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CHAFTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Exiating literature.- Need

for ¢ synthetic study.

Altheugh the literature pertaining to the subjeet of
human habitation, Wuilding, and settlement in northern Eurasia
is partieularly vacst, there is a general lack of a synthesis.
The writers - being primarily interested in singled out topics
of lesser impertamss ~ have collected many minor, though fastual
pleces of information, and have analysed those iselated individual
phenemens in detail. Individual explorers and reasearchers had
their main interests eoneentratéd on other subjects; while
desoribing native dwellings exastly and well, they did not preduce

a eomplete picture of human habitatiens,

The ethnographers have provided us with interesting

contributions towards understanding of dwellings among our



contemporaries of morthern Enrania.l It was already in the XVIII®
century, hewever, mush before those eentributions appeared, that
preliminary studies were oonduotedz only te be followed by those
of the XIX® century 1nvclti¢utors.3 The land was of passing
interest also to the hiltorianl.4 It vas the scientiats oi the

XX% gentury, however, who permitted further insight into the

llogoral, W., Elements of Culture of the Circumpoplar Zonre,
"American Anthropoloegist", Vol. 31, pp. 529-601, 1929,

Czaplicka, M. A., Aboriginal Siberia, 0xford University FPress,
Oxford, 1014.

Jochelson, W., Peoples of Asiatic llussia, American Museum of
Natural Histery, New York, 1928,

2?;11;3, P. 8., Beise durch verschiedene Provingzen des Bussischen
Reiches, 3 vel., St. Petersburg, 1771-1776.

3

Hue, M., Travels in Tartary, Thibet and China, tranaslated by
W. Hazlett, 1844-18406.

Levshin, A. 1., Description des Lordes el des steppes des
Kirghiz-Eazaks, FParis, 1840.

Radleff, A., Aus Siberiem, Leipzig, 1884.
Sierossewski, W., Yakuty, 8t. Petersburg, 1896.

4Purknt. E. H., A Thousand Years of the Tartars, london, 1924.

Skrine’ P, H. Bc, and E, D. Ro.., The Heart of Aﬂial A Hi.t!r!
of Luassian Turkestan and the Central 'honates irom the Earliest
Times, Londod, 1899,




problem in their -onographll and enabled the ethnologiste teo gererul-

ise sueh informatioms and to coin hy;otleses and thcories explaining
[a)

how those dwellings originated.” ihe architects h.ve ztudiec the

subject from a structural point of view an! an~lysed its planning

1
Baddley, J. F., _ussia, Mongolia, Lhina, 2 vol., London, 1913.

Bogoras, ., The Chulichee, ‘nthropolo _ioc~rl Nemoirs, .merican
Museum of Natural History, New York, Vol. 11, 1904-1009.

varruthers, D,, Unknown Yongelia, 2 vol., London, 191:C.

Czaplicka, %o 4., The Turks ef Tenbral isia, Oxford University
Fress, Oxford, 1918.

iludeson, A. Z., Kagak §go§§1 Structure, Yale "nivrrsity 'a,ers ir
Anthropolocy, o. 20, 19028,

Jochkolson, ¥., The EKorvak, Anthropelogical liemoirs, Amerisan
Huseum of Natural Iistory, lew Yeork, Veol. 10, 1904,

Jechelson, W., The Ygkut, Anthropelogisal rapers, American
Museum of Natuxal History, New York, Vol., 33, 1033,

Lattimore, (., The ionprols of ianchuria, 193..
ontandon, G., Au navs des Ailmou, Masson et Cie, Yarie, 1997,

Shirekegoroff, 5. M., Secial Orcanization of the lorilern
Tu » Shanghai, 1920.

Sieroszewski, ¥., Dvannseie 1ot ¢ hrajv  nkwtow, “.resaw, 190-,

2v. Eickstedt, 1., Ressenkunde und Rarcsengeschiclite der
Menschheit, F. Vnke, 3tuttgart, 1934.

Mossynski, k., Hultura ludows slgwian, art 1, Kulturs .« ves olha,

Polska Akademin Umiejetnosci, Krakow, 1929.
Poniatowski, S., Etnografia iolski, Wiedza o Ifolnce, v.rsauw, 190U,

Foniatowaki, 5., & nowssyeh poste,.or etnolopii,"Cuaso, iamo
Geograficazne”, 1924-1900,

dehmidt, ¥,.,, and W, Xoupers, Volker und Kulturen, J. 'abbel,
Regensburg, 1924.
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aspeetl.l The archaeologists have given us data as to the houses
ol past ngel.z Finally, on the basis of comparutive atudicsz the
geographers made vealuable econtributions in correlating the ebove
information with their ewn observations o;. the unatural wnd human
phenomena of the Earth’s surface,4and the travellers, hoth of the

XIx% centurys as well as of the ﬁxﬁs have popularised ithis knowledge.

lPla-cik, P., Krotka eharakterystyka tradyeyjinyeh form architekiury
ludowej, Ze studiow nad budownictwem wiejskim, *arsaw, 1957.

Boriskevakiy, ¥. I., Drevneyshee proshlee chelovechestva,
AN SSSR, Moscew-Leningred, 1957.

Childe, 7. G., The Growth of tCulture in Buarbarie furoge, in
Earmaworth's Umfversal Pistory of the World,cdited by J. i, Nasmer-
ton, The Amalgamated {ress, London, 1928, pp. 900-9044.

Childe, V. G., The Dawn of Furopean Civilization, Kezan "anl,
Trench, Trebner & Co., Lemdon, 1047,

5Buschun, G., Die Zitten dexr Volker, Vol. 2, Unien Deutsche

Verlagagesellschaft, Stuttgart, n.d.

"einhardt, L., Kulturgeschichte des Yenachen, Vol. 2, Ernst
l‘einhardt, Munieh, 1913.

44. La Blache, Vidal, PFrincipes de peogrophie humaine,
c.l!n, Par‘.ﬁ, 1918.

Debrynin, B, F,, and E. M. Mursaev, Jarubeshnayas Aziva,
Hinisterstve Presveshcheniya REPSR, Moscow, 1006,

obatttnorO, 0., Tone Desert Road to Turhestan, London, 1JI6.

Sykes, E., and P. Sykes, Through .eseris and Oases of Cential
Asia, Londem, 1920.
4

Zaborski, Bogdan, and Anteni ¥rzosek, _niropegeografin, wielka
Geografic Powazechna, Vel. 3, Trzasku, Pvert i Michal:cki,
Warsaw, (19390).

Hockhill, #. W., Editor, The Journey of william ef Tubliuck,
ukluyt Society, Londom, 1900.

5




Despite sueh vast literature liere cxists a blank spob,
however, in the knowledge of bhubitations u{ norithern .urasias wud

thelr classification and distrilLution.

Host researeh has bean done by the lussians, particularly
under the Soviet regime; it is reasonahle, since the Hussians are
a dominant mationality in that part of the world., rarticularly
valuakhle is the series desoribing cthnelogy of the whole world,

containing eldeo chapters on dwellings ef mankind.l

The amount of couvtrilautioie io the topic, tiouw;h rot
being small, at the same time dces not have a symthetic approach,

in most of the vorkc. jerlanps the best wre monographs describing

lyolatov, 8. P., Pditor, Naredy ire, AN 9385, Moscow.

levin, M, G,, and R, ¥, Fotapov, Lditors, Narody Sibiri,
Voscow-Leningrad, 1936, in Telstov, op. cit,

Eislgakev, N. A., and Fersihic, . 1., Bditorse, lisrody
Peredney Azii, Hoscow, 1857, in Tol.tev, op. cit.



certain regional unitnl and/or chosen problems,g a8 well as some
collection&s and handbooks4 - all of them boing results of
scientific investijgations by the scademy of Sciences o. the

cnien of Seviet Socialiat Eepublics.

There are oanly a few contributions, however, attempting
to present a developmental sequence.5 There:ore the need for
such a synthetic approach is being felt in order to fill the
gap in our knowledze of more than a fifth of land's surface,

and nearly a fourth, excluding the lands «ith perminent ic: cups.

10kladnikov, A. P., Yakutiya do vriseddineniva k russlomu

Zosudarstva, Istoriys JVukutskoy id5h, Vol. «, soscow-Leningrad,
19685,

2Toknrov, 8. A., Editor, Yostochnoslavyanskiy etnograficheskiy

Bbﬂtﬂik, Veol. I, AN SSBR, MODCQ" 1956,

“Tolstov, 5. F., Gditor, Sbermik Muzeys Aptropolegii i Ytnografii,

Vol. XVII, AN SS87, Moscow-Leningrad, 19L7.

4Fotupov, L., vy and Ms G. Levin, Bditors, S8ibirskiy ctnografiches-
kiy sbornik, Vol. I, A) Sobii, hescow-Leningrad, 1952,

otapovy, L, F,, (ditor, S8ibltakiy etnorrafiches’ iy sbornilk,

Vol. 1II, AN 8351, Moscow-Leningrad, 10067,

GPopav, A. A., Kochevaya zhizn i tipy zhilfishch w ..olgan, in
Potapov, L. ', and 4, G, Levin, Lditors, 3ibirakiy etnografiches-
ki ‘barnik, VOlo I, 0D Cita, Phe 142’172.

Sokelova, 2. I',, ¥ istorii zhiliskcha Obskih Vrrov, "wovetshay.
Btnografiya", No. 2, 1957, pp. 88-1005.




Agcording to the Soviel approash geography is divided
into the physieal and economic chaptera. liuman geography .i:s3 not
belong to geegraphical soienses uuder the Joviet setuy. Yor this
simple reasorn we shall not find contributions to e study of
buman dvellings in the Soviet geographicul liverat.re to any
great extent, This to.ic, however, hes been digcuas.ed by Joviet

. 1
ethnograpiers.  And alt! spugh their approach differs subsionticlly

lstndoneckaya, E« N.y Sovremernove kabardinskoye zhilisheie,
"Sovetskaya Ltunogralfiya.", Ne. 4, 1948, pp. 106-123.

Gafferberg, v. G., & 1
"Sevetekaya Etnografiya”, .+o. 4, 1043, pp. 1244143,

Kobychev, V. F., ﬁg;_iggggg nifgdov vost o akabkazyu

y XIX veke,"Sovetskaya Etmografiya”, No. l, 1%57, PP, 57=18.
Simonenko, I. F., -olhosnoye Stroitelstve v lakarpotukoy Oblasti,
"sovetskaya Ltnogr.liy:", ho. 4, 1949, pp. 41-i4,

ge ubranstvs
tnogrufiya s

Samoylovieh, V. Poy, isg

No. --’ 1957' pp. 4“4"50.

Sokeleva, i. i., K jstorii zhilishcha Cbekih Ugrev, op. cit.

Rabinovich, H. G., lIom i usadba v drebney MoskvejSovetskaya

Btnegrafiye”, 'o. 3, 1952, pp. G0-75.

Yoronin" VD Lo. thkz ggrgdnoz arh&tektur@ !gghtsgé

Iadzhikistens, "Sovetakaya btnegratiya“, io. 1, 1957, pp. 138-140,
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from a geographisal one, it is very preeise. They arc not
ewphasising the impertamce of the distribution o. the types

and the cerrelations ef the human habitationa with the environment,
and even with the human faoters like histerical development,
svcial, ethabs and the linguistic aspects, It is best ovident

in shorter contributions.l

All thoae numerous works, while undoubtedly being
valuable and rieh in data on our subject, have to be scrupulously
studied and consulted though none covers the whole field of tids

study.

Chizhikova, L. N., Tusskoye nsrodnoe zhilisbehe vernhuege :ovelabya,
"Kratkie Soobsheheniya Instituta Linografii®, Vel. 1%, 1057,
PP 3-14.

¥arkev, G. £., Tipy eosedloge shilishcha Yurlmenoreamskoro Uazisa,
"Eratkie Soobsheheniya Imstituta tnegrafii, Vol. IXIII, 195G,

pp. 46-08.

Maslova, G. 9., and Chizhikova, . Y., arhitekturnye ukrosheniywe

, adimirskoy 1 Gerkovekey aptey, "Kratkie
Seebsheheniya Instituta “itnografii®™, Vel. YVIII, pp. 3-14,

B 4 AU P11 ¥

Vaynshteyn, 3. I., Chum Vodkamennotungusskih hetov, "Xratkie
Soobshcheniya Instituta Etnografii”, Vol.,3XI, 1954, pp. 30-'0,

Vorebev, N. I., K i ii eel beha u narodev sreunege
Povelzhya, "Kratkie Soobshcheniya Imstituta I'tnografii”™, ‘eol. XXV,

1056, pp. 3-18.




Not only we do not possess a aynthetic work presenting
a classification of house types but also there is a lack of
distribution studies and of correlations of those types vith
natural conditions or cultural and national groups of the

Eurasian noerthlands.

"l.esearches of 211 the .uthors,
mentioned till now, ac uaint us with the
appearance of kinds of situation and shapes
of villages on the earth's surface. ue
receive from them only geuneral knowledge of
relationships, which occur between villages
and the physico-geographical faetors, but
net about their distributiorn on the globhe,
and its caouses. “hat ia more important,
they do not show a method Zor studying of

those phenomena."1

¥hat Frofessor Dlogdan .chorski s.id about rural

aettlemsntl2 is also walid in respeet to types of dwellimgs.

IZahornki. Bogdan, 0 kg ol waji v rosmiesgcren
Prace Komieji Etnogra iennnj. o. 1, Polska Akuden Y Umie'c nosci,
Krakew, 1920, (the quotation translated hy Jorsy laboerski).

2Aaboraki, Bogdan, Sur la Fforme des villapea e¢n f‘olopne et louy
repartition, in Zuboraki, Bogdnan, O ksrtultoch wei.,., pp. 77-103.

Zaborski, Bogdan, Lbe 17 nin :elen und ibre Verbreitans,
Ostenropa-Institut, Wroc aw, 1950.




010-

Therefore, it is Jdcenmcd cosasenmificl . £111 in sk an cxtensive
gap io our krowledge. Whis Jesideralc scome to Le very woell tiamed
espeeially in the light of contemporayy interest in vl wludy of
nort'oarn surusia, to uncle that wilres (.ot @ the wvorla coupuie

fovourably with Li:e results from other cm{.inenm.l

lie sparicio, F., L'uabituti inoe de
La Yioja, "La revue do ~oographie humrine el ('cihnelr le”,
0. 1. Vol. 1’ 13‘18' LD S0-84.

de Dainville, J., Uahite bious et typeps de peulenent sur la
MW%M& La revuc de geographic huuaine
et 1'atmla$10" o, k‘o’ ol. 1, 1048 @y T'Pa 50-.0,

i'aublee, J., . llndagase i ; LYy o nigration,

s 'La revuc de geographie Lunaine ot Jd'cthmelogie",
Hoe 1’ ‘1010 1. PP 36-53, 1048,
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COAPTER 1I

NEED OF SHELYFR

Needs and responses.-

Lack of determiniam,

It was already Professor Vrasm Majewski who has
suggeated - in the bdeginning of this eentury - the biological
conditioning of onlture.l Some five decades later, Professor
Earl Count, a physical anthrepelogist, suggested a biolegical basis
for social behnvienr.g It was only the founder of the functiornalist
school of ethnology, however, Professer Bromisfaw linlinowski,

a student of the famous Frazer.a and a teacher of mony brilliant

llajewski, .razm, Jrologomena do cvwilizacji, Vol. 1, varsaw, 1806,

2\ lecture delivered at the Univeraity of Toronto, 1055.

3?:.:.:. J, G.y The Golden Bough, 12 vol., Macmillan & Ce., 3rd ed.,
Lendon, 19020,

Malinowski, B., $ir Jumes Georpe iramer, A Biogrophicol Approeiotion,
in Malinowski, B., 4 Scientific Theory of tulture and other lssays,
University of ort: Carolina Fress, Chapel ill, 1944, pp. 179-221.




scholars (among whom a prominent place goes to the laie I'rofessor
Gordon Brown - an alert, aeute thinker, the last of the real
gecholars among the Anglo-Canadian anthrepologists - whese work,
though being theoretical, at the same time is in a direct
relationship to field materi&ll), who has defined hasic needs of
man as a biologlcal entity and their oultural reaponles.a
Aeoerding to Doctor Malinowski, there are the following seven b.gsie

needs: motabelism, reproduction, bhodily comforts, safety,

movement, and h.alth.s

"The brief statement b o di ly
comfortes refers to tke range of

temperature, percentage of humidity, and absence

of noxious matters in contact with the body
whieh allew such physielojieal processes as
circulation, digestion, ivternal secretions,

end metaboliem to cocntinue in the purely

lirown. G. G., Advanced Social Structuie. Manuscript notes from

a seminar taken by Jerzy Zlaborski, University of Toronto, 18G5.

aualinowski, B.y A Scientific iheory of Culture and Uther !'ssays,
University of Nerth Carolina 'reass, Chapel Iill, 1944, pi. 91-119,

Srntd., p. 01.
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physical sense. Probably the range of temperature
is the most significant element, since exposure
to wind and weather, to rain, asnow, or continuous

dampness acts to a large extent through elements

of temperature upon an organism.“l

As a cultural response to this basic need the aunthor
gives s hel toe r.2 In ether words, man - biologically
motivated - respends in a way preseribed by the cultural behaviour
he has learned. Thanks to his culture, man does not look for a
shelter when the immediate need arises, but prepares it well in
advance. /e does not have to re-learn the fpet that he needs a
chelter every time climatic conditions become unfavourable,
because he drawe freely from the rich experience and inventions

of our multi-generation old cultural heritage.

e do not attempt to be Jeterministic, in either
direction, but merely suggest thatl bisclogicul conditioning ot
mpktamca living organism is channeled into the culture-prescribed

behaviour.

lrvta., p. 02.

2Ivid., pp. 91, 103-106.
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Ascording to Teofil (lodwgi.fo, a well-imown ctlologrophos
of Yakutia, a protection of the boly from c¢limatic hardsiii g
directed man towards the invention and use of :loiling, .-« =
what follows - habitations, sinee the latter i. kind of clothing

in a broader scnse of the concopi.l

Ascording to that asgientiast, oclothing and halhitatisn
belong to the most impertant aspects of the cultural aclhievenent

of mankind.®

IChodlidIo. Tey lijeszltanie u Jalutow, 1olskie Towarzystwo

MM‘IC, Lnblin-.xrlkﬂw, 1947, Po 91.

Inid.



CHAPTIR I1X
B VIRONMUNT

Climatic factors.- Solls

and relief.- Vegetatien
gsonea: tundra, taiga, steppe,
desert; deelduous and mixed

foreat.

Clinnte, seil, fauna and flora, and relief - all Lave
contributed tevards thc shape human habitations obtained. In face
of lack of natural rock shelters or ocaves nan had to devise fox
himself a sufficient protection from heat and celd. precipitatien,
wind, insects and oether animals. It could have heen donoe out of
the locally available unaterial: earth, reeck, mod, timber and
ethor erganie matter. Once invented, man passed the dwelling on teo

his deacendants who moedified and improved it throush the ages.

e have in northern Furasia - the arca of our atudy -
three principal natural regions. They are a result of many of the
above~nentioned foctors which do everlap and mutually influenco
oach other, Through climate we have certain kind of weil and type
of vegotation coverage, and tepography, which partly affocted hy



- 16 -

both ef the latier fanctors is moat dependent on the erosion and
deposition, which in turn are a result of other ;hysical forces
including climate. Climate itseli is centrolle: uainly by the

~

geographical latitude as well as the distsnce from neurest large

body of water, and altitudo.l

The natural zones form belts running in the ec:t-v-ot
direction, more or less longitudinally (es contrasted with the
predominant northesouth direetion in the liew World), across the
Eurasiatic continent., The Zirat of these, the tundra, is least
hospitable and uninviting; it is, in addition, wvery little
productive. The tundra offers limited possibilities, lichens
being the sole fodder, to man and his domestic animals. There oarc
hardly any trees found in this zone, the vegetation being limited
to small floveras, lichens and feeble brush. The tundra horders
on the irctic Ocean almost all along its extent in yhe northerir-

most .urasia.

The zone of the lichem iorest forms a transition from
the tundra towvards the boreal coniierous forest., [t is a zone

frequently used by migrations in the past, permitting a given prou:

1

" and . Lam, Fditers,
shan, Vol. I, Trzaska, Uvert i “Hchalssi,



t0 utiline both zones with ndvantago.l In broader elassification

this sene may be grouped with the taiga.

The next mene, situated south of the tundra, is the zone
of the nerthern ceniferous forest. In southern Siberia the cver-
greens meet the steppe without a belt of mixed and deciduous
forests, dominant in Purope's central core, aseuth of the
Seandinavian coniferous region. Leciduous and mixed foresta csave
way largely to farmlands in Centrzl Purepce, while the taiga, heing
a more primeaval type of forest, is penetrated by open, cultivated
land only graduwally in northern and north-eastern Durope and in
Asia. Trees offer timber and weed, provide natural wind shelter,
bark, the underbrusii is rich im mushreoernis and berries, and the
zone is rieh in fedder, and fauna is plentiful. The taiga alone
oocupics porhaps what is the largest streieh ef land in perthern

Eurasia.

Between tho forest and the steppe ie a mixed re ien of
trees growing in greves, while the counditiens appear very prairic-
1ike, It is parkland; it ean be ineluded either with the tcigae or
with the steppe. Irrespectively of any classi:ilocation adopted for

this transitienal zone, the parlland, similarly te the lichen

1,

Ta *Q; mxrocee&ings"
A,geu, y - * Congr&uu, Ivternational Goographicul Unien,
Yashingteon, 1962, p. 85¢,
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wondland, is a favorite route of migrations, giving tho nomads and
wvanderers access to beth the taige and the steppe. The ussian,
Ukrainian and Kezak colonial expansion, comgquest and settlement

i{n Siberia proseeded aleng the parkland.

"Whatever region is inhahited by the
s¥ibe, the pepulatien tries to find withiu it
the best posaible conditione for lifc - close
to game, fish, and water and sheltered as wmuch
as possidle from wind. Valleys of rivers and
streans, feethills of mouniains and platesus,
and limitas of natural zones attract nigrating
population".l

further to tho south we have a zone of steppes. It is
important to differentiate in this place between the two of its
subdivisions, Short grass steppe being lecated further teo the
south has very little to offor, perticularly during the summers.
The grass there ie burnt out by the intensive heat and prolonged
oxposure to the sun. The long gross steppe, on the other hand,
is green all year round - eoxeept for the months with snow cover,

this being a cold steppe, tlicrefore it does occur - is an

1bid,
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enor=sous natural pasture. This zone strotehes from the lannonian
Plain, the Ukraine, Kesakia, Nerth Cauncasia, Greater Turkestan,
Groater domgolia, lianchuria; from Central Burope across Acia to
the Pacific Ocean. In its western, Eurepean parts, the steppe
has been largely couverted to eultivated land. It is a very well
prensunced sone, and is approaehing the sise - and cortainly has

played a greater rols in history - of the taiaa.l

Seuth of the agteppic zonc therec are extensive desecrts
and semi-deserts, blending gradaally with the short grass prairie.
sxecept for the lakes' banks and river valleys the desert is a bad
sone for human habitatien. Nevertheleas, men of the stoppes cenc
erossing the desert or visiting ocses, and than, utilige the limited
vegetation ~ in time of nced - the desert is able toc efter them

and their beasts.

Both the steppes and the dese¢rts are long atretc.es of
land. Contrary to the forcsts, the ope: land affords frec wmovoment
for those who want to talke advantage, for irade, wvar er celoniza-

tion,

lRaviland, u. D., Porcst, Stepps and Tunire, Gecbridge, 1026,


http://0troteb.ee
http://streted.es

This ideal symmetry of the arrangement of nstural
gones in Turasia is upset by the exisience ol high mountain
ranges. Those ranges are situated in Turkestan, Mongolia, and
eastern sSiberia. The mounteins of rurope arc of lesser
importaneée for our siudy. Un the southern periphery of our
region, however, we discover extremely uigh altitudes,
particularly in thr Cpucasns, and the Iramian .nu Tibetan
Tlsteaus. The conventional limit segarating lurepe irom

3iberia follows the Ural !‘ountaine, from north to south.

In the mountains we can find many of the above-
mentioned vegetation zones in vertical situation, The pastures
and meadows above the forest zone in the mountains provide
fodder during the summer, while volleys are usually usable
fer the same purpose in winter months. This ideal bclance
permitted growth of nomadic states in antiguity sand the iddle
Ages, and when the conditions worsened, they exploded with

numerous migrwtiona.l

lAhrons, ey t en und .andsghaft, ilamburp, 1987.

de La Blache, Vidal, Les eonditieng geographique odoux,
"Annales de Geographie"”, Vel. 11, 2, Paris.

de La Dlache, Vidal, Les genres de 1a vie daus 1ls peosraphie

humaine, "Annzles de Geopraphie”, 7nris, Vel. 20, 1511,
Yebvre, L., & Geogrophicsl introdugtion to lUistery, Londom, 19UL.

forde, C. V., ¥Yalues in lupsan Geoxprephy, "'ecography®, Vol, 13,
Geographical Association, Manchester, 1311,
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The Angara Shield to the west and orogenic forces
to the east heve sheltered the heart of Yakutia - the Lena
Basin - from harsh climatic conditions, thus creatin: a

situation favourable to a ¢old northern steppe.l

1Zaboraki, Bogdan, U.8,8,0,, in imble, %. L. %., and Lorothy
Good, “ditors, Geographvef the Northlanus, ‘mericam Geographisal
Society and John wflay, New York, 1085, pp. 445-450, Chajters

22-26 .



COATTON IV

GLOCQALMNIZAL RUUCIGND

L.egional approach.-

negionalization.

A geographer, when undertaking a research project, first
thing will attempt te appreach the problem regionally. In the
chapter on environment most aspects pertaining to vegetation zones
were discuszsed; now will come only a brief .ddition of the

physiegraphie aspects of regions.

In Northern and Eastern ZFurope there are two ancient
shieldw, knowrn as tennoscandian and Last uropean, respectively.
between the two there is a belt of lowlands with ‘uarternary
evidence of glaciation. The ‘'rals sepur.te two lowlund areas, oune
that of ..asterm Lurope, the other the Ob Jasin, a rather marshy

country of eatern Siberia. Further to the east there is Angara

- 22
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Shield in Central Siberia. In between the Angare Shield and iast
Siberian highlends there ia the Lena !iasin and ¥alley. To the east
lies the East Siberium archipelage and Kamchatka P'eninsula, the
former composed of Sahalin, Yezw and the Luriles; to the east of
the peninaula there are Womandorske Tslands. rinally in the

Arctic (cean there are the islands of the Aretic .rchipelage, and

the cold, uninhabited Taymyr [eninsula,.

In the Turkestan lasin arc deserts and stejres, sejara-
ted from the Gobi Basin further to the erat by “entral Asian
mountain rangzes, blending intoc the !fongolien mountains and Trans-
Baykalia. The Caucesus, Irapian and Tibeten I'lateaus and the nerih
Chinesc mountains form the southern limits of eur regional interest,
Esrean Feninzule and the Manchurian Basin are zouth-esstern exten-
afone of the 'ast Siberian ranges and the Amur lowland. All in all
it i3 the desert country in the basins of “entral Asia that mark
the conventional, and geographical limit between southern and nor-

thern Burasia,



CEBAIT::, V
SAY O LIS

Teindeer breeders.-
FToroet foll.- :mtoralists,.-

Jarmers,

The subarctie tundra and northera-niost teiza are
inhabited by a poople vhose occupatibn is aouadic herding, and
breeding of the semi-domesticated reindeor. This animel is a blesaing
to native population of those unhospitablo northern regiona, The
natives threughout this zone of Eurasia use reindeer as & pulling
foree for their sledges, s burden animals fer their goeds,
including tents, as animals umed to rides on rathcer leu;thy trips,
and, what is more imrortant, the animsl serves to satiasfy other

economic needs of the population.llt ives nilk, neat, its hair

lForde. Lo Jay ligbitat, lLcenemy and Secicty, 'cthuan, loendom, 1043,

pPp. oG-368.

Leufer, B.,{%&g_g%ig%gg§_pnﬂ its omesticption, " cneirs',
Ameriean Anthropelogical Assoeintion, 'z, 4, 1017,

ﬂttt, Go, Rotes ) ¥
American .\n hrogolomieal Apuoeciation, 19

14 ' Tezr0irs' , lTio. G,
9.
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is woven, and hides are employed both as clething, for lining tents
and for leatherwork. The Tungusz, in addition, ride their animals,
while other nexrthern natiemulities refrain frem this,except forx
ehildren.!

Depending on the season, the jcoples of the subarctic
aigrate. iJuring the sumner they move with all their property
northwards, to the tundra, whieh during that season being rieh
in fedder fer their atesak, mskes the life reasonable. In winter
thay ge with their reindeer to seck a refuge in the taiga, where
the animals arc able to find some Lood under the snow, and whore
the trees form a formidahle slieltar against breath taking winds

of the nerthern open spages.

The reindeer survive very woll in their wild state
and are net fully domesticated when captured. The wild ones at
times join the demestie hLerd, while some of the domestic animals
sscape Iregquently to jein the wild animals, which are passing

a
”“"c“

ll‘utd.. P, eit.y p. 350.
Zaberski, Antropogcograufig, op. eit., pp. 00-97.
2Sireliuu, Ue Toy Y




This way of 1life predeminatez among the Lappa of
Fennosenndia, save for thowe whe adppted a settled eccenecmy (Fig. 2),
the Samoyeds in nerthern Ural Mountains arnd in the 0h wvalley,
among the nerthern greups ef the Tunguz and Yalut nations ef Central
Siberis, finally ameng the Yukegirs, Chukelhes and Keryelks of Beatcrn
part of the land.!

Deep in the ferest zono dwell the Finns, between the
Baltic, White B8ea and the Puropean Great Lakes rogieon, inelunding
enstern Pennoseandia, Lastonia and Idel-Ural or the l'iddle Volgal:ig,
and the steppe to the south, the Ural range to the east. Uther
forest people are the southern Sameyeds, the Xets on the Yenisey,
the Ugric people of the western marshlands of Siborim, the
southern Tunguz, Yakut and some of the Falecasians, of the sastarn

The ldel-Ural peoples, except for the iemi, live in a
zone with considerable admixture of deeicdueus treas, teday arc

civilived tillers of the seil, formerly wers pwecoceupied with

lJoahallon, The Leryalk, op. cit., Tart 2, 19035,



varieus peeuliarly ferest oeocupadions togother with the taiga
dwellers. The forest people are predominantly huntors and tranpers
since remote antiquity. They were nomads or semi-nomadis roving
frem arca to area following the game., Other forest occupations,
requiring less nomadisnm, are tending wild bees, inland fishing,
cathering o. foeod. Collectivizatien and 'ussian oxpleitation of
native econemy - tsarist at first, Communist now - changed the
organisation ¢f work and tochnique, but affeeted but little

loeal economien and habitations in the northern-most areas of the

0ld Werld.

The inhabitants of north-eastern Sihcria, the Jslines,
the Chuliches, the Aleuts, the Koryaks and the Ytelmens are largely
fishormen and land-snd-ses hunters. The other Faleocasians, inclu-
ding the Ainos of the Japamese-held island of Hokkaidel are
fishers.

The peoeples of the steppe, the Turlic ond !ongolic
nations arec neumadic pastorslists - exclusive of tle settled,

urban pepulatiens in their asutenomsus republies. They praetice

! Hekkaido, Its Face and Heart, n.d.




transhuwuanee in the mountain valloys, migrate elsowhore iIrem
pasture %o pasture. They inhabi$ the Turkestum und llongelian
atoppes, aud the steppic way oi life is charactoriastio alse of
uertiern Irsmian Plateau, seuth-eastern Causasus, the laslmuk lond

in Nexrth Caucasia, and -~ the Lena Dasin of Yakutia.

sopopite that large part of the atoppie way of life
penectrated aldo iute the intervening mountuins, particularly to
uerth l.ongelisn, central Turicatani, and ..cut-lierth Yurlie louds
of che UB:iily, it rarely crossed tie heuundary o! the forest zons,

This wey of life seems peculiarly fit for dry regions.

yinally, the Slavs, Lbhe Balte and the :seandinnavians
lead tarning economy téday. Thekr Indeeuropsan cucestors were
simple gatherers at the shores of the Daltic and .iorth Jeas
during the lleselithie Agel alongside the sucestoers oi other

Indoeuropesans who still lived togethey in their norihern cradle.

IBurnatt. Lineoln, {g&zagggig_ggu_ggig§¥ En;g of Man, rart 11X,
"Lifa”, No., 9, Vel. y 27 Februury, 980,

Rajewsii, Z., ed., i'olakl, | wnstwowe
Zakfady Wydawnietw S8zkolnych, 057, pp. 116-117.

Sulimirski, T., Polsks przedbistoryegne, art I, folsld
Universytet na Obezyznio, London, 1950.

"urmaw,
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After the onsot of the farming and herding idess frou tho Bunulian
regiens to the south, and after the disporsal of .ho adosurepcans
across Europe, only the Nkerthern group romained, i.at is the
ancestors of the Balts, Slavas and the Voutons, in their former
settlements.l The latter dwelled in ‘candinavi., while the Balte-
Slavs lived onm the southern and eastern shores of the altie,
right down to the southern mountains.2 doth groupa bdecame farmers,
but the Teutons - coming from a less faveurable vnviremmont -

-
resorted often to wanderingu.d

Intengive study of foruer setllement uhovs sradual
replacenent ol forest by till open agacea.4 The studies of

former cettlement, farming ard open spaces (Tig. I) are dome

for the western .art ol our area of study oaly.s irom bLhe resalts

lJazdxcwuki, Kenrad,
Acte Irashistorica Univers odziensie, sy Socictas

_Seientiarun Lodsiensis, Lodz, 1040,

“‘uIOWQki' T.s
Vol 2 (biling

{ on meps), Polakie Lowarayutwo Ludoznawe .,

Lublin-Krakow, 1948,

zﬁbatrzowaki, Jes Lem Origines de la eivilimation nolonaise,
Presse Universitaire, I'aris,
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we can see that while Seandinavia remgined semi-sedentary and
periodiecally sending avay waves of mi;rants to the richer, more
southerly regions, the ciamountaineous re;ion of “vatral ZJurope
waa preoccupied with entirely sedentary forming ccononmy and

domestic breeding of livastockal

On the basis of detailed fieldwork it is poasible to
differentinte between the primeaval forest und a long-settled
region.2 such paleogeographic studies for the remsining seetions

of northern Eurasia are urgently needed,

1Seh1uter, 0.
2rubgel PS4
Bamburg—Fra-

“anoraki, B.,
op., oit., pp.

Potkanski, x-o. 2%

Graduann. Rey MMWW K pichs
¥urttemberg, in Feysehunsen z. deutsehen Landeu- u, Volkslunde,
Vel, ":‘XI, P 78,

16 Ootober 1816, p. 12.



CHAITER VI

SOCIAL  OuGANI._ATION

Families and bands in tundra and
taiga.~ Tridbes on the ateppe.-
Matriarehate.~ Patrisrchate.-

6lan system.- Complex organizatien.

The hunters and reindeer breeders of the northlaonds
have teo depend on limited resources of the region and therefore,
are obliged to lead s xnemadic lite.l Their family - often extended
= being the amallest unit of social organisatien. 3easonally,
for colebratiens of religious nature, or to celebrate aome
preminent event in the life cysle, aeveral family units would
neet, thus shewing thair band - a broader unit - affilietion.
Though they may speak the same language and have some imnterceurse
with neighbeuring bands, yet hardly ever - on aecount of harsh
natural, end what followvs, ceonomic conditions - there would be

any larger assesiation than the band.

lﬂylen, Je L.y Nemadism, Boyol Anthropological I:stitutc of
Great Britain and Ireland, Londion, (1933).
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Somewhat similar situstion occures or the eteppe. The
animels have to be scattered over wide aread for p.sture, forbidding
accumulations of too many families and their grazing cattle,
camels and yaks in one area, The steppic pastoralism, Lowover
rich in drawbacks, permits movement over large regions, and a
bread intercourse with the neighbours, sometimes gquite diastant
ones, and ocreates foundations for atrong tridal political u.cits,
This was the origin of meddaeval strong states of the Iuns,

Avars, the 014 Bulgars, the lagzars, [fungarians, iieehynzs,

Eipehaks, Tatars, Mongols and 'rurkn.l

The fishers of the eastern peortions oi Siberia ~ and
here we inelude also NNekkaido because of the Ainu pepulation
attashed culturally, ethnically, racially and linguistiezlly
te other natiens ef ezstern Siberia - are more or luss scdentary.
They dwell in smsall villages, and are organized in amall
associations of a number of families fishing in one neighbourhood

or tridal area.

lnarnnntnki. B., Napjagdy Iudow Stepewyeh, Czytelnik, XKatowiee,
1947,
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The farmers of the weasd, on the other hand, Luve
ereated atreng end large states as a reault of union betwee: several
tribes. Farming has provided the tillers of the soil wiih 1lenty
of leisure which they could afiord to devote to arts, religion,
and pelitieal pursuits of a complex nature. Thus arosc many
Central and Northern Eurepean states of today. Formerly clon
units, federated in tridbes, amd thesec for cconemic and popitical
reasons under an elder, then a duke, seeked broader union with
a respectable monarch as a leader. All that development has
taken plage in the Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze and Iren arcs,
permitting srowth of large civilizations in that part of the

warld,

The first farmers and herders in Central burepe,
affiliated with the Uamubian Culture, archaeologicslly speal"ing,
had a matriarchal setup. The extendod family wee mmlod by &
woran, and the e¢lans wvere counted ou the mother's aside. Thias
waa reveraed wien herding became more preminent, and the
Indecuropean custem of the father being an elder bLegan e
predominate. ratriarchate is alsec found anong the sieppic people.
The elan asystem, whether natriarchal eor patriarcihal, becume ile

foundation for later cemplex civiliuationu.l

1!@j@wmki, ops ¢ibe,
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CILAOTHE I

DENSITY OF POPULATIUN

Sparcely populated north.-

Sparee pepulatien in the arid

south.- Densely populsted
farmlands.

The entire nerthlands of the contiment ore rathor
sparcely populated. The average is less than onc perso:. ;+r sguare
kilometer. This density is not true for the river valleys, where
it may be ur te ten rereone per square hkilometer., Oac sueh arca
with a prominent density is the Lena valley in the Yalutiau

Eepublic; some 300 000 people dwell there.

“orthermaost parts of Taimyr peninsul. and the vorikern
island arehipelagoes are not inrhubited at all. These ere true
bharzen lands vituout vegetetion and therefore without posasibilitiea

of reindeer herding, and eonsequently, arc deveiu of populatioen,

The steppes are mere populated than the regious te the

south and north and south. This accounts up to tienty-five

- 34 -
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or for similar mumbder ef persons per kilometer. 0f course, this

is largely due te European settlement.

In Parope the density is awazing, vising over oue
hundred peraons per square kilometor except in mpuntai.cous

and peripheral areas of Northern and Eastern Europu.l

gakiy atlas, Glabnoe upravlenie geodezii i kaxtegrafii
Mo‘caw’ 196449 pe 135,

JBOLRAL G
MVD 88S8R,



CIL It VINX

TYPOLOGY 5 4 L TUaD o onn

Typolegy ae a ~thod and its
aprlieation.- The static vs,
the dyuamle: the lormiat,
structural arcd generie approacles.-
Typelegical criteris.- llistorigal
reeonstruction: :lirect hiatoricul
and induetive techniyues.-
Seriantien.

It 15 dif: ienlt, but - of courue- pessible, t¢ est..iligh
2 hounse type out of the multitude ef dwelli:i~. we (o crcounter
in ecur part of the world. Beinr lecsille - thoun i, oo wo noved,
pot eo..8y - ae matter of fact not easy at vll -~ does not necesesarily
nean it will be done; 1t will, neverthelesus, he attomrted, and

that « right here.
Typology is a vory dilficult Jlasci live &o use, still
harder to master, It requires a rather subtle approach te tuc

matter of study, to the objests being atudied themaelves,

There sre certain sehools of thou ht which preler to


http://es.t-.Mish

compare the objests under study on tho yrounds of appe .rance rlone,
and to group them in classes meewin;ly alike. Thi:z superiiedial
approach to typelogy is fallacious .s it is assumin: that the
phenomens under study arc siatioc. It is orrexc.ns .ethodolo.y,
s8inec ¢henLges ,0 on coatimuwou.iy, Juildipg u their hypoviesis founded
on this methedologically imcerresct axiom, the resulis urc
completely misleading: an exajgg cration of a rrong a, proach.
Lﬁe!hlllalah}, for exomple, when studyiag di_creal of sottloments
in Zurepe, applied thim methed, Je relied on a Jistanee, e.g., of
100 meters, that separated the Lomestesds. If the distance betwoen
ther was smaller - he classified the settlement as an agglomerated
one, while if it was more thans mere 107 :i-ters -~ the settlement
recaived a name of a scattered one. The mothod igunored all

physical and humzan aspects of settlemaats.

Students, applying this superficial thinking in typelegy
to human dwellingzs assuue all reotangul-r houses, for example,

to belong to one clase typolegically spesking, onc type, ignoring

1
Demangesn, Alfred, Dispersion des villages, in Compte-Rendu du
Congres International de Geographie a Varsovie, Warsaw, 1934,
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ignoring structural -~ and what is of utmest importaunce - generic
aspects of the type. By consideratien of form nlone they commit
great ovorsimplificstion, moaningless - if not misre.resenting -

depiction of the real picture.

In northern Furasia a classical example of such a
typolegical distoertion is a confuaion of tke - seemingly alike -yet
ddsaimilar oft-celebrated houses: a log yurta (Figpate 12, p. 94)

) and & balagan(Fi@hate 9, p. 83). )

The other school of typeleogy, unlike the fermist
approach, while evaluating the form at itz foce value considers
primarily the strueture and the geneais of a typed subjeot.1
The latter aspeet, espeeially, permits historical reconstruction:
how did s type grow and evolved. It is o dynamic approceh, deep~
reaching for the correet answer., This dyunemic approach has been followed
in our search for establishment of itypes o nomadic dwellings

« and their distribution in the uorthlands of ihe 1. Werl.l,

lzaboraki, 0 ksztaltach wg FoLlRe xroymi
op. cit, Geometric forms p'ay o pinor role in
it is the phyaico~ and human geographic correlationa that
are prominent; siructural and generic approach i: adopted.




In every typologic:l study there are cortain criteria
on the basés of whieh a typologieal survey is voried out. There
are twe goneral groups of these: doseriptive and analytical.
The former is compesed of the formul and struetural, while the
latder considers the genewric aspect. For our purpeses these

eriteria will leok in the following manner:

I. Descriptive.

1. Formal.
a. Shape;
». Colour, if significant;
c. General appearance.

2. Strustural,
a. The way of building;
b. Flemcnts;
e, Material used.
I1. Analytiecal.
1, Generic.
, Origin and adaptation to physico-geographical
situatien.
A, Native to the emavirommcnt aud group
B. Borrowed from the autochtonsg
C. Brought frowm the 0ld habitaet;
P, Adepted from the invaders;
B, Otherwise diffused.
b. Ryeosence or absence of clements or tralts.
A. Traits added or lest;
B. Underposed and superivossd draito;
CJoArchaie treits and survivel.s
D. Evelved from a prototype.

a
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In this study we sre employing thes c:iteria in our
examination of the present day series of dwellings c¢f the nortl

Turasiatic nomadic natiens.

In order te obtain in our survey alasc the temporgl
dimensgion - in addition te that of spacial distribution - so
iaportant fer our genetic study, and cseential for chronolegy,
we cun follow two ways of obtairning it. The techrigues are
complementary, and both can be uvred simult..cously for [reatost
precision. Tireet histerical approach, used succossfully by
the archaeologistsl, degpite cr1ticisms found its appliecstie.
ir. the study of ccramicss ol other plistic arts.4 “acNeish
of the National '“useun of Conada nromised a similar stosly on
pipes and projectile pointa;s we lope it will natericlize,
gince his former volume6 - ghoviung its popular appeal - was

}araphrazed‘and published by a sroup of amai~urs.

IWNOiBh, e AIC' ! i ' N i Loy the
tudy ¢f Iroquo u-*rchistony, Yintional “useum of Canada,
Ottava, 082,

Qarpenter, Bdemnd, Review of Maclieish's Iroyuois Jottery Types,
“?onnsylvania Archaeologist”,

I"ml, Co. A 3G . & » “}hllletln",
Yo. 167, Dureau of tmerican Vthnolory, ‘Y~ghirston, 1953,

4prueker, F., La Vent
Art, Fureau of imerican Et

wlorzy, ashingtor, 11352,
ﬁhﬂc?ﬁ.’eilh, G;ie eit., P. 29 footnote.
“Ibtd., p.e.

Imerson, J. fi., Underst ironueis ottery iu ntario,
pHatario Archaeclogical @oeiety, toronto, 1950,
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The direet historiocal technicue tries to comrare the
contemporary forms with the formes as deseribed by the early
explorers and the informatien that is unearthe: iun archacological
investignations. It tries to arrange this infor.cotion in & sequence
sorrect chronologically and typologically. It iu a couplementary
way to the typelogical investigation itself, and a worthy cross-

sheek on the results.

The induetive teehnique for histerical reconstruction
of the asequence of types of dwellings, their development and
geographical distribution follows very closely the eriteria as
defined for the typelogical survey. It may be worth vhile to
explain the terms, particularly in the part essential for any

reconstruction, 1.e., the analytical-genetic catec; ory.

A trait, as used here, means a characteriatic eleoient
or a part of on element which can be distincuished, culturally
speaking. E.§., the way & nomad's tent is oriented - in what
directien; 1if 4t is not significent, the trait ls negative.

A nunber of trita form a complex, c.. ., o hut ia & conplex,

¥hen a trait is suporimposed? I. talkes plrco, vhen another tuiait
takes place of the former, yet the old orn be noticed, c.g.,

a8 leg yurta is the superimposed irait o. itle felt yurta; und re
posed trait is its corollary, the f£-1t yurta in ralation to b

log yurta, the latter being chronolosieally Inter,
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The archoie traits exist when they miec not am up to date
as they eould de, yet they serve certanin praetie-l purpomses, while
a survival is a trait which has ne funetional use at zll, but

remains as a relie of a former setup.

Sunming np, the inferences on vhich the imnductive
method operated are based on plentifel meterinl and detailed
reosearches., It docs - on the bases of progresmive reconstryotion -
present a pgood ploture of formor habhitations and their paleo-
goographicerl enviromment., Unlike the deductions arrived at from
typelogical studics, the induective methol's chiel? tweo axioms

1. Techrnique and erndercss of worluanship;
and 2. The degree of eloboration

may have a pitfell: dageneration, clrenclegically later than
the peried of fine werlkmanship or simple functionul design may
confuse the issue; it is & shance the induetive teclhmiguc takes,
that reconstruetion iroem a dntail?{ha complete ebjoct way not

always be sucocossful.

Now, & brief explanation oen the basis eoif the typologic:l
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methed, seriition. Any typological undertaking is conduncted throush
the examinations of serially arranged objocte of utudy. A series
is a certein given nomber of those objects hoving one or more of
thosc characterigtica in common: location in cuc cogr.phical
region, belonging to a given ethnie group, contemporaneity,
development from earliecr to later forms, origin, form; or, when
none of those characteristiocas is satisfied, ther it is an
accidental serieas. wrlien tho specimeons sre taken % the sarling
method, it is a random nmeriea. ' atatistical ~eorica oceurs when
given ratios of types are growped tegeiher ir a riven context,
€. E.y & series of house types among the Paleopsidns « 111 slow pro-
dominanee of the timber structure (Pige.l9,p 16 ), and the rest
composed by the palafitcs (Plpghe 20, p- 119 % and pit houses
(Plagke 18 p. 11O ),

Thus e typoloiical series is u device whicl helps in
the analysis, clussification and reconsiruction of former
distribution of delineated types. Thus, in additi~n to the sbeve-
mentioned, we may have a regionzl, ethmnic, contempor.ncous,

developmental,- genetic and formal.

A series, whon submiitted fur study iz rouph and

unelegsified, '.hen clasgified, and groupcd in one of the uhove



groups ~ it becomea an arranred sericc.



Chntrs  1IX

ETHNOLINGUISTICS

Arcetic and VYaleo.zian, litaion
and Uralian Yamilics.~ ibheto-
Ciiinese lamily.- Indoeuropean

and sienitie t'amiliecz.

The Lurasiatic northland does net vrevont as com,licased
a picture as many other parts of ihe plobe. “ere, on (he pgrecent
dey distribution of ethnie :roups, and for ithat watter, of colneiding
with them almost completely linguistic familice, we can reconstruct
their migrations and find out locations of their ori_inal e¢:cdles,
and discover whbd dwelled im their preseunt h:bitst belore their
arrival. e are aided in :his lListorical retrec, cetion, of course,
by synthetic information obteiuved from other scieniific uisei;lincs:
ethnology, archaeolo;y, physical :nthropole.y an’ dstory. 1ln .iis
study, however, and in this chupter, we .v> +oing only o chivacter-
ize brietly each oi the ethnoliu:duile famillie: to the needed

extent of our atudy.
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Following the sun in our eastern-most vart of the (¢ld
World nerthlands, in Eaatern SBiberia, we find ithe Yaleocasian
linguistic family. It is not known Lo = hal extent there exi.t
isterrelationships between two grou.s of this family, yet all
evidence points to the faoct that they are forming one very broad
unit of linguistie classifiontion.l The faleoazians are believed 1o
have lived many milleni:. before on a considerably larger territory
of northern Lurasia, than that of today. The scientists believe
that they lived origimally from the Yenisey to the Pacifie Geean,z
and that later migrations from their Siberian centor spread them

even further to the west.

Today in their refuge areas the P'tlecasians cre dividecd
into two groups: northern axd souihern. The former is comjposed of
the Luoravetlans, Xymylans, and Itelmens, the latter of the Nivhs
and the ,inus. The Luoravetlaus are a dynamic peorle, at the time
of the Con,ueat not as numerous, expanding at the coat oi the
6duls, whom they wnseimilate, and tlec fakimos, whom they pushed to
the peripheries. The Luoravetlans occujy mest of the noerthern part

of the peninsular projectiion of Eamtern Siberi,, with accesa to

lﬂilewaki, Tey ops cit., ‘art II, Vol. 1, pp. 47-45, Veol. 2,
Maps 44, 45.

2Czekanoweki, Jey Rasy i ludy, p. 123, in abrowski, &., i, dalecki,

M. Kukiel, and 8. Lam.,&ditors, iilelka Ilistoria ltowszechbna, ol. 1,
trzaska, Evert i Michelski, warsaw, 19305, .p. <0-156,
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East Siberian Sea, Chukohe Sea, Rering 3trait, ‘nadyr Bay and
Bering Sea. The Luoravetlans are known also under the name of

Chukches.

The next are the Nymylans, also known as Xoryaks. They
inhabit northern Kamchatka Feninsula and territories szouth of the
Luoravetlans, from the Shelehov Bay to the Bering Sea. The Itelmens
dwell further to the south in Xamchatka. Once they were called
from the name of the peninsula ¥amchadals. lany of them adopted the
Fasslan language, though preserving their national Itelmen feelings.

Northermmoat Eurile Islands were alsc populated by those people.

Nivhs dwell at the lower Ammr liver and on northern and
ecentral Sahalin Ialand, They were known formerly under the term of
Gilyaks. Their relatives, the .inuam, inhabit the “uriles, 3Sabalin
and Yezo Islands. Despite the defeat of Japan, tie ainus of Yeze -
the islund i3 called by the Japanese Hokkaido - are still left
under the rule of the Japanesc. The fate of the islands occoupied
by the Soviet Union after 1945, and its iinu population, is even
less enjoyable, numerous Hussians being setiled on their land. it
one time the WNivhs and Ainus ivhadbited much larger areas to ithe
west and south, Today, they are simple fiahermen with aretic
culture of great antigmity. And although their asouthernmost areuw
politically belengs to Japan, geographically and ethnically it

is a part of Eastern 8iberia.
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The Arctic linguistic family ivhabits edges of the land
area even further to the eamt from the ialecaniates. It is aub-
divided into the Eskimo, ileut and an extinct Beothuk branchea.l
Most of the members of this family live in :laska, .znaoda, and
Greenland. Nevertheless we have even west of the Intermational Date
Line some of the representatives of the living branches of this
family. The more nortiherly lskimos occupy wrangel Island, eastern
shore of the Chukehe Peninsula, particularly the part facing
westernmost part of mainland Alaska, and Ssint Lawrence Island,
and western coast of the Anadyr BDay. The :leuts, further to the
south, dwell in the Komandorskie Islands, which are part of the
Aleutian chain of islands. It is believed that thiz family had a
better foothold on the mainland some time ago, only gradually te

be pushed out by the Faleoasians, principally the Luoravetlans.

The next linguistic family is the iltaien. It is sub-
divided into three main branches: the itanchurian, ‘‘ongolian, and
Turkic. To the first belong the highly civilized Manchurs, and
the nomadie Evenki, lLveny, Ye idalcy, lanayey, tlchi, Oroki,
Udegejey, Orochi, known collectively as Tunguz. The second branch
includes the liongols, the Burysts, and the !almks. “'iunlly, the

third includes the Turks, the Azerbeydjani, the Tatars, 'azaks,

lﬂabnrski, Jersy, lreliminary lLeport on tbe 1950 archacelogical

Expedition te New Drunswiok, National Museum of Canada, Manuseri,t.
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Kirgiz, Kara~Kalpak, Usbek, Turkmon, Bashkir, chuvash, Altaians,
Tuvinians, Tofalars, llakas, Shercy, Yakuts, and the Dolgans. The
latter two form the eecstern group of the Turkic peoples, the five
nations before them - the Central Turkic group, the two preceiding
nations on the middle Volga and in the Urals are kmown as the Idel-
Ural group, the five before are Turkestani, while the rest are

West Turkie group. The Tatars are situated in the Idel-Ural gnd
weatern Siberia. The Crimcan Turks or Tatars, the iurks of fsis
liinor, The Caucasus and Tekestan are civilized, except for the
pastoralist classes of their nations. The Idel-Ural nations ure
settled as well. ind in the other countries to the eanst, only

cities and towns have a settled populrticn, cthervime mojority ef
the people are roaming herders and breedlers. some sciemtists include
among the Altaians also the highly civilized Yorean nation, inha-
biting ir addition to ithe peninsula also southern parts of kanchuria

and the vicinity of Vlesdivostok.

The ¥anchurian branch of {the Altaian amily appears te be
most widely spread in the world, the Tunguz living from heyond the
Yenisey in the west to the Facific Ocean. The ltengoliups inhubit
Mongolian fepublic, Puryat Hepublic, the former lalmuk irejpublic
north of Caucasug, and the Mongolian avtonomous regions of ‘lan-
churia and China up $o the Liaotung Bay on the Yellew Sea, and
the northern edges of the Tibetan Plateau., Thus, the Aliesiena

dwell from the Meditorranean to the Pacifie - the longesi unbreken
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distribution from anat to weat, evecept tho Indoeiropecus.

The Uralien ‘amily la represented in the cast by the
Uduls, known also as Yukagirs and Chuvaney, whe are of I'alcousian
origins, but were Uralized before 2000 B.G.l Whe vduls are not
very numerous, loosing to the Lakut aund Luweravetlan, s well as
Tunguz influences. They inhabii the sheres of the irctic ficcan eon
the lower Yena, Incygirka and ilasey» rivers, and in the buains of
Kolyma and Jmolon rivexs. This process of shriunking of the 0Odul
territory begun already in the Loloniul lcriod.z lency, ganasany,
and Selkups are known under s general term of samoyeds. They dwell
in the arctic western Siberia from Taymyr leninsula to Kanin {enin-
sula west o0f the Urals. Some “amoyeds are found even i» hrela renin-
sula and in rbe “ovaya .emlya archipelage. Ir general they predo-
minate in the Ub basin, from Jenisey :.iver to the '‘ral Yountaiss.
The Ugrians, Hante and Mansy, live on the middle b and in the Urals
and their kinsmen, the ilungarians, departed some ten centuries ago
to their present habitat. The other Urelians, almoat entirely live
in Lurepe. The !innic nations are ihe iollowing - although all are

civilized and settled:-Bikomi of iinnland, »arelisms of the Larelimn

lﬁoatrzewaki, Jozef, ¥radzicle iolski, tsiejornia .kademickas,
Poznan, 1949, p. 45-48,
aﬂ.ilewslﬂ, 0D, eitl’ Pe 2060.

Zaborski, Bogdan, Gesgraphical iapecta of Migrations...., op. citi,.,
pp. 5565-656.
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Lspublie, Estonians, Udmurt and Muri and Mordovians of Middle
Volga and the Komi north of them. There are also a pumber of much
smaller nations belonging to this femily, but are ontirely
unimportant from the point of view of this study. Finally there
are the Lapps living in the nerth of the Fennoscandinn Shield.
Foruerly they spoke one of the Samoyedic lansuages, today they

adopted a Finnic one, called Lapp.

Tibeto-Chinese family in Siberia is represented hy

the keta dwelling on the middle and upper Yenisey.

finally, the Indeoenropean setilement since the Coloniil
:eriod takes place throughout the territery, but mainly on the
blaeck soils of Southern Biberia, right to the :aecific. The settlers
are Slave of Russian, Ukrainian, Kozak, iolish, Byeloruthenion and
Novgorodian anceatry. They are all settled people, mainly farmere
or urban population. Other Indeeuropeans, dwell iu their cradle
west of the described populations, in Cemtral Europe, and in the
Hepublic of Tadjikistan in the lamirs. liere, part of the people

are nomads.

House types are frequently conunected with cerdain
ethno-linguistic groups, whose distribution undeubtedly uffects
that of the dwellings. Therefore it was worth vhile to et o briefl

e

knowledge of the ethnolinguiatics of northern parts of ithe (14

World.



CHAPTER X

THE PHOTOHOUSE

Upper Faleolithic sites.-
Meaning of protehouses.

There are two Magdalenion aettlements known in this part
of the world containing remains of encient dwellings. One of them

is in Buret on the Angare River, the other's name is Malta.

There were four houses discovered on the ingara. Frem
each a corridor-entranceway faced the river. A shallow pit was
found, rectangularish in shape, lined with flat slabs of limestone
and mammoth Hone used as poste, about a dozen of thom, on whiech
rested the roof and leaned the walls. The roof rem.ined prrctically
intact after its collapse to the interior of the dwelling. It
formed a network of crossed reindeer antlers resting on 2 conic
skeleton of gently bent poles. when the antlers were fastened to the
poles and the poles were joined at the apex, the whole structure
was covered with leaves, branches, sod and earth for yrotection

against colds. There was no centrul supyportin posi, yet moiamoth

- B2 -
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tusks and leg bones served as supports, additional Lo the limeslone
slabs st the base. Those bonew were set each between two l.rge =labe
of limestone for strength. The poles, in addition, rested on the
slabs, the latter being placed in holes in the pit floer w:d were
leaning against the walls of the pit. They were a little bit !<igher
than the earth surface, thus fagilitated attachment of the roof

peles to themselves.

The house was spucious. It probably had a smoke hole at
the crest.s The piv itself resembled a rectangle with roundeu
corners with an entrance way nrojected on one of the narrower
sitcs of the dwelling area, {.cing the river. Trucos of a hearth
vore ciscovered inside the hnt.1 Similar sites vit! duvellings were
discovered at the well known Afontova Gora and other locclities.,
They vere ruite numerous towards the end of the Upper 'aleeclithic,

that is somc 10 600 .U,

It is most interesting to kunow that this ptotohouse
of Siberia is ancesatral both to the tents as well as to the subtler-
ranean dwellings. The tents evolved on the ground frowm the roof
structure nlone of this protohouse while a pit-house ;reservel

also the exenvation.

lLevin, . €., and . P, Potapov, Uditors, . arcdy sibivi, o,.. cii.,
PPe 2420,
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CHAPTER XI
TRE MESOLITHIC CHUM

Swiderian shalases.~ The

laponoid reindeer hunters.-

Comd Culture tents.-
Climatic changes.

8inee the Meseolithic we ean find archaeological remains

of the reindeer hunters, approaching Europe from Asia's plains,
This culture ef the nomads, kmown in archacology as the Swiderian
Culture, had a cireular in crosa-section, cenical tent. It is more
prebable that it was a shalas rather than yurta, In this szone

as the deminsnt type of dwelling the fermer predeminates. The
shalas is a tent which rests on a skeleton of poles, all
meoting at the very crest, with skin wover, or furs, or other
proteetion frem rain and cold, But this time, the age of the rein-
deer humters, it was more likely to be somc sert of hide rather
than bark. This type of a shalas is known under the name of a
¢ h u . ‘he Mesolithic ohun is ancestral to all other forms ef
shalases, a8 it is the first known from the archaeological recor:,

as well as sirusturally fills the reguirements.
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Anthropolegically, the peeple with 3wideriam Culture were
laponeids, whieh conneats them with the present day's populatien of
predominantly laponoid race among the Lepps and the Sameyeda, both
of the Uralie linguistic family. Increased actividsy of this group
is seen also in Siheriay; where theae reindeer hunters intreducse
the cbum througheut the taiga. Theae conic¢al tents were mot as warm
as the formerly kmewn subterranean house, and ware far better
adapted to the shanging elimatis eomditions, soen spproaching the
eptimum., Only en eastera pervipheries of the land the former pit-
house dwellings remained among the Paleocasiates, while the rest of
the land becams a domain of the chum of the lapenoids of Swiderian

effiliations.

Pat, even vith the onsel ef the Neolithiec, and ithe emer-
gence of amother Uralic grewp, the Ugre-Finns, the sbalas remained
te be the sele primcipal type of habitation, Thie ethmic group ean
be distinguished by the archasolegistis under the name of the Conmd
Cultore. It was named after n charasteristic design oan their
seramic wares. This group spread westward to the Laba Miver, though
in a scattered manner, pushing the former wave of inhubitants to
the northe-western peripheries, mainly Lapland, where they live till
todoy, and the region north of the Urals, in hoth the isiatic as

well as European paris,
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The Ugro-Finniec peeple introduced with them their conical
shalases, as indicated by the archaecologiczl evidence in the form
of eiroular outlines on the greund. They moved also to the east, to
reach the Bering Strait by approximately 2160 5. G.l On their way
they assimilated the Oduls, a formerly Yaleoasiah nation, introdu-
¢ing mumerous Uralic charasteristics to the Odul speech, It is
also interesting that the Lappe, whe peeserved their culturzl and
physioal distinetness, adepted also an Ugre~fimmic tongue. Their

former speceh was prebably akim to the ‘amoyedic.

Before we will come to deseribe other types of shalases,
it is werth while to deseribe the presented evidence of their
Mesolithie and Neolithic predecessors. The habitations of the above
mentioned type were discovered near the town of :omin in central
Poland aftey the World ¥ar II, on the dunea. In the village of
Janialawice to the east of the former fimd, a burial was unearthed,
the first knewn of this oulture, indicating laponoid race of the
body interred. The Swideriam hunter buried there was dated to be

abeut 8000 yegrs old.>

Assording to Szafer’ the formerly cold Baltic “ea became

lgostrueweki, Pradsieie Polski, ep. oit., p. 46.

aﬁhﬂid‘@ﬂ&k&; Maria, fxeh Jultury tardepoa: '
emosci Arch oy e Vol. XW, 4

powiat Skiermiewiee, "Wind
Sygagors Vindyelov, Lerye og
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an i{nterland lake in approaximately 0800 B.C. The climete was warming
up, and the large Pleistocene fauna died out. .%e change ‘rom the
salt Baltic Sea Yoldia, to the fresh water lnke .ncylus, whieh lasted
$111 approximately t111 5000 %.C., and thun to Litorina - anetler
salt water sea lasting wtil C2000R.C., corresponds wore or less te
the Mesolithic Period whiech the erehrcologists rve diiferentiated

ir northern Fureasia. Dere, the Mesolithic begun some 106000 years B.{.
and lasted for six thousand years, ending in 4000 B,C, After the
warming uwp and the disep;earance of the countinental glaclier and

death of the mammals so typical for the ice age, man had to change
his way of life. Fe had to hunt lesser animals now, which msant the
faeod was less plentiful and thet more nomadic life was te be followed.
In searech of food, following the reindeer herds came the Swiderians
from Asia. The aubterranean house was no more of value, and the

shalas became a dominant type of hahitation.

In the Ancylus period climate was dry with warmer summer
than that of today in that part of the world. Mountrins and foot-
hills were covered with pine and haszel, while on the plains of
Nerthern .urope there was ric!: parkland. ‘uring the Litorina
climadic perioi! it was the optimam. Climatz became humid, the oak
foerest y rew in the plains aleng with linden and lornbeams. The
forest limit was mueh higher in tLe mountaine thun todny. Tn ihe
lowlands there were many marshes and lakes surroundered with hnzel

bush. ‘bs peoples of that time liked te camp on surny Jducves ansd
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othar dry spots. When during Yoldia reindeer begins to miyr.te north-
wards, gathering became ap important industry. ‘he final disappea-
rance of the reindeer caused the remnants of the Svideriums to

follow it te Fennoscandia, the lower ub and Yenisey basins, while

the rest vere assimilated by the  leolithic inhabitants of llorthern

snd Central turepe.

The .gro*l'innid Cowb {ulture left somc 260 archaeological
sites with traces of shalases in camps scattered throughout reland
alone.1 Their westward expansion from Siberia begun in the third
millenium R.C,, to reach northern Central Furope by the decoud balf
of that nillenium. although nomads, they had to otay i. their ceamps
for some time, othorwise it would not pay to make cecramics, mostly
a8 containers, adopted froem the lamubians of the aouth Lurepean
affiliations. This culture has displaced in certain parts o the
eastern Baltic sheres the former Indoeuropean setilement, peopléing
those shores with the Uralians of the Finnic stock, lu north
Central FPurope this jopulztion merged wiih ihe representatives of

the Danublan and Indoeuro;ean cultures.

Iﬁaéewgki, Zey Editor, Archeol
Ps 108,

Eostrzewakl, Pradgleje Polski, op. cit., p. *1.

wiody, Cwiskl, ope cict.,



CHAPTER XII

CHUM

Description.-
Varieties.-
Distributien.

The ¢ hum is a prototype of the s hal a 8 type of
dwelling as ocomtrasted with the yurta type. Througheut the Neelithie
this house spread widely acress northlands of Euraszia. Today it is
found from Lapland to Chukche Peninsula - a very broad distributioen.
It ie a conical tent of skeleten made out of poles, crossed at the apex of
the cone. The skeleton then is covered with bhark, leather, fur,
sod or even felt among the mountain felk of Centrel Asia, There is
no eentral sapport post, there may be found occasionally a cross
beam for cooking or a kind of a binding heop; the hoep,though,would

not eliminate ecressing of the poles at the apex.

Various devices are used to beautify the chum from the

interior, to warm it up and to protect the insides from bits of

- 59 -
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debris falling frem the poles and the roef covering. A fire place
is usually located in the middle, and a smoke hole above it, inm

plase where the poles cross themselves.

A chum ias directly descended from the Upper l'aleolithie
prototype. It is prebably one of the oldest, dating back ta the
Mesolithic, type of human habitations in northern Zurasia. It has
several regional varieties, none of them being any different
structurally, execept that of the Lapps. It is of circular c¢ircum-
ference at the ground level, made of hide - and often of amod -
which is stretched on the poles. It aserves as a summer tent. It is
portable. And perhaps this ease to carry it and erect it formed
itas peculiar appearance, like & pyramid. The number of the poles
is limited, therefore, when the hide stretchbes on them, it leoks
not like a cone but like a distorted pyramid. From this regional
variety, as it is not sufficiently different teo become & type,
the pyramidal group of shalases arcse in the extreme north, and,
ebentually, the balegan house evolved. The lLapps live in this type
of tent, and their neighbours to the east, transferred it inte

the balagan complex.

Ameng the Samoyeds the chum preserved also the corridor
whigh could be traced in Buret, and is visible in some of our
pithouses on the shores of the castern sess. ‘he corrider protects

the dwelling from snow and wind,
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Distridution of ihe chum is so0 general that it is net
really worth naming all the nationalities that use it as their
hene. The populations of the tundra and taiga are the leading groups
butl even in the mountains of Central Acia the chum may be found where
it mixes with the yurtas. The same is true of ihe morihern parts

of Greater Yongolia.

Since in the taiga timher is plentiful, often the
skeletons are not taken away with the roving party, but are left
behind; they will be used again at zome other time when the party
comes again. Such skeleton structures standing alone are known

as uwu ten s,

Modes of transportation of chum vary. Among the Gduls
for example, in Custern Siberie, the skeleton is packed on dog
sleds; timber being rare in tundra, it is carried along all the ti-
me. Ameng others the poles are tied to the saddle wides of reindeer
and are moved with the carsvan, The hides and furnishings are

always accompanying the moving party to their new places.

The Lapps pack their tents on p u l k 2 8. They are
cange~1like one-sled winter mode of transport ;ulleld by reindeer.
While thaw sets in, smal)l dup out: and conoes are unsed foy the

puskeg country.
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Most nations, like the Oduls, dvell all year round in
ilteir chums. Some have sther types of dwellings besides the clum.
The nations of Lastern Turkiland, Momgolia and l.nchuria use both
the steppic yurtas and the taiga's chum. The chum is orijginally
& taiga huobitation. It origimated most likely, judging wfter the
present day distribution amd that of amtiguity, among the Uraliam
ethnolinguistic group of peoples. From them it s;read. .hcther
it wes the pyramidal-like chum of the Lapps thut the laponoids
brourit te jurope or the standard model it ie not possidle to say
since the outlines in the ground remain the same, Tut most certainly
the folloeing Yeolithic wave of innic peoples bhrousht this type
of the standard chum to Liurepe, It probnbly sprexzl also the chum
to the Oduls in the eaat, and made its use popular throughout the

rest o the taiga and beyend.

The chum is relatively undivided into types, bacause
it is aneestral to many of the shalas type. OUnce 2 recionel variety
was too conepicions it had te be classified as a distinet typo-

logical unit.
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CHAFTER XIIXI
ULASA

escrirtion.,~ Distri~
bution.~- urigin.

Urasa 18 a conical tent of large size and fine workman-

ship. Its chief characteristic is - besides its permunent location
the building material comeisting of long peles gently bending to~

wards the orest of the roof.

It is immaterial whether timber is left on the outside
uncovered, as it is often during the swamer, or protected with s
thick layer of sod for the winter monthe. Am interesting element
in an uraesa, as well as in a distatntly related balagan, is a fire-
place with a log ehimmey. This chimney can be also fashioned out

of poles joined together for the purpoass.
A typical Yakut urasa -~ often buti not always - depending

on its size has the nnmerous astructural poles joined together with

ropes, zomewvhere half way up, between the floor and the crest of
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the roof. And agaim, about three fourths frem the floor to the erest
there 18 a kind ef a hoop of poles built in with the aid of ropes.
Then the vhele structure is covered en the cutside with bireh bark.
The natural enviromment of most of the Yakut couniry being mere
within the taiga sone -~ exsept for the basin itself - than elsevhere
is rich both in peles and bark for construstion of this type ef
houses.

Modern influences introdueed small :rindows and a door.
Fermerly the light was eeming through the smeke hole, however the
sitnation has shanged since tho introduetion of the chimney. Tic
latter orziginated perhaps tee, during the Colonial Feriod. The door
of olden days censisted of several bark, fur and eloth matts hanging
down, whiech could be pushed astde for seming in, ventilation and
lighting. In the older urasas there wge & central fireplaee, while
the newer ouecs had it closer to the wall. The fire burned on tep

of a spacious wooden bex of planks, filled with souil.

All areund the walls, save for the space cround the
entransevay, sleeping benches were ;laced made of horizontal boards,
covered on top with skins and pillows. Each of the benches, whiech
mumbered up to ten in an urasa, wae separated from it ¢ next by «
post, and the poats were joined close to ilc reol with horizent.d
beams. The beams were ern.enic., ddwsplayin., seguderly ouil out

holes in their lower portiona. The spuco left te (Mo wirhit ol the
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entranceway is reserved for fire wood. BDeside the honeheos there may
have boen found an odd item of futniture lfke s low table or a stand
but these would shew, again, & colenial influence.

The bark on the wall is wovered by numerous polas,
eovering it olmoat completely frem the cutside. ¥When the natives'
dravings of a tent show & sloping wall, bent gently towards the

orest -~ it is safe to assume the drawing represents an urasa.

Above the beneches there may be again, in o spacious
urasa, ropes tying the wall polea for additioual stvength. The
posts supporting cross planks are also ernamented. .nd above one of
the bonehes usually ene will diseever plate and bowl holders,
exttlery holders and an asgsoriment of pales standing on the bench
itself. The hox with the harth is atanding on a platform at the
floor level, Zrec of any floer mntting, whieh may be found in

other nparts of the floor of an Hrasa.

Urasa is o peak of a conical tent development., It
excells other typos in workmenship, size and stremgth. The Yakuts
eould very well afford to crect similar structures sinee they are
on a vorge of becoming cedentary peonle, and the permanence of
locality makes it worth while to afford gresier invesiment in

one's home.
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Altiougi (he present Juy Jiatriloliow ua i wrosa
coicides with that o. the Volgaus aua bhe Viiats, o ocriiesl
tert is nol originally Turkie. The Talmte adopted it "ruu loir
pro eceu.crs, for the heart of Yakutis wie defore it.c.. o Juusuz
couniry, and undoubtedly impreved it osuaiderably. Coi.cice sow

« unguzs orlgin of urnse ¢an be seen in twe faets bLosidesn (.o

[

foraey Tunzus character of Yolutia, aomely (14 fungan siote 23
end Lae origin of the elg..a, whe are oy JSuwousic evigi., yoi

cweted Yakut na.ionality.

Lhe Yaket urssa, with its claborctionm, ... o I«
cre itcd unot only te the eriginaters, but to the l.ier usern of
the iype a5 well. Their coutributions to this iype o. .. volling
are uudoubliedly large, and it is teday ene of ihe severzl iy ical
Leuces of Yokutia, amd areas of Yakut expansion i:. :l_.er arls od

:ibél‘i ~
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CIATTERIY XIV

URASA-LIKE CHUM

Characteristica.~ Varieties.

It is most likely a protetype of the urasa. Evolved from
& akin or bark conical tent, this type of a shalae altlough still
preserving somewhat the structure of s chum, displays some of the
characteringtics of an uresa. It is bullt of a skeleton of poles,
not bending towards the crest like an urasa, covered with bark en
the outszide. The bark i« being kept inm place by small legs or poles,

spaced widely from each other.

The urasa-like chum is definitively a transitional type,
evolutionally older than the urasa and younger than chum, The urasa
evolved from the urasa~-like chum, as it evolved from the ochum. Yot,
today, all are contemporary shalaseg. It can not de claased with
either of the two, but as a distinct entity; structurally and upen
superficiel examination it could be classed wit!: the chum; yeu

the external appearance, with the outside planking bripgiv- it to
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the range of en urasa, precluding any &uch clousification. The pho-
nomenon reappears systhematioally, as a distinct inlormedicte type,

and has to be reconed as such.

There are twe wvarieties of the type. The firct ie lecze
complex, whenthe logs are thiok, and de not cross each other at
the crest; the second has thimner peles, reaching the . ex of (o
cone. In the latter case, the poles dheing thinner, sive lesc
.roteetion against any eolic calamities. Put there the bark is
selected and 1:id out carefullg. In the former, p;rotected by tuiekev
logs or planks, bark has ofte: come from coarser trees than the
birch. Xeither variety constitute an especiully iuntereating

architectonioc item.

The first regional wvariety of the urasa-like clium ocour:s
among the Lvenki, which means it is very widely spread in 3Siberia.
The other is known to the Bveaki toe, Wwut prineipally the southern
Tunguz, namely the Oroki mation of Sabalin Island and the mouth
of the Amur use them most extensively. In any case, the wrnsa-like
chum is known to the Siderian Manchurian nations. crhaps it

evolved from the chum under their ;uidance,
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CHAPT'R XV

YAL NG

Diatridution.- lie-
zional varieties.

Vistribution of this tent reaches the reindeer herders
among the hymylams, predominates uong the Lugravetlons and cen-
stitutes a winter house for the .iberian Sskimos. The latter diflers
soneiderably from the Lueravetlen-lymylan standard. It i bigger in
size, apparently harder to construct and aot ns portalle, Since the
Eskimos, hewever, are rot reindeer herderes, they are not obliged
to follow this land animal. Therefore their habitations may be pitcled
almost permaenently for the scason. The reof in this Lskimo yaranga
is slightly cupolar, otherwise it resembles the standrrd versio:.
Doors are often fashioned out of boards and lean on hinges attached
to a2 door frame, but formerly they were o several layers of furs
and skins tightly protecting the warmth of {the interior. it has io
be congidered s regional variety, ococuring among the -=iberian

Eskimos, of the yaranga because all structural and genetic axloms
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make us bheliave so.

Another regienal variety is the yarange used among the
Hants and the Mansi of northern Ural and lower Ob basin. It is con-
strusted of skins and bark. An additional support system may he
added. The Mansi usually de without it, though. If the system exiuts
though, among the Hants usually, additional pests are driven in the
greund eutside the walle. The pests are of irregular hight, joined
with similar though herizontal pests and a few laid down on the roof,
frem the frame to the apex, Occasional rope mey be used, more on
the Mamai houses wvhioh generally are neater thath those of the Ilents',
te prevent the bark from sliding off. This variety is generally of
poorer appearance, stability and is smaller, the atuhderd version
of the yaranga being more pleasing. A aleet of bark hanging from a
frame of dent pele forms a doorway. Whem people want some light,
they simply attach the bark to the pole abeve. This arrengement in

mere recent temts has been replaced by a hinged door of boards.

This regienal variety of a yaranga, elthough very differ-
ent from the eastern type, has to be considered as its regional
variety, further remeved from the standard thah the Lakimo variety,
yot the same strustural and genetic funoitions and foundations unite
them all into one typolegical unit, easpeoially if we conmider the
roof on some of the castern yarangas where the roof ias also conical

and not dending. This type's variety ie closer to the original form
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of a yaranga., Sinece bdoth the Hants and the Mansi have it, and wve
know that they as the Ugrian dranch of the Uralians came from the
south, close to the originmal place of the shalau, we assume that

the eastern type of the yarangs is a modification of the Paleoaszians
who adepted it together with the art of reindeer herding. Taspecially
that the shalas is not nertive to Bastorn sSiberia, as can be noticed
by the study of the other, more ancient dwelling types. The FPun-
garians, vho belenged te the Ob basin befere their migration to
Pannonia, must have lived in this Ugric modification of a shalas.

To the Faleoasians only one people could have carried the yaranga,
that ie the Uralians, perhaps at the time of their great expansion
at the beginmning of the third millemium B.C.

The moat characteristic, however, asmong the varieties of
this type of dwelling fs the yaranga ef the Luoravetlans and the
Nymylans. There are hore two kinds, yet both appear among the same
families, both - as far as the typelogieal criteria are applied -
constitute the same regional variety of the type. (ne is somewhat
resembling the Ugric yaranga with a strictly conical roof, the
other - which recalls more the Eskimo variety - haes a slizhtly
cupelar roof. The latter is a more progressive kind, sinceit
attempts by additienal supports to provide more vertical room

within the walls.

The frame of joint poles where the roof meets the circu-

lar wall rests on poles fixed in the ground on an angle, usually



twe of each posts meeting the Irame where a roof ;ole is attached to
it,, thus lending suppert to the frame and the roof jjoles at the
eritical plase. The roef poles meet orossing each other at the wujox.
The yaranga is a chimney less dwelling. its smoke has to escape
through the openings in the roof. The smoke hole is located at the
apex of the roof. Cften, in contemporary tents of this type a steve

with a pipe is found, the pipe extending through the old smoke hLole,

The roof and the walls are well covered with hidea, and
with an occaaional rope keeping them in place. The rope, particular-
ly on Luoravetilan yarangas, is fmsatened on one gide and tied on the
other in three or mors places, rarely on the side ¢i the entrance.
The rope may divide juet before the smoke hole und jein again soon
after it on the other dide., thus keeping in place the hides around
the very top. In Luoravetlan tents the seem shere tlie sawn-ilogether
hide covering meets may be visible usually asbove the dvoiwey. Thia
being so characteriatic for a Luoravetlan s%alas that it i- even

clearly ;ortrayed on their ivery engravings.

014 Luoravetlan yarangas had a covering fuashionel out of
stretched 2ides on a framework to cover the amoke Lole wiien fire
died down and for the unsertain veather, 0lder slaleses also tended
to have the entranceway a bhit lower - perhaps o remnant ol the
protohouse tradition - om ome side, to meke the cold air less
penetrating ineide. The contemporury dwellings, however, hive a

tendensy to arrive at more symmetric {orms.
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The yaramnga is closest to a yurta among ell :halases. The
common feature of the yurta and yarenge is possescion of ihe wall.
But the resemblance of shape is only su.orficial. “ronaing of the
poles at the orest of the roof without bei.: .ttaechec Lo the hoon,

ilaces it definitively with the conical tents than wit! the yurtias.

Always, the sowshoes, skis and sleda especially lean
against tlc wall: of the yarangas when not im use, giving the l.ouse
& characteristic »alisaded nppearance. Since a large number of
familiea :vcll ia trose lLouses, the sleds and otler transportatien
gear accumulutes io larze numbers and throug. i's presence there
strengtithenin; the +alls from wind, being close at hand aund always
at a known ;lace at the same time, reachable when needed., The
lLuoravetlan yarangas have usually slightly cupolar look, the cupela-

like roof ecxtending from beyend the piled up sleds.
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CHAPTER XV1
YARANGA-LIKE CHUM

Characteristics.- Yiuds,

This dwelling iz charecteriatic for the lunguz over
large parts of Siberia. And it is alsc found as a regional kind

anong the ’.skimos who use it as a summer home.

The Eakimos make their home less carefully, chiefly
on account of scarcity ef timber. Therefore they use odd ;ieces
of driftwood, planks and poles, cover them with hides and rope
the structure carefully to keep it and the hides in place apazinst
the winds in their settlements sleng the oceans sheres, The higher
part of the tent has no wall, but the poles stretch right down
from the roof to the ground. This is the doorway side, whioh
resenbles somewhat the trait found in older yerangas as well, where
the doorway was in the lower part of the wall. The other side of
the shalas has a wall, with several roof poles resting on phe wall-

posts and the connecting them horigontal poles.
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The yaranga-like chum of the Tunguz .veny is more rogolor. Almost
& yoranga, it has one side without a wall to ciffercoti.te it irom
that type. The wall posts, one or more often tus ,cr a wveof .olc,
are joined with horicental peles. The roef poles meet ot the apex.
They meet at the crest ef the cone together with the poloe whiel
extend right down to the ground, The reef is alwayz that of a very

gentle cone.

istribution of this type throughout €entral and rastern
siberia shows its importance in the nomad life. It is feirly easy
to construct, yet offers more room than en ordinary chum could do,

tionks to the particl wall,

A reliec of this type can be found slso emony the Ugric
Hansi of Westerm Siberdd. It is a yaranga of the Ugrie i;5e, with
#ne side, appreximately a third, left without wall or roof, juat
with one pole, bend, reaching frem the orest to the ground in Iront.
It eould have passed teo the Tungus from the Urallans, the .un uz
improved on it, and perhaps passed it on to the Eskimos as well,
The yaranga-like chum is chrenologically older than the juranya
and yeunger than chum, There is a very good parallel beiwcen this
type of human dwelling and that of the urasa-like chuw. Loty roo

transitional types, of about iLhe same age.
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CHAPT it XVII

ROTA

Description.-
Distridbution.

Dwelling of the northlands known as & k o t & grew out
of the regional variety of a chum, the pyramidal chum az found among
the Lapps. It has a square base end is pyramid-shaped. The walls aere
of Yoards and planks among the Lapps, of small logs among the others:
Ugrians, Nivhs, Yakuts. The Lapps do not eross their aupportin;
poles at the crest, but fregquently have fashioned out a smole-lole
cover to be placed instead of them. This cover forms the apex of tie
pyramid, since the dwelling itself i1s lacking the apex. It is made
of boards, put on the hole whenever colds set in or during bad
weather, For eooking, however, the smoke heole is found necessary.
Nowadays, however, a stove with an iron pipe took place of the old
harth and the pipe projects frequently through the opening, ernit-
ting its more permanent covering. Since a kota is a winter dwelling,

the peonle who live in it find it necessary to winterize it with «
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thiek layer of sed. Sometimes the aod is place’ on a structure of

legs placed side by side.

Among the Yakuta and their relatives, the Dolgans, a kota
has an interesting structure. Onme of the supporting peles has a flat
surface at the very top, with numerous perforations. The other one
is ended with o prejecting point to fit one of the perforatioens. On
these two poles the remaining two lean, supporting the heavy pyramid,
The walls end before reaching the crest, end are lined at the top
with horizontal :lanks attached to the four cormner poles. The ver-
tieal logs form four walls; in one of the wadls there is a doorway,
having a deor-step and a lintel of timber. Unlike hinged doors of

the Lapps, the other nations are using some older devices.

The Nivhs of Eastern Siderias made an additional skeleton
inside. It consiasts of four posts with interconneeting heams at the
top and below the top. This atructure, however, does not interfore
with the execution of the rest of this shalas, built 1like other
kotas, The Nivhe have a larger kota, however, ithan the other ' arie-
tieg. Nenches are on two aides of the dwelling, and & harth is
placed on an elevated platform in the middile. Some earth from phe
walking area around benches and tte harth was removed, procduaciaog

the effeet of elevation for the benches anf the harth platiorm.
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The elevated fireplaee in o “ivh kota 'rings u. closer
th the urasa, again, where a similar phenomenon is found. And in
general, urasa and keta resembdle each other, ome being a conical

shelae, the other a pyramidal one.

hota 48 most likely a native Uralian type o! dwelling.
Its distribution today among the Lapps, the Ugrisns, Yakuts ond
Yivhe makes i1 a widely spread type of house, however the nations
using it are noed partic:larl; ucr-rvoue. The only excr-plion ctre tle
Yakots, but ttey are vell cqui;ed with sever.l lLiouse-types. o
Hivha, being ralecasinne, -rr ;oet likely lo wrv. .. gpted ihe 'oto
from rome other niticpality, maybe the lunguz, For the "olg.v., vwhe
peasess this type are Yakutized Tunguz. :er aps it was breu hit by
the lraliams to the east by the (duls. Dut even the Tunguz mus?
have borrewed it frem the Uralian inhabitants of the taiga, ith:or
themzelves origineting in the steppe. Kota, therefors, mmet '
a house origindl te the northeran Uralians, vho during the sw. or
use c.unsy and evelved this. type of &welling in areas where ti. ber
ic more plemtiful, in taiga, aud the haditation warmer.
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CHAPTUER XVIII

HOLOKO

Description.-
Distribution.

Jolome is a variety of & kota., It differs from it teo
such an extent, however, that it was necessary to differemtiate it
inte another distinet type., It hag a similar strneture of the four
fitted corner peles, zu.perting & pyramidal reef-walls. Mut this
time the pyramid is cut 2t the top, somewhere half way up frem the
ground ie ihe apex. A roof ef logs is placed on top., A asmall hole

remaine in the roof for smoke to escape.

4 Yakut holomo has the usual Yakut improvement, e log
ehimney., Iz that came there is no smeke hole, and the chimney goes

out through the roof where the wall meets the roof, below the crest

of the crossed poles.

Again, & holome may he winterized with sod covering
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the logs. In non~-Yakut holomos the fireplace 1: on the floor level,
lined vith four swall logs, and a cross pole chove, Zor honpging

eooking pots above fire.

The holomeo evelved direstly from the kota. Improvement of
this type of a house over its prédeeessor is in the faet that the
roof protects waaste of heat. The holeme is later chremolegicclly

than the kota, though beth types sppear ag contemporary today.

Its distribution is limited to the iolgans and Yakuts.

Formerly it may have been used also by the Tungusz.
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CHAPTER XIX
BALAGAN

Construction.~-
Origins.

Balagan is the final stage of development of the
pyranidal variety of chaum. It evolved directly from holomo. There
are four supporting poste in the corners, with cross-beams and a
beam on the tep of the structure, laid horizontaly from one side to
the other. The roof poles c:oss2ing at the creat were ne more neces-
sary and are net found here., The walle are gently sloped of vertical
logs, on four sides. Balagan ia a roofed structure with mild alope.
The roof logs are attached to the beams, meceting the other side at
the center. It has a log chimmey today, put an ordinary harth on
a raised platform had to suffice previously. A smoke-hole was
nedded then, while the roof is covering the whole area of the home
today, the chimney is touching the logs without any epeninga. The

former fire~place was in the middle of the houze, today, in accord
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the Yakut usage, it is licated to the right of the entrance, as iu

& holomo or urasa.

Some spachous balagans have even additional supporting
pests in the middle of each side, In addition, each wall mey have
& tiny window ~ & necessary development since the smoke-hole 1s no
more present. All around the walls there are benches, used both for

beds and tables.

There is a general resemblance of the structure itself
to that of the keta of the Nivhs. The beams and posts are very much
like thome in the balagan. 0f course, the regional variety of the
kota that is found among the Nivhs ie related with the balagan any-

way, 2ince balagan developed from a kota.

ilthough today the balagan appears among the Yakutis, it
is aleo found among the Dolganas., Decause the Dolgans are belleved
to be descendants of the Tunguz, though they acdopted Iurkie language,
there is a good ground to believe that some of the Siberikan Manchu-

rians also knew the type.

Some students of the Yakut dwellings -uggeat the balagan



originated from two or more wind shelteres of the elbelen type placed
side by aide.l This hypothesis meems improbable in the light of the
above discussion. The balagan belonge to the shales type of dwelling
and achieved its present form thréugh gradual evolution and improve-
ments. l.e can trace its development threugh the holome, kota .nd

right to the chum,

Unlike the urasa whieh is almest an extinct type of
house in contemporary Yakutia, balagams are ound uyunite frequently.
Some, insul.ted for ths winter with sod or dried n.nure, may
resembhle on the outside the log yurta, however, upen examinatien
of the interior, one will exaetly identify this type oi dwelling

of Yakutia.

lcxmdzidlo, op. cit., p. 119,
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RAPTRIL XX

KALYMAN

Varietiea.- Their
interrelationships and
ogcurences,

There is no one type known a8 k a 1 ym a n. Yt 48 &
charscteristic of a group of typee, all sharing the material of
building and the permanence of the house in common. The hense is
permanent, slthough it may be inhaWited only during the winter
seasen. Conirapy teo our geheral practice, we are roing te descride
this charsoteristic as kalyman, bhecause it is too difficult to
discusa pariicular case of a winterized dwelling vith caeh of

the above types.

Thus, a kalyman is & shelas whieh has been covered with
a layer of sed, earth or manure te protect it froem hitter colds of

netrthern latitudes., The Yakuis may ever uze elay, since at the zanme
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time they use the olay to paste their chimneys from inside to make
the logs fireproof. But the standord equipment ie sed, cut in small

pleces for placing it on the walls of the dwellings.

Now, proceeding from east to west we vill cnecunter a
chum covered by large slabs of asod. It is known among the Yakute as
& gulemna, and it may bDe readily adopted for this house. Gulena
is roughly conieanl in shape. Genetically, thanks to its sod covering
{t is a cross between a shalas and a subterranean dwelling. Strue-
turally it Las a shalas-like appearance of the chum variety, posmea-
sing a skeleton of upright npolee leaned ageinst each other at the
apex of the cone which it resembles. rn these, large sections of
neatly cut sod are placed, one above the other, grase on the outside,
leaving only an opening at the top for illumination and as a smoke-
hole, and aspace for a deorway. In order to prevenit particles of
earth falling down from the sod to enter food or fall on the beds,

skins or furs are placed below the peles.

Gulema - or a trace of it - is found in a relic form
among the Nduls, who use the suow to protect their chume from the
colds. The snow is piled up high against the lower jarts of their

tents.

The Yakuts are known sometimesr a8 the "underground

Yakuts", at least to their Tunguzie peir bours, ae observed by
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VWaofaw Sierosmewskil during his stay ameng them. This name was
prebably given them beeause more them just a chum was covered with
sod for winter, making their haditations appear as if they were
subterrancan. Urasa and holome, kota and a log yurta are all dodded

for winter. All of them are kalyman habitations,

Ealyman varies as to size and detaile of execution from
aation to nation., Ite distribution coincides with the Eurassiatic
tundra and the sone of liehen woodland. It usually serves as a winter
dwelling for the peeple who do net move for gresat Qistances in that

seasen. It s net a portable home, save for the furnishings.

Another echarascteristic area of the kalyman houses is in
the weatern part of the region, in Buropean northern-most country,
Lapland, Here numerous varieties of a winterised home developed.
They almost require separate classification., Their shapes differ.
But it is due more to the material employed, often peat am in south
eentral Lappland, rather than conscious effort of the Lapps to duild

another variety of a house.

‘storsssevakty YaeLar ek ot bT g hesigeh e b,
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A Lapp kalyman ideally has a semblance of four wells,
pyramidally shaped, simce it is actually a keta with a thick layer
of sod. The sod, unlikse in a Yakut gulema, is placed thickly with
gress side facing the sky, one on top of the other, the mod covering
being thus of unusually thick kind. Perhaps under the influenced
frem highly civilized Baltic countries a kalyman in lLappand may have
8 window for light. A former smoke hele war transformed into a smell
opening for an iren stove's pipe. Formerly, ag in a zummer kota,
this hole was covered with a pyramidal cevering of hoards, carefully
fashienmed, and pushed aside on the sod when not wanted, but always

handy at the same time.

In addition to sod, birch branches may be added to the
walle, leaning on the sod to prevent its sliding down. This additio-
nel feature remind one of an urasa, yet perhaps it is enly a super-
ficial resemblance, quite incidentsal to the motives vwhich created
the urasa tent, Homes thus built are fairly spaeious, dbut they often
vary in shape. Especially the turf or peat brick cover of structure
changes their shapes to loose that expected symmetry. Uften tleseo
peat kalymans - the peat being used only as a substitute for mod in
south central Lapleand (under Swedish rule) - have to be jrotected
with stones, ilat slabs, 1loced on ihe walls, in order not te bhe

deprived of their covering by the winda of the ¥uropean northlouds.



Those peat kalymans wsay huave cven u comblarce of vortienl
wallg developed, yet the window, framed on .n nncle, will inlicate

former genecis of the house.

4 claseieal Lapp kalyman will have a limtol held ~ith
indigeneous native ecarved planks; the deor will Be of bonrds, with
a frame in the sed, mso it would get blogk the movement. Interier
is often lined with {wiga. 12 a mass of peles somplcie: the walls
of the interior rather than boards, we may assume wonme relationship

to the urase, noted se many times,

Thus, a kalyman, though not 3 house type in itgelf, is
a useful concejt, simplifying considerably discussion of o very
imrortant fzature in the Furaciatic northlands, namely ;rotectir

of one's dwelling frem bittér colds in the winter ge::on.
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CHAPTFR XXI
BARK YURTA

Meaning.- DPistribu-
tion.

This type of & house ia known in central Asia clese to
the place where the shalas has originated and where the protchouse
was found. It does descend straight from the protohouse; witness
the walls which developed from it and a cupolar roof, zo characte-
ristic for the bark yurta. It is named yurta to differentiate it
from the shalases, that ia conical tents and related houses. The
people who are the bearers of yurtas are the .iltaians. Theie ancient
cradle in the mountains and intermontaigne valleys of Central isis
was plentiful in bark, and necessary structural poles to build their
heuses. At the same time those houses had to he lighter than the
taiga's chum. Thus evelved a yurta, of which the first was bark

nrt‘-

The bark yurta appears among the eastern Turks today.

- 80 -
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It did not spread away from ita place of origin, because it is a
relatively crude dwelling., It is diffioult to appraise its relation-
ship with the yaranga, but it must be obvious that they existed

side by side at one time. This type aa well as yarang: both are
characterized by possession of walls, the former has o cu.ola ohobe

them, the latter a cone.

The bark yurta is cemstructed of odd pieces of wood that
can be found in Fastern Turkiland. Most numerous are lar_ e sheets
of rough bark placed upright as walls., The bark then is joined with
ropes and/or plyble poles and pegs. Today a door in a frame is
visible, but previously some native device instead of modern door
was in use, The roof of a bark yurta is similarly mnde of large
rough sheets of roped together bark. "he roping may be a shared

trait with the yaranga.

The bark yurta has a limited distribution irn the land
of the former republic of Tuva where the Tuvins dwell, among the
Hakas, Tofalar, Shorcy amd Nanayan matiens im southern parts
of mountaineous :iberia. It is nlsoc found among the Kachiuns,

a Siberian Tatar nationality.
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CHAPTER XXII

LOG YURTA

Origin.- Description.-
Distribution.

The log yurta evolved directly from the bark type of
yurta. Its first eppearance took place in the same general area
of the Altaian landas, namely the country of the Zast Turkiland
and northern Vongolia. It iz unknown further to the 2ast, among
the Xanchurian branch of the Altaians, snd therefore it is unlikely
that the Tunguz migratior brought it to the north with thewm. It
is not possible, at the present level of kunowledze, to find out
vhether it was originally a Turkic or e Mongolian type of house
or whether both those branches of the came cthnolirgcuistic femily
may claim it as thelr own., The log yurt: ie a tyypicelly taiga
adaptation of the yurta. Instead of only bark, it freely employs
timber for building. Nevertheless, the type as such, although
typical of todays Yakutia, Duryat Mengolia, and Usstern Turkiland,

is composed of several borrowed materials and elements.

- 9] -
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The idea of log building itself came to the Altaians frem
the Uralians, to be more specific, from the Finns., It occured most
likely considerably before the Celonial Period set im, and therefore
the Russian cenquest of Siberia camnot be credited for intredueing
the prineiple of leg bduilding. The principle was long before the
Bussians in practice among the Altaiane of those regions and of
Yakutia. That is true, on the other hand, that the rinns themselves
adepted the primeiple and technique of log bullding from the Indo-
eurepeans, probably from the Balteslava, They did not adopt it
as it was, bunt modified it with the a8 1 e g technique of roofl
building adeopted from the Paleeosians, It ment that the roof wase
placed on several horizental logs, parallel to the crest of the
roof of ithe cabin. Those histories have to he memtioned, although
they are net part of the nomaéd culture per se, in order io understand

well the origin of the log yurta.

The displacement of the Turkic Yakuts from the vicinity
of Lake Baikal by the Buryat Mongols, caused the former to take the
log yurta with them to their new enviromment in the Lena Basin.

Was it then that the Mongols became aquinted with this type of
dwelling, adapting it for own use as we find it today among them
or had they knowledge of it before the displocemew.t of the Yiluts

cannot be readily detwrmined.



The shape of the log yurta varies; it may be from four teo
eight-sided. The usual among the Yakuts ig six walls; the same
prevails among the other Altaians. The Ugrie Hants, horover, have
a four wall yurta. This far north-wastern distribution may be a
result of gradual northerm and wemtern drift of the Uralians frem
their cradle nore towards Central isia, where it would be neighbour
to that of the .iltaians. It iz aleo in this general vicinity that
the Finns adopted the sleg technique of roof building, a technigue

found on many a Ugric house of the haltan complex,

Like many other of their bhouse types, the Yakute unified
the interior, The log yurta received benchea, log chimney, windows,
and even may be covered with sod or clay fer winter. Thus, no

metter whet type, a Yakut home alwayms look alike,

There is one more thing among the foreign elements in the
log yurta, namely the roof ftself. It is a2 roof vegaly reminiscent
of a sh:las, a wzoden cone or ryromid. Scme log yurtas have alogs,
other:z have crossed poles at the top. Whe roof, however important,
is of lesger ~ignificence 15 far ss our typolory is chbncerned,

and aince it may bring more ties with the Juropean settled nations,

4t is not necessary to be dealt here,

Thua, the log yurta ig found to be . direct development

from & bark yurta, and that develo ment hao |iicu pliace somevhere
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1long the berderland between the taige .. the mounteins ol southern

Siberia.

Today log yurtas are known among the Ugrians in Sesbern
Siberia, in Yakutia, in the Duryat lLepublic, amd ir ihe Lnrstern

Tuyiziland.
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CHAPTER XXIII

CHAPARA

Crigin,-
Distridbution.

This predecessor tent of the heavy-felt yurta evolved
directly from the bark temt of the Central Asiatic mountains. The
bark yurta was not as well done, however, ite appearance being not
attractive by any standards. The ¢ h a p a r a on the other hand
is a tent of the yurta type executed with skill and e high degree
of beauty. It evolved - through the intermediary of ithe bark yurta -
from the protohouse of Buret, with gll its attributes needed for a
life on steppe, disgarding its ice age aspects. Here, in a chapara,
there ias 2 line of poats, covered on the outside with reed matts,
if2 in the south-west, bark and heavy felt further north, forming
a circular wall. The poste are drivem into the ground vertically.
An opening for a doorway ie left in the wall, where a curtain is

hanged. On the posts lean poles, crossed at the center with a hoop.
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The hoop is lashed to them, The hoop is a sign of a yurta. It dif-
ferentiates thia type of dwelling from a shalas, whioch does not
euploy any sueh device permitting the peles to project frcely throu h
a smoke hole. The reof ef felt ia built on the pelea., It is flat or

a little ateep, Dut it never has an apex, the hoop preventing it

from having it. The roof and walls receive lashings of rope, pur-

ticularly the reof, if felt is used, to keep it in place.

‘he chapara is not found north of the steppe. Its cig-
tribution does not ecincide with that of the bark yurta, but is
& more southerly trait. It does overlap with the bark yurta, and
most probably the area ot overlapping could be regarded as a cradle
of this type. Today, chapara is found in Turkestan, edges of the
Iranian Flateau and the mountaineous areas of Central Asia. In this
latter place it probably started its existence. Lihnically the
chapara is limited to Turkic peoples, coming in contact with the
ion _oliene in the north~eastern edge eof itz region, and the
Aryans (Indo-Iranians) in the south, The nations there are most fond
of this tent are the Altalans, Uzhecs and others; the former have
rather tall chaparas, thelatter - flattish; the difference may be
explained by differences in precipitation. Certain chaparas resemble
a kumsekepe yurta by posseesion of a three ropes c.ossing another set
of three ropes on the roef over the doorway. On borderlands of

Iran, the Hazareytians and Dzhemshids also dwell in chaparas.
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Interior ol o chapura is very vueh like that o8 o f

y.rta, wurrangsed vith oriental comfort, and limited “urciture,
ig xlzo wotl noting that the reed matts around ihc outsi o ol
wall i: atparentljvo{ south-weat Asiatle origin; it i. : ihe

1
~

countries ¢f l'caopotamis that reed houses are uied .p o lL.is

-

anl o parently some ef the seuth-western influerce !n: ¢ ep

the Ir.uisn | litean even 4o Turkestan.
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CIAFTER XXIV

{'ELT YURTA

Description.~
Begional varieties.- lisgtri-
bution.

This type of dwelling is .4 typically steppic habitation,
It is portable, fairly light and easy to pitch during frejuent stop-
overs of nomadic pastoralist life. It is a typically Altaian type
of dwelling, and except for the Tadshiks, is not used by others.
It evolved directly from the chapara. It improved chapara's struc-
tural side of dwelling. It also hrs a zkeleton, but a much more
elastic, easier to carry and to erect. In addition, it ia lighter

than chapara, although there are more parts to it.

The outline of a yurta is circul.r. It has vertical

walls all around, s:.ve for the door opening. The walls are made of

willow or similar wickers, crossed and intercrosse’ with the other

- 98 -
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enes, the basis toushing the ground, the tops coming up and "olding

o frame with attached to it hent roef poles., 111 this wicker-work

is eet on an angle, thus base of each wicker is not Qircctly below
its top, but further on, along the wall. The roo? poles meet in a
hoop at the very top of the structure. All the j;oles, when neccssary,
have small soekets nrd projections to f4t them, thus rm-king the building
stronger and easier to asaemble and dismantle., (therwise small leather
thongsare tied areund cressed reds, which serve the game purpese.

A large yurta measures about 8 meters across. In the gap left in

the wall atronger poles are placed vertically and o door frame is
placed there. The Loop at the top of the cupolar roof leaning on

the rods which bemd gently inwards at the middle, and then azain

to the hoep, measures momevwhere about 40 to 90 centimeters. The

reef reds are about 24 meters long, to 3 moters. They ar: placed

meeting the wall in about 20 centimeter intervals.

Lashings of horsehair pass zuirally down, atrengthening
the framc additionally. On top of this sev: ral lirge cheetias of
heavy felt are placed and are roped in position. The o:ening in
the roef lies directly abeve the irc place, usuclly locate® in
a shallow pit. Yinee yurta was o chimney-les (kurny) hut, this
opening served as a smoke hole. Puring the nisht an /er poor
weather the smoke helc wag coverdd with a plece of hew r-.olt.
The door is made out of » he vy-Jelt curtaim, pushoed asi:ie -shen

entering or leaving the premises, or rolled ur for convenicnce
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and ventilation. Felt is aprecd on the floor c1.' valls on ‘he ine
side, the latter con be also hunged wit' reced motte, dcoornted
with wocllen ornaments. Wool rugs are pl ced just belov the heavy-
felt roofing, with the hair down, to displecy the decirnu. amevous
carpets and pillews, many ¢f them large, arc riled on tor of the
other, and ere used in lieu of furniture and ae 1-2dding. Tie floof
is also covered with rugs. In recent times iron stoves were intro-
duced, with o pipe replacing the old smoke 'cle. In .ddition, mo-
dern doors replaced the oldfashioned ones. Urequently, eve: rcx

tents, replace the old yurta.

The yurta is a house much more developed technolesically
than other tents of the Furasian morthland. Bein: derived os o
sterpic tent, from its predecessore, it is betier suited to L'.is
partieular modc of life theu any one of them. It “oes function
very well as a house of the steppe’'s nomadic shepherda among the

Altaiane and the Indoeuropean Tadzhiks alike.

Todey distribution of the felt yurts ic very .ide. It
predominates among the inhabitants of Gre.ter on;oliz, "cotern
Turkiland, Turkeetan, Chinese Turkestan and i. is ucod, c¢ltheu h
in a smaller edition, muong the “nnochurirn Tungu., east o, the Lolke

Baikal.

In Purope, it arrived with the -uimuks, ."ere it was
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found until 1947 until the Soviet destroyed that nation, between

the lower Volga iiver and North Caucasin.

There are certain wvarieties in thic type of habitation.
they to not conaiitute separate types, however, !or they .re found
among the same faomilles, made by the same tribes. lore incivicual
variety, then cosciwus effort to build some otlicr type mptivateu
the builders of these felt yurtas, therefore wé .ill not meparate
them into different types, dut merely memtion there exiztence.
Some yurtas, depending on the shape of rods and & hoop, have an
almost perfectly cupelar appearance; others Love & very prounounced
bump on the cupole; still other yurtas are almost conieal. All
those characteristic shapes were taken by some as uides to estab=-
lish typological classes for this type o. h-obitation. .uch a
classification would be merely o superficiel descriptive study of

variations occuring within the type.
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CHAPTER XXV

KARAKECHA

Origin.- Distribution.

This type of yurta evolved from the same ancestry as
the felt yurta; it has the same skeleton; it uses felt sheets for
the roof; it ropes them down like it is done on a felt yﬁrta. “he
Only visible difference - almost & regional variation of it - is
abundant use of reed matting for walls, The reeds nre sawn together
in an ornamental fashion, leaning on the framework. The roof is
of blaeck heavy-felt with attached ropes, that held it do m. It is
of cupolar shape or & bit flattened on top. The reed is & south-weut

Asian trait.

Karakecha ig found ameong the Uzbeca on the e 'stern side
of the Caspian sea and among the Azerbaydzhani.n tribe of :adar

located at the confluence of Kura and Araks rivers, o the western

side of the Ses.
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It would be most intoresting to reconstruct the way
along which karakecha penetrated to the west. Although there is
the felt yurta distributed without any discontinuity right through-
out Kasakstan to the lower Volga, and beyond in Xalrukiastan, there
are high Caucasian mountains in the way that forbid any further
penetration, and a different highlander population of the Moxth
Caucasia, which would mot have any nced to accept this type of

dwellingo

On the other Jand there 1s definite connection between
the Turkestan and Aserbaydrhan dwellinge and languapges. The same
group of yurtaa ias found there, including the areas south of the
Caspian Sea: Karekescha, ka:a and kumex-kepe. All these names
have at least part of their hame 6n common, "kapa”,PKecha" and
"kepe"” denoting this type of dwelling, and "kara” meaning “black”
in respect to the roef tops. Undeubtedly, therefore, we may
assume that the yurta in south-eastern Caucasus arrived t(hoere via

the southern shores of the Caspian.



CHAPTER XXVI
KUMEZ~E¥PE

Pencription,~
Distribution.

This type presents gome unexpected problems. lthough it
is somewhat similar to the yurtas, there may be a suspicion that its
tall round structure with reed reoof, and dry clay on the reed walls
is of aouth-weat Asian, or evem Afroasian origin, 3Skeleton, however,
of cantemporzry buildings is that of o felt yurta. It employs also
the rope for the roef., Az a matter of fact, there are two ropes on
each side of the roef, crossing with the other two ropes aboke the
doors., The zame is true of the interior. The ropes ure very broad,

ribbon~like.

Here, in southerm Turkestan where this type predominates,
it is nevertheless regarded oven by the netive peo’les as n relie.
As a matter of fact they crect yurtas of this kind in tledir yords,
28 a summer dwelling besides their more permanent .dobe buildings.
Torkmon, Karakalpaks, Uzbeks, Tadzhiks and even iggiz have this
dwelling, but more southerly Turkmenistan has he majorily. The roof

tbere may be of felt on the standard pottern.
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Since kumez-kepe are built by the well-teo-do jcople
as an additional dwelling in their farmstead, they zre well prepared

inside in an oriental astyle, with pillows, some chests, rugs.
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CHAPTE 1 XXVIIX
EAPA

Distridbutien,~

Varieties.

This type of dwelling is used as a summer house by the
groups on peripherics of :urkestan and Iran, also south of tie Cuo=-
pian Sea, and in the mountains of Afganistan. Especially the lattier
type can be regarded as a direectly foreign type which blends in
with the yurta thanks to certain techmiques of building and material
employed in its construection. It is a structure used hy t:c nomads
of Iran, wvith reed or wicker-work walle, and wicker-work roors,
covered with ends and odds, includimg felt, Otherwise }f net ior

this material ite relationship to the yurta would be juite distant.

The true kapa however is a kind of felt yuria or any

of the two previously discussed of its vorieties., It lLas redd walls,

and felt reof. Ite roof is roped down to protect its throwing away
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by the wind. The roof is of black heavy-felt (voylok). The ¢isti.-
guisbing feeture of this dwelling is its archy doorway. . o arci
is breujht to a .oint at the tep, at the hight oi the i uesl poiut
in the roof itself, It has also a cover ef felt ior the smoke " cle,
a cover fashioned euwt in the form of a small pyramid. -omc of the

kapas may have less regular features, particunlarly ile 100:.
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CHAPTER XXVIII
PIT DWELLINGS

Origins.- Kinds.-
Distribution.

Only among the nations of Fastern Siberia the subterranean
dwelling survived until the twentieth century. It waes known smong
the Eskimos and Aleuts, the Luoravetlans, Nymylans and Itelmens, the
Nivhe and in & relic form partly among the Cdulas and other northern
peoples. The north-east Siberian Valkar, as the pit-house is known
here, i¢ almost an exaet replica of the Upper Paleolithic prototype
to meat of the subsequent nerth Asiatic nomad dwellinga. It was
preserved among the fishers and sea-mammal hunters on the Arctic

and Pacific shores, among the peoples with a very simple culture.

A valkor has a smoke hole which is at the same

time an entrance, Inhabitants des¢end the interior with the help

- 108 -
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of a notoched log serving ns a ladder. In later years after the
Conquest the netched log gave way to an ordinary ludder. The smoke
hole-entrance way is in the center of the dowed, gently slopec
roof. The valkara were used as winter quarters only; they were too
warm for the summers, the natives returning te the other types
during those months, and wintering in thias reliec of the predeminant

type of a house in the fos age in that part of Astia.

During the XVIII®.XIX® centuries there prevailed a
squarish type of a pit-house awong the Fakimos and some Luoravet-
lana. They had 2 corridor for an entrance way, always facing the
sea or a river, Like in the houses of Buret, among building mate-
rial baleen in lieu ef ivory, and stene played a prominent role.
Particularly the Luoravetlan roef teps were made of whale bone.
Again, like in the prototype they used reindeer antler strengthened

and fastened with leather thongs.

The valkars were usually circular; they were, technically
speaking, semi-subterranean, yet were covered entirely with earth;
they were visible from the surface only as low mounds of 2 eor 24
mneters high, and with an area of about 20 metere squared. The
tandrs and lichen woedlands of the Upper Peleolithie in southern
Siberian, and its todays distridution in the northern part of the
country, provide for an identical almost mode of life to modern

Paleocssians and their neighbours, what it provided for their
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Magdalenian ancestors. wWhile there was a sliortage of timber - ione

and antler were unot lacking.

Interiors of the pit dwellimgs are spacious; iimber
linea the wzlls, whem timber is availadle, and pests hel: £ .
tinber in place, and help to keep the roof frem eavi.¢ .n, (inly
among the Aleuts of the Kemandorskie Islands the reof is maue to
resemble an altana, There even mey be some ground to think ihat
there is some mixture of the two manifested in the :leut home.
The Nymylan pit dwelling in addition to its subterraean part has
boarding leaning o. four poste on the outside. The bourding forms
& strueture resemblic; the hour glsss, except that it is on an
angle rether than curved. Im the upper part of the structure tlere
ig t.: smoke hole, It seems to be a superstructure for prevention
of colds and snow blowing through the smoke hele an. ‘rom water
erosior and soll creep of the roof of the dwelling. The Mivhs'
undergroanc dJdwelling has some charasterimtios also of the balagan
complex, as it has pesta-beams arrangement to keep the roo' of

vertical timberas in place.

{Lhe entire cope of tundra aad teica or norihern «: vifor-
ous forest, of lurasia, vas iuhobilel oripinally by it-l ane
dvellers, hunters of the laleolithic c. Their iype »f dwellin.
gurvived on peripheries of nortlicrn lurasia, to be supplas budd

elaewhere by other ones that have evolvecd gince the llcpeolithie.
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CHAPTHR YXIX

THE ALTANA COMPLEX

Elbelon.~ Its com-
binations.~ Origin.-
Distribution.

Haltan or altama complex involve numerous types of dwel-
lings resulting of ecombinations of a simple wind break and their
further evolution., The wind bresk suggests for a very diatent origin
further to the south, where similar dreaks are known, in a more
southerly latitude with aridity. The Australian wind shelter may
have common sncestry with the Yakut and Manchurian and Ugric type
known a8 e 1l b e 1l e n; its synonym h al tan or aldtanaea

was adopted to denote the whole complex.
The elbelen s a type of a most primitive habitation,

being merely a wind protection, and a one-sided rain protection.

The other three sides are exposed to wind and rain, therefore it

- 111 -
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is erected in a faslion where the roof is facing the prevailing

direstion of winds,

A classical elbelen rests on two posts, each with a fork
on top, and a pole laid on the forks. A Yakut elbelen is then built
of vertical poles placed side by side on the ground and leaned to
rest on the horisontal supporting pole. The cross-pole may get an
occasional side support, either to reinforce ome of the poats or

elsewhere.

An Ugric elbelen is finer., It has a similar skeleton,
but the roof-wall is made of less than & dozen vertical popes on
vhieh sheets of bark were laid. A harth was just outside of the
roof at the middle of the length of the house, ao as to permit the

smoke to go up without smoking in the tent.

There were two ways in which evolution proceeded. A short
wall was added at the end of the side of the tent, thus the former
gide became & roof. The roofing poles were either extended and
bent, being at the same time wall posts and reof poles, or a new

set of wall posts were placed in the ground below the roof poles.

Puring the next stage two side walls were added to this
atructure, and atill later, a front wall. low, the bark on the

roof is proteocted by long horizontal poles - these being proto-
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dypes of the 3 1 e g conatruction known from the Finnic cottages
« 4he prete-slegs being held in place by poles driven into the
ground slong the side walls. Theirsis & double function for they
alee keep the wall bark in place., The front burk was atretched
between several poles., Tops of the posts crossed the vertical

roof poles. The door was fitted from this side, showing that the

traditienal entrance was free of wall in the anecestral type.

Amgther type - found besides the Ugrians elso among the
Tangues - teok shape when two elbelens were place eside by side,
yoi with reefs apart, which permitted the amoke to leave the pre-
mises at will. A smoke hole in the altaras evolved from that
opening. The two elbelens shared a cosmmor harth i» hetween. : one
set of forked poste ie known also for & similar structure, byt
then the opening as such was not necessary, snoke found its way
through small holes in the roof and in the sides. The Tungusz

eovered one of the sides with some ¢loth, whieh served slso as

a door.

another type resulted from placing two walled on ihree
sides elbelens alengside. The roofs were joined, =nd a smoke hole
of amall zize appeared. The door was found on the narrow sidse,
zeminding of the formerly open space between the two befere their
growing-tegether took place. I p a r o g s or the crossing of

the roef peles at the crect appeared whenever twe shelters were
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Joined. House of this type is found throughout the raleoasian
territory on the Amur and in the Palecocasian Archipelage (the
Kuriles, Sehalin and Yezo or Hokkaide). We know that the paleo-
asiatie race atretches far heyond the Puleocasian speech , we
suppese that they lived in most of what is now Siberia before the
Uralie expansion in this part of Eurasia; the earliest Paleoasian
skeletone were of paleoasiatic race. This evidence is suppoerted
by the Ugrie and Tunguz dwellinge, partcularly by the described
above Ugric honees on the Ob, The elbelen and its derivatives
appears to be residual form of former culture of the ;‘alecasian
Siberdd. Although the west-Uiberian, und again, esst-uibcriun
n:.nifestations of this complex seem to be vexry distantly oeccuring
phenonene, it is e.ay to deduce inierrelaiionships between them,

end their eocmmon geneais.

It is safe to reconstruct this mueh. The Yakuts adopted
the elbelen from the Tunguz, whe in turn received the type irom
some former inhabitants, Yaleoasiates or the Uralian con uerora.
The Ugrians on the other hand adopted the complex from the former
population, the i'alecasians lhemsclves. They forgot anbout their own
Uralic chum, From the Ugrians the :inns adopted the slegs. ierhaps
even such a typically Slavie feature of folk architecture as the
sparog may be of raleoasion origin with the Ugro-i/inns s lunterme-
disries, But these conalderations lead out of ihe province of

nomad populations el Norihera iurasia.
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A house of the Ulche, a Tunguz nation on the lower Amur,
has a forked pest on hoth short sides of the walls, uder the main
horizontal pole and each sleg. This time, though, the slegs are
resting below the roef covering of bhireh bark, on which there are
poles laid perpendicular ly to the roof pole; the poles croass
each other in ferm of numerous aparogs. The doer is on the shorter
side beside the forked suppwrt post., The smoke hole is on one side
of the longer extent of the roof, not in its crest. It reflects
further on the composite origin of the house; to the fire pluce
iust outside of the elbhelen. It is a much larcer house than that
of the Urrians, It ie taller, too, and generally -lows zome influ-

ence of the semi-permanant fishermen who live there.

A similar, but more prémitive structure is fourd among
the Tunguz of the Negidaley nation ef the lower imur, where the
forked posts are extending beyond the walls and thers lend aupport

to the main beam 2and slegs.

snother type of house evolved from the two walled elbe-
lens placed side by side, with the hole in betweon them, sharing
the same harth. %When the structure becarme joined with bent poles,
leaving smoke hole enly, no sparegs ire possible but a /ently
curving roof. Vither this or any of the formerly deseribed homes
of the elbelen complex must have been shared also by the Punparians

before their departure for the Fannenian sterpe in Central Hurope
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more than ten centuries age.
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CRAFTER XXX
THE PILE DWELLINGR

Bast Asian palefites.-

Swiss lake dwellings., -

Clay wmedel of Professor
Exoazm Majewaki from Fopudnia.

FPerhaps most typical among the pile dvelliugs in Herthern
Eurasie are those of the Paleossians. They survived in Lastern, ..
Biberia until the beginning of the XX¥ cemtury, te be repluced hy the

more modern log cabins adopled from the Hiberian Slave.

¢, The Itelmens of southers Kamchatka Feninsula wully glat-

forms on up to nime piles driven into the ground with a ladder lead-
ing te the platform on ene side, oppesite the enirance to the house.
On that platform a tall cenical test, sometimes of sking, sometimes

of graas, was erected, There was also a walkboard around ithe tent

on the platiorm.

The Koryak #isbermen built also pile houses. Thedr:plat-
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forms atood on peles assembled in tripods, seweral to a platiorm.

In addition, the walkboards were fenced with aniry barriers built of
herizontal peles. These walkboards were like little elevated yards,
rishing nets often dried on the barriera. extonding dowr to the rround.
On the platforms stood elongated or pyramidal structures o? verticul
rlanke, appearing very irregular, yet presenting & fairly home-

geneous picture when compared with the other ones.

Some 0f the other Xamohatka pile dweklings steod on plat-
forms tetally occupied by the main house of rectangular shape. Thot-
ched roof o2 both sides of the longer side of the rectangle was hel’
by herizontally luaid uncut poles, some exteanding bLeyornd the roofda
end, the others being shorter than the roof. The two other sides of
the rectangle were ocecupied by walle. The piles were driven onm cach
end and in the middle of the house. The posts supportaing the roof
in the middle were the longest, others held the roof from the side
to prevent its aliding. Thuas, unlike the twe former kinds of j;ile
dwellings, the piles were incorporetied right into the main living
structure, as its supporting postd. The doorway was in one of the
narrover side of the rectangle. And the whole houses were rather

tall, perhaps as & precaution from floads andﬂor wild enimals.

Some borizental poute joining the piles can be seen as an e.deu
strengihening to the existing structure. Uheze iz wn intoresting
kypothesis put forvard as av explanation of one ol the origins of

a cottage or ezbim in comnection with thosc horizontal beams. It
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was }resented By Jrofessor oni.towskil' .ho tarleined tiaotenvoring,
of the piles wit! side planks or j;oles Lelow tue house, o:irinally
for ,rotection of the harth from winds was imstruic ntel i, . ki

of & mo'cr: house.

ihe palfitea aswe know them in astern ‘iberi. are . doubt-
edly vem . nts of a widely spread way of home budl. in; iv oibesia,
.elic forms of sueh buildings can be foumd ém the form of ambara
- Sibericon granaries of today, .nd ir coll ztorc-e hoxes on stilts.
I+, seem 1o be 0. routh isi.n crigin, Yo diberi. they roh-bly
came nlonr tle e.tierc maritime covntry, 't is ve earl, te say
whetler they vwerc breurht by seme mwig. ating v or were simuly

borroved without .lLi¢ melium of po-.a:etion s .ifting.

There are also pile dwellings knoewn in the western p.rt of
Jort crn Eurasis, in Switzerland, Folemd and the ‘kriiy . ive l-iter
are Zouwvn enly from elay medels, in particular, the hest ! ..., in
the outside, house on stilts desoribed by Proefessor rauu /'ajowii
who finansed the expedition to Popudnla.l Frofessor Childe iu
the ocsinfon that the piles are only legs of the clay toy o .uclely
and - ¢ mot liznititun$.a The othor palafites from Hurc, a8 vell

;.8 those from the .:~dels ore ihoge of the settled po uludlial,

lyﬁjeﬁski, (razn, in "_utatowit®, Vel. .I%, p. 101, ¥Wel, I, [ .150.

Y
“Childe, V. G., The Newr of Zurcpean  ivilizaiion, a3. eid.,we s llu-
140.
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CRAPTER XXYI

DWELLINGS ON WHEELS

Clay models from antiquity.-
Gypsy wagons.- Sporadic
ocourrences in Asis and

Burope.

According to Childe1 already the Aryans, that is the Indo-
Irani.n bruneh of the Indeeumwopean family, while still reaming the
Ukrainian, Kozak and Kasak sieppes used the wheel dwellimgs in the
form of a ehuek wagon. Often it was ornately deeorated with buttons
and shewed high degree of worlm:nship. The covers were either tei-
tiles or bhides., whole family must have lived and travellied in those
covered wagons. They were probably ueed also for warfare. The
Soythians are known to have continued the tradition of their fore-
fathers, since we knew some medels of scythian origin of the covered

WA gOon.

Also the Gypeies, being related {o Lhe Heyiiwnas, corry

lchilde, V. G., ZThe &rowth of Culiure i . urburic EBurops, op. oitu.
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the o0ld Aryan tradition. They did not stop using the the covered
wagon as a house. They cover it with light coloured fubric. They
roam seldom in northern latitudes, preferring steppic linds of
Eurssis and the countries of the Mediterranean. They were nearly
2ll exterminated by the Germans during the World #ar II. Some still
survived from the Cerman genocide, they abandoned however thejr
old wandering way of life. With the new duiy tu regenmerate, they
changed to sedentary life, sbandoning their hounses on wheels. The
Gypsy wagons resembled very much the American pioneer covered

carts, with which they are genetically related.

In fsie's center spoeradieally we find houses on wheels.
They arc usually something extraordinary, reserved for the reyalty.
One example is that of the powerful llongol ruleras of the impire
days who erected an ornamented, rich felt yurta om a round plat-
form with a fenced board walk im fromnt. It had a double purpose,
to permit the driver to stand and to let the oceupant of the
tent to stay there as well., There four wheels, two om each seide,
and twenty oxen to pull the moustrosify. The pulling force was
arranged in two raws, ten in esch. Additional drivers walked along

when the ruler moved.

In Asi~ Minor certain poddlers may alse huve o house on

wheels, including their workshop. The articans iudivi vul invention
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should be coredited for this, however, more tham a losul custom.

Therefore it can not be regarded as general.

4 hundred years age, im vieinity of Yoznan in western
foland the firct prototype of a mederan twaller wae builc, 11 was
erected on a farm, by a farmer named Drzyua[a. the reaszon for
building the trailer, hxvce kuown as "Drzym:fa's <agon” was peliiical
one. The Zermmne who ocecupicd ithnt part of the country after the
defeat of *s.oleon aud his ally, the iceles, lorbude Joles to huoild
houses oa t"e grouwid. * wagon iu iier=.: lew was net techrically &
house, -nd the 4ouse om wheels von o victory, becoming a symbol
of literty. .t is merely an interesting episode in the hiztory of
Louses on ..eels, but it can not be regarded ss a habit:tion of &
nomad jopulacion, therefore has t¢ he mentioned only cagually ir this

book.

Today only the Gypsies -~ and that ir a relie form, since
thiey kave peruanent guartere by new, putting their wagone whiel~if
survived irem cestruction by the Ceri..ns-ia *loir haelr yrrds,
preser.~ houses on vheels im mor horn Vuresia, Thoee hounses definiti-
ively ;o back direetly to the model of their Ary:.. wncestors as

shown hy the excavated evidence.
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CHAPTRR XXXII
BYELLINGS ON SLFDS

Origin.~ Distribution.

It 18 knowa to the 8iberian Slava asd the native Hiberian
pepulstion under the name of b a l o k., It is a very simple, box
like house, built of beards, elongated. It is pulled by reindeer,
The sled heuse is a very useful type of & dwelling for the northern
latitudes. It is not necessary to pitch it every time the camp is
built, and yet it ie in its entirety portable, being at the same
time a shield for the young ones and property frem atmeaspheric

conditions,

Its origin is probably modern, It is aseribed to the
8lavs of Siberia as originators, Of course it 1s mot reatrictad
today to that group of inhabitants of Siberia, but is used Ly the

natives as well.

It is found amomng the northern Yakut people, the Iolgure
and in the neighhouring region. The Taymyr 'eninsula ia richesi in

this type of dwelling when eompared with other parts of s5iberia,

- 123 -
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The skeleton is o freme with many connecting plenks,
built of plenks whioh in America would be called "two~by-fours”.
Thin 4t ie covered with hidea frox the outside. The roof is
gently convex, The balek has twe reapers, eurved i: front so as
not to catch in a hole or ebstasle:on tho path. The door is
located in one of the lﬂtr sides 0!‘%“0 h‘llo. 1t has elso one
ém 11 windew fcecing the tmt, to previde lot m looking after
the herd shile at stopd or aleng‘the ny Furnifure in beloke is
sir;le, but definitively of modern affiihtlon. Simule bed facing
1l cl. wall, e teble, a stool are the essentizl items. Apparently

it b 8 to do eomething with the n:tives and i‘ussians in administra-

tive or other ise above~average positions in the rnomadic nerthland,
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CHAPTER XXXIIX
THE BOAT DWELLINGS

The ilimkas of the Kets.-
Gther peripheral houses
on boats,~ Junks,

An intercsting howse is found ameng the ket nation in the
Yentsey valley. 1t is "longhouse” erected on a boat. The beat
itself, measuring up te 15 meters in length, is known to the
local DLuegians as an 1 1 i m k a » The longhouse is built of
poles, sttashed with their ends to the sides of the beat, yet
permitting a {vee passage mlongside to the inbabitants, The poles
are connected with unbent oneas laid en tep of the others, and the

whole skeletor is covered with birch bark asheets,

The living quarters was situated in ene half of the
sheltered area, separated with a partition fxom a magazine or o
stock area. The door led to the living section, vhich wasn

considered « maturally - to bs the first im impertance, and the
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storage room beling the second. A tall mast stood in the middle of
the boat, to support a bread, squarish szil, fastened on additional
supperts and ropes. The saill was put in place during winds only,
being stored away in time of celm and/or "nuriing" - along the

bank of the river -~ side by side with other ilimkaa.

The bdoats used the river enly sleng the banks, the
peeple « in company of their dogs - resorted to cres only in
harder situations enseuntered on thedr course. Certaln iror part:.
were used for the upper part of the mast, where 1t mot ihe other

sress-~hoans.

Although the boats used = river, yet they Lad unot a
flat hottom, the river being one of Siberia's largesit, and the
boat being of fair zigze, the lets zad te get used to navigation.
Although thoy 2re a small naotion, yet ilimkas are not used by
them all. Its geograpbical distributien was limited to the
seuthern half of their nation, although both i. the main volloey

of the river and on its tribut.ry, ile  odliamornvays Tungusho.

Wher enchoring at the bank, some dozen or merxe ilimkas
for e meoving "settlement”, ench boat projecrcd a post »ith viien

it wes attached to a shorter one on the banl, Joy lenger trips
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the heavy ilimkas became pretty and light, swiftly travelling
with all the goods and animals from a settlement to 2 settlenent.
Although the ilimkas are grouped rather with the larger hoats,

thaey remind ore ol Chinose sampana.l

Further to the south and upstream from the et domain
of today, in a mixed tervitery ethnieally spealking, but definitive-
ly with the Hussians being the meat numereus, and dominant,
natienality, on the Yoenisey river near the town ef Irasnoyarsk
sinilar bYoat dwellings were enceuntered. This time, bewever, they
were the dwellings of the Russiesns thnmaclvtl.’
In the same area - poasibly the one further to the

nerth was ment - it was said that the natives dwell in boats.:

It is interecting, that the eihnic makeup of the vicinity
of Lrasnoyorsk has changed - it wes formerly a .et urea - bul the

dwelling type survived .mong lhe new masters of the 1-u.,

1Lovin, M. 6., and i, . Yotapov, Narody -ibiri, op. eit., pp.

aPeruomul communteation «ith Irofeasor logdau Maborski.

S1nid,
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Some sporadically-appearing dwelling bests could 1.
located alse on the /wmur river in esutern bibheria. Put it ie Chinae
‘. ~»t has its housec on bo ts, the jniws, by the th.: =.z on hoil

maejor rivers.,

It is interesting to direst attention to t:c f.ct, " .t
both tl.e -ets and the Chinese belong to the aame lin u.istic f.u-ily,
separat~d early frem their kinanon.l It is knewn tha ihe ‘ois
lived furt ~r south than their present hadbitat, and that i’
C*inece, -inilarly, lived fusrther towards the Oebi dezert. The
similarity betwoen the junk and the iliwmks may be super:icial,
yet it is, ot 'ic sanme time imntri;uing, t"at the only difforence
between them is that Jui.lu are eccupied all »eur veua., ‘hile

the ilin%a is a strictly eunumer rosidinev,

IMile 5.1y Op. Cit,
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CHAPTER XXXIV

RESULTS

General considera-
tions.~ Summing up.

Ve found out from the foregoing that it is posaible and
useful to establish house types on genetic basis in northern Zura-
gla, and on the bagis of their distribution and present-day associa-
tion with ethnelinguistic groups to theerize about their former amsse-

ciations and ways of expansien,

Although, in general, we found relatienships between natu-
ral zones of tundra and taiga with the shalas, and yurta with the
steppes and desert, we found also that those resulte are net abso-
lute, and that with migrationas of peoplos new ways were introduced
in the building custems of the region. 0Or, thet the old way was
nodified to suit tastes of the newcomers, nut net disappearing

altogether; often old and new types existing side by side.

- 129 -



- 130 -

Since the remote antiquity of the ice age, during the
peri-glasial paried of aouthern Siberia's history, in the Upper
Paleolithie times lived a population dwelling in semi-subterrunean

srototype homses to most of the later nomadie habitations.

Now, in Mesolithic times, out of that protoiype evolved
twe types of tents: yurta in the asteppe and shalaas in taiga. This
ehalas - & coniecal tent -~ came weat for the first time with the
people known to archaeologists under the name of their material
culture Tardenoisian-Swiderian, belonging teo the laponoid race.

A seecond wave of the shalas carriers arrived during the Meolithic,
characterized by the Comb Culture; they pushed the former people
to the north; they were predominantly palecasiatic, racislly. while
they belenmged to two different racesz, they were all members of the
Uralian linguistic family. The first wave of immigrents to PFurepe,
the shalas dwellers, were preobably of Samoyedic affilintion,
having reindeer along, although it could not have been fully
domesticated yet. They most likely proceeded astraight from the
Sayan mountains, apparently the Uralic eradle, and native habitat
of the reindeer. They may have wandered westward south of the
Ural mountains. The ico retreated northward, and the landascape

was early peat-periglacial,

The second wave were VUgre-iinns, who sasimilated many

among the former peepls, pushed the others northwards. The rom-
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nants of the Mesolithioc population retreated te northern Fenmo-
scandis and dwe known as Lapps. A part of them, however, contrary
te the Lapps whe adopted one of Finmnic languages, moved cast along
the dorderlands of the two zones, taige end tundra, and colonized
the morth of Siberia, reaeched the 0duls, whom they assimilated.
The fermerly Faleocasian 0Oduls adepted from them alse the chum, In
additien to spreading this type ef habitation in Siberian, the

Uralians introduced the reindeer in the same general zene.

The Uralians lived always in chums, except the ainnsl
whe very esrly adopted the Indoewurepean log sottage, changing the
real conatrustion upen contact with the sleg technisue of their
neighbourse to the east. Chum is almost identical with the way of
house building emong the Lapps, Samoyeds, Oduls and others. But
it alse became the prevailing type - evelvimng into regional types -
among the comtemporary lraleoasians and Hekimos, undoubtedly with

the Uralisnized Oduls as intermediaries.

It 13 evident that the raleoasians before the advent
of the Uralians used to bnild their habitetions in yuite another

way. There the palafitiec struetures present in their former lande

ldg La Blache, Vidal, in laborski, B., and A. wrzosek, Antropogeso-
m&’- DD e Qitc' P 201,



- 132 -

and the altans complex witness this statement. The latter became
adopted by the Ugrian part of the Fimmo-Ugriamns, From ithe Ugrians
the Finns adopted the sleg technique of building, or - who knows -
perhaps from the formerly living there 'zleoasions themselves.

The house types of the altana complex are definitively not of any
western origin; there are certain indications that they are similad
te those of the south-cast Asia and the archipelagoes between the
twe continentz of Asia and Australiz. leed motting is only one
thing in common, among meny other traits, found among the Faleo-
asisn iinus and peeples further to the south. The bunks, central
communel fire place, central hall and nuclear family compartmenta

indieate so.

The Altasian family, itbat is the Turkie, Homgolic and
Manehuric nations, from aboriginal times use rll kinds of yurtas.
Altheugh it has a common origin with the chum, it Is a definively
of steppic origin., With the Alteion expansions the yurtas went
to many new lands. The Manchurian Tunguz moved north, without
taking their cousing' civilization. ihen they colonizcd Central
and Lastern Siberia, but principally the Lonoa dusin, they readily
adopted what was on the market. In terms of housing it was the
coniecal shalas, chum, either of bark, logs in the taiga, hide in
the north, and skins in the south, and its vuricoties, which they
may have evelved, like the wrasa~like chum and the urssa. They

had no chance to borrew the pit-house from the fislhermen on the
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shore, climate deing nlrondy warmer and the foresi life being uoat
adaptable to the tent. They did net berder on the alecasians who
8till dwelt in pit-houses, who by that time were pushed further Lo
the east. They did aot borrow the yurta from ithe Yakuts, for the
Yalmts were still fostering tha Balkal lakeland as their home.
Through getting ir thuch with the Uraliana, the Tunguz obtained
reindeer and the shalas, thus becoming perfeotly cdapted citizens

ef the morthern coniferous forest.

The gsecond .\ltaian wave in the north brought with the Ya-
kuts their type of habitation, hut it changed appearance: it ums
not any more : portakle home of the steppe, but a semi-perm.ment
log yurta, the idea of logs was prob:bly borrowed from the iimma,.
The Yakuta adopted readily other typee of tuijs habitations as well
a8 keeping their own, The standardization of iheo interier ef their
homes dates back to the times already after thair arrival to their
new homeland. There homes without the improvements of a log chimney

as evidence of pre-Yekut dwellinga.

Yurtas expanded with the Turks and Halmuks to the weat
as well, wherever those nomads went. ’'he black felt roofe of wsome
Turkestani and Azerbaydzhani yurtas are related to the bleck tents
of the Tibetan nomads, Some south-west Ssian traits, like reed walls

and adobe were adopted in the Central /sian yurte architecture aas well,
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The study of house types and their geographical distri-
bution solved many e mystery pertaining te the history of ane as-
peet of the material culture of the 014 ‘ierld northlands. lLielative
ehronologies were possible to be reconstructed for individual comp~
lexes of types; the time has not come yet for an abselute tying
of ull the evelutionary evidence inte an absclute chreneolegy for

the dwellings and their ecoupants of norti'.ern rvuraasie.
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of rural Europe: the log cabinm, sleg teehmique and gparogs were
found to be of interest to the nomads aas wall as to the sedentary
peoples of Furope.

1 that the

Finally, there are definite indicationa
American natives' dwellings, the longhouse and hogan, the iglu
and kiva, wigwam and a tipi, are all the New torld projections

of the Siberian nomadic habitations.

A1l that is & challenge; all should be further investi-
gated, And this time it will be poasible to base the findings on
actual field-work rather than scientific contributions, since
much of the research will have to bhe conduected within the frontiers

of the free world.

IZahoraki, Jeramy, sholistic View of North American Archacology,
Hanmasceript.
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ABSTRACT

There are two principal broad groups pf hpuse itypes in
Northern Eurasia: the shalas, with its most characieriastic conieal
tent having the supporting poles srossed at the upex; and the
yurta, a walled, heoped cupolar dwelling. Both have evolved from
2 semi-subterranean Upper Paleolithic prototype ir a periglacial
environment of southern Siberia. The semi-subterrancan dwelling

survived in the north-eastern periphery ameng the fishermen.

The shalas, being principally ef timber and bark
consiruction, is a typical dvwelling of hunters of the taige -
the bereal ceniferous forest; while the yurta is ite easily
portable connterpart of the wide open apaces, the steppe. The
former is of a decidedly Uralian origin, and it aspread alongside
its Uralise users during their !'eseo- and ‘'colithic expansions.
The latter was originally associated exclusively with the Altayan

people, and until today is their favourite home; even though
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they may be away from their former sterpie hobitat, like the

Yakuts of northern geographical latitudes,

A third bioad group of houses of another oricin is the
altaona cemplex. It oririnnted from a simple wind shelter and its
various caembinationa. It ig & trait characteristic fox Lle
faleoasian people. They are also assoecisted with pile duellings.
Heat of blboria manif.sts this type of srchiteciure, jprineipally
in a residual form of non-halitable farm luvellings. .leed Llctching
a8 waell as structural eloments indicate that the dwelli:pz :ere
introduced from warmer habit.te furiiexy woufth, which may be

generally classified as jsumtroasiam.

Lertain .froasian elements also can be detectod in the
socuth-vestern part of Northern Luresia. .erhups {the round huts of tro-
pical sfrica, snd the characteristically “esopotamian rred tents sxer-
ted imfluence on certain structural elements of th. ventral

Asian yurtas.

Fioally, the Indoeuropcan lo; cabin, via its innic
podification, appeare to be one of the wmost recent sucitions
to the house type inventory o. the forest vone of iorthrrn

Furasie.



