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INTRODUCTION

This report presents the findings from a study
of the development of adolescents of borderline mental
ability. These adolescents were living in foster homes
under the care and supervision of the Childrent's Aid and
Infantst! Homes of Toronto. The lnvestigation was focused
upon examining the association which existed between the
nature of the foster parent-child relationship and the
adjustment of the subjects. Although all the subjects
were of borderline ability, the supervisling social workers
had noted that the subjects varied widely in social com-
petency or maturity. Foster parent behaviour was scru-
tinized to ascertain whether there was any assoclation
between parental behaviour and acceleration or depression
of the development of social competency. It was hoped,
as a result of the study, that foster home placements
could be more carefully selected and supervised.,

This report 1s introduced by a discussion of
descriptive research which serves as a frame of reference
against which the aims of the study are outlined. A review
of previous research in the field and a statement of the
research problem complete the first chapter. The second

chapter, "The Research Design," describes the research
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setting, the criteria gulding the selection of subjects,
the sources of data, and the method of analysis. A
description of the family backgrounds of the subjects

and the reasons why they were made wards is presented in
the third chapter., The following three chapters are
devoted to an analysis of the data from the psychological
tests and the narrative case records.

' presents a resume

The final chapter, "Conclusion,'
of the findings and returns the reader to the statement
of the main proposition of the thesis discussed in the
first chapter,

The "Bibliography" is comprised of an annotated
list of sources helpful to the understanding and further
study of the topic. Five appendices are included: a section

for supplementary tables, three illustrative case histories,

a specimen set of the Fels Parent Behaviour Rating Scales,

a copy of the Case Analysis Schedule, and an abstract of
the thesis.

In order to aid the reader, the introductory
paragraph of each chapter outlines the sectional divisions
of the material to be discussed. Each chapter is concluded

by a summary.



- CHAPTER I

THE STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

This project 1s a descriptive study of the devel-
opment and adjustment of teenagers of borderline mental
ability being reared in foster homes supervised by the
Childrent's Aid and Infants! Homes of Toronto. This study
does not propose to follow an experimental approach with
the complexities of comparison groups and controlled
variables. Its aim, as a descriptive study, is to collect
selected facts in an orderly, objective, and accurate
manner and to interprete these facts adequately and
impartially.

The nature of descriptive research is discussed
briefly in the first section of this chapter. The general
problem area is surveyed in the second sectlion. A review
of the literature, in the third section, enables certain
aspects of the problem area to be isolated and selected
for study. The investigation of these aspects 1s guided
by the formulation of specific research questions in the

fourth section.

1. Descriptive Research

The function of descriptive research is that of

assessing the characteristics of a given situation. In
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contrast, an experimental approach has the function of
testing hypotheses. 1In discussing types of research
approaches, Jahoda, Deutsch, and Cook define the nature
of an experlmental approach as "a way of organizing the
collection of evidence so as to permit one to make infer-
ences about the tenability of a hypothesis.“1 They say,
"an inquiry is 'experimental' only to the extent that its
procedures conform to certain logical models which make
it possible to draw logically strict inferences from the
data as to the acceptability of hypotheses."

In comparison to these exalted aims of an exper-
imental design, the function of descriptive research appears
most prosaic and mundane. Descriptive research, however,
is far from being without value. It has much to contribute
at the very frontiers of knowledge. In many instances,
the hypotheses, so essential to experimental studies, can
be formulated only after descriptive studies of a pilot
nature have explored the area. As Jahoda, Deutsch, and
Cook have added, '"the discovery of general relationships

proceeds most fruitfully when there are at hand many

Marie Jahoda, Morton Deutsch, and Stuart W.
Cook, Research Methods in Social Relations with Special
Reference to Prejudice, New York, Dryden Press, 1951,

p. 56-59.
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'facts! which have been described, classifled, and correlated
with one another."?

Although descriptive studles may not permit one
to make inferences about the tenability of hypotheses,
these studies can still ask and answer questions. Moreover,
the interpretation of the facts gathered can support or
deny certain statements or propositions. The statement
of these propositions directs the attention of the research
worker to collect only facts relative to the aspects of
the situation being studied. All too frequently, poorly
executed descriptive research has resulted in an undis-
ciplined treasure hunt of irrelevant facts in an unstudied
area. The questions and propositions which the researcher
formulates froﬁ the existing knowledge of the situation,
even though this knowledge might be meager, define the
boundries of the study and enable him to discern what
facts are relative.

The present study was gulded by one major propos-
ition and a great number of specific questions seeking
collaborative information of a descriptive nature. The
proposition was formulated from the knowledge which existed
in this area. This knowledge was gleaned from discussions

with experienced practitioners, an analysis of insight-

27pid., p. 58.

et mpatp—
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stimulating cases, and from a review of the literature.
2. The Problem Area

Upon interviewing selected social workers super-
vising adolescent borderline defective 1t became obvious
that "adjustment" was a key concept for them. They were
concerned with the adaptation of the subjects to their
total environment--not only to the foster home situation.
They were, of course, deeply concerned with the influence
which the dynamics of the foster home setting might have
upon the teenager's total adjustment. After all, the foster

home setting in many respects was a "controlled variable,"
being selected and supervised closely by the social
workers.

The present study group was limited to adolescents
of borderline ability for specific reasons. Research
focused upon the development and care of retarded children
under the care of the Children's Aid and Infants' Homes
of Toronto was approved by the Agency's Research Committee
to be carried on with three study populations. First,
there was a group of children under six years of age who
were grossly defective. Whlle a large number of these
children had been certified and were awaiting admission

to an Ontario Hospital School, they continued to live in

foster homes for lengthy periods. At the time of the
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execution of the present study, research on the grossly
retarded was being planned by the Agency with the financial
sponsorship of the Junior League of Toronto.

The second research group consisted of children
who were between six and twelve years of age. Thirty-
eight of these children were studied in 1953 to ascertain
their patterns of adjustment in their foster home placements,
and at school.3 The intellectual ability of this study
population ranged from high-grade moron to borderline.
Nevillet!s project was designed so that data were collected
from the childrent's child care case records, selected
foster home records, and interviews with some of the child
care soclial workers who were supervising the children
under study. No psychological tests were administered.

The third group of retarded children designated
for study by the Research Committee consisted of teenagers
who were of borderline ability. The present investigation
studied this group. The examination of this third group
was prompted by the concern of the child care social
workers. They recognized that some of these children
were presenting a relatively high proportion of problems.

They also thought they detected a wide variation in the

3Floyd Neville, Foster Home Placement for Intellect-
ually Retarded Children, unpublished Master's Thesis, School
of Social Work, St. Palrick's College, 1953, iii-78 p.
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social competency of these children although psychometric
examination placed them all in one category of mental
ability. They suspected that the type of relationship
which existed between the foster parents and the children
might in some way be assoclated with this acceleration

or retardation of social maturity.

The research worker called a meeting of the thirty
social workers supervising children of borderline ability
so that he could utilize their experience and knowledge
in focusing the research problem. From the discussion
which ensued, it became obvious that the workers wanted
to know what assocliation existed between the forces and
attitudes of the foster home setting and the total adjust-
ment of the teenagers. It was hoped that as a result of
the study, foster home placements could be more carefully
selected and supervised. If this were possible, the problems
of behavioural immaturity which were confronting the child
care caseworkers might not be unknowingly reproduced

with each succeeding younger age group.
3. Review of the Literature

In introducing a review of the literature, one
might say that there are very few studies focused specifi-

cdlly upon borderline defective adolescents but a great
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number of studies of fringe importance. The need for
research on the borderline defective was recognized at an
early date. In 1917 Fernald suggested that cases of border-
line deficiency be studied from ten different vantage points
such as family history, school history, moral reactions, and
economic efficiency.u In 1937 Cyril Burt attempted a compre-
hensive description of the backward and dull child,5 His book
was based upon a survey conducted in the London, England
school system. He addressed his work to teachers with the
hope of helping them to recognize backwardness. He was
primarily concerned with the special academic needs of
these children.

In 1938 Murphy conducted a rather inadequate study
of the social adjustment of children of borderline mentality.6
This pilot study, however, did recognize that dire stress was
frequently placed upon the borderline defectlve when he
reached an age during late adolescence when physical maturity
would lead one to expect soclal competency. Like the social

workers in the present study,

byalter E. Fernald, "Standardized Fields of Inquiry
for Clinical Studies of Borderline Defectives," Mental
Hygiene, Vol. 1, No. 2, April 1917, p. 211-23k.

5Cyril Burt, The Backward Child, New York, Appleton-
Century, 1937, xx-694 .

6Miles Murphy, "The Social Adjustment of the Except-
ional Child of Borderline Mentality," Journal of Consulting
Psychology, Vol.2, No. 6, November-Dec

3 . .
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he found a wide fluctuation in social competency bearing
little relationship to physical maturity.

Rich went one step further and outlined some of
the speclal difficulties at home and in school which
were faced by the retarded child.” He also was deeply
concerned about the lack of understanding of the special
needs evidenced in the paucity of training facilities
for these teenagers who stand midway between the normal
and the feebleminded.

Whitney, in a forceful article, recognized the true
pathos of borderline deficiency.8 Like Rich, he recognized
the lack of facilities for training. He also pointed out
the difficulties of being neither normal nor feeble-
minded. The borderline defective cannot be considered
as normal, although under favourable conditions he may
function within normal limits. Yet he has what Whitney
called certain inherent trait characteristics which defin-
itely place him, as far as these characteristics are

concerned, in the mental defective category.

Tgilbert J. Rich, "The Borderline Defective in
the Community, "American Journal of Mental Deficiency,
Vol. 46, No. 2, October 1941, p. 262-267.

8E. Arthur Whitney, " A Pathetic Type--the Border-
line Defective, "Journal of Child Psychiatry, Vol. 2, Sec. 2,
1951, p. 176-186.
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A great deal of the more general literature in
this area has been devoted to attempts at diagnosing and
classifying mental deficiency. Dr. Doll has eschewed a
diagnosis of mental deflciency based solely upon a level
of intelligence, as measured by intelligence tests.?

He believes that the degree of an individual's social
adequacy, as reflected by a measure of socilal maturity,
should be the basis for diagnosls. He tenders the opinion
that social competency is assoclated with the adaptive
potentiality of the individual.

In attempting to classify mental deficiency,
Strauss has recognized two major etiological types--

10 "Exogenous"

exogenous and endogenous mental deficiency.
applies to retardation which is thought to be the result
of brain damage as might happen from birth injury or
illness. In contrast, when there 1s not evidence of brain

damage but the child comes from a family strain of

9Edgar A. Doll, "The Social Basis of Mental
Diagnosis," The Journal of Applied Psychology, Vol. 24,
No. 2, April 1940, p. 160-169.

-------- , "Social Age as a Basis for Classification
and Training," American Journal of Mental Deficiency,
Vol. 47, No. 1, July 1942, p. 49-57.

104, A, Strauss, "Typology in Mental Deficiency,
Its Clinical, Psychological, and Educational Implications,"
The Journal of Psycho-asthenics, Vol. 44, No. 1, June 1939,
P. 85-900
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limited intelligence his deficiency 1is termed "“endogen-
ous." Of course, it i1s acknowledged that brain injury and a
family background of limited intelligence may both be
present so that a mixed category 18 also included in the
classification.

These two major etlological types have been
called by various names over the years. Tredgold, in
his pioneer classification termed exogenous deficiency
"primary amentia" while he called endogenous deficiency

wll Recently, Sarason coined the term

"secondary amentia.
"garden-variety mental deficiency" to designate endogenous
deficiency.12

Strauss mentions two alternative explanations
for the cause of endogenous deficiency. The first explan-
ation is exemplified by Dr. Edgar Doll's definition of
the endogenous type as a "hereditary transmission of

1
psychobiological insufficiency.” 3 Strauss considers

endogenous deficlency synonomous with the Rosanoff-

11A. F. Tredgold and R. F. Tredgold, A Text-book

of Mental Deficiency, Baltimore, Williams and Wilkins,
1952, p. 20-59.

2Seymour B. Sarason, Psychological Problems in
Mental Deficiency, New York, Harper, 1949, x-360 D.

1

3Edgar A. Doll, "The Essentials of an Inclusive
Concept of Mental Deficiency," American Journal of Mental
Deficiency, Vol. 46, No. 2, October 1941, p. 2L17.
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pregerminal type. He reports of European studies which
concluded that the transmission of the characteristic
followed the Mendelian ratio for recessive tralts.

The second explanation is that endogenous mental
retardation is the result of a form of psycho-social
deprivation. It is a non-inherited depression of mental
level through the lack of environmental stimulation.
This explanation is the one which has caught the imagin-
ation of social workers in the area of child welfare.
There have been several studies conducted in North America
which concluded that there is an association between
retardation and the lack of stimulation during the early
formative years of infancy and childhoodo14

A few studies have been focused specifically
upon the increase in intelligence quotients after the
home environments of children have been changed. These

studies have been conducted in the area of child welfare

1“W1111am Goldfarb, "Psychological Privation in

Infancy and Subsequent Adjustment " American Journal of
Orthopsychiatry, Vol. 15, No.2, April 1945, p. 247-255.

Margaret A. Ribble, The Rights of Infants, Earl
Psychological Needs and Their Satisfactlon, New York,

Columbia Unlverslity, 1943, x-11o p.

. Rene A, Spitz, "Psychlatric Therapy in Infancy,"
American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, Vol. 20, No. 3,
July 1950, p. 025-033.
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where children, for their protection, have had to be
removed from deleterious home situations and placed in
Substitute homes.

Skeels studied 147 such children placed in foster
homes under six months of age.l5 He noted that the socio-
economic level of the foster parents' homes was much
above that of the natural parents' homes. The mental
level of the subjects, he lafer noted, was much higher
than would have been expected for children coming from
the educational, socio-economic, and occupational level
represented by the biological parents. A zero correlation
was obtained between the children's intelligence quotients
and the true mothers! intelligence quotients.

K Skodak's provocative studies also investigated
the rglationsbip between intellectual and social incom-
petency and a variety of psychological-economic-cultural
factors on the other.16 Unfortunately her study population

was limited to only sixteen children. These children had

been placed in foster homes by the time they were six

- 15Harold M. Skeels, "Mental Development of Children
in Foster Homes," Journal of Consulting Psychology, Vol. 2,
No. 2, March-April 1930, p. 33-43.

16M. Skodak, "Intellectual Growth of Children in
Foster Homes," in R. G. Barker, J. Kounin, and H. Wright
(eds), Child Behavior and Development, New York, McGraw-Hill,
1943, viii-652 p.
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months old. At five years of age the mean of their
intelligence quotients was surprisingly high, 108, al-
though all of their mothers had been adjudged feebleminded.

Cupchik also has noted an increase in intelligence
quotients after children had been placed in adoptive
homes.lT She concluded that there were environmental
factors éssociated with retardation and acceleration of
mental development.

As well as observing a relationship between home
environment and mental development, other studies partic-
ularly relevant to the present study noted an association
between the nature of the parental relationship and the
retarded child's degree of adjustment. Kinder and
Rutherford in their pioneer study in 1927 concluded that
the child's family relations must be considered as an
important contributing factor in any study of the social

18

adaptation of retarded chilldren. Heilman stressed the

close association between the attitudes of the parents

17Zelda Cupchik, A Study of Growth of Intellectually
Retarded Dependent Children, unpublished Master's thesis,
School of Social Work, McGill University, 1953, v-82 p.
18Elaine F. Kinder and Elizabeth J. Rutherford,
“Social AdJustment of Retarded Children, A Follow-up Study
from January to June, 1926, of Retarded children Seen
in the Henry Phipps Psychlatric Dispensary Between January

and June, 1921," Mental Hygiene, Vol. 11, No. 4, October
1927, p. 811-833.
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toward retardation and their child's own degree of self-
acceptance.l9 Grebler studied the impact which the parents!
attitudes have upon the actual development of the child.20
She emphasized the importance of parental acceptance.
Thorne and Andrews in their noteworthy study outlined

the devastating effect which parental and social re-
jection have for the retarded child.21 They belileve

that mental defectives are characterized by their craving
for affection and also thelr inability to defend themselves
against rejecting attitudes. When denied love and social
acceptance, they believed that the retarded child 1s
seriously threatened and that undesirable personality
reactions are apt to develop in the retardate's futile

attempts to adjust to a threatening environment.

The wide variation in parental attitudes have been

19ann E1izabeth Heilman, "Parental Adjustment to
the Dull Handicapped Child," American Journal of Mental
Deficiency, Vol.54, No. 4, April 1950, p. 556-5062.

20pnne Marie Grebler, "Parental Attitudes Toward
Mentally Retarded Children," American Journal of Mental
Deficiency, Vol. 56, No. 3, January 1952, p. 47/5-4383.

leederick C. Thorne and Jean Stewart Andrews,
“Unworthy Parental Attitudes Toward Mental Defectives,"
American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 50, No. 3,
January 1946, p. 4ll-Llo.
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noted by many wr'iters.22

There are also numerous articles
written about the need for counselling parents of retarded
children because of the importance which these attitudes

have for the development of the child.23

22pan Boyd, "The Three Stages in the Growth of a
Parent of a Mentally Retarded Child," American Journal of
Mental Deficiency, Vol. 55, No. 4, April 1951, p. 608-b611

Leo Kanner, "Parents! Feelings About Retarded
Children," American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 57,

No. 3, January 1953, p. 375-3S3.

Leonard Rosen, "Selected Aspects in the Development
of the Mothert's Understanding of Her Mentally Retarded
Child," American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 59,

No. 3, Januvary 1955, p. 522-520.

23Frank R. Giliberty, "The Role of the Social
Worker,"” American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 55,
No. 3, January 1951, p. 4loc-421.

1

Howard R. Kelman, "Parent Guidance in a Clinic
for Mentally Retarded Children," Secial Casework, Vol. 34,
No. 10, December 1953, p. 4L1-huT,

-------- , "Some Problems in Casework with Parents
of Mentally Retarded Children," American Journal of
Mental Deficiency, Vol. 61, No. 3, January 195(, p. 595-

59¢.

Cleo E. Popp, Vivien Ingram, and Paul H. Jordan,
"Helping Parents Understand Their Mentally Handicapped
Child," American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 58,
No. 4, April 1954, p. 530-534.

Bernhard Scher, "Help to Parents: An Integral
Part of Service to the Retarded Child," American Journal
of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 60, No. 1, July 1955, p. 169-
175.
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In all of these articles dealing with parental
attitudes, no one investigated just how important were
the attitudes of foster parents who were rearing borderline
defectives. It was possible that foster parents might
not have the difficulty in accepting retardation which
was experienced by natural parents. Not being biologically
related to the children, foster parents might be more
objective. Feelings of shame, guilt and basic inferiority
frequently coloured the biological parents' attitudes
toward the retardate. These feelings might not be oper-
ative for the foster parent. 1If on the other hand, foster par-
ents could not accept a child being retarded they
could ask that the Agency remove the child, an action
which was not open to natural parents except through

institutional placement.

L4, The Research Problem

As has been said above, the present study was
guided by one major proposition and numerous specific
questions seeking collaborative information of a des-
criptive nature. The formulation of the major propos-
ition was greatly influenced by the findings of the studies
which had been reviewed. This proposition was stated

as follows: there is a significant association between
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the nature of the foster parent-child relationship for
adolescent borderline defectives and (1) their total
adjustment and (2) their level of social maturity.

This statement of the major research problem
determined what aspects of the problem area would be
studied. First, an estimate of the subjects! total
adjustment had to be obtained. There were thought to
be advantages in procurring not only an objective apprai-
sal of their adjustment but also a subjective evaluation
made by the subjects themselves. Misperceptions might
be recognized through a comparison of the two ratings.
The subjective evaluation of adjustment was obtained
from the administration of an adjustment inventory--

The Mental Health Analysis.<* The second appraical,

which was made by The researcner, wi s pased upon the
information in the case records lept on eecn rfubject
oy tue social workers, These ravin- .t r:-. based upon
the subjects! freedom from problems, their adaptation
to thelr foster home settings, the adequacy of their
social relationships, and their progress at school or

at work.

2M ouis P. Thorpe, Willis W. Clark, and Earnest

W. Tiegs, Manual of Directions, Mental Health Analysis,
Elementary Series, Los Angeles, California Test Bureau,
1940, 106 p.
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A battery of rating scales, the Fels rarent

2
Behaviour Rating Scales, 2 was employed to study the

dynamics of the subjects! relationship with their foster

parents. Soclal competency was measured by the Vineland

Scale of Socilal Maturity.26 These psychological tests

and rating scales are discussed in detail in the next
chapter under the section heading "Sources of Data.’

One general proposition did not give enough
direction in a descriptive study of this scope; detailed
specific questions were needed to keep the collection of data
organized and within limits. As Father Shevenell has
written, "lurking in this method is the danger of being
crushed by the mass of accumulation, of getting lost
in an endless maze of details."®! Facets and even
shadows of the research problem were phrased as questions.
An effort was made that only data which were related

to a stated question would be collected. By this

25Alfred L. Baldwin, Joan Kalhorn, and Fay Huffman
Breese, 'The Appraisal of Parent Behavior," Psychological
Monographs, General and Applied, Vol. 63, No. &, 1949,
viii-chb p.

26Edgar' A, Doll, The Measurement of Social Com-
petency, A Manual for the Vineland Social Maturify Scale,
Minneapolis, Educatlonal Publlshers, 1053, xviii-66% p.

27R.-H. Shevenell, Recherches et theses, Research
and Theses, une nouvelle methodologie, Ottawa, University
Press, 1952, p. 12.
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procedure, all the data collected were integrated with
the general research problem.

These questions, which were formulated to act
as guldes for the collection of data, were classified
by two categories. The first category included questions
about the inter-relationship which existed for the psych-
ological tests and rating scales. The second category
included questions about the characteristics of the sub-
jects and their foster home placements. The following
questions were classified under the first category:

1. Was there a greater range of social quotients

obtained from the administration of the

Vineland Scale to the subjects than of
intelligence quotients?

2. Did the subjects with higher intelligence
quotients see themselves as better off in
terms of adjustment as assessed by the
Mental Health Analysis?

3. Did the subjects, whom others assessed on
the Vineland Scale as functioning at a
socially more competent level, see them-
selves as being better off in terms of
adjustment as indicated by the Mental
Health Analysis?

L, wWas there a significant association between
the nature of the foster parent-child
relationship as evaluated by the Fels
Parent Behaviour Rating Scales and
fluctuations of (1) Intelligence quot-
ients, (2) social quotients, (3) the scores
of the Mental Health Analysis?

5. Was there any assoclation between the ratings
of adjustment based upon the case record
material and (1) the foster parents!
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acceptance of the subjects'! retardation;
§2; fluctuations of social quotients;

3) the nature of the foster parent-child
relationship?

6. Was there any association between the ratings
of adjustment based upon the case record
material and the scores on the self-adminis-
tered Mental Health Analysis?

Questions concerning the charactefistics of the
subjects, which were classified under the second category,
were marshalled under seven headings as follows:

Family Background

1. What was the nature of the family situation
which necessitated wardship actionr

2. How stable were these families?

3. How many of the subjects had been born
out of wedlock?

4. What was the level of mental ability of
the parents?

5. What was the educational attainment of the
parents?

6. What type of occupations did the parents
have?

7. What incidence was recorded in the family
histories of institutional commitment of
the subjects' parents for mental deficiency,
mental illness, or criminal offenses?

Foster Home History

1. How old were the subjects when admitted to
care?

2. How many years had they spent in care?
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How many foster home placements did they
have during their time in care?

How many years had they spent in their last
foster home?

What use was made of institutional placements
for these subjects during their time in care?

What indications of retardation did the
foster parents recognize in the subjects
when they were young?

What attitudes toward retardation did the fos-
ter parents hold?

of Psychological and Psychiliatric Services

How many times had the subjects been tested
by the Agency psychologists.

What fluctuations of intelligence quotients
were noted for subjects who had been re-tested?

Did testing when the subjects were infants
indicate subnormal intelligence?

What use was made of the Agency'!s psychiatric
consultation service for these subjects?

What diagnostic or treatment services of a
psychiatric or psychological nature were
used outside of the Agency:

History of Problems

10

2.

What type of problems did the subjects
present during the period they were in care?

What problems were being presented at the
time of the study?

Educational Training and Attainment

1.

At what age did these children start to schooly
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How far 4did their ability carry them in
the regular grades?

How many were transferred to opportunity
classes or to junior vocational schools?

What were the childrenis prevalling attitudes
toward thelr school experiences?

Did the children who were able to keep pace
in school with their peers, tend to be the
subjects who expressed the most positive
attitudes toward school?

What attitudes toward school did the subjects
have who were promoted to remain with their
age group even though unable to do the work?

Employment Experiences

1.

2.

How many subjects had had part-time jobs
while attending school?

What type of part-time Jobs were they able
to handle.

How many subjects were self-supporting:

At what age did they become self-support-
ing?

What type of jobs could they do on a full-
time basis?

How stable were their employment records:

Summary

The first section of this chapter dealt with a

discussion of descriptive research. It was noted that

the present study was essentlially descriptive in nature

rather than experimental. The general problem area was
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surveyed in the second section. From discussion with
the social workers and a review of the literature, the
problem area was reduced to a set of inter-related
research questions. The main proposition of the thesis
was formulated as follows: there is a significant assoc-
iation between the nature of the foster parent-child
relationship for adolescent borderline defectives and
(1) their total adjustment and (2) their level of

social maturity.



CHAPTER II
THE RESEARCH DESIGN

Four questions are answered in this chapter:
(1) what was the research setting; (2) what subjects were
selected for study; (3) what sources of data were tapped
in studying these subjects; (4) how were the data analyzed.
One section of the chapter is devoted to answering each
question. The first section discusses the Children's Aid
and Infants! Homes of Toronto where the study was made.
The second section outlines the five criteria employed
in selecting subjects for the study group. The sources
of data are explained in detail in the third section.
These sources included three psychological tests and a
battery of rating scales assessing Tthe dynamics of the
foster parent-child relationship. The analysis of the
case histories provided the third source of data. The
last section of the chapter contains an introductory state-
ment of the manner in which the data were analyzed. More
detailed discussions of the methods of analysis preface
all the analytic sections throughout the text below. It
was felt, however, that an outline of the research design
would be incomplete without a succinct statement on the

method of analysis.
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1. The Research Setting

The study population was drawn from the children
under the supervision of the Children's Aid and Infants!
Homes of Toronto. This social agency cares for more depen-
dent children than any other Children's Aid Society or
similar agency in Canada. In December 1955, it was caring
for 2084 children.l There was an advantage in securing
the total study group from one agency. A degree of con-
formity was assured in the handling of foster home place-
ments wfich would not have been found even if the subjects
had been selected from various child caring agencies

within the same city.

Function of the Childrenis Aid and Infants! Homes.--
In the broadest sense, the function of any Ontario Childrent's
Aid Society can be described as follows:

The Children's Aid Society is a voluntary
agency organized to develop generally chilad
welfare in the community. The Society has
a special function to give protection and,
whenever possible, care to neglected, aban-
doned or sometimes delinquent children.
Wherever possible 1t endeavours to provide
an opportunity for the normal life and
spiritual growth of the child who, for some

1Figures from the Soclety's December, 1955
statistical report prepared for the Provincial Govern-

ment.
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reason ar other, is denled these natural

rights.

The Children's Ald and Infants! Homes of Toronto3
is the only agency providing public child welfare pro-
tection and adoption services to non-Roman Catholic
families within the City of Toronto. The Agency's aim
is to protect children through counselling parents with
problems where neglect of their children is potential or
apparent. In situations when there is no alternative but
to separate children from their own parents, guardianship
action is taken either under the provisions of "The Child
Welfare Act, 1954,"4 or through planned voluntary admissions.
The Society also assists unmarried parents to plan carefully
and thoughtfully for themselves and their babies. The
regnant aim of the Agency is to strengthen family 1life
so as to enable children to remain in, or to return to
their own homes; failing to attain this goal, it seeks
to re-establish the children in the community in adoption

or foster families.

20ntario Association of Children Aid Societies,
A Handbook for Director, Committee Members and Canvassers
of a Children's Ald Soclety, Brantford, 1947, p. L.

3In 1956 the name of the Children's Aid and Infants!
Homes of Toronto was changed to the Children's Aid Society
of Metropolitan Toronto.

bontario, "The Child Welfare Act, 1954," Statutes
of Ontario, 3 Eliz. II, Chapter 8.
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The Children's Ald and Infants'! Homes of Toronto
was created in 1951 by the merger of the former Infants!
Homes of Toronto, formed in 1875, and the Children's
Aid Society of Toronto, formed in 1891. The Infants:
Homes had been a private Protestant social agency which
provided care for unmarried mothers and their children
through institutional and foster home placement. The
Infants! Homes also had admitted to their care children
under the age of four years who had had to be removed from
their families. If it had been necessary for the child
to remain in care after four years of age, hilis supervision
used to be transferred to the Children's Aid Society.

The purpose of the merger of the two agencies was to avoid
overlapping and duplication of services and to provide
a more effective and economical service to the community.

Under "The Child Welfare Act, 1954," the Children's
Aid and Infants'! Homes receives the authority to investi-
gate complaints that children are being neglected. If
there is evidence that a child is being neglected, under
the terms of the Act, the Agency has the right to remove
the child from his home, with or without the parents!
consent. In order to assume either temporary or permanent
guardianship of the child, the Agency has to present evidence
before the Court within ten days of the child's appre-

hension. The Court has to determine whether the request



THE RESEARCH DESIGN 28

for guardianship submitted by the Socilety is justified by
the evidence presented.

Under the 1954 Act, 1t is possible for a child to
be made a temporary ward for a total period of not more
than twenty-four months,5 Upon reviewing a case at the
end of this probationary period, if the family situation
has not improved the child usually is made a permanent
ward.

When permanent guardianship is transferred from
the natural parents to the Agency, the Society assumes
all the rights and duties of a parent for the child while
the natural parents relingquish all rights except their
duty to contribute, to the best of their ability, toward
the support of the child. Under the 1954 Act, the Agency
is responsible for the child until he reaches eighteen
years of age, unless guardianship is again transferred,
as in the case when a child is committed to an Ontario
Training School or to an Ontario Hospital School.

The outstanding characteristic of Canadian child
welfare services during the last decade has been the in-
creased emphasis upon preventive aspects of the protective

services., This development reflects the recognition of

5Ibid., Chapter 8, Section 16, Clause 13.
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the importance of the natural family unit, the value of
keeping children in their own homes, and the alarmingly
large number of children being admitted to care. The
dispossession of the natural parents! inherent right to

the guardianship of their children is frankly recognized

as one of the most serious legal acts in the entire realm

of civil rights. Child protection agencies have become
constantly vigilant in distinguishing, and in having the
community distinguish between parental neglect of their
children, on the one hand, and the absence of basic material
needs, on the other. It is realized that the lack of these
needs, whether they are for economic resources or for
housing, should be met in other ways than by rempving the
children from the famlly as had frequently been the solution

in the past decades.

Agency Care of Wardss- The Child Care Department
of the Agency assumes the responsibllity for supervising
the care of the children whose guardianship has been
transferred to the Society. The majority of these children
are placed in foster homes. In December 1955 there were 2084
children iinder the supervision of the Children's Aid
and Infants! Homes of Toronto. Seventy-two per cent, or

1492 of these children were placed in paid foster homes.6

6Figures from the Socletyt!s December, 1955 statistical
report prepared for the Provincial Government.
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The remainder were in institutions or in free foster homes.
When a child was placed on regular foster boarding home
care, the Soclety pald the foster parents for the child's
room and board. The Soclety pald medical and dental expenses
and clothed the children. It also provided psychological
and psychiatric services for the children.7 At the time
of the study, the Soclety employed four psycholgists,
two responsible for older children and two for infants.
A psychiatrist was also engaged on a part-time basis for
consultation and diagnostic interviews with the children.

A discussion of the research setting would not be
complete without a comment upon the special complexion
which a social agency setting gives to the research process
being conducted by a psychologist. McVicker Hunt has
evidenced a keen discernment of the subtleties involved
in carrying on an inter-disciplinary research project.
In an address to a professional association, he diplomatically

8

related his personal experiences. In this little homily,

7For a comprehensive description of the organization
and function of the various services provided by the Agency
vide The Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto, Report
Upon a Proposed Realignment of the Jurisdiction o% the
ChiIdren's Aid Societies Operatling Within the MeTropolitan
Toronto Area, Toronto, 1950, xxiv-383 p.

8J. McV. Hunt, "A Social Agency as a Setting for
Research-~The Institute of Welfare Research," Journal of
Consulting Psychology, Vol. 13, No. 2, April 1949, p. 69-81.
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he affectionately likens the psychologist engaged in
research in a social agency to a missionary in the land

of the soclal worker. For purposes of contrast, he portrays
the research worker in a laboratory or clinic setting as
being able to work effectively as a "lone-wolf,"; not so

in a social agency setting. Hunt points out that the social
workers immediately feel 'researched upon” 1f they are not
kept informed step-by-step throughout the evolving research
process.

In order the undertake the present project the
continued co-operation of several caseworkers was required.
Many times it was necessary to interprete and re-interprete
which inclusion in the study group would involve for
children whom they were supervising. Concern and mistrust
were expressed particularly around the testing program.
There was also the problem of maintaining, over the extended
period needed to complete the study, the confidence and
trust of workers whose acquaintance with research was
minimal. Unless kept reminded that the processing of the
data was a tedious and time-consuming stage, many of the
workers showed little understanding of why the findings
could not be presented immediately after all the children

had been tested.

2. Criteria for the Selection of Subjects

The selection of the study population was guided
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by five criteria. PFirst, the children were to be of
borderline ability (intelligence quotients of seventy to

eighty) as rated on the Revised Stanford-Binet, Form M.

The second criterion limited the study group to subjects
who had been born by December 31, 1943, Consequently,

all the subjects were teenagers. Previous research, as
mentioned above, had been carried out on a complementary
pre-adolescent group.9 The third and fourth criteria
stipulated that the subjects, in order to be chosen, had
to be permanent wards of the Children's Aid and Infants!
Homes of Toronto and to be under its direct supervision.
At first, it was planned to study both temporary and perm-
anent wards. Since there were so few temporary wards of
borderline ability in this age range, it was decided to
exclude them entirely. This decision was supported when
it was discovered that most of these temporary wards had
not been in foster homes for a significant period of time.
It appeared, when studying the status of the children,
that if they had been in care for any length of time, they
had become permanent wards, especially by the time they
had reached adolescence. The few children whose supervision

had been transferred from the Childrenis Aid and Infants!

9Floyd Neville, Foster Home Placement for Intel-
lectually Retarded Children, unpublished Master's thesis,
St. Patrick's College, 1953, 1ii-78 p.
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Homes to another agency were also excluded. Much of the
data to be collected for the subjects could not be obtained
for children who were being supervised, for example, by an
out-of-town Children's Aid Society.

The fifth criterion stated that the teenagers were
to be living with foster families rather than in institutions.
The interplay of foster parent-child dynamics could obviously
not be studied if the children were not living in foster

homes.
3. Sources of Data

The data for this study were collected from three
types of sources. First of all, there were the findings
from the psychological tests which were administered.

These tests included the Revised Stanford-Binet,10 the

Mental Health Analysis,ll and the Vineland Scale of Social

Maturity.l2 The second source of data was a battery of rating

lOLeW1s M. Terman and Maud A. Merrill, Measurin
Intelligence, A Guide to the Administration of The New
Revised StanforalBinet Tests of Intelligence, Houghton
Mifflin, Boston, 1937, xiv-40l p.

11Louis P. Thorpe, Willis W. Clark, Ernest W.
Tiegs, Manual of Directions, Mental Health Analysis,
Elementary Series, Los Angeles, California Test Bureau,
1906, 16 p.

12

Edgar. A. Doll, The Measurement of Social Com-

petence, A Manual for the Vineland Social Maturity Scale,
Minneapolis, Educational Publishers, 1953, xvil-66L p.
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scales which evaluated various characteristics of the
relationship which existed between the foster parents and the
child in their care. These scales were called the Fels

Farent Behaviour Rating Scales.13 The third source of

data resulted from the analysis of the voluminous, nar-
rative case records which the Agency kept on each childis

development.

The Revised Stanford-Binet Tests of Intelligence.--

The Revised Stanford-Binet was used to select for the study

population only those children who were of borderline
ability. It was routine practice for every child to be
given a psychometric examination after admission to the
Agency's care. In general, it appeared that the children
comprising the study group had been re-tested every four
or five years. These examinations were requested by the
social workers who felt that a re-evaluation would be help-
ful in their work with the children.

The files kept by the Agency's rsychological
Department were searched to identify all children who in
the past ten years had been classified as borderline. This

list was then circulated to the more than thirty child care

1
3Alfred L. Baldwin, Joan Kalhorn, and Fay Huffman

Breese, "The Appraisal of Parent Behavior," Psychological
Monographs, General and Applied, Vol. 63, No. %, 1009, B85 p.
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social workers employed by the agency at the time of the
study. They checked this list agalnst their own files of
all the children whom they were personally supervising.
Names of children were added if there was the slightest
indication that they might be included in the study pop-
ulation.

Stanford-Binet'!s were administered to sixty-two

children. Of the children tested, forty-four met the study
populationts criterion of borderline intellectual ability.
All but one of these children were tested at the Agency.

In the one exception, the research worker went to the foster
home because its remoteness prevented the child being
brought into the city. Whenever possible appointments

for children living outside the city were arranged to
coincide with Agency medical appointments, shopping trips,

or other excursions into town.

The Mental Health analysis.-- The 1949 Mental

Health Analysis, Elementary Series was used as a personality

inventory to collect systematically information on the
child's perception of his own situation. It was designed

by the same authors as the Callfornia Test of Personality

but contalned many refinements and improvements over

this older instrument. The Mental Health Analysils is
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a yes-no questionnaire consisting of two hundred items al-
leging to evaluate assets and liabllities of the
testeel!s personality development in terms of mental health.

There are ten areas each covered by twenty questlons.
These ten areas are subdivisions of two maln categories--
liabilities and assets to good mental health. The liabilities
include questions estimating behavioural immaturity, emotion-
al instability, feelings of inadequacy, feelings of physical
defects, and nervous manifestations. The assets include
enquires yielding information about the testeels ablility to
form close personal relationships, the degree of hls inter-
personal skills, social participation, satisfaction from
work and recreation, and the adequacy of his outlook and goals.
Questions in each category are scattered throughout the test
booklet so that the testee will not perceive a pattern of
correct responses. Attention had been paid to the phrasing
of the questions, so that they would elicit individual opin-
lons rather than stereotyped responses. Effort had been
made so that the meaning behind Lhe questions would be dis-
guised in ¢rder to penetrate the superficial ego-involvements
of the subject.

Ten scores were obtained, one for each of the subtests.
The raw scores were transferred to percentile rank by aid of

a conversion table of percentile norms included in the
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Manual of Dir'ections.lLL These norms had been obtained by the
authors of the test as a result of the administration of the
inventory to approximately one thousand pupils. Besides the
scores on each of the ten subtests there were also composite
scores. There was a score for liabilities, representing all
the individual sections under liabilities. Similarly, there
was a companion score for assets. Thirdly, there was a total
score which was a composite of the liabilities and assets
scores. Unlike a financial statement where a balance between
liabilities and assets must exist, a high assets score did
not offset a low liabilities score. Each of these scores
did not have a separate existence; both scores were different
facets of the same situation. Therefore, to rank high on
the inventory!s total score, a subject had to receive high
scores on the sections dealing with both assets and freedom
from liabilities. All scores were expressed in terms of
percentile rank.

There are four comparable editions of the inventory.
It was designed to be used with subjects ranging from grade
four puplls to adults. The Elementary Series was selected
because 1t had been worded for testing children in grades

four through eight. 1In choosing an inventory which might be

used with retarded children, 1t was essential to find an

4

Louis P. Thorpe, Willis W. Clark, Ernest W. Tiegs,
Manual of Directions, Mental Health Analysis, Elementary
Series, Los Angeles, TaliTornia Test Bureau, 1946, 16 p.
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instrument whose questions were phrased in the simplest

words, The vocabulary used in the Mental Health Analysis

inventory had been evaluated by its authors by means of the
Lewerenz Vocabulary Grade Placement Formula to avoid reading
difficulties.

The Mental Health Analysis was administered when the

children were given the intelligence test, Although a few
children found the inventory rather long, most of them answered
the questions quite willingly. They did not appear to have
difficulty in comprehending the questions although a few
words like "traits" were above the level of their vocabulary.
In the case of one chlld who had a block to reading, the
examiner read the questions aloud while the child answered
them on his own form, out of sight of the examiner. This
procedure was adopted so that the child would feel as free
as possible to answer the way he wanted to, without feeling
his answers were being scrutinized.

The Richardson-Kuder reliability coefficients for this
inventory based on nine hundred and eighty cases was given
as .954 for the total score, .924 for the liabilitiles score,
and .906 for the assets score.15 These coefficients were con-
sildered very high especially considering that the inven-
tory questions were thought to tap feelings and attitudes

15Ibid., p. 4.
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which were sensitive to changes resulting from new experiences.
No reliability coeffilcients were given for the individual
ten scores.

The validity of this inventory appeared to be based
largely upon the consensus of experts. It was disappointing
that comments about validity rested shakily upon a discussion
of the selection of items and the cleverness in disguising
the true nature of the queries. One might justifiably crit-
icize the a priori proclamation that the ten categories around
which the inventory was built were crucial dimensions of
mental hygiene, recognized by experts in the field.

Taking cognizane of these shortcomings in validation,
it was decided that the inventory would be useful if used
primarily to indicate the way the children saw themselves.
Whether the way the subjects saw themselves coincided with
the way others saw them was examined by a comparison of

Mental Health Analysis scores and evaluations of the children

furnished by other sources such as the rating scales and

the case records.

The Vineland Scale of Social Maturity.-- The

Vineland Scale of Soclal Maturity was used to measure the

level of social competency which the children had attained.
By social compeﬁency, Edgar Doll, author of the scale,

meant "the:functional ability of the human organism
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for exercising personal independence and soclal responsi-

bility."16

The Vineland Scale was not a test, a rating scale,

nor a questionnaire. It was an objective schedule of
developmental behaviour which had been standardized nor-
matively. The scale, which was both a point-scale and an age-
scale, consisted of a series of 117 items of performance. These
117 behavioural observations were classified under the follow-
ing six categories of adequacy: self-help, locomotion, occu-
pation, communication, self-direction, and socialization.
Unlike most psychological tests, the presence of the
subject was not required for the administration of the Scale.
The Scale was customarily scored through interrogration of
someone who had an accurate and comprehensive knowledge
of the subjec¢ctis dally behaviour. In most instances, the
persons interviewed were the foster mothers. In the case of
eight wards who were self-supporting, they were personally
interrograted, in accordance with Doll!'s instructions for the
self-informing examination. In these situations, the tech-
nique of multiple informants was used whereby the childfs
social worker was also interviewed to correct the possibility
of the child elther under- or over-rating himself. Social

workers were also interviewed with regard to their knowledge

16Edgar A, Doll, The Measurement of Social Competence,
A Manual for the Vineland
Educational PUblishers, 1953, p. 10,

s 3
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of the childls day-by-day behaviour in situations when the
examiner felt that the foster parent was not conveying a
representative picture of the child's habitual level of
performance. In a few instances it was felt that a foster
mother did not present a true picture of the child in her
care. Not being able to accept her childt's retardation, it
was felt that she tried to minimize it during the interview.
This situation was characteristic of foster mothers who felt
that the child's retardation was a reflection upon their
adequacy as a foster parent.

At first appearance, it might seem that the Mental

Health Analysls, assets score, would duplicate to some extent

the findings of the Vineland Scale. The Mental Health Analysis,

however, yielded information on the childts perception of his

own situation while the Vineland Scale was based upon his

actual level of performance as Jjudged by others in close
association with him.

The final score on the point scale of the Vineland
Scale was derived from the summation of the number of the
117 behavioural items passed. A point score was converted in-
to a social age score by means of a conversion table in-
cluded in the Manualo17 The social quotient was computed by
the customary technique of dividing the subjectis social

7 1p14., p. 290.
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age by his chronological age and multiplying the quot-
ient by one hundred.

Items could be scored plus, minus, or plus-minus.

Half item credit was given to plus-minus scores which indicated
that the abillty being assessed was either just emerging or
was of a transitory nature. It was possible to use three
other scores. The score, plus F, meant the child would
ordinarily be able to accomplish the task but that under
certain conditions there might be temporary failure. None

of the children in the population received a plus F score.

If there was no opportunity avallable for the child to rou-
tinely perform the behavioural item being considered, a "plus
or minus no opportunity’ score might be used. Whether the
child received a plus or a minus on this score was determined
by his actual performance on the rare occasions when an oppor-
tunity was avalled to the child.

Standardization data had been obtained from the ad-
ministration of the Scale to 620 subjects ranging in age.
from new-born infants to adults thirty-one years old. The
normative subjects although drawn from one geographic region
in New Jersey lncluded individuals of several national origins.,
They included an equal number of members of both sexes.
Reliability studies which were made by the test-retest method
yielded high correlation coefficients. wWhen a sample of

250 subJects from the normative standardization population



THE RESEARCH DESIGN 43

was re-examined after a lapse of less than two years a coef-
ficient of .970 was obtained.18 Other reliability studies
run with 125 and 144 subjects yilelded coefficients of .92
and .94 respectively.

One of the serious criticism raised against the use

of the Vineland Scale when it was first put on the market

was the fact that scoring was highly subjective. The early

reviews in Buros! The Third Mental Measurements Yearbook

criticized the fact that the examiner was left too much on
his own to interpret whether the subject'!s behaviour met the
requirements of the Scale items.19 With the publication of
Dollt!'s more comprehensive manual in 1953, a great deal more
discussion was devoted to the interpretation of the Scale

items.eo

These descriptions were constantly consulted when

the Scale was administered to the present study population.
Before using the Scale the research worker was care-

ful to establish a constructive working relationship with

the foster parents. Rapport was furthered by the acknowledg-

ment of specific instances of good work which the foster

parents had accomplished with the children. The avid interest

of the foster parents in the development and adjustment of

their children was captured and associated with the aims of

181bid., p. 429.

19
Oscar Krisen Buros, The Third Mental Measurements
Yearbook, New Brunswick, Rutgers University, 19899, ©. I07=I109.

20
Edgar A. Doll, op. cit.
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this research project. A great deal of support was given
throughout the interviewing periods especlially at the point
when the childis retardation was becoming evident on items
easily accomplished by normal children of hls age.

The Fels Parent Behaviour Rating Scales.-- As

well as the type of information derived from psychometric
examination, data were desired perfaining to the nature and
dynamics of the foster parent-child relationship. This
material could have been obtained either through unstructured
discussion with the social workers who were periodically
visiting the foster homes or by the use of one or more of
the several evaluative tools of structured interrogation.
The latter method was preferred because the data could be
collected more systematically. Another advantage was that
the situations of the children could be compared more
easily when there was an objective standard.

A series of rating scales was selected--the Fels

Parent Behaviour Rating Scales.21 These scales were designed

at Antioch College'!s Samuel S. Fels Research Institute for the
Study of Human Development. The Battery consisted of thirty
scales. They were used in an attempt to measure such

components and characteristics of the foster parent-child

21A1fred L. Baldwin, op. cit.
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relationships as the warmth and protectiveness of the

relationship, the intellectual objectivity of the foster

parents! attitudes to the child of borderline ability, the

measures of control and guidance which the foster parents

employed, and similar facets of the parent-child relation-

ship.2?
The Fels scales were all linear rating scales cal-

ibrated in descriptive terms. Each of the thirty scales was

printed on a separate sheet. A battery, therefore, consis-

ted of thirty sheets. There was enough room on each sheet

for the scale to be repeated five times so that five children

could be rated with each set of thirty sheets., The pro-

cedure of rating in groups of five not only speeded the process

but also enabled the raters to make a child-to-child comparison

in arriving at their ratings. Children living in the same

foster homes were rated separately. Since the relationship

of two children with the same foster parents never would be

identical, independent ratings on the scales were necessary.
The scales were scored by the raters making an "X"

on the rating line at or near the point which best described

the foster parents! behaviour towards the child. The scales

could be marked any place alone the line; the X'!'s did not

22See Appendiz 3.
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have to be placed opposite a que mark and 1ts descriptive
passage.

The ratings were estimates of the lmpact of the parents!
behaviorr on the child., Parental behaviour perceived by the
observer might be different from the chlld's perception of
the same behaviour. Attention was given in making the rat-
ings to take into account how much of the behaviour which the
workers observed was evident to the child and how he inter-
preted it. The impact rated then could be described as the
characteristics of the parents! behaviour which were apparent
to the child.

The Fels Scales were originally designed to be used

by research workers who would have visited the family and
observed the child in the family constellation. After the
second visit the researcher would score the scales. Before

employing the Fels Scales in the present study, the question

was raised as to who would mark the scales, the research
worker or the soclal workers, It would have been a very time-
ly procedure for the research worker to visit all the foster
homes for two periods of observation; many of the homes were
in the sountry and some as far away as fifty miles. If the
researcher were to mark the scales, his decisions would have
been made on a much shorter period of observation than that

of the social workers. On the other hand, there were twenty-
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four social workers involved and the researcher feared that
there might be some variation in comprehension of the scales
which would influence their reliability and validity, even
though studies conducted at Antioch College might negate
this possibility.

From the reliability studies at the Fels Institute,
a median coefficient of correlation of .73 was found when
the ratings of one individual were compared six months later
with his earlier ratings of approximately one hundred parent-
child situations.23 When the rating of two workers who had
scored the scales from independent visits to the home were
compared, a median coefficient of correlation of .61 was
obtained. This coefficient was raised to .73 when the two
raters made separate ratings but based upon the same period
of observation in the home. Strength was given to the belief
that there was a common basis of judgment when the means
and standard deviations calculated from the raw scores were

sufficiently similar among different raters,

23p1fred L. Baldwin, Joan Kalhorn, Fay Huffman

Breese, "The Apprailsal of Parent Behavior," Psychological
Monographs General and Applied, Vol. 63, No,” I, 1943,

p. 18-261
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In at least one pilot study, conference judgments
assessing qualltative material were found to have greater
reliability than Jjudgments made by a single person.24
Utilizing the experience gained from this previous project,
1t was decided that the scales would be scored by conference
decisions made by the researcher and the social worker. The

research worker had seen the children when he administered

the Stanford-Binet tests and the Mental Health Analyses.

In preparation for these ratings, he familiarized himself
with the social workers! case records describing the child’s
situation. He had previously seen most of the children in
their foster homes when he went to administer the Vineland

Scale of Social Maturity. The social workers in formulating

their ratings usually drew upon a very long period of
observation of the child in the foster home, in contrast

to the two visits prescribed by the authors of the scales.
The socilal workers! evaluations were based upon a great
depth of understanding and insight accruing from the in-
timacy of their working relationship with the foster parents
and children.

Each of the twenty-four soclal workers met individ-

24Malcolm G. Preston, Emily Hartshorne Mudd,
William L, Peltz, and Hazel B. Froscher, "iAn Experimental
Study of a Method for Abstracting the Content of Social Case
Records,” Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology, Vol.
45, No. 4,7 0October 1950, p. 628-646,
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ually with the research worker to evaluate, in terms of the
scales, each child supervised by them which was included
in the study population. The research worker read and
explained in a standardized manner the scales to each worker
in turn. This practice was followed in an attempt to insure
that all the social workers took the same meaning from the
scales. The research worker saw his primary function in
the conferences as a control so that the scales would be
used to measure the same things for each of the children
even though there were a number of social workers involved
in making the ratings. after thorough discussion of a
scale and the foster parent-child relationship, the researcher
and the social worker would agree how the scale was to be
marked., Disagreement of opinion was handled by a review of
the child's case record and further discussion of the child's
performance during the testing periods until an unanimous
agreement was reached.

Of the forty-four children in the study population,

forty were rated on the Fels Scales. Four wards were not

rated; they were self-supporting and were living in boarding
houses rather than in bona fides foster homes. All toll,
a total of twelve hundred scales were marked.

Fach linear rating scale was constructed to be

ninty millimeters long. 1In the Fels research projects
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it had been found convenient to make the range of raw scores
from ten to ninty-nine. Scoring was done by placing a
millimeter ruler so that point 9.5 on the ruler came at

the bottom on the Fels Scale. The top of the rating scale

terminated at 99.5. By following this practice all the
raw scores were two digit numbers which was convenient for
later computations. The numerical position on the millimeter
rule which corresponded spatially to the check mark on the
Fels Scale was used as the raw score.

It may be questioned whether a ninty-point scale
represented an unnecessary refinement of the ratings.
Studies at the Fels Institute indicated that a coarser
categorization of the scores resulted in a loss of infor-
mation.25 Although the ninety-point scale was employed at the
initial stage of marking and scoring the scales, the scores,
later in processing, were reduced to only three categories--
above the mean, at the mean, and below the mean of the ratings
on each scale.

It had been found that the norms which were form-
ulated from different series of ratings varied in relation
to the type of situation in which the scales were used.

Because the situation in which the scales were employed in

25Alfred L. Baldwin et al., op cit., p. 35

H. Champney and H. Marshall, "Optimal Refinement
of the Rating Scale," Journal of Applied psychology, Vol. 23,
No., 3, June 1939, p. 323-331.
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the present study was different from any studies heretofore,
new norms had to be computed. Norms for the preseht round
of ratings of the forty individuals were calculated by
finding for each of the thirty scales their mean and standard
deviation. The raw scores were then translated into equiva-
lent normal curve scores, or T-scores. It was held that
the conversion to T-scores permitted comparisons of the
scales despite the fact that each scale might employ differ-
ent original units of measurements. The T-scores were
actually standard scores in a normal distribution multiplied
by ten and referred to an arbitrary reference point below
the mean in order to avoid negative signs. The fixed mean
of the T-scores was fifty and the standard deviation, ten.
T-scores, unlike percentiles, were equal over the scale.
Standard scores would have had the same form of distribution
as the original scores and would have been simply original
scores expressed in sigma units. T-scores, in contrast,
represented equivalent scores in a normal distribution.
After the twelve hundred raw scores from the scales
had been converted into T-scores, they were transcribed to
a parent behaviour rating scale profile chart.26 The

scores for each child were collated on a separate profile

26See Appendix 3.
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charte The numerical order of the scales in this profile
chart was rearranged so that variables which had been found
by previous research at the Fels Institute to be inter-
related were placed together.

Case Analysis of the Narrative Records.-—~ In
addition to the data available through the administration
of tests and rating scales, it was recognized that a store-
house of information existed in the case records of these
children. A record had been kept for each child since his
admission into care. They included the social workers?
narrative summarizing all facets of thelr work with the
childe The records also included psychological reports
and summaries for case conferences or other purposes.
Recording pertaining to the childt*s family situation prior
to the child's record, as in the case of children of un-
married mothers.

It was declided to analyze these records by means
of a schedule, Data contained in the records were to be
collated systematlically by means of this schedule which
was a list of topics and questions. Abstraction of case
records by content analysls had already been considered

by many people in the field and had been found in previaus

52
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studies to be a reliable method of handling qualitative
material.27

The Case Analysis Schedule was constructed after a
review of the types of schedules which had been used in
previous research projects.28 These schedules ranged all
the way from simple lists of questions, to be answered by
the researcher from reading the records, to complex schedules
with precoded multi-dimensionally classified items. While
the former type only called for a transfer of selected

descriptive facts from the records to the schedule, the

27Gordon W. Allport, The Use of Personal Documents
in Psychological Science, New York, Social Science Research
Council, 1942, 210 p.

J. Dollard and 0., H. Mowrer, '"A Method of Measuring
Tension in Written Documents," Journal of Abnormal and Socilal
Psychology, Vol. 42, No. 1, January 1907, p. 3-32.

L. Gottschack, C. Kluckhohn and R. Angell, The Use
of Personal Documents in History, Anthropology and Sociology,
New York, Social Science Research Council, 1945, 243 p.

Hilde Landenberger Hochwald, "The Use of Case Records
in Research,”" Social Casework, Vol. 33, No., 2, February

1952, p. 7T1-T70.

Ruth Lehrer, An Approach to the Systematic Analysis
of Case History Material, Unpublished Doctor's dlssertation,
Western Reserve Universlity, 1950, vi-134 p.

Malcolm G. Preston et al., op. cit.

285ee Appendix 4.
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latter type frequently called for evaluations to be made
based upon these facts, The degree of movement of the
clients in the counselling process was an example of the type
of evaluations sometimes made., It had been found that the
reliability of evaluations of this type tended to be some-
what questionable if made by one person rather than by confer-
ence Judgment.29 Since the burden of reading the case
records and meeting with the research worker for conference
judgments was too time consumming for the social workers to
be allowed to participate, the former type of schedule was
adopted.

Five cases were read which were thought to be repre-
sentative of the records of children in the study population.
Notation was made on individual index cards of each type
of information contained in the narratives which was thought
of value in relation to the aims of the present study.

After scores of these cards had been marked, they were sorted
under headings whilch emerged from the data on the cards.

A nineteen page schedule was constructed which was
used to collect data abstracted from the records.3o Data
were marshalled under ten headings. These headings included

identifying data, famlly background, physical development,

29

Malcolm G. Preston et al., op. cit.

308ee Appendix U4,
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psychological history, history of problems presented by the
child, placement history, foster home history, institutional
placements, school history, and employment history.

The case records of all of the forty-tfour children
were analyzed. When the child's record did not include a
report of the work done with the family prior to the admis-
sion of the child into the custody of the Agency, the family

records kept by the protection Department were read.
L, Method of Analysis

The varied sources and types of data made the method
of analysis rather intricate., Even so, a conscious effort
was made to keep the analytic process as simple as possible.
When the data could be analyzed in more than one way, the
simplest method was always selected.

For the most part, descriptive techniques were
employed throughout. When feasible, it was planned that
the content abstracted from the case records would be classif-
ied and presented tabularly. Characteristics of the study
population such as age, sex, length of time in care, number
of foster home placements, and similar facts were well
adapted to a "nose counting" type of descriptive analysis.

The data transferred to the Case Analysis Schedule which
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were of a more qualitative nature, such as the foster
parents! attitudes toward retardation, were to be clagsified
in a manner which had been termed "qualitative coding”31
and, then, also presented tabularly.

An assessment of each subjectl!s total adjustment
was to be made. These estimates were to be based upon the
content of the case records. The fact that they were to
be made by one person was a recognized possible limitation.
The adjustment ratings were, however, to be cross-tabulated
with the classified case record material to provide the
evidence to substantiate the claim of an empirical basis
for the ratings. actual case summaries were also to be
appended to be used as anchoring illustrations of the ad-
Jjustment ratings.

The relationships between the psychological test
findings were to be studied as the six research questions
enumerated in the previous chapter indicated. A product
moment coefficient of correlation was to be compiited to
ascertain the relationship between intelligence quotients
and social quotients. It was planned to study the correl-

ation of the Mental Health Analysis scores with the social

31William J. Goode and Paul K., Hatt, Methods in
Social Research, New York, McGraw-Hill, 1952, p. 320-325,
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and intelligence quotients.

The handling of the Fels Scales was a majJor problem,

After reviewing in the literature the manner in which

they had previously been analyzed, it was decided to follow
the precedure developed at the Samuel S. Fels Research
Institute. This method was called "cluster analysis.'

It simply meant that those of the thirty scales which were
inter-related were grouped together. Product moment
coefficients of correlation were to be computed when each
of the scales was studied for its relationship to the remain-
ing twenty-nine scales. From the resulting table of
inter-correlations, scales which were significantly related
to each other were to be combined to form a cluster.

It was planned to study the association between

the Fels ratings and the psychological test findings. The ass-

ociation between the Mental Health Analysis scores and

the Fels cluster ratings was to be examined by contingency
studies. To enquire whether there were any signficant
associations between social or intelligence quotients and the
Fels clusters, a series of computations was to be made
for the significance of differences between means. The

subjects were to be classified by the Fels cluster ratings

32A detailed dilscussion of cluster analysis is pre-
sented in Chapter IV under the section "Processing of the
Fels Scales.,”
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and, then, the mean socilal and intelligence quotients were
to be calculated for each subgroup. These subgroup means
were compared with the mean for the total group,

The data from the psychological tests and rating
scales were integrated with the data from the case records
when the former were compared with the adjustment ratings.
The mean social and intelligence quotients for each adjust-
ment rating were, in turn, compared with the means of the
other two adjustment ratings for significant differences.,
Because the cell frequencies were small when the Mental

Health Analysis scores were cross-classified with the

adjustment ratings, chi square could not be computed in the
usual manner. A nonparametric technique was sought;
Pisheris Exact Probablility Test was selected. This test
was also to be used to analyze the association between the

adjustment ratings and the Fels cluster ratings.
Summary

A brief statement was given in this chapter of the
setting in which the research project took place. The
transfer of a chlld'!s guardianship from his parents to the
Children's Aid and Infants! Homes was explained in terms
of the provisions of "The Child Welfare Act, 1954." The

foster home program was dlscussed since all the subjects,
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as well as over seventy per cent of the total number of
dependent children under the supervision of the Socilety,
were cared for by foster parents.

The second sectlion of the chapter dealt with the
criteria for selecting subjects for the study group.

There were five qualifications used in the selection of
subjects. In order to be chosen, subjects, first of all,
had to be of borderline ability; secondly, to be permanent
wards; thirdly, to be under the direct supervision of the
Children's Aid and Infants! Homes of Toronto; fourthly,

to be twelve years or over; and fifthly, to be living

with foster families and not in institutlons.

The third section of the chapter dealt with the
sources of data which, in turn, were classified under three
major categories. First, there were the findings from
psychometric examinations. These findings included assess-

ment of intelligence through the use of the Revised Stanford-

Binet. The Mental Health Analysis, Elementary Series was

employed to obtain some picture of the way these children
saw themselves in terms of their social and personal devel-

opment. The Vineland Scale of Social Maturity provided an

objective evaluation of the level of personal independence
and social responsibility which the children had actually

attained.
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The second major source ol data was the Fels

Parent Behaviour Rating Scales. This battery of thirty scales

yielded information on the nature and dynamics of the
foster parent-child relationship. The third source

was the analysis of the case records to screen out the
wealth of descriptive data on the child's situation, not
only at the time the study was made, but also on his devel-
opment over the years since he came into the care of the
Agency.,

A brief statement of the method of analysis com-
prised the fourth section of the chapter. It was noted that
more detailed discussions of the methods of analysis were
to preface all the analytic sections throughout the text.
An attempt was made to keep the analytic process as simple
as possible. Descriptive teachniques were employed when-
ever practicable. It.was planned Lhat coefficients of
correlation were to be computed when studying the relation-
ship between the psychological test findings. Association
between these test findings and the rating scales was to be
studied by contingency, significance of differences

between means, or Fisher's Exact Probability Test.



CHAPTER III
THE STUDY POPULATION

This chapter deals with the primary identifying
characteristics of the forty-four teenagers comprising
the study group. The information was originally trans-
ferred from the service forms and the face sheets in each
childis record., The family histories were also consulted
for information about the children's parents. These data
were recorded in the Case Analysis Schedule. The great
bulk of the data collated on the Schedules, however, will
be analyzed in Chapter V.

There are four sub-divisions of this chapter.
First of all, the study population is placed in the total
group of children being cared for by the Society. Then,
the age distribution and the legal status of the subjects
are discussed, The reason why the children in the study
group came into care is explained in the second division.
The third section describes the family backgrounds of the
subjects. The fourth and concluding section reviews the
number and length of foster home placements which the sub-
jects had and the use made of temporary institutional
placements,

Measures of central tendency and dispersion are

atated throughout the chapter. The frequency distributions
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from which the more important measures have been computed
are included, To facilitate reading, these distributions
have been relegated to the section containing auxiliary

tables in the sppendix.

The Subjects.-- Forty-four children met the re-
quirements for inclusion in the study population. Of the
2084 children in care in December 1955, 161l were permanent
wards.l Of these permanent wards, 714 were twelve or more
years of age. Forty-four of these 714 permanent wards
had borderline mental ablilily and met the other criteria to
be included in the study population. Twenty-four of
these children were girls while the remaining twenty were
boys. Fifty-seven per cent, or twenty-five of the children
came from legal marital unions. Forty-three per cent,
or nineteen were illegitimate.

Sixty-six per cent, or twenty-nine of the subjects
were living in foster homes where their board was paid by
the Agency. These chlldren were attending school. They
were completely financially dependent upon the Society.
Thirty-four per cent or fifteen subJects were self-supporting
although still under the supervision of the Agency. These

fifteen subjects were all over sixteen years of age. They

1
Figures are from the Societyis monthly statistical
report prepared for the Provincial Government.
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were working and paying thelr own room and board. It was
interesting to note that many of these older subjects had
remained with the families which the Society had placed
them on boarding home care. )

The mean age of the subjects was 15.16 years with
a standard deviation of 2.13 years and a range of twelve
to nineteen years.2 The "Child Welfare Act, 1954,"3 which
came into force on January 1, 1955, stated that the guard-
ianship by a Children's Aid Soclety terminated when a ward
reached majority at eighteen years of age. The Children's
Aid and Infants! Homes of Toronto, however, was still
supervising some children above this age in 1955. Under
the previous "Children's FProtection Act,”4 guardianship
was not terminated until the child reached twenty-one
years of age. As a result, 1955 was a transition year
during which the Agency was supervising some children who
had already reached majority under the new act. An extended
period of time was necessary to work out the plans for
termination of Agency supervision with some of these children

who were handicapped by their retardation.

2See Appendlx 1, Table XXXV, for frequency distribution.

Sontario, "The Child Welfare Act, 1954," Statutes of
Ontario, 3 Eliz. II, Chapter 8, Section 16, Clause 16.

-------- » "The Children's Protection Act," The
Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1950, 14 Geo. VI, Chapter 53,
Section 13, Clause 1.
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Reason for Wardship Action.-- Table I enumerated
the reasons why these children were taken into care. In
twenty-six instances, or fifty-nine per cent of the cases,
the parents, frequently unmarried mothers and widowers,
requested the Agency to place their children in foster
or adoption homes. In eighteen situations, or forty-one
per cent of the cases, the children were apprehended against
the parents' wishes because of inadequate care jeopardizing
the childis life and welfare. Four of the subjects became

wards after they were deserted by their parents.

Family Background.~-- The family backgrounds of
all of these children were consistently marginal. As was
mentioned, only twenty-five of the subjects had come from
families where there was even a legal marriage. Of the
nineteen unmarried mothers, thirteen had had only one child
born out of wedlock., The remaining six mothers had had from
two to four children out of wedlock. One of these six
women had lived in a common-law union with the father of
the child for a short period of time.

Even the twenty-five legal unions were none too
stable. Only one famlly unit was reported as financlally
stable. The remaining families were subsisting on marginal
incomes because of periodic unemployment, illness, mis-

management of money, debts, gambling, or drinking.



THE STUDY POPULATION

Table I. - Reasons Why the Forty-four Subjects

Were Made Wards.

65

Nature of Admission

Reason for Wardship Action Total  Appre- Parental
henslion Request
Children of married parents: 25 14 11
Parental neglect 10 10 oo
Father dead, divorced, or
deserted; mother unable
to care for child alone 7 1 6
Mother dead, divorced, or
deserted; father unable
to care for child alone 6 1 5
Child deserted by both
parents 2 oe
Children of unmarried mothers: 19 4 15
Unmarried mother living in
the community unable to ad-
equately care for her child 11 .o 11
Unmmarried mother living in
an institution unable to
care for her child oo L
Chlld deserted by mother 2 2 o
Maternal neglect 2 2 oo
Total Ly 18 26
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The twenty-five families with legitimate children
had a mean number of children of 5.12. The standard devi-
ation was 2.81. The range ran from a family with only
one child to a family with fourteen children.

There was a considerable breadth of scatter in
the ages of the parents, as was indicated by the rather
large values for the standard deviations shown in Table
ITI. Caution must be exercised when interpreting the find-
ings represented in this table since the records were not
complete for all of the parents. As a result, the measures
of central tendency and of dispersion were not based on
the parents of the entire study group. The column headed
"NY indicated the number of parents from which the values
were computed. From the table, it was noted that the
average age of the mothers when they were married was five
years younger than their husbands. The mean ages of the
fathers and the putative fathers, when the children were
born, were remarkably similar and higher than one might
have thought. Both mean ages were in the early thirties.
The unmarried mothers were much younger when their child-
ren were born than the married mothers as one might have
suspected,

The low educational attainment of the parents of
the subjects was illustrated in Table III. The information

regarding the educational attainment of putative fathers
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Table II. - Mean Ages of Parents When Married,
When the Subjects Were Born, and When the Subjects Were
Admitted to Care,

T

Temporal Reference Points Mean s.p.2 NP 1.D.©
Age of father when married 26,21 T7.29 19 6
Age of mother when married 21,00 3.26 20 5

Age of father when subject
born 32.71 5.91 21 4

Age of putative father when
subject was born 31.37 9.17 8 11

Age of ummarried mother
when subject was born 23.11 6,09 18 1

Age of married mother
when subject was born 27.00 5.73 22 3

Age of father when child
was taken into care 36.25 6.65 21 L

Age of married mother when
child was taken into care 33.82 8.00 22 3

Age of unmarried mother when
child was taken into care 24,77  T.25 18 1

8gtandard deviations.

bN’umber of parents from whom values were computed.

CNumber of records in which there was insufficient
data.
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Table III. - Educatlonal Attalnment of

the Subjects'! Parents.,

Fathers
and
School Level Reached Putative Mothers
Fathers
No schooling .o 3
Elementary schooling only 24 20
Elementary schooling and
vocational training 2 T
Some secondary schooling 3
Some secondary schooling
and normal school tralining .o
Insufficient data 15 L
Total uh un

68
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was seldom complete in the records. As a result, the
insufficient data category for men was so large. From the
records which were complete, only nine per cent of the
parents of these children who had had any secondary school-
ing. Three mothers had had no schooling whatsoever. In
two of these cases the mothers, as children, had lived in
isolated regions up North where there were no school facil-
ities. In the third case, the mother was grossly mentally

1

defective, The term, "vocational training," meant that
a parent had attended a Junior vocatlonal school such as
the Jarvis Street School for Boys. These schools provided
trade tralning for mentally restricted children. Unlike
a technical high school, it was not necessary for the pupil
to have graduated from elementary school before being ad-
mitted to a Junior vocational school,

It was difficult to get an accurate and complete
estimate of the mental abilities of the parents. Reports
of intelligence tests were recorded for twenty-six mothers.
The distribution of these scores was illustrated in Table IV.
Caution must be exercised to avoid interpreting the results
for these twenty-six mothers to represent the mental ability
of the total group of the forty-four mothers. It was quite
possible that only the more obviously retarded mothers

were singled out for testing, in order to diagnose the

degree of retardation which was suspected by the social
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Table IV, - Distribution of the Intelligence
Quotients of Twenty-six of the Subjects!'! Mothers Who
Had Been Rated with the Revised Stanford-Binet,

Clgiskgiiigéon ofR??%?.s Frequency
Imbecile 20 - 49 2
Moron 50 - 69 11
Borderline 70 - 79 8
Dull 80 - 89 3
Normal 90 - 110 o

Total 26
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workers.

Throughout the records, however, there were frequent
estimates of the mental capacities of the parents made by the
social workers., The distribution of these estimates refllected
the diagnostic ratings of the twenty-six mothers except that
the modal class was the borderline category. On the whole,
it appeared that the parents of the subjects tended, like
their offspring, to be limited in intellectual ability. A
review of the medical records of the subjects revealed that
there had not been any reference to birth injury or brain
damage. On the other hand, the limited intellectual ability
of their parents supported the classification of the subjects!
retardation as being of an endogenous nature.

Table V noted the occurance in the records of the
families of reference to mental illness of either parents,
institutional placement for training and any record of incar-
cerations. Mental illness was reported in the immediate
families of eighteen per cent of the study population. The
eight specific references were made to psychotic states which
required hospital care for the parent. Five parents had been
in the Ontario Hospital School at Orillia or in a similar
institution. The five fathers who were imprisioned had been
convicted of such things as armed robbery, theft, assault, and

disorderly conduct. Two mothers had been committed to the
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Table V. - Recorded Reports in the
Family Histories of Instlitutional Commitment
of the Subjects! Parents for Mental Illness,
Mental Deficiency, or Criminal Offenses.

Type of Fathers

Institutional and

Conmitment Putative Mothers
Fathers

Ontario Hospital because
of Mental illness 2 6

Ontario Hospital School
because of retardation 1 L

Gaol or prison 5 3
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Table VI. - Classification of the Occupations
Recorded for the Subjects! Parents.

Fathers
Type of work Paggtive Mothers?2

Fathers
Unskilled 12 24
Semi-skilled 14 7
Skilled 9 1
Permanently unemployable 1 oo
Student 1 1
Never worked outside the home .o 6
Insufficient data 7 5

Total Ly m

28Before and after marriage.
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Mercer Reformatory for incorrigibllity and vagrancy. Another
mother had been placed in gaol for theft and drunkenness.

The occupations of the parents were classifled in
Table VI, Sixty-five per cent of the parents were employed
in unskilled or semi-skilled jobs. The "unskilled" cat-
egory covered labouring and Janitorial Jobs. The "semi-
skilled" category included delivery men, railway porters,
factory workers, and simple clerical workers. The "skilled"
category included such trades as lathe operator, baker,

carpenter, photographer, printer, and painter,

Placement History.-- The mean age at which the subjects
were admitted into care was 5.4 years.5 There was a
standard deviation of 4.41 years, The range ran all the way
from just shortly after birth to one child who was admitted
when she was fifteen years of age. The majority of the child-
ren were admitted between birth and nine years of age.

The children spent a mean of 10.02 years in care.
The standard deviation was 4.45 years and the range was
from three to nineteen years.6

The mean number of foster home placements which the

children had while under the supervision of the Society,

5See Appendix 1, Table XXXVI, for frequency distribubion.
6 .
See Appendix 1, Table XXXVII for frequency distribution.
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was 3.U45 foster homes. [ Although the range was very wide,
running from only one foster home placement to fourteen, the
low standard deviation of 2,69 indicated that the majority
of the children had five or less placements while in care.
Since the frequency distribution contained an extreme value
which had a disproportionate affect upon the mean, the med-
lan was also calculated. The median number of foster home
placements which the child had was 2.66 homes.

Since the Fels Parent Behaviour Rating Scales were

to be used, it was of interest to calculate the length of
time which the children had been in thelr last foster homes.

The Fels Scales were rated for only forty of the

subjects. Four wards were not rated; they were self-
supporting and were living in rooming houses rather than
in bona fides foster homes. Of the forty subjects, the
mean number of years in their last foster home was 7.35
years.8 The standard deviation was 4.94,

Five children had had temporary institutional place-
ments while in care. The institutions in which these sub-
Jects had been placed were predominately residences, in
some instances, especially geared for the care and

rehabilitation of mentally retarded young men or women.

7See Appendix 1, Table XXXVIII for frequency distribution.

8 .
See Appendix 1, Table XXXIX for frequency distribution.



THE STUDY POPULATION 76

They included Lorimer Lodge, Ingles House, The Worklng
Boys'! Home, the Salvation Army Girls' Recelving Home, the
Salvation Army Children's Home, and Ross Cottage.9

An Agency-run institution was more frequently
used for brief periods of care and observation, usually
prior to re-placement in a new foster home., MNineteen sub-
jects had been placed in this Shelter while awaiting foster
home placement. The median number of months spent in the

Shelter was 2.1 mon’chs.10

The range was from less than
half a month to twelve months. Two subJects lived at the
Shelter for several months one winter while they were
attending a Jjunior vocational school. They were not placed
in a foster home in the city during this period because

of the strong ties which they had with their foster families

1living in the country.
Summary

In surveying the primary identifying character-

istics of the study population, consisting of {orty-four

9¥or a description of the st 'ructure and function
of Ross Cottage see: E. P. Lewis and A. Mildred Jeffrey,
"Ross Cottage--A Special Foster Home," American Journal of
Mental Deficiency, Vol. 49, No. 3, January 1945, p. 3((-382.

10g¢e Appendix 1, p. 233 for frequency distribution.
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subjects, 1t was noted that the average age was fifteen
years and two months. The range was from twelve to nine-
teen years. Twenty-nine of the subjects were attending
school while the remaining fifteen were gainfully employed
and financially maintaining themselves. The various reasons
were examined why the children were made wards; these
findings were presented in tabular form. Forty-one per
cent of the subjects had been apprehended and taken into
care because of parental neglect. Fifty-nine per cent

of the children were admitted to care on the request of
their parents because of their inability to look after
them adequately.

The average age at admittance to care was five
years and five months, The subjects had spent a mean of
ten years in care during which time they had had an average
of three foster homes. The forty subjects who were rated

on the Fels Scales had spent a mean of seven years and four

months in their last foster homes. The agency-run Shelter
was used for temporary care of nineteen of the subjects
between foster home placements,

The family backgrounds of most of these children
were scarred by emotional insecurity and financial instabil-
ity. Mental retardation and limited schooling were almost

universal characteristics of the parents. Sixty-five per



THE STUDY rOPULATICN 78

cent of the parents were employed in unskllled or semi-
skilled jobs. In the immediate family backgrounds there
was a sprinkling of instances of both mental 1llness and
incarcerations. Forty-three per cent of the subjects had
been born out of wedlock, and so from the first moment

of life were deprived of the limited security which even
the very marginal family units had offered the other

subjects.



CHAPTER IV

ANALYSIS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL DATa

The analysis of the data in this study is divided
into three sections. First, in this chapter, there 1is
the study of the relationship and association between the
data collected from the paychological tests and rating
scales. Secondly, the analysis of data collected from
the detailed examination ¢of the case records is presented
in the next chapter. Thirdly, both sets of data are com-
pared for assoclations between the findings of the psych-
ological tests and the adjustment ratings which are derived
from the case record material. Chapter VI contains this
third section, the integrative analysis.

This chapter is devoted to the first of these
three sections. It-investigates the extent of the relation-
ship between intelligence, social maturity, and the subjects!?
self-assessment of mental health. The ratings from the

Fels Scales are processed and reduced by cluster analysis

to five major constellations of scales. The associations
are then studied among intelligence, social maturity, the

Mental Health analysis scores, and the dynamics of the

foster parent-child relationship which are revealed by

these clusters.
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1. Relationship Among the Psychome tric Scores

The first step in analyzing the data collected was
to ascertain whether any relationship existed between the
three scorss obtained from the psychological tests--the

Standord-Binet, the Vineland Scale, and the Mental Health

Analysis.
The mean of the intelligence quotients received

by the forty-four subjects on the Stanford-Binet was

75.86 with a standard deviation of 3.26 and a range of
seventy to eighty.l The mean of the social quotients

received by These same subjects on the Vineland Scale of

Social Maturity was 88.48 with a standard deviation of

10.39.2 Unlike the ten point intelligence quotient range,
the range of social quotients ran all the way from sixty-
seven to one hundred and eleven., Many of the subjects were
within the normal limifs of social maturity although of
borderline mental ability. A similar discrepancy between
mean intelligence quotients and mean social quotients had

been previously noted for three other study groups of

1
See Appendix 1, Table XLI for frequency distribution.

2See Appendix 1, Table XLII for frequency dis-
tribution,
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adolescents of borderline ability.3

This breadth of variation of social competency
substantiated empirically the soclal workers impressions
that although the range of mental ability was very narrow
for these subjects their variation in social maturity was
considerably greater., The present study had been focused
upon investigating, first of all, if a greater variation
in social competency actually existed., Secondly, if this
variation did exist, could a descriptive study focused
upon the developmental histories of these children portray
the type of environmental situation and foster parent-
child relationship which might be associated with this
acceleration of social competency.

The frequency distribution of the scores obtained

by the forty-four subjects on the Mental Health Analysis

inventory did not resemble a normal curve. The line graph
in Figure 1_;11ustrated the bimodal nature of this dis-
tribut{6n° The iﬁventory scores dichotomized the study
population. Approximately two-thirds of the subjects saw
themselves as weli off in terms of mental health, while
the remaining third believed themselves to have impaired

mental health. As a result, the Mental Health Analysis

3providence K. Gambaro, ™Analysis of Vineland

Social Maturity Scale," American Journal of Mental Deficiency,
Vol. 48, No, 4, April 1900, D1, 360,
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Figure 1, ~ Frequencg Distribution of the Scores Received on
the Mgniaf_ﬂbalih_Annggig y the Forty-~four Study Population Sub jects.
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distribution was employed statistically as a dichotomized
variable when studying the relationship which might exist
between the inventory scores, intelligence, and soclal
quotients.

The question was raised whether the subjects who
received higher intelligence quotients were also the subjects
who received higher social quotients. The product moment
coefficient of correlation between high social quotients
and high intelligence quotients was calculated by the
following formula: .

- é’é’—g —CxCy

Sx %

r

A coefficient of .038 * ,015 was found. This coefficient,
of course, was not found to be significant when compared
with the table of levels of significance for correlation
coefficients. It was concluded that the difference within
the ten intelligence quotlent point range of the borderline
category did not bear any significant relationship to var-
iations of social quotients in the present study of forty-
four adolescents.

The next question raised was whether the subjects
who tended to recelve high borderline intelligence quotients
also rated themselves as better off on the self-administer-

ing Mental Health Analysis. It was thought worthwhile,
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when studying a group with subnormal Intelligence, to exam-
ine whether even a slight increase in ability, and presumably
concomitant ability to handle one's environment, would
be related to one's sell-assessment of adjustment.

The array of intelligence quotients became the

quantitative variable while the Mental Health Analysis

scores were employed as the dichotomized variable in the
computation of the bi-serial coefficient of correlation
which was computed from the following formula:
- Pqp"hqq P4
n =—2—3 x

bis G z
The resultant coefficient of .138 ¥ .115 was not found to
be significant; the critical ratio was 1.2. It was concluded
that there was no significant relationship for this study

population between high borderline ability and high Mental

Health Analysis scores.

The third question of relationship appeared, perhaps,
the most interesting. It inquired whether the subjects
who were functioning at a socially more competent level
saw themselves as being better off in terms of social
adjustment and general mental health. A bi-serial correl-
ation was computed using the distribution of social quotients

as the quantitative variable and the Mental Health scores

as the dichotomized variable. A bi-serial coeflicient of
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correlation of .186 ¥ ,188 was derived with a critical
ratio . of .989, This coefficient was not significant. It
was concluded, then, that the subjects who were being rated

on the Vineland Scale as more soclally mature did not rate

themselves as better off in terms of assets and liabilities
of mental health.
Since these three sets of scores, intelligence and

social quotients, and Mental Health Analysis scores, were

not significantly related to each other, it was next question-

ed whether there might be an association between them and ob-

servable characteristics of the foster parent-child relationship.
Before the psychometric scores could be compared

with the ratings on the Fels Scales, these twelve hundred

ratings had to be processed and reduced. an alternative

method would have been to compare the scores with each of

the thirty Fels Scales. Guided by the handling of the Fels
Scales in previous studies,u it was decided than an attempt
would be made to reduce the thirty scales to a few groups

or clusters of inter-related scales.

2. Processing of the Fels Scales,

4Aa L, Baldwin, J. Kalhorn, and F. H. Breese,
"Patterns of Parent Behavior," Psychological Monographs,
General and Applied, Vol. 58, No. 3, 1945, 75 p.

________ ; "The Appraisal of Parent Behavior,"
Psychological Monographs, General and Applied, Vol. 63,
No. &, 1949,755 . —————
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The processing of the Fels Scales did not stop

with the transfer of data to the profile charts. Now that

the ratings of the children could be compared with each

other, it was decided to investigate the relationships

which might exist between the variables. FEach scale was
thought to register a facet of the foster parent-child
relationship. One principal reaction pattern, however,

might have several facets. Consequently, selected facets

were compounded by combining inter-related scales to form
clusters., These clusters identified the major dynamics of the

inter-personal relationship evaluated with the Fels Scales.

The statistical method of cluster analysis was
employed for the reduction of the thirty scales. This
teachnlique was a modification of syndrome analysis devised
by R. N. Sanford and his colleagues.5 Cluster analysis
had previously been used successfully as a method of hand-
ling the Fels Scales in sbtudying patterns of parental behaviour.t
Factor analysis might have been used. It was believed,
however, that cluster analysis was better adapted to an

analysis of thils type of data, The primary value was that

5Sanforde R. N., et al., "Physique, Personality,
and Scholarship,’ Monographs of the Society for Research
in Child Development, Vol. o, No, 34, Washington, National
Researcn Council, 1943, 705 p.

6

A, L. Baldwin et al., op. cit.
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this method allowed a flexibility of interpretation, yet
at the same time the findings had an objective foundation.
In brief, cluster analysis was simply a technique
for selecting constellations of related variables from a
table of inter-correlations. A cluster was defined as a
group of variables which were closely related to each other.
The scales comprising a cluster were thought to measure
some common aspect of parent behaviour.
Although certain clusters had been identified at
the Fels Institute,’ it was decided that the findings from
the present projectis round of ratings would be analysed
to discover what constellations would emerge when the
scales were used in a foster home setting. Each one of
the thirty scales in the battery was correlated with the
remaining twenty-nine scales. There were forty observations
on each one of these thirty types of scales. a total of
435 product moment coefficients of correlation were com-
puted. These coefficients which were presented in Table VII

were obtained from the following formula:

- NEXY-EX ¥£Y
VINex®= €y IINeY- Y]

r

7A. L. Baldwin, J. Kalhorn, and F. H, Breese,
"patterns of Parent Behavior," Psychological Monographs,
General and Applied, Vol. 58, No. 3, 1945, 75 p.
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It was noted that the correlation coefficients which were
found from the present ratings were simllar to those reported
by the Fels Institute, although somewhat lower in degree,8
It was felt that higher coefficients might have been obtained
had the study population been larger,

The next step was to ascertain how low a coefficient
could be in value, and still be significant. In the Fels
study,9 they considered .40 as a minmum inter-correlation
when constructing their clusters. When the reliability
of the coefficients of correlation was tested agailnst the
null hypothesis it was found that a coefficient of .40
was significant at the .02 level. Since it was customary
to regard a correlation coefficient as worthy of confidence
if it were at least four times its probable error, the
probable error of a coefficient of .40 was calculated.

It was found that the probable error of a coefficlent of
.40 was ,09 when the number of cases was forty. Hence,
reinforcement was given to .the confidence which could be
placed in coefficients as low as .40.

From the inter-correlations of Table VII, a note was
made of all coefficilents of * .40 or greater., . list was

compiled of these inter-correlations. This 1llst was the

BIbido, p. 12-130

9Ivid., p. 11,
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working basis from which various scales were arranged to
form clusters. Five clusters emerged from the data. The
mean of these coefficients was compulited after the distribu-
tion of the coefficients was normalized by transforming the
coefficients to z values. The mean coefficient of correlation
was, then, found to be .61 with a standard deviation of .14,
The five clusters which emerged consisted of thirty
scales. Sixteen scales appeared in only one cluster; seven
were encorporated in two clusters. In the judicious combining
of scales into clusters the policy was followed of as little
duplication as possible. In seven instances it was felt that
the inclusion of a scale in two clusters gave different com-
plexions to the two different clusters. One of the prime
assets of cluster analysis was this partial freedom of man-
ipulation of the scales in forming constellations. A similar
duplication of a few component variables’was to be found in
the clusters which the Fels Institute had identified.
Three degrees were recorded for each of the five
clusters as had been done in the Fels Institute studies.
To be rated high on any cluster, the parental relationship
would have to be rated above the mean on all, or all but one
of the scales comprising the cluster. Similarly, to be
rated low, the home would have to be rated below the mean
on all, or all but one of the component scales. A middle

ratcing implied that the scores fluctuated around the
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Table VIII, - Classlification of Forty Foster parent-
child Relatlonships on the Five Clusters of the Fels Scales.

Numbers of

Distribution

Cluster Component Scales Cluster Rating of subjects
Acceptance- %.91,86.1, T2, éccep&ing %g
asua
Rejection .1, 6.3, O. Rajeeting 13
Total 40
Democratic- 1.1, 3.14, 3,15, Democratic formu-
Autocratic 8.16, 5.2, 6.1, lation of policies 14
o1 Mixed 15
Autocratic 11
Total Lo
Effective- 1.1, 1.5, 3.17, Effective policy 14
ness of 3.1é, 5.2, G.2 Partial effectiveness 14
Regulation Disciplinary problems 12
Policy Total Lo
Laxity- 2,11, 3.11, 3.12, Controlling 7
Restraint 3.13, 3.22 Moderate 18
Lax 15
Total Lo
Indulgence- 1.91, 2.11, 4.1, Over-protective 14
Nonchalance 4.2, 7.1, T.2 . Moderate 20
Nonchalant 6
Total Lo
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means with some scores above and others below. The distribu-

tion of the forty subjects rated by the Fels Scales on each

of the three degrees of the five clusters was illustrated

by Table VIII.

3. Five Clusters of Fels Scales.

Figures three to seven illustrated graphically the
five clusters which were identified., The inter-connecting
lines represented inter-correlations among the scales

comprising the clusters.

Cluster One.-- The first cluster consisted of
six scales as 1llustrated in Figure 2. This cluster gauged
the amount of warmth and acceptance evidenced in the foster
parent-child relationship. All observable evidence was
considered which in any way impinged upon the child as accept-
ance or rejection, no matter how subtle, vague, or indirect.
It was not necessarily the foster parents' true feeling, but
their expressed attitudes, as a functioning entity in the
child'!'s environment which were rated.

High ratings on the scales comprising this cluster
relected a warm, expressive, personal affection which the
foster parents had for the chlld including him in the family's
inner circle of loyalty and devotion. The child was an in-
timate and inseparable partner. He was included in such

things as family councils, Trips even when it was difficult
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or represented considerable sacrifice, The child, indeed, was
considered a "charter member® of the family. The tempo of

the household took into consideration the childis limitations.
The foster parents showed a deep understanding of the child's

abilities, needs, points of view. They saw subtleties of the

child!'s motivation, and manifested an accurate appreciation

of the child's interests and degree of maturity.

The psychological relationship was marked by a close
rapport between the foster parents and the child. There was
mutual understanding, sympathy, confidence, and a sharing of
aspirations, intimate thoughts, and feelings. The foster
parent-child relationship was also characterized by the will-
ingness of the adults to satisfy the child's curiosity and to
stimulate his natural inquisitiveness with willing explanations.

In contrast, low ratings on this first cluster repre-
sented rejecting foster parents who resented the child's
bid for a place in their primary area of devotion., Exclusion
of the child was so frequent that, to the child, the attitude
of rejection seemed to predominate even though the parents
might have taken acceptance for granted. 4although open reject-
ion of the child might not be present, the foster parentsi
predominant tendency was to avoid, repulse, and exclude the
child. The child, as a result, was made to feel unwanted and
unacceptable, In these cases there appeared to be a prefunc-

tory relationship maintained by a forced interest. There
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was little sharing of confldences and asplrations between
the child and the foster parents.

?here was a marked fallure to appreciate the child:s
limitations aﬂé capacities and an 1lnability to meet the child
on his own level. The household was organized around the
interests andqcapabilities of other members. The child's
curiosity was thwarted by the foster parents practice of
discouraging questions with replies such as "I'm too busy,"
or "“you‘re too young to know,'

Mixed ratings on the scales forming this cluster in-
dicated a more casual relationship between the foster parents
and child. While these foster parents were not rejecting
they were less demonstrative in conveying their acceptance
and affection for the child. As Tab%e VIII indicated, four-
teen of the forty foster parent-child relationships evaluated
were classified as warm and accepting, fifteen as casual,

and eleven as rejecting.

Cluster Two.-- The second cluster, portrayed by
Figure 3, was a difficult one for which to find a name, It
was finally labelled Democratic or autocratic Formulation of
Regulation Policy. Foster parents who receilved high ratings
on this cluster gave the child a voice in determining what
standard of conduct he would try to emulate. The foster
parents, in fact, frequently endured much inconvenience in

giving the child a role in the policy-forming process, The



PSYCHOLOGICAL DATA 96

Democracy
3.15 of Policy

Readiness of
Explanation

1 Under-
8 standing
Dxreﬁ}xon 59
Criticism
346 Clarity
of Policy
Justif- %j4
ication
i.| Adjustment
of Home

Figure 3. ~ Degree of Inter-relationship of
the Fels Scales Constituting Cluster Two, Democratic-
Autocratic Formulation of Regulation Policy.



PSYCHOLOGICAL DATA 97

foster parents went out of thelr way to show the child the
practical reasons behind requlrements and suggestions, even
when the very task of explanation was difficult.

These foster parents had an accurate and astute
appreciation of the child!s degree of maturity. They had a
good working understanding of the retarded child's limitations
and his special needs. They tried to put all discipline on
a logical basis, yet, rules were explained so that the child
would be able to know what was expected of him and what
would happen if he failed to conform.

When the ratings on this cluster were high, the direc-
tion of the foster parents! critical reaction to the child's
behaviour tended to take the form of praise, approval and
acclaim. There was warm, unambiguous praise and commendation
toward even rather ordinary behaviour. The foster parentst
emphasis was definitely upon support and approval of the childis
behaviour. Most disapproval was ‘sugar-coated" with simul-
taneous acclaim., It was summed up that the general atmosphere
in this type of home was characterized by satisfaction, sta-
bility, achievement, and happy adjustment.

In contrast, low ratings on this second cluster were
representative of foster parents who set rules of expected
behaviour in an arbitrary and autocratic manner, They in-

frequently consulted the child and did not take into account

his wishes when setting up regulations., Discipline was also
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handled in a very arbitrary fashlon. There was little
justification of the rules. The foster parents' standards
tended to be so vague or fluctuating that the child had little
chance of adjusting., He never knew what to expect. Criticism,
which might be verbal, gestural, faclal expression or tone

of voice, tended towards disapproval and blame rather than
support and acclaim, Criticism was frequently not expressed
directly to the child but subtly between adults but within

the child's range of hearing. The foster parents tended to
ignore or belittle praiseworthy behaviour, picking out minor
details to criticise disproportionately. The general home
atmosphere for the child was one of thwarting, unpleasantness,
repression, and insecurity. As was indicated in Table VIII,
eleven of the forty foster homes were classified in this

category 'representing an autocratic formulation of policies.

Cluster Three.-- The third cluster, the effectiveness
of regulation.policy, included six scales which were related
to each other both positively and negatively, as shown in
Figure 4., The scales comprising this cluster rated the degree
to which the childis conduct met the standards set by the fos-
ter parents. High ratings meant that the child conducted
himself in accord with the parents! standards; the foster
parents! policy achleved its goal, Disciplinary conflict

was exceedingly rare, Either the child conformed docily, or
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the foster parents tranquilly permitted lapses. The foster
parents! behaviour infrequently showed any sign of disor-
ganization of policy owilng to uncontrolled emotional responses
to the child'!'s behaviour. The inter-personal relations in
the household which rated high on this cluster were typically
harmonious, friendly, and agreeable.

Low ratings represented continual disciplinary problems,
The child's overt behaviour was entirely at odds with the
standards implied in policies of the parents. The relation-
ship between the parents and the child was characterized by
continuous wrangling, resistance, and rebellion in regard
to the child's conduct. The foster parents' reaction to the
2hildis immature behaviour was highly emotional resulting in
irrational distortion of policy. Their feelings predominated
over an objective rational approach. These foster parents
were constantly giving vent to unbridled emotion in reaction
to the child!s conduct. The general home atmosphere was
marked by unpleasant discord, quarreling, and complaining.
Twelve of the forty subjects were classified in this category

of low ratings on Cluster Three,

Cluster Four.-~- The fourth cluster, consisting of
five variables, was concerned with the amount of restraint
which the foster parents placed upon the child by rules and

penalties. Low ratings on the scales in this cluster meant
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that the child had a large measure of freedom, yet still
conformed to the foster parents! standards., The children,
however, were expected in most cases to conform to only a few
basis standards. The foster parents endured considerable
annoyance rather than unduly restricting the child's freedom,
There was a noted tendency to avoid coercion whenever possible.
The laxity of these foster parents was evident in their dis-
recard of obvious misbehaviour. They enflorced regulations
bniy‘whéh pressed by the strongest motives or the severest
circumstances. Their penalties were characteristically mild.
Often they seemed too mild to have much motivating power.

High ratings on this cluster represented the other
extreme. The standards for the childt!s conduct set by the
foster parents were minutely restrictive beyond reasonable
interpretation of eitger the childis welfare or the family's
convenience. Their requirgments of the child seemed unneces-
sarily abugdépt and exacting. Efforts to control the child
took the form of peremptory orders to be obeyed at once, even
in trivial matters. In attempting to meet these standards
of expected behaviour, the child was highly circumscribed
in his behaviour,

Also related to high ratings on this cluster was the
tendency for the foster parents to be eternally vigilant to
enforce the standards of conduct set up for the child. Rules

were enforced strictly whenever violations came to the foster
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parents! attention. In a few instances the foster parents
often "pounced" before lapses occurred. The severe penalties
frequently stimulated deep personal resentment on the part

of the children. Figure 5 represented Cluster Four.

Cluster Five.-- The fifth cluster, that of indulgence
and nonchaiance, was represented schematically by Figure 0.
Although the degree of inter-relationship among the variables
of this cluster was less than in the other four clusters,
there was considered enough of a nucleus for it to be form-
ulated as a minor cluater. Scale number 7.1 was included
although it was related to only one other scale at the .02
1;ve1 of confidence, However, this scale was related to three
other scales at the .05 level.

The fifth cluster represented a broad variable includ-
ing protection from physical} material, emotional, mental,
and social hazards. A high rating portrayed over-protective
foster parents_who tended to keep the child unnecessarily
sheltered and prevented difficulties from reaching him.
They insisted on helping the child in situations where he was
quite capable. They seldom let him struggle unsuccessfully.
The foster parents tended to display over-convern for the
child'!'s well-being and were readlly excited to overt anxiety
out of proportion to the situation.

Low ratings on this cluster indicated bhat the foster
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parents tended to expose the child to dangers, perplexities,
and difficulties. They withheld aid even in major difficul-
ties and often refused aid when requested. These foster

parents were detached and nonchalant. Their lack of concern

often gave the appearance of sheer neglectfulness.

L, Associlation Between Psychometric Scores

and the Fels Clusters,

After the Fels Scales were reduced to five

clusters the study of association of the psychometric find-
ings with foster parent-child dynamics was resumed.

The question to be answered was whether the observed
types of foster parent-child relationships were significantly

associated with high or low Mental Health Analysis scores,

and fluctuations of the intelligence and social quotients,
The term 'significantly associated” meant that a
dependency between two conditions existed which could not
be attributed to a chance association. Although the study
population was not a sample but a finite universe, tests of
significance derived from sampling theory were employed,
The rationale for thelr use was obtained from the theory of

sampling from a hypothetical universe,.

Sampling from a Hypothetical Universe,-- The concept

of sampling from a hypothetical universe is a purely logical
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construct.10 It is utilized in order to be able to use as

a standard the amount of variation owing to chance factors
expected in statistics of random samples, The magnitude of
variation between characteristics of the study population's
finite universe was evaluated against this standard. The

study of association between the test scores and the Fels
Scales might have been done by descriptive statistics. In this
case, one would have stated that observed frequencies of high

or low Mental Health scores cross-classified with the range

of social and intelligence quotients. By being able to

study contingency and to test the significance of differ-
ences between means, a less clumbersome method of description
and evaluation of variation was possible. In order to use
these tests of significance, however, it was necessary, in
the back of one's mind, to consider the finite study universe
as a sample drawn from a much larger hypothetical superuniverse,
from which the study'!s universe was considered to be a random
sample, Instead of analysing the observed data of a finite
universe by methods of descriptive statistics, then, the
methods of inductive statistics were employed to assess the

significance of the assoclatlon between the data.

10Margaret Jarman Hagood and Daniel O, Price, Statistics

for Sociologists, New York, Holt, 1952, x11-575, cf. p. 286-
294,
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Assoclation Between Mental Health Scores and the

Fels Ratings.-- In order to facilitate the tabulation and
multiple cross-classification of scores on the psychologilcal
tests and the ratings on the Fels clusters, these data were
coded and transferred to McBee Keysort punch cards. The

use of punch cards, unlike tally sheets, preserved the
identity of each subject's case number, thus permitting

the opportunity to refer back to specific subJjects included
in any tabulation group. This advantage was later utilized
when working on the case analyses.

The assocliation between Mental Health Analysis

scores and ratings on the Fels clusters was studied when

thé Qaéa were transferred to five 2 x 3 contingency tables.
Sincé the inventories! distribution was bimodal, this
inherent dichotomy of the scores permitted them to be handled
as ;ttributes instead of as variables., The forty-four

scores were divided into twenty-eight high Mental Health

Analysis scores and sixteen low Mental Health scores.
These scores were cross-classified with each of the five
Fels clusters. Since each cluster had three mutually ex-
clusive degrees these also were considered as attributes.
Cross-classification of the data on contingency tables,

as lllustrated in Table 4, enabled chil square values to
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Table IX, - Cross-classification of the Mental
Health Analysis Scores with the Fels Cluster Ratings To
Study Contingency.

Fels Mental Health Analysis

Cluster we High- P
Ratings fog TeC TOU T.° ')f

Acceptance-rejectance

Accepting 5.6 12 8.4

Casual 6 6 9 9

Rejecting 8 4, 3 6.6 8.82 (.02
Democratic-autocratic

Democratic formu-

lation of policy 1 5.6 13 8.4

Mixed 10 6 5 9

Autocratic 5 4,4 6.6 11.49 (.01
Effectiveness of
Regulation Policy

Effective 4 5.6 10 8.4

Partial effectiveness 5 5.2 8 7.8
Disciplinary problems 7 5.2 7.8 1.81 ).30
Laxity-restraint .

Lax 6 6.4 10 9.6
Inconsistent 6 6.8 11 10.2

Controlling 4 2.8 3 4,2 1.13 ).50
Indulgence-nonchalance

Indulgent 3 6 12 9

Mixed 9 7.6 10 11.4 .10
Nonchalant L 2.4 2 3.6 4,71 ).05

aMental Health Analysis percentile scores of
thirty and lower,

bobgerved cell frequencies.

cExpected cell frequencies.,
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be computed using the following formula:
X2 =€ (55 - 5
Ye
when fo = observed cell frequencies
fe = expected cell frequencies

A significant assoclation was found between high

Mental Health Analysis scores and subjects who were living

with warm and accepting foster parents. The chi squaﬂ%
value of 8.82 was found, at two degrees of freedom, to be
significant at less than the .02 level. A probability of
less than .02 was interpreted as meaning that if the ééta
cross-classified were obtained in a random sample, the
probability of observing a difference this great or greater

between high Mental Health Analysis scores and warm agd

accepting foster parents, due to chance alone, would be
less than twice in one hundred samples drawn. It was con-

cluded, then, that high Mental Health Analysis scores

were associated with the teenagers living in warm and:accept—
ing foster homes, while there was a dependency betweerd low
scores and subjects living with rejecting foster parents.

A significant assoclation was not to be interpreted
as meaning that a cause-effect relationship existed between

two conditions. The term "association" meant merely that
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two conditions were found to be present at the same time.
It was not just a chance happening which was apt to dis-
appear 1f another sample were to be selected and studied.

A significant association was also found between

high Mental Health scores and subjects who were living

with foster parents who formulated regulation policy in a
democratic manner giving the adolescents a voice in the
making of the rules which were To regulate their behaviour
and conduct. A chi square value of 11.49 was found. This
value was significant at the .01 level., Interpretation

of this finding meant that the association observed between

high Mental Health Analysis scores and the democratic

formulation of policy would occur due only to chance, once
in a drawing of one hundred samples. It was concluded,
therefore, that there was a significant dependency between

high Mental Health scores and the democratic formulation

of policy. The concomitant dependency was noted between

low Mental Health scores and the autocratic formulation

of policy by the foster parents.

It was particularly interesting to note this
association, especially since Morrls had commented that
"most rights of retarded children as human beings are

confiscated and they are deprived of the respect and mastery
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of their own simple wishes."10 She continued, "There are
few around them who are aware of their sensitivity to their
handicap, as well as their unlimited capacity for all human
feelings.” Highly relative to Morris's claim, was this
findings that there was indeed a significant association

between high Mental Health Analysis scores and the pres-

ervation of the right of the retarded child to express
his opinions concerning rules and regulations.

No significant association was found between Mental
Health scores and ratings on the remaining three of the
five Fels clusters. It was noted, however, that a probabil-
ity of less than .10 but more than .05 was obtained when
the inventory scores were cross-classified with the ratings
on the indulgence-nonchalance cluster. There appeared
to be an association between high inventory scores and in-
dulgent foster parents and low scores and nonchalant foster
parents. This association fell just below the .05 cut-off
level of significance,

No significant assoclation was found between the
Mental Health scores and the restraint or laxity of the
foster parents., Similarly there was no association between

low séores_and the presence of continual disciplinary

11Elise F. Morris, Casework Training Needs for
Counselling Parents of the Retarded, american Journal of
Mental Deficiency, Vol. 59, No. 3, January 1955, 9. 513.
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problems. The dichotomy of inventory scores was quite
independent of the effectiveness of the foster parents!
regulation policy, although the scores were associated
at a highly significant level to the manner by which this

policy was formulated.

Association Between Social Quotients and Fels
Ratings.-- In examining the arrays of data before com-
putations began, it was noted that there appeared to be a
difference on some of the Fels clusters between the magni-
tude of the social quotients of the subjects who were self-
supporting and those who were still attending school and
totally dependent upon their foster parents and the Children's
Aid and Infants! Homes of Toronto, In order to ascertain
whether these two groups were to be handled separately, it
was necessary to find out whether the difference between
the social quotients was significant. The means of the
social quotients of each group were computed as recorded
in Table X. The standard error of the difference between

means was calculated by the formula:

6},-22 i} \/(zx%N‘:@}% )( ’Nﬁ_NNz_)
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The critical ratio or t was found as follows:
t = X, =Xz
= A
Gi‘_x

2

The difference between the mean social quotients
of the dependent and the self-supporting subjects was not
significant at the .05 level. It was noteworthy, however,
that it fell just below but, figuratively, within the shadow
of this level. Had the study population been larger a
significant difference might have beeﬁ noted at the .05 level.

In testing for significance of differences between
mean social quotients and the Fels ratings, three sets of
comparisons were made, The first type of comparison was
between the mean social quotients of the subjects comprising
eacﬁ of the groups on the Fels cluster ratings compared
with the mean socilal quotients of the total group. The
second type sepafated the self-supporting and the dependent
subjects and, then, compared the mean social quotients of
each group of subjects on each of the Fels ratings with the
mean social quotients of the total group., The third type
compared the mean soclal quotients of the dependent subjects
with those of the self-supporting subjects on each of the
Fels ratings. An alternative method of analysis might have

been a study of the analysis of variance.
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Table X, - Significance of Differences Between
the Mean Socilal Quotients for Subjects Who Were Self-
supporting and Those Who Were Dependent.

Differ- Level of
Mean ence t Signifi-
Status S. Q. sigma Between . ? Value cance
Means Ox:X,
Self
support-
ing 92.27 8.30
5.75 3.12 1.84 (.10).05
Depen-
dent 86.52 10.83

astandard error of the difference between means.
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In the flrst type of comparlison, the mean social
quotients of the subjects on each of the Tifteen ratings
of the Fels clusters was compared with the mean social
quotients for the total group. By this type of comparison,
one sought, for example, to find out if the subjects living
with rejecting foster parents tended to get lower social
quotients than the subjects who were not living with reject-
ing foster parents.

In computing the difference between the mean of
a subgroup compared with the mean of a total group which
contained that subgroup, cognizance was taken of Dr.
llclMlemaris belief that an allowance should be made for the
fact that the two means in a finite universe situation
were not based on independent groups,l2 The standard
error of the mean of the subgroup was derived from the follow-

ing formula:

(IR = __SEEE__ \// L PJS
“s VN T

The significance of the deviation of Ms, mean of the subgroup,

from Mg, mean of the total group, was tested by the critical

Ms — Me
G’MS

ratlio:

1?92., @uinn McNemar, Psychological Statistics,
New York, Wiley, 1949, p. 87-885,
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Of the fifteen comparisons of the first type, none
was significant at the .05 level. Three were just below
this level of significance and were recorded in Table XI.
It was noted that the social quotients tended to be low
for subjects who were living with foster parents who were
rejecting and nonchalant in their attitudes toward the
teenagers. Low social quotients were also associated with
foster parents who were inconsistent in their manner of
formulating regulations for the subjects. It must be
remembered that these associations were of only marginal
significance. That is to say, that in almost ten times
out of a drawing of one hundred samples, the association
vwhich was found would result from chance variations in
sampling.

The second type of comparison separated the self-
supporting from the dependent subjects. Even though the
nrobability, as shown in Table X, was between the .10
and the .05 level of significance, 1t was thought worthwhile
to investigate the possibility of some significant differ-
ences appearing between the mean soclal quotients received
by either the dependent or the self-supporting subjects
when compared with the mean social quotient for the total
group.

No significant difference was noted when comparing

the mean social guotients of the self-supporting subjects
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Table XI, - Differences of Borderline Significance
Between Subgroup Means of Social Quotilients of the Subjects
Classified by the Fels Cluster Ratings and the Mean Social
Quotient for the Total Group.

Parent Differ-

Chilad Mean Sigma ence a t Level of
Relation- S. Q. &mn Between g Value Signifi-
ship Means Mg cance

Total group 88.48 10.39

5.39 2,71 1.99 (.10).05
Rejecting 83.09 11.77

Total group 88.48 10.39

7.15 3.94 1,81 {(.10).05
Nonchalant 81.33 11.59

Total group 88.48 10,39
Inconsistent 4,28 2.17 1.97 {.10).05

forrmalation
of rules 84,20 10.11

astandard error of the mean of the subgroup.
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on each of the Fels cluster ratings with the mean social
gquotient for the total group. However, four significant
differences were found, as shown in Table XII, when the mean
social quotients of the dependent subjects weré compared

with the mean social quotient for the total study population.
Significantly lowered social quotients were observed for
dependent subjects when they were living with foster parents
who were not accepting of the limitations of the child of
borderline ability. These were the foster parents who in
refusing to accept the child's limitations were unable

to meet the child on the child's own level, Here, the
household was organized around the interests and capabilities
of other members. These foster parents subtly showed their
resentment for the child's bid for a place in their primary
area of devotion, The child as a result was made to feel

not only unacceptable but also unwanted.

‘The gecond association was between lowered social
quotients for dependent subjects and a nonchalant and
detached attitude of their foster parents. These foster
parents appeared disinterested in guiding the retarded
child with his day-to-day problems. They let the children
try to figure out their own solutions in difficult situations.
Their withholding of aild, even when requested by the child,

made them appear neglectful.
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Table XII. - Significant Differences Between the
Means of Social Quotients for Dependent Subjects Classifiled
by the Fels Cluster Ratings Compared with the Mean Social
Quotient for the Total Study Population.

Parent- Differ- Level of
child Mean Sioma ence a € Signifi-
Relationship S. Q. en Between (; Value cance
Means S
Total Group 88.48 10.39
16.08 3.99 4,03 (.00l
Rejecting 72.40 5.93
Total Group 88.48 10.39
18.15 5.78 3.14 (.01
Nonchalant 70.33 2.49
Total grou 88.48 10.39
group 16.82 2.89 5.82 £.001
Controlling 71.66 4,09
Total group 88.48 10.39
Inconsistent 6.58 2.89 2.271 (.05
formulation
of rules 81.90 10.30

2gtandard error of the mean of the subgroup.
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In the third instance, significantly lowered social
quotients were observed for dependent subjJects when they
were living with foster parents who were neither consistently
democratic nor autocratic in their methods of setting
rules. These foster parents sometimes gave the child a
voice in saying what the standards governing his conduct
were to be. At other times, they made rules and set
penalties in an arbitrary fashion without consulting the
child and frequently without taking into account the child!s
intellectual limitations. Some rules might expect too much
from the child, other rules too little. It appeared that
if the rules were consistently handed down from the foster
parents to the child in an authoritarian fashion, no lowering
of social quotients was noticed. If, on the other hand,
the foster parents always gave the child a role in the
process of making rules, a stage to the ultimate of self-
regulation, no significant increase in social quotients was
noted either., In contrast, the lowering of the quotients
seemed to be associated with situations where the foster
parents were inconsistent to the extent that the children
were baffled and never knew what to expect and what standards
his conduct should meet.

The fourth and last situation in which significantly

lowered soclal quotients were noted was when dependent
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children were living with controlling foster parents. In
these foster homes the requirements and standards were
numerous and restrictive, In attempting to meet these
standards of expected behaviour, the child was highly
circumscribed in his behaviour, These foster parents were
very demanding of the child. They were eternally vigilant
to enforce standards set for the child. although they
devoted a great deal of effort to defining regulations

and requirements to control the child, and consequently
left him no alternative but to act in a socially responsible
manner, the child in their care stood out as rating sig-
nificantly lower in social competency. In contrast, the
child whose foster parents gave him a larger measure of
freedom encouraging self-regulation, tended to be more
socially mature.

In the third type of comparison, the dependent
subjects were separated from the self-supporting subjects
on each of the Fels cluster ratings. The mean social
quotients for each group on each rating were computed.
These means were compared., Three significant differences
in mean social quotients were found when the dependent and
the self-supporting subjects were compared. These three
differences were recorded in Table XIII.

1t was noted that dependent subjects received lower

social quotients than self-supporting teenagers when they



PSYCHOLOGICAL DATA 122

were living with rejecting, nonchalant, or controlling
foster parents., The rejecting foster parents in refusing
to accept the child's intellectual limitations made him

feel both unacceptable and unwanted. The nonchalant parents
frequently appeared disinterested in the child's well-
being, letting him struggle unsuccessfully with physical,
emotional, and social problems. The controlling foster
parents, on the other hand, enforced so many standards of
expected behaviour that the child was highly circumscribed
in his behaviour.

The association between social competency and the
nature of the foster parent-child relationship appeared
greater for teenagers who were financially dependent upon
the agency which placed them in their foster homes than
for the self-supporting subjects who paid their own room

and board to their foster families.

assoclilation Between Intelligence wuotients and
the Fels Ratings.-- The examination of association between
the magnitude of intelligence quotients and the subjects
classified on the Fels clusters was conducted in thie same
manner as for social quotients. Since an almost significant
difference was found to exist between the means of the
social quotients received by subjects who were self-supporting

in comparison to dependent subjects, a similar test was
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Table XIII. - Significant Differences Between the Mean
Social Quotients of Dependent Subjects Compared with Self-
supporting Subjects Classified by the Fels Cluster Ratings.

Parent Differ- Level of

child Mean ence t Signifi-
Status Relation- S. Q. Sigma Between Value cance

ship Means 0% -X

t 2

Dependent 72.40 5.93

Rejecting 19.60 4,46 4.39 (.01
Self-supporting 92.00 T.21
Dependent 70.33 2.49

Nonchalant 22.00 3.63 6.06 (.01
Self-supporting 92.33 4,49
Dependent 71.66 4,09

Controlling 21.09 6.08 3,47 (.02
Self-supporting 92.75 8.16

astandard error of the difference between means.
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made in terms of the intelligence quotients. It was found
that there was no significant difference between the mag-
nitude of the intelligence quotients received by the depen-
dent subjects in contrast to the self-supporting teenagers.
As a result, the two groups were treated as a whole. No
significant difference was found to exist between the

mean intelligence quotients between subgroups and the total
group or between subgroups. The .05 level of confidence

was used to determine significance.
Summary

This chapter dealt with the study of the relation-
ship and association between the data collected from the
psychological tests and the rating scales. The findings,
somewhat nude in their statistical expression, were to be
clothed in Chapters V and VI, which recorded and compared
the data from the analysis of the actual case histories.

There was found to be no relationship between fluct-
uations of the intelligence quotients of the subjects in
the study population and parallel fluctuations of either

social quotients or Mental Health Analysis scores. It was

noted that there was an intelligence quotient range of
only ten points, while the social quotient range was of
forty-four points. The soclal workers! impression that

some of these children had attained a normal degree of
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social competency for their age, despite borderline mental
ability, was supported by the findings of this study.

The analysis of the data was continued to ascertain
what types of foster parent relationshlps existed when the
social maturity of the children was retarded or accelerated.
By employing tests of significance, the differences were
studied between the means of social quotients for various
groups. Some foster parent-child dynamics were observed
to be associated with a lowering of the social competency
of the children.

The findings from this analyslis of data were
integrated by comparing fluctuations ot social cuob.encs,

intelligence quotients, and Mental Health seores in relation-

ship to the five Fels clusters. The magnitude of intelli-
gence quotients appeared not to be significantly influenced
by the dynamics of the foster parent-child relationship

measured by the Fels Parent Behaviour Rating Scales.

Fluctuatilons of social quotients and Mental Health Analysis

scores were significantly associated to variations in the
foster parent-child relationship.

When the foster parents were warm and affectionate
in their manner toward the adolescents and were accepting
in their attitudes, all the subjects tended to get high

Mental Health Analysis scores, That is to say, these
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subjects saw themselves as much better off in terms of
mental health and social adjustment. Conversely, all the
subjects tended to receive lower social quotients when
they were living with rejecting, nonchalant, and controlling
foster parents.

When the foster parents did not accept the child
with his mental limitations, all subjects received low

Mental Health scores, apparently if Tthe foster parents:!

attitude was one of depreciation of the child, the child's
opinion of himself reflected this disparagement. The strik-
ingly low social quotients for dependent subjects were
significantly associated with living with rejecting foster
parents. The subjects who were paying their own room and
board to their foster parents seemed more immune to parental
non-acceptance,

When the foster parents encouraged a democratic

formulation of regulations, high Mental Health Analysis

scores were noted for all subjects but there was no signifi-
cant increase in social competency. The adolescents felt
much better about having a say in what the rules governing
their conduct were to be; there was no companion acceleration
of social maturity. By way of contrast, the inconsistent
formulation of policy was assoclated wibh a lowering of
social quotients for dependent, in contrast to, self-

supporting subjects. When the foster parents were
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autocratic in this area, all subjects rated themselves

much lower on the Mental Health Analysis inventory. If the

foster parents dictated what the children were to do, the child-
ren probably felt less adequate and rated themselves lower
on the adjustment inventory. Earlier studies had noted
that observed parental behaviour seemed to bear a close
relationship to observed child behaviour. Heillman, for
example, stated that "the handicapped child!s attitudes
regarding himself and his handicap are in major part deter-
mined by parental reactions toward the child and his
disability."13

When the foster narents were over-protective,
the social quotients were neither significantly higher or

lower, but the Mental Health Analysis scores tended to be

high. The assoclation, however, was not significant since
the probability was less than ten but more than five,

When the foster parents were nonchalant, the dependent
subjects received lower social quotients., The Mental

Health Analysis scores for all the subjects tended to be

low, but again not significantly so, with a probability

between five and ten,

13Ann Elizabeth Heilman, "Parental Adjustment to
the Dull Handicapped Child," American Journal of Mental
Deficiency, Vol. 54, No. 4, April 1950, p. 562.
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When the amount of restraint placed upon the
children was studied, it was found that there was no assoc-
iation between restrictiveness or laxity and high or low

Mental Health Analysis scores. PFluctuations of social

quotients were associated in only one instance. In this
instance, dependent subjects received much lower soclal
quotients if they were living with controlling foster
parents. Nevertheless, these subjects did not rate them-
selves low on the inventory.

although there was a significant association between

the Mental Health scores and the manner of formulating

regulations, there was no association between Mental

Health Analysis scores and the effectiveness of the regulation

policy which was established, There was no significant

association between Mental Health Analysis scores and whether

or not there were disciplinary problems.

A note of caution was thought necessary in the
interpretation of the tests of significance and the study
of contingency. When an association was said to exist
between two conditions, it was meant that the two conditions
were to be present at the same time for the study
population, The existence of an association did not mean
that there was a cause-effect relationshlp between the two
states. The focus of this descriptive study did not

include a study of causal relationships as an experimental
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approach might have attempted. It was belleved that a
descriptive study had to be executed first as a pilot
study surveying the situation and stating the associations
before this subject matter could even be opened to experi-

mental research.



CHAYTER V
THE CASE RECORD ANALYSIS

The great bulk of the data, transferred from the
social workers! case records to the Case Analysis Schedules,
are analyzed in this chapter. This information was col-
lected on the various items of the Schedules, Some of the
data dealing with the subjects! family backgrounds and
their foster home placements have been analyzed and reported
in Chapter II. The data yet to be analyzed are classified
under the following five area headings: psychological
evaluation, retardation, schooling, employment, and a
classification of the problems which the subjects had
presented. These five area headings serve as sub-divisions
under the first section of this chapter which is a des-
criptive analysis of selected characteristics of the study
population., The second section of the chapter deals with
the problem of assessing the adjustment of these subjects

from the evidence in the case records.

Abstracting Data from Records with a Schedule,--
A3 mentioned in Chapter III, the review of the literature
revealed that there were two maln types of schedules which
had been used in case study research. The first type con-

sisted of a list of topics used to collate, systematically,
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non-gvaluatiye data about the subjects. The second type
consisted of more complex schedules which called for the
researcher to make evaluative Jjudgments at the time of
filling out the schedules. These judgments were based upon
the facts contained in the records.

Since the reliability of evaluative Jjudgments made
by one individual could be questioned, it had been decided,
in the present study, to employ a schedule which would ab-
stract mainly objective, descriptive facts from the records.
As mentioned above, previous studies had shown that a schedule
could be reliably used by Jjust one individual, if the data
collected were limited to descriptive facts. There appeared
to be little dissimilarity between the findings of research
workers reviewing the same cases when they confined their
analysis to questions like the number of foster home placements
a child had, the problems recorded, the age at starting to sc-
hool, and similar factual questions.

The schedule constructed for the present study
consisted of items malnly collecting factual information.
In the few instances when qualitative material was collected,
such as the nature of the subjectt!s adjustment in the foster
home placement, the research worker was careful to transfer
from the records the actual statements in the recording
bearing upon these topics. 1In analyzing the records at the

time ofmarking the schedules, the worker did not draw
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evaluative conclusion, but rather transferred selective
qualitative data from the records to the schedules. By clas-
sifying these evaluative statements, they were able to be
interpreted quantitatively. This process has been termed
“qualitative coding,"l

Case records contain such an avalanche of information
that one is apt to overlook their limitations., Some of
Gordon Allport's cautions about the use of personal documents,
also hold true for collateral reports such as these case
records.® The most serious criticism which can be raised
questions whether the narratives truly represent the subjects!
situations. One may speculate whether the social workers
doing the recording were aware of all the important dynamics.
In considering the problems, for example, one might wonder
whether the soclal workers would be more aware of behaviour
problems which involved other individuals such as school

officials and less apt to recognize personality problems of

lcf,, William J, Goode and raul K, Hatt, Methods
in Social Research, lNew York, McCraw-Hill, 1952, esp. i
p. 320-325.

Paul F. Lazarsfeld and W, S. Robinson, "The Quantif-
ication of Case Studiles,’ Journal of Applied Psychology,
Vol. 24, No. 6, December 19040, p. 8I7-325.

2Gordon W, Allport, The Use of Personal Documents

in Psycholo%ical Science, New York, Social Science Research
ouncil, > P. .
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a more "silent" nature, such as withdrawal tendencies.
The records of the psychologists, however, assured an ade-~
quate coverage in this area.

As Hochwald and others have pointed out, a decided
disadvantage in using records is that the data on certain
topics are frequently incomplete for some of the subjects,3
One record might include a great deal of information about
a childis early development; another record might make no
reference, Consequently, an "insufficient data" category
became so indispensible,

The records were used at face value., The challenge
to prove the validity of the records was not undertaken
beyond a comparison in Chapter VI of the findings from the
case analyses and the psychological tests and rating scales,

The analysis of these records was a task costly in
time. Over a hundred and thirty hours was devoted to the
actual reading of the cases. 1In addition, a respectable
number of hours were also required in searching for and
pulling the files, The individual narratives ran all the
way from a very scanty but succinct record of only ten
pages to a weighty tome of seventy pages. The average

Narrative was thirty-one pages. The average time to analy:ze

3Hilde Landenberger Hochwald, "The Use of Case
Records in Research," Social Casework, Vol. 33, No. 2, Febru-

ary 1952, p. T1-T6.




CASE RECORD ANALYSIS 134

a record was about three hours; the range ran from an hour

and a half to seven hours.

1. Characteristics of the Study Population

A descriptive survey of selected characteristics of
the subjects will be discussed under the following five
sub-headings:

1. Use of psychological and psychiatric services,
. FXoster parents' recognition and acceptance of
retardation.

Educational training and attainment.
Employment experiences.

2
3
I
5 Problems presented by the subjects.

Use of Psychological and Psychiatric Services,--
It i1s the Agency's practice to give children a psychometric
examination shortly after their admission to care, In sit-
uations when the reliability of the examination is in
guestion, the psychologists, of course, recommend that
the child be examined again. Problem and retarded
children are frequently re-tested, In the case of the study
population, the social workers requested that the children
be re-examined as they grew older to confirm their borderline
ratings. Also, a child was commonly seen by one of the
psychologists for the administration of projective tests,
prior to the child'!s situation being conferenced with the
Agency's consulting psychiatrist.

During their time in care, the subjects comprising

the study population were administered the Stanford-Binet,
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Form L, by the Agency's Psychology Department a mean of
L,34 times.4 The range of the number of examinations ran
I'rom one to el ht. These examinations were prior to the
present resgarch worker'!s administration of Worm M to all
of the subjects.

As might be expected, not all of the intelligence
qgotients from the re-examinations were within the 70-80
intelligence quotient range. Table XTIV showed the fluctuation
abéye and below the borderline category. It was noted that

no subject was rated on the Stanford-Binet at one time higher

and, then, at another time lower than borderline,

Upon examining the records of the five subjects who
rated borderline and lower, it was found that the range was
from one to twelve intelligence aquotient points below seventy.
The mean of these deviations below seventy was 6.25 intelligence
quotient points. These five subjects were rated below
borderline about once in five administrations. In summary,
the five subjects rated a mean of 6.25 intelligence quotient
points below seventy on an average of 1,6 times out of the
administration of 5.9 tests.

Ten subjects rated on one examination above the
borderline category, although when the research worker tested

them they were classified as borderline. On further study

bsee Appendix 1, Table XLITII for frequency distribution.



CASE RECORD ANALYSIS

Table XIV. - Fluctuation, Above and Below
Borderline, of Intelllgence Quotients Derilved
from the Administration, by the Psychology De-
partment, of the Stanford-Binet, Form L, to the
Subjects During Thelir Time in Care.

Fluctuations gﬁg?:gtgf g:;t
Always borderline@ 29 66
Borderline and higher 10 23
Borderline and lower 5 11
Borderline, higher and lower .. .o
Total Ly 100

8The borderline category included intel-
ligence quotients from seventy to eighty.

136



CASE RECORD ANALYSIS 137

of their previous examinations, their fluctuations were found
to be very small. These ten subjects rated a mean of 7.0
intelligence quotient points above eighty on an average of
1.4 times out of the administration of 5.3 tests. It was
concluded, then, that the fluctuations above and below the
borderline category were infrequent and of small magnitude.
Sixty-six per cent of the subjects were consistently rated
as borderline after re-examinations,

In six of the records there were reports of psych-
ological examinations which had been made when the subjects

were under two years of age. The Kuhlmann Tests of Mental

Develqgment5 had been administered to three subjects, two

of whom were rated within the intelligence quotient range
of seventy to eighty. The third subject received a slightly

higher rating. The Cattell Infant Infelligence Sca1e6 was

. administered to two other subjects, one of whom was rated
within the intelligence quotient range of seventy to eighty.
The other subjJect was slightly above. A Roger's Developmental
Quotient was given for the sixth of these subjects examined

as infants, It was also within the borderline range. It

5F. Kuhlmann, Tests of Mental Development, Minnea-
polis, Educational Test Bureau, 1939, p.

6Psyche Cattell, The Measurement of Intelligence of
Infants and Young Children, New York, Psychological Corpor-
ation, 1940, p. 274.
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was interesting to conclude that even at under two years of
age a decided indicatlon of borderline ablillty was being
given by these few subjects which were in care and whose
psychological records had been preserved,

In addition to the administrations of the Stanford-
Binets and the infant tests, nineteen of the subjects had
been given other tests. The figure drawing test was the
most frequently used. Sixteen subjects were given it. Ten
of these tests had been scored using Goodenough'!s criteria;7
these tests were used to confirm the psychometric ratings
derived from the Binets. The remaining six of the sixteen
figure drawing tests had been evaluated by Machover'ls criteriad
and the projective content of the drawings were interpreted,
Rorschach tests had been administered to seven subjects.9
Two subjects had been given the Thematic apperceptive Test, 10
Photostatic coples were made of the psychologists'! reports
interpreting these projective tests. These photostats were

attached to the individual case analysis schedules,

TFlorence L. Goodenough, Measurement of Intelligence
by Drawings, Yonkers, World Book, 19206, p. xi-177.

8Karen Machover, Personality rrojection in the Draw-
ing of the Human Figure, Springfield, Thomas, 1949, p. 160.

9Hermann Rorschach, Psychodiagnostics, New York,
Grune & Stratton, 1949, p.

10Henry A, Murray, Thematic Apperception Test Manual,
Cambridge, Harvard, 1943, p. 20.
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Use had been made of the Agencyis psychiatric con-
sultation service for fourteen of the subjects. As indicated
in Table XV five subjects had been personally examined by
the psychiatrist. The social workers supervising nine other
subjects had sought guildance from the psychiatrist concerning
the handling of problem situations which the children were pre-
senting.

Diagnostic or treatment services of a psychlatric
or psycholgical nature outside the aAgency were infre-
quently used. Three subjects had been seen by a psychologist

at the Toronto Psychiatric Hospital concerning the advisability

)

of using the Bell Blanket to control noctural enuresis.

1b appeared, however, that these children were seen only
because they were subjects for a study on enuresis. Two

other subjects attended a speech clinic. On occasion, a

few of the‘subjects had been referred for psychological testing
by their teachers to the Child Adjustment Service Department

of the Toro?to Board of Education. This referral was usually

made with regard to the impending transfer of a child to an

opportunity class or to a Jjunior wvocational school.

Foster Parents'! Recognition and Acceptance of
Retardation.-- There was no instance of a subject's': retardation
being unknown to the Agency by the time the children were

school age, This fact, however, did not mean that all
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Table XV. - Use of the Agency's Psychlatric
Consultation Service for the Study Population.

Number 8f Per

Nature and Reason for Consultation Subjects Cent

Neither seen nor conferenced 30 68

Child's situation conferenced by the
soclal workers with psychiatrist
for the following reasons: 9 20

Planning for a new placement

Advisability of institutional
placement

Disclipline problems

Enuresils

Child's situation conferenced with
psychiatrist following which tThe
psychiatrist interviewed the child
for the following reasons: 5 12

Psychosomatic complaints
Withdrawal tendencles
Homosexual tendenciles
Promisculty

Total Ly 100
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the foster parents knew that the children they were rearing

were retarded. Data on the foster parents! recognition and

acceptance of retardation were collected from iteis numbered
93, 94, 95, 100, and 101 of the Case Analysis Schedules,

The records contained relatively few references to
behaviour and development which the foster parents recognized
as signs of retardation. Of the twenty-three subjects who
were in care during the pre-school years, there were only
nine records in which mention was made of obvious retardation.
Table XVI classified the thirteen reasons which these nine
foster parents gave as signs indicative of retardation.
Slowness in learning to Tallt appeared to be the most
orominent sign which foster parents recognized and associated
with retardation, Other studies had also identified these
same indicators by which the foster mothers had detected
retardation in their children's development.11 Since
developmental data, which were collated under Schedule item

number seventy-three were incomplete for the majority of

Lpreq J, Schonel and B. H, Watts, "A First Survey
of the Effects of a Subnormal Child on the Family Unit,”
american Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. ©1, No. 1,
July 1956, p. 210-219.

Leonard Rosen, "Selected Aspects in the Development
of the Motheris Understanding of Her Mentally Retarded
Child," American Journal of Mental Deficilency, Vol. 59,

No. 3, January 1955, p. 522-520. N
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Table XVI. - Indications of Retardation
Which the Foster Parents Recognized During the
Pre-school Development of Nine Subjects.

B
Area of Retardation of §§3§§2§¥0n

Slow speech development T

Poor motor coordination evidenced
in learning to walk and eat 3

Difficulty in getting pre-schoolers
to comprehend 2

Slowness in habit formation evi-
denced in toilet training 1
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the subjects, no analysis was made of the actual ages when
the children learned to talk, walk, sit, and to acquire
other skills.,

Retardation was not discussed, according to the
records, for the remaining fourteen of the twenty-three
subjects who were in care during their pre-school years.

An examination of these fourteen records indicated that

two foster parents actually thought their children were bright;
these children were hyveractive, As the children grew <lder
and started to school their retardation appeared to be more
marked, Slow school progress caused by grade repetitions

was the major signal indicating or confirming retardation

to the foster parents. The subjects! selection of younger
playmates at school also seemed to be an almost universal
characteristic,

Foster parent attitudes toward retardation varied
greatly, Prom statements in the records, collated under
Schedule items number 92, 93, 94, 95, and 105 the attitudes
of the subjects! foster parents were classified. It was
possible to group these statements under five categories
as shown in Table XVII., Two of the categories were thought
to be essentially positive or constructive in nature whereas
the other three were negative.

Thirty-two per cent of the subjects had foster parents

who were unable To accept their children as being mentally
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Table XVII, - Foster Parents'! Acceptance of
the Subjects' Mental Retardation.

Attitudes of the Foster Parents Number of Per
Toward Retardation Subjects Cent
Positive

Complete acceptance of the
child being retarded 14 31

Initial reluctance to ac-

knowledge retardation,

eventually accepted in a

positive manner 10 23

Negative

Rejecting child because
of retardation 9 20

Denying that child was
retarded 2 5

Unwilling to comprehend
explanation of retardation 3 7

Insufficient data in the recording
to support classification 6 14

Total L 100




CASE RECORD ANALYSIS 145

limited. Nine subjects experienced overt rejection by their
foster parents because the children were slow. Two sets of
foster parents who could not accept retardation tried to
ignore or to deny it. They turned a blind eye and a deaf
ear to any evidence of the child!s slowness and if confronted
resorted to rationalization. It was a most tenuous position
to take, especially when their children's slow school progress
started to advertise their limitations. Even then these
foster parents believed that their children were Jjust

"late in blooming." This uncompromising denial that a

child is retarded has been noted before by many writers,

It represented one of Leo Kanneris three types of parental
reactions.1?

Three other sets of foster parents blocked at any
interpretation of retardation. Although the social workers
explained what retardation implied and what borderline
capacity enabled one to accomplish, these foster parents

persistently seemed unable to comprehend the explanations.

12160 Kanner, "Parents! Feelings About Retarded
Children," American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 57,
No. 3, January 1953, p. 375-303.

Leonard Rosen, "Selected Aspects in the Development
of the Motheris Understanding of Her Mentally Retarded Child,"
American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 59, No. 3,
January 1955, p. 522-524,
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These foster parents were the type who, even after a
thorough discussion of retardation, would still wonder

why the social worker would say it was unrealistic for them
to hope that thelr chlild would be able to attend an agri-
culture college whose entrance requirement was matricu-
lation from a high school.

There was evidence that fifty-four per cent or
twenty-four of the subjects had foster parents who were
able to accept the child as being retarded. Two distinct
categories were noted. First, there were the foster parents
who had an easy-going or nonchalant acceptance., Upon beilng
informed that their children were retarded, these foster
parents accepted the condition in an objective manner,

Their affection for the children was not reduced,

The second type of positive attitude was character-
istic of the more demanding foster parents. These parents
were very emotionally involved in their children. They
had invested a great deal of time and effort in them and
wanted the vicarious satisfaction of real achievement on the
part of the children., They were reluctant at first to believe
that the children would be limited in spite of the way they
pushed and tutored them. Once these foster parents recog-
nized and accepted retardation, they scaled-down their levels
of aspiration for the children and re-directed their efforts

to the study of the special needs of slightly retarded children.
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One of these foster mothers, for example, became an avid
reader of all popular articles and books on retardation.
Another foster mother became very active on the executive
of the Parent Teachers' Association of a vocational school
for retarded girls.

There were insufficient data in the records to support
classification of the foster parents! attitudes of six sub-
jects. In these cases the discussions in the records were
confined to behaviour problems. any relationship between
the foster parents! attitudes towards retardation and the

problems being presented was ignorned,

Educational Training and Attainment.-- Data relative
to the subjects! school experiences were gathered when readinz
the case records and were transferred to Schedule items
113-128. The main questions answered by thésedata were:
at what age the children started to school, how far their
ability carried them in elementary school, how many were
transferred to opportunity classes or Junlor vocational schools,
and what were the children's prevailing attitudes towards
their school experiences.

The mean age at which the subjects started grade one
was 6.T1 years.13 Only one subject started grade one at

five years of age while at the other end of the range, five

13see Appendix 1, Table XLIV for frequency distribution.
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subjects started when eight years old. Twenty of the subjects
had attended at least one yecar of kindergarten before starting
grade one., It was worth noting that not one of the subjects
over sixteen years of age was still going to school. In
fact, two fifteen-year olds had stoppred school and were
working.

In surveying the educational training which the
subjects received, frequent mention was made in the records
to transfer to auxiliar classes, opportunity classes, and
junior vocational schools, The opportunity class and the
junior vocational school programs arose out of the recogn-
ition that the educational ideal of equality of opportunity
did not mean identity of opportunity. The term"opportunity
class” is now replacing the older term "auxiliar class” in the
Toronto school system phraseology. It refers to a non-graded
class in a regular school where the work is planned for children
whose intelligence quotients are from fifty to seventy-five.
A child must be under twelve years to be 'eligible for an
opportunity class. at thirteen years of age children are
transferred to a junior vocational school. The junior
vocational school should be distinguished from the secondary
1evel technical high school. There are no specific academic
requirements for entrance to the junior vocational school.

In Toronto, most of the pupils have not completed elementary
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school when they are transferred to one of the three junior
vocational schools.

At the vocational schools they are provided with a
three-year course. The courses are adapted to the pupils!
individual needs. The boys! school makes every effort to
prepare the pupils to enter apprenticeship. The curriculum
incluses training in automobile mechanics, barbering, shoe
making, tailoring, dry cleaning, food preparation and ftraining
Tor similar trades.

There are two junior vocational schools for girls
in the city. Their curriculum is designed to develop girls
to be useful citizens by training them to earn their living.
Emphasis is placed on training for home-making as well as
the following subjects: oneration of industrial sewing and
laundry machines, baby care, food preparation, beautician
training, typing and elementary business procedures,

Of the present study group, two subjects had been
transferred to non-graded opportunity classes after grade
one as shown in Table XVIII, The remaining forty-two subjects
Bhad continued in elementary school at least till grade four
when they started to be transferred to opportunity classes.
Twaenty per cent or nine of the subjects actually reached
grade eight in the regular school system, Six of them success-

fully completed grade eight. The median elementary school
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Table XVIII, - Elementary School Grade
Reached by the Study Population in the Regular
School System Before Transfer to an Opportunity
Class, A Junior Vocation of School, or Stopping
School.,

Grade Reached gg%g:gtgf Per Cent
Grade 1 2 5

2 .o o

3 0o oo

L L 9

5 10 23

6 13 29

7 6 14

8 9 20

Total Ly 100
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grade reached, however, was six whlch was also the modal

grade, as seen in Table XVIII. The mean grade was not calcul-
ated because the presence of extreme measures would have affect-
ed it disproportionately. Of the six students who completed
grade eight, one went on to the regular high school but fail-

ed grade nine.

Nine girls and three boys were transferred to oppor-
tunity classes. Eleven girls and ten boys attended a junior
vocational school.

Other than opportunity class and Junior vocation
school training, the subjects did not, as a whole, receive
any special training. Three of the subjects had attended
speech classes, One foster mother, unknown to the supervising
social worker, enrolled a child in a nrivate school with the
hope of being able to accelerate her development through
individual instruction. When it was soon found out that the
level of instruction at the school was low, the child was
returned to the public school system. Four of the older
girls who were working enrolled themselves in night classes
at private business colleges to take up typing.

Although only nine subjects reached grade eight,
the school record of the subjects indicated that thirteen
subjects or thirty per cent showed no marked slow down in
progress in terms of grade placement as recorded in Table XIX,

Retardation in school became apparent in the records when
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the subjects had repeated two grades., By this time, they
were so far behind that they could be easily spotted.

Some of the children, however, were transferred to oppor-
tunity classes when they were starting to experience diffi-
culty in keeping up with their classmates, In these cases
there was no indication, by theilr grade placement, of re-
tardation up to the time of their transfer.

In the records of four of the children, the social
worker had recorded that the fteachers had explained that
the children had been promoted so that they could remain
with their age group even though the work was beyond their
ability. These subjects were the pupils who although they
might be in grade six were only reading at the grade three
level and doing arthimetic at the grade one level, It was
noted, then, that grade placement was a poor indication of
deceleration of school progress for these children. Retard-
ation of school progress as indicated by grade placement was
noted for sixty-one per cent of the subjects.

The attitudes, expressed by the subjects towards
school and recorded by the social workers, were collected
under item number 128 of the Case Analysis Schedule., These
remarks were classified as to a prevaliling positive or
negative attitude toward schooling. The distribution of
the subjects on thig classification of attitudes towarad

school was illustrated in Table XI,
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Table XIX., - School Progress of the
Subjects When They Were Attending Regular
Elementary School Classes.

Number of Per
School Progress Subjects Cent

Two or more grades behind
age group 27 61

Keeping up with age group 13 30
Promoted to remain with

age group but unable to

do the work L 9

Total Ly 100

153
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Forty-eight per cent of the subjects were recorded
to have held positive attitudes toward their school exper-
iences while thirty-nine expressed negative attitudes.

In the records of eight subjects there was no expression

of negative remarks about school and they seemed to have
really enjoyed school. Thirteen subjects had expressed
ambivalent feelings prior to their transfer to either an
opportunity class or a junior vocational school. Aafter
transferral, the attitudes recorded were positive.14 It

was interesting to note that the ratio of improvement in
attitudes was much higher for those in a junior vocational
school., Of the eleven subjects who were transferred to
opportunity classes only three were noted to have changed
ambivalent feelings for generally positive attitudes, 1In
contrast, of tha twenty-one subjects transferred to junior
vocational schools, about fifty per cent or ten subjects
registered a change to a generally positive attitude to their
school experience, In the records, it was noted that certain

children felt badly aboubt being transferred to an opportunity

1”Cf° the rejection of slow learners in the regular
grades by peers as revealed by the following sociometric
study: G. Orville Johnson, 'a Study of the Social Position
of Mentally-handicapped Chlldren in the Regular Grades,
American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 55, No. 1,
July 1950. p. 60-389.
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class which they called the dumb-bell" class in a school.
Opportunity classes, unlike the junior vocational schools

were not housed separately from the regular grades.

Vocational training could be interpreted as a preparation

for earning a living in a manner which unfortunately opportun-
ity classes could not.

The attitudes of ten subjects indicated anxiety and
fear about their school progress., The children expressed
anguish that they were "dumb' or ‘stupid’' as proved by their
school experiences. They were apprehensive lest their in-.
competency would be exhibited before others in the classroom.
These fears were not unfounded since in three records there
were actual references to the children being ridiculed
before the class and being castigated by being labeled the
"eclass dumb-bell."

The obvious question arose as to whether the subjects
who liked school were the same subjects whose school progress
was not retarded. Consequently, the distribution of subjects
for school progress was cross-classified with their attitudes
towards school. Table XXI illustrated the resultant cross-
tabulation.

It was noted from this table that the subjects whose
attitudes to school were positive were the subjects who
were able to keep pace with their peers. These subjects

all had great determination and received much support and
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Table XX, - Attitudes, Recorded by the Social
Workers, Which the Subjects Had Expressed Toward Their
School Experience,

Number of

Attitudes Subjects Per Cent
Positive
Enjoyed school experience 8 18

Ambivalent feelings became
positive after transfer to
an opportunity class 3 T

Ambivalent feelings became
positive after transfer to

a junior vocational school 10 23
Negative

Anxious and fearful about

school experience 10 23

Dread and hatred of school 7 16
Insufficient data 6 13

Total Ly 100
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encouragement from their foster parents enabling them to
achieve up to the very limit of thelr capacity.

Of the four children who were promoted along with
their age group, three expressed negative attitudes, One
of these subjects confided her great fear that her inadequacy
would be exposed. Another, frustrated by work well beyond
her ability, expressed a deep dread and hatred of school,
The third subjects! attitudes only became positive when she
was transferred to the non-competitive setting of an oppor-
tunity class,

The records of nine subjects sald that they had been
school behaviour problems, Although the school was the set-
ting where problematic behaviour was expressed, the nature
of the problems was dealt with below along with the general

analysis of problems,

Employment Experiences.-- Data concerning spare-
and full-time employment were marshalled under items number
120 and 131 of the Schedule. Although the Agency gives its
children who are attending school an allowance, a few of
the subjects earned extra spending monev by getting Saturdayv
morning or after-school jobs. The youngest subject to get
a part-time Jjob was only ten. During the summer holidays
she helped a convalescing neighbour with her marketing and

housework. Another girl was earning some pocket money by
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Table XXI, - Cross-classification of the

Attitudes Which the Subjects Held Toward School and

Thelr School Progress.

aman
ee———
—

School Progress

Att%gudes No Slow Pushed Slow
Down Ahead
School N %7 N %

Positive
Enjoyed school experience 7 54 ., e 1 4
Ambivalent feelings became
positive after transfer to
an opportunity class o oo 1 25 2 7
Ambivalent feelings became
positive after transfer to
a junior vocational school 2 15 .. .. 8 30
Negative
Anxious and fearful about
school progress 1 8 1 25 8 30
Dread and hatred of school .. .o 1 25 6 22
Insufficient data 3 23 1 25 2 7

Total

13 100 4 100

27 100
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babysitting when she was twelve years old. All together
there were eight subjects who had had part-time work before
they were sixteen. These jobs included ushering at theatres,
wrapping groceries at supermarkets, farm chores, picking
fruit, and paper routes,

Thirteen subjects were self-supporting when they
were sixteen. Two others when they were seventeen. There
was a high degree of Jjob turn-over for these fifteen self-
supvorting subjects. Collectively, they had had a total
of thirty different Jjobs, although they did not start to
work full-time until they were sixteen or seventeen and the
oldest subject was only nineteen, These Jjobs were classified
in Table XXII. Most of them were labouring, factory or
minor clerical work. The latter category included positions
where the subjects were office boys, stock exchange messangers,
factory and office mail carriers and clerks. The present
findings coincided with the results of Tizard and O!'Connor's
study of Binet mental age thresholds for various occupations,
They noted that individuals with intelligence quotients
between seventy and eighty-five were best suited for

unskilled labour and repetitive work, 15

157, Tizard and M. O'Connor, “"The Employability
of High-grade Mental Defectlves, Part I," American Journal
of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 54, No. 4, ApriT 1950, p. 569,
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Perhaps the most interesting employment history,
although a deviant case, was that of a girl who learned,
through in-service training, how to operate a switchboard.
This girl, who consistently was rated as borderline on
psychometric tests, went to night school to learn typing
and the operation of the teletype machine. Upon completion

of her course she was employed as a teletype operator.

Problems Presented by the Subjects.-- When reading
the narrative records careful notation was made of any mention
that the ghildren were presentinz problems, whether in the
home, neighbourhood, or at school. These remarks were
recorded under the following Schedule items: Numbers 84,

85, 86, 92, 105, and 127, In order to classify the problems,
the more than two hundred statements which were transferred

from the narrative case records to the Schedule were transferred
to index cards. These cards were sorted and re-arranged until

a logical classification, inherent in the data, emerged.

After ﬁuch re-grouping, the problems were classified
under four categories: personality problems, problems in
forming object relations, problems related to physical func-
tioning, and conduct problems, It was interesting to note

that the classification of personality problems which resulted

from the analysis was identical with C. M. Louttit's
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Table XXII, - Classification of the Thirty Dif-
ferent Jobs Which the Fifteen Self-supporting Subjects
Had Held.

Classification of Jobs Female Male
Labourer, farm or construction . 5
Minor clerical work 3 2
Factory and laundry work 3 2
Tradesman's helper l 3
Sales clerk 1 1
Restaurant work 1 1
Messanger and delivery work . 2
Switchboard operator 1 o
Teletype operator 1 .
Nurse's aid 1 .

Theatre ushering . 1




CASE RECORD ANALYSTS lo2

classification.l® There was not an intentional similarity

or a borrowing of a classification. The variety of problems
which had been recorded during the time the subjects were

in care was so broad that the requirements of a comprehensive
classification of problems could easily be met.

The presence of problems over two time periods was
noted in the column headings of Table XXITI. The freqguency
of »Hroblems which had been experienced throughout the life
span of the children wﬁile in carc "1ce tabulated in the Tirst
column, It showed the great variety of problems which these
subjects had presented. Only problems which were being
vresented at the time of the study were tabulat:d in the
second column. This second tally of problems was made in
preparation for an assessment of the adjustment of the subjects
at the time of the study.

The most frequent problem which was a concern to the
social workers, during the period of the study, was the
deen-seated feelings of inferiorifty which were paralyzing
some children. Ten of the subjects had been unable to gain
a sense of worth through achievement in any area, So deeply

ingrained was their belief that they were failures, that the

16cr, C. M. Louttit, Clinical Psychology of Childrenis
Behaviour Problems, New York, Harper, 1947, esp. Chapter
XIII, po 488"'532-
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Table XXIII., - Comparison of the Number and Types
of Problems Mentioned in the Records Which the Subjects Had
Presented During the Total Time They were in Care Compared
with the Problems Being Presented in December 1955.

Frequency of Problems

Occurance Actlve
Types of Problems During Total Problems
Time SubJjects in Dec,
in care 1955
Personality Problems
Moodiness and depression 4 L
Fear, timidity, anxiety 13 5
Feelings of inferiority 12 10
Jealousy 4 2
Shy, withdrawn behaviour 8 3
Daydreaming T 3
Negativism and disobedience Z 3
Hysterical symptoms 1l

Problems in Forming Object Relations

Overly dependent 6 2
Inability to relate to adults 12 6
In ability to relate to peers 8 8
Bullying 6 2
Problems Related to Physical Functioning

Lack of inhibitory control
Hyperactivity 9 2
Tics 4 2
Sleep disturbances 8 1
Rocking and head banging 5 .
Nail biting and picking at body 10 2
Enuresis 11 3
Encopresis 8 .

Speech difficulties 11 1

Over-eating L 1

Poor appetite 1 .
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Table XXIII Continued. - Comparison of the Number and
Types of Problems Mentioned in the Records Which the Subjects
Had Presented During the Total Time They Were in Care, Com-
pared with the Problems Being Presented in December 1955,

Frequency of Problems
Occurance Active

Types of Problems During Total Problems
Time Subjects 4in Dec.
in Care 1955.

Conduct Problems

)
w

Lying

Stealing

Truancy
School
Home

Sex Problems
Sex play with children
Masturbation
Promiscuity
Homosexual tendencles

Social irresponsibility

Temper tantra

Hostile aggressive behaviour
Destructiveness
Defiance and lnsolence
Obstinance

Employment instability

o
o
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social workers found the subjects! sell-picture extremely

difficult to change, These subjects had ¢iven up trying to

achieve even simple tasks. They felt it was unlilrely they

would ever be confident, attractive, and lndenendent in action,
n comparing the two columns some d2creases were

noted in the occurance of problems associated with a younger

age period. For example, there had been trouble with head
banging with five toddlers. These problems disappeared when
the subjects grew older. Similarly tThere were only tThree
references in the records to enuresis being a problem at the
time of the study. Eleven subjects or twenty-five per cent
had during their time in care been enuretic. Curt Rosenow
in an early study of 144 borderline children had found

twenty-two per cent of them to be emuretic.l? This sim-

ilarity of findings was interesting.

2. Assessment of Adjustment

3

he data presented in the first section of this chap-
ter wviere handled descriptively. The recorded facts were merely
transferred from the case records to the Schedule. They

were classified, counted, and presented tabularly. although

170urt Rosenow, "A Note on the Sicnificance of
Nocturnal Enuresis with Reference to Intelligence and Delin-

quency," Journal of Delinguency, Vol. 5, 1920, p. 41-55,
citant C. M, Louttit, op. cit., p. 335.
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scme of the data were of an evaluative nature, 1t was the
social workers and not the research worker who had made these
evaluations., This descriptive analysis of the data was the
foundation upon which a study of the subjects! adjustment

was made, In one way, a classification of the subjects in
terns ol adjustment meant a reduction and an inftegration of
the data. To assess adjustment, however, evaluative judg-
ments had to be made by the research worlkesr,

It wae recognized that estimates of adjustment which
were made throuzh conference decisions rather than by one
research wor'-er were following a more reliable research
procedure,18 Several majcr research projiects, like Powers

and Witrer's An Experirment in the Prevention of Delin-

quency,19 however, had assessments of the adjustment
of the study nonulation made by only one person. The

ent research worlzer was by no means establishing a

o
3
)
9]

nrecedert., The major cviticism of thie nrocedure was that

one cnuld »gise the aquestion whether another worker in

18Malcolm G. Preston, et al., "An Experimental Study
of a Method for Abstracting the Content of Social Case Records,’
Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology, Vol., 45, No. L4,
October 1950, p. 020-0H0,

19Edwin Powers and Helen Witmer, An Experiment in
the Prevention of Delinquency, The Cambridge-Somerville
Youth Study, New York, Columbia, 1951, x1iv-bl9 p,
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reviewing the same cases might not have differed in his
assessment of their adjustment.

When judgments were made by one individual, it
appeared imvortant to outline carefully the criteria
which were applied to the data in making the evaluation.
Creater reliability was also achieved if the degrees on
the scale were as few as possible., As a result, the five
cezrees of adjustment: excellent, good, fair, rather noor,
and poor, which were first devised in this study were
reduced vo three degrees: good, fair, and poor, rrevious
adjustment studies such as Kinder and rRutherfordis project
had also found it advisable to reduce the degrees orf

20 1y reading the Tase analysis

adjustment to three,
Schedules, it was easy to divide them into three niles,
The two end extremes appeared quite distinct leaving a
residual middle group. It was believed that an indepen-

dent rater basing his Jjudgments on the same criteria would

have probably divided the cases in an almost identical

manner,

20g1aine F. Kinder and Elizabeth J. Rutherford,
"Social Adjustment of Retarded Children, A Follow-up Study
from January to June, 1926, of Retarded Children Seen in
the Henry Phipps Psychiatric Dispensary Between January
and June, 1921," Mental Hygiene, Vol, 11, No. 4, October

1927, p. 911-833,
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Criteria of Adjustment.-- There were [five areas
of behaviour which were examined in arriving at a decision
regarding adjustment. Much of the data, upon which the
ratings were based, had already been analyzed descriptively.
Pirst of the five areas concerned the quantity and severity
of problems which the children were presenting. The
recording of the social workers frequently was focused
upon the problems which they or the foster parents were
experiencing with the children. There was felt to be
adequate coverage in this area upon which to base judgments,
It was relatively easy to trichotomize the group into
those who were presenting a great number of problems, those
who presented no problems or only a few minor ones, and a
middle group.

The second factor considered was the childt!s adjust-
nent in the foster home setting. Schedule item number 105
gave information on thls topic. Particular attention was
given to the child‘s ability to relate to substitute
parental figures. The childi!s interpersonal relations with
211l the members in the household were surveyed to note how
typically harmonious, friendly, and satislying they were.
Statements were weighed which would give an indication of
the childts feeling of being a central or peripheral part

of the family circle.
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There were three other factors taken into account
in making thc ratings. An assessment of the chilld's
participation and inclusion in social activities with
other children was noted, The child's attitude toward
school, the quality of his work in relation to his abilities,
and his zeneral school progress were considered, If he
was not attending school, the stability of his emnloyment
was examined,

To be classified as being well adjusted, a subject
had to be rated high on all the areas e:xcept perhaps one.
Similarly, a subject was classified as poorly adjusted when
he was rated low on all the areas except perhaps one.

The category of "fair represented subjects who were between
these two extremes.21
Table XXIV represented the distribution of the

subjects when rated for adjustment. It was noted that the
largest number of subjects were rated as being well adjusted.
Only ten or twenty-three per cent of the subjects were
considered to be poorly adjusted, This figure may seem

low. It must be remembered, however, that children of

borderline ability who were poorly adjusted and presenting

2lThr'ee case summaries were prepared to illus-
trate the three degrees of adjustment. Commentaries on
the cases explained the rationale for the ratings,
cf. Appendix 2.
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problems frequently were committed to provineial institutions,
rerhaps a greater percentage would have been rated as

voorly adjusted if none of the borderline children, who

had ever been in care had been sent to an Ontario Hospital

School or to an Ontario Training School.
Summary

This chapter was divided into two sections.
The first section was a descriptive analysis of certain
aspects of the subjects!' experiences during foster home
care, A review of the nsychological records revealed that

customarily the Stanford-Binet had been administered to

each subject several times, Intelligence quotient fluct-
uations, above and below the borderline range, were minimal.
zven the toddlers who were given tests for infants were
rredominantly assessed as borderline. Almost no use was
made of psychologlical or psychiatric services outside of
the Agency for these subjects. Thirty-two per cent of

thz subjects were either seen by, or conferenced with the
Agency's consulting psychiatrist.

In studying the foster parents! detection ol the
subjects! retardatlion, it was noted that very few of them
were able to detect any slowness during pre-school develop-
ment. Those foster parents who did, noted slowness in

learning to talk and in acqulring motor skills. Although
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Table XXIV, - Distribution of the Subjects
When Rated for Adjustment, on the Evidence in the
Records, at the Time of the Study.

Adjustment gﬁg?ggtgf Per Cent
Good 19 43
Fair 15 34
Poor 10 23
Total L4 100
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many foster parents recognized retardation after the
children started to school, thirty-two per cent either
refused to admit or rejected the children because they
were retarded.

On the school scene, the subjects on the average
went as far as grade six in the regular elementary school
system before transferring to an opportunity class or to
a Junior vocational school. Twenty ver cent reached grade
eight. Twenty-seven per cent were transferred to opper-
tunity classes and forty-seven per cent went to Junior
vocational schools. Those whose school progress was not
noticeably retarded held more positive attitudes towards
their school experiences, Thirty-nine per cent of the
stbjects had a deep-seated dislike or fear e# Feax of school,

On the work scene, it was noteworthy that a few
nf the subjects had got spare-time jobs while still in
their early fteens. All of the subjects stopped attending
day school between sixteen and seventeen years of age,
Thirty-four per cent of the subjects were self-supporting,
job turn-over was very great for these subjects. Most
found employment asg labourers, factory workers, or as
minor clerical workers.

References in the records to problems were collated.

After a classification of these nroblems, two counts were
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made; first, a count of the problems which were presented
during the total period the subjects were in care. Secondly,
a tally was made of the problems which were active at the
time of the study.

The second section of the chapter was devoted to
a discussion of the assessment of the subjects! adjustment
at the time of the study. The reliability of evaluative
judgments which were made by one person was discussed.
The importance of outlining the aspects which were con-
sidered in making these ratings was noted. The five areas
considered were enumerated. They included freedom from
problems, adaptation in the foster home setting, adequacy

of social relationships, and progress at school or at work.



CHAITER VI

ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ADJUSTMENT
RATINGS AND THE (THER DATA

The two proceeding chapters have been both devoted
to an analysis of data, but of different sets of data.
Chapter IV presented and examined data obtained from the
administration of psychological tests and rating scales.
Chapter V was focused exclusively upon a descriptive analysis
of the data contained in the case records. From these data,
ratings were made of the subjects'! adjustment.

This chapter is an integrative analysis of both sets
of data., It attempts to compare and associate the findings
from the psychological tests with those of the case records.
In order to accomplish this task, the diversified data from
the case records had to be reduced. The ratings of adjust-
ment were considered to be the "lowest common denominator"
to which thesedata could be reduced.

This chapter is divided into two sections. It was said
that the adjustment ratings were based upon the evidence
in the case records. The actual association between the
data abstracted, classifled, and descriptively analyzed
in Chapter V and the adjustment ratings, however, has as
yet not been spelt out. The first section of this chapter

presents evidence that the adjustment ratings are a type of
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reduction of the case record data and can be employed as
the "lowest common denominator."

The second section of this chapter is an examination
of the association between the findings of the psychological
tests and the adjustment ratings. In this section, both

sets of data are compared for significant associations.

1. The Adjustment Ratings

The adjustment ratings were cross-classified with
the following five characteristics of the study population:
the number of active problems being presented, the use made
of the Agency's psychiatric consultation service, the
attitudes of the foster parents toward retardation, the
subjects! school progress, and their attitudes toward
school. In order to facilitate this series of cross-class-
ifications, the adjustment ratings were transferred to the
McBee Keysort punch cards. The characteristics of the
subjects, mentioned above, were coded and recorded on the
cards. The data from the psychometric tests and the Fels

Rat.ing Scales had also been punched previously on the cards,

As a result, the data required for the analysis of both sets

of data were conveniently recorded on the same set of cards.
FPirst of all, the problems which the children were

presentiné at the time of the study were cross-classified

with their fatings of adjustment. Table XXV presented this
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Table XXV, - Cross-classification of AdJustment
Ratings and the Number and Type of preblems Recorded as
Being Presented by the Subjects During the Autumn of 1955,

AdJustment
Types of Problems Tood TalT TS5
Personality Problems
Moodiness and depression oo 1 3
Fear, timidity, anxiety .o 3 2
Feelings or inferiority .3 L 3
Jealousy 1 .o 1
Shy, withdrawn behaviour o 1 2
Daydreaming oo o6 3
Negativism and disobedience.. 2 5
Hysterical symptoms oo .o 1
Problems in Forming Object Relations
Overly dependent oo 1 1l
Inability to relate to adults 1 5
Inability to relate to
peers .o L 4
Bullying .o . 2
Problems Related to Physical Functioning
Lack of inhibitory control
Hyperactivity oo 1 1
Tics 1 oo 1
Sleep disturbances oo . 1
Rocking and head banging o oo .e
Nail biting and picking at
body oo 1 1
Enuresis .o 2 1
Encopresls o o .o
Speech difficulties oo .o 1
Over-eating 1 e e

Poor appetite ae .o .o
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Table XXV Continued, - Cross-classification of
Adjustment Ratings and the Number and Type of Problems
Recorded as Being Presented by the Subjects During the
Autumn of 1955.

Ad justment

Types of Problems Good ¥alr  Poor
Conduct Problems
Lying oo oo 5
Stealing oo 2 L
Truancy
School oo oo 1
Home oe .o 3
Sex problems
Sex play with children .. oo 1l
Masturbation .o .o .o
Promiscuity oo 1 1
Homosexual tendencies .. .o 2
Soclal irresponsibility 1 1 o
Temper tantra 1 .o 2
Hostile aggressive behaviour
Destructiveness oo 1 ﬁ
Defiance and insolence .. 1
Obstinance oe 2 2
Employment instability oo 2 3
Total number of problems 8 31 69

Number of subjects 19 15 10
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cross~clagssification. Since one of the factors considered
in making the ratings of adjustment was the number of
problems the subjects were presenting, it was not surprising
that the subjects who were rated as well adjusted had
relatively few problems, There were only eight problems
noted for these nineteen chlldren. In contrast, there were
sixty-nine problems counted in the records of the ten sub-
jects who were Judged to be poorly adjusted. Thé groun
rated fair were placed between these two extremes.

NMext, it was questioned whether the Agencyis psychi-
atrist had been consulted proportionally more frequently
concerning the more poorly adjusted subjects than the well
adjusted ones, The cross-classification of these data was
presented in Table XXVI. Since the actual frequency of cases
being conferenced and/or seen by the rsychiatrist was small,
the actual cell frequencies were included in the table as
well as the percentages which were calculated from them.
Percentages alone, when calculated from such small frequencies,
micht have been misleading.

It was noted that the psychiatrist had »ersonally
interviewed more than just the poorly adjusted subjects.
More of the noorly adjusted, however, had been seen.
Seventy-five per cent of the well adjusted subjects had
neither been interviewed nor conferenced. A comparison

such as this one, which is based only upon quantitative
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Table XXVI. -~ Creoss-classirication of the
Adjustment Ratings and the Use Made of Psychiatric
Consultation.

Ad justment

Use Made of
Psychiatric Consultation-%gg% %ﬁl% Poor

Neither seen nor confer-
enced 14 75 12 80 L 40

Child's situation con-
ferenced by the social
workers with the
psychiatrist 4 20 3 20 2 20

Child's situation con-
ferenced with the
psychiatrist follow-
ing which the psychi-
atrist interviewed
the child 1 5 o os L 4o

Total 19 100 15 100 10 100
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data does not present the whole nicture. In referring
baclz to the cases, it was noted that the subjects who were
poorly adjusted had been personally interviewed by, or
conferenced with, the psychiatrist because of more serious
rersonality oroblems. The subjects who had been rated
zood and fair in adjustment had been conferenced mainly
because the sozial workers wished guidance regarding the
training and care of the children,.
It had previously been noted that the attitudes
> the subjects' foster parents toward retardation varied,
The guestion was now raised, whether there was any association
between the degree of adjustment of the subjects and the
attitudzs of the foster parents. Consequently, the adjust-
ment ratings were cross-tabulated with the fosfer parents!
attitudes as shovm in Table XXVII, It was noted that the
foster parents of the subjects, whose adjustment had been
rated as good, had all, except one, accepted the child's
retardation in a positive manner, On the other hand, all
of the subJects judged poorly adjusted had foster parents
rtho in one way or another did not accept the child's retardation.
In Tables XXVIII and XXIX, the subjects! adjustment
ratings were cross-classified with their school progress and
their attitudes to school. A much larger proportion of noorly
adjusted subjects showed a slow down in school progress

than the well-adjusted children. As might have been
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Table XXVII. - Adjustment Ratings Cross-classified

with the Foster Parents' Acceptance of the Subjects!

Mental Retardation.

Attitudes of the Foster Parents Adjustment
Toward Retardation %99% %ﬂ%% %9%%

Positive

Complete acceptance of the

child being retarded 8 42 6 40 .. ..

Initial reluctance to ac-

knowledge retardation,

eventually accepted in a

positive manner 9 48 1 7 0 ..
Negative

Rejecting child because

of retardation 1 5 5 33 3 30

Denying the child was

retarded eo  ee 1 T 1 10

Unwilling to comprehend

explanation of retardation .. .. oe oo 3 30
Insufficient data 1 5 2 13 3 30

Total 19 100 15 100 10 100
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Table XXVIII., - Ratings of Adjustment Cross-
Classified with the Subjects! School Progress During
the Perlod That They Were Attending Regular Elementary

School Classes.

Adjustment

School Progress Good alr Poor
N % N 2
Two or more grades behind
age group 11 57 8 53 8 80
Keeping up with age group 6 32 6 40 1 10
Promoted to remain with
age group but unable
to do the work 2 1l 1 7 1 10
Total 19 100 15 100 10 100
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Table XXIX, - Ratlings of AdJustment Cross-
classified with the Attitudes, Recorded by the Social

Workers, Which the Subjects Had Expressed Toward Their

School Experience,

Attitudes of the Subjects  ooq ol pement .
Toward School 7 N %
Positive
Enjoyed school experience 6 31 3 20 .. ee
Ambivalent feelings became
positive after transfer to
an opportunity class 2 1l 1 7 ee oo
Ambivalent feelings became
positive after transfer
to a Jjunior vocational
school 5 26 3 20 1 10
Negative
Anxious and fearful about
school experience 3 16 3 20 4 4o
Dread and hatred of
school ce e 3 20 L 40
Insufficient data 3 16 2 13 1 10
Total 19 100 15 100 10 100

183
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expected, the larger percentage of well-adjusted subjects
held positive attitudes about school 1n contrast to the
almost exclusively negsative attitudes o school held by
the subjects rated poorly adjusted,

2, Adjustment Ratings Compared with the

Psychological Tests

This second section is an examination of the assoc-

iaticn between the findings of the psychologilcal teszts and

the adjustment ratings. Other than the Stanford-Binet,

two nsyenolozical tests were administered, the Vineland

Scale of Social Maturity and the Mental Health Analysis.

Althoiuch not a nsyvchological test in the strict sense,

the Fels Farent Behaviour Rating Scales might also be

classified here., The adjustment ratings were cross-
classified with the findings of These three tests, the

Vineland Scale, the Mental Health Analysis, and the Fels

Scales.

Legociation Petveen the Adjustment Ratings and
Social Tompetency.-- The adjustment ratings based upon
the contents of the case historyv were eramined in comparison
to the distribution of socizl quotients obtained Trom the

administration of the Vineland Scale of Social Maturity.

The mean social quotients were computed for the

subjects whose adjustment had been rated good, fair, and
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roor, These means were, resnectively, 03,42, 86,93, and
81.40. As might have been assumed the subjects who were
rated well adjusted tended to show the reatest depgree nr
snclal competency, while the noorly adjusted showed the
lowest,

Mext came the question whether the differences
between the means were significant. The standard error

of the difference between means was calculated by the

formula:
A 2 ¢ x4 N +N
Ox-X =\/(Qr\r+ Nz—xz ) ( N+.N: )

As noted in Table XXX, a significant difference

was found between the mean social gquotients for subjects

rated good in contrast to those rated poor. The difference
between meaﬁ social quotients for those rated good and

those rated fair‘was extremely close to being significant

at the .05 level. There did not appear to be any signif-
icant difference between the magnitude of the social guotients

received by the subjects rated fair and poor.

Assoclation Between the Adjustment Ratings and the

Mental Health Analysis Scores.--Since adjustment ratings

1Margaret Jarman Hagood and Daniel O. Price,
statistics for Sociologists, New York, Holt, 1952, p. 332,
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Table XXX. -~ Significance of Differences Between

the Mean Social Quotients for the Subjects Rated Good,
Fair, and Poor for Adjustment.

Differ-

Adjust-  Mean ence a t Level of
ment S.Q. Sigma Between & Value Signifi-

Means Oy-x, cance
Good 93.42 8.92

12,02 3.79 3.14 P(.01
Poor 81.40 10.10
Good 93.42 8.92

6.49 3.21 2,02 P).05(.10
Fair 86.93 9.17
Fair 86.93 9.17

5.53 4,06 1.36 P(.20
Poor 81.40 10.10

agstandard error of the difference between means.
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and the dichotomized Mental Health Analysis scores could

be treated as attributes rather than as variables, it was
nlanned that the association between the two sets of values
could be ascertained by entering the data on 2 X 2 tables
and studying contincency. The Mclee punch cards, oa which
the coded data had been transferred, were sorted for high

and low Mental Health Analvsls scores which were then

zross-sorted for zood, fair, and poor adjustment ratings.
Table XZXI reproduced the resultant frequencies in a six cell
contingencyv table., Since one cell value was zero, and
another one only two, contingency could not be reliably
compputed. The possibility of combining two of the adjust-
ment ratinzs wae considered in an attempt to increase the
cell frequencies. Even had the fair ratings of adjustment
be combined with either the good or the poor, one cell
frequency of the resultant fourfold chi sauare table would have
been less than the desired minimum cell frequency
0?2 five, An alternative method of analysis was sought.

It was decided to employ a nonparametric technique.
The Fisher Exact Probability Test was selected, By com-
naring, abt first, only the extremes, that is, the association
between good and poor adjustment and high and low “ental

Fealth Analysis scores, the data were entercd in a fourfold
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Table XXXI. - Cross-classification of
the AdJjustment Ratings and the Mental Health
Analysis Scores.,

Adjustment Mental Health Analysis

Lows High" Bokh
Good .o 19 19
Fair 8 7 15
Poor 8 2 10
Total 16 28 uh

aMental Health Analysis percentile scores
of thirty and lower.

bMental Health Analysis percentile scores
of thirty-one and higher,
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table. The following formula was used to analyze the data:e

_ _(A+B)! (C+D)! (A+G)! (B+D)!
P NI ATRI CIDI

Three tests were made, as shown in Table XXXII.

First, good and poor adjustment ratings were cross-classified
with high and low Mental Health Analysis scores., Next,
it was wondered whether there was any significant association
between good and fair, and then, between fair and poor
ratings. In order to find out, two more calculations were
made as shown in Table XXXII. When the right hand totals
were fifteen or less a "Table of Critical Values of D
(or C) in the Fisher Test"3 was used. This table enabled
one to by-pass the involved computations dealing with
great magnitudes which formulae including factorials entailed.
By using these tables, however, probability values were
not calculated. The researcher was content to use signif-
icance levels rather than the exact values of probability.

A significant association was noted between high

Mental Health Analysis scores and the subjects being rated

as well adjusted, and low Mental Health Analysis scores

and the subjects being rated as poorly adjusted. A signif-

icant dependency was found between those rated on adjustment

2Sidney Slegel, Nonparametric Statistics for the
Behavioral 3ciences, New York, McGraw-Hill, 1956, p. 97.

30p. cit., p. 256-270.
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Table XXXII., - Cross-classification of the Ad-
Jjustment Ratings and the Mental Health Analysis Scores on
Fourfold Tables for the Computation of the Fisher Exact
Probablility Test.

M. H, A,2 Level of
Ad,ju stment Tow Higﬁ Both Signifi-
cance
Good .o 19 19
Poor 8 2 10
Total 8 21 29 .001
Good .o 19 19
Fair 8 7 15
Total 8 26 34 001
Fair 8 T 15
Poor 8 2 100
Total 16 9 25 Not significant
at even the .05
Level.,

@Mental Health Analysis percentile scores of
thirty and lower were classified as low.
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as good and those rated fair when they were cross-classified

with high or low Mental Health Analysis scores. No dependency

was noted between high or low inventory scores and those
who were rated fair or poor for adjustment.
The significant associations between high Mental

Health Analysis scores and the estimates of adjustment

based upon the social workers' records provided a note-

worthy comment concerning the validity of the Mental Health

Analysis, Elementary Series. Needless to say, the ratings

for adjustment had been made without reference to the

inventory scores.

Association Between the Adjustment Ratings and the
Fels Ratings.-- Now that an association had been found
between the adjustment ratings and both the social guotients
and the personality inventory, the next step in integrating
the data was to find out if there were any significant
associations between adjustment ratings and the Fels ratings.

Cnce more the punch cards were referred to for
another run of cross-classifications. This time, the cards
were sorted for the three categories of adjustment. Then
the three piles were in turn sorted for each of the fifteen
degrees on the five Fels clusters. The resulting frequencies

were entered 1n Table XXXIIT.
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Table XXXIII, - Cross-classification of the Ratings

of Adjustment and the Ratings of Forty Subjects on the Five
Fels Clusters.

Adjustment
Fels Ratings Good Falr Poor

N % % N %

Acceptance-rejection

Accepting 11 65 3 20 e o
Casual 6 35 9 60 ve e
Rejecting co o 3 20 8 100
Total 17 100 15 100 8 100
Democracie-auntocsratie
Democratic formulation
of policies 12 70 2 13 e oo
Mixed 2 12 z 60 4 50
Autocratic 3 18 27 4 50
Total 17 100 15 100 8 100
Effectiveness of Regulation
Policy
Effective 8 A4t 6 40 co e
Partial effectiveness 6 35 L o7 3 37
Disciplinary problems 3 18 5 33 5 63
Total 17 100 15 100 8 100
Laxity-restraint
Lax 9 53 4 o7 3 37
Inconsistent 8 47 7 46 2 26
Controlling e e L o7 3 37
Total 17 100 15 100 8 100
Indulgence-nonchalance
Indulgent 11 65 L 27 s ee
Mixed 6 35 10 67 3 37
Nonchalant ce e 1 6 5 63
Total 17 100 15 100 8 100
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The data in this table were scrutinized for the
possibility of analyzing it by studying contingency.

Each of the Fels clusters could be analyzed separately
since the data were on 3 X 3 tables. Unfortunately, the
cell frequencies in many insténces were less than five.
Once again, Fisher's nonparametric technique called the
Exact Probability Test was employed. To use this test
the data had to be entered in fourfold tables. It was
decided to test only the extremes for dependency. That
is to say, to see if there was a significant association,
for example, between subjJects living with warm or rejecting
foster parents and the same subjects having been rated
good or poor for adjustment.

These data were re-arranged in Table XXXIV. Once again
the "Table of Critical Values of D (orC) in the Fisher
Test" was used; no extact probability values were computed,
just levels of significance. It was noted that there were
significant associations between the data entered in each
of these five fourfold tables. It was concluded that the
subjects who had been rated as well adjusted were living
in foster homes where the foster parents were warm and
accepting. These foster parents tended to be rather
indulgent and lax, forming regulation policy in a democratic

manner, by glving the children a voice in making the rules.
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Table XXXIV, - Cross-classification of the Terminal
Categories of the Adjustment Ratings and the Fels Ratings.

Level of
Fels Ratings Ad justment Both Signifi-
Good Poor cance
Acceptance-rejection
Accepting 11 .o 11
Rejecting oo 8 8
Total 11 8 19 .005
Democratic-autocratic
Democratic formu-
lation of policies 12 .o 12
Autocratic 3 4 7
Total 15 4 19 .01
Effectiveness of Regu-
lation Policy
Effective 8 .o 8
Disciplinary problems 3 5 8
Total 11 5 16 .02
Laxity-restraint
Lax 9 3 12
Controlling .o 3 3
Total 9 6 15 .05
Indulgence-nonchalance
Indulgent 11 oo 11
Nonchalant .o 5 5
Total 11l 5 16 .005
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Yet they achleved an effective policy with few disciplinary
problems. On the other hand, the subjects who had been
rated as poorly adjusted were living in substitute homes
where the foster parents were rejecting, nonchalant in their
basic concern for the child, yet controlling in petty ways.
They were autocratic in making rules; disciplinary conflict
was characteristic of these foster home situations.

A second series of cross-classifications were made
to investigate if there was any significant dependency
between the subjects rated good and poor and those rated
fair in terms of the Fels ratings,4 Three significant
differences were noted. There appeared to be a distinct
difference between good adjustment scores and fair adjustment
scores when cross-classified with acceptfing and rejecting
foster parents, and with lax and controlling parents.

There was a distinct difference also between falr adjustment
ratings and poor adjustment ratings when cross-classified
with indulgent and nonchalant foster parents.

Earlier writers had intuitively noted an association
between the parents! acceptance and the retarded child's
adjustment. Grebler, for example, stated that "if a child

is given emotional security by his parents' accepting

MSee Appendix 1, Tables XLV, XLVI.
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attitudes, he will probably develop into a confident stable
personality. If a child experlences non-accepting attitudes
his stability is likely to be disturbed."5 1In 1y4o,

Thorne and Andrews also noted the devastating effect which
parental and social rejection had for retarded children.

Mental defectives are characterized by
craving for affection and conversely,
inability to defend themselves adequately
against rejecting attitudes. Vhen deprived
of love and social acceptance, the emotional
security of the mental defective is serious-
ly threatened and instability develops as
the child struggles to get back the affec-
tion which he has lost or never had.

Lacking the intelligence and other person-
ality resources which enable a normal
person to adjust to the environment, the
mental defective frequently develops un-
desirable personality reactions such as
attention-getting behaviour, uncontrolled
emotionality or aggressiveness in attempt-
ing tg adjust to the threatening environ-
ment.,

The present study findings buttressed statistically the
association which clinical acumen had detected between

these parental attitudes and child adjustment.

Summary
An attempt was made in this chapter to integrate

the data obtained from the case records with the findings of

5Anne Marie Grebler, "Parental Attitudes Toward
Mentally Retarded Children,” American Journal of Mental
Deficiency, Vol. 56, no. 3, January 1952, p. 475.

Frederick C. Thorne and Jean Stewart Andrews, 'un-
worthy Parental Attitudes Toward Mental Defectives," American
Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 50, No. 3, p. 4L2.




ADJUSTMENT RATINGS 197

the psychological tests and rating scales. Before this stage
was reached, however, the ratings of adjustment were compared
with the data abstracted from the narratives, It was found
that these data gave empirical support to the ratings of
adjustment. That is to say, the subjects who were rated as
well adjusted had very few if any active problems. Much
fewer of them were interviewed by the psychiatrist. They
held positive attitudes toward school and more of them

were able to keep pace, at least, in grade .placement at
school with their peers. It was interesting to note that

the children who were rated as well adjusted had predominately
had foster parents who accepted them even

though they were retarded. All the children who were rated
as poorly adjusted had foster parents who were unable to
accept retarded children,

The children who were rated as fair in terms of
adjustment appeared on the above characteristics to be a
middle group between the two extremes. For example, the
well~-adjusted subjects had an awverage of half a problem
per child. The subjects rated falr averaged two problems
per child, in contrast to the seven problems per child of th e
poorly adjusted subjects.

The second sectlon of this chapter was devoted to

a study of the assoclation between the adjustment ratings
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and the findings of the psychological tests and rating
scales. The good adjustment ratings were associated with
high social quotients. Conversely, a dependency existed
between poor adjustment ratings and low social guotients.
There was a significant difference between good and fair
adjustment ratings but not between fair and poor ratings.
There was also a significant association between

Good adjustment ratings and high scores on the Mental Health

Analysis, low scores and poor adjustment ratings. There
was a significant difference between good and fair ratings

when tested for association with high and low Mental Hewulth

Analysis scores. Like the social quotients, there did
not appear to be any significant statistical independence
of the fair and the poor adjustment ratings when cross-
classified with the inventory scores.

The adjustment ratings were signficantly associated
with all of the five Fels clusters. Good adjustment ratings
were associated with foster parents who were accepting,
indulgent, and democratic in their formulation of rules
and policies. Although they might tend to be lax, they
maintained an effective regulation policy.

The fair adjustment ratings, in most cases, did
not appear significantly distinct from the poor adjustment
ratings. It was felt that had the population been larger

a statistical significance might have emerged. 1In one
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situation, however, there was a significant difflerence
between the ralr and the poor ratings. PFailr adjustment
ratings were associated with indulgent Toster parents
while poor ratings were dependent upon nonchalant foster
parents.

In conclusion, 1t might be said that the adjustment
ratings were, figuratively, a vortex surrounded by, related
to, and supported by the data from the case records,
psychological tests, and the rating scales of the foster

parent-child relationship.



CONCLUSION

The quantity of facts amassed in a descriptive
study can impede tThe collation and concise presentation
of the numerous findings. Research questions were orig-
inally formulated when planning this study to avoid the
similar problem, in the data collection stage, of becom-
ing lost in a labyrinthian accumulation of details.

The findings are given their greatest significance when
marshalled as answers to the more significant questions
which sparked the study. Two types of questions were
enumerated in Chapter I. The first type inquired about
the inter-relationships of the psychological tests and
rating scales. The second type was concerned with des-
criptive data about the subjects. A resume of these
descriptive data will be presented first.

The family backgrounds of nearly all the subjects
were scarred by emotional insecurity and financial insta-
bility. About forty per cent of the subjects had been
apprehended and taken into care because of parental
neglect. Sixty per cent ol the children were admitted to
care on the request of their parents because of their
inability to look after them adequately. Almost half

of the subjects had been born out of wedlock. Mental
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retardation and limited schooling were almost universal
characteristics of the parents. The evidence indicated
That the general level of mental ability of the parents
was, like their children, below the dull-normal level.

The average age of the subjects when admitted
To care was about five years. When the study was made,
they had spent an average of ten years in care, seven
of which were spent in their last foster homes.

Over the years the fluctuation of their intelli-
gence quotients, above and below the borderline range,
was minimal. Even the toddlers who were given tests for
infants were predominantly assessed as borderline.
Although thirty-two per cent of the subjects were con-
ferenced wlth the Agency's consulting psychiatrist, very
little use was made of treatment or remedial services
apart from the Agency.

Very few of the foster parents were able to
detect retardation before the subjects started to school.
Those who did, noted slowness in learning to talk and in
acquiring motor skills. Over thirty per cent of the
foster parents refused to accept the teenagers as being retarded.

A review of school experilences revealed that the

subjects on the average went as far as grade six in the
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regular elementary school system before being transferred
to opportunity classes or junior vocational schools.
Only twenty per cent reached grade eight. One-quarter
of the subjects had been transferred to opportunity classes
and one-half to junior vocational schools. Those whose
school progress was not noticeably retarded held more
positive attitudes toward their school experiences, Almost
forty per cent of the subjects, including those promoted
beyond their ability, had a deep-seated dislike or fear
of school. All of the fifteen subjects who were self-
supporting had stopped attending day school between sixteen
and seventeen years of age. Job turn-over was very great
for these subjects. Most found employment as labourers,
factory workers, or minlor clerical workers.

The findings from the six questions dealing with
the inter-relationship of the psychological tests and rating
scales will be reviewed in relation to each one of these
questions. Originally enumerated in Chapter I, these questions
provided the evidence by which the tenablility of the major
proposition of the thesis was examined.

The first question asked whether there was empirical
evidence to support the social workers belief that the
subjects had a greater range of soclial competency than of

mental ability. The study findings substantiated this
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impression. Many of these subjects had attained a normal
degree of social competency for their age despite border-
line mental ability.

The second question in guired whether the subjects
with higher intelligence quotients saw themselves as better
off in terms of adjustment. It was thought worthwhile,
when studying a group with subnormal intelligence, to
examine whether even a slight increase in ability, and
presumably concomitant ability to handle one's environment
would be related to one's self-assessment of adjustment.

No significant relationship of this nature was noted.

The third question investigated whether the subjects,
whom others assessed to be functioning at a socially more
mature level, also rated themselves higher on the self-
administered adjustment inventory. No significant relation-
ship was found between high scores on the inventory and high
social quotients.

The fourth question was formulated as follows:
was there a significant association between the nature of
the foster parent-child relationship as evaluated by the

Fels Parent Behaviour Rating Scales and fluctuations of

(1) intelligence quotients, (2) social quotients, (3) the
scores of the adjustment inventory? No relationship was
found between the type of foster parent-child relationship

and fluctuations of intelligence quotients. In reviewing
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the literature, it was noted that several studies had con-
cluded that there was a relationship between a congenial

and stimulating family environment and an increase in
intelligence quotients, especially for children dlagnosed

as endogenous mental defectives. In the present study

there was evidence to support classification of the subjects
as endogenous borderline defectives. Foster parent relation-
ships with the subjects varied greatly from warm, stimulating,
encouraging relationships to rejecting, nonchalant, suppres-
sive ones., Still there appeared to be no significant
relationship for the study population between higher
borderline intelligence quotients and being reared in a

more positive home setting. It must be recognized, however,
that an intelligence quotient range of only ten points

might not be of a large enough magnitude to reveal a sig-
nificant association between variations in the foster parent
relationship and an increase or decrease of intelligence
quotients.

A highly significant finding of the study was that
fluctuations of social quotients and of the adjustment
inventory scores were dependent upon variations in the
foster parent-child relationship.

A1l the subjects tended to receive lower social

quotlents when they were living with rejecting, nonchalant,
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or controlling foster parents, When the foster parents

were warm énd affectionate in theilr manner toward the ad-
olescents and were accepting in their abttitudes, these
subjects saw themselves as much better off in terms of
mental health and social adjustment. When the foster parents
did not accept the child as being mentally limited, the
subjects received low inventory scores.

When the foster parents encouraged a democratic
formulation of regulations, high inventory scores were noted
for all subjects. The adolescents apparently felt much
better abéut having a say in what the rules governing their
conduct were to be, but there was no companion acceleration
of social maturity. By way of contrast, the inconsistent
formulation of policy by foster parents was associated with
a lowering of social quotients for dependent, in contrast
to, self-supporting subjects. When the foster parents were
autocratic in this area, all subjects rated themselves
much lower on the inventory. If the foster parents dictated
what the children were to do, the children perhaps felt
less adequate and rated themselves lower on the adjustment
inventory.

The fifth question was formulated as follows:
was there any association between the ratings of adjustment
based upon the case record material and (1) the foster

parents! acceptance of the subjects! retardatlon,
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(2) fluctuations of social quotients; (3) the nature of
the foster parent-child relationship?

Highly significant associations were found for
these three comparisons. When the adjustment ratings were
cross-tabulated with the foster parents'! attitudes it was
noted that the foster parents of the subjects, whose adjust-
ment had been rated as good, accepted the children's
retardation in a positive manner. On the other hand, all
the subjects adjudged poorly adjusted had foster parents
who in one way or another did not accept their retardation.
The good adjustment ratings were associated with high social
gquotients. Conversely, a dependency existed between poor
adjustment ratings and low social guotients.

Adjustment ratings were associated with all of the
five Fels clusters. Good adjustment ratings were associated
with Toster parents who were accepting, indulgent, and
democratic in the formulation of rules and policies.
Although they might tend to be lax, they maintained
an effective regulation policy.

The fair adjustment ratings, in most cases, did
not appear significantly distinct from the poor adjustment
ratings. 1t was felt that had the population been larger
a statistically significant difference might have been found.

The sixth question asked if there was any association

between the ratings of adjustment based upon the case record
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material and the scores on the self-administered adjustment
inventory. The significant association which was found
provided a noteworthy comment concerning the validity of

The Mental Health Analysis, Elementary Series.

The main proposition of the thesis stated that
there was a significant association between the nature of
the foster parent-child relationship for adolescent border-
line defectives and(l) their total adjustment and (2)
their level of social maturity. The evidence which was
found to answer the foregoing six questions substantiated
this proposition. Total adjustment was adjudged from the
evidence in the case records of the subjects' freedom from
problems, their adaptation to Their foster home settings,
the adequacy of their social relationships, and their
progress at school or at work.

As the answer to question five noted, the subjects
whose total adjustment was rated as good had foster
parents who were accepting to the point of sometimes appear-
ing indulgent. They were democratic in their formulation
of rules and policies. Although they tended to be lax,
they maintalned effective control over the subjects.

These foster parents were able To accept in a positive
manner that the children were retarded. In contrast, the
teenagers whose total adjustment had been rated as poor

had foster parents who were rejecting, autocratic, and
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controlling, The data collected under guestion five

indicated that the development of soclal maturity was
definitely depressed when subjects were living with re-
Jecting, nonchalant, or controlling foster parents.

It was also noted that the subjects who were rated as

well adjusted showed the greatest degree of social com-
petency or maturity, while the poorly adjusted showed the low-
est.

The findings of this study spotlighted the need
Tor very careful selection and close supervision of foster
homes caring for adolescent borderline defectives. It
appeared that foster parents, like natural parents, had
difficulty in accepting retardation. The overall adjust-
ment and development of foster children was closely assoc-
iated with the attitudes and behaviour of their foster
parents.

In conclusion, a note of caution--when an assoc-
iation was sald to exist between two conditions, it was
meant that the two conditions were found to be present at
the same time for the study population. It did not mean
that there was a cause-effect relationship between the two
states. The focus of this descriptive study did not

include a study of causal relationships as an experimental
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approach might have attempted. Now that the problem area
has been surveyed and significant associations noted,

hypotheses may be formulated for experimentally controlled

studies.
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- Of use in the development of the criteria by which
the present subjects were rated for adjustment.
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records in this study.

Grebler, Anne Marile, "Parental Attitudes Toward
Mentally Retarded Children," American Journal of Mental
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Hunt, J. McV., "A Social Agency as a Setting for
Research--The Institute of Welfare Research," Journal of
Consultlng Psychology, Vol. 13, No. 2, Aprll 1949,

. 69-81
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July 1950, p. ©60-89.
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Kelman, Howard R., "Parent Guidance in a Clinic
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Explanation of the role of the social worker in a
clinic for mentally retarded children. Stresses the import-
ance of parental guidance aiming to train the parents to
train the children. Mentions the cathartic outlet which
parent discussion groups serve,
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Lavalli, Alice, and Mary Levine, "Social and Guid-
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Through Sociodramas,"” American Journal of Mental Deficiency,
Vol. 58, No, 4, April 1954, p. H4A4-55Z,
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Lawrence, krnest 3., "Social Adjustment: An Area
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Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 58, No. 3, January 1954,
p. 500-505.
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Laycock, Sam R., "“Adjustments of Superior and
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Vol. 4, No. 3, fugust 1933, p. 353-300.
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Lazarsfeld, Paul F., and W. S. Robinson, "The
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Psychology, Vol. 24, No. 6, December 1940, p. §17-825.

A thought provoking article of value when planning
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vi-134 p.
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Lewis, I, P., and A, Mildred Jeffrey, "Ross Cottage--
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Vol. 49, Wo. 3, January 1945, p. 3((-302.
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Quotient and the Social Quotient,” American Journal of
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Orthopsychiatry, Vol. 12, No. 1, January 1942, p. lok-114.

A comparative analysis of I.Q.'s and S.Q.'s for
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ing social competency and hence had higher 5.Q.'s. Believed
That children with higher I.Q.'s over-emphasized their
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Mangus, A. R., "kEffects of Mental and Educational
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American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 55, No. 2,
october 1950, p. 208-Z12.
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McLachlan, D. Gilmour, "Emotional Aspects of the
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Vol. 60, No., 2, October 1955, p. 323-330.
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llorris, Elise F., "Casework Training Needs for
Counselling Parents of the Retarded," American Journal of
i'ental Deficiency, Vol. 59, No. 3, January 1955, p. 510-516,.
Discussion of the belief that a place can and should
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Murphy, Miles, "The Social Adjustment of the
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consulting Psychology, Vol. 2, No. 6, November-December
1938, p. 169-175.
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bresented, ¢Of the cases studied only a few had attalned
Social competency aléng with physical maturlty.
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Neville, Floyd, Foster Home Placement for Intellect-
ually Retarded Children, unpublished Mastert!s thesis,
?ghool of Social Work, St. Patrick's College, 1953, iii-

p.
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in High-grade Male Defectives," Journal of Neurology,
Meurosurgery and Psychiatry, Vol. 14, No. 3, August 1951,

p. 220-230.

One hundred and four high grade adolescent defective
boys living in a hospital were tested with cognitive,
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Ordahl, George, et al., "The Social Competency
of High-grade Mental Defectives Determined by Self-report,"
American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. K8, No. 4,
Lpril 1044, p. 3067-373.
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administration of the Vineland Social Maturity Scale to
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Paddle, K. C. L., "Some Observations on the High
Grade Unstable Mental Defective," American Journal of
lMental Deficiency, Vol. 51, No. 4,  April 1947, p. 65L-659.

Factors underlying instability in retardates are
discussed including failure to control instictive urges
and inability to organize sentiments effectively. Of
value for insight into the problem behaviour presented
by the study group.

Pearson, Gerald H. J., "The Psychopathology of
Mental Defect," The Nervous Child, Vol, 2, No. 1, October
1942, p. 9-20.

A review of what is known about the structure of
the total personality of the mentally defective person
and how this total personality structure affects his
interpersonal relationships. The psychoanalytically oriented
author concludes that the main defect lies in the structure
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of the ego with a resultant defect in the structue of tThe
superego. The 1d 1is usually intact. The greater the
degree of intellectual defect, the less 1s the degree ol
self-critical faculy in the ego. Of value for its succinct
statement of the psychoanalytic interpretation of mental
deficiency.

Popp, Cleo E., Vivien Ingram, and Paul H. Jordan,
"Helping Parents Understand Their Mentally Handicapped
Child," American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 58,

No. 4, April 1954, p. 530-53%,

The use which can be made of group dilscussions
with parents for exploration and expression of their
attitudes and problems related to the rearing of retarded
children. The article contains an enumeration of the topics
which were brought up for discussion in one series of meetings.

Preston, Malcolm G., Emily Hartshorne Mudd, William
L. Peltz, and Hazel B. Froscher, "An Experimental Study
of a Method for Abstracting the Content of Social Case
Records," Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology, Vol. 45,
No., 4, October 1950, p. 628-bl40.

A comprehensive account of the construction of a
schedule for collecting data from case records reliably.
The procedure described was helpful when designing the
Case Analysis Schedule in the present study.

Rich Gilbert J., “The Borderline Defective in the
Community,” American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 4o,
Mo. 2, October 1941, p. 202-207.

A very useful article. One of the few which is focus-
ed on the difficulties faced by the child of borderline
ability at home and at school. It i1s primarily concerned
with the lack of facilities for and understanding of these
children who stand midway between the normal and the feeble-
minded.

Rosen, Leonard, "Selected Aspects in the Development
of the Mother's Understanding of Her Mentally Retarded
Child," American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 59,

No. 3, January 1955, p. 522-520.

A systematic survey based upon observatlions and
reactions of mothers concerning their mentally retarded
children. Discusses the following stages of understanding:
the phases of awareness, recognition, seeklng for the cause,
seeking for the solution, and acceptance.
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Ruzicka, Willlam J., "A DProposed Role for the
School Psychologist; Counseling Parents of Mentally
Retarded Children," American Journal of Mental Deficiency,
Vol., 62, No. 5, March 1958, p. 897-90%&,

viscusses the help which a school psychologlst is
able to render to the parents of mentally retarded children.
Of value because of the concrete suggestions provided and
the review of literature on this topic. The discussion is
relative to the role of the Agency psychologist'!s function
of interpreting mental limitation to foster parents.

Sarason, Seymour B., Psychological Problems in
Mental Deficiency, New York, Harper, 1949, x-300 p.

A modern classic in the field. Unfortunately very
little space is devoted to the borderlander other than
the chapter “Garden-variety Mental Deficiency.” Of value
for its thorough discussion of the criteria of mental
deficiency and the review of the literature.

Scher, Bernhard, "Help to Parents: An Integral
Part or Service to the Retarded Child," American Journal
of lMental Deficiency, Vol. 60, No. 1, July 1955, p. 160-
175,

Discusses the social worker's role in helping
parents accept the child's handicap in a positive manner
and considers the impact which their attitudes have upon
the child's attitude toward his own situation. Of value
especially for the discussion of handling the guilt feelings
of parents.

schonell, Fred J., and B, H., Vatts, "A First Survey
of the Effects of a Subnormal Child on the Family Unit,"
American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 61, No, 1,

July 1950, p. 210-219.

Assesses the extent to which a subnormal child
influences a family unit and the particular ways family
1ife is affected. Of value for its discussion of the
signals by which mothers detected retardation in their
children's development.

Skeels, Harold M., “"Mental Development of Children
in Foster homes,"” Journal of Consulting Psychology, Vol. 2,
Ho. 2, March-April 1935, p. 33-43.

A study of 147 children placed in foster homes
under six months of age. It was noted that the socio-
economic level of the foster parents! homes was much above
that of the natural parents! homes. The mental level of
the subjects was later noted to be much higher than would
have been expected for children coming from the educational,
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socio-economic, and occupational level represented by the
true parents. A zero correlation was obtained between

the childrent's I.Q.'s and the true mothers! I.Q.'s, Of
value as an early study supporting the notion that endogen-
ous mental deficiency is a non-inherited depression of
mental level through lack of environmental stimulation.

Sloan, William, "Mental Deficiency as a Sympton
of Personality Disturbance,” American Journal of Mental
Deficiency, Vol. 52, No. 1, July 1947, p. 31-30.

Concerned with the possibility of certain personality
disturbances being mistaken for mental deficiency. Mentions
particularly the possibility of retardation being caused
by a lack of early stimulation by what Margaret Ribble
would call "psychological mothering."” From an analysis
of Rorschach findings, he concluded that personality dis-
furbances were present for the borderline subjects and
presumed that they might be a manifestation of mental
deficiency. Introductory remarks were of more use than
the study itself, the conclusions of which were tentative.

-------- and Richard A, Cutts, “Test Patterns of
Mental Defectives on the Revised Stanford-Binet Scale,”
American Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 51, No. 3,
January 19047, p. 394-390.

A study which attempted to determine the relative
difficulty of items in the Revised Stanford-Binet ocale,
for mental defectives, Divided the items between those
which were “hard" and those which were "easy."

Slutzky, Jacob Eli, Psychometric and Projective
Test Patterns of Children with Varying Degrees of Subnormal
Tntelligence, unpublished doctoral dissertation, Depart-
ment of Psychology, Yeshiva University, June 1954, viii-140 p.

A study of test patterns to seek relationship
between subnormal intellect and personality structure.
Analyses Binet subtests. Discusses the personality char-
acteristics of defectives. Thesis is introduced by a good
review of the literature in this area.

Strauss, A, A,, "Typology in Mental Deficiency,
Its Clinlcal, Psychological, and Educational Implications,"
The Journal of Psycho-asthenics, Vol. 44, No. 1, June 1939,

. 85—90"

P Focused upon a comprehensive explanation of exo-
genous and endogenous mental deficiency of borderline and
moron levels., Reviews the etiological explanations put
forth for each type. It should be noted that Strauss and
later writers use these terms in the direct reverse ol
Tredgold's useage.
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Teska, Percy T., "Some Problems in the Adjustment
of the Mentally Handicapped," Journal of Consulting Psychol-
ogy, Vol. 11, No. 5, September-October 1947, p. 270-200.

A succinct article although covering the same
material as many other articles is noteworthy for its
straightforward discussion of the primary factors that
stand in the way of the good adjustment of the subnormal.

Thomas, E. Thelbert, "Famlily Care,” American Journal
of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 60, No. 3, January 1956, p. 015~
019.

A survey of United States and Canadian institutions
which have programs of paid foster home care for patients
on their extra-mural care rolls. Value is limited because
there is no statement of the advantages and problems con-
nected with this type of care.

Thompson, Clare Wright and Ann Magaret, "Differential
Test Responses of Normal and Mental Defectives,' The Journal
of Abnormal and Social Psychology, Vol. 42, No. 3, July
1947, p. 205-293.

A comparison of the responses of 441 defectives
on Torm L ol the 1937 Stanford-Binet compared with the
responses of 1,326 members of the standardization group
with like mental ages. Considerable doubt was cast upon
the cormon belief that defective subjects are superior
in rote memory items.

Thorne, Federick C., and Jean otewart Andrews,
“Unworthy Parental Attitudes Toward Mental Defectives,”
American Journal of Mental Defiliciency, Vol. 50, lo. 3,
January 1946, p. 41l1-410.

Reports the results of a study of parental attitudes
toward institutionalized mental defectives. Stresses the
great craving which the defective has for affection and
their inability to defend themselves adequately against
rejecting attitudes. Of value when related to the reject-
ing attitude of the foster parents.

Tizard, J. and N, Of'Connor, "The Employability of
High-grade Mental Defectives," American Journal of Mental
Deficiency, Part I appeared in Vol. 5L, No. 4, April 1950,
D. 563-570, Part II appeared in Vol. 55, No. 1, July 1950,
p. 144-157.

A comprenenslive review of studies which have been
made of factors bearing on the employabllity of high-grade
defectives. Records the findings from studies of the ad-
justment of defectives in the armed servies. Useful
discussion of Binet mental age thresholds for various
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occupations. Discusses characteristics of temperament
which are of primary importance regarding employability.
Contains a very useful bibliography.

Toronto, The Municipality of Metrepolitan Toronto,
Aeport Upon a Proposed Realignment of the Jurisdiction of
the Children's Aid Societies Operating Within The Metropol-
itan Toronto Area, Toronto, 1956, xxiv-303 p.

A comprehensive comparative study of the structure
and function of the Children's Aid and Infants'! Homes of
Toronto, the Catholic Childrents Aid Society of Toronto,
and the York County Children's Aid Society. Supplements
the discussion on the research setting.

Tredgold, A. F., and R. F. Tredgold, A Text-bool:
of Mental Deficiency, Baltimore, Williams and Wilkins,
1952, xvi-545 p.

The eighth edition of an early classic in the lield.
Tor the present study, the introductory chapters provide
nistorical perspective. The chapter, ‘educational Defect
and Disability," rewritftem for this edition is most relative
to the present study. Its brevity, however, limits its value,

Valker, Gale H., "Soclal and Emotional Problems
£ the lentally Retarded Child," American Journal of
I'ental Deficiency, Vol. 55, No. 1, July 1950, p. 132-138.

A valuable straight-forward recognition of communal
and parental attitudes toward mental retardation. Of value
in understanding the dynamics of foster parent rejection
of borderlanders.

Wardell, Yinlfred, "The Mentally Retarded in Family
and Community,"” American Journal of Mental Deficiency,
Jol. 57, No. 2, October 1952, p, 229-242,
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Table XXXV. - Frequency Distribution
of the Ages of the Subjects in December 1955,
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Table XXXVI, - Frequency Distribution

APPENDIX 1

of the Ages at Which the Subjects Were Ad-

mitted to Care.
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Table XXXVII, - Frequency Distribution
of the Length of Time Which the SubJjects Had
Been in Care on December 31, 1955,

Length of Time

in Care Frequency
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Table XXXVIII. - Frequency Distribution

APPENDIX

1

of the Number of Foster Home Placements the
Subjects Had While in Care.
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Table XXXIX. - Frequency Distribution
of the Length of Time Which the Forty Sub-
jects Rated on the Fels Parent Behaviour
gating Scales Spent 1In Their Last Foster

omes.,

Number of Years

in Last Foster Home Frequency
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Table XL, - Frequency Distribution of
the Durations of Twenty-nine Placements Which
Nineteen of the Subjects Had Had in an Agency

APPENDIX 1

Maintained Institution.
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Table XLI. - Frequency Distribution of
Intelligence Quotients Received by the Study
Population Through the Administration of the
Standard-Binet, Form M.

Intelligence

Quotients Frequency
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Table XLII. - Frequency Distributlon of Soclal
Quotlents Recelved by the Study Population Through the
Administration of the Vineland Scale of Social Maturity.
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Table XLIII, - Frequency Distributlon of
the Number of Stanford-Binets Administered by
the Psychology Department While the Subjects
Were 1in Care.

Number of Bilnets

Administered Frequency
1 coeescsecsssscscscssn 2
2 eeesccoesssssecssson T
6 cesceceeescsssscesne 10
7 cocesssescvessssaces 3
8 0seccseccscosecesace 1




Table XLIV. - Frequency Distribution of the

APPENDIX 1

Age at Which the Subjects Started Grade One.
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Table XLV, - Cross-classification of the Terminal
Categories of the Fels Ratings with the Falr and Poor
Ratings for Adjustment.

Level of
Ad justment
Fels Ratings Fair Poor Both Siﬁgifi-
Acceptance-rejection
Accepting 3 .o 3
Rejecting 3 8 11 Not quite
significant
Total 8 14 at .05
Democratic-autocratic
Democratic formu-
lation of policies 2 oo 2
Autocratic L 4 8 Not
signifi-
Total L 10 cant
Effectiveness of Regu-
lation Policy
Effective 6 .e 6
Disciplinary problems 5 5 10 Not
signifi-
Total 11 5 16 cant
Laxity-restraint
Lax L 3 7
Controlling L T Not
signifi-
Total 8 6 14 cant
Indulgence-monchalance
Indulgent L oo L
Nonchalant 1 5 6 ,02
5 10

Total 5
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Table XLVI, - Cross-classification of the Terminal
Categories of the Fels Ratings with the Good and Fair
Ratings for Adjustment.

Level of
Fels Ratings Adjustment Both Signifi-
Good Fair cance
Acceptance-rejection
Accepting 11 3 14
Rejecting oo 3 3
Total 11 6 17 .05
Democratic-autocratic
Democratic formu- 12 2 14
lation of policiles
Autocratic 3 L T Not
signifi-
Total 15 6 21 cant
Effectiveness of Regu-
lation Policy
Effective 8 6 14
Disciplinary problems 3 5 8 Not
signifi-
Total 11 11 22 cant
Laxity-restraint
Lax 9 4 13
Controlling .o L L
Total 9 8 17 .05
Indulgence~nonchalance
Indulgent 11 L 15
Nonchalant .o 1 1 Not
signifi-

Total 11 5 16 cant
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CASE STUDIES

Three case histories were prepared to illustrate
"in flesh and blood" the three degrees of adjustment--good,
fair, and poor. The narratives have been condensed; the
histories which are included are summaries of the content
in the case records, not the actual narratives. In order
to preserve the confidentiality of the records and the
anonymity of the clients, pseudonyms have been used for
the children and the foster parents.

The first case summary is of Sandra MacDonald.
Sandra was rated "good" on the assessement of adjustment
based upon the material in her record. The reason for this
rating is given in the commentary following the case history.

Sandra MacDonald came into care when she
was seven months old. Her mother, Miss MacDonald
was a patient in an Ontario Hospital when Sandra
was born., Miss MacDonald was twenty-nine years old
at this time., It appeared that she had not been
coomitted to the hospital because of mental illness
but rather because of belng mentally defective.
Miss MacDonald was so promiscuous and otherwlse
socially irresponsible that her parents were unable
to protect her and sought instifutional care for

her.,

When Sandra was born, Miss MacDonaldt!s
parents refused to have anything to do with her.
With the assistance of the hospital staff, Miss
MacDonald requested permanent placement for her
baby with the Infants'! Homes of Toronto. When
Sandy turned three, her supervision was transferred
from the Infants' Homes to the Chlildren's Aid
Soclety of Toronto, as was thelr practice before

the two agencies merged in 1951,
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Health History.-- Sandra's health had
always been exceptlonally good. She was born with
a dislocated hip. The record mentioned that her
hip appeared to correct itself shortly after birth.
It never gave her any trouble since then. Sandra
was an attractive child, always somewhat large for
her age. At the time of the study she had Just
passed her fifteenth birthday. She was a tall,
pleasant appearing, energetic teenager.,

There was very little in the record about
her early development other than a reference that
it was not noticeably slow, She was feeding herself
by the time she was two years old. Her foster
parents dld not suspect that she was retarded while
she was a pre-~schooler.

Psychological Report.-- Sandy was gliven
six Stanford-Binets while in care. These were
administered when she was four, five, six and a
half, nine and a half, thirteen and a half, and
fifteen years old. Her ability was consistently
assessed as borderline., When she was under the
supervision of the Infants! Homes she was tested
at the Mental Hygiene Cllnlc. She was two years
and eleven months at that time; her intelligence
quotient was given as seventy-seven. No other
psychological tests were administered. She was
never seen by, nor her situation conferenced with,
the Agency psychiatrist.

Foster Home History.-- Sandy had only one
foster home since she came into care. Both Mr,
and Mrs, Malcolm were warm, friendly people. Mrs,
Malcolm was an intelligent, understanding, and
sensitive person., Over the years, several of the
soclal workers had commented that she was very even
in disposition. She had always worked well with
the Agency. Visits, however, tended to be infrequent
because Sandy seemed to be getting along so well
and there were not any problems., Mrs. Malcolm always
kept in mind things concerning Sandy's progress
which she felt would be of interest to the social
workers when they did call.

Mr. Malcolm was a large, genial man, The
social workers remarked that he tended to be shy
in a most attractive manner., He was very fond of
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Sandy and the three of them shared a number of
family activities. Sandy was the only child in
the home, She used the Malcolm's surname instead
of her own. She was considered a "charter member"
of the family and accompanied the Malcolm!s on all
trips and vacations.

There were frequent statements, in both
the narrative record of the social workers and in
the psychological appraisal, that Sandy appeared
to be well adjusted in the Malcolm home. Both
foster parents had a great deal of affection for
her and were sincerely interested in her development.

The Malcolm's did not realize that Sandra
was retarded until she was attending school. Mr,
Malcolm spent a great deal of time helping her with
arithmetic, her poor subject. Even by the time
she was twelve and only in grade five, they still
hoped that she would turn out to be normal. Sandy
always liked school even though her progress was
slow. The Malcolm's were always lavish with their
praise when she did well on a project or a test.

When Sandy was thirteen the soclial worker
and the principal consolidated their efforts to
interprete the nature of Sandy's retardation to the
foster parents. The Malcolm's came to accept and
feel comfortable with the fact that Sandy would
always be slower than other chlldren her own age.
Their warmth and affectlon for the child did not
change. After accepting her limitations, they were
instrumental in helping the child accept her slowness.
They were able to help her compensate in vocational
and recreational activities and pointed out frequently
that all people were different and excelled in dif-
ferent things. Sandy was active in church clubs
and programs and derived satisfaction from community
social activies.

School History.-- Sandra did not start to
kindergarten until she was six. She was one year
behind her age group as a result. She passed every
grade until grade six which she faliled, She repeated
this grade and only passed it with difficulty and a
great deal of extra work. The principal at her
school was very lnterested in her progress. He was
aware that she was retarded and instructed her teachers
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to be patient with her and to give her ample recog-
nition for every inch of progress which she made.

After carefully discussing Sandra‘'s capabil-
ities and limitations with Mrs., Malcolm, the prin-
cipal advised that Sandy be enrolled at a Junior
vocational school. Mrs. Malcolm was very active
in these plans. She went to inspect the school
suggested and to discuss the type of special train-
ing which was supposed to be provided. Sandy was
finally transferred after her second year in grade
six.

Sandy immediately liked the vocational courses
and enjoyed- the extra-curricular activities, especially
swimming and bowling. Mrs. Malcolm was so thankful
that she had allowed Sandy to change schools when
she saw her blossom out. She, in fact, became so
interested in the type of training which Sandy was
receiving that she joined the Parent Teachers!?
Association at the school and became a very active
member,

Mrs. Malcolm had hoped that Sandra might be
able to go to a regular commercilal high school.
She was able to scale down her ambitions for the
child and recognize that Sandy could become self-
supporting eventually, as a result of the training
she was receiving at the junior vocational school,
Their main hope for Sandy was that she would be
happy and a useful member of the community regardless
of the significance or insignificance of her job.

Personality and Behaviour.-- The record
contained no reference to any problems. Sandy was
described as a happy and polite, noisy but obedient
child. On the whole, she was good-natured, co-
operative, and energetic. She always got along well
with other children. She enjoyed active games with
other girls and had a great number of friends.

Her retardation didn't seem to affect her relation-
ship with other children. She was regarded as an
honest, reliable, cooperative member of the neigh-
bourhood.

Sandra was rated "good" or well adjusted for the

following reasons. There was no mention in the record of
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any serious behaviour or personality problems. Social de-
velopment was good in that Sandra made friends easily and
enjoyed active participation in both team games and neigh-
bourhood functions. She engaged pleasurably in work and
activities within her capaclity. She had positive attitudes
towards school even though her progress was slow. She liked
school and was doing good work at the Junior vocational
school,

Sandra appeared to be getting along very well in
the Malcolm home. She was considered an integral member
of the family. She elected to use her foster parents!
surname indicating her willingness to accept substitute
parents., There was no problem of discipldne.

Sandra received a soclal quotient of ninty-five on

the Vineland Scale of Social Maturity. Her percentile

score was sixty on the Mental Health Analysis inventory.

The Malcolm's were rated on the Fels Scales as warm and
accepting in thelr relatlonshlp with the child. Regulation
policies were formed in a democratic manner with Sandra
being consulted and being able to voice her opinions,
Regulation policy was effective according to the Fels

ratings.

The Second Case.-- The second case summary is of

Edith Brown who was rated "falr" on the adjustment scale.



APPENDIX 2 246

Edith Brown was four years old when
her mother asked the Children's Aid to take
care of her four children, At the time of the
study, Edith was fifteen years old.

Family Background.-- Mrs, Brown was
only seventeen when she married Mervin Brown.
Her husband was twenty-three at the time,
Both were mentally limited. Mervin was reported
as being a moron., During adolescence he had
spent several years in an Ontario Hospital
School. He was reported to be very chlildish,
a poor provlider, and abusive with his wife.
Enuresis was a problem which carried over into
adult life with him,

There was not too much in the record
about Mildred Brown, the child!'s mother. She
appeared to be defective. She left school when
she was sixteen, although, only in grade four
at the time. She worked in a factory for a
year before she got married. The Brown's had
four children. Edith was the third child.

This case was open elight months before
the children were taken into care. At the
beginning there were complaints about Mr. Brown
mbusing his wife especially when he was drunk.
He was placed on suspended sentence once when
charged by his wife with assault. Mrs. Brown
started to leave the home for prolonged periods
at which time the children would be left in the
most inadequate care of their father. Finally
the children were apprehended because of parental
neglect. Mrs. Brown appeared disinterested in
her children and thought that placement was the
best plan for them, After Edith was made a
ward, her mother visited her only once. Mrs.
Brown later became excessively interested in
religion. When she started to experience relig-
ious delusions she was admltted to an Ontario
Hospital.

Mr, Brown manifested no interest in the
children after they came into care.
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Health History.-- There is no datum in
the record of Edith's early development. At
the time of the study, she was described as not
a strong girl., She tired easily. She was rather
frall lookling, awkward and colourless in appear-
ance, To look at, she was not a very pre-
possessing girl, tending to be a shy, gauche
child with a backward, hesitant manner., She
looked younger than her age. He speech was
indistinct and nasal. Although, she had had a
congenital heart murmur since an early age, it
was not considered serious. This heart murmur
did not incapacitate her, but she did seem
conscious of her condition as a defect.

Psychological Report.-- While in care,
Edith was tested five tlimes with the Stanford-
Binet at approximately two year intervals.
The range of these intelligence quotients was
very narrow, from seventy-four to seventy -six.
No other tests was administered. Her situation
was conferenced with the Agency psychiatrist
concerning the advisability of requesting
training for Edith at an Ontario Hospital School.

Foster Home History.-- After Edith came
into care she was placed in the Randolph foster
home., She stayed there for only four months.
Mrs. Randolph asked that she be removed because
she was having dlfficulty in keeping her from
wandering out of the back yard and onto a busy
street.

Edith was placed in the Agency's Shelter
for five months before another home could be
found., She was then placed with the Sloan's,
She was then five. At the time of the study,
she had been with the Sloan's for ten years,

The Sloan's were both elderly, Mrs.
Sloan being probably well into her sixties and
her husband older. Thelr home was of lower
middle class status in a rather isolated rural
location. The foster home had six children in
all, with intellligence quotients of seventy-six
or lower. Edith was the second eldest and by
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far the most responsible. The Sloant's gave

Edith constant and close supervision; she had
little knowledge of the world. Her social worker
recorded that Edith would continue to need
careful supervision for some time to come. The
Sloan's were considered kind and warm-hearted
folk who were lax and patient with children.
Since thelr standards were not too high, the
Agency had frequently used their home for re-
tarded children.

School History.-- Edith was almost
seven when she started to a rural school. She
failed grade one and had to repeat it. There-
after, she was promoted at the end of each
academic year, not because she had mastered the
work, but because the principal thought it better
for her morale., After grade five, at fourteen
years of age, she was transferred to the senior
opportunity class in the school. She was no
problem in the classroom, doing what she was
told but her progress came to a standstill.
She lacked interest 1ln the work and took no
pride in any accomplishments. She put no effort
into doing things well, even little jobs. She
was described by her teachers as having medlocre
ability and a poor and short attention span.
She was very easlly dlstracted by others in
whatever task she was doing. Despite her hand-
icaps, it was felt that she could be trained
to do routine jobs under close supervision.
Her principal reported that she was surprisingly
reliable about messages, answering the telephone
and other practical tasks.

Personallity and Behaviour.--~ Edith was
a dependent and immature girl., She had needed
and led a sheltered, conforming life. She was
neat about her person although plain in appear-
ance, She was usually obedient and amenable in
the home when thlngs were going her way, but
could be difficult and stubborn when asked to
do something that she particularly did not care
to do. She was somewhat headstrong and sometimes
guite unable to listen to reason. She helped
with the household chores, but the foster mother
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felt it took her a long time to learn in this
respect and that she needed a good deal of
supervision,

During her early teens, Edith was a
Girl Gulde, At the time of the study she had
lost interest in Guildes and no longer was attend-
ing their meetings. Since she lived in a rather
isolated district, she knew all those in her
own age group, Her friends tended to be younger
than she., She liked skat1n§ and dancling, and
her peers "looked after her" on any ¢f these
activities. She was easily led and influenced
by dominant peers,

Edith was quiet and not spontaneous in
conversation, but would converse when a con-
versation was initliated and directed.

Edith went to camp the last summer before
the study. She was upset by the camp experience
and was very homesick. Enuresis was an occasional
problem. Before being transferred to the
opportunity class, solling had been a problem.,

It no longer was a concern at the time of the study.

Edith was one of those children who was in the
middle group between the well and the poorly adjusted
children. She did not show the sparkle of achievement
and the steady although slow development which Sandra
radiated. Nor did Edith appear to be seriously disturbed.
Rather, she seemed thoroughly mediocre. She maintained
perfunctory relationships with her foster parents. She
was not excluded from socilal actlvies by her peers, She
"yagged along” rather than actively initiating or partic-
ipating in soclal actlvies as Sandra had done. Edith's

school progress was poor; 1t had come to a standstill
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with the last flicker of initiative and motivation dead.

Edith did not show, at the time of the study, a
number of behaviour problems. True, she was overly
dependent upon both her foster parents and her peer
group. Yet, there were no continual disciplinary problems
or conduct problems. Enuresis was a recurrent problem,
It might be summarized that Edith had a light scattering
of problems.

From many perspectives Edith portrayed the child
whose limitations were obvious. Whereas Sandra might
not be considered retarded by a casual acquaintance,
Edith would.

Edith received a social quotient of elighty-two
and a Mental Health Analysis percentile score of twenty.

Her foster parents were rated as casual and lax on the

Fels Scales. Regulation policy was rated as effective,

The Third Case.-- The last case summary is of
Reggie Jones who was rated as poorly adjusted.

Reggle Jones was one of the oldest children

in the study population., He was born out of
wedlock in 1936. At the time of the study, he was
nineteen years old,

Reggle's general appearance was attractive.
He was very attentive about his personal appear-
ance and at all times kept himself clean and
neat. He was tall, lanky and somewhat sloughed.
His manner of speech was hesitant and his bodily
movements were slow, He conveyed the impression
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of being continually pre-occupied with himself.

Famlly Background.-- Mis Jones, Reggle'!s
mother, was seventeen years old when he was born.
There was some question who his father was, since
she had been intimate with several men, Miss
Jones's parents would not allow her to bring her
baby home. Since she was unable to make other
plans for caring for him, she contacted the
Infants' Homes of Toronto and requested placement
for him,

When Miss Jones married four years after plac-
ing her baby, her husband opposed the plan for
the child to be returned to her. At this
time, Miss Jones stopped working and ceased
paying towards the child's maintenance. Reggile
was made a permanent ward of the Agency. There
was no further contact with his mother,

Developmental Record.-- Regglie was a
full term baby. He was walkling at seventeen
months of age. He did not use sentences until
he was three years old. He was slow in speech
and there was some stuttering.

Health Hlistory.-- Reggle had the ordinary
childhood diseases. He had his tonslls and adenoids
removed. On hls medical charts, the doctors
frequently reported that he was healthy, develop-
ing well and steadlily gaining weight. When six-
teen years old, he attended an eye clinic and a
year later inslsted on golng again because he
complained that he could only read for short
periods at a time. He felt that the drops in
his eyes did not permit an accurate examination.
When 1t was necessary to use the drops for the
second examlnation considerable interpretation
from the doctor was needed to gain his co-operation.
Reggie found it difficult after each examination
to accept the decislion that he did not need
glasses.

There were numerous incldents when Reg
complained about 1llnesses which did not seem to
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have any basls., When he was seventeen he reported
pains in his stomach and dizzy spells which caused
him to faint, Although given a thorough examination,
no physical basls could be found for his complaints.

Reggle felt that he was not a very strong
prerson and had contended that this was why he was
not able to work very hard. These complaints about
his health became more frequent during the transi-
tion period when he left school and went to work.

He was unable to hold a job and blamed
this difficulty on the fact that he was not very
strong and that all his strength was being used
in growing up and, therefore, was not yet prepared
to work. He also explalned his inability to
read to the fact that he needed glasses but that
the doctors would not prescribe them for him.

Psychologlcal Report.-- Five Stanford-

Binets were administered to him while he was in
care, When he was four years of age his intelli-
gence quotient was rated at eighty. When five and
a half, he was re-tested; his intelligence quotient
was then given as eighty-five. He was rated in

the borderline category when tested at eight and

a half, thirteen and a half, and at nineteen years
of age e

A Rorschach was administered prior to
being seen by the Agency psychiatrist when he was
seventeen, An excerpt from the report on the
Rorschach adminlistration follows:

"Reggie cooperated in a pleasant, conforming
manner, He was reasonably productive though less
so than most of his age group. He tended to
enlarge hls responses by unrealistic elaboration
and personal reference,

There were indications that this boy!'s
personality deviated wldely from the normal devel-
opmental pattern. Much inner conflict and anxiety
were interfering with normal functioning to the
extent that his awareness of reality and ability
to think along conventional lines were considerably
reduced.
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There was very limited development of
inner living, that was, little, 1f any development
of inner values or creative imagination. The
instinctual drives seemed to be suppressed with
considerable tension and explosive quality centered
here. Probably the boy did not fully accept or
understand these drives, especilally the sexual
ones, and felt inadequate in coping with them.

The boy would seem to have negliglble
abllity to identify with people and relatlonships
with both men and women would seem to have been
unsatisfactory insofar as effect on Reggie was
concerned.

In his self-regard also, Reggie showed
evidence of very damaging concepts. There was
an almost pervasive feeling of worthlessness and
lack of integrity. There was little ego strength
and the boundaries of the personality were uncer-
tain so that there was danger of disintegration.

Added to these schizoid tendencles, we
found also an occaslional blzarre concept and an
oddness in the boy's perception, that was, he
projected unusual patterns of thought.

The affective side of the personality
was somewhat more developed then the inner life
and we saw here the remnants of some capacity
for normal emotional response to stimull from the
environment. However, there was adequate emotional
control and the instabllity manifested here cer-
tainly had exploslive tendencies, The affect
tended to be somewhat forced or inappropriate,
but as indicated, this was not true in regard
to the whole area of emotlons.

In summary, it might be sald that there
were serious defects and deviations in the basic
personality structure of this boy and his defences
seemed inadequate against the forced of disinte-
gration."”

School History.-- Throughout Reggie's
school history, the teachers reported that he was
slow to learn and had a poor memory. When the
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Agency psycholgist thought him ready to attend
school at six years of age, the teacher found it
impossible to teach him and sent him home to
begin school the next year.

At nine, Reggle passed into grade two but
was unable to do the work, The teacher recommended
a clty school where he could have opportunity
class training. When fifteen, he was only in
grade five, At thilis time he was finally moved to
the clty to attend the Jarvis Street Junilor
Vocational School for Boys. He attended this
school for nearly two years., His vocational
training was a cooking course and his academic
work was elementary reading, spelling, and arith-
metic. He still had considerable difficulty with
reading, to the point that he did not know how to
read the names of the streets., Only during the
last year at school did he learn to use the
telephone.

At the Junior vocational school he was
described by his teachers as a very slow pupil
who had to be told things a number of times.

He was, however, extremely conscienbtious and very
willing to learn.

Foster Home Hlistory.-- Since coming into
care, Reggle had had five pald foster homes. The
first two wanted a child to become a "permanent"
member of their families., When asking that he
be removed, they described him as being "not
normal” and "queer." When he was five years old
he was placed in the farm home of Mr. and Mrs,
Walter Sharp where he lived until he was elghteen.,
There had been no other children in this foster
home except Reggle since 1948. The foster parents
had no children of their own. The foster father
was approximately fifteen years older than the
foster mother. Over the years, there apparently
had existed a very poor marital adJustment. Mrs.
Sharp had been going out with other men., Reggle
had said that perliodically she left the home and
stayed with relatives for weeks at a time during
which period he and the foster father had been
left alone. He has assumed considerable respons-
ipility in bringing the two parents together on



APPENDIX 2 255

several occasions. The foster mother worked for
some time 1n a nearby town.

Reggle had never felt accepted in this
home. He had said on numerous occasions that he
ould not "feel like their son,” He said that
they expected him to do things but that they never
gave him a chance to learn. They belittled him
and called him stupid, when he was unable to do
something, They never trusted him with anything
that was valuable in their home. Nevertheless,
of all his foster or boarding homes, Reggle was
most emotionally envolved with the Sharp!s.

Even after moving to the city to attend
school, he returned on week-ends to the Sharp's.
After these week-ends he was reported to be very
upset, nervous, and under strain. Reggle, himself,
recognized how upset and worried he was when he
would return. However, he was unable to give them
up completely as he recognized that they were all
he had.

Reggie seemed to try continually to win
their affection, After coming to the city, he had
two foster homes. These foster parents spoke of
the many anxleties that he had and the strain which
he seemed to be under all the time.

It was not until Regglie was moved to the
city that he expressed his feelings about the
Sharp's. It was at thls time that he expressed
his unhappiness in relation to his foster parents!
poor marital adjustment. These foster parents had
apparently given little to Reggle in the way of
emotional security. Even although they had created
many uncertainties for him, he still reached out
for their affection. He polnted out that they
were the only parents that he had., He had recognized
thelr possessiveness of him and felt that the only
reason they wanted him was to make him work on
the farm, After coming to the city, Regglie realized
how much happlier he was away from the Sharp's.

Some of Reggie's feellngs towards these fos-
ter parents and himself are evident in the
following quotations; "I have lived with them
for thirteen years and they still dont't seem to
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be like my own parents." "I want to feel that
they are my parents, but I can't,”

Work History.-- Reggle was always very
anxious to do a good job and willing to help
anyone, He seemed to recelve enormous happlness
through the recognition that he was doing a good
Job., On several occasions, he pointed out how
the boss did not give him any recognition for what
he had done,

Reggie got his first summer hollday Jjob
when he was sixteen; he went to work in the kitchen
of a summer hotel., He stayed only a few days.

His reason for returning was that he was homesick
and that the other employees picked on him and
mistreated him.

During his last year at school, Reggle
became very dlissatisfled. He felt that he was
not progressing and that he could learn more in
a working situation., He also did not feel that
the teacher was spending enough time with him.
The teachers and the school, actually, had a very
keen interest in him. In order to get some extra
spending money, Reggle agreed to get a temporary
job during the Christmas holidays. When he was
offered a permanent job, he left school.

It was shortly after leaving school that
he had three jobs in very rapid succession. He
was only able to hold them for about three or four
day periods.

On one of these Jobs, he said he had to
quit because the foster family was 111 at home
and he had to go and work on the farm, Another
one, he blamed on his health and said that he was
not strong enough for the Job. Reggle returned
to school for a few more months and then obtained
a Job in a restaurant. The soclal worker felt
that this shuffling between school, jobs, and
re~-enrollment at school was related to his conflict
and struggle over his feelings of dependence and
independence, It was during this time that he
suffered the most from the dizzy spells for which
no physical basis could be found.
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Reggle was very enthuslastic about the
restaurant job for the first while but them began
to complain about the employees teasing him,

It was just before this job that Reggle became
confused and anxious about what he would do.

On one occasion he wrote to another summer hotel.
He also wrote to obtain information about a
hairdressing course, For a whlle, he wanted to
go and work in a circus for the summer. In the
midst of this confusion and anxiety about his
future, Reggle wanted to return to the Sharp's
farm, It was working on a farm that he claimed
he liked the most. Then he reported that Mrs,
Sharp was going to obtain a job for him, working
at the nearby town where she worked--this clinched
his plans.

He left school and returned to the Sharp's.,
He stayed on the farm for some time but never
obtained a job. He left the farm saying that
all the foster mother wanted was for him to come
and work on the farm. They were unwilling to
pay him for the work which he did,

Hls next employment adventure was an en-
counter with a travelling hosiery salesman., He sold
Reg on the 1idea of belng an assistant salesman.

Reg worked with him for a while and appeared to

be successful. The partnership was terminated
when the salesman went on a selling trip to

Nova Scotia. Reg then started with a construction
company for whom he was working at the time of

the study.

Personallity and Behaviour.-- At the point
of transfer to the Childrent's Aid in 1940, Reggie
was described as an apprehensive and nervous
child who was stubborn and sullen and never re-
membered what he was told.

When he was flive years old, Mrs., Sharp
questioned whether he was a normal child. She
said he didn't take an interest in anyghing and
seemed unable to act on his on initiative., She
also said that he did not always respond when she
spoke to him and would often stand looking at
her with a vacant expression, After Reggle started
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to school, another worker noted that he was very
shy and nervous., During elementary school a few
minor school behaviour problems were reported.
There was a brief mention of solling when he was
elght and some sex play in exposing himself to
girls.

There had never been any indication of
Reg showlng an interest or talent in anything.
He had kept a few animals and chickens on the farm
but this had been for financial gain. Earning
and saving money were very ilmportant to him,
Worldly possessions seemed to give him status,

Reg's soclialization always was poor. He
had very few chums when he was going to school.
His heterosecual adjustment was very poor and recog-
nizing this, he had pushed himself into group act-
ivities. He had very few friends of his own age
and any adult who spoke to him in a kindly manner
was a nice person from Reg'!s point of view.

Reg was very sensitive to any feélings
of rejection and he recognized his own insecurity
in group situations., He seemed to have a constant
feeling of loneliness and in one attempt to reach
out for social contacts, he decided to Jjoin the
Y.M.C.A, His purpose for Jjoining was to learn
to dance and to swim, He was very pleased wilth
the Y after his first contact with the group of
young people there, One of his comments was,
'It!'s great to feel included in the group."
Shortly after he joined, he lost interest and
never returned.

Reg lacked confidence in himself and felt
quite inadequate at times. His standards were
quite high 1n relation to his capacity and when
unable to succeed, he came frustrated, He was
very much aware of these problems and at times
seemed to try too hard in order to overcome them.

Reg seemed to be mainly independent and
submissive in his relationship with people. He
was very fearful and anxious with strangers. He
related more easily To elder men and women who
would go out of their way to let him know that
they were interested in him,
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Reggle Jones was classified as poorly adjusted.
His record was llberally punctuated with references to
problems., These problems were in the areas of soclaliz-
ation, employment, and personality development. He had a
very tenuous relationshlp with the foster parents he had
lived with for thirteen years. Although conforming and
obedient at school, his progress was undistinguished. He
was limited in interests and in his ability to make friends.

His Mental Health Analysis score was ten, his social

quotient, eighty-six,

When one read the unabridged records, the influ-
ence of the foster homes seemed to stand out in sharp
contrast. Sandy's foster parents invested a great deal of
their love and concern in her, Edith's foster parents,
although accepting of her limitations, did little to
encourage the realization of what skills he had potentially.
One felt Reggie's foster parents, in contrast to Sandy's
and to Editht's, actually repressed and obstructed his

development.
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RATING SCALL 10, 1.1
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This 1s a broad variable, inmcluding conflicts
arong porsons, ameng notives, or with obstacles.
C nflicus may be GJOtxonalz social, economic,

T physi cal; and both overt and coverd,
Rate the toval configuration - the quality
of the child?®s home atmozphere.

Fxeesdingly mcllmadjvSued. Characterized by pleasant
co-operation, security, and full satlsfactions throughoute
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of repression or insecuritys
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RATING SCALE N0, 31,2 Activeness of the Home 262
(Active - Inactive)

Rate the general activity level of the
home, taking the household asz a wholes

o 3|%] 5 Number Ig the home atmosphere active, quick, and
alert; or is it imactive, slow, and inert?

Child This i1s a brosd, genersl variable, including
anount and quicﬁness of activity, alerimnsess,

declslveness, and tensiom, insofar as they

are manifest overtly as part of the child's

environnent.

Foster
Hone

- llome extremely bustling, busy, exclited, tense.

People in home move quickly, talk rapidly, vork with
- dispatch. Home alert, wide-awake, moving, declsive.

People move, talk, and work without hastey, but with
some dispatch. Home alert, but not hypertense.

People move, talk, and walk with leisurely deliberate-
~ ness. Home relaxed, but not lackadaisieal.

People move slouly, talk slowly, work slowly. Home
- passive, relaxed, easy-going, indeclsive.

Home poky, lackadaisical, lazy, slow-noving, pro-
- crastinating.

Sallengy: How important is thls trait in the tota
pattern of the ratee? Inter reting at left,
y characteristic 5k 32 1 Negligible

Certalniy: Do you fcel that your rating %s based
on adequate evidence? Inter rating at left,

Very adequake 5 % 3 2 1 Eure guessing

Score Rater
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RATING SCALE 0. 1,5 Diccord im it -
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hage thi exbent o which the home surrounds
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7] LR - - -
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213 1 %{ 5] hmbe Lrarsct-ng, complaining. Is the home simosphore

markcd by unploasant diccord ameng indlvidunls?

Or are the inter-perscral relaticns of the

child housebold typically harmomious, fricndly,
- and agrezable?

Disvegard conflict between the obicct-chiild

and other individuals. Include discord
among siblings, domeshics, parents, etc,

Toster Disregard other types of maladjusiment, oS
vorry, Ingecurliy, grief, illunosc, eynicism.
Home Include discord only ingofar as it impinces
meore or less directly upon the child,

Household flies imto vindietive reerininatlong,
bltter disputes, on slighest provocsiion.

Underlying discords often break through the general
-~ surface harmony as sharp arguments, or ill-natored
savcasm, Frequent wapleagsant vwrengling, complaining.

Harmonicus basic relationshiips, overlaid vith a good
deal of suriace contentlon, bickering, and teasing,

Tolerant, friendly. Arguments tend tc be good-
=  patured. Teasing occaslomai., Quarrels Tora.

! Peaceful, harmonious, agrecable atmogphere reigns.
- Hnuzeholé harmony digsturbed comly vndor rare and
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RATLE SCALL NO- 1.64 Sosiability of Family — 26b

(Aggressive - Reclusive)

Rote the family as a vhole according to the
degres to vhich its energles are directed oub-
vard from the home toward society. Is the
fonlly constantly initiating contacts and par-

2|31 %; 5| IMmbsr ;| ticlpation with neighbours, friends, relatives

and in the church, lodge, P«T.A., etcj; or is i
reclusive and inwardly oriented, taking 1little
Child interest in and avoiding contacts with the
commnity?

Include all soeial contacts outside the im-

medinte household, excepting necessary business
routine., Include both breadth and depth of
Festey soclability, Include interest, activity,

Home initiative, hospitality.

T T T
T Femily constantly sctive soclallys alvays seeking new
" conbtactsy eager and uminhlbited mixers.

_ Actively interested in what is going on outside the
household; mix readily, without being cver~aggressive,

_ Accept contacts with enthuslasm, but hesitate to intrude
into the lives of others.

jeither avoid nor initiate social activitics; accept
" ecntacts passively.

_Tend to avoid dircct social Intercourse; seldom go
| out; rarely entertaimn,

" hold; never mixes socially.

[ Famlly resents scclal advances from outside the houge-
&

Splieney: How important I1s this trait in the total
pattern of the ratee? Inmter rating at left.

Highly characteristic 54321 Hegligible

Cerfainty: Do you feel that your rating is based
on adequate evidence? Inter rating at left.

¢ Very adequate 5 & 3 2 1 Pure guessing

Seore Ratey

(3]

loleranc
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RATING SCALZ [0, 1,7

Ccuerdi@aﬁiom of Housgehold 265
(Co~ordinated - Chaotic]

Rate the routine functioning of the hictsehold
as to its smoothness of organization., Is

it effectively planred and execubied? Op
is it unco=-Brdinated and chaoric?

Rate on basis of efifectiveness in operation
rather than tendency to systematize every
detail. Include care of belongings, ¢o-

ordination of schedule, planning, meeting
of responsibilities, and general efficiency
of organization as it vorks in practice,
Dlsregard variations in aesthetic standards,
style, form, soclo-econotilc status, etec.

e

S PR iy

Long~range planning, flexibly executed.

Ixtremely effective management. Model of efficiency.
Confusion unknown

Smooth=running and efficient on the whols, Ilouse
kept In order and on schedule most of time, Meals,

finances, educatlon planned shead. Some superficial

Fair co-~ordination. Comsiderable disorder, bult can
usually f£ind things. Buying inefficient, but meals

11213 4151 Iumbesr
Child
Foster
Home
o e
disorder.

fairly adequately plapned. Sometimes off schedule,

but'never niss trainse

Poor co~ordinations essential rudiments of organization

are there, but inefflclency and confusion are common.
Often latej off schedule half the time.

Chaotic, disorganizacd. Nothing happens on schedule.

llo planning. Equipment in tangled scramble. Con-

fusion reigns even in essentlals.

€

pattern of the ratee? Imter rating at left
Highly charackeristie 5 % 3 2 1 Hezldgible

: Hou important is this tralt In the total

Certaink
on adeqﬁgte evidenco? Mnber rating at left.

Yery.gdeguate 5 % 3 2 1 Pure guessing

: Do you feel that your rating is hased

Score

Bator

T'olerance

Ihamber
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House discrderly
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RATING SCALE NO, 1,91 Chiil-cintsrodness of Fome 266
(Child~centorad - ehild-suhoodiin ding)

Rate the organication of the Tourcheld
accordixng to the desrec to ulich it is
bully around the child's nusds and volfare

Does the child got morc e~ his proporiiorase

2{3l%l5 Number share of comsidersticn; or 1z bis voifere
subordinated to thet of othur mambers of

the houschold?

Child Rate for the specific child, a:c against
- the eatlire remaining houschold ineclvding
siblings. Dohaviour is "ghlld~centered®
to the extent that it involves sacrifice

of pleasure, comvenlecnce, opportunity, elc..
in attempting to benefit the child.

Fester
Hemwe
7 Whole household revolves sround child; many major
- gacrifices for child?s Lrivial comforts.

Conslderation for child clearly predominates, butb
—_ not to the cexelusion of other interests.

Childts welfare gets slightly more atitenlion than
- the welfare of others.

Chilld gets proportlonal concideration; is az ofion
- disregarded as sacrilficed for.

Although given attention in critical matters, on the

- whole, child gets meglected in favor of other interesis,
Household organized around Interests of other membors.
- Child definitely nesglecied even in essential matiers.
b mdow e e

dengy: Hou important 1s thls treit in the |
total pattern of the raftee? Imber rating at 1lofv

A
miehly characterigtie 91 3 2 1 Jepligihle g

Certalniy: Do you feel that your rating i«
baced on adequate cvidence? inter rating at
k leftc. I TP -
« Very.edeouate 5 = 3 2 1 Fure sucssing
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RATIRG SCALS ITO, 2,11 Duration of Contact 267
(Extensive -« Brief)

ﬁéte t%e parent in terms gf the %Eg?er o{ ot
ours (for an average da of ac conta
1] 2 % | 5| Number with the child, . oc &Y

“Contact" 1s here definded as a situation
in vhich parent and child are sufficiently

, child alert and close together to make soclal

F: intercourse possible - amount of opportunity

for parent~child stirmlation,

Fost Base rating on total impression, from obser-
ster vation and conversation. Avoid direct

Home quizzing as basis for rating. Judge in
terms of average for a typiecal week.

correct week-day figure, add 1/7 of week=
end cxecess contact.,

TT T T T- Batire waking day togcther.
— Iight hours per day togcther.
—Four hours per day together.
—Two hours per day together,
—~One hour per day together,

—Half and hour per day togcther.

—Quarter hour per day together,

'J- J— [B6 SUR SN 5N

Saliency: Hovw important is thls trait in the total
pattern of the ratee? Inter rating at left

54 3 2 1 Pure ruecssing

4 Y (142 z
ey 4 R

: Do you feel that your rating 1s based
on adequate evidence? Imter rating at left,
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BATING SCALE Ii0. 2,12 e eihy of Cinad 268
(Tlgos c*‘“ - .‘.~‘w 5
Rate thae resebiviiy of whe yrrond dupis ’:Z
contaet with the cfaw . Doce the prrort
renct roadily rad vig rovely; or coes 'I:lm
Y sprent tend to dlieore ax 1 wre ek Guring
5 L 1 o Mathor I 8% C [T R
1 3 / eontact sitvatione?
"React.z.vj.'a.y“ includes both luitl:. uj.ng cocinl
) Intercovrsa vith the child and »oapond
Child to the childls initiat tlves It includes
atiention, suggesilon, =lWectlon, »oe%*(m»
help, convers sntion, cm;m_»::is Tnrorna tlen,
play. scolding, threatening, r;‘eoﬂ:.,lg e‘"nlzuut
ing,’ ete.
Foster o
= Rate only on situstlons vhe z’ there ig
Tome opportunity for stimulation - indopendeont
of duration of contact.
TTTTT
- Intensively vigorous, over-~stimulating, excived.
- Active, rcadily ctitonbtive, vigorous.
- Fairly cctive. rogponsive, alert.
- Accegsible, interested, hall-hearied, resorved.
- Perfunctory, pasaive, retiring, tacitwrn, hoved.
) - Oblivioug, aboerbed, inagccecssible, preocceupled.
ST SO SU U S -
Snlleney: Hov important ls this traii in the
total po votorn of the ratee? Inbter rating at lefi
Highly cheractoristic 5 % 3 2 1 Hoglisible
{ Cortaloty: Do you fcel thai yowr rating is
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RATING SCALE NO. 3,11 Restrictiveness of Regulations 269

(Restrictiveness - Freodom)

Rate the restrictiveness of the regulations
set up or implied by the parent as standards
to which the child is expected to conform,

Are the requirements numerous and severe; or

Number feuv and mild? In meeting these standards

would the child be highly cireumscribed in
his behaviour, or would he still have a
large measure of freedom?

Child
Disregard vhether requirements are sharply
codified rules, or merely implied in the

disciplinary pollcy. Disregard the parent'’s
motives, and methods of enforeement. Include
both prohibitions and positive requirements.

Foster Consider the standards expected regardless of

hov well they are enforced. Rate relative to
Home childts age.

Parent s standards for child®s conduct are minutely
restrictive beyond all reasonable interpretation of
either childts velfare or family convenience.

Requirements are unnecessarily abundant and exacting,
but usually aimed at practical ends rather than
"pure discipline".

Restrictions are moderate and practical, but parent

shows little concern for childf®s freedom as an end,
adding requirements whenever they seem expedient.

Standards and regulations are somevhat liberal.
Freedom is alloved in a few matters cormonly

subject to regimentation.

Child 1is expected to conform to a few basic standards,
but parent will endure conslderable annoyance rather
than unduly restrict childfts freedom.

Standards are both scerce and mild, limiting childts
freedom barely enough to avoid the police and the

hospital.

Spliency: How important is thls trait in the
total pattern of the ratee? Enter rating at

1Gfto

Certainty: Do you feel that your rating is
based on adequate evidence? Inter rating at
1efto

Yery adeguate 5 4 3 2 1 Pure guesging
RAZWAR: S

Score jRater

Tolex"ce

Ifumber




RATING SCALE NO. 3,12 Readiness of Mnforcement 270
(Vigilant -~ lax

Rate the parent's tendency to enfovce the
standards of conduct set up for the child,
Does the parent follow up to see that the

child conforms, or sustains a penalby?
1l 2t 31 4{5 Thmber Or are lapses in compliance disregarded?

This variable applies only %o situations
vherc there 1s an opportunity for the paread
Child to enforce an accepted standard which hags
been, or is being, or 1s about to be viclated
by the child. Disregard the methods of
enforcement and the severlty of penaltiess

Disregard effectiveness of enforccment, and
clarity to the child of standards involved.

Foster Do not confuse vith the non-regulational
t¥ype of parental donination covered by the
Home Buggestion'scales,

- T T -

i Tternally vigilant. Goes out of way to dlscover

- and discipline misconduct. Often pounces before
lapses occcurse

Seldom lets child "get avay vith anything®. Inforces
- rules strietly vhenever violations come to attention,
but seldom deliberately hunts for misbehaviour.

Moderately firm. OStrict about important requirements
- and prohibitions; but rather lax with miner vlolations,
especlally vhen they are not an issue at the moment.

Reluctant to enforce standards. Tends to overlook
- violations unless they are flagrant, cumulative, or
threoaten sericus consequences,

Imtremely lax. Disregards obvious mishehaviours
- Fnforces regulations only vhen pressed by the
strongest motives or the severest circumstances

e b e e

Sallengy: Hov lmportant ls this trait in the
total pattern of the rates? Hater rating at

left,
Fighly cheracteristic 5% 3 2 1 Neglizihle

oertainty: Do you feel that your rating is
ased on adequate evidence? ifnter rating at

Jef To )
Yery.adesuake 5 % 3 2 1 Fure euossing
Senre Rater
Tolerance
Aty g Thaho




RATING SCALE NO. 3,13

Thamber

Child

Foster
Home

T

Severity of Actusl Penalties 271
(Potent - Ueak)

Rate the severity of penalties imposed
vien the parent talies official note of
misconduct. Are penmltiecs acubely severe,
or light and inconsequentisl?

Do not consider situations where parent
entirely disregards misecenduct, invoking

no penalties, Include all censorial reactlons
fromnild verbal reproof to scvers corporal
punishment and removal of privileges.

Conslder only such situations as come undexr
express or implicd regulations and standardc.
Try to judge the penalties in terms of thelr
nggigive motivating pover for the particular

[ ®

Severe penalties, frequently stimulating child to

dread, terror, or deep personal resentment.

Rather severe on the vhole, but inclined to be

lenient In extenuating circumstances.

lioderate penaltles, Severs enough to have definite
motivating power for the childj; but not so severe

that the child is over-inhibited, seversly frightened

or deeply resentful,

Hild penalties predominate. lMay be severe in crite

— ical situations

but penalties often seem too mild

to have much Do%ivating pover.

Most Plagrant misbehavlour provokes no penalty more
- severe than veak verbal remonstrance, Penaltles arse
go 1lipght that thelr potency for the child is negligible.

B

Highly characteristic 5 4 3 2 1 HNegligible

: How important iz this trait in the |
ttern of the ratee? Lnter rating at lefls

on adequate evidence? Imter rating at left,

Yery adeguats 5 % 3 2 1_Pure guegsing

t Do you feel that your rating 1s based

Score

Rater

Tolerance

Imhar




RATING SCALZ NO. 3,1 Justifleation of Disciplinary Policy as 272

Presented to the Child (Rational - Arbitrary)

Rate the parent's tendeney %o explain to the

child the reasong for requirements and penalties.

Does the parent ativempt to put all diseipline

Tumber

on a loglical bagis? Or are his policles pre-

cnila Disregard restrictiveness of regulations, and
a readiness and severity of enforcement. Dise
regard the clarity with vhich regulations are
codifled, and the extent to which they are
democratically set up., Include all control

measures, vhether pertaining to established
policies or merely involving immediate

Foster suggestion,

Home

Goes out of way to show child practical reasons
behind requirements and suggestions, even in emer-
gencies or vhere explalning is difficultc

Attempts tw explain policles to child, as a general
rule, but frequently arbitrary vhere the lssue is
very critical or compiex.

No apparent tendency favoring either the peremptory
or the rational approach to child control.

Arbitrary in most matters., Does not justify policies
mnless pressed. Often avoids the issue, or invokes
moral precepts as Ieasons.

Never explalins policles to child. Handles discipline
in very arbitrary fashlon, expecting chlld never to
question "why".

Saliepey: How important 1s this trait in the
total pattern of the ratee? Enter rating at

left.
Highly characterigtic 5 % 3 2 1 Neglizible

Certainty: Do you feel that your rating is
based on adequate evidence? Imter rating at

ieft.
Yery adequgte 5 & 3 2 1 Pure euessing

sented in purely arbitrary fashion to the chilid?

Score

Rater

Toliee

.y

5 | mber




RATING SCALE NO. 3.15 Democracy of Regulation and mnforcement 273

Policy (Domocratic ~ Dichatoriall

E?te the parent®s tendency to sharve with

she child the formulation of regulations

fgr the ehlld®s conduet. Does the parent

11213 L1 5] HNumber give the child a voiece ia detcrmlining whak
the poliey sghall be? Or does the perent

hand down the established poliey from above?

Child Disroegard irmediato issues nct covered by
policy (See Coerclveness of Suggestlonl,
Rate,independent of justification of pclicy
to ¢hild, and independent of resirictivemess
of regulations. Include both overt consuiting
Foster with child and considering child’s exprasscd
wishes. Dictatorial policies may be wise

or foollsh, bensvolent or sellfish.

Home

TTTT T Indures much inconvenience and some risk to child?s welfare
- - in giving child large ghare in policy forming. Consults
with child in formulating policies vhenever poessible.

__ Attempts to adjust policles to chlldfs wishes wherever
practicable. Often consulis child.

Deliberately democratic in certalin safe or trivial matters,

- — but dictates when there is a sharp conflict between child's
wishes and other essentlal requirements.
- — Neither democratic nor dictatorial, deliberately.

Follows most practical or easliest course 1n most cases.

Tends %o be rather diectatorial, but usually gives ben-
- egglent consideration to childfte desires, Seldom congults
child
’ Dictatorlal in most matters, but accedes t¢ child's
B — wishes occasionally when they do not conflict with own
convenience or standardse.
Dictates policies without regard to c¢hildf’s wishaes.
— Tever consults child when setting up regulaticns,

L1

.

pattcrn of the ratee? ILuter reting at lef%.
7i.2) o 54 32 1 MNegliible

: How important 1s thls tral% in the total

Certainty: Do you feel that your rating is based
on adequate evidence? InmGer rating at left,.

Yery sdequake % 4 3 2 1 Pupe guessine

Score Rater

Tolerance

l|2({3]k| 5 NNumber
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RATING SCALS NO. 3,16 Clarity of Policy of Regulations and 274

nforcement (Clecar - Vague)

Rate the clearness ulith vhich the parent’s
standards of child conduct are manifested

to the child. Are regulations and require-~
Ilumber | ments clearly formulated and consistently

executed, so that the chlld should be able
to lnow whnt 1s cxpeeted of him and vhat
will happen if he fails to conform? Or
Child are the parcnt's standards and policles

so vague or fluctuating that the child has
little chance of adjusting?

Foster

Home

Schedule and other standards are precisely formulated
and adhered to meticulously. Parent goes out of way
to maintain clear, consistent policy regardless of
special circumstances.

Policies arc sometimes adjusted to meet unusual clircum-
stonces, but on the whole they are clear-cut and consistant

There is a core of reasonable comnsistcncy about pareni's
policy, vhlch serves as a stable basls for adjustment
despite numercus ninor fluctuations and vagueness about
detalls,

Standards are usually formilated, but exceptions and
modifications are frequent enough to keep child read-
justing. Schedule often uvset.

Regulations vaguely formulated. Inforcement uncertain

— and inconsistent. Child's basis for adjustment is

slight, even in some major matters.

Policies of parcat in dealing vith chlld are so erratic

- unformulated, and inconsistent that child can never

knov vhat to expecte Schedule chaotle.

Saliency: Hou lmportant is this trait in the
total pattern of the ratee? Entex rating at left

Highly characteristic 5 4 3 2 1 Neglislble

Certainty: Do you feel that your rating is
based on adequate evidence? Inter rating at left

Very adequate 5 % 3 2 1 Purg guessing

Score { Rater

Toler 'Gge

Numbe,

Y
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Heme
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Policy predominantly successful, slthough 1% falls
in many instances and respeets.
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RATING SCALE NO., 3,21

Tumber

Child

Foster
Home

~L

Quantity of Suggestion 277
{Suggesting - Non-suggesting)

Rate the parent’s tendency to make suggestions
to the child. Is the parent constantly
offering requests, commands, hints, or other
attempts to direct the childts immediate
behavlour? Or does the parent uithhold
suggestions, giving the child?’s initiative
full sway?

Thls does not apply to routine regulstions
and their enforcement. Rate only vhere
there is opportunity for suggestion. Note
that "suggestion® 1s defined broadly
including direct ond indirect, positive and
negative, verbal and noneverbal, mandatory
and optional,

Parent contimually attempting to dircct the minute

details of the child¥s routine functioning, and

*free" play as well,

Occasionally uithholds suggestions, but more often

Parent's

- scope is

indicates wvhat to do next or how to do 1lt.

tendency to allow chlld!g initiative full
about equal to tendency to interfere by

making suggestionse

Makes general suggestions nov and then, but allows

child large measure of freedom to do things cwn way.

Parent not only consistently avolds volunteering suge-

requeste

- gestionsé but tends to withhold them vhen they are
2

or when they sre the obvlous reaction to

the immediate situatlone.

C

%%%%igggttern of the ratee? HEnter rating at lefd
Bighly characteristic 5% 3 2 1 Neglisible

How important is this tralt In the

e
based on

Yery adequate 5 % 3 2 1 Pure guessing

s+ Do you feel that your rating is
adequate evidence? Enter rating at left

Score

Tolerance

Tumber




RATING SCALE HO. 3,22

Coerciveness of Suggestion 278
(Mandatory - Optional)

Rate as to thelr dictatorial quality the
parent's suggestions in dealing with the
child’s immedlate behaviour, Does the

2{3|{%}|5]| Mumber parent attempt to control a situation by
issuing orders or commands, to be obeyed?
Or doecs the parent make his suggestlons
optional, or discretionary, with the c¢hild?

Child Apply only where perent is trying to influence
child. Try to ses through the verbal form
to the significant content for the child -~
does the suggestion demand obedience, or
is it a "mere suggestion"?
Foster
Home
T T T 7T

Efforts to control child take form of peremptory
orders to be obeyed at once, even in trivial matbters.

Suggestions not quite absolute im coerclveness, but
immediate compliance is expected in matters of any
importance.

Parent coercive in major affalrs, but uses optional
suggestions vhere there is no important lssue.

Definite tendency to avoid coercion where possible,
but uses it vhen exagperated or persistentliy umsuee
- eegsful vwith non=coercive suggestion.

Commands resorted to only in life-and-death emergencies.
Parcnt goes out of way to aveid coerclon in his
suggestions to child.

Saliepcy: How important is this trait in the
total pattern of the ratee? Intor rating at lefd

Hlghly charagterdstic 5 & 3 2 1 JNegligibie

e : Do you feel that your rating is
based on adequate evidence? Inter rating at lefd

Very adequate 5 4+ 3 2 1 Pure guessing

Score Rater
Toleranc
213 1% 5| Number B




RATING SCALL 1I0a 3e3

Accelerational attempt 279
(Acceleratory - Retardatory)

Rate the parent’s striving to increase the

V]

51 wmber rate at vhich the child®s behaviour is maturing .

Does the parent deliberately train the chlld

in various mental and motor skiils which are

not yet essential; or is the child leit to

child "grow naturally"; or even shielded from accel-
erational influences?

This variable is restricted to purposeful

teaching and training. It includes mental
motor, soclal, language, and porsonal skilisa
Foster Disregard the effectiveness of the training.
Home Consider the energy the parent exerts in
striving to accelerate the child's hehaviour
development.

‘Subjects child to regular and v%gorousltraining to
e th essent kel 8 la,

8ogg%ggaggy usgg deig%ega%esgggcg%ngk%o gccelerate
child in various skills, but with less than

= maximal vigor or regularlity.

- Frequently tecaches and trains, but vith restraint,
and in limited mumber of skills,

Accelerational attempt is restraincd and
occasional only.

Almost entirely lacking in any deliberate training.
Child left to grow "like topsy".

Protects child from accelerating influences,

Attempts to hold back rate of growing up.

Saliency: How lmportant is thils trait in the
total pattern of the ratce? Enter rating at

lefto
Hightly choracterlstle 5 % 3 2 1 Nemligible

C -7t Do you feel that your rating is
%gggg;gﬁzadequatn evidence? Inter rating at
16ft °

Yery edeguate 5 % 3 2 1 Pure guessing

Score Rater

Toler ce

5 | Number
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RATING SCALE NO. 4.1 General Babying 280

(Over-helps - Refuses to help)

Rate the parent®s tondency to help the
child through the ordinary difficulties of
everyday life. Does the parent insist on

-
o

W

Tumber helping in situations vhere the child is

quite capable; or does the parent withhold
aid even in major difficulties?

Rate relative to the child®s abllity.
Disregard deliberate drill and training.
This is a general variable including motor,

Child

nental, emotional, and soclal behaviour.

It appiies only to tasks the chlld is at-
tempting, not to parent-imposed requirements
Foster| pesisted by the child,

Home

Continually helping child, even vhen child ig
fully capable and willing.

Usually helps more than needed., Secldom lets
child struggle unsuccessfullye.

Helps vhen needed, but not vhen child can get by
alone.

Tends to vithhold aid, letting chlld solve own
minor problems., Offers help after prolonged failurs

or in emergencys

Leaves child alone to solve even major problems,
often refusing aid vhen requested.

§g;;§ggz: How important is this trait in the
total pattern of the ratec? Enter rating at left

Bighly characteristic 5 % 3 2 1 Jiegligible

%eggg;gxxz Do you feel that your rating is
sad on adeguate evidence? [nter your raling
at left.

Very adequate 5 & 3 2 1 Pure guessing

Seore]| Rater

Toler? \
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BATING SCALE NO,
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RATING SCALE NO. 5.1 Readiness of Criticisnm 282
( Critical - Uneritical )
Rate the parent®s tendency %o express an
approval-disapproval attitude btouard the

chlld®s behaviour. Does the parent veadily
1121 3| %] 5| Imber and vigorously express a reactlon to things

the child does; or is the parent non-committal,
repressed3 uninteresited or stoigal toward

the child’s actions?

Child
Rato the temdenecy to e:rpress criticisnm
regardless of vhether it is approval or

- disapproval. Criticism may bec berbal
gestural, or by facial expression or tone
of voice « any signal to the child Indicating
Fogter approval or rejection of his behaviour
in a specific situation.

Home

" T T T T

- Alert to react to childf®s every move, regardless
of hov trivial.

ck and free in expressing approval - disapproval.
- 8§§ticism may be mild, or withheld, if the matter
is obviously trivials

- Reacts freely when attention is ealled, but not
alert for chance to criticize,

- Tends to refrain from reacting critically in une
inportant matiers, Usually responds vhen pressed,

Withholds eriticism unless greatly arouged, Tends
to be poker-faced, noncommittal.

Gives no indication of either approval or rejection
of child®s acts, regardless of importance

§g%%gggzz Bou important Is this trait in the
total pattern of the ratece? Enter rating at lefi

Blehly characherdghic 5 % 3 2 1 HNeglizible

Coptninty: Do you foel that your rating is
based ongédequate evidence? Inter ratlng st lefe
Yory.adeguate 5% 3 2 I Duro guessing

i A L i i

Score Roter

Tolerance
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Tends €2 ci.a@vwove rore rendily than o cpovove
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critical of 4o’ ndla,
Farent alvays Jindine few'i. Twaves oF yorSTL e
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RATING SCALZE Ii0. 6.1 Readiness of ixplanztion a4
(Satisfios curiosity - v wnris curiosity%

Rate the parent’s tondeney to satisfy the
child?s intellectunl curiosity. Does 4ho
parent readily respond to the childls "why?V
and "How?" questicnsy or is the child

: thuarted in attenpts to get informotion
2] 3| ¥| 5] Number and explaration from the parent?

Disregard accuracy, depth, and honesty of
Child answers. HNote that explanations vhich are
too ambitlous, or too forced, may rate louy
and the furnishing of specific vefercnces
may rate high, Do not confuse vwith mental

babying - a parvent may refuse to do the
chlld?®s simple thinking, and yet go out
of his way to help with difficult explan-

Foster ations.
Home
+ T T T Never oo busy to answer chlld as adequately as
- possible. Anticipates questionse. Dncourages curiosity

vith willing explanation.

Goes out of vay to answer fairly Involved questions,
- but sometimes pestpones till child is older., May
evade vhen very busy, or very tired.

Usually tries to satisfy childfs curlogity. Somew
= - times loses patience with persistent "why?Ys.

Ansvere simple questlons when in good hunor and netd
- preoccupied, but seldom goes beycnd ninirum needed
to shut child uvpe.

Ixplanations are grudging ond reluctant vhere any

- mental effort is requirede. TFaremt often evedes the
issue.
Thiarts child®s curiosity, Act%vely discovrages ‘
~ - questions vith "oo Lusy", "yowire oo yeung To TnoiT.
4 Lo L fJust because', etCs
Salicngy: Hou imporiini ig thils tra’t.in the
Tobai pattern of the rateot Inter rating at
1ofte
Biehlv ebarseterigiic 5 b 3 2 1 Neglicible

Gertalnty: Do you fee

'-J
2
o 21 tint your roving is
bagsed on adsgrate evide

oneo?  Enber rating =2t Loy

oD NTTRCY 7T ol
Yery adeauate 5 % 3 2 1 Ruxg fhesniag
Seore | Rater e
Toleranca

3 ih 51 Thumber :




RATING SCALG HO.

o Brlacliovsner s Lor fiGld%s Uslrne 285
(Lirloun - Donenalond
T v ,
Rate the parent's tendency %o display over-
cencern for the child’s well-boalng. Tg the
norent readily cxcited o overt anwicsy oll
Turbor ) 3 GO CVEPT alRicyy Ll

out of proporition to the imporiance of the

Chilid

situation? Or is {he parvent meriedliy calm,
cool, and nenckalent, even in the facc of
cristical danzer to the chlld?

-
re Rt
[ -

Congider the paremb'e net Lohnviouw
Lless of the motives behind it. Imeclule

P
(TR
KA

only bhehoviouwyr vhich is a poientiel stimriuz
t¢ the child, impinging nore or legg directly

Foster upon hig awereness. Inclnde concern Jor )
Home beth physical and mental heelih ard confori.

Given to sovere, irrational aangiely on largely
Inpginary groundss, Readlily panicked,

Chronic anxicus tengsion over child, bubl more"jittery™
than panicky. Given %o "hunbing for trouble’,

Shovs considerable anxiety vhen ¢hild is in any
danger, bub seldom loses rational control.

envly

Somavhat solicitous, but ninimlzes haozardg. Fre
shous concern, but uithout losing perspective,

Rarely veori
and resronsi
of teacher o

d or solicitous beyond neoeds of situat.an

e
hility as paromb. Attitude more like then
P Aurse,

ilonchalant and gecmingly unconcerned even il o jor
matiers. 9o uasolieitous as to appear ncgleetind

cr irrespensible.

this trait in the

Saliencys .
G, Bater rating ot

72 Hou importaant 1s
total paitern of ?

the ratee

lof ‘:;a
Yipkly orexaekeriskie 54 3 2 1 Eaglizible
Foritrad o ghr gr—— Pt (OS=L o Rerrnt e

Cortainiy: Pe you feel thal your rating i?

heoanod on ndrciroate evidence?  fab:r rating at
lefce

Score

adguvehe 5 4 3 2 1 PIwE IUSLrng
Ay TR e D e caes R v § AV Fr - M SOV Sy
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Pelertice
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RATING SCALE N0, 7.2 Aoeeptice of Chils 286
{ Doveldon — Niejsctirn )

Rate the parent®s seeopbance of the child ianto

-

bls ovm limer cirele of leynlty snd devotlon,
Poes the parent set in such ¢ vay as o indicate
that the child is considered an inblrote and

inseparable partncr? Cr does the paront aod
as though he regenbs the child?s intragion
and rejects the ckilld’s hid for a pires in
Lis primary ares cf deveilon?

Congider all cvidence vhich in sny way may
impinge upon the child as aceepience-rejoct:

>

nowvever subitle, vague, or ndirect. It
the parentts true fceling, buo rin atoil
as a functioning wnlt in the ¢liidis crrlizos-
wens, Vhleh vo are yating.

T TT T T Parent®s behaviour touvard child commotes ubbsr dcvotion

- - ard accoptance inbo his iuncriest self, vithout stind
or suggestion of holding bacl: in any phase of his life,
Porent cloarly accepbes child. Includes chilld in fanily

- couneils, tripe, affection, even vhen it is diflicule
or reprecsents considerable sacrifico.

A ¥Charter member® of the femily, tubt "kept in IJs
- place", Poreni accepts chlid in general, ut erxcluvdes
hin from corbain phascs of parentlsz life.

Tacit anccepisnce. IDxeludes chlld so fraquently thet to
- the ¢hild the rejectlon sttitude may seem to predondnalbe
even though parent takes acceoptance for granted.

Paremt’s predominent temdency ls to aveld, repulen,

- and exeluds the child, but uithout open rojactiu,
Child openly resanted ond rejceted »7 prr-ant. rover
- admitted vo iumer cirzle, liade to feel unwanted,
acired
I T R e ostracined.

Selieney: Hou important is this trait in the
total pottern of tho vates? Lnwor rating at lab

o

Hlghly chaxacteristic 5% 3 2 1 lgpldzihia

_.,..J ey

Cerhpiniy: Do you fcel that your rating is
b o & uknl G rri

hased on adequate evidence? Inter rating ab
1ieft.

Very adoynabe 5 4 3 2 1 Pure guessine

sScore Tator

vt A Tt ST e e ey e S |

Tolerance

!

Lumber

]
wa
.p.-
\\rt

- e e 7% e meragrs sy gl



Rating Scale No., 801

Understanding (Kcen - Obtuse) 287

Rate the parent’s understanding of the child’s
abllities, needs, point of view, scte. Does the

b4

parent®s behavicur indicate a thorough and ine-
Nunber telligent understanding of the child; or does

it indicate a fallure %o appreciste the chiid’s
. capacltles and limitationsg, and an inabllity
Child to meet the child on the child’s own level?

This night be called "functional parentel
intelligence". It includes ingight, foresight,

child-empathy. Always rate in terms of the

specifi .
Foster peeific child

Home

Parent alvays secs subtleties of child?®s motlvation;
- shows accurate appreciation of child's interests
and degree of nmaturity.

_ Usually shows thorough understanding of child.
Occasionally falls to see the point.

_ Has gocd grasp of every-dsy situations, but often
misses the subtle angles.

_ Usually shovs common sense where the point 1s obvious
but incapable of keen analysis.

- Entirely lacking in subtlety; often misses the obvious.

Completely fails to see child's viewpolint, capacities,
- 1imitaticns. iXxpects entirely too much or too
1ittle. Fslls to meet child on child’s own ground.

Salieney: How important is this tralt in the

total patterm of the ratee? Inter rating at left.
Highly characteristic 5 L} 3 2 1 Hezlizible

Certainty: Do you feel that your rating is
based ogzadequate evidence? Unter rating at left

Yery pdequate 5 4 3 2 1 Pure guessing

Score| Rater

Tolvce

-

AY

it

umperl -




RATING SCALE NO. 8,2 Bmotionallity 288
(Fwotional ~ Objective)

Rate the emotionality of the parent’s
general behaviour tovard the child., Is

o131 4| 5| Number the parentfs reaction highly emotional; or
i1s 1t consistently cool and objective?

Rate only in situations vhere there is
Chilad sufficient cause for emotion to bring 1%
out if it 1s there. Combine frequeney
and intensgity of emotion. Combine direct
expression of emotion and lrrational dis=-

tortion of policy due to emotion. “Emotion"

as used includes manifestations of rage,

Foster panic, grief, disgust, love, mirth, or
sympa%hy, vhere feeling preéominates over

- Parent constantly gilving vent to unbridled emotion
in reaction to child?®s behaviour.

Controlled largely by emotion rather than by
reagson in dealing with child,

Ixpression of emotion largely inhiblted, but policy
— readily disorganized. Emotion freely ecxpressed,
but actual pelicy seldom much disorganized.

-

Usually maintains calm, objective behaviour toward
child, even in face of strong stimuli.

Never shows any slgn of emotional dlsorganlzation
tovard child, elther directly or in polley.

+ How important is this trait in the

%%%al pattern of the ratee? Inter rating at left
hiv characteristic 5 & 3 2 1 Hegligible

Certainty: Do you Pecl thet your rating is
based on adequate evidence? Inter rating at lefy

Very adequate 5 % 3 2 1 Pure guessing
Score i Ratey

|
Tolerance

L{ 5| Number

n
o
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Child onl

d dbl

- .!'
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or Jegret of uc*rc:;:‘.c.u to Ene csw.:,g. o wollnrd.

FPogter
Honme

= - Passicnate, conguning, inbense, avdent, viicunirolilnd,

- - Affocsionsve, vavm, fondling, loving, expresuive.

- - Seel, aleoef, distant, forbidding,

-
7 1

- -  Avoiding, annoyed, Irzitated, hothored.
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RATING SCALE NO. 8l Rapport betueen parcnt and ¢hild 290

(Close rapport « Isolation)

Rntc the closeness of the psychologlesl
relationship betueen parent amd child.

lfumber Do they show a high degree of rapport; or
a®e they distant and out of touch with eaci

other "spiritually", tending to be imhibited
in each otherf®s presence?

Child
This variable inelundes mutusl understanding,
sympathy, confidence, and sharing of aspir-
ations% intimate ﬁhoughts% and feelings.

Rate it independently of the donminance-
subnission relationship. Do not confuse
Foster uvith antagonism-harmony’s

Home

TTT T T

Complete sharing of intimate thoughts and feelings,
Implicit trust and confidence in each other.

— Close mutual understanding and sympathy, but vith

occasional, temporary lapses.

Moderate degree of ranport in most situationss
achieve close confidiencein a good many recpects,
but fail in others,

Do not get along together any too vell, but
occasionally a close relationship is temporarily
estgblished,

Perfunctory relationshkip, superficial understanding,
Interest slight or forced, Tend to beinhibited in
each otherfs presence.

Spiritually isolated. No sharing of confidence and
aspirations. llo active interest in each other,

Saliency: How important is this trait in the total
pattern of thc ratce? Inter rating at left.

e 5% 3 2 1 Hegligible

Certainty: Do you feel that your rating 1s based
on adequate evidence? Inter rating at lef¢
Yery adeguate 5 U 3 2 1 Pure guessing
Score Rater ] y
Toleronce |
142 34 51 Thumber
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PARENT BEHAVIOUR

RATIVG SCALT PROFILE 291

Child Case Number Rater

Foster Home Length of time in home
- R - _ o B .
Sca%e Variable Sigma Index Variable
Number

20 30 4 5, Q. 70, 0

1,91 Child-subord., L I T T T shild—centred
5.2 Disapproval ! t AppI’OV?Jl

7.2  Rejection * ! - Acceptance

8.2 Hostile : Affectionate

8. Isolation 4 -~ —{———1 Close rapport

!

- T

2,12 Inert ' I Vigorous

4,1  Withholds help Over-helps

4,2 IExposing Sheltering

7,1  Nonchalent } Anxious

—— |

3+2I Non-suggesting - Suggesting

5.1 Uncritical Critical

————— e aL

1,2 Inactive | — Active

I.7 Chaotic - Coordinated
3.I4 Arbitrary L 4— —|-——| Rational

3,15 Dictatorial 4 + - Democratic

— i

3.3 Retardatory ; Acceleratory
6,1 Thwarts curiosie b Satisfies curios.,
8,1 Obtuse E i Keen

- T

3.11 Freedom J 1 - ———| Restriction
3,22 Sugges. optio :ﬂ—_T~—‘ﬁ‘ Suggces. Mandatory
== / i

— + 4 -

3.12 Lax — | Vigilant

3.16 Vague , Clear

; L i

Sty 1 ' .

1.:; Maladjusted i - | ggrll%ﬁggcusted
1. Harmony 4 T
3.17 Unsuccessful f-—-4— — T T SUCCQSSfUI
3,18 Concordant N T "L ontentious
— - - —_—
l.6a Reclusive 'm——4~~——- — J - gigans;ve
2,11 Brief Contact p—— ’_“{“‘“‘y“””“ Sevgﬁilve contact

<13 Mild T :
%.2 Objective - Emotional

- 2 -1 ) 1 2 3

Sigma Score



RATINGS OF PARuGNT~CHILD nuoLATIOLISHIPS ON
! SCA. L..;S

FIV.E CLUST S O TIis P

Neame of child
Name of parents |77y

Toster narents |}

others ;73
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APPENDIX &

THE CASE ANALYSIS SCHEDULE
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11

12

294
CASE ANALYSIS SCHEDULE

IDENTIFYING DATA

Agency Study
Name of child __case no.._ Noe . ..
Birth date Age (Dec. 31, 1955)

Infants! Hone

Date came into care __Cnildren's Ald __

Age at admittance to care ____yrs mos
—_ Shortly after birth
Length of time in care (to Dec. 31/55) yTs mos
. life
Date made temporary ward permanent ward
Date discharged from care Reason:

Statue of birth:

Legitimate I1legitimate ___ Unknown ___

Amount of time required to analyze case

Information gathered from Tollowing sources:

l. Narrative recording PDe recording incomplete
(child'!s case)

2., Psychological report __
E. Medical history
te Family history —
5., Case conference reports ___
6., Revorts for other agencies

Vo

Summaries in record
Block summaries:

Transfer summaries:

Descripntive passages:



295

FAMILY BACKGROUND

13 Marital status of parents:
Married _ Date___.
Common-law-union____ Date
Mother single

. Other_ ___

- - o > e s

FATIHAR MOTH R

o e—

1k Name ___

S —————— A an  ——— ————— A i i e e L e L - —-—

15 Birthdate

- - - g — - - - -

16 Age vhen married

— - - . — e A S T S

17 Age when this child born

e - ——— A i ¢ e . T L o —

18 Age vhen child came into cere

o . e v p—

EDUCATION
19 Known ___ Surmised ___ I.D. ___ Known __ Surmised ___ I.D. _
20 Zlementary: (circle lawt grade) Elementary:
12345678 12345678
21 Secondary: Secondary:
9 10 11 12 13 9 10 11 12 13
22 Other training _—
23 Age vhen finished school ____. Age when finished school___
INTELLIGANCE
24 Diagnostic rating:
I.G. Test___Date oo LI.@.___Test___ Date_
25 Suspected ability:
Above average - Above average
Average . __ e Average e e e
Dull ___ e Dull e
Defective _____ . ____.____..__. Defective e et
26 HEALTH



27
28

29

30

31

32

33
3k

35
36

37

FATHER

MZNTAL ILLN.ESS:
None reported

296

MOTHER

Diagnosed
(specify)

Susnected

A B A A W W WA B W VA Ee— o

- - - e ———— et

(specify

OCCUPATIONAL HISTORY

Ma jor

Minoxr

T . M ——— L e - s L e OO Sa—

T —— ———— € e L W mepOSeme

Stability of employment

COURT RECORD

None reported in record

Charges Date

Gaol record

Prison record

FINANCIAL SITUATION

Result

" ——— - - -

T - A o~ -— - -

Before marriage worked __

Type of viork

Did not work

I.D.

After marriage vorked ___

Type of work

Did not vork ___

I.D,.

p—

None reported

Charges Date

Result

Gaol record

Prison record
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PZRSONALITY
38 Recorded reference to father's personality cheracteristics:
39 Recorded reference to mother's personality charscteristics:

PARENT~CHILD RELATIONSHIP
Mother's relationship to child:

40 Prior to placement

L1 During placement

Father's relationship to child:

L2 Prior to placement

43 During placement



RATINGS OF PAR=NT-CHILD nuLATIOLISIHIPS ON

FIV.S CLUSTIO

Name of child
Neme of parentc |7
Toster warents |7

5.

WARITTE

Accenting .

Pl W i e . mi e e % om R e e o a

others

ALID

Caswal ....

nejecting .

IITDULGAIIC.S

-l

2 0606 0 c a ¢ o n

ACCLUPTANCS

© 9 b v 6 000D O DO S G O O 2

e 4 6 6 6 0 o

% 0 000098 06 0 3000 C 90

Indulcent, over-nrotective

are
l._-L}Ced » » 60000 ®® 00080 & 0600 O O

tonchalant sovecosccoosocns

Denocrcctic
Iﬁ.;‘ced- ® & & & 0 0 8

Autocraotic ..

RISTRAILT

Controlling .
Inconsistent

J;"‘/-ooooaonoc

IFFCLTVAN.ES8

o
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Tormulation of
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°
°
3
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°
°
°
°
°

RUGULATION

A

5 © 9 3 00 06 % e 0O

rOLICY

Regulation policy effective ...uuvvnsone

Partiel snd/or transitory effectivencss

Continual disciplinary problems ,.......
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4

45

L6

L7

%9

50

51

52
53
55

56
57

SIBLINGS

Number of children in family: (circle one)

only child, 2, 3, &, 5, 6, 7,

Cardinal position of this child in
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, I.D.

Siblings
1 2 3

Name

I.D'
the femily:

299

Birth
Date - - ——— e

In care
of CAS

- - - ——

—— —— - -

Age
(Dec 31/55) o o e

Intelligence
Disgnostic:
I‘Q- - o——

Test

Date

s e

Suspected:
Above

Average - -
Average

—————— S -

Dull

Defective -

Institutional History:
0.H.S.

O.TOS.

slsevhere

Court Record:

None KNOWIL | . o i s cme e m = e s i i smn -

Charges - -

e -

Dates

st oo

P L T T ol

Results ___.__. -
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58 Rearing of other children:

59 Relestionship of study child to siblings:

TH3 INTA: SITUATION

—— -

60 Reason for vardship ection:
(the neglect situation)

61 Did parents request placement?

62 Activity of the parents in placement:
liother: Father:

63 What interpretation was given to the child regarding separation
from his fanily?

At time of separation:

64 When in foster home:
(age of child)



301
65 SYNOPSIS OF FAMILY SITUATION AND PROBLMS

Age of child

66 Agencies registered with Social Service Zichange which had
served the fanily:

Family not cleared with the .xchange ___



67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

302

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY

A T A o g s W o 2

General health condition:

Any concern regarding health in general:
Age of
child

History of serious illnesses or series of illnesses:

Recorded reference to possible ceuse of retardetion:

Amount of time in hospital:
Under one year of age

Preschool
Latency

Acolescence

Physical handicaps:?

Develonmental hicstory:

Full ter.: baby gce at vallidng
Labour Uscd vords at
Sitting alone Walliing olone
Teething

Physical appearance:
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PSYCHOLOGICAL HISTORY
75 When was retsrdation first suspected?

76 What indicated retardation? (develomental sizns recognized by
social workers and/or foster parents)

77 Psychometric results:
Sub tests Where Relig=-

Date Iast CoA. McA. I.Q. =~ ~ tested  bility

L.
2e
3.
4,
5
6
7
Study
Test

78 Range of fluxuations of I.Q.'s:

Alvays borcerline seoesesen .
Borderline and ahoVe sesscsoccs
porderline and below esecsosesse
Borderline, above and bclov ..

nna
e
.
e

79 Results of other tests if administered: (Rorschach, T.A.T, C.A.T.)
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80 Was child's situation conferenced vwith the agency psychiatrist:
If M"yes" reason

81 Seen by agency psychiatrist:
Reason

82 Treatment or diagnostic services from elsevhere:

83 Recorded references to child's interests - special skills:

84 Appraisals of child appesring in psychological reports:

10
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85 Social Development of the Child:
(socielization, social naturity, peer group relationships)

86 HISTORY OF PROBLIS PRISTITA) Y GIILD
(indicate age of chilc and vhether nrevious to being in care or not

1L



PLACEMENT HISTORY

No, of

g7 Placement

88

Nature Dates

Name of F.P.
or Institution

1
2
3
L,
D4
6.
7
8.
9

10.
11.
12,

No. of
Placenent
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Length
of Timq
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Age Range
of Child
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Setting of FH
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11.
12.

Frequency
of contacts

Reasons for
Removal -

Request
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FOSTER HOME HISTORY

89 Placement number ____  Age range of child vhile in this home __

90 Name of foster parents

W — A . . > L W - m- s W M e M W we M WLw A om ows W a3

91 Foster warent - vorker relationship during this placement:

92 Problems discussed vith foster parents:

03 Internretation given to foster parente of child's limitetions:

ok Foster perents attitude tovards child's limitetions:

95 Level of schievement which foster parents set for child:
(realistic or unrealistic, acceleration attempts and indications
of the smount of precsure felt by the child)

96 What type of ectivity did the foster home setting provide?
(recreational Tacilities, training, compensating resourcec)

In the home activities:

97 Out of the home activities:

13

—agroapan
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98 Child's contact with natural parents while in this homes:

99 Foster parents! renction to natural parents:

100 Picture of foster mother derived from the record: (cf, llanual)

101 Picture of foster fatbher derived from the record:
(hovt active wee the foster father in this hone)

102 Degree of child-centredness of thlg home:

103 Child's relationship with, and attitude to other members of this family
Other foster children:

Own brother(s) and/or sister(s):

Others:

1k
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104 Nbaﬁures of control and guidance which the foster parents employed:
ature:

Results:

105 Picture of the child's adjustment in this foster home:

106 Reason for removal:

107 Was this home rated on the Fels Scales?  Yes No

15
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INSTIQPTIONAL PLACEMENTS

108 Duration of time in institutions:
Name of institutions Dates

109 What were the rcasons given for the usc of an institution?

110 Factors connccted with commitment to an O.He or an 0.Hd.S.:

111 FPrctors conncctoed with commitment to an O TeSe:

112 What were the rcecorded impressions of the rosults of institutional
placement?

16



311
SCHOOL HISTORY

Rurol __
113 Age when sterted to school ____._ .. _.__Urhan

Town

114 Iast grede recched by Dec. 31, 1955 .

B m o mm——— B = @ i e iee G A SO

115 Age vhen child left school

B T T i T T e O Sy

116 School Setting:

Slenientery:

Urbrn 1 23 L 565 78
1 23Lh 58678 - furiliory closscs
Towvn 1l 23k 5678
Durel 1 234 56 78
117 Secondary:
Urban 9 10 11 12 Vocationnl course 9 10 11 12
Towvn 9 10 11 12
118 Opportunity classes
Urbon 1 2 3
119 Other

120 Did the child receive any specilal training?

121 When was the child's retardation rcflccted in his school progress?

122 School progress: (grrde repetitions, rcetardation in subjcects)

123 Was ony interpretation of the child's mental and socinl retardation
given to the school? (by whom given?)

17
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124 Did the school attompt to interpret retardation to foster parents?
(psychologist, principal, teacher)

L
o
A2}

ixtra-curricular activitics found by child to compensate for
retardation:

126 Was child cver cxpcelled from school?

127 Teacher-child relationships:
age

128 Child's attitudc towards school:
age

129 Werc oany attempts made to accelerate academic progress?

18
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EMPLOYMIENT HISTORY

130 At what age did the child start to earn money?

type of work part tinc full time oge of child

- —

131 At what rgc did child bccome completely self-supporting?

132 What help did the rgency give in finding jobg for the child?

133 What hclp did the agency give in maintaining child between jobs?

13% Whrt type of sgervicc uns given to the child ~Tfter he renched 16 yrs?

19
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APPENDIX 5

ABSTRACT OF

A Descriptive Study ot the Adjustment and
Soclal Competency of Adolescents
of Borderline Mentality
Living in Foster Homes,

5\
}

This project is a descriptive‘study~oﬁ%the deig}gp—
ment and adjustment of teenagers of borderline\mey' ’

ability being reared in foster homes supervis-erf
G@i&dren'g‘ﬁia’ﬁnd Iﬁfanﬁé"HbMes of Toroitte. T{e project
was sparked by the supervising soclial workers! belief that
the subjects varied widely in soclal competency or maturity
although all were of borderline mentality. ' The “investia
e SO — g ST e e e e . np

gation was focused upon examining the association Which
existed ‘between the nature of the foster parent-child
relatlionship and the subjects! adjustment and leVel of
social competency. Phe malh proposition fo the thesis
stgt;ét-tﬁere is a significant association between the
nature of the foster parent-child relationshlip for adoles-
cent borderline defectives and (1) their total adjustment

and (2) their level of social maturity°

lap D —Iheste—prosonted=—by-C. Graeme Spence
to the School of Psychology and Education of the

University of Ottei///\§}7 pages.

Mﬁ?ﬂ
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|
Subjects were considered borderline defectives
if theii\i

/

‘?telligence quotients, obtained on the Revised
Stanford-Bfnet, were between sdventy and eighty. A battery

of rating scales, the Fels Par%nt Behaviour Rating Scales,
were employed éo study the dynémics of the subjects! re-
lationship with Bheir foster pérents. Total adjustment

was rated from the evidence in;the narratiée case records
of the subjects'! freadom from problems, tﬂeir adaptation
to their foster home séttings, the adequacy of their social
relationships, and their progréss at school or at work.

An adjustment inventory was also used, the Mental Health

Analyslis, Elementary Series. uSocial competency was assessed

from the administration of tﬁa,Vin%land Scale of Social

Maturity.
The study population was<a:£&niﬁtﬂuniﬂéfﬁé“ﬁf>\

r
s

forty-four children ranging in age from twelve to nineteey
years, They were admitted to the care of the Soclety,
because of parental neglect, when they were an average of
five years old. At the time of the study they had spent
an average of ten years in foster homes.

The study findings supported the soclal workers'
impression; many of the subjects had attalned a normal
degree of soclal competency for their age despite border-
1ine mental abllity. Significant associations were found

between the nature of the foster parent-child relationship


file:///ntelligence
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and variations in both social maturity and adjustment 35//

foster parents.
Foster parents, like natural parents, had difficulty

in accepting retardation. The foster parents of the

subjects whose adjustment had been rated as good, accepted

the children's retardation in a positive manner, In contrast,

all the subjects rated poorly adjusted had foster parents

who in one way or another did not accept their retardation.

4 i
Good adjustment ratings were assoclated wlth foster parents

wﬁg here accepting, indulgent, and democratlc in their
formulation of rules and policies. Although they might
tend to be lax, they maintained an effective regulation
policy. It was also noted that the subjects who were

rated as well adjusted showed the greatest degree of social

competency or maturity, while the poorly adjusted showed

the lowest.

PN

Iﬂ addi%fbn to 1nvest1gating the relabiohship

i
between parental behaViour and the adjustment of the subjeqts,
i

ey

a comprehe?sive description of the subjechbs was presented
including hatg concerning their family backgreunds, and
a review of their fQ§ter home, educational, and employment

J

histories. ;
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