which the junior college 

99 was located. 

Although the re is cons iderable overlapping of the educational i n s t i ­

tutions mos t p rominan t in any one per iod, i t was self-evident that the next 

per iod would be dominated by the junior college movement . 

97 C r o s s , Op. Cit . , p . 255-260. 

98 DeBrum, Op. Cit. , Te rmina l Business Education in the Junior 
Colleges of the United Sta tes , p . 118. 

99 McKee F i sk , "The Junior College Business Cur r i cu lum" , The 
Bus iness Cur r i cu lum, Sixth Yearbook (1940) of the National Commerc i a l 
T e a c h e r s Fede ra t ion , p . 87. 
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3. The Impetus of the Jun io r /Communi ty College Movement, 1949-1965. 

The demand for m o r e m a t u r e graduates for ini t ia l employment had 

i n c r e a s e d the need for th i r teenth and fourteenth year p r o g r a m s in bus iness 

education. Strong repor ted that there was a definite t rend toward junior 

college organizat ion in bus iness education to satisfy the need for an extension 

of the p r e s e n t school organizat ion. 

Secondary education mus t face square ly the fact that p repa ra t ion for 

living includes the task of p repa ra t ion for employment , not n e c e s s a r i l y l i fe­

time employment , but ini t ia l employment . P r e p a r a t i o n for in i t ia l employment 

101 
should be a bas ic e lement of our democra t i c s t ruc tu re of education. With 

the upward extension of vocat ional - technical p r o g r a m s , the role of the high 

school may be the p re -voca t iona l objective. 

The re la t ionship of technological change to occupational dis t r ibut ion 

had an impor tan t educational impl ica t ion. The exis tence of technological 

changes had an impor tan t bear ing on the question of the content of p r o g r a m s 

102 
offered by the schoo l s . 

100 Strong, Op. Cit. , p . 331. 

101 Thomas L. Norton, Public Education and Economic T r e n d s , The 
Commit tee on Publ ica t ions , Harva rd Universi ty , Graduate School of Education, 
Cambr idge , Massachuse t t s , 1939, p . 26. 

102 Ibid. , p . 114-115. 
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The re was much evidence that 'kn inc reas ing number of employers w e r e 

demanding a high school education for jobs which fo rmer ly were filled by 

"103 
those with l e s s educational background. 

In the a r e a of bus iness education,"the rapidly expanding use of e lec t ronic 

data p rocess ing equipment and other innovations will change the occupational 

pa t t e rns in bus iness and affect the bus iness cu r r i cu l a . The development 

of bus iness data p r o g r a m s took place on the junior college level , and p r o ­

vided the g r e a t e s t change in the t radi t ional bus iness education p r o g r a m . 

F r o m the junior college the p r o g r a m s expanded upward into the four-year 

schools and downward into the public high schools . 

In 1922, the re w e r e 207 junior colleges and at the beginning of this 

105 
per iod the number had i n c r e a s e d to 634 such ins t i tu t ions . Lomax r e p o r t s 

that in the United States in 1956'one out of every th ree colleges was a junior 

n " 1 0 6 
col lege. 

103 Ewan Clague, Effects of Technological Change on Occupational 
Employment P a t t e r n s in the United Sta tes , Mimeographed Report , Conference 
on the Manpower Implicat ions of Automation Organizat ion for Economic Co­
ope ra t ion and Development, Washington, D . C . , U . S . Government Pr in t ing 
Office, December 8, 1964, p . 22. 

104 Ibid. , p . 14-15. 

105 Pau l S. Lomax, "An Inventory of Fac t s and F igures in Educat ion", 
A m e r i c a n Bus iness Education Yearbook, Vol. XJU, 1956, p . 4 - 5 . 

106 Ibid. , p . 5. 
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Miss i s s ipp i was recognized as having one of the f i r s t well-planned 

107 
s ta te -wide sy s t ems of junior co l leges . In 1957 i t was predicted that the 

future growth and development of the junior /communi ty college was probably 

108 
s t i l l in the future. Today's s ta t i s t i cs bear out this predic t ion . Fifty new 

two-year co l leges , mos t of them publicly supported ins t i tu t ions , opened in 

18 s ta tes in the fall of 1965, according to information gathered by the A m e r ­

ican Associa t ion of Junior Col leges . Opening of the new colleges br ings to 

780 the total number of two-year inst i tut ions now in operat ion in this 

109 
country. 

It was during this l a te r period that the age-old con t roversy asto the 

p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education received considerable attention from 

many channels along the spec t rum of education. F o r yea r s the vocational 

objective had been challenged, but never se r ious ly . During the previous 

per iod, many non-vocat ional subjects were add.ed to bus iness curricula, thus 

changing the very nature of bus iness education. The continued upward exten­

sion of the vocational bus iness subjects affected the function of bus iness educa­

tion on the secondary leve l . Most of the r e s e a r c h during the period considered 

107 J e s s e P . Bogue, "Junior Col leges" , Education for Business Beyond 
High School, The Amer i can Business Education Yearbook, Vol. 14, 1957, p . 299. 

108 Dorothy E. Lee , "His tor ica l Development F r o m Colonial T i m e s " , 
Educat ion for Bus iness Beyond High School, The Amer ican Business Education 
Yearbook, Vol. 14, 1957, p . 28. 

109 , "Fifty New Junior Colleges Open in 18 S ta t e s " , Junior 
College Jou rna l , Vol. 36, No. 3, November 1965, p . 42. 
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levels of ins t ruc t ion sepa ra t e ly and often t imes with independent object ives . 

Objectives of the t raining p r o g r a m on each level should be geared to the 

cor responding level of employment . 

In California, where the junior college movement was well underway 

and p r o g r e s s i n g rapidly, the impor tance of i ts role in education for bus iness 

was c lea r ly defined in one of the f i r s t publications by the Bureau of Business 

Education under the new Chief, Dr. William Blackler , Publ icat ion No. 45, 

"Structure of Vocational Business Education Cur r i cu lum in Public Junior 

Colleges of Cal i fornia" . The impor tance of the vocational objective was 

s t r e s s e d . In 1950, the Executive Council of the C . B . E . A . affiliated with 

111 
the C . C . V . A. - - the Council of California Vocational Assoc ia t ions . 

Up to this t ime , the vocational objective was paramount in the bus iness 

cu r r i cu l a throughout the State although the impor tance of the ro le of genera l 

education and the responsib i l i ty of bus iness t eache r s had been made c lear 

as ea r ly as 1929. 

P ro fess iona l wri t ings in the C . B . E . A . Bulletins indicated a t rend 

towards the genera l education objective. Concern for economic education 

also was s t r e s s e d by the C . B . E . A . Executive Council mee t ings . 

110 California Business Education Associa t ion, Executive Council 
Minutes , 1949-50, unpublished, on file in the C . B . E . A . Arch ives , Division 
of B u s i n e s s , San F r a n c i s c o State College, San F r a n c i s c o , California. 

I l l Ibid. 
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The 1951 convention s t r e s s e d bus iness and economic life by bus iness 

l e ade r s in the community . The executive council appointed a commit tee to 

study the place of bus iness education in the genera l education p ic ture in 

112 
Cal i fornia . 

A study of the contributions which vocational bus iness education makes 

to the goals of genera l education was made by the Bureau of Business Educa­

tion. The mos t frequent contributions of vocational bus iness education w e r e 

stated as (1) Pe r sona l i t y development; (2) Self-confidence through skil l 

development; (3) Cooperat ive living through learning exper i ences ; (4) Speaking, 

wri t ing, typewrit ing and a r i thmet i c sk i l l s ; (5) Skillful t eacher s of vocational 

113 
bus iness education provide opportunit ies for genera l education. 

More emphas is was given the role of genera l education by the C . B . E . A . 

Executive Council with i ts r epo r t in 1953. The r e po r t of the General Education 

Commit tee brought about a d i scuss ion of i t s objectives and p r o c e d u r e s . The 

objectives of the commit tee w e r e : 

1. To br ing about in bus iness education i n c r e a s e d feeling of a 
need on the p a r t of bus iness educators for m o r e genera l 
educat ion. Business educators have a responsibi l i ty for 
gene ra l education. 

112 California Business Education Associa t ion, Executive Council 
Minutes , 1950-51, unpublished, on file in the C . B . E . A . Arch ives , Division 
of B u s i n e s s , San F r a n c i s c o State College, San F r a n c i s c o , Cal ifornia . 

113 California Bus iness Education Associa t ion, Report of Commit tee to 
Show Rela t ionship of Business Education to General Education, Mimeographed 
Repor t , on file in the C . B . E . A . Arch ives , Division of Bus ines s , San F r a n c i s c o 
State Col lege, Apr i l 7, 1952, 8 p . 
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2. To s t imula te d e s i r e on the pa r t of students to take m o r e 
gene ra l e d u c a t i o n , l - ^ 

Commiss ion on Business in General Education - C . B . E . A . - - The 

i n c r e a s e d respons ib i l i ty to genera l education was culminated in the 195 6 

r epo r t of the Commiss ion on Business in General Education. A bas ic philosophy 

and a s e r i e s of objectives of the Commiss ion w e r e formulated by m e m b e r s of 

the Commiss ion including a r ep resen ta t ive from each sect ion of the C . B . E . A . , 

consultants f rom the Bureau of Business Education, and other leading bus iness 

educa to r s : 

1. To study the place of the bus iness t eacher in genera l 
education. 

2. To de t e rmine to what extent bus iness knowledge is 
contributing to genera l education. 

3. To de te rmine to what extent bus iness knowledge can 
contr ibute to genera l education where i t is not now 
doing so . 

4 . To faci l i tate the t ra ining of t e a c h e r s , i n - s e r v i c e and 
p r e - s e r v i c e , for genera l bus iness education. 

5. To a s s i s t in the development of teaching methods and 
m a t e r i a l s . 

6. To p romote be t te r unders tanding between a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , 
cu r r i cu lum d i r e c t o r s , counselors and bus iness t e a c h e r s . 

7. To s t imula te and encourage the various sect ions of 
C . B . E . A . to develop work sess ions and action p r o g r a m s 

1 1 K 

on bus iness and genera l education. 

114 California Business Education Associa t ion, 1952-53 F i l e , unpublished, 
on file in the C . B . E . A . Arch ives , Division of Bus iness , San F ranc i sco State 
College, San F r a n c i s c o , California. 

115 California Bus iness Education Associat ion, Commiss ion on Business 
in Genera l Educat ion, Mimeographed Report , 1955-56, on file in the C . B . E . A . 
Arch ives , Division of Bus ines s , San F r a n c i s c o State College, 7 p . 
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After cons iderable study, r e s e a r c h , and d iscuss ion , r e -a l ignment of 

the C o m m i s s i o n ' s objectives was recommended into p r i m a r y and secondary 

objectives designed to improve ins t ruc t ion of bus iness within the genera l 

educational f ramework . 

Even with the added emphas is in genera l education, the vocational a r e a 

was not neglected as noted by the act ivi t ies and prob lems of the C . B . E . A . 

during the ea r ly p a r t of this per iod . Such topics as "Job Opportuni t ies , " 

"Labor Management Rela t ions , " "Training For Efficiency in Business Educa­

tion, •' "Training Techniques In Industry , " and "What Can We Do To Improve 

The Two-Way Flow Of Information Between The Schools And Bus ines s , " 

were d i scussed . Many of the par t ic ipants were bus inessmen . Two major 

a d d r e s s e s dealt with "Business Education and Bus ines s , " and "P rob l ems of 

Vocational Education in California. " P rominen t speakers included Dr . Pau l A. 

Car l son , Dr . J Marsha l l Hanna, and Dr. D. D. L e s s e n b e r r y . 

In Apr i l , 1956, twelve bus iness educators from var ious pa r t s of the 

country m e t in New York City at a Consensus Conference. They agreed that 

the en t i re a r e a of non-vocat ional business education should be called "Basic 

Bus iness Educat ion. " The ent i re a r ea of these re la ted courses was called 

Social Bus iness because of i ts re la t ion to the social s c i ences . 

116 Gladys Bahr , " F r o m Specific Business Training to General Educa-
t i o n - - T h a t ' s the Bas ic Business Story" , in 100 Years in Business Education, 
U . B . E . A . F o r u m , Centennial I s s u e , United Business Education Associa t ion, 
1957, p . 27-
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In 1958, California had 85,000 students enrolled in the junior colleges 

117 
and approximate ly 300,000 a r e forecas t by 1975. In California, the 

College of the Redwoods opened, bringing the total number of junior colleges 

118 
in that s ta te to 80. 

The ea r ly yea r s of the Jun io r /Communi ty College Per iod placed con­

s iderab ly m o r e emphasis on the genera l education objective. The upward 

extension of vocational bus iness education into the two-year college was 

respons ib le for the inc reased emphasis on genera l education objectives on 

the high school level . Support was given the genera l education objective 

when the C . B . E . A . Executive Council p ro tes ted the placement of bus iness 

education exclusively under vocational education in a le t te r to U .S . Com­

mis s ione r of Education, Samuel Brownel l . 

Resolutions - - The s t ronges t support to vocational bus iness education 

during this per iod was reflected in resolut ions approved by the C . B . E . A . 

Executive Council . Resolutions passed by the Executive Council, March , 

1953: 

117 California State Depar tment of Education, A Master P lan for 
Higher Education in California, 1960-1975, p repa red for the Liaison Commit tee 
for the State Board of Education and the Regents of the Univers i ty of California, 
Sac ramen to , the Depar tment , F e b r u a r y I960, 23 p . 

118 , "Fifty New Junior Colleges Open in 18 S ta tes" , Junior 
College Jou rna l , Vol. 36, No. 3, November 1965, p . 42. 
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1. Support for the Amer ican Vocational Associa t ion; 
2 . Bus iness teaching r ec ru i tmen t ; 
3. C i t i zens ' adv isory commi t t ee s , and 
4 . Re -e s t ab l i shmen t of the bus iness education se rv ice of the 

U .S . Office of Educat ion. U 9 

Emphas i s on the vocational objectives continued the following year by 

resolut ions passed by the Executive Council, Apr i l , 1954: 

1. C . B . E . A . support of superv ised off-campus work exper ience ; 
2. Es tab l i shment of an organized p lacement and follow-up 

s e r v i c e ; 
3. Grea t e r emphas is upon bus iness -economic education for 

al l s tudents in California secondary schools , and 
4. P rov i s ion for s e rv i ce c red i t to t eacher s who have bona 

fide bus iness exper ience . 

C . B . E . A . resolut ions approved by the Executive Council in 1958 

included: 

1. Accepting the responsibi l i ty for p repar ing bus iness 
students to mee t the challenges of modern bus iness ; 

2. Favored united action to s ecu re the es tab l i shment of 
additional s u p e r v i s o r s of business education in city and 
county school d i s t r i c t s in California; 

3. Encouraged secondary schools to develop further their 
offerings in re ta i l ing , merchandis ing , sel l ing, and 
c l e r i ca l pos i t ions ; 

4 . Encouraged schools to conduct follow-up studies of 
bus iness students for the improvement of bus iness educa­
tion in California, and 

5. Encouraged bus iness t eache r s to inform counselors of 
121 t ra in ing needs in b u s i n e s s . 

119 California Bus iness Education Associat ion, "Executive Council Minutes ", 
1952-53, unpublished, on file in C. B . E . A. Arch ives , San F r a n c i s c o State College. 

120 California Bus iness Education Associa t ion , "Executive Council Minutes", 
1953-54, unpublished, on file i n C . B . E » A . Arch ives , San F r a n c i s c o State College. 

121 California Bus iness Education Associa t ion, "Executive Council Minutes", 
1957-58, unpublished, on file i n C . B . E . A . Arch ives , San F r a n c i s c o State College. 
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The resolut ions approved by the Executive Council we re further ind ica­

tions of the wil l ingness of the C . B . E . A . to mee t the challenges of the future. 

P ro fes s iona l Associa t ions - - During this e r a the C . B . E . A . affiliated 

with the United Bus iness Education Associat ion and the Western Region, 

Wes te rn Bus iness Education Associa t ion . Their f i r s t joint-convention was 

122 
held on Apr i l 7-8, 1952 in Oakland. In the Spring Executive Council m e e t ­

ing of 1961, m e m b e r s approved C . B . E . A . affiliation with the Amer ican 

123 
Vocational Associa t ion . 

The Society for Automation in Business Education was formed in I960 

to br ing bus iness t eache r s of all levels and a r e a s of ins t ruc t ion , data about 

124 
bus iness automation that would affect ins t ruc t ional p r o g r a m s . 

The National Bus iness Education Associat ion - - The plan for national 

unity in bus iness education became effective on July 1, 1962. At that t ime , 

m e m b e r s h i p in the National Business Education Associa t ion and the five 

Regional Associa t ions became unified to p r e sen t a "United F ron t for Business 

E d u c a t i o n . " As an affiliate of N . B . E . A . , California has shown i ts coopera ­

tion in the p r o g r a m s and act ivi t ies of the N . B . E . A. and i ts wes t e rn regional 

a s s o c i a t i o n - - W . B . E . A. 

122 California Business Education Associat ion, "Executive Council Minutes', ' 
1951-52, unpublished, on file in C. B . E . A . Arch ives , San F r a n c i s c o State Col lege. 

123 California Business Education Associat ion, "Executive Council Minutes',1 

1960-61, unpublished, on file i n C . B . E . A . Arch ives , San F r a n c i s c o State College. 

124 Ibid. 
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The Internat ional F lavor - - An official delegate was authorized to the 

Internat ional Society for Business Education at the 1951 convention in New 

York and the 1953 convention in A m s t e r d a m . A number of the C . B . E . A . 

p r o g r a m s featured bus iness education in foreign coun t r i e s . One major 

add re s s by Mark Nichols , State Di rec to r of Vocational Education, Utah, 

125 
was t i t led, "Vocational Education Inside Russ ia . " 

P ro fes s iona l Activi t ies - - An award to an outstanding c l a s s r o o m 

bus iness education t eache r was proposed to s t imula te be t ter teaching. Still 

further recognit ion of profess iona l bus iness education was the added empha­

sis to the p rob lem of t eacher r e c r u i t m e n t . A profess ional advisory commit tee 

once again brought c lose r unity between the Bureau of Business Education 

and the C . B . E . A . 

Fund for the Advancement of Business Education - - F . A . B . E . r e p r e ­

sents the ini t ia l designation for the Fund for the Advancement of Business 

Education, Inc . , a c r e a t u r e of C . B . E . A . It was formed in 1959 by resolut ion 

of the State Executive Board and had been formal ly incorpora ted as a non-
126 

profit educational corpora t ion in the State of California. 

125 California Business Education Associa t ion, 'Business Education in 
the Space Age" 26th Annual C . B . E . A . Convention P r o g r a m , San Diego, 
March 25-27 , 1961, Official Convention P r o g r a m s , on file in the C . B . E . A . 
A r c h i v e s , Division of Bus ines s , San F r a n c i s c o State College, p . 4 . 

126 California Bus iness Education Associa t ion, Fund F o r The Advance­
ment of Bus iness Education, 1959-1965, on file in the C . B . E . A . Arch ives , 
Division of B u s i n e s s , San F r a n c i s c o State College. 
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The purpose of F . A . B . E . is to implement r e s e a r c h and develop 

ins t ruc t iona l m a t e r i a l s which will a s s i s t in the improvement of bus iness 

education. It acts both as a solici t ing agency for projec t funds and as a 

rec ip ient consultant organizat ion. All pro jec t work is completed by C . B . E . A . 

m e m b e r s and they a r e paid requis i te profess ional compensat ion for al l work 

done. It can a s s i s t sect ions both in implement ing and financing r e s e a r c h 

work . F . A . B . E . was originated by the C . B . E . A . It is a unique accompl i sh ­

ment as a " f i r s t " among s ta te profess ional business education a s soc ia t ions . 

F . A . B . E . - C . B . E . A . Study Sess ion, Bakersf ie ld , March 11-12, 1%1 - -

This workshop stands out among many worthwhile projec ts as one of the mos t 

outstanding contributions to the poss ib le solutions of some of the p rob lems in 

bus iness education. Dr . McKee F isk , Head of the Division of Business at 

127 
F r e s n o State College, s e rved as P ro j ec t Di rec tor and Discuss ion L e a d e r . 

Bus iness education l e a d e r s throughout the State of California and from all 

levels of teaching w e r e invited to par t ic ipa te with the C . B . E . A . Executive 

Council. 

Twenty-five bus iness education theorems were formalized in an a t tempt 

to reso lve the i s s u e : "To what extent can we agree on bas ic definitions and 

t h e o r e m s about Bus iness Education for use as the bas is for a consis tent 

127 California Bus iness Education Associa t ion, F . A. B . E . - C . B . E . A. 

Study Sess ion , Bakersf ie ld , March 11-12, 1961, on file in the C . B . E . A . 
A r c h i v e s , Division of B u s i n e s s , San F ra nc i s c o State College. 
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posit ion in our dealing both in and out of the p r o f e s s i o n ? " Additional d iscuss ion 

revolved around th ree bas ic top ics : ( 1) The re la t ionship of Business Education 

to other Vocational A r e a s , (2) The re la t ionship of Business Education to 

General Education and " a c a d e m i c " a r e a s , (3) Communicat ion concerning the 

achievements of Bus iness Education. More emphas i s , i t was concluded, 

should be placed on the implementa t ion of the pr inc ip les developed at this 

meet ing . 

C . B . E . A . Credent ia l and Legis la t ive Activi t ies - - P roposed changes in 

the credent ia l ing s t r uc tu r e that se r ious ly affected business teacher education 

brought unified action to the i s s u e . A business education sub-commi t tee was 

es tabl ished to work with the California State Centra l Coordinating Commit tee 

on credent ia l r ev i s ion . The "battle of c r e d e n t i a l s " can best be summed up in 

th ree p h a s e s : 

1. 60 -61 . C. B . E . A . was r ep re sen t ed at all levels of govern­
men t hea r ings , Associat ion Commit tee mee t ings , 
leg is la t ive action p r o g r a m s , and college cu r r i cu lum 
d i s cus s ions . 

2 . 61-62. C. B . E . A. was ins t rumenta l in bringing about many 
changes in Senate Bill 57- -The F i s h e r B i l l - - r e su l t ing 
in a l ess " o p p r e s s i v e " bi l l . 

62-63 . In P h a s e 2, despi te a year of d iscuss ion and r e c o m ­
mendat ions to State Centra l Coordinating Commit tee , 
the State Board of Education adopted i ts own proposed 
credent ia l s t r u c t u r e . 

3. 63-64. P h a s e 3 continued as C . B . E . A . Public Relations and 
Legis la t ive Activi t ies Commit tee met with s ta te 
col leges and the Credent ia l Office to se t min imum 

128 s t a n d a r d s . 

128 Alber t Giordano, The C . B . E . A . Story, The California Bus iness 
Educat ion Assoc ia t ion , San F r a n c i s c o , May 1965, 16 p . 
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Impact of F e d e r a l Legis la t ion on Vocational Business Education - -

The George -Ba rden Act, passed in 1936, provided for the further develop­

ment of d is t r ibut ive education. The National Defense Education Act, 

Title III, f o rmer ly Tit le VIII, of the George-Barden Act, made provis ion 

for the t ra in ing of highly skil led technic ians . This act gave the impetus to 

129 
the bus iness data p rocess ing a r e a . 

California was the f i r s t s ta te in the Nation to develop exper imenta l 

p r o g r a m s in bus iness data p rocess ing under the National Defense Education 

130 
Act. 

The la te P r e s i d e n t Kennedy, in his m e s s a g e to Congress , F e b r u a r y 2 0 , 

1961, said: 

The National Vocational Education ac t s , f i r s t enacted by the 
Congress in 1917, and subsequently amended, have provided a 
p r o g r a m of t ra ining for indus t ry , ag r i cu l tu re , and other occu­
pational a r e a s . The bas ic purpose of our vocational education 
effort is sound and sufficiently broad to provide a bas i s for 
meet ing future needs . However, the technological changes 
which have occur red in all occupations call for a review and 
re -eva lua t ion of these ac t s , with a view toward thei r m o d e r n i ­
zat ion. 

129 Lee Baldwin, "Funds Available to Junior Colleges for Data 
P r o c e s s i n g P r o g r a m s " , C . B . E . A . Bulletin, Vol. 16, No. 3, F e b r u a r y , 
1959, p . 2. 

130 , "Technical Bus iness Education in the Junior Col leges" , 
C . B . E . A . Bulletin, Vol. 18, No. 1, October I960, p . 4 . 
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To that end, I am request ing the S e c r e t a r y of Health, 
Education and Welfare to convene an advisory body drawn 
from the educational profess ion , l abor , indus t ry , and 
a g r i c u l t u r e , as well as the lay public, together with r e p r e ­
senta t ives from the Depar tments of Agr icu l tu re and Labor , 
to be charged with the responsibi l i ty of reviewing and evalu­
ating the c u r r e n t National Vocational Education Ac ts , and 
making recommenda t ions for improving and red i rec t ing the 
p r o g r a m . 

The Manpower Development and Training Act of 1962 - - P r e s i d e n t 

John F . Kennedy, on March 15, 1962, approved the legis la t ion which au to­

mat ica l ly became Publ ic Law 87-415, "Manpower Development and Training 

Act of 1962". The p r i m a r y purpose of the Act was to a l levia te unemployment 

by conducting studies of changing pa t te rns of jobs and identification of c u r r e n t 

and prospec t ive manpower s h o r t a g e s . The bas ic provis ions of the Act p r o ­

vided for r e i m b u r s e m e n t of expenditures for re t ra in ing of w o r k e r s . Training 

p r o g r a m s w e r e designed to p r e p a r e w o r k e r s for immedia te employment in 

132 
specific j obs . Training under this act was designed to provide w o r k e r s 

with new ski l ls whe re needed, to upgrade their p r e sen t sk i l l s , and to mee t 

the job needs of w o r k e r s displaced by automation, technological change, 

131 R. C. Van Wagenen, Business Education and Technological 
Change, Mimeographed Report , California State Depar tment of Education, 
Bureau of Bus iness Education, September 1964, 12 p . 

132 R. C. Van Wagenen, "Manpower Development and Training Act 
of 1962, Implicat ions for Business Education", C . B . E . A . Bulletin, Vol. 19, 
No. 4, June 1962, p . 6. 
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133 geographic re locat ion of indus t ry , and other shifts in the labor m a r k e t . 

Approximate ly one-half of the worke r s in the California labor field force a r e 

in bus iness occupat ions . 

The Vocational Education Act of 1963 - - The financial support under 

this leg is la t ion has been a g rea t s t imulus for the development of bus iness 

, . . . 134 occupational t r a in ing . 

The Vocational Education Act of 1963--Publ ic Law 88-210 identified 

as the Pe rk in s Bil l , HR 4955, was formulated and developed with the support 

of the la te John F . Kennedy and was signed into law by P r e s i d e n t Johnson. 

The purpose of the law was to t r a in for gainful employment , and embraced 

135 
all occupat ions, including bus iness and office occupat ions. National bus i ­

ness education l e a d e r s , through the unified National Business Education 

Associat ion, r e p r e s e n t e d education for bus iness well , and finally bus iness 

education was recognized and rewarded for i ts contribution to vocational 

• 1 3 6 
education. 

133 R. C. Van Wagenen, Vocational Business Education in California, 
A P r o g r e s s Repor t , California State Depar tment of Education, Bureau of 
Business Educat ion, 1950-64, p . 5. 

134 I b i d . , p . 4 . 

135 R. C. Van Wagenen, "Business Education and The Vocational 
Education Act of 1963", C . B . E . A . Bulletin, Vol. 21 , No. 3, March 1964, p . 7, 10, 

136 Wesley Smith, "Magna Char ta for Vocational Educat ion", C . B . E . A . 
Bullet in, Vol . 2 1 , No. 4, May 1964, p . 1, 6, 7. 
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The Vocational Education Act of 1963 made provis ion for work study 

p r o g r a m s and res iden t ia l schools ; r e s e a r c h and exper imentat ion; and a 

number of anc i l l i a ry s e r v i c e s . The purpose of the Act was ' to authorize 

federa l g ran ts to s ta tes to a s s i s t them to mainta in , extend, and improve 

existing p r o g r a m s , to develop new p r o g r a m s of vocational education and to 

"137 
provide p a r t - t i m e employment for youths. 

Typical of the support for the inclusion of bus iness education under 

the umbre l l a of the Vocational Education Act was the s ta tement of Senator 

Huber t H. Humphrey of Minnesota, now Vice-Pres iden t of the United Sta tes : 

Some change in the emphasis of vocational education is long 
overdue . . . Much of our recen t effort has not been di rected 
toward the a r e a s of p r i m a r y need. Ten mil l ion m e m b e r s of our 
labor force a r e employed in office occupations, but no funds a r e 
p re sen t ly provided for this a r e a . . . We mus t update our efforts 
and mus t provide g r e a t e r flexibility in the vocational aid p r o g r a m s . 
The proposed legis la t ion is designed to achieve this end. 

Each of the above laws gave vocational bus iness education new oppor­

tunities and challenges to modify, to exper iment , to extend, and to improve 

education for b u s i n e s s . The Vocational Education Act of 1963 granted to 

vocational bus iness education cer ta in pr iv i leges and f reedoms never before 

137 R. C. Van Wagenen, Business Education and the Vocational 
Educat ion Act of 1963, Op. Cit. , p . 7. 

138 , Congress ional Record, Washington, Government 
P r in t ing Office, Vol. 109, No. 160, October 8, 1963, p . 18026. 
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poss ib le under previous federa l aid l aws . "These new laws will become the 

foundation for a new, upward sp i r a l of vocational education in bus iness never 

" l 3 9 before conceived. 

Upward Extension of Business Education - - Because of economic and 

employment condit ions, the demands of bus iness for m o r e m a t u r e w o r k e r s , 

and in p a r t because of the d e s i r e of parents for m o r e education for their 

chi ldren, pupils r ema ined in school longer so that the re w e r e a corresponding 

number of fewer d ropouts . Fo r these r e a s o n s , the re is in evidence a very 

definite t rend toward favoring the moving of specia l ized bus iness t raining to 

ever h igher levels and of even postponing such t ra ining ent i re ly until the pos t -

high school y e a r s . There is l ikewise some evidence of a t rend in the move­

ment to defer the m o r e genera l bus iness courses to l a te r y e a r s . 

"When cou r se s a r e given for d i rec t vocational purposes they only 

should come at a t ime when the student is reasonably s u r e that he is about to 

"140 
discontinue n o r m a l school work . 

141 
Kelley de te rmined by r e s e a r c h that the junior and senior high schools 

should offer g e n e r a l / b a s i c background apprecia t ional c o u r s e s . Schools of the 

139 Smith, Op. Cit. , p . 6. 

140 Leve re t t S. Lyon, Education for Bus ines s , Chicago, Univers i ty of 
Chicago P r e s s , 1931, p . 553. 

141 Kel ley, Op. Cit . , p . 45 . 
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pos t -h igh school level should offer genera l vocational courses according to 

community needs , while the un ivers i ty upper division and graduate schools 

should offer the highly specia l ized and profess ional t ra in ing. 

Vocational bus iness subjects will probably continue to be upgraded 

s ince t he re was evidence of upward extension of vocational bus iness t ra ining 

in the high schools and post -h igh schools and the major i ty of the bus iness 

educators w e r e in genera l ag reemen t that i t should rece ive major emphasis 

142 
on the pos t -h igh school level of ins t ruc t ion . 

This tendency to move the vocational bus iness cou r se s into the 13th 

and 14th g rades was also t rue in California especia l ly with i ts emphasis 

based upon junior college education. 

It was apparent that ve ry young people were d isappear ing from b u s i ­

n e s s . The age l imi t for beginners continued to r i s e and p lacement of high 

144 
school graduates became inc reas ing ly difficult. 

Kel ley ' s findings showed that"the major i ty of bus iness f i rms which 

co-opera ted in furnishing data for his invest igat ion p r e f e r r e d junior employees 

between the ages of 18 and 24 and t ra ined above the high school level of 

nl45 
ins t ruc t ion . 

142 Ib id . , p . 336. 

143 M. Bernadine Bell , Background and Development of Business 
Educat ion in California Publ ic Schools, unpublished E d . D . T h e s i s , Univers i ty 
of Cal i fornia , Los Angeles , 1950, p . 169. 

144 Kel ley, Op. Cit. , p . 43 . 

145 Ib id . , p . 267-268. 
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Co-Opera t ive Work Exper ience - - There appears to be an existent 

lack of co-ordina t ion and co-opera t ion between educators and employers 

as m o r e vocational bus iness curr icula were being shaped according to 

student demands r a t h e r than employer demands , and li t t le d i rec t effort 

was made by the schools to l e a r n the changing requ i rements of the business 

wor ld . 

" T h e re la t ionship between job p r e p a r a t o r y bus iness education on one 

hand and job specification and job s tandards on the other hand makes co-

"146 
operat ion between schools and business f i rms mandi tory . 

There is genera l ag reemen t in the profess ion that vocational bus iness 

courses should be adapted m o r e closely to the needs of local conditions. 

Bus iness t e ache r s and bus inessmen need to work m o r e closely t o ­

ge ther . Co-opera t ive work exper ience p r o g r a m s fully co-ordinated with 

functioning advisory commit tees should be one of the best solutions to the 

p rob lem. 

Vocational bus iness t raining should be cor re la ted with application on 

the job and co-opera t ive t ra ining a r r a n g e m e n t s should be encouraged. 

Downward Extension of Business Education - - A gradual downward 

movement was d i scern ib le as some of the lower division courses were 

146 Elvin S. E y s t e r , "Business Education Relationships Demand 
Coopera t ion" , in 100 Years in Business Education, U . B . E . A . F o r u m , 
Centennial I s s u e , United Bus iness Education Associat ion, 1957, p . 37. 
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t r a n s f e r r e d f rom the four -yea r schools to the two-year co l leges . The 

profess iona l t eacher education p r o g r a m at Stanford Univers i ty was el iminated 

and this act ion was followed by s imi l a r action at the Universi ty of California 

at Los Ange les . The C . B . E . A . Council p ro tes ted the academic squeeze . In 

a l e t t e r to Cla rk K e r r , p res iden t of the Univers i ty of California, C . B . E . A . 

p ro tes ted discontinuance of the depar tment of bus iness education at U . C . L. A. 

147 and spoke in suppor t of bus iness teacher education. 

The space r a c e , "sputnik", and the world scientif ic sup remacy of the 

late "fif t ies" c r i t i c i zed vocational education and bus iness education in p a r t i c u l a r . 

The Carnegie Foundation and the Fo rd Foundation repor t s make pene ­

t ra t ing observa t ions and, often, sha rp c r i t i c i s m of bus iness education. These 

c r i t i c i sms a r e a sou rce of concern because they challenge the long-cher i shed 

cen t ra l objective of bus iness t raining in the schools - -voca t iona l or occupa­

tional p r e p a r a t i o n . 

Most of the c r i t i c i s m centered on higher education for bus ine s s . Many 

of the lower division bus iness courses w e r e re legated to the junior col lege. 

This compl icated an a l ready intensive p rob lem, the ar t icula t ion of students 

both upward and downward from the junior college level . However, r e s e a r c h 

supports the junior college r o l e . Findings show that the junior college t r a n s ­

fer s tudents pe r fo rmed as well a s , and somet imes bet ter than, native students 

147 California Business Education Associa t ion, Executive Council 
Minutes , Op. C i t . , 1958-1959. 
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• T_ „ 1 4 8 

in the s ta te co l leges . Training for the higher levels of bus iness education, 

"the technical jobs a r e being forced upward out of the high school and a r e 

being forced downward out of the four -year college to the junior or com-
n " 1 4 9 

munity col lege. 

The upward extension of vocational bus iness subjects into the junior 

college was not ent i re ly justified as many young people out of school seeking 

employment a r e usual ly e i ther high school dropouts or g radua tes . There a r e 

about seven mil l ion young pe r sons between sixteen and twenty-one years old 

who a r e out of school . Three mil l ion dropped out before completing high 

school . One mil l ion finished e lementary school but proceeded no fur ther , 

nor did they complete high school c o u r s e s . In addition, one out of four d rop ­

outs could not find employment . There was no job t raining for nine out of 

ten after they left school . High school graduates were three times as l ikely 

to have pos t - schoo l job t ra ining of some kind. Unemployment among out-of-

school t eenagers had r i s en 50 per cent in the l a s t 6 y e a r s , 20 per cent in the 

pas t 12 mon ths . Unemployment in Apr i l , 1964, was at the highest ra te s ince 

World War II; at the s ame t ime , unemployment among teenagers reached a 

150 new high of 16.2 per cent. 

148 Milburn D. Wright, "The Junior College Trans fe r Student", 
C . B . E . A . Bullet in, Vol. 21 , No. 3, March 1964, p . 3 . 

149 Elvin S. E y s t e r , "Business Education 1965-1970, Plus or Minus" , 
Theta Thots , Vol. 21 , No. 3, August 1965, 5 p . 

150 , Manpower Report of the P re s iden t , Washington, U . S . 
Depar tmen t of Labor , March 1965, p . 11. 
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"The p r i m e employment p rob lem in California is the resu l t of migra t ion 

which has doubled during the l a s t twenty y e a r s , f rom 15, 000 to 30, 000 each 

n l51 
month. F i r m l y es tabl i shed as the l a r g e s t of the fifty s t a t e s , California 

has one- tenth of the Nation's population. Pe rhaps the mos t significant factor 

in this development has been the mach ines , which at the tu rn of the century , 

"152 
did 6 pe r cent of our work, but now does 96 pe r cent. No longer was 

des i r e and wil l ingness to work sufficient qualification for a job; without voca­

tional competence , an individual might find himself among the ranks of eight 

mil l ion other Amer icans whose only income is relief. Education is the a n s ­

wer ; the g r e a t e s t i n c r e a s e of employment opportunit ies expected for the next 

decade will be in the profess ional and technical f ie lds . Gains a r e a lso 

expected in ski l led, c l e r i ca l , and se rv ice occupations. In fact, i t can be 

pred ic ted with cer ta in ty that worke r s will have to update thei r skil ls and 

genera l knowledge if they a r e to r ema in productive m e m b e r s of socie ty . The 

g rea t e s t growth in the number of jobs in the future will be in the office and 

sa les f ie lds , a lmos t four mil l ion m o r e in 1970 than in I960. 

151 Edmund G. Brown, Governor, "California Employment" , A d d r e s s , 
Governor ' s Conference on Employment , September 30, 1965, Monterey, 
T r e n d s , October 1965, p . 13. 

152 Rober t D. S t rom, "School Dropouts in a World of Work", C. T . A . 
Journa l , Vol. 60, No. 4, October 1964, p . 4 , 5 , 6 . 

153 Ar thu r J . Goldberg, "Keep Them In School", N . E . A . Journa l , 
Vol. 50, Apr i l 1961, p . 9, a lso in C . B . E . A . Bulletin, Vol. 19, No. Z, 
J a n u a r y 1962, p . 1-3. 
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Upgrading of the technical bus iness subjects out of the high school has 

only compounded the dropout p rob lem. Regarding this i s s u e , Gruber con­

cluded f rom r e s e a r c h on dropouts , "Delay vocational bus iness education 

beyond the high school level and the retent ion and holding power of high schools 

154 
is undermined. " R e s e a r c h proves that the re tent ion power of the voca­

tional subjects is g r e a t e r than the academic subjec t s . The downward exten­

sion of vocational bus iness education from the college and univers i ty to the 

junior college may be expected to decline from the junior college to the high 

school once again to al leviate the school dropout p rob lem. 

Educat ional Influences - - During the l a t t e r p a r t of the per iod, the 

pendulum once again swung from genera l education to the vocational objective. 

For example , one convention p r o g r a m featured an a d d r e s s , "Trends in Office 

Automation That Affect Business T e a c h e r s " , and another , "Business Educa­

tion Belongs to General Education. " Group meet ings were included in the 

a r e a s of Teacher Tra in ing, Business Education Youth Groups, and Modern 

Technology-- I t s Impact on Industry and Education. These group meet ings 

continued to follow the es tabl i shed pa t te rn of the ea r ly p a r t of the p e r i o d - -

group meet ings w e r e planned by the level of ins t ruc t ion—var ious s ized high 

schools , junior co l leges , and senior co l leges . 

154 Joseph Gruber , "Delay Vocational Business Educat ion? An 
Emphat ic N o ! " , The Balance Sheet, Vol. XLVII, No. 2, October 1965, p . 53 
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Bus iness Data P r o c e s s i n g continued to gain s ta tus as a major a r e a , 

and economic education and management received recognit ion. " G e n e r a l 

bus iness has shown the m o s t impor tan t single i n c r e a s e in enro l lment in 

any bus iness subject . Business enrol lments in the junior college su rpassed 

both the junior high school and the senior high school in percentage of active 

"155 
enro l lments and in the numbers of subjects offered. 

The vocational acts and new emphasis on vocational objectives had 

156 grea t impl ica t ions for vocational counseling. John W. Gardner contends, 

"every high school in the land should provide continuing vocational and 

157 educational counseling for all who leave school shor t of col lege. " 

Even though p r o g r e s s was evident in co-opera t ive t raining p r o g r a m s , 

c loser working re la t ionships between bus iness , indus t ry , and education was 

needed. An excel lent p rospec t for the solution of this p rob lem was the 

Indus t ry-Educat ion Counci l - - the c lear ing house for co-ordinat ing the needs 

of school and indus t ry . Business educators in California were invited to 

155 Gervase Andrew Eckenrod, Business Education Enro l lments in 
California in 1954 in the Public Secondary Schools, unpublished M.A. Thes i s , 
F r e s n o State College, F r e s n o , California, 1956, p . 126. 

156 , The N . E . A. and the Growing Edge of Ins t ruct ion, 
Washington, D. C. , Division of Educational Se rv ices , National Education 
Associa t ion , 1963, p . 5. 

157 John W. Gardner , F r o m High School to Job, Carnegie Corpora t ion 
of New York, I960, p . 7. 
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158 
pa r t i c ipa te in this activi ty for the f i r s t t ime in 1963. A year l a t e r , 

159 affiliation with the Indus t ry-Educat ion Council became a rea l i ty . 

P a t t e r n s of thought dealt with improving the image of bus iness educa­

tion and the promot ion of vocational bus iness education. 

4 . Summary of P a t t e r n s of Thought. 

1917-1933 - - During the ea r ly port ion of this per iod, the United States 

was involved in a world wa r , consequently the economy was geared to war 

product ion and the vocational objective remained unchallenged. As the 

collegiate schools of bus iness became cognizant of a b roader concept of bus i ­

ness education, the re was a d e c r e a s e in emphasis upon technical or special ized 

ins t ruc t ion . Social concepts and genera l information of concern to every m e m ­

ber of organized society were advanced by Lyon and Tonne. 

The e a r l y bus iness t eache r s were t ra ined by pr iva te bus iness schools . 

When bus iness t eacher education was introduced in col leges , the t radi t ional 

technical bus iness subjects were s imply added to the i r r egu la r c u r r i c u l u m . A 

t rend towards m o r e academic and profess ional education for t eachers led to 

provis ion for economic and genera l education at the end of the per iod . 

158 California Business Education Associa t ion, Executive Council 
Minutes , Op. Cit . , 1962-63. 

159 California Business Education Associa t ion, Executive Council 
Minutes , Op. C i t . , 1963-64. ~ 
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The junior college cu r r i cu l a was la rge ly modeled upon the f i r s t two 

yea r s of t rad i t ional college work . Upgrading of technical business subjects 

de fe r red specia l iza t ion , focusing attention to the soc ia l -bus iness aspec t of 

the c u r r i c u l a . The economic depress ion of the th i r t ies gave r i s e to post-high 

schools of c o m m e r c e . The N . E . A . Commit tee of 1919 "s ta tement of p u r p o s e s " 

showed that bus iness education held to the vocational objective. This recogni ­

tion by the N . E . A . and support through F e d e r a l funds s t rengthened the voca­

tional object ive. California se t the s tandard for post-high schools of c o m m e r c e 

and model junior college p r o g r a m s . Other pa t te rns of thought dealt with a 

c loser sc ru t iny of the cu r r i cu lum; introduction of re la ted soc io-bus iness 

subjects into bus iness cu r r i cu la ; and the development of job s tandards and 

teacher cer t i f ica t ion. 

1933-1949 - - During this e r a , bus iness education was compelled to go 

from one economic s i tua t ion - -depres s ion , s ca rc i t y of employment , to a 

national defense economy--manpower shor tage . Due to the hardships of the 

depress ion , r e l a t ed subjects in the soc io-bus iness a r e a rece ived inc reas ing ly 

m o r e recognit ion as young people were staying in school longer and m o r e 

non-bus iness s tudents were taking bus iness c o u r s e s . The bus iness cu r r i cu l a 

were expanded to include m o r e and m o r e genera l bus iness cour ses as there 

was a change in emphas is from vocational specia l iza t ion to economic p rob lems 

of the dep re s s ion , consumer economics and soc io-bus iness sub jec t s . 
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During this per iod , the vocational objective of bus iness education was 

se r ious ly challenged for the f i r s t t ime , as a new emphasis was placed on 

consumer education as the p r i m a r y function of bus iness education. 

Changes in cu r r i cu l a affected bus iness teacher education p r o g r a m s . 

Demands of the bus iness world , r esu l t s of occupational s tudies and job analyses 

were ut i l ized to keep pace with changing employment r e q u i r e m e n t s . Business 

t eacher s approached a profess ional s tandard of p repa ra t ion and exhibited a 

profess ional atti tude toward education. There was an i nc r ea sed emphas is on 

post -h igh school t ra ining and the upgrading of vocational bus iness education. 

California excelled in the development of post-high schools of c o m m e r c e . 

The cu r r i cu l a w e r e occupationally oriented and the work offered was closely 

co-ord ina ted with bus iness offices and s t o r e s . 

The war effort and demands on bus iness education focused m o r e a t ten­

tion on the vocational objective as manpower shor tages requ i red specific job 

t ra in ing. Business educators proved that by s t reaml in ing and intensifying 

their p r o g r a m s , they well m e t vocational object ives . 

R e s e a r c h ver i f ies that the level of ins t ruc t ion , to a l a rge degree , 

de t e rmines the p r i m a r y objective of business education. Since s t rong voca­

tional bus iness schools were well es tabl ished, the new junior colleges that 

were developed s t r e s s e d the genera l education value of business education. 

The high schools held m o r e closely to the vocational objective as i t s p r i m a r y 

goal. During the per iod , the re was common ag reemen t that bus iness education 
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mus t f i r s t be built upon a solid genera l education foundation. In every type 

of school , genera l or broad education was predominant in the e a r l i e r yea r s 

of the cour se and d i rec t vocational education was s t r e s s e d in la te r y e a r s . 

Co-opera t ive occupational t raining p r o g r a m s in dis t r ibut ive occupa­

tions and s e c r e t a r i a l t ra ining were an outstanding development of this per iod . 

Towards the end of the per iod, special ized high schools of commerce de ­

clined in number as bus iness education grew in the comprehensive high 

school . The upward extension of vocational business education placed the 

emphas is of t e rmina l or semi -profess iona l education in the junior col lege. 

The r e su l t was that the vocational objective on the high school level became 

m o r e nea r ly p re -voca t iona l and the genera l objective of the junior college 

became m o r e definitely vocational . 

The or iginal Vocational Education Act, the Smith-Hughes Act of 1917, 

complete ly ignored commerc i a l education for two possible r e a s o n s : (1) Com­

m e r c i a l education had jus t recent ly attained recognition as academic or 

cul tura l education, and (2) Commerc ia l education was a l ready well developed; 

in fact, by some s t anda rds , overdeveloped. 

Economic forces of the Depress ion coupled with resul tan t bus iness 

p r a c t i c e s had a definite bear ing on the upward extension of bus iness education. 

The George-Deen Act of 1936 provided funds for dis t r ibut ive education, 

a b ranch of bus iness education. None of the other F e d e r a l Acts passed 

during this per iod provided d i rec t a s s i s t ance for bus iness occupat ions. 
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1949-1965 - - The re la t ionship of technological change to occupational 

d is t r ibut ion played an impor tan t role in the de terminat ion of course content 

and cu r r i cu lum const ruct ion . R e s e a r c h during the period confirms that 

objectives of the t ra ining p r o g r a m on each level of ins t ruc t ion should be 

geared to the cor responding level of employment . 

Up to this time, the vocational objective was paramount in the bus iness 

curr icula , but during the ea r ly years of this per iod, m o r e emphasis was given 

the role of genera l education. The inc reased responsibi l i ty to genera l educa­

tion culminated in the 1956 repor t of the Commiss ion on Business in General 

Education 'which formulated a basic philosophy and object ives . The Governor ' s 

Conference on Automation promoted vocational bus iness education. 

The upward extension of vocational business education into the two-

year colleges was responsib le for the inc reased emphasis on genera l educa­

tion objectives on the high school level . 

The l i t t le support given the vocational objective during the ea r ly yea r s 

of this per iod was reflected in resolut ions approved by the C . B . E . A . Execu­

tive Council, 1953-58. Affiliation with the Amer ican Vocational Associat ion 

and the format ion of the Society for Automation in Business Education r e in ­

forced the vocational objective in the " s ix t i e s " . 

The Foundation for the Advancement of Business Education ( F . A. B . E.) 

was c rea ted in 1959 by the C . B . E . A . for the purpose of supporting needed 

bus iness education r e s e a r c h , developing helpful bus iness education m a t e r i a l s , 

to fur ther ing act iv i t ies and promoting bus iness education in Cal ifornia . 
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A bus iness education sub-commi t t ee was es tabl ished to work with the 

California State Cent ra l Co-ordinat ing Commit tee on credent ia l r ev i s ion . 

Resolut ions w e r e passed to oppose the F i s h e r Bill and ask for a redefinit ion 

of subject m a t t e r a r e a s . Three phases have occur red in a "battle of c r e ­

den t ia l s . " 

Impact of F e d e r a l Legis la t ion on Vocational Business Education - -

The National Defense Education Act of 1958, Title VIII, made available 

financial aid for vocational p r o g r a m s t ra ining highly-ski l led technic ians . 

This act gave the impetus to the bus iness data p rocess ing a r e a . 

The Manpower Development Training Act of 1962 provided the 

C . B . E . A . with another vocational challenge as approximate ly 45 per cent 

of the job opportunit ies in California a r e in bus iness occupat ions. 

The vocational ro le of bus iness education was given added emphasis 

and recognit ion by inclusion under the Vocational Education Act of 1963, 

which provided financial support for the development of bus iness occupational 

t ra in ing . This act ion leaves no doubt whatever that the p r i m a r y objective 

of bus iness education is vocational , completely refuting the nul l -hypothes is . 

The re la t ionship between job p r e p a r a t o r y bus iness education and job 

specif icat ion and job s tandards makes co-opera t ion between schools and 

bus iness f i rms not only des i r ab l e , but mandi tory . A task force of bus iness 

education helped solve this p rob lem with the affiliation of the Indus t ry-

Educat ion Counc i l - - the c lear ing house for co-ordinat ing the needs of school 
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and indus t ry to provide c lose r working re la t ionships between bus iness , 

indus t ry and education. 

P a t t e r n s of thought dealt with improving the image of bus iness 

education and the promot ion of vocational bus iness education. Convention 

p r o g r a m s in the " s ix t i e s " promoted the vocational objectives of business 

education. 



CHAPTER TV 

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF BUSINESS EDUCATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES 

Introduct ion—The f i r s t t h ree chap te rs t r aced the development and 

growth of education for bas iness both in the United States and California. 

The development went through the evolution of the apprent iceship sys tem, 

the p r iva te bas iness schools , the public secondary schools , the collegiate 

schools of b a s i n e s s , profess ional bus iness teacher education, and the jun ior / 

community college movement . 

The growth of bas iness education not only involves all levels of educa­

tion but var ious levels of employment as well . F r o m a meager beginning 

involving s imply two or th ree subjec ts , education for bus iness has evolved 

into a we l l - accep ted field of study compris ing a dozen or more cu r r i cu l a and 

upwards of sixty different c o u r s e s . During the f i r s t per iod of development, 

course offerings i n c r e a s e d from th ree to ten in 1895. In 1918, fourteen 

different subjects were offered in the secondary schools as compared to 33 

toward the end of the per iod . There was no appreciable gain in course offer­

ings during the e r a of profess ional bas iness teacher education. During the 

1 Benjamin R. Haynes and H a r r y P . Jackson , ^_HisJx)ry of Business 
Educat ion in the United S ta tes , Monograph 25, Cincinnati , South-Western , 
1935^ p . 5 1 . ~ 
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l a s t per iod of the jun io r / communi ty college movement there was a 25% i n c r e a s e 

in course offerings on the high school level , whereas the number of courses in 

the two-yea r colleges doubled in number . P a r t of the g rea t i n c r e a s e can be 

a t t r ibuted to the upward extension of bus iness education f rom the high school 

into the junior college and the downward movement from the four -year college 

and un ive r s i ty into the two-year schools . 

Analysis of r e s e a r c h findings that follow should de te rmine the p r i m a r y 

objective of bus iness education for each period of t ime . 

1. Vocational Objective E r a , 1635-1917. 

The Vocational Objective - - During the ea r ly h i s to ry of bus iness education 

as verif ied in Chapter II, the apprent iceship sys tem was based on the needs of 

bus iness and the demands of the Amer ican f r e e - e n t e r p r i s e sy s t em. The only 

a im was to qualify for a bus iness posit ion by t raining for a specific t r a d e . 

The bus iness college was developed to fulfill a definite need - -p r epa ra t i on 

for employment in the world of bus ine s s . These ea r ly colleges were an example 

of the f r e e - e n t e r p r i s e sys t em in action; unfortunately, the profit motive s o m e ­

t imes overshadowed the ro le of education. 

Bus iness c o u r s e s w e r e f i r s t introduced into the public high schools upon 

the ins i s t ence of p a r e n t s . P a r e n t s felt that they should not have to pay tuition 

s ince the i r ch i ldren w e r e m o r e in te res ted in p repa ra t ion for work ra the r than 

p repa ra t i on for col lege . 
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In the 1890's , the bus iness courses consti tuted complete p repa ra t ion 

2, 
for any bus iness occupation. "Ever since Spencer formulated his a ims for 

secondary education in I860, our high schools have accepted the responsibi l i ty 

3 
of p repa r ing young people to make a l iv ing". As has a l ready been repor ted , 

the chief objective of bus iness education under the apprent iceship sys t em, the 

pr iva te bus iness college e r a , and during the ea r ly p a r t of the period of secon­

dary school dominance, was mos t definitely vocat ional . These developments 

tended to inval idate the assumpt ion that commerc i a l education did not develop 

according to a non-vocat ional object ive. 

At the turn of the Century, the a ims of the colleges of commerce 

s t r e s s e d the genera l education objectives in addition to providing an opportunity 

to p r e p a r e for a vocation. Added emphasis was given the non-vocational objec­

tive with the es tab l i shment of junior colleges with the p r i m a r y objective of 

genera l educat ion. This objective was shor t - l ived; the development of t e rmina l 

p r o g r a m s placed m o r e emphas is on the vocational objective on the junior college 

level . 

During the l a t t e r p a r t of the period of secondary school dominance, 

other objectives w e r e p romoted . The five a ims of secondary bus iness education 

p r i o r to 1919 mentioned mos t frequently by the w r i t e r s of the period w e r e : 

2 Ralph R. Rice , "Report of Commit tee on Commerc i a l Education, 
Univers i ty of Cal i fornia" , The Balance Sheet, Vol. 8, No. 7, March 1927, p . 3. 

3 S . J . Wanous, "Are Our Schools P r e p a r i n g Thei r Graduates Fo r J o b s " , 
C . B . E . A . Bullet in, Vol. 21 , No. 2, December 1963, p . 1. 
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a) to p r e p a r e pupils for specific office posi t ions; 
b) to give that form of genera l education which will p r e p a r e 

young people to enter bus iness pu r su i t s ; 
c) to adapt bus iness education to social and civic life; 
d) to p r e p a r e pupils for l a t e r p romot ions ; and 

e) to provide opportunity for menta l discipl ine.4 

The Genera l Education Objective - - P r i o r to the tu rn of the Century, 

l i t t le emphas i s was given the genera l education objective of bus iness educa­

tion. One example of the l imi ted re fe rence to a non-vocational objective is 

ci ted. During the ea r ly h i s to ry of our Nation, Thomas Jefferson advocated 

a genera l type of bus iness education, "To give every cit izen the information 
5 

he needs for t r ansac t ion of his own bus ine s s . 

It is c l ea r that one p r i m a r y objective cannot be a s sumed for all levels 

of ins t ruc t ion . Each level of ins t ruc t ion mus t se t i t s own object ive. 

In July, 1901, during the meet ing of the National Education Assoc ia ­

tion, a Commit tee of Nine was appointed to make a study of bus iness t raining 

in high schoo l s . This commit tee devised a commerc i a l course of study which 

proved to have an impor tan t effect upon the development of bus iness education 

in the public high schoo l s . A change from the t radi t ional vocational objective 

4 J e s s i e Graham, The Evolution of Business Education in the United 
States and Its Implicat ions for Business -Teacher^ Education, Southern California 
Education Monographs , 1933-34 Se r i e s , No. 2, Los Angeles , Univers i ty of 
Southern California P r e s s , 1934, p . 50. 

5 M. H e r b e r t F r e e m a n , Basic Business Education for Everyday Living, 
Monograph 74, Cincinnat i , South-Western , 1951, p . 7. 
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can be a t t r ibuted to the N . E . A. Commit tee of Nine which placed g rea t e r empha­

sis on socia l sc ience m a t e r i a l s , marking a definite change in objectives from 

vocational to genera l education. ' ' °' ° 

Before the turn of the Century, the re were few texts wr i t ten by bus iness 

educa to r s . However , even as ea r ly as 1904, some bus iness educators were 

advocating broad education along social and economic l i nes . Another ea r ly 

book that s t r e s s e d an a l l -a round education for bus ines smen was P r inc ip l e s and 

Methods in Commerc i a l Educat ion. 

The Dual Objective - - During the e r a in which the vocational objective 

was predominant , even though increas ing ly m o r e attention had been given to the 

genera l education objective, no con cept of a dual objective had yet been devised. 

6 F r e d e r i c k G. Nichols , Commerc ia l Education in the High School, 
New York, Apple ton-Century , 1933, p . 514. 

7 M. Bernadine Bell , Background and Development of Business 
Education in California Publ ic Schools, unpublished Ed. D. Thes i s , Univers i ty 
of California, Los Angeles , 1950, p . 36. 

8 Haynes and Jackson , Op. C i t . , p . 159. 

9 E a r l P . Strong, The Organizat ion, Adminis t ra t ion and Supervision 
of Bus iness Educat ion, New York, Gregg, 1944, p . 14-20. 

10 Cheesman A. He r r i ck , Meaning and P r a c t i c e of Commerc i a l 
Education, New York, Macmil lan , 1904, xv-378 p . 

11 Joseph Kahn and Joseph J . Klein, P r inc ip l e s and Methods in 
C o m m e r c i a l Educat ion, New York, Macmil lan , 1921, ( F i r s t Edition, 1914), 
xiv-439 p . 
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2. In tegra t ion of Vocational Business Education with the Social Studies . 

This per iod is marked with s t rong vocational emphasis coupled with 

m o r e genera l education a ims of the bus iness cu r r i cu l a . This in tegrat ion of 

vocational bus iness education and the social s tudies led to the coining of the 

t e r m , dual object ive. 

The Vocational Objective - - Although the vocational objective was con­

s idered the p r i m a r y objective, commerc i a l education, the oldest form of 

vocational education, was not included under the provis ions of the f i r s t federal 

legis la t ion support ing vocational educat ion-- the Smith-Hughes Act which was 

12 
signed by P r e s i d e n t Wilson on F e b r u a r y 23, 1917. "In the invest igat ional 

work that p receded the drafting of the federa l act for vocational education in 

1917, no c o m m e r c i a l educator had a pa r t . Probably no such educator felt 

s l ighted. C o m m e r c i a l educators had but recent ly won recognit ion for their 

13 
field as sound ' a c a d e m i c ' or ' cu l tu ra l ' educat ion". Fu r the r justif ication 

for the omiss ion of c o m m e r c i a l education from the Smith-Hughes Act is p r o ­

vided by Nichols , "They have p re f e r r ed to s t r e s s the academic ra the r than 

the vocational impl icat ions of thei r work, have taken no impor tan t p a r t in the 

del ibera t ions of the Amer i can Vocational Associat ion, and consequently, a r e 

14 
repea ted ly overlooked when impor tan t movements a r e under way. " By 

12 Strong, Op. Cit. , p . 34. 

13 Nichols , Op. Cit. , p . 76. 

14 Ibid. 
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their own admis s ions , bus iness education had become too academic to be 

recognized as vocat ional . The null hypothesis that the p r i m a r y objective of 

bus iness education is not vocational is re inforced. 

Lyon, who s t r e s s e d the genera l education values of bus iness educa­

tion, s ta ted , "Every Local , State and National survey of bus iness t ra ining 

and bus iness needs points to the need for a revis ion of p re sen t high school 

cu r r i cu la , and g r e a t e r emphas is upon vocational commerc i a l t raining in 

15 our high schools . " Fu r the r evidence of the vocational goal of commerc i a l 

education is p re sen ted by Marvin: 

C o m m e r c i a l education had developed to mee t the demand for 
t ra ined w o r k e r s . A demand which had i nc r ea sed constantly with 
the changing economic and social sys t em of the 19th and 20th 
cen tu r i e s . Although i ts growth had been r e t a rded by t radi t ional 
ideas of education, by socia l p re jud ices , and by lack of coopera­
tion with bus iness , i t i s , at this t ime , beginning to es tab l i sh a ims 
and to r ea l i ze s tandards that make i t of p r ac t i ca l value to the bus i ­
ness wor ld . It was beginning, a l so , to formulate ce r t a in construct ive 
pol icies which would ul t imately modify the ideals which govern the 
c o m m e r c e of the nation. 

A number of views have mis l ed many educators into the belief that 

commerc i a l education is not vocat ional . Among these a r e long associa t ion 

with the academic depar tment of education, the antagonist ic atti tude of the 

15 L e v e r e t t S. Lyon, Education for Bus iness , Chicago, Univers i ty 
of Chicago P r e s s , 1931, p . 178. 

16 Cloyd Heck Marvin , Commerc ia l Education in Secondary Schools, 
New York, Holt, 1922, p . 10. 
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academic educator , the organizat ion of commerc i a l courses on an academic 

1 7 

r a the r than a vocational b a s i s . Reasons for expansion of the m o r e com­

prehens ive bus iness c u r r i c u l a include "occupational needs with inc reas ing 

demands of bus iness , the ent rance of l a rge numbers of women into the bus i ­

ness world , the invention and perfect ion of the typewri te r , and the changing 

cha rac t e r of the secondary school pupil pe r sonne l " . 

Even though bus iness educators expres sed li t t le i n t e r e s t in the Smith-

Hughes Act, the F e d e r a l Board for Vocational Education in 1919 published a 

19 
r epo r t on the reorgan iza t ion of bus iness education. The f i rs t F e d e r a l Board 

for Vocational Education, d i rec ted by Char les A. P r o s s e r , supported and 

20 
encouraged bus iness education to the full extent of available funds. 

The A m e r i c a n Vocational Associat ion felt that bus iness education was 

t raining for a vocation and therefore had organized a commerc ia l education 

21 
depar tment as pa r t of i t s scheme of vocational education. 

17 United Sta tes , F e d e r a l Board for Vocational Education, "Organiza­
tion and Adminis t ra t ion of Commerc i a l Educat ion", Bulletin 34, June 1919, 
Washington, Government Pr in t ing Office, 1919, p . 4 - 5 . 

18 Rice , Op. Cit. , p . 3. 

19 Strong, Op. Cit. , p . 34. 

20 Nichols , Op. Cit. , p . 76. 

21 J . L. Holts claw, "Business Education as Vocational Educat ion", 
Jou rna l of Bus iness Education, Vol. 3, No. 3, December 1929, p . 14. 
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F r o m the foregoing s ta tements i t is evident that business education 

lacked organiza t ion . Nichols believed that, "High school commerc i a l educa­

tion should be given with definite vocational objectives in mind. It mus t be 

22 

r ega rded as p r e p a r a t o r y to ini t ia l employment . " The objective, p r e p a r a ­

tion for in i t ia l employment , i s cons idered p re -voca t iona l . With the upward 

extension of bus iness education, the vocational objective shifted to the pos t -

high school leve l . 

Bus iness education is the or iginal type of vocational education. Many 

yea r s before ag r i cu l tu ra l , homemaking, and indus t r ia l education were offered 

in the public schools , bus iness education was included in the p r o g r a m of public 

education. Its recognit ion was forced by public demand and pr iva te business 

school competi t ion far in advance of the t ime when education l eade r s were 

23 

willing to admit i t on p r inc ip le . 

The Genera l Education Objective - - A t rend towards including m o r e 

of the socia l s tudies in the bus iness cu r r i cu l a became even m o r e pronounced. 

The social sc iences continued receiving attention among business books. One 

ear ly text that emphas ized the social sc iences is Jones ' Teaching Business 
24 

Subjects in the Secondary Schools . In justifying a s t rong genera l education, 

22,Nichols , Op. Cit . , p . 57. 

23 Ib id . , p . 69. 

24 Conner T. Jones , Teaching Business Subjects in the Secondary 
Schools, New York, Ronald P r e s s , 1924, vi i-307 p . 
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Welch s ta ted , "Success in bus iness r equ i r e s quite as much intel l igence as 

25 success in co l lege" . 

The A m e r i c a n Vocational Associat ion recognized that effective 

genera l education was the basis upon which any sound p r o g r a m of vocational 

education m u s t be based . One of the Associa t ion ' s pr inc ip les is "General 

26 
Education is Bas ic to All Specialized Tra in ing" . 

In 1918, the Commiss ion on the Reorganizat ion of Secondary Educa­

tion appointed by the National Education Associat ion, published a momentous 

27 r epo r t , Cardinal P r inc ip l e s of Secondary Education. The r epo r t emphasized 

the socia l s tud ies . As a r e su l t , a commit tee on bus iness education made 

recommendat ions proposing two very definite changes: 

F i r s t , the amount of requi red work had been inc reased 
in accordance with the thought that achievement of a definite 
objective could only be accomplished by wel l organized 
r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

Second, the belief was expressed that the commerc i a l 
c u r r i c u l a should do something m o r e than m e r e l y t r a in students 

28 for techniques and uses in bus iness offices. 

25 Arnon W. Welch, Some Observat ions on Secondary Commerc ia l 
Education, New York, Gregg, 1924, p . 208. 

26 I r a W. Kibby, What the Amer ican Vocational Associat ion Can Do 
for Bus iness Education, Address presented before the Business Education 
Section of the A m e r i c a n Vocational Associat ion, Buffalo, New York, 
F e b r u a r y 1, 1946, Mimeographed text, Sacramento , Bureau of Business 
Education, March 1946, p . 17. 

27 Lyon, Op. Cit. , p . 168. 

28 Haynes and Jackson , Op. Cit. , p . 5 6. 
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Refer r ing to a bus iness education that maintained the vocational 

objective, in 1928 Lomax s ta ted, "Business education in i tself is not a com-

29 plete educat ion" . 

During the ea r ly " th i r t i e s " , the s eve re economic depress ion had an 

effect on the genera l education objective. 

Training for occupational a r e a s r a the r than specific jobs opened the 

way for m o r e genera l education c o u r s e s . Changing occupational conditions 

made i t i m p r a c t i c a l to t r a in for definite objectives and the work of the high 

schools should be confined to providing the broad base for the foundation for 

l a t e r specia l iza t ion, or we should t ra in only for l a rge genera l employment 

fields or for groups or famil ies of occupat ions. Haynes repor ted , "More 

subjects of a soc ia l -economic nature a r e being added to the bus iness educa­

tion c u r r i c u l a in the public and pr iva te secondary schoo l s" . 

C o m m e r c i a l education had become m o r e and m o r e a definite and 

essen t ia l p a r t of every type of specific or genera l education. "Poss ib ly i t 

was because we w e r e beginning to rea l i ze that there is a business side to 

29 Pau l S. Lomax, "What Should Be the P lace of Business Education 
in A m e r i c a n Educat ion", The Balance Sheet, Vol. 9, No. 7, March 1928, p . 4 - 7 . 

30 H . A . Campion, "The Vocational Issue in Business Education", 
The Bus iness Education World, Vol. 19, No. 8, Apri l 1939, p . 622. 

31 B . R . Haynes , "Trends in Business Education", The Balance Sheet, 
Vol. 12, No. 8, Apr i l 1931, p . 282. ~ 
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32 every type of life ac t iv i ty" . The role of genera l education became apparent 

when B a r n h a r t s ta ted, "Even m o r e impor tan t than the vocational objective for 

secondary schools a r e the economic efficiency and economic in tegrat ion 

33 
objec t ives" . 

The Dual Objective - - As i t became difficult to se lec t one objective 

over another , both vocational and genera l education objectives were accepted. 

Just i f icat ion for the dual role of vocational bus iness education was p resen ted 

in 1919 by the F e d e r a l Board for Vocational Education, "The inclusion of 

some vocational work at each grade level provides for the needs of dropouts 

34 while academic and social s tudies were a lso included". F u r t h e r need for 

the dual objective is exemplified by Lomax: 

The educational a im of commerc i a l education fundamentally 
cen te r s in the seventh objective of secondary education, namely, 
vocational education or the occupational re la t ionship . Vocational 
education is an essen t i a l pa r t , but not the whole, of a complete 
education; genera l or academic education is a lso an essen t ia l 

35 pa r t , but not the whole, of a complete education. 

32 E a r l W. Atkinson, "Trends in Business Education in the Secondary 
Schools" , The Balance Sheet, Vol. 13, No. 2, October 1931, p . 57-59. 

3 3 E . M . Ba rnha r t , et . a l . , Challenges to Commerc i a l Education, 
Monograph 2 1 , Cincinnati , South-Western , 1933, p . 1. 

34 United States F e d e r a l Board for Vocational Education, Op. Cit. , p . 7. 

35 Pau l S. Lomax, "The P lace of Commerc ia l Education in a Complete 
P r o g r a m of Secondary Educat ion", The Balance Sheet, Vol. 3, No. 3, November 
1921, p . 6. 
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During this per iod of t ime , dist inct ion of two kinds of bus iness educa­

tion is ver i f ied . Watson believed, "The vocational ends of commerc i a l 

education a r e of two dis t inct k inds . Theore t ica l knowledge coupled with 

36 
spec ia l ized t r a in ing" . Tonne bel ieves two types of bus iness education 

a r e d e s i r a b l e : 1) socia l bus iness education, and 2) vocational bus iness 

37 education. Ingalls advocated, "A blending of cul tura l subjects and voca-

38 
tional ski l l sub jec t s " . Koos studied 25 noteworthy s ta tements of objectives 

that should c h a r a c t e r i z e a secondary school cu r r i cu lum. There was a unani­

mous a g r e e m e n t on jus t two object ives: 1) that of p repa ra t ion for c iv ic - soc ia l 

respons ib i l i ty , and 2) that of p repa ra t ion for occupational efficiency. 

Although a dual objective may imply two equally impor tan t object ives , 

40 
mos t often one of the two a ims is cons idered p r i m a r y . Cross concluded 

that from 1931 on the bus iness cu r r i cu la in many s ta tes were beginning to be 

36 W. L. Watson, "Commerc ia l Educat ion", The Balance Sheet, Vol. 6, 
No. 2, October 1924, p . 3. 

37 H e r b e r t A. Tonne, "Le t ' s Define Business in Educational T e r m s " , 
Journa l of Bus iness Education, Vol. 4, No. 3, June 1930, p . 20. 

38 R o s c o C . I n g a l l s , "A P h i l o s o p h y and a P r o g r a m for S e m i - P r o f e s s i o n a l 
T r a i n i n g " , C a l i f o r n i a J o u r n a l of S e c o n d a r y E d u c a t i o n , V o l . 11 , No . 7, 
N o v e m b e r 1936, p . 4 2 7 . ~ ~~ 

39 Leonard V. Koos, The Amer i can Secondary Schools, New York, 
Ginn and Company, 1927, p . 153. 

40 Lois C r o s s , A Study of Trends in P r a c t i c e s in Bus iness Education, 
unpublished P h . D . T h e s i s , New York Univers i ty , 1943, (Three~Volume~s), 
p . 210 -211 . 
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set up on the bas i s of occupational r e s e a r c h and for the f i r s t t ime , the re 

was a t rend toward giving n e c e s s a r y information to all pupils for use in 

pe r sona l , soc ia l , and civic l i fe. This is the f i r s t per iod when the "dual" 

objective of both vocational and genera l education was verif ied by a graduate 

r e s e a r c h t h e s i s . The p r i m a r y objective was st i l l vocational . McNamara 

indicated, "Without losing i ts commerc i a l value, commerc i a l education may 

enter the m o r e genera l field which has here tofore monopolized the so called 

41 genera l s t ud i e s " . Odell holds the point of view that the objectives of genera l 

42 
education and of all secondary education a r e ident ica l . Haynes s imply s t a t e s , 

43 
"Education in a democracy educates an individual for his work and l i fe" . 

Although Shields bel ieves in the dual ro le , he p laces the major role on genera l 

education a i m s , "The r ea l purpose of bus iness education was the abolition of 

44 
bus iness and economic i l l i t e r a c y " . Weersing believed that, "The vocational 

41 E . J . McNamara , "Modern Trends in Business Education", Four th 
Yearbook, E a s t e r n C o m m e r c i a l Teachers Associat ion, 1931, p . 22. 

42 Will iam R. Odell, "An Appra i sa l of Secondary School Commerc i a l 
Educat ion", Teache r s College Record , New York, Bureau of Publ ica t ions , 
Teachers College, Columbia Univers i ty , Vol. 34, No. 1, October 1932,p. 49. 

43 Benjamin R. Haynes , "Stop the 'Dumping' of Pup i l s " , Challenges 
to C o m m e r c i a l Educat ion, Monograph 21 , Cincinnati , South-Western , 1933, p . 4 . 

44 Hara ld G. Shields, "A Pre face to Real Business Education", 
Challenges to C o m m e r c i a l Education, Monograph 21 , Cincinnati , South-Western , 
1933, p . 77 
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a im should include cul tura l education content as well as technical ski l l . " 

R e s e a r c h during this per iod cons idered business education both genera l and 

vocational in na tu re , thus crea t ing the a tmosphere for con t roversy . 

3. Pe r iod of Cont roversy , 1933-1948. 

Emphas i s Towards Genera l Education, 1933-1940 - - Due to the ex­

pansion of Amer i can bus iness and i ts contact with so many of the affairs of 

46 life, a single type of bus iness t raining is no longer feas ible . As business 

gets m o r e complex, education for bus iness will become m o r e diversif ied to 

mee t the different objectives on different levels of ins t ruc t ion . 

The Vocational Objective - - Nichols, in recognizing new object ives, 

says that, "The field of bus iness education is in danger of d is integrat ion un­

l e s s the re i s a hal t in the devital izing of vocational subjects by at tempting to 

47 make them s e r v e uses for which they a r e not intended". He recommends 

the es tab l i shment of new courses and the co-opera t ion with other depar tments 

as means of achieving these new object ives , r a the r than the abandonment of 

the leg i t imate a ims of vocational subjec ts . 

45 F r e d e r i c k J . Weers ing , "The Non-Vocational Values of Commerc i a l 
Education", The Balance Sheet, Vol. 10, No. 6, March 1929, p . 185. 

46 Graham, Op. Cit . , p . 187-

47 F r e d e r i c k G. Nichols, "P re -employmen t Business Tra in ing" , The 
Business Educat ion World, Vol. 14, No. 9, May 1934, p . 530. 
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Regarding the p r i m a r y purpose of bus iness education, Kibby says : 

Because our whole social life i s so interwoven with our bus iness 
ac t iv i t i e s , one needs an understanding of these act ivi t ies and thei r 
effect on our socia l and poli t ical life in o rder to unders tand and 
i n t e r p r e t the happenings of con temporary living. In our vision of 
a new socia l bus iness education, let us not forget that the p r i m a r y 
purpose of bus iness education is to t r a in individuals for vocational 
efficiency. Jobs a r e the impor tan t pa r t of con temporary l i v i n g . 4 8 

Reynolds s ee s two opposing influences. "Efforts a r e constantly being 

made to adjust bus iness education so as to p r e p a r e students m o r e adequately 

to m e e t the demands of our bus iness occupations and to function intell igently 

49 

as ci t izens in a highly complex economic o r d e r " . Snedden places the p r o ­

blem of objectives in plain l ayman ' s language. "Whatever some philosophers 

may have d r eamed , the man in the s t r ee t , and perhaps even m o r e , the mother 

in the home, had never been in doubt that the p r i m a r y and controlling purposes 

50 of any and al l kinds of c o m m e r c i a l or bus iness education were vocat ional" . 

Both genera l and vocational education a r e n e c e s s a r y . One is no subst i tute 

for the other , nor should the re be a conflict of object ives; r a t h e r , they should 

complement each o ther . Commerc i a l education should mee t job s tandards 

and t r a in for employabil i ty . 

48 I r a W. Kibby, et . a l . , "Business Education Adjusted to the Needs 
of Modern Society", Challenges to Commerc ia l Education, Monograph 23, 
Cincinnati , South-Western , 1934, p . 12. 

49 Helen Reynolds, Handbook for Studying Business Education, 
unpublished E d . D . T h e s i s , New York Univers i ty , 1939, pT~97] 

50 David Snedden, "Toward Bet ter Commerc i a l Education", Business 
Educat ion World, Vol. 15, No. 1, September 1934, p . 2. 
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The con t rove r sy of objectives in bus iness education can be readi ly 

unders tood with the p resen ta t ion of two opposing viewpoints in one a r t i c l e by 

the s a m e au thor . Slaughter s a y s , "Those subjects designed p r i m a r i l y to 

mee t vocational objectives mus t have g r e a t e r specialized, emphasis than ever 

, 5 1 
before" . A cons iderab le change of thought is p resen ted , "A philosophy of 

bus iness education for tomorrow mus t shift i ts point of or ientat ion from 

52 
vocational t ra ining to the education of an economic c i t izen" . Rice s t a t e s , 

"The genera l objective, of cou r se , was s t i l l to educate the student to mee t 

53 
the demands of the bus iness world and ea rn a l iv ing". 

In a comprehens ive doctora l study, Fundamental I ssues in Business 

Education, Hanna revealed that the re was a lmos t complete unanimity of 

opinion; 70 out of 78 bus iness educa to r s , or 90%, agreed that bus iness educa-

54 
tion is both vocational and genera l education. However, in answer to the 

question, "What should be the p r i m a r y function of bus iness education in the 

secondary school? Is bus iness education to be charac te r i zed p r i m a r i l y by i ts 

vocational function, i t s non-vocational function, or a r e both functions of equal 

impor tance? , " his findings i l l u s t r a t e d that in 1939, 48 out of 78 bus iness 

51 R. E . Slaughter , "Lost Horizons and Business Education", National 
Business Educat ion Quar t e r ly , Vol. 8, No. 1, October 1939, p . 4 1 . 

52 Ibid. , p . 20. 

53 Louis A. Rice , "Business Education Changes of a Quar te r Century" , 
Bus iness Educat ion World, Vol. 20, No. 1, September 1939, p . 14. 

54 J M a r s h a l l Hanna, Fundamenta l I s sues in Bus iness Education, 
Monograph 48, Cincinnati , South-Western , 1940, p . 12. 
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educa to r s , o r 62%, held to the vocational objective; 17 out of 78, or 21%, 

held to the non-vocat ional objective; and 13 out of 78, or only 17%, felt that 

bus iness education was cha rac te r i zed by the dual function. 

Andruss shows concern over the enormous expenditure of the tax­

p a y e r ' s money. "Education for bus iness mus t include an opportunity for 

the display of vocational competency in a p rac t i ca l s i tuation to justify the 

enormous expendi tures of the t axpayer ' s money and s tudent 's t ime in p r e -

56 paring students to make a living in the world of b u s i n e s s " . 

Although m o r e s t r e s s was placed on consumer education and education 

for ci t izenship and democracy in the 1930's, the chief objective of bus iness 

education was s t i l l to educate the student to mee t the demands of the business 

57 
world and ea rn a l iving. Bas ic bus iness education included not only a study 

of bus iness as i t re la ted to society as a whole, but a lso a study as i t re la ted 

58 
to the individual in his pe r sona l bus iness and consumer ac t iv i t i e s . 

Altholz feels "the school offerings mus t have vocational u t i l i ta r ian 

59 va lue" . In addition, many educators feel that occupational intel l igence 

55 Ib id . , p . 13. 

56 Harvey A. Andrus s , "Developing Vocational Competency in 
Bus ine s s " , Bus iness Education World, Vol. 19, No. 6, F e b r u a r y 1939, p . 449. 

57 R i c e , "Business Education Changes of a Quar te r Century, Op. Cit. , p . 13-17. 

58 Ibid. 

59 Nathaniel Altholz, "Business Education as Vocational Educat ion", 
The Balance Sheet, Vol. 18, No. 5, J anua ry 1937, p . 197. 
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m u s t be d e v e l o p e d . F i s k c o v e r s th i s a r e a , " B u s i n e s s m e n , by and l a r g e , 

d e m a n d s o m e t h i n g o t h e r t han a w i l l i n g n e s s to w o r k - - k n o w l e d g e of how to 

w o r k . 

G e n e r a l E d u c a t i o n Ob jec t i ve - - One of the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s now 

a c c e p t e d i n t h e f ie ld w a s t h a t v o c a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n shou ld be g iven only a f t e r 

a s b r o a d a founda t ion of g e n e r a l e d u c a t i o n h a d b e e n l a id for a s t u d e n t a s w a s 

c o n s o n a n t w i t h h i s a b i l i t y to p r o f i t . 

T h e chief p u r p o s e of c o m m e r c i a l e d u c a t i o n w a s not v o c a t i o n a l , i t 

w a s c u l t u r a l and g e n e r a l i n c h a r a c t e r . The chief o b j e c t i v e w a s to d e v e l o p 

62 
the p e r s o n a l and s o c i a l a b i l i t i e s of boys and g i r l s . D u r i n g th i s p e r i o d t h e r e 

w a s c o n t i n u e d i n t e r e s t i n the g e n e r a l e d u c a t i o n o b j e c t i v e . P r i c e e x p r e s s e d 

63 
the n e e d for s o c i a l i z a t i o n and i n t e g r a t i o n of the b u s i n e s s c u r r i c u l u m . 

T h e p h i l o s o p h y of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n for t o m o r r o w m u s t shif t i t s 

po in t of o r i e n t a t i o n f r o m v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g to the e d u c a t i o n of an a c a d e m i c 

64 
c i t i z e n . 

60 M c K e e F i s k , " O c c u p a t i o n a l T r a i n i n g for B u s i n e s s " , The T e x a s 
Out look , V o l . 2 3 , No . 3 , M a r c h 1939, p . 22 . 

61 R a l p h E . P i c k e t t , " T h e P l a c e of V o c a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n i n the G e n e r a l 
P l a n of E d u c a t i o n " , The B a l a n c e Shee t , Vo l . 18, No. 4 , D e c e m b e r 1936, p . 1 4 8 - 1 5 1 . 

62 C h a r l e s E . G r e e n e , " T h e P l a c e of C o m m e r c i a l E d u c a t i o n i n the 
P u b l i c Schoo l P r o g r a m " , The B a l a n c e Shee t , V o l . 19, No . 6, F e b r u a r y 1937, 
p . 2 5 0 - 2 5 2 . 

63 R a y G. P r i c e , " I n t e g r a t i o n i n B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n " , The B u s i n e s s 
E d u c a t i o n W o r l d , V o l . 18, No. 9, May 1938, p . 7 3 9 - 7 4 0 . ~ 

64 S l a u g h t e r , Op . C i t . , p . 2 0 . 



T H E P R I M A R Y O B J E C T I V E - U N I T E D S T A T E S 163 

T h e g e n e r a l e d u c a t i o n t r e n d u p h o l d s the nu l l h y p o t h e s i s t h a t t he p r i m a r y 

o b j e c t i v e of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n i s not v o c a t i o n a l . 

T h e Dua l O b j e c t i v e - - Sh i e ld s e x p r e s s e d the i d e a t h a t t he c o m m e r c i a l 

d e p a r t m e n t s p r o v i d e bo th g e n e r a l s o c i a l e d u c a t i o n and s p e c i f i c v o c a t i o n a l 

65 
e d u c a t i o n . T h e d u a l o b j e c t i v e expanded in to m o r e t h a n s i m p l y two o b j e c t i v e s . 

P r a t t fo l lows the p a t t e r n e s t a b l i s h e d e a r l i e r by the A m e r i c a n V o c a t i o n a l 

A s s o c i a t i o n . T h e g e n e r a l o r b r o a d e n i n g e d u c a t i o n ought to be p r e d o m i n a n t i n 

the e a r l i e r y e a r s of the c o u r s e and d i r e c t v o c a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n ought to be 

s t r e s s e d i n l a t e r y e a r s . P a r t i c u l a r thought i s g iven to t h e e m o t i o n a l d e v e l o p ­

m e n t of t h e s t u d e n t . 

The d u a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n i n c l u d e s a c u r r i c u l a for 

s o c i a l i n t e l l i g e n c e and s p e c i a l i z e d v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g . ' Z e l l i o t d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

b e t w e e n the o b j e c t i v e s of v o c a t i o n a l b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n and g e n e r a l b u s i n e s s 

69 
e d u c a t i o n . D e x t e r s t a t e d , "Two c o n t r i b u t i o n s of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n a r e 

70 
g e n e r a l e d u c a t i o n and v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g " . 

65 H a r a l d G. S h i e l d s , " T h e Soc i a l R e s p o n s i b i l i t y of B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n " , 
The B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n W o r l d , V o l . 14, No . 10, J u n e 1934, p . 615 . 

66 O r v i l l e C . P r a t t , " T r e n d s i n B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n " , The B u s i n e s s 
E d u c a t i o n W o r l d , V o l . 17, No . 5, J a n u a r y 1937, p . 3 2 1 - 3 2 4 . 

67 M . H e r b e r t F r e e m a n , Op . C i t . , p . 1 1 . 

68 M c K e e F i s k , " T h e J u n i o r Co l l ege B u s i n e s s C u r r i c u l u m " , The 
B u s i n e s s C u r r i c u l u m , S ix th Y e a r b o o k , of the N a t i o n a l C o m m e r c i a l T e a c h e r s 
F e d e r a t i o n , 1940, p . 3 8 - 3 9 . 

69 E r n e s t Z e l l i o t , " O b j e c t i v e s in High School B u s i n e s s S u b j e c t s " , The 
B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n W o r l d , Vo l . 19, No . 9, J u n e 1939, p . 8 4 5 . 

70 W a l t e r F . D e x t e r , "An A d e q u a t e B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n " , B u s i n e s s 
E d u c a t i o n W o r l d , V o l . 18, No . 10, J u n e 1939, p . 7 8 1 . 
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D u r i n g t h i s per iod . , s p e c i f i c j ob t r a i n i n g l o s t g round a s b u s i n e s s 

e d u c a t o r s e m p h a s i z e d t r a i n i n g for o c c u p a t i o n a l a r e a s . S t r e s s w a s on g r o u p ­

ings of s u b j e c t s r a t h e r t h a n i n d i v i d u a l s u b j e c t s . "No i n d i v i d u a l s u b j e c t w a s 

71 
e i t h e r e n t i r e l y v o c a t i o n a l n o r n o n - v o c a t i o n a l i n n a t u r e " . If th i s w e r e t r u e , 

the p r o b l e m would be e v e n m o r e c r u c i a l w h e n c o m p a r i n g b u s i n e s s c u r r i c u l a 

o r c o m p l e t e p r o g r a m s . 

W o r l d W a r II I n t e r i m P e r i o d , 1940-1948 - - The c o n t r o v e r s y a s to 

the p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n r e a c h e d i t s h e i g h t d u r i n g the 

t h i r t i e s . An e x h a u s t i v e a n a l y s i s of the l i t e r a t u r e of the p e r i o d c o n f i r m s the 

dua l func t ion of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n . T w e n t y - n i n e p r o f e s s i o n a l r e p o r t s s u b ­

s t a n t i a t e the dua l o b j e c t i v e , n i n e t e e n w r i t i n g s s u p p o r t t he v o c a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e , 

and only t e n a r t i c l e s uphold the g e n e r a l e d u c a t i o n ob j ec t i ve a s the chief 

o b j e c t i v e . 

Once a g a i n i t took a n a t i o n a l e m e r g e n c y for b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n to 

focus i t s a t t e n t i o n to i t s o r i g i n a l o b j e c t i v e - - p r e p a r a t i o n for b u s i n e s s o c c u p a ­

t i o n s . 

T h e V o c a t i o n a l O b j e c t i v e - - " B u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n i s w i thou t a doubt 

v o c a t i o n a l i n the m i n d s of the g e n e r a l p u b l i c and. the m o m e n t t ha t b u s i n e s s 

72 
e d u c a t i o n d e p a r t s f r o m th i s ob j ec t i ve i t w i l l l o s e g r o u n d " . T h e r e w a s a 

71 R . G. W a l t e r s , " T h e R e l a t i o n of B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n to G e n e r a l 
E d u c a t i o n " , The B a l a n c e S h e e t , V o l . 18, No. 6, F e b r u a r y 1937, p . 2 4 4 - 2 4 6 . 

72 E a s t e r n C o m m e r c i a l T e a c h e r s A s s o c i a t i o n , The E a s t e r n 
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noticeable t rend to place vocational bus iness education toward the higher 

g r a d e s . Even though some bus iness educators a r e not willing to accept the 

vocational objective of bus iness education, many author i t ies outside of the 

field a r e not as re luc tan t to s ta te their posi t ion. McCarthy, P r e s i d e n t of 

the A m e r i c a n Vocational Associa t ion, s t a t e s , "vocational education is any 

form of education which p r e p a r e s one to enter an occupation or to p r e p a r e 

73 
to advance in an occupat ion". Business education, the re fore , i s in the 

genera l c lass i f icat ion of vocational education. 

P robab ly the mos t comprehens ive study dealing with the objectives 

of bus iness education is En t e r l i ne ' s Trends of Thought in Business Education. 

Although the dual objective is s t rengthened by the study, Enter l ine re inforces 

the vocat ional objective by s tat ing: 

Bus iness education is p r i m a r i l y vocational education. Its 
chief dis t inct ion l ies in this fact, and the future of bus iness educa­
tion depends upon the continued recognit ion of th is , i ts original p u r ­
p o s e . P a r e n t s , s tudents , employe r s , and taxpayers alike believe 
that those who follow the business cu r r i cu lum in the secondary 

74 school wil l be p r e p a r e d to fill posit ions in bus ine s s . 

73 The National Business Teacher s Associat ion and The E a s t e r n 
C o m m e r c i a l T e a c h e r s Associa t ion , The Amer ican Business Education 
Yearbook, 1944, Vol. 1, p . 137. 

74 H e r m a n G. En te r l ine , Trends of Thought in Business Education, 
Monograph 72, Cincinnati , South-Western , March 1949, p . 20. 
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The vocational objective was also reinforced by F isk : 

Vocat ional bus iness education is concerned p r i m a r i l y with 
the p r e p a r a t i o n of students for jobs . . . All other concerns 
a r e secondary or inc identa l . Thus the objective of vocational 
bus iness education is p repa ra t ion for gainful employment in a 
p a r t i c u l a r occupation. 

Vocational bus iness cu r r i cu l a mus t be built and adjusted so that the 

immed ia t e and local needs of the community served by the educational agency 

will be adequately sa t i s f ied . Enter l ine be l ieves , "Vocational business cu r r i 

culum const ruct ion , to be just i f iable, needs to incorpora te the scientific 

method. What is included in the vocational bus iness cu r r i cu lum needs to be 

76 
predic ted upon a fact b a s i s " . 

P r i o r to World War II, the l i t e r a tu re in the field upheld the dual 

objective for bus iness education. The only change during the World War II 

In t e r im P e r i o d was a somewhatheav ie r concentrat ion on the vocational objective. 

The Genera l Education Objective - - Cur ta i lment of act ivi t ies because 

of World War II, i nc reased emphasis toward the vocational and dual objectives 

and p rac t i ca l l y e l iminated the genera l education objective as a major cons ide ra ­

tion. If the null hypothesis was to be tested during this one period alone, it 

would be resoundly defeated and totally re jec ted . 

75 McKee F i sk , "Pr inc ip les of Cur r i cu lum Construct ion in Vocational 
Bus iness Educat ion" , The Amer ican Business Education Yearbook, The 
Changing Bus iness Education Cur r icu lum, Vol. 4 , 1947. p . 34. 

76 En te r l i ne , Op. Cit. , p . 14. 
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The Dual Objective - - The dual objective often impl ies a balanced or 

equal concent ra t ion on genera l and vocational education object ives . Tonne 

p r e d i c t s , "The bus iness education of the future would emphasize cha rac t e r , 

77 pe rsona l i ty , and ci t izenship t ra ining in addition to sk i l l s . According to 

E e l l s , the a ims of t e r m i n a l bus iness education includes all of those phases 

of academic and vocational education which have as their function: 

1) the p repa ra t i on of w o r k e r s in the field of bus iness 
occupat ions; 

2) the education of consumers of the products and se rv ices 
of bus ine s s , and 

3) the education of p e r s o n s - - t o manage intel l igently thei r 
pe r sona l incomes and financial r e s o u r c e s . ' ° 

Dr. J Marsha l l Hanna, one of the s t ronges t suppor te r s of the voca­

tional object ive, wri t ing in the Seventh Yearbook of the National Business 

Teache r s Associa t ion concerning the objectives of business education, 

s t r e s s e d the "dual" point of view. "One point of view held that bus iness 

t ra ining should be a imed at the acquisi t ion of specific sk i l l s , knowledges, 

79 
and abi l i t ies needed for a specific job or type of job" The other type of 

77 H . A . Tonne and Commit tee , "Trends and Fac to r s Affecting C u r r i ­
culum Revis ion in Business Education of the School", E a s t e r n Commerc ia l 
T e a c h e r s Associa t ion , Four teen th Yearbook, 1941, p . 24. 

78 Walter C. E e l l s , Why Junior College Termina l Education, Amer i can 
Associa t ion of Junior Col leges , Washington, D. C. , Te rmina l Education, 
Monograph 3, 1941, p . 196. 

79 J Marsha l l Hanna, "Concerning the Objectives of Business Educa­
t ion" Seventh Yearbook, National Business Teacher s Associa t ion, P r o b l e m s 
and I s sues in Bus iness Education, 1941, p . 171. 
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view s t r e s s e d "the acquis i t ion of genera l knowledge and background infor­

mat ion in the field of bus ines s , with a view toward p repar ing for any one of 

80 
a va r i e ty of jobs in the s ame genera l field". 

Some bus iness educators have the viewpoint that broad educational 

background is as n e c e s s a r y for vocational competence as i s t ra ining in the 

specia l ized bus iness sub jec t s . Others specia l ize m o r e definitely on the 

vocational sub jec t s . 

F o r k n e r , in answer to the a rgument of too much special izat ion in the 

p repa ra t ion of t e a c h e r s , s t a t e s , "The ideal p r o g r a m of specia l ized p r e p a r a ­

tion is one which is built upon as broad a base of genera l education as 

p o s s i b l e . " 

Another p rominent bus iness education leader has expres sed the idea 

that the re should be a genera l bus iness cu r r i cu lum as well as a vocational 

bus iness c u r r i c u l u m and that the vocational p r o g r a m should be built upon 

82 
the foundation provided by the bas ic c o u r s e s . 

Strong concluded in his study that schools should offer two types of 

bus iness education: 1) Training in those phases of bus iness that concern 

80 Ibid. 

81 Hamden L. F o r k n e r . "In Business Teacher Education", Seventh 
Yearbook National Business Teachers Associat ion, P rob l ems and Issues 
in Bus iness Educat ion, 1941, p . 49. 

82 Elvin S. E y s t e r , "The P r o g r a m of Business Educat ion", Business 
Educat ion Digest , Vol. 1, May 1937, p . 103. 
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e v e r y m e m b e r of s o c i e t y , and 2) S p e c i a l i z e d i n s t r u c t i o n for t h o s e who d e s i r e 

8 3 
to b e c o m e w a g e e a r n e r s i n b u s i n e s s o c c u p a t i o n s . 

T h e dua l r o l e of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n i s f u r t h e r uphe ld by a s p e c i a l 

c o m m i t t e e a p p o i n t e d by the E a s t e r n C o m m e r c i a l T e a c h e r s A s s o c i a t i o n , m a i n -

84 
t a in ing a doub le p u r p o s e i n t h e i r s t a t e m e n t of o b j e c t i v e s . 

In d i s c u s s i n g b u s i n e s s t e a c h e r e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m s , D r . F o r k n e r adds 

the a r e a of g e n e r a l e d u c a t i o n to t h e v o c a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e . 

A l though v o c a t i o n a l p r e p a r a t i o n and v o c a t i o n a l g u i d a n c e a r e the chief 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n s for b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n a t any l e v e l , t h e r e i s a l s o the i m p o r t a n t 

a r e a of g e n e r a l e d u c a t i o n to w h i c h b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n , b r o a d l y c o n c e i v e d , 

c o n t r i b u t e s i n a v e r y l a r g e p a r t . 

E v e r y l i s t of the o b j e c t i v e s of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n i n c l u d e s r e f e r e n c e 

to both the b a s i c and o c c u p a t i o n a l a s p e c t s of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n . F u r t h e r 

e x a m i n a t i o n of s u c h l i s t s c l a r i f i e s the dua l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n , 

86 
b a s i c and o c c u p a t i o n a l . 

83 E a r l P . Strong, The Organizat ion, Adminis t ra t ion and Supervision 
of Bus iness Educat ion, unpublished E d . D . Thes i s , New York Univers i ty , 1943, 
p . 327. 

84 Hanna, "Concerning the Objectives of Business Education", Op. Cit . , 

p . 167. 

85 F o r k n e r , Op. Cit. , p . 54. 

86 McKee Fisk , "Edi tor" , "The Functions of Business Educat ion", 
Eighth Yearbook, National Bus iness Teache r s Associat ion, The P r inc ip l e s of 
Bus iness Educat ion, 1942, p . 7-11. 
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The war effort placed g rea t e r emphasis upon production and efficient 

p e r f o r m a n c e . However , genera l education was included in the dual object ive. 

"Technica l occupational t ra ining for all levels of work mus t be supplemented 

by appropr ia t e and needed education of a genera l or commonly useful n a t u r e " . 

Even though the vocational objective is recognized as the p r i m a r y or bas ic 

goal, other purposes a r e quickly added. 

The bas ic a im of bus iness education is to p r e p a r e young people 
for usefulness in bus iness—for the earning of a living by the t r a i n ­
ing of specia l ab i l i t i e s . While i t is a n e c e s s a r y p a r t of i ts function 
to see that young people a r e well p r epa red for this purpose , i t i s 
equally n e c e s s a r y that they be p repa red for the living of a l i fe . 

U . S . Commiss ione r of Education, John W. Studebaker, r epor t s dual 

purposes and functions for bus iness education in the secondary school: 

1) Vocational Business Training, which per ta ins specif ical ly 
to job t ra in ing , and 

2) Consumer Bus iness Education, which is non-vocat ional . 

87 McKee F i sk , "Edi tor" , "The Bus iness Cur r i cu lum" , Ninth Yea r -
book, National Bus iness Teache r s Associa t ion, The P r inc ip l e s of Business 
Education, 1943, p . 277. 

88 Ib id . , p . 282-283. 

89 John W. Studebaker , "Business Education at the Secondary School 
Leve l" , The A m e r i c a n Business Education Yearbook, Community Cooperat ion 
in Bus iness Educat ion, Volume 1, 1944, p . 91 . 
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The emphas is during this per iod is on the dual objective. Muse also 

ag ree s that bus iness education has a two-fold function: 

1) It should contr ibute to the genera l education of the l e a r n e r ; 
2) It should provide vocational fitness for those educable and 

employable . ' u 

Although pa t t e rns of thought during this per iod can bes t be evaluated 

as meet ing the r equ i r emen t s of the dual objective, one impor tan t tendency 

is noted. The re is an inc reas ing number of bus iness educators who l i s ted 

the genera l education objective f i rs t , an indicat ion of the i n c r e a s e d i m p o r ­

tance given to the genera l education values of bus iness education. 

During the f i r s t p a r t of this per iod the pendulum swung from one 

objective to another resul t ing in unsa t i s fac tory object ives , poorly organized 

cu r r i cu lum, overlapping of functions at different grade l eve l s , and a vague 

philosophy of bus iness education. 

4 . Al ternat ing Cycles of Object ives, 1948-1965. 

During this per iod, r a the r than the purposes of bus iness education 

changing f rom one objective to another at i r r e g u l a r , frequent i n t e rva l s , the 

development of objectives followed a more sys temat ic pa t t e rn . Although the 

vocational objective was not neglected, the major objective, however , con­

tinued to be the dual object ive. 

90 Pau l F . Muse, "Pr inc ip les of Cur r i cu lum Construct ion in General 
Bus iness Educat ion" , The Changing Business Education Cur r i cu lum, The 
A m e r i c a n Bus iness Education Yearbook, Vol. 4, 1947, p . 49. 
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Combination - Vocat ional /Dual Objective, 1948-1951 - - Analysis of 

the l i t e r a t u r e indicated a pronounced change from exclusively the dual objec­

tive to the vocat ional . A combination objective, therefore , is utilized, for this 

sho r t pe r iod . One of the s t ronges t proponents of the vocational objective, 

Dr . J M a r s h a l l Hanna, as la te as 1948, s ta ted: 

It is my opinion that the secondary-school business cur r icu lum 
does not have two equally impor tan t functions. It has but one major 
function and that is to provide a p r o g r a m of pre-vocat ional and, 
vocat ional t ra in ing . That is why our bus iness cur r icu lum exists in 
the secondary school and that is the r eason why we, as business 
t e a c h e r s , a r e t h e r e , to a s s u m e otherwise is s imply not being 
r e a l i s t i c and is not consis tent with cur ren t ly accepted, views of 
educat ional a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . 

The p r i m a r y objectives in bus iness education l isted by Turi l le include 

the development of: 

1) occupational ski l l competency on the ini t ial contact level; 
2) occupational in te l l igence; 
3) re la ted technica l and. background business knowledge and ski l l s ; 

92 

4) consumer educat ion. 7 

Walte rs and Nolan ve ry definitely s tated, "To p r e p a r e students as 

competent bus iness employees was the f i rs t , and st i l l i s , the chief objective 
93 of bus iness educat ion". 

91 Hanna, Fundamenta l I ssues of Business Education, Op. Cit. , p . 13. 

92 Stephen J . Tur i l l e , P r inc ip l e s and Methods in Business Education, 
Stauton, Virg in ia , McClure , 1949, p . 10. 

93 R. G. Wal te rs and C .A. Nolan, P r inc ip l e s and. P r o b l e m s of Business 
Educat ion, Cincinnat i , South-Western , 1950, p . 20. 
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In addition to job competency, mos t bus iness educators and employers 

want p rospec t ive employees to have knowledges and re la ted information of 

bus iness and the occupational a r e a . Ha rms s t a t e s , "Occupational intel l igence 

94 is a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c p o s s e s s e d by the p rope r ly adjusted office w o r k e r " . 

Hayden's study of fundamental i s sue s in bus iness education pa ra l l e l s 

the 1939 study of Dr Hanna, and the re fo re , can be cons idered a t en -yea r 

check-up on bas ic i s s u e s . This study is p r i m a r i l y concerned with Chapter I, 

Functions of Business Educat ion. These two studies cover the c ruc ia l 

Pe r iod of Cont roversy , 1933-1948, at l ea s t . These studies r e p r e s e n t 

a t tempts to solve the major i s sue in bus iness education. The f i rs t i s sue 

was an a t tempt to de te rmine the p r i m a r y function of bus iness education in 

95 
the secondary school . 

A change in opinion of the bus iness l e ade r s of the Country is ref lected 

in the a n a l y s i s . In 1939, only "17% of the bus iness l eade r s favored the 'dual1 

96 objective of bus iness educat ion". But, "95% of the respondents p r e f e r r e d 

97 
the 'dual ' ob jec t ive" in the 1950 study of Hayden. 

94 H a r m H a r m s , Methods in Vocational Business Education, 
Cincinnati , South-Western , 1949, p . 312. 

95 Car los K. Hayden, Major I ssues in Business Education, unpublished 
P h . D . d i s s e r t a t i on , Ohio State Universi ty , Columbus, 1950, p . 317. 

96 Hanna, Fundamenta l I s sues of Business Education, Op. Cit. , p . 13. 

97 Hayden, Op. Cit. , p . 317. 
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The second i s s u e was an a t tempt to de te rmine the a im of vocational 

bus iness t ra ining in the secondary schools : specific sk i l l s , knowledges and 

abi l i t ies needed for specific jobs in bus iness ; a broad genera l bus iness back­

ground in p r epa ra t i on for any one of a var ie ty of jobs within the same occupa­

tional field; or a combination of the first two. 

"Business education should provide the student with specific sk i l l s , 

knowledges, and abi l i t ies needed for specific jobs in bus iness , as well as a 

98 
broad genera l bus iness background". This general iza t ion r e p r e s e n t s a 

shift in opinion of half of the l eade r s who responded to the ques t ionnai re ; 

66% of the respondents in the 1950 study favored the contention, as compared 

99 
with 17% in 1939. 

With the expansion of bus iness e n t e r p r i s e s , an increas ing ly l a r g e r 

va r ie ty of jobs developed. No longer was i t justified to p r e p a r e for l imi ted 

specia l ized pos i t ions . P r e p a r a t i o n for vocational a r e a s or occupational 

groups of jobs s eemed m o r e d e s i r a b l e . 

Most bus iness educa to r s , 25 out of 35, or over 70%, believed that 

bus iness students in the secondary school should receive specia l ized skil l 

t ra ining in m o r e than one occupational a r e a . 

98 Hayden, Op. Cit. , p . 317. 

99 Hanna, Fundamenta l I ssues of Business Education, Op. Cit. , p . 13. 

100 Car los K. Hayden, Major I ssues in Business Education, Monograph 
75, Cincinnat i , South-Western , 1951, p . 5. 
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All A m e r i c a n youth need p repara t ion for everyday living in a world in 

which bus iness touches a lmos t every human act ivi ty . They mus t be economi­

cally l i t e r a t e and be able to manage their bus iness act ivi t ies of a pe r sona l and 

family n a t u r e . " P r e p a r a t i o n for economic l i t e racy and everyday bus iness 

competence i s one of the m o s t impor tan t phases of bus iness education. Such 

101 
t ra ining is non-vocat ional in na ture and genera l education in pu rpose" . 

F r e e m a n ' s careful study of the extensive l i t e r a tu r e revealed that 

" there is subs tant ia l ag reemen t that bus iness education pa r t i cu la r ly on the 

secondary school level has two equally impor tan t functions. One function is 

to provide for vocational t ra ining for bus iness s tudents , the other function is 

102 
to provide an es sen t i a l p a r t of the genera l education for all youth". 

The vocat ional /dual objective was foremost in the profess ional l i t e r a ­

tu re , but the genera l education values of bus iness education did not go 

unrecognized . 

Genera l Education E m p h a s i s , 1951-1958 - - The innovations brought 

about by scientif ic r e s e a r c h and development, an apprecia t ion for higher 

education, the added emphas is given engineer ing, math and the sc iences by 

"sputnik" and the space p r o g r a m all combined to bring genera l bus iness out 

in the " l imel ight" . 

101 F r e e m a n , Op. Cit. , p . 7. 

102 Ib id . , p . 11. 
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The ro le of the ci t izen and responsibi l i ty of the school is brought out 

by Bake r : 

The ro le of the ci t izen in modern indus t r ia l ized and techno­
logical soc ie ty demands competence to deal effectively with the 
everyday p rob lems of bus iness and finance and, in addition, i t 
cal ls for judicious ski l l in making judgment on social and econo­
mic i s s u e s of a pol i t ical na tu re . Since these competencies a r e 
not l ikely to be acquired in o rd inary daily l iving, i t becomes the 
respons ib i l i ty of the school , as the agent of society, to provide 
learn ing exper iences that will guarantee a reasonable fund of 
informat ion and. a bas ic se t of values which will enable youth 
to contr ibute to the p r e s e r v a t i o n and development of a free 

• . 103 socie ty . 

The function of the school in a free society mus t keep "in tune" with 

social change. This i s vividly described, by Harap : 

The rapidi ty of social change makes specia l demands upon the 
m o d e r n school . There is a need to give g rea t e r attention to those 
aspec t s of daily living which have been deeply influenced by inven­
tion, by economic change, by new means of communicat ion and 
t r anspor t a t ion , and by new r e c r e a t i o n s . Social change demands 
that young people shal l have an opportunity to go to the bottom of 
community p r o b l e m s . It i s the function of the school to equip 
youth to do the i r p a r t in solving the p rob lems of this genera t ion . 

In recen t yea r s the re has been g rea t e r emphasis on the academic 

studies of the secondary schools with a corresponding d e c r e a s e of emphasis 

on the p r ac t i c a l a r t s and vocational education. 

103 G. Derwood. Baker , The Business Educa to r ' s Responsibi l i ty for 
Economic Educat ion, Tenth Annual Delta Pi Epsilon Lec tu re , Chicago, I l l inois , 
December 28, 1951, Cincinnati , South-Western , 1952, p . 26. 

104 Henry Harap , Cur r i cu lum Trends at Mid-Century , Eleventh Annual 
Delta P i Eps i lon L e c t u r e , Chicago, I l l inois , December 29, 1952, Cincinnati , 
Sou th-Wes te rn , 1953, p . 14. 
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H e i m e r l r e p o r t s , "a definite t rend away from the vocational courses 

to the gene ra l education objective of the soc ia l -bus iness s u b j e c t s " . 1 0 5 

E y s t e r , recognizing the t rend, suggests m o r e involvement by bus i ­

ness education: 

The new emphas is on genera l education that we have in our 
A m e r i c a n high schools opens the way for bus iness education to 
become a v e r y potent factor in the genera l high school cu r r i cu lum. 
Bus iness education has a genuine contribution to make to the 
genera l high school p r o g r a m . ^ ° 

"Genera l education is not complete unless it includes cer ta in phases 

107 
of bus iness educat ion". Education for bus iness has a r ea l opportunity and 

responsib i l i ty on al l levels of the spec t rum of education. Business and eco­

nomic unders tanding should not be l imited to manage r s and execut ives . 

Economic l i t e r acy for all the people is a challenge for bus iness education. 

Economic education is one aspec t of bus iness education that can cut ac ros s 

l i be ra l and vocat ional education l i nes . "Economic education can make a 

108 
contribution to both l i be ra l and vocational education." 

105 Ramon P . H e i m e r l , "Cur r icu lum Trends in Business Education 
in Secondary SchoolsJ' C . B . E . A . Bulletin, Vol. 11, No. 1, Spring 1954, p . 12. 

106 Elvin S. E y s t e r , "Business Education 1965-1970, P lus or Minus" , 
Theta Thots , Vol. 21 , No. 3, August 1965, p . 8. 

107 , "Educational P r o g r a m and P r o c e d u r e s for Students at 
the Secondary Leve l " , Bus iness as a Social Institution, Univers i ty of Chicago, 
Conference on Bus iness Education, P roceed ings , 1938, p . 12. 

108 J . Harvey Dodd, et . a l . , Toward Bet ter Economic Education, 
Monograph 104, Cincinnati , South-Western , 1961, p . 1. 
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The widespread lack of unders tanding of the Amer ican bus iness 

sy s t em is viewed with a l a r m by bus iness and indus t ry . They have concluded 

that economic education can no longer be left to the schools and educa to r s . 

Expendi ture by bus iness for extensive economic educational p r o g r a m s is 

i nc reas ing annually. In a r e p o r t of his D . B . A . r e s e a r c h study, Overman 

r e c o m m e n d s : 

A be t te r unders tanding of the Amer ican bus iness sy s t em than 
i s now being provided should be a p a r t of genera l education at the 
e l emen ta ry , secondary , and collegiate l eve l s . Much of the r e ­
sponsibi l i ty now being a s sumed by indus t ry c lear ly belongs in the 
academic c l a s s r o o m . The fact that p r e s e n t p r o g r a m s of indus t ry 
provide only an incomple te knowledge of the economic sys tem 
i n c r e a s e s the respons ib i l i ty of academic inst i tut ions for giving 
students a thorough understanding of economic p r inc ip l e s . 7 

Dr. E r n e s t O. Melby, in "Economic Education is a Must", makes 

the need quite c l ea r for a bas i c unders tanding and apprecia t ion of our economic 

sys t em: 

In the p r e s e n t cold war for human freedom, our opponents 
believe that we shal l u l t imate ly lose because our economic sys t em 
will fail u s . The only way we can prove them wrong, and the only 
way we can make human freedom a rea l i ty , is to give our cit izens 
the economic att i tude and understanding that will equip them to 
develop sound economic pol icies and which will make our economic 
sy s t em a foundation for f reedom, r a the r than a source of weakness 
in c r i s e s . Such education will be effective as it examines the i s s u e s 
c l ea r ly in the free m a r k e t of opinion which should preva i l in every 
school and col lege. It will have meaning, and power, as i t is con­
ducted in the t rue sp i r i t of democracy and as i t is dominated by a 
concern for m o r a l and sp i r i tua l va lues . ° 

109 Glenn D. Overman, Economic Concepts Everyone Should Know. 
Monograph 95, Cincinnati , South-Western , 1954, p . 43 . 

110 E r n e s t O. Melby, "Economic Education is a Must" , Journa l of 
Educat ional Sociology, Vol. 23 , March 1950, p . 388. 
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E y s t e r notes the impor tance of economic and business unders tanding: 

Economic understanding not only for manage r s and l e a d e r s , 
but a lso for all of the people, i s a p r i m e requis i te for a free 
competi t ive economy. The future not only of the free en t e rp r i s e 
or competi t ive economic sys t em, but also of democracy depends 
at l ea s t in p a r t upon ra is ing the level of economic and business 
unders tanding on the p a r t of the genera l public . Attitudes that 
a r e not compatible with the pr inciples of democracy and with 
the free e n t e r p r i s e s y s t e m often s t em from a lack of knowledge 
and unders tanding of democracy and of e n t e r p r i s e . 

There is a t rend to delay specia l iza t ion to pe rmi t more emphasis in 

the genera l education a r e a . Many admin i s t r a to r s of schools of bus iness 

have come to the conclusion that t ra ining for the first job can be m o r e 

efficiently conducted by the employer and that the role of the collegiate 

112 school of bus iness l ies p r i m a r i l y in t ra ining for executive l eade r sh ip . 

There is a s t rong tendency on the pa r t of many schools to supplant 

specia l ized courses in the ea r ly per iod of the s tudent 's collegiate education 

113 
with cou r se s of a m o r e genera l na tu re . 

In no per iod in the long h i s to ry of education for business has the 

genera l education objective rece ived so much attention. The l i t e r a tu re and 

r e s e a r c h of this per iod subs tant ia tes the null hypothesis that the p r i m a r y 

objective of bus iness education is not vocat ional . 

111 Elvin S. E y s t e r , "The Need for Economic Education", The 
A m e r i c a n Bus iness Education Yearbook, Educating Youth for Economic 
Competence , Vol. 15, 1958, p . 15. 

112 L . J . Benninger , "Trends in the Development of Higher Education 
for Bus iness ", The A m e r i c a n Business Education Yearbook, Education for 
Bus iness Beyond High School, Vol. 14, 1957, p . 48-49 . 

113 Ib id . , p . 49 . 
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Douglas , in one of the few new profess ional educational texts published 

during this time, mainta ins the dual objective: "All bus iness education 

endeavors may bes t be f i r s t broadly divided into two c l a s ses of goals or 

genera l object ives , namely vocational education and non-vocational or genera l 

114 education. 

It i s e s sen t i a l to recognize that in well taught vocational courses 

students can and do p r o g r e s s toward a number of essen t ia l genera l education 

va lues . "The effective p r o g r a m for occupational t ra ining will provide both a 

genera l education emphas is in vocational courses and specific genera l educa­

tion cour ses adequate to mee t the common needs of c i t izenship, family life, 

115 pe r sona l life, and the vocational needs of s tuden ts" . 

During this per iod , when bus iness education was being c r i t i c ized by 

many w r i t e r s f rom outside the profess ion, many business educators were 

equally c r i t i c a l . A typical a s s e s s m e n t w a s : 

P e r h a p s the m o s t se r ious indictment against vocational education 
is that i t builds the ski l ls with which to ea rn a living, but fails to 
give a philosophy by which to live a par t ic ipat ing l ife. In the long 
run, a philosophy by which to live is m o r e impor tan t than a specific 
tool with which to ea rn a l iving. But the purpose of education need 
not be a cul ture v s . a vocation; it can be cul ture through a vocation. 
A cu l ture that holds i tself apa r t from working, s truggling human 
beings and which has i ts roots in a disdain for economic wel l -being 
does not widely par t i c ipa te in common in t e r e s t s and p u r p o s e s . 

114 Lloyd V. Douglas, et . a l . , Teaching Business Subjects , Englewood 
Cliffs, New J e r s e y , P r e n t i c e - H a l l , 1958, p . 31 . 

115 B . L a m a r Johnson, General Education in Action, Amer i can Council 
on Educat ion, Washington, Government Pr in t ing Office, 1952, p . 321. 

116 D . D . L e s s e n b e r r y , "Reforming the F u t u r e " , The Delta Pi Epsi lon 
J o u r n a l , Vol. 1, September 1957, p . 7. 



THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE - UNITED STATES 181 

The gene ra l education objective at tained i t s mos t prominent posit ion 

throughout the h i s to ry of bus iness education during the "fift ies". The r e s e a r c h 

cited b e a r s out this observa t ion . Pe rhaps Gra tz ' s study p re sen t s the bes t 

s u m m a r y and analys is of the l i t e r a t u r e of the per iod 1951-1958, which sub­

s tant ia tes the genera l education objective and supports the null hypothesis 

117 

that the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education is not vocat ional . 

Dual Objective in Business Education, 1958-1961 - - The impac t of 

the genera l education movement finally waned as the dual objective once again 

was voiced in the profess ional l i t e r a t u r e . The switch from the vocational 

objective to the genera l education objective did not solve the p rob l ems , as 

confusion and d isorganiza t ion exis ted. Wanous believes that l ibera l a r t s 

cour ses do not p r e p a r e young people for c a r e e r s in bus iness ; graduates with 
118 

l ibe ra l a r t s degrees have a tough t ime being placed. Johnson wise ly s ta ted, 

"General education and vocational education mus t not be se t one against the 

119 
other . Actually, each complements the o the r" . Another business educator 

117 J e r r e E. Gra tz , Major I s sues in Business Education, Monograph 
106, Cincinnat i , South-Western , 1962, i v - 1 0 8 p . 

118 S . J . Wanous, "Is Libera l Ar t s Best P r e p a r a t i o n for Business 
C a r e e r s ? " , C . B . E . A . Bulletin, Vol. 17, No. 4, May I960, p . 1-2. 

119 Johnson, Op* C i t . , p . 220. 
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advised, "A p rope r balance between specia l ized and l ibe ra l education is 

, 1 2 0 
n e c e s s a r y . Ba rnes advocated " integrat ion of l ibe ra l and vocational 

• ,,121 education . 

Bus iness educators had disenchanted the genera l education objective 

but w e r e not willing to r e tu rn to the vocational objective that had brought 

about d i scordance throughout the profess ion . Business condit ions, and the 

economic factors and fo rces , we re to play an impor tan t role in the d e t e r m i ­

nation of the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education. The dual objective 

acted as an equal izer as equanimity p reva i led . Business is dynamic and 

ever -changing . There fo re , education for bus iness mus t not be s ta t ic , it 

mus t keep pace with the inst i tut ion it has been designed to s e r v e . 

The tendency of technical and profess ional education is to shape 
i tself exclusively to a dual purpose ; to provide technical , profess ional 
or spec ia l i s t skil ls needed by our society and to provide individuals 
capable of m a s t e r i n g these skil ls with an opportunity to make a living 
in a useful and satisfying way. 

Bus iness education today has many facets and has acquired the many 

complexi t ies of the bus iness world i t s e r v e s . 

120 S i s t e r M. Sarah, "The L ibera l Ar t s v s . Special ized Education", 
Journa l of Bus iness Education, Vol. 35, No. 9, May I960, p . 350-351. 

121 H . T . B a r n e s , "Libera l v s . Vocational Education", The Balance 
Sheet, Vol. 45 , No. 1, September 1963, p . 3 . 

122 Milton Katz, "L ibera l Education in Education for Bus ines s " , 
Bus iness Hor izons , Vol. 2, No. 3, Fa l l 1959, p . 78-79. 
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J u s t as education in the broad sense is no longer adequately 
desc r ibed in t e r m s of the th ree R ' s , so bus iness education is no 
longer p r o p e r l y defined in t e r m s of the s imple t r i umvi ra t e of 
bookkeeping, shor thand, and typewri t ing. 

Accent on the Vocational Objective, 1961-1965 - - The economic 

changes in our socie ty have c rea ted an inc reas ing need for more highly 

skil led and educated w o r k e r s , but have also reduced the ski l ls needed by a 

l a rge bloc of w o r k e r s . 

"Rapid technological developments inevitably bring radica l changes 

in occupational demands and r e q u i r e m e n t s . On one hand, new jobs a r e 

c rea ted by technological developments ; on the other , some jobs will d i s -

i, 124 appea r" . 

A U . S . Depar tment of Labor r epo r t concludes that "the kinds of jobs 

that indus t ry will need w o r k e r s for will also change. Profess iona l office 

125 
and sa les jobs wil l grow fas tes t " . 

Educat ion for bus iness has been challenged to accept the r e s p o n s i ­

bility for t ra ining and re t ra in ing to mee t the rapidly changing requ i rement s 

of the modern bus iness office. 

123 Edwin A. Swanson, "Trends in Business Education", N . E . A. 
Jou rna l , Vol . 49, No. 8, November I960, p . 51 . 

124 Dor is H. Crank and Floyd L. Crank, "Desired Outcomes of 
Educat ion and Thei r Relat ion to Education for Bus ine s s " , National Business 
Education Yearbook, New Pe r spec t i ve s in Education for Bus iness , 1963, p . 13. 

125 U . S . Depar tment of Labor , Manpower Challenge of the 1960's, 
Washington, Government Pr in t ing Office, I960, p . 10. 
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The compara t ive ly new field of office automation and data p r o ­
cess ing has c r ea t ed a va r i e ty of new posit ions far beyond the supply 
ava i lab le . The urgency of this si tuation can best be descr ibed by 
indicating that many of these new posit ions did not even exist eight 
yea r s ago. 

When the whole p ic tu re of data p rocess ing is reviewed in t e r m s 
of d i r ec t employment and the manufac tu re r s of this equipment, it 
is a fact that the data p rocess ing field is the thi rd l a r g e s t in the 
United States today, exceeded only by the automobile and s tee l 
i n d u s t r i e s . 

Technology has c rea ted a demand for m o r e people in posit ions of 

g r ea t e r respons ib i l i ty , thus requir ing educational p repa ra t ion . "It is the 

task of higher education, including the community junior college, to satisfy 

this d e m a n d " . 1 2 7 

Events Leading Up to the P a s s a g e of the Vocational Act of 1963 - -

The impac t of automation and technological change had a grea t affect on 

occupational pa t te rns and c rea ted unemployment and other re la ted p r o b l e m s . 

Business occupat ions , and office t raining in pa r t i cu la r , felt the impact m o r e 

forcibly. These events have been s u m m a r i z e d and l is ted as follows: 

126 Pau l M. P a i r , "Desi red Outcomes of Education for Business in 
P r iva t e Bus iness Schools and Col leges" , National Business Education Yea r ­
book, New P e r s p e c t i v e s in Education for Bus iness , 1963, p . 438. 

127 Rober t J . Thompson, "Des i red Outcomes of Education for 
Business in the Junior Col leges" , National Business Education Yearbook, 
New P e r s p e c t i v e s in Education for Bus iness , 1963, p . 374. 
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1) The r i s ing ra te of unemployment; 
2) Inc rea sed i n t e r e s t of the public and the p r e s s in vocational 

education as a poss ib le solution to some of our socia l 
p r o b l e m s ; 

3) The rapid i n c r e a s e in the b i r th ra te has produced surplus 
w o r k e r s in many occupational ca tegor ies , especia l ly in the 
ent ry pos i t ions ; 

4) The impac t of the inc reas ing par t ic ipat ion of women in the 
labor force ; 

5) P r e s s u r e s from minor i ty groups; 
6) Po l i t i ca l p r e s s u r e s for full employment and acce le ra ted 

national growth; 
7) Genera l recognit ion that fo rmer vocational acts were not 

adequate to deal with our labor and employment problems 
in the space age . ° 

The above factors played an impor tan t role in the development of 

legis la t ion affecting vocational education. "The Vocational Education Act of 

1963 is designed to reduce some of our employment problems growing out of 

automation and technological change". Because of these fac tors , business 

occupations will no doubt i n c r e a s e in the future. 

The U . S . Bureau of Labor Stat is t ics revea l that: 

In the pos twar per iod, 1947-1964, the number of whi te -co l la r 
w o r k e r s — p r o f e s s i o n a l s , execut ives , c l e r i ca l w o r k e r s , and s a l e s -
w o r k e r s - - g r e w from 20 mil l ion to 31 mil l ion, while the number of 
b lue -co l l a r w o r k e r s - - s k i l l e d , semi - sk i l l ed , and l a b o r e r s - - r o s e 
f rom 24 mil l ion to only 26 mil l ion. Thus , the balance i s shifting 
dec is ive ly f rom the lunchbox to the attache' c a s e . 

. . . the whi te -co l l a r occupations will r i s e fu r the r - - f rom 44 
pe r cen t in 1964 to 47 pe rcen t in 1975--while the b lue-co l la r jobs 
will continue the i r re la t ive dec l ine - - f rom 36 percen t in 1964 to 
34 pe r cen t in 1975 . 1 3 ° 

128 R. C. Van Wagenen, Business Education and Technological Change, 
Mimeographed Repor t , Bureau of Business Education, Sacramento , California, 
September 1964, p . 5 -6 . 

129 Ibid. , p . 1. 

130 Harold Goldstein, Education and Work Life in a Changing Economy, 
Bureauof Labor S ta t i s t i c s , Washington, Government Pr in t ing Office, 1965, p T l - 4 . 
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Meanwhile , occupational changes a r e taking p l a c e : 

Changes in the skil l r equ i r emen t s of each occupation a r e 
moving in d ive r se d i r ec t ions : for some occupations, new techno­
logy c r e a t e s needs for m o r e advanced sk i l l s ; in other occupations, 
the effect of technological change is s implif icat ion of jobs . ^1 

The above factors involving changing occupational r equ i rements 

pointed up the need for vocational t ra in ing . The need for, and the impor tance 

of, vocational education in our society is r epor ted by Van Wagenen: 

The need for g r e a t e r emphasis on the p repara t ion of both youth 
and adults for today's world of work is everywhere becoming r ecog ­
nized. As impor tan t as genera l education is for the development of 
the individual and the p r e s e r v a t i o n of our cul ture and way of life, i t 
i s not enough for the g rea t major i ty of people who mus t operate our 
mach ines , shops , and offices; provide our s e r v i c e s ; se l l and d i s t r i ­
bute the products of indus t ry . More and m o r e occupations requ i re 
ski l ls and spec ia l ized knowledge for which the re mus t be p r io r 

• • 1 32 

t r a in ing . 

This movement toward giving m o r e attention to the vocational objective 

of bus iness education has been slow in coming for a number of r e a s o n s . F i r s t , 

the p r e s s u r e s of the l a s t decade, 1950-1960, have been to "beef up education 

in sc ience and m a t h e m a t i c s - - h e n c e the switch to academic education". 

Second, t he re has been some uncer ta inty in the minds of business educators 

and b u s i n e s s m e n as to the nature of jobs which will emerge because of auto-
133 mat ion and technological change. 

131 Ibid. , p . 2 . 

132 R. C. Van Wagenen, Vocational Business Education in California, 
A P r o g r e s s Repor t , Mimeographed Report , Bureau of Business Education, 
Sac ramen to , California, 1964, p . 1-14. 

133 Ibid. , p . 3. 
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Vocational education in Amer i ca "was c rea ted to mee t the Nation's 

134 changing manpower n e e d s " . 

After being re lega ted to a subordinate posit ion in the h i e r a r chy of 

goals , the vocational objective was given new life by the demands of a 

changing world of work . Technology and automation played an impor tan t 

role in this development . Once again the c ry of the original objective of 

bus iness education was hea rd : "The f i r s t major objective of business educa­

tion is to t r a in for occupational competence in office, s a l e s , and manager i a l 

135 occupations in bus iness and indus t ry" . 

Bus iness education plays a vital role in the outcome of education. 

Six major outcomes -with which business education was mos t vitally con­

cerned w e r e l i s t ed . The f i r s t major outcome was, "A major task of education 

1 36 
for bus iness always has been p repara t ion for work" . 

The t e r m vocational t ra ining has given way to the new t e r m , 'occupa­

tional t ra in ing . ' Education for business has evolved from specific job t r a i n ­

ing to occupational t ra in ing . 

134 U . S . Depar tment of Health, Education and Welfare, "Vocational 
and Technica l Education in a Changing Economy", Vocational and Technical 
Education, Washington, Government Pr in t ing Office, 1963, p . 1. 

135 Rober t J . Thompson, "This Business of Business Education", 
C . B . E . A . Bullet in, Vol. 20, No. 2, December 1962, p . 1. 

136 Crank and Crank, Op. Cit. , p . 9. 
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" T h e o c c u p a t i o n a l a i m of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n shou ld be b a s e d on job 

137 o p p o r t u n i t i e s and e m p l o y m e n t r e q u i r e m e n t s " . 

The P r e s i d e n t ' s P a n e l of C o n s u l t a n t s a g r e e d tha t t r a i n i n g in office 

o c c u p a t i o n s qua l i f i ed a s v o c a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n and thus b e c a m e e l i g i b l e for 

1 38 
f e d e r a l funds for the f i r s t t i m e u n d e r the V o c a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n A c t of 1963 . 

B u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n a l s o m e e t s the p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e r e q u i r e m e n t s of v o c a ­

tional t r a i n i n g . " T h e p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e of any p r o g r a m of v o c a t i o n a l s t u d y 

139 i s the a b i l i t y to p e r f o r m s a t i s f a c t o r i l y i n a n o c c u p a t i o n " . 

F u r t h e r j u s t i f i c a t i o n for v o c a t i o n a l b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m s l i ed 

140 
in the " r e t e n t i o n p o w e r of v o c a t i o n a l s u b j e c t s " . B u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n ' s 

r o l e in the r e d u c t i o n of s c h o o l d r o p o u t s " v a l i d a t e s t r a i n i n g for v o c a t i o n a l 

141 
c o m p e t e n c e " . One of the m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t i t s long h i s t o r y 

has b e e n the p r o v i d i n g for i n d i v i d u a l d i f f e r e n c e s t h r o u g h a d i v e r s i f i e d p r o ­

g r a m of e d u c a t i o n for b u s i n e s s . 

137 S . J . Wanous, "An Evaluation of Cur r i cu lum P r a c t i c e s and Trends 
in Business Educat ion" , The National Business Education Yearbook, Recent 
and Pro jec ted Developments Affecting Bus iness Education, 1964, p . 23 . 

138 Hamden L. F o r k n e r , "Vocational Business Education Under the 
Vocational Educat ion Act of 1963", The Balance Sheet, Vol. 45 , No. 6, 
Feb rua ry 1964, p . 256. 

139 Elvin S. E y s t e r , "Malprac t ice in Vocational and Technical Bus iness 
Education", Journa l of Bus iness Education, Vol. 38, No. 5, F e b r u a r y 1963, p . 180, 

140 Joseph Grube r , "Delay Vocational Business Educat ion? A n E m p h a t i c 
No!" , The Balance Sheet, Vol. 47, No. 2, October 1965, p . 52-54. 

141 Rober t D. S t rom, "School Dropouts in a World of Work", C . T . A . 
Journal , Vol. 60, No. 4, October 1964, p . 4 - 6 . 
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During the " s i x t i e s " the pendulum swung forcibly to the vocational 

education object ive; however , the a r e a of genera l education continued to be 

recognized. "The higher one goes in the vocational h i e r a rchy , the m o r e 

basic is genera l education. Good vocational education was effective only if 

142 
there had been an adequate genera l education". Genera l education con­

tinued as a n e c e s s a r y foundation for bus iness education on the collegiate 

level . "As vocational education tends to become more profess ional , genera l 

143 
education becomes p redominan t" . With proper ar t icula t ion of the bus iness 

p r o g r a m s on al l levels of ins t ruc t ion , the contribution to the en t i re school 

p rogram goes unchallenged. "Business education has a genuine contribution 

, 144 
to make to the genera l high school p r o g r a m . 

In te rpre ta t ion of object ives , including re la t ionships between objectives 

and a compara t ive app ra i sa l , is d i scussed next. 

5. Summary , In te rpre ta t ion , and Appra isa l of the Object ives . 

Vocational Objective E r a , 1635-1917 - - The only a im of the app ren ­

ticeship sy s t em was qualification for a bus iness posit ion by t ra ining for a 

142 H . A . Tonne, "General v s . Vocational Education", Journa l of 
Business Education, Vol. 40, No. 8, Apri l 1965, p . 280. 

143 Binford H. P e e p l e s , A His to ry of the Business Education Depar tment 
of the National Education Associa t ion , unpublished E d . D . d i s se r t a t ion , Univer ­
sity of Kentucky, Lexington, 1964, p . 161. 

144 E y s t e r , Op. C i t . , p . 8. 
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specific t r a d e . The p r i m a r y purpose of the bus iness college was p r e p a r a t i o n 

for employment in the world of b u s i n e s s . The vocational objective was a l so 

predominant during the e a r l y p a r t of the per iod of secondary school dominance . 

Veri f icat ion of the vocat ional objective as the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness 

education inval idated the assumpt ion that education for bus iness was not voca ­

tional. However , this posi t ion was s t rengthened for the f i r s t time when higher 

education for bus ines s s t r e s s e d the gene ra l education objective in addition to 

providing an opportunity to p r e p a r e for a vocat ion. The development of the 

junior col leges with an emphas i s on the pr incip le of genera l education fur thered 

the non-vocat ional objective (of bus iness education). 

This development made i t c lea r that one p r i m a r y objective should not 

be fitted to al l levels or a l l types of ins t i tu t ions . Each level of ins t ruc t ion 

should se t i t s own object ive. Much of the confusion of objectives in bus iness 

education can be a t t r ibuted to the l a rge number of cour ses and a r e a s of s tudy 

in addition to the mu l t i - l eve l s of ins t ruc t ion . It was not until the soc ia l s tudies 

were in tegra ted with vocational bus iness education, that a dual objective was 

conceived. 

In tegra t ion of Vocat ional Bus iness Education, 1917-1933 - - Bus iness 

education was excluded f rom the f i r s t vocat ional education a c t - - t h e Smi th -

Hughes Act . C o m m e r c i a l educa tors had jus t won recogni t ion a s ^ a c a d e m i c " 

or " cu l t u r a l " educat ion and displayed no i n t e r e s t in the drafting of the F e d e r a l 

Act. Even though bus ines s e d u c a t o r s , for the m o s t p a r t , ignored the Smi th -

Hughes Act , the F i r s t F e d e r a l Board for Vocational Educat ion, (d i rec ted by 
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Char les A. P r o s s e r ) , supported and encouraged bus iness education to the full 

extent of avai lable funds. Additional recognit ion of the vocational objective 

was d i sce rn ib le with the organizat ion of a c o m m e r c i a l education depar tment 

(as p a r t of the scheme of vocational education) by the Amer ican Vocational 

Associa t ion . 

The Cardinal P r inc ip l e s of Secondary Education emphasized the social 

s tudies and led the way for the in tegra t ion of the social s tudies with bus iness 

education. Training for occupational a r ea s r a the r than specific jobs opened 

the way for m o r e genera l education c o u r s e s . Resul tant social and economic 

conditions of the Depress ion applied additional impetus to the genera l educa­

tion movement . As i t became difficult to se lec t one objective over another , 

both vocational and genera l education objectives w e r e accepted, giving b i r th 

to a "dual" ob jec t ive - -a combination of the vocational and the genera l educa­

tion object ive. Even though the dual objective gained momentum, the vocational 

phase was commonly repor ted as the p r i m a r y objective and invar iably was 

l isted f i r s t among other poss ib le object ives . Considerable profess ional 

writ ing cons idered bus iness education both genera l and vocational in na tu re , 

thus c rea t ing the a tmosphe re for con t roversy . 

P e r i o d of Cont roversy , 1933-1948 - - Expansion and complexity of 

bus iness c r ea t ed a va r i e ty of objectives on different educational levels of 

ins t ruc t ion . This led to confusion and resul ted in misguided a i m s . Dr . Hanna 's 
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comprehens ive study on fundamental i s sues covering the decade of the 

" t h i r t i e s " , r evea led that the re was a lmos t complete unanimity of opinion--

70 out of 78 bus iness educa to r s , or 90%, agreed that business education is 

both vocat ional and genera l education. When questioned as to the p r i m a r y 

function of bus iness education in the secondary school, 48 out of 78 bus iness 

educa tors , or 62%, held to the vocational objective; 17 out of 78, or 21%, 

held to the non-vocat ional objective, and 13 out of 78, or only 17%, felt that 

bus iness education was cha rac t e r i zed by the dual function. 

During the World War II i n t e r i m per iod, bus iness educators held to 

the theory that vocational education should be built upon as broad a foundation 

of genera l education as poss ib l e . The dual responsib i l i ty of bus iness educa­

tion credi ted the vocational objective as the p r i m a r y one toward the beginning 

of the per iod, but l a t e r the pendulum swung to the impor tance of the genera l 

education va lues . The per iod was marked with unsat i s fac tory object ives , 

poorly organized cu r r i cu lum, overlapping of functions at different grade 

levels , and a vague philosophy of bus iness education. 

Al ternat ing Cycles of Object ives, 1948-1965 - - The dual objective 

soon gave way to the vocat ional . R e s e a r c h ver i f ies that leading bus iness 

educators now p r e f e r r e d the "dual" objective. During the "fift ies" the p r i m a r y 

objective changed abrupt ly from vocational to genera l education. Economic 

education rece ived a much needed boost as the re was a t rend to delay spec i a l i ­

zation to allow m o r e genera l education sub jec t s . 
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Following the period in which the genera l education objective attained 

i t s mos t p rominen t posi t ion throughout the h i s to ry of business education, the 

profess ional l i t e r a t u r e s t r e s s e d the dual objective for s eve ra l y e a r s . In tegra­

tion of l i be r a l and vocational education was advocated and the goal was to 

achieve a balance between the two object ives . 

Economic changes and rapid technological developments changed the 

r equ i r emen t s of the modern bus iness office, creat ing posit ions requir ing 

added respons ib i l i t i es and educational p repara t ion . Technology and automation 

gave the vocational objective a vigorous impetus and chal lenge. 

Summary of the Objectives - - The vocational objective was validated 

as the p r i m a r y objective of business education from 1635 to 1933. F r o m 1933 

to 1951, the dual objective reigned s u p r e m e . Analysis and a s s e s s m e n t of the 

objectives f rom 1635 to 1933 and from 1933 to 1951 refute the null hypothesis 

that the p r i m a r y objective of business education was not vocational . The null 

hypothesis was s t rongly supported during the period 1951 to 1958 when genera l 

education was definitely the p r i m a r y objective. The null hypothesis was r e i n ­

forced during the next few yea r s with a heavy concentrat ion on the dual 

object ive. 

During the " s i x t i e s " the vocational objective made a strong comeback, 

subs tant ia l ly weakening the null hypothes is . Like the bus iness world i t s e r v e s , 

bus iness education is var ied as to purpose and method. 

Goals and a ims of bus iness education often var ied considerably from 

one level of in s t ruc t ion to another , one p r o g r a m to another , and from one 
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ins t i tu t ion to another . In the final ana lys i s , bus iness education has two major 

object ives : 1) to p r e p a r e students for, and in, bus iness employment , and 

2) to p r e p a r e students for, and in, those bus iness exper iences in which "a l l " 

ci t izens should be prof icient , both in knowledge and in pe r fo rmance . The f i rs t 

i s vocat ional and the second non-vocat ional or genera l education. Although 

the vocat ional objective has remained the p r i m a r y objective of business 

education, i t i s by no means an exclusive objective. 

In te rp re ta t ion and Appra i sa l of Objectives - - Throughout its active 

life, bus iness education had been cr i t ic ized for a lack of organization, unity, 

and a s t a t emen t of objectives and p r inc ip l e s . 

The Eighth Yearbook of the National Business Teachers Associat ion 

was an a t tempt to m e e t the needs of business education for an authori tat ive 

s t a tement of i t s philosophy and p r inc ip le s . Dr . McKee Fisk , Edi tor , s ta tes 

in the Introduct ion: 

One of the p r e s s i n g needs of bus iness education is an au thor i ­
tat ive s t a t emen t of i ts philosophy and p r inc ip le s . Realizing th is , 
the Yearbook Commit tee asked a group of individuals , each in his 
own r ight a recognized authori ty in the field, to p r e p a r e a joint 
s t a t emen t which would bring together thei r own thinking, as well 
as that of o t h e r s , in the form of a se t of guiding p r inc ip le s . 

A s t a t emen t of the major objectives of business education w a s not 

embodied in any of the 57 pr inc ip les stated in the 1942 National Business 

T e a c h e r s Assoc ia t ion Yearbook. The only shortcoming of this pra isewor thy, 

145 McKee F isk , "Edi tor" , "The Pr inc ip les of Business Education}' 
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outstanding study was that it did not include its p r i m a r y purposes as a guiding 

p r inc ip le . This w r i t e r feels that the first o rde r of business should have been 

to s ta te the objectives and pr inciples as the f i r s t guiding pr inc ip le . Lomax 

is in ag reemen t on this point, ". . . an adequate express ion of a philosophy 

of a given field of knowledge r equ i r e s that i t s p r i m a r y purposes should be 

146 
stated in a guiding p r inc ip le" . 

In spite of this shor tcoming, Lomax s t a t e s , "This is s t i l l the mos t 

comprehens ive , thorough-going study of fundamental pr inciples of bus iness 

education which has ever been undertaken by a profess ional associa t ion in 

147 
this field". 

Evidence p resen ted throughout the study validates the vocational objec­

tive as the p r i m a r y objective of business education over much of i ts long 

h i s to ry . With the r e t u r n to the p r imacy of the vocational objective in the 

" s i x t i e s " , a complete cycle has been es tabl ished. The a l ternat ing cycles of 

objectives a r e graphical ly presented in F igure 1. A symbol designation is 

p resen ted for each of the th ree object ives, symbolical ly i l lus t ra t ing the 

differences in value of each objective during a pa r t i cu la r period of t ime . 

146 Pau l S. Lomax, "Changes in the Philosophy of Business Educat ion", 
National Bus iness Education Yearbook, Recent and Projec ted Developments 
Affecting Bus iness Education, 1964, p . 5. 

147 Ib id . , p . 2. 
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F i g u r e 1 explicit ly i l l u s t r a t e s that the vocational objective was p r e ­

dominant from 1635 to 1933. F r o m 1933 to 1951, added emphasis to the 

genera l education objective amalgamated with the vocational object ive, 

resul t ing in a "dua l" objective for bus iness education. Analysis and a s s e s s ­

ment of the objectives from 1635 to 1933 and from 1933 to 1951 refute the 

null hypothesis that the p r i m a r y objective of business education was not 

vocat ional . 

The null hypothesis was s t rongly supported during the period 1951 to 

1958, when the genera l education objective was definitely the p r i m a r y objec­

tive of education for b u s i n e s s . During the shor t period of 1958 to 1961, the 

dual objective was foremost in the profess ional l i t e r a tu re and r e s e a r c h with 

l imited re fe rence to the vocational or genera l objective specifically, r e in ­

forcing the null hypothes is . 

During the las t per iod, 1961 to 1965, the vocational objective r ecovered 

much of the ground lost to the genera l and dual object ives, once again subs tan­

tial ly undermining the null hypothesis that the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness 

education is not vocat ional . 

With the expansion and development of bus iness education s ince the 

economic dep re s s ion of the " th i r t i e s " , i t has become increas ing ly difficult to 

evaluate objectives on al l levels as the goals often var ied from one educational 

ins t i tu t ion to another and from one p r o g r a m or cu r r i cu lum to another . The 

goals and objectives of bus iness education can no longer be considered as 

applying to al l levels of education. 
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"Higher education for bus iness is not one thing, i t is many, Like 

the bus iness world i t s e r v e s , bus iness education is var ied as to purpose and 

148 method, and is difficult to c lass i fy" . This same pr inciple is t rue of b u s i ­

ness education on other levels of education. 

As validated by F igure 1, at the time of the wri t ing of the Eighth 

Yearbook of the National Business Teacher s Associa t ion in 1942, the dual 

objective had been wel l entrenched, as the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness educa­

tion. Evidently, the Eighth Yearbook Commit tee had so unanimously agreed 

on the two major objectives that they felt it unnecessa ry to discuss this i t em 

further- Recognition of this and the d i re need for a s ta tement of the major 

objectives of bus iness education culminated finally in the wri t ing of P r inc ip le 

No. 2: 

Bus iness education has two major object ives . One of them is 
to p r e p a r e s tudents for and, in bus iness employment . Business 
education in this r e s p e c t is one of the main divisions of vocational 
education. The second, major objective is to p r e p a r e students for 
and in those bus iness exper iences in which ' a l l ' ci t izens should be 
prof icient , both in knowledge and pe r fo rma nc e . Business educa­
tion in this r e spec t i s an a r e a of genera l education or the ' common 
l e a r n i n g s ' which al l enlightened cit izens should have . ' 

148 George W. Robbins, "The Community of In te res t in Business 
P r o g r a m s for Higher Educat ion", The Amer i can Business Education Yearbook, 
Educat ion for Bus iness Beyond, High School, Vol. 14, 1957, p . 3 . 

149 Lomax, "Changes in the Phi losophy of Business Educat ion", 
Op. Cit . , p . 5. 
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Evidence of the re la t ive impor tance placed on the two major objectives 

by the l eade r sh ip of bus iness education was found in a pamphlet i s sued by the 

Pol ic ies Commiss ion on Business and Economic Education in 1961: 

Business education in Amer ican secondary schools consis ts 
of both genera l education and vocational p repara t ion for s to re 
and office occupat ions . These two e lements of bus iness educa­
tion a r e e s sen t i a l p a r t s of secondary education in A m e r i c a . 1^0 

The acute employment p rob lem of young w o r k e r s , probably due to a 

lack of up- to -da te occupational t ra in ing, p re sen t s a genuine challenge to 

vocational bus iness education, especia l ly on the secondary school and junior 

college l eve l s . Regarding this s i tuation, Lomax a s k s : 

. . . should l e ade r s of bus iness education modify their phi lo­
sophy in re la t ion to major objectives by again placing ' p r i m a r y ' 
(but not exclusive) emphas is on the vocational objective in secon­
dary educat ion? This paramount i s sue of business education has 
been concisely and c l ea r ly stated by Rober t E . Slaughter, Senior 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , McGraw-Hil l Book Company, as follows: 

The mos t impor tan t challenge facing bus iness educators today 
is that of s t rengthening the vocational bus iness education p r o g r a m 
in the secondary schools . . . We mus t maintain a s t rong 'voca­
tional' p r o g r a m in secondary schools or bus iness education will 
d i sappear from these schools en t i re ly . Vocational bus iness educa­
tion is the vehicle through which we enrol l academic students in our 
c l a s s e s ; we a t t r ac t them through shorthand, typewrit ing, and other 
vocational sub jec t s - -no t through social bus iness subjec ts . Genera l 
bus iness education mus t be looked upon as a pa r t of one's compe­
tence for employment . We mus t recognize that the t rue s t rength 
of bus iness education in the secondary schools is in vocational 
bus iness education. XDy 

150 Lomax, Op. Cit . , p . 6. 

151 Ib id . , p . 7. 
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Throughout the per iod of con t roversy when the dual objective was in 

conflict with the exclusive vocational objective, mos t bus iness educators 

leaned toward the vocational objective, as they were aware that other objectives 

of a non-vocat ional na tu re w e r e a lso impor tan t . 

The p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education in California, as well as 

a compara t ive analysis of the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education in 

California and the United States i s p resen ted in the next chapter-



CHAPTER V 

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF BUSINESS EDUCATION IN CALIFORNIA 

The in t e rp re t a t ion and appra i sa l of the objectives of business education 

on the national level , having been developed in previous chap te r s , the pa t te rns 

of thought influencing the objectives of bus iness education in California will be 

t raced in this chap te r . In addition, a c r i t i ca l , comparat ive analysis of the 

objectives of bus iness education in California and the United States i s p re sen ted . 

In te rv iew-Ques t ionnai re Analysis of 'E lder S ta tesmen ' and C . B . E . A . 

His to r ica l Meeting Pa r t i c ipan t s - - Lit t le recorded h i s to r i ca l data was available 

for the Pe r iod of E a r l y Development in California, 1635-1933. It was n e c e s s a r y 

to obtain unrecorded data through heavy cor respondence and individual contac ts . 

Final ly , it was decided to schedule h i s to r i ca l data gathering conferences in four 

different geographica l locations throughout the State . These meetings w e r e : 

1. Bay A r e a C. B . E . A. His to r ica l Meeting of January 9, 1963, 
Bur l ingame, California. 

2 . Cen t ra l California C . B . E . A . His to r ica l Meeting of 
F e b r u a r y 9, 1963, F r e s n o , California. 

3. Southern California C . B . E . A . His to r ica l Meeting of 
F e b r u a r y 23, 1963, South Laguna, California. 

4 . Nor the rn California C . B . E . A . His tor ica l Meeting of 
Apr i l 20, 1963, Sacramento , California. 

A l i s t of ' E l d e r S ta tesmen ' and par t ic ipants interviewed at these four 

meet ings has been added to the appendix, Table HI. An interview checkl is t was 

uti l ized in an a t tempt to control the type of questions asked and data obtained. 
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A sample copy has been placed in the Appendix. The purpose was to fill in 

the gaps of unrecorded h i s t o ry . In addition, the data obtained was used to 

verify, extend, and c o r r e c t information previous ly uncovered. The check­

l i s t proved espec ia l ly helpful in conducting individual in t e rv iews . 

1. Objectives During the Per iod of E a r l y Development, 1635-1933. 

The P ioneer ing P e r i o d , 1635-1852 - - During this per iod, California 

exper ienced l i t t le growth, therefore had l i t t le need for bus iness t ra in ing . 

The apprent icesh ip sys t em was uti l ized on a l e s s extensive b a s i s . The objec­

tive of bus iness t ra in ing was s t r i c t ly vocat ional . Economic and educational 

ins t i tut ions developed m o r e slowly. During this e r a , California did not have 

a public high school nor a p r iva te bus iness school. Under Spanish ru le , the 

f i r s t organized sys t em of education was conducted by the Catholic Jesu i t 

Order including the f i r s t c o m m e r c i a l c o u r s e s . 

P a t t e r n s of Thought in California, 1852-1893 — Geographical and 

economic fac tors defer red the se t t lement of California and the development 

of educational ins t i tu t ions lagged considerably behind the r e s t of the country. 

Cal ifornia followed the national t rend during this bus iness college e r a . 

With the advent of m o r e p r iva te bus iness schools , the vocational objective 

was emphas ized even m o r e . " P r i o r to 1894, the commerc i a l course was the 

2 
only vocat ional p r o g r a m offered in the State ss seventy-two high schoo l s" . 

1 P a u l John Harney , A His tory of J e su i t Education in Amer ican 
Cal i fornia , unpublished doctora l d i s se r t a t ion , Univers i ty of California, 
Be rke l ey , 1944, p . 17-26. 

2 H e r b e r t C. Pe i f fer , J r . , Vocational Education in California Under 
the F i r s t Commis s ione r of Indust r ia l and Vocational Education, unpublished 
P h . D . d i s s e r t a t i on , Stanford Univers i ty , Pa lo Alto, California, 1939, p . 99. 
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P a t t e r n s of Thought During the Per iod of Teacher Ins t i tu tes , 1893-1913 

- - I t was during this per iod that California accepted the challenges of education 

and was among the l e a d e r s in the development of a collegiate school of b u s i n e s s , 

junior high schools and junior co l leges . 

Bus iness education cu r r i cu la "were accepted into the secondary schools 

and, l a t e r in the per iod , into the junior co l leges . The pr ivate bus iness schools 

soon felt the force of competi t ion as the high schools developed strong voca­

tional bus iness education p r o g r a m s . Strong regional associat ions sprang up 

throughout the State to p romote education for bus iness under able l eade r sh ip . 

The objective remained vocational throughout the per iod. This was 

verified by pe r sona l in te rv iews with 'E lde r Statesmen 1 , interviewed as p a r t i ­

cipants in the C . B . E . A . His tor ica l Meet ings . Eight of the twenty-nine p a r t i ­

cipants who w e r e actually teaching during this t ime , stated that the p r i m a r y 

objective of bus iness education in California p r i o r to 1913 was definitely 

« i 3 > 4 ' 5 ' 6 
vocat ional . 

3 Alber t G. Giordano, Bay Area C . B . E . A . His tor ica l Meeting of 
January 9, 1963, Bur l ingame, California, on Tape No. 1, held in the C . B . E . A . 
Arch ives , Division of Bus ines s , San F ra nc i s c o State College, San F r a n c i s c o , 
Cal i fornia . 

4 , Cent ra l California C . B . E . A . His tor ica l Meeting of 
F e b r u a r y 9, 1963, F r e s n o , California, on Tape No. 2, Op. Cit. 

5 , Southern California C . B . E . A . His tor ica l Meeting of 
F e b r u a r y 23 , 1963, South Laguna, California, on Tape No. 3, Op. Cit. 

6 , Nor thern California C . B . E . A . His to r ica l Meeting of 
Apr i l 20 . 1963, Sac ramen to , California, on Tape No. 4, Op. Cit. 
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Objectives During the Fo rma t ive Years and Pe r iod of State Leade r sh ip , 

1913-1933 - - Even though bus iness education lacked organizat ion on the State 

level , the loosely knit regional assoc ia t ions were successful in secur ing 

recognit ion f rom the State Board of Education for a p r o g r a m of genera l e l eva -

tion of c o m m e r c i a l work , providing for a major in bus iness education. This 

s ame group was i n s t rumen ta l in having a State Direc tor of Business Education 

appointed and the es tab l i shment of a Bureau of Business Educat ion. 8 

The first commiss ione r of indus t r i a l and vocational education, 

Dr . Edwin R. Snyder, in 1926 recognized the need for bus iness education 

9 
with vocational e m p h a s i s . He recommended that s ta te aid not be given a 

c o m m e r c i a l cour se including a major course of typing, s tenography, and 

bookkeeping c o u r s e s because they w e r e not only wel l establ ished but probably 

o v e r - e m p h a s i z e d . 

One of the f i r s t accompl i shments of the Bureau was the development 

of Bullet in C-5 , Objectives of and Majors in Business Education. This 

endeavor was for the purpose of placing vocational bus iness majors on a p a r 

with academic m a j o r s in fulfilling graduation r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

7 California Business Education Associat ion, 1927-28 F i l e , unpublished,, 
on file in the C . B . E . A . Arch ives , Division of Bus iness , San F ra nc i s c o State 
College, San F r a n c i s c o , California. 

8 California Bus iness Education Associat ion, 1926-27 F i l e , Op. Cit. 

9 Pei f fer , Op. Cit. , p . 100. 

10 California State Depar tment of Education, Bureau of Business 
Educat ion, Objectives of and. Majors in Bus iness Education, Bulletin No. C -5 , 
S a c r a m e n t o , State Pr in t ing Office, 1929, 37 p . 



THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE - CALIFORNIA 205 

Pos t -h igh school and pos t -g radua te bus iness courses were a develop­

ment of this per iod to mee t the needs of unemployed youth. Many business 

cou r se s w e r e now offered in junior col leges , and the tendency to move b u s i ­

ness cour ses into the 13th and 14th g rades gained momentum. "California 

se t the s tandard for pos t -h igh schools of c o m m e r c e " and "model junior 

n i. 1 2 

college p r o g r a m s " . 

Other pa t t e rns of thought dealt with a c loser scrut iny of the cu r r i cu lum 

as the emphas is changed, f rom 'How to Teach ' to 'What to Teach; ' the re la ted 

soc io -bus iness subjects made inroads into var ious bus iness cur r i cu la ; in 

addition, bus iness t eache r s were developing job s tandards and were concerned, 

with t eache r cer t i f icat ion. 

The economic forces of the stock m a r k e t c r a sh and economic d e p r e s ­

sion caused, a s c a r c i t y of jobs , and the resu l t an t unemployment encouraged 

students to s tay in school longer . In California, emphasis on the genera l 

education objective se t the pace for the r e s t of the nation. Because jobs were 

not readi ly avai lable , many l ibe ra l a r t s graduates re turned to enrol l in pos t ­

graduate vocational bus iness education so as to compete more favorably with 

the bus iness m a j o r s . 

11 E a r l P - Strong, The Organizat ion, Adminis t ra t ion, and Supervision 
of Bus iness Education, unpublished Ed. D. Thes i s , New York Univers i ty , 
T943, p . 158-159. 

12 Alber t E . Bullock, "Integration and. Educat ion", Business Education 
World, Vol . 15, No. 10, June 1935, p . 772. 
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Thi r teen of the twenty-nine 'E lder S ta tesmen ' contributed information 

regard ing the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education in California during 

the yea r s 1913 to 1933. Documented evidence verified that California no 

longer lagged behind the nation, but r a the r forged ahead with cu r r i cu lum 

development in the soc io -bus iness subjects and post-high school bus iness 

• i 1 3 c u r r i c u l a . 

The p r i m a r y objective in California continued to be the vocational 

objective following the pa t t e rn a l ready established throughout the nation. 

However, the t rend towards m o r e soc io-bus iness subjects was more evident 

in California as the genera l education object ive was bo ls te red . Verification 

of the genera l education objective crea ted an a tmosphere for cont roversy as 

the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education in California remained vocational 

14 
in p u r p o s e . 

2. Chronological Analysis of Alternating Cycles of Objectives, 1933-1965. 

P r i m a r y documents and original data were collected, compiled, and 

s to red in the C . B . E . A . Archives by this r e s e a r c h e r . Reoords and documents 

examined included unpublished minutes of mee t ings , printed p r o g r a m s of con­

f e r e n c e s , p rofess iona l bullet ins published, cor respondence , news r e l e a s e s 

13 Giordano, Tapes 1, 2, 3, and 4, Op. Cit. 

14 Ibid. 
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and c l ippings , official Associat ion r epor t s and. genera l documents . All docu­

ments w e r e subjected to the r i go r s of external c r i t i c i s m and l a t e r judged on 

the i r or igin and worth by in te rna l ana lys i s . In addition to a careful c o m p a r i ­

son with other m a t e r i a l avai lable , a final judgment was sought of s ta tements 

a r i s ing f rom textual examinat ion. 

Documents and profess ional r eco rds since 1933 were utilized to d e t e r ­

mine a year by year analysis of the pa t te rns of thought determining the p r i m a r y 

objective of bus iness education. Table I p r e sen t s a detailed chronological 

analys is of pa t t e rns of thought. 

Pe r iod of Cont roversy , Vocational v s . General Objective, 1933-1941- -

During this period., the vocational objective, as the sole objective of bus iness 

education, continued to be challenged.. Bus iness cu r r i cu la were expanded to 

include m o r e and m o r e genera l bus iness courses including economic p rob lems 

of the dep re s s ion , consumer economics , and soc io-bus iness subjec ts . This 

new concept was explained by Davidson, "The philosophy of bus iness educa­

tion has changed f rom emphasis on a vocational objective only, to emphasized 

t ra in ing of individuals for se rv ice in the community in which they live and 

15 
have inte l l igent par t ic ipa t ion in socia l l i fe" . Her study s t r e s s e d the genera l 

education values of bus iness education—economic unders tanding, social 

15 Mildred. L . Davidson, Recent Trends in Business Education, 
unpublished M a s t e r ' s T h e s i s , Univers i ty of Southern California, Los Angeles , 
Cal i fornia , 1936, p . 122. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF PATTERNS OF THOUGHT IN CALIFORNIA 

Date Theme Objectives 
~V G D 

1933-34 Trends in Bus iness Education X 
1934-35 P e r m a n e n t State Organizat ion Formed X 
1935-36 Business Education to Meet New E m p . Requi rements X 
1936-37 Bus iness Education and the Ethics in Business X 
1937-38 Significant R e s e a r c h in Business Education X 
1938-39 P lace of Business Education in Core Cur r i cu lum X 
1939-40 Facing the Fac t s in Business Education X 
1940-41 Bus iness Education Looks Ahead X 
1941-42 Bus iness Ed. in Community, State, and. Nation X 
1942-43 Business Education and the War Effort X 
1943-44 Bus iness Education in the P o s t - W a r E r a X 
1944-45 World War II Postponement X 

1945-46 What 's Ahead for Business Education in California X 
1946-47 The Challenge for Leadersh ip in Business Education X 
1947-48 The "New Look" in Business Educat ion--1948 X 
1948-49 T o m o r r o w ' s Cur r i cu lum X 
1949-50 P r e p a r i n g California Youth for Business Life X 
1950-51 Suppose You Tell Us- -Communi ty Business Leader s X 
1951-52 Wes te rn Business Educators Face Fac t s X 
1952-53 Bus iness Education is Our Business X 
1953-54 Your Capitol Honors Business Education X 

1954-55 Bet te r Teaching for Bet ter Business Behavior X 
1955 = 56 Human Relat ions in Business X 
1956-57 Bluepr int for the Fu ture X 
1957-58 Bra ins to rming for Bet ter Business Education X 
1958-59 What Does Business Consider Business Education X 
1959-60 Silver Ann ive r sa ry - C . B . E . A . X 
1960-61 Bet te r Bus iness Education in the Space Age X 
1961-62 P r o g r e s s , Po l i t i c s , and. Pred ic t ions X 
1962-63 P a r t n e r s in P r o g r e s s - Business and Education X 
1963-64 Bus iness Education Ci rc les the Globe X 
1964-65 Impact "65" X 

Al Giordano, C. B. E . A. Story, California Business Education 
Assoc ia t ion , San F r a n c i s c o , May 1965, 16 p . 

V: Vocational Objective G: Genera l Objective 
D: Dual Objective 
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in te l l igence , and consumer knowledge. Slaughter compared the change in 

objective of bus iness education to changes by the bus iness wor ld . "Old 

methods of product ion and dis tr ibut ion a r e scraped completely or a r e improved 

upon and new innovations a r e ushered into operat ion at the s l ightes t provocat ion 

of g r e a t e r p r o f i t s " . 

The conflict between genera l and bus iness education became m o r e 

pronounced both in California and the United S ta tes . Selby predic ted , 

"National organizat ion is needed to give sol idar i ty in the coming s t ruggle 

between genera l education and business education for the cul tural subjects a r e 

p r e p a r i n g to reoccupy the ground lost to the business subjects in recen t y e a r s " . 

Regarding the con t roversy between academic and commerc i a l educa to r s , 

Wal te r s s a y s , "Commerc ia l educators mus t l ea rn what successful b u s i n e s s ­

men l ea rned long ago- - tha t a successful product is sold on i t s own m e r i t s and 

not because of the defects of a competing product" . 

In California, the cu r r i cu la became m o r e occupationally oriented and 

the work offered was c losely co-ordinated with bus iness offices and s t o r e s . 

16 R. E . Slaughter , "Some Cur ren t Trends in Business Educat ion", 
The Balance Sheet, January 1939, p . 196. 

17 P . O . Selby, The Deluge of Business T e a c h e r s ' Assoc ia t ions , 
Vol. 15, No. 4, December 1939, p . 2 1 . 

18 R. G. Wal t e r s , Selling Commerc ia l Education, Monograph 34, 
Cincinnat i , South-Western , 1936, p . 8, 
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The ro le of the bus iness community and the bus inessman gradual ly became 

a p a r t of the educational s y s t e m . Kibby expressed their ro le , "Once the 

b u s i n e s s m e n g r a s p the significance of aiding in the t raining of their pe r sonne l , 

19 they take an act ive p a r t in the p r o g r a m of t raining worke r s for b u s i n e s s " . 

During this pe r iod , the emphasis was towards genera l education on both the 

State and National l e v e l s . The movement was s t ronger in California but gave 

way to the vocational objective sooner . The economic factors and forces 

played an impor t an t role in the bus iness education p i c tu re . 

During this e r a , bus iness education was forced to go from 
one economic s i tua t ion - -depres s ion s ca r c i t y of employment, to 
a nat ional defense economy--manpower shor t age . During the 
m i d - t h i r t i e s the soc io-economic , soc io-bus iness a r e a received 
a boost as students w e r e staying in school longer and m o r e non­
bus ines s students were taking bus iness c o u r s e s . On the other 
hand, the competi t ion for bus iness posit ions bols te red the 
vocat ional bus iness c o u r s e s , as a higher degree of ski l l was 
r e q u i r e d . 

New junior colleges were developed which s t r e s s e d the genera l educa­

tion value of bus iness education. Admin i s t r a to r s indicated they w e r e not 

i n t e r e s t ed in vocational business education alone. It was felt that to make 

bus iness education m o r e genera l was to up-grade the subject a r e a . The 

objective on the high school level was s t i l l p r i m a r i l y vocat ional . It now 

19 I. W. Kibby and W.R. Blackler , "The Relat ionship of Business to 
Bus iness Educat ion" , Sixth Yearbook, National Commerc ia l Teache r s 
Fede ra t i on , 1940, p . 23-24 . 

20 Al Giordano, The C . B . E . A . Story, San F r a n c i s c o , The California 
Bus iness Education Associa t ion , May 1965, p . 4 . 
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b e c a m e evident that the objective of bus iness education was de termined by 

the level of in s t ruc t ion . 

The World War II In t e r im Pe r iod , 1941-1948 — The war effort and 

demands on bus iness education focused m o r e attention on the vocational 

objective as manpower shor tages requ i red specific job t ra in ing . Business 

educa tors proved that by s t reaml in ing and intensifying the i r p r o g r a m s , they 

21 
well m e t vocational object ives . Never the le s s , the genera l education objec-

22 tive was not forgotten. "Essen t ia l s of General Educat ion" s t r e s s e d that 

bus iness education mus t first be built upon a solid genera l education foundation. 

During this per iod, the vocational objective was strong, as the Nation 

was on a w a r product ion economy. In California the vocational objective was 

even s t r o n g e r , as a l i t t le l e s s emphas is had been placed on a dual objective 

during the World War II per iod . 

Combination - Vocat ional /Dual Objective, 1948-1951 - - During the 

World War II In t e r im Pe r iod , some profess ional act ivi t ies had been cur ta i led 

and this was ref lected in a min imum of profess ional wri t ing in bus iness 

educat ion. As indus t ry and bus iness converted f rom war production to 

civi l ian commodi t ies the pendulum swung from the vocational objective to a 

21 Giordano, Ibid. , p . 5. 

22 California Business Education Associat ion, 1942-43 F i l e , 
unpubl ished, on file in the C . B . E . A . Arch ives , Division of Bus ines s , 
San F r a n c i s c o State College, San F r a n c i s c o , California. 
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combinat ion or balanced object ive, mos t commonly r e fe r r ed to as the ' dua l ' 

object ive. A m e a s u r e a b l e t rend towards the dual objective of genera l educa­

tion and vocat ional education was c l ea r ly recognized by 1948. 

Bus iness education has a dual function. In the f i r s t p lace , 
i t p rovides the opportunity for all s tudents to rece ive an unde r ­
standing of the bus iness sy s t em and the bus iness community and 
of the ro le of indus t ry and bus iness in contributing to social 
welfare and p r o g r e s s through the production and dis tr ibut ion of 
goods and s e r v i c e s . In this a r e a , bus iness education contributes 
to genera l education in the fields of c i t izenship, intel l igent con­
sumption and g r e a t e r economic , b u s i n e s s , and. socia l intel l igence 
and unders tanding . 

The second function of bus iness education is to give those 
who a r e i n t e re s t ed and qualified, the sk i l l s , unders tandings , 
and at t i tudes needed to p e r f o r m successful ly in a bus iness 
occupation. Vocational bus iness education, as this phase is 
recognized and known, provides special ized ins t ruc t ion and 
t ra ining for those who plan to become wage e a r n e r s in specified 
occupat ions . 

In his 1948 doctora l study, DeBrum determined that the junior college 

in Cal ifornia was m o r e "sensi t ive to the needs of the student and the c o m -

25 
muni ty" . The vocational objective on the junior college level was m o r e 

vocat ional than on the high school level . 

23 California State Depar tment of Education, Bureau of Bus iness 
Educat ion An Overview of Business Education, Sacramento , State Pr in t ing 
Office, J anua ry 1948, p . 1. 

24 Ibid. , p . 2 . 

25 S. Joseph DeBrum, Business Education in California Publ ic 
Secondary Schools , unpublished Ed. D. d i s se r t a t ion , Stanford Univers i ty , 
P a l o Alto, Cal ifornia , 1948, p . 125. 
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In the only comprehens ive r e s e a r c h r epor t dealing with the background 

and development of bus iness education in California, Bell did not recognize 

the con t rove r sy between the vocational and genera l education objective of 

bus iness education. She s imply assumed that , "business education has 

always had the dual objective of contributing to genera l education and con t r i -

26 
buting to occupational competence" . If 90 per cent of the emphasis on the 

vocational objective and only 10 per cent on the general education objective 

can be cons idered a dual objective, the p r e m i s e reached by Bell could be 

cons idered val id. 

Vocational bus iness t raining should be cor re la ted with 
applicat ion on the job and co-opera t ive training a r rangement s 
should be encouraged. 

Schools m u s t educate those in the lower level of learning ability for 

c i t izenship and for employmen t - - tha t was a social and economic i s sue as 

well as an occupational one. 

Co-opera t ion between bus iness and education was needed to solve the 

many p rob l ems which bea r on the optimum prepara t ion of students to mee t 

office manpower n e e d s . 

The California F r a m e w o r k Commit tee considered the objec­
tive of p repa r ing for an occupation as a subordinate objective of 
economic efficiency. 

26 M. Bernadine Bel l , Background and Development of Business 
Educat ion in California Publ ic Schools, unpublished Ed. D. Thes i s , Univers i ty 
of Cal i fornia , Los Angeles , 1950, p . 310. 

2 7 California State Depar tment of Education, A F r a m e w o r k for Publ ic 
Educat ion in California, Sacramento , State Pr in t ing Office, November 1950, p . 5. 

28 Ibid. , p . 7. 
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G e n e r a l E d u c a t i o n E m p h a s i s , 1951-1958 - - The 1951 B u r e a u of 

B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n b u l l e t i n r e v e a l e d t h a t o f fe r ings i n g e n e r a l b u s i n e s s s u b -

29 
j e c t s w e r e p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y m o r e n u m e r o u s i n C a l i f o r n i a t han n a t i o n a l l y . 

C a l i f o r n i a a l s o s h o w e d l e a d e r s h i p i n "adap t ing the v o c a t i o n a l b u s i n e s s c u r r i -

c u l u m s to c o m m u n i t y b u s i n e s s c o n d i t i o n s - - n o t only the l o c a l b u s i n e s s c o m -

30 
m u n i t y s e r v e d by the s c h o o l , bu t the b u s i n e s s c o m m u n i t y of the e n t i r e s t a t e " . 

T h i s p a t t e r n a g r e e s w i th F o r k n e r ' s s t a t e m e n t , "one of the chief funct ions of 

a d e p a r t m e n t of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n i s t ha t of c o - o r d i n a t i n g the w o r k of the 

31 

s c h o o l w i t h the o c c u p a t i o n a l r e q u i r e m e n t s of the c o m m u n i t y " . Th i s f a c t o r , 

p l u s t h e added e m p h a s i s g iven to w o r k e x p e r i e n c e p r o g r a m s , g r e a t l y a d v a n c e d 

t h e v o c a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n . 

An e x p a n s i o n of the o c c u p a t i o n a l fields of fered in. the l a r g e r u r b a n 

s c h o o l s p o i n t e d to i n c r e a s e d s p e c i a l i z e d v o c a t i o n a l b u s i n e s s p r e p a r a t i o n . 

The four fo ld o b j e c t i v e s of b u s i n e s s e d u c a t i o n a d v o c a t e d by the B u r e a u of 

B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n in 1949 i n c l u d e d : " v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g , u p - g r a d i n g , 

32 
s u p p l e m e n t a l t r a i n i n g , and p r e - p r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n i n g . " The t e r m 

29 C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t of E d u c a t i o n , B u r e a u of B u s i n e s s 
E d u c a t i o n , B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n i n C a l i f o r n i a , S a c r a m e n t o , S t a t e P r i n t i n g Off ice , 
V o l . 2 0 , N o . 9, S e p t e m b e r 1951 , p . 9. 

30 I d e m . , Ib id . 

31 H . L . F o r k n e r , A Study of B u s i n e s s E d u c a t i o n i n Two M a j o r C i t i e s , 
M o n o g r a p h 54 , San F r a n c i s c o , S o u t h - W e s t e r n , 1 9 4 1 , p . 9 . 

32 C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t of E d u c a t i o n , B u r e a u of B u s i n e s s 
E d u c a t i o n V o c a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n i n the J u n i o r C o l l e g e , S a c r a m e n t o , S t a t e 
P r i n t i n g Off ice , 1949, p . 57-
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s e m i - p r o f e s s i o n a l re la ted to the t e rmina l c o u r s e s , and p re -p ro fes s iona l , 

the f o u r - y e a r college t r ans fe r c o u r s e s . 

The 1951 study st ipulated specifically and delineated the vocational 

and genera l objectives of bus iness education: 

The function of vocational bus iness education i s to produce 
occupational competency by developing the unders tandings , 
ab i l i t i e s , sk i l l s , and att i tudes needed to pe r fo rm a bus iness 
act ivi ty as an occupation. 

The function of genera l bus iness education is to provide 
those educational exper iences that a r e needed for effective 
adjus tment to the bus iness environment , thus making a unique 
contr ibut ion to genera l education. 

A study of the contributions which vocational bus iness education makes 

to the goals of genera l education was made by the Bureau of Business Educa-

34 
tion in 1951. Five genera l education values of bus iness education w e r e 

developed in co-opera t ion with Dr. B . Lamar Johnson, Direc tor of the 

Study of Genera l Education in the Public Junior Colleges of California under 

, • 3 5 a g ran t f rom the Carnegie Foundation. 

Tradi t ional ly , bus iness t eache r s favored the vocational courses and 

for the mos t p a r t r egarded the genera l bus iness education courses as a 

33 California State Depar tment of Education, Bureau of Business 
Educat ion, Bus iness Education in California, Op. Cit. , p . 9. 

34 California Business Education Associat ion, 1950-51 F i l e , Op. Cit. 

35 "Vocational Education Contr ibut ions" , C. B. E . A. 
Bullet in , Vol. 8, No. 3, May 1951, p . 4 . 
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supp lementa ry phase of the bus iness education p r o g r a m . "Through the yea r s 

s ince World War I, dep res s ion , unemployment , and other economic factors 

have changed in m o s t schools the content of the junior bus iness t raining 

36 cour se f rom a vocational type to a genera l bus iness education type" . The 

recogni t ion and acceptance of the respons ib i l i ty of giving youth a be t te r unde r ­

standing of the economic sy s t em was a major factor moving bus iness education 

in Cal ifornia c lose r to the genera l education object ive. "The increas ing 

emphas i s on genera l education for all does not reduce the responsibi l i ty of 

37 
bus iness education to provide sound and thorough vocational education". 

The evidence p resen ted ref lects the impac t of the s t rong genera l education 

objective throughout the nation. Business l eade r s were made aware of this 

t r end , "Business depar tment m a t e r i a l mus t be revised if bus iness education 

38 
i s to keep pace with the genera l education t r end" . 

The change in emphas is of objectives i s clarified by a r e s t a t emen t of 

ob jec t ives . Even though the dual function of bus iness education is st i l l m a i n ­

ta ined, once again the impor tance i s placed on the genera l education objective 

in Cal i fornia: 

36 Ibid., p . 30. 

37 Ib id . , p . 33. 

38 Ibid. , p . 35. 
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The f i r s t of these respons ib i l i t i es calls for the development 
of ba s i c bus iness education cou r se s that contribute to the 
gene ra l education of all l e a r n e r s and deals s t r i c t ly with pe r sona l , 
soc ia l , and consumer competency in economic l ife. 

The second unique and possibly more functional r e s p o n s i ­
bil i ty of bus iness education is the development of occupational 
competency. ' 

A r e p o r t of the Genera l Education Commit tee appointed by the 

C . B . E . A . Executive Council in 1953 grea t ly enhanced the genera l education 

object ive . Both t e a c h e r s and students were encouraged to take m o r e i n t e r e s t 

40 and respons ib i l i ty in genera l education c o u r s e s . 

Three reso lu t ions by the C . B . E . A . Executive Board in 1954 supported 

the vocat ional object ive. The C . B . E . A . "recommended supervised off- the-

campus work expe r i ence" ; the C . B . E . A . "proposed an organized p lacement 

and follow-up s e r v i c e whereve r p rac t i ca l in California high schools and 

junior col leges as a p a r t of the educational p r o g r a m ; " and the C . B . E . A . 

"urged all school d i s t r i c t s to grant s e rv ice credi t to bus iness education 

41 
t e a c h e r s who have bona fide bus iness exper ience" . The genera l education 

objective was not overlooked as a fourth resolut ion encouraged "a g r e a t e r 

emphas i s upon ins t ruc t ion in bus iness -economic education for all s tudents 

42 
in Cal ifornia secondary s choo l s " . 

39 Ib id . , p . 35. 

40 California Business Education Associat ion, 1952-53 F i l e , Op. Cit . 

41 California Bus iness Education Associat ion, 1953-54 F i l e , Op. Cit . 

42 Ibid. 
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During this per iod , graduate r e s e a r c h studies in California added 

valuable informat ion to the expanded bus iness cu r r i cu l a and made i t c lear 

that i t was no longer des i r ab le and perhaps poss ible to study business educa­

tion in gene ra l t e r m s . 

The re was a tendency to del imit s tudies in bus iness education to one 

definite level of ins t ruc t ion or a r e a of major concentra t ion. 

F r o m a t r io logy of t h r ee bas ic subjects of bookkeeping, penmanship, 

and a r i t h m e t i c , education for bus iness has expanded overwhelmingly. 

43 
Eckenrod repor ted that th i r teen different bus iness subjects were offered 

in the junior high schools , for ty-e ight different bus iness subjects were offered 

in the sen ior high schools , and s ix ty-e ight different bus iness subjects were 

offered in the junior colleges of California. The number of different courses 

on the f o u r - y e a r college and univers i ty levels i s even h igher . With the 

emphas i s on new technical cour ses such as the a r e a of bus iness data p r o c e s s ­

ing, an en t i re ly new breed of courses have been incorpora ted into the a r e a of 

specia l iza t ion s t i l l known as bus iness education. 

A majo r study by H i m s t r e e t l imited the study of bus iness education 

to the public junior colleges of California. Among a l i s t of pr inc ip les on 

which m o r e than 90 per cent of the respondents were in ag reemen t included: 

43 G e r v a s e Andrew Eckenrod,, Business Education Enro l lments in 
Cal i fornia in 1954 in the Publ ic Secondary Schools, unpublished M . A . T h e s i s , 
F r e s n o State College, F r e s n o , California, 1956, p . 118-120. 
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1. Junior college bus iness education should contribute to 
the genera l education of all as well as to vocational 
educat ion. 

2 . Junior college bus iness education should include i n ­
s t ruc t ion of a genera l education na tu re . 

3 . Vocational bus iness education should be offered at the 
junior college leve l . 

4 . Training for skil led or semi - t echn ica l jobs is p roper ly 
a function of the junior col lege. 

5. Tra ining for advanced technical and adminis t ra t ive 
jobs i s p rope r ly a function of the college or un ivers i ty . 

6. The content of the junior college vocational bus iness 
c u r r i c u l u m should be based p r i m a r i l y on those bas ic 
ski l ls and knowledges considered essen t ia l for success 
in an occupational a r e a . 

Additional p r inc ip les on which a s t rong major i ty (67 per cent to 89 

pe r cent) of the respondents were in ag reemen t included: 

1. Bus iness education in the junior college has a joint 
p r i m a r y respons ib i l i ty - - to contribute to both vocational 
and genera l education. 

2 . Junior college vocational bus iness education should 
d i r e c t i t s emphas i s , though not p r i m a r i l y , to t raining 
for specific technical jobs in bus ine s s . 

3 . Vocational bus iness education should also be offered 
at the high school and four -year college l eve l s . 

4 . Vocational t ra ining for semi - sk i l l ed jobs is p roper ly 
a function of the high school . 

5. Vocational t ra ining for technical jobs is p roper ly a 
function of the junior col lege. 

6. Training for the h igher - leve l jobs in business should 
be the respons ib i l i ty of the colleges and un ive r s i t i e s . 

7. The inst i tut ions respons ib le for t raining for l ower -
level in i t ia l jobs in bus iness a r e the high school and 
• - n 45 
junior col lege. J 

44 Wil l iam C. H i m s t r e e t , A Study of Business Education in the Publ ic 
Jun ior Colleges of California, unpublished E d . D . d i s se r t a t ion , Univers i ty of 
Southern Cal ifornia , Los Angeles , 1955, p . 250-258. 

45 Ibid. 
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The 1955 r epo r t of the Bureau of Business Education, Business 

Education in the Secondary Schools of California, again supported the genera l 

education object ive. "In the ea r ly 1950's the g rea t e s t growth has been in 

genera l bus iness enro l lments in the secondary schools of Cal ifornia". 

P e r h a p s the mos t c losely re la ted study in California that para l le led 

the national s tudies of Hanna and Hayden was the 1955 study by Er ickson . 

In his fourth chapter , "Functions and Adminis t ra t ion of Business Education", 

four of twelve i s s u e s dealt with the function or objectives of bus iness educa­

tion. E r i c k s o n ' s study was l imited to the high school level , but included 333 

high schoo l s . The purpose of the first i s sue was to de te rmine "the p r i m a r y 

47 function of bus iness education in the high school" . Based on an 87. 6 pe r 

cent r e t u r n of useable ques t ionnai res from the California public senior high 

schools , E r i ckson found that "82 .6 p e r cent of the respondents agreed that 

the p r i m a r y function of bus iness education in our school is to provide voca­

tional t ra in ing as well as to contr ibute to the genera l education of al l s tuden t s - -

48 
both functions of fundamental or bas ic i m p o r t a n c e " . Only 10.8 per cent of 

the respondents favored, the vocational t ra ining as the p r i m a r y function of 

bus iness education in the California secondary schools . 

46 California State Depar tment of Education, Bureau of Business 
Educat ion, Bus iness Education in the Secondary Schools of California, 
S a c r a m e n t o , State P r in t ing Office, Vol. 24, No. 11, August 1955, p . 20. 

47 Lawrence W. Er i ckson , Selected, Business Education P r a c t i c e s in 
the Publ ic Senior High Schools of California, unpublished E d . D . d i s se r t a t ion , 
Univers i ty of Cal ifornia , Los Angeles , 1955, p . 65. 

48 Ibid,. , p . 67. 
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The second i s s u e r a i s ed by Er i ckson questioned if the vocational 

t ra ining a im of bus iness education should be to provide specific job t ra ining 

or occupational t r a in ing . 

Near ly two- th i rds of the California public senior high 
schools and the major i ty of the bus iness education l eade r s 
a g r e e d that the a im of vocational bus iness t raining was to 
provide both the specific skil ls needed for ini t ia l jobs in 
bus iness and a broad genera l bus iness background. ' 

Another finding of E r i ckson ' s r e s e a r c h verified the levels of posit ions 

and cor responding levels of ins t ruc t ion recommended by this w r i t e r . 

In the major i ty of the California public senior high schools 
(59.8 per cent), the vocational bus iness education p r o g r a m 
provided, t ra in ing for the lower level of office and. selling 
posi t ions and gave the n e c e s s a r y background training to 
faci l i ta te advancement to m o r e respons ib le pos i t ions . 

In a t tempting to mee t the occupational needs of bus iness s tudents , the 

major i ty of the California public senior high schools assumed responsibi l i ty 

for in i t ia l t ra in ing only. F o r this r eason , the w r i t e r re lega tes the p r e -

vocat ional function of bus iness education to the s m a l l e r high school and the 

vocat ional function to the l a r g e r high school . 

P e r r y studied the c u r r e n t i s sue s in bus iness education in the public 

junior col leges of California and a r r ived at the conclusion that "business 

educat ion had. a dual function" and. the l i t e r a tu r e reviewed in the invest igat ion 

49 Ib id . , p . 67. 

50 Ib id . , p . 80. 
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revea led that "genera l and. vocational education should not be se t one against 

the o ther . In rea l i ty , each complements the o the r" . 

The 1956 study by the Bureau of Business Education reinforced the 

vocational object ive. Verif icat ion of the success of the vocational bus iness 

education objective can be substantiated, by this observat ion, "The follow-up 

studies used in making this r epo r t show that mos t students who majored in 

bus iness education entered, employment soon after they were graduated from 

52 
high school" . Another finding that verif ied that bus iness education helped 

individuals to mee t the needs of bus iness employment was , "Over four t imes 

as many gradua tes who had taken bus iness cou r se s in high school as those 

who had not taken such courses repor ted that they had found, jobs in which 

53 they used the ski l ls and. facts they had. l earned in their high school m a j o r s " . 

The C . B . E . A . Commiss ion on Business in General Education fo rmu­

lated a bas ic philosophy and se t up a s e r i e s of objectives a l l designed to 

54 improve ins t ruc t ion of bus iness within the genera l educational f ramework. 

51 Richard S. P e r r y , A Cr i t ica l Study of Cur ren t I s sues in Business 
Educat ion in the Publ ic Junior Colleges of California, unpublished Ed.. D. 
T h e s i s , Univers i ty of California, Los Angeles , 1956, p . 511-523. 

52 California State Depar tment of Education, Bureau of Business 
Educat ion, Bus iness Education in Action, Sacramento , State Pr in t ing Office, 
Vol. 25 , No. 8, October 1956, p . 6. 

53 Ibid. , p . 12. 

54 California Business Education Associa t ion, 1956-57 F i l e , Op. Cit. 
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In con t ra s t to the pa t t e rns of thought a c r o s s the Nation during this 

per iod , even though the genera l education objective was no doubt s t ronge r 

than in any other previous per iod , in California the t rend towards the dual 

objective was a l ready in evidence. 

The Dual Objective in Business Education, 1958-1961 - - The pa t t e rn 

of emphas is on the dual objective had a l ready been well establ ished in 

California during the pas t per iod . The vocational objective received inc reased 

at tention with the Governor ' s Conference on Automation and the National 

55 Defense Education Act favoring bus iness education. Affiliation of the 

C . B . E . A . with the Amer ican Vocational Associat ion and the vocational 

emphas i s on convention p r o g r a m s played a prominent role in establ ishing a 

new t rend toward the vocational objective. 

The su rvey of bus iness education in California which s t rongly supported 

the dual function, will be p resen ted as a s epa ra t e topic. 

Accent on the Vocational Objective, 1961-1965 - - P a t t e r n s of thought 

deal t with the promot ion of vocational business education and improving the 

image of bus iness education. No doubt, promotion of profess ional r e s e a r c h 

by the Fund for the Advancement of Business Education, a c r e a t u r e of the 

C . B . E . A . , was in s t rumen ta l in achieving these object ives . 

55 California Bus iness Education Associat ion, 1958-59 F i l e , Op. Cit . 
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A r e p o r t of the F . A . B . E . - C . B . E . A . Study Session, due to i t s unique­

nes s and impac t , will be presen ted as a separa te subject . 

Publ ic Law 87-415, the Manpower Development Training Act of 1962, 

provided the C . B . E . A . with another vocational challenge as approximately 

56 
45 p e r cent of the job opportunit ies in California a r e in bus iness occupat ions. 

The impac t of automation and technological change had a grea t affect 

on occupational pa t te rns and created unemployment and other re lated p r o b l e m s . 

These and other factors played an impor tan t role in the development of l e g i s -

57 
lat ion affecting vocational education. The need for, and the impor tance of, 

C O 

vocat ional education in our society was repor ted by Van Wagenen. 

T h e purpose of the Vocat ional Education Act i s to t ra in for 
specific jobs in identified occupations. Under the Vocational 
Education Act bus iness education p rog rams mus t be occupa-
tionally or ien ted . ' 

Vocational bus iness education takes on a new dimension with the 

p a s s a g e of the Vocational Education Act. For the f i r s t time in h i s to ry , 

56 California Business Education Associat ion, 1962-63 F i le , Op. Cit. 

57 R. C. Van Wagenen, Business Education and Technological Change, 
Mimeographed Repor t , Bureau of Business Education, Sacramento , California, 
Sep tember 1964, p . 5-6 . 

58 R. C. Van Wagenen, Vocational Business Education in California, 
A P r o g r e s s Repor t , Mimeographed Report , Bureau of Business Education, 
S a c r a m e n t o , California, 1964, p . 1-14. 

59 Ibid. , p . 11. 
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federa l funds a r e available for the further development of educational p r o g r a m s 

for the office occupat ions . Business education accounts for about 40 per cent 

of the vocational education pro jec ts submitted by school d i s t r i c t s in California. 

Ninety p e r cent of the bus iness pro jec ts a r e in the office a r e a with about 10 

60 
p e r cent in the d is t r ibut ive field. Funds from the Vocational Education Act 

61 
can be used to design new occupational pa t te rns and c o u r s e s . 

Affiliation with the Indust ry-Educat ion Council provided a c loser 

working re la t ionship between bus ines s , indus t ry , and education enhanced by 

the vocational object ive. 

During the pas t five y e a r s , the vocational objective of bus iness educa­

tion at tained i ts h ighest level of recognit ion since the 1917-1933 per iod . 

3 . The Lomax Study, 1958. 

A Survey of Business Education in the Secondary Schools of 

California -~ This study was undertaken to de te rmine the adequacy and 

effect iveness of the bus iness education p r o g r a m s being offered by California 

junior high schools , sen ior and four -year high schools , and junior co l leges . 

60 R. C. Van Wagenen, Developments in Business Education at the 
State Leve l , Mimeographed Repor t , Bureau of Business Education, Sac ramen to , 
Cal i fornia , J anua ry 1965, p . 7. 

61 Ib id . , p . 5. 
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One of the main purposes of the study was to "identify the ' c r i t i c a l p r o b l e m s 9 

in bus ines s education that need to be se r ious ly studied and solved if bes t 

62 
fur ther advancement of bus iness education i s to take p l a c e " . 

This r e s e a r c h r e p r e s e n t s one of the mos t comprehens ive studies ever 

completed in Cal ifornia and was concerned with the philosophy and objectives 

of bus iness education, occupational and educational t r e n d s , the bus iness 

c u r r i c u l u m , e n r o l l m e n t s , guidance and p lacement , bus iness t eache r education, 

admin i s t ra t ion and superv is ion . According to Lomax, "The p r i m a r y function 

of bus iness education i s to provide vocational t ra ining as wel l as to contr ibute 

63 
to the gene ra l education of all s tudents" . This dual function of education for 

bus ines s was es tabl ished by the w r i t e r as a c r i t e r ion by which to gauge the 

p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education in California. 

Lomax did not advocate specia l ized or technical education for the high 

schools but recommended i t for the junior co l leges . "Vocational p repa ra t ion 

in high school should be d i rec ted toward t ra ining for a var ie ty of occupational 

64 
a r e a s r a t h e r than toward specific j obs " . As a r e su l t of the study, twenty-

65 
two majo r recommendat ions w e r e made by Dr . Lomax. 

62 Pau l S. Lomax, Tentative Findings and Observat ions of the 
Cal i fornia Bus iness Education Study, Mimeographed Repor t , Sac ramen to , 
Bureau of Bus iness Education, 1957, p . 1. 

63 « « - - « - - - , A Survey of Business Education in the Secondary Schools 
of Cal i fornia , Sac ramento , Bureau of Business Education, State Pr in t ing 
Office, Vol . 27, No. 14, December 1958, p . 1. 

64 I b i d . , p . 2 . 

65 Ib id . , p . 42«44. 



THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE - CALIFORNIA 227 

A definite t rend was d i scern ib le towards increas ing the level of 

education requ i red for employment . In California, as throughout the nation, 

a h i e r a r c h y of leve ls of employment requi red corresponding levels of v o c a ­

tional p r e p a r a t i o n . This movement was accompanied by a t rend towards 

secur ing a balance of the genera l and vocational education offered in each 

p r o g r a m of vocational p r epa ra t i on . "A bus iness cu r r i cu lum in the secondary 

schools i s designed to p r e p a r e the student for an occupational c a r e e r and to 

66 

provide h im with a wel l - rounded genera l educat ion". The dual, or combina­

tion, ro le of bus iness education was maintained by Lomax with the exception 

of one ins tance when he s ta ted, "One of the major purposes of bus iness educa­

tion in both the high school and junior college is to p r e p a r e young men and 

67 
women for immed ia t e employment in b u s i n e s s " . 

4 . F . A . B . E . ~ C . B . E . A . Study Session, 1961. 

The F . A . B . E . - C . B . E . A . Study Session was a two-day workshop 

held in Bakers f ie ld , California, on March 11 and 12, 1961. Table IV, a l i s t 

of the th i r ty - four par t i c ipan t s at this study sess ion , i s added to the Appendix. 

The p rominen t bus iness educators who par t ic ipated in the workshop at tempted 

66 Ib id . , p . 11 . 

67 Ib id . , p . 14. 
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to r e so lve the i s s u e : "To what extent can we agree on bas ic definitions and 

t h e o r e m s about bus iness education for use as the bas i s for a consis tent p o s i -

68 t ion in our dea l ings , both in and out of the profess ion? " One major i s s u e 

deal t with the p r o b l e m , "To what extent i s bus iness education vocat ional , and 

69 
what a r e the c r i t e r i a of a vocational c o u r s e ? " The findings of this study 

should shed some l ight on the age-old con t rove r s i a l p rob lem of determining 

the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education in California. As an introduct ion, 

twenty p r inc ip le s of vocational bus iness t ra in ing w e r e reviewed and. d i scussed . 

Table II r e p r e s e n t s the quest ionnaire and the tabulation of the r e su l t s 

of the r eac t ion to each t h e o r e m . Common agreement existed on twenty of the 

twenty-five t h e o r e m s for 80 p e r cent ag reemen t . 

The first t h e o r e m s ta ted, "The bus iness education p r o g r a m at all 

l eve l s has the respons ib i l i ty for the genera l economic and bus iness education 

of a l l s tudents as well as for those who wish to p r e p a r e for jobs ? " All but 

one (97 p e r cent) of the bus iness educator par t ic ipants agreed that bus iness 

education has a dual function. 

T h e o r e m fifteen l i s ted a bas ic definition for the vocational c o u r s e . 

"By a vocat ional cour se we mean one whose p r i m a r y purpose i s to enable a 

s tudent to obtain and hold gainful employment , after completing the course in 

70 a s a t i s f ac to ry m a n n e r , doing the type of things learned in the c o u r s e ? " 

68 , F . A . B . E . - C . B . E . A . Study Session Repor t , Hectograph 
dupl ica ted manusc r ip t , March 11~12, 1961, Bakersf ie ld , California, 21 p . 

69 Ib id . , p . 3 . 

70 I b i d . , p . 4 . 
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Bakersf ie ld , California, March 11-12, 1961 

Twenty-Five Business Education Theorems 

The following i t ems s tate points of view regarding re la t ionships and philo« 
sophical posi t ions of the Bus iness Education p r o g r a m . An analysis of each 
s t a tement by study sess ion par t ic ipants is l is ted in appropr ia te column. 

Do You Agree That : Yes No 

1. The Bus iness Education p r o g r a m at all levels has the r e s p o n s i ­
bi l i ty for the genera l economic and bus iness education of all 
s tudents as wel l as for those who wish to p r epa re for jobs? 33 1 

2 . Bus iness Education has a responsibi l i ty to contribute to the 
gene ra l or common education of all s tudents? 33 1 

3 . Development of economic l i t e racy i s a major responsibi l i ty 
of the Social Science Depar tment , not the Business Dept. ? 3 31 

4 . Because of the inc reas ing emphasis on junior college work, 
the vocat ional bus iness education p r o g r a m should be e l im i ­
nated f rom the high school? 0 34 

5. Unless a high school can reasonably comply with the genera l ly 
accepted p r inc ip les of vocational education, it should not c la im 
to give vocat ional bus iness t ra in ing? 30 4 

6. Bus iness Education in high school is entitled to a propor t ionate 
s h a r e of the be t t e r students ? 30 4 

7. Few High School bus iness subjects lend themse lves to a body 
of informat ion helpful to all students ? 6 28 

8. In view of the counseling p r o g r a m , bus iness t eache r s have 
l i t t le or no respons ib i l i ty for guidance? 1 33 

9. It i s the obligation of the school to teach job requ i rement s 
pecu l i a r to a pa r t i cu l a r bus ines s? 7 27 

10. The high school bus iness p r o g r a m should be l imited to such 
vocat ional c o u r s e s as typing, shorthand and bookkeeping? 1 33 

11. Whenever a cour se i s taught for both genera l education and 
vocat ional p u r p o s e s , it is usual ly the vocationally oriented 
student who suf fers? ^ ^0 

12. Genera l or bas i c Bus iness Education in the high school should 
be a imed at the non-col lege p r e p a r a t o r y pupi ls? 3 31 

13. It i s be t t e r for s tudents to p r e p a r e for the ul t imate jobs 
s tudents want , r a the r than for the jobs they will probably 
have to t ake? 10 24 
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14. Vocat ional Bus iness Education can be taught m o r e effec­
tively in a vocat ional or c o m m e r c i a l school than in a 
gene ra l or comprehens ive school? 6 28 

15. By a vocat ional cour se we mean one whose p r i m a r y purpose 
i s to enable a s tudent to obtain and hold gainful employment , 
after completing the course in a sa t i s fac tory m a n n e r , doing 
the type of things l ea rned in the c o u r s e ? 31 3 

16. A student in a vocat ional bus iness education course in high 
school or junior college should be requi red to mee t job 
s t anda rds of prof ic iency before receiving cour se c red i t ? 21 13 

17. Vocat ional Bus iness Education in the high school should 
p r e p a r e for different types and levels of jobs f rom those 
for which p repa ra t i on i s given in the junior col lege? 27 7 

18. Human re la t ionships in bus iness a r e m o r e impor tan t to 
succes s than abili ty in bus iness sk i l l s? 20 14 

19. Ability grouping of high school students does not affect our 
bus ines s subject en ro l lmen t s? 3 31 

20. High School Bus iness Education should take only a p r o p o r ­
tionate s h a r e of the poor abili ty students into i t s c l a s s e s ? 20 14 

2 1 . Inasmuch as the types of jobs genera l ly available to high 
school g radua tes do not demand a high degree of skil l or 
abi l i ty , Bus iness Education should organize cour ses and 
l imi t en ro l lmen t to students of l e s s than average abil i ty? 1 33 

22. Bus iness Educat ion should a t tempt to align i tself m o r e 
c lose ly with col legiate schools of bus iness r a the r than 
schools of educat ion? 26 8 

23 . Bus iness Education in high school , as frequently al leged, 
i s too academic? 4 30 

24. C . B . E . A . should be the voice of Bus iness Education at al l 
l eve l s and in al l types of inst i tut ions in California? 30 4 

2 5 . C . B . E . A . should encompass bus iness and parochia l schools 
as wel l as secondary schools and junior colleges in i t s 
m e m b e r s h i p ? 30 4 

F . A . B . E . » C . B . E . A . Study Sess ion, Dr . McKee F i sk , P r o j e c t 
D i r e c t o r , Bakers f ie ld , California, March 11-12, 1961. 

a F . A . B . E . - Fund F o r the Advancement of Bus iness Educat ion, 
b C . B . E . A . - California Business Education Assoc ia t ion . 
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Th i r ty -one out of th i r ty - four (over 90 p e r cent) of the par t ic ipants agreed 

with the definition of a vocat ional c o u r s e . F u r t h e r analys is of r e sponses to 

t h e o r e m s 1, 4 , 5, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17 indicate a s t rong pre fe rence for 

the vocat ional object ive, although the dual objective was maintained as the 

p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education, forecas t ing a slight t r end toward 

the vocat ional object ive. 

5 . Summary , In te rpre ta t ion , Compara t ive Analys is , 
and A s s e s s m e n t of Object ives . 

Objectives During Pe r iod of Ea r ly Development, 1635-1933 — 

Although the apprent icesh ip sy s t em was uti l ized on a l e s s extensive bas i s in 

Cal i fornia compared to the Nation, the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness t ra ining 

was s t r i c t l y vocat ional . With the advent of m o r e pr iva te bus iness schools , 

the vocat ional objective was emphasized even m o r e . The p r i m a r y objective 

in Cal ifornia continued to be the vocational objective following the pa t t e rn 

a l r eady es tab l i shed throughout the Nation. The t rend towards m o r e soc io -

bus ines s subjects verif ied the genera l education objective, creat ing some 

c o n t r o v e r s y as to the p r i m a r y object ive. The p r i m a r y objective in California 

r ema ined vocat ional although the *dual objective* was m o r e evident . 

Chronological Analysis of Alternat ing Cycles of Object ives , 1933-

1965 - - The conflict between genera l and bus iness education objectives 

b e c a m e m o r e pronounced both in California and the United S ta te s . The 
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objective of bus ines s education became m o r e related, to the level of ins t ruc t ion . 

The dual objective was first d i scern ib le on the collegiate level , the genera l 

education objective on the junior college level , and the vocational objective 

r emained the p r i m a r y objective in p r iva te bus iness schools and high schoo l s . 

P r i o r to World. War JJ, the *duals respons ib i l i ty of bus iness education became 

p redominan t , but the pendulum swung to the vocational objective during the 

w a r . In Cal i fornia , the c u r r i c u l a became m o r e occupationally or iented and 

the work offered was c losely co-ordinated with bus iness offices. 

As indus t ry and bus iness converted f rom war production to civil ian 

commodi t i e s , the pendulum again swung back to the ' dua l 1 r o l e . During the 

'fift ies* the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education fluctuated between the 

gene ra l education and the dual objective in California, but r ema ined solidly 

genera l education throughout the Nation. The a l ternat ing cycles of objectives 

a r e graphica l ly p r e s e n t e d in F igure 2. A symbol designation i s p resen ted 

for each of the t h r e e object ives , symbolical ly i l lus t ra t ing the differences in 

value of each objective during a pa r t i cu la r per iod of time. 

The Lomax Study, m o r e than any other document, clarified the 

respons ib i l i ty for the dual objective of bus iness education in Cal ifornia . 

The t r end was to d i r ec t high school training toward a va r ie ty of occupational 

a r e a s r a t h e r than toward specific jobs . A definite t rend was d i sce rn ib le 

toward inc reas ing the level of education requi red for employment . California 
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led the movement of secur ing a balance between the genera l and vocational 

education offered in each p r o g r a m of vocational p repa ra t ion . 

The 1961 F . A . B . E . - C . B . E . A . Study Session supported and 

val idated the adual* objective of bus iness education. Ninety-seven pe r cent 

of the p rominen t bus ines s educators par t ic ipat ing in the study sess ion agreed 

that the bus iness education p r o g r a m at all levels has the responsibi l i ty for 

the gene ra l economic and bus iness education of al l students as well as for 

those who wish to p r e p a r e for jobs . F u r t h e r analysis of r e sponses to theorems 

indica ted a s t rong p re fe rence for the vocational objective, although the dual 

objective was main ta ined as the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education in 

Cal i fornia , forecas t ing a slight t rend toward the vocational objective. 

The impac t of automation and technological change affected occupa­

t ional p a t t e r n s , c rea t ing unemployment and other re la ted p r o b l e m s . These 

fac tors contr ibuted heavily to the development of legis la t ion affecting bus iness 

educat ion. Specifical ly, the Manpower Development Training Act of 1962, 

and the Vocational Education Act of 1963, did m o r e to promote the cause of 

vocat ional bus iness education throughout the Nation and California, Under 

the Vocat ional Education Act bus iness education p r o g r a m s must be occupa-

t ional ly or iented to mee t provis ions of the Act. If any doubt existed that 

b u s i n e s s education i s vocat ional , the i s s u e was finally reso lved . During the 

pas t five y e a r s , the vocational objective of bus iness education hao at ta ined 

i t s h ighes t l eve l of recognit ion s ince the 1917-1933 pe r iod . 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

This study was devoted to a compara t ive analysis of the pa t te rns of 

thought under which education for bus iness developed in the United States and 

Cal i fornia . One of the definite needs throughout the long h i s to ry of bus iness 

education was a comprehens ive study t rac ing the evolution of the objectives 

of bus iness education to de te rmine the p r i m a r y objective. A s ta tement of the 

major objective of bus iness education had not been formulated nor stated in a 

guiding pr inc ip le until 1964. More specif ical ly, the bas ic purpose of the 

study was to de t e rmine the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education. 

Each objective was analyzed, i n t e rp re t ed , and evaluated in t e r m s of 

t h r e e object ives : 1) Vocational education, 2) General education, and 3) Dual 

or combinat ion. 

A thorough analysis and synthesis included a study of the factors 

and fo rces that influenced the development of the objectives of bus iness educa ­

t ion, the re la t ionship between genera l and vocational object ives, and the role 

of g e n e r a l and vocat ional bus iness education towards the es tabl i shment of 

ob jec t ives . 

The f i r s t chapter se ts the stage with a presenta t ion of the b u s i n e s s , 

economic , and soc ia l fac tors and forces influencing education for b u s i n e s s . 

The review of the l i t e r a t u r e follows the definition of t e r m s . The r e s e a r c h 

i s divided into s tudies dealing with the h i s to ry of bus iness education, the 
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majo r i s s u e s of bus iness education, and genera l s tud ies , and each ca tegory 

is fur ther sub-divided into United States and California s tud ies . The f i rs t 

chapter i s concluded with a s u m m a r y and a s ta tement of the bas ic hypothesis 

in the null fo rm; a compara t ive analysis of the pa t t e rns of thoughts supports 

the theory that the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education is not vocat ional . 

This study p laces the function of bus iness education in the total 

p a t t e r n of education in a democra t i c socie ty in i t s t r u e pe r spec t ive . R e s e a r c h 

s tudies have agreed on th ree dist inct per iods in the ea r ly h i s to ry of bus iness 

education in the United S ta tes . These t h r ee per iods a r e uti l ized in Chapter 

Two. Chapter Th ree classif ied the modern h i s to ry of bus iness education 

into t h r e e addit ional p e r i o d s . 

The E a r l y His tory of Business Education, 1635-1852 - - The p r i m a r y 

objective of the apprent iceship sys t em was specifically vocat ional . The 

objective for all of the ea r ly bus iness subjects was essent ia l ly vocat ional . 

The re was p rac t i ca l ly no organizat ion of bus iness education, ins t ruc t ion 

lacked quali ty, and l i t t le information was available on the subject. During 

the first two c e n t u r i e s , education for bus iness was based on the needs of 

b u s i n e s s and the demands of the Amer ican f r e e - e n t e r p r i s e sy s t em. The 

p r i m a r y objective in California continued to be the vocational objective 

following the pa t t e rn a l ready es tabl ished throughout the Nation. Verif icat ion 

of the vocat ional objective as the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education 

inval idated the assumpt ion that education for bus iness was not vocat ional . 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 237 

The Bus iness College E r a , 1852-1893 — In no per iod of the h i s to ry 

of bus ines s education was i t s objective m o r e predomina te ly vocat ional . The 

p r iva te bus ines s school was m o r e respons ive to the demands of the bus iness 

wor ld and be t t e r able to adapt i tself quickly to any changes . Commerc ia l 

educa tors t r i e d to ant icipate the needs of bus iness and then supply the demand. 

During this pe r iod bus iness cou r se s w e r e introduced into the public high 

schools upon the ins i s t ence of p a r e n t s . California followed the same pa t te rn 

in the development of bus iness colleges and high schools . 

The Subsidized E r a of Secondary School Dominance, 1893-1917 - -

This per iod exper ienced expansion and development of public high schoa l s . 

The movement for comprehens ive high schools was promoted by education for 

b u s i n e s s . A definite t rend was the upward extension of bus iness education 

f rom the secondary level to the collegiate l eve l . The ea r ly colleges of com« 

m e r c e s t r e s s e d the genera l education objectives in addition to providing an 

opportunity for the student to acqui re some knowledge of a pa r t i cu la r l ine of 

t r a d e . 

T h e or ig inal objective of bus iness education on the junior college 

leve l was gene ra l education, but the development of t e rmina l p r o g r a m s placed 

m o r e emphas i s on the vocational object ive. As m o r e students entered high 

school the s t r i c t ly vocational courses w e r e extended upward into the las t two 

v e a r s with the p re -voca t iona l objective re legated to the junior high school . 

During the 19th Century , California lagged behind the Nation, but at the tu rn 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 238 

of the cen tury California a ssumed the l eade r sh ip in the development of both 

junior high schools and junior co l l eges . 

During this pe r iod , the National Education Associat ion recognized 

the impor t ance of bus iness education with the appointment of study c o m m i t t e e s . 

The 1903 Commit tee placed g r e a t e r emphas is on social sc ience m a t e r i a l s , 

mark ing a definite change in objectives f rom vocational to genera l education. 

The 1915 Commit tee emphasized the technical bus iness skil l subjects as well 

as the genera l background subjec t s . With the expansion of the bus iness 

c u r r i c u l a , a d i sce rn ib le change in objectives i s noted by grade level of 

i n s t ruc t ion . F r o m a t r io logy of th ree bas ic subjects of bookkeeping, penman­

ship, and a r i t h m e t i c , education for bus iness has expanded overwhelmingly and 

today over a hundred different bus iness courses a r e offered on the collegiate 

level a lone . 

Leve ls of employment tend to place education for bus iness in i t s 

p r o p e r pe r spec t i ve and this c rea ted a h e i r a r c h y of levels of ins t ruc t ion in 

the public school s y s t e m . The junior high school and the sma l l e r high school 

should t r a in for the p re -voca t iona l level ; vocational bus iness education should 

be taught on the high school level in l a r g e r schools , junior col leges , and 

pos t -h igh schoo l s . Most cour ses on the semi -p ro fess iona l or technical level 

should be r e s e r v e d for the junior col lege. P rofess iona l cour ses can bes t be 

handled by the four -yea r college and un ivers i ty . 
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Collegiate Schools of Bus iness Dominance, 1917-1933 — During the 

ea r ly por t ion of this per iod , the vocational objective remained unchallenged 

as the economy was geared to World War I product ion. Through mos t of the 

per iod t h e r e had been an inc reas ing emphas is on the social and the economic 

phases of education, with a d e c r e a s e in emphas is upon technical or special ized 

in s t ruc t ion . Upgrading of technical bus iness subjects to the junior college 

defe r red spec ia l iza t ion . The N . E , A . Commit tee of 1919 S t a t e m e n t of 

p u r p o s e s 1 showed that bus iness education held to the vocational objective. 

This recogni t ion coupled with the support given vocational education with 

federa l funds under the Smith-Hughes Act of 1917, s trengthened the vocational 

object ive. The economic depress ion of the th i r t ies gave r i s e to post -high 

schools of c o m m e r c e . California set the s tandard for post-high schools of 

c o m m e r c e and model junior college p r o g r a m s . 

In the 1920*s, the c o m m e r c i a l course was vocational , but during the 

1930*s i t b e c a m e l e s s vocat ional . A survey by the United States Office of 

Educat ion r evea l ed that the t radi t ional objectives of education for bus iness 

continued to p redomina te and control the cu r r i cu lum, although the re was 

much d i scuss ion and cons iderable d i sagreement as to object ives . 

The E r a of P rofess iona l Business Teacher Education, 1933-1949 — 

During this e r a , bus iness education was compelled to go from one economic 

s i t u a t i o n - - d e p r e s s i o n , s ca rc i ty of employment , to a national defense economy 

- - m a n p o w e r sho r t age . The bus iness c u r r i c u l a w e r e expanded to include 
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m o r e and m o r e gene ra l bus iness cou r se s as t he re was a change in emphas is 

f rom vocat ional specia l iza t ion to economic p rob lems of the depress ion , con­

s u m e r economics and soc io -bus iness sub jec t s . During this per iod, the voca -

tional objective of bus iness education was se r ious ly challenged, for the first 

t i m e , as a new emphas is was placed, on consumer education as the p r i m a r y 

function of bus iness education. 

Changes in c u r r i c u l a affected bus iness t eacher education p r o g r a m s . 

Demands of the bus iness world,, r e su l t s of occupational studies and job 

ana lyses w e r e ut i l ized to keep pace with changing employment r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

In California the emphas i s was on pos t -h igh schools of c o m m e r c e and the 

upgrading of vocational bus iness education. The cu r r i cu la were occupationally 

or iented and the work offered was c losely co-ordinated, with bus iness offices 

and s t o r e s . 

Manpower shor tages caused by World. War II focused, more attention 

on the vocat ional objective as bus iness educators streamlined, and intensified 

the i r p r o g r a m s for specific job t ra in ing . 

Expansion and. complexity of bus iness c rea ted a var ie ty of objectives 

on different educational levels of ins t ruc t ion . 

R e s e a r c h verif ied that the level of ins t ruc t ion , to a l a rge degree , 

de te rmined the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education. Since strong voca ­

tional bus ines s schools w e r e well es tabl ished, the new junior colleges that 

w e r e developed s t r e s s e d the genera l education value of bus iness education. 

The high school held m o r e closely to the vocational objective as i t s p r i m a r y goal . 
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The pr inc ip le that bus iness education mus t first be built upon a solid 

gene ra l education foundation placed genera l or broad education in the e a r l i e r 

y e a r s of the p r o g r a m and d i rec t vocational education was s t r e s s e d in l a t e r 

y e a r s . The upward extension of vocational bus iness education placed, the 

emphas i s of t e r m i n a l or semi -p ro fess iona l education in the junior college, 

resu l t ing in a p re -voca t iona l objective on the high school level and a m o r e 

definitely vocat ional objective on the junior college l eve l . 

The Impetus of the Junior / Community College Movement, 1949-1965 

- - R e s e a r c h during the period, confirms the assumption that objectives of the 

t ra ining p r o g r a m on each level of ins t ruc t ion should be geared, to the c o r r e ­

sponding level of employment . During the ea r ly pa r t of this period., m o r e 

emphas i s was given the role of genera l education. The upward extension of 

vocat ional bus iness education into the two-year colleges was respons ib le for 

the i n c r e a s e d emphas i s on genera l education objectives on the high school 

l eve l . 

The impac t of federa l legis lat ion including the National Defense 

Educat ion Act of 1958, the Manpower Development Training Act of 1962, and 

the Vocat ional Education Act of 1963, once again turned the tide towards the 

vocat ional object ive. Inclusion under the Vocational Education Act provided 

solid suppor t of the vocational objective completely refuting the nul l -hypothesis 

tha t the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education is not vocat ional . 
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Co-opera t ive work exper ience and a c lose r working re la t ionship 

between b u s i n e s s , i ndus t ry , and education also reinforced the vocational 

object ive . Bus iness education in the 1960*s devoted the i r energies towards 

improving the image of bus iness education and the promot ion of vocational 

bus iness educat ion. 

The following conclusions a r e p resen ted as being war ran ted on the 

bas i s of the evidence revea led in the preceding chapters of this r e s e a r c h 

document . 

1. Education for bus iness had i t s s t a r t in the apprent iceship s y s t e m 

of ea r ly A m e r i c a and evolved through var ious per iods of development and 

today has at tained recognit ion as a major field of study on al l levels of 

educat ion. 

2 . The growth of bus iness education has pa ra l l e led the economic 

development of the country . Education for bus iness was based on the needs 

of bus ines s and the demands of the Amer ican f r e e - e n t e r p r i s e sys t em. Educa­

t ional p r a c t i c e s w e r e influenced by social and economic f a c t o r s . 

3 . Education for bus iness was founded on the bas i s that i t was 

vocat ional in n a t u r e . It was the or iginal type of vocational education, and 

the p r i m a r y objective was to t r a in for a specific t r a d e . The pr iva te bus iness 

school was the f i r s t educational inst i tut ion to popular ize bus iness education 

and p r o m o t e the vocat ional object ive. 
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4 . Bus iness education was in s t rumen ta l in promoting the movement 

for comprehens ive high schoo l s . This growth was reflected with a decline in 

n u m b e r s of specia l ized high schools of c o m m e r c e . 

5. Education for bus iness played an impor tan t ro le in the upward 

extension of vocat ional education to the pos t -h igh schools and junior co l leges . 

The level of education requ i red for employment has r i s en s teadi ly . 

6. The appointment of the Commit tee of Nine under the auspices of 

the Depar tment of Bus iness of the National Education Associat ion in 1901 is 

c redi ted with the first concer ted action to organize a bus iness education 

c u r r i c u l u m . 

7. F r o m a t r iology of t h r e e bas ic c o u r s e s , education for bus iness 

has exper ienced phenomenal growth in number of bus iness subjects offered, 

as wel l as in number s of students enrol led , 

8 . The re i s a need for be t te r organizat ion, adminis t ra t ion , and 

superv i s ion on a l l l eve ls of bus iness education. Closer co-opera t ion and 

co-ord ina t ion i s needed by federa l , s t a te , and local educational agenc ies . 

9. Bus iness education has gradually grown out of pr iva te dominance 

into public con t ro l . 

10. Lack of l eade r sh ip and effectiveness over the y e a r s has c o n t r i ­

buted to the con t rove r sy of objectives of bus iness education. 

11 . Leve ls of employment have crea ted a h e i r a r c h y of levels of 

i n s t r u c t i o n . Each s tep of the educational l adder should p r e p a r e for a h igher 

job l e v e l . 
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12. Tra in ing for broad fields or occupational a r e a s i s m o r e d e s i r ­

able than t ra in ing for specific j o b s . Specific job ski l l s and per formance i s 

not adequate ; occupational intel l igence should be an outcome of the bus iness 

p r o g r a m . 

13. A key pr inc ip le of vocational education s ta tes that any vocational 

t ra in ing should f i r s t be based on a broad genera l education foundation. Good 

bus iness education mus t a lso be based on an adequate , sound genera l education. 

14. E v e r y complete vocational bus iness p r o g r a m should also make 

a contr ibution to the a t ta inment of the goals of genera l education. 

15. Vocat ional t ra ining should be offered as near to the t ime of 

employment as pos s ib l e . Occupational exper ience has long been recognized 

as a d e s i r a b l e requis i te of vocational bus iness p r o g r a m s . 

16. Co-ordinated work exper ience p r o g r a m s should be available for 

effective t r a in ing . C o o p e r a t i v e p r o g r a m s r equ i re harmonious working r e l a ­

t ionships between bus iness and indus t ry and the var ious educational ins t i tu t ions . 

Advisory commi t t ees should prove valuable in this r e spec t . 

17. Appropr ia te guidance and counseling i s a n e c e s s a r y function of 

vocat ional bus ines s education. P l acemen t s e r v i c e s should be made available 

to s t uden t s . 

18 . P e r f o r m a n c e s tandards of achievement for successful c o m p l e ­

t ion of vocat ional bus iness p r o g r a m s should be a requis i te in meeting min imum 

s t a n d a r d s of employment . 
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19. Course content should be based upon sound, continuous r e s e a r c h , 

ut i l izing job analys is and employment s u r v e y s . The impac t of changing job 

c lass i f ica t ions and r equ i r emen t s should also be considered if cu r r i cu la a r e 

to mee t the demands of the changing social and bus iness world . 

20 . Vocat ional c o u r s e s should have specific job objectives as the i r 

p r i m a r y p u r p o s e , 

2 1 . Exis t ing cu r r i cu lum and ins t ruc t ional p rocedures must be 

evaluated per iod ica l ly to make cer ta in they reflect modern developments in 

technology and bus iness p r a c t i c e s . 

22 . Bus iness education cu r r i cu l a , methods and ma te r i a l s should 

change with changes and developments by cu r ren t and future technological 

and economic fo rces as well as federa l leg is la t ion . 

2 3 . Teache r - t r a in ing inst i tut ions should se t the pace in the develop­

ment of innovations in teaching. Scientific r e s e a r c h is n e c e s s a r y in assur ing 

quali ty p r o g r a m s such as t e a m teaching and p rog rammed learn ing . 

24. Pos t -h igh schools should provide vocational bus iness p r o g r a m s 

c r ea t ed by automation, bus iness data p roces s ing , and compu te r s . 

25 . Organizat ion and direct ion of bus iness education mus t be in l ine 

with changing and evolving purposes and objectives of education for b u s i n e s s . 

26 . Expansion and complexity of bus iness c rea ted a va r ie ty of 

object ives on different educational l e v e l s . 
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27. Through the y e a r s , bus iness education was modified in the 

d i rec t ion of t r ad i t iona l , academic , and cul tura l object ives , resul t ing in con­

fusion among both bus iness educators and school admin i s t r a to r s as to the 

p r i m a r y and secondary objec t ives . 

28 . The purposes of bus iness education w e r e broadened during the 

y e a r s between the two World Wars to include p e r s o n a l - u s e and socia l econo­

mic ob jec t ives . 

29 . Bas ic bus iness and economic education should be an in tegra l 

segment of gene ra l education p r o g r a m s . 

30. The concept of the f r e e - e n t e r p r i s e sys t em should be included 

in bus iness c u r r i c u l a at all educational l e v e l s . 

3 1 . Junior college enrol lment data shows that bus iness education 

was offered in the g r e a t e s t number of inst i tut ions and enrolled the l a r g e s t 

n u m b e r of s tuden t s . 

32. The re i s a t rend towards l e s s special izat ion and m o r e p r o ­

fess ional ly or iented p r o g r a m s on the collegiate and univers i ty leve l . 

3 3 . The upward and downward extension of vocational bus iness 

educat ion placed the emphas i s of t e rmina l or semi -p ro fess iona l education in 

the junior col lege , resul t ing in a p re -voca t iona l objective on the high school 

leve l and a m o r e definitely vocational objective on the junior college l eve l . 

34. The mos t significant contribution of the junior col leges has 

been the development of quality s emi -p ro fes s iona l cu r r i cu l a to se rve the 
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specif ic needs of the communi ty . The junior col lege, m o r e than any other 

ins t i tu t ion , i s m o r e in phase with the pa r t i cu l a r needs of the local community. 

35 . Ar t icu la t ion of bus iness p r o g r a m s at each level of ins t ruc t ion 

has i n c r e a s e d in impor t ance with the upward and downward extension of 

vocat ional bus iness education. 

36. Meeting the demands of technological and bus iness changes in 

an inc reas ing ly m o r e complex economic society is not enough-- the impor tance 

of the cu l tu ra l and soc ia l advantages of education mus t not be overlooked. 

Science and technology have brought many benefits to mankind, but they have 

a lso brought economic and socia l p r o b l e m s . 

37. Bus iness education needs to be m o r e in tune with the needs of 

al l of A m e r i c a ' s ch i ldren in solving c r i t i ca l p rob lems such as the drop-out 

and the d isadvantaged. 

38. Bus iness education should play a significant role in the war on 

pover ty by uti l izing imaginat ion and ini t iat ive in designing and developing 

bus ines s p r o g r a m s meet ing a constantly changing technology, and a changing 

l abor force in helping to build the grea t socie ty . 

39. Eve ry bus iness t e ache r , r ega rd l e s s of subject field, has a 

r e spons ib i l i ty to teach and develop in the student, sp i r i tua l and m o r a l va lues . 

4 0 . The California Business Education Associat ion i s cons idered a 

ma jo r facet of the California Council of Vocational Associa t ions and the r e l a ­

t ionships with the California Teache r s Associa t ion i s on the bas i s of a voca ­

tional affi l iate. 
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4 1 . Vocat ional bus iness education i s but a pa r t , an impor tan t pa r t , 

of a we l l -ba lanced , tota l school p r o g r a m . A wel l - rounded p r o g r a m should 

develop competent employees but mus t also develop competent economical ly, 

socia l ly , emotional ly , physica l ly , in te l lectual ly , and civicly-minded c i t i zens . 

42 . Like the bus iness world i t s e r v e s , bus iness education i s var ied 

as to pu rposes and objec t ives . The var ie ty of types of inst i tut ions and 

different leve ls of ins t ruc t ion adds to the p rob lem of determining the p r i m a r y 

objective of bus ines s education. The objectives of bus iness education not 

only have i n c r e a s e d in number but they a r e continually changing in na tu re . 

4 3 . Bus iness educators mus t continually r e - examine the i r objectives 

and p u r p o s e s , and r e - eva lua t e thei r assumpt ions and methods in light of the i r 

goa l s . 

44 . Most bus iness educators recognize two major phases - -voca t iona l 

educat ion for s tudents who a r e planning to enter a bus iness occupation and 

gene ra l bus ines s education of value to all s tudents . This dual role i s verif ied 

by the l i t e r a t u r e - - o n e function is to provide vocational t ra ining for bus iness 

s tudents the other function is to provide an essen t ia l p a r t of the genera l 

educat ion for al l youths . 

4 5 . This study ver i f ies that bus iness education has two major ob jec­

t i v e s : 1) to p r e p a r e s tudents for bus iness employment , and 2) to p r e p a r e 

s tudents for bus iness exper iences in which *all* ci t izens should be prof icient , 

both in knowledge and p e r f o r m a n c e . 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 249 

46 . Evidence p resen ted throughout mos t of the period of this i n v e s ­

t igat ion va l ida tes the vocational objective as the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness 

educat ion. 

47 . Vocat ional and. genera l education cou r se s and. the i r objectives 

should not be in conflict with each o ther , r a the r each should complement the 

o the r . 

4 8 . The impor t ance of the i s s u e of determining the ' p r i m a r y ' 

objective of bus iness education leaves no doubt as to the value and. p r io r i ty 

of p r o b l e m s in education for b u s i n e s s . This r e s e a r c h study should help 

clar ify the i s s u e and lend d i rec t ion to the poss ible solution of the p rob lem. 
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His to r ica l Data-Gathering Meeting 

INTERVIEW CHECKLIST AND GUIDESHEET 

This check l i s t /gu ideshee t i s provided for you as a worksheet to ut i l ize in 
r eco rd ing your thoughts and to make i t ea s i e r to respond to ques t ions . This 
h i s t o r i c a l da ta -ga ther ing meet ing i s one of four scheduled in four different 
geographica l locat ions of the Sta te . It is impor tan t to r e s t r i c t comments to 
each per iod l i s ted below. This meeting will be recorded for pos te r i ty and 
the tape s to red in the C . B . E . A . Arch ives . 

All Quest ions Will Be Considered Under Four Chronological Pe r iods of Development. 

Pe r iod Subject 

a. P r i o r to 1913 Pioneer ing Pe r iod (Teacher Ins t i tu tes) . 
b . 1913 - 1933 Ea r ly Per iod of Development (Regional 

Associat ions & State Leade r sh ip ) . 
c . 1933 - 1949 Per iod of Economic Depress ion and 

World War II (State Associat ion 
and State Leadersh ip ) . 

d. 1949 - 1965 Pe r iod of P r o g r e s s and Leadersh ip 
(Profess ional State Associa t ion) . 

Code: V = Vocational Use Dual whenever the p r i m a r y function 
G = Genera l was both vocational and genera l ; both 
D = Dual being equally impor tan t . 

Ques t ions : 

1. What was the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education in California during 
each of the above p e r i o d s ? a) b) c) d) 

2 . The a im of vocat ional bus iness education was to provide t raining for 
specific job t ra in ing or to provide a broad genera l bus iness background? 
a) b) c) d) 

3 . Which grade level was mos t prominent during each per iod?(a ) Secondary 
School; (b) Pos t -High School; (c) P r i v a t e Business School; (d) Junior 
Col lege; (e) College or Univers i ty , a) b) c) d)_ 

4 . What a r e a of act ivi ty was mos t impor tan t during each per iod? Cur r icu la ; 
S tandards ; Methods; Teacher Training; Resea rch ; Recru i tment ; M e a s u r e ­
ment ; Individual Differences; O the r s , a) b) c) d) 

5. If you feel one of the above p re sen t s a major i s sue in bus iness education, 
other than 1, 2, and 3 above, p lease indicate by per iod: 

6. What do you think is the mos t impor tan t p rob lem facing bus iness education 
in Cal ifornia today? 

7. F ina l ly , as the meet ing comes to a c lose , jot down any additional 
c o m m e n t s , r ecommenda t ions , const ruct ive c r i t i c i s m , or p rob lems for 
fur ther study: 
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San F r a n c i s c o Bay A r e a 
Roland K. Abe rc rombie 
John E . A r m s t r o n g , J r . 
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E a r l W. Atkinson 
Alber t Bullock 
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J e s s i e Graham 
B e s s i e Kaufman 
Vier l ing K e r s e y 

I r a W. Kibby 
E m m a O. Leubbers 
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Nor the rn California A r e a 
Claud F . Addison 
Howbert Bonnett 
Wil l iam Clayton 
J a m e s Callaghan 
John N. Given 

Mar s don Sherman 

2nd C . B . E . A . P r e s . , College of San Mateo 
P re s iden t , Arms t rong College 
F o r m e r Manager , South-Western Pub . Co. 
F o r m e r Manager , Gregg Publishing Co. 
Manager , South-Western Publishing Co. 
C, B. E . A. P r e s . , Mer r i t t School of Bus . 
1915 P r e s . of N . E . A . Dept of Bus . E d . , 

San Jose Technical High School 

C . B . E . A . P r e s . , F r e s n o State College 
F r e s n o City College 
College of the Sequoias 
1st Head of Bus iness , F r e s n o State College 
C . B . E . A . P r e s . , F r e s n o State College 
3rd C . B . E . A . P r e s . , F r e s n o Tech. H . S . 

C . B . E . A . P r e s . , San Diego Schools 
Division Head, San Jose State College 
Superv isor , Los Angeles , Ea r ly Leader 
1st C . B . E . A . P r e s . , Ful le r ton College 
E a r l y Leader , Business Teacher Education 
C . B . E . A . P r e s , , Supervisor , Los Angeles 
1st P r e s . , Los Angeles Section, 1913, 

State Superintendent of Public Ins t r . 
1st Chief, Bur . of Bus . Educ. , P ioneer 
Chaffey College, So. Section, P ioneer 
1st Head, Div. of Bus iness , San Diego State 

C . B . E . A . P r e s . , Har tnel l College 
C . B . E . A . P r e s . , Sacramento City College 
C . B . E . A . P r e s . , Oakland Technical H. S. 
4th C . B . E . A . P r e s . , Sacramento City Coll . 
C . B . E . A . P r e s . , P ionee r , P r e s i d e n t of 

Metropoli tan College of Business 
C . B . E . A . P r e s . , Chico State College 
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P a r t i c i p a n t Affiliation 

Dr . Alvin Becket t 
Dr . Maur ice Crawford 
D r . S. Joseph DeBrum 
M r . Ge rvase Eckenrod 
M r . Reginald Es tep 
M r . E r n e s t Fa i tos 
Dr . McKee F i sk 
M r s . Dorothy Fo rd 
Dr . Albe r t F r i e s 
Dr . E . Dana Gibson 
M r . A lbe r t G. Giordano 
M r . Loyce Gossage 

Dr . Wil l iam H i m s t r e e t 
M r s . Bes s i e Kaufman 
Dr . John Linn 
M r . Wil l iam Lower 
Dr . George Madison 
M r s . Mary Mi l le r 
M r . Joseph Montague 
Dr . Le roy A. P e m b e r t o n 
Dr . Rober t P l a c e 
Miss P a t r i c i a Ro the rmal 

Dr . Russe l l Sicklebower 
Miss L u r a Lynn Straub 
M r . Leonard Stenberg 
M r s . I rene Szewiola 
M r . Gene T a r r 
D r . J a m e s M. Thompson 
D r . Wil l iard Thompson 
D r . S . J . Wanous 
M r s . Cora Warner 
D r . Wil l iam C. Wayne 
Dr . Wil l iam Winnett 
D r . Kenneth Z i m m e r 

San Jose State College 
San Diego State College 
San F ra nc i s c o State College 
F r e s n o City College 
Marysvi l le Union High School 
Santa Cruz High School 
F r e s n o State College 
Los Angeles County Schools 
Chico State College 
San Diego State College 
Monterey Peninsula College 
Mt. San Antonio College 

Univers i ty of Southern California 
Los Angeles City Schools 
San F ra nc i s c o State College 
Huntington Beach High School 
San F ra nc i s c o State College 
F r e s n o City College 
McLane High School, F r e s n o 
San Diego State College 
Chico State College 
Oceans ide-Car l sbad College 

San F ra nc i s c o State College 
San Diego State College 
Diablo Valley College 
Manual Ar t s High School, Los Angeles 
H i r am Johnson High School, Sacramento 
San Jose State College 
Sacramento State College 
Universi ty of California, Los Angeles 
Los Angeles County Schools 
F r e s n o State College 
San F ra nc i s c o State College 
Los Angeles State College 
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ABSTRACT OF 

A Compara t ive Analysis of the Pa t t e rns of Thought 
Under Which Education for Business Developed, 1635-1965 

This study was an at tempt to de te rmine the p r i m a r y objective of 

bus ines s education through a comparat ive analysis and appra i sa l of the 

pa t t e rns of thought under which education for bus iness developed. The h is tory 

of bus iness education in the United Sta tes , 1635 = 1965, revealed that educa­

tional p r a c t i c e s in education for bus iness were influenced by social and econo­

mic condi t ions . Vocational bus iness education i s a much more complex 

opera t ion today than i t was in the ea r ly period of development. Expansion 

and complexi ty of bus iness c rea ted a var ie ty of objectives on different educa­

t ional l e v e l s . 

The vocational objective was validated as the p r i m a r y objective of 

bus ines s education f rom 1635 to 1933 in both the United States and California. 

Once again the pa t t e rn was s imi l a r as the dual objective received m o r e r e c o g ­

nition f rom 1933 to 1951. The only exception was that during the 1940-1948 

pe r iod , California experienced even l e s s genera l education e m p h a s i s . 

Analys is and a s s e s s m e n t of the objectives f rom 1635 to 1951 refute the null 

hypothes is that the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education was not vocat ional . 

1 A lbe r t G. Giordano, doctora l thes is p resen ted to the Facul ty of 
Psychology and Education of the Univers i ty of Ottawa, Ontar io , July, 1966, 
280 p . 
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The gene ra l education objective stood out as the p r i m a r y objective in 

the United States during the 1951-1958 per iod . In California, however , at 

l e a s t an equal emphas is was placed on the dual objective. 

Heavy concentra t ion on the dual objective was evident in 1958-1961, 

with a t rend away f rom the dual to the vocational objective in 1961-1965 

throughout the Nation. With the exceptions noted, California, by and l a rge , 

followed the s ame pa t t e rn . 

In Cal ifornia , the cu r r i cu l a became m o r e occupationally oriented and 

the work offered was c losely co-ordinated with bus iness offices. The t rend 

was to d i r ec t high school t ra ining toward a va r ie ty of occupational a r eas r a the r 

than toward specific j obs . 

Leve ls of employment have crea ted a h e i r a r c h y of levels of ins t ruc t ion . 

The junior high school and the sma l l e r high school should probably l imi t i tself 

to the p re -voca t iona l objective; the l a r g e r high schools and pr iva te bus iness 

schools the vocat ional objective; junior colleges and bus iness colleges the s e m i -

p ro fess iona l or technical goal; and the four-year college or univers i ty should 

t r a i n for the profess iona l l eve l . 

In the final ana lys i s , bus iness education has two major object ives: 

1) to p r e p a r e s tudents for , and in, bus iness employment, and 2) to p r e p a r e 

s tudents for , and in, those bus iness exper iences in which ' a l l ' c i t izens should 

be prof ic ient , both in knowledge and pe r fo rmance . 

Evidence p resen ted throughout the study val idates the vocational ob jec­

t ive as the p r i m a r y objective of bus iness education over much of i t s long h i s t o r y . 


