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INTRNDUCTION

Christianity has produced in every age new types
of womanhood for the world's benefit such as those who
were martyrs for religion, saints, apostles and virgins,
promoters of widoscale reforms, assuagers of human suf-
ferings and savers of lost souls. . . . According as a
new social need aroge in her beneficent mission, the
Christian woman became, as she is today, with every
good reason a no less, necessary factor in civilization
and progress than man+,

How truly epplicable are these words to Marraret Bour-
geoys, who three centuries aro in Canada, was indeed an
"aggusger of human sufferings and promoter of widescale reforms",
According as a new social need arose she was there to meet it
with her unerring wisdom and eager enthusiasm, and after three
hundred years history records her tireless devotedness, un-
bounded disinterestedness and unconquerable zeal for the
welfare of the colony.

Amongst the galaxy of glorious names which enrich the
history of Hew France, hers must be numbered, for it is that
of a Valiant Woman who contributed much to the making of what
is best in Canada today. For forty-seven years she worked

and prayed with unflagging constancy to build up the sorely-

1 Joseph J. Sullivan, Fope FPius Asks Women Ado
%iss%on of Pgace, Article in The Canadian Register, Kingsston,
+ 1 ? my Y 952; Pe l’ 001. 3'
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tried, slowly-growing colony, Her early associations with
M, de Maisonueuve, that knightly and fearless soldier of
God, bring$ out most vividly the inflexible sense of duty;
ardent spirit of zeal, and dsuntless courage which animated
her, and made of her & pioneer in every phase of Catholic
social work in Canada,

The purpose of this thesis is to justifly the title;
"Margaret Bourgeoys, Pioneer Social Worker of Canada", The
prominence accorded her as a teacher and foundress has caused
this part of her work to be somewhat forpotten., Yet it is
probable that she herself would say that her social work
came before her teaching, for during the first four years of
her life in Canada all her tinme was devoted Lo the corpo?al
vorks of mercy. The sick found in her a nurse; the weak,
a support, the afflicted, comfort and consolation; the
ignorant, light snd instruction; the needy, a sure refuge
and protection in their necessity. Vas not this the essence
of social work? Truly Catholie, Margaret brought to her
labours that religious conception which considers the super-
eminent dignity of man, and envisages him not only in his
primitive and sordid swrroundings which she did her best
to improve, but also as a potential citizen of Heaven.

Were this thesis to present a full historical

picture of Margaret Bourgeoys it is evident that her work
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of teaching could not be omitted, for it cannot be denied
that she was the pioneer teacher of Ville Marie, Her
influence in that capacity still lives onj the inspirations
and ideals taught by that peerless educator have heen trans-
mitted to succeeding generations in the different institutions
of her Order, and express in tangible form the life-philosophy
of that heroic¢ woman with vhom they originated. It is true
that the work of educatiocn has seen many changes since those
far-off days of 10657, but Notre Dame has held fast to the
fundamental time-tried principles of the old systems while
seizing the salient points of the new,.

Interest in Margeoret Bourgeoys has been greatly
stimulated by her beastification in November, 1950, and more
and more, her heroic life has claimed the attention of Cathe
olic Canada, Since tribute to her as teacher and foundress
has been paid by eminent historians both of her own day and
ours, this writer purposes 4o stress a less celebrated
aspect of her work, that of the sociel worker. The scope of
this thesis will be restricted to those functions recognized
by the leading suthorities in that field, and only those
activities will be dealt with which would come under the
field of present-day social work,

Social work, it will be pointed out, is divided into

four nain divisions, Case Work, Group Work, Institutional
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Work, and Organization snd Administration. We will endeavour
to show that MHargaret Bourgeoys'! activities may be classified
under three of these headings, and that thus she merits the

title of Ploneer Catholic Social Worker of Canada,

Definition of Social Work,-- Social work ns a speciale
ized skilled service for which specific, scientific and tech-
nical training is required, has really come into existence
during the last half century. Because it is comparatively
new, and because 1t means different things to different
people, it is necessary to offer at leust a tentative defin-
ition of the tern,

This is e difficult task., It is said in the Encyelo-
88 that "no satisfactory definition

has yet been aehiavad"z, and with this statenent a writer in
the Social Work Yearbook for 1939 agreeﬁB‘ Attenpts have

been made both from a general and from a more restricted ’
viewpoint. The former covers all sorts of civic activities,

while the latter refers to a specific vocation,

e

y tmer, in Sgc alysis o

Institution, New York, Rinehart, 10LI, p.

3 Lin*bcm B, Jwift, acial as rofession in
) sarbook, Russell Sage mmdati.on, fork,

LA P RIED «, A K
193h, p. 430 in ope Citss Po O

2 Philiﬁ Klein, 500&@% Work, in Encve
Eggﬁg} Sg%%g es, New York, any; 1934, p. quote
elen FLW%_M
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Defining sccial work from a reneral viewpoint,
Edward T. Devine statest

Social work is the sum of all the efforts made

by society to provide for individuals when its
established institutions fail them, to supplement
those established institutions and to modify them
at those points at which they have proved to be
badly adapted teo social nseds, It mag have for its
object the relief of individuals or the improvement
of conditions. It may be carried on by the govern-
ment or by an incarparutaﬁ soclety or by an informal
group or by an individual®™®, . ,

In the more restricted sense it is defined as "The
art of adjusting personal relationships and reorganizing
social groups"5. Difficulties arise in the family, in the
school, in business, between races and religions, Vherever
such problems arise the integrity of a group is threatened,
Jocial work consists in the analysis of the problem-situation,
interpreting it to the individuals involved, plamning a
solution, and in the co~operative carrying out of such a plan,

To the Catholiec, however, social work means nore than
merely assisting man in his temporal and moterial necessities,
Ethical and moral implications are frequently interwoven in
the problems which are brought to soclal work agencies. The

Catholic social worker by helping to find a satisfactory

4 Edward T, Devine, Soc Yiork, Hew York, MacMillan,
1~-22 quoted by Amos Warner, (uesn and Harper, gric
ties and Sogial Work, Mew York, Crowell, 1942, p.

2

b
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golution may of'ten remove obstacles in man®s quest for his
ultimate pwrpose in life, Hence there would seem to be a
difference betwsen social work in genersl and Catholic
social work. This has been effectively pointed out by

Pather Bowers:

Catholiec Social YWork is built around a specific,
positive approach to human life and to human living
which is essentlally Catholic and essentially dif-
ferent. + » « It seeks to bring about an adjustment
between the individual and his environment which
shall assist in bringing men closer to his ultimate
end. The Catholic Social Vorker recommizes that
this environment is something nore than social, cul-
tural and physical, It is also religious, for God
is part of the environment of every msn, . « « The
Catholic Socisl VWorker, though every whit as con-
cerned about economic well-being, health-and-decency
standards of living, satisfying social relation-
ships, as his colleazues in the profession, since,
in the temporal order, thecse do accrue to the per-
sonal dipnity of man, will never forget that the
individualts relationship to God is of first irpopt-
ance., He sees all things sub specia aeternitatis™,

In relferaence Lo the Catholic Social Worker the sane
writer states:

Catholie Social vork is sonmething more than a prof-
ession, It is a calling, a vocstion, a service, e
worker must never Ilorget the vocational aapects of that
which she is doing. . « o It is her hipgh privilege to
undertake an employment which, in itself, is the daily
exercise of the great virtue of charity. The practice
of this virtue is not, however, the prerogative of any
professional mroup. It is a common obligation, and
Catholic Social Work, faithful to its long tradition of v,
service, has included within its ambit volunteer workers’,

6 Iwithun Bowers, Whi
gggg, Detroit, 8t, Vineent de F
rities, 19509 P 1! 5

7 {)}23 C;taoj Pe 5.

b in Cathiolic
eration o




IHTRODUCTION

The social worker draws on certain resources %o
attain her immediate obJective; these may Le classified as
the exterual resources of bthe community and the internal
resources of the individual., The Catholie Hocial lorker
will follow, in the main, the general practice, but will
never fall to use to the fullest measure the spiritual as
well as the material rescurces of the community. There is
one point, however, on which the Catholic approach is dif-
ferent and that is in its attitude towards the family.
Gatheolie social work is always recopnizable by its efforts
to preserve the family and family life, and to utilize their
natural values agund strencgths in the service of the client,

The Catholic social worker endeavours to mobilize
the internal resources in the individual, to build upon his
strength so that he may overcome his weaknesses, This
necessitates a realization of the Catholic goncept of man
- a rational being endowed with a will and an intellect,
Methods of treatment will include a strengthening of man's
will and the snlightenment of his intellect, and a recog-
nition in each individual of a natural inclination to God,

In broad outline these are the main festures that
distinguish Catholic social work from sociznl work in peneral,
different in practice because it is hased on an ertirely

different philesophy of life.
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Social work has been divided into four main divisions,
Case work, Institutional vwork, Oroup work and Organization
and Administration., Each of these in turn includes a
variety of activities,

Family Welfare

Children's Aid and Probation
Visiting Teaching

Hospital Social Service
Psychiatrie Social Service
Probation and Parole

Case work

¥or children

Institutional work For the aged
For delinquents

Direction of Leisure time
Club works with small groups
Heighbourhood work
Community organization

Group work

Administration of Social agencies

. . Publicity
Gr%igiﬁ?gtgzt?gg Goordination and Supervision
Financing

a @
Promotion of new Social prosrams®

Each of these four mein types involves rather well
defined fields of human endeavour, They have this in common,
that in each, skilled workers give of their time and talents
to solve the needs of others, These are the social workers,

In the following chapters it is owr aim to prove
that these concepts may be applied to a fFreat woman who lived,
toiled and accomplished such work cernturies uefore these

definitions were formulated,

8 Amos Warner, Queen and Harper, Americsn Chorities
and Socinl Work, New York, Crowell, p, 55..,
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Among the writings concerning Margaret Bourgeoys
there exists a work of great value, her own Eerits Auto-
graphes or Eegairgg.

Written toward the end of her life, about 1696, they
contain an account of her esarly years in France, her departur@'
for Canada, her arrival in Ville Marie, her work in the colony,
the foundation of her Community, and spiritual advice for her
religious, Used by M. Glandelet for his work, and again by
M. Montgolfier and M. Faillon, the manuseript was carefully
preserved in the Archives of the Community. In the fire which
destroyed the Mother House in 1768 many of the records of the
Congregation were lost, including the greater part of these
Memoirsj only scattered pages of the original remain, Fortun-

ately, these writings had been inscribed in the second volume

the Community.

In the ; } : : ; _
Mnntréallo is found the record of the life and work of Mother

Bourgeoys. In nine volumes is recorded the complete history
of the Community since its foundation in 1657 to 1855, The
remainder of the work - 1855 to the present is still in

manuscript form.

9 Margaret Bourgeoys, Memoirs, Montreal, 1696, p. Wb.

lo /S ‘:ﬁ‘ H&}ﬂl‘iﬁﬁtﬁ/; ‘I S 0‘ @ d ﬁcr‘l/?‘mt}‘pat’é 01’1 gg
lotre Dame de Montréal, Montreal, 1 .
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Various other works have been written aboub the
life of Mother Bourgeoys. The first, appearing only a few
months after her death in 1700, was undertaken at the request
of the Community by M, Glandelet, As Mother Bourpeoys' dir-
sctor for twelve years and staunch friend of the Community,
he was judged eminently qualified for the task, He had at
his disposal, besides personal reccllections and letters, the
Memolrs of Mother Bourgeoys, and contributions of facts by
gisters who had lived in intimecy with her., This work pre-
served in manuscript form, was treasured by the Comunity,
but it was recognized that it was not sultable for the general
public, since it was designed to edify and console her own
religious, In 1715, he was again asked to compile a nore
complete work, but age and ill-health prevented him doing
more than adding & few pages to his oripginal manuscript,
This he antitled_ya Vie de la doeur Merguerite Baurgacyall.

This too, was little more than an edifying asccount of the
virtuses and interior life of Mother Bourgeoys; its real value
comes from the fact that it was written by one of her contemp-
oraries, and as such he could write intimately and suthorit-

atively of her.

11l M, Glandelet, la
Ville Marie, 1715, p. 160
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In 1724, at the suggestion of M, Belmont, then
Superior of the Seminary, the work of preparing a second
life was confided to M, Ransonet, Unfortunately, living as
he did in Paris, and knowing very little a2bout Ganada, and

less about Mother Bourgeoys, he made scant use of the materisl

and information given him, His writing, Yie d Soe -
gggggggnggyggggxg}z, a very suall tribute to a preat woman

and a great work, was a keen disappointment to the Comaunity.
Its only merit, if such it may be called, lay in the fact that
it was the first printed life of Mother Bourgeoys.

In 1818, appeared La Vie de la L€ ¥ 1
g;gg_ﬁggxggg&g}B. Although the work bears no author's name,
it is generally accepted by the Cormunity to bhe that of M,

Montgolfier, "Tirées de Hémoires certains et la plupart
originaux", as was indicated in the sub-title, it was hoped
that at last something worthwhile had been achieved.
Unfortunately it is not considered reliable by elther the
Community or by historians in general, In many cases his
commentarles on passages from Mother Bourgeoys' writings have
completely distorted the original idea, while his historical
data is not always exact, Thus the value of the work was

greatly lessened.

-12 M, Ransoneét,
Avignon, 1728, p. 123,

M. Montgoliier, |
W' Ville Marie,
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In 1830, a third life of Margaret Bourseoys was
undertaken by M. Falllon. Based on the Memoirs of Mother
Bourgeoys, and on manuscripts furnished by the Archives of
the Congregation, of the Hotel Dieu and of St, Sulpice in Faris
and in Ville Murie, and the public Archives of France and of
Canada, a completely documented work was presented, Entitled
Vie de la Sosur ggﬁggggxal“ it was intended to be the first
part of & "Collection de Mdmoires pour servir & l'histoire de
1'Eglise de l'Amérique du Nord", and as such, the life of lMother
Bourgeoys was portrayed rather as a coantribution to a greater
work than as something important in itself., OConssquently it
appeals more to the historian than to the general reading
public.

Finally in 1932, with the process of Beatification under-
way, it was felt that a more modern up-to-date biorsraphy was
desirable. Don Albert Jamet was requested to undertake this
work; he used as his prineipal sources of information the '
Memoirs and the work by Glandelet. The Life by Montgolfier,
that by Faillon, documents fuwrnished by the Archives of the
Congregation and the Hotel Dieu, of S5t, Sulpice in Paris and
in Montreal, the public archives in Quebec and Ottawa, all

14, Etienpe~-Michel Faillon, Vie de la Soceur Bourgeoys,
Paris, Périsse Freres, 1853, p. I-lo N
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were consulted, His work, Margaret Bouryeafal5 completed in
1942, congists of two volumes of nearly Jour hundred pagces
each. It ives evidence of painstaling resowrch, Lut it has
offered nothing new, and in the weanlth of information and
detail the true chiracter of Mother Bourgeoys is difficult
to discern, A more recent lLivestipgation in view of the Beatif-
ication has corrected certaln details repording her fawily and
early history, This work has also been a disappointment to
the Community, for it is felt that the auvthor has not portrayed
Mother Bourgeoys as an attractive character and has falled to
bring out those traits which mede hor at once an apoctle and
a teacher,

Seversl blographies have been written Ly Bni-lish

16 by Marparet Mary

authors. Venerable Marcaret Bourgeo
Drummond, is considered to be the best of these, Il is well
documented, and presents a very conplete, accurate snd abliract=
ive account of the life and times of Mother Boursoys,

A1) of these writings have trested of the 1ife of
Mother Bourgeoys in a gmeneral way, stressing particularly her
work as teacher and foundress., This thesis Lones vo prove bhat

she was not only & teacher par excellence, Lul Lliat nhe vas

truly a social werker in the best sense of the word.

e

15 Don Albert Janet,

reeove, Hontreal,
La Presse Catholique Panamuricaine,

Y42, 2 Vol., Te I-79%L.

16 Margaret Mery Drummond, The Venerable Harporet
Bourgeoys, Boston, Guardian Anpel Prasa, 1907, be 275,



CHAPTER Io=
VARGARET BOURGEOYS, CASE WORLER

The many varietlies of social work to-day fall rather
naturally into distincet classifications where concentration
of attention has been plae@d npon

(1) the individual,

{(2) the sroup of individuals as a working unit,

{3) a combination of these two, when the individual

is dealt with both as an individual and as a
member of a gFroup,

(4) the developing of resources to meet human needs.

In this chapter it is propoﬁad to deal with the {irst
of these divisions,~ case work, and to prove that Margaret
Bourgeoys without any question of doubt merits reneral recog-
nition as pioneer Catholic social case worker of Canada,

Case work has been defined ss one methed by which
special services are made avallable in areas of unmet needs!,
To cope with these demaends, specially trained workers are

appointed whose duties, responsibilities and rirhts are clearly

1 Charlotte Towle, Social Case Vork in Social Year

, New York, Russell Safa oundation, p, 477, quote %
Swithun Bowarai The Mature and Definition of Socisl Case
New York, Family ] - £ : e
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outlined, and who seek to solve the problems confronting
them. These are the Case Workers.

The case worker has an important role Lo fulfill,

[3he nay/ perform any one or a combination of the

following soeial duties, usually requiring a college
degree, ond applying techniques acquired throush poste
seaduate treining in social service work, in pursuance
of a welfare program organised by a public or private
agengi or organization, /[3he/ studies the physical and
gocial environment of a family, person or persons in
order to determine and execute practical plans for
alleviating existing undesirable congitions., /She]
visits persons in need of assistance®,

While Margaret Bourgeoys held no colleze degree, had no
techniques acquired through posterraduate study in any scered-
ited university, we contend that she was pre-emninently a
Catholic social case worker, holding that degree attained
through the practical love of God which was evidenced by her
devoted care for His less fortunste children. Her activities
were not those organized by uny agency or orpanization; they
were dictated by that burning flame of charity which saw the
needs of others, and hesitated not to sacrifice selfl and
possessions in order Lo satisfy them. In atiempting to
alleviate misery and to remedy situations she never for a

moment forgot the important place of God in the lives of His

2 U.S. Employment Service, Case ngger gg‘géct;ogggx
Oc t Iitles, Second Edition, washiugton, ouper-

{ntendent of Documents, 1949, Vol, 1, p. 204,
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ereatures, To her, the needy were not, as tLhe modern social
worker too often considers them, simply "cases™, they were
souls, infinitely precious in the sight of God, and by
ministering to their physical needs, she sought to draw them
nearer %o Him., That she succeeded is affirmed by one of her
biographers who states that she was indeed a worthy co-operator
with de Maisonneuve, for while he was building & material
enpire in henor of Mary Irmsculate, she was cerecting a spiritual
one in the hearts of the faithfull,

The Social Case Worker interests herself in the work
of child placenent,

/She/ places children in institutions shd homes,

such as orphanares, foster homes, day-nurseries,
hospltals and homes of adoption, in order to protect
them from abuse, neglect, and {improper rearing, and
to provide them with adequate care and 3halhar&.

Mother Bourgeoys must be regarded as a social worker
in thia respect, {or her interest in the children of the
colony was evident to all., Her solicitude went even further
than that of the modern social worker who is satisfied with

placing children in a home suitable from the material point

3 Montgolfier, La Vie de la Hoeur Dourse Ville
Marie, Cray, 1818, p. éé. g

L U.S. Buployment 3ervice, Case lorker, Child Flacenent,
in Dictionary of Occupational Titles, p, 20k,
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of view, but often with seant regard for the spiritual
element. She adopted these little ones into her own home,
training and caring for them with that love and devotion
which can spring only from true Christian Charity,

One of the firsp to receive her care was the little
orphan, Marie du Mesnil, 2 girl of eleven vears who had
accompanied her on her first trip from France, n her
arrival in Canada, Margaret kept the littls one with her, for
she was sadly in need of a mother's care, and the first real
home the child ever knew was that provided by the hindly
sister, This interest was maintained untll three years later,
when Marie married Ancdré Charly.

In 1659 Margaret hed accompanied Jeanne Mance to
France, The latter, oblipged to seek medical aid was in need
of a companion and Margeret gladly offered her services, On
their return trip the ship was crowded; there wore over two
hundred passengers, and while the boat was large and comforte-
able the journey was a very difficult one, The St, André
had been used for years as a hospital-ship, and through
some inexplicable carelessness it had never been disinfected,
Illness very soon broke out among the passenrersj nearly all
fell victim to a contagious fever, and seven or eight of them

died. Margaret did not escape contagion cntirely, but she
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was able to assist her fellow-passengera; day and night she
went among them ziving all possible aid., One group in part-
icular roused her pity. The whole Thibodeau family, father,
mother and four children, was stricken; three of the little
ones died, and only a tiny rine-months-old baby survived,

No one wanted to care for the child; there was even talk of
throwing her overboard, In her Memoirs, Mother Bourgeoys
simply says:

J'entendis qu'on parlait de la jJeter & la mer, ce

3 notre bande, qui £tait toute maindeds  Coloe Lavie
’ .

Here was another occupation added to those that
Margaret's kind hands found to do on that crowded ship, She
cared for the child so tenderly and so skilfully that the
little victim lived to reach Montresl, where she placed her
in charge of a foster mother. Once agein, her charity had
found practical expressioen by helping one of God's afflicted.

The 3ocial Worker seeks to protect children from abuse,
neglect and improper training. Co did Mother Bourgeoys, for

we read in her Megoigsé

the following account. The plight
of the poor Indian children touched her deeply; one little

Irocuois child, nine or ten months of age, was sadly neglected

5 Memoirs of Margaret Bourreoyvs, in Histoire de la
Congrégation, ntreal, Vol, 2, p, 323,

6 Id Ibid., p. 313.
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by her nother, and so pitiable was her condition that Margaret
begged that the child mi~ht be given to her to adopt and rear.
with the assistance of Father 8ouart, who offered the mother
some trifling gifts, the baby was given to li, de MHalsonneuve,
who in tuwrn handed her over to Mother Bowrgeoys who adopted
her and cared for her with all a mother's love. The little
one was baptized on fupust Lth, 1658, receiving the name of
Marie des heipges. According to Father lLemoyne she was the
first of the Iroquois race to be baptiged in the colony.
Mother Bourgeoys mentions several other little savages whonm
she adopted and cared for during those first years in Ville-
Marie. Two of them, Loth of the Iroquois tribe, wers later

to becone members of her Community, and rendersd sraat services
in teaching young zirls of their race?, Thus Hargaret Bourgeoys,
by being the first to admit native-born rellirinus into her
Community anticipated by more than two hundred rnd fifly years
the desire of the Pope of the Missions - the conversion of
peagans by the formation of native apostles,

Margaret's interest in the welfare »f the children of
the colony, recardless of race, and the services she rendered
to them must admit her to the ranks of the Social Vorker
devoted to child welfare,

7 Histoire de la Congrégation, Vol. 1, p. 269.
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The family is regarded as the wmost important
national institution in any cormunity, If the citizens
of a nation are members of happy, stuble fanilles in vhich
they have learned the give-and-take of 1life in society,
and have become grounded in high ideals and the culture of
a group by means of family social conirol, then will the
nation be sound and whole, True family 1ife, vherefore,
provides & spirituwal function not only of vital importance
to the individuals who compose it, but to the country wn
general, The principle "that & nation is as strong as
its individual families" is recognized by all tlhilnking men,
and therefore one of the most ilmportant phases of Social
Case Work is Family Social Work., Workers in this field
are specially trained, for various indeed are vheir asctivilies,
and the services required of then.

The Family Social Worker concentrates her interest

on the family a8 a social unit.

/Bhe/ assists in solving problems that affect its
unity and welfare, such as unemployment, household
management and care of family nembers., /She/ attewmpts
to solve problems affecting individual members of the
family. . « by recommending pusitive steps for remedial
neasures, and counsels other lamily members on elimine-
ating personslity frictions, unsympathetic atiitudes
towards the m%ladjuated, and other barriers to harmonious
relationships

*

8 U.S8, Employment Service, Fami%x Case Vorker in
y of Occupational Titles, p. 204.
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If interest in the welfare of the fanily is one
role outstandingly characteristic of the social worker, then
Margaret Bourgeoys nust be definitely classed as such, for
during the first fouwr years of her life in Ville-Marie all
her time and attention were devoted to the families comprising
the then young country. Although her prime motive in coming
to Canada had been to teach, she was not able to begin her
apostolate at once, aince most of the French children born
in Montreal, had died in infancy. Her zeal found cutlet in
other good works, and her tender, unselfish sympathy found
many ways of doing good that others might have despised, She
visited the homes, instructing old and young alike, sncouraged
the mothers in their daily and difficult tasks, brought joy
to the hearts of little children, visited, consoled, and
cared for the sick; assisted the dying, prepared the dead
for burial, washed and mended for the poor and for the
soldiers, often depriving herself of the very necessities of
life in favour of others less fortunute.

One incident recorded in the History of thg,ﬁcmggnitzy

bears witness to the extent of her charity. One cold winter's
day a poor soldier came to her, complaining that he had no

bed, Without hesitation, she pave him her mavtress. Soon

9 Hisvory of the Coneregation, Vol. 1, p. L&,
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afterwards, a second soldier, hearing of his friend's pood
fortune, came to her with a like sad tale., To him she gave
her blankets and bed covering, she herself taking her rest
on the cold floor. Swrely this spirit of sacrifice which
marks true charity is the real meaning of social work - a
charity which does not hesitate to deprive self to meet and
satisfy the needs of others,

So great was her kindness that one of her ULiographers
writes:

La Soeur Bourgeoys commenga ensuite & donner l'essor

& son zéle. Une cinquantaine de maisons dispersées ga
et 1a, dans l'enceinte d'un petit fort de pleux, c¢ompe~ -
saient tout le corps de cette ville, Quelques habitants,

épandus dans les campagnes voisines et qui commengalent
a peine a defricher quelques petites terres, quelques
cabanes sauvages dressées dans les environs, formaient
toute la peuplade. La Soeur parcourait seule chague
Jour presque toutes ces différentes maisons, pour y
faire la fonction d'un véritable Apotre. Elle se
reproduisait en quelque fagon elle-meme, et on était
toujours gir de la trouver partout QU il y avait quel-
que bien a faire. Elle se pretait & tout; visiter et
servir les malades, consoler les affligés, instuire les
ignorants, blanchir le linge st racommoder gratuitement
les hardes des pauvres et des goldats, ensevelir les
morts, et se dépouiller elle-msme des ghoses les plus
nécessaires en ravewr des ndcessiteuxiV,

What nrore convineing proof is required than this vivid
pen-picture to show that this indefatigable woman truly nerits

the title of social worker? Here is depicted every aspect of

10 Montrolfier, op. git., p. 66,
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social work, for by daily visiting not only one but all the
families, giving of herself unreservedly to the manifold
needs of the pioneer settlement, she fulfilled every function
of the modern social worker,

For forty-seven years the New Indian country was to
be her home. Not a single inmprovement was made in the infant
colony without the dynamic force of her mind and heart to
sponsor it. She was indeed

une mére commune, l'oeil de l'aveugle, le pied du

bolteux, la consolation de l'affligé, le soutien

du faible et de ;'indigent, se faisant coume

1'a Sty toute d tous pour les pagner & Jiésus-

Christs+,

S8he was all things to all men, nurse, teacher, builder, mission-
ary, the mother of the colony, and like the creat !Missionary,

"in journeyings often, in perils of water, in perils

of robbers, in perils in the city, in perils in the

wilderness, in perils in the sea, in labor and pain-
fulness, in mucgzwatching, in hunger and thirst, in
fastings often®és,
Not without reason did the 3Saintly Pius X, declaring her
virtues heroic say:

Through her invincible courage, her trials and her

journeys, Margaret Bourgeoys may be sald to have re-

produced in living traigs the life and methods of the
great Apostle 3t. Paul-+’,

11 Montgolfier, op, Gite, p. 967
12 St. Paul, Corinthians, Chap. 9, v, 20~27.
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This perallel drawn by « man of such keen perception and
such judgment, coupled with his outstanding noliness, gives
us the profound and calm assurance that Margaret Bourgeoys
may unquestionably claim our high eateem and admiration as
a Sociel VWorker of note.

Not only did she minister to the evergrowins spiritual
and material needs of the colony; she even anticipnted then,
Occupied as she was with her daslly visits to the homes, and
later with her school, a new work appeared to be equally
pressing, Her motherly heart was touched by the hard and
laboricus lot of the women of the colony, MHany of them were
ill-prepared for the pioneer life, chosen as they were to
become the wives of the settlers,

The company of New France in return for its Charter
had pledged itself to further the settlement of the country
by bringing out large numbers of colonists, It was difficult
to fulfill this promise, for it was almost impossible to geb
entire families to emigrate and considerable anxiety was felt
for the welfare of the women and pirls who mipght venture
forth to the new world. HNeverthealess families had %o be
established if the coleny was to endure, So difficult was it
to get both the number and the right kind of settler that
the company had been reduced to sending out orrhans such as

Marie du Mesnil and Marguerite Masclin, children still, whom
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Marsaret Bourgeoys had taken with her on her voyares in

1653 and 1658, In 1663 when the king became interested in
the coleny the situation bettered, and an orranized movement
was undertaken for sending colonists to Canatla, EBach vear
shiploads of marriageable young women, "les Filles du Roi®,
set out for Quebec and Montreal, They were chosen for the
most part from the "General Hospitzl®™ in Paris, and from

poor but respectable families, Experience socon showed, how-
ever, that these young rirls were scarcely fitted for the
hard life of the colony, unused as they were to the hardships
of the climate and the pioneer life of the farms., In 1670

M. Colbert requested the Archbishop of Rouen. , Mpr. de Harlay,
to have the priests of the parishes near the city each choose
one or two suitable subjects from among their parishioners.
These were sent to the colony in care of some worthy and
respectable woman who acted as their zuardian. lMother Bour-
reoys had already accepted this position on her various
voyages, and great was her sympathy and kindness towards them.
M. Dollier de Casson, speaking of the group of tiirty-two
whom she accompanied in 1659 stated:

Elle servit de mbre dans ce voyare et méme jusqu'd
ce qutelles eussent été pourvues, et considdérant les
services plus que maternels qu'elles recevaient dlelle
dans une position si délicate elles ont &td bien heure&ves
d'etre tombdes dans de si bomnes mains que les siennes g.

[

Etjenne M, Faillon, Vie de la Soewr Bour-eoys, Faris
Périsse Fréres, 1853, Vol. 1, p. 188, 2 5

]
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Her care did not cease with the voyage. While many
of these girls were married almost a3 soon as they reached
Ville-Marie, there were others who were left without shelter
and with no one to whom they mirht turn for assgistance,
Hother Bourgeoys had always been deeply touched by their
plight and their forlorn condition, as well as the realiz-
ation of the uoral dangers to which they might be exposed,
suggested to her the idea of a hostel or foyer where they
might be recelved and sheltered until their marriare, In her
Memolrs we read:

Quelques anndes aprés non voyase ds 1659, il arriva

& Montréal, eunviron & x~sept oy dix-huit filles du roi.
Comme elles dtalent destinées & devenlr dans peu de
temps des méres de familles, je pensais qu'il ¢tait 3
propos de les assembler toutes en un lieu de Buraté,%et
que la maison de la Sainte Vierge doit gtre ouverte &
toutes ces filles, Fleine de cette pensée Jo courus au
bord de l'eau au devant d'elles pour les emnener dans
notre maison,; qui se trouvalt trop petite pour les loger;
il fallut done les conduire dans la petite maison de
Saint-Ange et la, Je demeurai avec elles. . . J¥étais
obligée d'y §§meurer i cause que ¢'étalt pour former
des familles
Hence could be explalined the affection and attention she
bestowed on these girls, the realization that they were to
become the future nmothers of the colony. In spite of painful
opposition she remained with them, instructing them in the

essentials of housekecping and in all oot wonldd Lo necensary

15 Mewodrs of Margaret Bourreoys, op. cite., v 79,
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for their new life. Thus was begun the work ol hostels in
Canada, born of a need no less rreat iu those days than in
ours,

It was in the parlour of the Congrecation that the
work of marriare centres was besun, The youn;: ~irls residing
at the convent were known as "rilles & marier”, aud from time
to time notice was posted that there were "narriaresble young
ladies at the Congrepation®., Here vhe shy young ssttlers cane
seeking thelr wives, and it was lother Bourgeoys who inter-
viewed the would-be-husband and examined Lis credentials,

The whole jroceeding seems to have been very busiress-like

and un-enotional, but there is no doubt that the kindly nun
advised her wards in their choice, and that she did everytiing
to make their wedding day happy. On many contracts, coples

of which nay be seen in the lother House Archives, it is noted
that "l future demeuralt chea lu Seoeur Boursgeoys'" and on
others that they were "fait et passé & la Conpripationt, All
bear Margaret's sirnature and are dated [ron the fonveus
parlourlé. These strancely-controeted marriasces turned out
happily, for the little V¥rench «irls Lecanme pood, brave wives,

thanks in great measure to iother Bourgeoys? indluence, Thab

16 BHistory of the Conereration, Vol. 1, p. 328,
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this was realized may be showm by the tribute paid Ler by
M. de Belmont:
Ctest & ce zdle que le Canada doit ce qutil a

de bonnes méres de familles, qui toutes ont appris

d'elle les principes de la cralnte ot de l'suour de

Dieul?,
This same up-lifting influence persists in our own day; one
more testinmony that the achievements of Marraret Bourpgeoys
were not confined Lo the are in which she lived.

The History of the ngmggitx;g records taat frejquently

Mother Bourgeoys was called upon to solve difiiculties that
arcse in the newly-established homes, s in the Lwentleth,
s0 in the seventeenth century, nisunderstandinags Lhreatened
to wreck fardlies, and to Mother Bourgeoys the young wives
canme to be helped splirituslly snd naterially. VWiscly she
guided and sdvised them, for many of them were but childreng
the marriare record of Merie du Mesnil and André Charly shows
that she was only iourtecn years of age. The werriare took
place on November 9, 1054, and scarcely had the young wife
reached her new hone when she returned to the Gonrreration

absolutely refusing to mo back to her husband. Patlently,

Mother Bourreoys explained her duties and oblisations, but

17 M., de Beloont, Funeral Oration, loutreal, Fel, 11,
1700, quoted in Histor . _the Conrregation, Vol. 2, p. 20/,

18 Hisvory of the Congrecation, Yol. 1, r. 51
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to no avail, The ~irl was determined to stay at the Cenvent,
Pinally, her words having no effect, Marraret withdrew to her
room and prayed earuestly for her little ward. She returned, to
find Marie completely chanced, ready to do whatever the kindly
nun would advise, From this marriare saved from shipwreck by
the wisdom and prayers of Mother Bourrmeoys, came four relirious
vocations for the Consrecation, It was for one of them, Sister
Catherine Charly, that Mother Bourreoys was destined to offer
her 1ife in later yearaw.

Hore than one of Notre Dame's adopted daurhters
returned to seek the notherly help of the kwindly nun. There
is a record at the Conrregation of the baptism and death of
a baly, four days old, snd the death, too, of its nother,
aged ninebteen, bheiriended in her hour of need by tlhe alle
embracing chlerity of Marruret Baurreoyazga

Deap in the hearts of these youns women whom she
puarded aad rulded so carefully and so tenderly, she implanted
the seeds of wvirtue which later bore rich frult for God and
Canada. It is coertain that this nohle woman inspired the
civil and spiritual 1life of the country, and 1t must be admitted

that in furihering the development of the eolony hy caring for

19 History of the Congregation, Yol. 2, p. 190,

20 Ibid., Pe 5.
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its abandoned little ones, arranging good marriages,
receiving "les Filles du Roi" and preparing them for their
all-important role of wives and mothers, advising and guiding
the young families, and by teaching and training their children,
that Margaret Bourgeoys fulfilled the role of the truly Cath-

olic Social W¥Worker.



CHAPTER Il,-
MARGARET BOURGEOY3, GROUP VORKER

In the preceding chapter we have discussed that phase
of social work known asz case work. Here, the emphasis is
rplaced upon the relationship entablished btetween individuels,
a person helping, a worker and a client. The cuse worker is
looked to for help by individuals or families, vho exper-
iencing difficulties of one kind or another, scelr aid ocutszide
their own circle fron a professional person connected vith
some scclal apency. It was contended that althourh Marraret
Bourgeoys could not be clucsed as a professional wvorker, nor
wac she identified with any social apency, she can ond must
be rceognized as a true social case worker., For her work,
whatever it may have lacked in orpganization and technicque,
bLore the stamp of zeal and charity, and she nmet ihe needs
of the time as surely as does the nodern social case worker,

Caze work, however, is not the whole of social work.
Feorle after all, do rot 1live unto themselves alone, Ve are
all members of rroupt, he they fanilies, clubs, associations
or communities, In these ~roups we seek certnin satisfactions,
no matter how unaware ol this we may be, They aifect usz, and
we, the members arleclt =ach nther. The re-lization of this

fact is basice to an understanding of anotier hichly inmportant
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area ol social work, namsly, social sroup work. In contrast
Lo case work, sroup work deals with the individual as a
member of a group; emphasis is placed not upon the individual
but upon the [ roup as a whole., Group work has buen defined
a8

s o » & process carried on with voluntary gsroups
during leisure time and with the assistance of a rroup
leader, It aims at the growth and development of the
individual and furthering socially desirable object~
ives held by the group*,

The services of the group worker are Jjust as essential
as are those of the case worker.

The role of the le.der is crucisl in the whole process.
Like all social workers he needs t¢ have an effective
kriowledge of people and the skill to werk with them, A4s
a specinlized worker he needs to know how ~»:c-ov.nj?s are
organized, how they function, how the members’ interests
are stirmulated, how difficulties are handled, and nmany
ovher things relating to program and activities, His
skill lies in his ability to stimulate other veople to
express and develop wiat they want aud can do, He needs
to know the community in which he work, the people vho
compose it, thelir nationalilty, prejudices and pgoblems;
he must know the resources of the neirhbourhood®.

From this description of the role of a group leader
it is evident that Margeret Bourgeoys may claim distinction
in this field of social endeavour., If knowlng her environnent
and the resources of the community be a requisite, surely it

must be admitted that no o¢ne better than she knew the conditions

1 Arthw Fink, The Field of Socigl Work, lew York,
Holt, 1947, p. 408,

2 Arthur Pink, Ope Cite., p. 41lh.
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of Ville Marie, visiting as she did daily every home within
its precincts, That she had an effective knowledge of people
and the skill to work with them must also be acknowledped,

for how else explain the work she aceomplished and the co-
operstion with which she met if she did not possess those
necessary characteristics? 3She may not have beon the
"specialized” worker, but she undoubtedly was indefatigable
and zealous in every undertaking which would further the glory
of God and the good of her fellownen,

The group worker must possess the skill to work with
people, to stimulate them to express and develop their capacity
for doing things, That Mother HBourgeoys possessed this essen-
tial quality to an extraordinary degree nmay be proved from

the following incidents recorded in the History of the Congrer-
&t1923|

The first days after thelr arrival in Canada the col-
onists spent in various activities; the men lost no tine in
clearing land to build their homes, During this time, Margaret
gave a marvelous example of unwearying charity, multiplying
her powers to bring relief to human suffering and want wherever
she found it, VWhen the most pressing work was done, she ashed

the Governor to show her the cross which he had placed on the

3 History of the Congregmation, Vol. 1, p. 45.
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sumtit of the mountain during his visit to Ville Marie,
The story of this cross is as follows:

In the winter of 1643 the river had risen so rapidly
that the waters threatened to submerge the fbrt7 The Governor
and his people prayed earnsstly for deliverance, and the
former, moved by & sudden impulse, promised that if the waters
fell without harming the fort he would carry a cross upon his
shoulders to the mountain top and plant it there. As if to
try his faith, the waters rose higher and higher, until they
filled the moat and lapped at the very threshold of the door,
Then, pausing one noment, they gradually receded until all
danger was past. Immediately the Governor gave orders for the
making of the cross, and on the Feast of the Epiphany a little
procession wended its way to the top of Mount Royal. There,
M, de Maisonneuve erected the large wooden cross, which pro-
claimed to the surrounding country God's mercy and a loyal
Christian's gratitude.

M, de Maisonneuve had promised to take Margaret to
visit thie hallowed spot. It was not possible for him to
accompany her abt this time, but he gave orders that an escort
of thirty armed men should go with her, for danrer of attack
from the Iroquois was very real indeed, After a long and
weary climb the little group reached the summit only to {ind

that the Cross had disappeared, Durineg the Governor's ahsence
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the Indians had destroyed it -~ a few scattered frapments
remained to mark the place vwhere it had stood,

Marraret longed to see it replaced, and on her return
she urged M, de Maisonneuve to do so., He consented readily,
but asked her to supervise the work. Margaret, a companion,
the soldiers and a group of workmen toiled up the mountainside
once nore, and began the task of building and erecting another
Cross, With this proup she spent iLhree days, inspiring thenm
with her own spirit of faith,; helping them by word and exanple,
directing and encourapring them, Again the Crogs stood on high,
¢learly outlined upon the hirhest orest of the mountain, There
it remained until about 1759 when it, too, disappeared. In our
own day .there has been erected a beautifully illuminated cross which
keeps niphtly vigil over the city of liary -- another reminder
of the unceasing toil and activity of Margaret Bourpeoya, Of
this incident M., Faillen writes:

Le choix que fit M. de Maisonneuve de la sceuwr Boure
TR coprechanent dee riewt colons i exicuter tes deairs
de cette sainte fille, montrent assez la grande conalidé=~
L scondant que sa verta lul donmait sur tous bes espritst,

One nore project dear to MHarparet's heart was realiged

through her ability to organize snd lead people, Lon~ing to

b EBtienne M, Faillon, Yie de la Soeur Bourrsovs,
Montreal,; Pe 8h.
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see Our Lady loved and honoured in the colony she resolved

to bulld a chapel whereln she could gather together not only
the young girls but the entire population of VilleMarie, men,
women and children, and instil into their lives a deep and
practical devotlien to Mary. OShe had neither money nor material,
but she was possessed of an unconquerable zeal., Encouraged

by Father Pijart, S.J., missionary of the district, and by

M. de Maisonnsuve who allowed her to choose the site and who
donated the land, Margaret proceeded with her plans. She
sumnoned the men to & mesting and explained to them her desires,
Their reaction was as encowaging as it was spontaneous, Rough
and hardened in the ways of pioneer life as they vere, these
sturdy men were like children in their efforts to prove thelr
love for the Hother of God, Gladly they showed their approval,
and pledged themselves to help Margaret carry ocut the project,
In her Egmggggﬁ she tells us how she organized the willing
ecolonists into proups; some Lo hew stones, some to carry sand,
others to carve woodj from the more prosperous she collected
money. The nasons olfered thelr gervices sratis. Directed

by her, and working in perfect co-cperation they gave generous-

ly their leisure time and very soon the foundations were lald.,

5 Margaret Bourgeoys, Memoirs in History oif the
Congregation, Vol. 2, p. 317.
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Work done for God, however, must be signed with the seal of

the Cross, and on this, as on all Mother Bourreoys! undere-
takings, that precious sign was affixed, Father de Queylus,
then Vicar-General, arrived from Quebee, and for some unknowm
reason he forbade the building to continue, Unhesitatingly
and uncomplainingly Margeret olLeyed. It was not until 1674
that permission was given for the work to be resumed, and on
June 29th the cornerstone was laid, Once n~ein the construction
was begun., Mother Bourgeoys was the soul of the enterprise,
kindling enthusiasm, enlisting strong hands and willing hearts,
supervising the workers and encouraging them to do their best,
Every colonist was sager to do his share, Even the sisters
were happy to lend their assistance, carrying stones for the
masons, facilitating their work and saving valuable time, In
two years the bullding was finished, the first stone church

to be erected on the island of Montreal., Thus was bepgun,
continued and completed the first church to be dedicated to the
Blessed Virgin in Ganadaé. The quaint old Church of Bon Secours
still stands in Montreal, ¢ vivid reninder of vic zeal and
energy of an intrepid group .orker whoge influence cxtended

not only to the young, but to the old and hardened pionecr,

and who ingpired them to do preat things for Owe Lady. Surely

it cannot be denied that largaret knew how to work with »ecople,

6 History of the Congregation, Vol. 1, p. 3il.
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nor that she exercised & benimm and stimulating in{luence
upon all with whom she came in contact,

As a result of this phenomenal success in eaiding
pecple and directing their labours Mother Bourgacys may be
proclaimed the organiszer of another group activity in Canada
== that of the pillrrimage, for to this veneralile shrine dedig-
ated to Mary come pilyrims from all parts. A contenporary
writer states:

Hacs is said thore every day and even several tines
a day, to satisfy the people's devotion to Our Lady of
Bon Jecours. People so there in procession in times of
public calamity and these pilorimares are productive of
blessed results., Each evening the pious people wend
their way thither, few are the pood Catholics from all
parts who do not meke promises and offerinss to this
chapel when in danger or necessity. I meution these
facts to show that the birth of this devotion is due to
the gzeal of JSister Bourgeoys for the honour of the
Mother of God., Unable by herself to accomplish these
results, success cver attended her undertakingas, She
is capadble of achieving every work by which Cod nay bLe
glorified; spiritual and temporal affairs always prosper
in her hands because it is %he love of Our Lord that
inspires and enlightens her/,

These pilgrimages continue even to this dayj one of the time-
honoured traditions of the Community is the anmual pilgrimage
held on May 24, the feast of Our Lady of (Good Help, when more
than three hundred sisters set out before dawn to assist at

the Mass offered at the shrine for their special intentions,

7 Soeur Morin, Ann de L'iotel-Di
Margaret M, Drummond, The Life ar L1 Tar; t Bourreovs,
Boston, Anrel Cuardian 907, De
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Thus, almost three centuries later is conmemorated one of
the works begun by Mother Bourgeoys.
The soclal group worker organizes end supervises
recreational and avocational activities of a group.
o » « She instructs porticipants in handicraft arts
guch a8 wood-carving, weaving and rug masking. She
2o pronote the dovelophent of social Aptstudeels
promno elopment of soclel aptitudes®©.
Margaret Bourgeoys anticipated formal group work in
Canada when, in 1658, she estsblished the External Congreg-
ations While her work was primerily with the younger children
of the colony she realized that there were nany clrls too old
to attend her classes and yet who were sadly in need of her
care, Many young women, too, had married almost beflore
attaining adolescence and Margaret's motherly heart longed to
help them in their inexperience, Her zeal found the perlect
answer to the problem in the establishment of an Hxternal
Congregzation, This was a socieby wmodelled on similar ones
she had known in France and of whose worth she was convinced.
In 1628 the Sisters of the Congregation de Hotre-Dome in
France, a cloistered community, had established 2 house in
Troyes, Margaret's birthplace. Frevented by their clolster
from teachinr and performing works of charity among the poor,
they Lad ectablished an asscclation ol younpy lndles who would

gladly devote themcelves to these jeod works, Those who

8 U.S8, Buaployument Service, Sog

Dictionary of Occupationad Iitles, p. 026,
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belonged to the society lLook no vows and made no promises,
but simply asssembled on certain days to perform certain acts
of pietys and to plan and execute charitable undertakings,
Margaret had been profect of one such group and felt that a
like organization would Le of iuvestimeble worth in Ville Marie,

Accordingly she organized on July 2, 1058, a society
known as the Bxternal Congregation under the title of Hotre-
Dame~de~la-Victoire, This was the forerunner of all socleties
of the Children of Mary, Sodalities of Our Lady, and Alumnae
groups of Conveuts and Colleges in Conada. It e«ists to-day
under the same title in Montrealga

This society was conmposed of young nerried women and
the older pgirls of the colony., They met each Sunday and holy
day, periormed certain relipgilous exercises and planned various
good works, 1t gave the members an opportunity to meet and
discuss their problems, to enjoy pisasant and wholesocwme recre-
ation, and, above all, it gave Hother Bourpeoys the opportunity
to sive them the advice and guidance they so¢ sorely needed in
their difficulties,

MHayyraret, herself, presided at these reunions, thus
fulfilling the role of the group leader. JShe listencd to their

problems, encouraged the often-discouraged youn; molhers, juve

9 listory of the Gonsresation, Vol, L, p. 222
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wise advice, and, by word and example, taught them to sanct-
ify themselves that they night sanctify their families, In
France the aim of the External Congregation had been to
complement the work of the cloilstered religious; in Canada
Margaret Bourgeoys intended it to prepure good Clhristian
mothers, a truly Christlian society, and a great Christian
nation, By it, she not only preserved the young women from
many moral dangers to which they were exposed, but she also
encouraged in them such virtue that from this group cane
several religious vocations for her institute,

Despite much opposition, for many bellieved that the
assenblies of this congregation were of 1little value, Margaret
considered them next in importance to her tesching, and affirmed
that she would always continue them, stating thet il they did
no other pood than to prevent one sinrle soul from committing
a sin, she would consider that anple reward for any incon-
venionce they caused her, She sarnestly begped her sisters
to continue this work -- a request to which they lhave ever
been faithful, In every school taught by the Congregation
sisters one oy the most active and flourishing societies is
that of Our Lady's Sodality, the first of which was begun
three centuries ago in Canada with the foundation of Hotree

Dame-de-la-Victoire,
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Can the title of group leader be denied Margaret
Bourgeoya? Had she not fulfilled that rola when in 1658
she assumed leadership of this group? She may not have been
the "trained" leader demanded to-day, but she was trained in
the ways of virtue and wisdom, JSo strong was ner uplifting
influence that according to Pére Charlevoix the women of the
colony were superior to the men. Long after her death, he
vas to write:

If o this day there prevail in Canada 50 great a

pentleness in the manners of all classes of socliety

and 8o wmuch charm in the intercourse of life, it is

owing in great measure to the zeal of Sister Bourgaoysloo
Was not this proof that she furthered the soclal betterment not
only of the individual but of an entire nation?

In spite of all her vigilance and zeal Margsret was
well aware that lervour fast fades gnd that under the stress
and strain of daily life her pupils, young and old, nlght 1039'
sicht of the “one thing that nmatters®. To meet this challenre,
her keen initiative asnd unflagging zesl found another outlet
in the opening of her home to women and pirls for the puwrpose
of closed retreats. ''ives, mothers, osnd young girls, rich and

poor, came back to her, and in hser sracious way, Lhrough kind

10 Pdre Charleveix, Higtoire du Canada quoted by
Marperet M., Drummond in TI ife and Timas~nf Venerable M rraret
Bouryeoys, Boston, Anvel Guardian Press, 1907, p. 70.
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advice and wise warning she taught them again the sreat
lessons of plety, fidelity to duty and renerous self-
sacrifice, Thus the first closed retreats ever to be held
in Caneda owe their existence to the enlightened leadership
of Margaret Bourgaoysll.

Here apgain is shown the wise influence of the truly
Catholie group leader. Iver alert for the spiritual better-
ment of others, she saw far below the surface of things into
their real meaniny and scope, visuaslizing not only the present,
but slso the future and its need. Uy moulding the minds and
wills of the present group she wae influencing future reners-
ations whom they in turn would be destined to influence,

Another proup of people awakened pity in the heart of
Margaret Bourgeoys, There were in the colony many young girls
of the poorer classes whose nothers, either too burdened, or
themselves too ignorant to instruct their children, had failed
to give their daoughters even the most elementary training.
Growing up in idleness, they faced a fubtwe which Leld for
them only material and spiritual misery. They reached
marriasze absolutely irnorant of any houwsehold accouplishments,
Mother Bourgeoys soucht Lo remedy thic situation Ly establish-

ing in 1676 at Pointe~-Suint-Charles an "ouvrolir” or industrial

11 History of the Congregation, Vol. 2, p, 198,
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achool in a house given by M, de Maisonneuve for that purpose.
Thies was called La Providence, Here twenty ycung ladies were
asgembled, given a Christian formation and taught a trade and
handicraft whereby they might earn an honest living, They
were trained in the manual works sulted to their needs, spin-
ning, weaving, sewing, dressmaking ~-

ﬁiéyarar le "pot", le pendre o la crémailldre, tramfer

soupa, faire de la couturg et du raccomnodage, {iler
les guenocuilles, en un mot, esre fﬁmfﬁ de colon, tenir
un menage et dlever des enfants. . .
all this was included in the program of that primitive school
of household arts destined to be the first of all such training
schools in Caneda,
S0 successful was this establishment that it merited
hipheat praise from civil and religicus suthorities. M. de
Denonville then governwr-general of Canada reported:
Jtai trouvé & Ville Marie, en 1'ile de Montréal un
établissenent des soeurs de la Congregation, qui fait
du grand bien 4 toute la colonie, et en outre un établis-
sement de filles de la Providence rui travaillent toute
ensemble., Elles pourront commencer quelque manufacture
de ce sotd-la §i vous avez la bonté de Leur fuire quel.jue
gratificationl .

Bishop de Saint-Vallier was no less appreciative., On

his visit to Montreal in 1058 he had remarked the =reat good

12 Dom Albert Jamet, Margaret

goys, lonureal,
La Presse Catholique, Panamiricaine,

~Vol. 1, p. 319.
13 History of the Conmresatlon, Vol. 1, p. 329.
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accomplished by La Providence, So impressed was he with
the work done by this group that he wished to have a similar
inatitution established in his episcopal ¢ity. He wrote to
Mother Bourgeoys asking her to undertake the foundation
Jugeant que les soeurs de la Congrépation, dont Dieu
se plaisait & bénir toutes les entreprises, étaient
seules capables de le former et de lui donner le
meme espritst,
Two sisters, Sister Barbler and Sister Crolo were sent by
Margaret Lo begin the work in a house provided for that
purpose by the bishop., Though intended primarily for the
Freach girls, records show that Indian girls were also
received,

M. de Denonville and Bishop de Saint-Vallier occupying
widely different pesitions in life had widely different view
points. The foruer, charged with the nanagenent of publie
affairs,; saw the materisl and social advantaces of La
Providence; the latter, entrusted with the care of souls,
saw the spiritual blessings L{lowing from it,

The influernce of this group, la Frovidence, cannot
be over-estimated, liaterially, the colony .ereofited, for
tlirough the execellent training given the young - irls they
were able to make their homes Lealthier and haoppler, Spirit-

ually it improved, fur through the lessons taurht by both

3, V@lu 19 Ps 3300
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word and example the moral tone was preatly heilstened, The
first Leglon of Decency in Dress owes its existence to this
group, For some years the love of dress had so penetrated
all ranks of society that the rules of good Laste and nodesty
were only teoo freguenily violated, The ladies of Quebec and
Montreal vied with each other in style and extravagance.
Monseipneur de Laval had denounced the scandal of such conduct,
and in his pastoral letter of 1686 he had forlidden the
Bacraments to any one immodestly clad, The giris belonging
to La Providence were thoroughly feminine and copled the
fashions as far as they possibly could, DBy their good example
and wise advice Hargaret and her sisters gsucceeded where the
Bishop and his priests had failed, for on June 12, 1686, on
the eve of the feast of Corpus Christi the zirls having liatangd
to an instruction as to the best way of celebrating this feast,
voluntarily remounced worldly and extreme abttire, pledsing
themselves bto dress henceforth simply and modestly. Thelir
example quickly spread throughout the diocese, giving another
proof of the powerful iniluence exerted on the lives oi young
CGanada by this unobtrusive nuntd,

Another group actavity in which Marraret Bowurgeoys
engaged and which most certalnly bore rich fruit for God and

country was in answer to Lhe repeated demands for sisters tvo

15 History of the Conmreration, Vol. 1, p. 330,
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teach in the country districts. She had ne teachers to give
to the requirements of the hour; she organized a training
class for young women who aspired to be schoolmisiresses,
They met in their spare time at the convent, and Marpgaret
undertook to prepare them for their work, The iustruction
was Simple indeed; emphasis was laid on the teaching of
catechism and the preparation of children for their Firet
cmmmunianlé
It was in 1684 that the first Normal School in history
was begun at ltheims by John Baptlist de la Salle. Nore than
likely Mother Bourgeoys had never even heard of it, but in
her own practical way she devised a plan to train others who
might help to extend her work where she was not sble to go,
We shall not call her undertaking s "Hormel School" --the
name wag net even invented in her day -- but, hovever rudim-
antary the training, the principle underlying it was the
seme as that which called into being the Normal Schools of a
later date, Distinguished educators, hovever, do clalm fopr
Margarett's primitive training school the honour of prosenitor=-

ship for Normal School VWork in Canadat’,

16 Hisgory of the Gonmrerstions Vol. 1, p. 169,

17 J.B, Meilleur, Mémorial de 1'Education, Ju@bec,
Desrosiers, 1876, p. 63 qﬂOt&% by 5. O iﬁn&tius Tovie, in
%ggguar&te Bourseoys, aud her Q@ﬁwvawat?ﬂa; juebee, Garden

i‘by €88, 1940, Pe 108,
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By this activity Mother Bourseoys fulfilled very
definitely the work of a group lsader, for what has more
contributed to the social betterment of the eouniry than the
formation of this group, the influence of which can scarcely
be estimated.

S5till other groups Margaret organized, fulfilling in
each the role of the group leader. One of her zreatest
devotions was to the Blessed Bucharist and she sought in
every way possible to {urther that c¢ult in the colony. To
her and the pious recluse Mlle Jeanne LeBer,; is owed the
foundatien of the first soclety of Porpetual Adoration in
Canadalﬁ. After a lapse of nearly three hundred years this
organigation still exists at the Mother House, There Our
Lady's daughters continue to carry on this beautiful devotion,
replacing each other day and night hefore ths Tabernacle --
a custon which has doubtless brought untold blessings on the
city of Ville Marie, for which Mother Bourseoys toiled and
prayed sc iucessantly.

Marraret Bourrsovs and Jeanne LeBer shared the sano
solicitude for deserted shrines, nerlected altars, and for

destibtute priests lacking fine linens aud precicus vessels

18 History of the Consratation, . 336,
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sultable for use in the Divine Mysteries, Frow their fusion
of thoughts and desires sprang the work of Tabernacle Societies
in Csnadal?, Mother Bourpreoys eathered a rroup of volunteer
workers who pladly cave of their free time Lo sew linens and
embrolider vestments., Some of their handiwork may still be

seen at the Mother House in Montreal, The Tabernacle societies
of to-day carry on with undiminished fervour the work begun
three hundred years ago by Mother Bourgeoys.

In the work with les Filles du Roi which has already
been discussed under case work can it not be assumed that
Mother Bcurgeoys fulfilled the role of group leader nlso?

Here she worked effectively vwith individuals who formed a
rgroupe. Her aim was to prepare these younr wonen to becone

the homenakers of the colony. Was not this a soclully desire-
able objective? Since the sroup leader must know the community
in which he works, who better than lother Bowreoys knew the
conditions of the country and the unlimited demarnds wvhich would
be made upon these lubure :wthers, By aer wdercianding
lendership she asalwuacated this wroup o rirls into a unit
desirous o working Luaraouiously to prowoic the nest Inlerests

of their immediate suarroundings,

19 ___.L.LIb d L] 3o 3370
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In these group organizatlons Marparet went rfurther
than the ordinary sroup worker who is satisfied with improving
participants physically. Jhe did that, but much more than

hat, for she lLad ever before her the spiritual welfare of tho
colonists, and no sacriflice was considered too «reat Lo further
their rood, Moreover she sourht ways and neans vherebhy she

and her sisters, as well as their house and pessessions,

mizht all serve to [urther the reipn of Christ,

The stimulus she pave Lo the orrpanization and endeavours
of all these various group activities justifies us in contending

that Margaret Bourgeoys was outstanding in her role as a soclal

group worker,



CIIAPTER III,~
MARGARET DBCURGEOYS3, IHMATITUTIOHAL WOLKER

We have defined and discussed the social case worker
and the social group worker znd have attempted to prove that
Margaret Bourgeoys may Justly claim both titles, There still
remaing ancther category under which the soclial worker is
clagsified, that of the institutional worker. Here, too, it
ls proposed to show that Margaret Bourgeoys was the pioneer
in this phase of social work in Canada and that she merits
the name of Gatholic institutional soclal worker.

Soclial work is penerally understood to be those
services which are directed towards the alleviation of human
distress, the rehabilitation of the disabled, the self-
maintenance of the individual snd the group of which he is
a part. Some of these public welfare services may be provided
within institutions, some ocutside, a distinctlion wiich led %o
the classification of "indoor" and "outdoor® caaaal. While
this terminology has tended bto disappesr from wmore recent
social work literature, and the nature of its services has
chanped, a considerabile amount of soclal work is carried on

in ingtitutions, Instances of this are the services that are

1 Arthur Fink, fhe Field of Social Vork, lew York,
Holt, 1947, p. 318.
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offered in hospitals for the physically and mentally 111, in
institutions for the feetle-minded, I'or the physically handi-
capped such as the blind, the erippled and the deaf, for
dependent children, for the aged, for the delinquent and for
the c¢riminal,

Institutional work is somewhat a combination of social
case work and social group work, However, it does differ from
them in one important respect. Both cnoe work and group work
deal with people in their natural setting, Institutional work
involves removing them from their ordinary euvironment and
community life for a longer or shorter period. These persons
must make two very important adjustments, first, to become J
accustomed to living according to a fixed routine, and second,
unless they are to remain inmates of the institution for the
remainder of their lives, they must learn some skill or handi-
work which will enable them to later become independent in the
community. The distinctly social side of institutional work
consists in aiding people to make these adjustments, In so
far as the inmate is treated as an individual, he is dealt
with on a case work basis. In instances where he is albsorbed

into the group; group work is being donaga

Awos L. Waruer, wgueen and Harper, Ameriean Charities

and Social Works, Lew York, lHolt, p. 394,
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Institutional work is, then, another important
aspect of social work, It concerns itself with three uis-
tinet groups of individuals, ¢hildren, the aged, and deline
quentsB. Vith the second of tlhese we zhall deal, While this
work is now highly organized and systematized 1t should not
be forgotten that all such sctivity in Canada had its origin
in far-off 1688 when Margaret Bourreoys opened the {irst
General Hospital in Quebec.

Monseipgneur de Saint-Vallisr was imbued with a deep
love of the poor. Aubtiwritative, exacting, severes towards
himself and others, to the poor he was charity itself, In
Canada he had plenty of opportunity to practise this virtue,
for poverty and want were very comumon, and begsars wore
numerous, dseps had been taken Lo remedy this situatlon in
Quebec, when a ~roup ol charitable men lorrmed . soccliety to
help the needy, Under the direction of the parish priest
they collected alméand distributed them among the poor aud
destitute., Though a couperatively recent organization, it
was really doing excellent work. The Bishop nowever had other
designs,

Neor Paris, ab Salpétriére, a successful experiment

had been undertaken., All types of indigent poor had been

3 Qpe Cit.y po 390-455.
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assembled -- rirls and women without means and exposed to a
life of danger and temptation, old men whoe were abandoned and
{11 -~ all were given shelter. ey were taushit some sinple
trade which would preserve them from idleness, enable them to
earn their delly bread, and at the sane time help then to
maintain their self-respect. This foundation was kuown as
n1tHopital-Général®. Very scon in outlying towns and districts
similar institutions were Legun. In Quebec, the new bishop
proposed tofound#gn establishment, modelled on those of Fran;e.
to meet the needs o: Lis diocese., There was much opposition,
particulsrly irom the founders of the society which was alrsady
flourishing, for in this new project they saw the irustruation
of their efforts., Tenaciously, the Bishop held to his ideas;
he imposed his will, and finally succecded in carrying out his
plans,

In the beginning it was a modest foundation. 4 build-
ins wag needed, HMonseigneur had already cedsd one t. the
Congregation sisters for La Providence. Accordin- to him
there was no reason why he should not use thic sor his old
people., Also there was the building used for the cifices of
the already established Society for the Foor; if necessary,
he could use that, In France, charitable women had directed
the undertaking., In Canada, Bishop de Jaint-Voliier ould use

the Sisters of the Congregation. It was not at all their ield
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of work, but it would becone so, Their Letters Patent
authorized them to teach only, Lut evidently the bishop lelt
that he might order the sisters to do as hoe willed. Accord=-
irgly he sumnoned Mother Bourgeoys to Quebec to acquaint her
with his decision’,

Unhesitatingly she complied, and undertook the hazard-
ous journey in the sprins of 1688, On ner arrival, she learned
of the bishop's intentions %o substitute the General Hospital
for the successful La Providence, Though convinced that the
work lay fur bLeyond ulic sphere of her Comunity, lurgoaret's
remarkable spirit of obedience forbade sny remonstrance or
objection. She undertook to cownply with his wishes, and
performed the most difficult tasks to further his desisns,

She swanoned to Juebec Sister Anne Jdioux %o tzake chaorge of the
new institution and did everything in her power to scgulecce
to the bishop's deuands. He in the meantime, had departed for
France, leavins her to cope with the situation.

The first foundablon was extromely poor, .Jejendent as
it was on the alms of the faithful. On nore than one occasion
the sisters and a faithiul helper, Maris Pelletiur, erc of lined
to beg lor their provisdes, When Tinally liun.el neur de Saint-

Vzllier returned from Paris, he had sreat plaas for the future

L Hdistory or the Con~rosmation, Vol, 1, p. 333,
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of his cherished project. He bought the Recollet Convent,
Notre-Dame-des-Anges, and there transferred the sisters and
their charges?,

For four years the Congrepation nung conducted the
General Hospital, striving Lo realize in every Jetail the
bishop's hopes and plans, Here, Mother Bourgeoys' kindness
and zeal were piven full rein, Ever sensible to the needs of
others she was stirred to gsreater efforts by tlieir suifering
and misery. Countless poor can bear witneass to the depth of
her prasstical chority. Thelr nisersble lot was alleviated by
the physical comforts provided nnd their drub sxistence was
brishtened by the fact that they were taurht skills and dand%»
crafts which mads ther a little less dependent. Furthermore,
their apiritual needs sere provided for, and more than one had
cause to bless liargroret Bourrmeoys' rotherly care,.

In 1692 Monocl neur de Saint Yallier secured the
Lettars-patent for the institution {rom the king., e then
decided to entrust it to the cloistered sisters of lotel Dieu
de Saint-Joseph. In the annsls of the Hotel Dieu st llontreal
is found this sntry:

Monseisneur de Saint-Vallier dornna le soin de cette

nouvelle :aison (1'Hopital-Géndral de ucbec) aux soeurs
de la Conmrdégation qul s'en acquittérceut fort bien tant

qutelles en furent chargées, Mais Sa Grandeur it le

projet dés ltannie 1692 d'en Ster les sgeurs de la Connré-
ration, et d'y mettre des Hospitsnlidres®,.

5 History i the Consremacion, Vol. 1, e 238,

¢ Jeanne Frangoise Juchereau, Les Anuples de 11 i5iol-
Dieu de gqucbee, Ferisse Freres, 1853, Vol, 1, ;. Z3i.
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Vhatever the motive of the Bishop in making the changze 1%

o]

does not detract from the fact that Margmaret Bourzeoys was
the first to begin this type of vork in Canada, This has
been proved by one of her biographers, M, Faillon writes:

Alnsi les socurs de la Congrégation furent 1¥instru-

ment dont la divine Providence se servit pour donner
commencenent a4 1'Hopital-0énéral de Québec, ou tant de
rersonnes délais:.ces devalent trouver des rassources
asgugées contre %a mig ge, at de moyens abiondants de
sanctification et salut/,
Is not this statement proof tlnt Marrmaret Bourpeoys was the
pioneer of institutional vork in Canada? True, her work nirht
suffer by comparison with modern organization and techniques,
but what it may have lucked in these respects it certainly
excelled in the spirit which inspired it,

While the nodern home for the ared concerns itesaelfl
primarily with the physical nceds ol the irmetes, MHother Bour-
rFeoys, no less solicitous for that, kept ever to the fore the
all important gquestion of the spiritual welfare of her charges.
Many & honeless, helpless individual found in her che conforter
and consolor of his last days, while others sought and obtained
courage to fuce the hardships of their niseruble lives. To

her, the corporal and spirituzl works of nercy went hand in

7  Btlenne Il Paillon, Yie de la Sovur Hoursooys, Parls,
Périsse Frares, 1853, Vol., 1, p. §§§q
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hand, and she was ever mindful of the divine words "As long
as you did it for one of these, the least of My Brethren,

you did it for Me®, Undoubtedly, she contributed all the
spiritual strength and wealth of her generous heart and

nind to the work she had been asked to undertake, Her one
aim was to ever procure the glory of God through working for
His poor. 3Surely no one can be more truly called the Pioneer
Catholic Social Institutional Worker of Canada,



CORCLUIION

¥We who so readily take social work for pranted need
to be reminded that while its terms and technigue may be
comparatively modern, its philosophy and practice resch
back to very early days. Its roots may be found in the life
and literature of ancient peoples, and it found formal expres-
sion in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, There is a
tendency to-day to say "soclial" instead of "charitable"
works., "Social™ may indicate more organized and probably
more lasting actlion, yet the old Catholiec word "charitable®
has the deeper value of emphasizing that the work is essen- ‘
tially personal; it is for individusl nen, women, and children,
and it is a service rendered by human beingzs inspired by love
of their fellownen, not the product of an organized activity,
It is hecause of tlls essentially rersonsl slement
in her work, that we claim for Merpgaret DBourreoys the title
of Catholie Social Vorker, For those, who viewing the present
day organization of social work in Ganada, renmerbering the
past, must revere in her the spiritual sources of faith rmd
charity that made God's blaessing nanifest on her undertakings

and enabled her to achleve such great thincg for His ~lory,
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The social worker, it has been pointed out, is
distinguished by very definite characteristics, and is
classified according to her special training and aptitudes,
Hence we have the Case Worker, the Group Worker, the
Institutional Worker, each concerned with nis own little
sphere oif activity. Mother Bourgeoys, we contend, was all
three, interested in every individual, indefatigable in her
efforts to rendser herself "all things to all men" that she
might lessen physical privations while furthering the
spiritual welfare of those Tor whom she toiled,

The family case worker is distinguished by her
interest in the family, in meintaining its unity, and in
helping to solve problems which threaten lts very existence,
Has it not been proved effectively that Mother Bourgeoys
was, par sxcelience, the family social worker? Who, nore
than she, showed interest in the maintenance of the family,
indead more than that, did she not acsist iy its very
foundations Ly the establishment of the foyer, when she
get and sheltered the "Filles Jdu Roi", in her work in nmar-
riare counselling and juidance? Vas not her literest nost
strikingly shown when she continued to direct the younsg wives
and mothers, eucouraging them and suctaining them in the
hardships of their pioneer life? What social worker can

claim to know so intimately and to meet po effectively the
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needs of the families as did Mother Bourgeoys, visiting as
she was accustomed to do daily every home, rendering the
humblest services, considering nothing too menial if it but
helped her cherished colonists, 3he probably did not thinkg
of it as social work -- the words would mean nothing to her,
but she did know and understand very well the ilnport of
charity, and after all, what is soclal work properly under-
stood but the expression of that sublime virtue?

The social) worker is interested in the welfare of
children, seeing that they are placed in the proper type of
foster home, and that they are physically well cared for,

Who nmore than Mother Bourgeoys loved little children? Vhot
greater interest could possibly be shown than by her adoption
of them into her own home, lavishing on thom 4ll the love of
her motherly heart? We have records of but few of the little
ones rescued by her from wisery and neglect, for lother Bour-
zeoys had scant time to meke note of her good deeds, but we
do have enough to prove very conclusively that children
occupied a very prominent place in her thoughts, and that a
large part of her work was concerned with thelr welfare,

For what other rezson bad she come {rom France and sscrificed
all that she cherished, if not for the sake of sstablishing
gchools wherein they might be taught thse priceless lessons of

religion? ¥While the actual social aspects of her work way not
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be perceived today, surely the teaching order she founded
and which still strivee for the sanctification of souls
and for the moral betterment of young women must stend as a
wonument to the zeal and charity of a truly valiant ‘.oman,

The social worker nust have an eficctive knowledge
of people and the skill u¢ .ork with them, Vst vords better
describe Mother Bourgeoys during tie forty-seven years of lLer
life in Ville Marie? Unless che had possessed tnese character-
istics it would be impossible to esxplain the accouplisiment of
guch tremendous undertakings. It is almost incredible the
amount of work she did crowd into her busy days, but she was
able to do 8o only because she could inspire others with her
own burning zeal, Everyone, men, women, children, the great
and the humble responded to the stirmulus pgiven hy her daunt-
less courage and intrepid energy, Her genius for organization
seemed to know no limits, The External Con-rewition with'its
immense power to influence entire families; La Providencs,
wherein young women were trained not only for & wseful caresr,
but for their roles of makers of homes; the bullding of Notre-
Dame-de-Bon-Secosurs chapel; the establishment of the lay retreat
movement in Canada are but instances of her endeavours, Luauves,
too, the influence for rood exerted L'y her in 1686 uhen, Ly her
inspiration, the pupils ol La Frovidence pledied chenvelves ©o

combat indecency in dress, The work of Tsbernacle Soclelics,
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80 beneficial to the poor missions while at Lhe sane time
fulfilling the aim and purpose of mroup orpaiizations, was
due Lo her initlative, as well as the inauw-uration of Perp=
etual Adorstion of the Blessed Sacrament in Canazda, In all
these undertakings she showed her self a true social rroup
leader,

With the ecstablishment of the Beneral Hospital in
Quebec which was destined to do Zo much rood for the sbandoned
and destitute old people, Mother Bourpecys began institutlional
work in Canada, Here, too, she manifosted all ihe quolific~
ations of the trus suciel worker, Jor she ;eve unstinlingly
of herself, Ler time, even sacrificed lLer better Judenent,
knowing the work to be beyond the sphere ol her community.
Blessed by the spirit of sacrifice wilch ever prompited her,
the project flourished under her care as long as FProvidence
willed her to conduect L4,

A1l tlhese activitlies cuphasize the fuet tlhat Margaret
Bourreoys wag pre-erinkently the social vorker of her time,
There was nothing she was ot willing to undertabe when
convinced thabt it was for the rlory of God and the nod of

souls., Hers and hers alone was the glorious <lssion of

Famte

formins wives, mothers und teachers for Ville lirie, &
mission in which she fulfilled in every sence o. the vord

the role of the social worker; & mission ir which she uvert
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much further, for while the social worker gives of her time
and her talents, these are but external things. ilargarest
gave these, but more than that, she gave the best of her

mind and heart. The former gifts she gave lavishly; the
latter no less generously. This made her the truly noble
woman, loyal and kind, who loving God so devotedly, ministered
to the poor, the weak, and the ignorant with such depth and
tenderness that she must ever be ranked as teacher, educator,

benefactress and pioneer social worker of Canada.
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APPENDIX 1

~BITRACT OF

Marraret Bourpeoys, Pioneer Social Worker of Canada

In this thesis we have attempted to justify the title,

Margaret Bourgeoys, Pioneer Catholic Social Worker of Canada,
Socilal wvork has been delined according to the modern
interpretation of the word; its main divisions have been givenj
the difference between Cathollic sccial work and social work
in general has been stated, and the yualiiications, training,
and functions of the social worker have been outlined,
¥With these ideas clearly established, the work of
Margaret Bourgeoys has been examined and classified according
to the generally uccepted divisions of gsocial work. One chap-
ter each has been devoted to the study of Margaret Bourzeoys
as Case Worker, Group VWorker, and Institutional Worker,
Defining Case Worker and discussing the requisite
gqualifications and characteristics, it was pointed out that
by her intense interest in the development of the colony as
manifested by her care for its abandoned little ones, the
reception and sheltering of the Filles du Roi, the preparation

of young women for their future role of wives and mothers, the
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arran-ing of good marriaes, advising and puiding the newly-
established families, llarparet Bour jeoys very definitely
fulfilled the ofice of the truly Catholic Social Worker,

By vho establishment of such wvarious rmroup activities
as the restoration of the Jross on lount doyal, the building
of Notre-~Dame de Bon-Becours Church, the founding of La
Providence, the formation of the Sxterunal Conoresation, the
ectablishment of the lay-retreat rovement, Marcarel proved
herself to be an efficient group leader,

With the foundavion of the General Hospital in
Quebec where Mother Bourgeoys?! urdent charity found outlet
in her care of the aged and indicent poor, it was contended
that she manifested all the ;ualities of the true instit-
utlonal worker,

A1l these activities, whorein Marparet Bourreoys
rave freely of herself, her time, her every faculty of soul
and body to the service of others in works intended primarily
tor the *lory of Cod and the -ood ¢f :5uls, emrhasize the

fact that she was preeminently the social wvorker of her

time.



