
000710 

s ?-z. 

NOMAD DWELLINGS OF NQETHEEN EUMSIA 
AND THEIR GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION 

by Jerzy Zaborski 

^w uum ,ĝ > 
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NOMAD DWELLINGS IN NORTHERN EURASIA 
AND THEIR GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Existing literature.- Need 

for a. synthetic study. 

Although the literature pertaining to the subject of 

hums* habitation, building* and settlement in northern Eurasia 

ia particularly vast, there is a general lack of a synthesis. 

The writers - being primarily interested in singled out topics 

ef leaser iapertaaae - have collected many miner, though factual 

pieces ef information, and have analysed those isolated individual 

phenomena in detail. Individual explorers and researchers had 

their main interests concentrated on other subjects; while 

describing native dwellings exactly and well, they did not produce 

a complete picture ef human habitations. 

The ethnographers have provided us with interesting 

contributions towards understanding of dwellings among our 

1 -
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centempcrcries ef northern Suraaia. It was already in the XVII1^ 

eontury, hewever, much before thcce contributions appeared, that 

preliminary studiec were cenducted only to be followed by those 

3 of the XIX* century Investigators. The land was of passing 

4 
interest also to the historians. It was the scientists oi the 

XX& century, however, who permitted further insight into the 

Bogoras, W., Elements of Culture of the Cjroumpoplar Zone. 
"American Anthropologist", Vol. 31, pp. 529-601, 1929. 

Czaplicka, M. A., Aboriginal Siberia. Oxford University Press, 
Oxford, 1914. 

Jochelson, W., Peoples of Asiatic JAussia. American Museum of 
Natural History, New York, 1928. 

2 
Pallas, P. 8., Boise duroh yereohiedene Provingen des Bussischen 
Reiches. 3 vol., St. Petersburg, 1771-1776. 

Hue, M., Travels in Tartary, Thibet and China, translated by 
W. Haslett, 1844-184*. 

Levshin, A. I., Description des hordes ot des steppes des 
Klrghiz-Kazaks. Paris. 1840. 

Radloff, A., Aua Slbcrien. Leipzig, 1884* 

Sierossewski, ff., Yakuty. St. Petersburg, 1896. 

4 
Parker, E. H., A. Thousand Years of the Tartars. London. 1924. 

Skrlne, F. H. B., and £. D. Boca, The Heart of \eia. A History 
of Russian Turkestan and the Central Mmnates Jrom the Earliest 
Times. Londod, 1899. 
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problem in their monographs and enabled the ethnologists to genei-.il' 

ise such informations and to coin hypotheses and theories explaining 

how those dwellings originated." ihe architects h ve studiec the 

subject from a structural point oi view and analysed its planning 

Baddley, J. F., Luaaia.. Mongolia. China. 2 vol., London, 1913. 

Bogoraa, \<», The Chukchee. \nthropolot)iorl Memoirs, .uuerican 
Uuaeum of Natural History, Mew York, Vol. 11, 1904-1009. 

^arruthcrs, D., Unknown Mongolia, 2 vol., London, 191;. 

Csaplicka, 2,. A., TIi» Turks ef Central Asj,a. Oxford University 
Fress, Oxford, 1916. 

Hudson, A. 2,, Aaaak Social Structure. Yale 'Tnivrsity ' arers in 
Anthropology, »o. 20, 1938. 

Jocholson, 4., The Koryak. Anthropological Kemoirs, American 
Museum of Xatxu-al History, Low York, Vol. 10, 1805. 

Jeohelsoa, W., The Yakut. Anthropological rapers, American 
Museum of Natural History, New York, Vol. 33, 1933. 

Lattimore, 0., The hon^ols oX liaachuria. 193*. 

Montandoa, G., An pay3 des Ainou. lias so- et Cie, 1'aris, 19LJ7. 

Shirekogoroff, S. M., Social Organization of the Northern 
Tua^ns. Shanghai, 1929. 

Sieroszewski, W., iVanaecte let v Lra.jv i p-k̂ tow, "_rsav, 1%". 

» 
'v. Eicketedt, ti«, Raseenkunde nnd Rae3en^eachichte dor 
Menschheit. F. rinke, Stuttgart, 1934. 

Mossynaki, k., Kultnra ludowa tiitowian. Part I, Kultura >. to.v.^lna, 
Polska Akadeaia Umlejetnosoi, Krakow, 1929. 

Poniatowski, S., Etnografia iolsbl, Wiedza o lol'tce, \..-.rsau, I0;>L'. 

Poai&towski, J., 6 nowfo/ych postfc, tw etnplo;,',iii"Cga.so. iamo 
Geografiozne", 1924-19r.r.. 

Schmidt, V., and W. Xoppcrs, Volker und Rulturen, J. <abbel, 
Tiegensburg, 1924. 

http://genei-.il'
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aspects. The archaeologists have given us da to. as to the houses 

ef past ages* Finally, on the basis of comparative studies^ the 

geographers made valuable contributions in correlating the above 

information with their evn observations o;, tho natural i*n<l human 
4 

phenomena of the Earth's surface, and the travellers, both of the 

5 6 
XIX& century as well as of the XX& have popularised this knowledge, 

Pisseik, »., Bxotka eharakterystyka tradycy.jnych form architektury 
ludowej, Ze studiow nad budownictwea wiejskim, arsaw, 1957. 

Boriskevskiy, P. I., Drevneyshee proshlpe chelovechestva. 
AN SSSR, Mosoew-Leningrad, 1957. 

Childe, /. G., The Growth of Culture in Barbaric SUA ope, in 
Earmsworth's Universal History of the? World.edited by J. A, Hammer-
ton, The Amalgamated ireea, London, 1928, pp. 900-944. 

Childe, V. G., The Dawn of European Civilization. Kegan Taul, 
Trench, Trubner a Co., London, 1047. 

Busehan, G., Die 3itten der Volker. Vol. 2, Union Deutsche 
Verlagagesellschaft, 3tuttgart, n.d. 

r*einhardt, L., Kultargeschichte des Menachen. Vol. 2, Ernst 
r.einhardt, Munich, 1913. 

4de La Blache, Vidal, Princjpee de ccographis humaine. 
Colin, Paris, 1918. 

Dcbrynin, B. F., and E. M. Mursaev, /.arubeahnaya Aziya. 
Ministerstvo Proeveshchoniya RSFSR, Mosoew, 10G6. 

Lattimcre, 0., The Desert Road to Turkestan, London, 1JC6. 

Sykes, E., and P. Sykes, Through deserts and Oases of Central 
Asia,. London, 1920. 

Zaborski, Bogdan, and Antoni Wrzosek, intropoKcog;raf i;t. -ielka 
Geografia Powazechna, Vol. 3, Trzasky., F.vert i Mich&lcki, 
Warsaw, (1939). 

5Eockhill, #. W., Editor, The Journey of William of ?ubrattk, 
Hukluyt Society, London, 1900. 
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Despite sueh vast literature there exists a blank c;;ot, 

however, iu the knowledge of habitations of northern .urasia aiid 

their classification and distribution. 

Most research has been done by the slussians, particularly 

under the Soviet regime} it is reasonable, sinoe the Russians are 

a dominant nationality in that part of the world, Particularly 

valuable is the series describing ethnology of the whole world, 

containing alio chapters on dwellings of mankind. 

The amount of eoi/triVatioi-B iv the topic, i-Loû h rot 

being small, at the same time does not have a synthetic approach, 

in most of tKe v'orkc. 1-erLnps tLe best are monographs describing 

Tolstov, 8. P., Editor, Narody lira. AM S38H, Moscow. 

Levin, M. G., and A. J. Potapov, Editors, Narody Sibjrj, 
Mescow-Leningrad, 1956, In Telstov, op. cit. 

Klsljrakov, N. A., and Pershlc, \, I., Editors, Narody 
Perednoy Agjj. Moscow, 185<, in Tel.-tov, op. cit. 
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certain regional units and/or chosen problems,*" as well as some 

collections and handbooks - all of them boing results of 

scientific investigations by the Academy of Sciences Ox the 

Lnien of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

There are only a few contributions, however, attempting 

to present a developmental sequence. Therefore the need for 

such a synthetic approach is being felt in order to fill the 

gap in our knowledge of more than a fifth of land's surface, 

and nearly a fourth, excluding the lands with permanent ic-; caps. 

Okladnlkov, A. P., Yakutiya do priscddlneniya k russkomu 
gosadarstvn. Istoriy* Aakutskoy Asoli, Vol. >., .soscow-Leniagrad, 
1965. 

2 
Tckarcv, S. A., Editor, Vostochnoslavyanskiy efoograficheskiy 
abernik, Vol. I, AN SSBK, Moscow, 1956. 

°Tolstov, £. p., editor, Sbornik Mnzeya Antropologji 1 Ftno^rafii. 
Vol. XVII, AN SSSYJ, Moscow-Leningrad, 19C7. 

4 
Potapov, L. i'., and M. G. Levin, Editors, Sibirakiy etno^rafiches-
kjy sbornik. Vol. I, A/' ^obh, Moscow-Leningrad, 1952, 

Potapov, L, P., fditor, Bibl&skiy etnorrafichcoViy s/bornik. 
Vol. II, AW S3bR, Moscow-Leningrad, 1957. 

Popov, A. A., Ecchevftya ahian i tipy zhjlishch u ;olgan, in 
Potapov, L. V*, and )i. G. Levin, Editors, Sibirakiy eti\or.raiichcs-
kiy sbornik. Vol. I, op. cit., pp. 142-172. 

Sokolova, Z. P., K istorii zhilit3JJcha Obakjh U^rov, ".•)ovetsk.a.y>~ 
EtnografiyaH, No. 2, 1957, pp. 88-105. 
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According to the Soviet approach geography is divided 

into the physical and economic chapters. Human geography .a <a not 

belong to geographical soieueea iuidor the Soviet setup, lor this 

simple reason we shall net find oontributions to tie study of 

human dvelliags in the Soviet geographical literature to any 

great extent. This to^ic, however, has bee?; discussed by Jovict 

ethnographers. And alt! ou^h their approach 'lifters subsx.anlinlly 

Stndeneckaya, E. N., Spvrcmec.noye kabardjnskoye ghiliahoke, 
"Sovetskaya Etnografiyu", No. 4, 1948, pp. 105-123. 

Gafferberg, i,. G., Zhllishche Dzhemshidov Aushainskoiio • •-ayona. 
"Sovetskaya Ktnograliya", AO. 4, 1048, pp. 1£4T145. 

Kobychev, V. P., -kilishche narodoy vostocijaoao j.akabkaasyuT 
T XIX yoke,."Sovetskaya Btaografiya", No. I, 1987, pp. 57-76. 

Simoaeako, I. F".» '•lOl'aoanoyc Stroitclstvo v aakarpatskoy Qblasti, 
"Sovetskaya Etnogr&f iy;/', ho. 4, 1949, pp. 42-ii4. 

Ssmcylcvich, V. P., Kovri aarodnys prlaav dekcrativncgc nbrattatva 
v arhitckturc »elskogo zhiliahcha I3SSP. M3ovetsknya .^tnograf iya", 
No. 2, 1957, pp. 44-60. 

Sokelova, *. l . t ¥ istorli ahilishcha Obckih Uarov. op. cit. 

Rablnovich, M. G., Tom i nsadba v drewney MoskvegSovctakaya 
Btnegrafiya", re. 3, 1952, pp. 00-75. 

Voreaina, V. L., Zamstki o narodnoy arhjtekture yughuofr.o 
fadshikistana. "Sovetskaya iitnegrafiya", !>o. 1, 1957, pp. 138-145. 

http://Spvrcmec.no
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from a geographical one, it is very precise. The} arc net 

emphasising the iapertaaec of the distribution oJ the types 

and the corrclatioas ef the human habitations with the environment, 

and even with the human factors like historical development, 

social, ethnic aad the linguistic aspects. It is best evident 

in shorter contributions. 

All those numerous works, whilo undoubtedly being 

valuable and rich in data on our subject, have to be scrupulously 

studied and consulted though none covers the whole field of luis 

study. 

Chizhikova, L. N., rtuaskpye narodnoe ghllishche verluteffo Iovolahya. 
"Kratkie Soobsheheaiya Institute itnografii", Yol. U , 10G-T, 
pp. 3-14. 

Markov, G. £., Tipy osedloac ahiliahcha XurkmeniloroaiaskoEO Oazisa. 
"Kratkie Soobsheheniya Instituta ::tnoRra£ii, Vol. XXIII, 1955, 
pp. 46-68. 

Was 1 ova, G. S., and Chizhikova, L. N., axhitekturnye ukr&shenjya 
zhilishoha Vladiairskcy i Gorkovskoy Oblastcy. "Kratkie 
Soobsheheniya Iastituta tftnografii", Vol. XVIII, pp. 5-14. 

Vaynshteyn, S. I., Chum Podkamcnnottuuiusskih,Ketov. "Kratkie 
Soobsheheniya Instituta Ktnografii", Vol.,XXI, 19S4, pp. 39-:>. 

Vorobev, N. I., K isterli aelskoro zhillshcha u narodov areaneso 
Povolzhya. "Kratkie Soobsheheniya Instituta Itnografii", \ol. XXV, 
I960, pp. 3-18. 
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Mot only we do not possess a synthetic work presenting 

a elassificatiea of house types hut also there iJ a laok of 

distribution studies and cf eorrelations of those types vith 

natural conditions or cultural and national groups of the 

Eurasian aerthlands. 

"I-esearches of all the authors, 

mentioned till now, acquaint us with the 

appearance of kinds of situation and shapes 

of villages on the earth's surface. L.»e 

receive from them only general knowledge of 

relationships, which occur between villages 

and the physico-geographical factors, but 

not about their distribution on the globe, 

and its causes. 4hat is more important, 

they do not show a method for studying of 

those phenomena." 

6'hat Frofessor Bogdan i.aborski a .-.id about rural 

o 
settlements is also valid in respect tc types ef dwellings. 

^aboreki, Bogdan, Q, to*fjfraah Tit w Palace i, ,|,ch, iirJam^es*lYaisj4u, 
Fraae Koaisji Etnografieznej, No. 1, Pelska Akademia Umiejetnosoi, 
Krakow, 1926, (the quotation translated by Jorssy Zaborski). 
2 
Zaborski, Bogdan, Sur la forme des villagqa en jfolot,-,ne et laur 
repartition, in Zaboreki, Bo&dau, 0 .ke'gtaltach wgj... „ pp. 07-103. 
iaborski, Bogdan, Uber Uorfformen in ; plen and ihre. Verbreitting, 
Oateuropa-Institut, Wroclaw, 1930. "*" 
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There fo re , i t i s dcoccd e s s e n t i a l t . f i l l i:: a.icl: an ex tens ive 

gap i n our knowledge. This.; d e s i d e r a t e fccerio to Lo vary i-.uli tiiict! 

e s p e c i a l l y in the li£;ht of contemporary i n t e r e s t i n oi... uludy tf 

nortV^rn i .u rus ia , t o usJ.o t h a t u.i.'-r.c.T. ^,..:-t .;x the vo r ld eoi-^i-o 

favourably with the r e s u l t s f ron o the r continent, . ; . 

de A p a r i c i o , P . , I ' h a b i t a t i o n n ^ t u r c l l c flfttta l a provj.ij.qe de 
La ]'.io.ia. "La revue d-> pioographic hun^ine ei. (l ' ' ithnolf.L;ie'", 
l',o. 1, Vol . 1, 1048, j.'i>. 00-34. 

de D a i n v i l l e , J . , I l a b i t e t i o ^ c t typo.B dt- i«ou:.)loiaeat sur, la. 
r i v e o o s l d a a t a l a du Las J e h a d . ' j ^ revue de geographic hutxaine 
a t d ' e t h a e l o s i o ' , No. 2 , Vol . 1, 1048, pp . 50-'.'0. 

Faub lee , J . , A Madagascarr l ea v i l l a g e s bura . a i t e , n i t r a t i o n . 
e v o l u t i o n . " L a revue de geegraphie h u m i n e e t ^ ' e thno log ic* ' , 
Ho. 1, Vol . I , pp . 38 -53 , 1048. 

http://provj.ij.qe


CHAPTKR II 

MS® OF sJiKLVEB 

Needs and responses.-

Lack of determinism. 

It was already Professor Krasm Majewaki who has 

suggested - in the beginning of this eentury - the biological 

conditioning of culture. Some five decades later, Professor 

Earl Count, a physical anthropologist, suggested a biological basis 

2 
for social behaviour. It was only the fouader of the funetionalist 

school of ethnology, however, Professor Hronis/ew Malinowski, 

3 
a student of the famous Fraser, and a teacher of au.ny brilliant 

Majewskl, ,.razm, J rologoaena do oywjli&acji. Vol. 1, iVarsaw, 1906. 

'A lecture delivered at the University of Toronto, 1055. 

Frassr, J. G., The Golden Bough. 12 vol., Maomillan &. Co., 3rd ed., 
Leadoa, 1926, 

Malinowski, B., 8ir James George Frassr, A fljLofirapiiieol Appreciation, 
la Malinowaki, B., A Scientific Theory of Culture and other Essays, 
University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Tfill, 1944, pp. 179-221. 

- 11 -
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scholars (among whom a prominent place goes to the late Professor 

Gordon Brown - aa alert, scute thinker, the last of the real 

scholars among the Angle-Canadian anthropologists - whose work, 

though beiag theoretical, at the same time is in a direct 

relationship to field material ), who has defined basic needs of 

man as a biological entity and their cultural responses." 

Ascarding tc Doctor Malincwski, there are the following seven bale 

needst metabolism, reproduction, bodily comforts, safety, 

movement, and health.0 

"The brief statement b o d i l y 

c o m f o r t s refers to the range of 

temperature, percentage of humidity, and absence 

of noxious matters in contact with the body 

which allow such physiological processes as 

circulation, digestion, internal secretions, 

and metabolism to continue in the purely 

• w p — — • i ii i i m i ii i II 

Brown, G. C., Advanced Social Structure. Manuscript notes from 
a seminar taken by Jerasy Zaborski, University of Toronto, 19G5. 

o 
Ualinowskl, B., A. Scientific Theory of Culture and Other 1'ssays. 
University ef North Carolina Tress, Chapel Hill, 1944, f.• 91-119. 

Ibid., p. 91. 
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physical sense. Probably the range of temperature 

is the most significant element, since exposure 

to wind and weather, to rain, snow, or continuous 

dampness acts to a large extent through elements 

of temperature upon an organism." 

As a cultural response to this basic need the author 

2 
gives s h o 1 t s r. In other words, man - biologically 

motivated - responds in a way prescribed by the cultural behaviour 

ho haa learned. Thanks to hie culture, man does not look for a 

shelter when the immediate need arises, but prepares it well in 

advance. He does not have to re-learn the fact that he needs a 

shelter every time climatic conditions become unfavourable, 

because he draws freely from the rich experience and inventions 

of our multi-generation old cultural heritage. 

<e do not attempt to be deterministic, iu either 

direction, but merely suggest that biologic 1 conditioning oi 

•amtiuiea living organism is channeled iato the culture-prescribed 

behaviour. 

1Ibid., p. 02. 

2Ibid., pp. 91, 103-106. 
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According to Teofil Ciiodaid/o, a vell-knoto* ̂ tL»iogr<".p̂ e: 

of Yakutia, a protootion of the body from cliia&tic hardniiiy.B 

directed nan towards the invention and use of .:lotMu&, u u -

what follows - habitations, since tho latter i kind of clothing 

in a broader sense of tho concept. 

According to that scientist, clothing and habitation 

belong to tho meat important aspects of the cultural achievement 

2 
of mankind. 

Chodsid/o, T. , l&os,al«iO|le. U Jafortow, ] olokie Towarsyatwo 
Ladosmawoac, Lublin-Krakow, 1047, p . 91 . 

•-s^*p™»oj 



CHAPT::K H I 

E.VIJJONMilWI 

Climatic factors.- Soils 

and relief.- Vegetation 

sonos; tundra, taiga, steppe, 

desert| deciduous and mixed 

forest. 

Climate, soil, fauna and flora, and relief - all have 

contributed towards the shape human habitations obtained. In face 

of lack of natural rock shelters or oaves man had to devise for 

hioaelf a sufficient protootion from heat and cold, preoipitatioa, 

wind, insects and other animals* It could have been done out of 

tho locally available uaterial: earth, rock, sod, timber and 

other erganic mattor. Once invented, man passed the dwelling on to 

his descendants who modified and improved it through the ages. 

We have in northern Eurasia - the area of our study -

throe principal natural regions. They are a result of Many of the 

above-mentioned factors which do overlap and ciutually influence 

each other. Through climate wo have certain kind of soil and type 

of vegetation coverage, and topography, watch partly affected by 
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both of tho latter factors is most dependent on the erosion and 

deposition, which in turn aro a result of other ,hyaical forces 

including climate. Climate itself is controlle;'. mainly by the 

geographical latitude as well as tho distance from nearest large 

1 
body of water, and altitude. 

The natural zones form bolts running in the oe„:.t--? :A 

direction, more or less longitudinally (as contrasted with the 

predominant north-south direction in the dev World), across the 

Eurasiatic continent. The first of these, tho tundra, is least 

hospitable and uninviting; it is, in addition, very little 

productive. Tho tundra offers limited possibilities, lichens 

being tho sole fodder, to man and his domestic animals. There m 

hardly any trees found in this zone, tho vegetation being limited 

to small flowers, lichens and feeble brush. The tundra borders 

on tho Aretic Ocean almost all along its extent in yhe northern­

most '.nrasia. 

The zone of the lichen forest forms a transition from 

tho tuadra towards the boreal coniierous forest, it is a zone 

frequently used by migrations in the pant, permitting a aiven grou;. 

Smolensk!, J., Ziemia, tiakp pod/ose dalef1ow ludakoaci,. in 
Dabreweki, J,, 0. iialecki, M. lukiel, and :3. Lam, Editors, 
Wielka Historia Powssoohaa. Vol. I, frssaska, Invert i Wchal^si, 
Warsaw, 1925, pp. 25-47. 
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to utilise both sones with advantage. In broader classification 

tola soma may bo grouped with the taiga. 

Tho next sens, situated south of the tundra, is the zone 

of the northern coniferous forest. In southern Siberia the ever­

greens meet the steppe without a belt of nixed and deciduous 

forests, dominant in Europe's central core, south of the 

Scandinavian coniferous region. Deciduous and mixed forests save 

way largely to farmlands In Contra! Europe, while the taiga, being 

a more primoaval type of forest, is penetrated by open, cultivated 

land only gradually in northern and north-eastern Tlurope and in 

Asia. Trees offer timber and wood, provide natural wind shelter, 

bark, the underbrush is rich ia muahroona and berries, and the 

zone is rich in fodder, and fauna is plentiful. The taiga alone 

occupies perhaps what is the largest stretch ef land iu northern 

Eurasia. 

Between the forest and the steppe is a mixed region of 

trees growing in groves, while the conditions appear very prairie-

like. It is parkland; it con be included either with tho taiga or 

with tho steppe. Irrespectively of any classification adopted for 

this transitional zone, the pari:land, similarly to the lioheu 

Zaborski, Bogdan, Geographical Aspects of rjgratioae of Ethane 
Groups in Northern Suraaia. "Proceedings". VII1Q General 
Assembly, J£vTl*» Congress, International Geographical Ifcion, 
, asMngton, 1962, p. 550. 
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woodland, la a favorite route of migrations, giving tho nomads and 

wanderers access to both the taiga and the steppe. The Russian, 

Ukrainian and Kozak colonial expansion, conquest and settlement 

in Siberia proceeded along the parkland. 

"Whatever region is inhabited by tho 

tribe, the population tries to find within it 

the best possible conditions for life - close 

to gome, fish, and water and sheltered as isuch 

as possible from wind. Valleys of rivers and 

streams, foothills of mountains and plateaus, 

and limits of natural zones attract nigrating 

population". 

Further to tho south we have a zone of steppes. It is 

important to differentiate in this place between the two of its 

subdivisions. Short grass steppe being located fxirther to tho 

south has very little to offer, particularly during tho surancrs. 

The grass there is burnt out by the intensive heat and prolonged 

exposure to the sun. The long grass steppe, on the other hand, 

is groon all year round - oxcept for the months with snow cover, 

this being a cold steppe, therefore it dees occur - is an 

ibid* 
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enormous natural pasture. This zone 0troteb.ee from the ianuonian 

Plain, the Ukraine, Keaakia, North Caucasia, Greater Turkestan, 

Greater Ltongolia, Manchuria} from Central Europe across As:in to 

the Pacific Oaoan. In its western, European parts, tho ateppe 

has been largely ©©averted to cultivated land. It is a very veil 

pronounced sons, and is approaching the also - and certainly has 

played a greater role in history - of the taiga. 

South of the stoppio aono there are extensive deserts 

and semi-deserts, blouding gradually with tue short (,rass prairie. 

dxcept for the lakes' banks and river valleys the desert is a bad 

sone for human habitation. Nevertheless, men ef the steppes cone 

crossing the desert or visiting oases, and than, utilise the limited 

vegetation - in time of need - the desert is able to offer them 

and their boosts. 

Beth the steppes and the desorts are long streted.es of 

land* Contrary to the forests, the opes: load affords free r.ovarsout 

for those who want to take advantage, for trade, war or coloniza­

tion* 

Raviland, tf« »*, Forest. Stoppe and Tundra. Canbridge, 1526. 

http://0troteb.ee
http://streted.es
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This ideal symmetry of the arrangement of natural 

zones in Eurasia is upset by the existence or high mountain 

ranges. Those ranges are situated in Turkestan, Mongolia, and 

eastern Siberia. The mountains of Europe are of lesser 

importance for our study. On the southern periphery of our 

region, however, we discover extremely J-iigh altitudes, 

particularly in th«> Caucasus, and the Iranian ,.ad Tibetan 

i lcteau^. The conventional liinit separating Kurope x'rom 

Siberia follows the Ural fountains, from north to south. 

In the mountains we can find many of the above-

mentioned vegetation zones in vortical situation. The pastures 

and meadows above the forest zone in the mountains provide 

fodder during the summer, while valleys are usually usable 

for the same purpose in winter anonths. This ideal balance 

permitted growth of nomadic states in antiquity and the Mddle 

Ages, and when the conditions worsened, they exploded vrith 

numerous migrations. 

Aureus, ii., Wirtschaftsfcrmen and vaadschaft. Hamburg, 1927. 

de La Blache, Vidal, Los oondmons goygrfrpiuqoot des fai^s foo,iau*, 
"Annales de Geegraphie", Vol. 11, 1002, P a r i s . 
de La Blaohe, Vidal, Les genres do la vie dans la ^eo^raphie 
hmaaine, nAnnales de C-eo^raphle*, T';;ris, Vol. 20, 1911. 

Febvre, L. , a Geographical Introduction to ills tpry. London, IDdi,. 

Fordo, C. J ' . , Value,* in lfum%n Gep^rwhy. "deogrdphy"*. Vol. 13, 
Geographical Association, Manchester, 1911. 
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The Angara Shield to the treat and oroirenic forces 

to the east have sheltered the heart of Yakutia - the Lena 

Basin - from harsh climatic conditions, thus creating a 

situation favourable to a cold northern steppe. 

Zaboraki, Bogdan, U.S.?.!»,.. in 'amble, G. L. ';., and Dorothy 
Good, Editors, Geographyof the Northlands. American Geographical 
Soolety and John Wiley, New York, 1955, pp. 443-4d^, 'Jt»a\.tere 
22-26. 



CUAJTdd IV 

GL'OCILU IIICAL IddGIOND 

X&gional approach.-

r-egi onali zati on. 

A geographer, when undertaking a research project, first 

thing will attempt to approach the problem regionally. In the 

chapter on environment most aspects pertaining to vegetation zones 

yere discussed; now will come only a brief iddition of the 

physiographic aspects of regions. 

In Northern and Eastern Europe there are two ancient 

shields, known as fcermoscaadian and .East duropean, respectively, 

between the two there is a belt of lowlands with ;uarternary 

evidence of glaciation. The Urals separ*te two lowland areas, one 

that ef eastern Europe, the other the Ob Oasin, a rather marshy 

country of vestern Siberia. Further to the east there is Angara 

- 22 -
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Shield in Central Siberia. In between the Angara Shield and i:ast 

Siberian highlands there is the Lena Maain and Kalley. To the east 

lies the East Siberian Archipelago and Kamchatka ieninaula, the 

former composed of Sahalin, Yezu and the Isuriles; to the east of 

the peninsula there are Komandorske Islands, dinally in the 

Arctic Ocean there are the islands of the Arctic .rchipelago, and 

the cold, uninhabited Taymyr ieninsula. 

In the Turkestan î asin are deserts and stejpes, separa­

ted from the Gobi Basin further to the erst by Central Asian 

mountain ranges, blending into the Mongolian mountains and Trans-

Baykalia. The Caucasus, Iranian and Tibetan Plateaus and the north 

Chinese mountains form the southern limits of our regional interest. 

Korean Peninsula and the Manchurian Basin are south-eastern exten­

sions of the * ast Siberian ranges and the Amur lowland. All in all 

it ia the desert country in the basins of Jentral Aaia that mark 

the conventional, and geographical limit between southern and nor­

thern Eurasia. 



OHAlTtfii V 

'.AT OI' LIird 

lleindeer breeders.-

Forest folk.- Inatoralista.-

Parners. 

Tho subarctic tundra and north©rn-nost tai^a are 

inhabited by a people vfhose occupation is aonadic hording, and 

breeding of the semi-doiaosticated reindeer. This aninal is a blessing 

tc native population of those uahospitable northern regions. The 

natives throughout this zone of Eurasia use reindeer as a pulling 

force for their sledges, as burden animals for their goods, 

including tents, as animals used to rides or. rather leu^thy trips, 

and, what is store important, the animal serves to satisfy other 

economic needs of the population. It f;ives nilk, neat, its hair 

'Fordo, 0. J., Habitat., IIqQ.nomy gad Society, 'othuon, I onrf.on, 1903, 
pp. 352-368. 

Laufer, £.« The ifoiadoer and jrts. dopoBticatipft, "; euoirs
1', 

American Anthropological A«soeiation, !;&. 4, 1917. 

ITatt, 6., Kotos op Reindeer T>Qineijtiĉ tlio>n.''l
fenoirGi , Vo. 0, 

American Anthropological Association, 1910. 
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is woven, and hidee are employed both as clothing, for lining tents 

and for leatherverk* The Xuagus, in addition, ride their animals, 

while other northern nationalities refrain from this,except for 

ehildren. 

Depending on the season, the copies of the subarctic 

migrate, during the sumacr they move v.ith all their property 

northwards, to the tundra, which during that season being rich 

in fodder for their steak, stakes tho life reasonable. In winter 

they go with their reindeer to seek a refuge in the taiga, where 

the animals are able to find some food under the snow, and where 

the trees fess a formidable shelter against breath taking winds 

ef the northern open spaces. 

The reindeer survive very well in their wild state 

and are not fully dosesticated when captured. The wild ones at 

times join the deaestie herd, while some ef the dome a tic animals 

esoape frequently to join the wild animals, which are passing 
«•» 

near by. 

Fordo, op. cit., p. SCO. 

Zaberski, Antrouogoogral'ia. op. cit., pp. OC-97. 

2 S i r e l i u » , If. T.» Ubor, ehe Art gad foit ..dor iyoiaaunffi doe annnflier** 
"Journal de l a Soeiete finao-Ougrienao", Helsinki , 1 0 1 6 7 ^ ^ 
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This way of life predominate3 among the Lapps of 

Tenneeeandiei save for those who adapted a settled economy (Fig. 2), 

the Saaoyeds in northern Ural Mountains and in the Ob valley, 

among the northern groups of the Tunguz and Yakut nations of Central 

Siberia, finally among the Yukaglrs, Chukebos aad Koryak* ef Baatern 

part of the land. 

Deep in the forest sono dwell the Finns, between the 

Baltic, White Sea and tho European Great Lakes region, including 

eastern Fenneseondla, Estonia and Idol-Ural or the diddle Volgalaud, 

and the steppe to the south, the Ural range to the east. Other 

forest people) are the southern 8ssrayeds, the Kets on the Yenisey, 

the Tigris people of the western marshlands ef Siberia, the 

southern fungus, Takut and some of tho Palooasiaus, of the eastern 

Maritime Siberia. 

The Idel-Ural peoples, except for the Komi, live in a 

zone with considerable admixture ef deciduous trees, today are 

civilised tillers of the soil, foraerly wore preoccupied with 

Joahelsea, The Larvak. op. cit., Part 2, 1005. 
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various peculiarly forest occupations together with the taiga 

dwellers. The forest people ore predominantly hunters and tra^pera 

sinoe remote antiquity. They were nonada or semi-noraadio waving 

frea area to area following the game. Other forest occupations, 

requiring less nomadism, are tending wild bees, inland fishing, 

gathering Oi food. Collectivisation and susai&n exploitation of 

native economy - tsarist at first, Communist now - changed the 

organisation ef work and technique, but affooted but little 

loeal economies and habitations in the northern-most areas ef the 

Old World. 

Tho inhabitants of north-eastern Siberia, the r.s.'inos, 

the Chuljcheo, the Aleuts, the Koryak* and the Itelmens are largely 

fishermen and land-aneVsea hunters. The other Paleeasians, inclu-

ding the Ainos of the Japanese-held island of Hokkaido are 

fishers» 

The peoples of the steppe, td>e Turkic i,vA : onjjolic 

nations are neuadie pastor&liete - exclusive of tde settled, 

urban populations in their autonomous republics. They practice 

II 'i i • " I I 

•*• Hokkaido, I t s Face and Heart, n.d. 
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transhujaanee in the mountain valleys, migrate elsewhere from 

pasture to pasture. They inhabit the Turkestan and Mongolian 

atoppes, and the ateppio way oi life ia characteristic also of 

northern Iranian Plateau* south-eastern Oauaasus, the I almuk land 

in North Caucasia, and - the Lena Basin of Yakutia. 

Respite that large part of the stopple way of life 

penetrated aide iuto the intervening mountains, partioularly to 

north Longolian, central Turl:cstaui, and dcut-Iiorth durdic l^uds 

of the USciL, it rarely crossed the boundary oi' the forest zone. 

This way of life seem* peculiarly fit for dry regions. 

iinally, the Slave» the Bolts and the bcaadinuvians 

lead farming economy today* Their Indeouropean ancestors vers 

simple gatherers at the shores of the Baltic and worth deas 

during the Hesolithis Age alongside the axjcestors oi other 

Indoeuropeans who still lived together in their northern cradle. 

Baroett, Lincoln, The Growth of Society. 1,01,0 „of, fl^an, J'art III, 
"Life", No*, 8, Vol. 40, 27 February, WO. 

Rajewski, 2,, ed., Archeologia i pr,adgiei« A'ql.qki. i anstwow© 
Sak/ady Wydawnietw Szkolnych, Warsaw, 1057, pp. 116-117. 

Sulinirski, T., Polstea przedhlstorycEna, I art I, lolski 
Ohiwersytet na Obczyznio, London, 19SG. 
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After the onset of the farming and hording idods frou tho ISanuluau 

regions to the south, and after tho disporsal of ;lu Xadoouropoans 

across Surope, only tho Northern group rouaiuod, t̂ afc ia the 

oneesters of the Balta, Slavs and the Voutona, in thoir former 

settlements. The latter dwelled in icondinavia, diile the Balto-

Slavs lived on the southern and eastern shores of the "altlo, 

right down to the southern mountains." 3otii groups become farmers, 

but the Teutons - coming froa a less favourable environment -

resorted often tc wanderings. 

Intensive atudy of foraer settlement i*7io::s gradual 

4 replacement ox dorest ~by till open a^aoes. The studies of 

former settlement, farming and open spaces (?ij. 3) are done 

for the testers: vart of our area of study ouly. i rem the results 

Jaadsewski, Kenrad. Atjtaa to the, prehistory of the plays. 2 vol., 
Acta Iraehistorica Univorsitatis Loclzionsis, do. 1, Societas 
Seientiarum Lodsiensis, j£°ttJ5» 1040. 

"Jiileweki, T., Zarvs Josykognawstwa offolncgo. Part II, Vol. 1, 
Vol 2 (bilingual legend on maps), Pololde Tovaraywtwo Ludoznawc ,e, 
Lublin-Krakow, 1043. 

Kestrsewski, J,, Les Ori/d-aes de la civilisation polonaise. 
Presse Univeraitaire, Paris, 

4Hennis, Alfred, ĵf̂ ff dor „ftriefermon des ,,Konî re|ohB, ftachso^, 
Deutsche ffrdc-. XI, Justus Perthes, Cotlm, Ii>l2. 

GLeipoldt, J,, in Pieradaka, K., MllsJct j pofadniowe glomlc 

fftf^1^.* d f l b i * a ^ P a n < t - i l " 0 l a k i < > j V X 1 X I ^ P 1 ^ ' "Slasfc", 
Ho. 10, Vol* 1, December 1046. 
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we oan see tha t while Scandinavia remained semi-£>odentary and 

per iod ica l ly sending away waves of migrants to the r icher , more 

southerly regions, the eiamountaineous region of dontral duropc 

was preoooupied with en t i r e ly sedentary faming economy and 

domestic breeding of l ivestook. 

On the basis of de ta i led fieldwork i t i s possible to 

d i f f e ren t i a t e between the primeaval forest and a long-set t led 
2 

region. Such paleogeograpliic s tudies for tho remaining sections 

of northern Eurasia ore urgently needed. 

Zaborski, B . , Q ksztaJftacU wsĴ  w delate i. icu rgp^ea^egfeniu. 
, , pp. 8-11. 

Schluter , 0 . , Me, , SAf,d|ms WffiM , ^ ^ t o < M I , AM 
fruhiresehlcht Usher g e l t . Part I . Atlantlk-Verlag Paul L i s t , 
Hamburg-frankfurt-lhinchen, 1032, 

2 

op. e i t 

Potkanski, a . , flftadja osadnisac; }WZW -ffitoFttftftt ''M^W 
PfPlfyifrt- A . y t i W f » i n p*8ffft PyWJPEfrtf fcf„ I'P^ana^ioflo,, 
Vol. 1, Krakow, 1022, pp. 110-130. 

Gradmann, R,, Da* landliohe Sledelun£sweaen des Konlarcichs 
Wurttemberg, i n geraehungen s. deuteche.g Landau- u. /olkaLarade, 
Vol. rati, p . 78. 

fajok, F . , & n y d a w n ^ j s p a o s a ^ a ^ a ,*,lem p«MMftt 
"Sprawosdanie a osynnesei i posiedzen Akadeaii Umiejetnosoii 
10 October 1916, p . 12. 



CHAÎ TKR VI 

SOCIAL ORGANISATION 

Families and bands in tundra and 

taiga.- Tribes en the steppe.-

Matriarehate.- Patriarchate•-

81 an system.- Complex organization. 

The hunters and reindeer breeders of the northlands 

have to depend on limited reeources of the region and therefore, 

are obliged to lead a nomadic life. Their family - often extended 

- being the smallest unit of social organisation. Seasonally, 

for celebrations of religious nature, or to celebrate seme 

prominent event in the life cycle, several family units would 

meet, thus showing their band - a broader unit - affiliation. 

Though they may speak the same language and have some intereeurse 

with neighbouring banda, yet hardly ever - on account of harsh 

natural, and what follows, economic conditions - there would be 

any larger asseolation than the band. 

» — — — — — — — i — • — » 

nyves, J. L., Nomadism. Royal Anthropological I :stitutc of 
Great Britain and Ireland, London, (1933). 
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Somewhat similar situation occures or the eteppe. The 

animals have to be scattered over wide areod for pasture, forbidding 

accumulations of too many families and their grazing c*\tile, 

camels and yaks in one area. The stopple paatoralien, however 

rich in drawbacks, permits movement over large regions, and a 

broad intercourse with the neighbours, sometimes quite distant 

ones, and creates foundations for strong tribal political Uidts. 

This was the origin of mediaeval strong states of the Huns, 

Avars, the Old Bulgars, the Uaaars, Hungarians, rieehyngs, 

Eipchaks, Tatars, Mongols and Turks. 

The fishers of the eastern portions of Siberia - and 

here wo include also Hokkaido because of the Ainu population 

attached culturally, ethnically, racially and linguistically 

to other nations of eastern Siberia - are sore or less sedentary. 

They dwell in small villages, and are organized in small 

assooiations of a number of families fishing in one neighbourhood 

or tribal area. 

Baranovski, B., Naiaadv Ludow Stopowyoh. Czytelnik, Iato.riee, 
1047. 
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The formers of the west, on the other hand, da,vo 

created strong and largo states as a result oi.' union between several 

tribes* Farming has provided the tillers of the soil with plenty 

of leisure which they could afford to devote to arts, religion, 

and pelitieal pursuits of a complex nature. Thus arose many 

Central and Northern European states of today. Formerly clan 

units, federated in tribes, and these for oconomic and political 

reasons under an elder, then a duke, seeked broader union with 

a respoetable monarch as a leader. All that development has 

taken place in the Hesollthie, Neolithic, Bronse and Iron apes, 

permitting growth of large civilizations in that part of the 

world. 

The first farmers and herders in Central Europe, 

affiliated with the Jianuhian Culture, archaeologically apea! ing, 

had a matriarchal setup. The extended family was ruled by a 

woman, and the elans were counted on the mother's aide. This 

was reversed when herding became more prominent, and the 

Indeeuropean custom of the father being on elder began to 

predestinate. Patriarchate ia also found auong the steppic people. 

The elan system, whether natriorchal or patriaroh.nl, bee one do 

foundation for later oomplex civilisations. 

ftajewaki, op. cit*, 

http://patriaroh.nl


CiJJTT.U VII 

DENSITY OF POPULATION 

Sparsely populated north.-

Sparee population in the arid 

south.- Densely populated 

farmlands. 

The entire nortblands of the continent are rather 

spareely populated. The average is less than one person i'.-r square 

kilorieter. This density is not true for the river valleys, where 

it may be up te ten persons per square kilooeter. One such area 

with a prominent density is the Lena valley in the Ya&utiaa 

Republic! some 300 000 people dwell there. 

Northernmost parts of Tairryr peninsula, and the uorthern 

island archipelagoes are not inhabited at all. These are true 

barren lands without vegetation and therefore without possibilities 

of reindeer herding, and consequently, are devoia of population. 

The steppes are more populated than the regions to the 

south and north and south. This accounts up to twenty-five 
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or for similar number sf persons per kilometer. Of course, this 

is largely due to European settlement. 

In Europe the density iB amazing, rising over one 

hundred persons per square kilometer except in lapunt&iiieous 

and peripheral areas of Northern and 13 as tern Europe. 

Geogyafiohaskiy atlas. Glabnoe upravlonio geodeaii i kortografii 
WD SSSE, Moscow, 1904., p. lo. 



CTL'VT.A VIII 

TYPOLOGY ; s -, id T'doi) <>r -or.:: 

Typology at a ^etaed and its 

application.- The static vs. 

the dynamict the lorsiist, 

structural and generic approaches.-

Typological criteria.- Historical 

reconstruction: direct historical 

and inductive techaiques.-

Berlation. 

It is difficult, but - of courue- possible, to es.t-.Mish 

a house type out ef the multitude ef dwelli . we do or counter 

in our port of the ,/orld. Bci",£ ^o.^iLle - thou:!*, ^ mi noied, 

not e.sy - as matter of fact not easy at ell - does not necessarily 

mean it will be done] it will, nevertheless, be attempted, and 

that - right here. 

Typology is a voi*y difficult dxacj.,line to use, still 

harder to taaster. It requires a rather subtle approach to tno 

matter of study, to the objests being studied themselves* 

There are certain schools of thought which prefer to 

36 -
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compare the objests under study on tho grounds of appc ranee alone, 

and to group them in classes seeuinjly alike. This superficial 

approach to typology is fallacious -is it is assuming tl:at the 

phenomena under study an- static, II ia orrcno^^j „ethotiolo0y, 

since c!'t.ugce ̂ o on continuousiy„ Juildlng -x tlu-ir hŷ ox-hoeis founded 

on this nethedo logic ally incorrect axioa, the results ux-o 

completely Hislaadiatj: an exa-̂ r̂.ition of a nrong abroach. 

î 9*jM%ejtoei* , for exonple, when studying di't crsal of settlements 

in durepe, applied this method. He relied on a distance, e.g., of 

130 aeters, that separated the homesteads. If the distance betveen 

them was smaller - ha classified the settlement as an agglomerated 

one, while if it was more than mere 101 u.-ters - the settlement 

received a name of a scattered one. The aethod ignored ail 

physical and husan aspects ef settlemaats. 

Students, applying this superficial thinking; in typology 

to human dwellings as suae all reotancal \r houses, for example, 

to belong to one class typolocic&lly speaking, one type, ignoring 

1 
Demangeen, Alfred, Dispersion des villages, in Compte-Rendu du 
Cengres International de Geegraphie a Varscvle, Warsaw, 1934. 
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ignoring structural - and what ia of utmost importance - cenoric 

aspeots of the type. By eonsideratien of form alone they commit 

great oversimplification, moaningless - if uot misrepresenting -

depiction of the real picture* 

In northern Eurasia a classical example of such a 

typological distortion is a confusion of the - seemingly alike -yet 

dissimilar oft-celebrated houses: a log yurta (Fixate 12 p. 94) 

) and a balagan(Fi|js*ate 9, p. 83). )• 

The ether school of typology, unlike the forntist 

approach, while evaluating the form at its face value considers 

primarily the structure and the genesis ef a typed subject. 

The latter aspect, especially, permits historical reconstruction: 

how did a type grow and evolved. It is a dynamic approach, deep-

reaching for tho correct answer. This dynamic approach has been followed 

in our search for establishment of types oi nomadic dwellings 

- and their distribution in the northlanus of the Old Y/orl U 

1Zaborski, 0 .Jfrgftajfrajih, .FJm•,» JRtAmAlflh JtyjMrftWfi^nfot 
op. cit. Geometric forms play a minor role in this study; 
it is the phyaico- and human geographic correlations that 
are prominent} structural and generic approach ID adopted. 
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In every typological study there are certain criteria 

on the basis of which a typological survey is worked out. There 

are two general groups of these: descriptive and analytical. 

The former is composed ef the formal and structural, while the 

latter considers the generic aspect. For our purposes those 

eriteria will look in the following manner: 

I. D e s c r i p t i v e . 

1. Formal. 
a. Shape; 
b. Colour, i f significant* 
c. General appearance* 

2 . structural. 
a. The way of building; 
b. Elements; 
e. Material used. 

I I . A n a l y t i c a l . 

1. Generic. 
_ Origin and adaptation to physico-geographical 

situation. 

A. Native to the onvironucnt and group{ 

B. Borrowed from the autoohtons; 

C. Brought from the old habitut; 

0. Adopted from the invadersj 

B. Otherwise diffused. 

b. JEresence or absence of elements or traits. 

A. Traits added or loot; 

D. Underposed and oupcritrj-oŝ u traito; 

C.Archaic traits audi aurviviwl-j; 

S. Evolved from a prototype. 
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In this study we are employing thes ciiteria in our 

examination of tho preocut day series of dwellings cf the ziortd 

Lurasiatic nomadic nations. 

In order to obtain in our survey also the temporal 

dimension - in addition to that of spaeial distribution - so 

important for our genetic study, and essential for chronology, 

we can follow two ways of obtaining it. The techniques are 

complementary, and both can be a&ed simultaneously for greatest 

precision. "Ireet historical approach, used successfully by 

1 2 
the archaeologists , despite criticisms" found its applicitio;. 

3 4 

in the study of ceramics a-.d other plastic arts. VacNeish 

of the National '-'useun of Canada promised a similar atiidy on 

pipes and projectile points; we lope it will materialize, 
0 since his former volume - shov. imj, its popular appeal - was 

\ araphrazed'and published by a ̂ roup of amat;urs. 

1liaeXeish, '<•. S., Ironuois lottery Iy.>ea - A dcohniaue for the 
Study of Iroquois—<*rghlstoryt National Museum of Canada, 
Ottawa, 1982. 

^Carpenter, Edmund, Review of MacNeiah's Iroquois lottery Types. 
"Pennsylvania Archaeologist", 

°#vaas, C , A Ceramic Study of Virginia. Archaeology. "Bulletin", 
!Io. 160, Bureau of American Tlthnolo^y, '^shir-ton, 1055. 

4Brueker, *.» La Venta. Tabasco - A $tudy of uliaoo Geraaics gad 
Art| Bureau of American Ethnology, asliin̂ tor., 1:152. 

5MacMeish, Oi . cit., p. 2, footnote. 

Ibid., p.2. 

Emerson, J. N., Understanding Ironuois Pottery ia d'ntario. 
.Ontario Archaeological Society, ioronto, 1950. 
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The direct historical technique tries to compare the 

contemporary forms with the forms as described by the early 

explorers and the information that is unearth©:, in archaeological 

investigations. It tries to arrange this information in a sequence 

correct chronologically and typologically. It id a complementary 

way to the typological investigation itself, and a worthy cross­

check on the results. 

The inductive technique for historical reconstruction 

of the sequence of types of dwellings, their development and 

geographical distribution follows very closely the criteria as 

defined for the typological survey. It may be vrorth while to 

explain the terms, particularly in the part essential for any 

reconstruction, i.e., the analytical-genetic category. 

A trait, as used here, means a characteristic element 

or a part of on element which can be distinguished, culturally 

speaking. E.f., the way a nomad's tent is oriented - in what 

direotion; if it is not significant, the trait Is negative. 

A number of trita form a complex, c./;., a hut iu a complex. 

When a trait is ouporlmpoeod? Ii- takes plr>.co, when another ti-ait 

takes place ef the foriaer, yet the old ecu be noticed, e.g., 

a leg yurta is the superimposed Irait o>: tdo felt yurtaj und'T-

posed trait is its corollary, the f It yurta in x-alatioM to J;,. 

log yurta, tho latter being chronologically Inter. 
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The archaic traits exist when they nrr not as up to date 

as they eould be, yet they serve certain praetie \l purposes, while 

a survival is a trait which has ne functional use at all, but 

remains a* a relic of a former setup. 

Summing up, the inferences OR uhlch the inductive 

method operated are based en plentiful material and detailed 

rosearehes. It does - oa the bases ef progressive reconstruction -

present a good picture of former habitations and their paleo-

geographical environment. Unlike the deductions arrived at from 

typological studies, the inductive method's chief two axioms 

1. Technique and cruder-ess ef workmanship; 

and 2. The degree of elaboration 

may have a pitfalli degeneration, chronologically later than 

the period of fine workmanship or simple functiouul design may 

confuse the issuef it is a ohanee the inductive tocluaitjue takes, 

that reconstruction from a dotoil?the complete object uay not 

always be successful. 

How, a brief explanation on the basis of the typological 
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method, seriAtion. Any typological undertaking in condnctod through 

the examinations of serially arranged objects nf utudy. A series 

is a certain given number of those objects ivwing one or more of 

those characteristics in cowraon: location in OJO geographical 

region, belonging to a given ethnic group, contemporaneity, 

development tram earlier to later forms, origin, fornj or, when 

none of those characteristics is satisfied, then it is an 

accidental series. Rfren tho specimens .'ire taken \> the sampling 

method, it 1B a random series. } statistical prries occurs when 

given ratios of types are grouped together ir a riven context, 

e. g., a series of bouse typos anong the Pdtcsa&s v.-ill »J;ow pro-

dominance of the timber structure (PS^cl9,pU6 ), and the rest 

composed by the palafit^s (Piffte 20, p. U9 ) and pit houses 

(Fiste IS, P. 110 ). 

Thus a typological aeries is a device vdiieh kelps in 

the analysis, classification and reconstruction oi former 

distribution of delineated types. Thus, in addition to the above-

mentioned, we nay have a regional, ethnic, contemporaneous, 

developmental,-genetic and formal. 

A series, when submitted fur study is. rou&k .i::d 

unclassified, dhen classified, and grouped in one of the ubove 
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groups - it beconea an arranged series 



ChM'fhK IX 

ETBNOLINGUIiiTICS 

Arctic and Valeo^aiaa, ltalan 

and Uraliaa ramilies.- Vibeto-

Chinese Family.- Indoeuropean 

and Ajianitic i.'amiliec. 

The L'urasiatic northland doee not prefont as cocii-licaoed 

a picture as many other parts of ilie globe. 'lore, ou d.e pret.eiii 

day distribution of ethnic .^roupe, and for that fitter, of coinciding 

with them almost completely linguistic families, ve can reconstruct 

their migrations and find out locations of their original c:. ..dies, 

and discover who dwelled in their preseut hjbii.it before their 

arrival. 7>e are aided in idiis historical retroc.cct.iori, of course, 

by synthetic information obtained from other aciemific uisciA linse: 

ethnology, archaeology, physical Anthropology an/ istory. In .Lis 

study, however, and in this chapter, v<e .a*1? >.,oing only to cKivacter-

ise briefly each oi the etlmoliu..',-.iimic f.';.milie:. to the needed 

extent of our study. 
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Following the sun in our eastern-most part of the Old 

World northlands, in Eastern Siberia, we find the Paleoasian 

linguistic family. It is not known to :.hat extent there exi^t 

interrelationships between two grou\s of this family, yet all 

evidence points to the fact that they are forming one very broad 

unit of linguistic classification. The faleoasians are believed to 

have lived many milleniu before on a considerably larger territory 

of northern Lurasia, than that of today. The scientists believe 

2 that they lived originally from the Yenisey to the Pacific Ocean, 

and that later migrations from their Siberian center spread them 

even further to the west. 

Today in their refuge areas t3\e faleoasians ere divided 

into two groupb: northern and southern. The former is composed of 

the Luoravetlans, Nymylans, and Iteliaens, the lattor of the Nivhs 

and the ,anus. The Luoravetlans are a dynamic peojle, at the time 

of the Conquest not as numerous, expanding at the cost of the 

eduls, whom they assimilate, and tie Eskimos, whom they pushed to 

the peripheries. The Luoravetlans occupy most of the northern part 

of the peninsular projection of Eastern Siberi,,, with access to 

Mileweki, T., op. cit., !art II, Vol. 1, pp. 47-4H, Vol. 2, 
Maps 44, 45. 

Czekanowski, J., Easy j ludy. p. 123, in abrowski, J., <*. tialeckl, 
M. Kukiel, and 8. Lam. ,Sditore, tUelka Ilistor.ia 1'owsgecfcna, "ol. 1, 
Trzaska, Evert i Michalskl, mar saw, 1935, pp. •:! 9-156. 
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East Siberian Sea, Chukche Sea, Bering Strait, Vnadyr Etay and 

Bering Sea. The Luoravetlans are known also under the naiae of 

Chukches. 

The next are the Nymylans, also known as Koryaks. They 

inhabit northern Kamchatka Peninsula and territories south of the 

Luoravetlans, from the Shelehov Bay to the Bering Sea. The Itelaens 

dwell further to the south in Kamchatka. Once they were called 

from the name of the peninsula Famchadals. Many of them adopted the 

Russian language, though preserving their national Itelmen feelings. 

Northernmost Eurile Islands were also populated by those people. 

Nivhs dwell at the lower Amur diver and on northern and 

central Sahalin Island. They were known formerly under the term of 

Gilyaks. Their relatives, the \inua, inhabit the .'"uriles, Sevhalin 

and Yezo Islands. Despite the defeat of Japan, tiho vinus of Yezo -

the island is called by the Japanese Hokkaido - are still left 

under the rule of the Japanese The fate of the islands occupied 

by the 3oviet Union after 1945, and its Ainu pox>ulation, is even 

less enjoyable, numerous Russians being settled on their land. At 

one time the Nivhs and Ainus inhabited much larger areas to the 

west and south. Today, they are simple fishermen with arctic 

culture of great antiquity. And although their southernmost area. 

politically belongs to Japan, geographically and ethnically it 

is a part of Eastern Siberia. 

file:///inua
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The Arctic linguistic family inhabits edges of the land 

area even further to the east from the l alooasiates. It is sub-
i 

divided into the Eskimo, Aleut and an extinct Root Irak branches. 

West of the members of this family live in Alaska, Canada, and 

Greenland. Nevertheless ve have even west of the International Date 

Line some of tho representatives of the living branches of this 

family. The more northerly Lskimos occupy Wrangel Island, eastern 

shore of the Chukche Peninsula, particularly the part facing 

westernmost part of mainland Alaska, and tiaint Lawrence Island, 

and western coast of the Anadyr Bay. The ileuts, further to the 

south, dwell in the Komandorskie Islands, which are part of the 

Aleutian chain of islands. It is believed that this family had a 

better foothold on the mainland some time ago, only gradually to 

be pushed out by the faleoasians, principally the Luoravetlans. 

The next linguistic family is the \ltaian. It is sub­

divided into three main branches: the Manchurion, Mongolian, and 

Turkic. To the first belong the highly civilized Manchurs, and 

the nomadic Evenki, Lveny, >Je;<idalcy, Nanaycy, Llchi, Oroki, 

Udegeycy, Orochi, known collectively no Tungua. The second brancli 

includes the Mongols, the Itaryats, .md tho i almuks. ;'iually, the 

third includes the Turks, the Aserbeydjani, the Tatars, '.azaks, 

^aborski, Jersy, iT&limiaary /ieyort on the lflGp .Archaeological 
ffepe&ltioa to ffion;, j^runswlek. National Museum of Canada, Manuseriit* 

file:///ltaian
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Kirgix, Kara-Kalpak, Uzbek, Turkmen, Bashkir, Chuvash, Altaians, 

Tuvinians, Tofalars, Rakas, iihoroy, Yakuts, and the Dolgans. The 

latter two form the eastern group of the Turkic peoples, the five 

nations before them - tho Central Turkic group, the two preceiding 

nations on the middle Volga and in the Urals are known as the Idoi-

Ural group, the five before ore Turkestani, while the rest are 

West Turkic group. The Tatars are situated in the Idol-Ural and 

western Siberia. The Crimean Turks or Tatars, the i'urks of Asia 

Minor, The Caucasus and Tukestan are civilized, except for the 

pastoralist classes of their nations. The Idel-Ural nations are 

settled as well. And in the other countries to the east, only 

cities and towns h«ve a settled population, otherwise majority of 

the people are roaming herders and breeders, borne scientists iacludo 

among the Altaians also the highly civilized "orean nation, inha­

biting in addition to the peninsula also southern parts of ?danch»ria 

and the vicinity of Vladivostok. 

The Manchurian branch of the Altaian Family appears to be 

most widely spread in the world, the Tunguz living from beyond the 

Yenisey in the west to the Pacific Ocean. The Mongolians inhabit 

Mongolian Republic, Buryat Republic, the forraer iialmuk ^republic 

north of Caucasus, and the Mongolian autonomous regions of Man­

churia and China up jro the Liaotung Bay on the Yellow ea, and 

the northern edges of the Tibetan riateau. Thus, the Altaians 

dwell from the Heditorranean to the Pacific - the longest unbroken 
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distribution from east to west, except tho Indoeuropeans. 

The liralian i'amily is represented in the east by the 

Oduls, known also as Yukaglrs and Chuvaacy, who are of I'alcousian 

origins, but were Uralized before 2000 B.d. Tin; t.duls are not 

very numerous, loosing to the Yakut and Luoravetlon, r*.s veil ae 

Tunguz influences. They inhabit the shores of the Arctic Ocean en 

the lower Yana, Invygirka and ilascy? rivers, and in the basins of 

Kolyma and dmolon rivers. This process of shrinking of the Odul 

X 
territory begun already in the Colonial I oriod. Money, ^gaaasany, 

and Selkups are known under a general term of oaraoyeds. They dwell 

in the arctic western Siberia from Taymyr ieninsula to Kanin Ienin­

sula west of the drals. Some yasioyeds are found even i». Kola ienin­

sula and in rhe Jsovaya .iemlya Archipelago. In general they predo­

minate in the Ob basin, from Yenisey i.iver to the Vral Mountains. 

The dgrians, Hants and llansy, live on the middle *'<b and in the Urals 

and their kineaen, the Hungarians, departed some ten eenturies ago 

to their present habitat. The other u'ralians, almost entirely live 

in Lurope. The Tinnic nations are the following - although all are 

civilized and settled:-Stomi of Finnland, dareli#.ms of the dareli»ai 

Kostrzewski, Jozof, yradftlejo frqlski. k sie^arnia .-Jcademicka, 
Poznan, 1949, p. 45-46. 

^Milewski, op. cit., p. 200. 

iiaberski, Bogdan, geographical •lgp.eota of Migrations op. c i t . , 
pp. 665-856. 
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Republic, Estonians, Udmurt and M&ri and Mordovians of Hiddle 

Volga and the Komi north of them. There are also a number of much 

smaller nations belonging to this family, but are entirely 

unimportant from the point of view of this study. Finally there 

are the Lapps living in the north of the Fennoscandian Shield. 

Formerly they spoke one of the Samoyedic languages, today they 

adopted a Finnic one, called Lapp. 

Tibeto-Chinese family in Siberia is represented by 

the fcets dwelling on the middle and upper Yenisey. 

finally, the Indoeuropean settlement since the Colonial 

deriod takes place throughout the territory, but mainly on the 

black soils of Southern Siberia, right to the pacific. The settlers 

are Slavs of Eussian, Ukrainian, Kozak, Jolish, Byeloruthenian and 

Novgorodian ancestry. They are all settled people, mainly farmers 

or urban population. Other Indoeuropeans, dwell in their cradle 

vest ef the described populations, in Central Europe, and in the 

Republic of Tadjikistan in the 1 amirs. Jiere, part of the people 

are nomads. 

House types are frequently connected with certain 

ethno-linguistic groups, whose distribution undoubtedly affects 

that of the dwellings. Therefore it was worth vhilc to ^at t. brief 

knowledge of the ethnellnguistics of northern parts of the Old 

World. 



CHAPTim X 

THE I'liGTOHGUSfcJ 

Upper Paleolithic sites.-

Meaning of protohouses. 

There are t̂ o Magdalenian settlements known In this part 

of the world containing remains of ancient dwellings. One of them 

is in Buret on the Angara River, the other's name is Maltw. 

There were four house© discovered on the Angara. Prom 

each a corrldor-entranceway faced the river, A shallow pit was 

found, rectangularish in Bhape, lined with flat slabs of limestone 

and mammoth bone used as posts, about a dozen of them, on which 

rested the roof and leaned the walls. The roof remained practically 

intact after its collapse to the interior of the dwelling. It 

formed a network of crossed reindeer antlers resting on a conic 

skeleton of gently bent poles. When the antlers were fastened to the 

poles and the poles were joined at the apex, the whole structure 

was covered with leaves, branches, sod and earth for yrotection 

against colds. There was no oentrul supportln post, yet m̂ &iotit 

- 82 -
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tusk3 and leg bones served as supports, additional to she limestone 

slabs at the base. Thoss bene* were set eaoh betveen two ltrge slabs 

of limestone for strength. The poles, in addition, rested on the 

slabs, the latter being placed in holes in the pit floor uad were 

leaning against the walls of the pit. They were a little bit Mgher 

than the earth surface, thus facilitated attachment of the roof 

poles to themselves* 

The house was spacious. It probably had a smoke hole at 

the crest. The pio itself resembled a rectangle with rounded 

comers with an entrance way projected on one of the narrower 

sices of the dwelling area, i".,cinjc the river. Truces of a hearth 

I 
were discovered inside the hut. Similar sites ritl» dvellin^s were 

discovered at the well known Afonteva Gora and other localities. 

They .ere f̂ uite numerous towards the end of the Upper - aleolithic, 

that is some 10 636 r-.C. 

It is most interesting to know that this ptotoIiou.se 

of Siberia in ancestral both to the tents as well as to tlie subter­

ranean dwellings. The tenia evolved on the ground from the roof 

structure alone of this protohouse while a pit-house preserved 

also the excavation. 

Levin, U, G., and A. P. Potapov, Editors, /.arody; ̂ ibjri, o,,. cit., 
pp. 24-26. 

http://ptotoIiou.se


/A 

V 

on 

il 
*0 

j . i Q<< 



CHAPTUR XI 

TRB MESOLITHIC CHUM 

Swiderlan shalases.- The 

laponoid reindeer hunters.-

Coat Culture tents.-

Climatic changes. 

Sinoe the Ueaelithic we can find archaeological remains 

ef the reindeer hunters, approaching Europe from Asia's plains. 

This eulture ef the nomads, known in archaeology as the Swiderian 

Culture, had a circular in cross-soctioa, conical tent. It is mere 

probable that it was s shslas rather than yurta. In thie zone 

as the damiaant type of dwelling the former predestinates. The 

s h a l e s is a teat which rests on a skeleton of poles, all 

meeting at the very crest, with skin sever, or furs, or other 

proteetien from rain and oeld. But thie time, the age of the rein­

deer hunters, it was aero likely to be some sort of hide rather 

than hark. This type of a shalas is known under the name of a 

c h u m * i'he Meselithie chum is ancestral to all other forms of 

shalases, as it is the first known from the archaeological record, 

as well as structurally fills the requirements. 

- 54 -
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Anthropologically, the people with Swiderian Culture were 

laponoids, whiah eonneots them with the present day's population of 

predominantly laponoid race among the Lapps and the Samsyeds, both 

ef the Oralis linguistic family* Increased activity of this group 

is seen also ia Siberia* where these reindeer hunters introduce 

the chum throughout the taiga. These conical tents were net as warm 

as the formerly known subterranean house, and were far better 

adapted to the changing climatic conditions, soon approaching the 

optimum. Only on eastern peripheries of the land the former pit-

house dwellings remained among the Paleoasiates, while the rest of 

the land became a domain of the ohum of the laponoids ef Swiderian 

affiliations. 

But, even with the onset of the Meolithie, and the emer­

gence of another Uralie group, the Ogre-linns, the shales remained 

to he the sole principal typo ef habitation* This ethnic group can 

he distinguished by the archaeologists under the name of the Comb 

Culture. It was named after a characteristic design on their 

ceramic wares. This group spread westward to the Laba Stiver, though 

in a scattered manner, pushing the former v;ave of inhabitants to 

the north-western peripheries, mainly Lapland, where they live till 

teday, and the region north of the Lrals, in both the Asiatic as 

well as European parts. 
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The Ugre-Finnie people introduced with them their conical 

shalases, as indicated by the areheeologieal evidence in the form 

ef eireular outlines on the ground. They moved also to the east, to 

reaeh the Bering Strait by approximately 2150 B. C. On their way 

they assimilated the Odule, a formerly Paleoasiah nation, introdu­

cing numerous Uralio characteristics to the Odul speech. It is 

also interesting that the Lapps, who poeserved their cultural and 

physieal distinctness, adopted also an Ugre-Finaic tongue. Their 

former speeeh was probably akin to the ;iuuoyedic. 

Before we will come to describe other types of shalases, 

it is worth while to describe the presented evidence of their 

tieselithie and Neollthie predeoessors* The habitations of the above 

mentioned type were discovered near the town of donin in central 

Poland after the World ear II, on the dunes. In the village of 

Janis/awice to the east of the former find, a burial was unearthed, 

the first known ef this eulture, indicating laponoid race of the 

body interred. Tho Swiderian hunter burled there was dated to be 

about 8000 years old. 

Aeeerding to Ssafer*' the formerly cold Baltic Sea became 

Kostreeweki, Fyadflfti.e ,felffMft, op. cit., p. 40. 

!Chmiel«wska, Maria, Orob kuiturv fordonqaskie.i w Janial'awieaoh 
powiat Skieraiewiee. "Wiademosci Archeelogiczae", Vol. XX, 1954. 

*||||er, f/adys/aw, flares ogolaej geografii rosiin. 2nd ed., ,• areas 
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an interlaad lake in approaximately 0800 B.C. The climate was warming 

up, and the large Pleistocene fauna died out. 'io change i*roe» the 

salt Baltic Sea Toldia, to the fresh water lake .incylus, wMeh lasted 

till approximately till 5000 B.C., and than to Litorina - another 

salt water sea lasting tor til DOOOfl.C, corresponds more or lose to 

the ¥esolithic Period which the arch? rologists dr.ve differentiated 

ir northern Eurasia. Here, the Mesolithic begun some 10000 years B.C. 

and lasted for six thousand years, ending in 4000 B.C. After the 

warming up and the disappearance of the continental glacier and 

death of the mammals so typical for the ice age, man had to change 

his way of life. He had to hunt lesser animals now, which meant the 

feod was less plentiful and that more nomadic life was to be followed. 

In search of food, following the reindeer herds came the Swideriana 

from Asia. The subterranean house was no more of value, and the 

shalas became a dominant type of habitation. 

In the Aacylus period climate was dry with warmer summer 

than that of today in that part of the world. Mountains and foot­

hills were covered with pine and hassel, while on the plains of 

Northern d.urope there was rich parkland. Airing the Litorina 

climatic porio !- it was the optimum. Climate became humid, the oa*: 

forest i£rew in the plains along with linden and hornbeams. The 

forest limit was much higher in the mountains than today. Tn the 

lowlands there were many marshes and lakes awrroundered with hazel 

bush. The peoples ef that tirae liked to camp on suraiy diu^s ar*d 
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other dry spots. When during Yoldia reindeer begins to migrate north­

wards, gathering became an important industry. The final disappea­

rance of the reindeer caused the remnants of the S ideri.ns to 

follow it to ?ennoscandia, the lower ub and Yenisey basins, while 

the rest were assimilated by tho Neolithic inhabitants of Northern 

and Central Europe. 

The !Jgro*l'innib Comb Culture left some 250 archaeological 

sites with traces of shalases in camps scattered throughout loland 

alone. Their westward expansion from Liberia begun in the third 

millenium B.C., to reach northern Central Europe by the iiecoud half 

of that millenium. although nomads, they had to atay ii. their camps 

for some time, otherwise it would not pay to make ceramics, mostly 

as containers, adopted from the Danubians of the south European 

affiliations. This culture has displaced in certain parts oi' the 

eastern Baltic shores the former Indoeuropean settlement, peopliing 

those shores with the Uralians of the Finnic stock, In north 

Central Furope this population merged with the representatives of 

the Danubian and Indoeuropean cultures. 

Rajewski, Z.> Editor, Archeolofiia, i prudaio^. %)i,»ki,. o^. cict., 
p. 108. 

Kestrssewski, Predate ie Pol ski, op. cit., p. <;i. 



CHAPTER All 

CHUM 

Description.-

Varieties.-

Distribution. 

The c h u m is a prototype of the s h a 1 a a type of 

dwelling as oontrasted with the yurta type. Throughout the Neolithic 

this house spread widely across northlands of Eurasia. Today it is 

found from Lapland to Chukche Peninsula - a very broad distribution. 

It ie a eoaical tent of skeleton made out of poles, crossed at the apex of 

the cone. The skeleton then is covered with bark, leather, fur, 

sod or even felt among the mountain folk of Central Asia. There is 

no central support post, there may be found occasionally a cross 

beam for cooking or a kind of a binding hoop; the hoop,though,would 

not eliminate crossing ef the poles at the apex. 

Various devices are used to beautify the chum from the 

interior, to warm it up and to protect the insldos from bits of 

- 59 -
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debris falling from the poles and the roof covering. A fire place 

ie usually located in the middle, and a smoke hole above it, in 

place where the poles cress themselves. 

A chum is directly descended from the Upper )aleolithic 

prototype. It is probably one of the oldest, dating back to the 

tiesolithlc, type of human habitations in northern Eurasia. It has 

several regional varieties, none of them being any different 

structurally, except that of the Lapps. It is of circular circum­

ference at the ground level, made of hide - and often of sod -

whieh is stretched on tho poles. It serves as a summer tent. It is 

portable. And perhaps this ease to carry it and erect it formed 

its peculiar appearance, like a pyramid* The number of the poles 

is limited, therefore, when the hide stretches on them, it looks 

not like a cone but like a distorted pyramid. From this regional 

variety, as it is not sufficiently different to become a type, 

the pyramidal group of shalases arose in the extreme north, and, 

eventually, the balagan house evolved. The Lapps live in this type 

of tent, and their neighbours to the east, transferred it into 

the balagan complex. 

Among the Samoyeds the chum preserved also the corridor 

whieh eould be traced in Buret, and is visible in some of our 

pithouses on the shores of the eastern seas. The corridor protects 

the dwelling from snow and wind. 
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Distribution of the chum is so general that it is not 

really worth naming all the nationalities that use it as their 

heme. The populations of the tundra and taiga are the leading groups 

but even in the mountains of Central Asia the chum may be found .here 

it mixes with the yurtas. The same is true of the northern parts 

of Greater Mongolia. 

Since in the taiga timber is plentiful, often the 

skeletons are not taken away with the roving party, but are left 

behind; they will be used again at some other time when the party 

comes again. Such skeleton structures standing alone are known 

as u t e n s. 

Modes of transportation of chum vary. Among the Gduls 

for example, ia Eastern Siberia, the skeleton is packed on dog 

sledsi timber being rare in tundra, it is carried along all the ti­

me. Ameng others the poles are tied to the saddle aides of reindeer 

and are moved with the caravan. The hides and furnishings are 

always accompanying the moving party to their new places. 

The Lapps pack their tents on p u 1 k a s. They are 

canoe-like one-sled winter mode of transport pulled by reindeer. 

While thaw sets in, small dug outrs and canoes ;»re used for the 

muskeg country. 
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Most nations, like the Oduls, d ell all year round in 

iieir chums. iiome have ether types of dwellings besides the chum. 

The nations of Eastern Turk!land, Mongolia and ) ,mchuria use both 

the steppic yurtas and the taiga's chum. The chum is ori-inally 

a taiga habitation. It originated most likely, judging after the 

present day distribution and that of antiquity, among the Uralian 

ethnolinguistic group of peoples. From them it spread. ,hcther 

it was the pyramidal-like chum of the Lapps that the laponoids 

brounht to Europe or the standard model it ie not possible to say 

since the outlines in the ground remain tihe sane. lut most certainly 

the folloein& Neolithic wave oi Finnic peoples brought this type 

of the standard chum to Europe. It probably spread also the ehum 

to the Oduls in the east, and made its use popular throughout the 

rest oi the taiga and beyond* 

The chum is relatively undivided into types, because 

it is ancestral to many ef the shales type. Once a regional variety 

was toe conspicious it had to he classified as a distinct typo­

logical unit. 





CHAPTER XIII 

UI ASA 

Description.- Distri­

bution.- origin. 

Urasa is a conical tent of large size and fine workman­

ship. Its chief characteristic is - besides its permanent location -

the building material consisting of long poles gently bending to­

wards the orest of the roof. 

It is immaterial whether timber is left on the outside 

uncovered, as it is often during the summer, or protected with a 

thick layer of sod for the winter months. An interesting element 

in an urasa, as well as in a distatntly related balagan, is a fire­

place with a log chimney. This chimney can be also fashioned out 

of poles joined together for the purpose. 

A typical Yakut urasa - often but not always - depending 

on its size has the numerous structural poles joined together with 

ropes, somewhere half way up, between, the floor and the crest of 
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the roof* And again, about three fourths from the floor to the erest 

there is a kind of a hoop of poles built in with the aid of ropes* 

Then the whole etmature ie eovered en the outelde with bireh bark. 

The natural environment of most of the Yakut country being more 

within the taiga sone - exeept for the basin Itself - than elsewhere 

is rich both in poles and hark for construction ef this type ef 

houses. 

Modern influences introduced small dadoes and a door. 

Formerly the light was eeming through the smoke hole, however the 

situation has changed sinoe the introduction of the chimney. The 

latter originated perhaps tee, during the Colonial Period. T'lte door 

of olden daye eonsistod ef several hark, fur and eleth matts hanging 

down, whieh eould he pushed aside for eeming in, ventilation and 

lighting. In the older urasas there was a central fireplace, while 

the newer ones had it eloser to the wall. The fire burned on top 

of a spacious wooden hex ef plonks, filled T.itli s;--.u. 

All around the walls, save for the space around the 

entranceway, sleeping benches were plaeed made of horizontal boards, 

eovered on top with skins and pillows. Each of tho benches, which 

numbered up to ten in an urasa, was separated from f c next by a 

post, and the posts were joined close to i'de roof with horizon*..d 

beams. The beams were ern-xtentcd, diuplayiu., i'ĉ -.dr.rly cut out 

holes la their lower portions. The sp;;.co left tc l-io rijd''t o.C the 
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entraneoiray is reoerved for fire wood. Beside the benches there may 

have been found an odd item of futniture like a low table or a stand 

hut these would show, again, a colonial influenee. 

The hark en the wall is eovered by numerous polos, 

covering it almost completely from the outside. When the natives' 

drawings of a tent show a eloping wall, bent gently towards the 

erest - it is safe to assume the drawing represents an urasa. 

Above the benches there may he again, in a spacious 

urasa, ropes tying the wall poles for additional strength. The 

posts supporting cross planks are also ornamented. And above one of 

the benches usually one will dissever plate and bowl holders, 

euttlery holders and an assortment of pales standing on the bench 

itself. The box with the harth is standing on a platform at the 

floor level, free ef any floor matting, whieh may be found in 

ether parts ef the floor of an urasa. 

Urasa ia a peak of a conical tent development. It 

excells other typos in workmanship, size and strength. The Yakuts 

eould very well afford to erect similar structures since they are 

on a verge of becoming sedentary people, and the permanence of 

locality makes it worth while to afford greater investment in 

000*0 home. 



- 66 -

AltLou&Jj fc?io p r e s e n t d«.y d i j t r i u a t i o j u JX vide uvosa 

co inc ide s wi th fcuat eu the jJolgaus &ud the Y.J:at«, t.:.c er>£.ic.;.l 

t e : . t i s not o r i g i n a l l y Turkie. The Takuts adopted i t ' ro , , : .oir 

i.-rc .ocoti^crs, for the heart of Yakutia was before t . i c . a d.iu-us 

coun t ry , and uzadouhtedly improved i t Mn#id*?ably. dr i , . : , .ce dor 

.. "iungus o r i g i n of uraea eon be seen i n two f a s t s bes ides i... 

tni--icx Tungus c h a r a c t e r of Ya'.utie,, nosaely t Id Pua^uc o::oto- Q'j 

and wio or ie , ia of the olg»:.a, who are u ' A ^ - u z i e or i ; j i i, ye t 

ado- ted Yakut n a t i o n a l i t y . 

liie Yakut urasa, with i t s e l a b o r a t i o n s , .. ~ vo Lc 

ere i i c d :;ot only to the or ig ina tors , but t o the l ^ e r usert, oi 

the type as v e i l . Their oontributions to t h i s type o.. ... r ^ l l i n j 

a re undoubtedly l a r g e , and i t l a today 'one of the s eve ra l ty, i c a l 

Lcuce- of Yakut ia , and area* of Yakut eapeaeitm i: . iJ.,..tr *,nrU of 

iber i^ . . 
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Cif.U'TEK XIV 

uU&SA-LIKE CHUM 

Characteristics.- Varieties. 

It is most likely a prototype of the urasa. Evolved from 

a skin or bark conical tent, this type of a shales although still 

preserving somewhat the structure of a chum, displays some of the 

characteristics of on urasa. It is built of a skeleton of poles, 

not bending towards the crest like an urasa, eovered with bark on 

the outside. The bark is being kept in place by small logs or poles, 

spaced widely from each other. 

The urasa-like chum is definitively a transitional type, 

evolutionally older than the urasa and younger than chum. The urasa 

evolved from the urasa-like chum, as it evolved from the chum. Yet, 

today, all are contemporary shalases. It can not be classed with 

either of the two, but as a distinct entity; structurally and upon 

superficial examination it could be classed with the cHtxi; ye L 

the external appearance, with the outr,ide planking bring! IJ';, it lo 
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the range of an urasa, precluding any such classification. The pJie-

nomenon reappears systhematieally, as a distinct inUriacdi/ta type, 

and has to be re coned as eueh. 

There are two varieties of the type. The first ie leap; 

complex, whenthe logs are thiok, and do not oross each other at 

the crest; the second has thinner poles, reaching the ayai of IUO 

cone. In the latter case, the poles being thinner, give lesc 

protection against any eolie calamities. But there the b-.rk is 

selected and laid out carefully. In the former, protected by thicker 

logs or planks, bark has often come from coarser troea than the 

birch. Neither variety constitute an especially iivterostinr; 

arehitectonio item. 

The first regional variety of the uraea-like chum occurs 

among the Cvenki, whieh means it is very widely spread in Siberia. 

The other is known to the Bveaki toe, hut prineipally the southern 

Tunguz, namely the Oroki nation of Sahalin Island and the mouth 

of the Amur use them most extensively. In any ease, the uveaa-like 

chum is known to the Siberian Manchurian nations. ' er?:aj>« it 

evolved from the chum under their guidance. 
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CHAprai xv 

YAKA.VO I 

Distribution.- lie-

gional varieties. 

distribution of this tent reaches the reindeer herders 

among the hymylaae, predominates auong the Luoravetlans and con­

stitutes a winter house for the oiberian Eskimos. The latter dil'iers 

considerably from the Luoravetlan-Nymylan standard. It iu bigger in 

else, apparently harder to construct and not as portable. Since the 

Eskimos, hewever, are not reindeer herders, they are not obliged 

to follow this land animal. Therefore their habitations may be pitched 

almost permanently for the season. The roof in this Lskimo yarcmga 

is slightly cupolar, otherwise it resembles tho stand'.rd versio :. 

Doors are often fashioned out of boards and lean on hinges attached 

to a doer frame, but formerly they were of several layers of furs 

and skins tightly protecting tho warmth of the interior. It haa to 

be considered a regional variety, ocouring among the Siberian 

Eskimos, of the yaranga because all structural and. genetic axioms 
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make us believe so. 

Another regional variety is the yaranga used among the 

Hente and the Hanoi ef northern Ural and lower Ob basin. It is con­

strue ted of skins and hark. An additional support system may be 

added. The Hanoi usually de without it, though. If the system exists 

though, among the Hants usually, additional posts are driven in the 

ground eutelde the walls* The pests are of irregular hight, joined 

with eiailar though horisontal pests and a few laid down on the roof, 

from tho frame to the apex* Oeeasional rope may be used, more on 

the aaasi houses whieh generally are neater that those of the Hants', 

to prevent the bark from sliding off. This variety is generally of 

poorer appearance, etability and is smaller, the standard version 

of the yaranga being more pleasing. A sheet of bark hanging from a 

frame of bent pole forms a doorway* When people want some light, 

they simply attach the hark to the pole above. This arrangement in 

mere recent tents has been replaeed by a hinged door of boards. 

This regional variety of a yaranga, although very differ­

ent from the eastern type, has to be considered as its regional 

varietyt further removed from the standard than the Eskimo variety, 

yet tho same structural sad genetio functions and foundations unite 

them all into one typological unit, easpeolally if we consider the 

roof en some of tho eastern yarangas where the roof is also conical 

and not bending* This type's variety is closer to tho original form 
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ef a yaranga* Sinee both the Hants and the Uansi have it, and we 

knew that they as the Ugrian branch of the Uralians came from the 

south, elose to the original plaoe of tho shalas, we assume that 

the eastern type ef the yaranga is a modlficaticn of the Faleoasians 

who adopted it together with the art of reindeer herding. Especially 

that the shalas is not native to Bastern Siberia, as can be noticed. 

by the study ef the other, more ancient dwelling types. The Hun­

garians, who belonged to the Ob basin before their migration to 

Pannonia, must have lived in this Ugric modification of a shalas. 

To the Faleoasians only one people could have carried the yaranga, 

that is the Uralians, perhaps at the time of their great expansion 

at tho beginning of the third millenium B.C. 

The most characteristic, however, among the varieties of 

this type of dwelling 1B the yaranga ef the Luoravetlans and the 

Nymylans. There are here two kinds, yet both appear among the same 

families, both - as far as the typological criteria are applied -

constitute tho same regional variety of the type. One is somewhat 

resembling the Ugric yaranga with a strictly conical roof, the 

ether - which recalls mere the Eskimo variety - has a slightly 

eupolar roof. The latter is a more progressive kind, ainoeit 

attempts by additional supports to provide more vertical room 

within the walls. 

The frame of joint poles where the roof meets the circu­

lar wall rests on poles fixed in the ground on an ang;le, usually 
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two of eaoh posts meeting the frame where a roof role is attached to 

it., thus lending support to the frame and the roof polos at the 

oritioal place. The roof poles meet crossing eadi other at the u.pox* 

The yaranga is a chimney less dwelling, its smoke has to oscape 

through the openings in the roof. The smoke hole id located at the 

apex of the roof. Often, in contemporary tents of this type a stove 

with a pipe is found, the pipe extending through the old smoke hole. 

Tho roof and the walls are well covered with hides, and 

with an occasional rope keeping them in place. The rope, particular­

ly on Luoravotlan yaroagas, is fastened on one side and tied on the 

Other in three or more places, rarely on the aide of the entrance. 

The rope may divide just before the smoke hole and join again soon 

after it on the other dido., thus keeping in place the hides around 

the very top. In Luoravetlan tents the seem -̂ Uere the sawn-together 

hide covering meets may be visible usually above the d--.orv.-ny. This 

being so characteristic for a Luoravetlan .-s\alas fiat it ib even 

clearly portrayed on their ivory engravings. 

Old Luoravetlan yarangas had a covering fnshionod out of 

stretched hides on a framework to cover the smoke hole wlum fire 

died down and for tho uncertain weather. Older al.aic.ses altio tended 

to have the entranceway a bit lower - perhaps a remnant oi the 

protohouse tradition - on one side, to make the cold air less 

penetrating ineide. The contemporary dwellings, however, hive a 

tendency to arrive at more symmetric forms. 

http://d--.orv.-ny
http://al.aic.se


- 73 -

The yaranga is closest to a yurta among all ,-ihalases. The 

common feature of the yurta and yaranga is po.ssesc.ion oi. tVie wall. 

But the resemblance of shape is only superficial, ^ror.aing of the 

poles at the crest of the roof *.,ithout bei,ii attached to the hoo;*, 

places it definitively with the conical tents than wit. the yurtas. 

Always, the sowshoes, skis and sleds especially lean 

against the wall., ef the yarangas when net in use, giving the i.ouse 

a characteristic palisaded appearaace. Since a lar̂ '.e number of 

families i- ell ia those Lousee, the sleds and otLior transportation 

gear accumulates i* large numbers and through i^s presence there 

strengthening the tails Iroa #iad, being close at hand and always 

at a known ^lace at the same time, reachable when needed. The 

Luoravetlan yazangaa have usually slightly cupolar look, tho cupola-

li.'ce roof extending from beyond the piled up sleds. 

http://po.ssesc.ion


r- s. 
I t e r Ltivtr.. ,:,:rl o i " ov , 

>•. -:d\ , ' • • ! . • 



CHAPTER XVI 

YARANGA-LIKE CHUM 

Characteristics.- Elnds. 

This dwelling is characteristic for the fanguz over 

large parts of Siberia. And it is also found as a regional kind 

among the ' ekimos who use it as a summer home. 

Tho Eskimos make their home less carefully, chiefly 

on account of scarcity of timber. Therefore they use odd pieces 

ef driftwood, planks and poles, cover them with hides and rope 

the structure carefully to keep it and the hides in place against 

the winds in their settlements along the oceans shores. Tho higher 

part of the tent has no wall, but the poles stretch right down 

from the roof to the ground. This is the doorway side, which 

resembles somewhat the trait found in older yarangas as well, where 

the doorway was in the lower part of the wall. The other side of 

the shalas has a wall, with several roof poles resting on $he wall-

posts and the connecting them horizontal poles. 
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The yaranga-like chum of the Tunguz iveny is more rogclnr. Almost 

a yaranga, it has one side without a wall to tJ-ffercnti.-.te it Treat 

that type. The wall posts, one or more often tv,o , er a roof a>olc, 

are joined with horisontal poles* The roof poles meet at the apex. 

They meet at the crest ef the cone together with the polos wliicj 

extend right down to the ground* The roof ie always that of a very 

gentle cone. 

istribution of this type throughout Central and eastern 

diberia shows its importance in the nomad life. It is f/'irly easy 

to construct, yet offers more room than an ordinary chum could do, 

thanks to the partial wall. 

A relic of this type can be found also among the Ugric 

Mansi of Western Siberia. It is a yaranga of the Ugric t;>e, with 

one side, approximately a third, left without wall or roof, just 

with one pole, bend, reaching from the erest to the ground in front. 

It eould have passed to the fungus from the Uralians, fie lun^t 

improved on it, and perhaps passed it on to the Eskimos as --veil. 

The yaranga-like ohum is chronologically older than the ŷ ran>,;a 

and younger than chum. There is a very good parallel between this 

type of human dwelling and that of the urns a-like ehui... i.ot.'i r.i'-a 

transitional types, of about the same ago* 
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CHAFT it XVII 

KOTA 

Inscription.-

Distribution. 

Dwelling of the northlands known as a k o t a grew out 

of the regional variety of a chum, the pyramidal chum as found among 

tho Lapps. It has a square base and Is pyramid-shaped. The walls are 

ef boards and planks among the Lapps, of small logs among the others: 

Ugriane, Nivhs, Yakuts. The Lapps do not cross their supporting 

poles at the erest, but frequently have fashioned out a smoJ-;e-"iole 

cover to be placed instead of them. This oover forms the apex of the 

pyramid, since the dwelling Itself is lacking the apex. It is made 

ef boards, put en the hole whenever colds set in or during bad 

weather* For eooking, however, the smoke hole is found necessary. 

Nowadays, hewever, a stove with an iron pipe took place of the old 

harth and the pipe projects frequently through the opening, ver-dt-

tlng its more permanent covering. Since a kota is a winter dwelling;, 

the people who live in it find it necessary to winterize it with << 
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thick layer of sod. Sometimes the sod is placed on a structure of 

legs placed side by side. 

Among the Yakuts and their relatives, the Dolgans, a keta 

has an interesting structure. One ef the supporting poles has a flat 

surface at the very top, with numerous perforations. The other one 

is ended with o projecting point to fit one of the perforations. On 

theee two poles the remaining two lean, supporting the heavy pyramid. 

The walls end before reaching the crest, and are lined at the top 

with horisontal flanks attached to the four corner poles. The ver­

tical logs form four walls; in one of the wails there is a doorway, 

having a door-step and a lintel of timber. Unlike hinged doors of 

the Lapps, the other nations are using some elder devices. 

Tho Nivhs of Eastern Siberia made an additional skeleton 

Inside. It consists of four posts with interconnecting beams at the 

top and below the top. This structure, however, does not interfere 

with the execution of the rest of this shalas, built like other 

ketae. The Nivhs have a larger keta, however, than the otiipr ,.rie-

ties. Benches are on two sides of the dwelling, and a harth is 

placed on an elevated platform in the middle. Some earth from ydne 

walking area around benches and the harth was reaovod, pruluciat 

the effect of elevation for the benches and the harth platform. 
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The elevated fireplace in a 'ivh kota ?rings u. closer 

tb the urasa, again, where a similar phenotnennu is found. And in 

general, urasa and keta resemble eaoh ether, one being a conical 

shalas, the other a pyramidal one. 

,ota is most likely a native Ural1an type oi dwelling. 

Its distribution today among the Lapps, the Ugrlans, Yakuts end 

Mvhs makes it a widely spread type of house, however the nations, 

using it are not, p:(rticiln.rl/ --v.rToue. The only exc.-p'don r.re t̂ e 

Yakuts, but ttcy are rell equi; ed wit', several I.-ou&e-typr s. V1 o 

Nivhs, being faleoasians, -rr post likely to Vv. .. opted the ̂ otj. 

from rome other nationality, maybe the luiî u?;. for i!*e l*olg.ir^t wiio 

possess this type are Yakutised Tungus. }er' aps it was brought by 

the Irallatts to the east by the Oduls. But even the Tungus must 

have borrowed it from the Uralian inhabitants of the taiga, ilicy 

themselves originating in the steppe. Kota, therefore, must '»c 

a house original to the northorn Uralians, who during the suu ri­

nse duns, and evolved this .typo of dwelling in areas where ti.doer 

is more plentiful, in taiga* and the habitation warmer. 
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CHAPTKE XVIII 

HOLOMO 

Bescript!on.-

Distribution. 

llolomo is a variety of a kota. It differs from it to 

such an extent, however, that it was necessary to differentiate it 

into another distinct type. It has a similar structure of the four 

fitted corner poles, supporting a pyramidal roof-walls. But this 

time the pyramid is cut at the top, somewhere half way up from the 

ground to the apex. A roof ef logs is placed on top. A small hole 

remains in the roof for smoke tc escape. 

A Yakut holorao has the usual Yakut improvement, a log 

chimney. In that case there is no esaoke hole, and the chimney goes 

out through the roof where the wall meets the ro©£, below the crest 

of the crossed poles. 

Again, a holomo may be winterized with sod covering 
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the logs. In non-Yakut holomos the fireplace in on the floor level, 

lined ..ith four small logs, and a cross pole above, or !i,mglng 

cooking pots above fire* 

The holomo evolved directly from the keta* Improvement of 

this type of a house ever its prddeeosoor is in the fast that the 

reef protects waste ef neat. The heleate is later chronologically 

than the kota, though both types appear as contemporary today. 

Its distribution is limited to the i>olgans and Yakuts. 

Formerly it may have been used also by the Tunguz. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

BALAGAN 

Construction.-

Origins. 

B a l a g a n is the final stage of development of the 

pyramidal variety of chaum. It evolved direetly from holomo. There 

are four supporting posts in the corners, with cross-beams and a 

beam on the top of the structure, laid horiigontaly from one side to 

the other. The roof poles ciossiug at the crest were no more neces­

sary and are net found here. The walls are gently sloped of vertical 

logs, on four sides. Balagan in a roofed structure with mild slope. 

The roof logs are attached to the beams, meeting the other side at 

the center. It has a log chimney today, hut an ordinary harth on 

a raised platform had to suffice previously. A smoke-hole was 

nodded then, while the roof is covering the whole area of the home 

today, the chimney is touching the logs without any openings. The 

former fire-place was in the middle of the house, today, in accord 
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the Yakut usage, it is Heated to the right of the entrance, as in 

a holomo or urasa. 

Some spaooous balagans have even additional supporting 

pests in the middle ef eaoh side. In addition, each wall may have 

a tiny window - a necessary development since the smoke-hole is no 

more present. All around the walls there are benches, used both for 

beds and tables. 

There ie a general resemblance of the structure itself 

to that of the keta ef the Nivhs* The beams and pests are very much 

like thoae in the balagan. Of course, the regional variety of the 

keta that is found among the Nivhs is related with the balagan any­

way, since balagan developed from a kota. 

Although today the balagan appears among the Yakuts, it 

is also found among the Bolgans, Because the ftolgane are believed 

to be descendants of the Tunguz, though they adopted lurkic language, 

there is a good ground to believe that some of the Siberian Manchu-

rians also knew the type. 

Seme students of the Yakut dwellings uuggest the balagan 
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originated from two or more wind shelters of the elbelen type placed 

side by side* This hypothesis seems Improbable in the light of the 

above discussion. The balagan belongs to the shalas type of dwelling 

and achieved its present fens thrtugh gradual evolution and improve­

ments. ».e can trace its development through the holomo, kota ~nd 

right to the chum. 

Unlike the urasa whieh is almost an extinct type of 

house in contemporary Yakutia, halagans are round ruite frequently. 

Some, insulated for the winter with sod or dri<?d n.nure, may 

resemble on the outside the log yurta, however, upon examination 

of the interior, one will exactly identify this type oi dwelling 

of Yakutia. 

Chodzid^o, op. cit., p. 119. 
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CTUPT̂ r. XX 

KALYMAN 

Varieties.- Their 

interrelationships and 

occurences. 

There is ne one type known as k a 1 y m a n. It Is a 

characteristic of a group of types, all sharing the material of 

building and the permanence of the house in common. The house is 

permanent, although it may be inhabited only during the winter 

season. Contrary to our general practice, we are coing to describe 

this characteristic as kalyman, because it is too difficult to 

discuss particular case of a winterised dwelling -ith each of 

the above types. 

Thus, a kalyman is a shalas which has been covered with 

a layer of sod, earth or manure to protect it from bitter colds of 

northern latitudes. The Yakuts may even use clay, since at the same 
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time they use the clay to paste their chimneys from inside to make 

the logs fireproof. But the standard equipment is sod, cut in small 

pieces for placing it on the walls of the dwellings. 

Now, proceeding from east to west we vill encounter a 

chum covered by large slabs of sod. It ie known among the Yakuts as 

a g u 1 e m a, and it may be readily adopted for this house. Gulema 

is roughly conioal in shape. Genetically, thanks to its sod covering 

it is a cross between a shalas and a subterranean dwelling. Struc­

turally it has a shalas-like appearance of the chum variety, posses­

sing a skeleton of upright poles leaned against each other at the 

apex of the cone which it resembles. r<n these, large sections of 

neatly cut sod are placed, one above the other, grass en the outside, 

leaving only an opening at the top for illumination and as a smoke-

hole, and space for a doorway. In order to prevent particles of 

earth falling down from the sod to enter food or fall on the beds, 

skins or furs are placed below the poles. 

Gulema - or a trace of it - is found in a relic form 

araong the Oduls, who use the snow to protect thoir chums from the 

colds. The snow is piled up high against the lower jarts of their 

tents. 

The Yakuts are known soasetime® as the ''underground 

Yakuts", at least to their Tunguaie nei.^hours, as observed by 
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WaeXaw Sierossewski during his stay among them. This name was 

probably given them because more then just a chum was covered with 

sod for winter, making their habitations appear as if they were 

subterranean. Bras* and holomo, kots and s log yurta are all dodded 

for winter. All ef them are kalyman habitations. 

Kalyman varies ae to size and details ef execution from 

nation to nation. Its distribution coincides with the Burasiatie 

tundra and the sone ef liehen woodland. It usually serves as a winter 

dwelling for tho people who do net move for great distances in that 

season. It is net a portable home, save for the furnishings. 

Another characteristic area of the kalyman houses is in 

the western part of the region, in European northern-most country, 

Lapland* Bore numerous varieties of a winterised heme developed. 

They almost require separate classification. Their shapes differ. 

But it is due more to the material employed, often peat as in south 

eoatral Lappland, rather than conseious effort of the Lapps to build 

another variety ef a house. 

l9#B«r»4Jrto 
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A Lapp kalyman idsally has a semblance of four walls, 

pyramidally shaped, eince it is actually a kota with a thick layer 

of sod* The sod, unlike in a Yakut gulema, is placed thickly with 

grass side facing the sky, one on top of the other, the sod covering 

being thus of unusually thisk kind. Perhaps under the influenced 

from highly civilised Baltic countries a kalyman in Lappaud may have 

a window for light. A former smoke hole was transformed into a emfll 

opening for an iron stove's pipe. Formerly, as in a summer kota, 

this hole was covered with a pyramidal covering ef boards, carefully 

fashioned, and pushed aside on the sod when not wanted, but always 

handy at the some time. 

In addition to sod, birch branches may be added to the 

walls, leaning on the sod to prevent its sliding down. This additio­

nal feature remind one of an urasa, yet perhaps it is only a super­

ficial resemblance, quite incidental to the motives which created 

the urasa tent. Homes thus built are fairly spaoious, but they often 

vary in shape. Especially the turf or pest brick cover of structure 

changes their shapes to loose that expected symmetry. Often theso 

peat kalymans - the peat being used only as a substitute for sod in 

south central Lapland (under Swedish rule) - have to be j.rotccted 

with stones, i'lat slabs, j,laced on the walls, in order not to be 

deprived of their covering by the winds of the European north!tuido. 
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Those peat kalymans uay have even u i;?Eihlft.rco of vertical 

walls developed, yet the window, franed on . n iii;,lc, will indicate 

former genesis of the house. 

A classical Lapp kalyman will have a lintel held - ith 

indlgeneous native oarvod planks; the door will he of boards, with 

a frame in the sod, SO it would not eloek the movement. Interior 

is often lined with twigs. If a mass of poles complete;: the walls 

of the interior rather than hoards, we may assume sorae relationship 

to the urasa, noted so nany times. 

Thus, a kalyman, though not a house type in itself, is 

a useful concept, simplifying considerably discussion of a very 

important feature in the Eurasiatic northl-nds, tiamely jrotectir. 

of one's dwelling ttvm bitter soldo in the winter seron. 
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CHAPTER XXI 

BARX YURTA. 

Meaning.- Distribu­

tion. 

This type of a house is known in central Asia close to 

the place where the shalas has originated and where the protohouse 

was found. It does deooend straight from the protohouse; witness 

the walls which developed from it and a cupolar roof, so characte­

ristic for the bark yurta. It is named yurta to differentiate it 

from the shalases, that is conical tentB and related houses. The 

people who are the bearers of yurtas are the Altaians. Their ancient 

cradle in the mountains and intormontaigne valleys of Central Aula 

was plentiful in bark, and necessary structural poles to build their 

houses. At the same time those houses had to be lighter than the 

taiga's chum. Thus evolved a yurta, of whieh the first was bark 

yurta. 

The bark yurta appears among the eastern Turks today. 
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It did not spread away from its place of origin, because it is a 

relatively crude dwelling. It is difficult to appraise ltd relation­

ship with ths yaranga, but it must be obvious that they existed 

side by side at one time. This type as well as yarangu, both are 

characterized by possession of walls, the former has a cu.ola obobe 

them, tho latter a cone. 

The bark yurta is construeted of odd pieces of wood that 

can be found in Eastern Turkiland. Most numerous are lar,;e sheets 

of rough bark placed upright as walls. The bark then is joined with 

ropes and/or plyble poles and pegs. Today a door in a frame is 

visible, but previously some native device instead of modern door 

was in use. The roof of a bark yurta is similarly mnde of large 

rough sheets of roped together bark. The roping may be a shared 

trait with the yaranga. 

The bark yurta has a limited distribution in the land 

of the former republic of Tuva whore the Tuvina dwell, among the 

Hakas, Tofalar, Shorcy and Kanaysa nations In southern parts 

of mountaineons iberia. It Is also found among the Kachins, 

a Siberian Tatar nationality. 
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CHAPTER XXII 

LOG YURTA 

Origin.- Description,-

Distribution. 

Tho log yurta evolved directly from the bark type of 

yurta. Its first appearance took place in the same general area 

of the Altaian lands, namely the country of the East Turkiland 

and northern Mongolia. It is unknown further to the east, among 

the Kanehurian branch of the Altaians, and therefore it is unlikely 

that the Tunguz migration brought it to the north with them. It 

is not possible, at the present level of knowledge, to find out 

whether it was originally a Turkic or a Mongolian type of house 

or whether both those branches of the same ethnollr.ruistic family 

may claim it as their own. The log yurta is a typically taiga 

adaptation of the yurta. Instead of only bark, it freely employs 

timber for building. Nevertheless, the type as such, although 

typical of todays Yakutia, Buryat Mongolia, and Eastern Turkiland, 

is composed of several borrowed materials and elements. 
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The idea of log building itself came to the Altaians from 

tho Uralians, to he more specific, from the Finns. It oecured moBt 

likely considerably before the Colonial Period set in, and therefore 

the Russian conquest of Siberia cannot be credited for introducing 

the principle ef leg building. The principle was long before the 

Baselans in practice among the Altaians of those regions and of 

Yakutia. That is true, on the other hand, that the rinns themselves 

adopted the principle and technique of leg building from the Indo­

europeans, probably from the Balteslavs. They did not adopt it 

as it was, but modified it with the s 1 e g technique of roof 

building adopted from the Faleoasians. It ment that the roof was 

plaoed en oeveral horisontal logs, parallel to the crest of the 

roof of tho cabin. Those histories have to be mentioned, although 

they are not part of the nomad eulture per se, in order xo understand 

well the origin of the log yurta. 

The displacement of the Turkic Yakuts from the vicinity 

of Lake Baikal by the Buryat Mongols, caused the former to take the 

log yurta with them to their new environment in the Lena Basin. 

Was it then that the Mongols became squinted with this type of 

dwelling, adapting it for own use as we find it today among them 

or had they knowledge of it before the displacement of the Yakuts 

cannot be readily determined. 
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The shape of the log yurta varies; it may be from four to 

eight-sided. The usual among the Yakuts is six walls; the saxae 

prevails among the other Altaians. Ths Ugric Hants, ho.-rover, have 

a four wall yurta* This far north-wastern distribution may be a 

result of gradual northern and western drift of the Uralians from 

thoir cradle nore towards Central Asia, where it would be neighbour 

to that of the Altaians. It is also in this general vicinity that 

the Finns adopted the sleg technique of roof building, a technique 

found on many a Ugric house of the haltan complex* 

Like many other of their bouse types, the Yakuts unified 

the interior. The log yurta received beaches, log chimney, windows, 

and even may be covered with sod or clay for winter. Thus, no 

natter what type, a Yakut heme always look alike. 

There is one more thing among the foreign elements in. the 

log yurta, namely the roof itself. It is a roof vaguly reminiscent 

of a shalas, a wooden cone or pyramid. Soaie log yurtas have slogs, 

others have crested poles at the top. The roof, however important, 

is of lesser nignificance is far as our typology is concerned, 

and since it may bring more ties .vith the European settled aations, 

it is not necessary to be dealt N>re, 

Thus, the log yurta is found to be ;.i direct development 

from a bark yurta, and that development har, l.>iu-u place somewhere 
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along the borderland between the taiga a.id tho Mountains o.' uouthern 

Siberia. 

Today log yurtas are known among the Ugrian* in ,.e stern 

Siberia, in Yakutia, in the Buryat Lepuhlic, and in the Astern 

Turkiland. 
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CHAPTER XXIII 

CHAPABA 

Origin.-

Distribution. 

This predecessor tent of the heavy-felt yurta evolved 

directly from the b.rk tent of the Central Asiatic mountains. The 

bark yurta was not as well done, however, its appearance being not 

attractive by any standards. The c h a p a r a on the other hand 

is a tent of the yurta type executed with skill and a high degree 

of beauty. It evolved - through tho intermediary of the hark yurta -

from the protohouse of Buret, with all its attributes needed for a 

life on steppe, disgarding its ice age aspects. Eere, in a chapara, 

there is a line of posts, covered on the outside with reed matts, 

if in the south-west, bark and heavy felt further north, forming 

a circular wall. The posts are driven into the ground vertically. 

An opening for a doorway is left in the wall, where a curtain is 

hanged. On the posts lean poles, crossed at the center with a hoop. 
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The hoop is lashed to them* The hoop is a sign of a yurta. It dif­

ferentiates this type ef dwelling from a shalas, which does not 

employ any sueh device permitting the poles to project freely throu, h 

a smoke hole. The reef ef felt is built on the poles. It is flat or 

s little steep, hut it never hae an apex, the hoop preventing it 

from having it. The roof and valla receive lashings of rope, par­

ticularly tho roof, if felt is ussd, to keep it in place. 

The chapara is not found north of the steppe. Its dis­

tribution does not coincide with that of the bark yurta, but is 

a more southerly trait. It does overlap with the bark yurta, and 

most probably the area oi overlapping could be regarded as a cradle 

of this type. Today, chapara is found in Turkestan, edges of the 

Iranian Plateau and the mountaineous areas ef Central Asia. In this 

latter place it probably started its existence. Ethnically the 

chapara is limited to Turkic peoples, coming in contact with the 

lion, oliane in the north-eastern edge of its region, and the 

Aryans (Indo-Iranians) in the south. The nations there are most fond 

of this tent are the Altaians, Uzbees and others; the former have 

rather tall chaparas, thelatter - flattish; the difference may be 

explained by differences in precipitation. Certain chaparas resemble 

a kumsekepe yurta by possession of a three ropes ctossing another set 

of three ropes on the roof over the doorway. On borderlands of 

Iran, the Hasareytiana and Dahemshids also dwell in chaparas. 
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Interior oi' ,\ chapara is very i.uch liko ilw.i, '...? ;•. t'o 

y\rta, arranged .ith oriental comfort, and limited ''uriiiture. 

is z.lzo ,',-ooh no Mag that the reed matts around the out.u .o oi 

wall i; apparently of south-west Asiatic origin; it io li Ihs 

ou^trles o£ I'ceopotamlo that reed housee are Ui-.ed ',p •:.© Lids 

and ;..; parent ly ooat of the south-western influence ,'u.i. i e\>\ o 

the Ir. ui«n . 1 teau even to Turkestan. 
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CHAPTER XXIV 

i'ELT YURTA 

Description.-

Regional varieties.- Distri­

bution. 

This type of dwelling is a. typically steppic habitation. 

It is portable, fairly light and easy to pitch during frequent stop­

overs of nomadic pastoralist life. It is a typically Altaian type 

of dwelling, and except for the Tadahiks, is not used by others. 

It evolved directly from the chapara. It improved chapara's struc­

tural side of dwelling. It also has a skeleton, but a much more 

elastic, easier to carry and to erect. In addition, it is lighter 

than obapara, although there are more parts to it. 

The outline of a yurta is circular. It has vertical 

walls all around, s. ve for the door opening. The walls are made of 

willow or similar wickers, crossed and intercrossed with the other 
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ones, the basis touohing the ground, the tops coming up and folding 

a frame with attached to it bent roof poles, ill this wicker-work 

is set on an angle, thus base of each wicker la not directly below 

its top, but further on, along tho wall. The roof poles meet in a 

hoop at the very top of the structure. All the poles, whoa necessary, 

have small sookets and projections to fit them, thus H-king the building 

stronger and easier to assemble and dismantle. Otherwise small leather 

thongsare tied around crossed reds, which serve the same purpose. 

A large yurta measures about 8 meters across. In the gap left in 

the wall stronger poles are placed vertically and a door frame is 

placed there. The hoop at the top of the cupolar roof leaning on 

the rods which bend gently inwards at the middle, and then again 

to the hoop, measures somewhere about 40 to 90 centimeters. The 

roof rods are about 2$ meters long, to 3 metere. They art placed 

meeting the wall in about 20 centimeter intervals. 

Lashings ef horsehair pass spirally down, strenethenia, 

the frame additionally. On top of this oev ral 1 »rgc .hcet-3 of 

heavy felt are placed and are roped in position. The os, enisv. i*1 

the roof lies directly above the ire place, usually locate1 in 

a shallow pit. Since yurta was a ohimney-les (kurny) hut, this 

opening served as a smoke hole. Touring the ni^ht an, /or poor 

weather the smoke hole wa© coverdd «ith a piece of hc<v./-*olt. 

The door is made out of * he vy-Jelt curtain, puohod aside vhen 

entering or leaving the premises, or rolled up lor convenience 



- 100 -

and ventilation. Felt is spread on the floor 01 -1 .alls on (ho in­

side, the letter ecu be also h.mgod wit' reed matts, decorated 

with woollen ornaments, 'Tool rugs are pi ced justt belo" the heavy-

felt roofing, with the hair down, to display the de&ipnu. >amorous 

carpets and pillows, many of them large, arc piled on to? of the 

other, and ore used in lieu of furniture and ae 1 edding. The floot 

is also covered with rugs. In recent times iron stoves were intro­

duced, with a pipe replacing the old smoke 'ele. In addition, mo­

dern doors replaced the oldfashlonod ones. Trequently, evei rw 

tents, replace the old yurta. 

The yurta is a house much more developed technoloclcally 

than other tents of the Eurasian northland. Boin,̂  derived as a 

steppic tent, from its predecessors, it is better suited to this 

particular mode of life then any one of them. It 7oes function 

yery well as a house of the steppe's nomadic shepherds among the 

Altaians and the Indoeuropean Tadshiks alike. 

Today distribution of the felt yurta ic very i.ide. It 

predominates among the inhabitants of Groi.ter Mongolia, ''aotorn 

Turkiland, Turkestan, Chinese Turkestan and it io uood, clthou/h 

in a smaller edition, auonc the "nnchuri^n Tungu/ east o, thr> Lake 

Baikal. 

In Europe, it arrived with the saimuks, .hero it was 
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found until 1945 until the Soviet destroyed that nation, betveen 

the lower Volga diver and North Caucasia. 

There are certain varieties in thio typo of habitation, 

they iio not conatitute separate types, however, lor they „ire found 

among the satae families, made by the tame tribes. More individual 

variety, then coaolvus effort to build some ot? or typo motivates 

the builders of those felt yurtas, therefore we ..ill not separate 

them into different types, hut merely mention there existence* 

Seme yurtas, depending on the shape of rods and a hoop, iuivc an 

almost perfectly cupolar appearaneof others have a very pronounced 

bump on the cupolaj still other yurtas are almost conical. All 

those characteristic shapes were taken by soiae as ,;uidcs to estab­

lish typological classes lor thia type 01 habitation. , uch a 

classification vould be merely a superficial deaoriptivc study of 

variations occuring within the type. 
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CHAPTEli XXV 

KARAHECHA 

Origin.- Distribution. 

This type of yurta evolved from the same ancestry as 

tho felt yurta; it has the same skeleton; it uses felt sheets for 

the roof; it ropes them down like it is done on a felt yurta. The 

Only visible difference - almost a regional variation of it - is 

abundant use of reed matting for walls. The reeds are sawn together 

in an ornamental fashion, leaning on the framework. The roof is 

of black heavy-felt with attached ropes, that held it do m. It is 

of cupolar shape or a bit flattened on top. The reed is a south-weut 

Asian trait. 

Karakecha is found among the Uzbecs on the e -atom side 

of the Caspian Sea and among the 4zerbaydzhani^n tribe of :adar 

located at the confluence of Kura and Araks river®, on the western 

side of the Sea. 
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It would be most interesting to reconstruct the way 

along which karakecha penetrated to the west. Although fchere is 

the felt yurta distributed without any discontinuity right through­

out Razakstan to the lower Volga, and beyond in Eainukistan, there 

are high Caucasian mountains in the way that forbid any further 

penetration, and a different highlander population of the North 

Caucasia, which would not have any need to accept this type of 

dwelling. 

On the other hand there is definite connection between 

the Turkestan and Aserbaydtshan dwellings and languages. The same 

group of yurtas is found there, including the areas south of the 

Caspian Sea: Karakecha, kapa and kames~kepe. All these names 

have at least part of their heme in common, "kape",P.Kcch&" and 

"kepe" denoting thie type of dwelling, and "kara" meaning "black" 

in respect to tho roof tops. Undoubtedly, therefore, we may 

assume that the yurta in south-eastern Caucasus arrived t!iore via 

the southern shores ef tho Caspian* 
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KUMB2-KMPB 

Bescriptlott." 

Distribution* 

This type presents some unexpected problems. Ithough it 

is somewhat similar to the yurtas, there may be a suspicion that its 

tall round structure with reed roof, and dry clay on the reed walls 

is of south-weat Asian, or even Afroasian origin. Skeleton., however, 

of contemporary buildings is that of a felt yurta. It employs also 

the rope for the roof* As a matter of fact, there are two ropes on 

each side of the roof, ereosing with the other two ropes abo&e the 

doors. The same is true of the interior* The ropes are very broad, 

ribbon-like. 

Here, in southern Turkestan where this type predominates, 

it is nevertheless regarded even by the native peo; les as a relic. 

As a matter of fact they erect yurtas of this kind in thoir yards, 

as a summer dwelling besides their more permanent adobe buildings. 

Turkmen, Karakalpake, Uzbeks, 'fadzhike and even iggiz have this 

dwelling, but more southerly Turkmenistan has the Majority. The roof 

there may be of felt on the standard pattern. 
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Since kumez-kepe are built by the well-to-do people 

as on additional dwelling in their farmstead, they are well prepared 

inside in an oriental style, with pillows, some chests, rugs. 
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CHAPTE I XXVII 

KAPA 

Distribution.-

Varieties. 

This type of dwelling is used as a summer house by the 

groups on peripheries of >urkestan and Iran, also south of the Cas­

pian Sea, and in tho mountains of Afganistan. Especially the latter 

type can be regarded as a directly foreign type which blends in 

with the yurta thanks to certain techniques of building and material 

employed in its construction. It is a struoture used by tho nomads 

of Iran, with reed or wicker-work walls, and wicker-work roots, 

covered with ends and odds, including felt* Otherwise $.£ not xor 

this material its relationship to the yurta would be quite distant. 

The true kapa however is a kind of felt yurta or any 

of the two previously discussed of it.i v.vrieties. It has redd walls, 

and felt roof. Its roof is roped down to protect its throwing away 
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by the wind. The roof is of hlaok heavy-felt (voylok). The distin­

guishing feature of this dwelling is its arohy doorway. * e arch 

is brought to a . olnt at the top, at the hight oi the isî heet point 

in the roof itself* It has also a cover ef felt xor the snoke " cle, 

a cover fashioned out in the form of a small pyramid, .>ome of the 

kapas may have less regular features, partioularly the IOOX. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 

PIT DWELLINGS 

Origins.- Kinds.-

Distribution. 

Only among the nations of Eastern Siberia the subterranean 

dwelling eurvived until the twentieth century. It was known among 

tho Eskimos and Aleuts, the Luoravetlans, Nymylans and Itelmens, the 

Kivhs and in a relic form partly among the Oduls and other northern 

peoples. The north-east Siberian Valkar, as the pit-house is known 

here, is almost an ezaot replica of the Upper Paleolithic prototype 

to most of the subsequent north Asiatic nomad dwellings. It was 

preserved among tho fishers and sea-mammal hunters on the Arctic 

and Pacific shores, among the peoples with a very simple culture. 

A w a l k e r has a smoke hole which Is at the same 

time an entrance* Inhabitants descend the interior with the help 
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of a notched log serving as a ladder. In later years after the 

Conquest the netehed log gave way to an ordinary ladder. The smoke 

hole-entrance way is in the eenter of the domed, gently sloped 

roof. The valkara were used as winter quarters only; they were too 

warm for the summers, the natives returning to the ether types 

during those months, and wintering in this relie ef the predominant 

typo of a house in the iee age In that part ef Asia. 

During the XVIIIft-XIXft centuries there prevailed a 

squarish type of a pit-house among the Eskimos and some Luoravet­

lans. They had a corridor for an entrance way, always facing the 

sea or a river. Like in the houses of Buret, among building mate­

rial baleen in lieu ef ivory, and stone played a prominent role. 

Particularly the Luoravetlan roof tops vere made of whale bone. 

Again, like in the prototype they used reindeer antler strengthened 

and fastened with leather thongs. 

The valkars were usually eireular; they were, technically 

speaking, semi-subterranean, yet were covered entirely with earth; 

they were visible from the surface only as low mounds of 2 or 2>i 

meters high, and with an area of about 25 meters squared. The 

tundra and lichen woodlands of the Upper Paleolithic in southern 

Siberia, and its todays distribution in the northern part of the 

country, provide for an identical almost mode of life to modern 

Poleoaslans and their neighbours, what it provided for their 
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Uagdalenlan ancestors. Mulls there was a shortage of timber - ione 

and antler were uot laekinjj. 

Interiors of the pit dwellings are spaoious; Uwber 

lines the walls, when timber is available, and pests hel<; t t 

timber in place, and help to keep the roof from eavii » m . Only 

among the Aleuts of the Komandorskie Islands the roof is aaue to 

resemble an altana. There even may he some ground to think that 

there is some mixture ef the two manifested in the -• leut hoEie. 

The Nymylan pit dwelling in addition to its subterranean part has 

boarding leaning o-., four posts on the outside. The boarding forms 

a structure reseKblic^ the hour glass, except that it is on an 

angle rt-ther than curved. In the upper part of the structure t! ere 

is uv;- smoke hole. It seems to be a superstructure for prevention 

of colds and snow blowing through tho smoke bole an<" irom water 

erosior and soil creep of the roof of the dwelling. The Mvha' 

underground dwelling has some characteristics also of the balagan 

complex, as it has poets-beams arrangement to keep the roc 01 

vertical timbers in place. 

'Ihe entire .sone of tundra and teif̂ a or northern •«.; ifor-

ous forest, of iJurasia, t/ao iuh.ibiteJ originally by /it-h. ,..,«. 

dvellers, hunters of the 3valeolithic ;c. Their tyje >.>£ du>elli;v> 

survived on peripheries of northern 1'urasia, to be supply tod 

elsewhere by other ones that have evolved since the .h'e&olithic. 
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CHAPTRK XXIX 

TIIE \LTANA COMPLEX 

Elbelen.- Its com­

binations.- Origin.-

Distribution. 

Haltan or altana complex involve numerous typos of dwel­

lings resulting of combinations of a simple wind break and their 

further evolution* The wind break suggests for a very distant origin 

further to the south, where similar breaks are known, in a more 

southerly latitude with aridity. The Australian wind shelter may 

have common snoestry with the Yakut and Manchurian and Ogric type 

known ae e l b e l e n ; its synonym h a l t a n or a l t a n a 

was adopted to denote the whole complex. 

The elbelen is a type of a most primitive habitation, 

being merely a wind protootion, and a one-sided rain protection. 

The other three sides are exposed to wind end rain, therefore it 
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is ereoted in a fashion where the roof is facing the prevailing 

dirootion of winds. 

A classical elbelen rests en two posts, each with a fork 

on top, and a pole laid on the forks. A Yakut elbelen is then built 

of vertical poles placed side by side on the ground and leaned to 

rest en the horisontal supporting pole. The cross-pole may get an 

occasional side support, either to reinforce one of the posts or 

elsewhere. 

An Ugric elbelen is finer. It has a similar skeleton, 

but the roof-wall is made ef less than a dozen vertical popes on 

whieh sheets of bark were laid. A harth was just outside of the 

roof at the middle of the length of the house, so as to permit the 

smoke to go up without smoking in the tent. 

There were two ways in which evolution proceeded. A short 

wall was added at the end of the side of the tent, thus the former 

side become a roof. The roofing poles were either extended and 

bent, being at the same time wall posts and roof poles, or a new 

set of wall posts were placed in the ground below the roof poles. 

During the next stage two side walls were added to this 

structure, and still later, a front wall. Now, the bark on the 

roof is protected by long horisontal poles - these being proto-
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typoe of the s l o g construction known from the Finnic cottages 

- the preto-slegs being held in place by poles driven into the 

ground along the side walls. Theirsis a double function for they 

also keep the wall bark in place. Tho front bark was stretched 

between several poles* Tops of the posts crossed the vertical 

roof polos* The door was fitted from this side, showing that the 

traditional entrance was free of wall in the ancestral type. 

Another type - found besides the Ugrians also among the 

Tonga* - took shape when two elbelens were place side by side, 

yet with reefs apart, which permitted the smoke to leave the pre­

mises at fcill. A smoke hole in the a1tanas evolved from that 

opening* The two elbelens shared a common harth in between. • one 

set of forked posts is known also for a similar structure, but 

then the opening as such was not necessary, smoke found its way 

through small holes in the roof and in the sides. The Tunguz 

eovered one ef the sides with some cloth, which served also as 

a door* 

another type resulted from placing two walled on three 

sides elhelens alongside. The roofs were joined, find a smoke hole 

Of small sise appeared. The door was found on the narrow side, 

reminding of the formerly open space between the two before their 

growing-together took place. 3 p a r o g s or the dossing of 

the roof poles at the crest appeared whenever two shelters were 
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joined* House ef this type is found throughout the Paleoasian 

territory on the Amur and in the Paleeasian Archipelago (the 

Kurilee, Sahalin and YeBO or Hokkaido). We know that the paleo-

aalatie race atretches far beyond the Paleoaaian speech , we 

suppose that they lived in most of what is now Siberia before the 

Uralic expansion in this part of Eurasia; the earliest Paleoaeian 

skeletons were of paleeasiatic race. This evidence is supported 

by the Ugric and Tungus dwellings, partcularly by the described 

above Ugric houses on the Ob. The elbelen and its derivatives 

appears to be residual form of former culture of the .'aieoasian 

Siberii. Although the west-3iberion, and again, east-.jibcrian 

manifestations of this complex seem to be very distantly oecui'ing 

phenomena, it is e:..ay to deduce interrelationships between them, 

and their common genesis. 

It is safe to reconstruct this much. The Yakuts adopted 

the elbelen from tho Tunguz, who in turn received the type from 

seme former inhabitants, Poleoasiates or the Uralian conquerors. 

The Ugrians on the other hand adopted the complex from the former 

population, the i'aleoasians themselves. They forgot about their own 

Uralic chum. From the L'grians the ; inns adopted the slogs* 1 erhups 

even sueh a typically Slavic feature of folk architecture as the 

spareg may be of i^aleo&sian origin with the Ugro-i'inns as interme­

diaries. But these considerations lead out of the province of 

nomad populations ef Northern L'urasia. 
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A house of the Ulche, a Tungus nation on the lower Amur, 

has a forked post on both short sides of the walls, uder the main 

horisontal pole and eaoh slog. This time, though, the alegs are 

resting below the roof covering of birch bark, on which there are 

poles laid perpendicular ly to the roof pole; the poles cross 

each other in form of numerous aparogs. The door is en the shorter 

side beside the forked support post. The smoke hole is on one side 

of the longer extent of the roof, not in its crest. It reflects 

further on the composite origin of the house; to the fire place 

just outside of the elbelen. It is a much larger house than that 

of the Ufrians. It is taller, too, and generally rhows some influ­

ence of tbo semi-permanent fishermen who live there. 

A similar, but more primitive structure is found among 

the Tunguz of the hegidaley nation of the lover iljaur, where the 

forked posts are extending beyond the walls and therr lend support 

to the main beam and alegs. 

Another type of house evolved from the two walled elbe­

lens placed side by side, with the hole in between them, sharing 

the same harth. When tho structure becane joined with bent poles, 

leaving smoke hole only, no sparogs *re possible but a gently 

curving roof. Either this or any of the formerly described homes 

of the elbelen complex must have been shared also by the Hungarians 

before their departure for the Ponnertian steppe in Central Europe 
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more than ten eenturlos ago. 
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CMFTia XXX 

Tim FILt MILLINGS 

Hast Asian palafites.-

Swiss lake dwellings.-

Clay model ef Professor 

Mxmm Majewski from Popadnia. 

Perhaps most typical among the pile dvelliags la northern 

Eurasia are those ef the faleoasians. They survived in Eastern,..,. 

Siberia until the heginning of the W& century, to he replaced by the 

mere modern log cabins adopted from the Siberian Slavs* 

,.". r... *&8t itelmens of southern Kamchatka Peninsula built plat­

forms on up te nine piles driven into the ground with a ladder lead­

ing te the platform on one side, opposite the entranee to the house. 

On that platform a tall conical tent, aerne times ef skins, sometimes 

Of grass, was erected. There was also a waikhoard around the tent 

OR the platform* 

The Koryak fishermen built also pile houses. Their plat* 
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forms stood on poles assembled in tripods, several to a platlorea. 

In addition, the walkboards were fenced with airy barriers built of 

horizontal peles. Those walkboards were like little elevated yards. 

wishing nets often dried on the barriers, extending do•«: to the ground. 

On the platforms stood elongated or pyramidal structures of vertical 

planks, appearing very irregular, yet presenting a fairly homo­

geneous picture when compared with the other ones. 

Some of the other Kamchatka pile dwellings stood on plat­

forms totally occupied by the main house of rectangular shape. That-

ehed roof oa both sides of the longer side of the rectangle was held 

by horizontally laid uncut poles, some extending beyond the rooffis 

end, the others being shorter than the roof. The two other sides of 

the rectangle were occupied by walls. The piles were driven on each 

end and in the middle of the house. The posts supportaing the roof 

in the middle wore the longest, others held the roof from the side 

to prevent its sliding. Thus, unlike the two former kinds of • ile 

dwellings, the piles were incorporated right into the main livi.re­

structure, as its supporting postd. The doorway was in one o2 the 

narrower side ef the rectangle. And the whole houses were rather 

tall, perhaps as a precaution from floods and/or wild animals. 

Some horizontal posts joining the piles can be seen as an a^dod 

strengthening to the existing structure. Xh-ie i- <„n intcrestinr; 

hypothesis put forward as an explanation of one of tl;e origins of 

a cottage or cabin in connection with those horizontal beams. It 
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v;as presented by Jrofessor oni.> lowaki * ./ho Larltiatd tlwiteovwia^ 

oi ^he piles wit! side planks or jol^s Uelov the house, o; irinally 

for protection of the harth from winds was instruu* nt?>l i.> . "±ii.-•; 

of a mo 'err. house. 

The palfites aswe know them in lias term iboriu are <,doubt-

edly rfn. ::ta of a widely spread way of hone hull in,;, irt ~ib*ria. 

•elic forms of sueh buildings oan be found in the form of a m h a r a 

- Siberian granaries of today, _nd ii- cold utorc.~e hose® on stilts. 

I .<•/ seem to be o.i routb lr>i..ii origin. I'D ibori. they roh-hly 

came nlonr tie e^tteiu maritime country. It ie • eo earl,; to say 

whether they verc brfj,~h^ hy sone Eti£. atin« « v> or were simjily 

borroved wit2;out Ju r.fJiut; of po".action s'.iftlng. 

There are also pile dwellings known in the western p..rt of 

:'ort era Eurasia, in Switzerland, Poland and the ;kr, ii . r e liter 

are -i.mss only from elay models, la particular, the best I<-•».-., in 

the outside, house on stilts deooribed by Professor rasu '/'aj?w^i 

who finalised the expedition to Popudaia* Professor Childe 1L< 

the opinion that the piles are only legs of the clay toy o .jclelm 

and - c not significant. The other palafites from Euro , , as well 

,\s those from the .odels are those of the sottled po^uiu*.!^. . 

' i 'a jewski, S.rasua, i n "-/uiatovifc"» Vol. LIV, t>. 1M, Vol. ' J . iml'M. 

Child®, V- G.» The ^awit of ^tiropean w i v i l i g a t i o n , aj . e i t . , w« . lart-
140. 
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CT!\W!5R XXXI 

PW18LLINGS ONT WHEELS 

Clay models from antiquity.-

Gypsy wagons.- Sporadic 

oeeurrences in Asia and 

Europe• 

According to Childe already the Aryans, that is the Indo-

Iranian branch of the Indoeueepean family, while still reaming the 

Ukrainian, aozak sad Kasak steppes used the wheel dwellings in the 

form of a ohuek wagoa. Often it was ornately deeorated with buttons 

aud showed high degree of workmanship. The covers were either tex­

tiles or hidee. *»hole family must have lived and travelled in those 

covered wagons. They were probably used also for warfare. The 

Soythians are known to have continued the tradition of their fore­

fathers, sinoe we know some models ef Scythian origin of the covered 

wagon. 

Also the Gypsies, being related to Uie ycyi'.iwns, carry 

II II I m '• • ' " 

Childe, V. G., The Growth of Culture in : arb^ic Europe, op. cit. 
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the old Aryan tradition. They did not stop using the the covered 

wagon as a house. They cover it with light coloured fabric. They 

roam eeldom in northern latitudes, preferring steppic lands of 

Eurasia and the countries of the Mediterranean. They were nearly 

all exterminated by the Germans during the World #ar II. Some still 

survived from the German genocide. they abandoned however thejrr 

old wandering way of life. With the new duty to regenerate, they 

changed to sedentary life, abandoning their houses on wheels. The 

Gypsy wagons resembled rery much the American pioneer covered 

carts, with whieh they are genetically related. 

In Asia's center sporadically we find houses en wheels. 

They arc usually something extraordinary, reserved for the royalty. 

One example is that ef the powerful Mongol rulers of the Empire 

days who erected an ornamented, rich felt yurta on a round plat­

form with a fenced board walk in front. It had a double purpose, 

to permit the driver to stand and to let the occupant of the 

tent to stay there as well. Thero four wheels, two on each side, 

and twenty oxen to pull the monstrosity. The pulling force was 

arranged in two raws, ten in each. Additional drivers walked along 

when the ruler moved. 

In Asi-'. Minor certain ^eddlem may also h?i.ve a house on 

wheels, including their workshop. The artisans individual invention 
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should b© credited for this, however, morn than a lo^ul custom. 

Therefore it con not be regarded as general. 

A hundred years ago, in vicinity of Pozn&n in western 

roland the first prototype of a modem trailer was built. It was 

erected on a farm, by a farmer named Drsyuvajfa. 1'he reason for 

building the trailer, hsuco known as "DrsymtXa'a •>'agonrt was political 

one. "'he Cermine who occupied iivvt part of the country after the 

defeat ef \apoleon aad his ally, tho soles, iorbude ?oles to build 

houses oa the grouad. \ wagon iu. uer-T,,;.,:. low was not technisally a 

house, and the house oa vheels von a victory, becoming a symbol 

of liberty. It is merely an interesting episode in the history of 

houses on heels, but it can not he regarded as a habitation of a 

nomaa population, therefore has to he mentioned only casually ir this 

book. 

Today only the Gypsies - and that in a relic fore, since 

they have peruaneat quarters by now, putting their wagons wide It-if 

ourvived from destruction by the Gen,, ins-*o thoir bach y»rdn, 

preserve- housea oik v/heols in nor hern ûr-.sia. Th'-se houses definit­

ively so bach directly to the model of their Arya/~ ancestors as 

shown by the excavated evidence. 

file:///apoleon
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CEiPTER XXXII 

MBLLINOS ON SLEDS 

Origin*- Distribution. 

It is known to the Siberian Slavs and the native Siberian 

population under the name of h a 1 o k. It is a rery simple, box 

like house, built ef boards, elongated. It is pulled by reindeer. 

Tho sled house is a very useful type of a dwelling for the northern 

latitudes. It is not necessary to pitch it ev«ry time the camp is 

built, and yet it is in its entirety portable, being at the same 

time a shield for the young ones and property from atmospheric 

conditions. 

Its origin is probably modern. It is ascribed to the 

Slavs of Siberia ae originators. Of course it is not restricted 

today to that group of inhabitants of Siberia, but is used by the 

natives as well. 

It is found among the northern Yakut people, the Dolgans 

and in the neighbouring region. The Taymyr ieninsula la richest in 

this type of dwelling when compared with other parts of .Siberia. 
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The skeleton ie a frame with many connecting planks, 

built of planks whioh in America would be called "two-by-fours". 

Tlvn it ie covered vith hides from the outside. The roof is 

gently convex. The baloh has two ruanara, eurved ii front so as 

not to catch in a hole or ebstaole on the path* fhe deer is 

located in one of tho longer fides ef tk* house. It has aloe one 

&n 11 windew facing the front, to provide for the looking after 

the herd ihile at stoftf or alenf'the way* furniture in baloke ie 

sir\ le, hut definitively of modern affiliation. Siople bed facing 

V,.r i ch wall, e table, a stool are the essential items. Apparently 

it h s to do something with the natives and i^ssians in administra­

tive or ether. Lee above-avera«e positions in the nomadic nortbland. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII 

THE BOAT DWELLINGS 

The ilimkas of the Eete.-

Other peripheral houses 

on hoata** Junks* 

An interesting house is found among the Ket nation in the 

Yenieey valley. It is "longheuse" erected on a boat. The boat 

itself, measuring up te 15 meters in length, is known to the 

loeal Russians as an i l l m l c a . The longhouse is built of 

poles, uttaahed with their ends to the sides of the boat, yet 

permitting a free passage alongaide to tho inhabitants. The poles 

ore eoaneoted with unbent ones laid on top of the others, and the 

whole skeleton ie covered with birch bark sheets* 

The living quarters was situated in one half of the 

sheltered area, separated with a partition from a magazine or a 

stock area. The door led to the living section, uhich was 

considered - naturally - to be tho first in importance, and the 
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storage room being the seeond. A tall mast stood in the middle of 

tho heat, to support & bread, squarish srdl, fastened on additional 

supports and ropes. The sail was put in place during winds only, 

being etorod away in time of calm and/or "parking" - along tho 

bank of tho river - side by side with other ilimkaa. 

The heats used the river only along the banks, the 

people - in company ef their dogs - resorted to ores only in 

harder oituations encountered en their course. Certain iron part.. 

wore used for the upper part of the mast, where It met the other 

eress-beams. 

Although the boats used a river, yet they had aot a 

flat bottom, the river being one of Siberia's largest, and the 

boat being of fair sise, the I ets had to get used te navigation. 

Although they are a small nation, yet iliahas are not used by 

them all. Its geographical distribution was limited to the 

southern half of their nation, although both i,i the main valley 

of the river and on its tributary, the , odkauorjaaya Tungusha. 

When anchoring at the bank, some dozen or more ilimkas 

for a moving "aettlencnt", each boat projected a post vitb i.-hicn 

it was attached to a shorter one on tho bank, dor longer tripe 
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the heavy ilimkas became pretty and light, swiftly travelling 

with all the goods and animals from a settlement to a settlement. 

Although the ilimkas are grouped rather with the larger boats, 

I 
they remind one or Chinose sampans. 

Further to the south and upstream from the "et domain 

ef today, in a mixed territory ethnieally speaking, but definitive­

ly with the Russians being the most numerous, and dominant, 

nationality, on the Tenisey river near the town of Krasnoyarsk 

similar boat dwellings were encountered. This time, however, they 

were the dwellings of tho Russians themselves. 

In the same area - possibly the one further to the 

j 
north was stent - it waa said that the natives dwell in boats, 

It is interesting, that the ethnic makeup of the vicinity 

ef Lrasnoyarsk has changed - it was £©rsierly a . et area - but the 

dwelling type survived .<iaon̂  the new masters of the 1 ad. 

Levin, M. G., and \. P. Votapov, Narody ,-'.jM.ri,, op. cit., pp. 
001,693. 

Personal communication idth 3 rof essor rogiku* tfahorski. 

3Ibid. 
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Some sporadically-appearing dwelling boats could h.> 

located also on the Amur river in eautern liberie.. But it ie China 

i. at has its housee OK bo >ts, the jtiics, by the th'. •- z.*z on boih 

major rivers. 

It is interesting to direct attention to the f ,ct, •'," t 

b^th the -cts and the Chinese belong te the save linguistic f,j-ily, 

separated early from their kinsmen. It is known tha* the "els 

lived furt ^r south than thoir present habitat, and that tho 

C*ine^e, j-inilarly, lived further towards the Gobi desert. The 

similarity betveen the junk and the llimka may be superiicial, 

yet it is, at the saae tirae intri;~idng, that the only difference 

between then is that jâ u.:o are occupied all ;.s«r roua v, ,hiie 

the ilinha is a strictly sunnier residence. 

'Mild s]i, op. cit. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV 

RESULTS 

General considera­

tions.- Summing up. 

Wo found out from the foregoing that it is possible and 

useful to establish house types on genetic basis in northern Eura­

sia, and on the basis of their distribution and present-day associa­

tion with cthnolinguistic groups to theorize about their former asso­

ciations and ways of expansion. 

Although, in general, we found relationships between natu­

ral zones of tundra and taiga with the shalas, and yurta with the 

steppes and desert, we found also that those results are net abso­

lute, and that with migrations of peoples new ways were introduced 

in the building customs of the region. Or, thet the old way was 

modified to suit tastes of the newcomers, nut not disappearing 

altogether; often eld and new types existing side by side. 
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Sinoe the remote antiquity of the ice age, during the 

peri-glacial period of southern Siberia's history, in the Upper 

Paleolithie times lived a population dwelling in semi-subterranean 

prototype housee to most of the later nomadic habitations. 

Now, in Mesollthle times, out of that prototype evolved 

two types of tents: yurta in the steppe and shalas in taiga. This 

ehalas - a eonieal tent - came west for the first time with the 

people known te archaeologists under the name of their material 

eulture Tardenoisisn-Swiderian, belonging to the laponoid race. 

A eeeond wave of the shalas carriers arrived during the Neolithic, 

characterised by the Comb Culture, they pushed the former people 

to the north; they were predominantly paleoasiatic, racially. While 

they belonged te two different races, they were all members ef the 

Urallan linguistic family* The first wave of immigrants to Europe, 

tho shalas dwellers, were probably of Sameyedic affiliation, 

having reindeer along, although it could not have been fully 

domesticated yet. They most likely proceeded straight from the 

Sayan mountains, apparently the Uralic cradle, and native habitat 

of the reindeer. They may have wandered westward south of the 

Ural mountains. The ice retreated northward, and the landscape 

was early pest-periglaeial. 

The seeend wave were Ugre-tfinna, who assimilated many 

among the former people, pushed the others northwards. The rem-
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nante of the tiesolithie population retreated to northern fenno-

scaadia and awe known as Lapps. A part of them, however, contrary 

to the Lapps who adopted one of Finnic languages, moved oast along 

the borderlands of the two zones, taiga and tundra, and colonised 

the north of Siberia, roaehed the Oduls, whom they assimilated. 

The formerly Faleoaslaa Oduls adopted from them also the chum. In 

addition to spreading this type of habitation in Siberia, the 

Uralians introduced the reindeer in the same general zone. 

The Uralians lived always in chums, exeept the * inns 

who very early adapted the Indoeuropean leg eottage, changing the 

reef construction upon contact with the sleg technique of their 

neighbours to ths east. Chum is almost identical with the way of 

house building among the Lapps, Samoyeds, Oduls and others. But 

it alee became the prevailing type - evolving into regional typoe -

among the contemporary faleoasians and Bskimos, undoubtedly with 

t)ie Uralianised Oduls as intermediaries. 

It is evident that the laleoasians before the advent 

of the Uralians used to build their habitat one in quite another 

way. There the palafitie structures present in their former lands 

I I , I • — ~ — ~ " - * ~ " ~ " 

i 
de La Blache, Vidal, in iaborski , B . , and A. '.rzosek, AntroPQg.e/0-
g ra f i a . op. c i t . , p . 201. 
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and tho altana complex witness this statement. The latter became 

adopted by the Ugrian part of the Finno-Ugrians. From the Ugri&ns 

the Finns adopted the sleg technique of building, or - who knows -

perhaps from the formerly living there i'aleoasians themselves. 

The house types of the altana complex are definitively not of any 

western origin; there are certain indications that they are similat 

te these ef the south-east Asia and the archipelagoes between the 

two continents of Asia and Australia, heed matting is only one 

thing in common, among many other traits, found among the Faleo-

asian dnus and peoples further to the south. The bunks, central 

communal fire place, central hall and nuclear family compartments 

indicate so. 

The Altaian family, that is the Turkic, Mon&olic and 

Manehuric nations, from aboriginal times use all kinds of yurtas. 

Although it has a common origin with the chum, it is a definively 

of steppic origin. With the Altaian expansions the yurtas went 

to many new lands. The Manchuriaa Tunguz moved north, without 

taking their cousins' civilization, ithen they colonized Central 

and Eastern Siberia, but principally the Lona, rtusin, they readily 

adopted what was on the market. In terms of housing it was the 

conical shalas, chum, either of bark, logs in the taiga, hide in 

the north, and skins in the south, and its varieties, which they 

si&y have evolved, like the urasa-like chum and the urasa. They 

had no chance to borrow the pit-house from the fishermen on the 
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shore, climate being already w&rmer and the forest life being most 

adaptable to the tent. They did not border on the i'aleoasians who 

still dwelt in pit-houses, who by that time were pushed further to 

the oast. They did not borrow the yurta froia the Yakuts, for the 

Yakuts were still fostering tha Baikal lakeland as their home. 

Through getting in thuoh with the Uralians, the Tuagus obtained 

reindeer and the shalas, thus becoming perfeotly adapted citixens 

of the northern coniferous forest. 

The second Altaian wave in the north brought with the Ya­

kuts their type of habitation, but it changed appearance: it USES 

not any more .-. portable home of the steppe, but a semi-perm, jaent 

log yurta, the idea of logs was probibly borrowed from the dimms. 

The Yakuts adopted readily other types of tal^a habitations as well 

as keeping their own. The standardization of the interior ef their 

homes dates back to the times already after their arrival to their 

nev homeland. There homes without the improvements of a log chimney 

as evidence of pro-Yakut dwellings. 

Yurtas expanded with the Turks and Ealmuks to the west 

as well, wherever those nomads vrent. he black felt roofs of some 

Turkestan! and Aserbaydshanl yurtas are related to the black tents 

of the Tibetan nomade. Some seuth-west Asian traits, like reed walls 

and adobe were adopted In the Central Asian yurta architecture as well. 
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The study of house types and their geographical distri­

bution solved many a mystery pertaining tc the history of one as­

pect of the material culture of the Old Uorld northlanda. Uelative 

chronologies were possible to be reconstx'ucted for individual comp­

lexes of types; the time has not come yet for an absolute tying 

ef all tho evolutionary evidence into an absolute chronology for 

the dwellings and their occupants ef nort'-ern ourasia* 



^ BytgurtesyofProf^R Lobeek 

PLATE 24 A MAP OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSE TYPES 
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of rural Europe: the log oabin, sleg technique and aparogs were 

found to be of interest to tho nomads as well as to the sedentary 

peoples of Europe. 

Finally, there are definite indications that the 

American natives' dwellings, the longhouse and hogaa, the igln 

and kiva, wigwam and a tipi, are all the New World projections 

ef the Siberian nomadic habitations. 

All that is a challenge; all should be further investi­

gated. And this time it will be possible to base the findings on 

actual field-work rather than scientific contributions, since 

much of the research will have to be cenducted within the frontiers 

ef the free world* 

'Zaborski, Jersy, whql.î tic Vie^ of North American Archaeology. 
Manuscript. 
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ABSTRACT 

There arc two principal broad groups p£ hpuse types in 

Northern Eurasia: the shalas, with its most characteristic conical 

tent having the supporting poles crossed at the apex; and the 

yurta, a walled, hooped cupolar dwelling. Both have evolved from 

a semi-subterranean Upper Paleolithic prototype in a periglacial 

environment of southern Siberia. The semi-subterranean dwelling 

survived in the north-eastern periphery araong the fishermen. 

The shalas, being principally of timber and bark 

construction, is a typical dwelling of hunters of the taiga -

the boreal coniferous forestj while the yurta is its easily 

portable counterpart of the wide open spaces, the steppe. The 

former is of a decidedly Uralian origin, smd it spread alongside 

its Uralian users during their Teso- and \eolithic expansions. 

The latter was originally associated exclusively with the Altayan 

people, and until today is their favourite home; even though 
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they may be away from their former steppic habitat, like the 

Yakuts of northern geographical latitudes. 

A third b: oa<! group of houses of another origin is the 

altana complex. It orii*imted from a simple wind shelter and its 

various combinations. It is a. trait characteristic foj. t\e 

laleoasian people, "."hoy are also associated v.ith pile dwellings. 

Most of biboria manifests this type of architecture, principally 

in a residual form ef non-hahitable farm Codlings. _:eed thatching 

as well as structural elements indicate that the dwelli> f,,s vere 

introduced from warmer habitats further ;,outh, which may be 

generally classified as Austroasian. 

Certain --tfroaaian elfcjaents also can he detected in the 

south-western part of Northern ?3urasia. * erhaps th«» round huts of tro­

pical Africa, and the characteristically veaopotoiaian r«'ed tents exer­

ted influence on certain structural elements of th. Central 

Asian yurtas. 

Finally, the Indoeuropean lo{ cabin, via its 1innic 

modification, appears to be one of the most recent .<uulitlona 

to the house type inventory 0/ the forest /one of L'orth^rn 

Eurasia. 


