
V ^ 

FIRST HALF oriimtm OF TIT,: POLISK KWIITT 

XTJ CHICAGO, 1063-19X6 

by Stanley 3* Jadoe 

Th«sla proaantod to th® Faculty of Arts 
of tfo® CPnivopsity of Ottawa tlhrough the 
Department of History as p a r t i a l f u l -
fI l lm«nt of tli© r©ouia?tei«ata for the 
degree of Doctor of Fh£lo»ophy. 

HES 
^ UkAi i .S ^* . 

''*. 
c 

r«"ty of 0NV 

Ottawa, Canada, 1052 



UMI Number: DC53431 

INFORMATION TO USERS 

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the copy 

submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality illustrations 

and photographs, print bleed-through, substandard margins, and improper 

alignment can adversely affect reproduction. 

In the unlikely event that the author did not send a complete manuscript 

and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if unauthorized 

copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion. 

® 

UMI 
UMI Microform DC53431 

Copyright 2011 by ProQuest LLC 
All rights reserved. This microform edition is protected against 

unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code. 

ProQuest LLC 
789 East Eisenhower Parkway 

P.O. Box 1346 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346 



AOKHWLSDGMEaiT 

Thla thesis was prepared under tho guidance of 

the Head of the English W.viaion of the Department of 

History, Doctor George Boston, 

Ttm writer wishes to express his gratitude to 

the adviser and the personnel of local Institutional and 

pub lie libraries especially the Polish Roman Catholic 

Union Library and the Polish national Alliance Library 

for their patience, helpful suggestions. Interest and 

cooperation in this attempt to record an eventful period 

of an Immigrant element in Chicago* 



ouRHioiBww STiroiomia 

Stanley SlgleiBund Jadoa 

Gorlioe, Poland 

February 16, 1910 

Bachelor of Philosophy, Do Paul TJnivowiity, 1040 

Master of Arts, I)e Paul University, 1341 

3oaa Aspects of Polish Insurrection ofi ,1865 

Matriculated at 'diversity of Chicago 

ar.i Horthiwestern University 

Served in th© Arraed Forces of the United States 

V/orld i;ar II 



TABLE OF OONTBim 

Chapter pace 

INTRODUCTION , . . . . . . . , vi 

PART I 

THE mTBMGmmws PERIOD lees-i&eo 

I.-POUHDIBO OF PIORKER POLISH PARI3KSS « . . • • 1 
1 . Parish as canter of a l l re l ig ious , 

social , cul tural , po l i t i ca l ac t iv i ty 
XX •-GENESIS AID raJVRLOPWBHT OF QR8AN15SATIQ1IS , , « 40 

1 , R e l i g i o u s , f r a t e r n a l , h u m a n i t a r i a n , 
economic 

m.-EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS • « • • • . . 60 
1 . Schools 
2 # C u l t u r a l c e n t e r s 

IV.-POLITICAL ommTATlO® AM) PARTICIPATION . . • 81 

V.-ATTBMPTS AT ECOHOHIC STABILITY « . . « • . . • 92 

PAHT I I 

THE ERA OF ASSIMILATION 1090-1915 

VI.-TRS POLISH PRESS • . . • 105 

VTI*-EHS21QFI3ICI3 OP TIIE P0LI3II-rtHERiaA?? SOCIETY . . . 125 
! • S o c i a l s t r a t i f i c a t i o n 
2« Organized l a b o r raovement 
3 , N a t i o n a l i s s u e s and t h e iiamigrant 
4* C u l t u r a l p r o g r e s s 

V I I I .-TEE DILJMA OF DUAL ALLKGIAKCH , • 140 
1 , Emigration 
2. Agitation for independence of Poland 
3« Contribution of the Polish element 

to the progress of Chicago 

001TCLUSI0HS . • . . • , » . . , im 

BIBLIOGRAPHY . « . * • 163 



TABLE OF co*fTiarrs V 

Appandix page 

1 . POLISH IMMIGRATION BY WUtB~JR3 177 

2 . POLISH IHMIQRATION 1SY PERCENTAGE 178 

3 . P-RRCSKTAGE OP POLES AVOW* FOREIGN BORIT IV 
CHICAGO # • • • • * • • « • • • • • » • • 170 

4» PERCENTAGE OP POLES IN THE POPULATION OP 
CHICAGO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180 

5. DISTRIBUTION OP POLISH IMMIGRANTS ACCO^DPIG 

TO RELIGIOUS CONVICTIONS • . . • . . « . 1S1 

6. GSOGRAPHIC SOURCES OP POIJSII IMT'I ORATION . • 182 

7. CONCENTRATION OF POLISH CQHttUNITEBS IK 
CHICAGO . . . . . . . . . . . IBS 

0 . ABSTRAGT OF F i r s t Half Century of t h e P o l i s h 
Klement XrirOhioaffo, 1 6 ^ 1 ^ 1 6 » • . , , » 164 



INTRODUCTION 

The half century between 1065-1915 narks the be­

ginning of the Polish settlement in Chicago. The first part 

of this study Is devoted to the Entrenchment Polled 1065-

1890« Th© pioneer Polish colony was established on the near 

northwest side of Chicago - a neighborhood of factories, 

tanneries and railroad tracks. It was a sluci area even at 

that early date* 

As Catholicism was a vital force in the life of the 

immigrant Poles, their primary concern was the establishment 

of a parish. The founding of their fir3t parish in 1867 

provided the necessary stimulus for concerted religious, 

social, political and cultural activities, Th© guiding hand 

in these endeavors was a group of intellectuals vshe had emi­

grated fresi Europe because of political or economic diffi­

culties « Since almost all of the early isanigrants considered 

Aiaerica a place of temporary refuge, they felt the neod for 

a stipra-parlah organization as a ncdiusi for prosorvation of 

Polish culture and nationalism. Proa these early parish 

social and fraternal units established in evory Polish 

settlement throughout the nation, there arose in tine a 

nu£±>©r ot strong federated national socio ties, which are 

described in the second chaptor. 

Til® establishment of pionoor educational institutions 

for the youth and the adult cultural centers is discuesod in 
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the third chapter, while chapter four is an exploration of 

the political consciousness and orientation of the Polish 

inraigrants. In the livt c'-,o -tor nf o:< I, th~ c'otcr.fi­

liation of tho irmigmnfcn to attein ocononic stability Is 

studied and analyzed. 

Part II is cor sô TK-d Ît'i 'iie prô -lc: is and .messes 

of asslrtllctior of the Polish ira.ijrcin'./s. ~3io first chaTotor 

Is devoted to tho oxanimti o:i of tho contributio"is 2f the 

Polish press. -I'hilo oarjoû Irr civic -jntor.xriw a and stimu­

lating political participation, It simultaneously attsr >ted 

to prevent aasinflation an"1 Africanization of tho irnl/ppants. 

In tho follov/in" cliaptor, tho oMOJ'genea ind develop: :ont of 

the Pollnh-Ancrican society ic explored as is its gradual 

social stratification, fjlnco Vie Socialist and fie *\&bor 

novo-icnts aroused genuine interest of Polish t/orkors, they 

are inolrded In this work. T*:o rolof. had a traditional love 

for tho theatre, nusic and cthor octhotic endoavors, 

therefore an effort ,lo riado to givo a vivid picturo of their 

cultural lifo. Tho last chaotor la a study of tho _; rob loan 

of duel allftgianco end tho participation of Joloa in national 

issues. Tho attonpts of tho rollsh-Anorioan accent to 

arouse Anorican public opinion in support of tho creation of 

an indepondent Polish eta be during the Kusoo-Japoneao war 

and at the beginning of ^orld "dar 1 Is alao exoniaed. The 
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thesis concludes with the evaluation of th© contributions of 

th© Polish element to the growth and progress of Chicago* 



PART I 

TIBS KNTR&NCimSNT P'dRIQD 1385-1890 
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mmmim OF *xomt POLISH twmm 

to tee Bmopwm iafcigMatif oMeago* symbol of 

Awiri©»*s tfettuimnil gwwth, offered poli t ical and mlig&mm 

mjlws. and eeemeide salvatieia# aianish* Ignorant «f Jtewsrt* 

can laiiguags awd ouatcuas, they Mtablltthftd a »«ttX«n»at for 

aH p«rpes#« isolated fren th® rest of th* oewstynity, slaast 

oblivious to the enviromiontal surroundings. The Pel«B> 

like th© Germans, I tal ians, Soandiimviana and Asiatics, 

constituted islands of humanity to the sprawl tog, unwielctln^ 

«lty ef <8tle*8»« Payeh*l*giMl* pol i t ies ! and i4Mlt*ti« 

etisjag#s had difficulty to p«Mto*tiii8 the wtfl* at » -

alstance, 

Bttanlai t tMi to p*»i«gmra tb*i* m t i o m l l t t l t sp i r i t , 

©v«rpi#isl&fcter*f moral ty «f l®ad and low wag®* warn lewpewsi** 

bis for la^gs MdUpation Aran Polish t®»Xtw&#s^* ft» 

«vtot27 VD*M4 advwtliisjasats of th* Awflean milamd*, laaA 

companies and Kurope&n steamship agencies Jtarttwr stimulated 

this Mass sxedus • In addition manr BSH&sawts had been 

Hiniiiiilirmniiin iriimiwiiniiiiiii 

SOO to 800 agents representing two leading stwwsMp lines 



mmwm OF uxxaxam $ 

dispossessed from the i r XoadU 

The fear of fa l l ing from the social position of a 
peasant to that Immeasurable infer ior of a day 
laborer was tho great spur which drove over the -
seas al ike the Slovak, the Pole and tbo BttthonlaiTt 

Pe l i t i ea l is&aeeurlty and obscurity were 'but win®® fac tors . 

Tho f i r s t Polish iaas&gwmts arrived in Chicago about 

1833, Election returns indicated that two Polish votes were 

east in the nayeralty elect ion five years la ter* %f 1865, 

the Polish population had increased to apprejEiaately 1,500* 

M » f to World »ai» I , 7f «i par-cent of Polish •fcwigrants were 

of peasant steak while 130*9 povooat were of Uf%an s p i r e s - -

sen t . Their backwardness, lack of culture and stubborn r e -

olotoBoo to new eisvironmeat were dm© to th i s predosiaajatly 

passant back^ovind4. 

l a the Palish coloiaies in Anorlo*, there was no 
educated class f tho oroyort&ott of' tessigMusto with 
h i^ ie r education was always ouoll , for Jiawtoa did 
so t offov a £po»t eppeiptusiifcy; of BUXVO o4vojMO*ra&t 
to them as to th® jaajaaal womers («»#) defini te 
pattern of iuanigratlon axista betwotis «nall f a » S 
where a .peasant sniot add • to Ms iaoono by o^tild® 
w©rk, while in Jii^blir Jtote^iti?ial dJLsts&otfi tlioara i s 
•mvf l i t t l © or no 'ooogyotion to ' A»erieaJV 

%* J* ML08* BI»al$**ti*m f*ai CMOtolft", itt 
ghar l t ies , «*U Xff issue of Jgay ©, X»06# p , 170. 

%&1H« I* THOMAS and f t o l t t fflAHXlOfEI, fel&jgfa 
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fbo rapidly expanding local Industries welcomed tho 

a r r iva l of European peasants * ThwS the i r economic s tatus 

had isjg*rovo& # However, tfeoy could find no outlet for tfaoir 

social , religious and cul tural expression in t h i s wmt aaA 

atrange environment. In 1864, tho local ecc les ias t ica l aa* 

ther l ty provided a place of worship for than a t mis t ed and 

©oteovom stvoote* Tho Polos wore rolitotano to attend thlo 

churah, now designated as a slovanlan Parish, as i t wis some 

dist&nca away frora t he i r oottloaottt* Saws months l a t e r the 

St int Joseph pariah moor la. Salle s troot and Chicago Avenue 

was astabl ishsd. I t a t t racted a nu»b©r of mar® prominent 

Polos including tho Dynlewios family who had fmttdod th© 

fbrat Polish pttblist&ag h^iiso In tihioftge* A mm&%$ Fathor 

Saulak, had boom assigned to th i s ©hurola to adaiHistor tho 

rel igious noods of tho Poles. His Ghicago Poles had hoard 

of Fattest ioopoM toossygobo, fas te r of ttt® f i r s t Polish 

psMati JA tkio Qaltod s to tM a t Pttwa i » y a , f«sas# ttawtgh 

th® dstexi-ainatiicn of Pstar Klolbasaa, a fom*r Vttfia* thoy 

t»0*o ablo to poMuad* Fathor loo»ygo>a to o«mo to Chicago in 

1884. Xt was agreed that bo would stay only long onough to 

boos1 Has to r confOKslons. 

tho absonoo of a Polish: prlost to tho cewwaity had 

bmm§®te mm% a Mono* doro^alisatioB mean ttao fv*ritam»it«» 

.mux..ii BIUIITIHIiTn,n <non'i iwlinii»»•««» 

Hm$m u mm® mm mm&m mmimmi, %m». ait*. 
?»!• % P* m* a~~^~i> 
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Tho activities of th© Hasans had made a noticoable chango in 

tholr religious soal* To tho poasanfcs, tho political 

fraedoai of the new environment connoted religious and moral 

liooaso* Unllk© in Europe, therc *r©ro so prieste here who 

disciplined tho® for noglootlng their reilgioua duties * It 

must bo addod that a priest aaoag tho Polos «as not only 

considered a religious leader but a teacher, economic and 

political advises*, disciplinarian and protector as wall* 

Tho leaders of t&o local Polish colony vara do* 

terainsd to establish a permanent parish of tholr otra* In 

the founding of tho ploaoor Polish parish actually two 

pari shea aust bo studied since they casts into existence by 

tho determined efforts of a single group of iraKigrants and 
S constituted tho whole history of tho early Polonia . 

It smst bo understood that tho pioneers of Saint 

Stanielaua parish mm from three different parts of par-

tloned Poland sad rspressntod throe levels of culture or 

dseidsd lack of it} hence aaoh of tho friction and disunity 

7Ml0C«y«araw 32AWLEI&31SI, Op. cit«, p, 43*44. 
An average of 5*53 boardorT"w5ra living with 48,4 

percent of tho families. This in addition to gambling and 
intolerance increased dosiorallsation* 

85toais2afcW OSABA, ffprawa Poises W Amofyce, Pp&ieenofl, 
C&Loago, Dyaioodos, W1U9 p. 65. 

*5ia©« tho parish is th© basis of all or any organi-
satlon, the priest ssiat ho wall educated, load oxamplary life 
by ohioh ho ooald influonoo mt»ml boing of tho pooplo* H© 
sstst bo tolsraat, ho m s t bo a loador, should be a supporter 
and fytosd of Bosaocratio Ideals and not mix into politics » 
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was duo to a fooling of sectionalism and tho superiority 

ocffiaplox of o&oh group. Those firm Russian Poland had boon 

&fcb4©otod to tho indootriaatioa of the Orthodox dttmrah, ro-

striotod ia tho was of fcheir saothop toagao, sad doalod oda* 

©atioaal opportunities for over half a ooatury* Tholr 

lukewarm attachment to Oataolioisu wis uadsrstaadablo* ft® 

hi^er degree of education had node it inevitable that tho 

Austrian aad Prussian Polos would early assumo loadorship in 

tho Polish colony. Those geographic factors wore chiefly 

responsible for Biuch disorganisation ia tho period steiiod* 

In 1864 under tho leadership of ?•*#* Kiolbaaaa, tho 

raore oonsarvatlve olomoat organised a S&lai Stanislaus So* 

cicty for th© purpose of establishing a paidsh. Two yoaro 

later, it was reorgaalsod into a ssitual bonoflt iasuvanoo 

groap# Tho wxmimXty of parposo lacking among the Polos was 

walfostod whoa th© loss coasorvativo olonoat &$jmul%m®mwly 

ostablishod tho p^nm Pols&a, ao4ol»d wpoa tho old Sl&vio 

oossaaao, Friction b&md on Jaisooaooptloa of puvpooo was ro«* 

sponsible for cmch mtstasdox*staa4JLag botaraoa these two groups. 

Siaoo tho local bishop could not provido a prlost to organ* 

Iso aad sdstiaistor tholr parisht fotor lio£ba§sa in tho nasao 

of tho saiat etaaislaaa Sooioty bogaa oovyospoadoaoo with 

%M Siopoafi©» oonopKl of tho Hosajwwtioa Oongrog&tloa ia 

!«o# la a lotto* w i t to* ia 1869* &io£ba*i* IWBJMA up tho 



FOTIMTO OF PARISHES 6 

condition of tho Polish inmigrants horot 

Many Polos are tradesmen, aorao ar© common laborors 
unloading boats aad trains and earn £1,80 to $3*00 
per day. They all live la one (sis) neighborhood, 
aad 100 fssdlios have their ova honft** TOO tanl* 

thtOSOlVM 
Catholic 

stupid poasoats aad bigots# 
Thoy are f erasing aa orgaalsatioa called w a s 

ana AW xasaiaos nave vn®iv own new 
grants from Wlalko Poleka ©ailing tl 
Sslachte Polato do not care for tho 
!liglon ana ca l l us stupid poasoats < 

Pelatea witfe 10 nMssbsro* saint ataaisl&uf loo'lofey 
fas organised oa tfuas 5, 1066, with m Btfriborti aad 
now «o have 60 members* ^4.00 i s paid each am-Soer 
i a case of i l l ness and w© buried two tunaboM a t 
the cost of $46*00 oaeh* wo bought a f l a p oa oao 
sido Is a picture of Saint Stanislaus vhilo on tho 
other thoro i s a picture of a sieie persoa with a 
pr ies t a t h is bedside, Tho flag cost us $$00% 
Tho load for tho Church cost us #1*700 of which wo 
have paid |650 already and m.m$ pay tho balanoe in 
four yfiars, Everything would bo wall i f w® had a 
priest** 

Although tho Saint Stanislaus parisb was ©rgasissad 

ia 1867, th® building of the church did not begin un t i l two 

years l*tov* Tho church dosigned by a local Polish ai*chl<* 

toot , Joseph Petrussok, «aa bu i l t of wood, forty foot wide, 

oi#ty«fiv® foot loag aad had aa oighty-fivo foot stooplo. 

I t *ras aa lispesiag struoturo for tho poor1 ooiwiaity aad was 

oos^letod oa loiroricer 15, 1B6&, a t a cost of #6*865,00, ox** 

oluiiag plastering and painting, Toiapo»i*lly Father asulak 

wan appointed administrator of tho new parish* Swing tho 

next jsoatt* Siatiop Foloy* Oioooslaa ordinary# appointed 

Hevarend Joseph tfusskiowlos, pastor of Saint Stanislaus 

9waclaw IB®$$£A# fg§ : WKTg%rtft' w ™ -
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lostka pariah* The blessing of tho now church together with 

confirmation of thirty parishioners was p-rformed by tho 

Bishop on & m o 16, 1871*® « The occasion was not only of 

groat iaportanco to tho Polish community but did mush to re­

duce the factional strife ia the colony. 

Misunderstanding over tho fiaanoos aad fee direction 

of the now p&rlsh developed almost immediately, The founders 

of tho parish believod that they sad not the pastor wars to 

control the fiaaaoos of the parish, Proper evaluation of 

this controversy was impossible siaoo ao systota of accounting 

was asaintained. Hush information gained by tho writer tmm 

interviews of doseondonta of tho founders was biased aad 

based oa hearsay. The pastor- was accused of fratornallssatioB 

*«, . ..l̂  ̂  «. ̂ u u . * w > . —. 
was evidence that Father Jussskiowiea was performing his 

priostly duties toward tho complete satisfaction of Bishop 

Foley. It appeared that tho dissatlsflod element was led by 

aeue taeafoera of the 9mina Polaka. certain saloon keepers who 

wore retained by fctao Masons to foment disloyalty to th* 

mmmmmmun ii mmmmmmmm** 
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Ô WPSii * ftoo ill fooling roaohod oliiasjc oa® night whoa 

Father jussklewics was brutally boston by a group of *ml* 

dsjatlfiod assailants. Although tho polios iavostlgatsd* tho 

culprits were never apprehended. Collapse of tho parish 

aosssod Isgginemt aad with it tho progress of roionla. Fortu­

nately at this tijae, Father Adolph BsJoHnewski* a alssioaejy 

of tho Resurrection Congregation who bad worked among tho 

$olo* in southwestern united States, arrived la Chicago oa 

his way to Rojae, Bolnotoat to besom© involved in tho mis-* 

understanding at saint Stanislaus pariah, ho resided in tho 

Stasoh fajaily hosao some distance froa tho turbulent so#ao.v 

Bm to the persistant refusal of tho parishioner a to retain 

Father Jasskiawies, tho bishop requested Father Bateaowskl 

to assuEie temporary adminietr&timu to provoat mom serious 

consequences aad to pacify the people, ho agreed. la duo 

tlao, acceptance of saint Stanislaus as a nmnnmmtim 

Mission was received from Roiae, and with it poptissioa for 

Father Bakaaowaki to remain la Chicago. At first tho now 

pastor appeared to bo ao more successful than his ps*edooessor# 

11 .in 1,111 til in mm n m — m m — . w . t 

MHfc* Polish saloon koopor was a sma of groat te» 
portoaoo to those in tho oow«nity» lot only was h® eon* 
sldesr&d a w*UHtaf*mw& person whoae advioo was he*d»4L but 
ho also aotea as banker, polit ioal e«mole aad iatejpprotor* 
mm JUwlfPaato entrusted KonOy to Mm so that ho oould 
ajpSKsago tamatportittloa fox* soma of th® iwd^ants* ablatives 
who mm s t i l l l a Poland* ftoattia* tho saloon fc**p*» did 
this tttirmisjbi a low Xttvk Bank, who paid hla a commission, but 
aotmthms ho dopositod tho Jso&oy ,to his own aooowat sad 
laJtonu* th® ismimmxita that negotiations bs4 failod* 
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Heated ar&taaenta and unreasonable suspioioas attended every 

parish activity, Some wombors of the parish had begun to 

boost opoaly of thoiv msonie affiliation, ridiouliag all 

offorts of tho mors doolie to smintoln aad ©aspaad tho 

ployod by the Masons to cauaa disaonsion, others were given 

free intoxicants by saloon koopors who feared tho moral 

influence of tho priest. Aaong thoso agoats of hat© and 

dissenaioa was a teacher of English, a Polo educated ia 

England, who although a Catholie had beoosio a Protestant aad 

oa avowed enesty of Catholiclsa. Ignorant of M e religious 

convictions, Father BakanoweM retained him as personal 

tutor. 2ho lessens in English soon led into discourses oa 

philosophy aad theology* l»p?oasod by th* Pastor*s ploty 

aad forceful exposition of tho dopafto of tho Church, tho 

tutor revealed his %vtam roiigioas ©oaviotlojts and with tho 

help of tho priest renounced Protestant ism. m o tutor*« 

deathbed conversion aad christian burial incited the Masons 

to stronger action, inasmuch as tho m a y throats did not 

silence Father SsksaowsM, ho was offered twenty dollars a 

month to disooatiauo his anti-Masonic attack*. Siaoo ho 

could not bo bribed or Intimidated, M a life was threatened. 

on ojttt mmmtm ho uaose^ootodly appearod at a aocrot Hafloalo 

Kootins and_warned those prosoat that ho would rosort to uso 
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of firoama If any attempts mm nado upon his lifo* Ho 

steoagfchsnod his position by display of a loaded revolver* 

®ho plan suaooodod admirably and for tho vonaladop of his 

A oMa^o ia th# diroetlon of the wind spared tho 

foliab ©offlBiusity from tho chieago Firs of 187X* ISi© parish 

esrod for ov*y throo hundred fire refugoos* ih* faftilpe* 

epidemic whloh followed tho firo» soriously offoeted tho 

ooiaiaimity. The situation would have booon* laore disastrous 

had i t not been for the untiring work and sacrifice of 

Pfither 3akanowskit who not only administered religious 

ooafopt but aided tho only Polish dootos? la tho cosfflualty la 

arrosting and pffovoatiag tto* sp3P0ad of disease. 

H*o auasbor of pariehlonars iaero&sod so rapidly '.Tith 

now «*#iwals tmm Poland that tiae supor-iors In Boss* seat 

Heverend J, ttd&owtkl as assistant* iSajply in HOT, plans 

were discussed for th® o*&s«80tt*at of tho oharch or «o&* 

a traction of one that oould aoooitoodato a l l paj*isMo»ors# 

fhe dylag tutor sailed Ms daughtor- to his bodsido 
sad exacted a p«*omlso that sho would inf OMI his Mason assool* 
atos of his dying wish for a christian burial* Aftor sow® 
difficulty, m& prlost soeurei protoatioa of polio® at tho 
fuaoml siaoo ho iavitod tho Wmwm providing tholr aufttavuy 
imtm$* woapo not wo»# $holr absence at tho a©«wtoi?y and 
ftsmml w&s used to show peoplo that M&aoas dosort their oim* 
Af toj? ho was totnaf ©w@d to London, two attoiapto woro » d e on 
his l i fo dtttiag lass* Whoa a M b plaatod iasido a oftndl* 
fallod* an awiod assailant fired w l t t but Kissed* An 
Awofioaa Mason was believed t© haw ©agiaoorod th® plot* 
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tto matter was lef t ia tho hands of two parish organisations, 

the old Saint Stanislaus Society aad a n*w»* organisation, 

the Saiat f̂bsoph Sooioty* After iwaay jwotiags punctuated 

with b i t t e r discussions and loagthy deliberations, I t was 

finally deoided that another parish was th® solution to tho 

©sfoaporowded Renditions* Shoo® plans w«*« te^ptorarily post* 

ponod whoa Father Bakaaowski was rooallod to tens la January 

of W¥& unti l a pewanemt pastor, Rove**n£ flaaoat B&rsyaski, 

was appointed a year l a t e r . 

Wlt& father Bojwsyaski a now ora bogoji tw tho Polo** 

A ma of oacooptioaal organisational abil i ty, untieing la his 

efforts# motivated by patriotism, love of tho p*opl* aad a 

iosli*© to ftwaHf oatroaoh tho Sosurrootioalsts in this lo* 

oality* ho booaso an ii&poytoat ftotop aad a ctiaulmtiag for** 

of Polish progroas not only ia Ohioago but throu#H»»t tho 

muted States • tt» ffilnolff,, mmtpm t^MM* * a***** 

tension aowspapoF^ oossparod M B to Fopo ®^©fcry and Bsaporor 

Augustus booauso of his iron will* otwploto f**rloft*n»aa andl 

uaboliovoshlo fsswgy* His outstanding abi l i t ies wore with* 

out doubt ^sponsible for tho inauguration of significant 

religious aad nationalistic oshiowsBwats aaong th© foles, 

^ i i i i s a i , mmm aa&*$o*».i§» awAHifiOKi, i*** ®it„ 
¥©!* 1, p# 73U 

^wio^w imam*, OP* **,*«» v^u 9, t* 55*57* 



mmmmk OP PARISHES 12 

U s determination to dominate Polish Catholics and extend 

tho control of h i s rel igious cosaauaity over thorn beeaia© the 

basis of iatoa'^paroohlal struggle for over two decadoa *fhieh 

almost prooipitatod a signlfieant desertion of Poles fr«w 

tho Soman Oatholio Church, A ©oatosaporary, Peter Kiot&a®«af 

explained tho s i tuat ion that eadstod aad which was pa r t i a l ly 

responsible for the struggle botwooa Father Baneynski and tho 

movefflont for aoa«£iosurrootloaist controlled parishes: 

People are oenaoa aad uncultured, mm in te l l igen ts ia 
a rabble, a s t ree t mob which only blasphemes and do* 
moralises tho people* Be oaa add to th i s group 
pr ies t s l ike 81*esQ*efc, Sslorssy aad Koasorty. Ho 
wonder a good pr ies t has a hard time of i t {#..) l a 
America p r ies t s &2?o of a very low calibsp© oxeepfe 
Fathers Barsyaski, Debrowakl, Hoosygoba and 
2wie^ows3d*®# 

Ho faHod to add, however, tha t i t was precisely th i s oowoa 

and uncultured eletaent which Father aarsyaaki used so 

sk i l l fu l ly and often uados^iaadedly i a his attoapt to control 

the <$iieago Polos* Bathing ©soaped tho Attention of th i s 

n»e33arfeabl© parson* <*Very festivity, re l ig ious , educational 

and ©oonos&e was undertaken to promote tho in teres ts of tho 

Bosurrootloa Coaasaalty aad tho Chicago pploni*. In that order* 
l v 

Bis newspaper greatly publicised these ventures » 

W$B%KA0 Loo. ejt»« Vol* 5, F* 22* 

Scandal Attributed to ^Lmmm&mm% of £40Opoo do* 
ponltodila th* pariah bank caused h i s snpotftoi?* i a Hwo to 
reca l l htoi to explain h i s eoadtset* l a 1897 a special coin-

to e^min© the ©harsh r*eo«d*« Bishop Foley 
fh*t*r«r ho doss i s good* I t I s wy business". 
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In a siagl* year, 1674, ha built a rectory, a school 

aad quarters for tho Huns of tho Notre fiame who wore en­

trusted with tho eduoation of ID* ohUdiroa18* Siaoo those 

nuns mm not Polish, ttsr© was wash apprehension, laltlstod 

by father Bayayaskl, that th® ohlMroa would !***& too audi 

Bnglieh* 4hi* WAS an ojsâ plo of bis eatofpsisiag latoUeat 

whereby ho kept *H*» th® Ideals of natloa«ll«. 

Sao roUdSh ooBWuaity la tho vicinity of Ashland 

Avenue sad 15th Stspoot had a taisalon ©hwoh soiwrod by the 

p#ie*t* from SRiat Stanislaus* ttiis settlement was la#go 

enough to support a parish priest and ia 1B7B, tho now 

parish of saint Adslhos* was o#$g»alse4 £©*» thorn by Father 

Bs4?sya»ki# la tho jmam th*t followed, ho established fiw* 

now parishes as tho need arose* 

Soon a mm Saint; Stanislaus CJburch, one of the 

largest sad noet **pMi»g structures in the city, was 

erected at an expenditure of over oa* hundred thousand 

dollars12. The parish gm® so rapidly and became the 

largest parish la tho Italt** States, raqulrlag the services 

of fourteen priests. Th© religious disposition of the 

p# IS**I@» 
lfnut«lnr tfta*m* |£ |A®M## ***** t* p t m» 

mmm lruj»kfe If i t l l WM parish fiaaaolal w o r t 
ttP* of 
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people is best deseribed by a Result sessionary who pwtiel* 

noted ia A religious revival at Saint Stanislaus Parish* 

Our gpoAtost mission took place In Chicago la tho 
ohujpsh of SaAnt Stanislaus, *rhis lasted frosa th® 
7fch to $®rd of Meveisber, 1S85* fho Superior General 
WAS Father Alexander Mathaushok Colo) aad I was M s 
solo companion. At the seasons £»*» 10,000 to 
12,000 people were present. Ihere wore 05 Polish 
secular priests helping us ia tho ooafoosloaal. m 
heard confessions up to eleven o'clock at night. 
Kearly all the ooafessions wore general and counted 
over 10,000* All tho prleats deoiarod that they had 
neve? wifcaessod ao groat a mission. Shrou^b the 
grace of Ood m a y resmrkabl© conversions were made 
bei& from sin sad apostasy* $h» Most Hevoroad 
Archbishop visited tho Mission throe tines« lie CSBO 
twleo for the *4nlal**»4ftg of aeniljm*tl*a* eoafewlag 
that sacrament on S,000 mm* Jigs oaae tho third time 
to give apostolic boaoflotion* 

m leas, the eoastouetloa of A aiaoty»fIv© thousand 

dollar school began at Saint Stanislaus. It was a four 

story building containing aixfceon classrooms, four largo 

snooting halls aad the largest parochial auditor!ura in the 

eity, seating about four thousand people # To eneourags 

seooadary education, Father Barsyaskl founded the Saint 

Stanislaus collage tho following year. <Bm institution was 

really never more than a high school. Another school 

building WAS Added later to accomodate the increased 

wfc w U 1% p# 7W$# 
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On May 3, 1699, death *atorf**©d with future plans 

Of Father Barzynskl. 2fce pariah had lost its ggreat leader 

and tho Polo* la Aiaexlca lost a m&n who had done much to 

advance Polish culture and Ideals• As had been stated at the 

beginning of this chapter, tho Saint Stanislaus Parish served 

not only A S A religious center f ^ v Chicago roles but had boon 

tho fulcrum of oil Polish activities, fits former pastor of 

SAlnt John Cantiua parish* Reverend John Kasprstynakl WAS 

anted the now pastor* The Resurrection Congregation selected 

Father Franeis Gordon, a young mm of exceptional abilities* 

to replaee Bather B&rsynaki AS builder and organiser. 

A gyaamaiua was erected la 1900 f m? tho young people 

of Saint Stanislaus parish but because of the urgent need 

§m> more classrooeis, it WAS ooavortod into A school in tho 

fallowing year, Additional classrooias were aoodod in 1902, 

so tho old school WAS rebuilt At a oost of $8g#8S0f mking a 

total of twenty-four elasarooias available fop elementary 

education. Father Gordon organiEcd the People*a fMlvorsity 

during the noacs yea# aad lacturee wore given on Poll ah 

History, Polish culture, religion and citisonship,. Members 

of the Haaurrectlon CtaAg*«gAtl*a.# leading Polish jourrialiato 

and ©thsr professional mm conduced the classes. The demise 

of father mmpmM did not retard tho growth sad progress 

of jf&lonl** In fact his death mmt%€ mnoh of tho factional 

jftiftftlsm a»d opfoaitioa to the HosuOTootioalst Fathers* 
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When Father Francis Gordon mm appointed pastor of 

Saint Stenialaus, another e m of progress WAS inaugurated* 

From all indications it was oven more progressive and more 

constructive than the BasMiyaski period, A oe^loua fire 

delayed tho building program planned by the now pastor. On 

Beoan&er SI* ISO©, ft** dosts^rod tho large m>d@i?a s shoal 

building * tho library contal*iing e v w one thousand velw»@# 

Aad all records of su&y parish activities* Hie parish 

suffered A less of over one hundred fifty thousand dollars 

for uninsured property. Over throe thousand children wore 

without educational facilities. Glasses wore conducted in 

tho upper and lower ohmrohos* the nuns wore temporarily 

housed la Saint Kaspy** Hospital building while th© church 

societies hold tholr meetings ia the college building aad in 

the ©ffleoA of tli* foliah dally Q^oa^iM,* By m®m m$ 

1007, construction of A mew school, seaveat and aud|toi»itsa 

began* l^d by Father ̂ opta% tho pailsh societies began 

tmmeish activity to raise th© aooossary funds to finance 

thie now pp*|eet* In August, the mm» wore able to move Into 

fch*i# now h © » and la Deoeji»o3P oven their pi&v&to chapel was 

expiated* Warn sohool building five stories high contained 

t±nr*teax tolmewmm* thy** lay^e saoetia® halls and o«b*r 

aeooHMOd&ticms, Fully equipped the school cost two huadrosi 

*is&y, tSamtssM dollars. Qmmmwitj of tho parishioaws mm 
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asooytalnod frosa the fact that A single collection to re­

build the school amounted to $40,079*54» la 1906, tho now 

auditorium, the finest ia tho city, was cockle ted, The 

buildings wore dedicated by Archbishop Qulgloy ®S3& by the 

Viee-Froaldent of th* United states, Charles I^irbanks, who 
Si 

ease to Chisago for this occasion # 

tfhen the need for strong aggressive leadership had 

arisen in the Jjsmeulate Heart of Mary parish, Its organiser 

PAther Ooi>doa WAS transferred there la 1®0»# Saint 

StAalslau* continued t* serve AS the heart of Foloala under 

tho pastorage of Father Hogalsfcl* irew buildings and lis* 

provoaoats wero Added yearly| new interests and activities 

developed* In 191** tho parish school beessse one of tho 

first to iatrodue© a two year esffisaerelal course. Buying tho 

following years Father Impanels Desablnskl became pastor and 

iAAUgurated way time activities designed to atrengthen the 

cause of Poland's Independence. At saint StAalslau* as la 

All Polish parishes, plans ways formulated to oolloot large 

sums of money to be used whoa Poland was liberated* 

She Holy M a l t y Parish established in 1873 was 

located only a few bloclca fr<«a the pioaoor parish* As had 

been assKfcloned oaylier, this parish developed a* a y**ult *f 

m ) m i i i ii I I I I I W I I -

M *£&* ff*Hflror. P*f»y*A kt,, ,^fw»B» m?. »M*» 
p* 89*89s 
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overcrowded conditions at mint Stanislaus08. Th© plan of 

oyganiaatlon WAS undertaken by tho Saint Joseph Society 

with the Approval of tho bishop. A plot of land was 

purchased for ton thousand dollars and the land was dooded 

to th* society* Due to the proseimlfcy of the two ohurohos 

friction developed which eventually led to bodily assaults 

between tho members of taint Stanislaus and Saint 3<smth 

Societies23* Xaa*asaeh a* Bishop Foley favoyod th© as-

tabliohaent of A now parish* Father Joha Wo&awskl of saint 

Stanislaus Aided the saint Joseph society ia tho collection 

of funds for the now <ehuyeh# Meatoey* of the founding 3©* 

elety constructed the church themselves siaoo they could 

not afford th* seyvloos of professional builder* * SIshop 

Foley blessed th* now eh&reh privately ia oydoa? not to la* 

crease the ill feelings botwooa tho two parishes* As a 

matter of record, the church *** never publicly olessed* 

With the ©xooptlom of two parcel* of land retained to moot 

unexpected easpoaee®. tho Saint Joseph sooloty turaod the 

deed of the property over to tho Bishop la conformity w.ith 

the yeOlag of the Beatify* Oomrtl*4* 

Althoa^i It was a soparato entity* th© now parish 

was ooasldeyed a mission oMroh by the pyt**t« and pa* 

yt*hle*t*y* of $a.tefc BtA«lal*ag# fho underlying emo** of 

»ii.i.mw<.inii«iiM»-ni»wii" MIIIIUKII nmmii 
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All fflleunderutan&ing was the division ia authoxdty over th* 

PAy4.*h fiaAaoo*, tho responsibility being shared by th© 

p*»t*y aad tho parish treasurer* Bach had oontrol of ape* 

cifio aouroes of ineosie and the true situation of tho pa* 

rochial finances was unlmowa* this resulted in *««tt**tlca* 

against both treasurer and the priest* All Attesapt* of 

Father Bftygyas3d. for roeoaolllAfeion met with rebuff sad sue* 

plcion, Iheae appyohonsioas wore based on common knowledge 

that Father Bej^^yasM eonaldoysd th© now parish taeroly a 

Mission sad planned to control it* ffee stint Stanislaus 

faction OAllod for oloslag of Holy Wlnlty Ctmreh and the 

building of one large now church to aeeowaodate all. fhl* 

plea was suppoyted by sowe MOMfeers of Boly Vviiiitv but It 

appeared that they wore primarily now paylsMeneys who had 

contributed nothing to tho organisation and building of tho 

church* Adding to the confusion was a petition circulated 

by FAthey BAjmpsskl demanding; tho dissolution of Boly Trinity 

as A separate parish. It had been signed by most of the pa­

rishioners of Saint Stanislaus aad many of those from Holy 

Trinity. Simultaneously the opposition circulated a pe­

tition demanding cosiplets MtaneaQr* It was further stlpu* 

lated ttaat as long as their pastor was a swsber of th© 

losuyyootlom Ooagy*pttloa all payish flaaaooa would bo 

eatyustod to a paudata ty«*um**r elootod by th* parishloa»rs 
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and he alea* would be yospoasiblo for tho finance*®®* la 

the meantime, Fafehar Baysyaaki had aside plana to novo Holy 

trinity Ghupsh to Bradley Street and coaveyt it into a 

school bunding* He failed duo to th® reluotanco of civil 

s&therltles to issue A poyoit offootlag auoh a transfer of 

property. Bad ho succeeded, he would have precipitated a 

saAjey riot* Defeated in this Attempt* he tried to ooavlao© 

tho real estate fim of Sheldon and Bow, tho mortgagee, that 

Holy Trinity parish would no longer exist and that tho firm 

could dispose of tho pyopeyty* It w&s listed for auotloa in 

the English langUAge papers as payments, had h%m la arrears 

to tho extent of one thousand five hundred dollars. To pre­

vent legal ooH^HoAtloas, tho realtors notified Andrew Kuyyf 

president of the Saint Joseph Soeiety. aad ©ffoyod to with* 

hold tho auction if tho amount duo was paid J«iedla&ely# 

fhoy proninod to issue a clear title to them upon eesstpletien 

of A H 9*|MKfear% Kuyy aad other interested parishioners 

wore able to raise the neeessary mm aad agreed to meet tho 

regaining p&ysteats promptly. For tho immnt It appeared that 

aoBSfeloy had returned. t?nf ertuaafeely this was only a prelude 

to th© tragedy that followed. 

mmrmimii urn IIIIHI.II.HII..II Kin i in i i i . i»n» 

**Xt 1* isspossibla to sjsplain tho prcwiso smd* by 
th* ytmlt*** steoo th* pyopeyty had boon ai signed previously 
to Il*hop Foley by the S&iat Joseph society* 



ItttntDXHO OF FASSlfflffiS II 

Siaoo tho p*yla!bioneys had assumed responsibility 

fey the financial solvency of the pariah, It was dooided 

that A H fla&nelal scatters would bo entrusted to tho parish 

tye&aurey* Oa the first Sunday in La»t* 1874, the parish 

tyeaouyer* Joseph araje$syl&# took possession of tho woeiOy 

church solloetioa* Informed hy Father Baysyaskl of this 

latest development, fee Bishop oyd«yod th© church closed. 

M a prsoipitated a riot aad m a y of tho more informed 

sashey* of Sadat Stanislaus Shawn suppoytod th© position of 

Soâ r Syiaity* It wag one thing for th® Poloa to fight aaong 

thosisolvos but they could not tolerate an outsider* even a 

bishop, Interfering with wh*t they considered their private 

affair* 

Holy M a l t y gained «y*p*thl**y* not only mxmg tho 

Fellah element but also other OAtholle p»oup»* the Slffaop 

yemaiaed steadfast and the ohweh ywtaijsod alo*ed for four* 

toon months, Xm the iaioyls *•»• paylabloaeys attended the 

Saint Stanislaus Ohuroh whore they wore hayaagued by tho 

Heeuryeetiomist priests trying to defend and justify their 

position in this degrading episode. Many joined tho adjacent 

Ooysian parish of Belnt Bonifao® while sows Abandoned the 

0atholie ®tuy*h ia uttssj* ooafcewpt* Bie closing of the ehuyefe 

had A sobering affect upon mmt Polos* ,tb*y realisod that 

only th»u^* unity and solidarity waa p*«gy*ssiw* action 

possible* Use two factions deelA«d to forget thair dlffeyenoea 
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And work in unison f*y tho welfayo of the IgKnlfiPant caa-

amity* Besieged by delegation® to reopen tho church* tho 

Bishop agyeed as soon m ho found a suitable priest to ad­

minister tho parish* the negotiations between tbsw booaa© 

stagnant duo to the laslstaaao of tho Bishop to give tho 

pariah to tho Hesuryeotloai^t priests while the parishioners 

refused to aooept thest^* 

Wall© tills i»&sae ooourrod* Father Albert 

Sleloussay from Hew XorSs: was visiting ia th© bom© of an 

Influential Fele, publisher £*ynlewlos* flow* of tho Chicago 

Poles had Jrnowa ttoth** Sfleleussay la Europe aad thoy asked 

him to resiala la Clxlaê -Q. A now oosnittoo was dispatched to 

the Bishop suggesting that ho appoint Father ttlsletuta&y as 

pastoy of tholr pariah # J'yomising to coasldoy th® awttey* 

ho Instructed tho gyoup to return tho following d&j with tho 

priest* Jtethe* iHolcustey acconpaalod by th® eows&ttoo 

oallod upoa the Bishop and pr***nt*4 his eyodeafclals* After 

a cursory aomdaAtleav the Bishop dismissed tho group saying 

®?wm%m mmzm* *»*• eift*. vol* io# p* s©* 
^Ffethoy melon* slay* boya aad aduostod in Prussian 

Poland* was ordaiaod la 1M0« Bo had boon iutprisoned for 
aiao swath* by tho *«tb*yiti*s they* imp insulting th® royal 
fsally# loofeuso of his aay*l*»tiag opposition to tho 
l*yu»siaai»tloa of Pol**, ho was constantly movod about by 
ehuyoh Authorities*, p«feabXy at the suisgostloa of th* civil 
govoyamont e&o fo&yed his lnflu*ao* over tho subjugated 
people* To esmpt furthoy pw*eutlo% ho ©*»&# to 4n*yi*A« 
A* pastoy of * folieh. parish ia Kav York, ho had «e*ie 
difficulty mm the m t l j m l l s t i * tosa* of toeylean hierarchy* 
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byusl&y* *I do not too* Father Mi»l*ti*ayte aad do not wish to 

know him89®* 

Bebuffod* the parishioners appealed to tho Holy see* 

!$&y*e OAbles wor© dispatched before a favorable reply was 

resolved aul&iorlsiag Falser Ul*l*tt**ny to say mass until 

sash time as tho eaolesiaettoal authority eoald conduct an 

Investigation a»d terminate the Issue* Oa April 84, 1877, 

the church ims reopened* la A lot toy to his mother la 

Poland, Fathor Kielomaray gave tho following account of tho 

incident; 

Sawing tyaveled 1*Q00 miles from Mow ¥©yk, I stopped 
ia Chisago. 13»ye ar® smay 2*oles here who know m& 
bask homo* a*y have three churches here. Hie Bishop 
decided to oioso and dmkmf ©no of th©»* & * **!•• 
would not pen&it thia t© happen ©lac® it had cost them 
a lot of soaoy aad since It was built only two year® 
ago* Shoy asfeed mo to help thow and I agreed aad 
oausod a sd*undfryat*adiag between tho Bishop and my* 
self* I roopaaod tho church on f&lm Sunday by th© 
peysdasitm of tho Fopo* At l***t 1*000 people attend 
.lass each Sunday, ttsey pay a* #S0*§O pm? soath plus 
iaoidontals* I have boon here two Months* l have a 
oholy hero a® good a® tho o»# ia tho Oathedral at 
daio*ao, but 1 do not know how th© Holy Fathor will 
decide this Issue* Th* Bishop eeaaid*** m® aad asy 
pArishloaoys as falloa away frea tho ehuych while 1 
pyetest this and it Is a aouye* of tyoubl* between ua* 
£h* people ay© solidly behind mo since the Bishop 
haysted fchoa and would cause them to lose $20*000* 
Many paylshioaeys have made 1mm to tho ohuroh which 
they would ioao* th*yofey«* there is gosaplalat, crying 
aad cursing of th® Di*h*p mid one of the priests 
{Bay«ya*feiT who is helping tho Sliabop against as and 
my people*^* 

^ihid»* p* «MB4* 
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•She parish prespeyed* She au»ytg*s* was paid, tho 

ahuyoh rodoooyatod, two now *!***§ puyehased and a new 

yoetoyy was *y*oted* En* parish school whloh had boon 

established in 1879 was ia sossioii *l£he**>i the enroll^iant 

suffered due to the uafAlr *yltl*JUn of the opposition* lh* 

parents also feared that the parish would be dissolved at any 

time. 

As A prerequisite to any settlement of the Holy 

Trinity question, the now prelate of Ohioago, Archbishop 

peahen, withdrew the pylvlle®* of heayiag ooafossioa fveai 

Father Mielcussny and oydoyod him to do penanee* 8&»n this 

occurred la January of 1881, the priest refused to obey the 

Archbishop and was detsnsined to gain complete control of 

th* church property* fbm pyopeyty had boon &«&$&*& to the 

Bishop of ChloAge* the parish eeaaait***, aad Fsthey 

Ml*lou*gay ia *sju*l shares* A® e*nd&*% angered tsaay of his 

payiahioaeys who insisted that ho renounce his legal claim 

to the parish pyopeyty# lis yofusal resulted ia eivll lltl* 

gation* lot to b* outdone ho instituted eivil aotlon against 

the parish* This natter was a***? adjudicated since Father 

Mielcusany died Of apoplexy oa Juno 2, 1881. Although runors 

of poiaoalag wore widely •iMwl*t*d# th* olvll authorities 

weye satisfied hi* »vM»u death wis from aatuyml OA***** I» 

oydoy to pyoveat Any iaoldont** tho funoyal was held *t Seiat 
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Adalbert Church with episcopal penniesion^1. 

With the death of Father Mlelcussay, negotiations 

were yeopened between tho Archbishop and the pariahioners* 

A pASter acceptable to the people was promised as noon as a 

el ear title for the property in the name of tho G&tholio 

giahop of Chicago WAS Issued32 • When the papers were ready, 

tho Ayohbiahop refused to accept them unless they would 

Allow the church aad rootoyy to bo coavoyted into an orphans'' 

home or an annex of $alnt Stanislaus Pariah* He olaizied his 

pyedocessor Bishop Foley had signed a ninety-nine year 

ooatyaot with the Eosuryootlon Congregation* Xhe provisions 

of this eoatraot wore never revealed* Father Saulak toiapo** 

yaylly adjaiaisteyed the parish* Tho parochial school was 

continued under the direction of Anthony Kallek with tho ap-

pyoval of tho Archbishop* The opposition froya Saint Stanis-

laus continued to iateyfeye and Intensify tho bad failing 

between the people and tho ecclesiastical authority* Anethoy 

appeal was direeted to tho Pop** The first letter to Row© 

WAS dispatched on Ootoboy 82, 2&0S* followed by the second on 

January 16# 188$* Both had boon written by a Chisago at-

torney of XtAllaa ojttyaotloa* Roooiviag no reply to tholr 

selieltAties** they pyopayod a petition signed by the 
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outstanding eitiaoas of all nationalities, sixty member* of 

th* state legislature, the governor of Illinola* tho mayor 

of Chicago, and the United states congressmen from Illinois. 

It WAS accompanied by a letter from the State Representative 

of the thirteenth District, 0, A. JCLupp, and stalled oa 

May 15* 1SS5, to William w* Aster, Halted States Ambassador 

to Italy* who would personally deliver it to tho Holy 

Father. The Secretary of the American Legation, L* Richard* 

replied cm Juno £7* 1883, acknowledging interest la this 

matter* 

Xa the temporary absence of Mr* Astor, I wish to 
inform you that tho documents for the Holy Fathey 
have been forwarded unofficially through tho ractor 
of tho Araeyisaa Oollege to b© dsliveyed ia person®** 

The Holy Trinity question began to interest the 

American press* Hupp succeeded In having tho reporter of 

*&* ghica-̂ o fimm eximlna the situation at first hand md & 

different viewpoint than had been given uy the opposition 

appeared. Two day* later, however, under tho title Priest 

sad People a now attasfc was launched agalast Holy frialty* 

The matter WAS temporarily resolved when the priosto of 

Saint Bonif*o* supported $bly tEyialty* Over thyo© j&ontha 

M**MMM 

1*1*. ffayafil MM. fyoioy* op-oit** p# $1-32. 
,J" m t m W WelW'tEs ĝaf'sA'doy of tho 

Salted Statea in this mat tor was undertaken foolishly* It 
Would have b**a impossible for MM to undertake the mission 
officially AS this was a local church mattoy which in no 
way Izjvolved the relationship of America and tho Vatican. 
At this time a* official diplomatic representation eadUstod 
botwooa tfeu**> 
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had elapsed sine* an Appeal was made to the Pope and no 

word had been received, petitions were dispatched to the 

church dignitarlea seeking their iateyoossion* Many 

parishioners had some from aallcia, hence a memorandum was 

seat to tho Papal Huaoio la Vienna* lo pres&sod to later* 

Odd* for then with Cardinal Simeon!, Prefect of th© Propa­

ganda. A sosBsittee called oa Archbishop Solas of Milwaukee 

who WAS leaving for Hosts* He promised to inteycodo* 

Archbiehop ffeehaa had beoa in Bonne la 1SB3 and upon 

his yetuya yeopeaod tho Holy M a l t y issue* Bts was willing 

to reestablish the parish ©a two conditionsj acceptance of 

A sMaaber of th* Resurrection Congregation as pastor, and 

acknowledgment that th* parish was only an annex of Saint 

Stanislaus Church, Thesa conditions were presented at a 

special meeting oalled by tho Archbishop aad presided ©voy 

by Vieay deaoyal Seaway on April M$ 1©84* £>* pariahleners 

voted unanimously against both pyopoaals* The status re* 

raalnad unchanged for tho next five years. Archbishop Foohaa 

again yeopeaod a*$etiAtiona* A week later oa January 11, 

1880, A olaay 4&0€ to tho parish pmm#%y was given to him 

aad he promised to assign a priest acceptable to tho people 

of th* parish*"% Opening of the ehureh was sohodulod fay 

®%*yh*p» hi* latoatio©* w*y® si»e*y*» but duo to 
py*as»y# of the Jtessuroetionlsts, hi* pmm&m wm afeawlosed* 
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5Jh© ©spootations of th© parlsMonors wore changed to 

disappointment when they discovered that their now pastor 

was a Roaurrootioalst* Father Binoa Koby*ya*kl* Bioy had 

boon dupod* Hi© now pastor was unpopular from tho "stmvf ba« 

ginning* Una objection was not to M s person but to tho 

Congregation of which he WAS a jaeusber* Sueh noatal atfcltud* 

precluded any amioable relationship*: Ho informed tho p*opl* 

that money expended ia past negotiations would not bo liqui­

dated by the pariah treasury, 'This provoked resentment 

among those who had advanced loans aad had been promised re* 

payzsent from the normal parish Income * Ia a sermon one 

Sunday ia August, tho pastor threatened to decorate the 

eatyance with raouralng bunting to humiliate tho parishioners 

If they did aot become nor® eoopeyatlvo aad submissive* 

Only tho ojulok thinking of tho teaeh^y^rganist, Anthony 

Hallok, pyovoatod a serious riot in tho ohuroh and bodily 

h a m to the pastoy^s
t She Ayohblshop ordoyod tho ©huych 

closed foy the third tlaj*f and ignored all airwala for Its 

y*opealag* 

la Movorah<ayji a eostsittoo consisting of Anthony 

Hallek* end Joseph aiHtnelstey left for Washington, District 

of Columbia, to see Archbishop aatolli* tho special repre* 

seatatlvo of tho Pope seat feo Asuerloa to offlata** at tho 
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dedication of th* O&tholio Ua£v***ity of Araeyioft* From a 

0hio*«OAa of ItAliaa descent, they had yooeived a lottoy of 

iatyoduotloa to the Italian ©oasul ia Boltisioye and throu#i 

hira t&ey a*t $m*p*m Sohiaf tin©* a relative of Oaydiaal 

Ofecoblni* an Influential Roman Prclat©. ttyough later* 

cession ©f sdilaftlsjo and the good offices of Cardinal 

Gibbons, they yooelvod a prosd*© fyom Ayohbiahop satolll 

that he peyaoaally would present their grievances to th© 

pyefeet of the Propaganda, pay the next seven month* a* 

word we* heard , 

It was now determined to send A osssmittoo directly 

to Rome, m © store pyo*p#y©us eoatylbutod aooessary fund* 

and A oosMlttoo of lablonski and Orajcsyk left for B**v» 

early ia %BM» fhey met with Oardiaml Jacobinl who aeouaed 

them of lukewaiw attachment to their faim* Cardinal 

Siwooni WAS sympathetic but easplainod that tho Propaganda 

did not wish to interfere with matters which should bo 

settled by th* local bishop* Tho Pop* waa too ill to see 

them aad Cardinal Ledoehowakl WAS not seeing anyone* m e 

alsaion proved fruit lea a. 

In th* meantiTH© Ayohbiahop' aatolli returaod to tho 

t&alted States as Papal Legate and another commit tee was dl*-

patched to so* hiia. Be promised to east* to QhiOAgo to 

J ••i l lMl liiliHUIlllillli'ini mi 
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•samlne the situation. Oa June fi, 1893* Archblahop satolli 

arrived At Holy Trialty* colebyated Mass aad by this act 

officially yeopeaod the church, She struggle was over* rBm 

peyaletence sad determination to fight far what they know 

was A Just OAus* had won them Independence frost tho !?ssur~ 

rootion Congregation. At &he direetioa of the Papal Legato 

the parish was entrusted to th® Holy Grose Fathers of South 

Band, Indiana. 

Fa they W* osysewskl was appointed toaerporary edsiinla-

trator to escealao tho condition of tho pariah and appoint a 

responsible parish eosaslttes* lis findings indicated that 

the parishioners were loyal and zaeral people and that tho in­

debtedness of the pariah amounted to spproxtaatoly ton 

thousand dollars, fhis had boon expended la an attempt to 

win Autoaoisy* At tho suggestion of Ayohbishop Satolli* 

Father Gaaimir Sstuosk© of the Holy Cross Congregation was 

appointed pastor % 

The mm pastor did aot aake a favorable itaproasion. 

Is was a mrj young nan* ordaiaod only two yeaya earlier, 

mmXX la stature sî d frail. The opposition began to circu­

late stories that tho parish would bo closed la a few weeks. 

^Fathey sstuo^k© *** bora ia Pole** ia 1807* Ho 
ayylvod in Ameriea at the age of fifteen* u s educated by tho 
Holy Or©** Father® and ordaiaod at tfoty* Basse ia 1891. Ho 
was tho antithesis of Father Bay*ya»kl» Fathor Ortuexiee was 
A issa of gyeat piety* humble* charitable* completely devoted 
t* bis sailing* fh* Polish Independent Ohuyea would have 
Absorbed assay dissatisfied Pol** had It aot boon for his aid. 
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la a abort whilo* however* th* parishioners found this young, 

iaoacpoyionood pyieot ©nergotic and pious, an exceptionally 

gifted ateinlatratoy, a man whom everyone learned to love and 

yespeet*. One of his first lapoytaab decisions, whloh gained 

general approval aaong M s parishioners and othey fol*** wm 

to extend an invitation to tho Poliah national Alliance to 

hold its convention at Holy Trinity parish* The Polish 

National AHiano© eomposed of snore liberal and progressive 

iisaaigrants had been considered a leftist organisation beaause 

of laeJULeious propaganda* Sh* gravity of the®® misrepre­

sentations was ovldenaod by th© fact that th© Ordinaries of 

two dioooses had forbidden role* to join this oygfenlsatioa 

uader paid of exeowuaicafclon » The convention omsposed of 

delegates representing ail Fellah oonnuaitle* in the United 

States byou^xt Much valuable publicity to fee Holy Trinity 

parish. 

A auisfeer of parish societies for the youth and fee 

adults was organised by tho pastor* T&m pariah waa a b**hivo 

of activity* pyovidlag social iateroour©® for tho people and 

Monetary aid to the ohuroh* in April* 18S>4, th© pariah ccra« 

nitto* determined to build a now school * looauao only 

36st*f*» SABSSMZlMfX, Fpjlfeoy *f Aaegyo** Op»noitu* 

p. 48*4®* 
^%nli3te other catholic (fouyefte* la flhiea^o* Koly 

t r in i ty Fayish Ceaajltt** dsalded All important parochial 
Issues and o^eadl tares* I t does ao even to this day* 
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feur thousand dollars had boon collected for this purpose, 

tho Archbishop refused to permit its construction. Father 

Sstuosko appealed to hie parishioners and in three days an 

additional three thousand dollars were collected* iJernleslon 

for construction waa granted with the provision that th© 

parishioners would Individually assume financial responsi­

bility* She throe story building provided accomodations for 

780 studenta in its twelv© classrooms plus other facilities. 

It nocoasltated an o,xpenditia*e of six thousand dollars* The 

school enrollment increased so rapidly that la five years ad* 

dltional facilities had to b® provided* 

In May of that same year, Archbishop Poehan paid an 

official vlait to th© parish and was satisfied that the 

poopl© wore orderly and their pastor a man of virtue. In 

1895, the parish committee agreed to undertake remodeling of 

th® church* F.aeh of the twenty**!*: societies? assumed re* 

sponslbllity for financing eosis part of tho project* One 

purchased a new boll, another now vestments for th© church, 

each In like wanner completed Its share of tho undoytalcing* 

those church societies war© tho bAOkbone of the parish"*0. 

During th© following yeara, Father sstuocko was 

invited by th* Polish national Alliance to dedicate its new 

homo* this waa a great honor extended to so young a priest, 

^%si*je Farafil 3w* gyojcy* Qp», sit*. p# 53-74« 
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la hie dedicatory addyesa he referred to tills organisation 

as th© heart of Polish culture and spirit In America. Ho 

doaeyibod their now homo aa a focal point of all Polish 

Aotivlty* Although aeveyly criticised by th© Polish Roman 

Catholic Onion adherents h© had made a significant impyoseion 

on the mor® llbeyal eleaent and regained aany poles free tho 

Independent Polish National Church* In 1900, th© parish had 

to p*y $7,500 which was claimed by some parishioners as* motmj 

advanced to th© parish during the period of Interregnum. 

this was actually only half of the amount which the Apostolic 

Delegate ruled must be paid* Ifeo other half was paid by the 

SAint Stanislaus Parish^1. 

Pour years later tho parish was host to a convention 

of dologAtos reproeonting all Polish parishes in tho Halted 

States. *®m call waa issued aftoy th* Bishops of tho Mil** 

wRuke© and tho layquette Dlooee** ordered English laagitag© 

used la Polish ohuyehes and In the teaching of OAteehlam* 

It was Father astuosfeo who took th* Initiative to pyenrent 

this Attempt at nationalistic extinction rallying othoy® to 

aotlon* tho plan succeeded and the Polish language was 

yetain*d*% 
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By 1008* tii.® parish wast dob* free awi plans ware 

made for oonstyuotlon of a new ehuyeh* Impyoved real estate 

had to be purchased as vacant land was not available, no* 

oessltating an oaspoadlture of forty*thr©o thousand dollars* 

l&eayatioa began in April* 1904, and tho structure cost an 

Additional UBS*©73*49. A loss of five thousand dollars was 

suffered when a looal bank In which the church funds were 

located collapsed* The parish served ae ucyve center for the 

Polish Catholic Congress which was a*py**sly organised to 

petition for Polish Bishops* She o*n*eo:y*tion of Pathoy Paul 

Rhode as Bishop ia 1906 was tho direst result of pleasure 

exerted by this organisation*®* 

the building program continued under capable leader­

ship of th© pastor* lb* oonstyuotlon of a mm school was 

begun la 1908* la addition to all these parochial activities 

over fifteen thousand dollars #@re collected that year to aid 

flood victims and orphans Irs Poland* Ilia parish donated 

seven thousand dollars toward the founding of the Polish 

orplmnag© of Saint Hodwlg* Two years later, twenty*nia* 

thousand dollars wore appyepylated to purchase property to 

house the newly established Holy Trinity Hl^h school and la 

1011 tho Kosolussko fttolio ̂ ohool WAS povahAaed from the city 

*̂l**Xteff IBU3M* Sjodia lIM^oldol* KilwAUk*** 
amkarala 8*« fojoioeha* lli^V'TbiTi.npTJSBU* 41&*416# 
4«*446 #§ff €m$ 788, 814* Vol* ». p* TOS# 
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t0jp thirty thousand dollars to provide mora apace for tho 

rising enrollment of high school studonta* rJhy©o years 

later a now rectory and a parish club house wore completed 

representinrv an outlay of AP> roxlxtfetoly ton thousand dollars. 

Th® final achievement of this porlnd wao tho eyoctlon of tho 

now aohool building oorapletad in 191© at a cost of over a 

quarter nillion dollars'* * 

With th© beginning of >Vorld War I, the parish co­

operated with regional and national Polish organisations la 

every activity which would help the rebirth of the Polish 

State* Parades, theatricals and patriotic m&nif©stations 

wore means used to rai®e money* Political loaders were 

contacted, public opinion cultivated and ©very possible 

moans was -asod to arouse Interest of Vie American public In 

th© Polish Question45* 

^»e disagreement between tho two pienoey pari si sea had 

produced saany unexpected oea**<ttaene**« it accelerated tho 

desire of many lsjm!gp*ant0 to aova to now localities in tho 

City thus exposing thesaselvos to forces of assimilation* A 

more serious consequence was the alawsintj Incyoaae of rsoribor* 

ship la the Polish national Oatholi© cthoyoh stimulated by tho 

p̂*atl,itajpt ffarafll awjatej, ftypjpy* tec* cife#. «, aiwsc* 

^8tsMs£aw OMSA* npTAWA Fol*k* W AjBeyyo* PdXnoonel, 
M M „ * mm%tmmnmttu»i«m »• - M I m m i(a>i* , Nm«.».i .ihuum M n umH~mmmmm*mmmmimJ 

Op* a l t** p* 93* 
-mil* nr>ii lii i HI i " 
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d i sun i ty , In t e r -pa rooMal s t r i f e , hat® of /teoriaaa e a a l e s i -

a s t i o a l hieyarehy and the sheer s t u p i d i t y of the i isdt ;ranta* 

fho srovemnt was encouraged by l ay and c l e r i c a l opportunists 

who isade an exce l len t l i v i n g frcaa tho Independent Church 

Hovsaaant. Barasosewaki repor ted tha t there -grera four Inde*» 

pendent Pol ish pa r i shes l a Chicago &n& one Bapt is t sai salon 

in 1908, amis 

In addition to the priost ia th© full moaning of th© 
word, there are m&xtf who loft Europe gladly released 
by their bishops* many of whom were dlsciissifd frcsa 
European soainsrlos aad were ordained in tho United 
States, latere wore also laen of no religion who can© 
hero to stake ssoney as priests*®* 

In sow cases tho parisliioaors began agitation for 

an Xad*p*ndent Church because of th© dissatisfaction with 

tho bishop* Th® BAltiBoye Oouacll had deoreed that bishops 

alone possess legal title to all church property* This do-

olaioa had caused sufficient ttlaundeyatAndias la few Polish 

parishes to renounce their affiliation- to the foaan ohuroh* 

Finally the language iaaue was dooisivo In. sera* instances» 

Tho organisers of the' Independent Ohuroh substituted Polish 

for latin la churoh services* Inducing samy confused and ua» 

SafoypMkl people to join their isoveawnt* 

©i© Independent Bishop'of Chicago was Father Kioslowakl 
ordained la Southern Italy *4 solam ftiaaaw and 

^atAffen BAftSZGZSBfSKI* Pplaoy..!/., Aseyyoe, Pp.* cit.* 
p* 38* 
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oonsocratod bishop by tho Old Catholic Mishap Mersog 
in awl tsar land'.' ' Th© loaders of the Independent 
ghxupoh feioveatont in the United States are people of 
ao principles completely dor.onorsted while their 
priests constitute Uw dirtiest ©xauplos of A'wIIah 
priests In America4"* 

la on© instance "fee American bishops added to this 

confusion by sending Irish clerical students to seminaries 

in Poland in order that they l o a m th© l&n'ru&^o and replace 

the Polish priests in their diocese* This was discovered hj 

Beveyond i*» Cwikala of Cleveland who received a letter fycaa 

hia brothey* a mn>mb®F of tho faculty of Lwow SeainAyy. 

1?o our seminary are arriving mm®& mn&m so that 
wo can call our seninary a a y l t m r ^ Four 
Assoylcaa students ayrived "for the first year 
course* They are Kngliah or rather Irish. They 
have strange naiaes; Ihuysaan, MacKeo, King and 3©ok« 
?h© first two have attended a seminary In Detroit 
for two y®&m aad converse in Polish* fhoy have 
excellent sessory. One® they boar Polish words they 
ye&smber theta**1'* 

1?he loyalty of mmj r-olos to their parish prieuts 

at times approached fouAtlolani* %i th* priest was justly 

ropriiaendod by his olshep for soya Infraction of rules, m 

would accuse his superior of anti-polish activity and load 

his pAx&sdal oners 1-oto tho Independent Ohureh* If It was 

necessary to erect a now church* ho could depend on iMny 

Protestant sect® for monetary support* finally the 

w^>mm*a\Tim>'m!iimm*mm 

*73tef*n aAHSSC&SWaKI, folfeoy,,,ff„,,Atta.yyqe* op* oi t . , 

*s p* 4B*4$* 
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poisonous elenenta of tho Polish proas wore responsible for 

encouraging the Independent Movement by circulating 

falsehoods* superstition and hat©* 

Any butcher or saloon keooor boeasno a publisher, 
sent his paper all over tho unitjd states because 
of inexpensive mall charges, fonontcd trouble and 
disorganised the pooplo* ©ome priests to satisfy 
"their ©go and sre-sot© their own Interests also 
publish papers^0* 

ffii© Independent Stovenent was without doubt the nost disorgan­

ising factor among Foles in Chicago and in otrior pat»tc of the 

country* Its growth beo&no so rapid that American bishops 

called upon Jesuits from Poland to contain it, Th© oppo* 

sition to tho Jesuit missionaries was suaaaarised by their 

ehroalclort 

Our Palish missionaries are meeting almost every­
where with great opposition, Tho National Church 
has taken hold of the people1® »ind in a vague but 
alanaiii£ nannor. Prioots fcho;ns elves - sua ponded 
priests of course - have a own th© tares of schism* 
Hot wllliac to relinquish tholr parishes and their 
high living* they tell the people that the Irish 
bishops Late tho l*©losf that bhoy c&rs for nothing 
but atonoy* that there foro tho Poles should have acme 
bishops of their ovm. It was in keeping with this 
dosir© of having bishops of their own that two Polish 
priests* EAralnski aad Koslovaki* seat co far as to 
ask and obtain tho Episcopal consecration at th* 
hands of a achiajsabloal bishop*•• 

pyon tbl** it is easy to understand tliat our Polish 
DlAsloaeriee, father® MAtauakok (slo), Belgort, and 
Xltxmite. when opening a mission In tho neighborhood 
content with $reat difficulties. Entire towts aro 
thrown into ocasnetlon* One would thlni: that the t5*cea 

}f»m»ntmwtummm^y*,m<*mi'mnm'mK*ti»mmimm\ 

4 % t e f a n BMMtiZLlZ&&Z2# i'olA.ey ,tf .Aaoyyoo, OpA..olt*, 
p* 5$* 



of the Reformation had come back a(ja5n« Vho nows* 
payors in the service of the Tfatlotml relish church 
spread torrlblo reports about tbo jnisaionarios, 
while oayioAturoB reproaontlng th© uiaalon&riea ac 
criminals of tho darkoat dyo are nproad every day 
boforo tho people to gaae upon1* 

In founding tholr community, tho i'olish inr&rrante 

had ovorcoso tholr own weaknesses. It xma natural that tho 

environmental differences of tho Russian* Prussian and tho 

Austrian Poles would clash In this ZQtiaolj populated so title-

laont. In th© solution of their probleraa they found a mutual 

media in Catholicism, Out of feho social chaos and fratsrnal 

atru03lo* thorj grow a significant; jjroup with detorrolnod 

purpose and hope for tho future, 'ftio growth of Chicago from 

a nuabor of isolated laaal̂ ront coiiimunitioa into a thriving 

metropolis in tho first half century was symbolic of tho 

isrlorants* propose® * Pros a fow iDsjiisrant faiilllos In tho 

first settlement* th® Polish population increased to alnoat 

a quarter of a lallXian aouls distributed throughout many 

localities In tho city* !£hsy craoygod as a vital force onong 

tho other European iaaaicpaata In tho moltim; C?ot ^t the 

world, The i'olish iRttl̂ ranta had contributed inrte&aurably 

to tho rapid growth of Chicago* 

50F* I* nGBWJitrm, from, our follsh r^sBlonayloa 
fhe Wooaetoc& Lot&ers, HowaM/ iioaraska* ii.cj.so* IS^v, 
vol, 2S» Pm 104*105* 
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CHAPTRR XI 

CHWBSI& AMD DKVELOPHEHT OP ORGAN XSUM?XOHSi 

ftm next stop in th© d*vel*pia*nt of tho ?olish olo-

awnfe in Chiemgo was tho rapid growth of soclotlas organised 

to satisfy tholr special needs* As had boon the case with 

the oatabliahasont of th© Polish payishea* thoa* organi­

sations developed b*OAuse of the reluctance of tho Iwaigrants 

to avail thamaelwes of tho oadsting fraternal, religious and 

pyotoctive institutions controlled hy other iajolgyont groups. 

Aotually th© furthorano© and preservation of tholr natlonAl-

law was the main factor in this activity* 

®ioro wey@ over one thousand polish benevolent, 

religious* cultural, eoonetsio, social, political, and pre** 

fosslonal groups In Ohlaago during tho period preceding 
1 

World War 1 * Since irsany of thai® bad paaaod out of ©&*• 

istonoo before tho end of the period covcrdd In this papoy, 

the author solooted only th© laoat Important find roprtsonta-

tlv* organisations in each field of activity* Qultuy*l and 

educational Institutions will bo 41*ousted la the next 

©hapten Chapter IV will bo devoted to An*ly*la of Political 

and s*onead* endeswrsu 

Hie******* RAIMA??, Polos offfapago* Chicago, 
Polish Pageant, Xnc, 103?, ^ - y p - - - * — - — ~ 
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!E© oa© uaaoquAlntod with the problems of tho Polish 

is^gyanta, such special Polish organisations appear un-

neoessayy dupliestlons of similar American institutions. 

It saust b© styeased that before 1915* th© Chicago Polonl* 

ooasldoyod itself apart from th© American society* Probably 

one of th® oausos for its laolationisra waa due to tho fact 

that tho Poles were not readily admitted to Anarlcan insti­

tutions* Converts and sejainAylas doialnatod hf th* Irish 

and 6er»an ©laments dlsoouyAgod Fellah applicants* Bioro 

were no orphanages to ©are for the Polish clilldron* Polish 

parochial education had overemphasised use of the taothey 

tongue to tho detriment of tho native bora students whoso 

profioloaoy la tho use of English language was not a signifi­

cant Iiaprov€8®«snt over that of thoir irolgra&t parents, 

I'olish was spoken exclusively in th® ocwsualty and inasiweh 

as xaost Immigrants planned to return eventually to Poland 

with tholr children, they saw littl* need for learning to 

speak English* 

She parish was tho fooal point of each Polish com** 

aainlty and as an instrument for tho unification and organl-

SAtlen was un*wrp****d» Parochial orgsalsatlons all re* 

Hglou* la chAraet©y failed to satisfy th© cultural, tool* 

©logleal and oeoa«alo woods of th© people and attempts At 

supya-»payoohlal oxv*nl*Ation* broadened tho aims of tho 
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Polish issalgraat to inelude all fields of social life8* 

*2ho sooiol problems arising la th® growing Poll ah 

colony could only b© solved by its own oygoaisatlons sine© 

A Polo who would accept aid froa aa Amerioan laatitution 

not only diseased hlaaolf but also disgracod tho ontiyo cos-

sauaity* This psychological factor Is obviously responsible 

for tho fuaotioaal nature of tho early organisations3, 

Th© society founded la a now colony is much noy* than 
a mutual Insur&rrco Institution* Hot only doen It 
bying the scattered aoiabor© of tho colony periodi­
cally together, thus actively encouraging special 
iatorcourse, but It becomes th® social organ of tho 
eoraciunity, tho sour©© of all initiative sad the in* 
struiaoat for tho realisation of all plana initiated* 
It Is a center of Info anatlon for nowooners, visitors, 
travellers! it sends to tho proas news aoout any 
opportunities which the locality may offer tho i'olea* 
All iaaportaat campaigns by they political or humane 
are waged xoj these soeietlea • 

The first suoeesaful attonpt in aupra*parlsh oyranl* 

KAtlen waa the founding of tho Polish Ronan Catholic Union 

of America in 1374 hj FAther Vincent Barsynski* Oh® origi* 

nal plan was to form a fcd'cratlon of all parish organisations 

to fostor Catholicism, build institutions of hirher ©duoatlon, 

2 
Staniataw 0MDA, Sprawaj'olaka n Anoryoo .PoftioenoJ* 

Qhieago, Byaiowies, 1912, pTWl ' " ^ 
%il l la ia I* SSCftlAS and Florian SHAHiyoKI, Polish 

feasant la..guyop* Aad A»r loa , ohioa^o, Universityof 
m<^x x®W'voX*[ o,' 'prmh* 

4lbld*» p* 39*40* 



establish a general Polish bank for all United state®, 

found a Polish teachers* college, libraries, and hospi*-

s 

tela * prom its inception, tho organisation had b&an 

primarily a religious society controlled by the olorgy* It 

was not until 18CS-6 that the death benefit insurance plan 

waa added, and after 1093 no group would be admitted to the 

federation unless it Afjyeed to subscribe to th© insurance* 

In th© oldest issue of the oonstitution of t^e organisation 

th© aims wore listed as asutual aid, dissemination of ideals 

of mutual truat, loalntoaaneo of Polish culture and support 

of Christian civilisation and morality * 

Th* organisation did not develop as rapidly as had 

been anticipated since Komborship was United to Kosaan 

Catholics and because of pronouneod rosenteent to its eleri-

©al control* la tin* its aims wore broadened to include all 

political and national jaovonisnts, education of tho youth and 

general welfare of tho Pole** Its official publications 

served as an excellent sodia for yeoyultawnt of now sanabey* 

and constituted a bulwark of d*f*a*e of Catholicism, ?oll*h 

eulturo aad natloaallsa* Ih* *tt*ispts of women to gain ad* 

nlaistrativo offices in too fedeyatiea wore futile until 

*%taaia3^LW 03ADA*. ftP.»u o l t » , *>* 64* 
6&ygMmt mmmmiQZ, &Z0ji_.MMm* Chicago, 

&j*uiaoe*«»I*# 1949, p* 6»7, 

ftp://ftP.�u
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1899 when under a throat of secession a special woman's 

section was organised « units of tho union in each a t a t s 

woy® undey *up*yvieioa of a director and aftor 1899 a s ta te 

diyootoy for wcaaoa was added* At various t ines th© Saaota 

Pol ska Katolicka, WlAyAlojpjwsim aad l a r d d ^ p l s k i served 
W W W * M|iWWiiWM»IWim>"«*'triiiiil>»lia»<il«MB^I>W^ WDM 1*f,imhW*\m* •»*• Am*mitomW*<mmmmi»m*»*i+ •llltiHWiMWi i*»J»UUWW>li*i mid j i l l nuimulM 

as i t s off loial organ* However, l a 1921, the Pslssalk 

published by tho organisation In i t s ovm olant 
s jsad© i t a appearance * 

Th& tmioa grew from 52 groups of approximately 760 

Blethers in 1874 to B32 groups with 87,110 nosier® l a li)15 * 

la death benefits alono tho organisation disbursed ovor two 

s i l l i o a dollars between 1008*1918 wall© xsAlatAlaiag assets 

of alaost two isi l l loa dollars* In order to encourage tho 

7gy&nol0*ek S# BARO, ,f|>.. .Iffit},gysdftoo&enia, Chicago, 
Zjednoosenia, 1058, p* 6-0* 

waolaw XRUSZKA, Ristorya poiska w ,A»isyyee» 
Milwaukee, Euryor, 1905, ToTT^T^TW^VfT^^^^ 

Howovor, statonont that th© Resurrection QoncT®** 
gation founded m^mijlK ZJi^mQzmXA I s tmdm by Loonard 
LOUG, Cteae** j R o l ^ DlaKpntowa 
fteesalssT* Ghlsaeo, ^'^jodnowsnla1, '''lfre£*''p»'''"ilf*' 

Q t 

py*nol*B*k 3* QARO, B® l a t g3*dnoo«*alA* Qp, alt** 
P* 84* 

A secession which lutA taken place ia 1895 seyioualjr 
of footed tho aeaibey*hlp* At the national convention hold by 
tho Onion a t South Bend, Indiana, tho Milwaukee delegation 
led by fhoraaa tfeao£ow*ki wa$ <t©f<&at<&d" In i t si attempt© to oove 
tho headquarters to Uilwauk***. Accusing tho administration 
of i w ^ p i l a r l t i o s mid, malfeasance In office th is faction 
organised the AUianoo of Polos l a Aaoyl** which l a 1316 
yomohed a taaafcovahip of ©^proximately nine t&ouoand in boa 
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AttAiameat of higher education Aiaoag the Polish youth, tho 

TFhloa oatabllshod special scholarship funds* It supported 

the eetabllahment of th© Foliah Seminary at Orchard Lais:©, 

Uiehigan, whore many young man wore proparod for priesthood* 

By 1S15, half a million dollars had bean expanded to aid 

polish students, orphanages and othor humanitarian em** 

deavors-^. 

In Its youth program Inaugurated in 1903, tho Union 

developed athletic activities and organised a Polish Scout 

Federation which grow to humbar 7,440 boys and girls In 238 

units throughout th© United States* At th® expenditure of 

over $300,000, a library was est*bll*hed in 1012, which in 

tin© became tho finest research facility In th© field of 

Polish history and culture In America, Its activities also 

touched th© political and social aspects of th© Polish ele* 

Kent, In 1898, tho organisation wac©4 a successful fi*jht 

against Senator Lo&g© of wassaohusebts who h&& introduced 

legislation designed to curtail additional Polish ixRdgyatlon* 

Few years later It was instruaituital in defeating oonrrossion-

al action which would forbid entry of Illiterate persons to 

tho United States*^* When few asonbays of tho Catholic hi*x» 

arohy attempted to curtain us© of the i-ollah laâ 'im̂ e la 

10SSygnuat 3TOFAU07/XCZ, Zjtpfta EalQff** 0pffi pit*, p* 14 
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religious aad educational activities ia Polish paylshos, 

th© Union was aost forceful in opposing this zaoaaure and 

dispatchod a special delegation to tho Holy 3o®» Supported 

by other Polish groups, it wee auoooasful in defeat in/* this 

disgraceful attempt in nablonaliablc o<blrtcLIon* lb r.lso 

pioneered the atrugela for coaaeoyatlon of polish priests 

which resulted In tho elevation of Father *»aul Rhode to th® 

IS 
Auxiliary Bishop of th® local diocese « Fyoxn the be-

giaalaG of tho Russo-Japanese ~.:ar ia 1904, Its naln ob­

jective beoasie tho rebirth of fyoc Poland* finally tho 

Polish Ronan Catholic Union actively participated in f,v®ry 

political, propagandist!o and husianltariaa program designed 

to further Polish Independence raovecjent"1* 

I!he Polish National Alliance, tho second national 

federation, waa founded In 1880, at a Chicago convention 

with tiolcgataa fyon I'olish colon!©® in fian Fraaclaco, <"ali* 

fornia^ shenAdoah, P@nnsylvan.tai and Chicago, Illinois* Th* 

anlssoslty to this group by tho clergy controlled Polish 

Roman Catholic Union was In ovidenoe fron the beginning* 

Although Saint AtAnlelau* Parish was? the lorloal site for 

auoh a convention, the jaeetinga woyo hold on sootenbey 15-13 

at tho Saint srenceslau* Foliah*oiovak parish. 'Hh© 109 

m mwm&kmwto<im*m*mt*t*'"i*n* "nuto* 

^%ao3S« ftftPlKKA. History* JfolalkA .ff Aiaayyeo, Cj># cit*. 
¥ol* 1** P* »*«MI10» 

lsZy©aunt STKPAHCMRGZ*. aatota, jftlefl*., QP*01t«, P* 38. 

mailto:P@nnsylvan.tai
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delegates led by th© organ!aora, Julius Andrsejltoirio*, John 

Blachowcki, Julian Lipinakl, John Poplollnshl and Julian 

Ssajneyt laid foundation for an Insbltatioa thkt would work 

for the notorial and moral amelioration of the x'Jliuh olci -sit 

in th® United r>tubes . 

the soed of such a federation was planLed by Ao&Lon 

Olllor, a Polish historian, Tomer raonbor of the Polish 8ovo» 

lutlenary Government of 1&63, who in 1870 had writ tars to 

Peseta Polaka suggesting stops be bakers by the ?ol&® for its 

iniation, l!h© need of a national federation contyclled by 

th© laity and a,Iaittin£ all Polos yegardleas of ihuir re­

ligious affiliation had hmn awaited oy xnany of better edu­

cated Polish iaBjigyaats* Vatriotimn, do&ir® bo aarve the 

native country, r.tutual aid ir Anorioa ŷ oro tho (;snoral 

motivations of fche group, "if wo are to live, lot us live 

for Poland, and if ./* are to suffer and die, let us do so 

for Poland* Lot us shake hands ilko brothers w* 

Press a wodost beginning of 0 &pQ\xps *ItI. aerojet-

raatoly 280 merabers In 1C80, tho alliance increased Iba 

iBOfsbeyahip in tho next deoAd* to 113 groups of s,£S<3 :*<Mbo..*s* 

By 1390, It was abl© to pay death benefits of l%22tBW* In 
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1900, i t s Mojaboyshlp reached 451 groups total ing 28*$®B 

saeifceys*6* m the fifteen year period preceding th© f i r s t 

World WAy, i t s aianb*y*hlp h*d (grown to 110,73© with as sots 

Of #®*83G.60S*@&* Death benefits in tho year 1915 totaled 

#5^8,@4t17* 

Although tho organisation had welcomed a l l Polos, I t 

refused meraheyshlp to Polish Jews duo to tho ant l^sosi t lo 

disposit ion of the iw&gyants* Had they boon admitted, th* 

al l iance would have Increased i t s a*xsb*yahla e i f^f loAnt ly 

and the special s k i l l s sad aggressiveness* of the Jewish ©Is* 

moat would have accolaratad tho social , po l i t i c a l , odtt» 

OAtleaal and economic progress of tho Polos*s* Sb* rapid 

growth of the organisation byoAdened i t s Aln* and respotwl** 

b l l i t i e * t 

I t hoped to sstf ntala «ad develop the Jjxtell*etu*l* 
moral* aes thet ic *nd yoligloua bond unifying tho 
itsgslgrants with Poland, and of actual social contacts! 
botwooa tho oolonloa ©ad tho mother country, th* 
former sanding back individuals, par t icular ly of th* 
second generation trained In caaraeyc© And Industry,, 

^Feyfonal Interview with ay* Xgn**e Paw2rowskI, 
Chief of s t a t i s t i c a l D*p*ytn*nt, Polish national Alliance, 
April 4, 1908« 

^Hoayylt 8HWKIWT02* fi.wm motao* Warsswam, 
mh&mmn* i woiff, i90«* vol*. * C T ; T O » ; 

fell* l a Affltyioa duytog XBTO, th i s famous Polish 
authoy was approachod by raany Polish Jaws who ways not a l ­
lowed to join organisation because of tho anti*somltl# **nti* 
swat of i3«,gyants *ad dlaoidwinAtion ^j many Polish pyioata* 
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the lattor sending out intellectual loaders aad organ­
isers. Th© OCOTJOWIC, social and political progress 
of the Pollah~Amarican colonics themselves, for pre­
cisely they svor© treated as an integral oort of 
Poland1*» 

13a* Polish Hational Allianoo had ftmn successful in its plans 

for it waa able to: 

form a largo nuiabey of American Poles into a self* 
conscious body whoso main official political bond 
added to social bonds, la a commonly acknowledged 
alllano© to Poland, but #ios© ultimate aitns ar© the 
prestige, security and solidarity of tho Polish* 
American society^* 

The organisation entered ovory phase of Polish ac­

tivity* In 1897 when a number of Poles wore murdered In 

Latimer, Pennsylvania, a special fund of one thousand 

dollars was allotod to apprehend and proa©cute th© criminals. 

The Alliance initiated special schools sahsre Polish iraeii* 

grants could h© trained in the rights and duties of American 

eitlsenshlp and ohere ihoy could acquire democratic Idoals 

which thoy hoped to Introduce into tholr mtclvo country whoa 

sho regained her Independence**, Youth movement was 

x"tfllli*ia I. BIGMB and PloyiAn ZHASTIECKI, Polish 
Peasant la Europe and, America, Pa^o^t.* Vol. 5*, ^THX 

^ibid*. p. 120* 

23-Nlodgl€>la, ?ol* 4* Ho* 41, Issue of Oct* 14, 
1894*. p« 655, col* 4, reported that thyouch th© offorts of 
Attorney H. $rseiaata thoro wore sixteea evening achools 
oatabllshod hj the Polish latlonal Allianoo* Sost* of the 
sub jests offered «©ye Aacrloaa History, English, and 
Oitisonship* It also waa a splendid medio for SOOIA! 
oontaots* 
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intensified^ libraries were opened, numerous roadinc roors 

wore established in saall polish aosBnualtles to raiso th© 

oultuyal level of the Polish imlgrsrjta. Its official or^an, 

tho S5O0DA* circulated now Idoals and political convictions 
22 

aaong Its sieiabora * Proa th© vary beginning the Isadora of 

tho Alliance realised tho nead of well educated youth* la 

working for the welfare of th® Polish state, th© Alliance 

toleyatod all political, social and religious ideals ajstonf, 

Its aaanbey* la ®pd&v to ©nd tho fraternal strif© and further 

its objectives* Sine© th© Polos in nuropo could do nothing 

openly to aid their own oau&®, it was c$&®m®& necessary to 

organise an Institute of national b*f*na* for Poland In th* 

United Stafeos* JiJvory of fort was saade to educate Polish 

youth, socure for it strategic political positions so that 

it could bo Influential in furthering tho polish ..Question 
1—WfalHMfciiiWI i<n i»i|ir«niifciniift i«n n in UIWMII IW 

and arousing sympathetic public opinion * Wh*n th© Polish 

Aysy "seas being formed vmd®r 0ea*y*JL HaXLoy la 1912 * this 

assoolatioa did not of eouyse remain untouoh#d by tho popu-

lay enthusiasm and aany of its a*nb*y* joined** . All Polos 

woy© cautioned that in order to fulfill their duties as 
mm %\jtm\\M*mmmmfmmmmW0mimtmms\*\*mn*%%w>m 

P* £87-096* 

^StMsnieXaw 03AM, 8jB*Je, pd**ytthr.O styonaiotirio 
DoBokyatyosao^Iayodowog, I, .i4dtaOp*o^freI» chio*pgo» Kw&> 
MIIWjijtil^jiiiitii.ui^iii^ilmiwli^yriHtilii-il wfiwMii>ii| wiiiiipiwliiiiiwiiwiwi[iirtriTiirriliiimrTi(-rt,r[[Ti"-iti-T-'i--iir-r •n iTrrrrmTrrW'f ly -* * *»' fl 

jw&f p* m>« 
S % i l l i a a 1 . TEOM3 and FXorian 23TAWXSCKX. jfellflh. 

feasant in. .Bayope,, and.if^rloa, 2Ei^M.*» lr<&1* 5* P * T M T 
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American oiti&ens, th*y should be member3 of a parish, a 

yellgiou* organisation, tho Polish national Alliance, and 

also belong to soma oygaalsatlon into;rested In .American 

polities^* 

In 1910, the Alliance organised th* Polish national 

Congress in Washington, District of Columbia* on th© oc­

casion of tho unveiling of tho Pulaski and Kosciusko monu­

ments by President William Taft* Th© Congross, a feder­

ation of ail Important Polish organisations, bcoaxio tho 

backbone of concerted energy for the .Polish Question* In 

1312, at Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania, Prealdont Taft 

officiated at tii© opening of a special hl^h school and a 

Technical Institute founded by th® Alliance* Conaclous of 

the rising Polish electorate, th© American politician® w©r© 

bcoomliig interested In th© Polish independence movement* 

In th© first three decades of ita existence, tho 

Allianco expended about V40G,G00 on its youth movement, 

1^,500,000 on libraries and books for rollsh schools and 

|2,500,000 for patriotic, charitable and educational purposes 

Through tho Polish national Congroas, tho Allianco Had bo®n 

a decisive factor in tho appointment of thsj croat Polish 

pianist, lunacy Paderewakl, as candidate to iioad th© new 

8f ^Stanls2aar 03ADA* gyy**Ai Polaka >¥ Aweyyoe rdjaapen*^.* 
O P t O l t . , P* 3 3 . 
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Poliah 3tAt**°* 

A good oK&mpl® of an or^anlaatlon whose omi growth 
has beoo&e its only puyposo to the exclusion of tho 
purposes for which it waa created la th© polish Alma 
Slater* At the tiiae of its foundation in 1097, Its aim 
was tho social education of boys* In tho courc® of 
Its ©volution, it has beoori© a outual aid association, 
including men, woman, and child yens and tho nain task 
of overy nssibey ia tho recruiting of now mombora {for 
which they are paid) * The gyowth of the organisation 
is th© only purpose ev&r ueatioaod in its proelaiaa felons 
and mooting® exeept for the usual vâ suo genoralitio* 
about unification of roles and th© preservation of tholr 
lancu&go, nor©s mid roll-Ion*7* 

Th© organisation came into oxiatenee on tho inltl** 

ativo of Father Pranela Gordon, aetabey of the R*3uyy*etlon 

Ooagrogation, on soptoabor 10, 1397, as another parochial 

activity of tho saint stealAIAUS Ohureh* There was a d*fi<» 

alto need of such an organisation sine© th© juvenll® do-

liqueaoy was a roal probl« In the d«n**ly populated Polish 

colony. The organiser raalisod later tho potentiality of a 

federation of such parish aoeiatioa and stops woye taken In 

that direction by Incorporating tho federation in 101O« Its 

gyowth was rathar spectacular an It actually was duplicating 

amay of tho aina of tho Polish national Alliance and th* 

Polish toman Catholic Union* Unlike most Polish organlmttons 

it -was admialatoyed so well that It tsilntAlned aelveney of 

109*3$ par cant* In spit® of this. It b«e*me a fyatornal 

UMI (in HIM Hi m i n i mini I'II1 urn ummiiMnii 

^%©bort K* PAH, B*e XiamigyatioB Fyoas and i t* 
aoatrol, flow York, l a r p ® r , n ^ f ^ 1 p r T O r ^ ^ 
ininimim.iu.i i imuiifi l iF " " " 

s % l l l i a a 1* TH0?»A3 and Florlan zmmmm, Polish 
feasant in 3urop# and America* op* cit*, Vol* 5. p#* l̂rT** 
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inauranco organisation when tho original alma viroro no Ionc©r 

able to biad ita twenty thousand nembera and Ita new alms 

were: 

To transmit to America tho cultural advantaeea of 
Ancient Poland, to keep tho nothsr tongue alive for 
store rapid transmission of tho good from old to nowj 
to Indoctrinate th© Polos In halted States with th® 
apirit of America; to toach thrift sm& self reliance 
through fratarnalism; to fostor th© tenets of the 
Bcsaan Catholic Church; to encourage civic prid© and 
patriotism, so as to build a better united -tatoa of 
Amcrloa28« 

An organization exclusively for worsen had b@cn at­

tempted m n y tiwes In the early period* In 1307, there srer© 

two Polish woci©n*s societies In Chicago, th© ilyiagda 

Zsycitatwa and th© Towargyatwo Qontralne Pclok, while a 
•M***M^nMMWMMH* a>*w*M»***»w»«*»m m i m wuvimmimmm*mmmm*mm**-<*'********> "mvHiMwrnmi* 

third th© Klub Patriotycsnych Polok was founded in 1805* 

On May 02, 1899, on th© initiative of Mrs, ftefani© Obraie-

llnska, these thro© clubs united to form th© Polish Somen's 

Alliance of America which become tho largest worsen *s fra­

ternal Insurance association in th© tJnlted ;:tatos. Founded 

for the purpose ol establishing an organisation which would 

unit© all wonoa of Polish origin or conviction in social and 

civil work, It endeavored to preserve Polish ideals by ac­

quainting its nenfoors with Poland*© hlatory, art, literature, 

scion©©, nusic Bnd folklore. It would guard dignity of 

^%ao2».w KMJS&&A, Htstoyy*. Polaka y; Aaeryco. On, olt. 
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wessanhood and develop a spirit of Independence among it* 

mosshey*. aid than in acquisition of higher education, pro­

mote good government in this country and help tnoiy uativ* 

land ia realisation of its independence • &iaytor.Hl In 

1902, it began to oyganis© aomboy units In all states con­

taining Polish oonmunltica * By th© following /ear twenty* 

eight groups with rtembeysbip of 1,406 b©lonn©d» Th® report 

of the Tenth Annual Convention in 1014 indicated an axiutonco 

of 190 gyoupa with a weribeysliip of 14,445 and asaotu of* 

#166,699.04* After trie first \7oyld 'fay its adult aeabeyshlp 

expanded to 103,000 while Its youth group nuobeyod over 

20,000s0* 

The participation of the Polish lojson*^ Alliance in 

national mcttors and Polish, problems had been exanplary» A 

largo library la Polish and English was minbalnad In Chicago 

in addition to a mobile library which reached all fcho unita* 

Large suras of aonay had boon raised for th© polish Hational 

Oosaaittc© la ̂ ranee during Htorld tfay I arid tzuzh aid hAd been 

Ojcpandod to Poland in th© post war period* In tho later 

yeare, an excellent aocial woIfaye agency TOS organised to 

aid th© GhioAfto Fol©s. 

^Jadwiga XaRfcOWlOZ, illstoria. MUpsku Polek W 
A^ryco, Ohlcago, 2wiAs**: i''olWf OTS, R "^=£C~" 

%bid*, p* »* 
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•She oyf5*:'iIaatlon published and ©ire listed a weakly, 

QJps__Polok, an infomativ®, pro»Oatholio newspaper which not 

only contained £©n©yul news of th© organ! sssblon but featured 

data of special interest to women** 

Th© Pollah irjml̂ yanfcs like ruosi otlier Curopoanc had 

given isuch of their leisure %tvm to physical Querela ©a and 

gymnastics. First ovidoccoa of organised activity of this 

nature among Polo® In Chicago appeared at the parish of 

saint Adalbert in the early IGSO's* About 1807, Delias 

Pietrowlcs of Chicago, wrote to tho Soi-col headquarters la 

Lwew, Poland, for information and th© constitution of the 

32 

Falcons * By 1894, there v?©r© only twolvc active nosfca of 

Polish Sokols In ©xistonc® in th® ,firtlt©d States, &©v®n of 

which joined th© Union of Polish Palcona* By 191S, however, 

there wore 344 iaalc and female nosta consisting of 11,551 

menibers In th© nation federation of which number S4G nests 

with C,S53 mmih®m wero located in Chicago* 

The naln purpose of th© Palcons was the development 

of a healthy body and ricoyoue worala* **ilitayy training so 

necessary in th® winds of th© Isadora for future wso in 

^JAdwlgA KARSOWXC2* ISlstorja ,g^a*ku Pole*- V,' 

Aswayye** qo^ clt»* P» WU 
^JdHund K5OT» Pasi t tetk Sokolstwa PolaKioao y 

AjBoyyoo* 0hl«a-o* ^biTTxmrvTisBfc—"-—-*— 
Additional oostaent* ©ay ba found l a iflaotor KHT7SSKA 
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Poland was added to th© regular prcrraa in 1D10, Two rears 

latex1 th© Falcons establish^ a special rilitary Oollo^o In 

FhlladelohiA, Peansylvanla, to tyatri Polish youth for nlli-

tary service in Europe* 5h© puceoss of this aohool prompted 

tho organisation ef two additloaAl military ooll*';os, th* 

organisation having expended over .'100,030 to equip its 

Military units during this two year period. A s*llit;wy ©a*,ip 

waa founded in Canada (since United Jtatos was still neutral) 

to provide field training to the young wen who fomod tho 

eadro of tho Polish Amy3®. Th* official publication of th© 

Union of Polish Falcons in <.nerloa was the Sokol, edited for 
m w n Jim MiHil* 

a time by Stanislaw OSAAA, probably th© best lnfoymr.d 

journalist of th© Anoyioan .̂ oloala* 
WlllMliBMI ltnr**+imm-lmm*ik 

Bb© Falcons' ideals of brotherhood, discipline, sub-

serviette© of private Interests for tho gonoi-al t*ood, oqaali-

ty of right® and obligations within th© nation, charactoy 

devolopsiont, physical and m©ntal h^giono prorrar, and 

©onsoiousnosa of civic duti©s did much to safeguard future 

Polish generations^. 

AS had b®m\ stated In tho first chapter, rsilltary 

training had bmn part of th© euyyloulun for boys attending 

SSsdsiund HXZr/, psaslotnik flokplatoA folskiego v/ 
- 1 — mmm]lmmi!llMtmti<mmmmmtmpMalM)u~ » i m. n«•«• u i. .n J»r.ia i » m < 

e . OhiOAGO, S o I i O l T x J j S T p . :SHS7iT^ 
^*l**jQr*I**w HAUiAN* i 'o lsa of Chicago, o p . c l t - * 

p* 1 5 9 - l i l * 
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Saint Stanislaus School in the 1070*s* 'Jvon at this early 

data tho Poles had boon anticipating ne&d of trainod nil!tary 

poyaonnol in th© ©vent of Poland's a try,-;•*;! a to regain :>ar 

Independence* Jtony .-arochial sociotioa or^anisod lailifcary 

units of which th© largest vras tho Polish military Alliance^, 

Federation of all nilitary or^nl cations occurred on .'op-

teoaber 4, 1308, under fcho mno of i*ulaskl Legion of A:;orloa* 

The xaoriont was vary propitious, Tho f>u8s©~.7apan©a© V&r had 

demonstrated th© woaLnoao of Russia and the Chicago ^olcs 

believed this to .>© tho opportune nonont ror action, Tholr 

plan called for creation of an alliance whoao spirit would he 

nilitarlatio and whose training In nillt&ry tactics would pro-

pare tho ;:ieah©ra for a nasa rjovcmnt to regain tho Inde­

pendence of tholr native land* Tho analganslion resulted in 

a monborshlp of ovor four thousand in 1915• 

TIi© Pulaski Loci on wac th© first organisation to openly 

advocate creation of a Polish ACTUS/ In th© '"'nltod Rtatos to ̂ e 

attached to tho regular American A ray, nine© tho American 

govorunout could not approve such a venture and retain Ita 

neutrality in th© European war, tho organisation opened Ita 

own recruiting office in Chicago, Fully sixty per cent of th© 

young B©n enrolled in this office joined th© regular united 

Statoa Army when th© covorzfcaont issued a call for volunteers* 

^flocsyeiraw MBIAIJ, fples of, Chicago, Op* ©It. 
p* 159*161, 
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ino Pulaski Military Allianoo rattalion trained vith tho 

Illinois Volunteer Training Corps fully ©quipped fro:; funds 

of the organisation. By th© thrie th© v/ar in Europe asstc to 

an end, th© Alliance Lad a second b&t tailor) trained and 

equipped for servic© in Poland. In addition, v&ny younc r.ion 

iror© yoorulted for service in the Polish Amy in Isaacs. 

Those uaabl© to s©rv© la tho amed forces davolod their 

energies to propagandising th© VolX&h ffao*tion end th© sol-

lection of funds for the i'olish soldiers56. 

;Tot unlike the American nofjro, the i'olish peasant 

found solace arid happiness in mslcal ©rpresslon. T/ith th© 

organization of a Polish parish, a choral society bocamo a 

source of gratification and entertainmont for the pa-

rlahionsrs. Local choral societies had existed sine© 1C66* 

In order to develop MOP© interest in Polish sours avA nusic, 

Anthony ilallsk, organist ©f Holy Trinity, called a cohfeyencs 

of all Polish choral society representatives on ".ray 13, 1800, 

A fsdcyatlon tfaa formed and in time included 243 choral units 

la Ohio, Kew York, KiehigAn and Pennsylvania. Tho organi­

sation was divldod into ton districts authoring over 5,000 

aeaibers* Although each district "..ad lecal officers, th© 

general administration was lodged In Chicago, Participation 
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in regional aad national choral contoata was encouraged by 

th© organization* 'Hie concert given by th© ohopin and wands, 

oboyal societies In February of 189? aroused much public 

interest and favorable comment in th© American press* Tim 

©rganisAtiea gained cjuoh prmineae© In its ©arl!©y ap­

pearances at th® S&icago imposition of 1S95* Bu© to th* ua* 

tiring ©ffoyts and devotion of its org&ni&oy and director, 

Anthony Mallok, this organisation brought much happlnosa to 

th© Polish Immigrants and a respectful appreciation of thaiy 
3*7 

talonts by the American public * 

Shore l*Ad boon no interferon©© with the many Polish 

organizations mentioned In th© preceding pages a lac© fch@y 

had not encroached upon any othoy nationAlistio group* How­

ever attempts at unionisation presented a new aspect* 3lnoo 

th© number of skilled workers among th© Polos was w r y araall, 

and th© ©on temporary American union »©v©»®nt <3d.& not Include 

unskilled labor, not mush intoyset was ahown by th© Polish 

wag© ©arn©r In labor organisations* HSie situation waa com* 

pl*t*ly reversed In th© majority of highly skilled Pole* » 

fhoy ©agerly joined all union activities In oKl©r to lxspyov* 

their ooonomic status* 

^MleosysllK* 
p. 87*08, 

38 
<M>mm g*ylbun@* rlour Polish citi**nsN*. s@tfe yeay* 

i«@uO of tfy'*" %%" "Wb&f''T* S# 
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Th* first Polish labor organisation wa© oontpoaod of 

tho pyiatoya working for th© Polish nowapapoya* In 1892, 

jr&n Migdalakl, owner of a assail print ahop organised th© 

Poliah Union Pyintora Association of Chicago* The raoah©rs 

wore employees of th© Tolo^raf* a stiulftki controlled dailyj 

the ftaiennlk Ohioagoaki, largost pro«catholio dally founded 

and edited by th© taombora of th® Hoauyyoctioalst Con^re* 

gationj Zgoda, th© official organ of th© Polish Hational 

Alliancoj and th© aaa©tai Katollcka* another pro-Catholic 

journal published by a Poliah corporation, 

!̂ uch opposition to this attempt caiae not only from 

tho nawsp&y©r® which would b© affoetod but also th© Inter* 

national lypograpMoal Union which did not want to tol©rat© 

Independent union activity in th© trad©. Duo to th© ©utaido 

pressures and partisan politics ©stone th© aoiabora, it was re­

organised two years later* In llovambcr of 1B05, it became 

©jmlg&mated with th© International Typographical Union be-

coalnc th© Oliicage i'olish Typographical TJnlon Mo. 558. 

During tho following yoay five printinc establiahnonta woy* 

under th© jurladictlon of this union. In 1097, however, th© 

Poliah local left th® aothey organization, Realising that 

thoy had greater pros tig© and "bargaining power ©a a mexnbey of 

a powerful organisation, they rejoined th© interna til onal 

organisation In 1902 as Local Unit Wo. 646* 
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Periodically th© organisation publiahod a trad® 

paper, Drukays* which carried s©wa itena and Information 

peytinent t© th© trade. Although the organisation waa a-̂ all 

It performed great scrvic© in the labor field aiding others 

in their attempts to unionise* Often th© aeiabora grattil* 

tously contributed their skills to all nationalistic 

movements and war© instrumental in founding & school for 

printers In Poland * 

Due to a pronounced lack of a professional class, 

there was littlo need for ©n organisation at that level*3* 

Probably th© oldest of those waa tho i-'ollsh I'edic&l Society 

of Chicago founded by few Polish physicians on August 29, 

1896* Aooording to tholr constitution* it case to life for 

the purpoa© of bettering their Bjatorial atatue &n& pro-

fessional development, to uphold th© spirit of good fellow­

ship, tolerance, unity and professional ethics amosig th© 

physicians and surgeons* 

"̂ffiaczysSTaw HAlt&Atf* ?©1©3 of OShleapp, Op* pit*, 
p* 16S*163* 

^Homuald FIfyTKOmKI, Folacy 1 SarooyaoA Op* cit** 
p* 38CHSS0* 

PriorJAQlel Ladu, ChioAgo, ©rukarnla ftfcyodowa, 1076, 
p* '11, ool* 4, i£55*a only two attoraics and onu phyaiolanf 

faloadarg dla l̂ udu Polsklogo* Chicago, 1906, lis tad eisht oc t W&" aha1 denlEtsTii7" IsxmoF whora was Dr. T&tela isatuysynatea* 
the first Polish woiaan dentist in the baited sfc&tos, six 
attoynles, four druggists, thr®c orchestras, aovoral teachart, 
an Airplane Inventor and a bullet-proof cloth inventor. 
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She Polish Dental ftoalety of Ohlosr© was organised 

and ©hartorod In 1908* In addition to participation in all 

Polish affairs, th* organisation published in th© Polish 

press articles on dental hygiene, provided scholarships for 

needy students and aided In founding and ©quipping th© Poliah 

Institute of -Dentistry In vayaaw, Inland, rater th© two 

medical sooiotics joined forces and oonstitufead & ehaptoy of 

th© American Medic©! Aaaoolation* Th© organised efforta of 

th© legal, teaching, ©n^ineorlnr and pharmaceutical pro­

fessions did not reach organizational status until aftor th© 

date covered by this work « 

A nuaaboy of voyy Iiiport&nt roligiousHbuEmnitarian 

institutions ©as© into ©&i0t«tc© to satisfy th© particular 

needs of th© Immigrants* Without doubt, th© saost Important 

of taoae was th© Saint nary of HAsayeth Hospital, organised 

In 1894, to car© for tha follsh lEnijranta in this ©ojamunlty 

who had until then boon without proper hospital facilities* 

Although thoro waa a county institution, th© Poles shied away 

froia it because ooswaltnont thor© connoted poverty and booauas 

of their inability to 8f*a3: Kngllah* Although Aloacian 

Byothoy* Hospital had Polish â eaklnc? pjyaonnol, it only ad-

sdnietored to th© Bale ®©x* Th© hospital had a twenty-four 

^Anthony 0. TOMCZAK, ff el*g 1 n AaoyiQA* ohioa".o, 
Polish Day Association, 1953,T'p*'"SSTOSJAV 
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bed capacity aiid was staffed by th© Ilaaaroth nuns. According 

to its articles of Incorporation, It was bo bei 

an asylum for tho sloL anJ tho Infirnod and an in­
stitution which shall attend to tho viaIting and 
car© of tho ft.lck an.i the disabled, and th© doing 
of other works of an eleemosynary and oharltable 
natur#*s* 

In 1393, Its facilities wer© ©xtondod to provide car© 

for forty-flv© patients* Throe year© later a lar^o nodora 

building was construcked and with additions in 1314 and 13&S 

th© spaoo was Increased to thro© hundred b©&s* In order to 

train ?oliah ijlrla for th© nursinc profession, a nursing 

adiool was opened by th© hoapltal ID 1303• 

Ita Importance and contribution to th© £©2onia was 

aumed up in a congratulatory letter from Bishop Paul Rhode* 

Aaong the edifice® that sprung in th© United States 
as a roault of tho initiative and poraavorlng labors 
of th© Siators of tho Holy Family of Ha*«y*th, th© 
foreaost place ia undoubtedly cono®d©d to their 
hospital in Chicago , 

Th© hospital beoara© on© of th© finest in Chicago and Its 

staff Included outstanding medical men ©f all nationalities* 

It had boon approved by ©very Important ttealoal AssoolAtlon 

la tho United States* It Ksuat be yectetdbeyed that th© hosvl*" 

tal waa establlahad without founded endowment* Fron the very 

beginning, it was self-sustaining* Donations from tho more 

^Jubilee lepolr* Chicago, siatora of th© Holy Panily 
of wasaroth,' is*'*, p* "61, 

%bii*, p* 16?* 
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wealthy Polos had mado It possible for tho niat«ya to ©alary© 

their fy©© ©iinio and provide for many thousands* of charity 

patienta44* 

Early attorapts wore aado to o&Lubliah a hu**© fur th© 

destitute a&ad Innl^rants* scarcity * t -uonoj anU !&&:,; of 

proper poraonnol proven tod tho A^oclisatio^ of i*hls objective 

until 1894 when th© Franciscan History <„f islossod jjunojiunda 

opened th© first Polish Old Peoples * 1R̂  is in tho heart of 

FploniA* '2!hre© years later land waa puroltased for a largoy 

©stabllshraent son© distance away in th© vicinity of the n©wly 

organised parish of Saint hyacinth* Father Vincent Sarsynskl 

who had helr>©d to found the parish also aaslatod tho aistors 

in this ©ndsavor* Hh© now building housed th© a$od, waa the 

Mother Houao of th© Bl©sa©d Kunegunda vomaunity and ala© 

contained the Saint Vincent Orphanage fyow 1893 to 1311* 

To aatlafy th© growing need for th© eare of Polish 

orphans, Bishop Paul Jlhodo, Auxiliary r>i&\*a$> of OLioa,?©, 

©&ll©d upon th© pastors of Polish parishes; of the dloooao to 

support a plan for a proposed larc,o orphan;© Axiah would 

sorvo this purpose and eventually accommodate Q&mm hundyod 

children* A tract of tw©nty*flv© acres was puyohaaod in 

lilts, a Bubusb of dhlcajo* Father Francis Ruach waa ap­

pelated its director, a position ho held for forty years* 

**Anthony TOWGZAE* Polff. in... toxica, 9P*cit*, ,->* 2v»G* 
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Ihe now Saint Hedwig Orphanac© received its first w&rda in 

1911 frcei th© fiaint Vlncont Orphanage* Trie institution has 

grown to include tan large buildings, including.; domitories, 

Chapel, gymaasiun, infirmary, printing and bindery shops. In 

addition to receiving primary education, th© boys received 

training in trad©©, while plrls woro prepared for clerical 

work and trained in ionestlc science* Tho Pollclan Sisters 

cf 3&int Francis have ably conducted tho institution. In 

accordance with tho ctat© law, two separate corporations have 

been chartered, the Polish Manual Training School for Soys and 

th© Saint Hedwig Industyial Hohool for .?irls. The Institution 

has been supported by donations, profits frcrc the printing and 

bindery shops, stctc aid and tho Catholic Charities of th© 

Archdiocese . 

I>ual charitable functions had been carried on by th® 

3aint Elisabeth 1te.y Hursory and Dispensary organised by Father 

Andrew Spots of the il©surr©otion Congregation, In 1004, in th© 

©enter of th© original Polish settlement* The Victors of 

Blessed Kua©tyunda not only sheltered tho clilldron for the 

woyklng mothers but attended to tho ninor tncdierJL necessities 

of th© poor. Uhla institution too waa supported by th© do-

nAtiona and arall foes charged th© parents. A slnllar but 

lauch larg©r institution, tho Suardiaa Annel Day îrso-ry and 

Sirtto*—wwi»wl*MWM>i'irwi mmgmWillilllilH* 

^SioosysZAw JIAIMAH, Polca of Chicago, Op. ©It*. ^. 115. 
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Fyoe Bisponsary, was founded In 1914* It was located near 

th© Saint l̂ ary of Hasaroth Hospital and provided sholb©r for 

th© children and .fro© medical aid for th© das tit at©. Tho 

diapensary contained four consultatioa roosts, an x»ray room, 

a pharmcy and in addition to th© Viators cf Blessed Kun©~ 

gtmda was staffed by thro© physicians, two phamaolsta and 

on© optometrist. 

Another problem which confronted th© iisrsir'rantu was 

that of unmarried younc woran who came to Anurica without a 

fajsily Mid wore exposed to r.-.any nc.ral and physical dangers* 

In order to provide clean, respectable living quarters for 

such elrls, Father Tjouio Grudsinabl In 1313 established th© 

Guardian Annol Day fliirsery and Ilea© for 7,orI:inr 'Jlrls on th© 

south side of Chieaco. 71\a project was supported by th© 

thrs© Poliah pariahes In tho inrnodlat© noi'hbcrhoodj ^nint 

John of C-cd, *'ae:*ed Heart aid f>aint Joseph. The "latere of 

Blessed Jlunecunda provided opportunity of ĉ ;-ort car© f^r 

the children of worlrin;: nothora while fift;; flr^n ?.Ivlt\r in 

wholeaci!*© environment n-or© nine fivan InstructiM- in hort© 

.raca.**. . « * * end cool-in^6. 

LJVery effort had b®&n wad© by tho imai^rants to pro* 

vld© all social ©orvlcoa for tboir own £roup, Althcm^h 

^SSi©csjs-lS&w HA1J4AS* roles of ah lea., ̂o, jo, cit., 
p* ii6*iia. 
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extyeeaely benoflolal, those activities* delayed ascirnllation 

of th© )'oil ah intnl̂ yuifc* Actually !*e could hav© obtained 

similar sorvicos fron lu^aeroue Ariiorioan Lovormwn&al and 

private institutions, on th© other baud tho dotondnatlon 

of th© irosigranta to solve all ooxiKttmal probloas thouioolves 

had taught ther:< self-sufficiency and no© I for continued col* 

lectlve action if thoy wcr© to acMeve prc£'.vess. Outspoken 

Poliah leaders advocated creation of on© national federation 

which would include* all foliah organisations ragardlea® of 

tholr character. It waa to bo modeled upon the fsd@nfl.tion 

of Goyaan organisations and" would unify all activity, 

centralising control of all Polish societies and federation©**^, 

Such a national confederation would havo greatly accelerated 

their ©conoiaio progross and thoy would have constituted a 

Biftjor political foroo* Th© overabundance of individuality 

possessed hj tho older Poles and th© rapid Aawrioanisatlon 

of th© youagey ©losaont war© largely responsible for the 

failure of this plan. 

473tani*amw 0£A"A, 3pyaw» ffolglco VI Away 
pA 32?* 

mailto:fsd@nfl.ti
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!2bo task to convlnc© the adult ijanlgrant fco provide 

hia children with a hi,-̂ hor degree of education was difficult. 

fh© illiterate did not so© th© need for It sine© on© could 

eat well in Axacrlca without attaining airy d©&y©o of Intel­

lectual auporlority. The peasants looked upon education as 

a prelude to snobbishness among their offspring* itoelr 

ohildyoa would bo ashaised of the parents ©no© bhey recoivsd 

an education and would bo unwilling to live in th© old slum 

cojaraunity* Us© riaing goaoyatlon subjected to asaitallation 

forces began to eoadofnn soaay of th© old ©uato&ta and ideals, 

She large faslly of th© poor immigrant prevented in Bany 

ca©as a ehanee for higher ©duration for th© children* 

All educational activity la th© polish settlement 

foimd its Inception in th© parish* Th© iiesuryoctionisfc 

Fathers, th© Fathers of th© Holy Cross, Sisters of th© Holy 

Family of HASAreth, Follolan 31stoys of r«alnfc ;-"rancis, and 

Sisters of saint Fraaols of Blessed Kunogunda pioneered In 

thia field1* 

Tho eduoationAl requirements of fch© ©orasaunity war© 

twofold* 3foe liseodiat© needs of tho ohlldron war© BatLufled 

iniinji mii itiiiijiiiirw I-I • "T •" •""•"*" •••••*•••—*•• 

^Stefan BAHSZGZKWaKT* Polacy ;y Apoyypo. warszawa, 
I, Arct, 1902, p* 42*43* 
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by th© ostabllshnent of tho payoohlal schools, recover, In 

order to isapart some culture to tho adult ^ea^es apooial 

cultural centers wero founded by pariahoa, re lonal and 

national federations of iollah oreanisatloni* v tho litor-

at© minority tho looal newspapers and parochial publications 

war© of iisncnso aid in th© proc^a* of orlentatlor- ri fcho now 

•aviroanoatr* It irsust uo added that the irfluoac of the 

iasaigrant churches and parochial schools In ejaphaateln*: and 

maintaining racial and denorclnationAl distinctions was In 

aoai© yeapeets detrinontal to the ©arly social, political and 

eeoaouie progress of th© Polish element3. 

The national federations mentioned In th© ©receding 

chapter were vitally instrumental in the 3.iltuyal pro ̂ross 

of th© immigrant, Th© sol© purpose of tho Anorloaa Natlon-

alisation CGBsaitte©, th© American naturalisation League, the 

laterstat® Council of fiwiigyeut Education and V".Q nniveyslty 

Settlesnsnts was to Aiaerlcanis© th© poloa* Xhely atter.pta 

failed due to th© psrsiatanc© with which th© Polos resisted 

^Jeroraiah iff. JERKS and Jett IAOCK, Th* Irsal,;ration 
Problemt A study of Agoyjoan Iwalgration. tforidItlona anT"*~ 
feeds', »*w York." 'ftunk biir'SaTnaTIst^^ ~ — 

Prom 1033-1030, thoy© woro 7*3,75^ Poloa --voy four­
teen years of ago admitted to America* Of these, 33*4t' or 
003,177 could neither road nor writ©. Thia was lower fchan 
th© Italians with 54*2$, Lithuanians with 4C*8;'I aad Kuasians 
with 38*5$, while th© Scandinavian t*3*auv had only ,4 \ 

slbld., ->* 363* 
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assimilation• Wot until they gradually yeallaod that their 

eoonomio progress was dependent upon tholr intellectual level 

and closely related to tholr acquisition of Amriean culture, 

did thia resistance abatu ond subside • 

In addition to parochial schools th©r© exiatod 

private Institutions conducted by oduoatod Poloa* Probably 

the earliest of thea© was a school opoyated by Agatha Had-

2Towska in 1071s. Th© prooeduye for establishment of Polish 

©lesflntary schools seldon varlod* As aoon as a now parish 

was organized steps "sror© taken to provide for tho education 

©f tli© children* Various corr relations «f Slstora conducted 

th© schools although tho property of th© parish waa controllod 

by th© Diocesan 3oard. 

In 1085, through tho cfforts of Father vi*ioent 

BaysynsldL, eleven "fasayath iilstora arrived fyo*3 '„}©lar*d to 

tak© charge of Saint Joacphat parochial school. kB toon ass 

sacra nuns arrived teaching; as&i^i^enta w©ro civon V*,&-i in 

other parish schools In th© city * Ir addition th© ^asaroth 

j M W w , w»in» iiimrtw»n*f»i*iwi»iw*M rmmkmimmvmnf*' 

4l!i©csy@£aw nmsVlZ'iri, '^ffiodgtwo Folai :_B % ^tanaeh 
ajednoo*x>nyoh MaoyyV.l, wayssawa,,: ftafclSd frarodowy^ilEolI«sTrc1i, 
l9Sd,""pY '»&* 

5k. T* AI0HIEA3* iSftMji^of Ohica-o Tvor vfcylJest 
Period to pyoa*nt flue, *fff^T®®~%^^ p« 1X7* 

eXn 1885, Saint Adalbert; 1888, daint llodwic; 1^03* 
Holy IV^nlty and Saint ><ichaolJ X^OS, flairt rya©2it;-; 1303, 
Saint Anaj 1910, Saint Francla of As£*islj 1„13, lua&eulat© 
ifeart of .ary; and I i l'-li", ?:i-j ^^\islan: . 
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S i s t e r s s u p p l i e d t e a chore t o uii-ht s choo l s l o c a t e d L-, the 
7 

euousbs of Chicago * R e a l i s i n g tho d i r o need fo r socondayy 

e d u c a t i o n , th© " l a t e r® of najsareth e s t a b l i s h e d th© Holy 

Ptaaily Acadovy i n 1PG7* A l t i e u $ \ founded p r i m a r i l y aa a 

schoo l f o r c i r l s , b c t h b o / s IVK\ " i r i s wore a J - i t t c d , a © 

enro l lmen t fo r 1904 allowed r e g i s t r a t i o n nf 3 43 *!rln trxl 43 

boys , an i n s i g n i f i c a n t fi;;nr© Ir» c c r j a r i a o n t o *iho ».arf© 

l o c a l Poiis-1 p o p u l a t i o n . Host i r j n l ^ r an t s b e l i e v e d bltrJ, t ; i r l s 

d id no t nesd h l i ^ i e r educa t ion and t h a t h o / s should seok ©n** 

ployr.ont a s o a r l y a s poao lh lo t o a t t a i n f i n a n c i a l i?id© ^onlonce 
8 and c o n t r i b u t e to tho f a m i l y ' s suppor t . I t was a w e t t e r of 

©oruson p r i d e for th© p e a s a n t s whan t h e i r c h i l d r e n p r e f e r r e d ©m~ 

p loynen t t o school i iv .* In many i n s t a n c e s however i t was an 

economic n e c e s s i t y sine© tho low inconto of the p a r e n t s was 

I n s u f f i c i e n t t o p rov ide Tor IL© l a r / o f a j r i l f o s , Sa©a© 

f a c t o r s #©re r e s p o n s i b l e f o r th© low l o v o l of i n t e l l e c t u a l 

a t t a i n m e n t saioi^z Uio tfLlca \o t5clcs» 

I n o r d e r t o prewar© t'oll&h ^ i r i s f o r th© convent , th© 

i l asa ro th G i s t c r s i n 1009 e s t a b l i s h e d a s p e c i a l hl;di school In 

t h e i r / o t h e r House i n Des f l a i n o s , I l l i n o i s , I n a d d i t i o n t o 

"(foldon J u b i l e e ha i jo l r , 03iioaf;o, l l asaro th l i a t o r a . 
1935, p* S7-&. ~ ' 

% a e l a w KRUoZllA, Hiu torya Polaka ' j i n e r y c o , rr.3wiuk.eo, 
iftjyy©r, 1905, Vol* £», p* ^^* M *-"" ' 

http://rr.3wiuk.eo
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tholr aahoola for Polish children and hoeoltal worl:, t!:©3* 

Sistora pionoorod in the ©ducatlon of tho ©olorod clilldron 

9 
in th© southern section of the VnitoJ fltatoa , 

Th© Nuns of th© Resurrection Conr .unity arrived In 

Chicago in liX)0« Th© following year tho;* woro aaolfnod to 

th© Saint Casinir school on th© south aid© of Chica,*©, 

Several years later they woro appointed to teach at th© Saint 

Mary Magdalene school, Th© sisters opened their Aiacx̂ ican 

Bovitiate In 1902 in Chicago, Due to lack of funds thoy war© 

unabl© to provide proper housing facilities for their novices 

and their Novitiate wac ©loccd by ecclesiastical authority. 

In 1905, however, th© Holy See penilttod the i to proceed with 

tholr original plan, U:?on advice of tho local !**8l.ap, tho 

congregation purchased a lar™® tract of land In Norwood Far!:, 

a suburb of Chicago, where a now convent ard high school for 

girls was opened in 1915. Tholp najcr educational and hu­

manitarian activities occurred aftor th© period covered by 

10 
this paper • 

Although tho f'elici&n J i s t e r s ox l>alnt Fruiicla 

a r r ived i n Asaoyioa in 1C74, the;- did mi> ecru; tc 7\Lcaj;o 

ww >ji milium w ]'*»*»mmmmiMi, -1nWHWI " w « 

%old«tv Jubi loe Btewrly* Op, o i t » , p , 43-47, 
mamm*» HI I i » n i i . i HI mi n» i «T m» itil II «i iii-iii I M * 

*%iooeys3tow WWJ1-M, I 'QIOJ of J A I O ^ O , ihioa, a '•-lleh 
Pageant la** , 1937, p» 104* 

Inteyoat lnp account can b© found i m Polish A ,orloaja 
atvidi*s* Orsha**! Lake, Ulohigaa, Vol. C, Ho* ^^^^-^ 
p , 99-105* 
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until 1868 when thoy war© given charge of saint Joseph School. 

Boeaua© of th©lr pioneering In pyocFoaalvo ©l©ra®ntary ©du-

cation, ten additional schools war© entrusted to their car© 

by 191S* . 5he ©stabllshra©nt of secondary schools by th© 

Poliolaa Sisters and their other ©l©«©ayn&ry aofelvlti©a 
12 

ooourrod aftor that dat© * 

She Sisters of Saint Francis of Biassed EunegundA 

priiaarily engaged in day nuysoyy work had boon given control 

of Saint Stanislaus Bishop and Marytr school in 1900* 

She Sisters of Saint Francis (oeyman Congregation 

from Milwaukee, Wisconsin) had boon given thro© parochial 

schools by 1914. , 

Tho Sisters of Hotr© Bam© {Irish origin) w©r© th© 

pioneer teachers of Polish parochial schools appointed to 

Saiat Stanislas achool in 1874 end Saint John Gantius in 

10OS* Inassauoh as thoy lacked knowledge of the Polish 

language thoy found that th® nood for tholr services was 

limited13* 

wmtmmmmm~»**mmmm*mmm»mmmm*-mmmmmm 

**3aint Peter and ;jaul, 1903] Holy Innocent®, 1905j 
Saint John of Ctod* 1907; Good Shephayd* 1910 J Saint Mary, 
19101 Sacred Heart, 1910? Saint HEedvlg Orphanage, 1011; 
Saint Wonoosiaus, 1012? Saint Helen, 1014; and Saint Jaraoa, 
1915* 

^psjalfttalk «• Di*ja*ntow*go. Juhilou***! JSgyonAdso^ia 
ieso*i93o/mSaaS**, Wow'W1 froiaa*; ISSB; yz«%ts%67~~~~ 
imilillill mi- I i m m r r w 

15Hloo«yslaw HA1M??, Poles of Ghlea/y>* Op* ©It** 
p* 36-114, 
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She rapid gyowth of the paroohial school systoa oiaong 

the Pole* was due primarily to tho desire of the poopl© to 

smiatala ia tholr ohlldroa a aouroo of nationalism and Poliah 

©ultuye* B1h© parochial school ©von a bad one is hotter than 

A public school for a Pol** Ho Polish lo&doy ©f th© eayly 

peyiod was educated la th® public school^11. Perhaps a oon-

te&poyary American author best susisarisod th© Attaolaaont of 

the Polish isaaispants to tholr parochial educational insti­

tutions s 

Ih© CAthollo clergy ay© th© pyoaoyvora of th* national 
language, litoyatur© and of tho national tyadltiona* 
2hoy keep over prosont th® hop© that Poland shall yet 
b© a nation* 1hey doom it th© higheat patriotism to 
preserve their mother tongue and as the prl©st Is at 
th© sam© tia© th© protector and toaohoy all Polos ro-
g*id hia with affootion ami ©steam* So latent la th© 
Chicago Pole in keeping up with th© traditions of his 
country, so dominant is th© patriotic idea, that ho ia 
taught the language ia th© church school and only 
shout 10$ attend public school and learn th© priaciploa 
os ©rood and patriotism in th© raothor tongue1*** 

A H catholic educational Institutions particularly 

th© Polish schools which coatinuad th© ua© of th©ir native 

tongue as siodiura of Instruction war© oonsidoyod arohaic* It 

was believed that parochial educational facilities woy© in-

forloy to tho Ameyloan public aehool system and dangarou* to 

^Stanlslav OSAM, Sf>rawa Pplska w Aaoryco j»63tocn*j* 
Chloago, DyalowioiE, 1918, p* W-TB*''*"""" 

^OhUago .ggflfrTO** " W Polish Oltlsan*1**. 58th year, 
issue of tnsv ii» ]^,'p« 3, *ol* 4* 
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th© welfare of tho oountyy since thoy trained ohlldroa in 
IK 

foyoign culture, language and Ideologies * Ihoro wao no 

doubt that th© parochial schools were overcrowded and th© 

l@v©l of instruction at times was rath©r low but on th© whole 

no lower than th© prevailing ayatem In th® contenporary 

public aehoola* It had been successfully dsxsonstrated that 

th© Polish child received training not only equivalent to 

that of hia neighbor attending public school but had actually 

17 
received a raor© advanced ©loiacntary indoctrination « 

Mot all thia criticise against Polish parochial 

aohoola ©Kjlnatod from anti-Catholic sources. Much of it was 

initiated by few American priests and bishops who WOT® only 

Interested in ending the Poliah immigrants * reaiatanee to 

Americanization, fhoy believed that th® Polish schools could 

be easily assiaailatod into th® general paroohlal ays ton whan 

the Unguiatle bead between th© priest aad tho paopl© waa 

severed* An observer reported that* 

Aftor th© Church intorost, th© Polos socially con­
sidered, sesxaed to b© aostly conceynod about tholr 
achoola* I viaitod th© school of tho ©3th Ward in th© 
heayt of Foland and found it wall ordered, well at­
tended and progressivej but they© wore only few In at­
tendance* Hoarly all tho children wont to the parochial 
sohoel or Saint Joseph one or two squares away. Thia 
though It was under th© charge of Sisters of iiorey 
(should b© Feliolan) I road© fro© to ©ntorj knocking at 

^Sidney &w FlSirm, "ffhat lianlcyant Contributes to 
*# ffoyu®* issue of Jan,, 180$, ¥©1* 14, p» 615* 
1 7 « a l l Baadaak mmZKOtirsxx, yaVod Polonil tf lUoryoo. 

&»ow, f* 3tay«ykf 189$,'p* 84, 



EOTCATXQWAL PROGRESS 70 

the door of XIASSA IV waa mat by th© Intelligent and 
nodost lady in charge* Sh© spoke :&0{j;llsh very woll* 
She told ia© that in th© difforont departments tho 
thro© languages, English, polish and Oornan wore con-
sistantly taught together2*1-', 

Tli© only exlatlnc Catholic secondary educational 

institutions which Polish children could attend wore con­

trolled by th© Oerraan and Irish element®« This situation 

disturbed th© Polos who desired a school of their own* trflth 

the support of Polish clergy and xay loaders, Father Vincent 

Saraynski proposed th© establishment of Saint Stanislaus 

College* After many obstacles war© ronoved and necessary 

finances provided, th© new institution cam© Into belnr, In 

1Q 
1891 * It was actually a hl^h school conducted by th© 

Hesurre©feioa Congrsgation with a faculty of priests and lay 

teachers. 2ho first principal was Father Joseph Kaller* In 

oyder to provide accomodations for students from Wisconsin, 

Pennsylvania and Hebyaska, a dowiitory was constructed* Tim 

©nrollnaent was small, gradually increasing fco 160 students 

in 1909 when a Junior College was added extending course of 

study to six years* When interest waned and lack of funds 

pyovontod esrploysioat of desirable faculty, thoso courses w©r® 

abandoned* Saint Stanislaus school was th© fir sit to Intyoduo* 

^J* 0* RIDPATIT, **Mixcd Populations in OhloacJo
tt, in 

dhautauquata* issue of *Tan*» 1091, Vol. 12, p. 490, 

•̂ igiojpfc .JublleuaTOwaj Chicago, ZJednooaenie* 1&18, 

Also WaoSaw KRUSZKA, History©. Polaka ff Am© rye*» 
Op* oit** Vol. 3, p* 49-69* 
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evening business tyalning in th© city* Many of th© early 

Polish loaders and professional people received their edu­

cation in this institution20. 

To provide secondary educational opportunities for 

th© children of his p:rlah, Father Caste! r Satuesko, pastor 

of Holy Trinity Church founded th© Holy trinity HI,;;'} School 

In the building formerly occupied by th© DynlewiosR publishing 

ontorpriso. thus by coincidence tho oradlo of Poliah Journal-

Isn housed th© firsfc dloooaan high school in Anerica ' • 

Byothor Pctor of Holy Croe3 Congregation beoano its first 

teacher and principal* It waa coeducational and provi&ad a 

general secondary ©ducation with enphasi© on /ollsh history 

and Polish language* Two years lator in 1012, the Koseiuszko 

Public school was purchased front tho city to aoocianodat© tho 

inoreasod enrollnent. Although started later than th© Saint 

Stanislaus High School, it prospered much fas tor because the 

Polea finally realised that ©ducation was a prerequisite to 
22 

economic advancement * 

In tholr dally contact with th© Immigrants, tho Polish 

social workers stressed th© no©d for education and oonvincod 

thorn of th® toportanc© of academic training. Although thoye 

s%la©sys£aw HAITIAN* Poles of Chicago, op. oit*. p. 129. 

JSwHtffeffUBP^J agJy^.^atfKt, T**M* Chicago, 
Igoda , 194®, p * l®~gQ* 

8 % b l d M p . 21*24. 
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waa no mass movement for secondary and advanced university 

training, statistioal data available indicated progress*"0* 

Other ©©dia of propaganda wore th© eighteea daily and w©@kly 

Polish newspapera whose pages were filled with ©ncouragonont 

and advie© to hsmigrants on progress through education. 

Tkma® publlcatioaa also did souoh to awaken th© Interest of 

Poloa to obtain ©itisenship and to participate In local and 

national political issue**** It was difficult for th© 

leadera to convince th© maaaes that knowledge of the "English 

languag© waa an abaolut© necessity if thay wished fco progress 

socially and economically. 2he average paaaant lived In a 

©OKiaunity wh®r© th© Knglish language was practically con* 

aldered a foreign tongue. His religloua, educational, social 

and ©conomle activities \f©ro all conducted in Polish. nven 

at his place of employment thore was little nm& for th© us© 

of English alnc© Interprotors woro easily provided* His 

SB 
settlement was Indeed Little Poland » 

^3*T. F. HIGKJINS, Proceeding* of Board .fr£ ffifaeatlon of 
gjty of Chicago* Chicago, Board of Kdubaiioh, I&6&, .>, eg, 116 C, 

g4Stofan BAR8ZCZKWSFI, Poiaoj W Amoyyco, ffArssawA, 
1* Arot, 1902, p» 63. 

Henyyk siCHKXEwXCZ, Pfema Olotne, Op* ©it.* p . 36, 
gives much credit to the polish press for imtslBcTSh* In te l* 
leotual level of th© People* 

s % a l l Habdank DUHIKOwOKI, ffsywrpolonil. W. Amoryoo. 
_ - * mtmmmi'tm:mmmmmtmtmi< . I»IWI.I .> . . . I«II .I« „n,«ii . , , ,% t ,m.,„T 

Op. Pit*, p* 84. 
In Bearing and other Industrial areas th© foyonaa 

would look at tho hools of the applicant® * Sh© lasalgyant* 
wearing shoos with higher hools woro 2aotion*d to and an in­
terpreter would $p©ak to thee about t&nas of ©raplcymont* 
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Hhyough th© promotional woyk of the Polish Motional 

Alliance, there had boon a number of special eaamunity 

©enters ostabllshod which afforded opportunity for young and 

old alik© in intellectual improveiBont* iho civil authorities 

had boon pyovailed upoa to maintain a nuraber of evening 

sohoola for th© Emigrants* Ui©a©, howovoy, wore of inferior 

character. Th© classes w©r© conductod by poorly prepared 

teachers whose kindergarten level of Instruction often rldi-

eulod rather than ©due&tod th© iusaigyant * 2a© most suc­

cessful wore th© private school conducted by educated Polos 

which not only indootrlnated th© individuals in basic rudi* 

seats but also prepared thera for citlsonship* High tuition 

pyovontod tho attendance of rasay iraraigyAnts. 

"Si© contributions of th© drejaatic societies cannot 

bo ov©rlook©d in th© educational progress of th© insaigyant 

gyoup. As in all other activities She parish was th© source 

of all theatricals. It was within tho parish that nany of 

th© amateur and professional dyajuatlo /roups way© first de­

veloped* Si© stage like th© pro a a beoani© a force in the 

Intellectual development of tho Polea. AB oarly as 1073 

they© was a Poliah theatre group In the olty. It was eig~ 

aifloant that tlieir first preseatatioa waa a drama advocating 
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the oasanclpatlon of women. This porhape waa the f i r s t at tempt 

of tli© hsisigrant group In tho fataal© suf f rag is t Movement . 

Jan KochanowskI organised th© Now© Zyci© Choral and 
^ W»WWi.iii»«i» WWII iWimiî MWWHap. 

Dramatic society aad for over1 a quarter of a century suc­

cessfully conducted a school of drama in which many Polish 

actors war® traiaod* a © well known Polish journalist and 

author, Karol '.tochtei, was instrumental in establishing 

another successful theatre group* In 1908 several young ra®n 

and wouen f onaod tho musical literary society Protgion which 

provided nueh ©ntertalnraont for th© Isaiigrants* Thar© were 

eight Polish theatres In Chicago in 1914 but du© to gradual 

assimilation of the younger element and tholr general lack 

of Interest and support, th© theatre© were forced to elos©^. 

3h© forces ©f assimilation gradually touched each 

facet of th© iissaigrants1 esthetic activities* £5von those 

who outwardly wore staunch supporters of old world culture 

and traditions were slowly aooepting the inevitable Araeri-

oaaiAAtlon of tholr institutions. 

S7*$a» BARttmiKX, Kaleadera na rok I87ff* Union, 
Missouri, 137S, p* 28. 

In tills cane issue on pag© 58 appears an ad* 
vortiseiaoni of th© Dynlowicss book shop with an tepros. Ivo 
list of novels, history and literature books In addition 
to religious articles. 

^%Heessys£aw HAIKAK* jpoloa.pf Ghipngo, 03., olt*, 
p* 87, 91-02. 



CHAPTER IV 

POLITICAL ORIENTATION AIID PARTICIPATION 

"iho realisation that preparation for citizenship and 

political participation were of utmost inportano© if the i'oloa 

were to ris© In importance in America was early raanifestod by 

local Polish leaders *rho tried tc inspire th© ;iasa©s to civic 

action* J£h© language barrier fomod an obstacle to be over­

come before cny auccoss could b© attained. 

The ©arly Polish imaiî rant totally unschooled in po~ 

litioal participation, devoted his whole energies to economic 

pursuits and was not particularly Interested in American poli­

tics* Th© organisation of the Gains Polaka in 1864 with ten 

aesabers appeared to bo th© first attempt in founding a socio­

political society in th© early Polish settlement • This 

organization did not constitute a political party as ther© 

were very few Foloa at that time who could vote, in addition 

to this political insaaturity, the CJonaana and th© Irish were 

determined to prevent all attempts of political solidarity 

among th© Polos* 

Tli© ©arly parochial organisations which had rrown into 

national federations although not primarily political in 

nature way© instrunontal in developing political consciousness 

^WaoZaw KRU8ZKA, Hiatorya Polska v; Arseyyco. "ilwaukoe, 
Euryer, 1905, Vol. B9 p. 142* 
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in their membership* %©n the Socialist party unintentionally 

aided th© Polos in tholr political development* It advocated 

American citisonship, classifying a vote as th® wodern weapon 

of the proletariat, considerably nor© po^orfu3. tuan any other 

method for immediate action®. 

The Polish Grant for President Club was or "an!sod In 

1072* Ti'.ls was thu fli*st real attenot In articulate political 

expression and was but a step in the direction of fomin^ a 

strong local political organisation whoso objectives would be 

©lection of Polish candidates and eventual control of city and 

stat© politic* « Th© official reason given for tho founding 

of this club was th© love of froedcaa that Grant had manifested 

in recognizing the Hepubllo of Prime© created after ̂ I<© 

Franco-Prussian b'ay* it was actually based on tho hop© that 

in th® future Poland night be given th© same consideration. 

Thus It was not th© interest in local political lauaou but 

that of tholr native country which stiuulatcd their political 

behavior. Tho candidacy of x'otor ILloSbaaaa for the a tat© 

Assembly in 1077 aroused tiuch interest and was rosponalblo for 

oroation of many payoohlal political clubs. 

^Polish Alliance Socialist Party, llho Polish 
Socialists and The atrugrle for IndoDCttdciJoT^ITT^oTand, 
Silca^orsoolaalst party, 191a, p. 3t>* 

%a©£&w KKOSZKA* Hiatoyya Polska '»; Amoyyoo, fj^^it** 
Vol. 3, P« 189-13Q* 
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We hav© th© Saint Stanlulaus Society with 193* uonbora, 
th© Saint Joseph with 70 newsboys, Saint Adalbert with 
75 ©©tabors, th© Kosciussko Guards with 175 uonbors, 

thoyoforo, wo too can have political parties'*. 

While tho Polish O^ub for Grant with sixty taonbors boaeted 

of controlling at least five hundrod votes, thoy had beon 

accused by the Polish Club Per Hroolcy, support!'! . another 

presldontlal cnadidato, of bavin," rjex&.'ra Wu, noro not cltl-

s©ns and hence unable to vote. 

Th© political potential of tho jawing ,'olis.i jlunont 

was accurately projected by tl.u Cfrjjna Polaka. In £?ay >~f 187€ 

it iaaued a call for the ©stabliahmeufc of th© Towariiystwo 

Iforodowo-Politycane which would bo an ULialga^ation of all 

local political clubs. It was hoped that eventually it' could 

b© formed into a national federative jody rosonbliiG *h© 

Poliah Ronan Catholic Union. 3:e plan was never rodi^d » 

'Hie chief proponents of polish political orientation 

in the ©arly period war© the iclish clergy of whom 7'afchor 

Vincent Barzynski was nest eminent. The parishioners wore 

urged to becora© naturalised stna to select frcsa anoa;„, uheir 

own people candidates worthy of public office. The Polish 

organ!rations Inst dieted thoir raesnbers in parliamentary pro­

cedure, doraoeratlo proooaa of olootlon ar-d ©xpoundod th© 

KRU3ZEA, Hiatorya ffolsfca W Aaoyyoe, 0,-* cit*. 
Vol* 5, P* 130-134. 

3 1 . wBHDamaEl, Prgyjaclel Ludu* Chicago, *>rul:cynia 
Harodowa, 1876, p* 33. 
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dootrine that freedom in America did not moan unbridled Indi­

vidualism which would keep thorn politically dlsorr:anls©d and 

weak* "Tho Polish national Alliance did all It could to 

©hang© th© mere raelal solidarity into political idaalism6". 

Lastly, tho Polish press was extremely successful in In­

culcating th© political Ideals of America and th© potential 

of organised Polish eloetoyato* It published political Infor­

mation* proparod manuals of oltiaonship ami provided speakers 

at political nestings. On th© other hand, however, a few 

unscrupulous Polish publisher® deliberately disseminated cis-

infomation and created political disunity. Genoyally chose 

indlvidualB w©r© compensated for thoir efforts by American 
7 

politicians * 

In viow of tho inoohoaivonoas arvms th© Polish po­

litical leadership tho voto of the liiriirrants was not asr 

dooislve aa could have b©e*> expected. Tho Anorican Political 

bosses referred to th© Polish electorate as *votl'V̂  cattle*1 

and paid little attention to thorn after th© ©lection* Tho 

Polish coanunities war© always last to rooelvo any street 

Improvements, additional police probootIon, playgrounds and 

^William I* TU0HA3 and dorian ZM>m«GLI, Polish 
Peasant in Iluropo ai/1 Aiiorica, Chicago, friivoralty nf ""* 
"®toaIo, M S , •Voi;"TTP^TI7* 

7Boboyt F* LESSBL, Pole© ofChicago, Chicago, Polish 
Pageant Inc., 1037. p* 21. 

She moot infcolli/.ont analyala vf political isauwa for 
tho poylod 1807 t© 1906 can be found In tho Kayod Polski, 
tiao official "organ of th© Polish naoan Ca iholl'c Thlon. 



POLITICAL PAHTXCIPATIOK AS 

parks for thoiy children or public appointments0. 

Bio political Affiliation asoni; the Polish alenent 

was almost equally divided between th© two urn j or political 

parties. They as a rule supported oandldates who pronisod 

improvemnts in th© local c;ov©rm:eyit carl although often mis«* 

led by the American politicians arid none of tholr own leaders 

they began to contribute In a nodest decree to e -vi© r̂ot̂ *ess< 

Th© Polea as thoy continue to acquire property /ill 
carry thenaelvou on tLo nido of :;ood ̂ ovorrii .©: it • 
fhoy do not aeosa greatly anbitious for political 
honors and political offices, Abo.it six 'olos aro 
in tho Police Department, six in th© Fir© Department 
and six clerks and Ins, octors in tho various de­
partments of th© city, county and federal fovern-
rnont"* 

In tin© tli© interests of the in.lr^ot Oroup truiisoondod th© 

two party system. It JQQ^TI to aeoi; political affiliation 

with any npoup that would ufXjr riost ir. patronage. In Janu­

ary, 1094, whan th© cconorlc depress ir-fi had sorioualy 

threatened tho welfare , i all 'Vucrioanc, t..o local i oliah 

occammity eagerly forced a unit sr-vportinc bho ;',-wl/ .r\j\nizni 

Coxoy program of social legislation. Tua Gagota aolnloga 

published in Chicago by John ilŷ alrowslri for oix'C.Xc.tlon ancng 

Polish famors I. Illinois, .'.iscouolu, ,ic :!;«;> a>,l 1, dlana, 

fostered Uoxoy'a leruands foi* liik/lier pa/, shorter i/orvLv, day, 

^Stefan I^&SCS^&r&T, Polaey ,t: .Anoyyoo, ','arscawA, 
M. Ayot, 1902, p* 51. 

gg»lPrago 2%'lbuno, wOur Polish Citizens'1, 3Sth year, 
issu© of SayT i4'|f'

,l''Jwo^t p* S, col* 4* 

http://Abo.it
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public works progyaia, and fro© distribution of public landa. 

However, such a program did not find wuoh support in tho 

10 urban caramunity and the unit collapsed four months later * 

©i© American Proso directed uuoh criticism at tho 

Polish community fox'' th© manner in which political ©surpals;ns 

were conducted* Tno stain attraction at the so rathorinja was 

an abundance of fro© food and beer- Pew coa© to hoar an intel­

ligent discussion of cont@n;oorayy political Issues, Inu-̂ auch 

as theae meetings wore but vote buying achataoa, ILo nor© r©« 

spoetable ©lenent refused to att©nd and thua tho m w crurulcus 

politicians had no opposition in securing votes of th© unln* 

11 
formed masses • It was not unusual to purchase votes for an 

agreed price. Another practice was to visit all tho saloons 

in too community aad recruit citizenship candidates* Hi© 

procedure was vory simple and few iiawifraiits suspected its 

illegality* Candidates wero tuh&n to the office of th© local 

sldenaan who administered the oath and issued a fraudulent 

certificate of ©itisonahlp* Th© artistically engraved doou* 

ment issued without th© prescribed examination arid waiting 

period distorted th© importanc© of th© local politician. Th© 

corrupt ©loctlon officials on t}-& payroll of th© political 

booses honored tbooo cortif loatos and ^omitted tho it/Migrants 

xuWa©2kw KJTtSSZITA, History® Pol ska tf Ans©ryo®. -.to. olt 
Vol. 5, P. 72* 

1%arod. Polakts 10th yoar, issue of HOT* 14, 1906, 
p* 4, col* £!*$'• 



POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 67 

to vote. Obviously no statistic© wore maintained but it wae 

©attested that few thousand Poles Iiad boon vtotlriiEod in thio 

manner* this procedure was quickly abandoned wh©j> the loaders 

beoasio conscious of tho political demoralization It bad caused 

araonf1; their people. A apodal pro;;ran of civic education was 

inaugurated* Tinder th© auspices of th© Poliah National Al­

liance schools woro established to prepare Polos for citizen­

ship, to provide prop or political orientation a-xl fee o ducat© 

then for strategic political positions. The 'mdorlylnr; ob­

jectives of this program were the political progress of tlio 

American ?olos and th© conditioning of Arierlcan public 

opinion for sympathetic approach to tl:© Poliah Independence 

IP 
movement • 

Tholr nasct s top was to wrest control of l oca l p o l i t i c s 

frori the Gernari eloraont. "the s t ruggle l a s t ed Tor nany yoays 

and aroused isuoh i n t o r o s t In th© American and European press . 

!Ehe Gemuans, well grounded in p o l i t i c s and Koro Ar:©rloani»od, 

dominated both major p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s l o c a l l y . The p o l i t i ­

ca l animosity between the Poles and tho Gorr-ians woakonod thon 

botli and was responsible for trie rapid r i s e of tY o I r i s ! ' who 

seised control* Iiad the /o los and Crortaansi anul£n;r\atftd, t h o i r 

l sKomiald PXATEOWs>KI, PaMgtoik v.'gnlosienia I G> 

ttfconieoia Posinlkow Tadeussa KbsolutSkl ''l''"faMS^^m~T^M&^ 
ioko* ( M e s s o T W I i e T r ^ 

I3E&11 Babdank PUNIK0«.'̂ KI, Ws'ypd Pplonil V Aiapyyoe. 
TMov, .P. Starayk, 1895* p . 8 1 . " — - — — — - - * - - - ' 
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oojmbin©d vote would have easily doiainabtjd city and &tate 

politics. A bond of sympathy developed between bh© olos 

and tn© Irish. It was baaod on tuoxr mutual loyalty to Ca­

tholicism and political similarity of their uuropeon uaok-

gyounda• 

?U3 efforts i,.i political oducation bor© fruit, under 

a more progressive leadership, th© roios responded In ̂ r©at©r 

nusab©r tc their civic responsibilities* ^ik© 11 to ntbor 

nationalistic groups, w o *olos wor® abl© to uso tnolr vot© 

to gain political appointments and other favors iron any 

political party In power. P. s political patronage Incroasod 

In ratio to the monetary contribution oi polish o^gani-
14 satlons • Traditionally, a ^articular public office was 

awarded to a specific nationalistic group and io do otherwise 

would cr©at© serious political repercussions* pat£*ona.̂ o was 

conditional upon tho number of votes io&uors of each nation-
lr 

allatic t̂ roup could guarantor in an election « 7uo r:^icar;o 

TrlbJUG pyosontod an intelligent anaiysia of WiO pu_ltlcal 

Importune© of th© nationalistic groups olaininc taat In 1891 

th© Mayoral election was decided DJ tho Polos, 6 oho livUia and 
1G Germans • All political Lssuos woro oloaoly o'laorvod by th© 

-^Polish Alliance Socialistic Party, "1 a l-ol,.f 
Socialist find The stru^^lc >or ^^iD^B^Slrll0 I2£lI2Ll!pT^2l> 
"dp1*1 cit .7"¥*"^T 

X*>$4 &W&Y, "Autocracy under 'Jcvor", in HGV cp r-llc» 
Vol. 10, I ssue t f August 24, 1910, p . 105-106* 

^Cphllip KXirG3£Sr, She Chicago ?r ibunoj^l to : i r a t 
Hundysd Years* Chicago, Trlb',mo\^J^"YoTr^\ p,~K?Tr"~~~ 
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Polish leaders and every effort was mado to use th© Polish 

vote most advantageously, in 1902 when Prince J-onry of 

Prussia was to visit Ghloar'o, oyor on© hundred thousand Polos 

organised to protest th© Prussian control of polos In :uropo. 

Saeh public demonstrations of political unity croatod much 

sympathy araong many Influential Americans and shortly there-

aftor when a petition demanding freedom cf Poland was clrcu* 

17 lated over six hundred thousand signed it* 

The organisation of parochial political clubs was ac* 

eeiorated although they seldom had purely political purpose®. 

In order to avoid accusation of complicity of church in poll* 

tics, those organizations fostered charitable and ©Qu­

estional activities, Worthy escanples of suoh societies wore 

th© Oltizons Club of lhaddous Kosoluszko, organ! .sod by father 

Francis Gordon of faint Stanislaus and tho Father Joseph 

Barsynskl Gitisens Club of f-'alnt ",'Iodwig parish* organized by 

18 
Father J. B* ObyrtaoK . 

Th& foremost Polish political Il^ur© in tho o&i'ly 

period, was Petor Klolbassa, ©leotoC be tLo State Assembly in 

1077. In Hh& campaign of lh-91, he* '.fas cl otod City IVousarw 

by an ©ight thousand vote plurality :v,.:? his Qcv^w a,.d .u'ish 

opponents. In order to accept this office he ha"1, to provide 

17!farod Polaki. Isaac cf Tan* 29, 100S, 6th year, 
p* 1, col* £W5* ' 

IS 
l&AasysXaw HAIHAJf, Poles of Chicago, Ohioa/go, 

Polish Pageant Ino», 1937, p. 141* 
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a bond of on© million dollars which ho accomplished in two 

days by direct appeal to tho l-oles. This was a public 

testimonial of his popularity and showed ft?, •>• r»t~>trir<l pro-

gross of the immigrants since th© amount accostc* fr- - err* 

Individual could not bo t'n-lor twenty-fIvo th^nsa^d dollars. 

If It had boon nocossary, a sum two ^r -fires li^ou ~c.r\ -v 
IS 

could have been as easily subscribed . r>oter ''1 3bassa 

was th© first and only city Treasurer In tho histor" r>f 

Chicago t-* return to the city interest oarwd on all UA3 ci-

pal funds. It had been a practice f̂ r the 011^ i?roao •r'-r to 

retain this Income as p >rt of the political spoilj s-ston. 

Tho first Pol© eloetod to tho City Council was 

A» J. Tfowslski in 168S who later was appointed to ihj po­

sition of r^jporlntendont of a tor 'xtonslon TJuro m, .: very 

important office in view cf the patronage It snrrlcd. i'h© 

first School Board appointment aaL *lvon to a T,ol."sh att :mey, 

SaxiLilian A. Dresnal In 1C94. Jator he was succeeded !>y 

Jullus JSmiotanka and »alter ruflows'-i. fl:& *nlt role curing 

this period to receive a diplomatic ap̂ c-Ir.tr:ei A w.-;s .d and 

2, Hrodcwsfci, former editor >f tho g^oda, as /Mjrlc&i Ch ,i3ul 

to Solinccn, Germany, in lo97. 

John Ĵ. flmulskl roorosontod tho poll Lie 1 .1 .â orslhip 

among tho PO-©S during tho lat ,r pcrl<'.", /,pp> Infcod City 

TTlinwnpiiilMH<iin,,LiL».i]iij. HIM ' i r T — r " ' — • •»—-

1 3 ^ao l»w KRUSZEA, Hisfcorya PoloLa h AJKjyyoc. ' .;* ©i t* . 
V o l . 5 # p . 1 2 9 . 
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Attorney in 1903, h© b©canto renowned for M s ability and tJj?oo 

y©ars later was ©l©ot©d state Iroasurer. Like rotor 'defcoassa 

he was the first to return to the stato, incor«,<l aocuMou from 

deposits. In 1904 two more Polos were elected to th© Jlty 

Council, while in UUB Polos were oiacted us numbers o* the 

Board of Assessors ana Clork of th© Municipal Coort. ĵ ator 

Poles obtained county Judgeships as well as othor judicial and 

administrative offices. To numerous to mention her© were all 

th© Poles Who served in elootiv© and appointive city, county, 

state and federal offices during this first fifty year 

period. 

Although th© nuiobô  of polish puolic of floors iiad 

been significant, greater political progress would .uavo ro-

sulted had thoy mad© further yalns in education a* id had tbor© 

boon less resistance to assimilation* Lastly had there boon 

less partisan strif© avonr then, thoy would Isavo ©i-orcpd ao 

th© strongest ©loctoyai elomont in Chi©ago* 
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ATTEMPTS AT ECONOMIC STABILITY 

Accustomed to bare existence by ©onturios of ©xploi-

tAtion, Tho Polish peasants looked forward to ooononio indo-

pondeno© in tho now environment. Th©y had hoard of th© 

equality of opportunity in America but soon realied this was 

only possible for Americans or foreigners who had b©©» com­

pletely Americanized. Thoy had not com© to the United States 

without reasonable assurance of a Job* Most of them had boon 

promised employment by tholr friends or relatives who had 

Aided them in emigrating. Some had boon recruited by agents 

yepresenting American raining, lumber and manufacturing Inter­

ests. Few arrived with small savings and war© dependent upon 

employment agoncies and Polish organisations to secure occu­

pations for thonr* 

The issaigyants wore exposed to exploitation in ©vory 

direction* There wore unscrupulous Americans who pyofitted 

from their ignorano© and povoyty* Evon mor© disgraceful was 

the avarice of same of tholy own countrymen. Thoy woro over-

charged f©y any soyvioes yondeyod. The work obtained for 

them was usually mlsyeprosentod in ehsyactor, permanency and 

3>*Tey«miah W* 3HIHB and J*tt XAt?C&, The ImKilfiration 
Pyoble©* A study of Amoyioan lamlEyation* Conditions and 
itbedg^ ism ^oW$ PunT"an<I llagpiaXXa^^ " 
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yeaunoratlon* In samy instances th© Immigrants woro proniaed 

©Kployncnt sora© distance from Chicago* Arriving at tlieir 

destination thoy learned that little or no work existed* 

Stranded In a styange eoaminlty, thoy realised thoy had been 

duped by th© labor agent who was only Interested In th© fo© 

he collected. Strangely enough, th© local authorities did 

not interfere with this abuso as they soldoia paid he^d to th® 
0 

haraigyanto* coiaplaints * The land companies, mining Interests 

and railroads woy© eager to procure iraaigyant workeys for th© 

establishment of mining and fanning communities. Xh® Illinois 

Centyal Railroad ostabllshod th© Agenoja Polakioj Eolcnlzacji 

in Chicago under th© direction of Genoyal John Zurchin, a 

foraer Russian engineer, to dispose of land in Southern Illi­

nois* The looAtion, quality of land, elhaat© and typography 

%yaee ABBOTT, The :toate»ant and the Ocaamunity* 
Hew York, Century, 1981, p. &6* ' ~ ' ' 

Th© author is personally acquainted with on© victim 
of theowploymont agent. This immigrant arrived in Uow York 
in 3B96. B© peld the labor agent a fo© of thro© dollars for 
the Job of blacksmith In a neighboring town* After travel­
ing the nine mile distance to this location, ho sadly dis­
covered that no such Job ©slated. Penniless he was unabl© 
to pay for the return faro to Hew York. 

Some townsmen InforjDod M m that by following th© 
rallroAd tracks ho could roach Chicago, wh©r© workers war© 
In groat demand. Aft©y ranch hardship and many aieioo of 
hungey he arrived in Chicago three raonths later having walked 

all tho w g ^ hft found that th© labor agents operated In th© 
se%2S manner* However as Jobs wore plentiful for highly 
skillod rjecbsnles, ho had no difficulty in establishing himself 
and in tin® Acquired a small fortune. 
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woy© eosiplotoly s&syoprosentod in order to Induce th© peasant 

element to migrate there. Those misrepresentations In th© 

American and Polish press described Southern Illinois as tho 

most desirable area in America* Fabulous profits war© as­

sured from resale of th© land since th© Inertgrants woro told 

that tho national capital would b© moved to Saint Louis, 

Missouri, which was located across th© riv©r from tho property 

adveytiaed * Although th© ta&gyants w®rc tminf eased and 

gullible, these fyaudulant schemes failed because most peasants 

wer© too poor and unwilling to venture away from tholr own 

ccaamunity. 

The Polish iunigranta sought the socioty of tholr own 

nationality wh©r© th© uovmrn of behavior ww© siailar to theirs 

and whey© there was no difficulty in oral coranunicatlon. 

Usually tho umarried son and woman found living accomodations 

with a Poliah family* Tho average Polish iiaaigrant fatally 

lived in a two story frasa© building built to accomodate two 

fasilios but occuplod by thro© or raorc* Th© fuynlshines w©r© 

poor and purchased on tin© payments* Thoy old, howovor, have 

a plentiful supply of food, surpassing anything thoy had In 
4 

Europe * The Poles liv©d in a donsoly populated oommunity, as 

imm*mmimmmi mmwumtnnmmimmimnm"'^'"' 

%aul W* Oliisa, The I l l i no i s Oontral tollygod and I t s 
Colonissatlon Work, Catwia^»* inrvard iMiv©yII¥y,n"'"!TOl, pV""5Tt. 

A largo advertisement appeared on th is in Jan BAR2XHSKI 
tolendar® Polslci as Pok 1875, Union, Missouri, 1075, p . 83* 

%i@Osy«law BZAVLESKX* f^fohodstwo Polskl© ff , Stanaoh 
SJodnoosonyoh Amoyylci, Warssawa, ZB^md^l&odmf^SBolIrM^^ki,, 
1924* p* 65* 
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did tho Italians and Chinos© and lacked th© basic sanitary 

conveniences. Profiting on th© clanlsh characteristics of 

th© Polos, landlords charged them unbelievably high rants, 

while as early AS 1887, land owners sold twonty-fiv© foot 

lots for #1*600 to $3,000* This sazao sis© lot outside their 

5 
coBsssunity would soil for apprasinat@ly half that price * 

They rent th© lots on which tholr shanties stand 
from a person named Venn© or Wendt at $50*00 per 
year* The Polish house owners refuse to raak© sower 
or wator connections fearing that they raay b© 
confiscated or to xaake other izaprovoiaents demanded 
by proper sanitary regulations* Tho landlord has 
been prosecuted for not saaking th© lapyovononts, 
but th© law was saadc to protect and not to punish 
hist* 3©"got fro©* Die tenants are fined in son© 
instances*3* 

It was alnost impossible for tho isnsigrants to find 

protection in tho Anorloan courts, and th© contemporary 

social agencies woy© unabl© to protect bin frorj th© ©xr̂ lci­

tation of th© propertied class. The exterior appoaranc© of 

these hones however did not reflect the traditional cleanli­

ness of th© Poles. Holiabl© reports indicated that their 

hoses war© neat and clean although sparcaly furnished. 

Tho slum district in which th©y lived was on tho 

itlnoyary of visitors to the city. The poor native born 

population did not far© rauch hotter and vory often lived 

*Hte62aw EH03J3CA, Hlftorya Polaka Hi Agaeyyoo* r.iilwaulcoo, 
Kuryor, 1905, Vol. 3, p. 5 ^ 7 — * 

GCMoAco Tribune, "Our Polish Citlaeas", 38th yoar% 
Issuo of liar* JK,' xif^jTp. 3, col* 5* 
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in ways© olyoumstanoes• Th© only solution was to novo to a 

bottoy locality but such a change presented eeonaralc diffi­

culties Impossible for most of th© poor to ovcrcotio* A 

visiting English professor coitiparod th© Polish community to 

the slums ©f London; 

Our rookeries are bad enough but thoy are at least 
built out of ston© or brick. Key©, howevuy, th® low 
tenements are rcoetly of wood and when th© wood decays 
or breaks away th© consequences are nor© deplorable 
than anything w e hav© in London**.Tho worst places in 
th© city are inhabited by native Americans. Tbose 
poor conditions 03dst in spit© of all civil ordinances. 
TIio proprietors of the worst class of property in 
ChicAgo are loading iaon of th© churches*.*Tho Poles 
poor as thoy are and Ignorant do want to load a decent 
Uf© 7. 

Th© economic and social lovel ©f th© Polish teaigrant 

yoflootod tho general conditions which prevailed in th© city, 

Th© abnosssaliy fast growing city was object of aoral decay, 

exploitation and speculation* Tho City L&yeotory for 1670 

listed 140 saloons and 1,056 groeery stores. This ratio, 

abnonsal in itself, did not represent th© true situation. 

The liquor sold In hotels, restaurants and private clubs is 

not included in th© abov© statistics'. In th© Polish caa* 

samity there woy© three saloons which not only dispensed 

liquor but woro infonaatlon centers, gambling dons, and 

eentors of political and anti-clorical agitation. Froia th© 

'F* H* 3TKAB* "Civic Life of Chlcsc©**, in HOVIQW of 
Berlewa* Vol* 8, Issue of July, 1898, p* 04* 

fl?hilip KXH0SLK7, The ChloAflo frihunot Its Flr3t 
Hundred Years* Ohioago, Tribune, i"945', Vol", 1*" pV"115T~* 
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various sociological surveys raado, it was evident that sorat© 

of tho Polish iramigranta spent a large percentage of theiy 

earnings for intoxicants • In a survey mad© a: ion;-; tho Slavic 

group In the Stock Yards district of C3iica,:o, It was oon-

cladad that? 

Thor© can bo but on© opinion as to the economic waste­
fulness of saloon patronage, whatever its virtues* Th© 
laboroys invest tlieir poor wages there prcdl®ally and 
thoy certainly do not get an economic oqui**lo»t. Hie 
only foAslbl© substitute would b© proper food9* 

Fortunately th© najority invented thoir acvlnca in hesaos* 

Th© thrift of th© overwhelming majority of th© Polish 

larilarants was evldont, contrary to th© opinionated journal­

ists of that pex»iod* She Chicago Tribune In a ŝpecial survey 

conducted In th© Polish oettleiaent discovered that aa ©arly 

as 1880, approximately fifty per cent of th© faxdlliea owned 

thoir own hones and tholr combined real estate holdings woro 

valued ©v©r ton million dollars * The value of tlieir pa­

rochial ©stablishnents and th© wealth controlled bj their 

local and national organizations v/as not Include-:"- in tIJ.s 

data* In tin© th© wealth of th© Pole© exceeded tliat of all 

other Slavic groups*, 

Th© py© judico® delaying thoir onploymont In nany of 

the industrios subsided when sore accurate reports about th© 

. C. J. BUgHHaLL* "Social Aspects of th© Stock Yards", 
In Aaerioan Journal, of Sociology* Vol. 7, issu© ©f Septoubor, 
lflOvt, p* ' 1ST. 

^Chicago %rlbune» "Our Pol ish Cit isona", SCth yoar, 
i s sue of l a r * l4'f ib&8, p . 3 , c o l , 5 . 
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Polish cdaasiunity and its people wore published in th© American 

newspapers and periodicals* An astute observer of social 

pyobloiaa, J, C* Rldpath, wid© a special study of th© Chicago 

Polish ooHSBunity and oossBOntodt 

I was prepared to expect in th© Polish Quarter©, as 
in th© Bohemian area, the evidences of squalor, idleness, 
and oxlae* We Imv© hoard ao nuch about th© ignorant 
and vicious Bohc.tlana and Polos that oar prejudice on 
entering thos© foreign citios is firmly fixed, But the 
prejudice is warranted by tho facts. In t!i© flrct „\Laeo 
th© marks of industry and I think frugality arc sean on 
evory isand. Your aenaos are not offondod with tho 
presence of filty and th© significant si^ns of ©ontaplo-.is 
diseases are ©verywhere absent, A rmjority of relish 
men no doubt ay© cosanon laborers, as are tho groat i-naas 
of all foreir̂ i©rs In Chicago. But the pursuits of th© 
Poles ar© Multifarious to the extent of giving a kind 
of completeness uad independence to th© town where 
those poopl© livo* I baliov© that th© aaa© economic 
disposition and th© aa»© anxiety to own tholr own hoses 
pyovail anong th© Polish inhabitants as ©Eiong th® 3o« 
houains - a syapton of tho oennon life with which a 
thoughtful American can but bo well pleased**-* 

Ihoir economic statue improved ©von sore rapidly with 

th© iBsaigr'ation of a large nuiabor ©f highly ©killed worltors. 

Mother employed at iien&al tas&s in th© lussboryardo or 17:0a t 

packing plants or in s©m«i~ highly skilled tasks, th© Polish 

workoys had gained reputation fox* their loyal!ty to tho on-

ployer, hard work and ability to get along with othor wor;-ora* 

Cyadually thoy replaced tho lr*lah rr»€ Gorman wor?;<.'ra in ':any 

Industries that heretofore were reluctant to hire thorn*** 

*%* C# HI»?Atn. "Mixed Populations of Chicago51, in 
ChAut&uauAny Vol* 13, issue ©f January, 1891, p« 490*401* 

**C. J, BUSHKBLL, "Social Aspeots of the PJtoeli Yards'1, 
Op* olt*, p* 168, S34. 
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By tho first docado of th© twentieth century, sixtoon 

foils h oouasunltios wore located In different parts of tho 

city. In tho Stock Yards district, the rise of population was 

so yapld that a number of additional Polish rnriuhes were 

founded. On th© far south aide of Ohlea':©, "tho otool Industyy 

employed a large nuu$>©r of Poles* Bavins acquired r»r©ator 

industrial skill, th© Polish workers denaadsd and yeeoivod 

ronuaeration equal to that of native workers In all Indus* 

trios13. 

Another influential factor In thoir ©oononic ,>roci?GBs 

was thoir membership and active participation in labor organ­

isations. Ihoir tlraldncss had disappeared. Tho exploitation 

had ended and th© forces of assimilation had begun* Although 

widely known for Its advocacy of labor reform, th© Socialist 

party actually did little to aid tho Poles in this strucrl©. 

She local Socialist novonent was organised and controlled by 

th© Gorsan ©looont; tho few Poles who war© nor hers ©awe fron 

Prussian Poland, In tho infamous HAymaxfeet Riot of 1GU8, 

caused by Ui© stupidity a/id corruptness of t)C© local police 

and politicians, few Polish naiaos appeared among those 

mwmm* mt\\m»m»mmm»t\nmmmimu\t n i»wiriiii 

2%leeAys£aw sZALffiTSKI* jfychodstwo Pblskl© w atanaoh 
IjodnoeAonyoh* OP. ©it*, p* 146* 

According to th© reports of tr.o XrrKoicratlon :>on* 
mission, tho iB»igrant workers received twenty to t h i r t y per 
cent l©sc pay than th© native worker In Awrioan industries 
did for poyfoyming tho saoe typo of work* 
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arrested and convicted14. Th© Polish branch of th© Socialist 

party was organised In 189S. Its prlnary purpose waa not 

eoenonio reform but preparation of Polish loaders for th© 

revolution in Europe when th© moment of liberation was at 

hand. Th®Ir plan called for solsuro of authority and the 

establishment of a Socialist stat© in Poland, Thus political 

and not ©conerole motivations induced a snail minority of 

Polos to found a Socialist organisation In Chicago15, 

Two reasons had boon advanced for th© dosiro of th© 

Polos to establish tboir own buslnusaoe; inability to con­

verse in English and th© dosiro to maintain a self-sufficient 

polish oottujunity* Because they laekod capital and woro un-

schoolod in Auorio&n business Ejothoda, th© teil^nnts oponod 

small end rsodost shops. 'ISioy w©ro located in tho cofrranlty 

anc oatored exclusively to the Poles* Rotable exceptions 

wove a cast on sho© &h©p mintoinod by Jbsuph BllsPI in tho 

fashionable section of tho city and a bicyclo factory es­

tablished by l>\ F» ZawadsidL in a non-Polish connunlty16* 

-̂.Jicuaol J* SCiiAACli, ChloAfio Tiavniayket Conspiracy. 
Chisago, «lohA#l J. Sehaaeh, lBSfflT; p, TggtBvT"" *""̂ ~ ^ 

^Polish Alliance j^olalist Party, Th© , oil ah 
Socialists arid tho Styu&clo for Independence of FoXEHd. 
m$m®&,u Socialist1 m*TPress,l VfflT, p.-" W"r*""~-—* 

18 
A survey of th© Prgyiaolol Luda publish'*; by 1. 

lends!, naki i/i 1076 and t l io ' ^ Io^SSJ^r i feo l i ly publication, 
for the yuay 1894 yovealed very fom advert Zacnontn of Polish 
busit»s»; ©stablishrssnts outside of the Polish sett lements. 
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fhoy© woyo no significant attests howovoy to establish any 

layge industyios* Pyobably th© first Poliah ©ntoypyise in 

the aettlOKont was the Dyniowloz Publishing House and Book-

etore which provided th© local icraigyants with Polish IItor-

ature and religious articles. Potar Klolbassa however re­

ported feat some Polish businesses wor© ostabllshod as ©arly 

as 1864, Uepyosslons of 1873, 1888, and 1803 discouraged 

many ccmaorclal attempts. Qpeyatlng ©n limited capital, th© 

Polish establishments woy© first to b© affected by those 

business cycles and bankrupted. 

On© of th© original alna of the Polish Ronan Catholic 

TJhlon was th© ©stabHshnont of a central Polish bank with 

byanohos in all Polish coEmotnltlos • Oio profit® of this 

banking institution woy© to b© eiaploy©d in founding Polish 

costaoyclal enterprises and charitable institutions* The plan 

failed to rmteyialise. It Is interesting to note that In the 

latoy period all largo Polish fraternal organisations es­

tablished yeal ©stat© departments which provided anoytisatlon 

funds foy those who wished to purchase© homes or commercial 

pyopoyty1^* Th& Inoosse fyoxa these Investments was roaponsibl© 

for th© araassed wealth of ties© organisations. Th© earliest 

Polish finaneisl institutions had bo©n th© parochial savings 

^StejoiaSAV GOaDA* Spyawa Polaka w Ajtaoryo© P&bftoonej. 
Chicago* ]3yni@f*!oJ&, 1311* p» M , 
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and loan associations, tho Chicago !Pribim© in 100G roportod 

six exclusively Polish Savings and Loan Asaociatlmis with 

2,200 depositors"*"8. Bs© growth of thoee financial Insti­

tutions oorrospond©d to th© inoroased immigration and boa® 

ownership among th® Poles. In 1904 there were ©Ishty-on© 

Polish—Beheiaian building, loan and homestead associations 
if} 

with a capital of #6,200,000, and a mayorship of 88,000 . 

Hany reasons had h®m advanced for th© failur© of 

the Araerican banking institutions to gain th© confidence of 

th© isrmlgrants. th© primary causes wore th© Innisrants* sus­

picion of those ostabllshaonts and the raany additional fa­

cilities which th© Polish Institutions offered20* This situ­

ation was paytly ovorcotn© by th© establishment of th© Postal 

Savins System In 1911 for th© irar̂ Lgprants had faith In th© 

federal government. 

In 1871, Prim© Adaa Saploha, scion of ono of th® 

moat powerful Polish nobl© families, established a bank In 

Chicago* It was not located In tho Polish settlement and 

did not serve th© iirsjdcyarrts • Hot on© contonporary Polish 

newspaper mentioned this institution and evidently raost of 

**(fala*&o tylbuno* w0ur Polish Citizens", Op. clt*. 
p. 3, ©ol* ®~€* 

^9Paul POX, gibe. Polos In AsieyjoA* How Yoi°k, Doran, 
1982, P* TO* 

^°J©r@aiah W. J1EJK8 and j o t t IAUCK, Xhe IKCII;-ration 
Problem t A Study of Aaoyioan Batair.yation. CoS&tlofcs on&*T""" 
iooda: TRrm'*immK" ' B B T ^ ^ — * - — — -
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th© Chicago Poles were not aware of its axistone©. 

Ihrough tho efforts of John F. Snulski, 'Jhoodoy© 

Krollk and M. Holinski, tho north W©at©rn fruat and aavlncs 

Bank, a state chartayed institution, was opened in th© heart 

of Poionia in 1906* Capitalized at $800,000, It facilitated 

th© ©stabllshraent of xaany new local commercial venture®** * 

In th© first decade of tho twentieth century, thor© wero 

thirty-nin© bakeries, fifty-oight shoe stores, eighteen drug 

stores, five dry goods stores, on© hundred sovonty-flv© 

groceries, three hundred saloons, one plctur© framo factory 

and on© Itssbor yard to serve th© needs of over 150,000 

Poles . Probably th© most unusual Polish business venture 

was the organisation of the Polish Gold Syndicate in 1894. 

Although identity of all stockholders had n^-wor b&oxi revealed 

Father Vincent B&rsynakl, Father J. Grutssa, M. A. ha Buy and 

Doctor M. tlidowios were Its directors, Th© raino was located 

In Shasta, California. She operation had boon clothed in 

secrecy and only scant and Incomplete data had appeared in 

th© Polish pr©ss. Persistant manors indicated that th© 

cl©ygy held controlling Interest« Soon after alnirin oporations 

IH.HI inn, niwnniw in ii i 

^%ayod Polaki , 10th year , issu© of Uov. 130, 1006, 
P* % COl* 5* 

2%ao2;aw KBU03S&A* Ilistorya Polaka ff Ancyvoe« op. c i t * . 
t „ _ _ „„ r IH. in IH in....Jt.r.. l. l,. mtmmnm^mmimmmmmmmmUmi-Mmt-^^ ...fci.i ' »..••• * 

Vol* 3 , p . u8»9d« 

http://ih.hi
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began th© treasurer of tho syndicate rocoivod a three and a 

half pound nugget of pure gold as sample cf tl^ ricJ'ness of 

th© mine and productivity of the cold voln. A short tin© 

later an American ciining firm offered tho stockholders one-

half of a raillion dollars for this property*'*-'» nothing can 

b© doanod from the sources available as to tho final dispo­

sition of tho mine. 

In th© decade preceding tit© First liorld „ar, few 

corporations, wholesale distributing corrpanios and cooper­

atives were started but because of insufficient working 

capital and business acunon, they woro generally unsuccessful. 

Without doubt, tho Eiatorlal gains rsad© by the l-olcs 

In Chicago surpassed th© gains :*ado in ziora esthetic en­

deavors. This was greatly duo to tho over-evaluation of 

wealth on the part of poverty stricPon '.European peasants. 

Determination to secure ©concede wealth moant sacrificing 

other Important attainments and it did not raise the cultural 

or educational level of th© first generation Polos uuch over 

their Imigrant parents. 

Iheir thrift and Industriousness, howov.r, ra/e then 

desirable neighbors. Their ©cononic wdf-suff Icioncy ox-

tondod beyond thoir comainal boundaries thereby greatly con-

tyibutlng to the growth of a groator Chicago. 

WMlim i " • • « • • • » • ' « ' " • .I'm 

^ H l o d ^ j o l a * 4th y e a r , i souo of Dooorfcoy 30 , 1L'94, 
p t 830, c o l * 4* 
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CHAPTFJt VI 

TITE POLISH PRESS 

fo aohlovo solf^sufficlonoy and to provide infor-

smtional and ©duoatlonal isodla for th© ©osiBiunlty, th® Chicago 

Polonla founded Its own press* Prior to this, th© only 

Polish newspapers available in Chicago war© published in Wow 

York City, How York and in Saint Louis, Missouri. 

She development of th© Polish press In Chicago can b© 

divided into throe stagesj th© genesis, period of stabili­

zation and period of ©atpanslon and progress . judging from 

th© short lifo of siost of the ©arly newspapers, It ©an b© as­

sumed that on© woll»edit©d publication would have sufficed* 

At first many illiterate Polas did not appreciate thas® 

journalistic efforts but as they gradually l©sra®d to road, 

thoir interest was stimulated. 

To Justify It* existence and receive proper support 

free* the public, the Polish press had to b© th© media of 

social, political and economic life of the immigrant I ww®** 

serve loyalty to Catholicism! propagandise the reestablish* 

ciont of tho Polish State? and clroulat© aiaong, the immigrants 

tdie customs, pyactices and Ideals of America, instead of 

olyoulators of news, tho early newspapers wore organs of 

%arol H. WACBTEL, Daionrdkarstwo Polakle \i 
Amoryeo, Chicago, Dsionnik MicagosH,' 1&94,' p, 04. 
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fyat®ynal oyganlsation, church ventures, means of advertising 

for Polish businessmen or money tasking schemes. Seldom wcr© 

newspapoys issued as an idealistic vontur© directed at th© 

illssaination of th© masses • Unfortunately some of th© ©arly 

Polish papers oaused itsuch disagreement and Initiated many 

yoliglous and sooial movojaonts of dubious value. "Hi© caliber 

©f toe editors often ropresontod tho lowest @l©raont among th© 

ieaslgyants* A H of those papers had nationalistic and 

national!atio-rellglous leanings • 

Any butcher or saloon keeper became a publisher. Ho 
sends his paper all over tho United States because 
of ©heap zsall charges, disrupts people, foments 
trouble, nay last a few months or years, usually 
until he has succeeded in starting son© trouble. 
Another group of papers ar© edited by priests usually 
to satisfy their ogotisia and promote thoir own 
Interests** 

Ih© selfish interest of th© publishers, th© lack of 

sufficient working capital, absence of trained journalists 

and th© indifference of th© uncultured ciassos made th© ax­

is t@nc® of Polish papers very precarious. Tlie publishers 

found It Issposslbl© to satisfy the political and social idea® 

^William X. THOMAS and Plorlan StfAJTIECKI, She Polish 
Peasant in Europe and America. Chicago, Chicago University 
Wma;im,yol. B* p,116-61*. 

^Honryk SIERKHWflCZ, glama tOotno, Warssawa, 
Cobothnor 1 Wolff, 1906, p. 2WI ' 

^Stefan BAKSZ0ZEW3KX*. Polaoy W .AMoyyco, Wars»wa, 
Mm Avet» 1908* p* m# 
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of tho Austrian* Prussian and !ft»sian Poles. It is difficult 

to undeystand why so raany individuals and organisations 

published papers simultaneously when th© mashey of potential 

readers was small. As ©arly as 1086 there wore four weakly 

Polish papers In Chicago, th© largest of which ©lai»cd a 

circulation of el$*t thousand5* Ihos© in addition to th© 

aany parochial papers distyibutod fyooly anong tho people 

oausod more confusion. 

$fees© newspapers, howovey, were of prim© importance 
in th© oonsnunlty for thoy partly reorganized th© 
degenerated and disorganised social opinion which 
had been tho main factor of unity and control of the 
priaiayy gyoup in th© country1"* 

fhe diversity of opinion expressed by th© publishers, who 

were considered well»inf ©mod by peoplo generally heeding 

their advice, W A S responsible for th© intellectual chaos and 

lack of unanlrclty in political, religious and social issues'7» 

Ihil© primarily cone©yn©d with tho religious status 

of the hwlgysnts* the newspapoys publlshod by th© clergy 

did much to rally support for political candidates approved 

b$r them* Ttmy styossed nationalism atyongly hoping to de­

velop styeng church affiliations and support of parochial 

Institutions, 'Sieiy political direction viae always con­

servative and loaned heavily toward tho Republican Party. 

*$&-\fifo®fiSg&> *°r *>}*** Cltisens11* 58th yoar, 
issue of m»m, i4 # WB% p* *, col* &« 

% 1 1 1 I « X. TJfonaS and Plorian 3!'W1IECKI, Tim Polish 
Peasant .in Europ®. and America* Op* ©It*, p . 62, "" *"* ** 

7 i b i d . , p . 64. 
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The lay publishers In their political analyses 

favored candidates and causes, and femulated political 

policies without regard to truth or any attoiapt to aid th© 

misguided people* Generally this waa sololy a business ar­

rangement with them as they wore rewarded for this service 

by political patronage, nonetary awards or both, this was 

ospeoially true of newly founded publications which appeared 

only for th© duration of political campaigns* Seam of th©s© 

publishers yooeivod eubeidios from th© Russian,, Prussian and 

Austrian Governments to minimise and Ignore tho publication 

of th© true conditions of th© dominated Polish territories . 

In isattors of national and intoynatlonal scop©, It appeared 

that the Polish newspapers In Chicago were attempting to 

formulate poliaios for tho European Poles whil© thoy in turn 

triad to dictate th© editorial poliaios of the Polish press 

ia America by supplying It with trained Jouynallsts* pyoba-

bly the outstanding ©xampl© of this was tho attoiapt of tho 

Polish Hational Alliance through Its organ, th© %goda, to 

foist its own candidate as president of Poland* The oppo­

sition press raised such a furor ever this attoiapt to 

dictate political matters to tho Polos in Europe that tho 

plan failed* Many organisations had boon Involved in such 

%eboyt S* PAHK, *&mIwalgrant Press and its Control, 
How York, Harper, 1082, p.' 4 W . ' "" — • -

m o fs>jt#gyaf Codiyloimy accoptod a #700 subsidy .from 
tho Aiistye^flumbarlah 'Consul,' 
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a 
unorthodox practices". 

3h© Polish Socialist Party locally publishing two 

papoys eontrlbutod to th© political Illumination of tho 

Skilled workers who constituted its naln support, its po­

litical outlook was purely socialistic and Its ©duoatlonal 

and informational naterlal generally consisted of an in-

dootrlnating nature* Its stress on civic education and tho 

value of a vote was genuine but it would havo riad© greater 

inroads a®ong th© Polos had it not been for th© opposition 

of th© eleygy-oontrolled press which constantly r@ferr©d to 

the socialists as anarehlsts of th© most dangerous typ©"*0. 

In tine ther© evolved more respectable Polish publi-

estions which attesspted to correct isany of th© evils caused 

by amateurish attosspts in journalism* Th® situation had bo­

sons so deplorable teat la 1911 an organisation of Polish 

writers and Journalists, th® IfewariBygtw© Litoratow 1 Dgjon-

nikaysy Polakjeh, was founded to bring about a necessary 

yefoyjs. Its alms wore nobl© and successful to a largo de-

gyee* Ethical code was ©stabllsh©d in th© profession; un­

wholesome natter was deletedj nationalism was stressed; and 

haysiful, political and fraternal competition was avoided*1^. 

^Robert u. PARK, Th& Irardgyant Press and Its Control, 
i . «* -m. A WW—lww*wiiwmMiniWW"n*lWH'i'«> W I ' ^ I I » » " » « ^ * * » » I J » * < I » I I U * I « I * . W » * » W * I I I « « I Mmlml„,^,tmmwmi'nmtnmu<miiam.v»^m»mm'M 

LOO* ©it*, p* 104. 
3^»sil Badbsak BCKIKOWSKI, Ws'rod Polonii W Aaorr©©, 

tmm, P# Starssyk* 1895, p . 58* 

^Stania&aw OSAPA, Sprawa PolskA ^ Ameyyoo, Op. o i t . , 
p . 16. 
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Stanislaw Osada, probably the most gifted Polish journalist, 

argued that th© Polish press from Its Inooption bad solely 

and priiaarily th© function of n©wa dissemination and roust 

retain that identity in order to aeeonpllsh Its airss. Thus 

it would appeal successfully to th© great majority of Polish 

readers ospeoially thos© of American birth. Sine© that tine 

Batch had boon accosapllshod In improving th® tone and quality 

of the Polish press3"S* 

Although th© pyoas had boon responsible for ranch of 

the political and Intellectual progress of tho Polonia, it 

WAS guilty of yotayding th© process of American!nation of th© 

immigrants. She contents of the Farod Polskl, Gasseta Kato-

llcka and tho Zgoda woy© of pro-nationalistic nature. 'iSioy 

styossed perpetuation of Polish oultur© and oustons, accented 

oontinuod toaohing of Polish languag© to tho children, and 

warned Against ssayyylng Into other nationalistic groups. 

Conscious of th© ©noroacteont of assimilation of th© younger 

element, th© press attempted to circumvent it . it took 

upon itself tho function of providing store direct contact 

between the Polos in Burop© and In Amayica* by glorification 

•^tanisIAw OSADA, Praia I Publlstyka Poiska W 
Aaaoyvce. Pittsburgh, Plttsburganin "Proas, 1956, p. 5. 

15ll9nyyk GIElEIEirccz, yimm Ulotne, .Op* oit*, p* 31. 
On his visit to Aisortloa"," 'thi'a" World renowned author 

©%soyvod that ho had not awt one Polo imrriod to an Irish or 
foyssan wowui whoso children spoke Polish, ttils was a definite 
sign of progress of assimilation* 
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of Polish histoyy and by acceloratlon of tho struggle for th© 

yesatablishment of tho Polish state* Th© Polish pyess was 

detoy®in©d to provide prop©r leadership for the utilisation 

of onsygy which th© im&gyants possessed and divert it frees 

14 
tho channels of asslisilation * All attempts in this dl» 

reotlon failed* 'Bm younger ©laaent was quickly b© cowing an 

integyal part of American society, participating in aaclonal 

sports, social activities and political d©velopnt©nt • She 

American born Poles refused to be indentured bo old traditions 

which stigjsatlsod them as a foreign ©lament and Inpe*ded tholr 

sooial and oeonoraic activities. Progress through assimilation 

was uppermost in the Binds of th© young Polos* 

She Polish press of the ©arly period caused Irrepa­

rable damage to th© moral© and unity asaong th© roany factions 

of the local colony* As th© pr@ss had no special issues to 

ehsffipioa, it created f©w* Differentiating between th© Polos 

on the basis of religious and political affiliation, its 

partiality had sown the seeds of disunity and fraternal 

strife among them* It became lnvolv©d in many petty local 

political, religious and ©concede issues to th© dishonor of 

tho Polos and the ridicule of the Americans, All those 

selfish attitudes had to be ©rased If th© press was to 

î KosiuAld FXAT10WSKX, Paglatnik Wn&afionla, I 
Q&slonleoia Fomnlkow y*dou*«a ôsoiustklr"'lJI'Kagimi©yls5a Pulas-
kMo* aftsAtpA" M^dmT^^^^Trrp": SET — — — 
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achieve its goal - education of the immigrants. Instead of 

trying to prevent assimilation, it should have guided tho 

movement, thereby rendering valuable sorvio© to th© couffiiunity 

15 
and to th© people themselves * 

Since most of these publications war© of national­

istic-religious nature, it was impossible to separata thorn 

into distinct categories. Since, too, these papers war© 

circulated among on© racial and religious group and sup­

ported by th© church, fraternal organizations and business 

interests closely identified with th© oomjaunlty, their tone 

16 

and quality did not differ much * fhor© wore few ex­

ceptions. The Polish Independent Catholic Church issued a 

papey th© raain objective of which was tho religious disorgan­

isation of the Poles through attacks on th© Irish hierarchy 

and advocation of emancipation from Italian popes* Th© 

Socialist party published two papers ained at training 

Socialist leaders among th© Polos and agitation for th© inde-

pendenoe of Poland* Tho official organs of the two largest 

Polish organisations, th© Polish Hational Allianoo and Polish 

Roman Catholio Union, preached nationalise and loyalty to tho 

— * » — — ii I. i mmm•mmim n mm 

^Stanls law ©SAM, ffpysam Polska v Asaeryoo, Op. o l t . . 
p* 110* 

-^Jeremiah VJ. JSKE3 and J s t t LATTCK, The Imp; Igratlon 
gyobleat A Study in teorloan .^aanlgyatloiu Ooj^tXons^uiT"^" 
lloli3a7"T1®^ 
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Catholic Church while recruiting members, ©io only ex* 

elusively patriotic publication was th© Free.. Poland, isouod 

in the English languag©, whoso sol© purpose was tho stimu­

lation of American public opinion in favor of Polish Inde­

pendence* 

Th© first Chicago Polish woekly was th© Plelgrgym 

later yenastod dassota Kat©licks. Its first ls.au© apoearod on 
• MMW» nfm*mmmm'*t* WimliU M M W W B B . W M i H ^ 

March 29, 1872# under editorship of Jan Barsynskl, brother of 

the pastor of Saint Stanislaus Church, Father Vincent Bar* 

synski, who In all probability financed this venture, ine 

paper was completely Catholic in ton© and nationalistic in 

appeal. Aftor a few months it was discontinued because of 

th© high cost of publication and the small menbor of sub­

scribers* She following year W2&dyslaw Dyniewlcs on© of th© 

original settlers in Chisago founded th© Gajieta Polaka* Lik© 

th© first Polish newspaper, it also was pro-Catholic and 

nationalistic in scop© but failed to sfcinulate sufficient 

interest to Insure ooatlauod publication* It was discontinued 

a few months later* Ilia second attempt in journalism oe-

euyred In 1885 whon another woekly Tygodnik Haukowo-Powiesoto-

wy devoted to th© presentation of bettoy literature appeared 

for A few months* Such a periodical could only attract th© 

soy© educated Minority anon;'; th© Polonia. 

floe Prfayiaoiel. X»pdua a literary cjonthy edited by 

1* Wondsinskl and «T« Hudnicki, appeared In 1076. Shortly 

http://ls.au�
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thereafter It was ©hanged into a woekly and continued with 

some measuye of success for th© next ©l&ht years. The 

editors believing that th© overgrowing number of publi­

cations In th© eity would curtail their circulation docldod 

to publish their paper In Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Th® quality 

and ton© was too advanced for th© ̂ llwauko© Polos and th© 

paper went out of ©xistonc© in 1884 « 

ft© Siiulski family who had pioneered In Tmnj social 

and economic activities in th© local settlement also entered 

the publishing business. A weekly devoted exclusively to 

eoonomlc matters was founded and edited by W. Snulskl in 

1874, Ih© average iisalgrant showed little interest in th© 

financial sattsrs of th© country and In thro© raonths th© 

Ziasdanin was abandoned. His second atterspt care in 1385 

with th© publication of Qaseta Katolloka which was followed 

by KUyyer OMoagoaki two yoars later* Each lasted only a few 

Is? 
months • 

The newspapers published by tho f r a t e r n a l federa t ions 

war© more successful inasriuch a® a l l neiabors had to subs crib© 

to tho o f f i c i a l p u b l i c a t i o n . This obviously assured i t s 

largo c i r c u l a t i o n and permanency. The f i r s t of thoso was the 

Zgoda* I t had boon published as a p r i va t e venture by 

1718waXm MftttOZKA, I&atpyya i'olgka l¥ A&oyyco, Ldlwaukoe. 
luyyer Polsk i , 1905, Vol. 4V p'. 113*1X7; — ' * — ' 

MStofan mmzmmwi, Pplacy, W Anteryoo. qp# ait*. 
p . 61* 
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Z. Brodowski in New Yoyk and Milwaukee before it was trans-

forred to Chicago In 1S84* Tho Polish national Allianoo had 

provided th© necessary financial backing for its establish­

ment here and adopted It as its official organ* It carried 

tho usual informational material but was used priiaarily as a 

propaganda vehiol© by th® organisation and as a means of re­

cruiting members. It initiated wmy important nationalistic, 

sooial, ©duoatlonal and political programs not only locally 

but throughout tho United tttates* For soa© time it was th© 

only Polish languag© newspaper enjoying national circulation. 

In tiiae tho control of th© paper passed completely into th© 

hands of th© organization, its narae was changed to Psionnik 

Zwiaskowy and publioation ha© continued uninterrupted to tho 

present date* It has don© much to crystalis© th© political 

10 
opinion of th© Polos and to further tholr education * 

Perhaps tho boat example of a purely business venture 

into journalism was th© woekly Gaaota ChloagoskA founded in 

1885 by 3m Elupp and edited by th© fomor editors of th© 

Zgoda, M* I. SadowskI and Z, 3rodowski. "En© paper informational 

ia tone, was speoifisally d©vot©d to exploitation of the real 

estate opeyations and colonisation schemes* Although advo­

cating econaaio progyess and social improvement in his paper, 

tho publisher cwnod JOE® of th© wors© slum housing units for 

'•iiiiaii ni.il ' "ii 

^E&rol P1ATKIBHICE, Pagif tnik ..JUbllouegu Znjaaku 
SAyodowogo* Chloago, Sgoda, 13$}* p . 83* -*—— 
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which ho collected exorbitant rents* Many immigrants had 

been fleooed of tholy life's savings by th© ©lovoyly worded 
so advertisements in this papey and In others of this typo** • 

^N* Jl&gflo, a publication devoted to lovers of auslc 

and singing, was ostabllshod in 1886 by Anthony Mallok* th© 

renowned organist of Holy Irlnity Church* Although it was 

continued for sovent®©n years, th® publisher suffered a 

personal loss* Ho had hopod to porpotuat© Polish music In 

America. However, his advanced age and reduced capital had 

foroed suspension of this idealistic venture in 190®. It was 

indeed A greet loss to tho music loveys among all Chicago 
« -, 2ly Polea • 

A local physician, I* P. Kossakowskl, well acquainted 

with the supeystltlons and Ignorance of th© Polos In ia&di©al 

matters pioneered with th© first publication devoted ex­

clusively to personal hygiene and medical inforssation. The 

Lekarg Domowy appeared in 1866* Although a nood for such a 

publication was quit© evident, it was abandoned a few nonths 

latey aftay falling to rooolvo pvop&r backing from the nany 

Polish organizations. 

Displeased with th© journalistic efforts of others, 

S* alias began publishing a weakly th© [lropidlo in 1887. As 

i| I I I I H I I I I I . H U mill in n. i«n»ii|i«'ii«|i,ii 

*9F. H* SfEAB, w0lvlc Life in Chicago11, In Eovlew 
of ftevtowa* i ssue of JUly-Docesiber, 1893, Vol* 8, p T W T " 

-̂WAfit&w KOTZKA, Hlstorya Polaka W Ameryc®, Loo, c i t 
Tol* 5 , p . 1 7 . "" •«*-——« *—> « _ _ _ 
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Its title indicated it was a punitive reform shoot. It 

disagreed with any and all ideals ©spoused by the ©they 

Polish papers. The vitriolic controversies developing be­

tween th© Kyppidlb, th© Zgoda and th© wiayus almost resulted 

In eivll litigation. Although th© paper's new attltud© 

interested the people at first, Its biased presentation of 

infoyaation and its lack of truth resulted In decreased 

circulation forelng its untimely demia©. 

The Wiara I Ojosysna a private weokly established in 

1807 was adopted as the official organ of the Polish Roman 

Catholic Union* Twelve years later It was renamed Harod 

Polski. Eventually it became a dally under th© nam© Dziennik 

ZJednocgenia. Like the Zgoda* it reached All members of th© 
go 

organization . Pro-Oathollc and very nationalistio In 

outlook, it has remined to the present day a valuable edu* 

oational media for tho Polish element* It defended all 

Polish issues and aided in tho struggle for yeoognltion and 

elevation of Polish eleygy to episcopal sees* In the 

question of Polish Independence, it vied with tho organ of 

the Polish National Alllano© to arouso tho Polos to aotlon * 

^Zygimmt STSPA90VI0Z, gjfcota Kalega Pami&tkowa* 1673-
1325. Chicago, Daieimik Chlcagoski, 1923, p. S3. """" 

Also soot Leonard H* LOHGl, Oonesa I HoswoJ Zfiyo-
imdsoniA Kslesy amrtwywstaneow, Chicago,1 Dsiehnilc zftedno-

Aathony TmQZm* JtejUw la Ameyloa* Chicago, Polish 
Say Association, 1683*. p* 2m+ ' ' ' ' 
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"**• (Haes Wolny, 1B89-1890, oylginally was published 

in Buffalo* Hew Yoyk, by P* Zawloas* When the publication 

moved to Chicago it i*ooolvod financial aid for a short while 

fyem the Polish Roman Catholic Union* The editorial policy 

of the news paper ©hanged from a conservative to radical, be­

came unpopular with th*» poop I© and soon was forced out of 

business* The physical assets wore purchased by a number of 

Polish businessman frow th© south aide of Chisago who had 
• 

inaugurated the weekly Howe Zycle undey the editorship of 

H. KagiOl and s* Osada. Because of tho paper*© socialistic 

attitude, its circulation was too snail to warrant continued 
24 publication more than a row months * 

In 1890, a group of influential Polos organised th© 

Spolka Wydawniotwa Polsklogo with Father Vincent Baysynski 

as th© guiding spirit* A weekly Polaey W Chicago, edited by 

S« Sswajkayt and H* Nagiel was founded* In a few months it 

was renamed Dglennlk Chioagoskl and in time it became the 

the best known Polish daily In America* Controlled by the 

Resurrection Congregation, its success was assured from th© 

beginning* Its fiyst issue ©nuBteyated its official policies. 

It pyomisod to b© non-paytlsan in politics* It defended Its 

support of the democratic party at th© ooment beeauao the 

paper beliovod this party could do mor© for th© Polos and 

%nmMmmmWmWmmmmWmm1mm*m*mXmmm**mm*m-

&%ae2raw KRUSZIA, tHetoyym Polaka Ti AMorvc©. 
OP* clt** ¥©!# 5, p , 57# 
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Poland* It pyomis©d to fuythay Polish Immigration, respect 

foy th© law of tho United States and help to cr©at© strong 

Polish aotioia* It would advanc© ©duoatlonal progress, take 

aotive part In all political issues and dofond Catholicism26. 

The aofoma on© of th© yli©«t radical papers began 

as the payochlal publication of saint Adalb©yt»a Church 

edited by A* Chrostowskl* From its inception It fomented 

discord* openly supporting the Independent Polish Churoh, 

it cyoatod trouble. Ita advocacy of religious and political 

anarchism pyovontod its distribution by wail* Faced with 

r/»unting opposition, it was rescued from bankruptcy by thyee 

influential noiabera of th© Polish Hational Alllano© who then 

engaged H« Sag!el as ita ©dltor* Tkmj Intended to make this 

paper th© official organ of tholr powerful federation* A 

change in th© adralnietyatlon of th© Polish national Alliance 

prevented realisation of this plan* palling to gain support 

of the organisation, th© paper was dlsoontinuod in 1C92, two 

years aftor it began* Later the mm® group published the Lud 

as the organ of th© Indopondont Polish Catholic Church under 

tho editorship of C* P. Blba* fflaen th© noyexient of tho 

Indopondont Churoh subsided a few years later, th© papar wont 

out of existence2^* 

^%aolaw K8USSKA, Hlstorya. Polaka tf Aiaeyyoe, Op. cit* 
Vol. 5, p. ©1. 

2 % a u l KUZJCDC, Polish national Catholic Church in 
Aaaorioa* Plttsbuygh, flBlf^Hnlliig^Go1;, B&*V' p." l-'ST* 
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Poundod in 180B* the daily Telogyaf financed by a 

group of Polish commercial Interests enjoyed wid© elreu-

lation for a few years* H. Haglol and J. Hybakowskl sorvad 

as its editors* Later It was acquired by a Poliah printer, 

J. Pettkowski, and continued as a weekly for sow© time. 

Tho depression of 1893 pyoaontod saany opportunatlas 

for now ventures In journalism. On© most notable was th© 

Oaseta Holniosa foundod In January, 1894, by s* gawioss. It 

was intended pyimarlly for circulation aitong Poliah farmers 

in Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin and Michigan. It embraced 

the Ooxey program of social and economic refom and was re­

sponsible for tho organisation of tho local Polish unit of 

Coxey's Array. Its socialistic doctrines and opportunistic 

political outlook found little support in the urban ooranunl-

ty and it was discontinued four Months latar *« 

Another attempt in journalism was tho Psionnlk 

Polski> 189S~1896* She Insane from advertisements carried 

by this papey was th© only reason for its publication* Hi© 

editor was perhaps th© b©st eduoated man to over Attempt 

publication of a local 'ollsh paper* Pducatod In %ir©p©, 

Dootor I* Maehnikowskl had boon invited to Chicago in 1008 

by PAthey Vincent najpsynskl to »©rv© an th© faculty of tho 

Saint Stanislaus Collego. Will© at the JSollef&un Ronaniai 

whey® ho spooiAllsod In Hebrew classless, he had boon awarded 

Ĵ tfaeSaw WTO32XA, UistoyyA Polslca W Anoyyco, ot»„ clt* 
Vol* 5, p, 70-71. — * . _ .--*u~*-~*__ 
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a spoolal oltatlon by Pope Plus XX for his soholarship* Tho 

paper did not enjoy a long existence and its editoy turaod 

to th© study of medicine* Later ho taught at tha Polish 

SeKiinary at Orchard Lake, Michigan. 

Tho first attempt at publication of a periodical de­

voted to youth was tho Prsyjaolol .iSfodgiogy* 1898-1097. It 

was pro-Catholic and strove to proaent natoyial which would 

be of intoyost to th© youngoy element* Its nationalistic 

policies Alienated many young people who preferred to rely 

upon the American papoys for news, information and entor-

talnaentse. 

Tho Polish Gold Syndicat© tntyodueod tho pgjaanjk 

Harodcwy in 1899 as a general Informational dally. It was, 

however, pyfcaarily lntor©st©d in promoting real estate 

operations of tho Syndicate in California and aftor two 

years of stiff opposition presented by the two powerful 

organs of tho national fedorations, th© Dsionaik collapsed* 

Two humor periodicals appeared in 1900, a woekly 

Komar edited by 8* Zabajkiewloz; and tho Kuyyoy SwiAjiteoigor* 

A ssojjthly published by H* K* ZXbtnlelcl* Both failed in a 

few isonths booaus© ©f mutual competition and lack of intoyeot 

Among th© people. Bio latter was reorganised in 1905 as 

Dawon Hiedsielny a weakly but it lasted only two year®, 

® H ^ I * KB93SQ3A, Hlafrorya Pplsfa U Ag^gvoo. 
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The Maejey* Polaka a monthly organ of a group of th© 

aajno nans was organised by Father Francis Gordon in 1003 to 

earry news of the activities of th© feneration and also to 

feature general pro-Catholic material. Its circulation in­

creased with tho membership and continues to b© published to 
20 

tho present day « 

Another organisational organ th© QKOB t'olek* official 

Spokesraan for the Polish Wosmn's Alliance of America, lias boon 

a weekly publication sine© 1900* It has boon pro*Cathollo, 

nationalistic and devoted to th© education of the Polish 

women* its circulation lias reached over 50,000 sine© all 

yeoolv© a oopy as part of tholr ROftbeyshlp* It lias zaade a 

worthy contribution to th© Polish press In America and **ag 

sided In th© illumination of ita m©rab©rs. Together with th© 

othor isipoytant fyatornai organs, it has participated in all 

vital Polish issues and had rallied its mosabera In support 
30 

of tee Polish Independence saovoiaent * 

In the first doead© of th© twentieth century, th® 

Polish Socialist Party began publication of th© ualennik 

Ludowy. The paper was subsidized by tho American Socialist 

Party, the urathor organisation* Th@ Socialist pros® 

Aufferod fyom th© attacks of th© clergy and th® opposition 

**ma&m KRU3ZKA, aistoyya Polska w Amoryca, up. sit*. 
•w^l tr „. rtri^fa>2 * * • " > • «•»«"»" mini' annum m HIII.UU in.tf...i.1 m-.* imi4i»a mmv- * 

YOl. 5 , P# 7v"«©3« 
'jadwiga Kimmmoz, Historia Zwjaj&u. Poiek \; 

Amoyyoo* Chicago, ZjedhoosenlevX^B^" P* JfeWS6".'J',: J" """ 

http://hiii.uu


POLISH PHKSS 185 

of tho mor© consoyvatlv© papers. Officially th© main Issue 

was the Indopendono® of Poland but Its r©al purpose was the 

furtherance of th® Socialist doctrines among th© Pol©s in 

Ghioag©^*. 

®l® Fyee Poland* a bi«*weekly publlcation, was as-

tablishod by the Polish Rational Council in 1914 for the 

eaqarosa purpos© of creating propaganda and fornulating tho 

American public ©pinion In favor of Polish Independence* It 

was published in English under th© editorship of P. 5P. 

Medwocki and intended for circulation among Asaorlcans and th© 

younger Polish ©lament. It was ©xtreraoly succ©ssful In 

yeaehing it* objective. Whan this WAS accomplished,, publi­

cation was suspended* 

The African pros© controlled generally by vested 

interests foayod th© rising Influone© of th© Polish proas. 

Enable to dictate its editorial policies, it could not pro-

vent th© iiaiaigrant pros® from releasing Inforsaatlon iniml-

oal to AsssKtoan trusts and saonoplles. Many local political 

Issues v®r& totally dependent upon tho attitude of tho 

Polish press* Through It, tho Polos constituted a decisive 

Independent element difficult to control during a caja-

palgnr * During th© period prior to th© U'irat iVoyld l.ar, 

$h$mll Badbank DZWIKOWSKI, Warod Polonil W Amoyyoo, 
Pp., ©It*, p* 58* 

^StanisSEaw OSADA, Spyawa Folska iv Ancryco. Oo* ©it . . 
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the Polish press dovot©d much of its energy to tho struggle 

for th© autonoraous ©xist©nc© of thoir native land. Follow­

ing the war, th© emphasis was on th© rehabilitation of 

Poland* Th© soyvic© of th© Poliah press in th© education and 

political orientation of th® poopl© cannot b© over estimated. 

Booause of the assimilation and restrictions of iramigration 

th© Polish pyoss In the later period could not coeipot© with 

the American press for th© attention of th© readers. It 

failed to achieve competitive standards with tho An©rIcan 

press duo to th© poor quality of its ©ditoro, its lack of 

capital, th© Africanization of the youth, opportunists of 

tho publishers and th© confusion it spread during tho oarly 

period*5**• Tho Polish press had, however, halpod to educate 

th© haraigr&nt serving as a source of his political orien­

tation, acquainting hisj with th© customs and traditions of 

his now environment and was vitally Instrumental In ooordl-

AAting aad diroctlng his energies into an organised program 

for social and eoononio pyogyess* 

ssKarol WACHTEL, P.olonJa VI Amrvc© D«ic|© 1 Dorobok, 
Phllad©lp'4iA, r-oUfiH MlrT^Stitri^^ 
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BMERfttTKCK OF TJ1H POLXnR-A«i lRIC7i!I XOCTT'Tt 

Th© Polish immigrants in contrast to other iJHBl$yant 

groups had boen able to retain to a hlrh do<;,ro© their ©alturo 

PAttorns within th© now environment* Catholicism had boon 

the most powerful fore© of unification among thost* Th© ex­

panding American Industry and th© availability of cheap farm 

land began to stjjsulat© aa&inilation. 

©loir ability to earn a atoady income strongly influ-

enoed thoir decision to remain in this country permanently* 

Much had'been writton about th© emigration of th© Europeans 

from America as soon as th@y iror© able to accumulate a modest 

sum of mon©y*« This had not h©en tho situation asonc th© 

Poles in Chicago. At no tiiae did tho number eslj^ysting roaob 

ovoy thirty per oont and Um average for th© first half 
« * 

century studied does not exceed fifteen psr centv* Thar© 

were Eiany reasons for this. i-'¥om th© ©arilest period tho 

1 Joseph 3. RQUGiiK and Francis J* SROWW, Our Racial 
and national Hlnoritio.fl, Jle«r York, Prontioo UallTTj^TT 
p. "£S7* 

The Polish la t iona l Alliance Issued a spoolal Infor­
mational taonogyaph for those returning to Poland to orientate 
thorn with tho chanf;t® that had taken place there . 

^pyank «T« WABNS, "Assimilation and Ctovsynnontal Rogu*» 
la t ion" , in Annals of Acadorjy of Pol i t ica l onu Social .sclonco, 
issue of ^ t o u S i y T l ^ I i r f o l ^ _ ™ w 
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immigrants had shown a stronger tendency toward urbanisation 

than th© native population. As this Immigration increased, 

this tendency appaared mor© p^onouncad aaoj\j the illiterate 

than among those who possessed rudimentary education. This 

was In some respects disadvantageous to th© immigrants who 

lived in crowded slum areas yet to a degree it was beneficial 

to the rapidly expanding American Industrialisation* It can 

be safely stated that th© phenomenal growth of Indu©tries 

and transportation systems was achieved primarily with Imml-

grant labor. Th© social problems created by the rapid in­

crease among th© immigrants necessitated cr©ation of many 

governmental and private agencies to aid and protect them 

and to safeguard for all tho American standard of living. 

Selutlon of these problems however was not resolved until 

4 
the beginning of the twentieth century * Th© decision of th© 

immigrants favoring permanency of residence in America was 

due to th© indirect method of assimilation. Forces of th© 

physical and social contacts and Intermarriage with native 

or other immigrant groups aided the trend toward American­

ization. Other Important assimilative tondoncios were: 

Practical Identity of tho social environment tor 
all...Absence of class environment...Absence of aw© 
and reverence for any person or ©lass...Diffusion 
of consciousness of kind...Individual or unorganized 
character of the elononts to be assimilated... 

4II. P. FAIRCHILD, "Distribution of Imlftrants", in 
Yale Review, issue of November, 1907, p. 236-310* 



i'QLim~&mhmh$i aogufic xm 

tho slight Impulse for tho custom of imitation and 
th© prevalence and ©as© of mod© imitation0* 

Tli© influence of th© immigrant churches toward 

segregation, pr©man©ney of residence, natural!action and 

Interest in public affairs cannot he minimised. Oonorally 

thoy retarded assimilation sine© the;; encouraged th© Polos 

to remain in th© community ard support thoir own church and 

th© parochial activities• Thus the "/all of segregation iso­

lated thorn from tho lan^ua^c, traditions a.-d Kehavior 

patterns of th© natives. There waj raich prejudice on th© 

part of th© native population toward the Immigrants . Tholr 

ignorance resulting from thoir lack of education and peasant 

origin mad© new adjustments difficult as thsy had noithur th© 

Inclination nor th© dosiro. a.© influence of th© immigrant 

churches and organizations in emphasising nationalistic tra­

ditions, racial distinctions and th© preference of th© Polish 

language added to this isolationism. Ho matter how hard th© 

immigrants triad to evade th® forces of assimilation, iltoy 

wore px^a&nt at every stop. Tholr employment in American 

industries foyeed them into contact and associations with 

5S. Ji* SIMONS, "Social Assimilation of th© Immi­
grants", in American Journal of Sociology* issue of Ho-
v©mb©r, 1901,"Vol. 7, pTTOTSOTE 

e Jeremiah IV. Ji;irFJ3 ana Jott LAttCI,", fix® Inmygatlon 
Problem; A Study of American Immigration, GonBIMuiisajH 
Wft'ds* tfeV ?oA*" Wtnk and1 W a g g g ^ 
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native workers whose oultur© patterns wore different from 

thoir own* Th© employment of immigrant women as domestic 

servants brought them diroctly in contact with th© family 

lifo of the Americans, Th® mastering of th© islnglish language 

was probably of most value sine© through it tho immigrant was 

able to get acquainted with the American press and was slowly 

initiated into tho American way of life'. Th© laiowledg© of 

th© native languag© mad© available additional avenues ©f am-

ployaent thereby increasing th© Immigrant's income. 

Th© Polish peasant .in America unabl® to think for 

himself had continued to live according to tradition patterns 

established for him by th© oultuyed class of his native 

countyy. Th© end of th© unrestricted immigration created a 

Polish-American Society i/ith its stratifications. 

Tho fundamental process which had boon going on 
during this p®rlod Is th© formation of a now Polish* 
American Society out of those fragments separated 
from Polish society and embedded in American society. 
This Polish-American Society a® a whole is indeed 
slowly evolving from Polonism to Americanism as Is 
shown by the fact that its members, particularly 
those of th© second generation, ar© continually ac­
quiring mor© American attitudes and being mor© influ­
enced by American civilisation*.*It is this Polish-
American Society, that constitutes a social milieu 
into which th© Immigrant Who comes from Poland becomes 
Incorporated and to whoa© standards and institutions 
ho must adapt himself...Such an ©volution has evi­
dently boen socially unavoidable* Th© Immigrants must 

7JeyemiAh W. JJ2HE3 and jott IAU0E, The Imnigyatlon 
problem* Op* elt», P# 36$-5S4* 
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of necessity change thoir ideals, customs to conform 
to tho now society in which they found themselves0. 

Acquaintance of the "relish language did not cauoo 

the Poles to reject thoir r:uslo, art, cue tons, languag© and 

traditions. There actually had been de^roos of assimilation 

among thorn, K&ch on© of these groups had Its place and its 

share in tho Americanization of tho foreign born* 

Without tho first .roup th^ organisations and the 
institutions ©stabilshed bj- th© ©arly tealgrants 
would go to piooos boforo thoir period of Influence 
is past* The second proves that tho assimilation is 
possible but not always desirable. Th© third group 
emphasises th© cultural contributions which our immi­
grants can make to America. Phe fourth suggests tliat 
these people through their ability can accomplish 
whon tlieir handicap© are removed, Tho last group 
shows that th® process of assimilation can b© worked 
out if those capable of leadership could bo glv&n tho 
opportunity to prepare themselves for thoir re­
sponsibility9 • 

Inasmuch as the immigrants had com© from a Claris 

society environment, this tradition remained with them In 

moderation in America, Wealth and ©duoatlonal superiority 

war© preroqulsitas to th© upper strata in tho Polish-American 

Society. Hot unlike in ITuropc, the cultured minority Ignored 

and ridiculed those of peasant origin except when such as­

sociations wer© profitable. They controlled most of th© 

mmmmmmmimmmm*m>mmm9.mmv • mwwuii 

G i l l i a n I* TTIQI.IAC and Flor ian Zll\VTlG~il, Tho Pol ish 
FeasAnt i n gurope and Am®yiaa,» Chicago, Chicago un ive r s i t y , 
Vol. 5, p. ix-x. 

9T» SLR3ZYII3KX, "Second Generation of Iiiriî rants In 
tho Assimilative Progress**, in Annals of Academy of Political 
and Social Science, issue of January* l£6l, VolV^Tl^rTSIT" 
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housing facilities and commercial ent©rprls©s and often 

through exorbitant rents and excessive prices for theiy 

commodities exploited the less fortunate memboys of the 

Community, The clergy who as a gyoup possessed th© highest 

education had little social eontaot with th© uncultured 

parishioners* Their association was generally limited to 

those who had reached higher ©duoatlonal or economic level. 

The small professional class of Polos ©coupled th® pinnacle 

oaf honor and prestige among tho isaalgyants. This gyoup too 

with few exceptions used th© immigrants for selfish gains 

rather than indoctrinate th© masses with some culture and 

orientate them with their now responsibilities* Th© tra­

ditional rospeet of tho Polos for education was gyeatly re­

sponsible for tho sooial stratification among them* 

The iBSBigranta fyom Austrian and Prussian Poland had 

acquired some degyeo of primary ©ducatlon and had ©sperlonoed 

many progressive measures such as labor organ!satIons and 

agrarian cooperatives. Tho individuals from Russian Poland 

had no such opportunity as the government restricted any type 

of intellectual and sooial activity fearing precipitation ©£ 

another revolutionary movement* This group had th© greatest 

difficulty adjusting Itself to th© now conditions. Although 

©epAble of long hours of bwd woyk, they wore not qualified 

£©y any but the most menial tasks. Many American employers 
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having com© In eontaot only with this gyoup woro roluotant 

to employ Polos at tasks which required alertness and ingo-

nulty. Inasmuch as the American organised labor movement 

did not include semi-skilled and common labor within its 

yanks, most Polos in th© local colony evidenced little 

inteyest in any progyam of labor reform* m e highly skilled 

Polish printers, machinists, iron workers and othor 

tradesmen were quick in appreciating tho attempt at union­

isation of any occupation and responded by enrolling within 

its ranks* In the clothing Industry the Chloago Polish 

workers wore in preponderance and aided greatly in tho formu­

lation of tho Ajsalgamatod Clothing Workers TnioW**0* Timid 

and unabl© to converse in the language of th© country, thoy 

seldom assumed leadership in tho unions thoy had helped to 

found. Similar situations had prevailed In th© lumber, iron, 
11 

tanning, and meatpacking industries • This lack of properly 

trained Pol@s in th© field of labor relations had a deplorable 

offset on th© whole union movement sins© unscrupulous ©lomont 

not ovon connected with th© industry often gai»©d control of 

the union by fores, Tho union movement In th© united States 

had been a disgyaoeful chapter in th© history of sooial 

3%ef>oyt. of tho immigration Ckmtisslon* Senate Docu­
ment 747, wit" Congress, Srd Session, Washington, united 
State* Printing Of floe, 1911, ¥ol* 12, p. 271* 

a%bjd#* F* 19• 
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progress of th© nation. 

The Polish Socialist Party did much to arous© th© 

workers of the necessity of joining all labor organisations. 

It also helped to introduce modem concepts of unionism Into 

many local labor organisations* In 1913, It established and 

maintained a labor school in th© city and a eorrospondonco 

school In political and social sci©no© to acquaint th© Polish 

workers outside of Chisago with th© contemporary labor and 

political situation* Thos© attempts w©r© constantly attacked 

by tho Polish press and clergy who did little to give any 

sooial education to their people* Over two hundred thousand 

books And monograms wore distributed by th© Socialist Party 

among th© Polish workers in an attempt to gain tholr attention 

and Interest in th© laboy movement* Although th© Poles w©r© 

eager to accept any aid to Improve thoir working conditions, 

thoy were reluotant to follow th© political precepts of th© 

Socialists* Tho Socialist organ, Dslennlk garodowys accused 

the Polish national Alliance organ, Psionnik Zwljitzkowy, of 

spreading falsehoods and defending tho policies of political 

and sooial autocrats like the Caar of Russia12. 

In time othey Polish publications began to ©noouyag© 

the immigrants to join unions and assume leadership, it was 

an established fact that although in some industries th® 

^Polish Allianoo Socialist Party, The Polish Social-
1st and th© Struggle for Independence of Poland, Chicago1 
'Socialist Ib^f&ak, imt'p.~$8Z&T — ' 
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Polish workoys constituted as high as sovonty per cent of 

the employees, th© direction of their union was In hands of 

other nationalistic gyoups1** Much of tho blarae for this 

condition had to b© accepted by tho Polish press which was 

late In advocating such measures* Th© Polish pros© gener­

ally dominated by tho ©lorgy had boon too consorvativ© in Its 

outlook and had failed to aid th© immigrants through labor 

reform* Soonomlc justice was late In r©achlng th© Polish 

immigrant In Chicago, 

Much accusation had boon directed against th© Poles 

and othor immigrants for low morality and tendencies toward 

criminal behavior* The public opinion aided by th© American 

press pyosented a biased picture of tho situation blaming tho 

immigrant class foy tho groat increase in crime locally* 

Bveyy oyim© comralted was attributed to th© newcomers although 

they woy© innocent of th© greater percentage of th© in-

fraction of the laws* While It was obviously true that th© 

mores of tho Immigrants differed from thos© of th© natives, 

theye was nothing criminal In their makeup* In th© natter of 

deportation of undesirable aliens for orimlnal acts, th© 

Polish immigrant occupied an Insignificant position in eora-

parison with the more assimilated gyoup* who enacted and 

^Stanls&ur OSAKA, Sprawa Polska w Ameryc© Po£nocn©Jt, 
Chioago, Byniewries*. 1©3J, p* 168-172* 
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enforced the American legal and judicial cod©-^. In th© 

yeport compiled by th© Chicago Council Committoo on Crime 

in Haroh of 1915, a concensus was reached* 

Th© popular b©ll©f that immigration Is a causa of 
oyim© is largely due to a comfortable tboory that 
wo are supeyioy to th© people of Buropo, and to a 
desir© to shift th© responsibility for our short­
comings unto other poopl©, !Eh© immigrant who forms 
46,7 ,j of th© city's population furnishes only 
35*3 % of th© ®ry©st®is. 

!Baos© statistics are ©von loss accurate whon th© number of 

those ayyestod undor fals® pretenses Is subtracted from th© 

total. It was a common practice for th© Chicago polio©, 

mostly of Irish and Gorman ©lemont, to falsely arrest th© 

immigyants in order to rotaln th© bail bond posted In order 

to guarantee thoir appearance at th© trial* Obviously th© 

trial was nov©y hold and th© money n©v©r returned* !*ost 

frequently th© immigrants weye charged with public drunken­

ness and if they ©von verbally resisted such Injustice th®y 

were chayged with an attempt to assault th© officer of th© 

law* Th© local courts ignored th© complaints ©f th© Imrai-

gyants* Elected and controlled by political bosses, th© 

judges genoyally wore more interested In maintaining 

^Annual Raport of th©, Cominjaaionay of Imtai&ratIon, 
Washington,'" uV X' ^yinling^fll'c©; TSU: p* 1&JS-IQ8Y 

Peysons deported for evoipy 1,600 admittod in 1913* 
1914 wore French 2»5$5 English 2.0£| Irish l.O^j Folos *4;£j 
and Jews *3^# 

*%yae© ABBOTT, Tho Immigyant and the Community* 
Hew Yoyk, Century, 1921, F'*

f l l i r ^ 
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friendly relations with tholr political sponsors than In th© 

administration of justice* Mien a minor case involving an 

itsmigyant reached th© courts, the court procedure was a sheer 

burlesque. Since there wer© no official interpreters attached 

to the court, anyon© py©sont at tho hearing «oo could speak 

Polish, would be asked by tho bench to set in that capacity* 

It often happened that tlio interpretation did not correspond 

to th© version given by tho defendant* Hxpodloncy dictated 

tho conduct of th© oourt^. 

unless yolatod to th© problem of Polish zndepondeno* 

movement, the Polish intellectual loaders and tlio proas did 

not ©noourag© th© Polos to participate In national Issues. 

When th© Jjsalgratlon limitation statutes war© pyoposod in th© 

national legislature, th© Polos presented a united front of 

opposition. '£hen tho ©all to arms was issuod in th© spanlah-

Ameriean War, th© Polos war© first to volunteer. To then th© 

issue ropresontod a determination of another poopl© to fro© 

themselves from political enslAVomont* fhoy woro ©ager to 

help others secure fyeedom sins© this waa thoir foremost hope 

tQ3? tholr natlvo land* In any case wheyo tho American 

foreign policy was oven remotely connected with th© Polish 

Question th© raspons© of the t'olos was Instantaneous. In 

©thoy national issues, Poles did not show any pronounced 
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interest* Although many wars American born, this nontnl 

segregation continued to label them as foroignoys* . Tack 

of intemarrlago pyovontod a greater dogroe of American-

i sat ion. she national oonsus of 1010 showed that ninety per 

©ont of the second gonoration Polish American children wore 

of pur© Polish parentage* In saoh Irmiigrant group, th© 

attitude prevailed tLat i»rriag© with othor nationalities 

was degrading* Tb& group ©inhibiting styongor fouling than 

th© Polss against intoymarriage was th© Gyeek element . 

Look of intoymayrlago into othor nAtlonalitlo* j>yoventod 

Introduction of now ideas, customs and culture patterns. 

!lho second and third generation Aworioan Polos continued to 

cherish tho old Polish traditions ©specially thou© connected 

with religious festivals and observances, Thely conscious 

attitudes lagged behind actual practice in regard to tho 

assimilation of American i.ays. /-©y IASVO not boon i -parrloac 

to American custom, and behavior node9 but rather faced with 

cultural duallam* Although thoy had bmn able to acquire a 

largo degree of Anoyioan traits, this had not resulted in a 

17J, C* KmfATM, "tflaod Populations of 03 doe, ̂ o", In 
OliautauQuan, issuo of January, 1091, Vol* 12, p. 490, 

^Mlooayslaw B*UMtMmxp gychodgtwo poiekle W gtanaoh 
ZjodnooBonyoh Ameyykl* w w * ****** Zm%kd' 'M^otlowy'o*soYon*^£3F, 

Census of 1910 revealed that out of 743,35a1? person* 
of saoond gAneyation b o m in united States, thoro woro 0@6»59G 
©y 90$ of persons whoa© both parents wore Polish whil© 66,455 
m *?*&$ of Polish father and 17,33? or %*$$ of i'olish mothey# 
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corresponding loss of Polish culture and traditions * Many 

of thorn had refused to admit that ©hangoa had taken place* 

lajey had bo.com© awar© of thoir dual!stic cultural position 

for they considered ihemaelvos neither Americans nor Polos 

but Polish-Americans or American Polos, Th© older element 

continued rooldeno© In tho original Poliah settlement whor® 

th© English language was seldom hoard, wh©r© all tho old 

traditions and ideals yeaalnod allv© and whey© th© forces of 

assimilation found an impenetrable wall, Thoy no longer 

spoke th© Polish thoy had brought with thorn from Europ© but 

a mixture of i-ollsh and phonetic English, using noither cor­

rectly* A now dialect developed. The now European arrivals 

found it difficult to understand this mixture of th© two 

languages - a most unintelligible gibberish to tho cultured 

©ar* Th© younger ©lomont preferred to speak the English 

language. 

Every child is more at here© in th© Kngliah language 
than in th© Polish for everywhere th© Atmosphere Is 
American* Th© children not only speak English better 
than Polish, but thoy pyofoy to speak It, If they ar© 
together just au may b© noticed with ;roung people of 
other nationalities. Hone© tho Polish ©lorgy and th© 
same applies to cloy^y of otboy nationalities, cannot 
make tho parochial school an adequate hindyunoo to the 
general Amoylcanislng tendency*0, 

l i l i e s Qmrmr:n3 jpoio* in Buffalo, nuffeio, imi-
vorsl ty Proses, 1329, Vol* "/7TTS57 

^Joseph LA FAHGB, Polish IJissionary Work in tlio 
itod States, woodatoo* &*IEo1^JbWflr,~fflMftfa9n®a3, 

U S , Vol* 'lMf p, ®m* 

http://bo.com�
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Tim assimilation of tho Chicago Polos differed radi-

eally from any other group* It was accomplished or? an i di­

vidual basis and without pros.;or©* 

2ie assimilation has In consequence bean accelerated 
In accordance with th© law that the creator tho ex­
tent and identity of tho social environment, for all 
th© members of any group, the noro rnHid will J© tho 
assimilation in that group. Tno social environment 
of th© Immigrant in the United Statoa Is nor© prosper­
ous than that in tho land from which h© ©am© and 
roallzas a mor© liboyal standard of life. Konco it 
has a groat affect on him and thransforms him quickly. 
American worship of progress soon inf©ets th© immi­
grant, and is a powerful aid In helping him fling off 
precedent and accept now Ideas of his new environment. 
Custom imitation is superceded bv node imitation, and 
rapid assimilation Is th© result21, 

"2b© economic pyosperity which surrounded th© immi­

grant as soon as ho was orientated appealed to him. Hi© foro© 

of public opinion gradually p©n©trat©d his segregated settle­

ment and awakened in him ©conomio, social &nd political 

interests* Ho firmly b©li©v©d in th© American doctrine of 

equal opportunity for all - natives and aliens alike, Through 

work and education he could aspire to any level of society h© 

desired. I!© learned through ©xporieno© that political and 

social advancement cam© to him through Imitation of American 

customs and work patterns* Ho realized that in ordor to com­

pote with th© natives h© had to adopt th© American quickness 

and energy* His dosiro to ongag© in th© proper and prosperous 

2 iC. J. 8USIMKLL, "Social Aspects of th© stock Yards", 
in American Journal of Sooiologf. issue of Bovombey, 1302, 
Vol* 7, p* &§o* 
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life of the community and his hop© of a bettor future for 

his children than thoy could hav© enjoyed in liuropo had 

boon a powerful factor In tho decision of th© Polish immi­

grant to accept at loast a partial assimilation. 

By 1015, it was evident that th© descendants of th© 

peyraanent Polish residents of Chicago would become com* 

plotoly assimilated and would form an Integral part of th© 

elty AS had the descendants of other immigrant grout)** 



CHAPTER VIII 

THE DILEMMA OP m DUAL ALJ^GIAMCE 

Ihen th© typical Polish immigrant arrived in Chicago 

he expected to stay only long enough to save a little money 

and return wife it to Europe to Improve his economic status* 

However, he was so profoundly affected by his now environ­

ment that ho found himself reluctant to leave* 

It is inaccurate to speak of tho immigrant population 
as being only temporarily In this country* It is 
true, no doubt, that most of the recent immigrants 
hoped at first to return son© day to their native 
land, but tho whole history of immigration showed 
with the passim years and th© growth of th© inevi­
table ties, whether domeatla, financial or political, 
binding th© immigrant to his new abode, thes© hopes 
declined and finally disappeared** 

The better educated Folos from Western Poland were 

more easily assimilated and thus fewer of thorn oared to r©*» 

turn to their mother ©ountry* Tim portion of those yotuming 

newsy exceeded thirty per cent oven In tho periods of do* 

pvmmaXmr* In the period from 1903 to 1915, th© average 

annual emigration of Polos reached slightly over 17,000, how­

ever, many of them reentered th© United States after a short 

stay In Poland unabl© to readjust to th© conditions as th©y 

^ISAAO A* SOORBXGH* Immigration and Laboy, How York. 
M l M * * * » • * JKK • * « S mmmmVmmmV*mWmmmmmm1m*mmmmm1mmmm** *l l » I ' I * W I » I » * » » J W I F * Putnam, 131B* p* 74* «~~~-------~~-~~*«~~w-

%lllisjB I* TWmm and Pierian KMUIBCKI, .The Polish 
Peasant In Buyop© and America. Chicago, Ghleago tTnlvorilW^^ 
Proas, 1M& Vol*'», p* '££* ' y 
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found thess^* The personal freedom they had ©xporionc©d In 

America was absent in th© dominated Polish territories, Th© 

freedom of speech and press to which they had become ac­

customed in the United States was non-existent in Russian 

Poland* Th@j w©y@ again subjected to official pressures to 

join th© Russian Orthodox Church and beoauae of th© acquired 

wealth they had brought with than from America, thoy w©ro tho 

pyey of th© countless Russian functionaries who constantly 

extorted money from thorn* Ifroee who had returned to Prussian 

Poland found th© Oerman discipline ospeoially rigorous sea-

payed to tho freedom of action thoy had experienced In th© 

United states* In Austrian Oallcla, thoy were comparatively 

free but th© oeonomio conditions woy© adverse* TOM youngoy 

element upon return to Burope was subjected to military 

service. Sfeaa© obstacles proved too gr©at to overcome. They 

way© suhjoctod to examinations and spoolal governmental sur­

veillance in Euyep© while in America thoy had been fyee to go 

about thoir way with tho minimum of intoyferonc©. As long as 

they did not break tho law, no on© paid any attention to 

them* 

Sjoveaiah W* JBHK3 and, Jott MUCK, 1h© Immigration 
pyoblem*' A Study of American imlgyatlon. Conditions" anfe 
%eo'ds.* Mow ¥orid"" Ifruhk and 'tfaisnal'ls, l9J5« p» g7g»" 
* * — ' i^ta on Polish ©migration - 1908, 46,78?| 1909, 
19*8801 1910, 16t884f 1011, 31,950J 1918* 37,7*49 19Wf 
m$im$ 1914, mtQ2B$ 1015, 7,§12* 
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Tim matter of dual allogianc© had boon oonsid©y©d an 

impossibility but such was tho ©as© with th© Polish Immi­

grants* Iheir olaim to dual loyalty while factual waa really 

only indirect # Their relation®hip with thai* nativ© country 

had b9&n mostly economic and spiritual* Uh© ties that had 

bound them to thoir native land slowly disappeared and only 

fond memories remained* Th® situation was especially acuta 

since thoy did not hav© a country thoy could call their own 

for Poland WAS still enslaved by th© thyeo European powers* 

2heir interests and energies woro th©y©for© slowly trans-

ferred to th© now country which had received thorn a© humanely 

and Accepted thorn without question* nationalise in America 

had always boon a private matter* Sioy satisfied tbeiy ex­

pression of loyalty to both countries by observance of th© 

national holidays of both with th© asm© do^ro© of patriotism. 

Sine© they did not work too hard at either, both loyalties 

were aeooptod as part of daily llfes* Had thoy devoted mor© 

enoygy to Aaoyloan ideals thoy would hav© boon mor© quickly 

Assimilated* Had thoy maintained tho dosiro to perpetuate 

their nationalism and ideals, they would hav© boon able to 

retain thorn to tho present date* Shove, however, waa no 

tmmmmmmmmmm in m imn i 

%Hliam X* THOMAS and Florian ZUAnXLG&X, Polish 
|oAsants In gaoope,end Amoy^ea* Op, oit»» Vol* 5, p* xlv, 

%tanls2&w OSA0A, Sprawa PoIsLa \l Aaoyyoo poShocnet* 
Chicago, uynlewio*, 1918, pTBSWRE; ~ — • > 
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dosiro at yevlval and stimulation of thoir nationalistic 

ideals until th© political ©vents in iSurop© prosontcd a now 

inoontiv© for tho Ghioago Polos to exhibit tholr lov© and 

devotion to tholr native country. Many of tho Polish 

journalists called upon th© Polish Hational Alllano© to 

rally the Polos ayound their official slogan, ww© owe 

service to our native country, lot us perform it* • 

Some members of th© Russian Revolutionary Movement 

of 1905 had ©migrated to th© Ohit©d States. r$i©se men In 

some measure rovivod among th© American Polos th.© interest 

in th© armed strength for Poland's independence* Th© ma­

jority of thorn belonged to th© Polish Socialist Party, a 

half nationalistic and half socialistic organisation, and 

those Russian emigyos initiated the payty*s procram for th© 

development of Polish Socialist loaders in America , Sh© 

Socialists* ©lament mad© hurried preparations to ©nllst as 

many Poles within Its ranks as possible In order to train a 

cadro of Polish Socialists to wrest control in Poland and to 

establish a Socialist stat© thoy©* Th© manifesto of the 

payty was widoly circulated among tho Polos who wore eager to 

support any plan or organisation which offered reasonable 

6Stanls2raw OSADA, Saeso Odosytdw 0 Styonniotwio 
tyo^mypdowem i m g ^ L ^ e e j y j . flaafiS^TTBESaA, 
* Ho**117* 

Yiilli» I* THOMAS and Florlan safAWHSCKX* Polish 
POASant in luyope and America. 0p.«. oit». Vol* 5, p* 4* •'• 
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solution of the Polish Question* 

Tho Polish Alliance of Socialist Party regards th© 
liboyation of Poland from political slavery and tho 
abolition of any oppression of any nationality as on© 
of tho most essential demands of th© Polish prole­
tariat and binds itself to support this demand,..J© 
will do ©verythinc to holp Poliah workers in Oallcla, 
Russia and Prussia* #»?ifhil© fighting for freedom 
against Russia which consists cf 07£ of illiterate 
peasantry, Polish Socialists hop©, that th© liberation 
of Poland from Prussian and Austrian rule will cone in 
a peaceful way, through th© powerful lnflu®nce of 
socialist parties In thoeo countries, ac those parties 
Acknowledge emphatically Poland's right to independent 
political existence0. 

The plan was partially successful. Whon t'.o indopondonco of 

Poland was finally achieved, th© Polish-American Socialists 

actually helped In the oroanlsation of th© now Polish state. 

Had there been moro socialists trained th© now Polish 

government would hav© bo©n mora democratic. 

The Polish press, all parochial organisations, and 

national federations began f©vorlah activity toward resto­

ration of Poland. A n@w publication expressly Issued to 

propagandise this ideal was founded by the Committee of 

Hational Dofons©, an amalgamation of all Polish orcanisationa 

in the countyy * Printed In the nngliah language tho Fro© 

8Pollsh Alliance Socialist Party, Tho i'olish Social* 
i*t* and the styugglo for Indopondonco of 'Poland* Chleaao.' 
Socialist Party Pyoas, 1915, p * k , ' M , * L ' 

%illiam I. THOftAS and Florlan ZM?TIT2CKI, Polish 
Peasant In. Europo and Aaoyloa* 0j5*oit., Vol* 5, p. Ill* 

Coimaltto© of"1 national tJoTett*eJ and Hational De­
partment woy© two exclusively political and antagonistic 
confederations sup©yimpos©d on all Polish religious, fra­
ternal and political- societies* Although thoir coal was 
identical, ©aoh had a different plan for th© now" Poland. 
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Poland, a bi*w©ekly, was intended foy circulation among th® 

younger Polish element and the American public* Ilany Araorl-

oans woro Influoneod by it as it printed contributions by 

American authoy* and reproduced pyo*Poli*h editorials that 

had appeared in tho leading journals of th© country, 3h© 

sympathy of American public was gained and many loading 

Americans wero publicly supporting Polish Indopendono©* Th© 

Chicago Poles served AS tho noyvo oentey in All these ac­

tivities* Money, food, weapons and uniform® for th© Polish 

Armies forming In France war© collected. Medical personnel 

and materiel wero supplied* In Canada, a military training 

camp was ostabllshod to train a Polish Army* American born 

Polos, Inspired by thoir foroign boyn psronts, eagerly volun-

teeyed for tho Polish Armies in Franc©* A misunderstanding 

developed between the Polish leaders In tho United States and 

the Polish leaders in Franco and Switzerland* Tho European 

leadoy* oontonded that tho American Polos so far removed from 

the scone should not interfsy© with political matters In 

Europe* Only financial aid and cultivation of pro-Polish 

attitude in America WAS expected from thorn, Tlio American 

Poles fully intended to dictate tho politioal organisation of 

tho now Polish state when tho moment of deliverance was at 

hand* Tho Polish national Allianoo with th© aid of out­

standing Chieago Polos headed bj banker John Sraulski tried to 

foist its own candidate, th© renowned pianist Ign&ey Jan 
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Faderswski as tho head of the Polish State* Ihe plan failed 

duo to tho opposition presented by tho othoy Poliah ole-
10 atents • Thoy aygued against Interference of Amorican Polos 

In internal matteys of anothoy nation. Although tho actual 

amount of money contributed by th© Ohioas© Polos to tho -pt*®-

pAratory action for Polish freedom had never been ascertained, 

it did amount to many millions* The Chicago public was deeply 

sovod by the display of patriotism and th© rmaetary sacrifice 

of tho Polos to Aid tholr native land* Th© Polish press 

rallied all Poles to aotlon* Parades, theatrical performances 

and other activities woy® undoytakon to raise money for th© 

cause. Tli© Polish psyochlal school children had a special 

fund raising campaign to aid th© children in Poland* the 

female members of Mi© many soolotlos ware engaged in mailing 

bandages, knitting sweaters and socks for the Polish soldiers 

and supplying Polish units with flags* Th© differences that 

existed among tho many Polish groups in Chicago and othor 

parts of tti© ©ountjpy wore abandoned* All woro urged to 

common aetion, to help thos© who stood upon the threshold of 

A now ohaptoy in Buropoan history^ * 

Tho Amoyioan press awar© of tho forvoy among th© 

Poles and conscious of Polish political strength In many 

3-̂ ôboyt E* PARK, Th© lamination Press and Its 
Control* How Y©y&, Harpor/TOT," p T I W f ~™ ~ 

^yyoo foland* Vol- 1, l**ne of September 1, 1914 to 
Docomboy 18, 1914* 



BUAL ALLEGIANCE JLOY 

localities began to support tho Polish Question editorially* 

Perusal of th© Chisago native pyoas rovoals vory pro-Polish 

editorial opinion and daily comment a of th© local oltiaona 

*n *** y ° x p°Pu3-i ©oluima over signatures of other national­

istic societies and individuals* Booaus© of their love of 

freedom, th© Americans sympathised with th© Pole® who w©ro 
12 fighting to regain their Indopondonco * Many Americans 

gonoyously ©ontePibutod to h©lp th© cause* The participation 

of President Taft in th© dedication of tho Koafclussko and 

Pulaski monument in tlio national capital and In tho dedi­

cation of the Polish national Allianoo Collage at Cambridge 

Spyings, Pennsylvania, influenced many important Americans 

to support this lssu©» Homarks mad® in tho United Stat©* 

Congress by members who wore not dependent upon Polish 

electorate for thoir positions wore ©vldonoo of sincere 

interest in th© destiny of tho European people whom liberty 

had eluded m long*3^* 

Tho Catholio Church hloraraohy onoouragod all of tho 

Catholics to lend a helping hand to tho people who had re­

mained steadfast in loyalty to their religion in spit© of 

many adversities and pressures to separate them from 

^gyoo Poland., ?©1* 8, Issuos of January 6, 1915, to 
M y 1, 191b*" 

*^»om»M PIATKOWSKI, PAiBiQtnlk Wgnieajonla I 0d*3na* 
nlocla eamjjMm. Tadeuyii ̂ ©julr*"'**^^ ~ ~ _ _ 
©Bxeago, 'TxnMtmmt larodowy' —mv^p 
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Chuyoh* In Ohioago tho Poliah Question was discussed by many 

outstanding American business and educational loaders In open 

forums which attracted larc;© Amoyloan audionoos and helped to 

formulate publlo opinion* This In turn had a profound ©ffoot 

upon tho American Congressman who wero domanding solution of 

th© Polish issue* Tim© accelerated thos© domanda and bore 

fruit when the fyoe state of Poland ros© out of ruins of 

Kurope after ovor a ©ontuyy of political ©nslavamont-^. 

The oontyibution of th© Pol©* to th© growth and tho 

pyogyess of Ghleago during th© first half century of tholr 

yosidenoe hod boon many and varied* In th© field of education 

thoy had founded and maintained successfully over thirty 

elementary and thro© secondary schools, saving an inestimable 

amount of money to tho local taj^ayws* Tho public funds 

which of necessity would hav© had to bo u*©d for the ©du-

cation of tho children of th© Polish immigyants could be di­

verted foy other eiwic purposes* To tak© ©are of their aged 

and inf insed* orphan® and hoaoless ©hlldron, thoy had main­

tained orphanages, homo for the aged and special Institutions 

foy tho prevention of juvenile waywardness* The Chicago Polos 

of th© twentieth century wox'o abl© to find solution to all 

tholr problem* throu^i tho efforts of sooial organisations 

malntainod and financed hj the polish colony. The Polish 

3,%yoo_ Poland* fol* 2, issues of Kay 16, 1015 to 
SeptoKtoey % 'idier"^ 
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Season** Alliance was outstanding in the *oeial field, whllo 

the Polish National Alllano© &nd tho Poliah Homan Catholic 

Onion were engaged In many welfare aotivitlos vhioh bonof I tod 

all Poles* Thoao organisations woro greatly yoaponaible for 

tee progress mado by th© Polos* 

Tho efforts of the Polish national Allianoe to mkixi** 

tain nationAliam and holp to oduoata and orientat© the Polos 

and tho dotoyisinatlott of tho Polish Bommn Catholic Tfoion to 

forestall all attempts to separate the Polish teml?<wmts 

fyoBi tho Catholio Chuyeh had boon a glorious chapter in th© 

history of the looal Po^onla^* Th© Poliah youth encouraged 

and subsidised by thos© ors^adtttlens began to attond Insti­

tutions of bl^ser learning thug Increasing th© ranks of tho 

Polish professional ©lass* Financial statements of tho 

Polish paroehial and fraternal organisations Indicated that 

largo sum* of raney had \mm devoted to holp Poliah youth in 

it* attempt to *#our® advaneod aoadopilo training * Largely 

because of this aid enou^i dootors, pharmaoist© and attomoya 

woy© tyalnod to provide necessary professional sorvioe* for 

tho looml temlgyant group. The establishment of many private-

1025. Ghloago, palosmlk © j d o a ^ i ' c i k l T i y r a T p T ^ 
xfaw**gky m,XMm$ .Folos... Of, QMoapp, CMoAgo, 

PoUsii Pageant X»o.f Vm» P * T K T ^ W ^ a ^ a t over 36,000 
ohll&ron attended PoUch paroehlal *ohool* In 1D15* Church 
property m a valued over Urn Billion dollars* 

Mibld«» p* 111*117* 
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evening schools conducted by Polos did much to raise tho 

oultural level of tho adult population. By 1015 tlioro re­

mained only a small percent^;© of illiterate Polish immi­

grants* 

Tho Polish press perhaps mor© than any othor agonoy 

had served tho Poles by adapting them to th© political and 

sooial institutions in thoir now onvironatmt* It orystalixed 

public opinion among thom and taught thorn to oupnort American 
17 

political and sooial ideals • It had instructed them In the 

custom* of their suryoundlngs, called upon thorn to remain 

loyal to tho United states, castigated them for tholr indls-

orotlons and a trove to maintain unity among thom* Th© Issuos 

of tho Karod Polski* Qgps Polok* gsiomik ^wlaj&kcwy and 
mmmmmmVmm+mMmmlmmmimmWIpmmmmMmlllmir* WMWgWWMit —iMMpimnl i »lu nwnMfcf*' JllilPW»WmVlm**^mi<*SmWti^^rimi*mk'mMmmm**W>m>m1fa* 

Dzxomrik Ohioagoaki contalnod wis© counsel, rel igious in -
mmmmmmmmmmmmmm1m*»mmmm«m*lW>>**< «W> llBffallWltllW 111II* * W 

doctrinatioa, nationalistic remainders, stressed th© glory of 

American oulture, gave legal and eoetnonle advlo©, Interested 

tho Polos In health hygiene, analysed political issues and 

championed for solidarity* Thoy otroased th© gravity of th© 

laterality among tho youth, snoouraged higher education and 

pointed out tho social and politioal obligation® and re* 

eponslbllitlos of the Polos in local and national mattoys* 

17Wllllsm I* TBOUaS and Florian ZIWJIIIOKI, Zi® Polish 
Poasant in B&arop© and America* Op* ©It*, Vol* 5, p.̂ 'Ŝ -SS".""" 

For a long time th© Polish press was tho onlv moans 
of Information and orientation for the people in tho Polish 
settletsents. 
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Th© px'ma WAS perhaps tho most influential single factor in 

the politioal, social and moral development of tho local 

Polish colony18* 

In th© field of trade and coram©yc©, th© progress was 

significant but not spootaculay. Th© Pol©a constituting th© 

largest nationalistic gyoup locally failed to reach th© at­

tainments of the smaller Oerman and Scandinavian groups* 

This was due to lack of sufficient capital, poor ©dueatlon 

and lack of businosa aouaen* Although there w©r© over four 

thousand Polish business houses In Chicago by 1915, thoy 

primarily woro small own©r-*opoyat©d establishments and only 

a very few employed more than two or thro© people. They© 

had boon a marked absence of manufacturing and wholesale 

distributing interests * Tlio reason advanced for this was 

lack of capital* It would hav® boon more aoourat® to stat© 

that tho Polish ohayactorlstio of individuality and lack of 

cooperative spirit plus lack of trained personnel wore 

ehlofly yosponaibl© for tho failure of th© many Attesspted 

largo ©esamoyolal venture* • Th© oyganlaatlon of th© Pala­

tine Department Store was an excellent example whore groat 

^tanlsBwr GSADA, Sprawa Polska.fe' Amoryco Pornocno^. 
Op* ©It*, p, 17, 110-130. 

^Mieo*y*mw HAIMAI, Pol®* of Chicago 1857*1937* 
* . j * " • - . «. iL^mimmnmmmvmltomwtim^'W^ 

Chicago, Poliah Pagoant, 19377?* 15. 
Heal property held by Chisago Polos amounted to 

ovoy 1300,000,000* 

^^0w^m: 
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edition was not an adoquat© substitution for skillod person­

nel and ablo business administration* Had thl* venture boon 

propoyly managed it might hav© $©rwn into a largo commercial 

©ntorpyloe paralleling the Gorman aad Anglo*fiaat;©n insti­

tutions of this type* Xn th© highly ©mpotativ© ooaoerelAl 

and Industrial ond©avoys, th© Polos wore unsuccessful* othor 

even more pyotontloua attempts In automobile manufacturing 

and allied fields fortunately did not extend boyond th© blue­

print stag©. There was no toohnlcal ability among th© city's 

Polos to facilitate such ambitious schemes* lloosyalaw 

Bftiman reported that by 101S th© Polos controlled six per 

cent of all real property In Chicago. Tills was a decline In 

percentage but not valu® from tho ©arly period. Th© smaller 

Oerrasn and Soandlnavian groups, howovor, oontrollod about 

seventy pmn* oont of th© total wealth of th© clty^-* 

In th© field of politics, th© ratio of Polish votos 

to tho nunboy of political job* hold by thorn was nroatoy in 

tho earlier poriod* Throughout th© fifty yoar ora studied, 

much of thoiy politioal easily and civic payticlpatlon had 

been misspent because of poor loadoyshlp and lack of una* 

niadty* Th© less cultured element was yathor slow In ob­

taining citlsonship* All political payticlpatlon had boon 
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a novelty to them* Politically thoy oould be compared to 

the emancipated Asterloan negro. Given now politioal powor 

they were unabl© to harness It in cooperative civic ex­

pression. Many hundyeds of Poles hold ©loctiv© and ap­

pointive politioal offices in tho period studied* A groat 

asajorlty of thorn, unfortunately, sterlt llttl® credit, la 

a traditional American manner, most of thorn had risen from 

"Ward Heelers" to aidormanic or othor public positions* 

Shelr behavior while In public offie© loft much to b© de­

sired* They did not actually yeprosent tho bettor Polish 

element slno© the upper class of Polos, like th© othor 

nationalistic groups, paid little attention to politics, and 

shied away from politioal offices* This had unfortunate 

consequences since many believed those Polish politicians 

wore indicative of tho sallbor of th© average Pol©* 

There had boon few outstanding Polos In the poUticil 

life of tho elty* Notable among thos® wore John Smulakl and 

Peter EioSbassa of tho early period, and Judge Edmund JarooJci 

of the later poylod, whoso tenure in public offic© roflooted 

favorably upon th© Polonia. Tho more constructive period in 

politioal progress of Chicago Poles postdates this work. 

Closely allied to thoir politioal participation and 

orientation but unrefloetlv© to any degree was their loyally 

2 % * S# $̂ YJ$C2AJE» Polo* In America* Ohioago, Polish 
J9ay As*ooiatIo% 1998* p* §&*,' "'' • " 
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to tho country of thsir adoption. During th© civil iter they 

eagerly voluntooyed for sorvio© In tho Union Army* Th® way 

repreaonted an attempt of separation reminiscent of th© Polish 

partitions* In th© Bpanish«Amerioan War thoy also woro among 

the first to answor the call to colors* Uuring th© Husso-

Japanose 'iSar, th© Chicago Poles wore sympathetic with th© 

aim* of Japan and maintained olos© contact with th© Polos who 

had boon foyood to servo in tho Russian Army and had boon 

captured by tho Japanese. It was believed that th© defeat of 

Russia would result In th© freedom of Polish territory under 

too Caarlst domination* Th© Political ©vents of Europe In 

1914 was th© final ohaptor of Polish enslavement* Out of th© 

first hundred thousand Americans who volunteered for sorvio© 

ovoy forty thousand w©y© Poles* Thoir loyalty to th© cause 

of f^wdam ooaia art b. questioned83. 

Th© local Polish population sharod In the progress 

of ayt and sculpture In Chicago. Thaddeu® ZukatynsM, who had 

ayyivod in 1088 had bosom© famous foy his fyosoo work in many 

ehurohos in Chicago and othor parts of th© ttoitod States and 

was widoly aoolaijaod by tho American Pyoss. Th© fam© of 

another Polish Chlcagoan as religious painter, Sister 

85J* 3. Skiblnaki and Zella WQLSAH, Polo* in Amorlca. 
Chicago* Polish pay Association, 103S, p. 26* 

Frequency of pro-Polish edit©rials waa aooeleyated 
as tho war progressed, Ohioaro Journal, Ghica£o Tribune. 
Chieyo M l y j i f g , O h l c g o l l v ^ ^ 
Amorioan and pttfs^o'BBya^ 'yov*aledr nraduATl!>3w»» 
Polish'" **5^iaonFtn^B3n^^ for 1014-131C* 
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Sfeanlala, pupil of Zukatynski began In the period following 

the great war* Tho art woyk of water Krawleo, Theodore 

Ressak, John Ssynalik and Anton Rogalskl represented th© 

small number of Chicago Polos who had contributed in largo 

measure in the field of art* Polish contributions to tho 

field of sculpture and arohitootur© in Ohloaco yeaehed son© 

haportaneo Aftor 1915* 8* 

Musi© and signing had always boon characteristic of 

th© Poles* Tho early is8&l<grants established parochial thoa-

tyes, choral societies and msleal organisations for thoir 

personal enjoyment. Count Hapoloon Lodoohowskl cam© to 

Chicago and established a Conservatory of Music In 1070. A 

gyaduat© of Sorbonn© University, ho had studied music there 

with a pupil of Chopin. Tho oldest American choral society. 

The Apollo Musical Club of Chicago, employed hte as soloist 

In Esany of thoir oonoorts* Although tho Polish musical and 

theatrical endeavors war© prisaariXy on parochial atsatour 

level. Polos from as far as six hundred rail©® away wero at­

tracted* The distinguished Doctor Fells; Borowskl In 1896 

produced the Husslan Sonata which won hia wide acclaim and 

oojaaendations from such ronownod musicians and ©caposors as 

Qrlog, Hosentnal and oMior contemporary artiata. The follow-

year ho was invited to join th© faculty of th© Chicago 

mmmmmmHmmmmmm*mmmmmmmmmmWmmWmilm** 

•*«*> G. OSaQlSKI* Polos of Chicago. Chicago, Polish 
Pageant In©*, 1937, p* S7. 
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Musical Collage, later booomlng Its president* lie also 

served as tho niuslo oritlo for the Chicago Evoning Post and 

^ ® Hecoyd Herald, two loading oontMnporayy j©uynala®s* 

Xn the letoy poylod thoy© hav© boon a number of at­

tempts to organise Poliah profossional theatrical gyoups* 

Due to tho encroachment of assimilation among tho Polish 

youth and lack of interest of th© older ©lomont, thl* enter-

prise was soon Abandoned* 

To stimulate interest among th© Polos in sooial work 

the Polish Social Workers Club was founded in 191a* Tho 

guiding spirit in this movement was Father Andrew Spots of 

the insurrection Congregation* Many outstanding Polish clergy 

and laity, one of whom was Florian Xnaniocki who collaborated 

with William I* Thomas in a sociological study of tho local 

Polos, To th© present tlae* thla voluminous work has remained 

an outstanding contribution. 

Tho Polish elomoni bound by thoir parochial and fra­

ternal orcanlaations and church affiliation alerted by thoir 

press constituted a formidable political and social ©lomont 

of tho local population. Although much rivalry and compe­

tition existed among thorn in tholr couiaunal organizations, 

thoy slowly learned that cooperation was ©ssontial to their 

progress* Countless individuals of Polish birth and extraction 

mmM*mm*mWmmmmmmmmmmmmmmimmi fflM * « " • 

^ % * C. OfeONSKX* Pol©* of_ChleaEO, Op, ol t*» p . GC-C3* 
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through tho first half oontury of Chicago had given thoir 

support unselfishly to made tho city groat* These patriots 

of th© past generations hav© sot a pat torn and traditions for 

the future gQ^yatiohs to follow* They had played an Im­

portant part in th© growth of Chicago* ihoy ©raaprlsod th© 

largest foreign nationality group in th© city* 3a©y were 

able to establish and tmintain more churches and parochial 

educational institutions than any other immigrant group* A 

largo part of Chicago was built b^ them as much of tho pro-

gross depended upon Polish labor, Thoy had partiolpatad in 

every important religious, civio, social and ©conoaic do* 

velopcjent. 2hoy had earned tholr citizenship and tho right 

to Its privileges* Ihoy had boon a groat asset to th© COM-

aunity. Loyal, hard working, and dependable, thoy aided in 

tho growth of Chicago by thoir unceasing toil, doair© for 

self-teprovoiaont and determination for progress, 
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The polayisatlon of Polish istnicrant* in Chicago In 

the first half oontury sttidlod was enhanced by tho employment 

potontlalltio* offeyed them* As could b© ©xpoctod th© ©arly 

settlers who had achieved some degyoe of economic stability 

and experienced oosplot© political freed©® wore ©agar to 

share those opportunities with thoiy friends and y©latlvos In 

Europe, encouraging and aiding thorn to ©migrate* 

Tho parish was th© unifying agent and served as 

source of all tho immigrants' religious, cultural, politioal, 

sooial and economic aotivitlos* Socially, tho parish»conT;:t̂ ne 

was a self sufficient unit* Sine© th© Polos woro primarily 

of Roman Catholio conviotion, tho church served as tho vital 

bond of brotherhood In th© early period* Th© parish pyiest 

not only ministered to their spiritual needs but acted as 

their political and ooonoialo advisor and protector. Th© isis-

undeystanding ©woy tho establishment of the plonooy parish©® 

was due primarily to tho attempt ©f the Resurrection Congre­

gation to gain oontyol of tho local Polish ©lament. With th© 

establishment of the payish and parochial organisations, tho 

tas&grant** need* foy sooial Intercourse w©r© t©mp©yarily 

fulfilled* 

In order to provide special aarvleos and to preserve 

thoir nationalistie and eultural ideals, national federative 

bodies wore developed. They wore generally fyatornal nutual 

benefit insuraneo orsanlsatlons, Thos© federations also 
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served as information cantors. Th© ©stabllshnont of economic 

Institutions, such as building and loan associations and 

banks, was undertaken because cont©rapoyayy Aaorioan Insti­

tutions did not provide special facilities noodod by tlio 

issalgrants,. To prevent donatlonallsatlon, tho i*aai£rant* 

established paroohlal ©duoatlonal institutions, Halltlon, 

Polish culture and history wore oiaphasised in th© euyrleultaa • 

To enlighten tho lllitoyat© adult mass©* ©voning schools and 

cultural centers were founded which In tteo had a profound 

effect upon tho intellectual attainments of tho local iraol-

gyant colony* 

Disinterested, politically inexperienced and un­

schooled in tho ideals of Arasrloari democracy, tho early 

Polish Immigrant* war© reluctant to participate in Auorican 

politics. Thoir eiwi© ©omsclousnoss was sthaulatod, however, 

by tho determined efforts of thoir national organisations 

which maintained spoolal schools for cltisonshlp training. 

Generally their political outlook was conservative in th© 

early period leaning toward th© Republican party but later 

oscillated between th© two wajor political parties dependant 

upon the amount of political patronage promised thorn* 

Significant ©conoraic strides had boon made* From a humble 

beginning of few retail estAbllaheient* In thoiy &m ©oa* 

asmltios thoy eventually controlled a few thousand com-

aaeroiaX venture® and ©wnod ApprosclnAtely ton per oont of all 
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the real propoyty* 

ihlle tii© Polish press had playod an important part 

In tho prevention of assinilation of th® iwwigyants and had 

fomented much friction among thorn, it acquainted then with 

democratic ideals, orystallaod tholr politioal opinion, de­

fended them against attacks from ©thoy foreign groups and 

Ataoriean bigots, acted as tho nodia for advertising tholr 

cojfflaorcial endeavors and served as tho coordinator in all 

important religious, social, nationalistic and political 

raov©ia©nts. Tho era of assiiailatlon created the Polish-

American society with its stratifications based primarily 

upon educational attainments and economic progress* Sine© 

thor© wore vory few intellectuals among the Issal̂ -rants, th© 

influence of this class upon the sassas was not as effective 

as could have bo@n ©acpectod. 

The rapid growth of the city's industries was at­

tributed in a large d©gro© to th© plentiful supply of ch©ap 

labor which th© Polish ccciEiunity furnished. Although th© 

Polos wey© among th© first to join th© union movement and in 

nany industries constituted the majority of workers, thoy 

seldom assumed leadership because of their timidnoss, thoir 

inexperience in such natters and their inability to speak 

English* The iscdgyants generally oonaldoyod theasolvos 

Apart from all national Issues ©j;copt when thos© issues war© 

oonnootod however remotely with tho Polish indopondsne© ideal. 
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Stimulated by their py@ss and organisations, they rallied to 

support such issues* Tlio cultural ^rogyoss made by th© Polish 

©lament was evidenced In tholr schools, theatres, paintings, 

sculpture, music and singing* I-Iany organisations devoted to 

thos© esthetic pursuits woro foundod. It is significant that 

in 1918 only about four y>®T sent of th© Poles in Chloago war© 

illiterate, 

Th© plans of th® imlgr&nts to return to their native 

country wor© generally abandoned because of th© advantageous 

living conditions In Aaerloa* Tholr economic position had 

Improved so noticeably that return to their former level of 

peasant In Poland was unthinkable* Tho agitation for indo­

pondonco of Poland united th© many factions into a well 

organized, dlsclpllnad people with on© objective - an au­

tonomous Polish state. Thoy woro able to ©^©rt great 

pressure upon Asaeriean politicians and succeeded in turning 

tho An@rican public opinion in their favor* 

The contributions of th© I'olish olocient to th© growth 

and progress of Chicago were many and genuine* 1Sboy had de­

veloped sixteen large oonmunitio*, maintained over thirty 

©duoatlonal institutions and parochial establishments, 

supplied nuch of tho labor for expanding local industries and 

had contributed ranch to th© political and eultural naturlty 

of th© city. Hot only did the Polish element constitute the 

larg©st feyeign group in the city but their oontyibutlon* 
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wero pyoportionatoly greater tiwm those of any othor foreign 

group* 
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MOW York, Rovoll, 1006, i » W S p T - ~~"~~""~" 

An Informative description of tho various stages of 
the Issslgrants» lives. Passages rcfar to the" 
Aotlvltios and struggles of th© Poles, 

Thoisaaf ifflsu I*, 2naai©oki, Florian* Th© Polish 
Peasant, in aurope and America* Chioago, iJhl varsity of chioago. 
lOT,"Tols* V*V''3,' 4," ©,' vli~526, i-508, v-410, xll-387, 
:dx-54S p* r 

A Monumental study. The best sociological approaoh 
to date* All five volume® ar© devoted to th© social, 
religious, politioal dnd economic bohavloy of tho 
Polish peasant* It was a nost valuable aouroo of 
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Thomson, J. J,, Th© Archdiocese of Chicago! Anto-
mdm% and PfTflspigoat* m,£""fl&£no&9 Ill~§a^rferyTi 
Training school, ISEJO, v-809 p* 

Official history of th© Catholio Church in Chicago, 
Authentic compilation of data pertaining to all 
Catholic organizations, parishes, c l o W , Jducation 
and progress of th© dieses©. 
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, Polish Socialists and th© struggle for 
Independence of Poland, chlcsgO* Polish Alllano© sooiailct 
imkmmmtlmmmmimmm^mmmmmw'mw n»'j||« •' * " 

party, I9ie, m**®8 p* 
Official publication of the Polish socialist nove-
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Synodus Djocosana .CMeaglortsia PrS-aa, Ohlcaglao, 
Csaeron, As&srg ©*' ̂boi'i>ruBs, i^o7,' XJCVMJST p* 
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PERIODICAL ARTIC r *r\ 
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Vol. 14, issue of Hovetsher;11 lflgft;1 p . S8&5« # ' ~ ^ 

Analysis of typos of s k i l l possessed by tho isarci* 
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Altgold, J. P., "Answer tlio X*sulgrantAn>* in tho 
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Charit.lQf* Vol. IS, issue of isay 5, 1906, p, 171-1C3* 
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— * — - — M0ur Slavlo Follow Citizens1', in tho 
.{parities. Vol. IB, laauo of April 16, 1907, p. U«08« 
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Bushneil, C. J., "Social Aspects of the Stock Yards", 
In the Journal of Sociology, Vol. 7, Issue of Ooptoj-ibor. 
i9oi» pi xwm&l' — ~ ^ 
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a t t r a c t Polish readers* 

Parker, 0* l-\, n\ttaA Inalgrant Contributes to Indus­
t ry 1 , in the Foruia* Vol* 14, issue of January, 1699, p . 600-
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Vol* 11, Issue of August, 3£01*> p* 6S6«*644* ~ ' 

& © substandard level of living of th© l*B*dgrant 
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40th year, l**u«Tof Jwdu'lc, 1915, p, 3, col. 7, 

An Intelligent argument in favor of r©establi3hm©nt 
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P» 
w .. . Cliicago pa* 
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TABLE I . ­

Polish Immigration by Bumbers . 

3BSQ 1870 1800 _ 18902 190Q 1212 1915 

l f 164 42,927 180.770 342.108 070.908 073*600 170,000 

^Tables Showing Arr ivals of Alien Passengers and 
Immlf-rants i n the United s t a t e s from 1880-1888, Washington, 
Bureau of S tA t i a t i o s , froaiury Department, 139*5, p . 157-106. 

2HIe©aya3:aw SSAWLI3V/SKI, Wyohodgtwo Polskle w Stanaoh 
Zjednocgojoyoh Astorykl. Uarasawa, takiati friarodowy "Ossollns-
id en, 1924, p* 16. 
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Pol ish Issmigration by Percentage*. 

I860 1170 lg80 M8Q 19QQ3 191Q 1Q1B 

*11 2*06 4*1 5.8 11*7 7,9 i a . 

• J i l t e d S ta tes Census Report* fo r 1860-1930, 
Washingt oh,' bJ* 8 • T!*n*li«iTJuye*^i," 1S621 As' many of t he 
t o t a l s are compilations fren several t a b l e s , i t i s i a -
p r a c t i c a l t o l i s t spoolfia pa^e yoferenoos* 

**C* J , B*<ISIffiilLL» "Social Aspects of tho Stock Yards", 
i n American Journal of Sociology, Vol* 7, issu© of Soo-
toaibeV, 1001, p^ TO3=557T 



TABLE III.-

Percent©:;® of Poles Anions Foreign Born in Ohioac©-1-
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^Costplled from Ohioago olty directories and publi­
cation* of nationalistic organizations. Statistics are ap-
pros&aate since isuch confusion existed In recording tho 
nAtlonallty of isaalgrants, generally classified by sumanos* 
Many Polos had Husaianlsed and Germanised naraes and war© 
usually classifieii with Isrdgrants of these countrlos. 



TAB LI.; IV.— 

Peroonfcac© of Poles in tbe iovulat ion of Cflsloa-io1. 

JObO 1G6Q 1G7Q ISfiQ IBOQ 100Q 1910 1080 
4C 

S£ 

25 

0) 

as 

20 

5 

• 

^ . t 
* 

•< 

\ 

• #•»•* 

> 
V 

^ 

4 

« 

- -

* 
i 

\ 

Legend a 

Poles 

Ciernans 

I r i s h 

^Scrapllad from Ohioago c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s mid p u b l i ­
ca t ions of n a t i o n a l i s t i c or^anlsationa* S t a t i s t i c * ay© ap-
proxisat© SIBOO tauch confusion oasis tod In r©cording th© 
n a t i o n a l i t y of Immigrants, general ly c l a s s i f i ed by &urnamos< 
Hftny Poles had Bussianl&ed and oonaanlaed us&ieo ana woro 
usua l ly c l a s s i f i e d with hurl^rantc of thooo countries* 



TA3US V.-

Distribution of Polish Immigrants Aoooydinn To 
Eollgious Gonvlotlons-lOlS3- • 
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^Thes© ApproxlisAtions were takoa from th© available 
Bhitod States *MLgrAtlon ComisslonRoport© ©©wring t h i s 
jjefBnBsY from lbSS' i l r o a ^ r T e i r — - ^ ~ 



TABIM VI** 
"^1 ts«s. GoogrAphlo Souyeos of Polish I te igra t ion to 1915' 

Austrian Poland ansa Ian Poland Bpuaaian lolan& 

700.00Q 600.000 900*000 

1 
Table* sheering Arrivals of Allen passonaors and 

B&¥*ffi",oY S t a t i s t i c s , » a a u r y W r t e o h t , "TOoTp* 137-180* 
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APPBRDIX B 

ABSTRACT 01* 

Pirat Half Oontury of tho Polish Xleeteat to <3*ioaKO 

in th© study of the first half century of th© i'olish 

element in Chicago, a nunfrer of Interesting facts become 

evident. Tim dete»lnation of early Polish iiatsl̂ rant* to 

lsaprov© their economic conditions in America wan realised in 

th© opportunities offered by the rapidly expanding industries 

of Chicago* Tim peasants had little to offer their employer 

except willingness to laboy at jaenl&l task® for many hours. 

Ifoeir inollnatlon to ©arn ssuoh and spend little precluded a 

frugal ©3datene@. Out of tholr uroagor wages as nuoh a® 

possible was Invested In homos and small cosssereial ©s-

tabllahiaents» Although their inocaa© was considerably lower 

than that of tho native worker, thoir accumulated savings 

during thoir first two decades in Ohioago amounted to over 

ten Million dollars representing approximately ton per cent 

of all the real property In tho city. 

In order to establish a well regulated eowmuiiity, 

thoy founded parochial centers which beoaue the core of all 

thoir religious, politioal, educational and economic activity. 

Th® reluctance of tho Polish Jtamigyants to worship in the 

^fh* P. K H W I * pyoaonted by Stanley s* Jadoa, in 
1952* to tho Faculty of Arts of the yniveraity of ottoua, 
ISO pages, 
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oadsting Gorman and Irish churches «n* not spiritual. Ttmy 

pyefeyyod to oyoct thoir own ofcurohes i»hoy they oould maintain 

contact with thoir tyaditlona, cultural patterns and history. 

In th© minds of th® Poles nationallsa and Catholicism wero 

synonyaoua* H** Polish clorgy sowed tholr people as civic 

and spiritual leaders* Th® aost significant oontributlen* 

laade to th© educational, religious and political prot*yoos of 

tho Polos can be credited to tho pyiosts of tho Resurrection 

and the Holy Cross Congregations« Th® disunity and stylfo 

which had begun over parochial boundary lines was tho result 

of tho Hoeurreotion OongyegatIon's attempt to centyol tho 

Poliah element in Chioago. The Intolloctual loaders wore few 

and often were ©oonomlcally dependent upon thos© whom they 

were to lead, Kany had loft Poland beoause thoy had boon a 

fallure. Ht©y too wero attempting to hsprove their ooonostlo 

condition in Anerica ashore eonpotltlon at tho hitter Intel** 

leotual level urns pyaotlcally noii-oxlstant. 3uoh individual® 

obviously had few ideals to impart* Tim attempts of those 

opportunists to link Polish colonies in America a* an inte­

gral part of Poland failed* 

fhe ©duoAtional progress of th© Polish youth did not 

extend beyond tho primary and aeaendary parochial ©duoatlonal 

Institutions* To inoroaso literacy araong adults special 

eultural contor* woro founded* Sao parochial institutions 

woro entrusted with the perpetuation ©f Polish nationalism, 

culture and yellclon* Hie Fole® /generally disapproved of 
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public sohoola. Although th® Polish fcwigyants had no 

pyevious o^pcyionc® in political participation,, thoy woro 

OAgoy to take part in local civic issue*« ftntmtorea* ln*f*r« 

perloncod and without proper leadership, they had fallen 

prey to political boss ism* iThe olergf and th© fraternal 

or^anisAtions had boon greatly responsible for encouraging 

naturalisation auorig imi&yonts* In tirao th© Poliah vote 

constitutod a decisive factor in all local political 

elootions* However* due to the political Inoohosivouoss, tho 

Poles wore unable to aacuae leadership locally* 

Truly anajting was tho progress taade by the Polos In 

asasaing a largo fortune in spit* of thoir low inooBte** In 

the fifty year period studied thoy surpassed all other Slavic 

jppoups ooB&inod in tho eiaount of roal wealth, this was un» 

fortunate to a degree since much of those savings should have 

boon expended for high education of tholr ohlldron* tSStm 

sj**û s**sAtlon of th® parochial aooiotlos Into national fader-

Ations tended toward unification of tho Polos, polarised 

tholr energies, presented thosi with a program for eoneerted 

Aetion and aided then in their eosaxaorclal endeavor* • The 

organisations initiated special social and cultural facilities, 

eneouraged higher education through suhsldlos, atrositod 

nationalism and deliberately retarded assimilation. 

Th® Polish pro** devoted to th© d*f*n*o of national* 

lam had also delayed the aaBialXatlv© pyooe** of the $yoop» 
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It had failed to educate the masses and present a sound 

pyogyam foy thoir intellectual, political and ©/©ononis pro* 

gy*sa# On th© wholo, however, It was responsible for muoH 

of th© advancoaont of tho local ̂ lonia* Of tho many at­

tempts In Poliah journalian* tho prosa controlled by tho 

clergy hao" the raoat lasting offset and contributed mo&t to 

the ©nllshtmont of tho people* 

Th& assimilation of th® Polos had boon slow and 

geneyally on an individual basis. Durinc tho period studied 

voyy few of the isKaigranta had boon Aracrloanlsod* Tim pro-

portion greatly incraasod with the succeeding generations, 

Ihe fundaraontal process which had boon developing waa the 

soparmtlo?! of a minority from tho Polish socloty Into an 

American society* ®xia waa a slow envolvcsasnt from Polonism 

to Amsricanism, accelerating with time. 1M© Pollsh-Asorican 

society, howovor, had boon taor® dependant upon Polish culture 

than American and It developed along it* own linos. 2h* two 

eulturoa wont through a modification period, a sopwnt of 

each fittod to moot a spoolal need* Tim development of a new 

spakm language part Enr:li*h and part Polish was another re­

sult of tho resistance to the assimilative forces which on-

AVOAOhed upon tho taraigrants, Tiwiv vocabulary was bl*lingual 

in that English words woro siodifled by Polish prefix or 

suffix creating a spoken tongue Khloh noither an Anariean nor 

a newly o-migratod Pole oould understand* 
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fhe defense of oultuyal patterns* natlonallss and 

yollgion was tho aeooptod approach to all problems* The do* 

»is*e of tho Poles to bring about the rebirth of their native. 

eeuntry found expression in American national issues as thoy 

bollovod that through ®-aoh action favorable ®t&pn sight fo© 

taken to fro© Poland. Th® unity of purpose, among them on 

tho eve of the groat m r ably illustrated tho lev* of thoir 

laethor country* Asicpatlon statistics revealed that ecra** 

paratlvoly fow Poles wished to return to tho place of thoir 

birth boeause of tho unregulated assimilation prooos® and tho 

economic prosperity t&ay enjoyed In this country, Tim 

pyoblom of dual allegiance pyoaontod no obstacle sine© the 

Polos did not consider allegiance in Uw light of oomploto 

loyalty to oithor state. !Ehey were loyal American* mid 

patriotic Polos slTaultaneously believing that one ootepli* 

wanted the othor. Certainly no othor Imlgrant group did 

mora for the United States than the FoXess* Thoir willing 

participation In th© Civil War, th© apaniah-Aaerlcan War 

and World V?ar I gava snple ovidono© of their love of tholr 

adopted country, 

2he contributions of tho Polish oloraont in the first 

half oontury of tholr settlement In Chicago oannot be mini* 

mi&®&* Ttmtr parochial ostabllshciont* oonstltutod over 

thirty *op*yato aottlononts throughout tho city. Th®j had 

vonturod Into every type of ocraaoroial activity and had 
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furnished H U O A of tho energy which made possible tho great 

Indus tylal progress of the city* ffheir accumulative wealth 

e&oluslv© of churches, schools, charitable Institutions, and 

fraternal and business organisations waa over three hundred 

million dollars. TI:oy had nado significant contributions In 

every field of endeavor - oconccoics, „iuslo urn puinti;v:-

Politically thoy wielded a conservative influence, 

Ihrough their hard work, frugal living, essanlary 

behavior and love of freedom, they had boon singly lnstru«* 

isental in tho building of greater Chicago. 


