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P R E F A C E.

The Royal Canadian Méunted Police
have not only played an important part in
the history of Canada but they have con-
tributed a great deal to Canadian literature
by their deeds and, not infrequently, by
their writings. Their hardships on the pion-
eer trails across the prairies, their battles
with the Indians, their pursuit of horse-
thieves and their relentless trailing of
criminels in the Arctic haveqbeen the themes
of many books by @anadian and American
writers.

Unfortunately, many of these authors
have been more interested in exciting the
imagination of the reader than in present-
ing a truthful picture of the subject.

It is the object of this thesis to
prove firstly, that the greater portion of
literature relative to the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police read by the public is fiction;
secondly, that this fietion contains histor-

ical and technical inaccuracies which have



contributed largely to false conceptions
held by the Public concerning the Force;
and thirdly, that members of the Force
and conscientious authors have attempted
by theig writings to correct these false
impressions. In conclusion, it is shown
that the Force itself has awakened to the
necessity of instilling in the minds of
the public a true representation of the
Force which guards the national safety of
Canada and works in the interest of her

law-abiding citizens.



PART ONE

FACT AND FICTION.

Whereby it is concluded that the greater
portion of literature relative to the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police read by the Public
is fiction.
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THAT the greater portion of Literat-
ure relative to the Royal Canasdian Mounted
Police read by the Public is fiction can
be adduced by three methods: namely, ques-
tionnaires, the public libraries, and the
publishing companies.

The first method entails the most
labour and the most patience. Adults have
a natural repugnamce to questionnaires as,
for the most part, they are reluctant to
display any ignorance on a subject with
which they should:be familiar. Children
under twelve years of age have mot formed
any definite reading habits and have a nat-
ural tendency to read with a desire to ex-
cite thelir imagimations rather, than to im-
prove their intellects; consequently they
absorb. the story but not the details. "Theirs
not to reason why" is applicable to their
approach of .literature. They find distaste-
ful a questionnaire on.a book which they
have read but recently because they have
read with a lack of attention to details.
To them it is another examination paper as

a questionnaire, properly answered, requires
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a little thought. One can obtain better
resuits in the 'teen age group and from
those in their early twenties.

On a subject such as the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police, which is distinctively Can-
adian, the results obtained from question-
naires sent to pupils in foreign countries
is practically nil, the reason being a lack
of knowledge of Canada's national Police
Force. Foreign pupils have heard of this
organization and they have read a few stories
about it but their knowledge of it is too
limited to trust themselves to answer ques-
tions involving details. Even in a country
as close to Canada as is the United States
young Americans are as loathe to answer
questions about the Canadian Police as Can-
adians would be to complete gquestionnaires
on the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or
"F.B.I." as it is commonly known, the United
States famous "G" men.

To have a cross-section of public opin-
ion the distribution of questionnaires must
be fairly representative and with this inm

mind the reader is presented with replies re-
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ceived from Toronto, Ottawa, Calgury, the
Turner Valley District in Alberta, and
Pennsylvania.

Those who answered thesequestion-
nuires range in age from fourteen to
twenty-five years and may be said to re-
present the youth of the country. Those in
this category showed u preference for fic-
tion. The table shown below represents the
various groups and the proportion of fiction

books to non-fiction books read by these

groups.
1lst group - 16 fiction to 2 non-fiction.
£nd group - 15 fiction to no non-fiction.
3rd group - 34 fiction to 3 non-fiction.
4th. group - 8 fiction to 3 non-fiction.
5th group - 6 fiction to no non-fictlon.

or a total of 79 fiction books to 8 of non-

fiction.

Out of a total of 4uu puplls 46 had
read non-fiction books on the Royal Cunsu-
ian Mounted Police or & ratio of 1U0: 9.

One inter.sting feature of thaue
stitistics lies in the fifth gréup composed

of thirty honour graduates who openly ad-



mitted Lthat their knowledge of the Force
was obtained from magazine stories, the
comic strips end fiction books by 'such au-
thors as Curwood.

It is quite possible that the school
libraries contained a larger variety of fic-
tion books than of non-fiction but be that
as it may the same books were available to
all the pupils of each school group and very
few chose to reac the non-fiction books -that
were at hand.

In taneadult group: namely, those who
drew their books from the -public libraries,
the circulation =s shown by the "churge-out"
cards is greater in fiction tnan in non-
fiction. This could be due to the fact that
there are many more readers who wish enter-
tainment rather than truth. Again, many
people use the non-fiction as reference books
only and do their reading in the library. In
such an event the "charge-out" cards wo'.1ld
not represent the true circulaticn. Neither
would they present a true picture in the
event of fiction books leaving the library

and being returned unread.



On:the other hand, librarians agree
that fiction, whetner. on the Mounted Police
or on any other subject, is read more freqg-
uently than non-fiction. A few represent-
ative opinions on the subject advanced by
librarians strengthen this contention.

At Winnipeg, Manitoba: "It is safe to
say that there is a larger. circulation of the
books of fiction, as a good many of the
non-fiction books are in our Canadiamisect-
ion and are used more for reference than
circulation."

At Estevan, Saskatchewan: "“Judging
from our circulation.l should say that our
fiction books about the R. C., M. P. are
borrowed ten times to every one time for
the non-fiction."

At Moosejaw, Saskatchewan: "I agree
with you that the public read more fiction
on the Mounted Police. In this library
non-fiction is very much in demand, as many
| students of the Collegiate Institutes and
Normal Schools are given assignments on this
subject."

At Summerside, Prince Edward Island:



"My opinion is that more people prefer read-
ing about them (the R.C.M.P.) in fiction form."

At Lethbridge, Alberta: "The average
in this particular subject (the R.C.M.P.)
is much better for the non-fictiom than in
some of the others. Two fiction to one non-
fiction about the average.m

At Calgary, Alberta: "I would say,
very roughly, that three times as many fiction
books are circulated as non-fiction."

At Fort William, Ontario: "The circul-
ation here is "quite heavily weighted in fav-
our of the non-fiction--likely due to the
fact that non-fiction has predominated on
the Canadian publishers! lists of books on
the Force. At any rate, our non-fiction lists
far outbalance the fiction."

It was previously stated that the re-
sults obtained from questionnaires sent to
foreign countries were practically nil, due to
lack of knowledge of the Force. One librar-
ian, who was employed in a library in one of
the leading cities of the United States for
a couple of years, knows from his experience

"that the general knowledge among people there



even among the highly educated, of Canada
and things Canadian, was just about nil."

An acﬁual check of both fiction and
non-fiction books on the R. C. M, Police
was made in several cities. The record of
the number of times each book was marked
out follows: |

AT THE CARNEGIE PUBLIC LIBRARY, OTTAWA, ONT.

Non-fiction.

They Got their Man
Godsell - 8 times in 1 year.

The Silent Force
Longstreth - 20 times in 7 years.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Douthwaite - 15 times in 2 years.

AVERAGE 6 times in 1 year.

Fiction.

Honor of the Big Snows
o Curwood - 20 times in 6 years.

In Scarlet and Plain Clothes
Longstreth - 8 times in 2 years.

Nighthawk of the North-West
White - 14 times in 1 year.

AVERAGE 7 times in 1 vear.

AT THE PUBLIC LIBRARY, NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C.

Non-fiction.

Arctic Patrols
Campbell = - 11 times in 3 years.
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The Law Marches West
Denny - 4 times in 3 years.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Fetherstonaugh - 4 times in 2 years.

They Got their Man
Godsell - 18 times in 3 years.

The Silent Force
Longstreth - 6 times in 3 years.

AVERAGE 3 times :in 1 year.

One Man Came Back
Erskine - 4] times in 3 years.

.Renfrew Flies Again
Erskine - 26 times in 3 years.

Gold and Guns on Halfaday Creek
Hendryx: - 16 times in 1 year.

Law and Order on Halfaday Creek
Hendryx - 31 times in 2 years.

The Trapper of Rat River
Stoddard - 31 times in 2 years.

AVERAGE 14 times in 1 year.
AT THE REGINA PUBLIC LIBRARY, REGINA, SASK.

Non-fiction.

The Law Marches West

Denny - 3 times during 1945.
The Silent Force
Longstreth - 4 times during 1945.

Policing the Plains
MacBeth - 2 times during 1945.

I Lived with the Eskimos .
Montague - 20 times during 194%.
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North to Adventure
Montague -~ 1 time during 1945.

To the Arctic with the Mounties
Robertson - 7. times during 1945.

AVERAGE 6 times in one year.

Fiction.

Steele of the Royal Mounted
Curwood - 20 times during 1945.

Valley of Silent Men
Curwood - 40(average)l939-1945.

Country Beyond
-Curwood - 8 times during 1945.

Renfrew in the Valley of Vaniéhed Men
Erskine - 11 times during 1945.

Renfrew Flies Again ,
Erskine - 11 times during 19465.

Gold and Guns on Halfaday Creek
Hendryx - 9 times during 1945.

Downey of the Mounted
Hendryx - 4 times during 1945.

AVERAGE 10 times in one year.

Summarizing this survey the results
are given below:

CIRCULATION PER ANNUM

GROUP FICTION NON-FICTION

Ottawa, Ont. 7 6

New Westminster, B.C. 14 -3

Reginz, Sask. _10 8
TOTAL 31 15
AVERAGE 10 5

RATIO 100:50
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In the experience of the New Westmin-

ster Librarian the result "would be equally
true of any books of informative non-fic-
tion compared with light fiction, whether
Western, Detective or Light Romance."

When school and publie libraries are
available the reading public is guided to
a certain extent in its reading habits by
the books which are at hand. When people
purchase reading material they definitely
make their own choice and yet we find the
same results.

The authenticity of POLICING THE
ARCTIC by Harwood Steele is vouched for by
the late Commissioner MacBrien and yet only
five or six hundred copies of this book was
sold by the Publishers in Canada. Compared
to a book of fiction this circulation is
small. It would not be fair, however, to
omit mentioning the fact that this book be-
came out of print and more copies would
have been sold had they been available; more-
over this book when published in 1935 sold
for $3.50 while books of fiction at that time
were selling at between $2 and $2.50

In recent years the sale of books of
fiction has been stimulated through the
agency of the Literary Guild, Book of the
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Month, and other Book Clubs in New York and
by the Book Society of London, England. This
is true of Curwood's THE VALLEY OF SILENT

MEN, a book of fiction for which one hundred
thousand orders had been placed before the
book was published. i

The following is an extract from the
Ottawa Jourmal, Saturday, April 13, 1946,
taken from an article by John K. Hutchens
in the New York Times Book Review:

"Three and a half milliion people in
this country and Canada are now book club
members. - Since V-J Day the Book-of-the-
Month Club which had deliberately held its
membership to 600,000 in war-time has ac-
quired 300,000 members and is now aiming at
1,000,000. The Literary Guild with 1,100,000
members, and the Dollar Beok Club (600,000
members) lts running mate in the Doubleday
book club stable, are adding new clients at
the rate of 1,000 a day through a promotional
tie-up with the Montgomery Ward catalogue.
The People's Book Club, owned and oper=zted

by Sears Roebuck, Simon and Schuster and the

Consolidated Book Publishers of Chicago, has
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300,000 members now.

"The Literary Guild accounted for
almost 600,000 of the first million copies
of THE BLACK ROSE by Thomas B. Costain,

and 775,000 of the first million copies of
THE KING'S GENERAL by Daphne du Maurier.

"After a sale of 40,000 copies Ben
Ames Williams' THE STRANGE WOMAN was thought
by its publishers to be 'through'. The
Dollar Book Club picked it up, and it wound
up with a total sale of about 250,000 copies.™

It is unfortunate that facts do not
receive the publicity that is accorded fic-
tion as a great many people are eager for
the truth and would prefer it to fiction,
even as a form of entertainment, if it were
presented.in an interesting manner and as
easily obtainable.

It is surprising and somewhat pathetic
to discover that so many children sincerely
believe the fiction they read to be the
truth and yet four hundred questionnaires
distributed among the pupils of five schools,
widely separated in distance, reveal this to

be true; they reveal, also, that only nine
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per cent of the juvenite population read
non-fiction books on the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police. That this preference for
fiction over non-fiction is carried forward
into the adult stage is proved from library
records and book sale orders. Six out of
seven librarians expressed their opinion
that fiction had a larger circulation than
non-fiction and this opinion is verified by
the records of three libraries chosen at
random which showed an average circulation
of ten fiction to five non-fiction; more-
over, sales orders for books on the subject
of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police average

two hundred of fiction to one of non-fiction.
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PART TWO

THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
IN FICTION

In which it is shown that this
fiction contains historical and tech-
nical inaccuracies which huave con-
trivuted larg.ly to false conceptions
h.:ld by the Public conc :rning the Force,
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THE RIVER'S END., By James Oliver Curwood.
Grosset and Dunlop, New York, N. Y., 1919.
IN the preceding chapter not only did
we find that both the juvenile and adult
population read more fiction than non-
fiction but we found, too, that the general
opinion of the younger readers was a fairly
accurate indication of the opinion of the
more adult population. Younger readers
preferred fiction to non-fiction in a
proportion of 100:9, adults 100:50. The
answers to the questionnaires by pupils
ranging in age from fourteen to twenty-
five years would indicate, then, the
conception held by the whole adult pop-
ulation and would mean that a large
percentage formed their conception of
the Police from fiction books. That
these conceptions are false can be
traced directly to the historical and
technical inaccuracies of the fiction
read.

(1) CURWOOD was an American, born at

(1) TWENTIETH GENTURY AUTHORS. edited by
Kunitz and Hayecraft. Publishers, H
Wilson Company, New York, 1942,

T
o il e
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Owosso, Michigan. He was no amateur at
writing. At the age of thirty he wrote,
his first novel THE COURAGE OF CAPTAIN"

PLUM. Between the years of 1900 and
1907 he served as a reporter, then as
an editor. According to his own dec-

laration in his WHO'S WHO IN ANERICA

biography he was employed for two years
by the Canadian Government as a writer,
His statement 1s not substantiated by

the Canadian Goveranment. During this
time he travelled extensively in the
Hudson's Bay District where he became
well acquainted with the habits of the
Eskimos. He was familiar with the North
and intimate with the works of the Mounted
Police but being a novelist he had a
lively imagination. and was more concerned
with the plot of his story than with the
facts.

The plot of THE RIVER'S END is possible

but improbable. Derwent Conniston, an
Englishman, wrongflully accused of theft

by his uncle with whom he lived, fled to
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Canada ana joined the Royal Northwest
Mountea Police, He left Lehind hin

his crippled brother, who was the actual
thief, and his little sistcr,

Some years later he wagy deSﬁatchgd
by McDowell, the burly Inspecto: con.and-
ing Prince Albert Division, on a man-hunt
for John Keith suspected of murdering Judge
Kirkston:, the uan responsible for sending
Keith's father to tho penitentiary for a
crime he never committed.

This muan~hunt l:d Conniston into the
Arctic regions and into the Hudson's Bay
District. Although he was successful
after a chase of twui.ty-seven months in
arresting his man he was forced to remain
with his prisbner in a log cabin near the
Bay for ceveral woecks becsuse of & frozen
lung.

During this nerioa the two n.un L:caLe
fast friends and owing to a striking sim-
ilarity in their arpearunce Conniston de-
cided to save Keith'!s life, As for him-

self, he knew that he was aoomed to die,
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He taught Keith the drill and confided

in him certain things which he must know.
When Conniston died Keith buried his
benefactor beneath the shack and donned
the uniform before starting on his long
trek to I'rince Albert.

Although Keith had been well pre-
parcd for the sharp eyes of McDowell he
did not know of Shan Tung, the Chinaman,
nor of Couniston's sister in England,
botii of whom were to play an important
part in his life. Shan Tung, who had
a reputation for rememtvering fices, was
not deceived but he kept his knowledge
a secret from McDowell, He had a trump
card to play and when the right time
came he would play it.

As for Conniston's sister, she accept-
ed Keith as her long-lost brother and Keith,
in turn, immediatcly returned her affection.

Shan Tung was determined to gain
possession of Miriar: Kirkstone, the murdered
judiets waughter, and the crafty Oriental
li=z1d her in his power by a threat on her

Lrovher's life,
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Keith, who had learned well the
mannerisms of Conniston, even to twirl-
ing deliberately his moustache when in
the most distressing situations had par-
taken of the dead man's spirit; The de-
sire-to strengthen this spirit of courage
and disdain of fear was due in no small
measure to Conniston's sister and when
Keith was called upon to face Shan Tung
in the latter's own apartment he faced
the ordeal as Conniston himself would
have done. ‘The Chinaman threatened to
expose him if he did not prevail upon
IMiriam Kirkstone to sell herself to him
body and soul. McDowell, who was 'in
love with Miriam, had hinted that Shan
Tung must be put out of the way. Keith
refused to compromise with Shan Tung
much to the latter's surprise. He told
that crafty individual that hc¢ had de-
cided to tell McDowell the truth let
the consequences be what they may.

The Chinaman knew that Keith spoke
the truth and for this he must kill him.
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Keith, however, outwitted him and with
his police revolver killed the Chinaman.
The shot brought several more Chinamen
into the room. KXeith fought desperately
and succeeded in making his escape. Then
began the long journey to the river's end,
the source of the mighty Saskatchewan
river. It was there that Conniston's
sister followed hin and it was there
that h=z learned that he was not the
murderer of Judge Kirkstone. The blow
he had struck the judge had only stunned
him., It was thoe Judge's son who had
murdered the Jnge and before his death
had signed a confession to that effect.
As for Shan Tung everybody was glad to
be rid of him. To the mnst of those
peoplc who knew him he vias only a snake
and should be exterminated.

The story holds interest and Curwood
leaves us with a good impression of the
Mounted Police.

THE RIVER'S END contains technical
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and historical inaccuracies and yet
here are some of the answers received
from those who had read the book, to
the question:

Q. In his story does the author picture

the Mounted Police as you imagine them

to be?

Answer No. 1. "Yes. He pictures them

to be very brave as you would imagine.
The author did not go wrong in any details.

Answer No. 2. "Yes, except it may be

pictured as more thrilling than it really
is.

Answer No. 3. "Yes.™

Answer No, 4. "Yes, he does make them

seem as I imagine them to be.m

Answer No. 5. "He pictures the 'Mounties!

in the Northwest as I 1lmagine them to be.
He fails to give & full picture of their
work. As a novelist he sees fit to avoid
mention of their routine work., He also
makes little mention,or none, of the great
amount of work done in plain clothes and

with cars.”
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Answer No. 6. "No, he does not. In

THE RIVER'S END Curwood represents the

R. C. M. P. as adventurous man-hunters

in a background of exaggerated and
thrilling circumstances and pledged py

the parting injunction of their Command-
ing Officer, 'Don't come back until you
get your man, dead or alive'!, Otherwise-.
For example, the supposed murderer looks
almost exactly like the policeman and
assumes this identity when thg policeman
dies. The story also lacks the portrayal
of the honourable characteristics of

R. C. M. P The R. C. M. P, is a fugitive
from justice in England who comes to
Canada and joins the secrvice. In short,
this book is a thrilling ngrrgtive about
an adventurous life without attention

to a truthful reprusentation of the

R. C. 1, P."

Answer No. 7. "Yes, he did."

It will be seen from these answers
that the conception of the Force in the

minds of these rcaders was gained from
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fiction and further proof of this is
given in the answers to other leading
questions. In answer No. 5, one person
did complain that Curwood failed to
mention the routine work of the Force
and the great amount of work done in
plain clothes and with cars.,.

This party did not take into con-
sideration the fact that the setting of
Curwood's story was in the North and
around Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, at
a period when automobiles were not a
regular means of transportation and
where very little plain clothes work
was necessary.

This same party gained the impression
that "Get your man'" was the motto of the
Force from what Curwood had the Inspector
say to Conniston before the latter had
set out on the trail of Keith, the outlaw,
"Don't come back until you get your man,
deed or alive."

A High School pupil makes the dec-

laration that in THE RIVER'S END Curwood

did not go wrong in any details yet she,
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too, says the motto of the Force is,
"Get your man.,"

This notion is prevalent in the
minds of many. One hundred and thirty
believed the motto to be "Get your man."

Twenty-two answered, "Be prepared.”

Eleven suggested, "Salus Populi
suprema est lex,"

Seventy-four stated, "Maintlens le
droit."

Many more did not attempt the answer.
To this question, thon, the popular
answer is "Get your man."

Non-fiction writers have not always
been careful to quote the motto of the
Force and "get your man" has lingered in
the minds of the public generally.

Some few have confused the motto
of the Force with that of the poy Scouts
"Be prepared." Others again have merely
guessed at it and have given the motto
of Missourl "Salus populi suprema est lex"
or translated, "The welfare of tho people

is the supreme law."
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Mr. Hann, Departmental Secretary
for the Force, made an intensive search
into the history of the crest and motto
of the Force and his article on the sub-
Jeet can be found on Pages 41 to 50 in-
clusive of the Royal Canadian.Mounted
Police Quarterly for July, 1939.

Due to a fire which occurred in the
West Block at Ottawa on February 1l, 1897,
many valuable records were destroyed which
otherwise could have providcd some in-
formation on the subj=ct.

Mr. Hann's search extended over a
wide area and included books and pub-
lications dealing with the history of
the Force, REGULATIONS AND ORDIRS OF

THE NONTHWEST MOUNTED POLICE dated

1889, Order-in-Council dated 1890,
General Orders of the Force, documents
of the frivy Council, Secresary of
State, the Public Archives, National
Defence and the Parliamentary Library,
the R. C. M. Police Museum, Regina,

Saskatchewan, reminiscences of members
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of the Force of the early days, inquiries
from the College of Arms, London, England,
and 0ld photographs.

As a result of his search Mr. Hann
found that the crest and motto dated back
to 1877, at least, but by whom it was chosen
and exactly why this particular motto was
chosen he was unable to ascertain. Certain
it is that for several years subsequent
to the founding of the Force the motto
was spelled incorrectly, "Mainticn le
droit" instead of "Maintiens le droit."

It was not until 1912 that the inaccuracy
in spelling was corrected on the police
cap and collar badges which bore the full
crest.

In his report to the Minister of
Justice at Ottawa, Commissioner French
wrote from Winnipeg in January, 1875, to
the effect that while in Ottawa between
February and April, 1874, he attended
to many matters, " -- then arrangements
had to be made for the supply of arms,

ammunition and stores of every description,

uniform to be designed ang Supplied. n
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There is nothing to indicate that
the motto was chosen when the uniform
was being designed but a French-speaking
member, Mr. Dorion, was the Minister of
Justice at that time,

To the question, "What is the most
common means of lighting Royal Canadian
Mounted 'Police quarters in the Arctic?"
the popular answer is "Seal-oil."

Curwood gives this impression when
he states that " a seal-oil lamp was
burning on the table of the little cab;n
where Conniston and the outlaw were stay-
ing."

‘Conniston's wanderings took him as
far north as Coronation Gulf. He return-
ed by way of "Fullerton Point", or more
correctly, Fullerton Bay.

From the rather vague description
given in the book the two men werc camped
very close to Chesterfield Inlet, close
enough to the Bay to hear the roar of
ice coming down through Roes Welcome,

They were eight hundfed miles from
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civilization which to Keith meant Prince
Albert,

Curwood, like Daniel Defoe, had the
art of presenting fiction in a realistic
manner as when he rgpresents Keith as say-
ing, "John Keith is.dead - dead. I buried
him back there under the cabin built by
Sergeant Trossy and his patrol in nineteen
hundred and eight."

To name the patrol and the year in
which it was made creates an impression
of truthfulness. There was no Sergeant
Trossy in the Force but (1) Inspector
Pelletier with three N. C. O's and
Constables, left Athabasca Landing on
June 6, l90§, to proceed to Great Slave
Lake, and crossed eastward through the
Barren lands to‘Hudson's Bay. This was
the only overland trip made to Hudson's
Bay during that year. Two others were
made by boat: one by Sergeant R. M. L.
Donaldson, Churchill to Fullerton and

(1) Report of the Royal Northwest Mounted
Police, 1908.
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the other by Sergeant D. MCArthur,lFullerton
to Wager Bay. In none of the reports sub-
mitted by these men was mention made of a
cabin being built. By 1908, however, a
detachment had been established at Fuller-
ton and buildings had been erected. It

is more probable that the cabin referred

to by Curwood was a prospsctor's cabin or
one belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company

of which there were a few scattered through-
out the Barren Lands.

At that period in the history of the
North seal-oil was a common means of light-
ing, heating and cooking. Among the
Eskimos it iseven ypt the most popular
method. Steatite, commonly known as soap-
gtone, concave in shape, 1is used for hod-
ing the oil. A hollow is scooped out of
this soft rock, scarcely the depth of an
ordina&y wash-basin but somewhat larger.

A wick of cotton, or a strip of moss, is
soaked in the oil, and when lighted pro-
vides both light and heat. For cooking,
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an utensil is placed over the hollowed

rock.

Members of the Force commonly used
seal-oil when on patrols, but when at
honme in their detachment quarters they
more frequently used cosl-oil, a primus
stove being used for the purpose of cook-
ing, a kerosene lamp for lighting. Later,
fasoline lamps were substituted and to-
day many detachments are modernly equipped
with electric lighting plants.,

Coal is the common method of heating
and recently, fuel-oil stoves and heaters
are being introduced as part of the
general equipment.

Curwood mentions Cumberland House
quite frequently and some of his readers
were a trifle confused on the question,

" What posts were established by the
Mounted Police on their first journey

‘to the West?" They answered, "Cumberland
House." This detachment was not opened
until about 1891, ycars aftcr the Force

was orgunized.
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What is the regulation sidearms worn

by members of the Force when in uniform?

The correct answer to this question
is: " A Colt's Revolver -.45."
Five of the seven pupils who had read

THZ RIVER'S END replied, " A Colt's Auto-

matic Pistol .45."

Curwood stated that Keith"in his bed-
room strapped his Service Automatic under
his coat.”

The revolver originally .carried by
the Force was of the "Adams" pattern which
had an impressive long barrel, These
arrived from England the first week of
July, 1874, They had chambers of the
revolving type. The best description
of this revolver is given by Surgeon
Jukes in his report dated December 16,°
1886, on Sergeant Paterson who has sus-
tained a dangerous bullet-wound in the
left thigh close to the groin caused by
the accidental discharge of his pistol,

a self-cocking Deane & Adams .45 calibre,

throwing a heavy projectile, the ball,
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a conical one, shattering the thigh-bone,
a fracture of this nature being exteemely
dangerous when fired from a rifled weapon
at close range.

In 1884, a new type of revolver was
introduced and to quote from the Annual
Report of that year, "The new revolvers,
Enfields, are .very serviceablc weapons
and I would recommend that the Force be
completely equipped therewith."

(1) The next year Commissioner L. V.
Herchmer reported that "all the force
have now been supplied with Enfield
revolvers - all have Winchester carbines."

IN 1891, mention is made of the Smith
& Wesson revolver, a smaller type than
the Enfield. The Smith & Wesson revolver
.38 is still in use in the Force but the
Colt's revolver .45,which was in general
use by 1905, is recognized as the regulation

side arms for the Force.

(1) Annual Report Northwest Mounted Police,
1886-1890, Page 10, Vol.ll.
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Out of the seven who had read

THE RIVIR'S IND there was only one

dissenting voice. He did not consider
the book gave @ truthful representation.
Out of 66 quesiions attemnted he answered
49 correctly. This compares favourably
with those who put their trust in Curwood
and averaged 23 correct answers to 66

questions attemnted,
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SILVER CHIEF, DOG OF THE NORTH. By Jack
OTBrlen. The John C. Winston Gompany,
Philadelphia, Pa., 1933.

READERS of pure fiction usually read
for pleasure and not for information. The
interest lies'in the story and the author
caters to the public taste. Fiction on
the Police is no exéeption and the reader
gains from it a general impression of a
Mounted Policeman glamourized as the hero
who makes a noble sacrifice or doggedly
pursues the criminal until he catches him
and then, possibly because of his love
for a woman, or of mankind generally, is
torn with an internal conflict between
duty and human passions and the reader's
interest is centred on the psychological
analysis of a human being.

An example of this can be found in

STILVER CHIEF, DOG OF THE NORTH.

Sgt. Thorne sets out on the trail
of a half-breed wanted for murder. With
the aid of Silver Chief, a wild dog, part
wolf, which he has tamed and trained, he

catches the outlaw and starts with him
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for the post. Wounded by a rifle shot

in the thigh fired by Laval, the half-
breed, Sgt. Thorne endures untold agony
as he makes the trip back. Only for
Silver Chief all would have perished in
the bleak and frozen North. Sixty miles
from the post with half of the dogs dead,
the other half exhausted, Laval suffering
from dog bites and Thorne unable to move
because of his wound, the little party
halted. A wolf pack was closing in on
them and only for the timely arrival of
Inspector McLeod and Thorne's closest
friend, Milburn, all would have been over.

Thorne's almost superhuman endurance
and Silver Chief's devotion to his master
is a touching story and Laval's treachery
keeps the reader in suspense.

The whole story is spoiled by the
interqal conflict at the end. It is an
unnecessary anti-climax and reveals the
author's ignorance of thc Force at a time

when even the most severe critic is ready
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to lay down the book with the conclusion
that the author has produced a wonderful
story of animal life and a creditable
rcepresentation 3£ the Mounted Police in
the North éountry.

This internal conflict takes place
after Thorne has recovered from his wound.
The Inspector callé him in and tells him
that he, the Inspector, is being moved to
the big copper district and that his job
is Thorﬁe's if he wants it.

Thorne is delighted but argues that
Milburn has more service and should re-
ceive the promotion. The Inspector tells
him to think it over. Thorne seeks out
Milburn and urges him to take the pro-
motion. Both men are ﬁow busy with their
own thoughts. They have been companions,
endured hardships and dangers together
and their love is as the love of brothers.

Thorne, although ambitious, could
not accept the honour. If he did he could
never sscape from his conscience. Milburn

should have the promotion to Inspector
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and he "made up his mind to step aside
in favoﬁr of Milburn."

This is all very touching and brings
out Thorna's moral qualities. His physical
endurance and courage had been proved. The
author must now prove Thorne to possess
extraordinary ethics.

This whole episode can only appear
ridiculous to those who know how promotions
to a Commissioned rank are made.

Our Number 17 qucstion asks: Which

of the following is a non-commissioned

rank: (1) Constable (2) Sergeant (3)

Inspector.

Only 82 out of 225 knew the answer
to this question. To thas majority of
readers, therefore, O'Brien's anti-
climax may appear tolerable even though
unnecessary.

It is not the policy of an officer
to discuss promotion with his subordin-
ates nor to give them the opportunity of
accepting or rejecting tlhie honour but

for the sake of illustration let us grant

that he does so under certaip circumstancag
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It is quite true that a constable may
refuse the opportunity of being pro-
moted to a non-commissioned rank such
as Corporal or Sergeant. Let us concede
that he does so although this would be
rare in the annals of the Force. Supposing
that we do make these concessions, O'Brien
is labouring still under a false conception.
The promotion with which he concerns him-
self is from the non-commissioned rank of
Sergeant to the Commissioned rank of In-
spector and therein lies the difference.
The Commissioner can promote a
constable to a non-commissioned officer,
usuall& on the recommendastion of a senior
officer, but he cannot suthorize the pro-
motion of a non-commissioned officer to
the rank of a commissioned officer. Only
the Privy Council can do this and they
act on the recommendation of the Minister
of the Department in control of the
R. C. M. Police, now the-Minister of
Justice.

O'Brien's fictitious Inspector Mec-
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Leod could have recommended Sgt. Thorne
to the Commissioner who, in turn, could
have recommended him to the Minister.
Thorne himself did not have the authority
to decide which one would be made Inspector
nor d4id Inspector McLeod.'

It is true that McLeod could have
recommended Milburn instead of Thorne
but as the Commissioner would be well
acquainted with the work done by both
men and vould  be acquainted with all the
details of the man-hunt and the trial
of Laval it is not likely that he would
consider Milburn ahead of Thorne. More-
over, it would be more than probable
that an Inspector would be sent up to
relieve McLeod and should it be decided
that either Thorne or Milburn warranted
a promotion thc man chosen would return
from the Post and would be assigned to
duty elsewhere,

In the majority of fiction stories
on the police little attention is paid

to dstails which may obscure the plot
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but O'Brien's tale could be reproduced
on the screen without giving the tech-
nical adviser much trouble., Usually,
the hero of police fiction is a vague
character in a still more vague uniform
but O'Brien takes the troublec to describe
Thorne's uniform and does so correctly.
His readers have noted this fact if we can
judge by their answers to the questionnaire.
O'Brign has avoided the mistake of many
authors of fiction who have the Policeman
ploughing through knee-deep snowbanks in
long boots and spurs and battling blizzards
while still wearing Stetson hat and scarlet
serge. He dresses his hero correctly in
moccasins, rough woolens and parka. A&s
the title indicates the setting of the
story is in the Northland, some miles
inland from the western coast of Hudson's
Bay, the time, - subsequent to World War 1.
As an introduction O'Brien says,
"The world knows the saying, 'The Mounted
always get the man.' This is truth - a

great truth. It may take years or it
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may cost the lives of many brave men,
but always in the end, they bring in
their man,"
Is it any wonder that the readers
of fiction have the impression that "Get
your man" is the motto of the Forcel
O'Brien truly represents the Police
as travelling by horse, canoe, aeroplane
and dog team and his rcaders were rather
confused in their answers to the following:

Members of the Force during the Fiscal

Year 193%3%-%24, travelled collectively a dis-

tance of 13,506,632 miles, or on a per cap-

ita bvasis of 5,402 miles for each member,

The greater of this mileage was by: (1) Rail-

way and Steamboat (2) Outboard motors (3)

Automobiles (4) Aircraft (5) Dog Team (6)

Horse.

The answer to this, as compiled by
the Head #uditor, Audit Section of the
Treasury Branch is found on Page 35 of
the‘Royal Canadian Mounted Police Quarterly
for January, 1935, and reads as follows:

By Railway and Steamboat 6,278,997

Police owned motors ° 5,380,580
Privately owned motorsl,317,055

Coast water transport 300,000(approx.
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Inland Water transport 10,000( approx.
Marine Section Aircraft 120,000(approx.
Hired Aeroplanes 50,000(approx.
Dog Team 50,000(approx.

The automobile had the highest
mileage, the total'travelled'by Police-
ovned and privately-owned being collect-
ively 6,697,635. Railway and steamboat
came next, followed by coastal water
transport and aircraft. More mileage
was made by dog team than by outboard
motors and that covered by saddle-horses
was so small that it was not taken into
account.

A good novel should weave things that
happen one after the other in point of
time and relation in order to make a
continuous picture as all the events
that occur arce intimately akin and should
have a singleness of purpose which im-
prints its meaning firmly on the memory.
A novelist, therefore, in constructing
his plot must of necessity concentrate
the events of a lifetime into & short

space of time,

)
)
)
)
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O'Brien must be given credit for
making an interesting story out of the
man-hunt. In real life a member of the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police could be
stationed in the lludson's Bay District
and make innumerablc patrols year after
year without experiencing the thrill of
a man-hunt or, indeed, anything more ex-
citing than being lost in a blizzard. On
the othur hand, he might on one trip ex-
perience a great deal of hardship ‘and
during the course of his scrvice in the
North bring in a murderer with no attend-
ant difficulties. O'Brien has combined
a whole series of events in one patrol,-
catching and taming a wild dog, arresting
& suspected murderer, starving and freez-
ing on the return trip, figuting off a
wolf-pack and finally, being rescued
when all seemed lost.

The hardships suffered by Thorne
and the experiences of dogs and master
ar: not exaggerated Jjudging from rerorts

subi:itted by Constable MacGregor and



46

Corporal McInnes in 1924: Corporal
MecInnes was investigating the Home

Bay murders on the eastern coast of
Baffin island, a territory much far-
ther north than the scene of O'Brien's'
story. By way of preparation Constable
MacGregor was despatched to the head of
the fiord entering Cumterland Gulf from
the north to make a cache of provisions.
His description of the fiord resembles
that given by O'Bricn of the rocky

gorge and the method of travel over its
surface was not unlike Thorne's tortuous
progress. McInnes says, "Thc aXe was
lashed to the runner to act as a scratcher,
thereby steadying the sled's course, but
this did not alleviate matters. Next,
several pieces of seal line were Jjoined
together and I proceeded to lower the
sledge from rock to rock by instalments,
taking up another vantage ground whilst
Qo-nee-ak-sah-gah held the sled. It was
gquite dark at this time, and the gale

and drifting sand increased in velocity,
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the temperature rose rapidly, becoming
quite mild, but it was out of the question
to think of building an igloo, or shelter,
owing to the vind. In fact, on more than
one occasion the sledge was turned completely
over, and at times the sand was so dense
we could not see the dogs and they, poor
creatures, having their ears plugged, with
the drifting sand could not hear the words
of command, and would often lie down being
tired of dragging the sledge with steel
shoeing across the bare rocks."

Corporal McInnes writes in part,
" —- Here with the combined efforts of
men and dogs we were unable to move the
sleds, and pieces of wood had to be
placed under the runners to facilitate
movement." And, again, "We came to another
falls of about the same height as the
first, but of & much steeper gradient.
All the dogs were hitched to one sledge,
and by chopping footholds, and levering
the sledge, with everybody shoving,
(the dogs refused to pull as they had
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no foothold, being thoreby rendered
useless, and as a dog would fall and
roll down, he was immediately pounced
upon by the remainder of the team; then
and there a battle royal would ensue

the result of which was a hopeless tahgling
of traces, as each dog in Eskimo fashion
is driven with a single long trace) the
sledge vias moved gradually, ( a foot or
so at a time) up the falls. - - several
fox tracks were seen, and with the
caribou seen to-day appears to be the
only game in this vicinity, with the
exception of the wolves, "

This is & realistic picture. To
make it read like fiction one could add
a murderer and a wild dog. The wolves
instead of being evident by their tracks
only, could appear in the flesh and sur-

round the small party of men and dogs.
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SUSANNAH: LITTLE GIRL WITH THE MOUNTILS.

By Muriel Dennison. Dodd, Meed & Company,
New York, 1936.

THIS book is another favourite and is
not as exaggerated as some of the fiction
produced. The setting is definitely placed
in the Regina Police Barracks and the time
is 1896 to 1897.

The author's father was David James
Goggin, first Superintendent of Education
in the Northwest Territories and the author
was no stranger to the customs and life of
the Force at that period.-

The book, ag the title indicates, is
for juveniles but the author succeeds in
familiarizing the reader with details of
barrack life and of arousing a pride in
the Force, and in its traditions, more
deeply than any .other fiction writer has
done,

In historical accuracy the author
has erred but little and gives & true
reéresentation of scenes which are now

past history but which were important

events at the time,
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As may be expected in a book of
fiction the names are fictitious. L. W.
Herchmer, not Walsh, was the Commissibner
of the Force in 1897.

The picture which Mrs. Denison paints
of the barrack square is quite.authentic
and although modern buildings have now
replaced the old and others have been added
since 1897 the site remains the same to-day.
The headquarters of the Force in 1897 was
at the Regina Barracks and it was here
that the Commissioner had his office and
his residence.,.

(1) Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee was
celebrated in 1897 and thirty-two members
of the Force with twenty-seven horses par-
ticipated in the procession in London. The
training for this event is one of the
features upon which Mrs, Denison dwells at
considerable length as it proved to be

of vital importance to her little heroine.
(1) A Brief Outline of th¢ Activities of

the Force 1873-1940. Reprinted from
CAI'ADA, King's Printer, Ottawa, 1941.
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A complete return of horses purchased
during the year 1896 is given in the Annual
Report, for that year and makes no mention
of any having %een purchased from the
Indians although Mrs. Denison's description
of the whole ceremony is gquite convincing.

She deals with the shooting of Sergeant
Colebrooke by "Almighty Voice" more accurately.
(1) The Sergeant was shot fatally on October
29,- 1895.(2) A party of Northwest Mounted
Police was sent out immediately with no
results but the next spring another party
left from Prince Albert and Philip Gardipi,
an experienced hunter and one of those who
had found the horse which Almighty Voice
had taken from the Rescrve, was sent with
it, on: hundred dollars having been promised
as a reward should the murderer be captured.
It was not until April 26 of thu same year
that the party was recalled, the snow having
disappeared rendering further tracking of
the criminal impossible. 23nother party was
sent in the autumn but were unsuccessful in
locating tho murderer.. (3) On May 28, 1897,
(1) File G.516-4

(2) Annual Report,N.W.M.P. 1896. Page 123,
(3) Annual Report, N.W.M.P. 1897.
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news rsached Regina that a party under
Inspector Allan had located "Almighty
Voice." In following the Indian, Inspector
Allan had his right arm badly shattered
by a bullet and Sergeant Raven was wounded
in the thigh. Almighty Voice was not alone
and he and his companions had gone into
hiding in the bluff. Corporal Hockin led
his party to the bluff and attempted to
rush it but with disastrous results.
Constable Kerr and a civilian were killed
and Hockin died later from a wound which
he received in the encounter.

The Indians had dug a deep pit in the
thickest part of the bluff and were shoot-
ing from all sides of it. Superintendent
Gagnon arrived on the scene with reinforce-
mants and prevented the Indians from escan-
ing during the night. Further reinforce-
ments came from Regina; a 9-pounder gun,
th: gun team, a few saddle horses, 24
N. C. O's and men led by Inspector Mac-
donnell end Asst.-Commissioner McIllree,

Tl:¢ night was dark and cold. Shots
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were exchanged and in the morning the
guns were wheeled into position. A
few shells were fired into the bluff
and when no sound was heard in return
the party rushed it. Almighty Voice
and another Indian were dead, & third
was found further down the bluff.
Although for the most part historically
correct SUSANNAH: LITTLE GIRL WITH THE

MOUNTILS contains a few technical in-
accuracies which wre reflected in the

answers to the questionnaires returned
by those who had read the book, as for

example, in the questions:

1. Non-Commissioned Officers and Constables

must address an Officer by :(l) his sur-

name (2) his rank (3) Sir.

2. Commissioned QOfficers of the Force

have honorary military titles equivalent

to their Police ranks, as for example,

an Inspector has the equivalent honorary

rank of Captain, a Superintendent that

of Major. Yrue or False.

To the first question none of the
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readers volunteered "his surname' but
opinion was equally divided between

(2) and (3). This impression was gained
from the fact that the author, although

in many instances showing a preference

for "Sir" gave the officers their military
titles of Major, Captain and Lieutenant.

To the second question all but one
answered "true" and this answer would
have been correct a few ysars ago.

It is & tribute to the author's
clarity of detail that her readers knew
that before addressing an officer, non-
commissioned officers and constables
saluted, lcaving their hats on, and while
addressing him stood at attention.

In 1897, the time of Muriel Denison's
story, it was the custom for both officars
and men to wear beards and readers of this
story took it for granted that mewmbers of
the Force still followed that custom.
Traditional as it may be the Force is
flexible and it adapts itself to the

times. It is not now the general custom
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to wear either beard or sideburns and
members of the Force follow the custom
and content themselves with wearing
moustach>s or appear with none of these
hirsute adornments. The Force insists
that members be cleanly shaven and hair
trimmed ncatly. Moustaches, of course,
are permissible.

Mrs. Denison emphasizes the strict
discipline exercised in the Force and
illustrated the horror of the drill
sergeant at discovering one unpolished
button on thv recruit's tunic. Lest
she may create a wrong impression of
this roaring, infuriated disciplinarian
she proceeds to illustrate by an example
how tender was the heart beating beneath
the rough exterior of the Sergeant when
that worthy militarist was off parade.

In 1896, examinations were given
on the following subjects:

Permanent, general and local orders.

Regulations and orders of the Force.

Drill, dismounted and mounted.

Duties on guard.
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The Constable's Manual.

Duties in Barracks.

The Ordinances of the North-west Territories

The Indian Act.

The Criminal Code.

General Orders listed all transfers,
promotions, engagements, discharges and
matters affecting pay, opening and closing
of detachments, fines imposed and matters
of general interest to the Force. This
official gazette is still posted every
week and is referred to popularly as "G.O's",

The Constable's Manual, referred to
by Curwood as a Service Manual and by
Muriel Denison as the Recruit's Manual,
ia a book containing the rules by which
the members are govirned in matters of
police procedure.

Those who read SUSANNAH: LITTLE GIRL

WITH THE MOUNTIES are well aware that

nembers of the Force are obliged to under-
go militery training and thcy should have
known that the present uniform is not the

same to-day as it was in 1896 as the author



57

makes frequent references to the pill-
boxes and helmets worn as headgear at
that time.

Yo active steps were taken for the
organization of the Force untlil September,
1873, in spite of the fact that it had
buen authorized by Act of Parliament the
previous May. One hundred andafifty men
were recruited hastily and left from
Collingwood over th: so-called Dawson
Route from the head of Lake Superior,
Late in October they arrived at the
Stone Fort or Lower Fort Garry (20 miles
down the river from Winnipeg) where
they remained for the winter, "much
inconvenience and discomfort being
caused by the fact of a grcat portion
of their uniform and winter clothing

being frozen in on the Dawson route."(1)

(1) Commissioner French in his Annual
Report, 1874.



This is sufficient to indicate that
this little party of 150 men were dressed
in uniform znd is not contradictory to the
statement previously quoted in which Com-
missioner French in his report said that
while in Ottawa between February and April
1874 he attended to the designing of the
uniform.

A series of qu-stions deal with the
dress regulations of the Force and although
the rresent day uniform can by seen by the
Cunadian public at first-hand, either in
coloured pictures shown in the magazines
or on the members of the Force as they
carry out their daily duties, from the
answers recelved 1t is obvious that ths
public in general have nalid very little
attention to details. For such information
th:y have rclied on books which they have
read, many of which have been very mis-
lcading or are too vague in the description
;f the dress., It is.a subtle art of
fiction writers on the Force to avoid any

detailed description of the uniform. In



59

THE RIVKR'S IIND therec is not th: slightest

hint of what the uniform was like and from
the confused answers to the questionnaircs
none of the books rcad provided any in-
formation on the subject.

Captain C. E. Denny, author of THE
LAW MARCHES WEST published by the Herald

Company of Calgary, 1905, was one of the
old originals., On page 18 of his book

he says that the uniform of the Force
worn by the first and original members
was scarlet tunic, ordinary cavalry
riding breeches with scarlet stripes,
afterwards changed to yellow, cavalry
boots and spurs.

(1) The uniform of the Canadian Infantry
in 1873 was scarlet tunic with blue pant-
aloons having scarlet stripes} the cavalry
full dress was blue tunic, blue trousers
with lace stripes, and busby; undress

was Bluc frock, double white stripes on
trousers. Thc Cobourg cavdlry differed

(1) Canada Gazette, March 4, 1876.
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from this inasmuch as it had scarlet cloth
tunic, blue trousers with white stripes,
gilt brass helmet and white leather gaunt-
lets.

The Coboqrg cavalry uniform was not
adopted wholly. As the Force was to be
mounted, however, the pattern of dress
would follow, naturally; tﬂat of a cavalry
regiment. It was natura%, too, that the
cavalry regiments of Canada would be
modelled in British style. Canada had
become a Dominion, self-governing, but
cglonial days were not very far in the
distance and there were British troops
still in Canada. Many.of the members of
the Canaaian militia were ex-British
regulars; furthermore, the most of the
uniforms were purchased in Britain.

The Dragoon regiments in England
wore metal h;lmets and scarlet tunics
while Hussar regiments had busbies and
blue tunics. The uniform of the Force
follqwed very closely that of the Drag-

oons. That Colonel French in designing
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the uniform of the Force had in mind the
dress of the Dragoons can scarcely be
doubted as the original issue was white(1l)
helmets with gold spike, scarlet tunic,
white gauntlets, grcey pantaloons of bed-
ford cord, jack-boots and spurs.

There were certain improvisations
as supplies were difificult to obtain
and the conditions in the West necessitated
a few changes such as making coats from
buffalo hides and fur caps and mittens
from seized robes with red flannel lining.

The Force was military in origin
as is evident by a copy of a report of
a Committee of the Honourable, the Privy
@ouncil, approved by His Excellency tke
Governor-General in Council on April 13,
1870, reading in part as follows:

"On a memorandum dated 12th April,
1870, from the Honourable, the Minister
of Justice reporting with reference to

the Order-in-Council of the 6éth instant

(1) RIDERS OF THE PLAINS by A. L. Haydon,
Page 10.
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on the subject of the organizing of a
Police Force for service in the North-
West Territories as follows:

1. As the Forée suggested in his
memorandum will in the first instance
partake more of the nature apd character
of a military rather than a police Force
and as the same will be under the control
of the Officer Commanding the Military
Expedition he recommends that he be
authorized to make requisition on the
Militia Department for such supply of
clothing and various articles thereof
and of Spencer Repeating Carbines ---"

This was in 1870 but the recommend-
ations held good and in the minutes of
the North-West Council under the date
of March 10, 1873, was the following:

"That in the opinion of the council
it is necessary that for the maintenance
of pcace and order in the Northwest
Territories a sufficient force of military
and police, the latter und:r military

discipline, and either wholly or in part
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mounted, should without delay be
stationed in the territories."

When the recommendation for
"mounted rifles" was placed before
Sir John A. MacDonald he" struck out
"rifles"™ and put "police" as he feared
a military force would arouse Amecrican
resentment.

That the Force did purchase supplies
from the Militia is quite evident from
the account rendered against the Depart-
ment of Justice, October 17, 1€73, by
the Department of 'Militia and Defence.
The account 1s signed for the latter
depart~ent by Lieutenant-Colonel Wiley,
Director of Stores, and is documented
in the Dominion Archives as Manitoba,
No. 8770.

This account was for "clothing and
other stores supplied from the Militia
Stores for the service of the North west
Police Force, retently enrolled and
dispatched to Manitoba,."

The account is dated October 17;



64

the clothing was supplied in Sertember,

1873, and was as follows:

" 200 Cloth Tunics @ 5.25 §$1050.00
200 Serge Tunics @ 3.00 600.00
200 prs. Cavalry
Cloth Trousers 5.50 1100.00
200 Cavalry Forage

Caps 55 110.00
200 Artillery Great
Coats 5.50 1100.00

200 Kitts complete 5.41 1082.00
70 Great Coats,

part worn 2.00 140,00
150 White Haversacks .33 49.50
150 Great Coat Straps.30 45.00
150 Linen Towels .25 37.50

20 Tents,circular,
linen complete
with begs,poles

and pins 24,10 482.00
30 TMlanders kettles2,00 60.00
$5856.00

Add departmental exps.
for cases, bales,cartage

labor 60.50
$5916.50

Store Branch
Ottawa, October 17/73 "

The Spencer Repeating Carbines were
not supplied to the Force as a change was
made between 1870 and 1873, in the Militia,
to Snyder carbines and it was these that
were issued to the Forcs.

Further proof that the kiilitia supplied
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the uniform is given in an extract from

a private letter written by Colonel French
to Colonel Bernard, Fort Garry, December 27,
1873:

"Fur caps, mitts and mocassins sent
by Militia Department by rail six weeks
ago. Have not yet arrived,"

This dependence on the militia for
articles of clothing, coupled with the
fact that Colonel French himself was an.
Inspector of Artillery in the School of
Gunnery, Kingston, Ontario, would tend
to model the newly-formed'police force
after the munner of the militia.

We have seen that although many
cavalry units wore blue tunics those
of the Force were scarlet. Although
patterned after the Dragoons there were
other reasons why the scarlet tunic was
chosen for the Force.

The Indians had been accustomed to
the red tunics of the British soldiers
and regarded them as friends. A scarlet

tunic, therefore, would make a good
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imhression in contrast with the blue of
the American soldiers whom they regarded
with some distrust.

Captain Chambers, the author of

TEE ROYAL NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE, served
in the Rebellion of 1885 and saw the North-
West Mounted Police at first-hand. His
book was published in 1906, so that his
material was gathqred at close range to

the Force and at a period when they were
still the North-West Mounted Police. His
book 1s out of print(do—day but what
editions have been preserved in libraries
serve as a reminder of what was necessary
for en author to undergo at that time.
There aras many pages of advertisements and
a substantial list of advance subscribers

appended to thc pages of his history.

(1) He says that Colonel P. Robertson-Ross
was despatched in 1872 to look over the
North-West Territories and to make a report.

The soldiers at Red River wore dark coats

(1) The Royal North-West Mounted Police.
By Captain Ernest J. Chambers, The
ilortiner Press, Montreal-Yttawa,
1906. P, 12,
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and the Indians said to him, "Who are
these soldiers at Red River wearing
dark clothes? Our old brothers who
formerly lived there (meaning H. M. S.
6th Regiment) wore red coats. We know
that the soldiers of our great mother
wore red coats and are our friends."
(1) Chambers remarks, too, that the
scarlet serge was a tunic of dragoon
pattern for officers. The original
red coat of the rank and file as worn
by the Force under Colonel French was
of the loose frock or Norfolk jacket
pattern with cloth belts, in vogue in
the army Bor some ycars after the Crimean
War. In 1875, the Officers wore a tunic
of hussar pattern while the uniform of
the rank and file was scarlet frock,
cord breeches, long brown boots, white
(1) The Royal North-West Mounted Police.
By Captain Ernest J. Chambers, The

Mortimer Press, Montreal-Ottawa,
1906, P. 150.,
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helmet. A brown cotton suit served for
fatigues. For undress the small round
"pillbox" forage cap once universal in
the mounted branches of the British
servics was worn. The scarlet tunic
had a white cross-belt.

In 1875, forage caps were taken
into general use, hulmets being worn
only on duty and on parade,

In 1880, the issue of uniform as
taken from a schedule of free kit issue
to Reg. Number 506, Thomas E. Wilson
was:

Buffalo robe and blankets
waterproof sheet

buffalo coat

cloth overcoat

helmet, fur cap and forage cap
serge tunic and a stable Jacket
Breeches, cloth

Stable trousers, long boots,

short boots
a scarlet cloth tunie.

oo o

For some years before 1887 a blue
cavalry cloak supplied from England was
worn., This was discarded for a more
serviceable grey one.-

About 1901, brown gauntlets and

brown he¢lmets took the place of white.
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Forage caps had been in use as part
of the drill order and Superintendent
Cotton in 1887 recommended that they
be replaced by large soft felt hats
such as worn by the 5th United States
Infantry stationed on Tobacco Plain,
six miles frgm the boundary.

Superintendent McIlree, also,
recomn:nded the adoption of some pattern
of felt hat for field service. "Helmets
are too conspicuous and heavy for con-
stant use and the forage caps are no
protection whatever from the sun," he
writes in the seame year.

Superintendent Jarvis, too, urged
for a broad-brimmed hat of soft felt.

By 1889, some of the members began
to provide themselves with broad-brimmed
hats.

It was in this manner that the
uniform of the Force underwent a gradual
change. Not only was the headgear to
underco a transformation but agitation

commenced for a new kind of clqak. The
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reculstion cloak was cumbersome when
wet and ¢id not allow the wearer to
move about freely. Superintendent
McIlree suggested a waterproof. The
first issues of "slickers", or water-
proof coats, were in no wgy similar
to the prescnt issue &nd, indeed,
several types have been introduced
and discarded sincs that time.
Superintendent Steele, stationed
at Kootenay, British Columbia, recom-
mended to the Commissioner December 1,
1887, that a pea-jacket be issued in
view of the growing scarcit& of fur
coats. He says, in part, " -- such
as has been and now is frequently
worn by the officers and sergeants
but of th: same material as that
used in the manufacture of the blue
cloth coats. 1In 1884, the men em-
ployed in the mountains were permitted
to purchase and wear pea-jackets,
furnished with the regulation brass

button, it having been found that
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the buffalo coats were too clumsy for
active work either mounted or dismounted."
The scarlet serge has been threatened
with extinction from time to time but has
always remained even though some other
tunic was adopted to replace it in some
measures. The brown serge, Norfolk style,
has taken its place, very sparingly at
first but at the present date, almost
exclusively, the scarlet being worn only
on full dress parades or for spebial duty.
Brown breeches were recommended as
far back as 1886 and actually did come
into use for the motorcycle squad for
a short time during the commissionership
of the late General MacBrien.
When Commissioner Perry assumed
control of the Force in 1900, brown
fur caps ¥or winter replaced the black
bearskin, and long brown boots and
btown Sem Browne equipmsnt were worn
to give a more uniform appcearance,
For summer wear helmets were

still in use by Officers as late as
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1909. This was full dress order.

The rank and file wore felt hats for
drill and service order, the fbrage
cap on other occasions.

The review order of dress to-day
for ceremonial and other special duties
is felt hat, scarlet tunic, blue breeches
with the broad yellow stripe dowh each
side, high brown riding boots with straight-
shanked cavalry spurs, gloves of brown
leather, Sam Browne squipment, revolver
and lanyard.

The service order worn on general
duty and drill is the same as for Review
except that the scarlet tunic is replaced
by brown Jjacket, khaki shirt, collar,
collar pin and blue tie,

The "undress" order, or dress for
when on office duty or, as an alternative
to service order, when on general duty,
is felt hat, brown jacket, khaki shirt,

collar, collar pin and blue tie, blue
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trousers, ankle boots, brown leather
gloves. In the summer the blue trousers
are replaced by brown if desired.

"Walking-out" order is the same
as for review order or the blue breeches
can be substituted by blue dress trousers
with the yellow stripe down each side,
and black Wellington boots with box
spurs can be substituted for the long
boots and straight-shanked spurs.

Mrs. Denison claims sixteen bugle
calls for the Force in 1897. A book
entitled " Bugle Sounds for the North-
west Mounted Police" was published in
1882 and contains closer to thirty calls
than to sixteen. It is quite possible,
however, that the calls had been re-
duced to sixteen by 1897,.as by 1910
only two of these calls were in use
in the Force, the Regimental Call and
the Retreat.(l)

As indicated by the title of the
book these were bugle sounds and with

(1) Pile S.1405-17.
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the exception of the Regimental Call
wer: not adaptable to the trumpet

which took the place of the bugle.

The approved calls now in use in the
Force number thirteen and are designated

as follows:

Reveille
General Parade
Quarter-hour call
Orderly Room
Stables

Feed

Turnout

Mess Call

Fire Alarnm
Retreat

First Post
Last Post
Lights out.
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CORPORAL COREY OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUWKILD.
By Jack O'Brien. The John C, Winston
Company, Philadelphia, Penn., 1936.

THIS book is authentic according
to O'Brien's readers and gives a picture
of the policeman's private life as well
as of the strict discipline observed by
the Force.

It is not difficult for the average
reader to arrive at this conclusion for
O'Brien mixes fact with fiction in such
a manner that even those who are well-
acquainted with the Force could be de-
ceived. Thé author has made a few
technical and historical blunders but,
on the whole, he has been correct and
his readers should have answered correctly
the questions given below. It will be
interesting to ascertain exactly how many

based their answers on the knowledge they

derived from CORPORAL COREY.

These statistics are valuable only
in proportion to the certainty that the
answers were based on the said book and
for this reason must be divided into

three ceategories:-
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1. Those which were based aefinitely

on CORPUHAL CUksY and no other book.

. Those which were based not only on

CURPURAL COREY but on other books ‘as well.

5. Those which could have been based on

CORPORAL CORrY as the book was available

in the Public pibrary. There. is no
proof that the answers were so based as
the pupils failed to state what books
they had read bﬁt one. copy of CORPORAL
COREY in the Ottawa Library had a
circulation of twelve in ten months

and under -this category only the answers
given by Ottawa pupils are shown.

Q. 1. The guiding principle of Canada's

nztional Police Force is contained in its

motto. What is this motto? (1) Get your

man. (2) Be prepared. (3) Salus populi sup-

rema est lex (4) Maintiens le droit.

Q. 2. The Crest of the Force, on badges

and buttons worn by all ranks, is the

head of (1) an Indian (&) & horse (3) a

banver (4) a buffalo.

“s 3. The regulation sidearms worn by

members of the Force when in uniform is:




M

(1) Colts revolver .<= (£) Colt'!s revolver

.58 (3) Colt's revolver .45 (a) Colt's

Automatic Pistol .45 (b) Browning's

Pistol 9m. m. (6) Smith and Wesson
»

Pocket Pistol (Automatic) .38 (7) Smith

and Wesson's Hevolver .48.

@. 4. The regulation rifle used by the

Force is: (1) Enfield .503 () Winchester

.30-30 Carbine (3) Ross Rifle .303 (4)

Marlin .30-30 Carbine (5) Cooey .22 (6)

Snyder €arbine.

Q. 5. Non-commissioned officers and

constables must address an officer by:

(1) his surname (2) his rank (3) sir.

Q. 6. While doing so they must stand:

(1) at ease (2) at attention (3) easy.

Q. 7. Before addressing an ofticer thney

must (1) salute (&) take off taeir hats.
Q. 8. The book containing the rules by

which tne Roval Canadian Mounted Police

are governed in matters of police procedure

.18 called: (1) The Criminzi (ode (2) R.

C. M. P. Rules and Kegulations (3) the

Statutes of Canada (4) The Constable's

Manual.
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Q. 9. Candidates for engagement in the
Force must be: (1) tall () white (3)

fnglish-speaking (4) British subjects.

Q. 10. All members of the Force are good

horsemen. True or False.

Q. 11. The minimum height for candidates

for engagement in the Force is five feet

eight inches. True or False.

L. 12, Members of the Force are obliged

to undergo military training. True or

False.

e 13. The regulation uniform of the Force

to-day is scarlet serge tunic, dark-blue

riaing breeches with the broad yellow

stripe down thne side, high brown riding

boots with straight-shanked cavalry spurs

attached. True or False.

. 14. The fatigue order of dress is

brown ouck slacks and brown duck tunic.

True or False.

Q. 15. Every Constsble on engagement in

the Force is posted to the depot division

at Regina, Saskatchewan, for instruction

and training in his duties. True or

False.
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Q. 16. Detachments are established in

-—

both the Eastern and Western Arctic

regions. What is your conception of a

.policeman's life in these regions as to:

(1) his dwelling () his food (%) his

amusements («) his work.

Q. 17. A member of the Force wears what

is known as a Sam Browne fouipment. On

which side is the holster and is it

"open" or '"ciosed!" type?

Those sets of answers which we
heave aesignated as being in the first
category are five in numoer. On the
first question only one was correct so
prevalent is the notion that "Get your
man" is the motto of the Force.

Nome obtained the correct answer
to the second question although O'Brien
described the crest in deteil as a maple
wreath surmounted by a crown and the worus,
"Royal Canadian Mounted Police" below;
within the wreath an oval bearing the
words "Mainticns le aroit" encircling
a buffalo head.

Only two r-merksd the Colt's .45
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as the regulation revolver while three

nemed the .38 calibre. Both calibres

are used in the Force but the ..45 1is

recognized as the regulation revolver.
Only one gave the Enfield .303

as the regulation rifle although O'Brien

was definite on this point.

All answered the next three questions

correctly due to a scene described by
O'Brien in which Corporal Grey was

called before an ofiicer. In this scene
the Corporal salutes, stands at attention
ana addresse=s his superior officer as
"sir™.

Opinion was aivided between the
Criainal Code and the Constable's Manual
as the book most important in a recruit's
life. O'Brien emphasizes the Constable's
Manuel.

Threz agreed that candidates for
engagement must be British subjects, two
that they must be tall despite the fact
that all knew the minimum height was five
feet eight inches.

Two considered that all members of
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the Force were not gooud horsemen nor that
they were obliged to undergo military
training. This is a surprising answer

from those who had read CORPORAL CUR+Y

as O'Brien devotes fifty pages to an
exposition of a recruit's training.

All knew the uniform of the Force
although two believed that the descrip-
tion of the fatigue order of dress as
given in the question was false.

Two did not believe tuat every
constable upon engagement was posted
to "Depot" Division, Regina, for training.

Three answered surprisingly wel}
the essay guestion on a policeman'!s life
in the Arctic, basing their knowledge
entirely on O'Brien's description. Two
made no attempt to describe 1it.

Only one said tnat the holster was
worn on the left side. O'Brien goes to
the trouble to tell why the holster 'is
worn on tne right side.

In his annual report dated December
1, 1887, Superintencent Steele says,

"The manner of wearing the pistol on the



left has always been found inconveni=nt
when mounted, as & man has to bring his
arm across the body to seize and draw it.
I would suggest that it be worn on the
right side with the butt to the rear.
At present, when the man attempts to drew
while holding the reins he experiences
great difficulty in reaching the pis-
tol, unless it is hung farther forward
where it would perhaps be dangerous, as
the muzzle would hang over the thigh
just below the groin, in which position,
a premsture discharge would, most likely,
result in making the man a cripple for
life. Thne men of the western plains of
tue United States, who are acknowledged
to be the most expert pistol shots in the
world, invariably wear it on tue rignt
side, with the butt to tae rear, and the
same custom is observed in the American
army."

There are three in tne second
catsgory: namely, those who had read otaner

books :n addition to CORPORAL CORZY OF

THE ROYVAL CANADI:N MOUNTED. Their per-
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centage of correct answers is slightly
over fifty, each of the three obtaining
nine out of seventeen questions. Evid-
ently, the other fiction they had read
had been more detrimental to the truth
than otherwise.

Twenty-four pupils from Ottawa
who did not state what books they had read
but who had access to the library boeks,
which include CORPORAL COREY answered as

follows:

Q. 1. Seventeen knew the motto.

Q. 2. Fifteen knew the crest.

Q. 3. Fifteen knew the regulation sidearms.
Q.4. Eleven knew the regulation rifle.
Q.5, 6 and 7. Fourteen knew how to address

an officer.
Q. 8. The answers to this question were

varied. Seven replied, "The Criminal Code";
seven "R.C.M,P. Rules and Regulations,"
three "The Statutes of Canada" and seven,

"The Constable's Manual."
Q. 9. Twelve considered an annual course

in musketry required while the others

favoured riding.
Q. 10, 11 and 12. Seventeen knew that one had
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to be a British subject in order to be
eligible for the Force., The others con-
sidered that one must be tall and considered
false the statement that the minimum Height
for candidates was five feet eight inches.
Sixteen believed that members were obliged
to undergo military training. It is obvious
that at least eight had not read CORPORAL COREY
Q. 13 and 14. Twenty-one knew the uniform
of the Force but eight did not agree that
the fatigue order of dress was brown duck
slacks and brown duck tunic.
Q. 15. Sixteen believed that every constable
on engagement is posted to "Depot" Division,
Regina, Saskatchewan, for training and in-
struction in his duties. .
Q. 16. All made a fair attempt at the
essay question on police life in the Arctic.
Q. 17. Only eight knew the correct position
of the holster and that’ it was of the closed
type.

The result of this test proves that
those who read CORPORAL COREY obtained 68
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per cent correct answers, those who had
read CORPORAL COREY together with other
fiction, obtained 50 per cent while those
who had access to the book but whoc did not
say that they had read it made 58 per cent.
There seems to be no doubt that the answers
were based on the fietion read and in this

instance CORPORAL COREY OF THL ROYAL MOUNTED

contained very few technical inaccuracies,
thus accounting for the large percentage of
correct answers by his readers.

We have noted that none of
O'Brien's readers knew the crest of the
Force. A very small percentage of the
total number who submitted answers on this
question did know. Out of the total, fifteen
said, "An Indian head"; thirty-seven replied,
"A Horse head"; eighty-five believed it "A
Beaver head"; sixty replied correctly, "A
Buffalo head."

Thirteen of those who thought the
crest was a Beaver's head had read the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police Quarterly, eacn

issue of which carries the crest and motto
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on the cover. This shows a lack of
observation, furthermore, the general
public in Canada have ample opportunity
to see these things for themselves.

Although no evidence exists as to
why the head of the buffalo was adopted as
the crest of the Force, Mr. Hann, in the
article referred to previously, gives a
few reasons why it may have been chosen.

These animals were very numerous
on the prairies in 1874 and in addition
to augmenting the rations of the Force
their hides provided overcoats for the
members.

The history of the fur coat
supplied to the Force dates back to 1873.
Not only was the fur coat made of buffalo
skin but robes; too, and Assistant Comm-
issioner Macleod's report of October 29,
1874, stated that, "I am also having caps
and mitts made for the men out of the
seized robes."”

In 1886, the impossibility of
furnishing the men, who had joined the

Force that year, with buffalo overcoats
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afforded the Commissioner the greatest
uneasiness as no efficient substitute

had been found. The scarcity of buffalo
in this year provides a striking contrast
to the "immense quantities estimated at
seventy or eighty thousand" seen by Comm-
issioner French in the Milk River District
in 1874 as related in his diary.

In 1887, a substitute called
"Montana Calf" was tried out. These were
natural black skins dyed, long and split-
tailed to provide protection for the men's
legs when riding or driving. The dye appeared
to rot them and they proved worthless.

In 1889, Commissioner Herchmer
reported that the fur coats (Russian lamb)
were giving satisfaction. In that year
buffalo coats were no longer procurable.

Assistant Commissioner T. S,
Belcher, in a letter dated October 29, 1931,
addressed to the Honourable H. Guthrie,

K. C., M. P., Minister of Justice, Ottawa,
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(1) recalls that many years ago the Police
fur coats were made from buffalo skins but
due to the scarcity of these skins it was
found impossible to continue their issue
and that efforts had to be made to find

a substitute. It was following this
period that goat skins were used, a very
serviceable and cheap fur. He understood
that these goatskins were imported from
China as they were called in the trade
"Chinese Grey Goats."

In spite of the scarcity of buffalo
skins, coats made from this material were
in use in Regina in 1931, some which had
been obtained twelve years before.

In a pamphlet entitled CANADA AND

THE BUFFALO the Department of Mines and

Resources explains what steps were taken
for the preservation of these "monarchs
of the plains." According to this pam-
phlet by 1900 not a single buffalo roamed
the plains of Canada in a wild state. In

the vicinity of Great Slave Lake was an

(1) File S.232-2, 1931.
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isolated herd of a sub-species, the ..oo0Q
éuffalo; in captivity were one or tvo
small groups of pra.us buffalo. Tue
Canadlan Government, roresee.ng tne ex-
tinction of these znimels if measures
were not taken to preserve them, acted
guickly.

In 1874, an Indi n captured four
young calves on the Milk River near
the International Boundary. They were
taken to the Flathead Reservation in
Montana and by 1884 the original four hsd
increasea to thirteen of which ten were
purchased by two ranchers, Messrs. Allard
and Pablo. In 1894, they incressed this
hera by the purchase of twenty-six pure
brea animals, ma.nly of wild Texas stock,
from the"Buffalo" Jones hera at Omaha.

A few of the twenty-six were des-
cendants of stock originally collected in
the 1870's in Manitobs. It was from tnis
herd that the Cansdian government in 1906
purchased 716 head and pl:-ced them on

a reserve. This reserve was formed at

Elk Island National Park, situsted = short
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distance east of Edmonton. Subsequently,
all the animals at Elk Island, with the
exception of 48, were transferred to the
newly <=stablished Buffalo National Park
at Wainright.

Fenced and protected in their new
home the buffalo increzasea at a rapid
rate and the provision of winter feea
became a problem.

It was necessary by 1920 to take
active steps to control the situation
and a systematic killing-off of surplus
and undesirable animals commenced. Large
shipments, totalling 6,673, were sent north
to Wood Buffalo Park in the Northwest
Territories and turned loose in the unfenced
area. In the past thirty years 20,000
buffalo have been slaughtered =t Buffalo
Park. A small percentage of skins result-
ing from the slzuzhter of these animals
ﬁas been given to, the Royal Canadi:n
Mounted Poirice. These skins are tanned
and maae up into winter coats averaging
one skin to a cout.

some of these coats are 38" in length,
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pthers 50" the longer ones being worn
by outside guards in severe weather.

The tlesh of the slaughtered
buffalo is not wasted but scld to packing
companies from where they are distributed
to the various retailers and eventually
reach the consumer in the form of Juicy
steaks.

The fourth ocuestion on the regulation
rifle used by the Force was known to few,
and not without reason, for the type of
rifle used, even as the revolver, has
varieu. If the answers were derivea from
information found in fiction they would
depend entir:ly on the period of which
the author was writing.

If he were describing tiie period
tn which tne Force was first organizeda (1)
he would mention tne Snyder carbine, tne
only rifle issued at that time. If his
story centred on that period between 1880
and 1205, he would speak of the Winchester
rifle, repeater, contcining eight cartrid.es

(1) Commissioners Report. Annual Reyport,
1880. Page 10 under "Arms"
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in the magazine and berrcl, of which
one hundred, improuved type, were pur-
chased in 1880 and were taken into
seucral use by 188s. Should his story
tase him into the year 19Q5 he would
introduce the<reader to tne Hoss Rifle
used for drill purposes, and the Lee-
Metford carvines »ith wnich th: members
of "K" and "D" Divisions were armed.
From 1908 onwai1ds he would speak of the
Lee-=nfield used by the Militiu and loaned
by them to the Police.

On page 57 of O'Brien's bqok he
stat=d, thnrourh one of his characters,
that the hz2adquartcrs .ol the Force was
moved <cast fifteen ye;Ls ago. As tnis
move occursd in 1920 the time of the story
would be 1935. This is corrobor.ted by
the fact that the story opens on the scene
of the Music-+l Ride in Madison <quasre
Garden. Thnis wzs the first time in the
history of tane Force that a mounted detachwent

(1) was sent to osrticip=tz in tne Nation=l

(1) Annu=l Report, 1935.
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Horse Show in Madison fcuare Garden,
New York. The party was composed of
Superintendent J. M. Tupper =nd thirty-
threc other ranks leaving Ottawa on Nov-
embsr 4, 1934, and returning on November
16, 1954. One of the larvest American (1)
magazine companies sent (n artist {rom
New York for the purpose of correctly
portraying the uniform ana tne zeneral
appearance of a member of tne Force. :
O'Br.en dia not exaggerats in nhis
description o' tne hiue as onyone who
has seen tnis periorm:nce will ~gree.
The horses are trsinea so well in tais
p=rticuler performance that they wind
through tne various patterns wita little
or no assistance from tae riaers.
A numb:z=r of thosz vho took part
in the Musical Hide in New York had re-
turned from service in tne Eéstern ictic
but recently, and tnis fact mckes O'Brien's
tale more pl.usible. In the story Jim

(1) Royal Canadi.n Mouated Police ju-~rterly,
Januery, 1l9s5. Page 15.
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B%edley, efter witnessing the Ride,

came to Regina to join the Force. Tﬁis,
too, is pl.usible, as one of the results
of the performance, according to Super-
intendent Kemp, Adjutant of the Force in
12565, was the arrivsl at Headguarters of
a great number of applications, for
engagement in the h, C. M. Police,
from young men residing in and around
New York. These had to be informed
politely tnat only British subjects
resident in Canada could be considered
for enlistment.

From tiie Madison Scuare Garden
the scned shifts to the Nor%h WiZPe we
find "Corporal Corey', who had commanded
the Musical Ride, travelling by dog team
over tne frozen traiis. Next, we find
him in Reginz and tnere, too, is Jim
bradley unaei going his recruit's training.

Bradley's res-ntment towards his
instructors is portrsyed by O'Bri=n in
such & mennzic tnat one would be recady to
belizve taxt ths author had had actuaszl

experience as a recriait. The feeling is
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not an unusual one as the majority of
recruits will testify, and, particularly,
those who are naturally sensitive. For
the most part, drill instructors are
typical "Sergeant Burkes", aggressive
and unimaginative, but it is this quality
in them which accomplishes the desired
result in the recruit who, because of the
discipline and subordination demanded by
the Force, cannot challenge them. He is
compelled, therefore, to a firm deter-
mination to show that he can "take it"
or otherwise be Qtamped as a "quitter."
Those who can "take it" have the satis-
faction afterwards of feeling that they
have really mastered themselves and will
admit that discipline is necessary if the
organization is to be a success.
(1) In the year 1935, the syllabus of
training for recruits, based on a six
months' course was as follows:
(1) Annual Report, year ending March 31,
1935. Page 8.
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SUBJECT PARADES HOURS
Equitation 85 170
Foot and arms drill 88 88
Musketry 30 30
Lectures 164 164
Typewriting 33 33
Physical Training and

Juijitsu 63 63
Practical mechanical

transport 11 11
Boxing 10 10
Ballistic and gas

demonstration 10 10
Finger Print (practical) L L

Lectﬁres were given on rules and
regulations, history of the force, the
Royal Cangdian Mounted Police Act, First
Aid, Constable's Manual and physical train-
ing, Federal Statutes, Provincial Statutes,
the Criminal Code, courty duty, including
attendance at court and mock trials.

To a man with as much imaginmation
as had O'Brien, life in barracks was be-
coming tedious and he introduced a fictitious
miners' strike into the story. He had a
basis of truth for his fiction as during
the year 1935 there was considerable unrest
in several industrial centres, distributed
over a wide area, raﬁging from dissatisfaction
of the unemployed in relief camps to the

strike of metal miners, the most import-
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ant of these latter being in Pictou
¢ounty, Stellarton, N. S., Glace Bay,

N. S., and Noranda, Quebcec. In the
strike at Stellarton, N. S., two police-
men were injurea.

O'Brien goes into detail and gives
full vent to his admiration of the Police
in his narration of the strike which took
place, supposedly, near Fort Smith, North-
west Terrsitories.

The immaculately-dressed men of the
Mounted Police proved that the "musical
comedy cops", as they were called contemp-
tuously by tihe miners, could be formiaable
antagonists and with hats gone, tunics
torn and blood-spattered, they flayed the
miners with fists and riding crops. It
was during this sc:ne that the author's
reaction to the fifty pages of monotonous
routine to which he had devoted himself
became evident and he took this opportunity
to glamourize the hero of his storvy, Corporal
Corey.

In his chapter on "Riot Formation"

Ot'Brien describeé the method in which the
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V-shaped lines were formed. One would

be led to believe. tnat this was tne
acknowledged riot formation, however,
tactics vary to.meet the situation as tue
author would have realized had he been
present at thz strike in ke_ins on July

1, 1935, when approximately 2000 relief
camp strikers assembled in protest against (l)
camp conditions and conditions generally.
Three hundred of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, sssisted by a number of City Police,
were sent out to disperse the mob and to
arrest the leaders. Altnough outnumbered
six to one, tue police, with tne aia of
batons and gas grenades, were successful

in arresting thirty-three of tne chief
offencers and scattering the iemainder.

It was only wnen an attempt was maue by

the strikers to relcase the thirty-three
prisoners that revolver shots were fired
and this was done by an N. C. 0. who firad
six shots over the heads of the assailants.

Quite & number of tne police suffered

(1) File G. 504-43, Vol. 1.



injuries caused by9Zlubs and rocks hurleu
by the mbb who would not nave hesitatou
to taxke lives wiicn the battle was at its
peak. The police are to be commended for
their forbearance uand not a little of the
credit goes to the Officer Commanding =t
Regina during this strike, the precsent
Commissioner S. T. Wood.

It is a standing order in the police
that the use of firearms is only Justificzd
when the mob is armed with firearus and
threaten to use tnem; when the police
are in grave danger; or to prevent the
burning of « building or an attack on
a policé station.

These orders should dissipate the
all-too prevalent false conception aneld
by the public, particularly school boys,
would-be gangsters, and fiction writers
like O'Sdrien, that the police are not
allowed to draw a gun upon a criminal
until the criminal has drawn first. In
many cases, this woula be too l.te for the
policeman. A well-trained policeman has

been taught that a revolver is a dangerous
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weapon «nd that he must show discretion
in its use. If his action in drewing
a firearm on & criminel is not justified
ne knows he can be chorged with nmurcer,
or menslaught-r, in the same manner «s
could any civilian.

O'Brien fells into a technicel
error on Psge 124 of his book when he
has a constable salute the corpor:i.
This is 211 the more surprising after

his cheapter on the training of & recruit.
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THE VALLEY OF SILENT MEN
By James Oliver Curwood. The Copp Clark
Company, Ltd., Toronto, 1923.

THE VALLEY OF SILENT MEN depicts a
member of the Mounted Police on his
supposed death-bed. He confesses to a
murder for which another man has been
arrested. The latter is freed and Kent,
the Mounted Policeman, recovers. He is
arrested following his recovery and
closely confined to a cell which he
himself helped to erect. By the aid of
an old friend and a girl who has grown to
love him he makes his escape and flees,
with the girl, to the Valley of Silent
Men, miles north of Athabasca Landing
in the Mackenzie district close to the
Yukon border. Perfectly safe, as he
thinks, from the long arm of the law he
learns that his o0ld comrade in the Force,
O'Connor, had preceded him to the Valley
of Silent Men by some weéks and had solved
the mystery of the murder of which Kent
accused himself. The murderer was not

Kent but a brother of the man who had
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been arrested and whom Kent's confession
had freed. The murderer, after telling
his story, became ill and died but Kent
was now exonerated and in no danger of
arreste.

On Page 14 of THE VALLEY OF SILENT

MEN , Curwood states that it was Inspector
Kedsty who commanded "N" Division, the
biggest and wildest Division in the North-
land, and on Page 15 he says that "N"
Division covered an area of six hundred
and twenty thousand square miles of
wildest North America, extending more

than two thousand miles north of the 70th
parallel of latitude, with its farthest
limit three and one-half degrees within
the Arctic Circle.

For the benefit of the public who
are in no position to dispute, or confirm,
Curwood's remarks be it remarked that
Curwood did know enough about the
Force to know that it is and has been
since its inception divided into Divisions.

The earliest Annual Roports confirm this
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and in recounting the overland trip of
the original troops they tell of the Force
being recruited to a strength of 300 men
who left by train on June 6, 1874, from
Toronto, via Sernia, Detroit, Chicago,
St. Paul's, PFargo, 1300 miles from Toronto.
Prom there they travelled in carts drewn
by horses. This party consisted of "D",
"E" and "F" Divisions aand they arrived
in Dufferin, June 19, 1874. At Dufferin,
the Commissioner met them with "A"™, "B"
end "C" Divisions. At this time the word
"Division" seemed to be interchangeaeble
with "Troop" as,both terms ere used. Once
ecsteblished in the West these Divisions
were posted in the following manner:

"A" Division at Fort, Saskatchewan.

"B" Division at Fort Welsh.

"C" Division at Fort Macleod.

"D" Division et Shoal Lake end at
Prince Albert.

"E" gt Battleford and Carleton.
"P" gt Fort Walsh.
By 1885, further shifting had been done.
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A "Depot" Divis ion had been established

gt Regina, "A"™ Division was at Maple Creek,
Seskatchewan, "C" Division at Fort Macleod,
Albverta, "D" at Battleford, Seskatchewan,
"E" at Calgery, "P" at Prince Albert, "G"
et Edmonton, "H" et Port Macleod, and "K"
et Battleford.

In 1908, an Inspector, with a Corporel
end three Constables, left Fort Saskatchewen
(near Edmonton) on a morning in early June,
heeded northward to Fort Zesulution on
Great Sleve Lake, crossed the vast unfriend-
ly wilderness to Hudson's Bay, employed
Eskimo dogs to Churchill, and eventually
reached Lake Winnipeg in the following
spring, heving trevelled a distance of
3,347 miles. (1).

This patrol set out from Fort Sask-
etchewan, which was the headquerters of
"G" Division, nevertheless Curwood was
(1) A Brief Outline of the

Activities of the Force
1873-1940. Page 13.



105

correct in neming "N" Division the biggest
end wildest division in the Northland, the
headquarters of which was Athabasce Tending
and included posts at ILesser Slave Leke,
Peace River Crossing, Sturgeon Lake,
Vermilion, Chipewyen end Smith's Lending.
In 1916, ebout the time of Curwood's story,
"N" Division was pushed still ferther north
with hesdquarters at Peace River end
inecluding posts at Forts Chipewyean, Fitz-
gerald, Mecpherson, Normen, Resolution,
Simpson, Vermilion and Herschel Island.
Patrols were made from this Division
into the country designated by Curwood &s
north of the 70th perellel of latitude.
One petrol in particulaer which received
wide-spread publicity emanated from this
Division.
(1) At 11.30 A. M. on July 23, 1915,
Inspector C. D. La Nauze left Normen by
York boat for Great Bear Lake in search
of the missing priests, Reverend Fathers
Rouvier and Le Roux. The party consisted

(1) Annual Report 1916 - Page 190.
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of Constables Withers and Wight: Eskimo
Tlevinik, his wife llamayuk, end his
deughter Nagosek; a guide, Arden, and
the Inspector. The Reverend Father
Prapsance accompanied the petrol as a
guest. The bosat waé heavily loaded with
personal baggaege, some freight and two
canoes. The ﬁogs followed along the
shore. Three days later the perty arrived
at the foot of the rapids below Liount
Cherles. They unloaded the boet and
~laced some of the freight in the canoes,
It took several trips to bring &ll of the
freight to the head of the repids. On
the 28th, after & hard struggle, they
pulled the York boet through the rapids.
It took four days to make one mile.
The channel wes twisted all over the
river, the edges were too shellow for
the boat and the party was obliged to
cross and recross, poling along the edges
of the swift channel. On August 4, they
r8ached the entrence of the river, rowed

four miles across the lake in & rain storm
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end pitched cemp in Sir John Franklin's
Little Leke opposite the site of old Fort
Frenklin. The York boat could not hold
all the freight together with the dogs,
sleighs and passengers so that two white
trappers were engaged to take the freight
in their small home-mede schooner "White
Duck" to Dease river. A4bout two miles
down the coest from Tittle Leke was an
Indien settlement end Inspector La Nausze
took statements from these Indians
concerning the missing priests.

On August 12, the perty started on
their long voyage across Great Besr lake
aend anchored at a harbour neer Fox Point
and on the 18th errived at another harbour
in Russel Bay. The next day they started
out at 3 A. M. and reached Deer Pass bay.
After eight deys during which they were
held up by a strong northeast wind they
rowed 10 miles round the extremity of the

Gros Cop and found & tiny harbour. From
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there they made & crossing to Ceve
McDonnel, & bare exposed point ten miles
from the timber line. It was not until
the 8th of September th&at they arrived at
their destination on the Dease river,

The base was 8steblished at Dease Bay
from where Inspector La Nauze conducted
his investigation.

Father Rouvier had established a
mission on the shores of the lake which
beers his name. The leke is four miles
long end sbout the same width. The
priests' cebin had been built in = small
clump of dry spruce at the extreme end of
the lalke to the northeast. When Inswvector
La Nauze arrived there, he found every-
thing in ruins eand not a sign nor a clue
to show the whereabouts of the missing
priecsts. The party returned to .their
base and camped there for the winter
living on a straight meat end tea dlet.
The iskimo supplied the psrty with deer
thet he hed killed. The moose mect which
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they hed so carefully cached was eaten
by wolverines.

The next spring the party, composed
of Inspector La Nauze, Sgt. Wight and the
Eskimo Ilavinik left Great Bear ILake and
arrived at the moith of the Coppermine
river on april 30, end on lay 2, met
Corporal Bruce 35 miles east of the Copper-
—ine river mouth. The party joined together
and Corporal Bruce guided them to an Eskimo
village off Cepe Lambert in the Dolphin
end Union Straits where the mystery of
the miscing priests was revealed. Corporsl
Bruce had been sent from Herschel Island
with a Canadian Arctic expedition headed
by Mr. C. Z. Chipmen whose ship wes in
Coroneation Gulf end who wes mepping out
the coast line. It was intended theat
Corroral Bruce shouid connect with Inspector
La "auze. tHe had been handicapped, however,
by not seeing nor heering anything of
Inscector La Nauzq's party nor of the

missing priests. He had purchased quietly
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all church articles found in the posscssion
of the Zskimos whom he had met but did not
grouse their suspicions by any mention of
the missing »riests.

In his investigetions among the Bear
Lake Indisns, Inspector La Hauze had leerned
thet two brothers named "Home" end "Hebo"
were to accompany the priests on their
projected voyage to the coest. Corporel
Bruce knew of these men, &s from one nesmed
Kormik he had purchesed some church articles,
and although the names were sligchtly
different, La Neuze wes convinced that they
were the same men of vhom the Indians hed
told him. Hupo, the other man, hed been in
possession of white men's effects. One
Hskimo, called by the Indians "Illooga"
had been wecring & ,riest's ceascock. This
men Corporel 3Bruce identilied as "Uluksuk".
The party prepe.red for a trip scross
Coronation Gulf to Vietoria Lend, 70%th

parallel of lestitude.
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This trip was made as & result of
the investigation conducted in the Eskimo
villages. Ilaevanik agted a8 interpreter
and was extremely valpable in obtaining
information from the Eskimos. From them
he leayned that the two priests had
eccompanied @& party of Eskimos to the
cogst about November, 1915. In the party
were Kormik, Hupo, uluksuk end four others.
They had stopped a few days at the mouth
of the CopPerm@ne and then had started back
alone, Two nights later two of the Eskimos,
Sinnisiek end Uluksuk turned back to follow
them. A few nights later they returned
carrying the priests' rifles. They(made
no seeret of having murdered the priests.
Father Le Roux had been stabbed in the back
by Sinnisiek and Uluksuk completed the work.
Pather Rouvier hed made & desh for the sled
to get his rifle. Sinnisiaek raised his
rifle end fired. The priest fell dead
beside the sled. The murderers fled,

Sinnisiak %o V%ctoria Land and vluksuk

east of the Coppermine.
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On Victoria Land wes a village of
skin tents and forty Eskimos, in & state
of high excitement, were at the coeast to
meet the policemen. The guide led them
to a canvas tent and here they found
Sinnisiak engaged in maeking a bow. He
weas stunned with fear and expected to be
stabbed at ontée. He told the policemen
his name whereupon Corporal Bruce formally
errested him, Hidden under the deerskins
et his back was & loeded .22 automatic
rifle and two large knives.

Amid a lerge crowd of geping Eskimos,
Sinnisiek was led from the camp. At this
cemp, La Nauze procured the .44 rifle
belonging to Father Rouvier.

When questioned, tihe Iskirc mede a
full confession of his guilt. Leaving
Corporal Bruce in cherge of the prisoner,
Inspector La Nauze end Constable Wight
set out to find the second murderer.

An Eskimo boy nemed "Patsy", who knew
Uluksuk, eccompenied them. They learned

that the murderer was at present on an
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islend in the gulf end hither they made
their wey.

The Eskimos on this islend sew the
white men afar off and were waiting for
them, their hands up. Uluksuk was
errested by Constable Wight without
resistence., He had no weepons except a
few bows and arrows. bBoth prisoners were
teken to Herschel Island.

During the triel it wes revesaled
that five Eskimos went to the house -of the
priests after the murder and pilleged it.
Their description of the corpses..is
revolting, the Eskimos heving mutileted
the bodies. The clothing, rifles and.
emmunition belonging to the priests were
treded several times among the Eskimos
end finelly ceme into the possession of
Kormik and Uluksuk, thé men whom Corporel
Bruce had met.

Corporal Bruce obteined possession of

e number of articles, belonging to the
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two priests, from these two men. Among
these articles was & crucifix, 'end e
cassock marked "R. Pere Rouviere™ on the
inside of the coller in indelible pencil.
The list is given here:

1, breviary.

preyer book (Latin)

crucifix

tassels

plein linen surplice

linen mass aprons

linen communion cloth

linen slter cloth (cut and blood-
steined)

mass gerver (carmine end gold)

altar “‘cloth (carmine and gold)

mess vestment (carmine end gold)

stole (carmine end gold)

HERE DR

Although this case took the Royal
Canedien mounted Police into the 70th
parallel of letitude, since that time
they penetrated farther into this vest
westeland end have esteblished posts
within a redius of epproximately six
hundred miles from the North Pole.

Although historically -correct, Curwood
is technically inaccurate inasmuch as he

refers on Page 18 of the VALLEY OF SILENT

MEN to the rules of the Criminal Code which
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compelled Kedsty to instruct Staff-
Sergeant O0'Connor to detail an officer
to guerd the door. Kent was e prisoner
after his confession and it was the
Inspector's duty to see that he was
properly gusrded. The Inspector did not
receive his authority, however, from the
Criminel Code but from Rules and Reg-
ulations wherein deteiled instructions
are set forth for the guidance of police-
men responsible for the care of prisoners.
Curwood, in other of his books, hes
made the seme misteke. Apparently he
did not know thet the Criminel Code wes
e code of laws governing indicteble offences.
These ere the criminal léws of the country
and do not go into details of police
procedure. They are laws under which a
eriminel may be cherged end convicted for

having violated them.
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GOD'S COUNTRY AND THE WOMAN.
By James Oliver Curwood. Doubleday, Pege
end Compeny, Gearden City, N. Y., 1926.

THIS novel is "too romentic to be
reel” according to one individuel whose
knowledge of the Force wes limited judging
by the number of correct answers to the
questions,

This is easily understood as GOD'S

COUNTRY AND THE WOMAN gives no informetion

on the Force. Philip Weyman is the hero
end Curwood at no time seys that h; is a
member of the Force. He is represented
es an sgent of the Cenadien Government
sent to the Arctic to teke a census of
the Eskimos. Weyman carried e revolver
in a closed holster es do the Royal
Canedien llounted Police but the revolver
was an eautomatic. The .45 Colt's
revolver cerried by the Police is & six-
cylinder, is not automatic., and has to
be cocked before each shot.

Page 339 of GOD'S COUNTRY AND THE

WOMAN conteins the statement that Weymen's
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autometic was level with his waistline,
"From thet position he had treined
himself to fire with the deedly precision
thet is & part of the treining of the men
of the Royal Northwest Mounted."

The asutomatic carried by Weyman wes
a‘Savage. As has been explained previous-
ly, the Savege was never the Service
revolver of the Force; moreover, the
Colt's ristol exercise set out in
Appendix 11, Page 198, of Rules and
Regulaetions, Royal Northwest Mounted
Police, 1909, is es follows:

"Raise the revolver until the breech

is in line with the right eye.----- M
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THE HOMESTEADERS.
By Robert Steed. The Musson Book Company,
Ltd., Toronto, 191l6.

On Page 170 of this book the following
conversation is quoted:

The Policeman said to the gunmen from
Montena, "I'1ll arrest you."

"You? I could eet you in three bites.
I can lick you with one hand."

"How meny like me do you think you
could lick?" asked the policeman, with
imperturbable composure.

"About six."

"All right", said Sergeaﬁt Grey,
"Then my chief would send seven."

Again, "I could eat that kid in three
bites." .

"Yes," said the bartender, "but you
couldn't digest the whole British Empire."

There @s not a great deal about the
Mounted Police in this story but that
little does not glemourize. Sergeant Grey

does nothing spectacular but shows great

courage and e devotion to his duty et ell
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times.

The Montana gunmen who only followed
the practice of his country in carrying a
revolver realizeﬁ in & very short time
that on the Canadian prairies possessing,
or carrying, any offensive weapon for eny
purpose, dengerous to the public peace,
wes and is an indictable offence, punish-
able by five years' imprisonment,

Robert Stead pleced in the mouth of
the bertender & very concise end logical
statement. It is one explanation for the
Royal Northwest wounted Police' peing
respecféd and feesred in the West.

Super intendent Cotton, in his report
of 1891 to the Commissioner, says:
"Historic sentiment made the red coat to
some extent a necessity when the police
force was first organized - this to
perpetuate among the aboriginal population
the respect and confidence which has
elways existed for the British uniform -

A Hounted Policemen in the discharge of
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his multiferious duties cen now enforce
the lews of the bominion -- and this
without loss of prestige -- in eny uniform
be it a buckskin suit or a homespun

germent."
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MAGAZ INES.
THOSE who had confined their reading

to magazines were very poorly informed on
the deteails of the Force but expressed
very definite opinions in =eneral. One
party considered the Royel Cenadian
Mounted Police was like & highly skilled
detective organizetion, rot unlike the

F, B, I. of the United States, or of
Scotland Yard. They engage in scientifie
investigation and ‘use modern methods of
crime detection. The authors of fiction
wishing to add dramatic interest confine
their stories to adventure in the North-
west Territories and revert to obsolets
methods of c¢riminsl investigetion.

This "summing up” of the Force is
decidedly interesting and entirely true.
The Crime Detection Laboratory at Regina
with a subsidiary branch et Rockeliffe
bears out this statement. Both are well
equipped with modern appliances for

crime detection end are of preactical
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velue in the collection of evidence.

This can be illustreted best by an
example.

(1) One dark snd reiny night the Sarnia
Police received a tele none call to the
effeect that two suspicious charecters
were seen near the Brewers Wwarehouse on
Mexwell Street. Two patrolmen enswered
the czll in time to see the two men
wealking eway from the building. 2ecog-
nizing the patrol cer, one of the men
threw &€ bottle of wine in the roadway.
The police, observing thet the men were
somewhat intoxiceted, ordered them to
go home; then they made & check of the
warshouse.

They found that a snall window,
wire-enforced, was crecked znd also
thet esnother window on the opposite
gside of the building was broken. This
window was situated below a catch
which when released permitted a section
ol the freme to open thus effording an

(1) Annusl Report
ending lierech 31, 1945.
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opportunity for a person to enter. The
police overtook the two men, who had
not gone fer, and charged them with
attempted breaking and entering. The
two policemen turned the case over to

a detective for collection of evidence.

The detective had results. He
photogrephed e footprint still visible
in the damp soil beneath the eracked
window; he collected the broken glass
which hed fallen on the ledge inside
the building end some send and soil
adhering to the glass: he gathered some
foreign matter resembling flood which
clung to the ledge; he took the glass
bearing fingerprints which still
rerained in the frame of the window
eand then returned to the suspects.

One of these suspects had a
crimingl record; the other was, to all
eppearances, a novice in crime. The
detective searched the sweater worn by

the latter and found two fragments of
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glass. He noted, also, that the wearer
had cut his.left little finger. He
took the sweater together with the muddy
boots worn by the two men. These with
the two fragments of glass, the glass
from the window, the seand and soil from
around the warehouse, end the glass
bearing the fingerprints were sent to
The Crime Detection Leboratory at
Rockeliffe, Ontario, for asnalysis. The
glass bearing the fingerprints was turned
over to the R. C. M. Police Fingerprint
Section at Ottawa. These were compared
with the fingerprints of the two suspects.
One fingerprint impression wes developed
on the gless and positively identified as
the right forefinger of the novice in
crime.-end also that the fingerprint was
on the inside of the glass.

Using their microscopic instruments,
the leboratary workers found that the
gless found on the swester was similier

to the glass taken from the window of
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the warehouse. A member of the Netional
Research Council proved that the soil on
the boots end the soil collected at the
werehouse were similar.

The left boot of the ameteur criminal
fitted the impression teken of the foot-
print. ©On &all this evidence submitted &t
the trial the accused was found guilty.
The other men, beceuse there was no direct
fingerpr int evidence against him, was
acquitted.

Although duriqg the yeer 1945, the
Crime Detection Laboratory at Regina
haendled 476 cases and the laboratory et
Rockeliffe examined over 31,000 documents,
they do not work alone in the field of
crime, Other eids in the detection end
apprehension of criminals are found in the
Modus Operandi Section, The Ticket-of-
Leave, the Firearms Section, the R. C. M.
Police Gazette and the Police service dogs.

The Modus Operandi Section has

registered approximately 6,000 criminals.
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These are identified by means of recorded
deta of the methods they employ. The
Modus Operendi, the Gazette, and the
FPinger 2rint Section asre co-ordinative
in the identification of a criminal, es
for instence in the case of one calling
himself Ralvh Werren who hed stolen the
sum of .;80.

This man invited enother men to a
perty and during the progress of the
event visited the latter's house and
committed the theft. The Police Depart-
ment of the city in which the theft was
committed issued & circular for the
wented men, and a copy of his photo.
Both were published in the R. C. L. P.
Gezette, & megazine published by "the
R. C. ii. Police and containing photo-
craphs with desdériptions of wanted
persons. As this megezine has a -lerge
circuletion, emong the various police
departments, the pie¢ture was recognized

by the Kingdville City Police who wanted
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the seame men for the theft of a platinum
ring.

Modus Operandi records were searched
end from these was picked up a card
giving the description of one, David
Garret, which tallied with the description
given by the City Police of Relph Warren.
The Kingsville poliece forwerded to- the
R. C. M. Police Finger Print Section e
liquor bottle founq at the scene of the
theft on which fingerprints tellying
closely .enough to those of David Gerret
to esteblish identification. The Modus
Operandi records showed thet the National
Registraetion Uertificate of a Ralph Werren
hed been stolen from e boaerding house at
Prescott some time previous to the theft
of the eighty dollars. There was no doubt
thet David Gerret was using Ralph Werren's
registration certificate and the police
errestéd him at Owen Sound for "Breach
of the National Registration Regulations.”

He was convicted on all three charges and
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sentenced to one year on each charge,
sentences to run concurrently. In other
words, he would serve a totel of one
yeaer in prison.

Ticket-of-Ieave is the name given
to perole of criminals who have not
served the full time of imprisonment
but who ere released under special
circumstances and must report to the
Police periodically. Should they fail
to do this or should they become
delinquent they forfeit the parole.

When a crime tekes place, parole records
are scanned asnd sometimes provide &n
aid to obteining the criminal.

The registration of firearms assist
in solving crime as when & men's dead
body was found in Vancouver and in his
right hend a Colt Automatic .32. The
weepon was identified by the firearms
section as belonging to a resident of
Edmonton, Alberte, who had moved to Oek

Bay, British Columbie. This man had
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sold the revolver to another man in
Edmonton end from this "lead" the
police were gble to identify the body,
that of a discharged paymaster of the
Canadian Army who Was in illegal
possession of the weapon at the time
of his death.

The Police Service dogs, trained by
instructors with a thorough knowledge of
dogs, heve proved very valuable to the
Force. One dog, in particular, rendered
assistence 79 timeé in twelve months.

In pddition to tracing missing persons,
this dog loceted distillers and thieves.
A%ter a series of thefts at Zort Hood,
ilova Scotie, "Prince", as this Doberman-
Pinscher dog is named, was put on the
treil. Teking %he scent from & clump of
bushes where & stolen bicycle was hidden,
Trince led the police through a trail in
the woods to a camp where all the stolen
goods were discovered. He »nicked up the
scent from some blankets at this point

end after trailing for three-quarteis
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of a mile he was released. Immediately
he bounded aheed apd when the Police came
on the scene he was holding fest to the
trouser leg of a men. The Police arrested
the man who subsequently was convicted.
Prom this cemp-8ite the “olice obtained a
pair of soiled socks cleimed to be the
property of the arrested man's partner.
Prince took the scent from these and,
aefter meking a number of false starts,
settled down to work. In the meantime,
frésh robberies were reported on the theft
of some bread and becon from a railway
field kitchen cer at a nearby station.
Prince was taken to the car and picking
up the scent started across a swemp and
over some hilly country. Here he was
baffled but fineslly picked up the right
trail which led him to a small baern. He
commenced to bsrk loudly end the police
entered the barn to find their man buried
in some hay and sleeping soundly. He,

too, was arrested and convicted.
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Rel P 0 Wy ROYAL LOUI Y., By L. Y.
srskine. D. Aappleton Century Company
Incorporated, INew York, 1922. ’

THIS book is in'popular favour.
It is & series of anecdotes, sone of
which would not require a llounted
Policeman as the hero as the saue

adventures could befall &a naturalist,

o

a trarper, or indeed, any individual.
Zrskine is a colorful writer and

loves to paint word—pic%ures. A Story

with the central'figure that of & I'ounted

Toliceman wearing & scarlet coat 1s more

. 1

colorful an¢ completes a picture whici.

h:zs for 1ts background a lost valley

‘ o

surrounded by naked cliffs anc steep

ctr -sms.,

3 .
From reading this hLook one could

t
derive very little information about

the Torce. &» reader would cain the

-

imrression that & member must be tall,
that is, about six feet and, also, that

he must be dressed in uniform in order

'

1o identify himself as a member of the

Force, both imrressions belrn. false.

The minimum heirht for candidates
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for engagement in the Force is five

feet eighf inches and a memper. in plain
clothes can alwéys and imﬁediately ident-
ify himself as a duly appointed Constable
by producihg his Varrant of Appoinfment.
That some of Erskine's readers absorbed
these false imrressions and that they
learned little from his books can be
pfoved by referrihg to the cbmpleted‘
questionnaires.

In one anecdote & man commits a
murder in the Northwest Territories and
flees to l.anitoba where the Mounted Police
at that time had no Jjurisdiction in
Criminal Law. In such an event the legal
procedure would be ta take the v.arrant
to a J. P. in lanitoba, where the accused
was sus)ected of being, and have it en-
dorsed. The Constable would be sworn
by the Justice, and his evidence taken
‘that the name of t'ie Justice subscribed
to the warrant was the handwri%ing of
the said Justice.

In srskine's story, the roliceman
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approached the local gheriff of the town

'

where it was suspected the accused was in

iding. The sheriff was doubtful of the

jn

policeman's identity as the latter was in
plain clothes. llacKenzie, the rolicer.r,
presznﬁed his rroofs and warrants. .apnarent-
ly the sheriff was not convinced, or if
he were, no mention 1s made that he encorsed
the warrant. IllacKenzie, in s}ite of this
1ack of co-on - ration, set out to arrest
his man, an unlikely rrocedure in reality.
Then 1'wcKenzie changed his clothes, donning
the scarlet tunic " which ho would have
to wear in .aiing the arrést.”

It was not tlie intention of rskine
to maké hacenzle ap ear ridiculous, on
the cHuntrary, he was trying to illustrate
his bravery, yet it is doubtful if any
memnber of the.Force with the yeafs of
service which MacKenzie had would be so
ignorant of the laws of procedure. He
woulc be looking ahead to the tine v!len
he had the criminal in & court of law

)

and his case must. be sound, not only in
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the evidence but in the technicalities
of tue law. (1)

Only once does kmrskine commit hin-
self to @ definite date for his anec-
dotes wid t.. t one Qeals With tle tragic
patroi of 3Jerseant Fitzlerbert which is
not recoried in the Tolice wnnals under
that rnuae.

The origin\of this stofy, however,
is found In tl= IlcCherson-Dawson natrol-
inter 1912-11 - w.d the death bf Insnector
Trarcis J. FPltzrerald and all mewnbers
of liis pnatrol.

1t is‘difficult to inugine wiy Hrskine
used Tictitious narnies and changed the
geo}raphical location of the patrol as
the story itself follows in almost exwct

detnil the true narration. For the

benelit of those who have read RIIITHE.

OF THE OYVAL I"'ULTCD I shiall recount

Jrg.hiie's version of the Fitzeoersld

()

! ziawl, 1907. Tinsto
,o a2 221,
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patrol as told by Renfrew, not in
Renfrew's words but closely enough
so as not *to chanse the .iewning of
the context, and to point out, finally,
those »arts v ich differ from the
official records of the event.

~enfrew is quoted as saying it

was the most trapric thing wihich ev

O]

r
befell in tlie records of the l'ounted
Tolice and he attributes it to & child-
ish weaimness on the rart of a brave man,
Sergeant Titzherbert, who held from Lis
nost at Tort Ilirto the reacs of the luud
aicong the Zsquimaux and Irdians of tle
arctic.,

Sergeant Dening was in chorge of

r_;_j

ort Nlesolution detac’i-=nt, a northarr
frontier r~ost on Great Slave Laks, whoce
annual- dnty 1t was tc cend & notrol to
Tort-i.into to keen dn touch with tie
cettlerent there and with Zerreant Fitz-
herbert. It was & Jjourney of five
hundrec miles: on & trail over the mount-

ains whiclh only the Tolice and Indian

[
~
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occasionally, used, a hard trail over
clacisr and frozen river bed, neverthe-
less the straiclitest route. Sergeant
Jemins always supplied tQis patrol with
amnle provisions, shotguns and amuun-
ition gnd each time on thelr arrival at
rort Iinto, Fitzherbvert would Jest good-
hunouredly 5n their 'preparedness and
sugrested hot-water bottles, foot warmers
and base-burnin. stoves.

Fitzherbert was no tenderfoot to
the llorth and had endured many harcshirs.
The trip from Fort liinto to Jort Res-
olution, to him, was a mere Jjaunt.

It vas the winter of 1912 and that
srring instructions had come from Regina
to rev-rse the patrol. IFitzherlert would
£2, to Hdecolution from Liinto so that the
Cowvissionel at Regina could get in touch
with him by wire. He would arrive at
Aesolution about Fetruary 1, 1913.

February came ant was nearly gone
wi.en the Indian, Jacob, arrived at Res-

olution wit'. the news thst he had seen
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Fitzherbvert at I'ortage Creel on the
othier side of the divide from wlere
the }atter had hired them to guide them
aver to the Little Thunder river, Jacodb
said that Fitzhervert had worn small
snowshoes; that tlere were four police-
men ir the varty and tlree cog tewus;
and tliat they should now be at Resolution
&s he, the Indian, had been away some
tii'e hunting on the ilk river.

Ou hearing this news, Deming,
accompanied by #ifield and ‘heeler,
an Indizn and three teams of five
dogs each set out to look for the
nissing patrol.

Renfrew describes tho trail
from rort Resolution to TFort kinto
as being a series of river beds filled
with snow-covered ice with rugred Lanks
Learing black evergreens.‘ It led from
the northern shore of Jreat Slave Lake
up the Limestone river almost touching
the iZlk at onv point, ovér which one

rust portage to reach the Tlk. From
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t.er: cnotler portugze took one over tue
¢ivide, & neak of'land on the other sids
of whiclx t'.2 water Tlowed nort!., tten
Gowh tl.o northern slope to /ilderness
Creex to wlere it Joined ti.e Little
Thunder river, down the Little Thunder
to its unction with the Thunder., Hers
tiw Rain Jiver Jjoined the Thuncer and
the two icy patiways were conftusing.
If the wrong truil was chosen at this
noint it ‘eant runnipg sl.ort of nro-
visione for it led avway Irow ratier
tihun "to tie destinution Tor wihich the
vaan wers bound. ™ The risht trall was
to follow the winding course »f tlhe
“hunGor ziver to the I'ool which tumbled
into Greu®t Teur Luke at ort lMinto.
Jiom tie Indian, De uing leszrned
tlat Titzherbtert, with thie Irndian as
his rdde, Ll rzached the Little
Tounder river Ly wsy of a ghort cut
¢wm Tortage Creel from Tunder River.

Jrom; tuere e conjectured he jwust heve

travz1l:¢ un VVildern«ss Cr=ek =nc crossed

tte Divide,
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It must huve been near the end of
Februery wiien Deming started out; the
temperature was zero and the trail wce
good. The river was badly flooGed and
slush lay on its iecy surface. .1l utuin-
bers of the nrarty hud wet feet and on
the urgrede, which was a floor of s!.in-
ing ice into which they were compelled
to cut footiiolds, 'iheeler froze his foot.

Although they changed their moe-
casins aﬁd stockings ‘heeler suffered
btitterly. Th: joufney up the Divide
was an event to be remembered. They
nulled tl.e burdered toboggans up the
side of the glacier, cut footholds in
the ice and carried the dogs. Thure
vere ten days of tliiis and sometiries
when thé snow was deep in the gorges
they hitched all fifteen dogs to one
tobogcan and pulled it un, returning
sach tire until all tiree toboggeans
were landed safely. One day the temn-

erature went dowvn to (2 de~rees, the

next to 50, and on tlese two dsys in
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& ti.lck fog ther fourd thenselves quite
5ft:n anlile deep in icy slush ané water.
In addition to tails, they faced & gale.

oen they reached ti.: glacier on
the other side of tho divide thoy crossed
thii ice:which sank beneszth t!eir eonlined
weiglts and rlunged through water tlick
with ice. A north gala was tlowing making
their Journey yet more nmiserable.

atout tie :rlddls of llarch they ox-
perisnced a day of tiiclk fog, titter cold
and unatuting gale. THey had arrivad st
thie uprer reacies of Little Thuhder River

and patcl.as of wuater on tliie ice forced

3

tienn to the benks. Zigza
<

fortl. fron river bank to river thoy cane

gins Lack and

L=

apon an old trail which they followed
eagufly. The trall ran into waier and
Cisarmearcd. The party split so us to
cover Lot taniss ancd agsin they i'nund

the trall onl: to lose It szain in the

[ ]

ce and fincing it luter on the lLars

in *%2 r'ver, Then ulay saw the imprint

of = sroushoe, & small one, snd tley 'mew
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they were on Fitzherlert's trail. Fitz-
herbert, then, had not crossed tiie Divide.
The »arty went on until t! ey reoched the
junction of tlie Little Tilunder with the
Tlunder and iain Rivar., Iere thiey lost
the trail.

¢

Fifield found the re.wmins of an olad
camn and discovered a piece of flour sack
Learing the drawing of an arrow with tle
legend "X.N../.... Police, Fort ilinto"; some
old tins lay about the fireplace.

The next day thsy set out again over
the arifted snow on whicli Lied formed &
crust. This crust cut tho aogs'! feet
anG trirned the men on tleir snowshoes.
They ke~t going and found annther camp,
four nmiles from ti.e rirst. Two aays
leter they found thtee more cam-s all
within fifteen nmiles.

The fog lifted, the gale tlew tle
ice clear of snow and on the river's
edre revealed a hard-packed trail with
tlhie imprint of snowsl.oes pointing n»orth

to 1linto.
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7ive 1ile. farther on at T'eak Creek

tlier found anothsr cam». They went on.

212 dles us tle windli:s sheet of ice

ther cale u-on a cabin in which was cached
a tovo-ran, seven sets of dos harness and-
bones, the boneé of a dog. Tlere was, also,
w snall cuan®ity of dried fish. 1t was

avic it tat Fitcherbvart and his -arty

.4 Cecided to turn back to l.into.

e zi_-zag trall was more clear
now foilaxing Teak Creek untlil it touched
t' 2 river acain. Tiree more days over
roucy foothiills and they arrived at
"Canbell's Cabin'., I"'re trey founc a
Ml bu: strmped with the royal aris
i

marked

and $G..a.) anc a desrateh Lo

ST ]

Y Ve Vi pu— - .

Tiey Journeyed on snG cure to al

littl~ lahe, frocen znd windowzpt. In

s lake was ¢ pile of

e

the centiz of th

t-at ol-o, some quffzl zune a cookin

o

T,’\T"‘,‘ .
- I L .
ey orocIzoeld wown v ool river

0 v o0t owlere tiere vus a deen cut and
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and thre btanks high. & nunmber of willow
trees overhung the.strecam where the tunks
were niore sloping. Under the willow trse:
was & tobogucan and several sets of dog
harness. a hanukerchliefl wus tieq to the
tranc! of a tree and a trail led up tle
slone turough the snow. ..t tlhe top was
anotler camp. A kettle was raposing on
the cold ashes.: -Lying atout was an &axe,
a fr-ing pun and sone boxes of nmatthes.
Close to tl.e ashes a mass of Llankets,
sleernin: roles and furs was pileé hirl,
In tlie ettle were nieces of moose skin
Loiled. TUnder  the tlankets were two
dead men, Sheehan and Cartwrieclt, toth
constzbles. 3heehant's feet vere swollen
from frost-bites., °/ith tha cornses varec
various papers, among them Fitzheriert's
diary. Fitzherbert was nnwliere 1ii: sirht
and thd party started out on the trail
once more.

Ten milec awuy they found -z pair

of broken snowsl.oes, tlLe remains of s

fire and the Lody ofra nan outsiretelieq
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on tlie snovw, his arms folded across his
treast, his face cov:red with a cloth.

Tien thoy, found the body of Titzhertert.
e wac oy his basck with one hand on his

weart, his right arm flung vide of the

m

Loéy. In iLis lLelt was naper on vhiicl

had bveen scruwlat with charred wood, a

¥311 money in despatch baye andéd Liank,
cloti-es, etec,, I leave to ny dearly
veloveé mother., Gou bless all."”

Twe four living men coversd the
Lodiex of t! - two deal men and nro-
casoed o1 tlair way to tha 7-rt.” Two
6os teams Lrought in the hodies the
Tolloving day and the men msde coffins.
an oréained iinister conducted the funeral
sarviece,

Da3dine and his party returned to
..esolution t“rougch.a snowstorm following
treacierous lcy »iver tralls.® Fifield
w8 afllicbed Ly snnw Llindness for a
Gay and itoth he anC tle Indicn fell

1 ~h ta ¢ A
t ro.zh tie ice twice. 7TLe soPt snow
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froze on their snowshoes but they reached
the post - a return trip of one thousand
miles in forty days.

Fitzherbert'!s diary revealed that he
had planned to travel lightly and carried
provisions for thirty days only. He ex-
pected the trip to take thirty-five days
and wild game would supplement their pro-
visions. He refused the services of an
indian guide and trusted to Cartwright
who had made the trip from Resolution
but not from Minto. On December 21, he
set out with the idea that he would show
Deming how quickly the trip could be made
when one travelled lightly. He might
have accomplished his object had not
Cartwright failed him.

under the latter's guidance they
made their way up the Pool, over the
portage to the Thunder into the Little
Thunder. This river ran fifty-five
miles before reaching Wilderness Cresk

up which the party should have turned
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to the Divide. It was here that Cartwright
failed them. He could not find Wilderness
Creek and the party turned back. 'L'his was
a fatal move. They, travelled back five
miles and turned up another creek follow-
ing it for four miles. Realizing that

it was not Wilderness Creek they returned
to the river. After a week of futile
search for Wilderness Creek, Cartwright
and Sheehan went off to follow 8 river
going south by east but returned when

they found it ran up the mountain, Cart-
wright was completely bewildered not
knowing one river from another.

At this time the party had remain-
ing only ten pounds of flour, eight pounds
of bacon and some dried fish., it was
decided to kill some of the dogs. Fitz-
herbert confessed that he should not
have trusted to Cartwright. At this
point Henfrew dwelt on the brave man's
vanity and saw in this a punishment for
his conceit.

I'wo hundred and sixty miles from
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Minto and about two hundred from Resolution
the party halted. The dogs refused to eat
the dog killed for their benefit and the
men had to eat it giviung the fish whiéh
they had saved for themselves to the dogs.

From that day the men travelled two
hundred and thirty miles. Sheehan and
Fitzherbert went through the ice result-
ing in a frozen foot for the former. All
the men sickened from eating dog meat and
daily became more feeble. They lashed
themselves together to prevent being lost
in the blinding snowstorm. Their flesh
turned blackish-red; their skin peeled
‘from their faces; their feet cracked but
they kept on until Sheéhan was on his
knees in the snow.

Fitzherbert made camp and left Shee-
han and Cartwright there promising to
bring aid from Fort Minto in another day.
He left his diary with them and set out
with Calvert with one day's rations and
on foot. All the dogs had been killed.

The food did not last long. Calvert

died and Fitzherbert crossed the man's
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arms on his chest and covered up his face.
Then he, too, died among the ashes of their
camp fire.

It is regrettable that Erskine did
not tell the official version of this
tragic adventure in the North, regrettable
because it is so nearly the truth that
those of his readers who have heard of
the Fitzgerald.;atrol would conclude that
his story was authentic. For the benefit
of those readers I shall point out the
errors in Erskine's story as told by his
hero, Renfrew.

Commissioner Perry in his rqport
dated May 8, 1911, Page 22, to Lt.-Col.
Fred White, C.M.G., Comyroller, R. N,

W. M. Police, Ottawa, Ontario, says,
Momomm it is the greatest tragedy which
has occurred in this Force during its
existence of thirty-seven years."

There is nothing in the official
records to corroborate Erskine's opinion
that it was a childish weakness that

prompted Fitzgerald to travel "light".
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The patrol did not occur in the
district mentioned by Erskine but farther
to the north and west, from McPherson to
Dawson. An annual patrol was made for
the purpose of carrying mail from Dawson
to McPherson and Herschel Island and to
return with mail for Dawson from the
"Edmonton Packet" which arrived at Fort
McPherson.,

Corporal Dempster, the Sergeant
Deming of Erskine's story, had often
made the return trip from Dawson to
McPherson and it is true that the
Commissioner had issued instructions
from Regina on May, 1910, to Inspector
Fitzgerald to patrol from Fort McPherson
to Dawson the following winter so that
he could get into direct communication
with him by telegraph. He expected that
he would reach Dawson about February 1,
1911. This was two years previous to
the date given by Erskine.

It was February 20, 1911, that a

party of Indians arrived in Dawson from

the Peel River UVistrict, one of whom,
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Esau, not Jacob, by name, had been with the
police patrol forrsome days. The name of
the creek from which the Indian had left
the party was Mountain Creek, not Portage.
4n Fitzgerald'!s party were two constables,
Kinney and Taylor, an ex-constable Carter
and three dog trains of five dogs each.

On hearing the news the Officer
Commanding at Dawson instructed Corporal
Dempster as follows:

(1) "You will leave to-morrow morning for

a patrol over the McPherson trail to locate
the whereabouts of Inspector Fitzgerald's
party. Indians from McPherson reported him
on New Year's Day at Mountain Creek. Fair
travelling from Mountain Creek about twenty
days from bDawson., I understand that at
Hart River Divide, no matter what route he
took, he would have to cross this divide.

1 think it would be advisable to make for
this point and take up his trail from there.
i cannot give you any specific instructions;
you will have to be guided by circumstances
and your own judgment, bearing in mind that
nothing is to stand in your way until you
have got in touch with this party. Keep

me posted, when opportunity occurs, of

your movements, even to the extent of send-
ing a courier in when one 1s procurable,
that is, provided you have anything of
importance to report."

(1) The McPherson-Dawson Patrol-Winter 1910-11
Page 6.
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On February 28, 1911, Corporal
Dempster, accompanied by Constable Fyfe,
ex-constable ‘'urner and lndian Charles
Stewart with three dog teams of five dogs
each left Dawson to search for the missing
patrol.

The trail did not lead from the north-
ern shore of Great Slave Lake but rather
from Dawson up Twelve Mile Creek, Blackstone
river, Hart River, across Hart River Divide
into Porrest Ureek, then down the Little
Wind river and on to its Jjunction with
the Wind river.

‘'he topography of the route as de-
scribed by Erskine is correct but he uses
fictitious names which can be identified
easily with the real ones.

he members of the party can be
identified in the same manner, Wheeler
being Turner, Fifield being Fyfé and
Deming being Dempster.

Instead of being ankle deep in water
they were actually in water a foot deep.

They reached the Little Wind river on the

tenth of March and on the twelfth cape
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upon an old trail which they lost from
time to time finally picking it up on
the bars toward the mouth of the river.

Finding the flour sack is true but
the legend read "R. N. W. M. Police,
frort mcPherson." They found thé toboggan,
the seven sets of dog harness, the paws
of a dog cut off at the knee joint, and
a little dried fish.

The treil was not clear but drifted
full of snow and the party went up the
Caribou river, down Trail river and camped
five miles from Peel RiQer. It was Colin's
Cabin, not "Campbell's Cabin" which they
found and it was here that they found the
two bags. They proceeded down the Peel
river, not Pdol river. At the camp they
found the bodies of Constables Kinney and
Taylor.

Dempster and his party set out after
the burial serviée and arrived in Dawson
April 17, having been 49 days on the trail.

1t is quite evident that Erskine

based the account of the patrol on Dempsterts
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diary even as he based that of the
missing patrol on Fitzgerald's.
Erskine is privileged to draw
his own conclusions and make definite
statements whilst he passes the tale
as fiction. At the same time he is
narrating a true incident disguising
it only by fictitious names and there-
fore, should be subject to correction
when he states his own opinioms as facts.
It is true that the party went off
short-provisioned for the sake of
travelling light but there is nothing
in the official report to indicate
that Fitzgerald refused the services
of an Indian guide. He knew the way
from Fort McPherson to the junction
of the Little Wind and the Wind River;
from that point to Dawson he was rely-
ing upon ex-constable Carter to act as
guide as Carter had been over the trail
in 1907 when he accompanied Constable

Forrest, in charge of the patrol, on
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transfer to Fort McPherson.

On December 27, six days out on the
trail, the Inspector and his party had
camped at an Indian encampment and while
there had hired one of the Indians, Eseu,
with his dog team, to help them across
an eighty-mile portage, paying him §3 a
day. On January 1, he paid the Indian
and discharged him because the portage
had been accomplished.

That Fitzgerald set out to show how
quickly the trip could be made when one
travelled lightly is pure surmise. That
the explanation of the limited amount of
rations taken by this party is that they
expected to make a very quick trip is
reasonable. They did not want to load
themselves too heavily and confidently
looked forward to securing food from
the Indians along the route to Dawson.
Had they succeeded in crossing the Hart
river divide, it is altogether probable
they would have encountered some Indians

as big game was much more plentiful on
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the west side than on the east. Un-
fortunately, disaster overtook the rarty
because thay lost the traill from Little
Wind river;: had thcy had an efficient
guide, they would have rcached Dawson
in safoty.

According to Fitzgerald's diary,
after following the wrong creck for
four miles and realizing that it was n¢t
Forrest Creek they cume down two nmiles
farther and Carter was sent out to look
for Forrest “r.ek. Two days later they
followed up the east branch of Little
Wind river " at what is supposed to be
the mouth of Forrest “Yreek." Anotisr
two days of futile search and the Inspect-
or sont out both Carter and Klnney to
follow a river going south by a little
east. They returied in the aft :rnoon
reporting that the river ran up in the
mountains, Fitzgorald seys in his diary,
"Carter is completely lost and does not

know one river from another.”
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At the time that the party turned
back they were about 264 nilecs from Fort
@cPherson, ths Fort Minto of Erskine's
story, and 211 from Dawson, Resolution
in the story.

It was Taylor and Curter who went
through the ice tut i$ is posslible that
Kinney also had this experience, and
Fitzgerald most certainly did. The fecot
of Loth were much swollen, Kinney's
almost twice their natural size,

Erskinc is slightly confused in the
identificution of the todies., Through-
out the story Cartwright reprevented
Carter but at the cnd She:han and Cart-
wrigi:t are found first, then Calvert
and Scrgeant Fitzherbuert, In actual
fact, i1t was Taylor and Kinney who were

found- first, then Cartcer and Fitzgcerald.
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KING OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED. By Zane Grey.

NOT a few derived all their inform-
ation from the comic strips - KING OF THE

ROYAL MOUNTED.

Those who attempt to form their
opinions of the Force by such a picture
are on a parallel with those who form
their conceptions of the Navy by reading
"Popeye".

KING OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED is about

as stupid a representation of Canada's
Police Force as it would be possible to
conceive, King, the hero, follows blind-
ly every clue leading to the mystery. He
dashes madly off on horseback wherever

and whenever he hears of 'fresh "shootlings."
The most simple-minded schemes to throw
him "off the track" are successfully
carried out. 'He never suspects that a
seemingly innocent man could be guilty.
His methods of detection are anything

but subtle. A child of six would antic-
ipateé correctly the next move. He arrives

on the scene of the crime immediately
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after it has been committed. He never
attempts to piece the evidence together.
All is blind chance and dogged persever-
ance but no intelligence.

One avid reader of these comics
is at least critical. She says, "The
mounties are types (heroic individuals
of the same stamp, mighty logicians,
deeply virtuous and highly chivalrous)
but then, I suppose we would not read
the tales if the R. C. M. Police were
lifelike."
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ARCTIC PATROLS. By Vaptain William Campbell,
The Bruce Publishing Compeny, Milwaukee, Wis.
1936.

AS the title implies this book deals with
only one important phase of the multifarious
duties of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

As this book is classed as non-fiction
by many librarians one would expect its
readers to gain accurate information of
patrols in the Northland.

Eleven students claimed to have read

ARCTIC PATROLS, seven of these from Sun-

alta Junior High School in Alberta and
ranging in age from 14 to‘16 years; two
sixteen-year olds from South Turner
Valley High School in Alberta and two,
over 18, from St. Patrick's College,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Only two out of the eleven knew
the correct winter dress of the Force.

All thought either seal o0il or
coal oil was the common method of
lighting in the Arctic.

Only three knew that the "St. Roch"

was a ship, the others thinking it was
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either a horse or a dog. One ventured
to guess it was an aeroplane.

Eight thought that service in the
North was compulsory.

The most advanced permanent outpost
of the Force in 1894 was Cumberland House,
in 1902, Forty Mile, Yukon Territory, and
in 1921, Ellesmere Island, eight hundred
miles from the North Pole. Six believed
this statement to be false.

The answers to the questions pertain-
ing to the North are sufficiently interest-
ing to quote.

Q. 1. Detachments are established in both
the Eastern and Western Arctic regions.
What is your conception of a policeman's
life in these regions as to (1) his dwell-
ing, ¢2) his food, (3) his amusements, (4)
his work.

Qe 7. What is a patrol?

Qs 9, Was there ever an "N" Division in
the Northland?

Q. 10. Where are prisoners in the Western

Arctic taken for trial?
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Q. 1l. If convicted of murder where are
they hanged?

Q. 12. "But deepest and most thrilling

of all the stories they tell are the
stories of the long arm df the Law -

that arm which reaches for two thousand
miles from Athabasca Landing to the Polar
sea, the arm of the Royal Northwest Mounted
Police."

Are the true stories told of the long arm
of the law in the Ardtic Reglon as thrill-
ing as Curwood would have us believe? Can
you name any instances?

The two students from St. Patrick's
College did not venture an answer to these
questions; one boy from Turner Valley vol-
unteered a brief "No" to @. 9; the other
did not.answer this question but gave his
views on the first. The policeman's dwell-
ing is a cabin; his food is some canned
provisions and what he could get for him-
self; his amusements were "himself", his

work "fatiguing." A patrol, in his opinion,

was & small group of policemen, ang murdererg
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in the Arctic scvrved their sentence at
Regina.

The students from Sunalta Junior
High School, Calgary, Alberta, made a
brave attempt. Prisoners, according
to them, were brought to Dawson or to
Bdmonton for trial; policemen derived
their amusement from their work; a
patrol was & number of men who inspected
and searched; there was never an "N"

Division in the Northland; ARCTIC PATROLS

told of true events as thrilling as any
of Curwood's tales, Food consisted of
beans and coffee,

At first glance it would appear that
the readers of ARCTIC PATROLS gained very

little from this book to correct their
false conceptions of the Force. 1In
analyzing the book we shall ascertain
if the fault lies with the author.

In spite of the fact that the author
opens his story with the motto of the
Force, "Maintiens le droit" only four

out of the eleven pupils knew that this
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was the motto. The remaining seven in-
sisted on "Get your man."

This impression was gained from the
fact that the author himself stressed the
importance of "Get your man" equally with
that of "Maintiens le droit."

He also gives the impression that
service in the North is compulsory. When
he was called before the Adjutant. he was
assigned to duty at Herschel Island. He
did not meke it clear that he had volun-
teered for this service only a month be-
fore and gives the impression that it
was a surprise to him,

As a matter of fact, the whole book
ARCTIC 'PATROLS, although listed in some
of the Canadian libraries as non-fiction,
is a strange mixture of truth and fiction.

It is quite true that the author,
Williem Archibald Campbell, was a member
of the Royal North West Mounted Police.
He enlisted on March 25, 1919, but took
leave of absence in 1920 and failed to

return to the Force whereupon he was
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listed as a deserter. He had a knowledge
of engineering gained from his experience
in the Naval Reserve Force of the Unlted
States and he was in the Canadian Engineers
from June 13, 1918, until the end of the
First Great War. He trained at Regina in
the Force and in May of 1919 was sent
North to take charge of the Arctic motor
boat. During his brief service in the
Force he was sick a greater part of the
time and must have dreamed the experiences
of which he writes as the oniy cases on
official record are those of other members
of the Force and of whose experiences he
has either heard or read., He did meet
Sergeant Dempster, the N, C. 0. who

found the Fitzgerald patrol and he
travelled over the same route on his

way to Dawson from Fort McPherson. He
accompanied Constable Brooker, who be-
came insane, from White Horse to Edmonton,
and on his return to Regina left for

the United States where he was born, never

to return to the Force. He died in 1941.
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His knowledge of the North, the
true stories heard from the lips of
his companions and his own imagination

are blended together in ARCTIC PATROLS

but as there is as much fiction as there
is truth in this book it should take
its place on the library shelves ‘with
the fiction of Jack O'Brien and James
Oliver Curwood.

This may not be complimentary to
James Oliver Curwood for in literary
merit Curwood far surpasses Campbell.

De Quincey in his ESSAY ON POPE

divides literature into two classes,
first, the literature of knowledgs,

and, secondly, the literature of power.
These have widely separated functions,
the first to teach, the second to move.
Curwood writes to move. He makes no pre-
tence to teach. His novels are pure
fiction intended to move, or excite,

the imagination of the reader. Campbell,
on the other hand, ostensibly writes

of his experiences and attempts to lead
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the reader into believing that what he
writes is true. Growing weary of re-
lating monotonous routine tasks he allows
his imagination to run riot and presents
the reader with what could be possible
but highly improbable. His chapter on
the arrest of the cold-blooded murderer
King is the product of a highly-fevered
mind as is, also, his narrative on the
arrest of the five fur-trading thieves
whom he captured single-handed.

Curwood usually writes from a
moving point of view. He selects his
hero and follows him through all his
adventures; Campbell'!s is the personal
.point of view and the hero is himself.
His accounts of the Fitzgerald patrol,
and the murder of Corporal Doak, and
the search for the missing priests are
told as they were told to him, He uses
no authentic documents for his information,
nevertheless, he does relate these events

as they actually occurred. It is only

when he tells of his own adventures that
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he flirts dangerously with the truth

and it is in these narrations that he
arouses the suspicion of anyone familiar
with the Police. To an unsuspecting
public his tales would go unquestioned.

Curwood, like most novelists, is
a good édescriptive writer. This is one
method of holding the reader in suspense
but it is also & literary art. 1In a
paragraph taken at random from one of
Curwood's books he gives the impression
of cheerfulness and he carefully selects
the words to give this impression, "Buoy-
ancy of heart", "laughed and sang", "his
heart bubbled over with cheer", "talked
frankly", "discussed the beauties of
ﬂéture."

Campbell never rises to this height
in his literary endeavours. His whole
book, however, has unity of impression
inasmuch as "he is constantly trying to
whow what a hero he is under an ill-

agsumed cloak of modesty. What a differ-

ent impression one gets of the Force
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from reading the accounts of the real
heroes written by Steele and Fether-
stonhaugh.,

Curwood'!s ideas are well-organiged,
arranged so that the reader can follow clearly
from one to the other. Campbell's ideas
are confused, the result of an untrained
mind. He halts in his narrative to digress
oun some adventure of which he has heard,
as for instance, he is giving an account
of his experience while operating the
Arctic patrol boat. The boat becomes
locked in the rapidly-forming ice. He
gives orders to the crew to abandon the
ship and make their way across the ice
to the mainland. Upon reaching the main-
land he becomes remorseful and despaifed
of getting his party back to some safe
place where no harm would come to any of
them. He must be resourceful but how
could his plan be achieved. The story
came to him then of how one brave man

overcame all obstacles and delivered
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his companions safely at headquarters.
He devotes six pages to this account
before getting back to his own difficulties.
This is typical of the whole book and as
these digressions are true tales of the
Force it is possible they are interspersed
in this manner in order to lend the colour
of truth to the story of his own adventures.
The tale he tells in this instance
is that of the Bathurst Inlet Patrol,
1917-1918, which is contained in a pam-
phlet bearing that title and consists
of 43 pages of closely-set type. He
describes the meeting of the police with
the Eskimos on an island in the mouth of
Bathurst Inlet - " a large party of
Eskimos, all armed with rifles, who
threatened the little police patrol.'"(1l)
Ingpector French led the party
and his version of this meeting conflicts
with that of Campbell's. On page 10
of this little pamphlet we read his

(1) ARCTIC PATROLS By William Campbell.Page
110,
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report: "These natives were Killin-o-muits,
and we were received in a very friendly
manner, although we had to: go. through -
the formula of showing friendly intentions
by extending the arms above the head
upon approaching the camp, and our natives
were soon engaged in conversation with
them,"

This referred to the native women
but "the men all ran from the seal holes
and gathered around an elderly native
(apparently a headman) and then advanced
towards us at a double in extended order,
each carrying a seal spear or snow knife
at the trail, but seeing that our attitude
was friendly everything was all right

and our natives understood them pretty

well when talking."
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STEELE OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED. By James
Oliver Curwood. Copyright 1911 by
Cosmopolitan Book Corporation. Pocket
Book Edition published 1946. Pocket
Books of Canada, Ltd., Montreal.

STEELE OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED pictures

the Force as "hard-working and not too
glorious." The Police are "daring, in-
telligent, good detectives and always
get their man."

As usual, Curwood uses his imagination,
launching forth into a story which is
not so much as based on fact, slides
glibly into technical inaccuracies and
trusts that the interest in the story
will divert the reader's attention from
these blunders.

Ih fairness to Curwood, who, by
all the standards of novel-writing, is
a good novelist, it may be said that
there are two schools of thought on
the subject of historical fiction.

The modern novel must have a love
story, a definite plot or scheme, a
central connecting thought, idea or

purpose and a definite ending. If the
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novel is meant to be realistic rather
than romantic 1t must be true to ex-
perience even though it consists of
the interesting select episodes of
life: On this point Curwood hovers
on the border-line between romance
and realism.

Shakespeare's historical plays
have been the subject of many heated
discussions among university students
and even among the professors of history
and of literature,

One school of thought argues that
a play, novel, or story which introduces
a historical subject should be historic-
ally accurate even though a certain
margin is allowed for filling in the
gaps with imagined conversation or
episodes not recorded in history; the
other maintains that it is & mark of
artistic genius for the writer to select
two or more historical characters and
places and from his own imagination
create scenes and episodes which never

existed in fact.
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Evidently, Curwood leans to the
latter opinion. He selects an imaginary
character from a police Force which exists
in fact and with his creative genius weaves
a plot around his selected character who
passes through the most fantastic adventures,
such as being nailed in a coffin and trans-
ported to the North country. This sort of
fiction is thrilling to read but certainly
not informative.

It is unfortunate that so many r.aders
are unable to distinguish fact from fiction.
That they are unable to do so can be proven
by the fact that they consider Curwood
represents the Royal Northwest Mounted
Police as they were in fact. From some
of the applications received by those who
wish to join the Force it is evident that
they have been reading either Curwood's
books or similar stories. .

It was left to members of the Force
and those very familiar with it to create
tales of fiction with a realistic back-

ground and it is to these authors I now
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turn who, although their characters and
plots are fictitious, provide information
on the Force which the majority of writers
of fiction either do not bother, or do

not wish to do.
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NIGHTHAWK OF THE NORTHWEST. BY Samuel
Alexander White. Phoenix Press, New

York, N. Y., 1938,

The plot in this story is rather
weak and the style amateurish, Alex
Nash, buffalo hunter and scout for the
Police, falls in love with Louise Bel-
court, daughter of a plainsman. Jean
Bruxelles, half-breed and leader of the
Metis is also in love with her. The
rivalry between the two men develops
into an intense hatred but whereas Nash
meets with success in his lovemaking
and has the law on his side, Bruxelles
falls into disfavour both with the girl
end with the Police. He is caught red-
hended in the act of smuggling whiskey
from across the border but manages to
elude the police and to stir up trouble
among the Indians. In the end he is
caught and taken to the Police barracks
for trial.

In the first paragraph the author
refers to Sergeant Hume of the Royal

Northwest Mounted Police and yet the



176

story opens in 1873. Ha commences by
saying that the Mounted.Policé had Just
arrived in the west, over the Dawson

Road in the preceding year, 1873.

(L) A very interesting letter is on file
from Mr. J. A. Martin to Mr. A. A. Mclean,
Financial Comptroller of the Force, dated
at Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island,
June 16, 1926. Mr. Martin was then 83
years of age and his letter deals with
the early days of the Force of which he
was a memper.

"The Force was organized the first
week of October, 1873," he says,"Took
steamer from Collingwood to Prince
Arthur's Landing, head of the Lakes,
from there to the Dawson route, thirteen
small lakes with portages to the north-
west angle of the Lake of the Woods. At
the border of Manitoba struck snow and
cold weather, marched across the prairies

to Red River. Crossed Red River on ice

(1) File G.516-4(1930) History of the Force-
General.
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to Winnipeg. Took teams from there to
Stone Fort 21 miles below. Stopped at
Stone Fort for the winter. Drilled there
until last of May ------ N

White is guilty of a historical error
when he refers to the Force as the Royal
Northwest Mounted Police. (1) It was not
until 1904 that the prefix "Royal" was
bestowed by King Edward V11 to mark the
brilliant and steadfast services rendered
by Canuda's police. The Earl of Minto
became the first Honorary Commissioner.

There are few books of fiction which
deal with the Force in its earliest days
and for this reason White's book is of
unusual interest as it gives one a fairly

good picture of the police force in its

infancy. {2) "Three more Mounted Police
Divisions are due from Toronto. The
Dawson Road's bad, so they're coming

by rail through the United States" calls

(1) A Brief Outline of the Activities
Of the Force 1873-1943. King's Printer
Ottawa. Page 12.

(2) NIGHTHAWK OF THE NCRTHWEST by Samuel
Alexander White, Phoenix Press, N. Y.,
1938, Pages 11-12.
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to mind the reference made in police
annals (1) to the inconvenience and
discomfort of the men who had travelled
over the Dawson route and whose uniform
and winter clothing had been frozen in.

The strength of the Force had been
authorized at 300. Only 150 had left
Collingwood in the fall of 1873. 1In
the spring of the next year the Force
was brought up to full strength by the
addition of another 150 men and these
left Toronto June 6, 1874, travelling
via Sarnia, Detroit, Chicago, St. Paul's,
Fargo(1l300 miles from Toronto) by train.
From Fargo they travelled by carts and
horses, arriving at Dufferin June 19,
1874.

At Dufferin, near Pembina, the
Commiséioner, Lieutenant-Colonel G. A,
French, met the Assistant Commissioner
with "A", ®"B" and "C" Divisions. The
three divisions which had arrived were

"D", npn and nFu.
(1) Annual Report, 1874.
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On July 8, 1874, the entire Force
of six troops struck westward, their ob-
jective being the forks of the Bow and
Belly rivers in the land of the Blackfeet.
Each troop had two teams to carry baggage.
There were 80 ox-carts, a constable driving
each ox-cart.

White pauses, in his story, at Dufferin
and speaks of the Sioux chief who recognized
the police horse by its distinguishing marks.
He had in mind, no doubt, the police brand
MP and the number of the horse stamped on
its hoof.

The Sioux were American Indians and

not to be trusted. By the time the Force
left Dufferin thirty-one men were absent
without leave, the Sioux murders at St.
Ive, 30 miles west, having .the effect of
quickening their movements. Fortunately,
the Force did not suffer as 20 gpare men
had been brought along for Jjust such an

emergency.

The familiarity between the Commissioner
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and Sergeant Hume introduces a false note
in White's story. The Commissioner had
been an officer in the School of Gunnery
at Kingston, an Inspector of Artillery.
He was a soldier and knew the value of
discipline.

White shows a tendency to exaggerate,
particularly when speaking of horses. Plains
Burner, a horse, had gome over one hundred
miles in twenty-four hours and "hardly
ruffled the hide." Forty to fifty miles
would be a good day's journey for a horse
and the mileage 1limit for police horses
was set at forty with a speed limit of
seven miles an hour, except on matters
of urgency.

The description of the procession
is accurate. The line of march was in
the order described by the author, first
the dark bays of "A" Division, then the
dark browns of "B", the chestnuts of "C"
and grays of "D", the blacks of "E", and
the light bays of "F". These were foll-
owed by ox-carts, wagons, cattle, mowing-

machines and other equipment.
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Commissioner "Cramer" 1s Commissioner
French and the one men left behind at Fort
Ellice alone while the divisions moved for-
ward to establish headquarters at Fort Mc-
Leod and Edmonton was Inspector Jarvis,
not Sergeant Hume. Commissioger French's
diary for Monday, July 29, 1874, reads,
"Finished with the stores, paraded all
the horses, and told off 55 of the weak-
est for Fort Ellice under Inspector Jarvis,
took the horses of "A" troop and divided
them up amongst the others." Inspector
Jarvis had been in command of ™A" troop.

On page 136 of NIGHTHAWK OF THE

NORTHWEST White quotes Sergeant Hume as
saying that he was commandeering some
pemmican from the half-breed Jean Brux-
elles who was intending to use it as
barter for whiskey across the border.

He stated that the column had been
nearly two months on the trail out of
Fort Ellice and that rations were short,
the men being on their "last legs" and

that they must have food to make Fort

Carlton,
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This misrepresentation must have
been prompted by false propaganda read
by the author and written by those who
had attempted to discourage the small
body of men on their way to enforce law
and order.

According to the Commissioner's
report of 1874, Page 26, the detachment
of the Force stationed at Fort Ellice
searched over one thousand carts during
the summer of that year but at no time
were spiritubus liquors discovered except
in instances where individuals had per-
mits,

Again, on page 23, "I suppose in a
report of this nature, it would not be
advisable to pass over without notice the
absurd reports that had gone abroad,
relative to starvation, want of food, etc.
" The whole force had their three meals
a day as regularly as if they were in
barracks -- were seldom without prairie
chickens, ducks, geese, antelope, hares

and® buffalo meat.”

Buffalo was not scarce, ds testified



183

by Commissioner French, who wrote that
he had seen immense quantities of buffalo,
estimated at 70 or 80 thousand in the
Milk River District.

It is true that robes and furs were
seized and if any pemmican were seized
it was not because the troops needed it
for food. Assistant Commissioner MacLeod
says in his report dated October 29, 1874,
"I gave Mr, Crpzier written instructions
to guide him, amongst others to seize all
robes and furs of any kind which he sus-
pected haed been traded for liquor and, in
addition, a sufficient amount of goods and
chattels to satisfy the fine which in each
case might be imposed. -- I see no other
way in this country to secure the fine
except by seizing property enough at the
time the seizure is made and not to wait
for a distress warrant after the fine is
imposed."

Assistant Commissioner MacLeod with
five inspectors tried cases and imposed

fines.
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Inspector Jarvis when setting out
from Fort Ellice did experience a water
scarcity but did not complain of & food
shortage.

Assistant Commissioner MacLeod, with
three troops, spent the first winter in
Southern alberta and their camp was named
after him. It is now the site of the town
of MacLeod. The men lived in log cabins
with mud roofs and floors. They had
buffalo meat for their Christmas dinner,

It is not strange that White mentions
the "Redcoat jail". It has always been
the policy of the Force to have their own
cells and guardrooms, in some instances,
particularly at isolated points, the
police guardroom scerves as a common gaol,
some prisoners serving their full sentence
in these gaols providing the sentences
are not for long periods, the average

being from 30 days to nine months,
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BENTON OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED. By Ralph
5. Kendall. Copyright 1918 by John Lane
Company. Grosset and Dunlap, New York,
with other stories under the title of
Northern Trails Omnibus.

THIS is fiction written by a former
member of the Police wh6 bases his story
on his own observations and experiences
while in the Police. With this back-
ground it is definitely more accurate,
technically and historically, than other
books of fiction on the subject of the
Police,.nevertheless, it is classed as
fiction and miust be Judged by the stand-
ards set for thils class of literature.
Kendall's plot and characterization are
both weak and faulty. The unity of the
plot is scarcely visible, the connecting
link being a rather flimsy love-affair,
His women do not charm as does Curwood's
and hisrmen have "feet of clay."

Kendall plctures Benton as a well-
bred, well-educated Englishman whose
life on the prairies and his association

with cowboys, ranchers and military men

has made him so extremely careless in

speech that it is worse than the vern-
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acular of the lowliest cowboy. This
falling to such a low state seems slightly
exaggerated as may be testified by a great
many people who, from their own observations,
will tell you' that a well-bred, well-educated
Englishman, though he may degenerate morally
and physically, will be careful, nevertheless,
of both his pronunciation and his grammar,
Either Benton was not as well-educated as
Kendall would have us believe or else he
must have some hidcen motive for making
him talk the way he did.

On the other hand, he portrays penton
as taking everything in his stride which
is a more truthful reprcsentation of the
average Mounted Policeman on detachment
than the scarlet-coated hero, as represent-
ed by rany fiction writers, who covers
only one case in thes whole volume and
then does not arrest his man because that
individual eithor meets a sudden death
or dles quite conveniently after having
made & confession of his gullt, or left

cone other obvious evidence. Benton was
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responsible for quite a number of criminals
being meted out prison terms of five to
ten years or longer.

It is in this book that mention is
made of a "come-along". "With an oath he
drew from his pocket a small steel article
known in police circles as a "come-along!
and clipping it on one of his prisoner's
wrists he twisted viciously."

In TH+ LUCK OF THE MOUNTED, in the

same volume, Ralph Kendall from his ex-
perience gained in the Force gives a

much more accurate p&cture of police
discipline than does Curwoodl The latter's
fictional Mounted Policeman steps un-
escorted into the office of the Officer
Commanding and addresses that gentleman

by his surname. £Kendall's LUCK OF THE

MOUNTED, page 34, describes it this way:
"He recéived a curt éﬁmmons from the
Sergeant-Ma jor to attend the Orderly
Room. To the brisk word of command,

he was 'quick-marched', 'left-wheeled!
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and 'halted! at 'attention'! before the
desk of the Officer Commanding "L" Division."

In THE LUCK OF THE MOUNTED Kendall

holds interest by a particularly baffling
murder case,

A local cowboy had been shot through
the head and had been found with his horse
on the prairie on a winter's day. Clues
to the murder led to the livery stable at
Cow Run where it was found that a horse
had been taken out of the stable during
the night and retﬁrned about eleven o'clock.
The livery keeper, who also acted as town
constable, had been drinking at the local
hotel and knew nothing of the matter but
a hobo who had found refuge in*the loft
of the stable had seen the man returning
the horse to his stall., He had admitted
this to the liveryman's wife but did not
identify the man. Pfeviously, when he
had been interrogated by the Police he
had denied having seen the man at all.

The hobo was arrested on a charge of

vagrancy but at the magistrate's request
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the police did not press the charge.

The magistrate, who was a local rancher,
needed help and he agreed to hire the
hobo to work on his ranch,

The Police, however, kept the hobo
in mind, and at a later date, adducing
additional evidence, decided to go to
the magistrate's ranch and question the
hobo further. To their disappointment
they found him gone and the magistrate
in a terrible rage és the.hobo, accord-
ing to the magistrate's story, had ab-
sconded with a hundred dollars of the
rancher's money. Although a search was
made no trace of the hobo could be found.
Winter passed and summer came and the
murder had passed into the annals of
memory as far as the residents of Cow
Run were concerned.

One day, while two of the policemen
were fishing in a deep creek on the
magistrate's ranch they brought to the
surface the body of the tramp, shot

through the head, but easily identified
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from two missing fingers and some gold
teeth. At the trial it was proved that
the magistrate had committed both murders.,

The muiderer, in this instance, be-
fore being caught, locked himself in his
house and defied the police to come and
get him. He told them they could not
arrest without a warrant but they replied
that they were covered by Section 30 of
the Criminal Code.

This section reads as follows:
" Every peace officer who, on reasonable
and probable grounds, believes that an
offence for which the offender may be
arrested without warrant has been com-
mitted, whether it has been committed
or not, and who, on reasonable and
probable grounds, believes that any
person has commitfed that offence, is
justified in arresting such person
without warrant, whether such person

is guilty or not."
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In the fourteen books of fiction
under review there is revealed ten
historical errors and seventeen technical
inaccuracies. On the surface, this number
appears comparatively small but the mis-
conception is not formed in the minds of
the readers so much from the actual number
of errors on the pvart of the respective
authors as it is from the number of times
the same errors are repeated. A melody
heard once does not impress itself on
the popular mind but, if repeated over
and over again on the radio, stage, or
screen, is soon on everybody's lips and

may become a national or even a world
favourite. So many authors of fiction,
either by direct statement, or by im-
plication, have expressed the motto of
the Force as being, "Get your man" that
the public, for the most part, believe
it to be true.

questionnaires reveal that a large

percentage of readers believe what they
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Canadian Mounted Police and, as a
consequence, have a wrong conception
of the duties performed by the Force,
their mode of life and their dress,
their methods of investigation, their
training and their qualifications.
Historical inaccuracies have added to
the confusion and, in certain instances,
have given the wrong impression. Curwood
and O'Brien are inclined to glamourize
the Police and their rcalistic presentation
of historical data, usually incorrect,
lend to their fiction the colour of
truth; on the other hand, other writers,
such as Erskine and White, are inclined
to advance false motives for heroic
deeds and to create false surroundings
for historical events meriting more

careful treatment.
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PART THREE

THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICL
IN  FACT

Showing that rmombers of the Force and
conscientious authors hav: attempted, by
their writings to correet these false im-
pressions.
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DOLICIVG THY ARCTIC. By Harwood Steele, The
Ryerson Press, Toronto, Ont., 19353

THERE have been almost as many non-
fiction books written on the Royal Can-
adian Mounted Police as tlizre have been
of fiction. It is not the intention to
review all these books but rather a cer-
tain few, including those mentioned by
the students who submitted answers to the
questionnaires.

POLICING THE ARCTIC gives a more

accurate account of duty in the North
than do the fiction books. "For every
crowded hour Bf glorious life on some
exciting quest there had been days of
laborious monotony. All that 'aid to
other departments! - to crown timber,
lands and the Department of Mines, as
agents, record-rs, royalty-collectors

and issuers of licenses; as postmasters
and mail carriers; as customs collectors;
as assistants to the Covarnment Telegras-h
service, the sheriff, the courts and
Yukon coun¢il; as tax collcctors, census-

takers and bank guards ------ !

‘ajor Steele writes frog the view-
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point of a historian, as indeed he 1is. He
was'the hiétorian of the'Canadian Govern-
ment Arctic Expedition of 1925. From this
viewpoint he can exercise a broad vision
in the matter of order, definiteness and
number of details, general 6utline and in
the quality of the impressions received.

He uses the chronological order, be-
ginning at tie gold rush to the Yukon in
1898 and ending with the trip made by the
youncer Shackleton to the northernmost
parts of Zllesmere Island in 1935.

He 1s définite because he-has gone to
the original sources for his information
and has ziven the details as they were and
not as he would havé imagined them.

He pauses in his narration period-
ically to sum up the progress made Ly
the Force in the Arctic and these sum-~
maries are tinged with his personal out-
look on the Force, past, present and
future. His iwpressions are not entirely
unore judiced as he is a so.. of lajor-

General Sir Samuel Steele who was an

officer in the North West llounted Police.
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He has the honour of being a "son of the

Force."

Confining his ncriui.ve to only one
phase of activity 1n the history of the
Force serves the purpose of gaining unity
of impression and followlng the chrono-
logical order of events has the effect of
procrressiveness.

Najor Steele's close association with
the Force during hls earliest days, his
conversations with those members of the
¥orce who had actually participated in the
events of which he writss and his own
personal associations with the Northland
give him a sympathy and an understanding
of the meaning of the experlences of which
he writes and introduces the element of
fact so Badly lacking in ths fleotion stories
which we have had under review.

Whereas the fiction writers fo the

most part have based thelr writin: s alout
the Police on vivid imaginings, Major
Steele has based his book on a definite
knowledge of his subject and carries the
rvader through 358 pares of interesting

facts.,
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The informative valu: of POLICING THE
ARCTIC lies chiefly in its true repr:sent-
ation of life in the horth, the actual work
done by the Royal Canadian Mounted Pollice
and its true versions of famous petrols
which have be.n much distorted by fiction
writers in their efforts to glamourize the
constable and to create plots which had no
basis in fact.

Those students who stumbled over the

answer to the question, "What 1s a patrol?”

would do well to read DOLICING THE ARCTIC

by Harwood Steele who, on Page 26, gives
a brief but accurate definition of dis-
tricts, divisions, subdivisions, detach-
ments and patrols.

The Commission:r commands the Force,
tut, as is evident to tle most casually
interested, the Commissioner cannot com-
mand in person a police force which covers
an area of 3,684,723 square miles, He,
therefore, uivides this area into districts,
or divisions, corresponding, not nrecisely,
but as closely as possible, to the provinces,

wiile ths Territories are divided into three
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districts but one division. The Yukon
Territory is one district; the Northwest
Territories are divided into two districts,
the Eastern Arctic ana the Western Arctic,
all under "G" Divicion. These Divisions,
according to their size and to their im-
portance, are commaended by Assistant
Commissioners or Superintendents.' These
officers re-allot them to Inspectors com-
mandihg sub-divisions, who, in turn,"dot
them vwith detachments - groups of two or
three men under a N, C. O. Er senior con-
stable.”

The detachments are located at towns
or villages but the area of a detachment
may include several villages and surround-
ing territory. The members of the detach-
ments make periodical journeys, or patrols,
throughout their respective districts to
maintain order and to report on the require-
ments of needy families or to investigate
special matters requiring police super-
vision,

The conception gained of the Force

and their work in the far North as depict-
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ed in fiction would vary with the individual
reader in proportion to his temperament and
to his exnerience.

A youth endowed with a keen imagination
and a flare for adventure would be inclined,
after reading one of Curwood's novels, to
join the Force and volunteer for Northern
service. Here would be romance and adventure,
glamorous, thrilling and glorious.

Before taking such a step, however,

should he resd POLICING THE ARCTIC his

wild thoughts would be sobered and as he
read on and on and learned of the terrible
sacrifices made by these men of the North
in devotion to their duty with no monetary
remuneration beyond their regular pay, and
no lasting glory except a brief report in
the Annual Blue Book of the Police, he
would reconsider his decision and ponder
on whether or not he would be fitted to
undertake such hardships and, more import-
ant yet, if he would be willing to plunge
iito icy weaters, sleep in frozen clothes

and go half-starved for days ierely for

the satisfaction of aiding destitute Indians

or Eskimos, or for tiie purnase of makine
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certain that the inhebitants of some far-
flung outpost received their mail regularly,
or that the game laws were being enforced
properly. These and other questions would
come racing through his Lrain and instead of
sceing himself dressed in scarlet serge,
stetson hat and yellow-striped breeches, the
gallant defender of some helpless beauty with
whom he would fall desperately in love and
rescue from the cruel clutches of an un-
scrupulous villain, he would get a glimpse
of the true picture - himself clad in the
native garb of the Eskimo, anything tut a
romantic-looking hero, pulling himself and
his dog team over steep ledges of ice, fall-
ing knee-deep into chilling waters, eating
sparingly of "hard-tack" and chocolate, and
blazing the way for civilization.

There are more pleasant sides to the
picture at tires but Harwood Steele, in

his authentic account of POLICING THE ARCTIC

relates what actually has happened to the
members of the Force on their routine patrols

which they accept as part of the day}s work
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and all in the line of their regular duty.
The Mounted Police performing their
duties in the North are heroic forerunners
of a future civilization but a true con-
ception of their work cannot be gained from
fiction, and Harwood Steele, because of his
father's association with the Force, and
his own sympathy with it has been careful
to portray the actual facts as gained from
autiientic documents. He neither exaggerates
nor mirnimizes the dangers and the duties
of policing the arctic. He has attempted
to give to his readers a sincere and honest

portrayal of the facts.
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THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE. Ey R. C.
Fetherstonhaugh. Carrick and Lvans, Inc.,
New York. 1930.

1T is quite possible that tue reader
of this book will be disappointed if he ex-
pects to learn the details of organization
and administration of the Force but he will
enjoy the stories of the adventures of both
officers and men. The author had the approv-
al of the Commissioner to write the book and
also the privilege of having it read by him.
He has endeavoured to represent the scenes
as they occurred in reality, and, too, to
write from the viewpoint of the Force - -
something which the majority of fiction
writers make no effort to do.

Any student who wishes to improve his
Enclish and, at the same time, to learn of
the achievements of the Force, will do well

to read TH_ ROYAL CANADIALI™ MOUFTID FPOLIC.L.

Fetiierstonhaugh is no novice in the art of
writing and, in addition to being interest-
ing, sets an example of good literary usage
of the English language. His sentences,
for the most part, are long. The second

paragraph of the first chapter of the book
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occupies one third of the page and con-
sists of only two sentences, the second
sentence containing several phrases. The
use of these long sentences, skilfully
phrased, tends to make smooth reading and
overcomes the tendency to abruptness which
occasionally mars the work of Major Steele

in POLICIMNG TEE ARCTIC.

Although one may not learn the tech-
nical details of dress, Qiscipline and

organization from TEE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNT- .

LD TOLIC: he will receive a general im-
pression of the Force which will allow

him to grasp the significance of.its achieve- -
rients.,

The author, like Steele, writes from
the viewpoint of the historian and relates
events 1n chronological order. These events
are not put down as hard cold facts. Uncer
the pen of Fetherstonhaugh they become
fascinating narratives at the same time
owitting no facts which the reader requires
to know in order to form a coherent mental
picture of the situation.

Those whn are interested in the subject
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of the Force would wish to know, naturally
enough, why it ceme into being. Briefly -
stated, ‘Manitoba had just éxperienced the
first Riel Rebellion; the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany were friendly with the Cree Indians but
had no law enforcement. Many murders and
outrages went unpunished; in what is now
Southern Alberta the brave and warlike Black-
feet were perpetually at war with the Crees;
whisky traders from the Western States were
selling liqucor to the Blackfeet.
Fetherstonhaugh writes about all this
with a knowledge of his subject and yet he
uses this knowledge wisely, discriminating
between what is of no importance and that
which is of special significance. - By fol-
lowing this procedure he avoids she pit-
fall of many historians who overload their
chronology with details which are of no
interest to the general reasder. He has the
advantage of having written well on many
subjects and he has studied his audience;
consequently he has been successful in his
process of selection, limiting his subject

to suit the general public, placing emphasis
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on the important things and excluding
thhose of minor value.

In the first chapter, after stat-
ing the reasons for the organization
of the Force he mentions how the small
body of 150 men and a number of officers
were hastily assembled by the Government
in September, 1873, and sent over the
Dawson route to Lower Fort Garry where
they were sworn in by Lieutenant- Colonel
Ostorne, Smith, Officer Commanding the
Winnipeg f1litary District and who acted
as Commissioner until the appointment
of Lieutenant-Colonel George A. French
to the post on December 17, of the same
year.. .

The objective point of this small
body of :..en was the junction of the Fow
and Belly Rivers, the scene of the trouble
and the home of the Blackfeet. It was
intended, too, that a section of the
troops would march to Edmonton and a
third section would return and establish
a heedquarters.

Ccxr Zssioner Trench summed up the
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situation while at Fort Garry and returned

to Ottawa for an adaitional 150 men. It
was not until June 6, 1874, that these
men left Toronto to join the advance force
at Dufferin.

The second chapter describes the march
to the mountains and the author, with char-
acteristic clearness, outlines the routes
taken by the different divisions and the
difficulties qncounterea by the way.

Aftzm leaving‘Dufferin.behind 270
miles and arriving at Roche Percee the
party divided. Inspector Jarvis with
"A" Division was to go to Edmonton via
Fort Ellice and Fort Carleton. This was
a distance of 900 miles over unbroken
country when bridges had to be built over
creeks and fast-running streams. The
journey consumed eighty-eight days.

The main body set out for the forks
of the Bow and Belly Rivers where the
activities of the whisky traders were
the most lively. The route of this party
led past the Missouri Coteau, Cripple

Camp, the Cypress ills, past what is
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now Medicine Hat and from thence within

sight of the Sweet Grass Hills of Montana.

It was when they reached Southern Alberta

that they saw immense herds of buffalo.
Having reached Sweet ‘Grass Eills

where grass, fuel and water were abundant

the Commissioner ordered "D" and "E"

Divisions back over the prairies to

set up a headquarters for the Force

at Svan River, ifanitoba. He joined

them later after having made arrange-

ments for supplies for the troops which

were to be left behind.
Lieutenant-Colonel lTacLeod was

left in command and, upon further orders,

marched to the Belly River District led

by tlie noted guide and interpreter,

Jerry - _'otts, who played an active part

in-this capacity for the Force until

his death in 1896. Twenty miles along

tre 014 l’an River from where it Jjoined

the Belly, winter quarters were estab-

lisked on the site of what is known to-

¢ay as lacLeod.

On the American side of the border
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the hostile' Sioux were still intent on
waging war against their old enemies,
the Crows, and the United States Cavalry
Wwhich they referred to as the "Long Knives."
They invited the Blackfeet to join them,
promising them horses, mules and white
women and, eventually, they would join
the Blackfeet in wiping out the Mounted
Police. If they refused they, the Sioux,
would wipe out the Blackfeet. The latter
tribe, due to lfacLeod'!s diplomacy, was
friendly with the Police and asked them
if they would support them should the
Sioux attack. This request the Police
promptly granted.

Sitting Bull, chief of the Sioux,
defeated the American General, Custer,
on ‘June 25, 1876, but the American cav-
alry retaiiated with a vengeance and
five hundred warriors, twice as many
women and over a thousand children
fled to Canada.

These refugees presented another
problem to the Mounted Police as there

was deanger of the old warrior, Sitting

Bull, stirring up trouble among the
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Blackfeet and other tribes. No trouble

occurred but the presence of the Sioux
on Canadian soil was a constant menace
and a source of anxiety to the Police.
In 1881, Sitting Bull finally surrend-
ered to the American authorities and
with the Sioux gone the Police breathed
more easily.

Law and order administereq by the
Police continued and crime wes punished
swiftly. Inspector vwalsh increased the
prestige of the Force among the Indians
when with fifteen men he marched into an
Indian ceamp of 200 Salteaux and Assini-
boians who were plotting rebellion, and
arrested thirteen braves, leaders of the
plot.

In 1880, Lieutcnant-Colonel A. G.
Irvine succeeded Lieutenant-Colonel J. F.
Macleod as Commissioner of the Force and
the year, 1882, witnessed the increase
of the strengti of the Force to nineteen
officers and 455 other ranks to cope
witlh the problems attendant upon the

construction of the Canadian Pacific
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Railway over the prairies. In the same
year, too, the headquarters of the Force
was moved from Fort Walsh to Regina.

The year 1885 brought the Northwest
Rebellion, and Fetherstonhaugh with his
usual explicitness relates the causes
and the events that followed.

As now, so in 1885, the Mounted
Police were in advance of impending
trouble. They reported to the Canadian
Government that the half-breeds wers
growing restless because their ériev-
ances had not been redressed, and that
Louis Riel, leader of the Red River Re-
bellion of 1870, had returned from exile
and was holding meetings. As usual, the
Governuent was slow to acdt in any matter
affecting the West. Finally, the Com-
missioner was ordered to march all avail-
atle wen from Regina to Superintendent
Crozier's assistance at Battleford. His
march was blocked at Batoche by half-
breeds but ‘he proceeded to Carlton by
way ‘of Prince Albert where he organized

a body of volunteers. In the meantime,
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Crozier had rushed to Duck Lake where his

small force was defeated by Indians and
half-breeds. He managed to retreat to
Fort Carlton leaving his dead on the field
of battle.

The Commissioner ordered his own
force and that of Crozier's to fall back
on rrince Albert, which, together with
other neighbouring garrisons, they de-
fended. Frog Lake was left undefended
as Mr. Quinn, the Indian Agent, protest-
ed against the presence of the Police,
who, he said, would only arnuse antagon-
ism. He paid for his obstinacy in death
but, unfortunately, so did the other
white innhabitants who were massacred
unmercilessly.

Inspector Dickens, son of the
famous novelist, commanded Fort Pitt
but, knowing that to stay in the face
of grave dangers was hopeless, evacuated
his men to Battleford.

The Militia, meaawhile, under Major-
Generusl I'iddleton, was approaching. His

first victory was the stronghonld of Ba-
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toche, the second the capture of Louis Riel
although, in actual- fact, two of the three
captors were members:of the Police.

Lawrence W. Herchmer was appointed
Commissioner on April, 1886. 1In 1895, .the
call came to police the Yukon.

TEE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUUTED POLICE is

a history of the Force and with the in-
creasing duties, increased strength and

the increased area to be policed it must
cover a wide scope. Strict chkronological
order necessitatss breaking up the chapters
to deal with the wvarious phases of the
Torce's activities and five chapters deal
with law enforcement in the Forth, all of
which is covered in detail by Harwood

Steele in his POLICING TF.J ARCTIC.

While law and order advanced in the
North defiant Indians on the plains were
giving the Police trouble - Almighty Voice
from 1895 to 1897, and Charcoal in 1896.

In 1900, the South African War thinned
out the small police constatulary still
furtler. A total of 245 officers and men

enlisted, many in the 2nd Canadiasn Mounted
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Rifles and a small number in the, Lord
Strathcona's Horse. In 1900, too, Perry
assumed the Commissionership of the Force.

An increase in immigration trought
& proportionate increase in crime. In
1900, arrests made numbered 1,3551; in
1901, 1,746; in 1902, 2,017; in 1903,
3,315. These figures reflect the pioneer
days when compared with those for 1945
which show a grand total of 123,330 cases
handled. (1)

Petherstonhaugh devotes a chapter
to the humanitarian efforts of the Force,
a phase of its activities which seldom
come before the public eye but which,
nevertheless, is performed by the Police
in the course of their duties without .
the blare of a trumpet or with ‘the ex-
pectation of reward. The author mentions
a few such cases, PFirst, that of Sub-

Constable Sheppard who, in the days of

(1) snnual Report, 1945. Page 27.
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Sitting Bull, rescued three Sloux children
from a prairie fire; next, that of Constable
Holmes who, in the ab-ence of a doctor, vac-
cinated a large number of Indlans and white
settlers against smallpox when the epidemic
was raging in the Qu'Appelle district many
years ago; similarly, Corporal D. B. Smith who
attended th~ sick and buried the dead when
an epidemic of scarlet fever and diphtheria
broke out at Norway House; and Constable
Conradi who rescued a settler and his family
from a prairie fire.

In addition to these isolated cases
were the numerous ones of lunatlc patrols,
that” 1s, bringing in lunatics under th
rreatest difficulties, and of bringing
in dead bodies, frozen "stiffs" of the
North, and of searching for missing persons
at the request of relatives and friends.

Fetherstonhaugh does not forget to
mention the Doukhobors, the refwcess from
Russia, who settled in Saskatchewan and
caused the Police untold anxiety with thelir

fapatical nude parades and hunger strikes.
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The history now gains speed and
each year records some event of nat-
ional importance affecting the Force
in particular and the Dominion in
general.

1911.- The coronation of King George V
at which the Force is represented by
Commissioner Perry, Superintendent J.0.
Wilson, and eighty other officers, non-
comrmissioned officers and men.

1912.- Immigration doubles in prairie
provinces. The Force has 13,391 crim-
inal cases for the year and 11,455 con-
victions to its credit.

191%.~ Two explorers, Radford and Street,
are murdered within the Arctic Circle.
Police sent to investigate.

1914.- War is declared and the Police
are needed to prevent 175,000 Germans

and Austrians in Alberta and Saskatchewan
from assembling or performing acts of
sabotage.

1915.- Inspector C. D. LaNauze journeys
north with a party to investigate the

riurder of the two missionary n»riests,
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Fathers Rouvier and Le Roux.

1916.- Murderers of the priests arrested
and awaiting trisl.
1917.- Force relieved of ordinary provincial
police duties in the three prairie provinces.
Murderers of priests sentenced to death but
sentence commuted to life imprisonment at
FortaResolution.
l9l8j; Finally the Mounted Police are allow-
ed to enlist as a cavalry squadron and attach-
ed to the Canadian Light Horse. Another
squadron enlists for service in Siberis,
The Royal Northwest Mounted Police are on
the point of dicsolution, the strength in
Canada dropping to 303.
1915.- Force re-organized with a-strength
of 2,500 officers and men.

As after the second Vorld War so after
the first, strikes followed peace, among
the most notable being the Viinnipeg strike
when thirty thousand men of various trades
stopped work si.multaneously. For six
weeks tlhie Royal Northwest Mounted Police
gdtood by, then acting on orders from the

Minister of Justice they moved silently
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but effectively to arrest the strike
leaders. This brought the strike to
a climax and a riot ensued. Fifty-
four mounted men under Insrectors
’roby and Mead, and thirty-six men
in motor trucks commanded by Sergeant-
ajor Griffin rode into the seething
mob. Several policemen were injured
and one rioter was killed, one fatally
injured and several wounded before the
battle ended but the strike was over
and the revolutionary leaders in Canada
realized defeat at the hands of the
lounted Police just as did the re-
bellious Indians many years before.
Por the next few years murders
among the most northerly IZskimos
claimed the attention of the Police
but in the meantime the TForce had
come East and in 1920 was re-named
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
All Canada was now under the juris-
diction of & police force which had

started in 1873 with 150 men in an

area limited to the prairies.
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Headquarters was moved from Regina
to Ottawa and although Fetherstonhaugh
mentions the organization of the four
principal branches of the Force - the
Criminel Investigation, Financial, Supply,
and Ad jutant's - he does not tell of
the work handled by these branches.

As the Administration has expanded
vastly since 1920 and is now accommodated
in a building costing $1,250,000 to erect
in 1937, for the benefit of those interest-
ed I shall enlarge upon Fetherstonhaugh's
few remarks and quoting the Iigures as
they were in 19%7, show what work is car-
ried on in the Headquarters gf the Force.
The. volume of work doubled and trebled
during the VJar years and has not yet re-
turned to a normal condition. The Ad-
ministration as it was in 1937, therefore,
will give a truer picture of the peace-
time activities.

A great number of speeches have been
made and many articles written on the

various phases 'of police work accomplished

by the Royal Canadian liounted Police but
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no one has evar drawn the attention
of the public to the Administrative
Section of the Force, which like the
Civil Service, carries on in silenée.

a4t the beginning of 1937 the Head-
quarters of the Force, which was spread
over into seven or more separate build-
ings was moved into one central building
known as the Justice Building. The
convenience of easy access to the differ-
ent branches has resulted in greater
economy and efficiency.

The Treasury branch, which comes
under Civil Service Regulations, acts
as the Exchequer Departmernt and audits
all expenditure incurred by. the R. C. Il
Police and guards carefully &all revenus.
It is responsible to the Central Treasury
Office and holds the "purse-strings"
of the Force.

although King George V1 is the
Honorary Commissioner of the Force
the liinister of Justice is in control.

The Governor-Gen«ral may by commission

aproint a Commissioner of Police who
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shall be called the Commissloner of the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. He shall,
under the Minister, have the control and
management of the Force and of all matters
connected therewith.

The Deputy Commissioner 1s appointed
Ly the Governor-in-Council by commission
and in the absence of the Commissioner
may eoxercise all the powers which the
Royal Canadien Mounted Police Act confers
upon the Commissioner.

A Departmental Secretary, appointed
by the Civil éervice, acts as adviser to
the Commissioner and handles his confid-
ential correspondence, not only within
the Department itself, but also with
other Departments outside the Service.

A Central Reglstry is established
at Headquarters where all mail for the
Mounted Police is received. This mail
i1s opened by a trustworthy member of
the Department who stamps the date and
the number of the correspondence there-

on. When it is considered %.... aprrox-

imately one thousand pleces of corres-
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pondence are received on an average
daily we may have some idea of the
work being done in this Department.
In ;adition to this, all outgoing
mail must be sent to the lMailing
Room for "franking". This consists
of stamping the envelope with the
Government stamp. The—number of
outgoing letters is approximately
four hundred a day.

All incoming mail, after being
stamped, 1is sent to the Central Reg-
istry for classification. This corres-
pondence is placed on the respective
files and the files assorted and placed
in various baskets for transmission to
the branches concerned.

Jach file bears a number together
with the name of the subject. All
personal files are kept locked and are
treated confidentially. A separate
derartmnent receives and classifies all
criminal reports. When the different
Eranciies have acted on the correspondence

received the files are returned to the
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Céntral Registry where they are placed

in cabinets provided for that purpose.

There are over two thousand members
of the Force scattered throughout various
parts of Canada. These men must be clothed,
fed and sheltered. For this reason a
Supply Branch is established at Head-
quarters with branches at the various
central points, such as the capital
city of each province. Thuse are called
Divicional points. The Supply Branch
consists of several sections, each
section specializing in its own par-
ticular line of work.

Clothing to the amount of {300,000
annually is purchased by the Purchasing
Branch. These purchases are made by
tender. When the contract has been
awarded, the clothes menufactured and
inspected by the Inspection Branch, if
found to come up to the standard spec-
ified on the contract, the articles of
clothing are taken on charge and placed

in the Supply Stores until needed.
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At Regina, Edmonton, Yinnipeg, and
other divisional points me;ses are main-
tained. At detachment points where it
is neither practical nor economical to
maintain a mess ti.e members are given
an allowance in lieu thereof.

Members of the Force are housed,
wherever possible, in government-owned
quarters or in private dwellings rented
by the Government. The Leases and Rent-
als Section of the Supply Branch keeps
an up-to-date record of about six hun-
dred houses rented by the Government,
all police-owned quarters including
those of northern posts, and about sixzty
Tublic Buildings in which the R. C. M.
Tolice are provided with accommodation.
In addition this, an accurate'record
is maintained of between two and three
hundred gareages rented by the Police
for the storage of Folice cars.

About 235,000 is'spent annually
on the maintenance of Police-owned
buildings and all repairs are entered
in a ledger against tle buildings con-

cerned.
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''he Supply Branch is responsible
for all stores, not only for the Land
Force but for the Marine and the Aviation
Sections as well., Although the Marine
Section now boasts of 47 boats, mostly
cruisers and auxilliary schooners, the
Aviation Section is still in its infancy
with a fleet of four planes.

The Purchasing Branch is a civil
service section of the Mounted Police
and is ably handled by a Purchasing
Agént, who, under the direction of, the
Commissioner, makes all the large pur-
chases for the Force.

A Medical Branch is maintained at
Ottawa, headed by a civilian doctor,
who is paid a regular salary by the
Police. Members of the Force and their
families are entitled to free medical
attention but hospitalization or surgery
for otlers than.the members themselves
are at the expense of the irdividual.

The Adjutant's Branch has charge
of the personnel,of the Force.and

handles all matters pertaining tliereto,
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Dogs &and horses also come undser

the jurisdiction of this branch. There
are approximately 200 horses maintained
by the Force. This is a small number
when one considers that the Force con-
sists of over 2000 men. I'ew methods of
transportation have come to take the
place of the horse, however, and the
Tolice carry a fleet of almost 500 cars.
The number of sleigh dogs for northern
aetachments is estimated at approximetely
400,

The number of applicants for engage-
ment in tle Force during 1937 was about
2000 and of this number only 70 were en-
caged. There are many amusing incidents
connected with these applications and I
am going to take the liberty of quoting
a faw from the R. C. Ll. Police Juarterly
as given by Superintendent Kemp, former
adjutant of the Force.

{d) Occasionally one meets with applications
(1) noyal Canadian liounted Tolice  uart.rly,

Vol. 4, Number 1, July, 1936. Pages 37
and 38.
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which contain a certain amount of un-
intentional humour. One of the more
delightful efforts of this nature is
that of a young men who expressed his
desire to enlist in the Force but naive-
ly added a postscript to the effect that
he was, by the same mail, applying for
the position of hangman! A psychologist
might possibly explain the mental pro-
cess by whicg this applicant reasoned
out his choice of vocations but it is
beyond me.
" The efficacy of the finger print
system has been supported by the ident-
ification of a certain number of appli-
cants who possess criminal records. An
applicant coming within this category
had stated on his application form
that he had hever been convicted of
any offence. On proof being produced,
as a result of his finger prints being
examined, to show that he had served
a term of imprisonment for assault, he
stated, in extenuation, that in view

of the assault having been perpetrated

on his wife, such a conviction should



228

not warrant serious consideration as
it could hardly be regarded as an
offencel

" Another applicant, on attempting
to join the Force, requested that he
be engaged as & Sergeant-llajor, stating
that he had been informed that Senior
Non-Commissioned Officers were not re-
quired to groom horses, an outrageous
litel on the 'back-bone of the Force.'!
n A further humorous interlude on
the routine of receiving applications
was the case of the young hopeful who,
to test his literary capabilities, was
given the task of writing an essay on
his favorite sport. He commenced in
the following strain: ' The milk of
the cow is sweet and fresh', and tlen
subsided, giving the essay up as a

Lad job. It has fallen to the lot of
many of us in the Force, in the course
of our duties, to extract milk from
contented or even discontented cows,
but to discover an individual who

appurently regarded an eccupation of
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this nature as his favorite sport
certainly placed him in a class by
himself,

" The fanaticism with which some
p.oople devour the lighter brand of
detective thriller, imbues in some
the unshaken faith that they are de-
stined to go out into the world as
"master detectives!. The following
letter received at Headquarters is
an authentic example:

" ! I would like a job detective
work or police. But I am calling
myself a detective. I have plans
that are my own in the line of de-
tective plans. I am tienty-three,
wait 167 pounds but my prove is
what conts. I couldent tell you’
Just how I will work but if I cant
give yoQu sadisfashion I dont Want
any money from you. All I want is
my expences to go ahead. I am hoping
you will sadicefy my wants and I
will give you a few lines on it
next time. I have some plans that
has never been none before. I can
pick the gelty one every time no
foolin, believe it or not. Dont
think Im beleevin think that are
not write, Well I guess I wont
tell you any more today.!

" The following ansv.ers were sub-

mitted by one applicant:to some of the
routine questions set to test his

general knowledge:
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3.- What is your reason for desiring
to join the Force?

A.- I like to travel around the country
from place to place.

ye— Who is the President of the Canadian
7+ Railway?

A.- Mr. 75 was the only big shot I ever
heard of.

e~ Who is the Chief Justice of Canada?

A.- Don't know him, never had the oppor-
tunity of being in Court.

Je- Who is the Chairman of the Radio
Commission?

A.- lNever heard that man's name either.
J+= What is the date of Remembrance Day?

A.- When I last -noticed it it was May 10,
I think.

e— What is the difference between pro-
rogation and dissolution of Parliament?

A.- It's all the same to me, don't know
anything &about it.

" It appears hardly necessary to add
that of the illustrations given in this
article of thie various applications made,
none of.the originators havé, so far,
been successful in commeﬁcing their pro-
bationary careers as members of our
organizationti"

It will be seen by the foregoing

that the Adjutant's Branch has its
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troubles. Let us now turn to the
Criminal Investigation Branch, During
the year ending March 31, 1957, the
total number of cases handled, and
this includes Federal Statutes, Crim-
ingl Code and Provincial Statutes, was
60,237. The numper of convictions ob-
tained was. about one third of this
figure. The remainder inrcluded about
15,000 cases of unfounded complaints,
about 4,800 pending or abandoned and
the remainder either acquitted, with-
drawn, or handed over to the Department
concerned.

The Finge? Print Brainch during the
twelve months ending March %1, 1937, re-
ceived 45,424 sets of criminal finger
prints and about 24,000 photographs.
Identifications made totalled approx-
imately 8,009.

The.Ticket of Leave Section handled
a total of about seven hundred released
from penitentiaries, prisons and reform-

atories.

The Criminal Investigation branch
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is, undoultedly, the most interesting
branch of the service and the reports
on crimes handled by this department
would furnish material for numerous
Detective story magazines.,

A new Department called the Crime
Index or Modus Operandi has been es-
tablished at Ottawa. By this system
files are established at Headquarters
in which criminals are classified °*
according to the manner in which they
conduct offences., This system is
described in the Royal Canadian‘liounted
Police Quarterly for April,” 1938, page
238, as follows:

" The establishment of files at
Headquarters in which crimihals are
classified according to the manner

in which they conduct offences are
already proving of valué. Such records
are known as 'modus opsrandi! files

and wien compiled in connection with

an offence such as breaking, entering
and theft, disclose the method by which

entry was effected to the building.
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Should the criminal, to gain access
to the premises, cut out a piece of
glass to 1ift the nightlatch, or force
& rear window, or enter with a skeleton
key, or force the lock with the use of
a triangular piece of celluloid so fre-
quently found in possession of persons
gullty of this offence, details would
be recorded on the file. l"'otations are
also being made of the goods or mer-
chandise stolen. One criminal may
specialize in the theft of watches
or other Jjewellry, others the theft
of cash or valuable securities. liethods
employed in gaining.entry to safes will
also be tabulated. Some criminals make
a practice of knocking off the dial be-
fore attacking the tumblers of the safe;
others gain entry by blowing the safe
with nitro-glycerine, after the edges
of the closing jamb have been carefully
caulked with laundry so&ap."

Current opinion in Cansada at the
present time is that there s!.ould be

only one Police Force in Canada, a
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Federal unit which would deal with
all crime. ‘ihen one considers the
reduction tlere would be in the cost
of edministration and the unity which
would necessarily follow in having one
Force we are inclined to agree that
this would be a good thing for Canada.
Should this opinion prevail a still
greater future lies ahead for the
Royal Canadian }Mounted Police.

Changes in the Force from 1928
onwards as mentioned by Fetherstonhaugh
include the taking over of provincial
police duties in the Province of Sask-
atchewan in that year; development
of wireless and radio in the Arctic;
the building of the "St. Roch", two
hundred ton schooner to carry supplies
to the Northern detachments and to
patrol in Arctic waters, later to
beco.e famous with its skipper, Inspector
H. 4. Larsen, in traversing the Northern
Passage.

Time passes on. On august 1, 1931,

Comniissioner Starnes retired to pension

anc lajor-General Jasies Fowden VacBrien,
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c. B., C. M. G., D. 8. 0., assumed command
of the Force.

In 1932, Nova Scotia, Manitoba, New
Brunswick, Prince Idward Island and Alberta
followed tho example of Saskatchewan and
handed over the enforcement of provincial
laws to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
The Preventive Service of the Department
of National Revenue was absorbed by the
Force.and &5. this meant that the Police
enforced laws on sea as well as on land
a Marine Section vwas formed with thirty-
two boats at its command.

Fethcerstonhaugh's figures for the
mechanization of the Force in 1934 appeared
to him progressive but compare these with
the figures for 1945, as shown on Page 22

of the Annual Report for that year:

Motor Transport 1934 1945
Passenger Cars 385 794
Motorecycles 30 38
Motor Trucks 19 30
Railway Gas Cars ; 3
4 >
Horses
Saddle 265 138
Team . 26

291 141
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Having read this remarkable ‘History

of Royal Canadian Mounted Tolice by

Fetl:rstonhaugh in which every charter
Gepicts some phase of the Force which

is every whit &s interesting as a de-
tective "thriller" let us turn to the
questiornaires., e find that only one
student hLas read this book but we find
from his answers that he has profited

in knowledre from his reading. His know-
ledge of the Force is creditable afthough
he does err on several guestions which

he should have answered correctly as

they are to be found in Fetherstonhaugh's
history.

"Get your man" was the student's answer
for the motto of the Force; the "St, Roch"
a famous Mounted Police horse; the North-
west llounted Police organized in 1876,
prefixed "Royal" in 1886 and Royal Canadian
lLlounted Folice in 1890. Iieither did he
knov, tre nare of tlhe first Commissioner.
All these Ietlierstonhaugh makes clear in
his book, nevertheless, tiis student's

answeis were mich better than the average
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received and may be offered as a proof

that authentic writers on the subject
of the Force have accomplished some
measure of success in educating the

Canadian public on the subject,
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THE SILENT FORCE. By T. Morris Longstreth.
D. Appleton-Century Compsny Incorporated,
New York, 1927.

kr. Longstreth writes a history of
the Force but he treats his subject dy-
namically. It is not a dead history of
facts and figures but a lively narrative
in which he pictures the Force as living,
growing, developing. It is true that he
has obtained a great deal of his inform-
ation from old documents but he has not
confined himself to a mouldy basemsnt
filled with dusty reports and spoken as
a voice from the dead past.

On the contrary, although he made
the headquarters of the Force his base
of operations while collecting material
for his book he mingled with the living
members of the Force, also, visited their
homes and their barracks and absorbed
the atmosphere so necessary to make his
history a living thing. He talked with
many of tiie men of whom he writes and
learned from tiiem of their experiences.

One woulc suppose that this mode
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of collecting facts would bias the
spectator in favour of his subjegt
and lead Lim to display his own feecl-
ings. Longstreth recognizes this
possibility and in his foreword he
says, " A becoming brevity.... no
compliments......the factsl" An ad-
mirable programme for any historianl

He says, further, that the facts
were not impossible to come at and that
to the best of his belief, impartially
set down.

The unifying element in Mr. Long-
streth's narrative is the growth of the
Force, from the first chapter, whersein
he states tlhat "reveille had Jjust
wakened the Mounted Police, as a corps,
for the firsq time in history," until
the end of his book. There is no climax
as in a novel. He closes by saying
that nevw doors have been opened to the
Mounted Police. Let other historians
continue on from therei

THE SILENT FORCE commernces with

conversation, a barrack-room scene at

reveille with the men grunbling gpng
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swearing. This is an unusual way‘to
start a history. It is evident that
Longstreth does not mean his narrative
to be mistaken for history in thé strict
sense of the word. He wishes to show
history in’ the making, history with a
humen interest, the familiar personal
anecdotes from which history is made

and the nature of the people who made
it.

He uses the chronological order
but varies from the usual method. He.
divides his book into six parts, each
part rerresenting the period of time
that each Commissioner commands the
Force, thus Part 1 covers the period
from 1873-1876, during Commissioner
Trench's &adr.inistration. Part 11,
1876-1830, during the regime of Com-
missioner J. F. MacLeod, Part 111,

A. G. Iirvine's term of office, 1880-
1886, Part 1V, Comnissioner L. W.
Herclmer, 1886-1900, Part V, A. B.
verry's long term of stewsardship,

1900-1922, and Part V1, Commissioner
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Cormmissioner Starnes from 1922-. To-day
he could have added: 1931-1938, Commissioner
MacBrien, 1938- Commissioner S. T. Wood.

These parts are subdivided into
chapters. Longstreth discririnately
selected the material for 'his chapters,
choosing that which to him seemed the
most important. It may be of interest
to know exactly what the author con-
sidered the most significant events
which took place under the regime of
each Commissioner.

First is the reason for the for-
mation of the Force. Longstreth is
more daring than other historians and
gives the reasons as purely political.
Sir“John A. MacDonald in pleading for
confederation had promised a railway
linking east with west as far as British
Columbia. PFive years had passed and he
had not fulfilled his promise. The
obstacles appeared almost ins rmountable:
five hundred miles of rocky mountains
to cross over, vast plain§ occunied by

Indians who had no taste for white man's
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civilization. He called his advisers
together. The Treasury of the Dominion
had little money, consequently a great
deal could not be spared for protection
while the building of the railroad was
in progress.

4 small force of mounted riflemen
could be maintained for a half million
dollars a year. These figures would
appeal to the people; moreover American
traders were moving into the Western
prairies from the United States. If
allowed to do as they liked they would
soom move in and take over the country.
7that availl confederation then?

Orders were given for the formation
of three hundred "Mounted Rifles", Militia
to defend the border! The Americans oro-
tested. This looked like mobilization.
Sir John changed the name to '"Mounted
Police" and allayed suspicion.

IVothing more was done. The lac-
kenzie administration succeeded Mac-
Donald's. Iackenzie was not entirely
in favour of rustling tle railroad tlLrough.

It could Le cone sradually. ‘'hepn Caile
ai
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news of Indian massacres on the plains.
Hastily, 150 men were recruited and sent
over the Dawson route from Lake Superior
to Stone Fort, below Fort Garry,(Winnipeg)
and there they wintered in the 0ld udson's
Bay Fort until Jjoined the next year by 150
more men sent from Toronto via the United
States. The Force was on the move -- their
objective the land .of the Indians and of
the whisky-traders - several thousand Indians
and about five hundred traders. Could three
hundred armed men hope to subdue this law-
less band which far outnumbered them!

The route which has been described
in detail elsewhere in these pages need
not now be elaborated upon. Briefly, it
extended almost directly westward from
Dufferin, Maenitoba, crescendo ir. form,
to the Porcupine Hills at thé foot of
the Rockies. Ilfosquitoes, grasshoppers,
lack of water, prairie fires, and the
breaking-down of carts helped to retard
the progress of this small body of
determined men.

August came and it was segn that,
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encumbered as it was, the narty could

not reach Edmonton before winter. made
it iripossible to travel. It was de-
cided to split the main body, one unit
going to Edmonton under the command of
Insnector Jarvis, the remainder to travel
westward until they had reached Fort
vihoop-up, the supposed headquarters of
the whisky-traders.
Winter was approaching when the
main body came in sight of the Rocky
lountains and Commissioner French de-
cided to return to Svan River with "D"
and "i'" troops where a barracks was
supposed to have been constructed and
which would. serve as winter quarters.
"EM, "C", and "F" troops were to con-
tinue the search for Fort Whoop-Up and
dig themselves in for the winter.
Longstreth maintains,. and not with-
out good cause, that the Blackfeet Indians,
from whom the Government expected the
most trouble, weire won over without blood-
shied because the Police, and in particular
MacLeod, treszted them fairly, with in-

tegrity, neither using duplicity with nor
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tolerating it from the Indians. Instead
of robbing them the Police feasted them
and gave them gifts. As a result, they
made allies instcad of enemies.

The most significant event of
Commissioner MacLeod's regime was the
signing of the treaty with the Blackfeet,
the proudest and strongest tribe of the
Western prairies. NacLeod had from the
first nade a friend of Crowfoot, the Black-
foot chief, as proud as MaclLeod himself.

It may have been coincidence or again, it
may have been diplomacy that this important
treaty was negotiated shortly after MacLeod
was made Commissioner of the, Force. For
three years Crowfoot had known Stamixotokan
MacLeod and never had the Commissioner
deceived him.

Longstreth states fearlessly tiat it
was due to Crowfoot and to MacLeod that
at the impressive gathering of Blackfeet,
Assiniboines, Sarcees, Piegans and Bloods
the small handful of white men were not
massacred in a revel comparable to that

of Cust:r. "One clash of authority, a

momentary weakening of the 0ld ment'g
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leadership, a slightest realization of
all that this handful of pale new-comers
were depriving them of —------- "

The Treaty with the Blackfeet, Number
Seven, may be seeﬁ at the Dominion Archives
or can be read at leisure in Appendix B

of A. L. Haydon's TEL RIDERS OF THiZ PLAILS.

For the benefit of those who may
not have the opportunity of reading this
treaty I shall quote in part:
———————— And whereas the said Commissioners
have proceeded to negotiate a treaty with
the said Indians; and the same Las been
finally agreed upon and concluded &s
follows, that is to say: the Blackfeet,
Blo~d, Tiegan, S;rcee, Stony, and other
Indians, inhabiting the district herein-
aftzr more fully described and defined,
do hereby cede, release, surrender, and
vi=1ld up to the Governmant bf Canada for
Her lajesty the jueen and her successors
for ever, all .their rights, titles, and
nrivileges whatsoevsr to the lands in-
cluded within tie following limits ---0

T.ese li:iits were frqa a point on
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the international boundary due south
of the western extremity of the Cypress
Hills, west to the central range of the
Rocky Mountains and from thence to a point
due west of the source of the main branch
of the Red Deer River.

in return foi this vgst glice of land
the Indians were to have.the privilege of
hunting in this territory subject to reg-
ulations issued from time to time by Ier
Tiajesty's government 'and with the exceprtion
of lands required for settlement, mining,
trading or other purposes. This meant
that in due course the Indians would not
hunt except on tkeir reserves which were
also subject to certain restrictions.

Also, the Indians were to be granted
twelve dollars each in cash and annually
" -~ to each Dhief, twenty-five dollars,
each minor Chief or Councillor(not ex-
ceeding fifteen minor Chiefs to the Black-
feet and Blood Indians, and four to the
Piegan and Sarcee bands, and five Council-
lors to the Stony Indian Bands) fifteen

dollers, and to every other Indian of

whatever age, five dollars; the same
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unless there be some exceptional reason,
to be paid to thLe heads -of families for
tlioce belonging thereto.”

In addition, $2,000 was to be expend-
ed eacl year in the purchlase of ammunition
for the said Indians. Certain other con-
cessions, such as clothing, was promised
to the Chiefs; teachers for the Indians
were to be paid by the Government; an in-
itial gift of cattle and tools anportioned
to heads of families and to Chiefs. To this
rel.arkable document was appended a list of
names of 51 Indian Chiefs and Councillors.

It was during iacLeod's term of
office, almost during his whole term,
that ¥itting Bull made his stay in Canada,
four years of painful anxiety to the
Police in wlich fearlessness and firmness
temnpnered vwith kindness averted a catas-
trophe.

Commissioner Irvine's six years as
nead of the Force from 1880-18C6 witnessed
the bullding of the Canadian Pacific Railway,
th= estatlishrient of the headquarters of

the Torce at legina, and the Riel Rebellion.
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It was \during the period of L. W.
Herchmer's Commissionership that the
Force was called upon to police the Yukon.
In 1900, the South African War broke out
and .Herchmer obtained six month's leave
of absence to visit his own men who had
volunteered. .When he returned to Canada
he was relieved of his command of the
Force and was succeeded by Commissioner
A. B. Perry, 1900-1922.

A. B. Perry has the honour of having
served as head of the Force longer than
any Commissioner in its whole history.
(1) In 1891, tiLe population of Canada
was 4,833,239, in 1901, 5,371,315; in
1911, 7,206,643; in 1921, 8,788,483.

This population had increased by approx-
imately four million over a period of
thirty-one years. A’great deal of this
increase in population was due to immigration,
a total of arrivals in 1901 being 49,149

of which 11,810 were British, 17,987

(1) Heaton's Handbook. The Heaton Publishing
Company, Toronto, 1927. Pages 555-556.,
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from the United States and 19,352 from
other countries. In 1908, these figures
were 262,469 of which 120,182 were from

the United Kingdom, 48,312 from the United
States and 83;975 from other lands. In
1911, a total of 311,084 immigrants entered
the country of which 120,198 settled in

the prairie proviuces. O} the total number
66,620 were non-British.

It was not-to be expected tlat the
non-Eritish element would bring.British
sentiment with them. As Longstretl. says,
some of tlizm arrived with generations of
feud in their blood and the hatred of
oprressive governnents. -s constabulary
of- 639 - to eope with the proLlems of
apnroximately 165,000 people of which
one~-fourth were from foreigin countries
scattered over an area of 500,000 square
miles! Perry was equal to the task and
disposed 154 detachrents over the face
of the prairies froam which constant
natrols rode tack and forth.

It .as Perry, too, who requested

that the dignity of tl:e Force be recognized
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by the Sovereign and in 1904 his request
was granted. The North West Mounted Police
became the Royal North West Mounted Police
with Lord Minto as its first Honorary
Commissioner.

In 1905, autonomy was granted to
Alverta and Saskatchewan and the life
of the Force was threatened. It was
now the responsibility of the Provinces
to do their own policing and this in-
formation was conveyed to them gently
by the Federal Government. It dawned
upon the new legislators that this
meant a severe arain on their funds.
The taxpayers would be rudely and dis-
agreeably’ surprised. A solution was
found. The Mounted Police under orders
from the Frovincial Attorney-Generals
would police the two provinces for a
sum of $75,000 each a year, payable to
the Federal Government. The falling
shadow lifted. The Royal North West
Mounted Police would continue to patrol

the plains.

During the gold rush to the Yukon
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many fortune seekers, taking a look at
the map, considered an overland route
from Edmonton to Dawson would be pre-
ferable to going by the coast via Skag-
way. They were encouraged in this view
by clever rogues who nade their head-
quarters at Edmonton and sold goods to
the prospectors at enormous profits.
Unfortunately for the goldseekers the
maps 4did not disclose the numerous
portages, mountains, swamps and timber-
land that had to be crossed in the
1,250 miles from Idmontonto Dawson.

Large numbers of these poor un-
fortunates discovered this by exper-
ience and ended in disaster. Again,
tue Royal NMorth ‘est Mounted Tolice
playea the role of pioneers and In-
spector loodie was called upon to
btlaze a trail through the unknown
wilderness and to submit his report.
It took iz and Lis little party one
year and seven weeks and his report
vas unfavourable to a route in that

Girection.
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In 1905, the matter was re-opened.
This time the orders came from Perry
and Superintendent Constauntine was chosen
for the command. This time, too, the
trail was not only to be blazed. It must
be wide enoughsfor a wagon for four hund}ed
miles of the way from Peace River Crossing
to the mountains, thence for & pack train
to White Horse.

Twenty-two constables, six N. C. O's,
two officers and Constantine made up the
party. Hills were levelled; fires were
fought; flmpds were conquered; cuts were
graded, muskegs corduroyed and rivers
bridged for a distance of %57 miles. Three
years ~ad passed since the undertaking
had commenced and now within sight of
their goal a government decisiah halted
the work.

W/hen one reads of the hardships
endured, the privations suffered and
the indomitable energy of these men

who undertook a task because they were

ordered to do so, without hope‘of com-

pensation beyond their daily nay and
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that a mere pittance, the lLeart swells
with pride at the achievement and one
cannot but exclaim, "This is the kind
of thing that made the .Force famous,
the i.domitable courage and stead-
fast hearts of pioneers, the courage
and endurance that caused them to
blaze new trails and prepare a wild-
erness for the reception of those who
would follow and who would-reap the
fruit of their toil. Such work as this
dwarfs into insignificance the capture
of refugees from justice, the '"get your
man" glories of fiction writers.

It was during rerry's career,
too, tuhat Fitzgerald made his last
patrol and Dempster his memorable
search for the missing party.

In closing this chapter on Perry's
career as Commissioner of the Iolice,
Longstreth pays a high tribute to the
Force. =ach ti..e that the Force was
threatened with extinction some new

problem arose requiring its versatility,

its &bility to respond to any need and
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it is this phoenix-like quality which
has given it immortality.

Cortland Starnes, short, stocky,
with black, snapping eyes and a heavy
black moustache which he twirled violently
when under emotional strain, became
Commissioner in 1922, two years after
the Force becaune officially known as fhe
Royal Canadian Mounted Folice. It was
due in no small measure to the tact of
this impressive little individual that
the hostility of the East towards the
force was overcome.

With the invasion of the East the
coyal Canadian Mounted Police met new
problems to solve. The trade in nar-
cotic drugs in Eastern Canada, and par-
ticularly in Montreal, was increasing
at an alarming rate. Smuggiing goods
from the United States into Canada in
return for liquor brought prosperity
to many bootleggers.

To combat such crimes the Force

underwent another change and scarlet
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coats gave precedence to plain clothes.
A highly-trained detective department

was in the making.
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THE RIDERS OF THE PLAINS. 1873-1910.

By A. L. Haydon, London: Andrew Melrose,
Toronto: The Copp Clark Company, Limited.
1910.

TWO pupils from Calgary read this
book. It was their good fortune, as the
author is the only one, as far as can be
ascertained, who had the honour and the
privilege of having the first Commissioner
of the Force, Major-General Sir George
A, French, K. C.M. G., revise the chapters
concerning his own regime and place at
the author's disposal valuable material
respecting the earliest years of the
Force.

He received assistance, also, from
Colonel Fred ‘/hite, C. M. G., and Comp-
troller of the Force for many years, a
foster mother as it were, who nursed the
Force through its infancy and parted with
it on its maturity with a deep pang of

regret.

As THE RIDZRS OF TEN PLAII'S has been

used freely as a source of material by

later historians there is not much to

add by way of review. As in Captain
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Chanber's history the range. . of view
is very close to the period of which
the author writes; consequently more
detail is to be found of events of
the early days of the Force.

From a historical point of view
the information given in THZI RIDERS

OF TFZ FLAIYS is authentic. From a

literary point of view the author has
stated his subject clearly and éccurately.
fle has gathered his material by careful
thiinking and reading and developed it

into a serious, thorough and sustained
piece of exnlanation. It is marked by

a seVeritf of method and careful accur-
acy.

The author, before beginning his
history of the Force, takes tlie reader
taclt into the ages of antiquity, the
I"'ortii-Vest ol tre nast wiere Indians
and bison roamed at large; the coming
of %the white man, 'the priest and the
trader; tle estatlishnert of tlie two
sreat fur companies, thie Tludson's lay

and tie Great lorth-est Tur Compeany
a
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the settlerment at Red River in 1811
and 1812, the North-West Rebellion
of 1869 and the formation of the
Province of Manitoba.

In conformity with his severity
of method Haydon selects his words
carefully, using no unnecessary verbiage
and using the exact word necessary
to express his meaning. Thus he takes
the reader step by step, from the coming
of the Police to the prairies, their
problems, vicissitudes and developments,
to the year of 1910 when he asks the
question, "How long will the Mounted
Police be required in the north-west?"
and gives the answer, "So long &s the
settlement of the western country goes
on,"

To-day, he could ask the question,
"How long will the Mounted Police be
required in Canada?'" Other authors have
attempted the answer, "Other doors will

OPeN:ivasosos
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I17 SCARLET AND PLAIN CLOTHES. By T. Morris

Longstreth. The lMacliillan Company, New York.
1930.

ALTHOUGH classed as fiction by some
libraries this book merits a place in the
authentic records' of the Force. In ob-
taining the copyright for his stof& Long-
streth excepted the reviewer. As this is
a brief review it will not be amiss to
quote an extract from his foreword.

He states that for six decades the
Mounted Police have made their name one
of the familiar great names of the world,
so familiar that most people take the
Force for granted, content with knowing
that it is operating but hazy of its
precise duties. He goes on to say that
fortunately the youth of Canada are more
awake.

In view of the fact that almost a
thousand questionnaires on the Force
were sent out and a little over four
sundred were returned with answers and
out of these only two hundred fully

answered I leave it to the reader to

decide if Longstreth is right.
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IN SCARLET AND PLAIN CLOTHES is a

narrative or, more correctly speaking,

a series of narratives, tales told to

the author by men in the Force and checked
for their accuracy by the author himself
with the documents at the Headquarters

of the Force.
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WEDKLIZES, L'OVING PICTURZES, MNaGaZIlTdS,

EJ.ID L GILY TEJ.ET—BO GKS .

70T a few have derived their
knowledge of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police from the TORCNTO STAR WEEKLY and

the MQM"7EAL STANDARD. Sketches appear-

inc in these paners are necessarily brief
but like the Literary Digests they are
ideal for those who must run while they
read. Tor those who have a superficial
interest in the nmultifarious phases of
the world's activities they are par-
ticularly useful. They fall far short

of the serious student's ideal, however,
and must be supplemented by more de-
tailed matter on the subject. The

MONTREAL STANDARD of September 1, 1945,

gives a brief lListory of the Torce in
apsroximately 500 words, illustrated by
true pictures.

The T'ORT..JIST »OUL'YZD TOLICE, =

moving picture, has bteen seen by many
and on the whole is fairly accurate.
Taramount Pictures Incornorated were

"

reallyr zeanuine in thz=ir efforts to
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present tlhie Force as it was in fact
and for this purpose tl.eir renresentatives
were zent to Regina to study pnictures
and photograrhs for accurats details
of the original uniforms. A Sergeant-
Major of tihre Force was loaned to the
studios to supervise the .barrack room
and drill scenes while they were being
prepared at Hollywood. 1In spite of all
these precautions, hovevor, Hollywood's
imaginative side predominated. In one
instance a new type of hcadsear was
ci.osen and the plot. itself was imaginative.

It is gratifying, to>, to know

that quite a number read SCALLRLLT AND

GOLD. & yearly megazine pullished by
ex-members of the Force who have formed
a Veterans Association. This magazine
contaiuns many articles rclative to
experiences of tie old-tiviers themselves.

The ROY..L Cal.ulall LOUTLD LOLICH

JU..BTLLLY is, also, a valualle source
of information on the Force. It is
publisked by the Force witl. editorial

offices ir the Justice Bullding, Ottawa.


http://wlL.RTEi.LY
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The nresent editor, Sergeant 3. S. iloward,
is Lsrd-workiig and counscisntious and
no swrticle is printed in the Juarterly
tefore lLie l.&s analﬁzed it in every de-

tall for autienticlty and adartalbility

althouzh originally deslgned to
ixzpart instruction z:{ training to
members of the Force the Juarterly
hus served a troader purrose. 1t has
thelned &nd is helping to educate the
nublic on the work of the Force and
it is hoped that its range will in-
crease so that tihe Canadian FTublic
will be altle to answer intelliigently
the questions put to them by American
tourists and foreign visitors who are
anXious to learn at first-land about
the Force of whicii they have often
read but lLiave never seen. The Royal
Canadian llounted Folice are iraid in-
directly ty the people of Canada and
aitihoush under direct orders from the
Jovernment they are the servants of

the "ullic and as such it beloves the



265

people of Canada to know something
about them and the' work they have
done' and are doing in the interest
of that same Tublic.

The Quarterly costs only {1.00
a year or 25¢ a copy and is easily
obtainable by communicating with the
Editor. It contains instructional
articles such as Notes on Recent Cases,
Winter Patrols in the Arctic, Police
Broadcasting in Frairie Provinces,

The Crime Laboratory, the Museum at
Regina; articles of general interest
such as Jasper National Tark, lass-
acres in the Hills; Indians and Car-
iboo, Great Slave Lake District, N.W.T.,
articles in humorous vein and Regular
Juarterly Items such as Book Review,
Division Notes, Obituary and 01d Timer's
Column,

Literary analysis of the Juarterly
is well-nigh impossible as contributors
to the magazine range from lowly Constables
to prominent lawyers, all varying in

degrees of education ang of literg
Ty
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ability. Generally, it can be said
that the articles are informative,
written in a homely style but reflect-
ive of a genuine desire to tell the
story without ornamentation and verb-
osity. The Quarterly reflects the
character of the Force, sincerez en-
thusiastic anu genuine in its efforts
to do a good Jjob without ostentation
and display. This is illustrated in
an article. of especiazl interest by
Sub-Insneé¢tor H. .. Larsen written for
the uarterly of April, 1945. It is
entitled, "Qur neturn Toyage through
the Torth-Y'est Tassace."

As there Las been a book published
on this subject even now and, no doubt,
th=re will be more, it may be as well
to review thLe article as written by the
man wiro commanded the expedition. any-
one knowing Sut-Inspector Larsen would
not bz surrrised tliet he had accomplished

tliat which wany men failed to do. John

Calot attempted it in 1498 and reacheg
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the Hudson Strait. Frobisher, Davis,
Baffin and many others successively
took part in the search for the North-
West Passage. ZFranklin aiscovered it
in 1847 but perished with his 129
officers and men in so doing. Roald
Amundsen succeeded in 1903-6.

The 80-ton R. C. M. P. patrol

(6]

vessel "St. Roch" has become famous

with its master. The voyage was accom-
plished from west to east in twenty-
eight months and from east to west in
less than three months, a world-breaking
record. Larsen is as proud of his ship
as the old police veterans were of their
horses. This is his description of the
vessel:

(1) "Built in 1928 at the Burrard ship-
yard, North Vancouver, B. C., especially
for service in the nrctlc the "St. Roch"
has extra thick timbers of Douglas fir
sheeted with Australian iron-bark to re-
sist the gri.ding pressure’of ice floes.
This floating detachment of the R. C. M.
P, is 104 ft. long, a8 a beam of 25 'ft.,
and a draft of 125 ft. when loaded.
Diesel-powered, she was assigned to nst-
rol the Canadian Arctic and convey suoplies
to various detachments along the coast.

(L) B. C. M. P. Quarterly, Tage 299, Vol.l0,
l'o. 4, Aprll 1945,
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Siie cleared Vancouver on June 26, 1928,
put to sea on her maiden voyage with

18% tons of cargo and arrived at Herschel
Islang July 31."

Larsen goes on to tell of the many
voraces which he made with the boat and
mentions in particular the one in 1942,
In 1940, he had been detailed by the
Co.issioner to proceed to Halifax,
ova Scotia, by way of the North-iest
Vassage, 1f there was sufficlent time
tefore the usual freeze-up late in
September. The boat was then in Arctic
waters.

Because o tlie h:avy ice tlie boat was
lockad for ten months between Tlerschel
Island and ZBaaks Island. On July 31,
1941, ti:: little crew r.ached Hodman
Island. Trom tisre tley proceeded to
Boot. Island, Canliridge Bay, ZSimnbson
Rock, Lind Island, queen liaud Gulf,
Ztak, Tullock Toint, Booth Foint, Teter-
zon Cay and firally, Lccans ica;locked
in Tisley Eay, Loo%lia Teninsula. TYere
t'er renained all of tlat wi.ter, the

next .pring wad rart of *le surser.
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On August 3, 1942, they broke loose
from the ice and on September 10, weighed
anchor in Davis Strait. Then came the
homeward lap down Baffin Island and the
Coast of Labrador arriving at Halifax
October 11, ti:e whole voyage of ten thousand
miles having taken twenty-eight months to
complete.

It is of the return voyage that Larsen
writes in the article under review. On
July 2z, 1944, the St. Roch, with her crew
of 11 men, left Halifax but as the vessel
required a few &ad justments at Sydney it
was the 26th before it was really under
way. Despite dirty weather they reached
Curling Cove, Néwfoundland, the next day.

The fog was heavy at New Ferrolle
Island and at Double Island, Labrador.

It lifted at Cape Chidley. Off Hall Pen-
insula, Baffin Island, they ran into pack
ice but pushed through it to Cape St. David
on the south coast of Cumberland Sound. At
9.00 p. m. on August 5, they sighted Green-

land's high »neaks btut it was not Greenland
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for which they were bound. Turning
directly away from this land they
»eaded for the police detachment at
Fond Inlet where they took on board

an Zskimo to aid in fishing, his wife
end his mother who could do the sewing,
and Lis five childrern plus sementeen
dogs to aid in patrolling.

From iere they sailed through
Zelipse Sound and Navy Eoard Inlet,
crossed Lancaster 3ound, passed &
few icetergs near Devon Island and
reached Dundas Harbour on the 18th.

It was a few hours travel from here
that they saw tlie ruins of taree
ancient awellings made of $tones and
bones and, according to the dskimos,
built by the Tunits, a people of en-
or.wous stature, now extinct.

The route followed nww was through
llaxwell Bay, Cape Hurd, Radstock Bay,
zrelLus Bay and Beech Island. On this
island is erscted a cenotaph in memory

of tliose who perished in tle British
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Naval Expedition, 1852, under 3ir
Edward Belcher, and where the Trank-
lin expedition spent their first
Arctic winter,

On August 22, Larsen and his crew
reached Cornwallis Island, Baker Island,
vape Cockburn, and Austin Channel whare
the surface ice was forming solidly. On
Byam lMartin Island they built a cairn
for their records. On lelville Island
they sighted musk-oxen. On Dealey
Island they discovered a huge cache of
clothing and canned food, one tin of
which contained ox-cihieek soup made in
1850.

Winter Harliour, Cape Providence,
Prince of "Jales Strait, Ramsay Island,
past ‘Jalker Bay, Holman Island and the
North-West Passage from East to 'iest
was almost over. Forging through ice,
loose and dangerous, the party reached
the harbour of Tuktayaktuk - " a place
of caribou" -.

At tlLis point a heavy gale reached

hurricane proportions and ice formed
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in a solid mass. It looked as though
the party would be forced to winter
nere but Larsen says he "decided to
attempt the crossing." He gives no
details of how this was done, typical
of Mounted Folice reports, but " we
passed Pullen Island tliat evening.™
Tley left Herschel Island on' September
2, made good speed to Barter Island,
Alaska, passed through Pzhring Stralt,
into the lMorth Pacific and moored in
Vancouvsr Harbour on October 16. History
in the making but only a mesre incident
in Larsen's busy life.

History text books as a sourte of
information on the Force are very un-
satisfactory. Although ‘the Force has
made history for Canada, has made it
possiltle for history to bve made, his-
torians in:ake little rmention of tie fact.
Tioneers are gquickly forgotten in the
rusii of events which follow the tlazing

of auny trail.
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THEY GOT THIIR MAN. Ey Philip H. Godsell,
. Re G« S., The Ryerson Press, Toronto,
1932.

GODSELL'S own life is narrated in

ARCTIC TRADER written by himself and

published by the MacMillan Company of
Cénada, Toronto.

Godsell served as ‘an apnrentice
clerk in tle Hudson's Bay Company and
was stationed at Norway House. He be-
came Inspecting Officer of the Company
for the whole Northwest Distriect in-
cluding the western Arctic and has
travelled extensively in the lorth.

He is the author of several books on

the l'lorth and is feamiliar with the
couhtry of vhich he writes. He has
known personally many of tlie members

of the Force who é&re the heroes of his
tales and has talked not only with them
of their experiences‘but has, also, had
the added advantage of knowing the Iud-
son's Bay factors who were eye-witnesses

of wmany of th: scenes. The sources of

his infomation in THEY GOT TEIIR LAl
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can be found in aprendix 111 of hils book.
These are derived, mainly from conver-
sations with tl.e various parties who par-
ticipated in tle events, from old reports
and various authentic documents,

His first chLapter is on 3kagway's
Lord of lisrule, the reference being
mede to "Soapy Smith", the much-discussed
leader oq Skagway's outlaw gang.

It is essential that a writer have
a clear and adequate knowledge of the
subject which he discusses. The first
chapter, typical of all th.o cianters in
the book, can be used as & measuring-
stick of Godsell's qualifications as a
writer on tlLe subject which he has chosen
Tor his book. He obtained his story
throurh J. L. Sansom, Chief Trassenger
Loent, White Tass and Yukon Railway,
Vhitel.orse, Y. T., Harry anthon;, Fort
Yukon, slsske, witl. whom Godsell cornversed
while trevelling across .laska by dog-
team in January, 1924, and vho followed

ti gold rush in 1898; from ilartin Itzen,
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Skagway, Alaska; from a letter written
by Ex-Corporal Storm Piner who had been

stationed at Dawson; from TL . RTIGI" OF

SOAPY SMITH by Collier and Vestrate;

TCRTY Y...kRD IN CANADA by Colonel S. B.

~teele, C. B., M. V. 0., and from the
Annual Reports of the R. Ii. W. M. Folice
1895-1898,

Unless one is fully acquainted with
the characters of the men from whom God-
sell derived his story it is impossitle
to judge the accuracy of tlreir statements.

Steele, wio wrote FORTY YiAR3 IN CAIFADA

is one of the sources of information on
the sul ject and is a competent authority
as he was in charge of the 1", V. Li. T.
posts in the white and Chilkoot nasses
during tl.e Flondyke Gold Rush of 1898,
ard was a member of tlLe Yukon Council;
l’a jor Harwood Steele, son of Colonel,

leter llajor-General 3° B. Steele, wrote

POLICI. 7 TI'E LRCTIC &and derived his

story of "Coapy"' Smitnh from tlhe same source

as well as from TUL amIGN OF SOARY 37177
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Ly Collier and /estrate, plus the annual
Renorts, 1795-98. It will be seen, there-
fore, ti.at although Stuele anda Godsell
used the same sources of infoimation, God-
sell Lad tre adventagre of having conversed
witl. r.en who were in Alaska and the Yukon
durineg the period of "Soapy" 3Smiti's dep-
redations,
_otl. men wvere arreed that there was
no law znforcement in Skagway, Alasksa,
and taling advuantaze of tuese chaotic
conditions Jeff-rsom Randolph Smith, oti.er-
wise knovn as "Soany' for his dexterity
in selling cakes of soap in Denver at "5.00
apiece around some of which he wranned
bills o” lar~= Cenominations, tecame the
Lord of all tlis misrule. '/ith one hund-
red and fifty kiundred snirits he robbed
the travellers directly and indirectly,
b sarbli -, dance-halls, direct rolbery
On the ntler sid- of the pass, on
Canadian territory, were tiio licunt:zd

olice whio maintalinsd order and coll=ctad
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customs duties. One hundred and fifty
thousand dollars had been collected for
the Canadian Government and this had to

be transported out via Skagway. Inspector
Wood, later Assistant-Commissioner, was
chosen for the task.

Inspector Wood closed the office at
the pass over which the travellers came
from Skagway and quietly let it be cir-
culated that he was being transferred
back to the plains taking with him noth-
ing but his bagsage and boatmen. On
June 9, 1898, he left with a small party
for Victoria via Chilcoot, Dyea .and Skag-
way, where tliey were to meet the steamer
"Tartar®.

Altrough Steele tells us that a row-
btoat of roughnecks followed them when
they embarked at Dyea to cross the bay
to Skagway and that Wood told them to
keep their ‘distance or he would shoot,
Godsell amplifies thLe tale.more adequately.
He .says that the ruffians showed thieir

intention of ramming the PqQlice boat and
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gave orcers to "lay-to". In answer
to their commend Jood &and his men
swune their rifles over tiie gunwales.
This kept the would-be marauders at
a distance,

At the wharf at Skagway, Soapy
and his gang were on hand to meet the
rolice. Steele is content with telling
us that the "Tartar'!s” hurricane deck
was lined with sailors armed with
rifles and that in trhe crové was another
armed group of R. N. R. men., Godsell
is morerdramatic. Ie points out that
Soapy guith's attention was drawn to
tre "Tartar" by learirg the crisp
nrders ri.xizg out to the sailors to

evel thelr rifles. He does not men-

b=~

ti-, Lovever, the armed group of R.I".3.

men vho were moviac throush the croud.
wond and Soapy m:t face to face

V.t Soapny, seeing the rifles and re-

alizing duager, merely smiled and in-

vited Wool to stop over at Skusway for

a ay or tvo.
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Carrying 150,000 dollars in gold
and notes in thelr kit bags the little
party of policenen nassed safely up the
gangvay to 'the "Tartar".

The climax to Soapy Smith's career
carie wvhen Frank Reid, city engineer for
okagway, and bitter enemy of Smith drew
his revolver upon being attacked by the
latter. There was a misfire ana Soapy's
gun blazed. Reid fell, mortally wounded,
but 'did not die instantly. He had time
to raise his own revolver and shoot Smith
through the hesart,

Godsell tells the story with dramat-
ic interest, how a John D. Stewart on
his way out from the Klondyke with -bhree
thousand dollars worth of gold dust was
led by Cmith's satellites to "Jeff's
Place", a saloon managed by the-redoubt-
able Soapy, and there robbed of his "poke";
how the shrewd Scot told his story to
the editor of "The Alaskan", the Skagway
paper, and to several merchants unfriend-

ly tc Saith; and how the citizens were

aroused to such a degree that they formeg
e
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a comnittee who demanded that Soapy
return the stolen pokxe. '/hen he re-
fused Reid warned him to have it ready

Lsr

o

six o'clock the saiae day. The com-
mittee appealed to the Judge at Dyea
who came post haste to Skagway. He
called Smith before hir. and echoed
feiu's earlier iujunction with the
threat that if the poke were not re-
stored he would issue warrants for the
arrest of every member of the gang.

At six o'clock the crowd had
cathered at "Jeff's Place." Soapy
owith came to the doorway but not
witl. the poke. Instead he carried
a rifle anG invited the mobt to come
and get him, him and his four hundred
men. The 1wob retired to discuss the
matter. .t length, six citizens were
caosen as guards, among them Frank
Rrela, to protect the confer=nce to
2 held at Juneau Wharf. Only re-
sponsiltle citizens were to be admitted

to the coulerence to aiscuss ways and

mesns. It vas the duty of tlLe fuards
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to keep.away those not in this category.

Soapy Smith decided to atiend the
meeting. As he approached the wharf he
was challenged by Frank Reid who had his
revolver pointed at the outlaw. It is
at this point that Godsell briugs his
dramatic abilities into play and pictures
Soapy screaming for Reid not to shoot,
at the same time swinging his own gun
forward. Reid is deaf to all entreaties.
He pulls the trigser and so does Soapye.
What Steele claims as a misfire Godsell
states was the blending of the reports
of the two firearms, evidently mistsaken
for one shot. Reid fired again as he
droppoed- to the ground but Soapy, too,
had been hit. TFrank Reid lived twelve
days before .he died from the bullet
wound and was buried only a few yards
from the man who had been Skagway's
terror.

Altiough Godsell did not have the
advantage of taking part in all of tle

experiences which he relates he has ob-

tained a very definite knowledge of them
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from those who did participate. 1In his
fifth and sixth chapters he narrates

anothaer murder case which took.place

in 1902. He read a full report on this
case written by ex-Corporal -torm Piper
who had been sent with Insnector Howard
to investicate th-. corpse stiranded in a
slough in one of tlhe Yukon's backwaters.

Tiner found a i.etal tag on a key-
ring whicin kore a  uebec address. As
Constable Purns was able to speak French
he was assigned to the case. Furns,
aft :r some difficult detective wnrk,
arrested one of the rniurderers but there
ras yet another. Tuhis latter, Detective
Constalle “Vaelsh appreliended in Nevada.
Botli confessed tliat murder iiaéd been done,
but each accused the other.

Realizing that these conflicting
conf=ssions could defeat the ends of
justice, Insrector Routledge sent Corporal
Tiner and Constatle ‘joodhill to invest-
igz’.e the caup-site on tle island where
the murder, or ratuer, murders krad talien

rlace Tor before the investigation was
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over two other bodies had been found.
The exhibits produced by Corporal Piper
at the trial convicted both the accused.
He had found two discharged .44 calibre
shells belonging to tle revolver owned
by one of the accused and a number of
45:90 shells ejected from weapon owned
ty the other.

Godsell at this point in his nar-
rative fails the reader. ®*The natural
question is "How does this evidence
convict the two men? The bullets could
have been fired at caribou, wolves or
bears. The mere presence of ejected
shells atthe camp-site proves nothing."

It had been rroved that the shells
were of the same calibre as the weapons
owned by the two men resrectively. ‘Jhat
Godsell fails to say, Major Steele sup-
plies in his POLICIMNG TEE ARCTIC.

At the coroner's inquest of the
first Lody found the v-rdict was that
"the man had been shot in the head

twice with a heavy"calibre rifle and

in the baCk With a reVOlve 0
1.



284

In resding the various histories of
the Force one cannot fail toodbserve the
similarity in the selection of material
by the various authors. If the authors
lirnit their s»here to the lNorth the story
of "Soapy Smith" takes precedence, the
O'Brien case follows in due course, the
Bouthilette case, the traders at Herschel
Island, the Charles King case, the Fitz-
gerala patrol, the wurder of the two
priests, the murder of the fur trader,
Janes, thz Doak nmurder case.

The methods used in carratiug these
cvents are as various as the authors.
Godsell clotles his stories with details
omitted by many of the other authors,
apparently the result of having heard
many gf tl.ese tales v.rbally from the
participants. In this way his narratives
create the sane effect upon th= reader
as. do the modern detective thrillers.

Ais statements are concrete, amplified
by detailed particulars. He describes

“erschel as a lozenre-shianed island
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and gives its length as eleven miles,

its width.as four. Steele is content
to call it a "little rock", "an Arctic
raradise - or Inferno."

Godsell's description satisfies
both the imagination and the intellect
and is & model of lucidity. He achkieves
fulness of expression without being
verbose. In.one paragraph he has given
the reader a full and satisfying de-
scription of the island. It is lonely,

unattractive, a mass of glacial ice,

with a counterpane of soil capable of

produeing a hundred kinds of plants
and '7ild flowers during the bvrief
summer season but in the winter the
gscene of bitterly cold and howling
blizzards.

His descrintion of the island on
Page 64 of the book under discussion,
is given in one nara raph of two sen-
tences, one sentence containing 56 words.
One would be inclined to think that
such a sentence would be confusing. In

the hands of an amatehr this would be so.
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Godsell proves his mastzry of the art
ol writing in this sentence. It em-
Lodies one definite and rounded con-
cention, gives an impression of oneness
and contains no particulars not isnediately
relevant to the malin statenent.

Tow does he achieve this result?
Ty avoiding the common pitfeall of joining
his clauses by "ands" and "buts" and
the consequent frequency of compound
sentences. TI'e uses the complex sentence
with all the skill of a practiced writer,
groupiag the thoughts together iqﬂigch a
vay that it makes a strong impression of
uhity. Te places tie important idea at
the first of the sentence where it should
la., Tle reader is told in the first
sentence o tlie praracraph that Herschel
!s an island, its shane and. its dimensions.
Ir. the next sentence e zains immediately
the precominant impression - a lonely and
unattractive rmass of rlacial ice. His
vislons of a trorical islané tearing

liscious fruits and glorious palms are
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are dispelled immediately had i.e any
such thourhts. The remainaer of the
sentence intensifies this first in-
pression of cold and loneliness al-
though one is given a glimpse of the
sun, however brief.

In his third paracraph Godsell
tells us thut the Inrortance of Iler-
schiel Island arose from the fact that
behind a sandsr it Juttin~ out from its
south-eastern coast wes t'e snug little
hartour of Fauline Cove, a haven of
refuge for american whraling vessels,
In the next, he describes tle native
inhatitants of the island, their mode

of e¥istence and their 'contentacnt.

,,
§

whk

Thie american whalers tried to
cuange all this by creatiug in tle
nautives a desire for liquor, white

men's 'clothiny and tawdry finery and
having accoplished this they were

now ready to exchange these thingcs

for furs. It was a profitsvlé Lusiness
for-the white ‘man but led to wild or;.es

among the Iskimos and, worse yet, to
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bioodzl.ad. Iu time, debauchery and con-
taiination reduced thie number of two
thousand natives to four Lundred.

It s;us at this point tiat the
..oyal Tortl.-Jest lL.ounted Tolice de-
cided to extend its "scarlet tentacles™”
and ~ergeant Fitz;-wrald, the Inspector
fitzgerald of the tra_ic l.acilierson-
vawsou natrol several ywars later, was

red to establish a detachment at

O
L]
o]
]

Herschel island.

Gods<ll does not spare the reader
in hiis descrintion of thz debaucheries
perpetrated on that lonely island nor
coes he minimize the danger to the lives
of the two men, Fitzgerald and Constable
Zutiherland, who found tl.amselves placed
in tue nidst of lawless crews from seven
whaling vessuls - three hundred men to
wiion. nurder v.as a were incident.

In passing, it may ke as well to
mention the nume given to the northern
trivez dwelling on the “retic coast.

Originally, they were desigrnated as



289

as Zsquimaux, singular Zsquimau, a name
given to them by the Abenaki Indians
meaning "eaters of raw flesh." The nop-
ular spelling and the one used by the
majority of modern authors is "uskimo",
piural "Eskimos." DBoth the wWebster and
the Oxford dictionaries list the two
nanes but Oxford's gives the plural of
"iskimo" as "iskimoes." llost nouns end-
ing:in -0 take tie plural - es but there
are- exceptions such ac folio, folios,
quarto, quartos. There seems to Le no
hard and fast rule, therefors, we may
accept Godsell's spelling of ".skimos™®
viithout any qualms of conscience.
Fodsell tells of the Charles ¥ing
case and although it is, too, & case
which 1as bteen told by the majority of
ariters on the Mounted Folice, both in
fiction and in non-fiction, Godsell tells
it in such logical sequence of deteails
that a reuder who icrintérested in de-
tsetive stories would have the opportunity

of asing Lis ima:ination before the
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mystery was solved and a jury would have
no trouble in connecting the evidence., It
shows, too, an ability on the part of the
suthor for qeveloping his topic omitting
.o detall of special significance.

The scene is the l'ackenzie Easin,
the ti e S.:ptember, 1904. D3Staff-Sergeant
Ancerson was returning in the afternoon
from a visit to tiie Fudson's Bey post
vhere lie nad called upon the factor,
who wus &also a Justice of the Tesace,
to vitn:se the amount of oney lLe had
taken fromn a corpse found in Buffalo
Tay, the body of an unr-lishman who had
lLean drowned in tlese waters tie previous
spring.

.nderson was Jogvlng alonz on his
horse wien ke ltecare aware of an Indlan
following him. The Inéian vas llistoos,

a Cree cl.ie fron the neic

s
<
by

L

’.l.

Frour

n

sucker Li-ke THeswrve,
The chief tola the nolicersrn a
strance tale. ., sbiart ti.ue Lefore =

tall, black-leurded .ian, in company
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with a man called "Char-lee" had cur:iped
at the reserve. Two days later "Char-lee"
had ridden off with all the horses, branded
"Diamond C", but the tall man had dis-
arneared. The chief found his cattle
pawing over the ashes of the camp-fires
which the vale-faces had 1lit.
That evening at the barracks thLe
cook casually mentioned the departure
of Charlie I'ing with a goodly number of
traps, in narticular, a huge bear-trap.
Anderson rode over to the Indian
Reserve and plied the chief with questions,
elieitinge valuable information. The
chief's two children had visited the
camp of the two white men and had received
food. They watched the taller of the
two sewing with a blg needle a piece of
leather to his gun-stock. The white
man wore a fingerless glove which he
used to push the needle into the lestlwr,
e wore a belt with a large silve:r lucile
ard had a collie dog. The men said they

were on their way to the settlement. The
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next day the tall man had disappeared
and "Char-lee" left three. days later
with all the horses and the traps. The
dog was unwilling to leave but the man
led it away by means (of a string.

The chief'ssquaw, eager to obtain
some ashes .for making lye, went to the
deserted camping-ground. In the asﬁeg
she had found a burrned cloth with &
button attached.

This curious set oft circumstances
may have meant nothing except for the
fact that the weatler was warm and such
a large camp-fire was not warranted.
Aancerson decided to push his investigation
further. He sifted the ashes.

The Staff-Sergeant was noﬁ a man
easlily horrified tut his discoveries
must have made.him shiver. First, he
found & piece of bone, then two more,
then a piece of flesh and finally a
heart. Tis further search revealed
more lLones and pieces of burned cloth.

Bein_ a policeman, not a doctor,



293

Ancderson did not attempt a conclusion.
The bones and flesh could belong to an
animal but the heart was very like a
numan heart. He went to a near-by slough
and waded in knee~deep. The Indian
followed with a rake and dug up ¢ batter-
ed 0ld kettle which the children recog-
nized as the one which had been used by
the two white men.

surveying the ground around the camp,
the policeman discovered the imprints of
moccasins, the footgear of an Indian. He
cantered over to the settlement to inter-
view I'oise Gladu, & half-breed. In tle
half-treed'!s cabin hung a large number
of traps which Gladu explained belonged
to Clarlie Xing whn wanted to sell tlrenm
as he vwas going out by the next steamer.
At this moment King entered.

The greetings were friendly and
anderson was soon engaging the new-comer
in conversation. F¥King seemed to have
nothing to conceal. He told tl.e police-

man that he had met a man called Leamsan
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Hear tl.e Sand Hills and that together
they had cawmped on the reserve. Two
days later Leaman started off alone
for Sturgeon Lake. Certairnly there
was nntling altout King's appearance
or wanner, to arouse suspicion. Could
the nla Cree cl.ief be nrotecting one
of hls own braves by turning suspicion
on Ling?

Returring to the htarracks Anderson
despatciied Constizl.1le Lowe to 3turgeon

azke. A few nights later a half-breed

l—-l

from Sturceon Lake came to the barracks.,
He Lad net Coastable Lowe on the vay
tbut he Lad nothinz to report.

"hen the halfsbreed had departed
ol. .18 way wo the Ilission, ..nuerson
vuckled on I'is revolver, nut a pair
of Lendcuffs in his rocket and sauntered
towaras the Tludson's TFay nost. Arriving
thcre l.e asked the factor for a warrant
for the arrest of Churliie iling.

‘fhiz was an unpopulsr nove in the

N -
1

settloment. ..itderson L.ad no evidence
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and would never gain a& c-~nviection,
In the meantime King had missed the
boat which would take him to civil-
ization. Ue was pitied by the native
inhebitants who now made him a .1artyr.
Anderson, unperturbed, returned
to sift more asiies. He found more bone,
a blackened waistcoat tutton and @« broken
cobtler's needle - and from the slough
a pair of top-boots and inside these a
Lundle containing & nugget tie-pin, a
sovereign case, part of & g¢old watch-
chain, an empty cartridge shell, & watch
and a broken needle. The two pleces
of needle fitted perfectly; the sov-
ereirn case pointed to an Inglishman,
"Then Constable Lowe returned from
Sturgeon Lake with no news he was de-
tailed to escort King to Zdmonton for
trial. In the meantime, Anderson,
after careful thought, set about to
drain the slough. Fe was rewarded
with a silver buckle from the belt

of the missing white nan.
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¥is next move was to Idamonton. VWhile
tiere he visited a harness shon» where he
found the saddler sewiuy some leather
traces. On lis Land he wore a sewing-glove
similar to the one daescribed by‘the Indian

boy as bLelonging to the missing men. Upon

[N

nquiry he learned that Ll.e. saddler had
‘sold just such @ one to a trapner the
nrrevious suaner. This helped very little,
tut snderson nursuec his investigations.

- trader st the Hudson's 3ay store had

2 record of sale of a Lear-trap to oune,
sovard Hayward, sucust 14,

The nate of Ting's companion was
Leaman- but that was I'ing's story.
anderson searched the hotels, scanning
tlhe'registers. 4t last! On the Zdmonton
Hotel register for Asugust 14, were two
naxres together - Charlie King and Zdwarc
Hagviard.

The proprietor remembered both men,
Tucy Lhad laft theifr trunks in the basement
oT the hotel for safe-keenin. until they
would return from the Iorth. Hing was

‘n nossezcion of & rinz and keys when he
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the trunks was a nmatter of a few ninutes.
Hayward's trunk contained, amon: other
tliings, a letter from his Lrother George,
in sngland. To hin Insp:cter Sirickland
wrote for a dosciription of his bLrother,
Lawerc. Lowe located the man who had
sold the "Diamond C" lLiorses - to Hay-
ward, and the women vho had sold the
yellow collie - to Ilaywsrd.

« Tew weeks later George Hayward
arrived from Ingland. Iz told the
Insnector of & stran-e dream thst he
hed had the nrevious Septe:.ter and
stranser still the location of the
crime in the dream coincided with the
actual location. To verify his state-
ment he vnroduced a clipning from an
English newspaper which told of the
dream. The dream occurred on the night
of tnhe murder.

Feorge Hayward was taken to the
stone gaol anc from a line of nrisoners
identified Charles King &s tl.e murderer

whom he had seen in iiis aream. Curiously

enough, at the trial it was revealed
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that the Cree chlef's son had heard
two slwts during the niglt and had
visited tre camp the next day to find
that tih tall xan had disappeared.
Georsa Hayward .ad tola ti.e Insrector
sreviously to this that two shots had
been fired amccording to Lis dream.

The lones were certiflied Ly a
pathologist as Lein- purt of a human
skull., T..» moccasin footprints were
thnse of an Incia:n woman who gave
testirony at the trial thiat she lLad
visited the camp on the ni: ht of
Farm.ard's diseprearance, wit. the
ob,ject of selling = palr of moccasins.
The nour was after midanicht., As sie
approaci..eé bsune heard the veices of
ti.e two 11en as thoush in a quarrel,
t.en two loud explosions. This es-
t-blicihicd a motive for the cri.ne and
ith t.e evidence of the broken nesdle,
the gonds sold to Tfayverd anc [ound
n possessiou of I'irg, the human bLones

in ot e oshec and tie exhilits found in
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thie slouch sufficed to convince a jury
and King paid the extreme penalty for
his misdeed.

In telling this story Godeell huc
coeomplisted what others have failed to
do., He has filled in the aetails so
that the reader can convince liinself
of Xing's guilt. The lones found in
the ashes of the camnp-fire were proved
to be those of a hurman skull. The bear-
trap found in King's rossession had been
sold to an Edward Hayward. The needle
and the fingerl:ss ;love had teen used
by Lesman according to eye-witnesses.
Thzse same eye-witnesses had seen the
man wearing the belt with the silver
tuckle. They had seen, also, the un-
willingness of the yellow collie to
follow King and, knowing that a dog
usually followed his master without
hesitation, beécame suspicious; further-
more, Leaman was not to te found al-
though King said he had gone to Htur-
geon Lske., The evidence so far in-

dicated that ja human being had been
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murdered and !.is body turned.

-r e

“ing was in »nosszesscion of certain

[ 2]

rticles known to have belonged to his

w

companion anc otlier articles had been

found either in the slough or umong the

v

ashes., To ideutify Leaman witl Idward
Zayward was the next step. This was

acen:ipllisiied by gaining a description

or Tayward from lLils brother and the

-

d=zntification of tlie watch-chain,

| ]

sovereign cesse and tie-pin; Ly the
fact that tle horses ana trawns had
lLeen sold to Tayard; snd that Hayv.ard
haa left Ldrwonton in company with
Clharlaes I'ing.

Tlie motive could have been the
result of a nuarrel tut as King took
posses:=ion of the hnrses and the traps
it - as evidesntly robbery. ALn empty
cartridge s:lell was found. Godsell
fails t» account for t'.e calilre, whethler
or not it corresponded to Tinz's cun
and wry two shells wer: not found us

two s)10ts supposedly hed Leen fired
[ ]
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To-day, this would be an important

consideration in &ny court of luw.
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TOLICTI'G TEZ TOP OF THE WORLD. By Herbert
Patrick Lee. John lLane The Bodley Head

Limited, London, 1928.

Lz opens the first chapter with the
question, "How does it feel to be living
on top of the world - "

Before answering this question the
author tekes the reader back to civil-
ization where, as a veteran of “Jorld War
1, he becomes restless with civilian life
and Jjoins the Royal Canadian liounted Folice
witl. the hope of "tasting'" further advent-
ure. His hope 1s realized in July of 1922
when he is selected with eight others from
a large group of volunteers for service in
th= Sastern Arctic,

He describes briefly the trip from
uebec to the Arctic Circle in the Govern-
ment patrol ship "iretic" commanded by
Captain Bernier, veteran Canadian explorer.
within the Arctic circle, and within sight
of the giant claciers of Greenland, Lee
pauses in nis story to answer the guestion,
"Low does it feel to be living on top of

toe vorlden
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The feellirp, for hir, ut this point
is one of exhilaration, the annrecistion,
which he feels Unable to express in words,
of the magnificent spectacle of the mid-
night sun, the deep blue of the arctic
sea, the exquisite variety of colours
flashirg from the Greenlund glaclers and
the cautl.edral-shuned icelergs toverlin:
into the eky with their bases deer in the
ocean.

The chantar ends with Cantain Eernier's
success in lreaking through the tarrierc
Of ice in llelville bBay to clear water
sufrounding Baffin Land.

The next ch~pter besins with the
arrival of the rarty at Iond Inlet and

heir aceting with 3ergeant Joy who had
with Lim the murderers of Robert Janecs,
fur trader.

The toat was unable to reaclh land
on acco.nt of the ice; conseauently the
cuptain steered towards ._llesmere Lanc,

the "ton of the world" for Lee and his

six companions for the next twg .
Jears
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Lee descriles it as one gsicantic glacier

N t

wisich dronped its broad mouth into the
sea near Cape Yenuyson.

This ¢igantic lacier is 400 miles
1oaz and has an area of 76,000 squure
miles. Crai; Ilsrtour, the point on the
island on wiielt tue detacl..ent guarters
vere erected is less than 800 miles from
the I'ort.. role.

Sullc, Cucks, gezse, walrus, seals,
aince musk-ox c¢o prise tlie anircl 1iTa on
tle islend while {rass and ross renresent
the veretalle life anéd tidls only on the
lower slores.

It was with a feelinz of unutterable
loneliness tlat Lee and his comhanions
watchad t'e "arctic" »ull awoy fron those
lleak shores - ths last lisk with civil-
izwvion.

T test way to keep fror Leing lonely
wes to lreen busy aud ttey found plenty to
(0. 1 necvt ol fresh meat they vert in

s reh 0f nmusk-oxz and s»ent tieir first



305

night in an igloo. Lee umurvelled at the
warmtl, of the snowhouse heuted only ly a
couple of candles.

from the end of Octoler until the
middle of TFebruary the island was in aluwost
total darkness and on certain days. & blsck
mist came inlané from Paffin Lay meking it
neecessary to use a storm lantern outside.
TLose Gays were weury oncze for the little
party who amused tl:melves as best they
could.

Jith the coning of llay the suthor
expresses his delight with h:ariie noise.
Puring the winter everytiing. 1 ac Ilvrozen.
The stilinress was so intense that wien
ey came,  bLrianzing the sound of rushing
water and the screeciaing ol gulls, noise
was as nusic to the ears.

Snowblindness was one of the dis-
comforts ol Arctic s ringe and summer.

Wihen nn snow gclasses were availatle tle
mer. followed tiie custom of tine ITskimos
and wore gocyles wade of bone with &

narrow slit cut Lorizontally.
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m™.e sadtlest event of ftlhis sojourn
in tle desolate izland was the death of
little "Buw.ny", five-year-old czughter
of the liskimo guide. 3he died of tuber-
culosis in early July and they bLuried
her on the hillside at nearly one o'cloclk
in the morning, the Lskimo, I'zkto, fatlier
ol t'.e little girl, readin. the service
in his ovn langusge from a mission nrayer-
book. Tie tracedy weas Leislitened by the
scene itszell, a barren wind-swent-valley,
a sea Gotted with ice, and the glacier-
toind coast of MNorth Devon in tlie distance.,
after twelve months tlhe "Arctic®
returned to Craig Harbour and one can
well imagine the thrill of ecstacy withh.
which slie was welcorneé. 7o *tlese lonely
policener it meant mall, nsws fro:n the
"outside", snd not least, new faces and
new voices. 'What could te sweeter after
a year of conf’..erent in an icet~und
la:.d where one saw the ssme faces day
after asy and listened to tl.e sa1e voicesl

vihen tie "arctic? left for the South
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she took wit!: her the lskimo guide &and
his fawily, Inspector Wilcox and two of
the party from Zllesmere Land ;eaving
Corporal llichelson and Constables Lee
and Anstead behind. In the meantime,
oti.er udskimos from Treenland had been
broucht to Zllesmere to stay witl. the
little rarty. Amoung tlese was &a sicty-

year-old mskimo, Tanik-pa, who had .wade

th

.

[q1]

trip in 191)1 with Dr. Cook surposedl:
to tue T orth Tole. Tanik-pa nad & differ-
ent story, however, and told Lee that in
actuality Cook hud crossed to Cape lubine
and *travelled westwards until they reached
tie head of flagler 7iord, crosced the
riourtain: cass over Zllesmere coust, de-
scenciny into Zurelln Jound. To reach

tlie north pole they should Lave turned

nort: from lLere along tie Slles.iere

coast. Irstead, Uiey turned soutl aud

crocsed ovar to uaxel Teter: wLand und

jourineyed from there to Torth Devon and

from there to Stah, Greenland.

all tlis Panlk-pu told Liue one night
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as they camped in &n igloo some ~iles
from Craig orbour. Lée was &ble to
converse in the Zskimo language and

he found the old man gquite entertaining.
The:next night, however, he spent alone
in the igloo, Fanik-pa having returned
to Cralg Harbour with a load of meat.

e descriles it as the "height of lone-
liness" and welcomed the:comnanionship
of 'his little yellow dog. Thke next day,
he, too, returned to Craig Harbtour, which
he had left two weeks tefore vwit:: Panik-
pa, and although Crei_ Harbour is about
€00 miles from the llorth Pole it seemed
like a heven of 'refuge and harpiness by
contrust with his ni-hts spent in an
igloo 1n comrany vith a gulde, who spoke
only a few words of snglish. Here at
Cralg Zarbour, seated beside a warm

stove, eating from a table and con-

'..h

versing in J.7lish it hiz tvo com-
panlons Lee, for the time teing, ex-
reriewced the zenitl. of happiness.

another aunerience wiich was account-

oL
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ed as a tiragedy was the burning of the
detachment quarters in the middle of
February when the weather was cold. Even
to one living in civilization the buirn-
ing of one's home is a tragic experience
but when this hanrpens thousands of miles
from any source of supplies tine tragedy
is many times worse. with true tradition-
al courage Lee =nd his companions set
about to imyrovise a new home in the
blubber shed but many of their conveni-
ences had been lost in the fire. All
tl.eir reading waterial was gone and
their best stove, together with ten

tons of coal.

I1t"was with more than happiness
that the boys met the "Arctie" that
year. in August and the tregedy of the
fire was forgotten in the joy of meet-
ing o0ld friends, obtaining surrlies of
toiletry, such'as toothbrushes, razors
and soap, and of sitting down to bacon
anc eges and civilized fare which we in
moGcern cities take for granted every

day of our lives,
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POLICING THE TOP OF TH. WORLD is

a very interesting book written in a
familiar style exactly as the author
would tell you the story in conversation.
lHe has developed his topic wegll and

has answered fully the question which

he asks at the beginning of the first
chapter, "How does it feel to te living
on top of the world?"

Many authors are inclined to exacgerate
when writing about their own exgeriences
but Lee has not erred in this direction,
in fact, he has given a modest recital
of what must, at times, have been narrow
escanes f;om death.

~dt has given me a great deal of
pleasure to review Herbert Patrick

Lee's POLICING TIL. TOr OF TU. @ CLLD.

I knew the- author personally and was
his room-mate in Barracks. He Jjoined
the Force:at winnipeg in i920 after
haviug served three years in the London
occottish Regiment and the Royal Air

Force. He vas emrloyed in the Criminal
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Investigation Brancih at Ottawa from
December, 1921, until he departed flor
the I'orth in July, 1922. In his book
he describes his experiences from this
time until he returned from the Forth
in 1924,

He left the Force in January of 1925
and went to the United 3tates where he
beca'ie enraged in newspaper work with
the Mewark llorning Lec-er. Later, hz
transferred to the Vew York Daily :ilirror.
From 1928 to 1929 he vorked in Paris on
tae Taris Tines, and the next ycar re-
turned to tie United 3tates where he
joined the staff of the I'ew York 3un.

In addition to I OLICI.LG THZ TOP

OF THT JORLD he wrote, Ty IITaIT.Gd

OF TC 1'O0LTE, THi GIZL JuLOil BaFTII Lal’ld,

BAFI"!S GOLD and HSLL'S TLuEDROR}. Iis

last »ublished work was a novel I'ORTH

o

T 7% 3TARS  which apreared serially

in t.e Argosy liagazine from July 18 to
huzust 8, 1936.

It was with a feeling of deep g¢rief
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ti.at I heard his death announced over the
radio iun November, 1936. On the night

of lovoumber 10, Lee attanded a dinner

(]

iven by R.. H. liacey and Company, Dis-
tributors, Long Island City. The cowmpany
warehous: lies leside the tracks of the
Long Island Railroad which criss-crosscs
in various spurs to ¢ifferent storage anc
aistrivuting: tuildings in the vicinity.

Tha dirrer ended after midnicrht and Lee

1~

witin otlier guests left the building on
th.eir way l.ome.

It ‘s believed t!at Lee left the

o

tuildins on the freight side where a
long freic't train was stationed on the
spur sdjacent to tle vrarehouse, and
sttemnted to walk around tle end of the
trair to reach a street car. Tie train
started and he was krocked down, suffer-

ing a crusiued leg. *Iis cries were heard

—

y & freight employee who swuioned the

nolice. L=e was removed to a hospital

vut fail=¢ to resrond to tlood trans-

-~

fusions and c¢isd from internal injuries
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at 10.05 ..l

Lee's account of his experiences
in the Iorth sets an exawple of modesty
which could well be followaed Ly other
writers recounting their experiences.
A sincere desire to relate things as
they were end & comnlete lack of
Lragradocio narks ris tale of the I'orth.

Lzse had the respect of all uis
comrades in the Force and those who
served with him on that lonel:; detail
at Zllesmere Island will vouch for the
authenticity of his narrative. dome
of tizt 1little party are still with
thie Fforce ana they would endorse heart-
ily my sincere desire that more authors
of Tolice stories would inivate Lee's
examnle and make an earnest effort to
represent the Force as 1t really is and
not as tliey imagine it to be.

‘Je have seen that some have done
this and in so doing have exposed the
fiction writers ian tleir uisrepresent-

ation of the Force. Steele, for instance,

has shown thet Arctic service i not
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tze ~la:orous life that fiction vriters

wvould hLave us believe; Teti. . rstonhamuch

+

has rointed out the authentic cazes of

lieroismy; Longrstreti. has shovn the de-

=

vzloomei:tt of the Torce; Godsell has
aramatizad tie truth but lias not sub-
stituted fiction for it; llaydon and

Crhambers lave nrovided authentic sources

of iwformution for otlier writers, each

of ti.ese autlors in hLis own way contrituting
to & tatter understanding by the Tublic

of Cunada'ls Yetional Tolice Torce.
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PaRT 1V

COIrcLUSTION

In which it is sl.own what has been
(one and is beinc done by the Forcc to
correct the false l.mressions left on
tlie Tublic mind by fiction writers, and
to create a better und-rstandinz of the
Torce Lv the Tullic.
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In thie preceding pages I have
endeavoured to show that the public
has derived an erroneous conception
of the Royal Canadian lounted Tolice
through rewding fiction. This false
counception is general in its score and
enbraces tie technical, historical and
ob ective phazes of the life of the Torce,

The Tullic in gencral and tie Can-
ac ian rublic in particular is not as
well-informed in this sub cct as it
should Le, neither tecrnically, histor-
ically nor yzt on tl.c nurpose or vork
of the Force. MlMany authzntic Looks liave
been written on the subject tut the public
prefers to be enlici.tened thirough the
medium of fiction.

As a mattzr of convenience I have
divided tue thesis into four parts w«ll
of wiich added togetier prove tihe trutl
of my stateient thut the putlic has de-
rived an erroneous conception tlrou:l
reading fiction.

uestlonnaires ansverced by 400
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~upils siinw that 36 only read autheatic

h]
[

kg on tle subject of tie Royal Can-

(0}

cdiun lounted Folice and that out of 27
¢i~ferent books read on the subject only
£ were non-Ciction. JTrom seven lilirsries
tLurougrhout Carada six lilrari-ns exrnressed
the opinion tiat wore fiction tlian non-
"iction is read by tha Tullic and this
opinior 1is substantiated froa an actual
check of turee libraries whicit shiowed
tiiat t'ie amount of fiction read is doubla
that of non-Ffliction.

.3 producers of a motion ricturs
Jutre the propularity of thelr »roduction
Ly the box-office recelipts so nust wve
Judge tie porularity of = Look Ly tae
nunter of conies sold. TFrouw tle figures
ovtuinatle it is not unusuul for a lLook

orf fletinn to hsve a sale of a million

(o

;op.es wiereas a Look ol non-flctliorn 1s
se2ldom exnectecd to reac!. a salec Ticure
erceeGiny oue tl.ousanl 5.6 sS2ome Go nnt
Y

nege Tljures cor-

.

athairn thot zoal.

Y

rovornte th- rasults obtuwincd fronm
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questionnaires and circulation of litrary
books &auid vrove tiiat th: reading puilic
prefers fiction to non-fiction, whatever
tlie sulbject, and consequently thut the
zrecter portion of liturature relative
to the toyal Canauian lMounted I'olice
rezd Ly tl.e ublic is fiction.

Ti.e result ol tie questionnaires
in t'e matter of »reference for fiction
nroved ti.at the answurs received from
7ich School anag university students was
a Zalr indlication of public opinion;
consequently when witlh tut few excentions

these rTunils ernressed tre orinion that

rur I

tie fictvion Yooks which they had read
rresented a true picture of tlc Royal
Canadian l'ountsd olice It follows tlat
fifty ner cert »of tl.e gerncral pnilic
¢ain tlieir conceptions >f the Force

froa tie fiction unnks which Lhey have

T .at these fiction Looks wure mis-

leacing 1s quite evident. In ™30 DIVIA'S
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Ty

—. L Curvood weaves & fantastic tale
viiel: has no rarallel in reality and
contuins both tecrnical and iistorical
inaccurécies. Appearcntl; he rad no

~>v.lace ol the his r of the Force

L

t
1.01 rrice ir its traditious. It 1is
evident tlut re Cié rnot know the motto
ror wizct tlat motto iirlies, otlervise,
he would not lLeve renresernted tie police-
man in the story s Jjud_ling for ai..self
what was rigit. It is equivalert to the
case‘of ti.e Canadlan citizens involved
in the Comeunist espiona:e czroselC by
souzunko., Tiey felt tiat certain secrets
shoull be slarod Yy th: Joviet Union

and . o7lte of tle oatly of sccrecy ond

t.& fuct tliat the canadian goverrrient

azc not congngr it ri"t to share tlair

seci sts witl. & forei-r rower tliese ”loyalh
c

citizens took 1* upon ti.r'selves to nass

on “le I.Tor wtiom. They had confused

outbe o ozcber of

e

~otlions of *"lut vas 1

T.. Jorec, If truc to ¢ e uotto, does
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not jud;e for himself whether & prisoner
is guilty or not guilty. He leaves that
decisioun to the courts of law estallished
for the nurpose.

Curvood wert a step furthor than
this and rad his hero train the prisoner
to »lay a Talse role, repr:sentingla
veace oflicsr, The talentof the author
in creating an ‘nterest in the story
lulls tlie rescer into a total disregard
of ®thics and arouses his sympathy for
the fugitive frou Jjustice. The police-
man had "got his wan". He Lad done all
thet was required of hir: from Curwood's
point of view. 7o wmaintain the right
woyld have spoiled Curviood's plot.

The Torce Lias a »nroud l:istory and
althou_h the mention ol Jergeant Trossy's
patrol in 1908 is of no significance in
itself it does delude tue avers;e readger
into believing that Curvooc knew the
history and, therefore, made his story
more convinciig and Conniston's code

of ethics generally acceptsble,
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O'Brien when writing SILVER CHIEF

was not as well-informed on the Tolice
as he was at a later date, subsequently
learning the motto of tlie Force as well
as the methods of promotion. At the
most, he erred technically but this,
too, could have been avoided had he
taken the trouble to make some inquiries
tefore writing his book. Had he done

so he vould not have marred an otherwise
excellent story.

In Lis CORPORAL CCREY O THE ROYAL

CANADIAYN IIOUNTTAD he has shown the result

of added knovledge of the Force gained
from authentic sources end his readers
have benefited from this knowledge. The
answers submitted by those who had read
this Look prove conclusively that the
public, as a whole, gain their information
on the Force from what they read and
accept fiction as well as fact without
question. It tehoves an auti.or, therefore,
to be careful of what he writes and to
~akKe certain that his statements are not

w28leading.
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Curwood's GOD's COTTTRY D M. WOLLAL

proves his alility as a writer but proves,
also, that he used the I'ounted T'olice
nerely as a buckground for lis story.
In this novel it could have been & trenper
or a fur trader witiout lessenin; interest
irn the plot. To represent the hero as a
irounted Toliceinan added a touch of glamour
to tiie situation. Curwo-d's mistake in
the type of revolver used shows that he
was not sufliciently intervsted in the
Force to totler about datails.

Irskine's version of the Fitzgerald
patrol does not lack arjpeal and is told

in an interesting iianner without digress-

ing fron ti.e truth excent in the zeosrarnii-
ical detalls. It is just t'.is, Inwever,
ti.at makes him less forgivable., Half-
truti.s are sore decentive aﬁd nisleading
than total fiction., T.e Titzgeorald
patrol is tiie saddest incident in the

aistory of the Force and s..ould not e

used uncer the guise of fiction. .
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nemorial is erected in Dawson to the
memory of these brave men and Fitz-
cerald had a record 1in tiie Force of
which any man would be proud. VWhen
he was telling the story in such de-
tail and so true to facts Lrskine
could have given hinm his rizht name
instead of disguising him under the
name of Fitzherbert. The author owed
this, at least, to thé public who read
his books. !lore respect is due to
Curvood who owes Lis fiction entirely
to uls own imagination. %When we read
fiction we give the autlior credit for
creating his own characters and his
own plots but no credit is due to
Ers'tine who must have obtained the
story from »fficial reports and made

»

it his own.

It 1s unbelievable that supposedly
intelligent citizens would form their
concentions of the toval Canadian

llounted “olice from coridc strips but.
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it is unfortunately true tlat tiis is so.
One ries'it cxrect & child to be enthusiastic

over KII'G OF L4 ROYAL LOULITLD but would

not credit an adult,with any knrowludr-e-
whatsoever of Uunada's national police
force to take tl.ese rictorial adventures
seriously. Running away from tl.e Indians
was not the way tlat the L.ounted Police

cained the respect and corfidence of the

It is difficult to forgive .illiam
vamptell for ais falsehoods. . former
memter of tihe force, and by virtue of
tl.is, crzdited Ly his putlic with =
kr.ovledge of the Force, he lLas taken
wGvantage of tils fact to present Linself
as a hero,-modestly giving the impression
that it was all in the course of his duty.
Fad all e said been true hie could have
been re-srded as a brave man. _vidently,
like a great number of his readers, he
consideied "setting his man" the ¢reatest
possible achievement and the foundation

upon whicihi the, K Force gained respect from
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the world.

To my miné, this is one of the least
iriportant accomnlishments of the Force,
The prevention of crime has been a mueh
greater triumph. The great works upon
which the reputation and traditions of
the Torce lLiave been founded are the
ach’evements told by historical writers
of the Force, such as tl'e original marcl
across the nrairies, the pioneepr work:
done in the Yukon, tiie tuilding of rozds
tihrough forests in tie face of almost
insurmourntable obstacles, the INorthern
patrols raGe in freezing weather to bring
lucstics to safety, to alleviate tle
sufferings of others and to bring mail
to news-hungry men and women. These
ars the glories which tring nride to
the rearts of tle nembers of the Force
anc to a thinking and appreciastive public.
iracking down Pygitives from justice
and solving 'stery killinrs has its
rerits but the police themselves do

not toast of thesethines. They are
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the inescapable duties of a police force
and are accepted as such; tuey are not
the great achievements upon which the
fame of the Royal Canadian kounted Tolice
has tezn established.

It is to tle ex-members of the Force
wvho have hac sufficient service to be
rroud of its traditions and to conscientious
authors of non-fiction that we must turn
for the truth, to men like Kendall, Lee,
Steele, Cheirbers, Longstreth, Tetherston-
haugh, jfaydon and Godsell.

Fendall wrote fiction but it was
fiction based on fact, with no glamour -
not as interesting, psriaps, but a close
revresentation of the truth.

Harvood Steele in '.is nrreface states
that he Las tried to tell the tale itself
of Arctic conquest by tle Royal Canadian
llounted Policve, strictly svolding lLerolcs
of the "two-gun, et your man" variety,

w.ich, thoupi well reant, often’ tend to

3

X

o

r.axe the Force ridiculous. Tn sayinug

@

A - ' s
tnis he is well aware of tlie false
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conception of the Force engeggeréd in
the ninds of fiction readers and makes

a sincere attenn»t to corpect these false
impressions. This is verified by his
next staterient that "lurid heroics are
best avoided, first, because they do not
ring true; second, because tle men con-
ceried would hate it."

The late Commissioner liacBrien
vouched for the authenticity of Steele's
”taie” irn the foreword vhich he vrote

¢ ¢
for both personal and official reasons.
ifle knew the author from the tinevthat the
latter was a child and he served under
Harwood's father, llajor-General w~ir
sawuel Steele, bvotn in the Force and
in the South african Constabul.ry. His
officilal reason for writinge the foreword
was trat any book dealing with policing
tlie arctic_was of great interest and
concern to tihe Royal Canadian mounted

1

Tolice. T"ar.ood 3teele had access to

t

officlisl documents and the i.formation

vhich !ie book contains is authentic,
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Tetlerstonhauch, vho also secks autientic
sources for l.is history of the Torce, impsrts
to lils readers not only a hknowiedge of tl.e
Torce tut sets an example in literciy style
which ~rany historians would do well to

mulate, if they wish their Looks to be
ar.joyed..

Lonzstretl, singles out tie events tlat
are of real siynilTicance and, like Steele,
avolds the leroics of the ''get your wan®
variety. The liardships eundured Ly the
original tlree huncred; the signing of
tlie nesce treaty with tle Tncdlans with
a fewv I'ounted Policern.er naintuainin. a
btold front in the midst of several thoussnd
nalea savases watching their cialefs sign
away thoir .ieans of liveliliood viien one
wrorg move would have srelled dlisaster;
tle sacrifices zade in tle Tiel Rebellion;
tie ready recnors: for volunteers for
ti.a South African war; tie Ginloniscy anc
tact used in handlings the “oreisn pobpulation
of ti.e “West; tl.e aliost insuriiountatle

difriculties overcoiie in asintaining law
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R

Al

and order in tl.e gold rush days of the
Yukon; the buildine roads through almost
innaussal le country under intolerable con-
¢itiors; the traric Fitzgsrald:patrol and
Denrster's ability as a trail-finder, -
these -re the deeds uron witich the good
namc of t.e Torce has been bLuilt.

GoCsell restraing his desire to:
rosunce and uses his ability as a fiction
wr.ter to daramatlze the truth without
devartin: from the facts.

Certain weeklliss, riov ng fiéture
corporations and ﬁagazines Lave shown
a cenuline desire to rerresent tl.e TForce
as 1t is, the Tarc..ount Tictures lncor-
prroted spzading thousands of dollars
toward this end.

Contribtutors to ti: Royal Canudian

1o

l.ounted Tolice guarterly, including the

[l

editor cnd his assistants, are particularly
wiinious to give thelr readers the facis
“nC .asy anxlous hours are spent by tle

cditor ii. cl.eckln tlLe articles for tleir

L. pDresent .omwnlssioner, ., T. Vood,
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has lon_ realized the nead of placing
tefore tie-nutlic a trie nicture of &ll
phases of the work of the Force and has
sitarted a move w:nt in tlat direction
throuch tlie medium of nmnvir: rictures.
The nrmed sServices l:ave been usiug
this .iethnd for some tine nast =8 an aid
to traiiing ana tie use nf filw is da-
signed to serve a tvwofold purnose Tor tihe
Iorce, he ely, as an alic to traiuving and
as a .18ans of enlizltening the public.
Th use of lantern slides lLus served

in tli: -ast co a rediur: of cntertainnert

D
L]

an¢ information to —anlers of tli orce

C

tut t'.is form of iastruction is sntedated
Ly th: avolution in moviag rictures and
the “orce is kecring nace v1ti tle tiies.
«3, Lurs lLave attended chowings of films
in-.the l'ational .esearch Couwrcil Ti.eatre,
Ottaa, Ontario, to study the hust rnesns
of s akiny moving nicture filug serve
Lieir purnose, They have made thei.selves
fanilier vitl the nictw es produced by

oter :volice forces anv they Luv- attended
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courses given by tie ..riv on the orcration
o- 1notion nicture “rojectors.

Zn 104£&, the lLationul Film Loard
stalrted production on a ore-reel filn
for daistrilution throu inout »rimary
. riGe schools 1u Cansda on ihe operatinn
of almost every Lrancﬂ of the UVttm.a
-nlice DLepartuent, tle tuete being a
lost cuild found by police and eventusally

rectored to i.zr »=arents. e Lourd Love

-

cq—oparéteu with the ioral Curadisn Lounted
Tolice in featuring tiec activities of t..e
Iarce.

‘e rost successful met’.oa would Le
tix nroduction of movins »ictures Ly the
Force itself wltii .1 experienced scenario
writesr to w.ndle the scirirt. Ey this
watiiod tie nicture wnuld te renuine and
tie servicesg of o =scepario vwriter would
give unity to the esture und unreal to
titeg ~uille. The aversce member of tie
Forc.: o attewptling script too ofton le-
trurs Ll cell a3 a novice ana psrtlcularly

co vVien L latours to b nsorous.
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-

.« "m.uting Mounties™ and "“Uhe l'orth-
west Tassage" have teen launched Ly tle
Tolice and more will follow. Irom a small
beriraing, in 1939, w.en tho Torce accuired
a snall amateur motion nicture cumera,, 1in
rreraration for the loyal Tisit, for takiuz
silent pictures, the uaking of 16 wmmu sound
nmotion pnictures in colour, as hns teen
¢aveloned by .vany comiaercial firis and -
by fovern.ent Departrents, will teco..e
routilie work iu tire Force and a part
of 1lts.educational »rograru.c.

liotion »nictures cccowranied LY

lectures would Le anotlier way of educating
th» public to distinguish fact from fiction
and ecucational clubs in Canada would do
well to follow the e2aiple of .Lie Spealker
of the House of Com »nus, k. Coshard
Tsuteux, when he saskec¢ that a tulk on
trte Force, accoipnnied by fil s, le given
to the I'embers of Tarlianent. T.1s would
nrove beneficial, no doult, evel to our

statesmen, .and part-.cularly to t''nse win

look unon tuhe Folice us Testspo, sinisterp
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and .vsterious wcents of the Government
in power.
For the first time since the founding

of tie iorce su official l.istorian has

Q

been enzaged to v

=3

ite & aistory of the

Trrce., Te is lr, Jnun 7. “urner, a man

wio 1as been closely counectsd, unolfic’ally,
wit:r tl.e Force froun its esarlicst days.

-

[
Ce

o
[ 2]

zvovm n:rsonclly every Cow-issinner,
Inciuding lajor-Ten-ral Cir Jeorce ..
Treic’, tie first €omissioner of tle
I'ortr Vest inounted Tolice. 1l7r. Turn:r

was tut a Loy at tiat time but his memory
ts still uweimrsirea and lie can recaull

witi accurucy eventc t'.at hannened v.en

tl:e Force was in its infaucy.

»r. Turner does not relr upon his
mennyy, nawever, tut verifizs lLls re-
collzectiors Ly what is now consifdered
as antliquz volures, Cocuicrts anéd letters.

To ti.e ctudent of Ci..odiue history,
rart_culerl tiat of Jestern Csnuda, his
litrary would be nricelecs. It is Lic

lotention to Layueat'. tlis collection orf
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volwies to the Morce to remain in its

litrary for tie lenefit ol posterity.
Lr, Turner hus alvioys leen o keen

soxtsman, us well as o wrliter, und Le

5

ias comtlired tlese two piarsulits bty writ-
ing of Lils exneyliences in itie world of
sport and ¢lvin_ to Lle worlid tha benefilt

S

o tl.e lessons e lias learacd. e Lo nnt

alwars known under tl.e ucme of Turner

)

avinge uéonted an Indian nanme "ushwaup!
for iis artlecles in R0 .u L GO and
otlvr snort nagazi:es. .x editor of a
nege on hunting and fisi.ing he answers
rany questiohs on the sulLjrch,

It is doubtful if tlere is =
perso.a living to-asy whio le letter
qualirfied thun te to write a history
or Cunuda's police force. tHis close
sssociatlon with tiie Fforce iu 1ts
eariiest days, his knrwledze of the
countryy over vwihich tle Tolice maintained
law and order, and his aktility as &

journalist qualifiecs iu o1 the task.

he history is unot yet n»ricted
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but it iz riar’a c¢o nletinon and will
afforc th= »ul lic . opporiun’ ty of seco-
in_ rarodactions of ola p‘o*q_fa;hs;
p'ctures (rawvn by  oJiillece artist to

re» <:ent tle scenes ac ti.e uuthor re-

+

Jerdlers tlen,, and & Mar, t'e firet of

ite lkind, siowint the route traversed

[ ;oiice oi thelr JFrst journey
acrosc Lhie plains., 1'ames of plsaces,
r.o lonrcer i+ eri.tence, aie £l own In
d~taill and citlies well-known to lJan-
« lans of to-d-y wre tar'-ed in tle mep

unco 1t eir orifinar names. TLIo ren

ha

[43]

@0t leen compiled from cu-~sg-"i~rk.
Totl autior anc i'e wrtlst Love delved
Inby astione aans of valious sectinns

t

ol t: - :lalns, 'ave nisced tiem tn_eticr,

ane testea e result ty refoerenc: to

old r2rorts wnd aut ontic doca eute.
Jae tistori-n of tlhe Forc: lLas

leioured woie. creat dIfficultiec and

Zn snite of 1ll-heslth, vt icu vould

have dauntel a less ..o ""tall

W

spirit,
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he Las lroucht th: carly uays »f tle
Torce from 173 into the onen and has
tiroin light on :.wuy anecdotec which
huve Leen rencoted fro: ti e to time
ard wiiiclh have 1owmi in proportinu to
the nuniler of times tnld until the
oriri.al story was distorteC beyoud
teliel, 121, Turner las piat these in
thelr proper npursHhective aaad at no ti..z
Coes '.e »lace undue e..nhas’s on tie

.
L=

b1

0isr disulayz2ad Ly the Morll west
rocu..ted Tolice, in t' ¢ nioneer Guys of
tixe Force wien courare and dari.g ere
essential qu-litiec if = man wisled to
survive, lls Look 1s o hictory, a re-
cordiig of Tacts Trom 1C73 to 1904.
Zere one will firc t..0 suthentic gtnry
of = nolice force, a forcz w ich, on
ti.e one lLiand, Las Ler. too uch glawdur-
ized t,;- the Tiction writers and, on the
olher, too nwch uncer:stinsted It Can-
adian history tczt to-4s.

Cn Septenler ol 171" tlue total

strengt! of tihc Torce was 507, Tuls
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s cue to the fact that nay of its
nemi=1'3 aé enlisted in tle aimed
Services «L( were g~rvince nrerseas.

1y Governaent cons.id:red it desirsile

FJ

tist the “orce suould te raised to its
authorize¢ strancti. and nlocced in an

11,

i
s

37T Iclent condlting as sodn 4s 03
To do t'is it was necessaly to -launch u
rec.i tin. camrul.n »nd lar e nosters,
suprorted Ly wooden frameas and legs wele
el'ected in various conspicunus nlaces
thiou~lout the country: T.e noster lore
a Tull-l.ngtli coloured nortra’t o o
louated Toliceran 1., full Cress uniform

-

and tle words "Sce Canadn” lio 1.1 e

letters, vau sawller nrint ~iviie tle
rates o7 »ay for tie rasn.ctive ranks.,
T woster wvas alluringe o .0 Lrougl b
<on oczerulse into btz Toren., e (Cls-
a&Cvaatare of such auwvesticii. was soon
avident., L caudidute recelved the
Lirression O a glarourous csrecr in

a worll fanious Force. When hc lecame

enrolled i *t.is Force, lLoowevsr, and
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was put tlrough hours of foot drill,
equitution and faticues he wus soon
Cisillusioned. Many wio Lad expucted

to Le law enforcerient of’icers irrediately
upon dounins the uniform sudcenly found

that tl.ey had developed sore clronric

allnent snd fell in on sick nrarage reg-

ularly ewcl. morning. . "weedi:o-out”

process ber=n but not Lafore = ar:uct
deul of time and money had been spent--
on training.

sorld Var 11, in snite of tie re-
strictions placed on m+ lTers of tle

ioinins the Armeé 3wervices tool:

5

i)

rorce

its toll of 'members and tre end of the

“Tar witnes:sed

tiie Royal Canadisn riounted

Tolice with & chortage of ran-power;

-

arthermore, the nuuber of dstacl.: Lts
hod increused, muny agreements vere in
sffect Tor nmumicipzl rolicins L7 tie
Force in various towns ti.rou-i.out the
vest rard police gctivity in oll its
niragzs had lucrzased.

A carnpalicn for one tlousané recruits
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ad to Le comwenced Lut it vas desirable

1

tl..t only those who wished tn rwlie the

Torce & cereer should Le eurolled. IT1: ler

s of aducation ané ability were
re~uired to cope witl crime which had pro-
~resced scilentilfically with modsrn in-
ventions and molern equinment. It was nec-
essary tlat cundidatcs for enlistrent ian

tre Force shiould not be disillusioned..

gdver l¢irs vas necessary but tre Commissicner
Get rmined oa a policy et would ko in

- 2 - - * ) LI Fm e R ) 1.
reariso It the Lich standards of the

D2 Iszued instructions lor the rrint-
Ing of a pa.phlet entitled, "InTormation
Tor rrosnechive hecruits®. Tiiis pamplilet
corntained Lafor.catlon on the essentials
rejuired lor engaceasent in the Torce, the
trainiug v "el cach recrult must undergo,
t'.e cutles of & nemlor of the Force, the
gnerits otier bL'on ner to wllicih, L _icuber
would Lo eat’tled and, in ;eneral, the
sarvicac w‘icﬂ”woqld be vejuircd to render

. c qor 1 o h 1 ~N1re -5 A4
as o merier of tlhie Loyel Terudian Iounted
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~olice. Illo inducements are offered, no
glamourous account of adventure - merely
the facts., Hach applicant receives a
copy of this pamphlet.

Advertising has been conducted with
the sane reserve and & comnaratively small
advertisenent, three inches on tvo columns,
has been inserted in ninety-one leading
nev'spapers throughout Canada. This adver-
tising, despite its modesty, has brought
several thousand applications for enguge-
ment, of which only three hundred and
fifty have been accepted. . large pro-
portion of anplicants are rejected be-
cause tuey are unable to comply with the
necessary qualifications but those who
are accepted enter the Force with a full
knowledge of what they may or may not
exnect and it is the hope that Lecause
of this fact they will make a career of
the work they have chosen rather than
an openiuge for adventure and an oppor-
tunity to see Canada at the expense of

the governnent.
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In int-sllieently inforning the rullic
te tovel Canacian Lounte¢ Tolice I"ave not
overlooked¢ the yout!. of the country. Tre
“ory iscion-i ig a.memler of tie Li_ “raot'wr
tovaent and Lt i1s Lis telief tiet o Letter
m.derstanding letween nolice and youtl will
‘e a detverreont to juvenile delinquency znd
wWiil Luile letter citizensh'r. Tit'. this
oljret in wiew tie Force 'wus startued s
"Tout! &nd ‘tie Tolice" mro-rarme "hich ice
necetine vith creat success.

lallze are .rupared and delivered to
¢’ ool ¢ ildren wuwé other youth _roups
t .o0aghout thg nation. District Personnel

¢ers of t' . Forece 4ascuss vith tie

b

e

'" £
U1

raout - Mlinistirs of _ducation »f cuch

rrovinea 1re gurirested ~rogramme and en-
deuwvour *7o enlist thelir ald. oJultable
mealbers of tla “crce are chios:zn to da-
Liver tie talks which are des’ ne¢ to
tring ~towt ¢ ltetter understundin s of
the fuuctlons of tle police in uwaclety

and hels to s ouse yoit: to & v -aster

thelr Ind’vicual and col-
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lective responsibilities in the preservation
of law and order,
To make the programme more intercsting
tales of adventure in the north, storles
of scientific crime detection with the
aid of modern police laboratories, and
moving »ictures, accompany the talks.
i'lhc speaker is dressed in full uniform.
During the period from Novemter, 1945,
to June, 1946, 1,412 talks were given to
an audience of 112,845 persons. In New
Brunswick alone from July, 1946, to Dec-
smber 31, 1946, 53% talks were give: to
40,815 persons. Thec reaction of education-
al authorities and the public generally
has beeil very gratifying and conmunity
welfare counclls have expressed a keen
irterest in the procramme. |
The reaction of the school pupils
has been most favourable as indicated
by members of the Force who have given
the talks., One constuzlle noticed quite
a @dfference in the attitude of the

pupils in the schoolg where he had givepn
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tulls ' 2 »recedinc year snc tlhie ones,
viom e 'od not ucérossed. Thoue who

- . ]

facC heard | ia rreviously ceave

1o
"snontaneous welcowme! uron l.1s returng

the otliers "era s@y an¢ ralf-zfr-id.”
Jhils saws constalle exrressed tii: be-

lief tihet rmost zood was sccnunlishtied in
th: isolated sclools wlera, for thq vost
art, tle parouts wre poor.and illiturate
anc tl. chlldren wie convi..ced ~alt-
rotlat tihe policunon is their Triend
an¢ loox to him Tor ti.e culidance wihlch

is lacitin_ Trom tLelr narsuts.

T &Cultion to lanruln saflet

T rales,

A
v

tr e cutles of tie Tublic tovsard tr

D

for lost n-.raons are pointed ot ond th=

1
i

children sre lteconing Letl 'r schuainted

vitl tle Tolice wnd lavs more con”idence
i:. them, 7T-.a cultiv:ztion of &a lettzsr
unds rstanding betvizen nmnolice =nd publie
vill Z=ve lar-reacvi.inc e’Tects and will
no ¢ount acen1lish Its v o-rold o\ et

- )

the lTuildlng »" tetter citlicsashin wnd



345

the prevontion of juvenile delinguency.
The movement is repidly crpanding and
welfare groups in all Hurts of tie vorld
ar2 foecussing tieir attent on on its nro-
gress., It is or_y recently tict & letter
was recceivec fro: the leuder of a falayeai
youthr _rour in oJin_cuore expressing iy terest
in tlie routh and t' ¢ nolice ruvograwmme tha
details of viic. ''e had rread in & local
nunaer,

a

v its ghore to correct

~

[

g ¢o

e

Thie Tnrce
the false imrroessions left on tue public
aind by fletion writers. une to create a
Letter uncesrstandin: of t'.e Force by tie

“ublic,
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