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Criminal' career research is a nove! approach'to the prdblems of
crime causatmn and changes in human behavnoura.l patterns over w'ne. Many "
cnmmologxsts and behavnoural sc.xamsts are mtngued by the potentlal of this .
new approach Crlme is a major concern of most Canadians. Numerous-
ef}forts have been _made by Canacha.n authorities .:o control_ cnme.‘ These
“efforts could be enhanced by -empirical studies which -focus on criminal® |

. careers. ‘- L

THE APPRO,ACH o ‘

- The study focuss 1ts attent:on on. 187 oﬁenders who were arr&sted '

within the Ottawa Police jurisdiction durmg 1981. Th_ese offen_ders ‘were.
selected on the basis of the nature of their. 1.981 arrest.". T}ie're'u'rere ten '

: categorna of oﬁenca which led to their selecnon. homxc;de, rah a.rmed
robbery, robbery, assault, break and enter, auto theft, theft over $200 theft

- ynder $200 and fraud. The selection of cases ‘was made by the ra.ndom ’
saturated sampling method. The data-on arrests were gathered from ofﬁcxal .
criminal records avaﬂable at the Ottawa Pohce. ) n ’ .
The sample of 187 offenders is a rea.sonab[y sansiactory sample by

usual standards of quanntatwe analys:s to perrmt meamngful mierenca

" about the’ greater populanon of apprehended offenders.. The selectmn of

cases from major types of crlme as classmed in. the pohce records was N
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made.prir;\érﬂf in order to'study a cross section of the criminal population ﬁn
the City of Ottawa. A subsample .of twenty career offenders was se-lected
from the 187 offenders for the purpose of studying career patterns, offence
* seriousness and flesistanée in a criminal career.-

N

The quality of information gathered, being conﬁ'nec‘i‘ to official
records only repfesents a small fraction of the total criminal activity that is
~actually taking place. MOI'EOVEI;, the study provides very limited information
"* on the Eriminals' social background. The study iS confined to the ;alysis of
‘ some of the _va.riabia- related to’ érimel like sex, chronicity, age, velocity,
crime type specialization, seriousness a?d criminal justice response.
'Th_e findiﬁg’s Bf the research are listed \be-low.p '
| f Lo Sex. The‘study has found that the females accounted for only
fwen.ty percent of all criminal arrests by the police in the
sample. ‘Female§ were not only involved in .armed robbery,
robbery and break and entries but_swere cap:-xlble of brutal
assaults;. They weré, however, mostly, involved in property
offences and minor offences. Or{ly lten per cent of men and
twenty per cent of women were arrested for committing violent
gifences. In view' o.f‘ the iery l_irﬁited number of females in the
s;émﬁle;_ one should ' be .‘wary ‘not to make any hasty
e - géﬁerali_zati_ons aboﬁt the gro@ing 'probensit'y to violence among
_ women.. . . |

o owe



Offender Clromcxty' ' The study found that the chronic
offenders teﬁded to be in t'he ag'é‘ gféﬁp eighteen to twenty-one.
The juvemls in Ott;wa, were rclanvely less active. |

Age: a) Age oi Onset. A close association. has been found
between -early onset and long crm'imal carecrs. Thls is snmdar
to the- fmdmgs of Gluecks (19~'43) and Robln (1964). The mean

age of onset, was mneteen in Ottawa, whl.lc in the Ohm study

the mean age of onset was. only 14.

b) Initial Type of Crime.’ ‘_fh'e initial type of crime committed

by most offenders in Ottawa was leSs si:ribﬁs minor offences.

This fmdmg is consistent thh he f:ndmgs of Wolfgang (1972),

Farrington (1979}, and Petersili
c) Desistance. The peak age of chronicity in this study w_a.s
between eigﬁteen and twenty-one. This is similar to the
findings of Gluecks (1943, 1950), Healy and Bronner (1926) and
Petersilia et al. (1977). They found that the rate of offending
increased from adolescence to twenty years and decreased
uuformly up to thirty years \vhen there was a likelihood of
desistence. lnstead of desistence at .thxrty years we found a
stabilisation in criminal activity between thirty and thirty-

three years and an increase after thirty-four years..

c) Probability of Arrest. This was high between eighteen and

twenty-one years. Peterson and Braiker and Polech (1980) found
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" the. arrest r_at'e high for the juvenile category. The juvenile

© arrests in Ottawa were relatively low.

Velocity of Offences: The Ottawa study has found 'thq't street

' _ time dgcréa.';ed with the increase in the length of 'criminal

.caree_rs'. These findings were similar to those of Hamparian et

+ . al. (1978). The mean street time in Han-'tparian's study was 9.3,

the Qttawa mean street time too was 9.3 months.

" Crime Type Specxahzatxm There was little evidence of

R gffgnder specialization. This finding is similar to those of

Petérsiiia (1978),‘Harolrll- Frum -(1958) and F&ri,ngton et al.
e, ‘

. {1979). The evidence was that a small proportioﬁ of offenders

tended to lirﬁi;_themsélves. to a specific type of offence.’

' Seriousness of Crimes: ‘The Ottawa study has found a -

. Systematic progression'of seriousness with time.. Studies by

Sha:hnon (1978a, 1978b), Wolfgang et'.'.al. (1972), and' Collins

(1977} did not find a progression in seriousness with age. -

Criminal Justice Response: a) The Police. The study has

~ confirmed that discretion plays an important. part in. police'

work. But discretion is not being utilised in preventing crime or

diverting the offender away from. the criminal justice system.

This is especially so with the juveniles.

'b) The Judiciary. The courts seem to play an important part in

educating the criminal in the finer points of the offences

committed by them. - Further through the judicial proceedings
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-the cnmmal jusnce system exposes ns own weaknesses to the_,

offenders. These’ only make the of\fender more confxdent r.he}.
" they can avoid apprehensxon in the future. _

c) The Prisons. They, too, add to the process of educatmg the

cnmmal in his trade. Thls is. a proces of "dlﬁerennal

association" of - crxm:_nals in the pnsons. Most offenders in
, ‘pnsons are smd to be’ property oﬁenders in Canada. Hence, the

knowhow avaxlable in pnsons should be best ih property

offenca, thus. perpetratmg theu' populanty among oﬁenders.

CONCLUSIONS

These findings may'bé 'rqgai;'d;a as-hy_‘ppthesés to guide ful"thel{ etforts
in achieving the undelzstanding of ci:imiha] ca.ree;'s .

Research is necessary to reflect s;ocio‘—economic.vari'ables of. crime.
What most studies r;veal is just the tip of ‘t‘he icg:be;g Bf_cf'ini::e'in pur society.
Criminologists should pursue.tﬁe t_:.fforts.of some past 'research'ers. who lived

among criminals, and learned to understand them.

- 13



INTRODUCTION B

Criminology has long been 'eoheemed with the problem of crime ‘
causation. Answers to this problem have “been from, a:\uide 'variefy of
dxsc;phnes, including psychxatry, socxology, phxlosophy, geography, bxology
and economics. The complexxty of theories and the:r interrelations defies.’
syntheszs mto a general theory of crime. :

Consadenng the dynamn: nature of human behaviour and the array of
" humon activities regarded as criminal, it :s—lpt surprising that a neat
1denn£1canon of causes is difficult. Cnme is a. sxgmﬁcant problem confron-"
ting the Canadian people. Accordlng to a number of public opxmon surveys .
conducted during the last decade, the majority of Canadxans rated cnme as
their ma]or problem next to unemployment and inflation {Canada, Selected
Trends, 1981) The Research les:on of the Ministry of the Sol;mtor General o

has four\d that property and viclent crime in Canada have increased threefold

" inthe last decade (Canada, Trafﬂc and Cnme E.nforcement Statistics Annual,
1981). Federal expenditures for police, corrections and courts .too have
increased ‘threefold "during this -period (Demers, 1979). The cost of
incafceration per person per year in Canada is $38,000 which is two and a
half times that of the Umted States. The raté of incarceration in“'C:an:;da

(half that of The United States) is higher than in .most European and

Cornmonwealth Countnes W‘med Trends, 1981).

W




Efforts have been rnade by the Canadxan authormes to control crime

" and federal qxpendxturs by zmprovmg the eﬁectxveness of the Canadian

: pohce, courts and correctmna.l services. (Selected Trends, 1981). It is

possxble that efforts to -eontrol cnme _may be successful Iong before causes

.. are fully understood Recent attempts at close scrunny of the life histories

N

'_of of!enders from cnmmal records have enhanced the understanding of

cnmmahty as a process The Ottawa cnrrunal career research was cohducted

- on 187 randomly seiected oﬁenders .arrested by Ottawa Pohce in 1981. This

L study is an effort to mderstand__cl'nhunal career patterrs of offenders

o

arrested in the Clty of Ottawa. o
The first two chapters establish the theoretical framework for the
study. In Chapter ‘| the general chargctenstxcs of criminal careers are
discussed in light of major findings in the field of criminal career research.
The second ehapter preoents_,,a literature review concerning a number of -
_gnables and selected issues in criminal career research.
. The third chapter dea.ls with the methodology followed in the Ottawa
study. The findings of this. study are presented in Chapters IV and V.

| Chapter V1 compnses the conclusmns and lmphcauons of the study.
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“

DEFINITION OF CRIM!NAL CAREERS

' G1bbons defmes cnme as an "mtennohal act or omlsslon m vnolatlonf '
of cnmmal law (statutory and case e, L law) c:ommltted thhout deIense or'
e jusuﬁcatlon and sanctxéned by the state as as felony or. mlsdemeanor," .
(anbomvs, p- 39). The term cnmmal wauld therefore refer to all persons L

‘who v:olate the Crxmmai Code regardless of whether or. riot they-. are-. R

.
convicted or otherwnse proc\ed in the cnmmal justxce system.

\ R
Gwynn Nettler efmes careerfas-"the path Qne takes, or the course.

[ ’

.one runs...;" (Nettler, 1981, p. 2). ‘The idea of a_career ‘comes from the Latin -
“ word for a carri'ag.e i'i:’ad " The Oxib‘rd' English D.ictienary‘ défines caréer as

]. the _ground on which-a race is run....3. by extensnon a runmng course". K

(usually implying a S\Mft motlon).... 5. a persons course or progress through

life (or a distinct port}on of life)....", (Oxiord Enghsh Dictionary, 1933, pp-

116-117).

< The distinguishing characteristic of criminal career research ‘is its .

concern with chahge"s in ‘behavioural b‘a_ttérns.gver time. This type'dt

research is focused on the offender and not on isolated criminal acts that®he

~ commits. A primvary' objective- is the determination 6f the freqqenpy'ahd

i



' senousness of an lnd:vndual's crrm:nal acuvxty over nme (Peterslha, et al.,‘ o

| .'_197-7) Pred;ctwn of offender behavlour ‘can be made on the basu; of thetr'-:" -

. "'crimma[ htstones to determme those posmg the greatest threat. to pubhc o

. Ar,saIety. These stud;es can also determme the sanct:ons recexved by d1fferent

‘ 'v'typa of oﬁenders and could help our understandmg of the umque behav1oUra1 .

'charatter:stxcs of - -criminals who have been arrested by pohce, charged in o

courts and mcarceraxed, although these studxes need not be limtted to_". !
: 'detected otfenders and offences.. ‘ ‘ ' )
The desxrablhty of ~studymg the patterns of . crumnal behavnour of-‘

g ‘ .offenders over time has long been recogmzed. As early as 1893 Otto Kobner

'_decl.ared that, “Correct..sta;tzsncs_nf qffenders can be ,deueloped.on,ly by 3, S

 study of the total life histories of individuals, (Kobher, 1895, p- 670). -'L'aier

.'Georg Von Mayr stated that "y deeper insight - mto the statlstxcs of

-cnmmahty is made possxble by the dlsc.losure of developmental regt:larttles-" '

. whxch mus‘t be sought throughw of the manner in WHJ.Ch cnmmal:ty

’ develops in the course of a human lr!etxme,“ (Mayr, l9l7, p. 425). More

.‘ recently Donald Gibbons has msnsteﬁ ‘that, "Cnmmologxcal attennon ‘myst

" turn away from the study of crime and cnmmals to’ the exammanon of

-~

' ,vanous_types of role career; in cnmmahty,"‘(G:bbons, 1975, p. 13).
o y

v " .o
M [ .

3

* FOUR APPROACHES TO CRIMINAL CAREER'RESEARCH

Regearc:h in criminal careers has taken four different-appiroaehes. .

The first approach adopts the offender's perspective and produces biographies
. . ) ¢ . o S

v



A

A oeummm Boys Own Story (1930). These: studies - revealed the inner

- gt.uded them toward cer‘taln behavmur patterns._

B ‘mdwlduals, devond of a quantxtanve analysls of tAe

T _strivangs of the otfenders as Well as the personal and socxal factors that

g e were lLfe h;stones of

hmxted number of cases.

. A second approach |s based ma,mly on oﬁncxal cnmma.l justice ‘

. ‘l'.assembhng both cnmmal ;usuce and socxal records of ail youfhs born m a

“-to examme such issues as the age of onset and of de515tance from cnmmahty,
. 'as well as. other offender character:stxcs.

‘A th1rd method of cr1m1na1 career a.nalysxs focuses on serious habntual'

'

’. : -,of case stud:es. E.xamples of such studnes are, The Professxonal Thxef by EH.
'- Sutherland, (1937) and The Natura.l Hlstﬂ of ngggnt Careers (1951) and

’

ta._ No generahzanons «

X about the progress of cnmmal careers can be made on the basxs of such a .

. .contact data, socrﬂ records and self-reported mformanon for a specmed '
populatxon.r Notewor‘thy in this respect is the’ cohort study, a method used by '
e 'Wolfgang. F1gho and Sellm (1972) at the Umversxty of Pennsylvama as weu as '

\by Shannon (1973a) and Farr:ngton (1979) The cohort studxes lnvolve‘ :

‘spec:fned year in a g:ven a.rea and who contmued to resnde there through a. L
':certam deﬁned peraod. These studxes can determme the preva!ence and :

o dxstribunon of cnmmal act1v1ty ina gwen populanon. It 1s also a useful way )

'offenders. Thxs analys:s may also be based on both omczal cnmmal )ustxce.
_contact-data, self-reports. or. a comb:natlon _of " the two. " The samples -

N f_re_qoently comprlse :n_carcerated populra,tx_o,n;.-_ The‘use'_ of these_"self-report .
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studies has been undertaken at the Rand Corporation by Petersilia et al.,
(1977), Jan Chaiken and Marcia Chaiken (1981) and Peterson et al., (1980). |
This method of research attempts to provide a more complete picture
of offenders' criminal actnnty than is available 1n police records. Hindelang
Hirshi and Weis (1979) contend that, while there are consnderable differences
between self-reports and eff:c:al records, there is.no systemanc bias toward
either e\'rer-reportj.ng or under-reporting acrbss different types of offences.
The primafy problem \i/ith self-repert studies of incarcerated pepulations lies
“with the sample bias inevitably introduced by the criminal justice system
decisions. Many of the -It':iases. .i.n self-report studies are avoided by the
:ahal).rsis of longifudinal criminal justice contact data. (An elaboration of
these aspects appears in the final chapter on conclusion-s.) This form of
reseerch .hae recently been pursued by William (1979) at the Institute of Law
and Social Research, Elumstein_and Cohen (1980) at Carnegie-Mellon Univer-
sity and Hamparian et al., (1978) in Columbus, Ohio. The use of arrest
histories has the advantage of avoiding the expef\siye 'data collection required‘
for self-report studies, and avoids the pioblem of respondent veracity,
. a_l.theugh c'r"im‘in.a.l justice records ‘have their own reli_abiiity _problems.
Criniinel vjustiee data provide 'inforrﬁatio'n on only a ffaction of each
mdmdual's ofiences and usually prov1de httle mformatnon on h.lS social
' .background (Petersma, 1978). - _ . ' '
A fourth approach has offered the conceptual and theoretical analysns

B devxant and criminal. careers. Par_ncular!x significant are the works of
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Clinard and Qumney (1967) and of Gibbons (1965). These writers stress the
crucial roles of socuety‘s reactions, peer group associations and criminal
opportunities in the initiation of criminal careers. Chnard and Quinney
(1967). have elucidated a number of common characteristics of career
'_ cri'min‘al"s these persons usually engage in crime for gain, and the offender
often sees himself as a criminal and associates exteneively with other
.criminals. With increasing isolation from conventional society, the criminal
ll ‘dev_elope a lifetime careér in crime, planning_his cnme and being aware of
what he is doing. The emphasis in this study was essentially on property .
offenders. A number of attempts have been made fo develop a systematic
typology of property offenders. Gibbons has said that, "Professional heavy
t:riminal.v who engage in robberies and burglaries of various kinds .are‘
d1st1nguxshed from semx-proiessxonal property offenders and ‘one time loser'
" property criminals who also engage in robbenes and related oifences.... ‘the
three vary markedly in terms of criminal expertise demonstrated by the.
respective role incumbents”, (Gibbons, 1935, p. 230). However, '"the -
distinction between professional ‘heavy’ crimittals anc‘l. semi-brofessiotlal
property offenders is actualfy one of degree rather than kind. The di\lriding
line between professnonal and. seml-professwnal property offenders is some-'.‘
what arbitrary", (Gibbons, 1965, p. 268) | |
Among these approaches, cohort studles have, perhaps, provnded the.'_ )
most complete picture of crmunal career development. ‘Ho_wever, whert f_unds. '

for data collection are hmnted, other longltudmal approaches c_art be used.



"BIRTH COHORT STUDIES

Smce birth cohort studies have provzded perhaps the most ‘complete
‘ picture of crlmmal career development, it 15 desxrable to acknowledge a debt
to the already clasaxc work of Wolfgang, Flgl;o and Selhn (1972) The
sxgmﬁcance of the findings of these mvestlgators and thelr colleagues 1s‘
-Irecogrused by most Fesearchers in cnmmology. The power of the method-
ology they have used is nowhere more evxdent than in the hard data that theyA )
) have assembled c:oncermng the chromc rec:dl\nst. The Wolfgang et al., (!972)
" cohort. study deserves, therefore, a detalled elaboratlon. Such an elaboratmn
can 1llumlnate the potentlal of crlmmal careet studles .
The study conducted in 1963 mvolved ah analysns of all males bom in
1945 who lived in Phdadelphla at least from then_' tenth to their elghteenth
| ' blrthdays. 'l'hrough .the us'e of schoo],‘- oolice and selective service files, -t'he
researchers were able to gather data on 9,945 boys. In 1978 they completed a
follow-up of a ten percent random sample of the ongmal cohort (to age
thlrty) The sample consxsted of 975 mdnnduals who were representatwe of
white and non-white delinquents (Wolfgang, 1977)'. _
The variables analysed "included 'r’acef,- socio—economic statys, kQ.,
'school grades and juvemle delinquéncy, as well as criminality. The data‘
collected mcluded knowledge about juvenile (under age "eighteen} and adult
(age eighteen and over) official arrest records ..an_d‘ self—reported off_enses.»
The self-reports were ol':tained from 563 reSpondents'intelrviewed ona var-iety"

* of ltems regarding educanonal .marital, occupatxonal hxstory, earlier gang

A - wit
- 1 f‘
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meinbershlp and soc1a1 psychologch.l vanables. Questxons were also asked_-

~ about "!udden" offences, those whxch were comm:tted, but for whnch the
) subjects were not arrested.l Each person was asked lf and how often-he had
: ) commltted any of twenty-four specmc i:nmes betore age exghteen and after.
hls e:ghtee__nth b:rthday. * The specmc cr!mes ranged from very minor

offences to very‘serious offences (Wo,ligang,-lﬂ??)._ l ‘
The study attempted to examine thé‘-relaﬂorusrﬁps ‘between ags of
the onset 8t crime and the cessation of delmquency. ‘{t also studied persona.l |
-and soc;al charactenstxcs to make compansors between: delu)quents and non-
delmquents. The mvestxgators also apphed wegghted sernousness scores for
each of the offences committed by the cohort sub;ects. s The offence

senousness scores were derived from the work done by Semn and Wolfgang

(1964) in their measurement of dehnquency, a psychologxcal sca.hng study, the '

seriousness scores devote relanve mathemancal wexghts of the gravny. of -

different crimes. After developmg these wexghts the relatxonshxp between.
et age and crime sefiousness was examined. . ln addmon the Study looked at the
llkellhood of offenders swntchmg from one crime to- another, and at crime
M rates and the r_elanonshxp between juvemle;delmsuency and _aou;t_ E
_ crime (Wolfgang, 1977), L S |
| The tindings. of the research - suggest that half ot the. general

_population (at least in urban Ameru:a) wdl exper:ence at ‘jeast one. oﬁxmally.
recorded police contact before they reach thxrty years of age. Forty-seven: .

percent of the 19#5 birth cohort were mvolved-m-a non-_traffn; offerlce by ;
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1975 Twenty-mne percent of those who had pohce contacts were found to_—

be white and 50% were non‘wmtes (Wolfgang 1977).

From the socm—economxc ponnt of view, it was found that twenty—s:x> tT

' percent of the delmquent boys were of htgh economtc status, and 45% from

low ECODOI'I'NC status. The non—wmtes and boys of lower. socm—economtc_ .

status tended to have more senous and frequent contacts with poltce
'throughout thexr careers. Other factors related to such pohce contacts‘
. mcluded a hxgher number of resxdenual a.nd school moves, lower school grades -
and LQ. level (Wolfgang 1977). - B
The charactenstxcs oi ;UVemle crnmmahty were, found to be the most

reliable pred;ctor of an adult crxmmal career. The juvemles who engaged in

serious crime early contmued to comm;t cnmes as- adults. Further, the' o

-ltkehhood of an arrest record between ages nineteen and- twenty—s:x was .43
’for those who were juvemle oﬁenders and .12 for those who were not
' (Wolfga.ng, 1977) |

WIth respect to the age oi onset of cnme or. the nrst arrest 1t was - -

found that the greatest number of ﬁrst arrests (ten percent) occ:urred at the

. age -of seventeeri.’ The percentage of first arrests 1ncreases from age eight to

' seventeen Two percent octurred at- twelve years df age. and eight percent at
sxxteen years. The percentage of arrests decreases frorn ten percent at.
' sevemeen “years to two percent at twenty years and one percent at twenty-' ;

: tgzo years. (Woligang 1977)
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The vast -"majoritii of police arrests involved relatively minor

offenc'e_s. Boys first arre_si:e'd‘ af age thirteen wére arrested more often than
others.' ‘The sécond arrests were often rhose who had first arrests involving
bodily or prop;»_rty harm. Byf‘the seriousriés;s of offences had no seq'uence with
- the number of arrests. ' High degree'c;f variation was usually ‘observved over
the course tqf a 'ca_reer. The stu.dy also did not find any clgar cut types of

.offenders (Wolfgang 1977).

— - The study considered the -aspect of Cr@minal sanctions and found that
“a higher percentage of those who received criminal sanctions as opposed to
non-cnmmai d1sposmons contmued to violate the law. These persons tended

S . to commit crimes that were. more serious and ata h1gher velocity.

"_, The frequency,of arrests was ut:hzed as a principal measure in the

Phl.ladelphla birth cohort study to draw . mferences about the criminality of

vanous groups. Prev:ous studxes in’ crlmmal careers based on official records
also lmply that thqsertousness or 1nten51ty of an of.fender s cnmmal acthty
~' is dxrectly related to the number of occasions on wh1ch he has been arrested.
\_Volfg_ang rhxghhghts th;s aspect in his concluding remarks at the Natlonal.
Syrnposium on .the Sérious Juvér;ile Offender, Depértment of Minnesota in

1977 by statmg, "Perhaps' as meaningful -as anythmg to emerge
from this longitudinal study thus far... is that with
- respect to chronicity of offenders, the juvenile/adult
- statutory . dichotomy has little justification. At
whatever age the chronic offender begins his fourth or
fifth offence. with very high probabilities, and, on the
. average,. the next offence will be an index offence
' nearly half the time...." if the severity of the sanction
is proportionate tc the grawty of the crime and to the '
cumulative history of serious crime, the sanction
'should be similar for chronic serious offenders
whatever their age", {(Wolfgang, 1977, p. 18).
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The}ﬂ’olfgang et al., (1972) birth cohort study hence identified for the
criminal justice system the chronic offender group with which the justice
system should deal in its concern with sericus, particularly personal injury,
offences (Wolfgang, 1977).

->

GENERAL FINDINGS OF CRIMINAL CAREER RESEARCH

Criminal career research 'has been intensified within the United
States and other cé‘untrie;. during the past- teﬁ years.‘ The findings of these
recent studies are tentative, some being at best a majority @aﬂ'd others
reflecting the results of a single investigation. These findings are best
regarded as hypatheses to guide further efforts in achieving an understanding
of criminal careers (Petersilia et al., '1980).

Criminal cafeers usually begin early in life, commonty bétv_veen the

) »
- ages of fourteen and seventeen years. The earlier that criminal activities

begin, the more likely it is that sustained serious‘criminal c'onductv will ensue
in the adult years (Wolfgang 1977). Neverthéless, relativgly fewgim@::/
delinquents become career criminals (Petersilia et al., 1977). B

Less than fifteen percent of_ the -geheral population will be arresfgd
for the commission of a serious crime and 6f these perhaps 50 ‘pgrcent will
never be arrested for another (Wolfgang 1977; Collins, 1977). Only about five
percent of the population will be arrested for the commi_ssién of thrée serious

crimes. But after three arrests by the police have beeri recorded, the

‘prob'ability © that  still another contact will be made is high
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(Wolfge'ng et al., 1972;:Petersilia et al., 1977; Shannon, 1978).

. Criminal careers sometimes begin early as youthful adventures for

'.thrills and exciternent and serve to achieve peer status. They may then be

continued for economic and other reasons. Drug and- alcohol use play

~ significant roles in a majority of criminal careers (Petersilia et al., 1978) and

¥
Sl

‘offenders who are involved with drugs or with both drugs and alcohol

e

_generally commit more crimes over the course of their careers than do others

(Peterson et a.l., 1980)
' At every stage of his career the offender will commit a variety of
offerce types rather than speoallznng ina partlcular kind. The mixture may

shift from one stage to the next, often mcreasmg in senousneSS, but this is

. not a consxstent.rule‘(Wolfgang-et al., 1972). Crime targets are more likely

1o be oppor;unis‘tic than the results of methodical .plannipg (Peterson et al.,

~ 1980; Petersilia et al., 1978).

. Criminal careers markedly differ' in offence rates. Sorne are
cha.racterxzed by rates as low as ohe to twe crimes committed per year,

others by four to five cr_:mes per year, wh;le some criminals are said to

' commit hundreds of crimes 'per year (Shannon, 1978a; Collins, 1977; Peterson

“et al., 1980)

The offence rates depend very much on the. age of the ofiender, his

n

- criminal record and the offence type cornm:tted. Self-reported rates for
~ those "active in robbery are about f:ve such oifences per year, in burglary
‘ about 16 per year and in drug sales about 155 per year (Peterson et al., 1980).

| Cross sectlonal stud:es dgscl.ose that younger offenders, all other things being

+
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equal, have higher offence rates than do older offenders, not only for crime . .
as a whole but generally for individual offence types (Wolfgang, 19'7?7;'
Shannon, 1978b). o |

The probability of being arrested for any criminal act is ofttlenrhd
more than .10 but it varies widely over types of offences committed from
less than .0l for drug offences to approximately .20 for robberies (Blumstein
and_ Cohen, 1978). Pre-crime planning and preparation, not commonplace
among career criminals, lessen the lil;elihcbd of arrest (Peter;ilia et al.,
1978)7 Moreover, arrest, conviction and incarceration"rétes increase as the
criminal career advances, by contrast with self-reported offence t;ates which-
tend to decline (Greenwood, 1930). '

The prior criminal record has a powerful effect on the probability of
incarceration and some effect on the probability of conviction (Petersilia .
.a.nd Greenwood, 1978). Thus, career crimina.ls are more likely to be
convicted and imprisoned Qhen arrestegﬁés—their careers 'progress. They |
spend a Ii}nited propbrtibn of their time on the stli-eets until their criminal
aétivity aSates (Pgtersilia et al., 1978). |
N Criminal caréers are n.ot‘ necegsarily ma:rked by a gr'o-w.th of crirﬁinal
sophisti_ﬁation;. of 'i_ncbme‘. of in the geographical range of a-ctivities.
(Pctersilia -and Marvin Lavin, 1973; Peterson et al, 19805. Crim:inal.income is
"gcnérally »‘low,‘averlaginlg _onl} a few _t-hcpusand dollars per year (Petersilia et

al., 1978). Some evidengé, possibly biased -by the manner in which offender

[V
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- samples were selected indicates that harsh punishment may help to extend B
crlmmal careers (\Volfgang et al.,, 1972). Although a great amount of
" mforrnanon has been collected through research about criminal career

'patterns, career. cnmmahty can strll not be conﬁdently 1dent1f1ed before it

’
o~

. crystaumes.-
Recudwism 'or bersistenoe in crime is ca cr.ucxal problem in the
.'_-control of crime. A study on Cahforn&a prxson inmates by Peters:ha et al.,
(1‘978) has demonstrated that offenders are largely unspecxahzed engaglng in
a vanety of cnmes durmg the course of thelr careers in crime, Thns study
7 also demonstrated ’that the drstrlbunon of cnmes is skewed- heavily toward
the hlgh end thh most offenders cornmrtung crrmes ata {ow rate and only a
lsmall propornon committing criimes at h1gh rates. Research of Wolfgang and
his assoc:ates has shown that a sma@l proportion of -about one fifth of the
offender 'popul .tﬁ)'n is -responsible for a rnajor{ty of the serious crimes

comrni_tt.'ed in_soc;ety (Wolfgang, 19.77; Collins, 1977).

RESEARCH AND PUBLIC POLICY

Much of the ,recent research on criminal careers was undertaken'in
order to assess penal pollc;es directed at reducing crime by incapacitating a
small number oi ‘career criminals. It is true that a number of offender
| chara;:terxstxcs are consxstenﬂy correlated with high rates of criminality and
it has been suggested that selective incapacitation of those crinhinals

successfully identified rrught mgmflcantly reduce crime. However, we are, as,

yet, unable to reliably estimate the crime reduction effect of an incapacita-
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tion progg;-..\m, méinly because the data to date do not _pefmit us, with
acceptable confidence, to predict the effects of alternative sentencing
policies (Petersilia-and Marvin Lavin, 1978). (

Career tern;ination is al:lother area in which further research is
needed. Little is knbwn of the distinguishing characteristics of active
criminals who shift tp exclusiy.e}y lawful pursuits. Another relate:i area for

“research is career rel;pse. Offender self-reports indicate that mof;::_than
half of ail prisifq inmates do not prof;:ss criminal attitudes, hold criminal
identities. or believe crime‘pay.s an;I they engage in crime only ;p_bradically '
(Peterson et al., 1980; Petersilia et al., 1978). There is little understanding‘
of ‘what motivates intermittent offenders to commit occasional crimes that_'
are seemingly out of character.

Much research is required in the field of criminal careers to enable
more accurate prediction of criminal careers. Simply knowmg that some
offenders comrmt a dxsproportxonate amount of crime is not -helpful in policy
iormulauon. So far, the strongest predictors of adult cr:mmal careers are
thought to be the age at which serious juvenile criminality begms and the -
extent and seriousness of the juvenile criminal history. It should be borne in
mind that brediction in criminal careers requires elaborate data and analysis
which may carry prohxbmve costs (Petersma and Marvin Lavin, 1978).

In conclus:on, 1t can be said that past experiences with a number of a

seemingly promlsmg penal strategies suggest that there are not likely to.be

found any universal answers to criminal behaviour and the ﬁroblems it poses
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for society. Criminal career research has enabled criminobgy to ’m_ake

Y

unprecedented progress as a behaviouréj_: §ciehce, but =it .cannot offer a '

panacea for all problems of penal policy. It must be said, however, that .

~criminal’ career research does offer a unique ‘perspective which can’ inform

' N - B ot
efforts to improve the criminal justice system.
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. REVIEW OF LITERATURE .

!n thls chapter, we review the relevance of a number of variables to
‘cnmmal career r'esearch ‘These 1nc1ude sex, offerider” chromcny, age, the

N velocxty of- oﬁences, oﬁender spec:a.hsanon. oifence seriousness and the

- 3 -

"SEX AND CRIMINALITY

A popular tn.usm in cnmmology is that crime is typ;cally a male
phenomenon. Dommant cnmmologma.l theones of crime (e.g. anomie,
'.cultural tran;m:saon, labelhng) -are essentially theor_les of .lower class and
r:ialeférrminal' behavliour- (Weis, 1976). They disregard middle class and
female cnme because most official measures of crime suggest that both
middle cla.ss and female cnmmahty are relanvely negligible.” Weis (1978)

\,contends that the neglect of female crime has resulted .in the ,apparent

madequacy of the male specxf:c theones. When apphed to women male

"

5pec1f|<: theones may be qutte adequate to explaln male delmquency Sexism

therefore tends to place female crimés outside the domain of cnmmologxca!

- inquiry.



oo Theories of- iemalé -critninal- behaviour -'can-be characterized as"se:':-"
_role theories. The bmloglcal theones of Lornbroso (1899) -and’ the': _'

'psychologxcal theones of Freud (1905, 1931) saw female cnme as a product of' -

mascuhmzatmn of female behavxour. They also saw a role reversal in the

' female crlmmal. She was seen as more mascuhne than nqn—crlmmal femala, .

. baologtcally, psychologzcally and socxally.

'I'he radlcahsatlon of femu'ust movements m the 1960's saw a slow,'. '

but pers:.stent revolutlon in which females ‘were seen lessemng the d15tance-.

P

. ‘wiuch had separated them from men in terms of both }egmmate and

1llegmmate acuwty Cnmmolognst ‘Freda Adler (1975) has suggested that B

. the more the posmon of women: approx:mates the posmon of men the more’

ahke become theu' con.formmg and criminal behavxour. Adler mamtams that

there are inherent differences between men and women, but changlng

behavioural patterns demonstrates that women are first human, then female. "
Their needs and abilities are similar to-those of men. It is principally their

opgortumnes that have been dlfferent. Ruta 3. Slmon (l975) mfers that the .

needs of women have not changed but that' thexr opportunities are. mcreasmg.

In the past decade, both publxc and profess:ona! -mterest m female cnmmahty' :
and delinquency have greatly mcreased along with mterest m the general- ’
topic of women. Female criminals- have been sensatnonahzed by the mass d
media as murderers, bank rbbbers, kxdnappers, h:ghjackers, and terronsts.'
“These women have been taken as lndxcatwe of a new: breed of female'

crrmmal more violent than the tradmonal female law breaker. Freda AdIer_'

Ty '
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, buttresses this pomt by statmg that "Females... are now bemg found not. on.ly.”
l- robbmg banks smgle—handed.ly, but also commtttmg assorted armed robberies,
B muggmgs, Ioan sharkmg operat.tom, extortion murders, and a w;de vanety of
other aggresstve, v1olence-or1ented crtmes whtch prevtously 1nvolved men"
:(Adler, 975, P 15) - . .
The Umform Crtme Reports in the Umted States show that there has‘
'been an unprecedented mcrease in fema.le arrest rates for larceny, fraud and
'_'forgery over the fast’ two decades. There contmues, however, to be a gross
' ‘underrepresentatton of females in ofﬁcral crime statxstrd, which could be o
-attnbuted to actua] dtﬁerences in eriminals of both sexes or to dlf.ferentxalr..
" hancﬁmg of women wtthtn the crlmmal ]ust.tce system. .
o Self-report studles have shown that there is. a?great deal of hidden
' .-\,‘, . ‘.crtmmal behavtour (Short and Nye, 1957 Clark and’ Haurek, 1966 Wise, 1967
' 4 _ Gold 1970 Hmde!ang, 1971 Wets, 1973) and that. there are tmportant and
. sxgmftca.nt sex dtﬂerences in ‘the relattye 'prevalehce, frequency and ’
sertousness of cnmmal mvolvement. However, they a.lso show that’ the. -
' "_,-_pattern of ]uventle mvolvement is. snmtlar, in that boys and gtrls tended to
, commtt 5lm11ar kmds of dehnquent acts. ‘ .
From the study of nattonal arrest data and self-reports of dehanenf
E ‘4 'behanur, it is clear that _women . are far Iess tnvolved in’ v1olent crimes '_
‘(Hoffman-Bustamante, 1973 Stmon, 1975) The COﬂClLISIOl’I of the. self-report
. data concermng aggressxve offences is that boys are not’ partlcularly vnolent 3
but that gtrls are- vnrtually free of v:olence. This ﬁndmg is contrary to the

"vtheory of mascuhmzatton of contemporary women. '
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Several criminologists have come’ to -'conﬂiéting concluslons' about the -
. roles oi males and ferna.les and the1r relatl-ons to vmlence. The general

- concluston of Adler (1975) seems to be that as women expenence socnal .

status. more closely resembrlmg that of men, female aggressxon and homnc;de‘ S

rates should mcrease Verkko (1951) pomts ‘out -that: when the general

is generally hlgher. This suggests a greater stablllty in the- amount of fema.lel_

v1olence. . ' ‘ |

- Or the other hand, the anthropologlcal evndence from socxettes with’

. more tban the usual amount of female econonuc mvol\rement does not clearly

indicate a greater rate. of female aggressnon. Woligang rernarks that the '

. status of the sexes in ’r‘nany socxal spheres, especlally in North Amenca, have

- been approachmg equallty smce there has been an mcreasmg involvement of

.women in culture. "lnstead of females becormng like. males, males have :

mcreasmgly taken on some of the roles and attrlbutes formerly assrgned
_mostly to females" (Wolfgang and Feracutn 1966  P- 259)

. Although stansﬁcal evxdence from varlous countries suggests that,.
women are much less 1nvolVed 1n cnmmal actnnty than are men there ‘is a
.consnderahle controversy as to whether thxs dlfference is. apparent or real.

.I(Walshaw, l97l). SOme wrxters contend that women have a les criminal
nature than men, ln contrast, Pollock mamtatns that "the crlmlnal act1v1ty :
. of women 1s of a masked nature“ (PollOCk 1950, p- 14) not reflectecl in

statlstlcs L : S L

hom1c1dal rate is low m a glven culture, the percentage of female offenders o



OFFENDER CHRONICITY S '_ TR

" The chroruc offender consntutes a small percentage of the delmquent
popu.lanon, bdt sudt offenders account for a vast.ly dxsproportronate number
of a.ll senous offences. - B CoT

\Volfgang, thho and Se!hn (1972) defmed the chromc recndxvnst as’
the offenders commxttmg flve or more offences. I the Phdadelpma cohort
“ study of juverules there were 627 chromc offenders in" a totaf of 3#75
delmquents. These chromc offenders commxtted 5305 offences of wh1Ch 1008 ‘
~ were offences .against the person.-- Wolfgang and ms associates (1972)
i reported that chronu:: offenders\ accounted for 6196 of the wolent cr1me' '

commltted by the whoie cohort. Furthermore, hromc v1olent offenders'

. consntuted about 9.596 of a.ll dehnquents and 52 5% of the ennre class of

chroruc offenders. _ N ) . _
T In the Phtladelphta study, a 10% sample was ft%wuf up to age thxrty S

in 1975. Colhns (1977) reports that when adult offences Were added to those:

. oommttted by ‘juvenile chromc offenders, 14.8% of the sample were chromc

. offenders and accounted for 74% of all offences and an unspecxfled, but :

, N
hlgher percentage of the senous offences. Efforts to 1dent1fy the chromc

‘- offenders early in their careers have thus far: aclueved httle success. It'is

mterestmg to note ‘that 11 l% of the chronu: did not commit crimes after
thetr eighteenth b1rthday, whereas 13 2% became chromc after they reached _
adulthood '

\Volfgang points out that "at whatever age the chromc offender

begms his fourth or fifth offence, the next offence wxll be an mdex offence

< .
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nearly half the tLme. lt may be, therefore, that 11 the seventy of "the

sanctlon is proportlonate to -the gravity of the crlme ancl to the cumulatwe LT

history of serious crime, the sanction should be similar for chronic serious -
of'fende:rs whatever thieir age," (Wt:lfgang. 1977, p. 18). lt-would,follow frorh )
his 'finding that, whenever a criminal 'career‘reaches‘the “chronic® .stage, the
separatlon of the juvenlle from the adult loses 1ts meaning. S N
- As a class, chronic, 1uven11e oﬁenders uull comm:t far more than '
‘ their share of'wolent offences. Wolfgang ‘and hzs associates state that "any
socxal mterventmn that could stop these delmquent cases before they Bo
'beyond thelr fourth dehnquency would. decrease sngmﬁca.ntly the number of
- offences comrmtted by a bl!’th cohort. Such socxal acnon 11 concentrated...
would not only reduce the amount but alsb the serlousness of ‘the offences -
' COmmltted" (Wolfgang et al., 1972, p. 105). ' | .
Takmg a cue from Wolfgang, Shmnar and Sh:nnar drew on data from
7 the Uniform Cr1m'e Reports in order to esnmate the ‘amount of crime that
mxght be prevented by protracted mcapac;tatlon (Shmnar and Shmnar, 1975)
They’ concluded that recxdnusts constJtuted 1696 of .the crlmmal populanon
. .but that’ they committed 90% of. the total crimes. The analysxs of Shinnar
'and ‘Shinnar is conmstent w1th the supposmon that the reducuon of crime can ’
» be achxeved by mcapacxtanng or otherwise reStrlctmg criminal opportumtxes
for a small minorlty of offenders whose repetmous crlmmallty defmes them '
as dispropor‘ti.onately dangerous to the community. .
In'1965, P f_ebén.Wolf,'aDanlah lnvestigator, Is"tudied» 557 men liated in

K ~ the olficia.l. penal register'ln a random sample of 3032 males on the National
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‘~Reglster of Denmark. These men accounted for 1260 offenses. Of this

o sample of 557 3795 had oommmed over 900 offences -~ 70.7% of the total ‘

. (wQu 1965) Wolf‘s defxnmon of the chromc rec1d1v15t referred ‘to those wnh ‘
. over s:x entnes in the regxster. They constxtutod 8%. of the sample and were'
‘ reS[)onsable for 3296 of a.ll the offences. : »

: Thus, it appears that rnany offenders are persxstent wrongdoers and -

Y

. "that thexr rate of wrongdomg is often hlgh durmg their teenage permds. The .

) _'evndence is xmprecswe m that the chroruc offender presents a dnsruptwe .

5._threat to securtty ' lt is log:cal for us ta’ mfer that the selecnve .

" mcapacxtanon of these hngh rate offenders could Curb crime in'a sngmflcant A

. W'ay- .

- AGE AND CRIMINALITY
Smce nexther the mfant nor the elderly possess the. prowess and .

y agnhty reqmred for some forms of cr:me, some assoc1atxon between age a.nd' o

,'crlme mvolvement can be expected on’ bmloglcal grounds alone. - ln 1940, . T

" ‘.Selhn noted that "a researcher who 1s in: pursu1t of an answer to the
2 relatlonshxp of age to crxme (utmzmg then ava:lable mformat:on) is doomed-
= to d1sappomtment," (Sellin, 1940, p- 110)

Var;ou.s hypotheses have been advanced by cnmmologlsts about

changes in the type and exfent of cnmmal actwnty as a cnmmaJ career S
&

progresses. One hypothesns is that offence senousness mcreases over tlme, o )

while.the frequency declmes. The other ;s that the offender ulnmately burns . '

out or matures out of .crime. m fpvour of lawful sources of mcome
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Self-report studxes .on crlmmal career at the Rand Corporation found

vthat offence rate var1ed s1gn1f1cantly thh age and cnmmallty peaking early

in the career (Petersma' et a.[., 1978). The typical pattern is that criminal

' activity begms at about age fourteen and the offence rate increases until the

early twent.:es tendmg ‘to dechne thereafter until -age thirty, when most

careers are terminated- (Gluecks, 193%)

Joan Pet_ersﬂxa‘and, her_colleagues at Rand have made a detailed
‘ P : )

" study of the criminal careers of fifty habitual offenders (Petersilia et al.,

1977) Tneir study" nas 'found that the most active period in these criminal

careers occurred roughly between the ages of sn(teen and twenty-two.

'However, the greatest pumshment came at considerably later years. The

amount of tlme the offenders spent- in prlson 1ncre£ed from 30% between

ages sixteen and twenty “two to 80% between the ages of twenty-two and

‘ thxrty-two The judges gave mcreasmgly snffer sentences as the offenders'

official records grew longer. /

Age of onset reiers to the age at which a ‘delinquent is f1rst taken

o Age of Onset of a Cnmmal Career '

‘into custody by pohce. The Gluecks (1940) paid special attention to the age

of dehnquency onset. They found that the earlier that a young offender is
convicted of an.offence,,the more protracted his delmquent career is likely

to be. -Robin (1964_)' nas: suggested that the earlier the age of onset the more

_extensive will be the delinquency. Lerman (1968) has observed that attention



26
to delinquent values at an early age Ahas a more serious effect than has
attraction at later ages.

In an Ohno study 1t was iound that. the perccntage of repeaters tended o

to be higher among those who were hrst arrested at a younger age than ;

among those who started _later, ‘especxa.lly those with three ‘or rnore arrests. . '

This study found no constant relationship between age of onset and the .

“number of violent ja__rrests (Hamparian et al., 1978). ‘Wolfgang et al., (1?972)
found in Philade‘lphia' that the otft_:nca irates.. for. all offenders inoreaaod
gradually from age_ seven to-age-eleven, 'arid“ then inéreaséd rapidly from age
eleven to sixteen with a signifioant deorease at age .aove_nt.em. The meari age -
of onset was 14.4 years. B | | |

There is a great deal of COntrad,iotory evioené:e ori the sign'i.fi_can_ce of
an early start in criminal-beha.vioor Hamparian'at al., (1‘9"78) i:ondUde that
early starters will have longer careers and commlt more delmquent acts The -
percentage of violent acts that w;ll be sprmkled through out thenr careers;

n

will not vary from year tg year in relanon to the age of onset.

-

The Initial Type of Crime
Most criminal careers begin with minor miar:‘onduot. Research so‘far :
mdlcates that the most frequent pattem begms w1th truancy, followed by' .
petty theft, auto theft and then by more serious property crlms (Farrmgton
et al., 1979; Petersilia et al., 1978; Wolfgang et ‘al., 1972). In avsolf-r_epo_rt‘.

study conducted by the Rand'Corporation on_caréer robbers, ne_z-.lrly. half_tha' )

Q
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) 1nmates 1nterv1ewed reported thetr ﬁrst senous crxme to be auto theft 30% -
'revealed that 1t was . burglary and the rest rnentxoned purse snatchmg, larceny -

" and drugsales- (Petemha eta.l 1973} : R '_ LT

ln the Phtlade!phta and Rac.me, W:sconsm btrth cohort studtes a vast -

' ~._"major1t‘9 of fxrst pohce arrests mvolved relanvely rmnor oﬁences (Wolfgang_ S

o .et.aJ 1972 Shannon, 1978a) The Phtidelphxa studv shows that the more' .

":_.senous the ftrst pol:.ce arrest was the greater was - the hkehhood of a} -

L .:subsequent .arrest. Those w1th a 5&cond contact were more kaely to have had” B

the ftrst arrest for an tnddent mvolvmg bodtly harm (Wolfgang et al., 1972)

Tt

- _DesxstancefrunaCrunnnlCareer : ’

Vc.ry few stud:es have focused on the termmat;on of delmquem.‘.

-.‘actunty 'v'lost oifenders termmazle thexr c.areer of law vaolanon at some' .

- 'stage in thexr ldenme. The questmns that a.nse are whether thlS demstance'

.

' 'ts caused bv agmg, or the dxsposmon they recexve.

Cnmxnologtsts have advanced \rartous theorzs about desxstance._ One -

: lS that over tlme the senousness ‘of oﬁences mcreases whde the frequen-c;es.

dechne Another is that the oernder eventually burns out or matures out of B R

;){edatory crxrruna.l act.w:ty mto less hazardous ot demandmg means of'--

i .

obtammg fznanctal suppocn S _ .
- In a study by Healy end Bronner in 1909 1923 ernptrtcal reSea.rch was'

' .'-conductedon #20 boys (Iesa_than ftfteen years n 1909) who appeared before‘ L

the juv_entle,court. It was found that 39% of the’ sample comrmtted no' S
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‘Iurther offences by the t1me of the follow-up study in 1923 (Healy and ‘

‘ Bronner, 1926)

The Gluecks found ‘& steady dxmmutxon of the number of persons who g

- 'cohtmued 10 be dﬁenders untll they reached twenty-mne years At age.-?

. ’ twenty-mne, accordmg to Gluecks about '40% of the otfenders ceased to be" .

.cnmmals. At the end oi the hfteen year fo[low up the: proporuon of serious .
oﬁenders dropped from 75. 6% to 47. 8% (Glueck and Glueck, 1943)

- The Gluecks studxed one thot.nsand boys of an average age’ of tfurteen

.and a haj.f years m 19I7 who were referred by the Boston juvemle courts. S

. (Glueck and Gluec.k 1934) The ﬁrst study provtded for a ﬁve year follow-up

‘ penod tlﬂ 1922 and the second study for a ten year follow-up endmg in 1932 . |

In the ﬁrst fw&years 79.8% readxvated m the second qmnquenmurn 66 1%

‘ ,‘recxdxvated and in the thxrd 58.9% rec1dxvated. They found that 60% of theu" L

) sample had ceased to- be crtmmals by the ttme they reac;hed an age of" ’

T twenty-mne. Among those who contmued to. comrmt crime. after the age of

L twenty-mne, the propornon of senous offenders dropped from 75 6 to %7.3 of

_the sample at the end of the ftiteen year f ollow—up

Based on’ these fmdmgs, the Gluecks tr1ed to construct a theory of '

rhaturatton in, whxch they defmed maturxty as . the "developrnent and

mtegranon oi,.. physxcal and mental powers (that) make it easxer... to' '

. ‘adueve a capacxty for self-control foresxght, and playfu]ness' to postpone

.jmmedxate deszres for later ones, to; proﬁt by expenence... and other szmllar

.

- attnbutes These enable (the tnchwdual) 1o adapt syccessf ully to the demands
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of society and to"aw'foid' driftirig into or pe\rsisting in crime," (Glueck and
‘.Gl'ueck ‘-19150 p- 267) The Gluecks consndered the years twenty-five to
' uurty-fxve important in a.n offender's lee because during this age period
there appears- to occur the peak of a sifting out process which differentiates
those who-mature normally from those who are inclined never to reach a
" stage of matt:lrity s'ufﬁcient to enable them to abandon criminalism.e.

The Phuadelphxa birth cohort studMomd that 46% of the delmquents

' 'desxsted after the fll“St offence and 35% after the second offence (Wolfgang

et al., [972). They calculated rates of desistance at erach offence up to the

fifteenth _offence‘." Théy found that a_sm'all proportion of the offenders |

' coﬁt_inued 16 offend after fifteen offences.

The Probability of Arrests at Ditferent Ages
An 1rnportant vanable 1s the probabmty of arrests at different ages
in relation to the actual mvolvemmt in crime. It is possible that more

seasoned offenders be'c_am'e more’ adept at avoiding arrests: If this is the

case, the criminal activity of alder offenders tmay be underestimated. But

there is no persua'siveevidence in relétioﬁ to this issue.

Peterson, Braiker and Polech found that "efforts to relate systematic
variations in arrest probabmnes to oﬁender charactensucs have had only
limited success... . (But they did find) a significant relationship between

arrest probability and juvenile’crim‘inality as well as between the probability

of arrest and race," (Peterson, Braiker and Polech, 1980, p. 80). There wasno -
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persuasive ‘e'vicjence ‘that probability of arrest. dgcreaséd, with age: and.

experience. " B

In the xse,lf-repbrt sfudy of Petersj.lia,"Greén\vood and Lairin',. 1twas )

found’. that '‘the propensity to plan offences did not increase - with age

. (Petersilia, 1980). .Those criminals who did not plan their crimes had fivé -

times, greater chances of i:eing arrested than the ones who did pla_h__tAheir'

‘crimes. |,
N,

- Analyzing the intensive and intermittent’ habitual offenders,

" Petersilia and her associates came to the conclusion that the intensive

"+ offenders had been arrested more frequently than the i.ﬁte;'mittent offenders

léeqaus_e theSf had committed far'r'n_ore crimes. Hoﬁvever, they found that th@; -

: ihtermittent offenders were five times more likely td'bé'é:rgéted for any. one

i
crime than were the intensive criminals. . -

[

THE VELOCITY OF OFFENCES

Hamparian and her colleagues use the term "spacing" to indicate the
time ejapsil:lg or intervals between arrests (Hamparian et al, .1978). Spacing
can bé calculated between the first and the second arrest, second and third,
third and fourth arrest and so on. The spacing variable indicates the velocity
of ar‘r;:sts in a criminal career. o -

. By comparing intervals between different offences, we can determine

whether there is an increase or decrease in criminal activity as an offender.

ége_s or as a criminal career progresses. A true measure of spacing between



o . “street" time of the’ offender dumng that period.

N

»

any pa;r of arrest_s neces.ntates that we’ determme the txme at hbe:ty or

In the Ohio study a substanna.l number of- offenders spent txme ina”

juvemle msntutlon. An offender who seemmgly had no arrests for a year

may have been mcarcerated durmg that' penod thh a much reduced chance "

. of commg in contact thh the pohce (unless the offender escaped). However

a majonty of offenders in the Ohxo study, about two thirds, never_ served time'

.in a facmty of the Oh.lO Youth Commission (Hamparnan et al., 1978)

The average time between all patrs-of arrests in the Ohio study \Qas
9.33 months. The average calendar jnterval between all paxrs of a.rrests for
_violent offences was 19.6 months and the mean street :nterval ‘was 17.6.

Youths arfested for a violent offence at age t\velve or younger had shorter

_street’ intervals than -those whose violent onset occurred at qther ages

(Ha.mpanan et aj., 1978). T .

L)
i

in the Philadelphia bxrth cohort study, the velocxty of arrest kept
increetsmg and those _offenders who recexved criminal sanctions continued to
vm]ate the Iaw commnttmg rnore senous crimes with greater rapidity
(Wolfgang et al., 197.2) Thls progress of arrest frequencies was clear cut in
the case of arrests followmg after the fourth and flfth arr&sts. )
o The Cambndge, E.ngland study conducted on 411 boys by Farrington
(Farrington and West, 1979) found, that the frequency of juvenile arrests and

conviétiqns was related to the frequency of adult arrests and convictions

(West and Farrington, 1979). The Ce:nbridge study found that a smail group,

3

.-



32,

.

- of offenders first convicted Bet\veen ten and twelve years had six arrests and

‘ . comnct:ons by thexr twenty-nrst b1rthdays.

. The conclusxon of most studxes IS that persons arrested at the earliest

'ages tend to become the most persxstent offenders as adults. The more °

frequently they are a.rrested or mca?’cerated the more frequently they offend

: (Selﬁn, 1958; \Volf 1965) These results may suggest that prevention and
© treatment efforts are 1neﬁective. The Canbrid;e study ( Farringtlo.n and
: illes-t, 19?9) and the Phiiadelphja atudy (Wolfgang et al., 19.72) suggest that
. _prevennon and treatment eiforts should be’ concentrated on boys who begm

: the1r crlmmal car’eers ‘early as mtervent:on in a later stage may prove to -be

' . 1

meffecnve R S _l

t

: CRIME TYPE SPECIALIZATION AND CRIME SWITCHING-

There has been much controversy among cnmmolognsts on whether E
cnmmals have a hOmogeneous career or one compnsmg different types of
offences. . Recent studies based on self-reports suggest that oﬁenders do not |
spemahze even at ‘the later stages of thexr careers (Petersma et al., 1978);'
The combmanon of ot_fences that they commxt _may, however, shift. from one. ‘
stage to another. R . -

Half the inmates (twenty-five) in the Petersma et al. study in 1977 '

reported comm:ttmg at least four dﬁferent types of crimes durmg the three- o

year penod before their. last incarceration. Only ten percent of the sample\

could be consxdered as specialists — offenders who committed only one type-

’
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-offenders.

 of crime. Most of the offenders within . this specialist category ‘were-
: "spec:ahsts in robbery, forgery, confndence games or drug trafflckmg. The :

‘.Iack of specnahsatxon was shown for dwerse offences commxtted by ‘

*In the Cambridge study, there was little evidence of specialization in

cnmmal careers at least by the age of twen'ty-one. The. vast ma.jority of' )

‘youths convicted of /Violence or vanda.hsm or drug offences also ‘had .~

convictions for dishonesty (Farrmgton and West, 1979) "In another Enghsh
study (McChntock, 1963) nearly half of those comucted for a vxo_lent offence_; :
had previous convictions for nonviolent offences and the same was troe of
ei.ghty percent of those sustaining a second conviction for ‘violer)ce‘. '

. The findings of studies on retrospective searches' 'of rec'ords covering,. .

more’ than twenty years on rap1sts (Soothill, Jack and Glbbens, 1976), . mcestA

offenders (G1bbens. ’Sodthll.l and Way, 1978), arsomsts (Sootmll and Pope,-

X 1973), sex offenders (Chrtsnansen et al 1965) lndtcate that these offenders '

were maore lxkely to have been convncted of prevnous or subsequent property-

offences ‘than prevmus or subsequent sex offences or arson. .

" Wolfgang, Flglxo and Sellm found that the hkehhood of commxtt;ng '

two offences of -the same type, in a sequence, was greater than that of

'.commnttmg an offence of a dnfferent type (Wolfgang et al., 1972) Within

that cohort study, the second offences were slzghtly more lxkely to be the

'.‘same type as the -first offence than to be of a dtfferent type In the’

: transxtxon from -the second to the third offence, mdex offences were more

<
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. l‘ikelyfto be toHeWe&ﬁny an index 6ﬁe_nce. ﬁut it-was considered‘un.l_ilycely fer
a ]:uvertile to repeat. cnmmal hdmicide, tordble rape and ‘a'.ggrava._ted assaalt, |
- probably because thiey had beer to prison for these crimes. |
' Harold"S.‘ Frum in his study of a ‘!imttec_-{: sample of o.ffenders.found'
that young people who hati begun tnéir- criminal career with .property' feionies_
tended to stay w1th that type of offence as adults. ‘Th.es.e‘ offenders ‘ A
speczahzed in forgerxes and burglanes (Frum, 1958)

.‘ Yochelson and Samenow concluded in 1976, after fourteen years of
raearch on 240 legally insane mmates, that cr1m1na11ty.1s a genera.l feature
of personahty (Yochelson and Sal'nenow, 1976) Thus, a person who steals is . "
. likely to rape and kill. They claimed that the sear‘ch for distinctive

3

' personalxty patterns among types of cnmes wasa fruxﬂess exercise.
Nettler, on the other hand, dlsagrees w:th Yochelson and Samenow
- (1976) 1nd1cat1ng that there is no one criminal personahty (Nettler, 1982)." He-
assumes that there are styles in c_nmlnallty,l and that cnmmal work, like -
. “othe'r‘ occupationa, diﬁerentially attracts people who pessess appropriate'
tast&s and talents. Nettler assumes that “constltunons produce dlﬁerennal
vulnerablhty a.nd lmmumty to kmds of career" (Nettler, 1982, p- lll) He"
c‘onten.d.s that there are many roads and that _phyancal as _weu as psycholpycal
cons.tituti.ons make some courses easier for sorne people than ot_ners. '

Il



" THE SERIOUSNESS OF CRIMES -

Beccafia in 1764 stated that punishments should be carefully graded
to correspond with the gravzty of offences (Beccana, 1963). Tf\e principle
that Beccarna ernphasxsed was that the severity of pumshment should be
_ .commensfjrate with the seriousness of the offence. - "Seriousness" depends
both on the harm done {or risked) by the act and the actor's étdpabilitjf.

Legislatures in most democratic countries make judgments on
seriousness by the maximum penalties that they set. The prescribed maxima
in criminal codes a;re usually scaled according to the legislature’s sense of
gravity of the offence. Murder and other heinous crimes carry the maximum
penalties. The minimum penalties are for minor oﬁeﬁca. |

Empirical research has been conducted in recent times on the popular
-perceptioh of seriousness of offences. In 1960, sociologists Thorsten Sellin
and Marvi_n_. \l"olfgang (Sellin and Wolfgang,' 1964) took a group of jud.gés,
college students and policemen and asked them to rank "seriousness” of
various offehces on an eleven point rating scale. There was considerable
agreement on the rankmg of seriousness of crimes. This was purély a
psycholog:ca] scale of senousness. It was, however, criticised on the grounds
that thc sarnple was unrepraentanve (Rose, 1966).

A similar study research conducted by Peter Rossi (1974) found
llttle variation in the rankmg of crime seriousness of ‘the Phxladeiphla study.
These studies suggest that people from w;dely different walks of life can

make similar common sense judgments on the comparative gravity of

offences.
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'The seriousness of an offence, then, depends on how harmful the
| conduct is, rnamly as perceived by the v1ct1m or vnctxms. In gaugmg"
seriousness, an important consideration is the harm cheracterlsucaﬂy done by
’ the act of_ a sinéle offender._ The debatable issue is whether or'not there is a
_progression in seriousness .when _offenclers recidivate and commit mbre
crimes. ‘ | |
. As offenders gain experience it is natural to hyp'ze that career
crlmma.ls undertake crimes of mountmg senousness. This is especially so
when the expectations of the offender increase.

Studiec so far do not support this contention of'a progression in the
‘senoosness of crime. In the Racine cohort study, the senousness of offences
and the pohce arrests did not increase systemaucally as the number of
arrests by police rose (Shannon, 1978, l978b) In the thladelphla study, the
probabllxty of a police arrest, when the crime was. classmed by seriousness --
non-index, injury, theft, damage combination-demonstrated no regular

variation with the increase of police arrests (Wolfgang, 1977; Collins, 1977).

CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESPONSE

The criminal justice system consists of the formal mechamsms for
the enforcement of the criminal law, the lmposmon of criminal sanctions
under that law and the administration of the pumshment levied in an attempt

to control cure or rehabmtate the offender. The police, the courts and
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correctlons are three elements that represent formal means established by
the state to congrol crime. These three elements maintain the social order
through enforcement of the criminal law and punishment of those who violate
it.
‘ _The Role of the Pohce

’ The pohce role in the cnmmal justice response is crucxal in that they
“are: basu:ally respon:uble for the initiation' of the criminal justice process. It
is geoerally aSsdmed that the police enforce the criminal laws and preserve
the peace mechamca.lly by arrestmg those who have deviated from the

leglslated norms of accepted behaviour (United States, Task Force Report:

'The Police, 1967). This concept of mechamcal enforcement of all criminal
. laws underpla_ys dramatically the_ difficulties of -the police role. '

| ‘ Firetly'-, the police do not have the resources to enforce all criminal
: provmons equally. Secondly, the 'other cornponents of the crirr;inal justice
systern cannot cope with all law vnolators. Furtherrnore, there are in the law
‘books certam laws regulatmg social conduct which are often unpopular,
amblguous and outdated, e.g. drunkenness and gambling laws. The intent of

the Ieg1slature 15 “to apply these laws to the activities of certain kinds of .

-crtmlna;s (Uruted States, Task Force Report: Tt}e Police, 1967). If the police
were to enforce thesellaws fully, some of the commonly accepted activities
- of taw ‘abid‘ingl citizens would be atfected and.the society would suffer.

Justice- Charles D. Breitel sums.op ttﬁs situetion- by stating that, "If

every policeman, every prosecutor, every court and every post-sentence
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agency ‘performed his or its responsibility in str}ét.'-acc;rdahce_ w1ththe t’:ule'
of law precisely and narrowly laid down, the cfir.l_'linal-la.iw would be or&_éred .
but intolerable,” (Breitel, 1960; p. 427). _ '

Defining, grading and fixing levels of punish}nent for _ail a'c't‘sl _m'aae .
punishable by the criminal code, be they minor violations or ‘gra%e',cr'iljr.aes,_its .
persistently difficult. Many marginal offenders are channeled th}ough..the'.

-criminal process. That is, although they are guilty of se;ious'offf.:ncles‘-'a.s L

defined by the penal code they may not be habitual and dangerous criminalsl"

(United States, The Challenge of Crime in a Free Society, 1967). It is not in
the interest of the community to treat marginal offenders as hardened
criminals, nor does the spirit of the law require us to do so. Framing statutes

that identify and prescribe every nuance of human behavjour is i‘mpossif:le; a
criminal code has no way of describing the difference between a- petty thief
who is on his way to beco[ning an armed robber and a-,petty-"_ thief.- who

succumbs once to & momentafy impulse (United States, The Ch:;llenge of

* Crime in a Free Society, 1967).

Making distinctions on the basis of characteristics of the individual.
offender which differenti‘at:a him from othet- of_fenderé- in personality,'
character, socio-cultural background, the motivations of his crime and his
particular potentialities for reform or recidivism, is vital to effective law
enforcement. Such decisions involve decision making, not s;rictly governed

by legal rules but rather by a significant element of  personal judgment by
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'va'r_ious" 'indi'vidu_a;'éi by .pol'ice_ and prosecutors in making arrests and in
bringing - charges, by. judges in imposing penalties; and by correctional
authorities in determining how. offenders shall be treated in prison and when

they shall be released on barole. In short, policemen, prosecutors, judges and
" correctional ‘officers are personally responsible for prescribing rigorous
ltreatm'ent for dangerous criminals and for giving an opportunity to mend
‘their ways to those who appear likely to do so. Both the individual's future
and the general safety of the community depend on the quality of such
. decisions. o '

This point of .view is endorsed by the National Advisory Commission
on Criminal Justice Standards and Goals which states:

Most ‘criminal statutes. have ‘been drafted so that the

maximum penalty provided would be appropriate for the

worst conceivable criminal offence. Since most offences fall

short of this status, administrative process that often results

in impositions of less tham most severe dispositions is an

effective and an efficient method of implementing legislative

intent. (United States, NAC Courts, 1973, p.15).

Perhaps the most‘important of such decisions are made at the very
outset by policemen, not only in dealing with violators of the law but also
"during all police duties they. are called upon to perform. The poficeman is
. gu1ded by ‘the law, but in practlce the cr1m1nal code is not a set of specific
instructions to pohcemen, rather, it is a more or less rough map of the

terrltory in- which" pollcemen work. How an mdlvxdual pohceman moves

_around in that ‘territory depends largely on his pgrsona.l dxscren‘on.



7 Accordmg to Davia (1969), .palice ' bfﬁce’rs 'rrlai<e far™ rhor'e
discretionary determmanons in md.w;dual cases than' any other adrmmstrator. "
' Thus, it is seen_ that the u5e of d.lscrenon is the _heart_of pthe wgr!c. The
. police imﬁare rhe 'crir'ninal just.ice'process by nrakirig_arregts'and,mai_ntajhiné
charges against' offenders in the court of law.. - - | .

* The nature ‘of pélice work s sqcﬁ that ‘mos,t- qédsi'ona by_pjolic'e" '
officers rm_;.tst be made within the 5pan-of a few m‘:oment's. and' perhaps under

emotional, apprehensive, hostile environment and within the physical context

of the most aggravated social problems. Yet the _police ofﬁcer 1s just‘ as .

'accountable for these dﬁCiSlOﬂS as is the 1udge or correcnona.l ofﬁua.l for

_dec151ons delxberated fbr"months (Umted -S_tates, '\Janonal Advrsorj o

Cpmmission: Police, 1973). . ‘;_

fhe polie‘e.-role‘in the criminal justice system can be compared fo a ;
gigantic filter. Of -those who commit crime,‘ sdme are rmot caught, s_‘;or.ne' are
- caught but not arrested, and some are arrested biJf.ney?er tried. - ‘_.Pr:rliAc_e‘hav.e

vast discretionary powers in this filtering process. : -

The Role of the Judlmary
Ptmxshments are 1mposed by the judxcxary on crumnal law vnolators m -
order to produce a deterrent eﬁect on the vxoiator as wel.[ as’ on sooety.."

+ Punishment may strengthen moral mhxbmons a.nd h%e may sumulate



-1‘1974)

Syl

‘-

habltual law abldlng conduct (Andenaes, 974) Thus, ]ud1c1a1 sentences are'

‘ mostly based .on the theory of deterrence in’ deterrmmng the nature and'.

'\\deterrent effect of the 1mposmon of pumshment on the 1nd1v1dual Unl:ke

-

.rnagmtude of pumshments. ' It is unportant 1mt1ally to. dlstmgmsh between_.' B

,the deterrent effect of pumshment on soaety (general deterrence) and the K

‘the general deterence whlch 15 focused on the general pubhc, the 5pec.1al o

"deterrence focuses on the effect of pumshment on the pumshed (Andenaes,..

Penal reforms m the past two centurles have resulted in humane .

; _efforts to better the lot of the 1mprlsoned offenders. ln addmon there 1s also o
'- a modern tendency t0 place pnmary empha515 on probanon, _wrth mcarcer- o

.a-t&on only as a second alternatwe pursued in serlous and repeated cnmes.'

The use of physxcal tortu/ re, mutilatlon, or wl’uppmg has almost dlsappeared in:

rnost cuullzed parts of the world
Though the crlmlnal codes have deflned the maxlmum pumshments. '-

for dlfferent categor:es of offences the chotce of sanctlons is left at the"

7' d:sposal of the courts (Andenaes, l97#) Furthermore, spec1al methods of‘:: L
treatment for juvemle dehnquents, habltual offenders and alcohohcs have-..‘- ‘
L/been developed partly w:thm and pa.rtly out51de the frarnework of ‘the penal-
, 'system. Tl'us has resulted in the methods of treatments bemg partly purut.we -
"and partly non—pumtlve 1n nature. Kenneth C Davxs (1969) cons;dered these -

: ) developments in the methods of treatment o£ offenders as hawng resulted in .

- '\ many uncontrolled d1screnonary powers of the legal system. _



From a Canadxan perspecnve the Canad1an crm'unal code does not’

only fa.ll to provxde gmdelmes to- the .courts as to the proper prmmples or

_‘;purposes of sentenc:mg but ledves it ennrely to the courts' dxscretlon to

> determme the amount and Fund ‘of information that it should use in sentencmg "

'posxtlon to show that an offender convxcted of theft was nearly twice as

' ‘(Hogarth i 971)

'I'he alternatwes left with the judge in sentencing a convzcted person _

.are mcarCeraUQn, suspended sentence, probatmn or imposition of fmes.

_".'Jaffary in l'us empmcal study on sentencmg of adults in Canada was in a

_llkely to be sent to pnson 'in Quebec as- in Canada as a whole and almost five

_’tlmes as- hkeiy as in the provmces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan or British

. Columbza. Jaffary stresses the strongly 'punitive ph1losophy of -Canadlan

- . -Icourts (Jaffa.ry, l963)

ln hght of Ja:ffarys conclusions, it is mterestmg to peruse the results

'of some recent pubhc oplmon polls regardmg the courts. In 1981 “seven in

ten CanadLans were of the view that the Canadlan courts did not deaI harshly

o enough with cnmmals," (Canada, Selected Trends, 1981, p. 29). The polls also

1nd1cated that the sentences most Canadxans believed to be appropnate for

dlfferent ca{egones of offences are often very severe and harsher than those

. actually handed ‘down by courts. -

"Research [in public opinion polls suggest that, the’ "majority of

‘Canadians. seemed to demand harsher sentences, primarily on offenders who
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commit the most serious crimes, which are seen as a threat to the

(coi'nmm'\ity,“ (Canada, Sélected Trends, 1981, p. 30).

The Naﬁmal Advisory Commission of. Criminal Justice Standards and
Goals (Umted States, NACCJS) in the United States found that in many
courts more than ninety percent of cnmmal convictions are not obta.med by
 the.verdict of‘ a jury or the decision oi a judge. Rather the_y are based on the
defendent's own'plea of guil\t. Sueh a plea functions not oply as an admission
of guilt but also as a surrender of all constitutional rights and the right to be |
p_i-over_\“guilty by proof 'beyo_nd a reasonable doubt (United Statee, NACCIS,
1973). |
| Regarding the issue of plea bargaining the NACCJS found that plea
ba-rgainir.ng also affects the police ‘who ha\;e accumulated evieence of guilt,
the ' victim .who'.has' suffered a“t“th.e'hands of the offender, and the public at
lage w’ho_' de.rnla.nd" protection against future offences (Un:ited States,
NACCJS, 1973). . The types of A.plea negotiations v'ar); Iro’m case' to caseu.
Some guilty pleas may be the result of express agreement between the
defendent and the Prosecutlon. P!eas to a lesser or dnfferent charge are.a
frequent occurrence in most courts of law. Hogarth analyses ‘sent,encmg -as a
' human process and highlights -the apparent disparities of sentences i‘mposed
by different ]udges for cases which do not appear to be jubstantially dxfferent
from one another. He contends that unequal sentences are.imposed for the

s_a.meyoﬁe'r_gce or for ,offences of comparable sériousness without. clearly
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visible justification. Hogarth concludes that the notion that the Canadian

criminal justice is fairly and e\ienly applied is a myth (Hogeirth, 1971).

The workmg group of the Solicitor General's study of corditional -

release (.1981) 1dent111ed the anomalous sentences and other dlsparmes and_

urged-that the Canadxan judiciary recognize and take action to reduce}F\ ..

decision whether- or not to imprison the offender. In order to rectify these

lapses the working group recommended that a serious study be made of |

numerical sentencing guidelines projects (Gottfredson, 1979) and prg\sumptive

sentencing in California and other states in the USA.

r

The Role of the Correctional Services - . l.'

Lastly, considering the role of the prison system, a prison -can be'

" defined as a place where persons are deprived of liberty on,the grounds that -

they have committed a specified offence.: The main concern of the Canadxan
Ay

criminal justice System, gengrally, is broadly articulated as "protecnon of

the public" or participation in the "protectxon of all members of Canadian

T

'socxety from criminal conduct and the eﬁects of cnme," (Canada, Sohcxtor ]

General‘s Study, 1981, pp. 11-12). .

The mvain concern, therefore, i_S'with.the proitection of society. The

. —
other function of criminal justice and corrections, is to punish unacceptable” {

behaviour for pure retributive ends and to denounce violations of the social

\
{
Y

P \
. unexplained and unwarranted inequities in sentences including the initial,
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contract. Incapacitation of the offenders s an impe&ant goal of the prison
system. B;Tincapacitation it seeks to block the oIEender from the oppor-
tunity o capability of offending in the future. This is done principally by
incarceration and keepmg the offender, who presents a potential risk, away
from potentla.l victims in soc1ety through physical sepa.ranon

" Treatment of the offender is another aspect upon which the prisons
Eocus on. This is sometimes called the 'risk reduct-ion' effert which includes
the different programmes implemented to have some impact on the offender.
Thxs treatment of the oﬁender is for the purpose of curbmg the seriousness |
or re-offending behaviour of the criminal. In principle, then, the pnsons are
expected to protect the public from the offender and, at the same time,"treat
' the offender in a just and humane manner. Eﬁorts are also made to minimize
_ tension within the prisons in crder to motivate the inmate to work (Ca.nada,
‘Solicitor General's Stugly, 1981).-
¥ The court of law ‘speciﬁes ihe period of incarceration in sentencing
an offender. This is mainly in accordance with the sentences specified in the
penal code. But numerous official inquiries and reperts {Fauteux, 1956;
Ouimet, 1969; and the La-w Reform Cemmission, 1973) have recommended a
. decrease in prisc;n sentence lefgths in Canada, in part on the ’groupds of cost
effecti\}ehess. Tll‘nis decision was also. based on a belief that-the darhaging
effects of prolonged stays in prison increase the eventual risk of recxdwxsm.
There is a considerable amount of Amencan research wh1ch suggests that-l

prison inmates released after servmg a shorter time are somewhat more

-
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hkely to succeed after release than are those servmg “longer terms (Jaman .

and D:ckover, 1969 Mueller, 1965 Gottiredson et al., 1973 1977)

The. release of the oﬁender is a matter that was carefully ana.lysed o

by Fauteux (1956); _Ommet- (1969); and the Law Reforrn Commxssxon _(197.6).‘ ‘

The prison has a, umque place in the cr:rnmal jusnce system ltAhas no ..
discretion over its admxssxons It has to adjust xtself to meet the’ demands of .

the cnmmal 1Ust:ce process rmtlated by the pohce and decxded by the courts

(Newman and Prlce, 1977) How long an offender serves in prlson is based on

the ducrenona.l decmons of the -Natlonal Parole Boa.rd and the Correctmnal ‘_

Servnces. The treatrnent pl’ulosophy predommates m consxdenng aspects ‘of

- release wfuch requlre the® re-lntegranon of the offender into the commumty '

Lo

The release is gra.nted by the- provxs:on of parole superwsmn, mandatory

" supervision, ‘a gradu_al programme of temporary absence and’ day parole.

These‘- cons'iderations for the early release of the -ofiender'conﬂi_ct vefy much

'with the harsh sentenccs imposed by the ljudges who havé decided th‘e'fat}e‘ of

these 'offenders. : Some judges who aré aware of this’ confhctmg situation set
prison sentences in such a way as to~ ensure that the oﬁe;der will not be
conditionally _relea;ed until a minimum period of lmprlsonment has been

se’rved. Hogarth (1971) in his study of O_ntario magistrates fourd tnat 59_.2%". :
of the judges aclmodvle‘dgtéd takingdnlo account the possilnllity of rnitigating
actlon by the Parole Board Mandel (1975) comes to the conclusion that the

\.
mtroductlon of parole in Canada has resulted in an overall 1ncrease in

'sent_ence length and in tlme served in _pnson.
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As a general rule it is fairly accurate to assume that all federal
penetentiary inmates earn close to the maximum of two-thirds remission,
but that not all of them may be entitied to parole. This results in some
prisoners égrving more time in prison than was intended by the sentencing
judge (Canada S.G. study of conditional release, 1981);

The National Task Force on the Administration of Justice (1977-78)
and Hogarth (1971) emphasise that there is enormous unexplained variation in
sentences givc-:n to similar offenders from region to region, city to city and
individual judge to individua._l judge. The parole may have the‘ effect of
~ evening out some disparities, particularly in longer sentences. Yet the
different criteria applied in the release of offenders through parole and the
corrécﬁona.l services can easily be confus.ing and can create institutional
tension when two inmates convicted of the same offence -and same sentence
may have different eligibility dates (Canada, S.G.'s Conditional Release
Study, 1981). This has been c-aused mainly by the requirement of a minimum
period to be served prior to release eligibility. The minimum periods prior to
release eligibility vary. These decisions are’ mad'e b& the parole board and by
political authorities. They bear in mind the interest of the public énd also
standardise punishment from time to time (Canada, S5.G.'s Conditional
E}‘élease Study, 1981)-_ ‘

According to the minimum sentence requirement’ in Canada, a life
sentence inmate convicted of first degfee.murder automatically receives a

twenty-five year minimum period to parole eligibility. They.are also eligible

[ 4
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to apply for a j'udicial.review to have their term reduced after serving fifteen
years. The minimum period to be served does not greatly affect the inmates
who have short sentences to serve. .

Numerous studies on National Parole Board decisions (LeVeille, 1972;
Macnaughton-Smith, 1976; Demefs, 1978) indicate that National Parole Board
&ecisions are influenced more by factors in the offender's crirr;inal career (its
seriousness, length and consistency? than by pérsonal or biographical reasons.
Hann and Palmer (1980) note a number of factors that may contribute to
parole decisions. The annual parole gr;nﬁng rates in (hnada varied from a
low of twenty-five percent to a high of sixty percent between 1967 and 1978. -
Differences between regions, too, were identified especially by the high
parole rates in Quebec and the Atlahtic Provincés. Tﬁe general inference of
these studies is that the release with conditions has not proved to. be a
deterrent against future criminal behaviour of the-offender in the communify
(Demers, 1978; Macnaughton-Smith, 1976). ..

In conclusion, it could be said .that police,‘courfs and corrections are
three important adjyncts of the criminal justice proc;:es;. The discretionary
powers of tﬁese three adjuncts aré not clearly laid out. The effective
utilization 'of discretionary powers byhtﬁese adjuncts ;:odld_ bring about a
bettet.' coordination of the criminal justice process. This very fact was
emphasized by the Canadian Committee of Corrections (1969) which insisted
that "Discretion in the application of the criminal law should be allowed at
each step in the process of arrest, pl:OSECUﬁOﬂ, conviction, sentence and

corrections,” (Quimet. 1969, p. 16).



 CHAPTER Il

METHODOLOGY OF THE OTTAWA STUDY

’

This study examined the criminal careers of a selected group of
offenders arrested in the City of Ottawa during i981. These offenders were
selected on the basis 6f the nature of their 1981 arrests. There were ten
categories of offences which led to their selection: homicide, rape, armed
robbéry, robbery, assault, break and enter, auto theft, theft over $200, theft
under $200, and fraud. Subsamples’of twenty persons were selected from
each category, with the exception of homicide where only seven persons were
arrested during the course of 1981. Within each offence category, cases were
selected in such a way as to maximize the equal distribution of arrests over
the .year. 'I:hus, for example, there weré 200 offences of robbery committed
during the year. The study t‘huslselected every tenth offence rather than
merely the first twenty offences of robbery committed in 1981. By this
random saturated sampling method, 137 offences were selected from the
police occurrenée sheets, ‘These cases were identified by their individual
occurrence numbers. "

"The felevant police occurre;lce report files were traced from these
occurrence numbers. The report files indicated the history of the case with

details on the accused and the victim. If the offence turned out to be an
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"accused unknown" case, then the case was dropped and the offence file
found immediately after was selected. When there was more than one
accused person listed for an offence, only the person listed as the first
accused was included in the sample.

V{henever an offendér was arrested by police in Canada for the first
time, an identification number was assigned to him called the PRN number.

With the PRN number the criminal histories of the resulting 187 offenders

were then determined through the use of poliée form C430.

POLICE FORM C480

——

’The police form C#SO was the principal source of information. In an
effort to reconstruct the official arrest histories of the offenders this study
has heavily relied on the R.C.M.P. national arrest data, the- crime'oceurrence
sheets of Ottawa poliCe as well as court records. These records contain a
complete [isting of atl previous police arrests of the offenders in the sample
and the information on the disposal of all previous cases with dates of arrest
and incarceration.

The police form C480 contains the name of the offender with his
identiﬁcation PRN number. In addition to iisting all dates of previous arrests
this form also gives the different charges for each o\f—the’fa?rests with the
different court d:;ntes, postponements and the final disposal of the cases. The
other details included are the dates of sentence, the type of sentence and the‘3 ‘

B

dates of parole and early release from the prison.
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In this study the dates of arrest contained in the criminal histories

were taken as being the offence dates as these were often not available.

Most irequently when afrests'weég made, these occur almost shortly after

the offence had been committed (Jayewardene, 1982).  °-

The data analysis of all records was personally done by this author at

the Ottawa Police Station.

THE OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

2

The pru"fi'ary objectives of the study were:

To analyse the crimina! careers of randomly selected Ottawa

~ offenders along various dimensions. Some for these were: the gender

or sex, offender chronicity, age, the velocity or rate of offences,
, _ .

offender specialization, offence seriousness and criminal justice

response.

To describe the different types of .offenders.

THE VARIABLES -

2

The study focused on the following variables:

Sex: The gender of the offender was chosen to determine the
relative prévalence of criminality for the two Sexes as well as
cﬁffer_gnces in career patterns for r.nales and females.

Offender Chronicity: Offender chronicity was usually measured by

the number of arrests incurred by an offender. Habitual or chronic
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recidivists were defined as those offenders arresteéi on five or more
occasions. This variable indicates the proportion of offenders in each
category that are career criminals and the number of arrests amassed .
by some of these offenders.
Age: This was computed by subtracting the offen'cle;"s birth date
from his date of arrest. The study looked at such things as the ages
of onset of a criminal career as well as the ffequency, velocity and
seriousness of criminal ‘conduct at varying ages. . o

For the purpose of analyzing the effect of age in a criminal
career, a subsample was sglec't%d.' The subsample consisted of twenty
cases of offenders who had been Arrested on three or mo}e occasions
and had reached thirty;-two years of age by- 1981. The main
consideration in obtaining the subsample was to have offenders with
long criminal caréers. The subsample included offenders arrested for
all ten classified types of crimes cc;mmitted in 1981.
- Seriousnes:s was basically categorised in terms of the violent
and non-vi‘olent crimes. 'i'he violent c¢rimes were murder, rape,

assault, armed robbery and robbery. The rest of the offences were

considered non-violent. This was done in order to identify broadly

- any relationship between age and seriousness of crime,

Simllarly an analysis was done on the type of offences in which
the arrestees were involved at different age intervals, in order to
give an overall picture of the types of offences for which offenders

are frequently arrested.
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-

The Velocity (Rate) of Arrests: This variable was measured by the
spacing’ or intervals between anly pair of arrests. The spacing
between .arrests was in turn measured by the amount of time
elépsing between successive arrests. This variable indicates the
speed of recidivism and its relationship to the progress of a criminal
career. ‘ "= )

Months were the units of analysis used and intervals that were
not multi;;les of thirty days (each month is assumed to comprise .
thirty days@e_rounded to the nearest month. Thus if one arrest -
followed another within 54 days, this was taken to be an interval of
two mdnths. . ' '

A true measure of offender velocity must consider the time
that an offendet.' spends in confinement. When an offender is
incarcerated, the. police ﬁlés lmost often do not contain the date of
release. In such cases an estimation procedure is used to determine
the institution.al time sér\;éd by an o{fender; .

In the‘ review of li‘t;erature, it was seen that the maximum
sentences ordered by the court of law were very rarely effected on
the prison inmates. The minimum sentence that had to be served,
before consideration of parole eligibility, was one third of the
original ;cntence. There were also incentives for early release for
par{icipétioﬁ in individual programme plans. In addition there were

temporary absences and earned remissions. In view of these early
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releases mdst offenders were released after they had served
one ' third to two th.ir.ds of their sentences. On this basis we
estimated in those cases where information on reiease dates
was unavailable that the offenders served half their actual
sentence in prison Dbefore Deing released back into the
community.

CIn all ins‘tanc‘es where the criminal records indicated the date of
parole or early release, the time served was cai’cﬁlated from the
éxact date of release. In all other cases the time served was
estimated hypothetically. .

- This analysis was performed on the samelsubsampie of rwenty

offenders as was used in one of our analyses of age.
Crime Type Specialisation and Offender Classification: This analysis
sought to determine the extent of homogeneity in a criminal career,
indicates whether offenders tenc.i to persist in one area of expertise
or tend to drift from one offence to another.

Two analyses were performed. One was for all persori;s arrested
on three or more occasions. It was essential for the stud)}: of crime
type specialisation f& an offender to have been arrested on at least
three occasions. There were 104 offenders in this catégory and ral!
offences for which they had been arrested were included in this
analysis. All offenders who had committed similar offences at
different stages of their careers were pocled. This would give an

overall propensity to commit a particular crime. The higher the
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number in proportion to the total number of crimes ;ommined

| the greater' the specialisation. The next step w.as to add up all
other _types of offences committed by the different categories
of offenders. This total of allother crime types for which each
of these offenders had been arres;ted' gives an indication of
specialisation or non-specialisation. If tne proportion of the.
other offences too was as high as the main classified offence, it
was an indication of mn—speciaiisation. 1t the proportion of all
other offences was low with a .hjgh ‘proportion for the main
classified type of crirﬁg it was a clear indication of higher
specialisation. The percentéges worked out. on the total nu‘mber
of crimes committed galve a rélative picture of the propens&;- _
to coﬁjr;ni_t_ different offences. This analysis was done
separately for the subsample of twenty offenders, i.e. the -
identical subsar.nple studied for age ::L;md velocity. -The
procédure was the same as above.

¢
In the second type of analysis, we attempted to identify various

careef patterns from the criminal arrest histories of the ‘oﬁénder;.
Ifi’ order to detect patterns in a career 'only those arrested®several
times should be observed. Thus this analysis also cénsider'ed only
offenders with three or more arrests.

The offender typoiogy in this instance was categc’:ri.f:ed

accordingf:co the nature of offences for which these offenders had

been arrested.

- V153

The offenders were considered under {ive major
~ LM

L'
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categories which included (i) violent (2) non-violent turned

viclent (3) intermittent (4) violent turned non-violent (5) pure

non-violent. | ' ‘

The basic d'ilfferences were between the violent and non-violent
offences. The violent offences included murder, rape, assault,.armed
robbery_and robbery. The remaining offences uéerel considered as
non-violent offences. The different offenders were identiﬁeﬁ
according to the ﬁro;:ortion of the violent and non-violent off-ences in’
which they had been involved: !

(1) The Xpure violent" offender continued to commit: only

violent offences; - .o~

(2) The "non-violent turned violent" was one who had started his

career as a non-violent but had changed over to violence at a

late stage;

(3) The "intermittent" was one who alternated between violent

and non-—v'iolen.t offences throughout his careery

(4) "Violent turned non-violent" was one \;'ho had started his

career in crime by being arrested for violent offences and had

later switched to non-violent crimes; |

{5) The "pure non-violent" was one who continued to be

_arrested for non-violent offences only, (this catégory i;'\cluded
e:specia!ly the property offenders). |

The criminal career period was es;timated from' the time

duration between the first.arrest “md the last arrest. It was assumed
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tha; the length of the career could be related 1o the violent or non-
violent nature of the first offence and other related 1actor;-of age
and seriousness. The criminal career period was divided into three
équa.l sectors in order to evaluate the seriousness of criminality at

' ,
different stages in the criminal career. The seriousness scale used
will be described with the next variable.
Offence seriousness  In this analysis, the seriousness .Of criminal
behaviour and its relationship to the progress of a criminal career
were examined. Ten offences were classified according to gravity on
the basis of the relevant sanctions contained in the Canadian
Criminal Cod;e. ‘

A. ;erjousness score -was given to all offences that were
analysed in the careers. Specifically this was based on the maximum
punishments gpeciﬁcd for each of .the ‘offences. Offences were
ciassified into four degrees of seriousness. The first degree was
given.to offences with a maximum punishment of life imprisonment,
Second degree was for a maximum punishment between five and ten
years. Third degree was for a’maximum punishment of two to five
years. Fourth degree was for less than twa years maximum sentence.

Table I.depicts tﬁe scale of of!'ence seriousness.

Fo.r the seriousness analysis, again, we used the subsample of

twenty oOffenders with long careers. The seriousness scores were

worked out for age and velocity analysis.
. <

i
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The Criminal Justice Response: In this analysis we looked at, all
police arests, the number of prosecutions, and convictions a;l';ong'
them. Different disparities 1n> sentence; by way of fines, suspended
‘'sentences and probatioh and incarceration were studied. In addition
‘the aspects of -parole and period served in incarceration were also
analysed. Current sentencing practices were analysed based on 1981
~ offences. Finally, we included four -case studies in order to illustrate

the criminal justice response and the offender reaction to it.



CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SAMPLE

There were 187 cases selected for this study of criminal careers in
the Cify of Ottawa. Their general characteristics are display::ld in Table.if.
Of these cases, 174 were males and thirteen were females. The youngest
arrestee 'to be included in the sample was fourteen years old and the oldest
was fifty-eight years old. The criminal activity of the sample ranged f_r:m
those arrested on only one occasion (65) to bne offender who had thirt.y-three
arrests. The earliest arrest on record was at the ége of seven and the oldest
at fifty-eight. The crimes committed included the ten classified crimes as
well as other minor offences which iﬁcluded: causing a disturbani:e, public
. mischief, indecent ac;t‘s, statutory violations, impaired driving, escaping from
legé.l custody,- vagrancy, hrostitution, running a bawdy .house and

impersonating a police officer. The total number of offences for which the

persons in the sample had been arrested amounted to 992. 7

"
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SEX AND CRIMINALITY

Only 7.5% (thirteen) of the sample were females and 92.5% (174)
wer-e males. The 174 males had been arrested for cdmmitting 940 criminal
offences during their life prior to 1982, The thirteen females amassed fifty-
two arrests as their share of offences committed prior to 1982. |

The offences for which the females were arrested include eighteen
frauds, twelve thefts, two armed robberies, one robbery, two assaults, one
break and énter and sixteen minor offehces such as possession of fire arms,
vagrancy, running bawdy houses and prostit_ution. Table III gives ali details in

"relation to total crime committed by the sample.

The ‘l7¢ ‘males were arrested for 180 break and entries, eighty:eight,
robberies of which thirty-nine were armed robberies, 256 theft;, sixty-seven
auto thefts, forty-four assaults, eighty frauds, twenty-seven rapes, thirteen
murders and‘ 205 miner offences. 'The males accounted for most of the
offences cléssified in the st;ady. The minor offences included the possession
of a prohibited weapon, drugs, impaired driving, .causing a disturbance, public
mischicf', escape from legal custody, parole violations, failure to remain at
the §c§ne of an accident, failure to pr'oi'ide a breath sample, impersonating a

' police officer and indecent acts.

Fernales accow{;ed fa; oﬁly iive percent of the total crimes ior :
which offenders in the sample were arrt;ted. Sixty-one percent of the
females were arrested on one occasion only. Most of them were involved in
minor offences as well as thefts and frauds. Only in cxcepxional:g:as.es.were

they arrested for armed robbery, assault and break and enter.

Ay - -
/ . ’ * . - ’
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The males not only.exceeded the females on all classified types of
crimes, but they were also responsible for a greater proportion 6f serious
crimes. Based on the seriousness scale in Table I, the mean §;:riousness for
ali offences committed by females was 3.04 as opposed to the mean
seriousness scale of males which was 2.28.

Considering the \:ridlent and non-violent types of offences, the
females were mainly involved in non-violent offences, whereas the males
were involved in both violent and non-\fiolent ones. The males committed 768
non-violent offences, which were mostly property' offences, the females
committed five vi_olent offen®es; and the remaining forty-seven cases were
all non-violent offences.

Even on thé proportion of arrests per person, the males had a mean of |

6 as opposed to 4 for the females.

OFFENDER CHRONICITY

Of the total sample, forty-one percent of the arrestees could be
categorised as chronic offenders. They accounted for eighty percent of all
the recorded arrests of the sa.mf)le. About fifty percent of the chronic
offenders had been arrested on more than ten occasions. The mean age of
the chronic offenders at the time of the study was twenty:-seven years.

The chronic offender arrests can be visualized clearly in Figure I

which depicts the volume of crime with the increasing number of arrests of

»
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these offenders. .Table IV and Fig. 1 show the attrition rate with the
increasing number of arrests. -

‘ A majority of the females in the sample were first offenders.
Table V sindicates the drop-out rate with i%creasing n1urnbers ‘61 arrests.
There' ;}er_e only three females who could be classed as chronics and two of
them had more than ten arrests. The maximum nurﬁber of occasions on which
a female offender had been arrested was nineteen.

Among fhe males, forty-two percent were chr-onics. Thirty-three of
them had mche than teq‘errats and twelve had more than fifteen arrests.
There were three persons arrested on more than twenty occasions and the
maximum number of individual arrests was thirty-three.

The involvement of the chronics in serious offences against person
such as murder, ‘rape, armed and unarmed robbery ;lnd assaults, was
considerable. They were arrested on 114 occas;ons for.such crimes. The
whlole sample had been arre.;.ted 177 times for -such serio:xs offences. The

chronics committed 686 property and minor offences.

AGE AND CRIMINALITY

The mean age of the 187 selected Ottawa offenders was 25.1 in 1981.
Table VI classifies the mean agés of the offenders according to the different
tyb.es of instant offences. ~ The mean ages varied considerably for the
different types of offencesl,. | -

The mean age of gffenders arrested in 1931 for murder, rape and

fraud was above thirt‘y');ears. Most of the offenders arrested for robbery,
/ : H

-~



Table IV

Chronicity of Offenders
The Attrltlon With Increasing Arrests of 187 Cases in Sample

Number Number

of of ,
Arrests Cases Offence§.
1 187 992
2 122 927
3 104 891
~ 4 87 840
5 77 800
6 65 - 740
7 62 : 722
8 49 " 631
. 9 a4 591
10 35 510
1t 28 440
12 25 407
13 - 19. 335
14 17 ; 309
15 13 253
16 8 178
17 8 178
18 6 144
19 6 144
20 3 87
21 3 87
22 2 56
23 2 56
24 1 33
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Female Offender Chronicity

Number -, Number
of T of
Arrests Cases - Qffences
‘ 1 13 53
2 6 16
3 5 13
4 4 11
S 3 3"
6 2 32
p 2 32
8 2 32
2 32
) 2 32
2 32
2, T Ty " © 52
13 - 2 32
14 _ S
¢ 15 ¢ 1 19
16 19
17 .‘ ) 19
18 o e B
v 1 BT
~ 20 | o v 0

el
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Number of
Cases

20

‘ .
Total 187
r

‘mﬁoﬂwﬁ

Table VI

The Mean Age of the Ottawa Offenders
'Classified According to. the 1981 Instant Offence

Offence
Sample
Murder
Rape
Armed Robbery
Robbery
Assault
Break and Enter
.
Theft over. $200
Theft under $200

Fraud

Mean Age of Sample

Mean Age at

times of 1981
Instant Arrest

Total
Number o
Arrests

- 54
91

156

3
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assault, auto theft, theft under $200 and theft over $200 were between
twenty-two and twenty-four years. The lowest mean age was found among
arrestees who committed break and enter thefts. Most of them were less
than nineteen years old in 1981. .

The youngest age at which males in the sample had ever been.
arrested was seven. The oldest person arrested was sixty-three years old. In
th_e case of females the earliest arrest was af age ﬁft'een. and the oldest was
at age fifty-four. From among the thirteen females oni;' three in 1981 were
"Iabove thirty-five years of age, while four of them were Jess than eigﬁteen
years, Among males twenty-six were above thirty-five years, of whom seven
were over fifty years old. Theré were also thjrty-two-‘ males under eighteen
years of age in the s;mple. ,

The ages at arrest for all recorded crimes committed to date are
indicated in Table VIL "The highest number of crimes !1ad. been committ.ed
between agés eighteen and twentyéqne as well as prior to eighteen years.
: Fiity-éix..percent ‘of all arrests had "be'en for offences committed by'offenders
prio;'. to twenty-one years. About twenty-four percent or 237 cases of all
_arrests._i‘nvolyed young offer;ders below eighteen years. Those ovet ‘.chirty-
four years of age'aCCounted for ll#i'arrés.ts, which was about eleven percent
of the total number of offences committed. , o B
Consideri‘ng the types of offences and.the arrests for such oféences,

-

the age group eighteen to twenty-one contains the highest meﬂr of ‘arrests

‘-

for all classified types of )ﬁ‘ences excluding break and enter, rape and



Ages

Murder

Rape

Armed
Robbery

Robbery .
Assault

Break §&
Enter

Auto
Theft

The ft
Qver $200

Theft
Under $200

Fraud
QOthers
Totél
Mean

Seriousness
Score

. Table VII -

. [ 5
The Ages of Arrest for All Offences Committed
by Selected Ottawa Offenders :
Below - . ' : Over
18 18-21 22-25 © 26-29 - 30-35 34
2 4 3 2 1 1
4 ) i 3 « 6 8
9 16 2 5 5 4
10 21 2 6 7 1
_ 7 16 9 3 6 5
88 55 18 7 S 4
25 19 14 3 2 4
19 29 15 7 6 . o4
38 63 300 . 14 8 15
. & 4 .
11 24 22 i 14 8, °.9
24 70 37 22 22 46
237 322 . 153 86 80 114 -
1.92 1.81 2,65 2.57 2.4 2.77

16
181

67

80

168
98

221

992
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frauds. Thé break and enter, theft and auto theft arrests were highest among

2

young -offenders under eighteen years. The over thirty-four year group had

o

the highest number of arrests for rape or indecent assault offences.
Table VI indicates the mean seriousness scores calculated for the

offgades committed by kf\\e different age groups.. The seriousness score: was
o

aldp highest for the age group eighteen to twenty-one. The next group was
the juvenile group whose offences were just .11 degree less serious than those

of the previous group. The lowest seriousness of arrests was found in the
; A
over thirty-four year group (2.77).

-

The seriousness of arrests from twenty-two, years to over thirty-four

rangl:s from 2.4 to 2.77. Though the general seriousness of this age group-is
lowl, a marked ‘peak in the Seriousne;sfcould be observed:in the thirty to
thirty-three year age category. F{nally, offences against property and
serious offences against the person were also most freque;mt '\r': the age group
eighteen to twenty-one. Table VIII shows property anc'l other minor offences

. 1
as opposed to the serious offences against the person.

Age of Onset
" The age of onset, or the age of initial arrest, of 33.1 percent qf‘the

sample was less than eighteen years of age.. Another 32.1 percent (si m

BT

cases) had . been initially arrested between eighteen and twenty-one wrs
Initial Hrrest or first oylgnd r arrests had rarely occurred. betweén'ages

{ .
twenty-six and thirty-three. Table IX depicts the ages of initial arrests

-

\



The Agés of Arrest forsexﬁUBQOffenceé Against the Person
and Property and Other Minor Offences

Serious Offences
Against the
Person

Property and

Other Minor
Offences

Total

Table VIII \

Beltw . Ovér

18 ~ 1gTL-. 22-25 26-29  30-33 34
32 62 17 \\59 25 2

205 260 T 136 67 55 92°

237 322 153 86 go 11y
-]
«
r
&
1

Total

17¢

815

992



: . Age of Onset for 187 Cases Studied Classified
According to the Nature of 1981 Instant Offences

-

Belo@

18
Murder 3
‘Rape 2
]
Armed
Robbery 6
Robbery :' 9
Y
. )Assault 6
Break §
Enter 8
Auto
Theft 8
Theft > 4
¥ Theft < 7
’ Fraud 9
Total 62
Criminals
. ith ova
R K56 Afrésts - 96

i

18-21

Table IX

22-2

.

ta

1

2

1

4

'@ﬂ‘ ‘

5 26-29 30-33 34 > \\zstal

1

5

KN

7

20

20

20
20
. 20

20

1 187

122
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according to types of initial offences and instant offences. The age of onset

was rather advanced in the case of 1981 instant rape offenders. But in the

- case of assault by instant offenders the age of onset had a peak before

eighteen years as well as after thirty-four years.
g

Table X indicates the age of onset of the offenders who committed

only one crime. The majority of such offenders were young offenders below

 eighteen years. The second largest group of first offenders was in the

eighteen to twenty-one age group. The over thirty-four years group was the
third largest group of first offenders in the sample. Considering the types of
offences, first offenders were ar‘re.s;ed‘ most often for such offences like
rape, assault and theft. It is interesﬂng to note that offenders who were over
twenty-two years had not been arrested for such of{ences like robbery, armed ,
robbery‘, break and enter and theft uridér 5200. - .

The mean and median ages' of onset for the entire sample are
presented in Tai)Ie XL The me'an age of ‘on.set of the 187 cases was 22.87 a}nd
the median was eighteen.. ,'_I'l;\‘e mean age of onset-of the' rec‘i.divist group
(off_endérs with three :or more arrests) was 19.06 and the median was
feventeen. In the case of :ﬁrst offénders, however, tlhe mean a\-g\g-. of onset ) |
was 26.6 ahd the mode was 23.8. -

A striking feature is the similarity, in the_ agé groups involved in
off;;'nces suqh as _armed: robbery, robbery, break and enter., :-:u.\d theft. ’V‘I'he
mean was between seventeen and nineteen year3\for the whole sample ‘(the

- recidivists as well as t@irst offenders). Tp(%:ra! picture is that Jmost
initial .arrests were pric;r to twenty-three yeaF;;. " - R J\

. -
>
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4
Table X -
q .
Age of Onset For One-Time Offenders :

Classified Accordmg to the Nature of 1981 Instant Offences

" Instant Below T - ‘ : - ,
Offence L8 18-21 - 22-25 ‘26-29 30-33 4 > Total
Murder - - 1 - 1 1 3
Rape = 3 - 2 4. 4 = 13
Arked R 2 2 - - - - 4
Robbery 2 1 - - -t - 3
Assault - - 1 3 2 4 10

Break & _
Enter 3 3 - - - - 6
AU{:O ' R ! ]
" Theft 2 - 2 - - 1 5
Theft > 1 2 3 1 2 1 10
Theft < 3 5. - - - - 8
Fraud ‘ - 1 - - 1 1 3
16 . 14 7 6 10 1z 65
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\

The Initial Type o'f Crime |

Table XII iists the initial type of crime for which tbhe offenders had
been arr&ted. Most offenders were fir§t arrested by police for a widé
variety of offences prior to twenty-one years. First arrests occuring after
the age of thirt‘y tend to i;nvolve rape, assault, fraud or theft. THe initial
<.:rime was of a non-violent nature in .137 cases and involved violence in fifty

cases. Of the fifty offenders that started with a violent crime, fifteen

continued to commit further violent offences. About seventy-three percent

of thefirst arrests were for pruperty and other minor offences. Fifty-four

cases, or 28.3 pércent, of the sample were .involved in theft as a first
a : '

offence. Break and enter was the initial crime for thirty-five cases or 18.7%

of the sample. In twenty-four (12.3%) of th‘s\ cases, their first offence was a
minor one, such as public mischief, the possession of drugs, vagrancy, and

disorderly conduct. The other initial arrests includt‘a‘d seventeen cases of -

robbery, sixteen cases of assault, fourteen cases .of rape, fourteen cases of

- auto thefts, ten cases of fraud and three cases of '_murder.

The subsample of twenty active.offenders over thirty years of cage

and with at least three arrests was utilisgé to study the relations,between the

- initial crime and crim.in%'areer as well as initial age -of crime and criminal

. : R : U
career. Table XIII reflects the initial offences committed by these twenty

recidivist offenders and the length of their criminal careers. 5ix of these
. offenders had committed initial offerices which were violent acts against the

person. The remaining fourteen cases were for committing non-violent

~ - >

\‘Cﬂ"" “



. Table XII

Initial Type of Crime of 187 Cases in Sample

Murder .
vaépe ‘
;Armed,Rohpery

Robbery

Assault /

Break and ‘Enter
Auto Theft
Theft Over $200
Theft Under $200

- Fraud

Other Minor Offences

Total

8

Number -

of .
Cases

(72

187



The nature and age of the instant affences,
the first arrest and career length aof ten- -

sub sample

k]

Case no Instant offence First offance
.
i Orive with
1 Robbery disqualification
2 Robbery T;affic in narcotics
3 flobbery Assault. ST
a Fraud False pretence
5 Fraud Rabbery .
) Fraud Theft
7 Robbery False pretence
8 Auto theft Theft
9 Theft under* ‘Break and enter
o] Theft under Auto theft
i f Theft uﬁder Assault
{2 Assault Rape
15 Rape " Theft
14 Murder Break and enter
15 Break and enter Attempted robbd
16 Armed robbery Assault
17 Armed robbery Damage to.property
18 Armed robbery Auto theft
19 Rabbery Drug possession
20 Assault Theft '
Total .
Mean

Mean deviation

The variation

13.25
3.5

THRBLE XILI

“ w P B
SEE 38 EEE
2T 2ES ¥538
19 312
a1
1 U7
18 13 " 21
27 B 9
17 6 29
2 312
19 5 36
16 1 22
17 8 20
22 917
18 s 16
20 9 18
16 4 18
27 2 5
17 7
PA % 15
28 a1 13
23 2 9
17, 31417
40.1 739 335
20.5. 36.95 16.75
T .82
P2

Total number

of arrests

235

11.75
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‘property and other minor offences. The mean length of criminal career of

property offenders was 18.1 years as opposed tq. 13.5 years of the violent -

offenders. ‘ _ - o ‘ . L e

It is difficult to see any pattern in the. type of iniiial offence and t'i';é
length of the career especially when we compare Table XLH with the overall
sample. There were th’f’rty-thr‘ee'first offenders who were arrested for
committing violent crimes. ‘There were also thirty-two first offenders who
were arrested for committing non—violent."proper'ty crimes.

Analyzing ﬁex_t the iﬁﬁd type of crime at the beginning of a career
and the type of instant offence a relationship is found between the type and .
seriousness ‘of these two offences. The instant d_ffehces tend ;to' be Jmore
serious than the initial offences. The mean' seriousness score of the initial’
type of offences was. 2.5 and the meansseriousness score of ti\g instant

offences was 1.13. There is no pattern of property offenders escalating in

property offences or violent offenders escalating in violent offences. This is )

* a complex picture of alternating crimes from violent to non-violent and from

non-viclent to viclent offences. There were few exceptions where violent
offences were committed as initial offences and as instant offences.

The length of the criminal careers of the offenders in the .sdbs;ample .

is indicated in Table XIIl. The rpeain age of initial arrest pf this sdbsémple -

was 20.5 years. The mean age of, the subsample at the time of the stidy was
36.95 years. The mean length of the criminal career washl6.75 years.' The

’
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- subsample arrests totalled 235 instances, which accounted for a mean arrest .
rate of 11.75 per individt;;l (in"his careef).

.There was a negative correlation (-.52) between the length of the
criminal career aﬁd the age"of. onset or initial arrest ( was ~.52. The mean
déviaﬁoﬁ for the ag'e'of onset was 13.25 and the variance was 3.5 The mean
Adeyia.tion/‘feg\';he length of criminal. career was 41.4 and the variance was
6.7). This indicates thaf early age of arrest was rélated to longef criminal
careers. AAbout fifty percent of the subsample had been ai-rested as juveniles.
Table XIV depicts the distribution of arrests of the career criminals in the
subsample. The. career criminals had been at‘r.ested m _relativelyq‘;::w
occasions as juveriles. | e ) | |

CHs h_otiéeable that their arrest recofds increase, there is a greater
tendéncy fror'time.ir being‘arr.ested more often'. The arrest _figﬁres i_ridicate
thét career offenders were arrested. mofg.often between“ ;twenty-twp and
thirty-three yerars. ;l':-ible 'XIV sho'ws a graduél Pprogression of arrests with
increasing age until the mid thirties at which poi'n.t a"décli_ne t;ccurs. |

THE VELOCITY OF OFFENCES (STREET TIME)

The subsample of twenty offenders was also used in "this analysis.

The average interval between arrests for these offenders.was 9.8 months.

The median interval was 3.45 months. The.greaNiiﬁérmcé between the
mean and median. indicates ‘the wide variation in. the size of the interva'ls.h
- Thq'velocitj of_the offences is shown in Table XV‘ ‘

N



- - Table xIv |
' Distribution of Arrests at Different Age Intervals
of the Sub Sample of Career Criminals ‘

ATrTEStTS ' o Over

Number of Before - S . _ 33 "Total
Cases 18 yrs 18-21- 22-25 26-29 3D-33 Yéars  Arrests
20 25 29 © 435 45 55 - 40 235




. . ..'l‘ﬁe mean- and medtap spacing ‘e twesn.di fferent" i
o - arrest pairs for a sib-sample-of 20 offenders
B se’lected on the basis of -the best 2’ pr1or o
' arrests and age. of at least 32 years _ ' .
' o U Mean,.s;.;acing,_-v L Hed'i.fan spacing
Ar_rest_m - ‘ M—gs,ﬁ - street time) . {street -tim‘e)
Tewe " 2 . T o2e2 e
2 -3 : - Con ©19.99 " - 11
3-8 g.94 - T
4 - F S 929 -4
5-6 2 ot 5 B 5
6 - 7 : 19:62 C 7
7 -.8 4.21 3
8-9 . 9.46 - 3
9 -10 1.0 . 3 -
.16 - 1 8.3 2
11 - 12 8.4 3
12 - 13 . 7.4 1
13 - 14 o 1.87 3
14 - 15 . 9.75 1
15 - 16~ 3 14.33 5
16 - 17 2 4.0 1
17 - 18 2" M Qo - Q
18 - 19 2 ‘ 1.5 -3
19 - 20. 2 20.0 0o .
. 20 - 21 2 0 2
©21 - 22 1 . 4 0.5
22 - 23 ] 1.0 . 1.0,
23 - 33w 10 4.8 4.8
215, 9.30 7 3.45
* this .total exc‘ludes the first 20 arrests of ten 20 cases. in
: ten sub sample '
»*tm_c]_udes combmafion of arrests in-oné case
o \
- TABLE XV

~
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| -’The average street txme mte:vaj showed some Irregularmes but on:
the whole the mtervats betweem purs of arreots decreased with sucoessxve
purs. Thedeaenemdicataanmqeaemﬂtevdmty otoﬂending mth

theprogrusofacnmma!career I.ogxcaﬂyenough asthetotal numberot .

a,rrests mc:‘eased for an otfender the mtervals between the-xr a.rrests

.decreased-.‘_ "Those oftenders wlth eleven or rnore arrests tended to be

5

) a.rrested at least once a month.

_ | - The cnmmal career penod was divxded mto three equa.l sectors to

study the veloczty of- arrest: vath the length ot the Career. Table xvr
: dnsplays the mean street nme of exghteen cases m the subsample. Only cases

' wnth three paurs of arrests were conﬁdered in thxs ana!ys&s. The mean street

5

’ ttme for the hrst th:rd of the career wa.s 14 35 months. ‘I'has mcreased to.

.’t

14.96 months m “the second thxrd and came down to 9.8 nfo‘nths in the fmal

third. This g:ves the xmpressnon that offenders are a.rrested mare often as

Cogs

S Lx b

the length of their career 1ncreases.‘ The mode for the three sectors of the o

" career gwes a better p:cture of - the veloc1ty.. The mean street txme mode for .
the first stage (ﬂrst thurd penod) of the career was 8 0 months. Thxs n'arrows -

.down to 5.0 for the second stage (second thll‘d perlod) and mcreases shghtly \

to 5.2 months in the third stage (fmal thtrd perlod) ‘The’ fmdxng was that
with the mcrea.se in the length of the career, ottenders tended to be arrested
more frequently. . ' .

“Six of the offenders in . the subsample were lnvolved in a v;olent

- 5

initial offence. Three;of ‘these. o_ffenders who had heen arrested'for‘

-
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'comm:tung vxoient offences as )uverules had e v’ery long ca.reer in.crime and

had a very §hdrt street ume. The three ather cases whp were arrested after.

"'theu' twentyosecondyewhadamm spa.ced street tune tban those who \vere,

L ', arrested as ;uvemlu.

; _CRIME SPE.CIALISAT]ON AND CR!MF. SWITCH’ING

- The lack of spee:aﬁsat:on is sbown by the dxverse offenceu commxtted" ,"_ -

) ".»by the offenders.. A breahdo‘m of the type of offences commmed by the-_‘."_.'

. - ,"SWPle- grouped accordmg to thexr 1981 offencel, 1s shown in Tabie XV!L_ =

"“L‘The percentage of arrests for other offenoes commntted by the sal'nple ' oo |

'appears in Table XVIIl. Table X}X mdu:ates the dnfferent typcs of oﬁences- _ .

Tl

S -commstted by offenders charar:tensed by a vamety of offences in thelr" )

' ‘_cr:mmal hxstorfes.. Table XX shows the percentage of arrests for otherj*"
: ‘offences commxtted hy the Sampie. : o o
Those w:th a robbery mstant offence had, in the past, ‘been arrested, o

‘_pr:man!y for robbenes, ,break and entnes, thefts, auto thefts and mmor'_'

o offences. Perscms comrmttmg break and enter as thexr mstant offence

: prlmaruy had break and entrfes, auto theftg, thefts and mlnor foences in

N .thexr cnmmal lustorles. ~ They were a.rreqted only on a few ot:casmns for"" ¢

r1es and tended to avmd v101ence. Persons m the theft categoty’ were

"farrested for a Iarge number of break and entries, auto thefts and frauds, m_ .
”addmon to- thefts._ Offenders m the fraud category had often been arrested

'_"for fraud m thelr past but ‘were also frequently arreSted for thefts, break and .
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.92

entries and minor . offences... The offenders in the rape Category were not

arrested for any prior rape offences. One person had been arrested before. |
for murder and an.armed robbety. The rest of their arrests were for non-
yiolent offences sueh as theft, break and enter;'fraud and minor offences.'
Murder suspects had not been arrested for any other -rnorder o'ffencée. T\vo

murder suspects had been arrested for a total of 'two violent'offencesin the -

‘past: these were for asaults. The re:t of their offences were for theft,

' break and enter and minor offences Persons in"the assault category were

arrested for a wide variety of serious of:fences with the exception of. fraud.

They a]so had a high number of arrests for minor offences mcludmg 1mpa1red"

- dnvmg and public mischief.

. The percentages reflected in Tables XVII and XX indicate the h:gh

~crime switching that’ was taking place mostly between property oftenceS.'~.

‘The property offenders in . Table XVHI were not arrested frequently for

[

violent offences. "The v:olent offenders switched between minor offences and _

> . tj_'j -
property crimes. "

-

Tables XXI and XXII show a. marked trend in cnme sw1tchmg among

the career 'cmmmals in the subsample. Though there was no sharp

specxahzatzgh of a category: of offenders bemg arrested for one specxfu: type.- .

 of cnme, there was a I'ugh degree of spec;ahzat.lon of. offenders m fraud '

' break and enter and theft categones. .

From the total crime - arrests exc.ludmg minor offences, :t can be

- inferred that thefts ‘and break and entries were more frequent than ‘all other _
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_ The anmegam of arrests for the types L I
of offences contained in ten criminal histories . :

of of fenders in sub sample classified according - RS
to Commission of mm_mnﬂma oxmznmm ‘ L
5. _ ;
a ' .
W. i ..m ' . b
A it iy R o N '
. 5 . g2 - o = vm_.nm:nmmm
. > g het d s ° 3. w7 error due .
§ . % B T % 2z % § 3 oopo e
: &£ E & & 5 2z & &« CE T e
Murder 7.41 372, WML.11 375 3.2 N 7.4y SR p 2 3 . ,d.oqam._
Rape 2.04 8.6 6.3 204 632 . - @ 204 - :wo.z_._..m.wm 46.94 - __“_.;8 8
Armed Rabbery N33 1.3 16 . 6.5 6.67 '8 9.3 4 16 533 Nm 3" _8
Robbery .13 -1.33 10.11 15.73 §.74 . 5,69 3.37 0 4 4 H__m,_.m 5,61 Nm 8 _9 297
Assault 132 2.63 - 9.21 .57 IGT 1306 9.21 2,63 1701 .m_ 2. S B9 1816
Break enter 1.03 - .03 6.9 . 3.09 21.65 14, 3 402 ._d.w....mu.. 3, 8 mm um Sﬁ_m
Auto theft 76. 1.53 ° 6.87 ° 3.83  .8.39 ' 11.46 16.79  3.83 :“w_m 3. 8 Nm 12 d\% mm
Theft over - -3 0.2V 227 125 17.08 11.36 BRI ,_n.s \;.; ¢ wg .wm
Theft under 47 laz 667 518 567 812 9440 332 21.23 .13, 2, . 25.95 | &._..%,
Fraud- - 81 .4.03 4.8 1. 61 4.03 12,09 6.45 2. 16 nm 8 ..a so ﬁ |
TOTAL 515,41 2077 73.75 ©64.92 . 61.58 95.16 91.25. 40.18 :a 2 ﬁom ~8 84,
Mean Jm 20 - 74 65 62 .95 9.1 4.0 R m 7.2 mm..a...,;
: T UTABLE XXII. ’ i et
. - L .. “ ! ..s.r. ,m.n- ~ u,.» ,.m B :” . W
' “- _ _- b - N.. u h. : h...‘ ».-



offences.- Arrests for mxnor offences wel'e generahy commort-

-

- -l' E '_‘ Another anaryexs was done to 1dent1£y any career ,.pattem:kamong 104

(twenty cases) of the }04 cases- had'-beenqn

able ~xxHI §hows -

..,".-.

. Ihere wene 33,_696

b '. -~

erm:tten' c:ff‘endenr a.ltem‘cit'zﬁg" '

-~ --r“!.. et

between vmlent and non—wolent-cf‘imes. Qniyhstn ' pertentage ot 2% 8% Gxx

careers, whue 3.8% (four cases) rem-amed molent throughout -theu‘ careers m

“crime. e TS TR

senomness 1n the hrst and second stage was

was seen m the fmaLstage. .

very shght. The marked change‘ "

4T ) -




. The effender typology of persons -arrested

. : . on three or more occasions
RS
OFFENCE PATTERN . " NUFBER OF CASES
Violent - : 4
Non-violent turned violent : - 35
Intermittent A 20
. )

Violent turned non-violent ) . 6
Pure non-violent _ . | 39
-TOTAL . - e 104

4

* The study looked at 104 offenders with three or more
arrests ta study the pattern of seriousness with time

TABLE XXIII



Cases

13

16

13

1

10
17

Total 104

Seriousness of offences (1nc1ud1ng minar offences)* _

L

across stages of criminal career of 104 offenders -
. ~ with two or more arrests

First Third of

the Career | i§gggngrfbj;9h ;ﬂ;;l |
Murder 2.25 . 280 . 2.0
Rape .2.95° 2.68 L 2.3
(indecent ' ) =
assault)
Armed 213 1.76 ‘ 1.36
robbery ' : N -
“Robbery 2.5 . 172
Assault 2.61 C2.66° 2
Break and 2.14 : é.13‘ . 2.02
Enter ) . Lo .
Auto Theft  1.86 1290 : .87
Theft over ‘zﬁss ,’z.ig 't' 2.78
Theft under 2.63 3.05 2.82
Fraud 2.96 2.88 2.96
[
- ' 24.62 25.13 22.44
2.86" 2.5 2.28

Hean seriousness

% Minor offences 1nq1uded_with possession of prohibited

o

TABLE XXIV

t

weapans, drugs, related offences, public mischief,
indecent acts, escape from custody and: statutory
vfolations.

LoatAy



4

"_"‘\ [
\/\ and, auto thefts commxtted very serious'crimes dunng the three. stages of

’

Since minor -offences had been co_mrhitted ‘by all types of offenders a e
seoarate analysis was done after excluding minor offences. - The seriousness -

scale tended to be inconsistent due’ to the number’ of minor. ‘offences

-

committed by all offenders.j between the ten classmed types of offences.

Hence it was considered mi e reahsﬁc to work out seriousness scores’ thhout

minor offences. Table XX clearly shows the progressmn of senousness

v

within the length of the cnmmal career. The offence sefiousness mean at

the first stage was 2.19. Durmg the second stage the seriousness mcreased to

1.95 and it further mcreased to 1.9% in the final stage. In thxs

transpired that offenders mvolved in armed robbery, murder, break andyenter

their careers. The persons involved in fraud offences and theft under $200
con'jpltted less serious offences throughout their careers.

[\\ A separate analysis was done thh the twenty career dsu?mals in the
subsample. Tablé XXVI shows that seriousness increased from the first stage
to the second stage but that it dropped slightly in the fma! stage. If we

compare this Table with Table XIII we can see that some offenders who had

had. their initial arrests prior to Sixteen years had committed instant offences

-
-

which were hlgher in seriousness than their initial offences. There were some

'others whose instant offences were less serious thanm thexr mmal offences.

An analyszs-was also done after excluding the scores for minor offences. This”

appears ihh{:,XXVII. This gives a clear picture of progression of

seriousness with advancement in criminal careers. The mean seriousness in

L]



Tahlé' m

> .

< Serzousness of foences (Excludlng Minor Offences*) Across-
3:Stages of a. Cr1m1nzl Career of 104 ‘Offenders w1th_Jhree or, More Arrests

Y .
.- »

‘. Cases -~ - Of Thg'Caxger : ;an:Thi;Q - Final Thixd
S‘iﬁrde;- . 1:83 1.7 1.40
6 Rape. . | . ‘ - : ' - ’
(Indecent Assault) 2.88 i . 2.25 1.90
13 Armed Robbery: 151 . . 1.4 - 117
'.LG' nobbery | 205 . '_‘.'2.41 - 1.37 .
_ ‘9 Assault -  ' . 2.38. 2002 2.3
| 13 _Break 's'-gn:ei-' | ‘,1.86' . luas K 1.6
n —(-}\.uto.qheft T.o181 1.62 . 1.82
.6.";I"heft over . . T 2.56 1.95 PPT
IR Theft Under .~ 213 2.38 - 2.62
| 17 Fraud . T 2.86 252 2.m
" Total 104 ' . 21.91 19.54 19.44
- Mean 2.19 + 195 1.94
. Mlnb;-offences~exc1uded were possession of proh1b1ted weapons,
drug related offences, public mischief, indecent acts; escape
£rom custody and statutory violations.
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Seriousness

_ ) , "mhm mWI?_ :
Ser1ou5ness of Offences (Including Minor Offences) Across Stages of

3

Cr;mlnal Career of 20 Cases 1n Sub Sample
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Across Stages of Cr1m;na1 Career of 20 Cases in Sub Sample ‘n'"-fﬁ\

'-FNb; of -

- Cases

T R Y 7, T L O R S
- . - e L] "" . -

e e
N O
. . LI

sl
‘ 14,

. 16,
17.
18."
19.
20.
Mean o ’
Serxousness

: , "”A';f' Table xxvrr ,
Ser;ousnes; of OffEnces (Excludlng Mlnor Offences)

"t
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‘the fu‘st stage was 2.25 Th.lS escalated to 197 in the second stage and"- -

'.‘ xncreased iurther to l 88 in ‘the tturd stage. B S R . K .

i—

I CRIMINAL JUSTICE. RESPONSE ‘, ‘;_ e "_;,._

The study analysed crlmmal records of g? offenders who had been

- ) arrested by pohce on 992 occaslons. The charges ranged fro

drugs, pubhc property damage, and mdecent acts, to hormmde.

records 1nd|cate that most arrests were pursued thh court actlon. Twenty- o
N three percent ot cases were w1thdrawn by the Cro\vn aiter charges were latd' .
“on the suspects. . Thirteen percent of the cases were pendmg at the tnme of -
the. study. .(The study was conducted in-July, 1982 and arrest hxstones were -
N followed up to June. 1982) | 7
Leavmg asade the undec:ded cases and the cases, thhdrawn, the rate -. :
" of comnc:uon in cases prosecuted by pohce was very hlgh The probabxhty of o
‘convictxon was seventy-fwe percent for ail offences in whxch prosecut1ons". :
“'occurred. The accused were acqmtted only in 50 of the 666 prosecunons. In o
236 of. these prosecunons, the suspects were ordered to be mcarcerated. Th.ls L
' mcluded severa] recndnv:sts who had been mcarcerated on’ more than ﬁve
,_occasxons There were 83 offenders in the sample who had been mcarcerated 3 - :
' at Ieast once pnor to 1982. ~Surty-snx oﬁenders were mcarcerated fon traﬁlc -
' "offences, bail vxolatrorts, mlschref, possesslon-of weapons and for retennon-of- o .

a ‘stolen property. They served very short pnson sentences from two days to

"y

- twomonths.-_ o h

L
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v
.

-




it ouains o S AL LT P U R e

ot

g 4

: ’ -‘ .‘ ." ,‘ DR N » .

The Reaviest punishments were for murder. The mean sentence for

3

: murde'r was about forty-eight months inca.rceration 'per offence. The average

incarceration for rape and asault was’ fzfteen months; for robbery it was

' ,thirteen monthr for break and enter, seven and a half months for auto theft,

seven months; for other types of _thef'tx six months;'and for fraud, five -

months. The sentences weré on an average less than ten percent of the .

maximum punishment prescribed by the Cr_iminal Code.

- There were 52-instances where a fine was tried as an alternative to
iﬁearceration. The fi_nes ranged from sio for a day to $500 for '.twe months.
These tines were. impdsed' for minor offences especially when the main

charges were withdrawn. Fmes were 1mposed mostly in minor offences, but

. . there were nine cases of thefts, seven cases of assau.lt, a case of fraud and a

" case of rape where fines were mfhcted. Probation was given as ‘the only '

form of punishment accompanymg a suspended sentence in 113 of these

" cases. Thrrty-fwe percent of the cases of probation were for offences of -

theft, twenty-three percent for break and enter and eighteen percent for
auto thefts, Thel rest were for -minor violations."- |

' Since the 187 offenders commatted 992 offences a\_t(,vanous stages in
: the pa.st, the' sentencmg may seem to have been inc:onslstent. For the
' purpose - of - understandmg the current characterlstlcs of criminal ]usuce
"response, we studned alt pohce arrests for the mstant offences that took
place in the year 198!. ‘ The dusposmons gtven m these cases are presented m

: Tab]e XXVllI.
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- INCARCERATION oENTENCES PASSED, BY

COURTS FOR 1981 OFPENCES

- INCARCERATION: TOTAL PRISON. SENTENCE

No cages - . . In Months
Murder 5 180
Rape 1 ) ’0.13 !
Armed Robbery . X 9 160
'Robbéry 10 95
hssault 2 | 3
Break and Enter 35 50
Auto Tnéft 10 | o
Theft Over 6 : - 5.3
.Theft Under 16 - Ces
Fraud 13 | 5k
Retain Stoien - '
Property 10 82.33
Escape'from Cusfody | : 9 : ' _'46.5
Damage Public ‘ | |
Property 8 - 23.5
Miéchief 3 . 3  v
Possess Weapon 3 N 5}33‘ 7
Bail Violgtion 8 . . o 5.5 )
Drugs Charge 7 | 56;66_
}ImpairedﬂDriving or
Driving when ‘ S o

18 - ; 19

Suspended

TABLE & XXIX



o and armed robbery, ‘ten percent.

© 105

In 1981 there were 332 charges: laid by police of which sixty-nine

- charges were pendmg at the time of the study. Twenty-seven percent of the

cases pursued by pohce m court were wnthdrawn at a later stage by the ™~
"Crowh. The accused were found gu1lty in 175 of the 201 ofiences ad]ud1cated,‘ '

in court whtch accounted for an exghty—exght percent convncnon rate. Only-

. ‘twenty-sxx 1nd1v1duals (1c. twelve percent) were acquitted.
The heav:est sentences imposed were for murder and f'ffé mean

sentence for murder was three years. Mean sentence for armed robbery was

-sixteen months For the rest of the offences classxfled the mean sentence e

was [ess than ten months. In the case of robbery it was 9.5 months; for break.

and enter, 6.3 rn_onths; for fraud, 3.2 months;. for theft under $200, one.

~ month; for theft:over. $200, .89 month; for assault, .43 month; and for rape',

" .06 rno'nth. The lowest sentences were for offences of'rape and assault,

Probation and suspended sentences were Ordered for'.;‘Z9“6 per cent of

the offences which"Were convicted in court, Except fer cases of murder a
suspended sentence was adjudmated at least once for the nine other classmed

ofiences.~ Sncty—sxx percent of the rape perpetrators received suspended

sentences. The percentages of suspended sentences for other o'ffences were_ .

for: theft over $200, fifty percent; auto theft, forty-seven percent, assault, ,

thirty-seven percent, fraud, twenty-four percent robbery, twenty-three

percent- theft under $200, twenty percent; break and enter, mneteen percent;

TS
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“assault, rape and thefts both over and under $200." The remaining classiffed

offences -were dealt with by incarceration on.ly. | , '&a'

The incarceration rate for murder was one hundred per cent,‘ for ..

armed robbery, ninety percent; for break and enter, elghty-one‘percent; for. ~© e

percent; for auto theft, ﬁfty-three percent; for theft over. $200, thxrty-four - ;- “

percent; for assault, twenty-fzve percent, and for rape, fourteen percent. ".‘-_f;-h e

Incarceratmns were ordered on 117 occasions or: in forty-two percent of the

cases. The maximum sentences specified in the Canadxan Crmunal Code -are - .y

inTable XXX. L
- It is;, clear from the crirninal jusﬁce response tha.t‘ all -'offehder'e ’

arrested by pohce appeared in court. Pol:ce do not appear to have used any

sentenced to mcarceranon. The courts too have not utnhsed the1r -

, d:scretxonary powers to divert juveniles away frorn the crlrmnal ]usnce
_process. If the mandate of the cr1rnma1 1ustxce process is to pumsh as weIl as ‘7.;' ' N
to rehabilitate the offender, then the pumshments should be in keepmg wlth —.
- that motive, In some cases suspended sentences were bemg 1ndxscr1mma_tel)t - L
applied to offenders who had commit'ted ;evera]'.‘o{tenca year -after.' year_

Traffic offenders too were incarcerated. From the incarceration rates, it is" -~ .. ="
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' !.‘cleaz: that a ma;onty of . those mcarcerated were property- 6f1ehdérs and

. '-.:""oitmders mvolved in robbena. ‘ 'The heavy concentranon of property

- '.of:fenders he.lps the educaﬁve process of the oﬁenders, ‘éspeci ally by the
exchange of know-how. Tlus may be a reason. ior the scalanon of property

AT offenc&s,_ lt 1s thh -the mtcnnon of mghhghung crmcal pmblems 1n The

~ . U
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CASE STUDIES

' THE MASTER'S CASE
The first case referred to is that of an offender Qho had been
arrested on thirty-three occasions and whose most recent case was pending at
- the’ time of the study. The study: does not intend to disclose any identities,
hence he wi[l be called 'Mastef‘ for the sake of convenience.
‘ 'Master‘ was sxxteen years when he was’ flrst arrested and charged for
a break and enter and theft. He was fo_und guilty on two’ counts and was

. o N ]
sentenced to twelve months of 1mpnsonmmt definite and six months

mdeﬁmte on each count and the sentence was to run concurrent!y for three

months. *Master’ had served thirteen’ months of hns prison sentence when he
- was paroled. Two months after his release from prison, 'Master’ was arrested
for theft .bf. an automobile and was charged again in court. He was sentenced
for s'ix'm‘o.nths definite and three months indefinite stay in prison. In this
second instance he was paroled within two months. But shortly after being
feleased onb paroie he was arrested by police for parole violation ‘and his
parole was cancelled. o

'Ma.ster' was next arrested e.lght months later for theft under $150.
‘He was found guilty of the charge. He was given a suspended sentence for his

third arrest. The suspended sentence did not deter him vefy much. He was

k1



- | 111
arrested withid twenty days for theft under' SSO ahd \;nfa.s-convicted ahd 4// -
sentenced to twelve months definite and four months indefinite stay in
prison. ~ The: denmte and mdefuute stay in prison was not of much avail..
'Master' was arrested a few months after his release for theft over $50 and‘
was charged and sentenced to three months deﬁmte stay in prison. -

It appears that 'Master' did not like the prison walls and mede h‘is. :
escape from prison after having served four months. lmmediatelj after -
escape from custody 'Master'-committed a theft of an automobile and was -
arrested agaid. He was found guilty of escaping from custody and theft of -
automobile and “-'as sentenced to two months forthe escape and one month
for the theft.” About two months after his release "Master' was arrested f&‘ a .
theft of a motorcycle and was sentenced to two years in prison. 'Master' was 3
just twenty years old at the time of the sentence. ' |

, 'Master’ was well past his twentff-ﬁrst year when he was once again
r‘jres;ted for carrying a concealed weapon and Qras sentenced to two months in
jail. Within a month of his fexease he .was arrested-for a ‘theit of an
automobile and was charged on four counts, but 'Master' was eventﬁhl.ly
acquitted of the dwarge. Two months later he was apprehended agam for - |
theft of an automobile and was sentenced to eighteen months definite and six |
months indefinite stay in jail. = |

Exactly one month after this sentence "Master' escaped from legal

custody and was arrested before he commmed another offence. He was tned |

in court for the escape and was given a sentence of nine months. The pollce
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appear to keep track of 'Master', and were thus able to apprehend him usually

within two months of every one of his releases from prison..

Upon his subsequent arrest for theft of an aUtomobile, the. Crown

decx?ed to w1thdraw the charge. It seems that this thhdrawal of the charge

allowed some breathmg space -for the - oiiender in: hberty Possibly -the
crlmmal justice systern got "tired" of treating the panentf and withdrew for
a while. 3

The breathing space only lasted for two and a half years. 'Master’ was

twenty-five when he was again arrested for a theft of an automobile and was’

convicted and sentenced to twelve months definite and six months indefinite-

stay in jail. Thereafter he was arrested, within about one year after release,
for an of.feﬁce of theft over $50 and was glven a suspended se{\ence of six
months. Almost six months after receiving the suspended sentence he was
again arrested for theft of an automoblle and was sentenced to thirty days in

prison.

For about six months the pollce did not arrest hzm for any o Fence.
‘ E:ght months later 'Master' was arrested for theft under $50 and posse
stolen property This charge was withdrawn on the request of the Crown.

Master appears to have been undeterred by the efforts of the
'cnmmal justzoe system and was arrested again for theft of an automobile the
- day after the withdrawal a.nd was convicted and sentenced to hfteen months
def;mte and six months indefinite stay in jail. Within about six months ‘of his

release, police -apprehended him for remaining illegally ina dwelling house

PRy
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but the charge was.dismissed in court. Within seventeen days after this
dxsmxssal he was arrested for failing to appear in court and remammg.
,unlawfully at large and was sentenced to fourteen days. 'Master' had just
turyied thu-ty years of age by then. Agam within six months after his release
he was vapprehended for theft and was sentenced on two counts to thirty days

consecutive pr1son term S.

- For about one year after hxs release he kept clear of the pohce Lmnl )

he was arrested for posessxon of- stolen property. He was charged in court

~.

but was acqu_itted. Six months later he was apprehended again for possession

of stolen property.' - Police withdrew the charge of posse.ssion of ‘stolen

property and laid an alternative charge of fraud and attempted fraud for
R ., .

which 'Master' was convicteti_and sentenced to thirty days in prison. B.y that
time "Master" had completed fifteen years of his career in crime.

' .Soon after this anniversary, with the completion of a.fifteen year
career, 'Master' was apprehended for a break and enter theft for which.he
was convncted and sentenced to thu'ty days in jail with probation for one

© year. \Vlthm four mpnths of hlS releasé he was agam arrested for theft and

possession of stolen property. This charge was withdrawn and a fresh charge

‘was introduced for fraudulently obtaining food and lodging and for theft and -

posessxon of stolen property. 'Master' was released after spending twelve
months in jaﬂ and .was arrested for failing to cornply with conditions of

probation. This charge was withdrawn by the Crown.

£
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Just’ two months prior to.- his thirty-fifth birthday 'Master' was
arrested for theft of an automoblle and breach of probatton. The charges
were withdrawn again on the request of the Crown. Slx months later 'Master

was arrested for possession of stolen property and for fmlure tb appear in

i

‘court. He was convicted and was sentenced to eighteen months and three

"

. months consecutive incarceration. "After having completed th.is long sentence .

he was arrested again about tw'o years later for theft under $200 and was

convicted and sentenced to ten days in prtson. " C e

i “

The most recént offence mclpded in the study was theft under $200

for which he was arrested. “This case was pendxng at the t1me of the studyt_

The offender” was th1rty-exght years old at that tlme. ';n hxs last offence~

" 'Master' had taken a wallet from an open room when the owpner Was away.

. P )

The wallet contamed cash and credxt cards

The above case history mdtcates how as a young offender 'Master' had

o

.been--gwen harsh jail seme_nces for his first’ two -off‘enc’és at sixteen and

_seventeen and less serious 'punishments, such as ‘shspended sentences and

.
ty

g probauon, were tned out on htm, only in hls later years. One: important

[e8

‘feature in 'Master's‘ career is that he has not so far been arrested for any”

" vmient offences. He has been arrested on ten occasions . for auto thefts on

eleven occasmns for thefts, twnce for frauds, three ttms for break and enter

and seven nmes for other mirior offences mcludlng an, escape from custody

_and breach' of probatxon. He has been arrested on tmrty-three occasmns and

'has been sentenced to jad ) mneteen txmes. The sentences for
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| _”‘j THE LA:DY'S CASE

¥

) \,convncted and was fmed $25 ang $69 with an option of five and ten days ine

+ s“

“ depnvatlon of hberty arnount to twel\fe and a half years. 'MasterT has ]ust

"4

cornpleted a. record twenty two years long criminal career. It is with tius

tmpressxon of his uxmlnd}record that we must consider the next’ g:ase,

"concermng a female offender.

B . . ™

) c‘ourt.r S

The second case discussed if a case of a female offender.' The study

' has named her Lady". 'Lady' was thirty-five. years old when she was first )

o arrested for keepmg a bawdy house. She was sentenced to a 5100 fine or
" foteen days in pnson. Sxx months !ater she was arrested for the same
L offence and was fmed $200 or th1rty days in prison. She paid both these

':'-“':fmes. Three months later she was arrested for damagmg property but the

i

'charge was dxsmtssed in court. For the next three years in regular successmn

she was arrested three txmes for vagrancy but the charges were dismissed in

0 T

N " . . . . -:.
A B N
.

' e T 'Lady was forty-—four when she, was arrested for an armed robbery but

by N e .
N 3 ey N

the charge was wrthdrawn on the reqUest of the Crown. A month after this

‘_"arrest -she was arrested again-for” carrymg dangerous weapons ‘in a public

s

'place. She was cohvrtted and, was ‘given a“suspended sentefice. She was

ordered by court »to refram from usmg f:rearms for the next fwe years. In

RIS

the. next two years she -was arrested on two occasions for theft and ‘was

opEison. v L. ¢ o S
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Durmg the flve year perlod of suspensnon on the use of flrearms she
was again arrested for possessing an 1m1tatlon of .a weapon, a flrearm and_:
ammunmon and ‘was sentenced to tlurty days in, pl‘.lSOl'l. The condmon'r_'
prohxbmng the use of. flrearms was extended for another flve yea.rs. ’Lady,‘ “
was arrested ‘again about fliteen months later for causmg dlsturbance and_
was sentenced toa fine of $25 or four days m )all.

'Lady' was fifty when she was next arrested as an mmate ofa bawdyl ;
house but the charge was withdrawn. 'I'hree months later she was arrested' .
for a theit ‘under $50 and was' c:onv1cted and sentenced to twenty-one days in. o
‘-pnson. She was arrested a year later for possessmg flrearms and ammumtlon
durmg the penod of suspension. She was charged in court but the case was

_dlsmxssed. Four mbnths later she was arrested for~ possessmg firearms and_
for theft under 550. "The charge for“possessmg fzrearms was withdrawn andm
she was found guxlty of. theft and was sentenced to one month in ]all. Almostﬂ ‘
"‘»lmmedlately after her release\ frorn jall she was.arrested for mischief and .
‘damage to property. .Thl!i charge was thhdrawn on the request of the Crown.
" Two mionths later ‘she was, arrested agam for possessing firearms and for
failing to attend court. She was acquztted of these two charges in court. )
. The instant offence for wluch "Lady" was arrested was for’ an ofience
of shoplifting committed in 1981. 'Lady‘ has completed mneteen years of her?
crlrmnal career and has been arrested on mneteen occaslons, ﬂve tlmes for o

theft and once for armed robbery. The remammg arrests were ior rmnor _‘

offences. For the shophftmg charge she ‘was sentenced tp forty—flve days i -

Tt s aviiloiy ..



. ) jaxl whlch mcxdentally, is the maxlmum pumshment she has 50 far received.

.In thts parncular case she had stolen a carton of agarettes and a paxr of .

gloves and left the store without paymg. She has been sentenced to ]ad on

- ffour occaslons.

'Lady' in now flftY-fOUF years old and it appears that the crlmlna.l'--'.'

o ]usnce system has gwen her. an expenmenta] heavy dose of forty-five days in

%Il to sée how she would react to the prescnptmn. 'Lady no doubt presents :

- a, baﬁlmg p1cture of how complex the issue of sex and age can ‘be iri the

. ..context of the immu:al )ustxce system. Though she has’ not mvolved herself

in any cases of vxolence, she. has been arrested once for armed robbery and on

"several occasmns for possessmg fzrearms. lt is not clear what else she has "

[N

" gdone havmg armed herselUxth an dhcxt ﬁrearrn. ‘ 'Lady may confound most

theoret1c1ans and as for the crlmmal justice system the expenment is not yet

over. What is. gomg to deter 'Lady from offendmg agam is a matter that has .

. to be dec1ded in. ttme to come. The fear that is lurkmg m th1s wnters mind

lS whether 'Lady' would become more danng and vxolent in tlme to come. .

X THE CASE OF KID _

The thll'd case is that of a mature offender. The cnmma] jusnce'*
'system had treated h1m hke a kid hence he has been named 'de' in thls study. |
A'Kld' unhke '"Master' was fu’st mvolved m an arrest qu1te late in. hfe. 'Knd‘ was

fu'st arrested when he was twenty-seven years old for attempted robbery L :

uze

;
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- .with violence. 'He was convicted of this offence. and was given a suspended

o sentence and probation for two‘ years. Ten months later 'Kid". was arrested -

' for public mnsduef Whlle on probatzon. He wa.s found guilty for hxs second
offence and was ordered a suspended sentence for a second tlme thh
' probatlon for one year. _

Seventee_n months latelr_ he was ‘arrested by police for a bre.ak- and

""'ent_er-and theft of jewelry. He was. found ‘guilty-of this third offence and was

given a suspended sentence for the third time with probation for one year and

res'tftution.

| A week after his. conviction and _suspended sentence 'Kid' was
arrested for shoplrftmg. On thrs occasion too, 'Krd‘ was charged and found
guuty and was ngen a‘r;other suspended sentence. !n addmon pohce charged

y

- him for.possessmg stolen goods -.at the time of ther,arres_t. ‘He was found

guilty‘of»" ret‘aining stolen' property "and was given the now-routine Suspended

o . sentence. By that t:me Kid' had completed four years of his criminal -career

~ and had been charged on frve occasxons. *Kid' had the prnuledge of bemg

,pampered by the crlmmaI justxce system \mth suspended sentences. ‘The very .’

purpose of a suspended sentence is. defeated lf a person vmlates ‘the

- condmons of probatxon. Violations dunng the suspended sentence penod

L should be met .with heawer effecnve pumshments whxch would normally .

lnclude the penalty for the new offence as well as the previous suspended _.

'penalty. ‘ Fwe consecunve suspended sentences had been given to 'Krd' before

- he had reached thlrty-one years. o A -

R

——y——
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Five months after the shoplifﬁng'case he was, arrested and 'convicted
_fdr willful damage. He was sentenced to -fifteen. days m provmcxal jail for
the first time. - Almost 1mmedxate1y a.fter release from custody he was

. arrested for bemg drunk and for chsturbmg the peace. "He was found gmlty

and was&entenced to several days in prison. E1ght months later 'Kld' was

a.rrested again for shophftmg (theft under SZOQ), for which he -was conv1cted

and sentenced to twenty-one days of deprivation of hberty.

'Kid' has been mcluded for this study sample for his third offence of

break and enter.’ He has committed six offences and was thxrt_y-two years old
at the time of the study. L

In the case of 'Kid' another extreme situation is seen in the patt'ern' of

sentencing of an adult offender. In fact he has been treated by the criminal -

. justice system more as a juvenile. 'Master' was sixteen when he committed
his first offence of break and enter for which he was given thirteen months in

jail without any consideration for his age or his crirne-free record. 'Kid' was

twenty'-se'\'fen when he committed his '\first' offence of attempted-arrned

robbery, whjcwust be consxdered a more senous offence than a break and

enter, but he was treated lnghtly and was granted a suspended sentence.

The cases of 'Master' and 'Kid' show clear mconsxstenmes in the

sentencmg of offenders. Most stnkxng is the simple m)ustlce of treanng

. offences of comparable culpabmty so differently., The prmcnple of equahty

be'fore the  law is even more offended by the provision of a ]ess serious
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sanction for a more serious offence. The practlcal resu.lt of such dLsparmesf _
in sentences is that it may induce a cymcxsm about the law in the pubhc, in
the bench and bar, and most 1mportant1y among the oﬁenders themselves.‘
~ An offender who is. convmced that he has been more harshly treated than .
others who have commltted smular oftences is hkely to be . much more .

Cdifficult to deal wtth in a correctional -settmg.‘

THE CASE OF MISTER . 7.

_ ‘I’he fourth and imal case mtroduced in tlus analysis is that of
'Mister’ Mister' was ]USt mheteen when he was first ‘arrested for driving a
veh1cle after tus licence had been suspended. He ‘was conv1cted and
sentenced to prison for one month and fined 15;.00 (or flfteen days in ]aﬂ as an-
alternatwe sentence) Furthermore, his drwmg lxcence was suspended for an
addmonal period of two years. W1th1n six months of his release from jail he
was arrested agam for - drwmg whilst dxsquahhed and was charged and
convicted. He was sentenced to one month of deprxvauon-of freedom.

;/hen 'M1ster was twenty ~-three he was arrested for comm1tt1ng theft
.and was convxcted in court. He was sentenced to one month in jail and was to
be on. probanon for two years. Seventeen months later 'Mister' was agam
arrésted ‘for another offence of theft under‘$20.0.‘. He was charged and
~_convicted Ior this- offence and was fined '$50"‘(or ten days in jail as an

alternative). 'Mister' had turned'twenty-five_by that ti'me..



anteen months after that arrest Mzster‘ was arrested for robbery

He was cha.rged and convu:ted in court. Thrs time hrs jaﬂ sentence was for a ) S |

penod of twelve months. About a year after hts release 'stter' was arrested

fora break and enter oﬁence. He was acqmtted in the court of law. ‘ ';7 S

One year after his acqurttal 'Mlster' was arrested agam fcr

'possessmg stolen property. He was charged and was agam acqmtted m court. C

The offence for Wthh. he was apprehended in 1981 mvolved ptckmg up a '_.

prdstxtute in his vehncle and promxsmg payment. When he had suggested oral
sex to the prostxtute she had ﬂatly refused it. It appears that in that rnoment

'Mister' was taken by surprrse. 'Mlster' was apparently annoyed and, robbmg

the prostltute of her purse contammg $200, pushed her out qf the vehlcle. It S

is for this instant offence that 'stter' came to be mcluded m the sample. o

This case was wrthdrawn by the Crown ‘ !t can be presumed that the
eprostltute was not 1nterested in pressmg charges. [t is: unhkely that she

: would dare to expose her guilt or innocence in a court of law. e

-
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I Sex and Crmunahty The results of the Ottawa study reveal that -

'-."the females accounted tor only .twenty percent of all criminal arrest.s by

' pollce m the sample._ ,The study rempha.51zes the fact that females were not

PR -

. only 1nvol\red Ih armed robberxes, robberles and break and entnes but were

- - J

- also capable of brutai assaults.\ Females in most cases commltted frauds,

- "_offences. They were arrestecl ‘onlrm tea percent of the cases for commlttmg

‘ "thef.ts and mmor o.fiences. X .' -

= W
H - PO

v - - -
- | - -

e Men, too, were mvolvgd more xn propert‘y offences and mmor g

+ -

PR -t = D

_::'vxolent offences. Twenty per cent of the offences commxtted by. females

L

L .'.were v;olentoffences. . "__ - ,' S SR —*.-_

'

The OttaWa study fmdmgs do not contradlct the suggesttons of Freda

h f'Adler (1975) that the more the women approxquate the posmon of men, _the

more ahke become thetr conformmg and’ cnmmal behakur. She mfers that

¥

'L_"'"-'women are fxrst human, then female-and thelr needs and abxlmes are similar

' to those of men. TR e ) o

o darmg armed robbery, robbery and asSaults com mltted by fema.les were males

_\1 [t 1s mterestmg to note that in conformlty ‘to some other

| "‘crxmmologxcal studtes, the research 1n Ottawa showed that v1ct1ms in the

.

'1'and not females. no et T .

1
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“Most resea:.:c:hers 1ncludmg Hoffman and Bustamante €l923) —and = e

. ~.

Slmon (1973) have concluded that ‘femalee a;e v;rtua.ll):. iree ot vmlence.-

A

the the Ottawa fmd.lngs do not contrathet thts tendenCy they nevertheless

< < N "“_-,,., .." -
"~ ae " e

. 1nd1cate that women are capaf:le of vmlence. _"?:: - ~--"..,.=:_; I

= .ﬁ.‘ .
~_.....- .~ - b .

L]

It is best—that the Oﬁawa fmdxngs are backed OQ by two examples of

. T NS
- - E I d -
-

violent offences cornmxtted by fernaJ.es in Oxtawa l‘n &%31 - In-one mstance - .-' e

~ e

the ex—boyfnend of the accused wbman v1sxted hEr apartmen‘t and wanted to T

o - -

‘strmghten out past problems. She mvnted hn-n 1o the bedrbom to nge hxm a

L. -' -

back rub.. As he got rea.dy, for the back rub the accused gtrl puHed out a.

butcher's km'ie and cut hun across hzs ba;:k 'Ehe“ac:cu$ed woma.n was twenty-

i - TR
seven years old. R oo e .' A
. .' T '. S T e T T

Tt

In the next. -mcuiem there were. two gxrls who were m need cf money. . N

.t \-

They had armed themselves w:th a gun and walked mnocenﬂy towards the '_' Vs -

male victim in the dark .at Ll 30 pm.- They asked the v1ct1rn for the

whereabouts of a street and galrfed his attentlon. As he haited one of the -

girls pulled out the gun and asked for cash, po;ntmg the handguﬁ toWard h1m. _"-. L

~-1

Since the victim had no money on him, he was -asked to go. The g:rls were

-

just s:xteen years old. _ BEAR

2. Offender Chronicity: The Ottawa study found the mcst act:ve- TR

group of oﬂenders to be between eighteen and twenty-one. Tms study also

found that only exghteen percent of the offendecs were«-arrested for

- ‘.‘ [N

committing fifty percent of the total crime cqmrmtted by the sample. Thxs
1’ -

finding is similar to the findings of Wolfgang and h:s‘as_socxates ( L‘272).--- They.: ;- ‘
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found that 14.8 percent of the offenders accounted for seventy-four percent
) of all crlmes. ‘ | |
| Accordmg to studies by Shmnar and Shmnar (1975), Petersuta et a.l., <
(1978) and Greenbergr_(l 975). These crtmmologmts feel that the_ reductxon of
: crim'e can be échieved by ineapaciting or otherwise rebtrictiné t.he criminal
‘ opportunmes of thxs small group of offenders. . They ciaim that. selective
: 1ncapacntat10ns of chronic offenders could reduce crime. The Ottawa study
: 'faund that selective incapacitation pohc:es would be meifectwe when there
is a hzgh percentage of first offenders. . In 1981 alone sixty-five arrestees .
"partxmpated as one time offenders. ‘l‘hese first offenders consntuted more
*-than one-third of the criminals stud:ed in the sample. In view’ of the high
~ first oﬁender entry into criminal ar:tivity it is unlikely that positive results
" .could be expected by selective 1ncapacxtatxon policies in Ottaja.
Furthermore, the ‘ethical issues of selectwe mcapac.ltauon, whereby
- two people who commit the same crime may receive different sentences, are
serious enpugh. What is more objectionable is the fact that- offenders may be
.punished 'for their potential rather than their actuél' criminality. Such
: pohcxes, 11 advocated to the letter of the theory, could result in a dlsrepect
‘. for the w. '\ Thus, the higher the dlsrespect for the law, the more the-
- offenders woull tend to be anti-social and would less likely be rehablhtated.
- *in consxdermg selecnve mcapacrtanon as a drime preventive policy,’
‘we shou.ld bear in mlnd the acute problem of "false posnlves".. In addition,
the reserch findngs ‘of .Berecochea et al:—_(l-973) showed that the length of

. time served in prison had no effect on recidivism..
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3. Age: . A ‘
| ! .a) Age of Onset:. The.Ottawa' studyl found that tnere was a close
‘association between early onset of cnme ‘and long: cnmmal careers.
* This is s:muar to the f:ndmgs of Gluecks: (1950), and Robm (1964)'
But the study does not see any assoc;anon between early onset and
the propens1ty to comm:t v1olent offences. "The | mean age of onset of'
Ottawa offenders was mneteen years, whereas the mean age of onset'
- in the Ohio study of Hampa.rlan et al., (1978) was 14.4 years.

~ b) Initial Type of Crime: The Ottawa study found that the initial

types of crime committed by most offenders were less serious
offences. fhis is similar to the findings of the Cambridge study of
| Farrington et al., (1979), Petersilia et al., (1978) and Wolfgang et al., _
(1972). Thexr fmdmgs were that most fnmal offences were petty,' -
‘thefts, auto thefts and less serious offenees. B

c) Desistance: The Qttawa study found the peak aée of crirninality
to be between eighteen and t\yenty-one. This> is similar'to- the
findings of Healy and Bronner (1926), Gl.ueels (1943, 1940) and
Petersma et al., (1978) They emphasxzed ‘that the rate of offendmg
. increased from adolescence to twenty years and decreased umformly
up to thirty years, when. there was' a high hkehhood of 'desxstance
lnstead ‘'of the desistance perlod for offendmg that was 1dent1f1ed by .

Gluecks and Peters1ha, the Ottawa study ldentmed a. drop in arrests

after twenty -five years and a stablhzatxon of arregts between
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.twenty-six to thirty-three years. Next, the rate of offending

increased again after t_hirty-i:hree years. It is possible that the drop
in the rate between twanty-flve and thirty-three years may be due to
the heavy sentences passed on mature offenders.

c) Probability of Arrest at leierent Ages: The probablhty of arrest

- was high for the age group eighteen to twenty-one in the Ottawa
study. Th.e: othe‘r groups that had high probabjlity were the under
eighteen year qld group and the twenty-two to twenty-five year old
group of offenders. P'eteréen, Braiker and Polech (19;80) found that
the arrest rates were high for juveniles and. declined gradually with

age. , The iuveniles in the ;Qttaw_a study were not chronic offenders

and their arrest rate was‘comparatively‘ low.

Velocity of Offences: The Ottawa study findings were that the street’

‘time decreased with the increase in the length of - the criminal careers.

_Hamparian et al., (1978) found the average street time between offenses to
be 9.3 months Whl.Ch is 1dent1cal to that of the Ottawa study.

The Ottawa study also found that the arrests kept increasing wit-h
sanctions. This is similar. to the findings of Wolfgang (1977) who found the
arrest rates increasing with sanctions, . ‘ o

_5. Crime Type Specialization: The Ottawa study found very little

evidence of offender specialization. This finding is similar 'to those of

Petersilia et al., (1978), Harold Frum (1958), and the Cambridge study of
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Farrmgton and assomates (1979) T-ﬁere was li;tle evidence forfhcoming. in
j our study to support the contentions of Yochelsc;n and Sa.menow that a person-
who steals was likely to rape and kill. -7 ) .

The e\udence was that a small proportion of offenders tended to
remain with a specxflc type of offence. This was similar to' the f1ndmgs of
Harold Frum (1958). The Ottawa study comes to the conclusion that there is
no one criminal jpersonélity. Nettler's (1982) hypothesis’ of differential.
selection l;y persons with appropriate t'al'entg and tastes appears to be very

precise. The author fully agr with N_ettler‘s h)fpdthesis.

6. Seriousness of Crimes: The/Ottawa study found a systematic

progr-ession in seriousness with ;ime. Three different analyses resulted in the
.séme conclusions. One analysis waf done on all __offender.s- Ql::o-had cqmmitted
" three or more offeﬁces. -Anotherl analysis was done on the subsémple of °
career criminals. A third analysis was done after excluding t.h‘e minof
offences committed by all these offenders. |
. Studies so far have not supported the contention of progression in
seriousness of crime. In the Racine study by Shannon (1978b, 1973c) the
serlousness of offences and pollce arrests did not increase systemancally as
the number of police arrests rose. In the Philadelphia study (Wolfgang et al.,
. 1972, 1977; Collins 1-977) the probability of police arr_est when classified by
‘seriousness, showed no variatién with the frequency of past arrests. '
The Ottawa- study categorically emphasizes that there is a sys'tematic‘

" progression in the seriousness of offences with time'and criminal careers.
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.7.. Criminal Justroe Respome: The Ottawa study found that the
' ,pohce play an rmportant part in decxdmg the career of a cnrmnal. There is -
.ample evidence that discretion i 1s a orucra.l aspet:t of the role of a pohce ‘
'offrcer in arresting an offender. Thls dxsc:retlon isan un\vntten aspect of the '
' day-to—day routme of the polrce. There is’ Ilttle ev1dence to the fact that'
rd1scretxon helps in the diversion of a one’ nme offender away from \the
- crrrmnal justice system. It appears that police do not ptﬂme-.thealternatwes
b‘ut'continue to comply with the requiremer{;s of the law and process the
offender who Ihappens to be arrested for.a criminal offence.

There is " little 'eviden:ee that juvenile courts or diversion‘: methods
were applied to the youthful offe_nders_ who .{uere arrest_e'd for some of the.
offences included m the stud;i. The fouricase studies of 'Master"- 'Lady‘ “Kid" |
and 'Mister' show how a wrong move by ‘the criminal 1ust1ce process has
" resulted j in breedmg an intricate pattern of cnmmahty in the offender.

Oon the role of the pohce, the telhng remarks of Jayewardene that,l‘n

nas long as the ‘house-carl of the tribal chxef' image remains, the role of the

"pohce would be difficult to define, not because of any difficulty in so domg

but because of an already existing defmmon whxch makes cl€ar their role to -

be domg the bidding of the 'chiefman’ - a brddmg that alters wrth his whrms
and fancres" (Jayewardene, 1975, p. lll) are thought provokmg e5pec1a11y
_ -when we consrder the unwritten discretionary powers of the police. They can

use d:scretlon in whatever way they want.

.‘ R



The role of the ]udzcxary has been found to be of paramount
1mportance in the hfe of a cnmma.l. Most 1mportant1y it educates the
'cnmmal about all the lapses ‘that he has COmmntted which have resulted in
hlS bemg arrested by pohce. The various_ types of evidenc':e presented in
court, such as fingerprint experts' ev:dence, forensic evidence, the way inh
which the pohce handled the 1nqu1ry, the cross exammanon of the w1tnesses
. and the accused, au enlighten the offender as to how he should act on the
\n?xt occasion, were he to repeat a simil'ar 'offence and 'attempt to avoid
arrest. The criminals who await thexr ‘trials also have the advantage of.
watching other tnal proceedmgs in the court house. Thus,-the educating

process covers not only the c1rcumstances of their own.cases but also other

types of offences. Hence, the ideas about the 'do s'. and 'dont‘s' are bound to

remain in the minds of an offender and to be useful when' the appropnate- .

situation arises; It is for this reason, and mainfy to avoid stigmatisation, that
pretrial diversion is expected to bring better results.

Courts in Canada have a wide discretion as to the choicé of
sanctions. With few exceptions there are no mxmmum, but only maximum
sanctions. The consequences of mappropnate judicial decisions were seen
‘from the cases of 'Master, 'Kid', 'Lady’ and 'Mister’. It is the selection of the

right type of treatment that is essential for the rehahilitation of the

offender. A wrong move no doubt complicates the situation for the offender., -

- Finally, considering the ‘role of the prisons, the Ottawa study found

‘that ‘the most frequently incarcerated persons were those arrested for

S 129
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) ; _commltnng property offences. The Canada Sohcuor General's Study (1981).—

"found that . the majority of mca.rcerated persons were those arrested for L

. '. property offences and robberies. Slnc.e‘the majority of inmates in pnsona'a:je_ :
pe;rsona who have common interests in robneqiés, property '_and1 allied
offences, it 15 natural that an oifender who is incarcerated for‘the first timel

‘becomes meersed in the subculture prevalhng in prlsons. This could be one -

_reason why the rate of property offBnces continues to increase. The more

" that an exchange of the 'knowhow' regarding vthe' commission of simi§5.r.\“' '
offences takes place in prison, tne more intensive is the' educaﬁve nrocess in-
such offences. The end result is education through differéntial asspniatinns
in prisons. ’

‘What is seen from tna-c‘fl‘i’minal records is that the more _qftén a’
person is arrested and incarcerated, the h?gher is his pro'pensity' to of:éen_d.
D'iQersiOn from prison at an early age is an important s'olut@'onl. 'Mister' was
" sent to prison when he was just sixteen for his first offence and served there -
for abotit- one year, Subsequently he has been arrested on thirty-three
occasxons and his experiment is not yet over.

Criminologists have ample opportunities to sit and ponder these

- issues. They need not make frantic moves as if nothing worked. 1f sane-_

thlnkmg preva1led what would be needed would be an understanding of the .

' oﬁender. Itis wrong for us to rush- mto short-sighted social policies’ based on ‘

g mxsmterpretatlon of the main actors involved.

v
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L[MI'I' ATIONS OF\THE OTTA\VA STUDY

" This study relied excluswely on the offu:lal records especxally the

: pohce arrest data. Pohce arrest data are not repr'&sentanve of the" large \—\

'-amount of cnmmal actmty that actuajly takes place in the gwen area. -

‘Off:cnally recorded data do not take into cons1derat10n the large volume of.

unreported cnme. Moreover, there are many cases in whxch cnmes are -
recorded by pohce but offenders are not detected or apprehended. |

. The shortcormng ‘of utlhsmg ofﬁaal records were 1dent1ﬁed as far
back as in 1930 Self—report surveys concermng law v1olatnons and vxctlms . .
are methods devxsed subsequently by researchers to overcome these short-

commgs. Yet, they too have thEIl" own methodolog1cal problems. The .

‘questton that is yet to be answered is whether or not and why the respondents

in these surveys grossly exaggerate or underestlmate their mvolvements. The

‘pomt of view that is put forward against self-report studies conducted on

’.

Aoffenders is that the criminal would have to be :nsane to d:vulge hts own

‘trade secfets especially when he is aware that he has not come to the end of

" the road in -cr:mmahty Another questmn that is. posed is whether the

. vote ‘of no confidence on the cnmxnal Justice system and he is entltled to hxs

criminal is grossly exaggeratmg his 1nvolvement in order to prove to. the

.

world the inefficiency of the ‘criminal justice system. The cr1m1na1 wants a .
2

. own strategy.

In the Ottawa’ study the pr1nc1pal source of mformatxon was the

poiice form C#SO. Thls form gnves the arrest hlstorles only. If a person
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commltted eleven robberies in a week but was apprehended on only the

eleventh occasion, then the record would mdlcate only one arrest ar\d would .

" not reflect the ten other robberies for which the crxmmal could eventually be
charged along with the eleventh offence. Thus, pollce records of arrests only
reveal a small proportion of the crlme that i is taking place in Ottawa. |
The selecnon of samples -for the ten dszerent types of crimes '.
‘committed in Ottawa is not in proportlon to the number of occasions on
‘ Wthh different types of crimes: are comm;tted in Ottawa. For instance,
" there were on._ly seven murders that took place in Ottawa in 1981. All seven
accused in these murder cases were included in the study.
| | The Ottawa crlminal career study was undertaken _by the author
'without any financial aid, without anféesearch grant, or. any other financial
aid. Hence, any sophisticated metheds of analysis w.hich wculd require access
to a computer as well ‘as further more elaborate research could not be -
‘ undertalten. | |
The total number of crimes c'omrnitted by the 187 cases in the sample
was 992. We cannot 'estimate the extent to which their olificial criminal
y histor_ies reflect the actual crimes they committed in Ottawa.
| In view of the exclusive reliance on the official records, we had to
confine eurselves to a few variables that-are related to criminality, such as
sex, chrommty, age, velocxty, offender specxallzatlon, offence seriousness

and the criminal ]ustlce response. ThlS study could not consider lmportant

. socio~demographic variables related to crime. The official criminal data give
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no insight to the inner motivations of the criminal. In spite of this timitation,
. the author has strived to get the best out of the criminal histories in order to

obtain as reliable as possible a picture of criminal career patterns in Ottawa.

CONCLUSIONS N _ .

.The results of this research’ confirm some pertinerit findings of

- brevious studies. Our study has forced us to recognize the long' overly

presence of women in crime. Women are human and human necessity knows -

no laws. Necessity is said to be the mother of invention. It is not strange

that females are involved in armed robberies, robberies, break and enters and

brutal assaults. Our findings on the association between the early onset and ‘

long careers and on the relationship between age and seriogsness as well as on

the lack of specialization in a particular crime may\be regarded as

‘hypotheses to guide further efforts in achieving the undefsta:nding of criminal

careers.

It is unquestionably necessary to continue and enlarge research

efforts that could reflect the socio-demographic variables of crime in

Ottawa. The Ottawa study, despite the limits of thg empirical method used,

has revealed much about the cross-section of the criminals in Qttawa who

commit different types of crimes. Official recor.ds.ar_e a valuabie source of

data for criminal justice research. Indeed the author believes that the-

. o - ' Al
strengths far out-weigh the weaknesses. Not only are these sources of

information significant -in themselves, but when combined with other

criminological methods such.as longitudinal and self-report studies, work on

ol



134

| salecﬁon of targefs and interviews and follon-up studies on recidivists, thes' u
'Become a i)owe;ful tool in the "hands of_rasearch_ers. Ttis only by utilising a
' cofnbi'nation of. these methods; that the subjective as well as the objective
> 1n£ormauon about c:nmma! careers could provide a near perfect image of
; crime in reality. This is just a beginning in the er:deavour to understand
‘ V'c.rierninal careers in Ottawa. . The author- mt‘ends to pursue in his doctoral
research -the effort“ba.ng\fhere.' The research would involve an effort to
utilise different ériminological methods and also to associate clesely with
cﬁminals in their subcultj:ra and also to collect some supplemental
iniorn1a1;ion _fro'm‘_famil‘y rnembers, acquaintances and case workers.

What rnosf studies reveal is just the tip of the icaberg of crime in our
‘society. Mucn of- th‘e‘lresearch in the past has lbae'n confined to the few
ofienders' who happen t0 be caught up in the system. To know the inner truth
of exac:tly what is happening, the researchers have to combme different
cnmmologxca] methods and shoqu also be prepared to study cnmmals in their
own subcultures.. They should also become participant obse;l\frs and see the
true nature of the underworld as was done by several researchers in the past.
Merely _c_onh_mng ourselves 10 quesnomng'_the criminal as to why he commits
‘a crime‘and ,addepﬁng his reasons as Soluﬁons is of little use. A criminal is
h}:man.and vh‘e ‘hasl his own reservations about telling the whole truth. It.is
like setting a thlef to catch a thief. We criminologists have to go out into .
the field, mai(e the best use of different criminological methods and also live
wiitn criminals and spell out our 'experiende on exacfiy what is happen»i\ng in

ihe w{orld of crime. Otherwise it is a question of the blind leading the blind.
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