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Search in Health Canada's online list of drug 
advisories for letters published from January 1, 

2010 to December 31, 2014 

• N = 1350 results 

  

 Restricting search to only include letters 
characterized as advisories written for HCPs 

• N = 177 Results 

Analyzing search results based on reviewer 
assessment based on eligibility criteria  

  

  

Excluded based on criteria 
• N = 93 Results 

Included based on criteria 
• N = 84 Results 

  

Excluded during 
extraction 

• N = 4 Results 

  

Total number of letters that had data extracted 
from them 

• N = 80 Results 
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Generic name(s) present

Brand name(s) present

Date of posting present

Indicates author of letter

Indicates regulatory agency

Indicates pharma company

Describes indications

Describes target patient population

Includes scientific justification

Describes medication’s success 

Describes contraindications (age)

Describes contraindications (comorbidities)

Describes adverse effect

Includes quantitative data

Describes interactions

Includes dosing information

Includes marketing techniques

Includes introductory paragraph

Includes conclusion

Written on company letterhead

Includes links to other articles

Average

Health Canada

FDA
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Various testosterone containing products

Ondansetron

Prasugrel Hydrochloride

Zolpidem Tartrate

Ketoconazole

Azithromycin

Multiple Proton Pump Inhibitors

Tolvaptan

Telaprevir

Dabigatran Etexilate

Simvastatin

Ondansetron

Fingolimod

Lenalidomide

Pioglitazone Hydrochloride

Doripenem

Citalopram

Aliskiren/Aliskiren Hydrochlorothiazide

Atomoxetine

Dasatinib

Dronedarone

Drospirenone-containing oral contraceptives

Dolasetron Mesylate

Topical Benzocaine

Dronedarone

Rosiglitazone

Saquinavir Mesylate

Sibutramine

Zoledronic Acid

Varenicline Tartrate

Saquinavir Mesylate

Time (days) between releases of Canadian and US advisory letters 

USA first

CAN first


