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PREFACE

Mark Twain's remarks about the weather might de spplied, with some
reservations, to Canadian loeal history, Perhaps because o’ its very omie
presence, this feature o” our eountry's beokground has falled to provoke an
intense spirit of awareness smong our native historians. The histories of
counties of Ontario are relatively limited in number, and the najority of
them have been written by the sons and deaughters of the particular localities
desoribed, Seholars who have produced laudable efforts in this fleld may be
oounted on one's fingers: the outetanding contributions in the meagre list
have been those ef Professors Fred Landon snd James J. Talnan, members of
the Department of .istory, of the University of Viestern Ontario, and of
¥re. Edwin C. Guillet, a member of the staff of the Eastern liigh Sechool of
Cammeroce, Toronto.

The erizinal purpose of the thesis herein presented was to describe
the development of Huron County, whioh, dy wvirtue of its unique background,
offered rioch opportunities to a would-be historisn, Az research and study
progressed, other eims orystallised, namsly: to dlase a trall for future student:
of local historyj to discover the historicel possibilities of a;rieultural
journals, govermment records, and travel literature of the ninetesenth ocentury
(whieh hed, in most instances, seldem, if ever, been eongulted); and %o round
out the agricultural history of a signifiosnt period -~ a shapin; period in
Canadian development == as the subetitle indicates. It was felt that the
history of a speoific erea mi-ht be doveloped in the most prasticable manner,
via the theme of s;riocultural development, orlefly beocause agriculture, as
the "bsckpround industry®, played such an integral role in the success of

ploneer development,
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INTRODUCTION

In the course of the development of Canadian history, considerable
sttention has been devoted to govermment officials, legislators, traders, and
sdventurers, but soant attention has been 1aid to the camon farmer, wi.o played
a signifioant r8le in the shapin; of the neation's course. In their estimable
work ocn the e rly history of the Canada Comoany, the Ligars sisters voleed
2 tr.lbut% to the pioneer farmersi

*If history be tesaching by example, no Canedian can
overestimate the value of lLerole types; for the shades of

departed braves stand on the threshold of every deserted

lo~ oabin, Hesrd by, in sorners of farm lots, in grass-

grown ehurchysrds, » silence as heavy as they of the forest

they plerced lies above the dust of the sleeping pioneers,

and the story of their struggles is about to be forgotten.”

But why should the story of the nioneers' eerly struggles be forgotten, when
there remain so many onnortunities to tell it, and thereby todlose e Fap in the
nation's history?t

Daniel Webster once affirmed that the farmers were "the founders of
hunan eiviligsation": the pioneers of Upper Canada, snd, nore particularly, of
the Hupon Traot, justified this eneomium, and were an irportant feastor in the
building of the most prosperous province in the Baminion., There is a romantie
aura about pioneer life, but the light of romance is dimmed by the harshness
of reality, for the pioneers suffered exceedingly from wvarious privations,
That they survived the rigours of 1life in "the bush" is in itself remarkable;
that they leid the foundations of a stable Hrovinelel esonomy is an even grester

phenomenon, Assuredly, ss "Tiser" Dunlop renarked, the value of the land

de~ended upon "the work and the worth of the men who tilled 1t.‘

1 Lisars, R. snd K.¥.3 In the Days of the Caneds Compeny. (Toronto, 1896), p.x

2 Cf. infre, D. 37.
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The aim of this thesiz is to trece the evolution af arrioculture
in Huron County from pioneer days until 1880, the year in which the Ontarlo
Agriocultural Commission oondusted its fIr:itful investigation., The luron Trast
was unique in thet it comprised a large dlock of land owned by & privete
company, and was thus outside the segis of the Protestant Church. Several
faotors sided settlement, end .rogress was rapid (although the Censda Compeny's
methods were not wholly unimpeachable), and by 1844, the Huron Tract had oub=
stripped the Western Distrint in arriocultural development. The success of the
earliest settlers depended upon phyaiecel strength snd endurance, rather than
on intellicence and ekill, Dwellinz=houses and implements were crude; methods
of fertilising, drainege, and erop rotation were rarely praotieed; oz;opc were
prineipally grain and sotatoes, and frulteculture evoked little interest;
livestosk were ill-eda ted to baokwoods conditions, and were generally of
inferior gredes; the nanufecture of butter, cheese, maple sugar and potesh
was almost entirely a domestic affair,

Froa 1840 onward, the fermer was influenced by seversl new develop=
mentse Agriocultursl societies, which aroused interest in more profitable
methods of eultivation and stookebreeding, snd directed a“tention to new
labour-seving devices, made their appearance, and were implemented by governs
ment le_ islation, Frultegrowing, aortioultural, and entomological societies,
together with annuael provinoisl sgricultural exhibitions, provided additional
stimuli in the interests of ferning., Disoontent over dictriot societies
sontributed to the formation of independent fermers' olubas, whio!. in turn were
superseded by the Grange. The latter was more teperate than its Americen

prototype, yet it incessantly orodded the governent into astivity on behsalf
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of the farmer, imother movement during the 'seventios == the ripration to
the West o~ owed itself in part to soil exhaustion, and to the "National
Poliey" of 1878, whioh was violently attecked by the farmer.

Meanwhile, the farmer was exveriensing 1 rroater sonsclousness,
and was evinoing interest in matters not purely egriocultural. ‘griocultural
education was progressing, slowly but surely, after the turn of the ecentury,
and farm journels disseminated ideas and methods, .rincipally of American and
British oricin, The period detweén 1350 and 1880 was a period of emergence,
by the farmer, into the sphere of oontinental enterprise, And simulteneously,
agriculture's sirnifiocance es an industry was beginning to supplant its import-
ance as a livelihood.

The Huron fam, between 1850 and 1830, underwent a ocomplete mete~
morphosis, vie a proeess whioh owed muoh to the genius of the inventoer ard
soientist, and to the edaptability of the fermer., Sudstantial, wellepgroomed
buildings replaced log struetures) improved methods of fenoing, fertilising,
and drainage were edopted; smd new types of machinery appeared. Rapid devel-
ooment in the various phases of spriculture enahbled the farmer to devote more
timé and energy to other problems which were assuming inereasing proportions,
namely, sgricultural eredit, dbanking, ocommerce, speculation, and rallway
expansion, Lebour problems vexed the farmer, espeoially after 1875, when urban
eentres began to attract young people,

In the meantime, the farm, in its developmem$, was proceeding “from
hamogeneity to heterogeneity®, -~ from the simple to the camplex, Speoial=
isation was tried, but was found wanti. ;s by the 'soventlies, the majority of
Huron farrers hed turned to mixec farming. The features of oroperaising inecluded

the important position ascorded to wheat, the flax "furore" of the 'sixties,



and the inoreased oultivation of certei.. other croos., The furon farmer's
produse, in field erops, approximeted to that of the averrgs Ontario farmer,
but in the production of fruit, luron surpassed the )rovincial average,
Horticulture and reforestatiom received no small anount of attention, end
the development of livestoek and dairying was repid, cspeclaelly nfter 1860,
Several faotors, such as privste enterprise, governnent assistence, eommercial
asreesnents, embargoes, and soll exhaustion, oontriduted to the success of
tiese departnents of farming, The cheese-~feotory systen, Lurorted from New
York state, enjoyed a phenomenal growth; in the production of eggs, furen
County ranked first in the Daninions

The eoconanic welfare of the agrisulturist was profoundly affescted
by numerous “pests®, including insects, weeds, and swindling salesmen,
The ohlef agent of combat was the farmer himself, alded and ahetted by private
associstions, govermment legislatiom, snd various pudblieations. The develop~
ment of marketing facilities and the growth of towns and villa-es owed mueh
¢to the excellant rosds and reilways which traversed the cocunty, Nmerous
mills end manufastories contridbuted to the srowth of respective sorrmnities,

Thus the Huron farm grew and matured, like a living orpanism, in
e nenner whish was typicsl of most Ontario farms. The sell=suffieing farm
of 1830 had its counterpart in the fam of 1880, though the foundetions of
the latter were erected on a higher plane, !uch of the succogs of the
egrieulturist lay in his ability ¢o ;ynohroniu new economic notes with the
old.
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CHAPTER X

The County of Hurons General Description

Georrarliic<l Position,

The oounty of Huron, ccouoyin; an area of 707,028 acres, or
1,104,8 square miles, is one of forty-three counties, which, witl. elevemn
distriets, eomprise the province of Ontario. Lying ietween the forty-
third and forty-fourth parallels of north latitude and the eighty=first
snd eichty=second parallels of west longitude, "uron County is bounded on
the north dy the sounty of Bruse, on the east by the eounties of liellington
and Parth, on the south dy the eounty of !ddlesex, and on the south~west
by the Sable River and the seunty of Lambton! FHuron County has a frontage
on Leke Furon == whish is its western boundary, and from which it reeeives
its neme -~ of nearly sixty miles, and extends eastward from the lake to

distances verying from fifteen to forty m'les,

Goolqaggal Formation,

The provinge of Ontario is divided by pgeolopgists into aix
districtes (1) the Lower Ottews; (2) the Northern Townahipss (3) the
Ontarios (4) the Erie and Huronj (8) the “anitoulins (6) the Upper Lakes.
Huron County lies within the fourth division, whieh extends immediately
west of the Omtario distriet, Zrom whish it 1s separated by the Niegara
esoarpment. Geoloziocally, Huron County is situated almost entirely within
the area known as the Devonian series, although s part of Crey and Howiek
townshipe 1ies within the Silurian area® The Devonian series falls into
five groups: (1) Genesee group, in whish is included Muron (black) ahalej
(2) Hemilton group, composed of Ipperwash (gray) limestone and soft bluish
shales, and Alpena (gray) limestonesy (3) Maroellus groupn, wi'lch comprises

Delsware (blue and brownish) limestone; (4) Onondega group, corprising



Onondage (bluishegray) limestone; and (8) the Detroit River group, formed of
lucas (hrown) dolamite end gray limestone. The Cilurian: series, insofer as
it affeots Iluron County, comprises the Cayugan (roup, in wl.ich are included
Axron (dark gray) dolomite, and Cemillus shale, which contains salt and
gyosum beds. (The abundance of snlz in Juron was a factor i1 the rapid
development of dairying a:d fertilising which took place in the county. )
Rock outorops are loeated in seversl aress, particularly in the northern
tmh1p=.

Above these formations of the Silurian and Devonian series lie
deposites of the Glaelsl, rost=Glacial, and Heoent-Age periods. These deposits,
spread over the whole Erie and ruren distriets, particularly in Iurem County,
may be olassified thus, in aseendin: order: (1) lower dr.-if!: clays (2) upper,
oy stratified drift oilys (3) lower freshewater clay and sand; (4) upper
freshewater olay and sand; (5) recent deposits proper. Those whish abound
most in Huron County sre the first, second , and fifth deposits: the
first ocourrins more in the northern part, the second towards the south, and

the fifth in various locsalities of hoth sections.

Zopography,

The surface of iuron County is remarkably level, vrrying from 120
%0 250 feet above the waters of Lake lluron, and from 480 to GOO feet above
Lalke mtlﬂo! The surface s & ccapramise between the flat plains of the
southwwegtern eounties whieh border Lakes Erie mnd 5%, Clair, and the northe
western counties whieh border Georgimn Bay. The term "pently undulating”
Ray be ap lied to a soansidersdble part of the ocounty.

é
The soil eonsists of a deep rich .lack loam, with a subsoil of olay,
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intermixed with sendj; alon: t.e lake shore, a:d towards the rorth, the
soil is lip!ter, Fregquent deposits of stone nnd ravel are found in the
northern tommships (e.r. Turnberry). 4bout 48 per cent, of the soil
oonsists of olay loam, 16 per cent, of sa.dy lomm, and the re minder of
heavy eslay, send, gravel angd blesck losmm. Ths subacil srnsists generally of
slay and gravel, For sgricultural purposes, about 30 per cent, of the land
is first-ocleass, 34 per cent, is seocond-class, and 36 per cent, is third-
91..-3

The forests are composed of valuable and useful tinmber, the
predaninant specles %“ein~ maple, bLeech, elm, basswood, hemloock, butternut,
blesk ash, bireh, and cedar®

Furon County is both watered and drained by the '‘aitland, Bayfield
and Axx Sables (or Sable) Rivers, with their tributaries, in addition to
mumerous minor stresms which flow into Leke Threng lp_rlngl sbound throughout
the dittrﬁct? fhe three brenches of the ¥aitland (north, centrsl, and south)
unite st Winghem, and flow west and south, emptying into the leke at
Godericin, The ¥aitland 1s wery oirouitous in its course, swift in its
zcvements, and in many pleces is bordered by rugged, pioturesque banks.
The Dayfield River rises in Perth, flows through Tuekersmith to Clinton, and
then veers south and west, to empty into the lake, at whioch point it forms
the chamnel of the Bayfield harbourj this river is smaller and less rapid
then the Maitland, The iux Sablss (or Sable) also rises in Ferth, passes
through Usborne and Stephen into the county of iMiddlesex, amd then winds
back, to form a part of the boundary between Stephen and the eounty of
Lambton, eventually emptying into the lake north of Kettle oint. The Sable

draine a large sres, but it is an unattr-etive strean until it spproaches
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the lekej; then it presents » more faviurabhle aseot. The rivers are

partially navigadble, and are well adepted to the erection of mills.
There are four or five lakelets in the northern secti.n of ‘'lowlek
towmship and e conatldersble arem of awan) land. The weters of Lake liuron
are benutifully trensparent, a4 have a favo.irable influence on the

atnosphere,

Climate.

The elimate in Hupon County is mueh milder than that on the shores
of Lake Ontario, and, in keepins with the rest of the province, is extremely
nllhrlou}} The weathur in Ruren, in 1831, wes desoribed thuss "Winter
ugsually sets in at adbout Chrietmes, and lasts until the middle of Mareh, the
snow remaining en the rround for nearly a montheeeece. In Harch the weather
is usually tempestucusj in July and August extremely hot, and in Ceotober
and November, often werm and 1!1'1»7}a In 1831, the averare temneratures in
sumier and winter, in the region about Goderich, wore 77 leprees, and 22
degrees, Fahrenheit, respectively; 214 daye were "eleer and fine"; 89 hed
rain or snowj 62 were cloudy. The avereage tempersture of the winter of
1847-48, reported by e tranllo}'? was 26 derrees, =~ oomparatively mild,

During the peried 1850 te 1850, the olimate of !luron County
uhderwent s noticeable ehanse, becamiaz increesingly milder. In 1868,
Professor George :uckland visited the county, and was pgreatly impressed
by the mildness of the olimstes

"eesee the ghore along Lake 'uron, for three or four niles
inlsnd, has decidedl, a looal climate, escaping those late
frosts in spring, and early ones in sutum, whiohlzro of'ten
80 prejudicisl in higher and remoter situations,”

The absence of labe spring and early fall frosts enalled iuron

County to become a successful grainegrowing and frult-growing area. In

5,



18680, Huren farmers were enabled to ;row in the opan air fruits and
veretables whioh would have been killed by frosts twenty o thirty years
bcfu'*? The lake shore distriet, especlially, became a fine frudt=;rowing

belt, owing to the climate, rather than to any other single a enoy.

The Townships.
Huron County toe=day embrsces fifteen townships, nine of which

formed e part of the originel Iuron Traot, and six of which were oresnted out
of orown lends. At one time, the sounty oonteined seventeen townships, the
additional two being MeGillivray and Biddulph, whioch salso lay in the "arem
Tm}f The question of ennexstion of both these townships to }iddlesex
Ceaunty was eonsidered as early ss July 22, 1862, when a petition to that
effeot wrs drnmlz The reason behind the deasire for miexation wes the
somparetively great diotm%g of Goderich: the village o” Ireland in
UeGillivray, for exsmple, was forty-one miles from Goderich, and nineteen
miles from London. An sct of June 9, 1862, provided for snnexation, snd
in 18685, Eiddulph end MeGillivray townships left the bounds of liuron County
and entered into union with the County of fﬂddlnx

The township of COIbwne? which faces Lake lluron, is separated
from Goderich township by the windin; Maitland River, which, with its steep
banks, tortucus bends, and soenery, presents a pleturesque sirht. It was
ntmﬁ in honour of Sir John Colborme, who had preceded Francis Nond Head as

govarnor of Upper Canada, The .;-32 of Colborne, whisch is one of the smallest

tomnships in the eounty, is 33,313 acres, of whieh 1000 are hilly, 400 are

€

2
swampy, end 1200 are rolling land, The general character of tie coif is olay

and cley lomm, especially s0 in the esstern and western portions of the

township. The average depth of the soil is ten inches; water is located at
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& depth of fram 10 to 100 feet.

The township wes first settled alLout 1830=31, when !‘dclhiael Fisher
end the Dunlop brothers, Robert and ¥illiam, built homes. Uy 1834, enough
sottlers had arrived to warrant the erection of a tavern; ten yenrs later,
Colborne had a pepulation of 805, and 1,588 sores wore in cultivation. The
first munieipal meeting was held in 1836,

South of Colborne liss the township of Godoriolzxf whioh consists
generally of rolling, land, sonewhat broken about the bordews of the “‘aitland
and Beyfield Rivers, whieh form its northern and scuthern boundaries, The
tomship was nemed af'ter the Right !lonourable Frederick John Hobinsom,
Vissount Goderich. It embreces in its 51,777 eores all varieties of soll,
rey ing from hard olay to bare send, Alan;; the lake shore, t..c land is flat,
dry, sad fertile, but further inland it is somewhat hilly. Coderich is
well-watered, for, besides its uroximity to Lake liuron, and to the !iaitland
snd Bayfield rivers, cleer springs and creeks are avbundant, \.ater liea about
12 to 80 feet underground,

The first settlers in Goderich township date froaa 10283 the
earliest families were the Taylors, Ginns, Sturdy's, llolmeses, roctors, and
Cox's. By 1844, the population had reached 1,673, and 8,156 acres were
sultivated, luniocipal government was orgenised as early e: 1855,

South of the Bayfield River, lies the townehip of ‘tanlgg (44,500 aocres),
which extends from the lake eastward to the London Hoad, Tle towmship
regeived its name after Edward Geoffrey imith Stanley, fourt.enth larl of
Derdy, who had been one of the most praminent stook-liolders in ile Canads
Campenys, Qa the esst side, the land is flat, but there are al.ut 3,000 sores

of hilly oountry, and in the central seotion there is an equal area of marshy
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80il. The pgeneral charsoter of the soil is pood, with elay loanm
predominating. The township is welle watered by the Layfield and several
small stremmsy water is about 15 to 40 feet under the surface,

The earliest settlers in Stanley arrived in 1833, when the leverend
Caoper built a farm nesr the London Rocﬁ? Other settlers followed rapidly,
and in 1844, there were 737 persons in the township, and 1,197 acres were
under eultiwation, In 1836 was held the first township meeting,

The township of 33; separates Stanley and Stephean, and lies hetween
the lake and the London Road, It wes nsmed in honour of h.li. 'lay, Joint
secretary of the colonies with Lord Stanley. Its 52,886 aores form a rough
reotangle, whieh is about seven miles broad and eleven miles long. The soil
is of the first quality, bein composed of a {ine yellow loams there is also
a large propertion of black loam and sand, :ialf the srea of llay 1is rolling
land, and the centre of the township contains marshes; some quicksrnd 18 to be
found, Springs and wells are plentiful, but the largest stream is "Warren's
Croek”. Water is locatec at a depth of fro- 15 to 80 feset.

Settlement did not begin in --ay until somewhat later than it did
in the surrounding townships, By 1839, ¥William Wilson, the V.elghes, the
Bells, snd the Cases were the only settlers. In 1844, the township inoluded
only 113 settlers, who had oultivated 1,943 acres., The organigation of Hay
as a separste munieipality was effeoted in 184G,

Shphg tewnship, situated south of 'ay, is seperated from Bossnguet
township (in Lembton County) almost entirely by the Sable River, which river
also flows from nerth to south through the eastern 'art of tho townshipj
leGillivray township lies teo the south, Itephen derived ita nare Irom James

Stephen, junior, the under-sseretary of state for the oolonles in the time
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of Lord Gederioh a-d Lord Glenvlge Only six miles in width by thirteen
miles in length, the towmship has en area of 54,726 aores, There is
oonsiderable sandy soll in Steyi:en, dut on the wi.ole, t:e land 1s rqual to
eny in the county, especially along the third, fourth, and fifth oconcessions.
Some swemp-land is to ‘e found, but water, on the averars, lies 80 feet
underground, One=twentieth of the land 1s rolling, but eultivable.

The earliest settlers date fran 1831-38, during whish period Jemes
¥illis, a Mr, Trivitt, George Wehber, and Louis Holman asttled. By 1844,
65280 aores had been tilled, and the population was in the ncighbourhoed of
213, Separste mnicipal organisation was ¢ ffected in Stephen in 18423
previous to this date, Hay, Stephen, and Ushorne had heen united. -

East of Stephen and Hay lies Uebe 38 (42,751 ncres), which
yrosenta an oddly-sheped figure, extending ten miles along the london Roed,
which forms its western doundary, On the south lies Biddulph, snd on the
east, Blenehard, Fullarton, and Hibbhert (the last t ree townships are in
Perth Gounty). Usborne received its sppellation from Henry Usborme, one
of the esrly directors of the Cansda Company. The soll 1s predominantly
olay loamp some stones snd limestone formations may be founde A amell area
of Usdorne presents a rolling surface, but for the most part, the land is
level., The Ssble flows slong the third and fourth conoessioms for sone milesp
water lies about 20 feet underpround,

Settlement in Usborme began in 1831, when Willian May anéd Thomas
Lanb settled near what is now the town of Iweter. By 1834, a few families
hed arrived, end ten years later tha populetion was 283, and the scrosre of
tilled soll was 728, Usborne received separate mmieipesl standing in 1842,

30
To the north of Usborne lies Tuskersmith, which occupies the acute
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z'i'le formed by the juneti n of the old Huren and London Hoeds, and which
extends about twelve miles along the former, and fourteen miles along the
latter, == thus presenting a {rontase of twenty-six miles on the two most
importent roads in the county, The township received its name from !Martin
‘Tucker Smith, one of the first directors of the Company. It contains 41,000
aores, and is, on the whole, undulating, with an ocoasional small lmoll or
ridre, HNine-=tenths of the soll is olay loam, which lies fifteen inoches deep;
the sudbeoil is a eampeact, whitish-yellow olay. Alon; the Bayfield Iiver,
which crosses the northern part of the township, lies a narrow strip of low,
flat land. In the south, the land is both watered and drasined by the lLittle
Bayfield, "Warren's Creek”, and minor streamss the ceutral gsection, however,
receives very little moisture, Water lies at a depth of from 10 to 36 feet,

The first settler in Tuokersmith was Neil loss, who arrived in 1830;
nore settlers followed in the succeeding years, and by 1844, the population
had resehed 599, the fourth largest firure in the ocounty, and 2,253 acres
were sultiveted, Mnieipal orgenisation ocourred as early as 1836,

The township of mnu% extende along nart of the northeeast
boundery of Tuckersmith, opposite the old Iron Roed, It received its name
from Jemes MgKilleop, ¥.P., & direotor of the Canada Campany. In shave, the
township nearly spprosshes a square, eontaining 1_52,140 acres. In t ¢ western
seetion, the land is level and comparatively light, btut fartior baok it is
rolling, snd in s> e places affords & good supply of ;raveles The soll is in
general & elay loam, with an equal proportion of other kinds, The township
is very well watered; in fast, nearly one=third of the arcs somprises swaupy
land, A winding brensh of ¢t e kaltlend, Carron Brouk, and Gilver Creek,
together with smaller streams, afford exeellent irrigstion, Viater lies from 12
to 60 feet underground,
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The first settlemens, in the early ‘thirties , was known as "Irish-
tomn" =~ gamposed as it was of such families as tlhe 0'Sullivens and the
0'Neils. The population, by 1844, hed renched enly 321, and but 789 acres
were under cultivetion, The first organisation of MoKillop, for munieipal
purposes, tooh plsce in 1841-42, in oconnection with the towmships of
Hibbert and Lorsn (Perth Cﬁmty)?z

With the exception of Morris, Haullett is the only township in
Huron which does not extend its bo nds to those of the sounty. It is bounded
on the north-east by Wewanosh and Moryis, on the southeeest b MeKillop, on
the south by Tuokersmith, and on the west by Goderloh township and the
Maitlend River. From John Mullett, one of the first directors of the
Compeny, the township received its nane., Hullett has an eoreare of 53,432,
and the genersl character of the soil is pfoods The soil in the south is
6lay, in the eastern and ocentral seotions oley losm, and in the west sandy
losmy, Some sand and gravel are to be found in the central distriot, in the
land bordering the Haitland, Rine-tenths of the surfesce is rollin; but
cultivable, Hullett i1s well-watered by a tributery of the Maitland snd by
small creeksj wator lies 25 feet underpyround,

Settlement in Hullett did not begin until the late 'thirties,
althouch a few settlers, inoluding Colonel Van Lgmond, had entered as early
eg 1828-29, The figures for 1844 pive a total of 195 inhebitents, and only
524 sores of tilled soil, From 1850 to 18562, ullett and MoKillop were
united under one municipal or;anigaition, but in 1862 they were sgeparated.

The township of YoGillivray (86,5068 aores) lies south of Stephen,
and 1s bounded by Biddulph on the west, Williams and part of Lobo (Middlesex

33
County) on the south, and the Ssble River em the west, It received its neme
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fram one of the Csnada Campany's first direotors, One-=fourth of the total
area of the towiship is rolling but cultivable; 4,000 acres are hilly, and
1,000 acres oonsist of low, flat landas, The s0il is, for tho most part, a
heavy clay loam, and the sastern gser+'vm 1a best adspte’ for arricultural
purposes, MoGillivray 1s watered by the Sable River, whioh orosses the
whole width of the townshi) twice, Near the "Great Bend", the Sable is so
neerly on a level with the waters of Lske Hwron that for sane yesrs, during
the period of early settlement, the river re;ularly overflowed more than
two thousend eseres, thus forming an area long known as "the Dmmdedmdn*?
Viater lies at an aversge depth of 36 feet.

S;ttlmmt in NeGillivray begen in 18403 among the pioneers were
Patriok Flsnagan, James Barber, James G, Iriestley, Viilliam Carter, and a
e Choultde Pour years later, the population totalled 443, onehalf being
Irish, and 808 acres were wunder cultivetion, lMmicipal rovernment was
o3tablished as early as 1£43,

The tommship of Biddulgg lies east of lioGillivray and Stephen, and
south of Usbornes it is bounded on the east by Blanchard (Perth County) end
on the south by London township (Middlesex). Biddulph also received its
sppellgtion fram a director of the Canada Company, Of its aroa of 30,164
aores, five-sixtls are rolling but ocultivable, and one=sixth constitutes low,
flat lands, The soil is, in general, a flat olay soll, of rood quality, and
spproximetely one-half of the land is first-class for farming. !iddulph is
irrigsted by a braneh of the Sable, which forms a fine (len of several miles
in length, in the north seziorn corner of the tomnship. ‘ater is looated 30
feet helow the surfece,

In 1830, settlers begen to flow into Uiddulph, whioh wa: only thirteen
miles from the tomn of Londan, and land was taken up at $1.50 per nerg'.’ The

first settlers were James and Adam Hodrins, Riochard and Thomas Atkinson, snd
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the Courcey famil-, In 1834, a oold,g' of coloured pennle was formed under
the direction of Frederick Stever, a Quaker from Norwich, who purchased
800 scres west of the villege of Luoan. A fow of these ne roes were
emanoirated slaves, but the majority of them werc refurees who had been
driven out of Cineimmati b the enforcement of the Ohlo Blaek Lnge By
1844, the population of Biddulph was 1,009 (nesrly twice that of emy other
township in Buron County, with the exception of Goderioh), and 1,740 eores
were under ocultivation, Niddulph was orranize’ as a mmioipality in
Jamaery, 1842,

The eleven townships described sbowe lie in the tract oririnally
belonging to the Canade Company. The lﬁ renmaining townships are government
towmnsahips, snd were oarved out of the orown lands lring immediately to the
north-east of the Caneda Cempany's territory.

The township of Mhﬂelﬁ samewhat trisngular in shape, is situated
in the northewest corner of the county, on the siorc o.' Lake Thiron, and is
bounded on the north by Huron t»mship (Bruce County), Ashfield was nemed
after a village i Suffolk, Enrland, About seven-eighths of the towmship,
whieh s 64,184 eores in extent, eonsist of rolling lands; the soil is of
an inferior quality, especially in the eentral nart. The Ashfield River
1is the main source of moisture, although mueh of tle land is swampy; water
1s located at a depth of from 8 ¢o 40 feet.

As Ashfield was not a part of the Canada Company's lands,
fmmigration did not flow into it until 1838-42, Settlensnt was retarded
by two obstecles: (1) the "eash™ system of buying land from the govermment,
whigh did not adopt the "ten yesrs' system" o~ payment, until 18483 and (2)
the purehase of a large trest of land to the north by a pgroup of speeulators,
under whor imprevement was long in forthooming, In 1844, Ashfield sontained
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only 266 inhabitents, end a total of 228 acres of tilled lend. The first
munieipal transections of Ashfield date from 1842, at whioh time Fast and
West Wewanosh were joined to 1t.

W-mugf edjoining Ashfield on the east, and bounded on the north
by the township of Kinloss (lruse Coumty) snd by a portion of Turnverry, is
the iarpest Sownship in Huron County, eonteining 83,603 acres. l.awanosh
reveived its name from one of the chiefs of the Chippewa Indiansi the
meaning of the word 1s given &5 "Le who amblee the wnter", or "pleasent
seiling”, The general character of the soil is elay lomm, with oonsiderable
blask losm, especially in the western distriet. One=fourth of the towmship
oconsists of swem» lend, and rich bleok muck lies eighteen inches deep in the
swemp sections., WVewsnosh is considerably broken by the Gwisting “aitlend
River, whieh orosses the whole breadth of the township, and, for a time,
rendered the esstern pert insscessible, Vater lies about 20 to 40 feet
below the surface.

awenosh was behind most of the other townships in the county in its
early wvettlemmt, although a few famillies settled in the wostern seetiom during
1840=42, In 1844, the pepulation was 133, and only 87 acres werc under
oultivation, Until 1882, Wawenosh formed e part of the towmushi; of Ashfielqd,
dut in that yeer it becane a separate tommehip, Fourteen years latoﬁ it was
divided by the roasd running north and south hetween Lots 27 and 28 into two
townships, inowm as East and Vieet Vawanosh,

East of LEast iwwanosh, n1d north-east of !illett, lles tlie towmahip
of !hrri” 62,244 scres in extent, whieh war named after the 'onourable %“illiam
Morris, & native of Paisley, Soatland, who wns president of the exeeutive
oouncil of Upper Cenada in 1846, The general ohsraoter of the soil is clay

lomm, but ne-fifth of the land 1s swempy, end another fifth consiste o¢ low,
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flat lands, Two branshes of the Maitland River flow through the northe
east corner of Morris, snd the land ls extremsly broken alon; these
stremms. Water lies about 25 feet underground.

Although the govermment changed its land-sellin poliocy in 1848,
and began surveying in 1849, the sotual settlement of Morris did not begin
until the spring of 1852, There was not a single settler north of the fourth
soncession until the spring of 1854, when the influx was large, and cuntinued
steadily until nonr’l.y every lot was ococupied within the next fsw yanrﬂ
Until 18566, Morris and Orey were united to MeKillop fo;r municipal purposes,
but in that year, Yorris entered on an independently or; snized existense,

Gr’? township (63,936 nores) is situated east of lorris and northe
east of loKillops on .thenorth and east, 1t faces three townships in the
eounty of ‘erth, namely Wallace, Flma, and Logan, Orey received its name
from Charles, seoond Earl Grey (1764~1845), who had suscceeded in passing
the oeledbrated Reform Bil) of 1832, The soil of the towmnship is of good
quality, being eompesed mrinly of clay, -ith an ccossional knoll of gravel.

In the eastern seotion, oconsiderable swemp land and heds of quicksand are
t0 be found; the northern part is sandy and gravelly; the western dlstrict
is predominantly cley loem, Grey is watered by the main branch of the
Maitland and by one of its tributaries, snd possessss an shundance of olear,
000l springs. The land in thic towmship was sold only in September, 1864,
although squstters had eatered as early as 1860, In 186y, Grey (as was
Morris) was organised as a separate munieipality.

North of Eest Wewanosh, Xorris, and Grey, 1ies Tumbder®d (36,800
aores), in the form of s mie=shapen trianglej; it 4s bo:nded on the north by
the township of Culross (Bruee County), and on the eest by l‘owick, Turnberry
was named after Turnberry Castle in Seotland, the pricipal house in Cerriok
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in the twelfth and thirteenth oenturies. The township contains n quantity
of excellent land, and an even larger quantity (10,000 acres) of swamp

and teaver meadow, The um!ulutin.g surface is, to a great extent, ocovered
with stones, as is Fowlocke A branch of the Maitland flowa through Turnberry,
and water 1s usually about 18 feet underrground, The first settlers in the
tmhi?p entered during 1883 and 1864, and the number inocrensed after the
land sale of September 4, 1854, For purposes of munioloal government,
Turnberry was united to Wawanosh until 1864, when it received n separate
mmnioipal status.

East of Turnberry eni north of Grey is tom &8 (87,228 sores), st
the extrene north=east cormner of Huren County, It is liounded on the north
by Carrick (Bruce County) and Normanby (Grey County), on the east by Minto
(wellington County), end on the south by “allase (Perth County). liowlok was
naned in honour of Henry George Grey (1802-1884), the third Larl Grey, who
beceme Lord Howiock in 1829, The surfacc of the township varies fram gently
rolling to decidedly rough; the soll is predaminantly clay loem, IlHowiock is
wollewatered by the Maitland, end containg many swampsj water lles 20 feet
below the surface.

The first settlers were John Carter (1861), Andrew 'Htchell, and
Jecadb Cook (1853), although the influx 414 not come until the autuem of
1854, Until 1886, Howiok snd Grey were united to MoKillop, but in that

yesr, each of the three townships obtained separate munioipel orpsnisations.
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CHAPTER II

The Settlement of the Tract,

Beckground of Settle:ent,

It would be impogsible to ossess a ocon.lete understanding and
aprreciation of the evoluti .n of agriculture in the eount. of luron,
without some knowledpge of the historical deck;round and settlo:ent thereof.
The aborigines of the lands shout Lake 'uron and Geor-ian Bay were the
Surpon Indiens, oalled by the French the Northern Iroqnois% During, the
yeoars 1616 to 1618, Semuel de Chemplain visited the Muron ommtry? in
response to the lurons' pleas for assigtence egainst the warlik8 tribes
to the south, It 1s believed that he landed at the mouth of <+ o lenesetung
(ﬁﬂmd) River, in 1818’ In eny oase, whether Chauplain arrived there
or not, the mouth of the lMenesetung became a frequent stopping-plece for'
the sealous Jesuit priests who entered "Huronia” to win sonverts to
Ch'htimity.' In 1648, e dreadful onslaught by the Southern Iroquoils

wiped out the Muron settlements and the Jesuit missions an well.

234

The moutn >. tha Wenesetung was for a long 1w e porteof-call

for fur-treders, sud oonsequently forned the site of several huts and
wigwens, the dwellinge-places of Chippewas and half-breeds, Although
several -Mp’ sailed up the eoast, durins the latter part of the eighteenth
sentury, the coastline of Lake Huron was not officiall; surve; -od until
1824, when Lieutenant Henry Wolsey Bayfield, "under the order of the Lords
of the Adniralty”, campleted the seven years' kukz In 1826, V.. Oooding,
asocompanied by a Frenclmen, named Fraik Dechamp, ewtablished a treding-
”n-tmmthofmm-mf

The real and vital beginnings of Huron Count:r 1ie in the lnoception
of the Ceneds Cempany, s lsnd campeny formed by Fnglish ocepitalists, under
the leadership of John (hltr for the purpose of encouraging emigration to
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and settlement of Canede, The Caompany possessed a capital of one million
pounds sterling. Lords Goderich and Colbarne, Lisutenant-General Coekburn,
and Colonel Sir John Eswle; were influential shaere-holders, as wore iessrs.
Bid&ulph, Bosanquet, Blancherd, Davidson, Downie, Fasthope, 1'llice, Fullar-
ton, Galt, Hay, Hibbert, 'ullett, Logan, MoGillivray, "oKillop, Stanley,
Stephen, Tucker Smith, Usborne, Williems, and otheras, after many of wham
tomships in the luron Traot received their mmo}?

The firet propclﬁ made by the Coupu_xy wns to take over all the
unassigned land in Upper Cansde, but thils plan was rejeoted on the grounds
that 18 might be eonsidered +¢oo great a monepdly. The second suggestion
was that the Campany should obtain possession o;’ the orown n:d cleryy
reserves, In 1791, the Constitutional A%% had stipulated that the governor
of Ceneda, in granting pudblio lands, should reserve for “the support and
maintensnce of a Protestant clergy lands equal to one-seventh of all those
granted in the past or to be granted in the future for other purpoua}! In
acoordanse with the second proposal, an sgremment was made, on Kovember 28,
1824, between Lord Bathurat, tie seoretary of state, snd the Campany, whereby
the latter was to receive 1,364,413 aores of orown lands, and 829,430 lcr}%
of the olerry reserves, in Upper Canada, st the nominal priece of 3s. 6&? per
acre == or at a total gost of P145,150, 68 for the clerpy reserves alone,
Reverend John Strashan objeoted to this scheme, olaining that tho price was
%00 low, and thaet 8s.64. per acre would be more nuonubl}? Lventually, the
elergy reserves were omitted from the denl, and for them was substituted the
"Huron Tract”, e block of one million sores, which had formed part of an
extensive tract of land purchesed by the govermient fraa the Tlx lNatlons
Indiens.

1
The terms of the new agreement were o-mtalned in a dospnbe% from
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Lord Bathurst to Sir Peregrine isitland, the Lisutenant=Governor of Canades

"eseees In lieu of the before-mentioned 829,43 acres
(of Clergy Reserves), liis Hajesty's Government will preant
and sonvey to the Canada Company for the sare price (E14S,
150, 5s eurrensy) s bdlook of land eamtaining one million aores,
in the territory lately purchased from the Indians, in the
London snd VWestern Pistriots, Une-third part of the befor:e
mentioned sum of R145,150, Be. ourrensy shall be expended by
the Caneda Company in publio works and improvements within
the seld bloek of land; and the remaining two-third parts
only of the said sum of E145,150, 5s. ocurrency chall be
satually paid to His Vajesty's Government. By the terms
*publioc worke' and 'improvements' will be understood osnals,
bridges, high rosds, elirohes, wharves, sohool-houses, and
other works undertaken for the benefit of His 'lajesty's
subjests resident within ti.at part of the Provinse of Upper
Cenada, in emtradistinetion to worls intended for the use
and eceommodation of private persons...... The blook of
one million eeres will de surveyed."

Later, the grant was extended to inolude one hundred thouseand

) 8
sdditiomel seres, snd the method of payment was rovinoé. The Company

agreed to pey 188,000 by July 1, 1835, and thersafter the sum of E20,000

ammially for seven years, making a toal of ms.oa& It should be mentioned

that this new arrengerent did not interfere with the ariginal cus in respect

€0 the eromn lands. The latter were in ths form of dispersed traots of 200,

2,000, and 10,000 acres (a few blooks contained from 12,000 %o 45,000 earsa)

and ere

ohmc;}

scsttered throughout Upper cmdg.;
On Mgust 19, 1826, the Cansda Company was incarporated by royal
&uring the preceding yesr, Lisutenant-~Colonel Irancis Coekburn,

Simon Ye0illivray, Lieutenant~Colonel Sir John Hervey, John Davidson, and

John Galt had been eppointed conmissioners for the purpose of proceeding

23
to Canada to examine the territory whish the Compmny was to receive, The

Huyon Treot wae explored in 1827, end the iluron rosd was built through the

23
wilderness hetwesn Stratford and what is now the town of Goderich, in 1828,

Before the surveying of the Tredt was begun, Lord Bathurst instructed Sir

Peregrine Maitland, the lieutensnt-governor of Upper Cenada, that "the block
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should be marked out by the surveyoregeneral or his deputics, and should
spproxinate to the form of some regular mathematioal fipure, as nearly as
night be oonsistent wish preserving any welledefined natural landemark or
boundaries®. These instructions help to ascount for the shapo o. the ilurom
Trast, which wes nearly triangular in its general outline, The Traot was
bounded on the south dy a tract of unsurveyed orown landa and by the towne
ships of Lodo, Londen, Nissouri, and Zorra, end on the north-eact by more
weste orown lands end Indien reserves. It lay between 43 dorrees, 10 minutes,
and 43 degrees, 63 minutes north latitude. The whole trast was surveved by
1832, and was divided into twenty=two townships, viz.s= Bosmiguet, in the
ooty of Lemdtong Williems, in the sounty of Middlesex; Blanchard, Downie,
gore of D.mu': lHorth end Seuth Easthope, Ellice, Fullarton, Mibbert, end
Legm, in the scunty of Perth; and GColdbarne, Goderioch, Stanley, Hay, Stephen,
M05114vray, Biddulph, Usborne, Tuckersmith (oalled Tuoker Smith for some
years), Iullest, and !0Kkillop, in the eounty of Hurorzz.s By 1867, Furon County
asquired oix new townshins, whieh wore formed out of the orown lands to the
nowth, nemely: Ashfield, Wawanosh (East and West), 'orris, Orey, Turmberry,
and Nowiek, In 1845, however, HeGillivray and Biddulph townslips became a
part of Middlesex County,

In 1879, « movement for further disnmmberment in favour of
amexation ¢o Bruce Coummty, took pho:f This movement was lod i two or
three towns in the nerthern townships, whioh wighed to besome ecaumnty seats.
But general opinion supported the “"status quo”s "We observe that a number
of mmieipalities”, stated the Brussels '?oltg'., "are taking a dbolided stand
against t¢he dismemberment of preseat, and the formstion of new, sounties.”

A dsputation from Turnberry and Howick eerried a petition to Attorney-
Ceneral lowst against the proposed redictribution of eounties, and the

mmtomtomon&?
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Until 1841, the Huron Trnot was governsd bhy ~ ‘‘nard of uagimtrates
who sat at Londen, dut in that year en act was passed by tho first provineial
parlienent of Canede "to provide for the better intornal ;averiment of that
part of this province which formerly sonstituted the nrovinee of Upper
Canada, by the estedlighment of logal or munieipal sutliorities thord}x? and
the Distriet of Huron wes esteblished, oomprising the united counties of
Buron, Perth, =nd Bmi‘.’ GCoderieh was made the ceutre of loeal ;overnment,
end Dr, ¥illiem "Tiger” Dunh;f VP Moy Was nemed as tho £irst Verdon,

lsemrwhile, the povernment was intent on pursuin: an aotive land
polisy in the territory to the norih of the lurmm !rnzf The Indian title
t0o the lands in Bruee County was surrendered by treaty on August 9, 1836,
for s peyment of F1250 emnually, "as long as gress grows or water maa!

On Mpril 19, 1847, an order-inecounsil was presed "to onen up tho waste lmda.
of the erown in the Ruron Distriect” north of Wewsnosh and Ashfield, Surveys
were mede in this ares (knowm as the "Quoen's Jush®) fran 1847 until Im't

On Mgy 30, 1849, an act was passed by whish tho 'won Mstriet was
divided into three sounties: Huren )17 Sowmships), Perth (12 townships), snd
Bruoe (11 mhipl’? A8 the seme time, "The County Division Substitution
Aot” adolighed the old territorial district divisions within the pravlmgf
These assts eame into foroe on Jemery 1, 1860, Goderioh oontinued to bde
the ooumty seat for the three oounties until January 1, 1863, by which time
Perth County hed oreoted the nesessary eounty bulldinge at Wctaz n |
Hay 18, 1882? an eot for the formation of the »rovisional county of Brusce

was passed; loeal jealousies over the site of the eounty town onused a ten~
| yoor 8elay before complete separation was aoh:lovoig Goderieh served as the
sest of govermment for the "United Counties of Huron and Bruce"” until Jamuery
1, 1887, when Bruce, by the "Redlistribution Aot, was set epart by itself,
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Settlement of the Tract.

In the egreement formulated by the Canada Company and the
British government, it had been stipulated that the former would, "in
eash year, 4uring ceece fifteen years, plagse one=half of the lands whieh
duriny those years may have become oooupied and purchesed by them, in the
possession of settlers, either as grastees or as lessces uuder them, in <he
proportion of one head of a lauily for every two hundred acres oi such llndlte
In the event of fallure to eomply with this sgreement, the Comymny was to
be fined five dollars for eash lot left ever, such money to be devoted
towards internal improvenmeut ol that partioular loeality,

The Canada Company lost no time in attempting to settle the Huron
Traote In 1827 and 1828, Guelph and Coderioh were founded, and a comnecting
road wus built through the forests and swamp-lands. Detwesn 1827 and 1830,
the finsneoial affairs of the Company were in a precariocus oondition, but by
1831 the outlook appeared brighter, and the assets indlosted E63,000 ocesh,
and 305,000 esres of land paid for but as yet unnolﬁ A vigorous businees
policy was adopted, and agents were stetiouned st Lontreal, Quebeo, New York,
and in Englend, to urge prespective settlers to pwrohase Campany lande. IS
was durping the eightesn~twenties and 'thirties that the flow of emigrution
{rom the Brisish Isles to British dorth /imerioa be;an. The two principal
routes from the united Kingdau 1o Upper Canada were the St. Lewrence water-
way and New York, both of whioh were almoust insosessible during the winter
months, Jrom Montreal to York, emigrant settlers were conveyed for twentye
two ghillings and sixpence, o five dollars, esach, =- exolusive of provisions,
whieh scst about ¢two dollers. 7The expense of the trip from Great Britain
40 York was estimated at tem pounds for adults and about half that sum for

nila 42
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In order to ensourege the settlement of its lands, the Canada
Campeny allowed "free passage”™ to the head of Lake Ontario to all settlers
who purchased two hundred aores in the orown reserve lands ar one hundred
soros in the tomship of Gueloh or snywhere in the :luron Tract. The settler
paid for his passage, dut this money was scoepted in lieu of equal payment
on his second ingtalment, The purcheaser was allowed to o for his lot by
six instelments within five years, on the payment ef the first of whioh
(ene={ifth), his right to cosupy the land was uk:no'lodgog.s John (ialt
eontrasted for sheap fare for emigrants who entered Cansda via llew York:
by the agresment arrived ag, the total expense of -assa-e fro  New York to
Dotroit emounted to less then ten dollars for sdultsy the charge for luggsge
freight wes ons dollar axd twenty-{ive cents per hmdredmip;h:?

Durinz the neriod 1815 4c 18565, a flood of hooks and parphlets was
written by numercus trsvellers in Cmnads, who sought to instruct immigrents
to profit b <the "exneriences” which they themselves had pained, The
wninitisted imrigrsnt was warned to bewsre of friendly strancers, to refrain
fron an exeess of "ardent qh&tte snd emoking, and to osrry only eertain
artisles ~~ prefersbly money ~= to Cansds, }ush of the advice and informetion,
though doudtless wellemeant, hed the opposite effeot, and usually bowildmd‘
the imngr-g The Canada Company insugurated r polioy of oxtensive ad'nru-ing
snd sought to give gounder eadvice in olear, sucoinet oiroulars.

By 1834, there were 2,594 gettlers in the Furon Traot, 1,168 of whom
were in Furm Ceunty propesc By 1838, the mumber had doudled, and subsequent
settlement was proporticanstely on the inorense, What were the feotors which
eontributed towards the repidity of settlement and the opening up of new
arons of farm lands in Huron?

‘The first feoctor was indoubtedly the Campany's early method of
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settling and selling land, In order to understand this method, cne should

firet oonsider the system of purehese of erown landas,

Crown lands eould be purehased in one of four myﬂ

(1) by cutright purchase at the "upset price" (so oalled hecause at certain
periods during the yeer, lands were "set up" for sale and struck off ¢o
the Lighest bidder), wherebdy ‘buyer reesived a direct title to the
land "in free a.d common soccagé" forever)

(2) by the payment of one-fourth the price in ouh. and three annuel instal-
mante, whish had to de »ald punetuslly, or else the land would be
cmfisgatedy

(3) indigent imnigruna were allotted lend (fifty aores to each heed of a
feamily) on eondition of actusl settlement and the payment of five
shillin s ourreno; per acre, wit: lntorog » annually, the first payment
to begin at the expirstion of three year

(¢) by renting farms for from one to seven years; the yearly rent per sore
(nser towns) was from seven shillinrs sixpence to fifteen ghillings, and
for fearms et e distence of ten miles from towms, fram five to ten
shillings per ecre,

b
Crown lands were purshasable by what was mown as "lcn'l]ua money,
whieh hld ite origin at the time of the influx of the nited Impire Loyalists.

"Sorlp notes” of the nominal value of five pounds wore issued to those

offioers who did not wish to tske up land. The holder of the notes was

entitled to draw s proportionste gquantity of land at the pgovermient "upset
priee”, which was about eight shillings per rcre i Upper Canadn, Yorty serip
notes would entitle a person to five hundred acres of land. These notes were

often s0ld for eesh, ns late as 1860, for one~half or thrae-quarters of their
valud?

On the other hand, the Cenada Campany, for some ti e, leased its
lands on & "no money down" system, == a noliey which was convenlent to
immisrants or settlers who had femilies but no money, and therefore was
eonduoive to rapid settlement. In 1831, land ocould be nurchased in the lHuron
Traet for as little as three shillings to ten shillings per nore, acecording

to quality and s&tuutiag? In 1832, building~lots of half an sore might be
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1

hed in the tomn of Gederioh for ten pounds, and fa.ms in the ..el-hbourhood
for ten shillings to twelve shillinge six-ence per asrle Until 1834, the
grester muber of settlers in Goderioch towmship had paid $1.50 per acre for
their 1md. Eerly settlers often bought fairly large bloskss in 1830, Mr.
Michasl Fisher purehased a blosk of 5,466 aores in Colhorne eammf.’ neay
the bend of the Xsitland iiver) later he rescld a larpe portien of it, In
1833, the Caneda Com:any built the stemmer “ilenss »7 (which pliod between
Goderieh and ports on Lakes Erie and Ontario until 1838), and the priee of
land in Celbarne towmship wa: raised forthwith fram §2,00 an aore to §2.80,
and shortly afterweards to . 3,00, The aversge price of "wild lend™ in the
rest of Upper Canade, for the vesrs 1828 ¢o 1838, was 13s. 84, for olerpy
ressrves, and 9s, 74, for other "wild ld’g Bwhc. this period, "wild lemd”
in New Nrunswick end in Nowva Sootia was chesper than it was in Upper Cenades

In 1861, the priee of the Canada Company's lands in the /luron Trast
renged fyom 123, 64. €0 208, surrency per ecrej in other psrts of Upper
Cenada, Canpany priees ranged fro: 2ls, to 30s, veor wrgg The fixed price -
of erown lands, at that time, was 8s, ourrency or 6s. 74, eterlin per aore, --
%0 be paid in full, in oashd The chief reasan for the low price of Coupany
1and 12 the luron Tract was the govermment's decision in 1848 o nmake free
puedlnltnﬂuhnitorylylng immedistely %0 the north of the Trast.
Such of the land to the south of Huron was held by speculators, who hindered
the progress of settlemsent: on the t. Clair River, "wild land” sold st from
438, % G4s. per serd: |

By the Caompeny’s "no money down" system, the lesses was hound to pay,
for ten yeers, an smnusl rent, which amounted to mors than six per cent. interest
on the total eesh wvalue of the land, In other words, tho average lessee pald,
throughout the whole term of ten years, the interest on a* least s venty sores
of dush land, fron which he was dariving 1little or no benefit, It oan reedily
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be seen that the lessee would have very little opportunit' to purecl.ase by
instalments, and if he failed to pay the total purchase prioce wit..in tem
years, the land would revert to the Campsny. The result was that soores of
lessess fell in arrears, and iuron County, 11 many seoticns, was faced with
the prospeet of desertion and partial ruin,

Neoesaity had foroed t e pioneer farmer of Muron to develop the
resources of the field end forest to their maximum extents tho fruits of his
lebours were soon to be remped. From 1848 to 1852, the highest price for fall
wheat was 90 cents, while in remote distrios, spring wheat ocould not be sold
o afs

The years 1853 to 185G were orowded with events which had great
re-cereussions in the Huron Tract. In 1863, the discovery of gold in
California and Australie ceused the price of wheat to rise slifhtly, In
1854, the failure of erops in the scuthern stetes and in the scuth of Furope
raised it still higher. The followins excerpt is culled from an agricultural
journal of the period:

*The wheat erop in the inited Kingdom is about twoe

thirds of an sverage; and to make up for this deficlienoy,

sbout 32,000,000 bushels will be required, which, added to

average imports, will probnb&x‘-nount to the enormous

total of 70,000,000 bushels.

An expansion of "oonfidence, oredit, and eurrency”, an increese in
the value of property, and the resiprooity treaty with the United States
(Mereh 16, 1858), led to more prosperous eonditions. Reoiproeity opened
up new ehsmnels for commeree, and reilway ounatrustion == but one phase of
general industrial progress -~ provided an avenue for mush of this tradgg
The Orimesn War, 1864-88, olimaxed these events, ax! wheat whioh sold early
in 1863 st Torcuto, for 4s. (80 cents) per bushel, wes sold in 1855 for
11s, 94, ($2.835). The priee of wheat remained faeirly high during 1857

and 1888, owing more to the scarcity of it than to foreipgn commptiolex?



The price of all kinds of egrieultural produce rose gomparatively. Land

priess rocketed simultaneocuslys nesr Goderieh, land which had been bought

twe years previocusly at $16. per scre now sold at §60, sn uors'.' In fact,
" eeess lond in this (Huren] county which, five years aro

eould have been bought for perhaps six dollars an aore, will

now sell resdily at thirtywsixj and there is not a lesses of

e hundred seres in Muron, with say twenty to thirty escres

oleared, but may easily obtein from three to four “undred

pounds for his right and improvements, even though he may be

deep in arrears to the Companyy that is, providing the tem

of his lease be not expired. Meny have sold out, and many,

through the high priee o&produoo. have been able to nay up

and seours their deeds."

Thus sagriculture helped to "save the day” for !luron, But what of
the effeoct of these events on newer counties, whieli had nnt develo .ed
sgriculture to a point of selfesupport?! All these events sauscd "sbsolute
ruin to tl.e settler in the new County of Bruce: he had sold his little

6
stosk and poultry at the lowest figure, and hed to buy at the highut.a
The lands of Bruce County were not cleared, and were not given over to the
growing of greins, as were the fields of luron,

The insrecse in the value of land=holdings heralded a wave of prosperity
in Huron, but it had snother influence whioh was to affeot the develoment of
the sounty in no small depree. When the land rose in value, the Canada
Company st once withheld its entire holdings from sale. The large numbers of
fenilies whieh were smnually arriving in the luron Tract would have had to
choose between leasing Comnany lands and returning whenoce they had ocame, Another
event, however, followed rapidly on the heels of the Compeny‘'s adoption of a new
land policys this event wns the adoption by the government of a new land polioey,
vheredy erown lmﬂr; might be ~urchased on the inastalment n stem. People
preferred to buy then to lease, and within e few weeks, in the autumn of 1864,
200,000 acres were sold in the "baeck” towshipe: Turnberr;, liowlok, Morris, end
Grey, A majority of the newoomere were farmers who had sold thelr property in the

oldey-settled parts of Cuudz? and who were in search of new horizmms. By



34,

the spring of 1886, ell the orown lands in these four tovmslips were sold,
aud every twe-iundred-sore 1ot was settled upomr The situstion is the
more remarkadle in view of the faot thetthese new townships luboured under every
dissdvantage that eculd arise from the want of roads, nills, narkets, and
water oammunications, lioreever, they wore separated from the ocantral vart
of the sounty by llullett and MeKillop townships, a large portion of whieh
remained in the hands of the Campany, and eonsequently wms slow to develop.
't{n four new towmships were, however, to nake gsonsiderable progress during
the next few yesrs, == & progress which was t0 be at the expense of the other
bomships and Godorioz.z Goderieh, notwithstanding its prospects of a reil-
road in 1888 and an extensive lake traffie, wns almost at a standatill,
during this period ?f h;otlo landegrabbings building lots could not be had
et any price. Consequently, Goderich falled to develon into tl.o ;reat lake-
sert which many hed visualised as its destiny, Feelil§ prew inoreasingly
bitter towards the Caneda Campany, beeasuse of its "material” ﬂ.ntwtdzf

The first factor which eoutributed tewards the rapidity of settlememt
in Buron wes, then, "the Company's early method of settling and selling land"j
the permanemt influence of the Caom)any's methods,as we huvo ween, was nct
favoursble $o progress. The seeond fector was the development o. the msans
of Srans ertetion and commnicatiome, lHere was a dlstrict which e land
eanpsny was bound, by agreement, to improve 1. all posaible wvays. This feet
alons was enough to give the liuron Treet the distinotion of uniqueness. In
esoordange with the agreement wiiieh the Company had n.zg with the Nritish
governnemt, roede, 1ridges, piorz? and mills wore oons rusted, and harbours
wore improved. The three most importent roads in tho early his.ory of the
Ruyon Trast were the Puron Road, whish linked Goderioh to liamiltom, via
Stratford and Gelds the Londan Road, which extended south fram Goderieh
through Clinton, Brusefield and Exeter, to London; snd the Dayfiocld Rosd,
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situated between the first and second caneessims of the township of
Goderich, nearly persllel to the lake. The Huron RodA was bullt in 1828
by the Canada Campeny's engineers, under the direction of Dr. Dunlop., The
Londen, Roed, eonstruoted by the government, was later improved by the oounty,
Two bramoches were built from Brucefleldi= one to Hayfield, the other through
Seaforth and Brussels to Wroxster. Later, a highway was bdull: from the town=
ship eof Yeolwigh, in Waterloo cmt;? t0 and throuzh the eix northern townships
of Buren Countys enother road, construeted by the Northern Oravel Road
Company, linked Goderieh te Lusknow, s distsnce of twentywtwo miles. A road
between Kineardine end Goderioch was later opened by the government, which
assumed responsitility for its upkeep,

These roads left mueh %0 be Qesired; for several years they were st
times almest impassadle, especially after s rain, In winter they provided
e swift medium of interecurse. Iiuch money was spent on their improvement
by both the Cenada Company and the government. The buildin; of the first
roads provided many of the eerly settlers with a means of paying for their
land, licney was scarce, and for sone years "labour® was the only legal
tender at the settlers’ oomnnx? One of the earliest settlers in the town
of Gederich was Alex MoGregor, who osme from Zorre (Oxford County), bringing
with him several yoke of oattle, with which he worked on the C@my'- roadge

In 1886, the County Council passed a by-la providing for the
gravelling of eertain rosdss within the next two years, over one hundred
ad £ifty miles of highway were gravelled; a similar mmount was gravelled,
frem 1869 ¢to 186%? It was during the *fifties that the real velue of the
resds ss providing mericet fasilites was recornised. The ocanstruotion of roads
preceded the building of numercus inns end taverns. At first, depots oontain-
ing provisions and tools wers esteblished along the ronds; tliese depots gave

- 83
way $o imms, which were established by various enterprising individuals,
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It 1s noteworthy that tollegetes existed in 'mran ¢mvib-r until 1878,
when the County Couneil ebolished them; Bruce County had alnlishs’ them as
early es 1887, The first tollegate in Huron wns the one at 'nitlandville,
across the Maitland River from Goderiochj the last one was situated one mile
north of Dmgmcgt

The econstruction of bridzes end piers, and the irmrovement of
herbours entsiled a great exnense. For exmmple, in 1854«55, tho Canade
Cempany bduilt a dbridge over the Bayfield River, and vaid one thousend pounds
for the cost of ereeting only the epproaghes to 12? By 1878, there were no
less than ninety=two bridges in the countys the wvalue of hridges owned by the
oounty wes $110,000, The Camnany elaimed {o> have snemt {86,000. in endeavour-
ing to bulld a good harbour st Goderichs But its labours dore little fruit,
The Campanyy, in truth, was sgain adopting, even as it had done at the time cof the
"lend seles” problem, a "do; in the man er” attitude: the Company feared
that the herbour might begame the property of the 3uffalo and Lake Muron
Railroed Campany.

The Canada Company assisted in the early sonstruotion of gristemills
and sewenills, which were driven by water=power., It is related that one of
the early pioneers in Usborne township went to Uoderich and Larrowed a half
bushel of whert from the Caneda Campsny, half of whish he sowed, or "seratohed
$n", snd helf of which he ates he repaid th Company by workin; at the latter's
uill (the "Bell Mill") 4in ‘mekoumlt!': It is conceivable that meny 2>ttlars
worked at the Company's mills in part-pryment for their hardewon lend. On
the whole, the earl: development of roeds, dridgeg, and mills in Huron County
weg a substantial factor i its progress.

The third fector in the eounty's development lar in the faot that
Furen lay outside the se;is of the Churshs the 'luron Tract was unique in

$hat 1t was the only large bloek of tarritory of its kind, in whioch the olergy
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TOBOYVes Woirw not to be found. The ory of "rotardation v.' Jorol ) mont™
wilol. was raised against ti e cler;; s rese,ves, and v ol nval.ud mial »
seriocus @ispute in the ninetoenth ceatury, falled tH c¢all yuvil oven an
9el:0 in Huraon,

The fourth: fector 1a laron County's rayid progress 15 to be found
in the settlors tho.selves. Tley were, i.. Utlo wumi., 0. irisl, 'ocoteh, or
Faglish stocks ocoestonally, one micht neot with Dutoh and “'e1min: settlers,
All theso t,pes possessed = truc instinot fopr ploncor ‘“aisi.ye "Tiper"
Dunlop, in answer to his own questions "Wih.at Inoreases tho value of landt",
replieds "Nothing but the work end the worth of the men who ¢ill 1t§'., And
there is some truth in this statoment, especlelly ac 1- is applicable to
the luron Treet, Probadbly John Galt's grestest cantributio.: to the develop-
ment of Huron lles, not i iis town=fouiding and not 'n his r wl=hullding,
du? in his soleotion of f£.ne setilers, wl’l: wrhom €2 . a72.10 4114 vir in ares,

A £ifth feoctor =~ oue whieh 1s closel. mlllied to the fourth «~ wea
im‘lpr-tiaxax.a both from the Sritish Isles and from the rest o’ Upper Canadas,
which eontinmued to replenish the settlement for —oars. 16 0w srrivals
from the "old country” brought with them caparativel; new i eas about
farning, especially in respect to stockeraising, deir ing, wul frult-growing.
The ‘new” settlers fran other parts ». Upper Canada Lrought 24h tlem a world
of experience snd the power ol adaptebilitys this feo’ om: o readily undere
stood wvhen one realises how rspidly the tomas:iys of ‘ro., 'oseris, lowlek,
snd Turnberry developed.

A sixth festor, and peri.aps oo of the most portmnent inctors, was
tle rescurces of the oounty itselfs s rioculture, the "baeel=bo " industry of
nations, wes t0 provide a ey and solution to the county's problamas sustenance
and progress. As esrly as 18044, the iluron distriot o.otripuod ¢lo ‘.estern

89
distriet in egricultural improverent,
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chgtor I1: The Settlement of the Tract.
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CHA’TER III

The State of Azrioculture in the 'Thirties and 'Farties,

Vhen the earlieat pioneers forge ! their way into the wilderness
of the Huron Tract 1n the late 'twenties and 'thirtics, they found themselves
in a'veritable paradise. The trees whioch rearec fr :1 the vir 1. soil had
a0t yet felt the white man's axej the 50ll itself had not yst known the
subjugation of the plough. The forests were inhabited by beasts end birds
of several lp“l.l} and many varieties of fish swam in the mmerous streams
and in the great leke to the west. Deer, wolves, and bvears were plentiful,
even as lste as 18683 Good wvenison eould be purchased in winter at twopense
per M! Indieans would often sell the entire carcass of s deor for one
dollar, ~= Sf a settler ﬁrc able to gather that mmtt Dr. Dunlep, of
Gairbraid, wes said ¢o have hed & fowa as a housshold petf A bomty of six
dollars for eash wolf=skin was paid by the gmmmcntf The Trast was a
haven for smaller animals: - beaver, muskerat, otter, raccoon, mink, wild-
ests, reddits, o!.npmko. end squirrels nbeundod. The LYlaock squirrel was
partisulerly do@tiw to grain eropa:’ The swomps in the oeutre o. the
Traot were alive with frogs, whioch ranged fram five pounds in weight to the
sise of a wren's ou! The most oocmon game~bird was the passenger- oy
earrier-pigean, which existed in multitudinous qumitities. Strickland tells
of heving killed as many as twenty or thirty at one llwt? They fed on wild
berriss, and provided excellant meat, ‘artridge, queil, smnipe, plover, duecks
and goess were slse prollﬂ%? and filled s prominent place in the early
settler's larder. The Trest was aleo the retreat o' other wild birds;
blackdirds were the most destruotive to crops, DI robably the farmer's most
feared enemies, however, were the nooquito}% and the black flies; even
Chqpug som. lained of the mosquitoes, A deseriptiom of the fish which

43.



44,

were ¢o be found in the neighdourheod of the iuron distriot is given by
Dre Dnnlob‘
"The rivers and the lake ghound with fish, among which

may be emumerated the oturgo&. river trout, pike, piockerel,

maskononge, mullet, carp, suoker, herring, white-fish, bass,

sun={igh, ostefigh, and sn undesoribed species oi' the salmon
tribe, celled a mackinaw trout."”

In his new surroundings, the pioneer farmer was in olose soomunion

l
with nsture, He essayed to keep his work attuned to nature, and sought to
earry on in unison with the seasons:
*The silenee of tho winter was broken bL:: tie first

running wetersy and howling, queasking, grosning snd piping,

below, with the greetings of robin, blaockdbird, orow, snd

bluejay above, were not unlike the tuning of an orchestra.

Summey came, and the festoons were bowers of greeng the

oeaks, maples, and dbeeches, all 0 many tokens of riches,

spresd into leaf. In sunny pleses, the wild plum bhurst

inte mmow=drifts, white as those just gone; and from its

hidingeplase the Canadisn rossignol sang" sweetly, /nd 1§

st night "all the forests swarmed with myrieds of fireflies,

The early history of agrisulturs in the eounty of liuron reveals a
oconstant struggle ageinst nature and the elements. Ve might Lorrow e phra%g
from the Lisars sisters, and ;0 80 fer as to state that the pioneers' songquest
of the 801l constituted "Huron's ege heroie”. The piomesr farmer's success
depended upen the smount of physiocal strength and endurance which he possessed,
rather than on his intelligence, judgment, and skill, It was not until he
hed passed the most intense period of his struggle with nature that the
ploneer resshed even the insipient stage of agricultural evolution.

Ble firet eoncern was not the growth of orops, but the ereotion of
e suitsdle dwelling in the wildernese in whioh he found himself. The site
of the house er log lh!l%; depended on several factors, such as the soil,
the proximity to s spring of fresh water, a roo&? s mill, a river, or neigh-
bourss The quality of the land wes assertained from the trees which grew

9
upon its the harder the wood, the richer ¥as the -011. The most suitable time



of year to commence building operations was in the early fall, when bleok
flies and mosquitoes hed beoams fewer in number. Wne :an could olear a
spese for a hcuse and prepare the nedessery logs for construotion, within
one week, A log shanty, twenty-four feet b; sixteen feet, vontained ample
roo %o begin withy the fleor was o.n osed of hard earth covered wit! straw,
ar of board slatss A small ocellar was oiten dug near the Iiro-plase,
ecmodious enocugh to hold a largs quantity of potatooi? Sanetimes root
osllexrs were made by emcavating holes in a contijucus olsy bank, and
eovering thom with cley and menurss

Tho sverage cost of a log oabin was KlB,, of a log house I48,.,
and of e log barn E28, After sswmills were erested, sturdy frsme-houses
eould be built fer about X120, The charge for smwin; ono inmdred feet of
one=ingh bosxrds was tlree shillings, end for two-ineh bosrds five .mnmﬁ?
Samstimes a bergain was made between the fermer and the nill-owner, whereby
the latter aceepted a share of the wood cut in lieu of cesh paeyront. Boards
were usually cut from the white pine, spruce, and hemlock,

Perhaps the greatest talll wilch fased every setilor wes that of
clearing the hnr By a process known as ”\mﬂcn-bmniungz? all the small
troes and shrubdbery were eut down, The brush was then piled in winderows,
Af the timber were conifercus, or in heaps if it were deciduouss then it
was left to dry, for soven or oi it weeks, Ileanwhile, the larger irees were
chopped dowmn, In felling trees, a notsh was usually out into eaclh slde of
the tree, a yard from the ground, The trees wore felled in the amne
direetion, were trimued, and were thon squared into oonvenient lengtha,
Sametimes trees were "giﬁlo&“s a oirecle was sut deep into the bark,
eompletely around the treej) the sap wns prevented from rlsing, and the
branches, deprived of nourishment, ceased to grow. But the dead branches,

when they fell, endangered the lives of cattley besides, the sheding properties
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of the treec were destroyed, For these reasons, then, thls method was not
followed very extensively, After the trees were out down, "logging" took
plase, by whish process the heavy pleces of wood were drewn into a hemp
by mesns of a ohein fastened to » yoke of oxen. After the wood was suffiolently
dry, the first burring took plece. The charred remains werc eollected and
the second durning,or "branding”, was carried out,
Opinions varied as to the amonnt of land which eculd be cleared
by settlers within s limited period of timz:' One writgg estinsted that six
nen eould shep an? burn off an sore in one day} anothgg claimed that one man
could ohop en acre a week but eould not burn the brush within that period.
But as a general rule, sn sble=bodled man could clear an sore of land in less
than ten deys, and might oclesr, fense, and put under orop ten sores of land
within twelve mtlu'.’ The average charge for ocutting timber, clemring and
fencing lacd, if the farmer sugsged outside help, was E3, per acrgli chopping
was done for 30s. per aecre, and loggzing for 20s. per ecre,
The newly asquired land next had to be fenced. The first fenoos
were oamposed either of felled trees or of split rails, Thoe usual tyve
was the "sneke fonofa or "sig-seg” rail fonoz‘? make of split rails, eleven
fest long, pleced one sbove the other, seven rails in heipht, Various kinds
of wood were used, dut the hlack~ash and oodﬁ furnished the hest material,
as they lasted from ten to fifteen years. Ralls of pine, maple, or beech
were rsrely built., Five or six rods of fence eould be out and s 1it i: one
‘vsf Ordinary fences cost ls. 3d. per rod; post and rail fences 1ls. 104,,
snd 2itohing, 1ls. B4,
The sotusl sultivation of the soil wne for several years im ossible,
owing to the prevalence of stumps and the mass of interlaoed roots. Stumps
were the bane of the farmer's very existense. Probably oue or the happlest

moments of his life was experienced when these obstacles were eompletely removed.



TABLE: Pregress dwt:.tn Huron County, by 1840:

_ Popu= Ko, of Aores Aores Frame log ;:3;- I};:ila- Orist Saw Die~

Townshiy lation fenilies Cleared Chopped Houses Houses ings ings Mlls 1911s ¢illeries
Biddulph 420 42 1480 0 - 90 - 62 - - -
Colborne 228 33 1280 37 4 42 7 4 - 4 -
Goderich 1847 113 5103 329 156 308 12 2351 1 ] 3
Hay 60 6 242 85 1 14 1 14 - - -
Bullett 62 11 401 78 2 186 3 11 - - -
MoGillivray 142 21 586 101 - 32 - 33 - - -
¥eKillop 143 23 460 49 - 29 2 22 - 1 1
stanley 211 6 663 43 2 56 - 43 1 1 -
Stephen 91 7 350 94 2 13 2 19 - - -
Tuckersmith 342 30 1467 267 2 T0 4 76 2 1 -
Usborne 138 9 520 43 - 26 2 40 1 1l -
!_ngALSt 8,681 3381 12,652 1,184 168 694 33 592 ] 11 4

Fotes In 1840, ticre were also, within the Huron Trast, thres grist rills =- one in eash of East
?141liams, North Fasthope, and Bosenquet; scven saw mills, ~— two in l.ast 11lliems, and one
i{n emsh of Vest Williams, Bossnquet, Ellice, North lasthope, sn€ South lasthope; and three
distilleries, =~ two in Rast “illiams, and one in South Rasthope.

*LY
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The spectssle of asres of burning -tump” on a late autum evening, must indeed
have been an enjoysble one, ind if burning did not eradicate the stumps,

time and weather completed the process. Stumps generally occunied about
one~eighth of the ares of a n.xl! Ths removal of the laat stwyp presaged

s new freedom and & new ers, aud was oiten the ocomsion for a colebration,

The land was now freed from its "imprisonment”, end the futwre succeas of

the husbandmen was no lenger dependent merely on his brawn, but inoressingly
on his ressoming fasulties,.

The early farmer's implements were of the orudest kind, and the
soanty products o: his toll were harvested in su extremely laborious mauner,
The 'irst necessary implement was an axe, pre.srably oue manufaotured in
Canede, us sxes made in Greuat iiritain were unsulted to the tasks innosed
upon then in the Canadian widerness. A Cirst-rate axe oost, "handle and

all, seven shillings and sixpence ocurrency, but then 1t is a tressure

urtmard-‘? M emusing story is told eonscerning Jamies .111is, who settled
on the present site of Lxeter, in 1832, le walked sll the way to London,
to purchagse a hoe, but the cheapest hoe cost three shillings, two shillings
more then he hed, 80 he walked hame snd planted his potatous with the help
of sn axo? What listle ploughifi® was done was sscomplished witl, the ald of
a peir of stout oxe: and an exe, with whioh obstrueting roots were chopped
away. But for the first few years, ploughing wes quite lmoraocticeble, and
was renlaced by the spede, fork, reke, snd hoes moreover, a goed nlough cost
between two and three poundd} — more than tie early farner ovuld afford to
psye Mieh use was made of a herrow or "drag"”, whioh voneisted of the eroteh
of a tree, drswn by ocxen over the rough surfece. A "brush-har:uw®, or top
of a small tree, was used to cover tumip and other mall uoodgf

Barvesting was a diffioult operations hay was out with a scythe,

and grain wes resped with e toothed siockle or home~mede oradle soythe,
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A geod orsdler could cut two or three sores a day. Orain was hound into
sheaves with the aid of a wooden pake, At first, most of the prain wns
shreshed by hendj but later a tl-ﬁ was made by joining with leather astrips
the ends eof two long hickery poles. Corn wns out with a siokle or sharp
short=handled hoej then it was stood up in shooks, After a week or two, the
oara were oollected and pleaced in wooden oribs, to bLe driot By 1860, there
were about fourteen gristemills in the Huron Trect, nine of which were in
Ruron cauntg Very often the farmer contracted a business deal, whereby the
nill=owner kept a eertain percentsre of the wheat in return for grinding it.
Settlers often went from Tuckersmith to Londem, a Alstanoe of thirty-five
miles, teking with them scoks of wheat on the bassks of oxen, an! returning
on the ssme day with the flour, Some settlers went as far as Port Ctanley,
over sixty miles eway, to have their wheat grmnag

Gredual improvements in implements omme sbout in the early 'forties:
the first porteble threshing machine (mn eight~horse power tl.rcs!.er, with no
seperator) had been introdused into Canada in 1836, and four years later
sppeared the first tresd-mill, operated by one horse. Doth these ilnventions
wors of /mericen urigh‘z'z A improved harrow, of Seottish namufecture, was
also brought in: it was equipped with forty teeth, and eovered e swath of nine
feet. Ploughs of improved psttern, lighter and more effective, began to be
namufsetured; erude elover-seed clesners and root=gutters were also coming
into use.

The ordinary orogg which the Huron farmer planted were wheat, osts,
barley, Indisn comm, potatoes, turnips, pumpkins, mangel wursels, and puﬁf
Spring wheet was usually sown from the 20th Zpril to the 15th lMay, ebout one
bushel to the acre. The sversge yleld in the Huron Trac'ic,) over a ten-year period,
was twenty-five bushels per scre. Fall or winter wheat was pgener-lly planted

during the first two weeks of September, and the avorsse yleld was less then
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4hat of spring wheat. Oats were sown during April, about one and one=half
bushels to the acre; the average yield was forty bushels. Harley was sowm
during the latter part of May, and it ylelded thirty bushels, The following
61
extraot from leajer Stricklend's baook is of interests
“In Mey the settler should plent Indien corn and potatoes,

The Indien corn should be planted with the hoe in rows, three

feet epart, and thirty inehes in the row. A pumpkin seed or

two s o0uld be somn in every second or third hole in each third

row. 1he eorn must be hilled up five or six 1ehes. Totatoes

on the new land are also planted with the hoe, and in hills, sbout

five thoussnd to the acre. Two hundred and fifty bushels ser

GOre are no uncommon orop. I have asaisted in ralsing doudle

that quantity. Eoth white turnips and swedes do well, especially

oen new land,”

In 1829, Strickland hed the honour of being the first nan to put the plaough
into the soil o~ the Turon Tract; he 1 lsnted four sores of whent and Otxtg?
Rye 4id not flourish very won.. although t'e avern e :r1eld wus thirty bushels
per sere, DBuckwhert wes ocultivated onl; to a linited extent, aud viclded
tsnty-rive bustiels,

Turnips were sown by hand durins June, and ylelde' nearly one
thousand bushels per sere. Pumpkins, planted in Hay, ylelded three hundred
kw:!ulg} they provided, for go)e years, the ocomonest winter food for oattle,

b4
The mansel wurtel, a speeies of beet~root, was also ueed as cattle~feed. Ieas,
sow: early in spring, produced twenty-five bushels per smcre. Deaus did not
thrive at all in the 'uron district, Hemp and flax wero cultivated only to
e very small utme A fow of the early settlers nlante) hove, from which was
mede home=brew., During the early years of settlement, olesred land was too
valuable to be used in growing hay for cathle, when it wns difficult to
grow enough grain for food for the farmmer and his family. When hay was planted,
it was in the form of timothy. A lons coarse grass which prew in natural or
Desver meslows was also uveful for folder. The lack of rrass was one of the

greatest privations of early nttlumngg Yeadow~lands often averaeged one ton
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of hay per sore, worth from forty to fifty shillings. Muvrin: comenced in
July, snd resping in Mgust. The cost of seec, oultivet’:y, and hnrvesting,
avereged from thirty-five to forty shillings per asore. The rorular returns
of a sanall farm i) wheat, provisions, snd so forth, averaged a>out four pounds
in wvalue, For some years, however, money was 80 soarce 1- tl.e lluron Traet
that it was often impossible to sell even wheat for onag:'

The eurrent prio“ of grain in Upper Caneda, i1 1802, per bushel
of sixty pounds, were:- wheat: 4s. 6d.3 barley: 3s.s oatu: is. 6d.3 rye:s 3s. 6d.j
bueicvheat: 3s.3 Indian corn: 38, Gde3 potatoess 2s.3 peas: 283 clover seed: 0a,
The current priees of provisions 1n 1832 were: butchers® meats 3jde per lb.}
fowls eand duokss 1ls. per palr: turkeys and geeses 3s. eachj butter: 94. per lb,.
chesse: 6d4. per 1.3 flour:s 26s., per barrel af 108 lbs.s salt: 15s., per barrel
of 8 bushels; tallow: 44, per 1!.):

The earliest settlers in lwron seldom sultivated gardens becmuse
they sould utilise the time more profitably by growing grain and other of
the more staple orops. Captain Rebert Dunlop, the brother of Dr. ".illiem
Dunlop, kept a garden at Gairbraid. lNention has already been msde of Major
Strioklend's first ploughin:'? The first real sgrisultu:ral settler on the
Buron Tract was Colonel Anthomy Van ngngf who, within twenty months, cleared
aoe hundred asres, fifty of whioh were sown with wheatj he also planted turnips
and oats, Van Egmond's wife gut the first sheaf of whest in iluron, in 1829;
the cutting wes made the ccemsion of s ceremony by the ol lolals of the Canada
Ounpm;f On the whole, the first orops in the Huron Tragt, as in other parts
of the V.estern district, were rmrkcblf?

The Hurcn Trasst abounded in wild berries and frults, Respberries,
stzwbepries, blueberries, blaskberries, huokleberries, bilberries, and a
species known as "mmborrhgt grew in larre quantitiog? Later, gooaeborrigg

and currants were introd.ced by many settlers from Fngland, but these kinds



of fruit 4id not thrive very well at firs%? Viild pr-oes, while' were amall
and somewhat Litter, were canisidered sultable for makiny, preserves and wine,
but little ettampt wes made to lmprove tlJ? Nativo plums wore also x;ot very
good in their raw etete, but they too made "sn excellent ;reserve end pood
m‘! The bleck eherry, prised for its fine wood, profuced fruit which had
an astringent taste and lar e utmor? Apple and plum trees ware oultivated
at an early dete in Muron, and flourisheds
"ipple end plum orchards sho:ld be planted as soon as

possidble, and well-fenced frem the cattle and sheep. The hest

kind of grafted frultetrees, fron threes to seven years old, oan

be odtained at e shilling a tree; ungrafted at four shillings

the dosen. The spple=~tree flourishes extrenel; well ... I

gethered, last year, out of my orohard, several Ribstone pippins,

easl: of wol lied more thaa twelve ounces, mul veare of fine

flavour,”
In the early years of "fruit culture®, little attention was paid to orchards
after they were first nlanted, FHowison deseribes pigs ruming loose among
the fruitetrees, whioh were "neither fenced, »runed, nor msnured at asny timo!f

The first eattle in the Duron Trast were of somewhet inferior
quslity, end 414 not equal the sems breeds in England, Cows were not housed
in winter, but were allowed to roam about, “with impleoring looks and shrunken
sides® browsing in the bush with their offsprin® It ia peoorded thet in one
Somship in luron, fifteen hundred head of cattle were lnst ‘'rough nerleet,
durin; one winters but this is very likely an exa;rerstion, A cow and a oalf
ocould e purchased for about ES. On sn average, a oow ylelded ten quarts
of milk per week, from whioh a quantity of butter and cheese was mdz? chiefly
for home consmmpbion., Durin; the sumwer months, lean sattle ;ained in pasture
fram 170 pounds to 220 pounds, and ylelded from 780 o G20 pounds of meat,
a8 well as 100 povads of tauoz! Oxen were at first more mmerous than horsesg
they were herdier than horses, sould forn-e for themselves, and when disebled

eculd be converted into food, A yoke of oxen oould he purchased for from L10



TABLE: Livestock Produotion iam Huron, 1840:

Township Oxen Horned Cattle Horses Sheep Hogs

Biddulph 136 522 41 358 677
Colborne 80 353 156 197 547
Goderich 283 1496 127 597 2816
Hay 30 129 21 108 82
Hullett 14 37 53 79 174
MeGillivray 60 259 13 113 239
NeKillop 48 85 146 63 204
Stanley 74 332 12 117 300
Stephen 38 186 11 35 176
Tuokersmith 122 577 31 365 618
Usborne 48 217 9 136 248
TOTALSs 933 4,192 479 2,168 5,581

63.
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‘0 n?.' Yany of the eerliest settlers paid for part of their lands by
working with oxen on the Cansde Cempany's rosdss e notable exenple is Alex
MoOregor, who drought fro: Zorra (Oxford County) several yoke of axen for
this purpocv

The Cenadlan horse was not very highly esceened, i. the early ynrgg
horses were not very well adepted for use in the bMush, and 1t cosi more to
feod them than to feed cattle, A horse oould be jurchased for about ma)}
an ass eould de hel for firam 78, 6d. to 108, The Lreeds of horses and osttle
which were ta add 8o mush to farm profits, were not introduced into the distriet
until the late ‘forties and 'ﬁtthgg The first pair of liorses in luren County
was owned by . Bieeedy, who settled on the lluron Rosd, near clintﬂa:

The pigs in Upper Canada were referred to as "a vile degenerste
reoe”, = "the secavergers ofcuudgg- and eould be eompared to nothing but
*a small greyheund, with the head of a rhineseros, snd ears ..... like huge
plantain hng They were very useful for food, snd wero oomon in all the
early utﬂ.-am*:f On Narsh 8, 1820, Williem Dunlop wrote fram the Iuron
Trest ¢o his sister Fell, and expressed his desire to have somo pigs of the
‘breed owned by his father in Socumsz In 1833, John Faldene, anocther early
settler in Muren, pnrohuod some pige of the rasor-backed wvaristy, but they
ruined his potate orose Because it was difficult to keep then: out of the
erops, pigs were a grest nulsance; lask of fences permitted thom to roam
Mg? feeding on esorns and refuse, Pigs oould be dboupht {or a few shillings
ad eould Be fod eheaply. Five bushels of >ees or Indian corn would keep and
fatte: e heg fit for mnrlu?; buokwheat was also used for pigi‘eog} Sheep were
of poor quality et first, snd were less adapted than were the pigs to backwoods
eonditionsy sheep 0ost from ten to twenty shillings on}slf

Chickens, ducks, geese, and other fowl were cammon in most communities,

a8 might be expected. The presence of hawks, esgles, and foxes made the
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existence of fowl hasardous, bBut the system of harvesting left rueh grein

on the surfese of the earth, and fowl were almost self-sup orting?

Poultry
was perhaps the chespest of all the farmer's stook, ra .ginr in price from a
fow pense to a eouple of thillings.

Dairying wes relatively unknown, as a commercial industry. Vhat
utter, sheese, and eggs were prodused were used for the farrmer's own consump-
tion, Osocasionally they oouldv be bartered for other coods., In one wesk, =
cow would yleld enough mili to nanufssture three pounds of butier and four
pounds of eheeses. The walue of butter was about 84. per pound snd of cheese

o4
sbout 54, Egrs, as late asz 1367, had 1ittle or no eammorcial value, and were

rarely seld for m.gl the method of storing eggs for export was not introdused
until the 'sixties.

Reference should be made to the farmer's "auxiliary” industries,
w.loch consisted of mpio-mgo.r making, beekeeping, and the making of potesh
and peerlash, Maple~trees were tspped in early spring, and the ssap was
oolleoted in unll pails, whioch were emptied into a lexrre vat, prior to
bolling. The resulting maple sugar a4 maple syrup were mch )rizog? aple
besy, maple wine, and meple vinog:'r ;cn also manufectured by the famer.
me meple=tree ylelded, on sn aversa e, {ive pounds of sugar, worth from 34,
to 44, per pound; a grove of naple~trees might produce for the owner es much
es B4O in ane uuo: Some settlers i, the Huron Traoct made as mich as “"one
thousand pounds of sugar, and from three hundred pounds to five hundrec pounds
Was & eam:on thingg

Bees were not very eommon in the Huron Trast, and honey was quite
l‘ul?; . But the mass produstion of meple sugsr provided the farmer wit! an
sbundent supply of 'mn-mrrte} and honey was not sorely missed, Wi .ver

102
it was produced, honey was worth from 3Ad. to 5d. per pound,



The making of petssh end pearlash which were used 1. the damestie
manufecture of soap, provided the fermer with a sourve of rovenue {or some
yoars. The ashes whieh renained after the burning of timber aud under-brush
were collested and placed in a vat, Iwenty-five bushels of wood-ashes would
melte one hundred pounde of potash, and two men ocould preparo one ton of potash
ina ncn‘tho.s If woed=ashes were not to be had, the farmer collected and burned
vegetable sudbstances, preferably herbacecus plants, sluubs, cnd hard-woods,
The resulting eshes were s0aked in larpe vats of water, called "leonches”, which
wore heated over a fire. Through holes in the bottam of the vals, salts of
& (also ealled "lixivium" or "lixediun") were drained into otlcr eontainers,
Pearlach was made by ealoining potash in an oven, fm order to irec it of all
WM If a farmer did not wish to msnufssture potesl, he ocould sell
his ashes for 6d, a bushel. Potash, in 16831, was worth about 17s, Gd. per
hmdredweight, and oould sell for es high as El, 8s. in lmtreal, In 1845,
the value of ashes was camputed ot L3 per ";12.5 Pearlash involved more lebour
in i{ts mamifesture, and fetshed e higher price, But this source of revenue
was rendered slmost negligible by the high cost of transportaiion (the expense
of earriace was often as high as 3s, mmm’ﬁ and by the inoreesed
nowledge of ehemistry in BEuropes S50 by 1846, ashes whioh wore not mede into
sosp for heme use were left on the ground as a torbiliaig:, or wer: exohanged
for "e Btte whikey,tes,ar olohz“z The value of ashes as a fertilizc: was recognised
for meny yoa}'gg in 1859, ashec were considered as "valusvie to i ¢ agrioulture
and ecmmerce ef c-nuBg

The esrly settlers were often sssisted in their lebours by s rumber
of sous. Josasienally, however, it was necessary to hire outside help. The
mm in Upper Canads were higher than those in Lower Canada, and tle wages
in the Huron Trset oompared favoursbly with the former. In 1832, acricultural

labeurers in Upper Cansda (and in the uron Trast) received from 2s. 64 to
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43, per day, or S0s. to 60s. per month, inoludir;: hoard; f'arm labourers
in Lower Cenada received from 8s. to 3s. per day, or 20s. to 50s. »er month,
inoludings board, Ry 1880, weges in Upper Canedea hed inoreased to from 40s,
%0 70a. per month, and from E20 to E25 per year, includi:n board in esch
ingtsnce. The wages of fenale labour remai:ed unchanged from 18350 to 18503
female servants recelved from 10s. to 2Ji. per month, inoludin; board, and
were rarely hired by the year. During the earl; years of settlement, labour
was ofte: repaid by produse. lany fermers helped to pay ifor their lands by
working on the Caneda Campany's roads. Then to0o, it wus a ocamon practiee for
farmers to help each other, espeoially in harvest-time,.

Notwithstanding all the help he scould muster, and the ardour whieh
he constantly exhibited, the farmer was beset by many enenies: frost, drought,
storms, bdlight, rust, inssets, harmful birds and beasts, —- and ignorance.
Rheat-rust proved so serious in the Huron Traot in the late 'forties, thet,
as one grissled pioneer remarked: “Hed it not been far the introduction of
Egyrtian wheet, whioch proved rust-resisting, I believe many would have otmog.l ‘3
Samotimes, when a blight proved particularly dsmaging to other orops, settlers
subsisted on turnips for weeks., Dlackbirds and squirrels were destruetive to
grain orOplg wolves and even bears endangered the lives of cattle, But
ignorence was perhaps the farmer's greatest ensmys he had no selentific kaowledge
of farming, Fertilisation of the s0il was linited to the scattering of a few
ashes over the field; manure was geldom used at first for this purpose.
Rotation of or%;l): was camparstively uniknown, in Upper Canade, or if known,
was rarely prectised. Drainsge was oarried on very erudely, or in meny instances,
was left ecmpletely to nature. Stockebreeding was also a rarit; for seviral

yoars, Dairying, es @ ocmmereial nnturo'. was oonsidered only as n very remote
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possibility, The formmation of azricultural socisties and the holding
of falrs and exhidbitions were to prove ineentives to agrisultural progress.
The stete of agriculture in the 'thirties and 'forties "up Huror way" was

indeed e far ory from the sgrioultural situstion in later years.
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Chapter IT1; The State of Arriculture 1 the 'Thirties and 'l'ortles.
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CHAPTER IV

Agricultural Sooleties and Iduoation,

grioulturd Sooletice.

The period of development of agrioulturel sccieties (1840-1880)
witnessed remarkable strides in agriocultural progress, These strides manifested
themselves in various forms: agrioultural sooleties, ploughing msatohes,
dairymen's assooiations, horticultural societies, fruit-growers' associations,
farmers' olubs and orgenisstions, and sgrioultural le;islation, Soocleties
stimulated interest in more profitable methods of cultivation and stook~
breeding, end directed attention to new labour-ssving implements, Lerialation
with respeet to sgriculture was passed in Ontarioc as early as 1830, but had
no real signifiocsnce until the formation of sgrioultural societies, during
the forties, was begun on a larre soale. Durin; the period 1850=1878, the
histary of sgrisultural le islation olosely parallels that of e:ricultural
socleties, Dissatisfaotion over the methods of certain organisations gave
rise to independent farmers' clubs, which in turn were superdeded by a
great movement, known as the (range, which was to have a ocomsiderable effect
on legislation, and on the fermers' status in the realms of business, commerce,
and soclety,

The history of sgrioultural societies extends as far back as the
seventeenth and eirhteenth oenturies, when English gentlemen farmers gathered
chiefly for the ecamperison of ntock!' The first agriocultural soociety in
British North Ameriea was formed in 17656 at Windsor, Nova Seotiaj in 1789,
Lord Dorehester formed one at Quebeo City? In 1792, Lieutenant=Governor
Simcoe organised an agrioultural sosiety at Newark, Niagara, which met

3
oosasionally to diseuss toples pertaining to agrioculture, Simooe beceme
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the patron of this sosiety, to which he subsoribed ten guineas as an annual
prexium for the benefit of egrioculture, and to whioh he domated, i: April,
1793, a set of books, entitled "Yonge's Amnals of Agrioulturo"? Six years
later, the soclety held a fair at Quoomton’ t.is event mast have had an
effect on the people of York, as a QGardeners' Club was ormed there in 1800,
For some years, however, conditiaons (owing prinoipally to the diffioulties
of settlement and war with the United States) were not very favoursble for
the esteblistment of sugh organigations, Between 1820 and 1830, perhsaps
#ix or seven had been formeds A fair was held at Colborne, Ootober 18, 1828,
and E18 in nrises was mrdodg

By 1830, the govermment was begimning to recosnise the possibllities
of agricultural organisations an! fairs, and an ;uot was passe’ which suthorised
the governor to grant K100 to any distriet agricultural sooclety whioh raised
the sun of B8O b. subseription of its members, for the purpose of importing
valuable live-=stock, grain, and useful Mplnm-z As a result of this gesture,
sgricultural societies i-creased in mmber, and farming oconditions gradually
inprovod? In 1832, a state sgricultural association was created in New York
state, and was attended by a mumber of Upper Canadian tmen? The year 1838
witnessed the establishment of the Roal Agricultursl Society of Englemd,
whieh held its first snnual exhibition at Oxford, in 18839 In July, 1843,
the suggestion was edvanced in Ontario to form a provinolal organisation)
socordingly, in December of that yerr, a mesting of delegates of various
distriet soeieties was held at York, "for the purpose of forming township
sosieties in eonmneotion with the Distriet Agrisultural Sooieties now
established”, snd for proposing “the formation of a Provinoial Agricultural
Muelaﬁu"} Similar meetings were held at York (now Toronto) on May 13

and July 16-16, during 1846; on the latter dste, rules were drawn up, and



"fhe 30711!0111 Agrieultural \A:loointlon and Board of Agrioulture for

Cenada Vieast" m: onnh}.z An emnual provineial exhibition was to oonatitute
part of the programme of this dody, and the first was to be held at Toronto,
in Ootober, 184%? The Ceneda Compeny agreed to become a patron of the assoo-
iation, and to grant an annuel eward of B6Q0, one~half of whieh was to help
defray the expenses of the group, and the other half was to be awarded as a
prize for the best twenty-five bushels of fall wheat grown in Caneda Wu&’

It should be noted that the Provinoial Agrioulturel Association
was a self-oreeted body, "stimulated to motion by the ardeur snd the sotivity
of private individuals"s the government of Upper Canada 4id not organisze a
Departaent of Agriculture of its own motion, From this assoeiation were to
follow all future organigetions of a provinoiel nature, and, forty-two years
later (i.e, 1888), the Ontario Department of Agriculture. The provincial
association was incorporated dy an ssct of parliament on July 28, 184'}?
Mosnwt:ile, the goveroment had been adopting an ewer—insreasing interest in
the distrioct scoleties; in 1843, ennual ;raents had been inoreased to 5200,
and in 1845, to ms&f In 1850, Boards of Agrioulture, lomg in demend, were
esteblished in both Upper and Lower CMH the Upper Cansdian board, composed

——

of ten menmbers, was to ast as the executive of the &ovlnohl assooiation,
In 1851 (Magust 30), a bill provided for the m.r:gmlatim
of agricultural societies in U\p_:pi Canadas: & esounty society wnas to be
recognised when it contained fifty members esch of wham subseribed five
shillings mdl}? By Pebruary, 1852, m}g were current regarding the
ereation of a Buresu of Agrieulture. In December, 1852, an important step
was teken in the passage of an sot "to provide for the establishment of e
Buresu of Agrieulture, and to mmend snd oonsolidate the laws relating to
Igrioulturoa? The funotions of this bureau were to disseminste or publish

"ageful facts and statisties relating to the agrioultural interests of the

6%
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provinoe”, and to enoourage the organigation of sosieties and the holding

of fall fairss In 1857, still enother aot was passed, "to make detter
provision for the encoursgement of agrioculture”, By 1867, there were
sixty-three distrioct socleties and two lhundred and sixty township societies,
esoh receiving a grent not in excess of eight hundred donar‘ﬂ'

The year 1880 witnessed the appointment of the Ontario Agrieoultural
Commdssion, "to inquire into the sgrisultural resources of the province of
Ontario, the progress and oondition of agriculture therewith". The suggestion
for a survey of the state of sgriculture in Ontario, ceme in the report of
Homourable 5.C. %Wood, in 1879=80, in which he eited instances in Fnrland and
in the United States, where weslusble results hed ensued from such an enguiry,
Aveordingly, eamissioners were appointed to oconduct an onquiry by questionnaires
and fomal sittings; tho results were e&nbodied in an admirably written Report,
whieh eppesred in five volumes, in 1aaﬁ Partly besause of the influence
of this Report, and partly becsuse of the recommendation of M. Archibald
Blue, the governmment established, in 1882, the Ontmrio Buresu of Industries,
*for the colleetion and publication of statistios in comnection with agriculture
and allied mductringf A olimem in egrioultural history was resched in 1888,
with the formation of the Department of Agriculture, and the appointment

of Charles Drury as the first Minister of Agrisulture,

countx Cooleties,

Amsong the hand~meldens of progress are ocampetition and co-operation,
the spirits of waloh were eearly enzendered in the pionsers of the Muron Traet.
As early ss 1831, John Haldane and his son "cerried off the prise for 'hn(t'f
and 1t 18 to be presumed that looal competition sush as this proved a major
fastor in the repid development of Ruron, The first sgrioultural asoclety
in the Tract was organised at Stratford (Perth County), on Decamber 15, 184£6



The Buron Distriet Agricultural Sooiety was founded at Goderich on February 14,
1842, "pursuant to a notice aizaed by Dr. Willian Dunlop end 1idllism B. Rich,
Esquires, Justioces of the Peace, ....s to take into consideration the propriety
of forming an agricultursl soeiety”. A board of fifteen directors was appointed,
with Dunlop at the head, but as he was at that time the '. . . for Huron,
presidential duties were fulfilled by Mr, John ‘MoDonald, who was later to beecome
the sheriff of the eountge The remaining officials comprise! two vice-rresidents,
a seoretary, and s treasurer, The third minute of the fuitial reeting wass
"Moved by J.C.l:. Daly, seccnded by iir. A, Brown, that as trc Caneda Company
have a great interest in the acricultural welfare of this district, Thomss
Mercer Jonesd, Eeq., es their representetive, be solicited to becams patron
of this soelety," The Compeny responded with liberal donetions, and established
an annual prige of I15 for the best twenty bushels of fall wheat., loreover,
the Company cantinued for some time to provide the society with samplos of new
end superior seeds, with wi.igh the nembers might emperimena

The mumber of subscribers in 1842 was quite lerge, but it wes
diffioult to collest subseriptiocus. Thie diifficuliy was not confined to the
Boron district alone, but w s caumon throughout the province; notices wure
eonstantly published, urging sgricultural sooleties to pay for subseriptiuns
for which thoy were in erre-rs. The Huron Distriot Sociely purchased from
Man Perpusson, s promineat stockebraeder at Woodhill, two thoroughbred bulls,
"for the use of the settlement”, A premiun of Il0 was awarded for the ereotion
of a weirliing machine in the market square, and Ll0 was offered as a prise
for the dest~dred honzf

The first sgricultural show was held at Goderioh, Oetober 18, 1842,
and was sttended by farmers who lived within a radius o forty riles, The walue
of the premiums totalled enly L25, 178, €d., but the show was o success, The
egriocultural produce wss excellent, es.eoially root crops and wheat, lr. Elliott

won the fall wheat prise with grain which weigh#d sixty«four pounds per bushel;
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spring whest which weighed sixty=two pounds nsr bushel was also exhibited.

The livestock shown was of an inferior quality, althourh M-, Williem Gooding

won & prise for some fine Berkshire pigs. Roots wers swarded as prizes by

Mr. T11 Jard, who predioted that out of this first fsir mi- ht "grow a regular

affalr whieh will help to brinr the people together". It war surrested that

one pair of boots be awarded "for the best saddle~horse, a-’ %int was enay,

as there was enly one thcro*?
By Februery 14, 1843, one year after the inception of the soeclety,

the trersury contained L152., 658. 2 larger prosrsmme wes erbarked upon, end

in July, the soclety advertised its second fair, to be held at Goderich, on

Ootodber 17, 184%? Only subscribers to the scclety were eligible to compete

for priges, and rigid rules were adonted oongerni~- exhibits, All livestock

was to have been the bonafide property of the exhibitor at least three months

before the shew, and all other erticles must have bBeen produced on the exhiditor's

own ferm, ‘lore then E50 <=~ twlee ths mmount of the previous year -« wag

distributed as prises, tre zrester portion beinz swarded for livestook,

vis.s cattles P20, 10a.j horses:29, 10s,j swine:L4,15s.3 sheep: T4, Bs.)

grain and seeds: E13.; butier and cheese: L2, 18s, The seoond fair had an

oven gre-~ter suscess than its nredesessor, Steers and heifers were the most

popular stock exhibited, and crovs were well ropresented. The governor-

general granted a charter to Goderioh, in 1843, to hold two falrs annuallys

one on the third Tuesday 4 Juns, the other on the third Tuesday in Ostodber.

In 1843, also, wa: formed the first a;ri.ultural socoiety 1 Lsmbton County

= the S5t, Clair Agricultural Society -- which was sunerseded by the Lambton

t 3
Sosiety ten years later,

During the suoceeding yeasrs, the Muron Distriet Asricultural Soolety

held fall exhibitions at Goderichj the show of fall wheat was held during the

first week of September, to allow farmers an opportunity to change their seed
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in time feor sowing, Butter and other articles of domestic manufasture were
exhibited on a large scale, But it was to the ensouragement of stoeck-hreeding
that the soelety direoted most of 1ts sttention and funds, often to the ne;leet
of other phases of preectieal farning, The oattle exhidbited at tl.e fall falrs
were smoellent in quality, but they were generally of inferior grofes, despite
the !.ntrod\_louon of thoroughbred animals, The finest herd of catile was owned
by Viessrs, Young, of Colbornes The show of harses, whiel took plege in the
apring, compriszed the best stock exhibited; sheep were gcnerally welle-bdbred,
but hogs were deoidedly inferiocr, and were rarely brought forwards

In 1853, the Buron Distriot Scolety was broken up into three
indopendent societies, eash receiving govermment grante: Perth (2280),
Buron (£150), and Bruoce (mcﬁ At shout this time, interest in the soolety
beran to lag in Huron. The soolety wez ascused of having as ite chief objeet
the receipt of the government grant, to divide "sum total, smongst thomselves,
e in the neme of premiums for animals.” This charge, added to the fact that
the improwvement of the practicel side of faming was neslected, iLac s detri-
renta} effect on the progress of the society, whiloh by 1867, lecked botl: mumbers
and funds. The accusstions dirscted against the society were corniom in other
parts of the provinee, As early as 1845, it had been stated that tl.e grants
avsrded to sooleties could be applied best "by distributing; a portion in every
pwrish for welle-manazed farms, good draining, and good proﬁuous‘ Another
ressos for the slackening of interest iu Huron was the diseontinuation of
ploughing mﬁeh.sg whigh had formed an anuual event for some yearss Vhen they
eonsed, there also diseppeered an induoemeat to adopt superilor :othods of
cultivation and to plean well-ordered fields and fammse.

The distrioct soelety regained its former wigour chiefly becsuse
of the growthk and enthusiasm of township ar branch soscisciles. The first

sooieties of this nature in Buron were established in 1845 at Hearpurhey



and Exeters by 1887, six more branshes hed deen formed st Clinton, Bayfield,
Brucefield, and in Hay, Usborme, snd “0lillivray toms'dips. These soolcties
submitted annual reports to the seecretary of the oounty soclety, who in turn
forwarded them to the Board of Agricnlt\u':? Fach of ti.o township cooleties
uwsually held sn annual show or felr, modelled on tie provinolal exhibitionsp
several sooleties held anmual dim!.s Enthusiesm in Western Gutario reached
sush & pitoh that the idea of holding a loosl fair was mooted, in 1868, by
prominent London citissns end fwrmers and stogk-breederas of the weatern counties.
Meordingly, the firat ™veste-n Fair" was held at London, in Septeamber, 1868,
wd beorne, thereafter, an annusl institutioli From 1875 to 1578, & wave of
sonstruction of eleberete exhibition buildinge swept over Huron Countys new
buildings were built by thc following societiess Tuckeramith, Ilay Stephen and
Usborne, Turnberry, Fast Fewwnosh, Lucknow, and South I!n.roa.o

In 1867, Buron County was divided into Nerth and “outh Ridings,
essh of whioh egontained a distriot soolety which received e government grant
of 01& Forth Huron inoluded eight branches: Ashfield and (Vest) W.wanosh,
Colborme, East Wewanosh, Orey, Howiok, Bullett, lorris, sud Twubdberry. South
Ruren ocntadned five: Hay, Stanley, Stephen and Ughorne, Tuokersnith, and the
Goderioh Hortisultural Sceiety. During the sucoeeding years, nore enthuaiaem
was manifested in South Huron, where privete subseriptians (in 1874, for exmmple)
totalled nearly $800. as ocmpared to $87, in lorth Hwon. In 1875, Huron Couaty
was divided into East, West, and South Ridings, which, in 1881, were oomposed
as followss East Buroms Grey, Howick, MHullett, Morris, Turmberry, Viroxeter,
Hertioultural Sooiety (founded in 1880); Yiest Hurons Ashfield and Viewanosh,
Eest Wawsnosh, Colberne, Goderich Hortieultural Sooletys South Muron: Hay,
Stanley, Stephen and Usbornme, and Tuokomﬂl‘:?

12,
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Frovinolal igrioultural Fxhibitisns.
From 1846 to 1881, thirty=six provinelal agricultural exhibitionas

wore held at various oities, namely: Taoronto (eight times)s; Hamilton (eipht
times); Cobourg (twice); Kingston (six times); Ottawa (twioce); Lendon (eeven
times)) and Brtntfou;d. Brookville, and Niagars, onoe each, The exhibitions
held st Loadem were in the years 1854, 1861, 1865, 1869, 1873, 1877, and mﬂ
The prise mﬁ of the firet eiyht exhibitions, fyrom 1846 to 1353, inolusive,
inoluded no swa-ds to Muron Cu.mnty, nor i1s there any evidence to indieate that
seny Buron eloek or praduce wore exhihited, Fram 1864 onward, however, Iurem
Conty's representatives becus iaorewwispgly suscessful, nnd it nay be resdily
pereeived, arter s study of the table of prised’ that they carried off a large
share of swerds, nemely two h.ndred and dxwo:‘.

In the depsrtments of livestosk end implements, Duron was partioularly
consistent, By 1869, the ceunt; was geining a reputation for itc wellebred
horses) oattle, hogs, and shesp ~lso reselved a faly proportion of mverds,
Dairying was just gaining importenve in Huron, around 1860, hence the mwll
number of prizes in thet divisiom. The ingenuity of Huron fa:mers and menuw
facturers 1s rerlected in the tools ~nd implemonts which they exhibited,
Twelve Drise-winnin: implements were shown by manufasturing conceras,, end
tirty-seven by individuals, Ploughs of various styles were shown more then
any other implements, and one wooden specimen, cdevised by Jolm Cray, Lgmonde
ville, wss sent, togsther with other representstive srticles of Canada to
the Paris (Frsnce) Pxhibition of 1867, by the provinsial agricultural socieny.
Peter Grant, Clintan, exhibited ¢ Yorse pitchfork and taokle which wor swards
from 1869 to 1876, ‘“mong the prise-winning implements menufactured by
Haronites were a meat chopper, a draz ssw, and an sadjustable jJack, NMxhidbite
of fyuit 414 not ettain much success until 18683 prapes and plums wers
extremely suscessful. The show of grain and vegetahbles was, on the whole,
medioere,
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qﬁ
1854 London 3 2 - 1 -
18565 Cohoury 1 1 - - -
1866 | Kingeton { 2 1 - - 1
1857 | Brantford 4 3 | - 1 -
_1858 | Toroamte 3 2 — - |1 |-
1860 | Hamilton 2 |2 | - l[ 1 | -
1861 | London z 2 | - 1 -
1864 | Hamil‘on .2 - \[ - |Ip -
1866 London 10 3 b 1 1
18 . Toroto 6 2 - 2 2
18.8 | anilton 8 2 8 - -
18(Y . London 16 8 ‘L 3 S 1
A |
1670 loro to 22 4 | § | 2 |1
1871 | 1 ia~ston 2 - J - 2 -
1872 . 1- 0 834 |19 l 4 5 8
1878 | London 656 |19 ! 12 7 |26
1874 Toronto ‘ 27 11 . 5 10 1
1875 Ottawn 1 - - 1 -
L1876 | Hemilton 6 1 - 3 -
1877 | London _ 15 7 J 2 3 -
1878 Toronto ! 4 2 | - 1 1
1880 | Hemilton 13 9 - - -
L2881 | London 18_| 8 - 2 -
* TOTALS 263 107 38 49 49
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The peak in Hurom County's prize-wimning was attained in 1873,
when sixty-five swards were received. After this date, the tide turned.
The reasons for this change are three in aumber: (1) the long distance to
such oities as Ottawa and Kingston, and the expense and tine involved 4in
sending axhibits there; (2) it was moro profitable, from the farmer's point
of view, to exhibit his produots at looal fairs or at the London "™Western Fair"g
and (8) the growth of farmers' clubs in the late 'seventies lessened interest
in the local a-ricultural societliea. Weverthelaess, tlie provincial azricultural
exhibitions exerted s tremendous in"luence, by cre tin- a seuse of rivelry

among, various localities, and by helping to destroy rurel isolationism,

Cattle Fairs.

Monthly falrs for the sale of livestook and other farm produce had
long been established iastitutions in Englande Local butochers visited these
fairs and competition was thus increased; this method also facilitated the
oollection of stock by buyers. The practioce spread to Canada, by the late
'gixties. At a fair held at Seaforth in 1870, thirty milch cows were sold
at fram $30 to 346,50 each, involving transeetions smounting to (1700, In
December, 1875, the Hullett branch soclety sronsored a fat cattle show at
Clinton, Thirty-three head of cattle were axhibitod,and several exchanges
were effected; the show of sheep, hoge, and poultry was small, Monthly cattle

fairs became a ocommon prectice at several of the larger townﬁ

Ploughing Matches.

Ploughing matches, mowing matohes, and sheep~shearling contests had
played an importent part in the agriculturel life of ¥estern Ontrsrio, ever
since 1843, when they wore first begug.o They had recgived considereble enoour~
sgement and donetions, snd hed beeu produotive of a strong losal campetitive
spirit, After 1852, thess matches fell in abeyance, but were revived ten years

later. Boys as well sa men competed in these contests for valuable prises,
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which usually oonsisted of reapere, fanning mills, and plourhs. At e nateh
Md near Clinten, i~ 1875, over four hundred dollare was distributed in
prises. These metches oulminasted in substantiel dimners whioch were nrovided

by farmers whose lend had been the “eene of opor-timﬂ Durins the 'seventies,

turnire end eerrotegraowin; metohes deesme nonul e amons Huron t‘urmr:?

Dairmen's Agsocistion,

In Suly, 18387, the Cansdisn Deirymen's Mmiatios‘: modslled on
the ‘merlaan Associetion formed in 1863, wes organiged at Inrersoll, 1he
ososgion of the formation of this body wna & plonie, heid on the farm of
Jonathen Janu.‘ to celebrate the return of militia whioh hed besn swmoned
to suppress the reeent Fenisn insurrections, C.E. Chadwicik was cleoted
president, and Richerd Mamming, of Exeter, was nsmed as a vioo-pnatdmgg
five years later, Williem Fowler, of Clinten, became Huron County's represent-
ttivg} In Mareh, 1872, the Onterio Dalrymen's Assooclation was or; aniged at
Bellev:ll., under the presidensy of Ketehunm Gﬂhusg For a few months, intense
rivalry existed between the two bodles, «~ a rivelry which wus tumlmta
in 1873, by union, to form the Dalrymen's fssoolistion of Ontarios, Cheese
boards wors esteblished st Ingersoll, and later, at treiford, Belleville,
and London, At apnual meetings, various topies were discusse! such ar the
eelouring of cheese, the e00ling of milk, end the erestion of different types
of festories., In June, 1878, e group of Howiok fermers erected the "Psople's
Cheess amd Nutter Feetory", with a capital stock of $2,800, on the sixth
conoessicn of the townshifi® By 1881, Furen Gomby sontained onl:: one sctive
eromr?, et plens feor a "Ceoperative Union Cresmery Comneny™ were being
mootsd in Coderioh wmmgf
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BEntomolo: 4ol §gie_txo

In April, 1863, an Entomolegloel Scciety was formed at Torovato,
under the guidange of ¥illiam Saundera, Charles Bethune,  ..B, lieed, and
Professor Onfc The purposs of this organisetion wee to inoresse the
mowledge of Canadian inseotivors, by preparing a "eentral rev ereuce”
gollestion of inseots, by maintaining s depository for the exchenge of
duplleate speolsus, aad by dlssenineting informetien oauoerning nwasures
%0 chesk insects sucoessiully, Three transhes of the sveiety were orgenised
ot London (1864), Quebee City (1304), and Kingston (1870), but development
w20 slows by 1873, the soelety ouxprised only 300 members, including 136 in
Qutaric, and & mumber in the United States and lnglend, Agriculturel journals
ooustantly published informaticn eoueerning inseets and woeds, und in sume
instanses cauducted s eglumn devoted exelusively to theao topies, In 1l868=70,
the sosiety was wwarded an amnual govermasnt grant of §400 whiol: wes shortly
inoreesad to §600, A eloss inter~relationship gradually developed bLetween
thie organization and the Catario iruit Growers' Auooiatﬁ.og? In 1872, the
Entomologioal Sooiety established its headquarters at London, uud e repid
growth ensued, which wrs scselereted by the scelety's sucoess in cambatiing
the potato beetle, the plum eureulio, and the cablage mtm-nﬁ Goverument
logislation was enlisted in the drive against weeds, bLut did not prove to

be aminently suscessful.

mamrc' Assooiatiaon,

The Omterio Fruit Growrs' Assooiation was organised on January 19,
1869, at Hamilton, for the purpose of advanoing the interesta of frult sulture
and of assembling, af reguler intervals, those persons who were engaged in
this impertant branch of egrisulture, that they might interchange views and
profit by esch other's experiense. In 1863, the scelety's first report sppesred,



eonteining statistics on fruit oulture in the western ocounties, and lists of
fruits whioch were growm s:ocessfully in those oonmtiog? Five yearas later,
the assooiaticn was insorporated under the act for promoting asrrisulturs,
and wns entitled to receive an annual grant of $350., which wre inore-sed in
1871 to GSO(')} The esotivity, usefulness, an' membership o' the assooiation
steadily inerensed, as 1s indicated in the annuel reports which were made

%0 the Commissioner o Agriculture,

Hortioulturel and Other Sosieties,

The first horticultursal society in Ontario wns formed et Toronto,
in Jamuery, 1844; a similar society becan to funotion at Guelph twelve years
later. The Goderich Hortiocultural Society was organised in January, 1869,
under the presidency of Mr. A.!E!. ROlgf who wes succeeded by 'r., Alex NeGill
Allen, in 1878, Thia body hed a profound influence on the state of agrisulture
in Buren, particularly in fruit oulture. Discussions were held at monthly
meetin-s, on such vopies ss forestry, hedges, injurious inseots, and the
possibilities of cultivating sorgum in Huron, A library of books and publioe~
stions dealing with hortioculture wss estn.lished, far the purpose of dissemin-
ating information snong members. ‘nnual exhiditions were held, often in
omjunction with other fairs. DBy 1874, prises were being awarded far fruit,
flowers and nlants, vegetables, and ladies' work, thus indiocating the breadth
of scope of the orgenisation, Specimens of flower bulbg, frults, and veget=
ables were distributed smong members. In 1872, the soolety rained looal
recognition when the Goderioh Council presented n donation of twenty=five
dollers. By 1876, fruit (eepecially plums end grapes) in the Iuron distriet
was noticeedbly irmproving, ohiefly becsuse of the work of the society. The
signifioance of the soelety in fostering better eocial relations, aud in
emphasising the importance of women in the home, can soarcely be mr-nthutoﬁ?

In 1880, the Wroxeter Hortioultural Sooiety was established, and
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in the following year, there was considerrble disoussion eonocerning the
formation of & similar group at Clinﬁ& In the ‘4, 1879, issue nf the
“"Canadisn Fortisulturist", eppesred an srticle by George 'ill, of Yarwiek,
doaling wit: -~ projeeted bdotanical socclety; smons those who declered their
interest in sucsh an orgenigation was fi.A. Desdnan, of Brussels (Humng?

A poultyry organisation had been formed as early as 1868 at Toronto, but no
sush group hed mede its appesrsnce in Huron, at least not befare 18:33

In April, 1878, a soeiety wrs formed at Senforth, for the proper proteetion
of fish, game, inseotivorous birds, and fur-dearing mimlgz All these
sooieties, varied as they mey sppesr to be, had their beginmnings in a

gomuine desire to sreste an egriocultural "Utopia®,

&rioultural rduoation,

Agrisultursl educetion was a necessary prerequisite to the evolution
of an sggressive fsrmer oonseiousness, The Hupron farmer's sdugstion was not
oonfined to information gained from contsst with agrioultural societies and
movmt’? N¥or was it confined to the "sshool of experience.” From 1830
omward, agrioultural pubdlicntions, prineipally American in oripin, were within
his ressh, Within a few yesrs, specialised texts on the various phases of
sgrieculture, which owed a considersble debt to both Amerios and British exsmple,
be-en to malte their sppearance, Huronites themselves produced oommendable
efforts in egrieultural literature. Same >rogress was rade in the field of
elementary agricultural education ss esrly as 1845, when the first Canadian
egriculturel reader sppesred, The question of supervised sgricultural educetion
did not reach » tangidle solution, however, until 1874, when & agricultural

college was founded at Guelph, althourh minor advences had Leen mede in 1851
md 1861,
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_{Q'icultural Journals,

The firet agrioultursl journal in Upner Canada wa: t'e short-lived
“Canadisan Farmer and Meshanios", which barely survived the sirmer of 1841,
et Kin-ston, %.'. Fdsundeon, who hed been assoociated with t..1s -ublication,
beoanre the editor of "The British #Aneriean Cultivator", publishied by astwood
aod Caonpsny, at Taronto, in 1842, 35ix vears later, tie latter journal wes
esombiued with "lhe Canadiaen Farmer and Femily Journal®, whieh ':n? been
published for one yesr (1847) by hilliam MoDougall and Charles Lindscr.
The title then beoaxe "The Azriculturiast and Canadian Journal', and the
proprietors were '‘essrs. Bdmundson and MoDmgalss.? In 1849, the feruer
soased his ococnneetion with the vaper, which waas continued by lelougall and
Gearge Buskland for eight years, under the title of "The Canadian Lgrionlturhtz?
The Board of Agrieulture sdopted this journal ass its offieciel oryan, and
published therein its trenssstions. In 1887, following MoDoupell's retirement,
the 3oard beommes the proprietors and pudblishers of the paperj; the editors
were George Buekland, and lugh C, Thomgon, secretary o: the loard, {ix
yoars later, Geerge Brown purchesed from the Board "the co»ripht and rood-
will® of "The Cansdian Agrioculturist”, and proceeded, in 1864, to publish
"a semi-monthly journal in the exclusive intsrests of arrilculture”’, entitled
"The Canada Farmer”, under the editorship of Reverend V:.F. Clarkz‘f This
arranzement ensbled the seoretary of the Board to devote more time to the
preparstion of an snnual offioial Heport of Transections. In 1877, "The
Canada Farmer" was incorporated into "The ¥Weekly Globe and Canada Farmer”,
whieh wee published weekly for several years. Meanwhile, "The Farmer's
Mvoeste” hed been founded st Londen, in 1866, by William Veld, who proved
to be one of the fermers' most ardent chnpionﬁ In 1668, the first issue

of "The Cenedisn Entomologist”, a monthly journal, was published, snd ten
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yoars later appesrod “"The Censdien lorticulturist”, another nouthly paper,
devoted to fruit aud flower eulture,

It is no exeggeration to state that thisse jowrnals wers as manna
€0 the {arners of Upper Caneda, providing as tle; did, a madiun vwhereby
information relatvive to all Wranches and passes of egriculturc wns disseminsted,
The value of agriocultural education and the applisation of seientifie rnethods
were particularly emphasised. Lueh of the bulk of the jouwrnals consisted
of emcerpis borrowsd from Dritiah and Mmeriean publications, suclh as "The
Now Fnglend Farmer”, "The Genesee rarmer", "The Albany Cultivator®, "The
Sountry Centlensn”, and Moere's "Xural New Torker”s This faot helps to
explain why Cansdian ferming methods were so nearly adapted along ths lines
alreedy truod in Grest Britain and the United Stetes, These Canadian jouwrnals
heiped to sorrelate the agricultural soceieties, and afforded thom enecouregement.
The editorial boards of these publications allowed societies mn ample
redugtion in the sulseription price; in 1845, six copies of the "British
Awriocan Cultivetor” were oiroulated among members of the ron Dlstriot
Agricultural Suict;! Keny of the societlies were eanstantly bel.ind in
their pmont:t in the eerly years, ~- a fest which right indicate either
lesk of monmey or eof interest,

The Journals served ns & valuable medium of expression and edvice.
The mu!i which compesed the "Correspondence” columns hely to indloate the
growth of sgrioultursl epinion of Ontarlo, no less then of liuron County
1tself, Huron farmers were not backwerd either in seeking infomation or
in yielding important fects with wi.iech experience had provl:dnd thenay their
letters, extending over a period of forty years, will attest to this fest,
In Mgust, 1877, "A Huron Farmer”, a constant reader of "The Weekly Globe
and Caneds Farmer®, pointed out how much the devslopment of agrioulturs
owed to the srtioles and letters whish were published, Some correspondents,
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however, oritioised the "write-urs" of advice to farmers, whom they urged
to educate themselves in a more practiocal nzg

At ita ineeption, the Canadian Gran. e depended upon editorials
end news ltems in the "Weekly Globe", and iu those dally papers wilch
sontained a departiient devoted to agriculturel matters. (u 187G, W.l.
Jrown, london, lssued a monthly paper named "The Canadian Granger", whieh
¢xme to an end two years later, owin, to lacx of funds. In 1878, H.B. Colooek,
Welland, degan to pudblish "The Canedien Farmer and Grange Record"; in 18885,
this monthly was lssued in Toronto, under the title: "The Rural Censdimn
end Grange Reeord®., In 1881, two edditional monthly pqpex.'o appeare: s
*"The Granger Bulletin" (Teronto), and "The Canedian Cooperator and Patron"
(owen Sound).

Books.

Perhaps the most signifieant of all boozg and treatises on
sgrisulture was the "Repert of the Agricultural Commission of 1081" --
a volume of six hundred pages, wit: four volumes of appendices. Througi.out
its investigetion, the lesding motive of the cemmission had been "to make
the evidenoe obtained ss ueeful as possidle”, and thus "¢o produce a volume
of practical information for the farmers of mtu'izr Topies included fruit-
growing, stookebreeding, deirying, farm improvements, and sgrisultural
sfusetion; the mest notable omission was the subjeot of societies and
exhibitions, For years the "Report" formed the Ontario farmers' lideary,
and even %0 this day it is a valuable work of reference,

In 187071, en Entomelogieal Report wes prepared bty Reverend
C.Jde3. Bethune, Williem Ssunders, and l'dmund Reed; this work provided a

sotentifio 1llustrated study of injurious inseots whioh affected apples,



plums, and grapes., In the winter of 15871 appeared "The Canndian Fruit,
Plower, ead Kitohen Jerdener”, by D.%. Beadle, == a work of ineatinsdle
value to the hortinultwllg? "The Canadian Bee-Keepera' Guide”, by
Jo's Thomas,: was published at ths seme timejs oo:cise, prasctiocal, and
reliable, it sold et twent: -eight oents ner oopg} Three _oars luter, "The
Cansdien Fermers' Menual of Agriculture”, b; Charles .. %itcombe, was
published at Teronto, It dealt with the prinoiple of mixed farming as
sdspted to Cansdian seils and ¢1mtgf

Five ysars after the spreerance of “"The Mserican Herd Book" in
1846, a numder of prominent Canedians, among them AMem Fergusson, urged the
publieation of a similar work on Cenedian Shorthorn (Durhem) Lerds., It was
not until 1863, however, that the seoretary of the Board of Agrioculture
gnve notice thet a "Cenadien Sherthorn Herd Book", listing pedigmegf Mld
be compiled. The undertaking was not sampleted until 1880-81,. -t whieh
%ime the four volumes of the set oould be surchesed for eighteen ,doun.rgf
Following the boek's publieation, an inoressing interest in chorthorn
oattle was evidenced, .

8everal Buronites wrote ccmprehensive prize-wi.ning esseys, on
var;ing toplos, At the Kinzstom a;riocultursl exhibition of 1866, Thomas
lMeQueen, Goderich, reseived a prise of E18 for having submitte the best
up;:rt on Huron cmt;? In April, 1870, Hugh Love, the ssoreta,y of the

South lluron Agrieultural Associs-ion, wrote a prige~winming essey on turnipe

8%,

86
culture, In 1876, A, licod, Brussels, oompleted a ¢trerntise on "I'ruit Lxhibitioms,

and How to Secure from Them the Best Results”, whioh gained an awsrd from
the provinoisl Agrisultursl Asscolation, In November of the following year,
S.8. Smale, Wroxeter, wrote a peper on drainsge, whioh was publighed by the

87
same association, N, bQuldo.. Egmondville, was ewarded second prise by



the /gricultural aud Arts Associstion, for his "Fssay on Mmuron%? It nay
be pereeived from this list that Huronites interested themselves deeply in
the wariocus phu‘“s of husbandry,

Aother mediuwu for the disgsemination of aprriocultural knowledge,
other then journals, newspajers, and books, was lentures delivered by
qualified speakers. -‘erhaps tho most nrominent of these wnrs Professor
George Buekland, wi.: toured throughout the provinoe over a period of years,
lestured in the vericus countiss, and cammented upon the state of agriculture
in those sounties. In 18.8, he spent » week in Furons his own words describs
best what the fermer o. lLuron wes interested in at that timgg

"I delivered lectures st Harpurhey, Clinton, snd Goderdeh,
eeess Which were well attended. Afterwards, we digocussed: the
eomposition snd management of the xoil, manures, cultivation,
rotation of orops, how to prevent the exhaustion of the soil,

and the best menns of restorins it."

Other tonies included the breediny and manasoment of livestook, improvements
in the work of srrieultural seeleties, and so forth. In February, 1868,
Professor Buckland agsin visited Huron Count:., and was grestly imphressed by

the awift strides teken in azricultursl pro-rese,

Institutions,

The need for agriocultural efusation in Oansda was stressed in
agricultural journals during the years 1843 to 1850, and farmers expressed
the hope that eduostion might qualify their sons "to be the legislators
for a purely egrioulturel co-nnuy?e References were gonstantly mede to
the suceessful teeshing of agricultural subjeots at such wiiveralties es
Edinburgh, Harverd, Yale, snd Gmgig.l In 1847, George Buckland suggested
thet a Cansdian Agricultursl College be founded; a meeting was held three

yoars later to discuss this proposal, snd the prestiesdility of esteblishing

84.
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an agricultural professorship at the University of Toronto. In Jamuary,
1861, Buekland wes appointed to this post, and an experinmental farm on a
small scosle was ereoted on the university groundg.z This projeet was
doomed to failure, prinoipally because of lethargy on the part of the
Board of Agrioculture., 1In 1861, a sehool of veterinary soience was opened
in Toronto, under the direction of Professor Andrew Smith, of FAinhlrgg?
Despite the offer of free instruetion, sttendance was mesrre for several yourgf
In 1869, Smith, at his own exjense, built a sehool on Temperasnce Street,
Torontos by 1871, £ifty students were in attendancs, and the Ontario
Veterinary College was now fimly oatnbliahogg

The agitation for an agricultural college continued, with the
result that the Ontario government sommissioned the Reverend W.F. Clarke,
torn” editor of "The Canada Farmer®, to travel to the United States in order
to study egrieultural oduoatiou’x.’ Clarke was particularly irpressed by the
state agricultural eolleges of Massachusetts and Michigan, and urred the
founding of a Cenadian school, on similar lines, The invostigator's report
was favourably received, and $46,000 was ill~edvigedly spent on a poorly
situated farm at Mimioco, seven miles west of Torontg? In 1874, F.W, Stone's
"Moreten Lod-e”, near Guelph, was deemed a more suitable site, and the
first 01122 in instruction in agriocultural sclence and practice was held there,
in that year, under the prinoipalshiy of Williem Johnston. Thus was
eatabligshed the Ontario School of Arriculture, later known as the Ontarilo
Agriculturel College.

A two years' gourse was offered to male students, who were at
least fifteen years of age; some students were as old as thirty years. The
grestest mmber o/ students soccommodated, until 1880, was ninsty-two, but an

attempt was made, in 1880«81, to ‘asoomnodate one hundred and thirty=five,



The tuition fee, for residents of Ontario, was $26. per year, and for none
residents $50.3; board end washing were furnished at cost ($2.26 per week).
Eesh student received from five to ten cents per hour for i'ls work, and thus
was enabled to help meet his exvenses. The total ocost for a farmer's son
who understood the routine of orcdinery farmework, wes estinated to be between
$36, and $50. per yo%?'? The sons of several Huron farmers were sent to Guelph
40 ley a foundstion for future sucoess in agrioculture. The combination of
eduocation and experience whioch the Huron farmer was eble to ssquire through
his eonteocts with ezrisultural sooleties, publisations, and institutions,

was to prove of utmost imnortance in his struggle againet the ecanomie foroes
which were assuming sueh great proportions,
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C‘mg‘kur Ivas _Agriculcural Societies and Eduoation.

Referances:

i1

12

13

Carrier, L.: The Beginnings of Agriculture in Aneriea. (N.Y., 1923),
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C'A TR Y

Acricultural Movements and . "lati nal FPolios’.

At the turn o’ the ninete«nth eentury, the Canedin: fwr o' was
berinning to exporlience & “renrter consciousness and ‘o ovi:co inerersin:
interest in matters not purely a-ricultural. Dissatisfaotion with the methods
of e;ricultural s~cietles countributed to t..o growth of inde .endu.at farn.or!
olubs, a movement wilch wer silcirreied b &: even reoior op anlcation =
thea Cren o, The farmer was cen::ht 11 a raelsirom of eociomie {urces which
threstened to en-ulf himg the era o roilway-111din , g oelati., lumbering,
oanmeres, and other eoonomic enterprises was in its niolesount steges.
Railwag=building esused » shortage of farme=labour; speculation, to the farmer,
was & s .arc set b business, and was ii.e eroro to be abhorreds the lunbering
industry had not as yet reached such a hi h stn o of duvelo mient as to evoke
a demand for reforestration ~rojectsy corinsica w-g to :ovide a nwoce for
the 111z ea ged » - those economic forses wilch a pesred o vor: al oross-
ar oees with the farmer's own lrmedliate 1::terests,

Intertwined ebout the industrial network whleh wns emer;ing, was
the question o. the tariff, oriilureseat sinee 184 =710, Al linked with the
tariff wns the demand for reocip: 18l trrde sgresuents witiu the United <tates.
The Canadian tarilf of 1747 aroused the farumers, who nrotested vi, orously.

A decado of pros:e:ity came with the ndvent of roai rooity In 1804, ailded
and sbotted by the Crl eaen ‘ar and the imerican (ivil War, Canada beran
to develop & hipher tariff in 1369, primaril. Ior reveni:a, pathor than for
protection. The first real ste» townrds ,rotestion -- the prelude to the
National ‘oliey of 1878=79 ~= ocame in 1870, The Nationel ocliey wes at
first strourly supported b’ the ranre snd by numerous frmmers, tut a

revulsion of feeliny followed 1ts adoption, whei tlho farmer realized the

extent bo whnton WZFISuI¥tural commodities were dutiable,
98.
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A}l these economic foroes hed an effeot on sgrioultural life and
progresse And this effect was manifested by the emigration of farmers to
tie Meriocsn and Cenadien west, to found new homsstesads free {rom eounamio
varrierse Thus the turn of th¢ nineteenth eentury presa ed twu 1wovements, «-
farmers® or anigations and farners' emigrnrtion <= the one theoretical, almost
political, the cother physical, both of which wers profeundly influenced by

the eoccuomio forees which inveded the sphere of agrioultures,

Agrioultural iiovements.
Pioneer sooperation in Huron County, during the years of early

settloment, was largely adventitious, and was brought into force in such
sotivities es road~duilding, darn-raising, stook-slaughterins, shespeshearing,
wm} snd logging bees, Agricultural societies mud farmers*' olubs

were greatsr manifestations of this ecooperstion, and slthouch L.‘. Voed, in
his study of "Farmers' Lovements in Canada” afﬁmg that "it would be en

error to assume that egricultural societies have ever borme mny olose
relationship to the development™ of farwers! movements, it would appesr that

. soeietios did influence and stinulate the growth of independent fermers' clubs,
Agricultural societies had their real beginning in the ‘thirties, inocreased
cempetition, and sought to ercuse interest in more profitedle nethods of
sultivation and stock-breeding, and to direet aftention to new lahour-saving
deviees mnd methods. Farmers'olubs arose in the 'sixties and 'seventies,
inerensed eooperation, end emphasised social and cultural aspeeots,

What was the eonnection between these two different manifestations
of the eooperative spirit? L.A. Vood ot.ntog that <he origin of farmers' clubs
1s "wrapped iu mystery”. It would appear, howsver, that these rroups arose
from a dlssatisfection over the work snd sonduot of arricultural societies

&uring the 'fifties. These sooleties were acoused of being cliques end



of adopting goverrment grants for the use of members -mly, inatend ot; seeking
to further the interests of the ccnmmnity. There was also dissatisfestion over
the umeocessary expenses luvolved in the presentation of too many fall fairs.
Criticlem wes directed a;ainat these sooieties fram 1864 to 1881l. In 1864,
editcrials sppesred in "The Censde Farmer™ urying the abolltion of township
fairs, &d sdvooating the nresentetion of one larpse ocounty fair. In 1881, the
stratford “Sesson” suggested thet Somship sgrisultural shows should be
adolished, end that fairs should de held alternately at Seafarth end Strnttwdf
Heny perscons evineed the epinion that there were too meny societies whieh

did not scoomplish enough to deserve grantssg tlie prinoijel eause of irritation
was that exhibitiocns were often confined to one locality. The raedy was to
alternate these fairss in uron County it wac sugrested that e fair be held

in turn st Clinton, “inghem, and Goderich® George Buckland declared thet the
whole question of provineial, eocunty, and township societies should he gone
into with rush eare and doliboratimz The Goderish "Mron Signal” urged that
the Agrieultural snd frts Assveiation "should be wound up", == snd the Guelph
"Herell” grevely ~ronounced "m.!‘ The digsatisfaction over the methods of
prosedure of sgriocultural sosileties and orpganigations wuas, then, s strong
fastor in the rise of independent farmers' clubs,

A sesond ianetor wae the d#esoninetion of tho idea of a risultural
oooperstion via the editorial and corres;ondence colums of various journals,
In 1871, the idee of ecoperation smong fermers w-s first emunoclated in the
"Glebe"s en editorial entitled "Cooperation among Farmers” urped the formation
of farmers' organisetions in order to proteat thereelves azainst monopolies,
"pings®, and speculative intorests! Until 1871, the most advonced degres of
farmers' ecoperation was exemplified in the faotory system o ' cheoss-making,
Nelghbouring farmers were exhorted %0 form rroups, for the purposes of

buying seed , frultetrees, pure~bred live-stoei, implements, .4 feneing material,
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The advantszes and benefits which eccrued were man/, -- an improved neirhbourly
feolins,, » cormunity of interest, a material irterchenge o essizin e, and
a neTins of money, time, and labour, rarmers' olit,; woald Lreo- the monotany
of farx life, moreover, especially duriu the winter, when meeti s could be
profitably spent in diroussion, plaining, snd relexatl ']i? Lettors sppeared
conoernin- the osition of farmers' wives snd dau hters, w:0 "should have time
for read ng, sewinz, music, end favey work", ' conuse "witlhout sone trace of
fe ale refinenent :w house is = homo}%
The 'sixtles witnesses &1 incressing vwolume o’ dlsconie. i over
volitics. Villiem eld, in 115 "Farner's Advocalo”, atutecked le; isleiiou whieh
was dotrimental to arr’oulture, »1' urred the farmers to demand adrquate
rerrese-tation, A t'pical demend for farmers' r- rosa ‘ation in narliament
is contained 1in a le*f};g written to the "Gdlobe” in february, 1772, 1 an Ansaster
("ontworth County) farmer, wno decln-ed that fammers, '~ joining .L-ndé nic intere
chan i~ o~inions to build u their strensth, would thus ensure a fairer pro-
portion o renraseita ion in narlisment, ‘arly in 1874, a letteulg appeared in
“ho Farmer's Advieate" (London), written by °hilip Hardl y, ¢arciff (Haliburtom
County), urging farmers to develo, a grester voice 11 le:lslatlon,
One of the earliest refe:rences to farnere' olubs to ba -ound im
Canedian a-riculturel j.uriels ccneerns a croup which was orrenised in Hemilton
tomms™ i (Nerthumberland County) early in 1272, to discuss s ricultural mattortf
Cther cluns were founded at Avonbank (:~rth County) in 1872, an’ at Cobourg
(Rorthu 'erland County) in 187%-? Reference is nade to the feot ..ut, in
1875, the Tuckersaith mné Huliett lermers' oclubs took action to nrcoure the
abolition of the Clinton market «'ee%? These olubs in lluwron County .n..t have
been funetioning for so~e time, to have ressched such a stase o close cooperation,
The ™upon Farmers' Assocle=tio- wes formed at mbout thin reriod, and contributed
to the revival of ploughing matches, All in all, these farrors' clubs &id
much to elevate the tone of Canadian ferming. Their two principal weaknesses

werse tﬂ they failed to cttnby) & high de-ree o" florescence, a <l c¢; were
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usually unfederated. The qualities whioh these olubs laded wore possessed
in full b the Grsnge, and contributed in no small way to the vitality of

the latter movement.

The Gfﬂ‘o

The Grange was an extensive farmers' movement whic!. be an anong
the farmers of the western states in 1868, “for purposes of cooneration end
of opposition to the evils of grouns whioch were epposed to farmers' r'lghtu}z
The movement was orrenize’ o1 December 4, 1887, at Vas inrton, NC,, as the
"National Grenge of the Patrone of usbandry”, at the inspirstion of Oliver j,
Kelley, who had made s survey of the poor arrioultural conditions in the
southern states, following the debecle of the Ciwil Wn}? The Grange aimsd to
preserve tl.e farmer from visetimization by middle-men, nonopoliste, ewindlers,
eorrupt ranro}g oompanies, and heavy tuatioﬁ? The movenzent not only sought
to sdvance the farmer esonomically by obtalning reduotions an certain goods
(0ege, napoﬂ and sewing machines), but also fulfilled a high purpose through
the educative, scoial, and sultural influences whish it brought to Liear on
s rigultural communities.

The Grange aimed to lessen the monotony of the farmer's life, and
%0 form a means of relaxation and diversion for his wifo and dau 'ters, thereby
insuloating "a proper appreciation o the abilities and s hers of women",
The Grange was a aoorgz order wi.ich conferred derrees and practised a symbolie
ritusl which was "pleasing, bHesutiful, and apnropriatel! The motto of the
Grange, sdopted in February, 1874, wrss "In essentials, unity; in non-essentials,
liderty; in all things, sharity." The unit of the order was tl:0 subordinate
grange (five of whiech comprised a division granre) which was comosed of nine

men and four women,



The Grange hed e phenomenal growth, and swept eastward with
insreasing veloeity. In 1871, granges were sotive in nine states; by the
snd of 1872, there were 1,378 granges; by June, 1873, there were 4,434
gran-es oontaining 175,000 memberss by November 1, 1873, there were 7,143
grenges. The Grange resshed ifs numeriocal peek i) 1875, at whioh time
there were 23,500 granges, with a membersliip estimated at nearl: one uﬂ.lliazt.a
The chief reason for this extraordinary growth was the {inancial orisis
of 1873, which resulted fram an inflated ourrsnsy, inorensed oredit, gigantie
spssulative operstions, and the inoressed value of oity renl estate st the
expense of ferm lends. Between 1875 and 1880, membershii> in the Grange fell
€0 124,420 and did not ehange oonsideradbly until 1880, when a steady
inoreese brought the total to 600,000 in 1927, largely in lew England and
the north oentral statels

The G__r_onso in Caneda,

A breanch of the Grrn.e was established by Fben Thammpsaon, et
Stanatead, Quedeo, in August, 1872, five nonths before the movement was
inesorporeted by charter in the United States. By Jamuary, 1874, there were
nine granges in Quebess the first grange in Ontario was formed at L'Orignal
(Presoott County) in that year. By 1875, there were in Caneda 247 subordinate
and 22 division granges, containing 6,600 members. In September, 1878, the
mmbers had inoreased to 656 subordinate granges, 46 division granges, and
26,000 members. The Cenadian Grrnge's mumerisal peak wns attained in 18758,
when memdership totalled 81.0080‘

On June 2, 1874, %the Dominion OGresnge "iasued into gloricus birth"
et London, although it was not officielly insorporated until Mareh, 1880,
The first orthodox meeting was held at Toronto, September 22-24, 1874, at

whish the aime of the movemeut were declared to he: (1) unity of asction)
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(2) oppesition to monopoliess (S) inoreased attention to the diversification
end improvement of erops; (4) determinstion to asell "less in ths bughel and
more on hoof and fleese”s (8) sooperation between conmmer and producer, in
order t0 cambat more susesssfully the 'middle-man", On the whole, the
Canadien Grange followed the senersl lines of procedure, thou;h more temperate
in form, of ths Mmeriocan Oranre.
¥Yhen the Crenge mede its appearance in Ceneda, it wes sliarply
6
eritioised by the "Weekly Gloucau
"It 1s exceedingly likel: that in s short time these
farmers' pgraiges will have been turned to politicel use;
in that ocase, the, will have thelr da: and 416 ccceacnse
After sush socleties o heyond the first few rudimentary
steps, they necessirily end in forming e olass of those

very middle-men, whose existence they were created to
“M."

This provhesy failed to ressch fruition in Canads, for the Canadian Grange,
unlike its Americsn protetype, eschewed vartisan politiocs. The Nominion
Grange eame to an end in 18073 the Ontario Provinoial Orange, borm in
Degembor, 18802,, suffered sn untimely demise in 1886,

There were at leest nins granres in 'uron County, most of whieh
were loceted in the esstern townships, viz.: Usborne (1875), Fullett (Londesboro,
1876), Turnberry (Winghem, 1876), Walton (MeKillop, 1878), lorria (1878),
Stenley (1876), Howiok (Wrometer, 1878), and Tuokersmith (Egmondville snd Kippen,
1878)¢ These grenges were astive in numerous spheres: the Londeshoro bransh
built e grenge store; the Winghem branch purchased a gorner of the town's
semetery, to bde set aside especially for members of the order; the Egmondville
grange undertook to ship whest to m;mi‘.’

The Cansdian Grange made valuable eontributiona to the progresa of
ferming, pertioularly in the matter of legislation and fam improvements,
The Grange was directly reeponsible for the passage of t!.e Tile Drainage Aot
(1878) end the Noxious Weeds Aot (1884), and founded & mituel fire insuranse
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cempany (1877) for the protestion of fermers' propertys Some efforts were

also directed towsrds the presentation of monthly and quarterly onttlo-!‘nms?
Perhaps tlie most profound error which the Cemadian Grange comitted was its
support of MesoDonald's Netional Polioy st the polls in 18783 this support was
shortelived, however, snd wer- repleced by a revulsin of feelin; in the ‘eightles.
The eventual oppogition of the Orsnge to the National Poliey strengthened the
movenent,

Regbward ‘éﬁrati Jle

Opposition to the lational Polioy also strenpthened another
movement -~ a physieal one -« which began in the ‘'sixties, nd pathered
momentun i the 'seventies and earl; 'eighties, 7This movement was the
migration of farmers to the western states and !{anitoha., Low wnges, inoreasing
oost of food, and unemploymsnt slso oontributed to the ex »ansion of this
movement, Another faotor to be reckoned with 1s the oondition of the soll
in wvarious parts of Onterios there is eonsiderable evidence to indioate that,
sbout 1879-1880, land wes be. inning to "run out™ in several parts of lurom
cmb;} In 1871, land 1. lanitoba 80ld at fron §1.256 to $2. per acre; in 1877,
the prise of government unimproved lands in Menitoba ranged et from 0 ots.

%0 31, per sore; improwed land oould be purchased a$ from 32, to 10. per ssre.
Half=breeds' sorip, negotiable for 160 eeres of govermment land, was worth from
115, to nz:

By 1872, emigrstion to Manitoba assured larre proportions. lost of
the new arrivals erme fyom Ontario, dut many hailed from Mmnesote, It wes
estimeted that during the fall of 1872, 800 persons fron Canade, and 2,500
fraom the states, would make an exodus to the wng In 1876, “"The Veekly Globe™
scatained items eoneerning 24 land sales 1n hyron Countys 6 11 Tuokersmith,

4 in Stenley, 4 in Jullett, and the remainder divided anwng the other townships,
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During 1877, there were T2 land ssles referred tos 10 in loiillop, 10 in
Stephen, 9 in Stanley, 7 in eash of Tuskersmith, liullett, md Grey, 6 in
Wewmnosh, and the rest divided, In 1878, therse were 61 lani ssles in Hurenmp
of these, there were 8 sales in eeoh of Stanley, iay, llorris, end Vesmnesh,
‘end 6 sales in each of Goderioh, iullett, and Tuckersniths the others were
fairly evenly distributed. In 1879, reference is :mde to 26 sales and 3
sxchangess of these, 7 sales were sompieted in cEillop, 6 in Hullett, and

S in Goderishe In 186C, there wers sppraximately 34 land sales referrsd to

in the "Glebe": 7 in NeKillop, 8§ in Mullett, 4 in Goderich, and S in Stenleys
Fowrty-two sales transpired during 1881: 7. in Hullett, 6 in 'arris, 6 in Usborme,
end 4 in esgh of Grey snd Mrlc:.‘ From this list it may be reedily sscertained
thst the majority of the sales oocsurred in lbXillop, Millett, Tuckersmith,
Goderieh, Orey, and liorris townships == whioch form the central and eastern
portions of the ecumtye It is possible, though not a canclusive faot, that
the 004l in this erwa was beconing "worn eut”, following a long period of
llege,

kesny of tho farmers who left Ontaric for the west retauned home

diesatiafied with the conditions whieh they hiad teund there. In 1868,

Wre David Bean sold his farm in :uy township, and weat “o !dsaocurij eight yeers
later, he returned te Cansda, and settled in kat.o (Oxford Cointy), ecavinced
thet Canada offered better fearming oppertunities. In his oiinion, 8osouri
was @ plaos of "ehills, fevers, and ehingh bugs.” Ia 1878, also, Yr. George
dfleton retwrnédd to Goderish tomship, after a brief ssjourn in Illinols)
the Anericsn system of cultivation was much inferior to the Censdian method,

he stated, adding that "there's no -lace like cng Several Winghsa men
went to California in the spring of 1877, but returned hefors the end of the
yosr, satisfied that they eoculd "do bdetter" at home, lNessrs. bGrown snd Bauer,
o emigrsnte frem Hay, purehased land near Bmerson, Manitoba, in 1877, with
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tie intention of growing nu’: Another Huron ronidon;;, Ire Josel. Rye,
purchased two hundred scres neear uskoka, but later declared tl.at he dld not
think that the Muskoka area would ever hecune as £0od sm s ricultursl distriet
as Jupran, Mr. Peter Jeirer gold his farmm 11 18¥7, aad moved to Ohio and
Kansass upen reslisin: that he had beem more prosperous in Canada, he yreturned
to Huron in 1878, and nurchased a farm ne' r Zurish. A man naned Stewart also
returned to Goderioch in 1878, disaprointed with fanitohmn oonditionss he brought
baek sswples of wheest and b.n-#?

The adoption by the roverment of the liational 'olioy (or "N.P.",
es it waz called) was responsible, in part, for the exodus from i'uron, as well
az {rom other parts of esstern Canada. ifuron newsparer: denounocec the '.P, «e
"our cormercisl esre~all”, 1In 1879, a group of enturprising oitisens left
Billett, end founded the villa a of Londesboro in Manitoble Sixtesn heeds of
failies in Goderish applied for oansular certificates %o move to the states
in 1880; epproximetely eighty persons ware nreparing to leave the mnxﬁ!
The totel emigration from the ports in iuron Count:: to the west, dwring the
yorr ending July 1, 1880, was 6,702? The fewerish demand for 'anitoban lots
in wesemm Ontario is indicated b, the sale, in two dqrﬂ' of £16,000. werth
of lots, at Londone During 18681, ti.e Dakotas beran to acquire nopulerity and
to attract immigrsnts, especially from Lusimow. Cliuton, and Listowe)l {Perth
County), It wes eleimed Ly Furon newspepers thet every fifth man was preparing
¢to leave Huron, and that "for one who goes to Manitebe, five ro %o anot.?g

The exodus was not eonfined to the Huron distriet alone, but
extendod to suoh points es Windsor (Bssex Caumty), Woodstook (Oxford County),
end Port Hope (Durhsm County), Nor was the movement contined to Ontarios there
wes & grest exodus from the province of Quebes to the New Ingland states,
During the months ol.' July, Augusts, and September, 18¢1, six hundred and sixty-
twe persons left Quebec for New lnghnﬁ



108

The Tariff enl the "National Poligqy”.

An understsnding of the aignifiomoe of the "Natiomal Policy”™ would
be insamplets without a study of the tremnd of Canadian tarif! policy, end its
effoot on agrioculture. Follewing the adoption by Greet Britain of free trade
in 184¢, Canada suffered s period of depression: uwnorloynent was widespresd,
buginess stagneted, and hankruptoies multipliod. The first authontic Canadian
tariff wna put into effect in 1847; it ocontained a list of 137 articles under
the head of specific duties, and § of these were also subjoct to ad valorem
duties. The prinsipal importe came under a duty of T4 per oemt., but the duty
on oansideradle farm nmachinery wag 10 »er sant. nd in samo instancss 12 per
omxte Virorous protests on the part of the farmers cntributed to the grawth
aof unrest which preceded the lunemation '‘ovaent of 1848, With the gradual
roturn of prosperous conditions five years later, this movement subsided,
Reciprocity with the United States in 18564 helped to hasben prosperity;
provision wes made for the free exehange of several artioles, chlefly natural
produsts (grain, foodstuffs, meets, hides, ete.). Mush of the prosperity in
-the ensuing desade resulted from the Crimean Viar, which removed Russia es a
soureo of grain for Great Britain, and the Ameriean Civil Viar, whish oreated
s exosptionally brisk demand in the United States for Canadian produots. The
inoreage in the wvalue of qgrtouiturd produce signalled a sinilar insrease
in the value of farm=lends, The Huron farmer was favourahly affected by the
repsroussions of these world~wide sveants, and was enabled to Leoame the full-
fledzed omner of his proport;‘rt Canadian farmers grew to dislike the treaty,
however, “ecsuse they had wished the fros interchange of mamfectures, in order
to odbtain eheaper festory goods from the United States in returm for their raw
produets.

FJollowing e slight eoomomic orisis in 185657, the (amedlan teriff under-
went pericdis ineresses) the Calt=Cayley tariff of 1869 was inspired primarily



by the need for reven:e, and not by the dosiro far n dor'l.dte ;.wiwo .1ve polley,
The 2ovein.0 wilel: wes eollected would lol) “o proteet Caiadlen 1 orations
and nudoipaliticse The United States and "rov € Drlilaa roso dod tho Lwioase
in rates and il chan e of specific to ad veloren Auties; covon oart liaber,
{'9 rates were reduced to neerly tioir formor level. [etwean 1867 end 1870,
the {arifl fluctunted cansider: lys maritl.e op.osition to 4 1198 ou coal,
whect, ard food-stufis l.elped to . aintain a fairly low mzrﬁ n 1874, the
zoverument of laokensie, . ardoit free~treler, sucsceded Lihnoi ol lacDoaeld,
almost at the be inning of a six years' dejression. I, L~ ortert cl.anges

were made, hovever, ard whet sirll alterntions ¢.ere ware, o\ 2ued to Le

u ward,

In 1868 orl inated a o ort=lived ' >veent 2" wn as "Cenada First",
whict 17 1874 adopted a definite pro rem containin the clauser "The imposition
of &uties for revenue eo adjusted as to afford ever; :0.:sible encoursgenent
for native industry”s Thise olause ocuntained the -or: o” t'e Natiomal i'oliey,
although the phrase had alresdy “een used by 8ir Franols Hincks 1n 1871,

The srgunents sdvanced by Uaclonald and "ir Leonard Tilley, tlo ninistes of
finenoe, ineludeds (1) & s able home mariet miglt be provided for Canada's

om farm produce; and (2) the manufecture st home of roods '/:io:.. were formerly
Aimported might be fos.eredes The Hational .'olicy was suppoi-ied strongly by

the Cran;e, and the faraming element generally. As ewrly asz 137G, the Seafarth
"Expositor® oleimed 4 at s ch a tariff would lte.elit hame prod ~ars, and direct
ineressing supplies of grein ¢to Canadlan, ins.ead of to Americm: ':illse The
Turon "8ignal®, however, opposed t' is "protective polioyg.’

By the N¥ational Pollioy tariff of 1379, almost sll dutieble gouds
wof'e ralsed to sn average of over 28 per cent,, and tho rnreral lowel on
evmersted goods was raised fram 174 per eent. (the sversre 1#'io" lad been

maintsined by the defeated Libaral povernment) to 20 per oent. Tuties were
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pleced on practically all agriculturel products, exce t wool, hides, hroom
oorn, hemlook, and Rritish salt, which were to ‘e admitted f{ree. &ome of the

inoreasces were as fbno-ﬂ

;h.:;:y(b\‘oj eco0cc0essnoos i:: ;‘l;:nzlnmr (bbl-) voves -‘W (lator g;)
. es00000000000e our " ®esonvsvssssssee

Deans . 0ge08c0v0oscnse 15‘ loplo. " se0c0008s800 000 40[
Oats " I Iy w Butter (lbo) ee0ePssNeecrsOOROORIS ‘/
m " (I XA L AR NN R 2 w ch.e“ " C00OOOTOOPINOCRNOROENYUPES u
Peas v eos 00800000000 m 000000 n0ecOOONANROINIES 2‘

m .) [ ] (X J

w seed " XY Iy’ ‘8‘ lbo) 000 ccecsacssnecse 1‘
Tonatoes . YY) W Bacon and hems (lb.) e 2’
Potatoes " eeseesss 10¢

Live snimale were admitted on the psyment of 20 per ocent. of value; animals

for breeding purposes wesre to be edmitted free, but thig oandition had alreedy
existed under the previous tariff, IHsavy taxes were nlaged on steel agricultural
implements (30 per oent.), on other a ricultural implements (26 per cent.), on
wagons (25 per cent.), on drain tiles (20 »er cent.), snd on seeds (16 per cent.).
The tax on all imported sgrisultural implements was inoreased to 36 per cent, in
1884, As a result of the advances, the oustoms receipts rose from $12,800,000,

in 1878 to $18,500,000, in 1881, The expeoted favourahle trade balance falled

t0 eppesr, however, snd the extent to which Cansda's returning prosperity ean

be sttributed te the National Poliey is debatable,

The new teriff wes sssailed by newspspers and farrers within a few
nonthe of its inoception, The "Globe” estimated (March, 1879) that the average
extra expense entailed on the fearmer was fifty dollars per yearj this cemputation
414 not take inte consideration the feot that the cost of nu%g and the
ounsumption of imperts would be higher, The St. Liary's "Argus” deolared (May,
1879) thet ferms in Outario had deoreased in value fully ten dollars per acre
sinee Magust, 1878, despite the feqgt that "the National loliocy was to have
been of immense benefit to the tlm‘! The N.’. was severely oritioised by
the London (Englend) "nm-g.’



The milling interests in Huron conn%% and elsewhere were (reatly
perturted by the new Sariff. In February, 1880, 1t was camputod that the
tariff caused a loss to the Canadian farmer of ten cents per bushel on every
bushel of wheat sent to market si ice September. 18783 Mr. Hutohinson, of
Goderich, whose flouring business wrs one of the lar eat in Ceanada, wrote
in protest to Mr, Cameron, M.P. for South Hurm‘;!

"A duty of ten oents per bushel on wheat would, in my

opinion, elose our business for several months of the year.

It would be im, ossible for us ¢to {find enou;h of our owm whenst

t0 ensble us to make & “rofitable business of it .eeees Ve

are not the only millers enga _ed in grinding ..e.e. /American

wheat, Teke iontresl alone, == they have a capmeit’ of some

26,000 barrels per day, or say 110,000 bushels of wheat. Such

a duty entails on our business here an outlay of 250, per day,

whiel omnnot be couuter-balanced by a duty on flour. A duty

of 78¢ (per ton] on coal mesns $7.50 per day additional.”

The uron "Signal” expressed similar viewss
"Should the mill be elosed during a portion of each year

eseee the people of this town will have ..... reason to regret

the change of goverment ¢seese This new N.". oxgzrimont ie

evidently going to be a costly one for Goderich,”

In 1880, Sir Richard Cartwright travelled throughout Ontario,
attesking the high teriffs in Ootober he addressed meetings at (ioderiesh,
Londesbore, Brussels, and Sesforth, and was warmly roooivosg lie deslared that
vhat appeared to be s "revival” of Canadia: business under the l.is, in
187980, was nothing more thens (1) the ineressing American denand for
Canadien lumber, end (2) a femine in Europe in 1879, whieh caused a demand for
grain, lis also peinted ocut thet during the year ending July 1, 18C0, ninety
thousand Canadians had emigrsted to the United itetes == an exodus which owed
mush to the adoption of the proteetive tariff, During 1681, numerous meetings
were held at various points in iuron (e.g. Lucimow and Drussels), »nd the
National Poliey wes severely orithhol.‘

Several fectors contributed to the rewvulaion of feeling whieh

followed the adoption of the high teriff, The first was the sgrisultural
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dopressio: whieh began in the 'eighties: the farmer wns o-mstantly besieged
by taxes and duties., Justifieble arguments for the aholition of the Nationel
Pelicy, from the farmer's point of view, might have heen as fonowg'a,

(3) it depressed the prices received by farmers.

(2) 1t inoressed the cost of transporting t-eir goods to nariet.

(3) it inereased the _ooat of traasporting home their supplies,

(4) 4t incressed the cost of trans ortig every implement of whioch ironm,
steel, drass, eopper, paint, or varnish formed a part.

(8) At inoreased by 40 per eent. the cost of the ootton oods in general use
enong the farmers; e.;. the tax on the poor quelity of cotton used
for cheese bandares was 78 per eent.

(8) it inoressed by 60 per cent. the ocost of woollen r00ds, of whieh the
farmer wrs the principal econsumer,

(7) 1t increased the cost of all staple groceries, excent teu.

(8) it generally deoressed the price of alnmost everthing the farmer sold,
snd inoreased the oost of everything he had to buy.

A seeond festor was the falilure of the N.P. to 'rovide the Ganadian
farmer and manufacturer with an enlarzed home market -~ the very rensons
advanced by the MagDonald gd!!nu.alg for the adoption of a protective tariff!
The exportation of Canadien fapm produets inereased during 1879 and 1880 --

25 per ocent, more in 1880 then in 1879, in faet. The importation of foreign
zanufactured goods also insreased == 8 per ocent. more in 1880 than in 1878?
The exodus of farmers and labourers to western Canede and to the United States,
which was given sn impetus by the National Policy, was also a cause for
grievanss, The general depression cauised s drift towards the oities during
the 'eighties, and inasmueh as immigration wes at a low ebb, farm lasbour
beomne sosrce. The rise of eombines snd monopolies, implemented by the bounty
system whish was applled to the iron and steel industries in 18838, also proved
& source of irritetion te the farmer who considered this consession disedvan-

tageous $0 his own interests.
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The slight waves of prosperity whieh rippled the sea of depression
during the 'eighties were "altogethor unconnected with lesislation" according
40 a contemporary hlatorhc Bounteous harvests at home, improved markets
abroad, the revival of the lumdering trade with the United States, and a
"ben™ in the Canedian west undoubtedly had a large share in producing en
improved stete of affairs. Few changes in the tariff were niade until the
‘nineties, when the pesk of protection was reached,

¥ith the growt: of economis forees, agriculture also prew: its
im)>ortance as an imdustry began to surpass its importance as a livelihood.
The farmer, moreover, underwent a eomolete metamorphosiss fram the splere of
local agricultural interests he emerped to the larger one of continental
enterprise. Mis vhysieal and spiritusl horisons were enlar-ing: the growth
of allied industries and the exigenecies whieh resulted fram en inoreasing
world oomswree provided s richer goal than had the local markets of yesteryear.
And what was probedbly more sipnificant, the farmer was bepinning ¢o assums a
greater réle in the drama of everyday life, It is perheps no exsa;geration to
state that of sll the members of the industrial soelial order in Canede during
the period 1850 to 1880, the farmer wes the besteinformed, prineipally because
he was in constent ocontest with, and was coutimally affected by so many
di'nrlm«.l sotivities and forces. Thet he mastered the lessons which the
"cohoﬁ. of experience” tsught him is evide:.ced by the successful batile which
he waged against the changi..g economic world in order to preserve himself
end his livelihood.
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Chapter Vi Agriocultural Movememts and the "National "oliey".
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Ogilvie and futehinsen, Goderioch millers, were sccused by correspondents
%0 the "Globe", of entering inso an agreement with the povernment
in order to evsde paying duty on imported ftieriocan whest, (i.G.,
vel, XXXI, 1879, September 5, p. 6568),

Ibid, vol. XXXII, 1880, February 6.
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Ibld, vol, XXXI, 1879, Aprn 18, Pe 245,
Quoted, ibid,.

Tbid, Ostober 89, =~ Cartwright (1838-1912) was a loyal supporter of
faeDonald until 1870, when he drilted towards the !ackenxie
sdministrstion, under which he served (187%)as “inister of
Finense. He represented Centre furon from 1176-1882, and South
Huren from 18823-1887,

Ibid, wol, XIXXIII, 1681, November 25; Ootober 2.

Vid. 114, Decemder 16. «~ It is interesting to note that the output
of oil in southern Ontario deoressed sharply in 1870-763 this
negessitated an insreased importetion from the United States
(700,000 gallons in 1878). The selling price of oil in Ontsrio,
after the duty of 20 ots. per gallon was added, was 30 ots. %o
40 ets. per gallon; in the United States the total cost was
15 ots. per gellen. This tex on oil was a sore grievance on the
part of the Menufesturers snd railway oompanies, (%ood, p. 98).

71‘. l\lpl‘l. P. 1060

W.G., vel. XXXIIX, 1881, February 4.
Woed, pp. 94-98.

Dent, J.C.s The Las* !my Ym..(lm. 1892), vol. 1I, Pe 550,

S 68 ¢ 00O
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CHAPTIL VI

The Progrees of the Farm, 1850-1880.

(Cart I)

During the period 1850 to 1880, the ifuron farm underwent a
complete metemorphesis. Neat, wllegroomed farms, comprised of orderly
buildings, and equipped with improved methods of femoing, fertilising, and
drainage, hed be-un to replnoe the orude log and (ramo dwellings which had
characterigsed the earlier period of gettlement, The evolution of the farm
owed mush to the adsptablility of the farmer, end the genius of the inventor,
The improvements in egricultural machinery during this porio«i greatly inoreased
the value and exteat of asrisulture, and simltsnecusl; lessened drudgery
and expense. Plo.ghs were construoted to dig decper furrows, wit: the sane,
Af not greater, ease of draught; rerpers end binders ennblod the farmer to
harvest earliers and grain, instead of being laboriously bestan with a
flail, now gushed from the threshing mechine,

The ineressing use of mechinery was soccompanied not anl:” by
general improvements in other aspsets of farming, but also by effeocts on
the farmer's eocial life, The farmer and his femily could well utilise
additional time and ener;y to devote to other interests, whether fraternal,
political, economie, or edusational in nature, and to deal with problems
whieh the develorment of “the ferm" brought in its wake, e.z. labour shortage,
4 marketing. Moroover, ths farmer wes enabled to direst energles into such
fields as frultegrowing, stoskersising, end deirying, Thus the development
of the sppurtesnances of farming helped to herald the advent of mixed farming
in Rurom,
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PARS.

Farm=houses in the Huron Trset, during the 'thirties and 'forties,
were mostly of the "loc-eadbin" veriety, altho.;h several of ti.c more prosperous
farmers ervoted frame dwellings. WViooden buildings were made poassible by the
vast aoreaze of forest-land snd tho exls.ense of numerous nn-mnﬁ within the
boundaries of the Traot, In the "older"™ distriets of the province, farms
sppesred to Y» well-equipped, if the desoriptions of properties for sale, in
loeal newspepers, may be credited, and msny farmg were built oi stone and
brick? Huron Cornty's dountiful supplies of buillding stones and olq'r enabled
farmers to build stone ard drick homesteeds, which began to dot the country-
side during the Iate 'fifties, It was nct an uncommon aight to witness a
farmer "with the aid of gun-powder and a heav, hamer", construct a stone
hauu? Bm farmers gathered boulders on their farms, aui carted them %o
neighbourin: towns, whare they wore readily disposed of, ai one dollar per lod?

In 1871, the "Glo"s" urgos farmers to pay nore attention to famm
arohitecturey, and to shandon a haphazard msthed of construotion wheredby
buildings were not locsted as eonveniently or as "sightly™ as they might be.
Reat, wellegroomed farms, wit:. ample room for the introduotion of machinery
on a crester or lesser sosle, should be the gcal of every farmer. loreover,
sttention should be peld to the huilding of adequate root~cellars, for storing
fruit and vegetedbles. A second artiolz in the "Globe”, two years later, urged
farmers to beautify their homes, by plunting treos, buillding hedpes and fences,
painting duildings, end maintaining olean yards.

M elueidating lottcg appeared in 1872, soncerning tie progress
of farming in the distriet about Goderiech:



"I saw some things thet struok me very foroibly. These
we:e the gre tly improved oconditions of those farmers with whose
olroumstanses I ad been previously well eoquainted. l'ormerly,
and st my last vieit {1867], these men, in vory many omses, had
'poor oonveyances, or none, poor horse tesms, and, often, only oxen,
almost old log houses', and log barns, and, with few umco;tions,
very poor fences. Now [1.72], the case is most materially altered
for the Letter, aud I ea pleased {0 be eble %0 record, that in a
vast number of cases, these men have zood and even handaome bug:ies,
and ocoasionally geed double-seated wa,cus, drem by £i:iw horses, with
good substential, and even orneanmental harness. These have replaced
the 0lé tew., end tav 1.7 Larns are graduslly osssing; to exiet as
such, but are dezreded into cattle ahede.

Good substantial frame houses are now seen in every direotion,
There erc stlll ooccasicnally scen sane 0ld log houses thet are inhabited,
a memento of former ‘raisings' and begimmings in the bush, But wvery
often these gtand olose by good frame or 'riock edifices that are well
and oomfortadbly furnished.

There is, however, still a groat want of the orderly, tidy
doaryard, neet end well culiivated garden, whose woell fenoed condition
in towmn loealities adds so much to the appearsnce of the homestead,
There are, 1t is irue, samc oriaumntal trees planted, but unfortunstely
ftheir name is (not) legion', nor are they as & rule, woll taken ocare
of. 3till, (re:t wnend-ert in goneral eppewrance, i1 comparison as
they were five yesrs ginecs, is very spparent.”

By 1880, thirty per cent. of the farmehouses in luron County were
repurted to te bullt of s-one, Brick, oonerete, or first-class framej the
renainder were composed of inferior frame, or of logs. (vid. table, pe 119 ).
Of the out~buildings, forty=two per oent. were first-olass, snd tue remainder
were inferior, Firgt-class farms, eomprising dwellings and out-~bulldings,
btrought from $80, to $60, per acre; seeond-class farms from $30. to §i5. per
sorej end third-olass farms, from $16, to 320, per acre. The sesompanying
table {p. 120 ) indlcstes the averaze prices obtainable for farms of the

9
respective olesses in the various townships, in 16880, Parms oould be leased
for five ;ears at a rentsl of from 38, to §3, per acre; "taking into sonsid-
eration the velue of the land smd the high rate of interest paid for money,
10
farns (were) rented very low indeed."”
A study of the illustrations of farms owmed by leading luron

sgriculturists during the 'seventies serves to rovide a fair estinate

117,



118,

of t e generel appesrance of farm=houses, -= if one discounts certain touches
lent b the extist's imagination. These illustrations may ‘e found in the
"Illustreted Historioal Atlas of the County of Huron", which was published

in 1879, .lost of the houses mre two storars in height, a:l usually eonstrueted
of dbriok or stoans, slthough » few frame dwellinpgs are represented. Several
houses have gatled porches, along one or more sides, and ornamental turrets

and oarvings on the upper part of the bulldinga seem to have *een quite popular,
Each house possessed from two to five ghimmeys, a westherwvans, and, in soveral
instanceg lightning rods. Well-kept lems, in the sentres of whigh were mmall
bowers, sre everywhere in evidence) eoircular ornamental hedres border some

of the lawms, and small flower rardens are >lanted nenrby, ‘Yiooden side-walks
lead from the front geate (often embellished with ornamental posts) to both

the frort end back doors of the house, in a few inatances,.

Near the main dwelling are usually from two to four bsrns, often
souneeted with esech other., During the lste ‘sixtlies and esrly ‘eeventies,
%seorcs and goores of bams”, many of whioh were still intaot sixty years
later, werec erected in uron County by John Deig, of Kippﬂ‘l'} In same of the
darnyards, -- which appesr to be tidy end free from débris, - are large pools
of water, for the ecnmmption of stook, The mmipresent pump 4s usually at
the reer or at oneo side of the house, Several kinds of fenoin; are in evidence:
wire, pleket, board, rail, and "sig-sag". The hetter types are usually
srected in front of and around ti:» house, sometimes on brick foundstionas,
while thu "si:-seg” fenees geparate the flelds at the rerr of the farm,
Oeoasionally, Warious caubinations of different types of fanoing (®.g.
pieolet and rail) are to be seen,



119,

TABLE: Stetistios conoerning the ooditio of farms in Huron County, in 1880.

A B ] D K F G H
Ashfield 33% 67% 50/ 0% 50 8% 64  26%
Colborne 50 50 50 50 T6 50 256 26
Goderich 60 40 16 84 76 b 8 Hone
Grey 25 76 33 67 67 50 16 2
Nearly
Hay 50 80 76 25 all 10 50 Hone
ery
Howiok 1 99 2 98 40 fow 10 10
Mullett 25 76 10 90 100 8 60 30
MoKillon 83 7 60 50 76 63 40 16
¥orris 8 92 20 76 50 25 7 25
“Nearly
tanley 25 76 26 76 all 20 25 25
Yone
Tugkersmith 40 60 80 20 All 80 thor widy O
T J#1
fonberry 40 60 60 40 50 Ul s
' Nearly
Usborne 30 70 60 40 all 50 20 40
Weawsnosh 2 78 45 56 72 12 12 15
~oaroely
IBi.ddnlph 25 76 10 90 85 25 26 any ]
Very
(woillivrey 50 60 76 26 75 little 12 50 ]
Avernge
(exoluding
Bidduloh and 30 70 40 €0 n 26 2.8 20
MoGillivray)

A = Proportio: of dwellings which werc brick, stone, or first-class frame.
B « Proportion of dwellings whioh wers log or inferior frame.

C « Proportion of outebuildings whioh were first-class.

D « rovortion of ocut-buildings which were inferior,

B = roportion of farmers who used imoroved farm nachinery.

F = Proportion of farmers wio used ertificlal fortiliszers.

G » 'roortion of farms which were under-drained.

H = Proportion of forme which were equdpped with first-oless fenoing.
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PROGRESS IN FARI‘ING

TABLE: avernge prices obtainable for farms {per 100 acres)
in Huron County, in 1880,

Townships 1st class 2nd class 3rd cless

Ashfield $5000, $3000. 81400,
Colborne 6000, $600. 7500,
Goderich 8000. 3760. 2500.
Grey 5000, 2700, 1000.
Eay 8000. 3000, 1500,
Howiok 4000. 3000. 2000,
Hullett 6000. 4500, 3000.
MoKillop 6000, 3600, 800,
Morris (4800, 1) 3000. 1200.
Stanlay 6000, 4000, 2000.
Stephen 6000, 4500. 2000.
Tuskersmith 5750, 4500. {3800, 1)
Turnberry 4000, (s000. 1) 1000,
Ustorne 7000. 6500. 4000.
Yewanosh 4000. 3100, 1780.
(Bi144ulph 5000, 4000. 3000. )
(Ms01118vray 6000. 4000, 2000.]
Akverage o. $5200, o. $3600, e. $2000.

(exeluding Biddulph
and MoGillivray),




Along the narrow dirterosds are ocoasionally planted trees,
protected by wooden struct.res = snother evidenve of the farmors' desire’
¢to build beautiiul ferms. Other trees grow in tho vieinity of tli: house, and
behind the distant well-ordered fislds, stand wind-rows of vir;in foroo%f
Every faru appears t. L.ave had lts quosa of 3took, and wagons, renrers and
oarriagos are zueh in evideunce,

The propriety and value of “he keeping of faming accounts, in
eannection with such matters ss interest on invested capital, reeeipts for
produets sold, the cost of repairing buildings snd 7ensas, the detsriorstion
of the eoil, the increase in s ock, and so forth, wore stressed in the “"Globe"
as saply es 187}?

Until the 'seventiea, fow farmcrs oarried fire insurance poliocies,
and on umerous occnnlcg: uninsured property was deatroyed, Inl1875. the
Daminion Grange sppointed & camuittee to investigete oconditiems concerning
ingsurancej in 1677, the Dominion uUrsnge iutuel Fire Insurance Company was
formed st Serawek (Grey Canuty}f Several farms, during the sucoseding years,
benefitted from this projest. The earliest references inthe "Globe" to the
burs-ng of fausured farus in .urcoan County occwrred in Juns, 1876, following
the destruetion of property owned by a farmer in Tuokeranith, and in August,
187¢, vaen dodorich farmer's barn anl steble were burned; in each instanpe,
ths loss sustainec wes doubls the amount of the murmgs Mention was again
mneade in Ostober, 1879, when farn preperty in Nerris sand in Stephen townships
was destroyed; loss was eagain double the amount inmnn It wne not until
the feighties that farmers generally began to insire their larms opainst
losa by fire.

In Mareh, 1880, the Counoil ef the Agrioculture and Arts Assooiation
of Ontarioc decided to offer prises -- in the lorm of gold, silver, eud bronge
nedals «= for the best-msnaged farms in various parts of the provlmcln?

igl,
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In arder to be eligible, farms hed 0 be at least one hundred acres in
axbent, and two-thirde under oultintlml:? The conditlou of Luildings, rosds,
feneee, implements, msshiner;, drainage, fortilizin;, livastook, snd orchards,
waz €0 be ~iven careful esoneideration by sppointed judjes. The prise-winners
in Buron Cowmt;, which competed im Group Ko, 103, in 1882, were i, James
Dieksen, (Tuskersmith), who received the gold medal, and 'r. Versoe, (Colbowns),
who wac mwarded the bhronge medal; the farms of Yessrs. Salkeld, Attrell, and
Plake (all three in Coderieh township) reeeived honourable mentiom,

A desoription of these farms may serve to indicate to some extent
the state of agrisulture mang the dest farms of Jarom County in the early
Yoighties:

Mr, Dickson's tg (Castermount) contained 200 ecres, 185 of whigh

‘ware cleared, The édwelling=house was two storeys in height, was oonstructed
of Wrick, «.¢ wes surrounded bV splendid lmms, flower plaots, oedar hedges,
oruanantal {rees, a well=kent orchsrd, snd gravel wnlks, All ordinery rail
fenees haé besn gupplanted by straizht rail fences. The bwrm end stables
were wory large, and contained numerous stallse I, Dicksan owned 41 oattle,
83 of which were prise~-wiming pedigree Shorthoma, Ie also hed 37 sheep,
ineluding Shrepshire, Cotswold, snd oross~bred spegies. I'ive of the
threpshire sheep were imported; i%e ran, s consistent prise-winnes had been

owned foermerly dy M.N, Spencer, of Brecklim (Ontario County). An excellent
feeding system was employed, wheredy feed was namufactured by herae-pewer,
frem eut fodder, pulped reots, brn, and neal, and passed into troughs, via

a troma;, The frent of the feeding troughs folded dow:, sllowing for

feoility in eleaning the trouchs and inserting the feed. Fresh waier was

sonveysd from nearby eprings by means of lamg troughse



OCrops grown at Castermount included 20 acres of fall wheat
(equal mmounts of Clawson snd Reliable), 13 acres of spring whert, 8¢ nores
of hay (elover snA timothy), 43 sores of pasture, 5§ acrez of orchard and lswm,
end 10 ssres of summer fallow, 1%, Dickson gexnerelly reaorted to summer
fallowin- orior to sowins fall wheet, oats, or peas. llo advoonted the lideral
use of salt as s fertiliser in ths prowing of all cerenls, with the exception
of fall wheat, Two vesrs befors, he hed applied a top dressin; o~ leached
ashes (fifteen loads per sore), and the soil and grass bore evidence of
improvement. The fortyefive ecres of timber on the farmm eonsisted chiefly of
bireh, maple, eedar, snd blask ash., TYhirty ecres were watered by the Bayfield
River, whieh flowed througk the southern seetion of the farm,.

Mr. Varsoe's rag (Penssnee) oontained 200 mores, 166 of which were
eleareds 50 sere: were devoted to wheat, 30 to hay, 28 to oats, 14 to barley,
end several te elover, which served in lieu of surmer fallow, The stook
inoluded 36 hend of osttle (shiefly Durhem grades), sone work-horses, 28 sheep
(Cotswold, Leleester, and Southidown grades), snd 37 nipgs. Three ecrss of
orchard gont2ined one hundred peschetrees, apples, vesrs, hlums, reotarines,
wuiness, cherries, end farty grepe~vines. Mr. Varcoe had planted several
shade and ornsmental tr..l% ineluding black walnut, horse olestm:t, maple,
olm, willug and evergreena., Fenses were either beard or barbed wires over one
thoussnd rods of under«drains, built of wood, of different sires to oconform
to the flow of water, had been eonstructed. Yr. V:irooe's farm war the first
on which the judges in thet distriet disoovered a self-binder in use: it hes
been in use since 1877,

My, Sslkelidfs farm consisted of 110 eaores, 90 of which vers cleared
and well dreined. iiixed eroj’s were oultivated, although 'r. Salkeld
specialised in root-erops, with a high degree of sucocess, r. Aittrell owned

one of the most velusble herds of Shorthorn osttle in the country; some years
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sarlier he had purshased a herd owned by & stook-breeder, and since then had
faported several pure<dred enimalse, paying es rmch as 5000, each, lie nlne
grov large qunntitlo.s of hey on the flats on both sides of i!~ '‘aitland River,
¥y, Blake's property was sn averege farm of one hundred nores,

ADDITIONAL BUILDINGS,.

In addition to the main dwellinga, Yerns, and s'ables, farms ware
oguipped with eordsinm other buildinge, such as milk-houses, fruit-sellars,
ise-heuses, poultry houses, aad beeshouses. Eash of these bBulldings wes
Goveloped to e high degree of effieiency, by 1880,

Mlk-houses. The ploneer settlers in ths Furon Traect ususlly milked their

oows cuteef-doors, or in a amall "lean-to"™ et one aide of the house, and r
saufsotured their dutter in the kitshen, Some farmeres went a stop W.
n.nd construsted milk=hnruses, in "duge=out" faghlion, beside a imoll, This crwde
shelter usually oontained shelves and e gravel floor, snd, more rerely, s spring
of fyesh vm?-f The equirment of a milk-house comprised a ahurn, s cheegs~
press, snd utensils. The first churns, supplied with an upwand-down “dasher”,
wore wooden, Patent churns, in 1847, cost fram Bl to Bl. 10s. In 1863,

e dogeckurn, of /merisem origin, was marketed at §12, This device was driven
by & treadmill which utiliged dog-pewsr; collies snd Newfoundland doge were
fevourites fer this purpm'? Leter, box=churns appesred, in whieh a "dasher"
was opsrated by turning e orank, Dun end Jonmes, e firm in Huron, be;an %o
nsnufesture shurns defore 186:? The esrliest dweese.~presses were wooden
reseptasles, in whieh pr;uuro wss applied by means of f board used as @ lever
with s stons at the end; this Sype of press remained in use for ssveral years.
Wesden millepans were graduslly supplanted by esrthenwsre utensils, snd later,
by timwere., The develepment of dairying eoncerns during the ‘seventies
olinineted, in mamy inatansss, the ineentive and need for a faymer to maintain

m wyali-dste milhheuss.



Jruit-eellars. PFruits and root-orcps were usually presorved in a dark room,
prefersbly a é4ry, oo0ol cellar, and shallow sielves or drawevs o° open latilece
woere built on v ch frult was sprond., Lime, whic' absurbed nolsi.re and
prevented gooay, wae usuall; sprinkled ove: apples nnld potatues befors they
wore plnoced in 3tora-3. IMpples were ofton proserved in a limo—onugf

leo=hauses. “~ welleappointad far: was comyleto without an ice-house, for
with the ald 5f one, t:e proflts of <he 1-i1y would be iluncroise: Jjuring e
period of warm westher. The three onsontiagg of an lce=Louse wurc: (1) a
elesely=pasked, nameconduciin- substance, such as dry srwdust, chopped strew,
gwamp moss, Or dr; tanebark) (2) adequate drei:s;e; (3) free circulation of air,
Inltruetlogz in the manufmoture o an ige<-house eppeared i the "Globe" in 1871,
The he:se should be twelve feot squsre, eizht feot 11 hel :t on the inside,

ad sovered b a hoerd roof. The surface earth should be dup, to a depth of

six inches. Th~ 108 wrs ~cked nine fest .squere and six feet :';.:, leaving
between the ice nad tho boards a.: eighteen=inesh space, v :ic. wns ackoed with
samdugt, or ¢ similar subston-e, The to) lc 5¢ fce~hauss oonstruction was
discussed by the 7lmira (Yew York) Farmera' Club, in Desomber, 1372; it was
agreed that an ice~honse fourteen feet square, bullt at a cos. of from twentye
five to fift; dollers, was the most oultnhlge It was not essential that ioce
should be stored underground, as 1% kopt quite well above the surfangg 1% was
the practice of scxe fermers to provide a floor of rough wood, laid upon the
earth, The largzer the body of ice w' s, the better it would keep. By 1875,
fce=houses e uld de coustrueted at a oost of only five dollars. It was deolared
that one way by which loe-~houses »ald for themselves, besides the preservation
of fruits, vegetables, and dairy produsts, wes in the inorerse of the effie-
iensy of lsbourers. XNo longer were there so "many visits ..... made..... %0
the eoel grey Jug in the hollow atulp!? besause farm-labourers were now enebled
to go "o the field daily with a pail of ice-wnter, (wherelass in the olden

sl
tine thoy weuldheve-gene—with the whisksy jug."
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Bee~houses. n..-n.pu.'g was rsrely prastised by the early Huron settlers,
owing to the ample supply of maple sugar snd maple asyrun, which decreased
the demand for homey. With the depletion of the maple~forests, however,
this suxiliary branch of farmin;: bhegan 9o receive attention. In Sentember,
1866, John Jewett, lLucknow, forwarded to the "Canada Farmer" plm?xg for e
moveble bee-house, which he invented in 1840, and whioh he had successfully
used during the ensuing period. By 1880, most Huron bee=keepers sdopted a
¢type of shelter known as the "Fisher hive", decause it ~rotected the bees

well in winter, ané wes generslly luitabl}.‘

WELLS AD WATW! SUPPLIES,

Huron County is wellewsatered by immumerable orecks, sorings, and
wellss water could de re-ched by digring, at depths renging from 6 to B8O
fost, but generally at from 10 to 25 !’eegf The proximity of s rinrs of fresh .
water wns s rm!?- whiel eontriduded to determine the site of the hanes of
meny of the early settlers. Later settlers found it necessary to dig wells,
and in the oourse of time to resort to the use of the diviningeprod, ar
"¢owser®, to looste hidden springs. The first wells were merely holes in
the ground of wvariocus depths and sises, and were covered with logs to prevent
animals from tumdbling in, 7The sides of these wells often collapsed, owing to
lack of support; this deficiensy wes remedied by the use of a curbed fremework.
Wellegurbing was st firet made of oak or black ash, measured two b four
inches, or larger, in width, end was as long as the weli wns deep; it wee
held in poesition by iron bands. Stone gradually supslanted wood ss ourbing
material, end proved to he so popular that soesroely a farm lacked a stcone well,
These wells renged in depth from 70 to B0 feet, and in width from 2 to 8 fest.
They were usually covered with osk planks, often with sn enclosure of fence

rails sround m%l' Briek and esment wells began to replace many of the stone



welle durin; the 'eighties, Water wns usually bBrought to the surfsoe by
means Of a hane-made wooden busket, whioh w-s lowered b - means of & pole
(known as & "wellesweep”) or s windlass., Practicsall; every farm contained
ane well, and often a second one (known eas a "bugh=side” well) nesr pesture~
1ed?
During the 'sixties, wooden pum>s and wooden windamills begen
%0 be introdueced. Wooden pumps cperated on the same prineiple as the
metal ones of the present time, Cumpe-logs, made of pine or cedar, wore sewn
into len;ths warying from five to twenty feet, and were ususlly eight inoches
in dlmmeter, with a four-ineh hole hored through the eentre. They were
sonstructed in such & way that the top of oue log fitted into the bottom
of the one sbove it, These pumps were manufactured Ly several factories
in western Qnturig? %indemille made entirely of pine-wood, except for the
nstal gear, leat an air of quaintmess and charm to tie countrysidg? In 1872,
"a new device of e windemill edapted to pumping water" attracted oonsideradble
.ttcnt!.a‘n.l At sbout the same time, 0.T. Springer, of Wellingtan Sgquare,
Ontario, patented the "Emoceleior" selferegulating wind-mill, to be sold at
maf The msnufasture of steel mills was not begun in Ontario until 1692,
The earliest stoeketroughs were nade by hollowing out large
basswood logs. By 1871, faurners were devising various cantrivances for
watering stoeks One ingenious ferzer bullt a seriss of water-plpes to
supply ¢hs barnyard and deiry. lie used s two and one~quarter ineoh auger,
whieh bored one ineh per minute, or oighty feet per day, in tammmd logs;
after the logs were bored, they wore jodnted end bande: with rings of three-
ineh hoop iron, welded by a blsskemith, A 4rench wes then du; between the
baraysrd sud a spring which lay ene=guarter of a mile distant, The cost of

7
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the underteking, whioh f{urnished water for the oattlc and {or cocoling butter,
was estimated at s3ix and onedslf cents per foot, or approximately eightye
five dollnr:,'

Simultanesus with the eppeersnce o. wooden sumps was the use of
wooden (pins) tanks for watering stoock; these taiuks were of vari . us sizes
sud were supported by iron tands, This type of trough was later supplanted
by & “waterebowl”, the wnter {or which was provided by a large storage tank,
Hydraulie rems, which were ususlly instslled near springs which supplied a
econsidercble smount of preesure, sppeared during the ‘'eighties. By means of
them, weter wss pumped through metal pipes to ferm bulldings over a long

disgtense,

AGRICULTURAL '!AOBI“BRY. TOOLS. AD L L iBiTSe

Fran 1840 to 1850 there was a eontinusl development in the invention
and manufacture of agricultursl machinery, wiioh was so vital to the farmer
in his efforts to wrest e livelihood from the soil, and to santributs to
the essonomie progress of his eountry, 7The prinsipal fectors which provided
sn insentive %0 the rapid edeptation of farm implements inoludeds the opening-
up of virgin territory, the gradual eleering and lewvellin; of the clder
districts, the ineresse in the price of wheet during the 'Mh:’ the
sonatrustion of nnro-dﬁ general improvement in additional transportation
ruum.ﬁ the empansion of industry, and the resultant soaroity of farme
lab'ourer:'.' Provinocial agricultural exhibisiens, ploughing matohes, snd other
eampetitive triels of implements served to advertise new machinery,

Prior to 1880, most of the implements lo:: were of English or
. Sgottish manufacture, but after thet m:f manufeotories were established in
several looalities in Upper Cenede. AMmerioen firms :ggan to form branches

in Censda, or to send agants ¢o market their products, Consequently, e



veritable deluge of toole and implements of Mmeriosn mamufaoture began to pour
into Caneda, By 1875, however, the sale of Canadian implements began to
insresse, while Ameriocsn goods suffered a proportioneste deorense., A further
blight on An-riocn:trsdo e« and one whioh, in a measure, retarded the .
dowlopment of egrioultural inplements =« was the Hational oliey tariff of
1979, This tariff imposed a tax of 30 per oent. on steel sgrioulturrl
implements, 25 per cent. om other sgzricultural implements, and 25 per ocent.

an wagons) tho't-u o; all agricultural implements wes inoressed to 36 per cent.
tn 1688

Probably the mos: important agrisdultural mamufaectory in Hurom
Geunty, pr{or to 1680, & least, wns the ons established at Clinton in 1882
by Glasgow, Keepherson, mc Ccnpan;? This ocncern was a branoh of the
Pingal works which had been built twenty years before in "1-in County, and
vhieh speocialised in "Climax" stemn= and horse~)ower separators., These devices
suppleanted others of a similer nature in western Ontario, snd wore ahipped
%0 memy points in the Dominion end adbroed,

After 1872, the Brussels Ctean Engine and Agrieultuwrsl Works,
valued at more than {30,000,, was founded by J.D. Ronald, Chatham, the
inventor of the “vitrstor" type of the upu'ntor' engine, This firm
specialised in the menufesture of the heavier clsss of sgricul‘ural
hplumt:f Other manufestories and fimms in Muron County inoludeds
Herris snd lerril (Clinton); Martin and Pessmore (Goderiech)s Maleolw
NHeTaggart (Clinten)s O.C. Willgon (Seaforth) who sold Mnagsey's produot”

De MeTavish (clintcugz Abell, uorley, Wilkinson, snd Villiamson (Teaforth)s
Dignen Brothers (Mu-” Siegnilles, Carbine, and Company (Seaforth), There
were also mamufeactories at Winghem and Blytgz Practically all of these firms
were sotive during the 'seventies.
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The provinsial agricultural exhibitions afforded the most importent
mediun for the dissemination of knowledge of egriocultural implements and
wachinefy. The prises which were awarded i. these departiente provided en
incentive, moreover, for the sonstruoction of better tools and for the evolution
of more s stematic methods, IHuronites received fort,-nine prizes for egrie=
gltural implements, between 1846 and 188!? Campetitive matehes were another
means whereby implenents were advertised; a variety of implements usually
canstituted the prise-list of these gatherings. For example, prises awarded
at a ploughing matoh held in Tuekersmith, in 1866, inoluded a reesper, a fanning
nill, a cultivater, end two _:1ou(;hge The Agrisulture and Arts Assooliation
oonducted #wo supetitive trials of implements, =~ the first near Hamilton,
in 1864, sud the seoond at larls, in 1871. The most striking difference
betwean these trials was the decrease in the number of Aneriosn implements
preseutec at the sescond trhg?

The t,pes of macilaery and i;nplomts whiol sppeared in use in
Buron County before 1860 may be divided iunto four main Mss (1) lena .
slesranse: axes, ssws, log-ioaiing machines; (2) tillages ploughs, harrows,
rollers, seed=drills, cultivators; (3) uarvesting: reupers, uowers, celfe
binders, horse-rakes, hay=forks, hay-=losders, iluwplements for hervestling pees;
(4) preparation of produets ior uses thresiing machines, famnin; rille, strew

sutters, grain erushers, sewing=nachines, wringers, eto.

Lend olearance. Axes slweys formed an essential part of the equipment of
the farm; various kinds of this inmplement were insluded at most of the

provinoial exhibitions. Cress-ocut sews did not eume into gensral use in
Baren Ceunty until about 185669 William Elder, Tuekersmith, was one of the

6l
first man ¢to own a oroes~out ssw, whioch he obtained in 1855-56, A oircular saw,



driven b, herse=power, cost forty dolhrgs In 1873, the firm of Olasgow,
Maopherson, snd Cempany produced a prisewwinning dreg sew. The farmer's

next oonecern, after felling trees, was to haul awse; lozs, "nd io improvise
some kind of & machine to ;ull out s‘umps, and thus hasten a procesc in

which fire and erosion ware relatively slow, Log~loadin; mmohines apperred
in Upper Caneda as errly ea 1848? and stump extractors as enrl:- ws 1843‘?

In 1847, stump extreeting mechines co0:ld de bought for ¥17. 10s. Improvements
were rdded grodually in order %o overon—e the resisgtencoe of nine snd sinilar
specica, In 18f7, a Muron farmer dovised » harrow which eould be nnerated
successfully on stumpy ground even when stumps were two feot apnrg? In 1868,
s Toronto egent for a Ssottish menufactory sdvertised the sale of lewnenowers,

tut these 4id not offer seriovs ocometition to the scrthe for aeveral ynrgf

Tillese. During the lete ‘forties, ploughs of improved patterns hegan to

bo manufactured, snd by 1860 there was s great varlety of this partioular
inplement, e.ge shovel ploughs and gang ploughs. Most of he early ploughs
were of Soottish, English, or Dutoh origin, The pleugh clevis, a Cansdian
invention, sppecred in 1850, A double=lurrow plough, already in use in
Enrland, made 1tc appesrance in 1862, as 41d s now subsoil plough (P4), with
whigh four horses could plough e furrow twent; inches deep i ordinary uo&ﬁ
With this implement, onc man snd two horses oould acoornligh in one day as
much as was formerly dons by two mem, two ploughs, and four horses, The
fermer's ssving, in the cost of labour alone, was ocemputec at seventy dollars
mnuang: From 1846 ¢to 1881, Huronites entered dtwenty~two prise-winning
ploughs et the provinelal exhibitlons. In 1867, !r.0.C.'iillson, who began
to sell implements at Seaforth, sold seven ploughs; within a few yesrs he was
selling two hundred per yu.g? insluding such popular models as the Fort Perry
gang plough end Massey's "No. 15 Thistle Cutter”,

17,



Ihe most popular of tliv 6arly harrows was the "diemond Soottish
harrow"”, egipped with forty teetl, aud Share's ¥-orican harrow. "y 1850, a
new type of self-cleaning harrow apseared on tho narket; two vears later,

s liorwezien harrow, whioh had prowed to e nonalar 1: En-leand, could he
purehased in Caneda for about El4, In 18G4, a farmer in Hay towmship, Furen,
sulmitted to the "Canada Fammer” the plzg of a harrow whieh he had devised and
used suocessiully for seven yesrs, "even when stumps [were] two feet armrt®,
-This herrow goast ten dollars to build, and its uss s»Hread rrpidly over

Huron end Bruse Counties, In 1831, L. "1l1a¢, Goderich, received a nrice

for a palr of iron harrows,

Rollers, known variously as land=presasers, clod-erushers, and
presser=rellers, wore ci.iefly of “ritish mamfecture., They eculd be purchased
as early as 1862, et from El5 to £25 == a drice which was oconsidered extremely
Righ in Canade. The use of rollers was linited, as wooden ones were too |
perishable, and iron ones were too axpcnliv;}

Machines for drilling in grain or Broadeasting wore generally
scarce in Upper Canads, md in ‘uron Countye In 1862, a horse~hoce, of
English menufeeture, oould be purchased for E2, GlZi a seed-sower or A:411,
made of Rochester (lew York) sold at #14. Orainedrills and cultivetors
were exhibited at Hemilton in 1863, Irise~wimning single-horse cultivators
were shown & provineial egriculturel exhibditioms by A. Harris, Clinton, in
18683 R. Fumeimen, Goderioh, in 1685; and T. Tippling, Clinton, in 1877,
Twoshorse sultivators began to appear in the early 'seventles. In 1877,

P.H. Bawterheimer, Clinton, received a provinelal award for “is olinder
oultivator, Root=sesd planters were merketed by 1874; a turnin sower wes
invented by ¥%. KaeNieol, Cromsrty (Perth County). The denand for a potato-
planter was unrultilloxr slthough ir. Hacliloel attemted unsuceessfully to

74
devise a poteto=-digger.
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Harvosting and hay-making. For several yoars, the luron raner made extensive

use oy grtin-orndlo':f of whioh there were severnal types, lnow. variously as
“grape=vines”, "turkey wings", and 'iuloya?‘? An improved reapin: mmhi;’xz
appeared in Canade in 184;? and three yesrs later, a mowing nmacl.ine, whioch
was osnable of ocutting from ten to twelve seres pf heavy pgrass oer day sould
be surehased for I26. In 1862, Smith's "double-setion hay-maker' was selling
at 12 to uﬁ HeAe Massey began t0 manufsoture reapers and riowers in 1852,
and sold them st from L20 to L26 each. The rirst mashine recrper was an awiward
oontraption operasted by two menj prein was deposited on a plat.orr: via a reel,
whiech was later supplanted by one arm, and still later, b, rour ams, which
speeded up the proocess of gethering gnusl? in 1866, -asse;" produoced owmivined
reanere and mowers. In several localities in vuron County, where 'many of
the latest inventions and improvements in acrisultursl implements hed already
been Lntroduood?}' muoh of the grain in 1866 wes harvested by .eoCormick's
nower and reaper, whieh had appeared in 1834,

At a mowing mateh in Stanley tewnship, ia July, 1867, eight oombined
reapers and mowers competed; the first three prises went %0 "icod's ratent",
fyom Flora (Vellington County), to Waterous snd “ompany, irant{c d, and to
"3all's Ohio", from Luo-gf In 1867, ¥r. 0.C. Willson be;an to sell !aasey's
products at Seaforth, ineluding the self-rake reaper, wiiloch ha¢ sppeared
in xasgf During the ensuing deoede, he go0ld more then one thousand of Wood's
recpers end mowers, and sever~l similar machines menuirrctmred by .mxwell and
Compeny, Paris. A firm at Oshaws (Ontario County), whieh @ anufactured
"Champion™ reapers and mowers, sold 260 in 1874, Wut planned to produce 2500
in the following vear, owing to an ineressed dmmgf This demand was an
expressior of the general optimism and prosperity whioh preceded the depression

8L
of the late 'seventies.
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Many farmers oould not a’ford to purohase machines, but rented
them {rom the nore fortunate egriculturiets in the neighbourhood, during
harwst~time, In the early 'seveuties, !r. William "lder, a Neeforth farmer,
oontrsoted & similaer deal: the machine droke down, and he ore the necessary
parts oould be procured, “‘r. “lder had sompleted, on foot, a ‘curney which
toek hin to Harpurhey, 3rucefield, lippen and home agaigf After 1875,
single~ and twoshorse resping mechines heceme falirly cammon,

Durinz the early 'seventies, a self=binder which used ztrew to
tie the sheaves, wes invented by velter laoNicel, of Cramarty (Perth Ccunty),
This was the first machine of its kind in western Ontario, and MacVNicol
deslined to sell it until Le hed perfected it. Hemmhile, Linders which used
wire or twine were introduced, omusing .la i:ventiom to eecome obsoletg?
S8elf=binders were isserce in .ron Counl: for several ecars. 6 “irst selfe
binder encountered in the distriot hy the Judges of the farm conmpetition in
1882, was owned by iy, Varcoe, of COIborngt.‘ Hany Huron farmers expressed
their desire to purshase & seli-binder for ths harvest of th~%t yeer. In 18883,
Archie VoGregor, Kippen, however, displayed great dissatislfaction with e
similer maghine obtained et Londog-'

Revalving horse-rakes wero sdvertised for sale h- a Toronto fim
in 1842? A Ameriosn horsoerake, an ingenious ad lahourws:vin- deviee, wnsa
marketed at B:.l Sulky horse-rskes sppeared 1n i "sixtles, ~nl were manufastured
by ¢ Canadien firm, 0.C. Willson wes the first to introducc this imnlement
into Hurem, after 188’3 Frow 1867 %o 1870, a considersble nuihor of hay=forks
eppoared, ineluding grebeforks, screweforks, tine-forks, ~n! harpoon=forks,
Peter Grant, Clinton, invented the "fxcelsior” horse hay~fork, whioch gained
prises at the provineial exhiditions, from 1869 to 1376, and swnrds in the

93
United States, Franoe, snd Mustralia, A testimony to tho emeellence of this



implement is to be found in a lett” written b a farmer to "The Farmer's
Mvocete™: "lavi..,, used four kindas of haywforks, ~ ) 'e"0- Nrant's ".¢ =fork

t: any., It will take & 0ol lomd o even fize 'nyj it is 1izht on strong,
and easily hazdled,” L;Ayv-losdoru a .1 har-tedders 414 512’ apnear 5 ‘ron
until thL. ‘eighties; illiam “lic:, Senrforth, w-s one ~" t'e M-s* farmors

42 his disiriet tu obtein them, st ebort 1883.s Vessrs, . “c.en” and Mlla,
Rogerville, won provinsisl ewerds in 1872 for an 5::)lement for Yarvestir: ~easp
in 1877, lr. George Yclesn, "oy, n.d in 1874 and 1877, 'r. 7, !'zT.004, received
ewsrds for a similar cixtrivance.

Preparation of Products for Use. The first portedle threshing machine was

96
introduced into Upper Canada et about 182536, In 1845, a Torento denler

advertised for sale two=lorse portable tireshing machines whic!: were -voreanteed
to thresl. one hundred Lushels per dﬂ;’z the cost was about nag? Pofora 1080,

e tlresler operated by lLorees on a troad=mill ap .enreds In 1262, several
agents were sent tc Upper Cannda L,y ean nerieen firm owned h:- ‘aigo.‘who had
fnvented s twe-lorse power threaling machine, which sold for %275, The sale
of threshing mschines in Burom County expended comsider~”ly after 1874, er ig
indicrted b; the inoressed output 2f the firm of Glasgy:, Maspherason, and
Cempany, et cnnto:? Machines opersated by horse~power, or "sween-nower™, se
it wos often dasignated, were common throushout the oum%gr? The Clinton firm
exhitited, in 1874, a "Climax" vibrator thresher, later adapted ~or either
stean or huru-pow&g} s "Clizax” separator, and a gombined aopa:retor, whieh
hed ocarriers attached in sueh a way ag to diraeot straw atraipht ocut, or to
either liée.z By 1876, the saue fi:nm hegan to menufacture the "ondtor"
sgrisultural steanm engine, and by 18380, an "end-shake" thresher, replete with
nmerous imprcvm%e? In 1885, Jaok and "iles Mo!tlllan, Puckersmith,

purchesed a steem threahing outfit of the upright boller ty;lagf
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Famning mills deceme fairly somnon in Ruron Oounty in the early
'sixtles, ohiefly beoeuse Yaleoln “eTarcpeart, Clinton, whose mil) merited an
anard at the London exhibition in 1864, had berim €0 marufacture thive A
patent duplex fan-mill had appesred in 18&8? and a crain orccker wes exhibited
ot Hemilton in 1853, On November 29, 1861, e patent was issued to 'r, Heary
Dodd, of Goderich township, for "improved sieves or soreens for famning mu.‘..oz
A good fennin- mill cost epproximately twentyefive delln}'g?

In 1847, a hand= an?® horse~power straweoutter nme-red, whioh sold
at fron L€ to %70? In 1874, Glasgow, "acpherson, and Gormeny exhibited a atrawe
outter whish was operate? by horse-powers i1t wes ganable of cutiing more than
one ton of Lkey, sttww, or eornestalk: rer hovlf}-? M the Toronto exhihition
in 1852, tle Canada Compsny dici:layod s rec:ine :* {oh aroused conridersble
ocunent; this w-z *he Ponlan Flex /nohine, whieh the Cormany bad murshaesed
ia T.xglanlg In 1CB7, “arris ~n! Yerril, Clinteon, received a »rovineinl
swar’ far & clover=clern®n; mactiine, Corn-shellers amld te ~urchased es
evrly ag 1747, ft;r £2, 10s8,, @ nennles, for P4, 10s. Tumipealieiny
mnchiz%g a pe-rc¢d in 1847, o' roote-mllers in 1"%*.3 Tn June, 1852, Jenes
Tright, of ke T.ollington Agrioultural Soolety, invented a machin~ for cutting
off{ the tops of turnips and *uralng out the roo‘)!;]s'? In 12871, ~m "a~nlewparer”,
of Mwerioan origin, msppe-red ~: Yl mar’-:}}:? "o Haolcol (TParth Connty)
iave: .24, éurin~ ‘he 'seventins, n potatio-dijcer, w:lc'. wes on zi;:znll'y
disoarded, coause it falled to aeparate stones fro— tho wnﬁ.ﬁn}%?

In tvc midst of eall these irprowved implementa, 4the fayrnor's wife

was not forgotten: from 1360 onwerd, various household nachines « ne-red, to

help her in her dally taske., "Sirger™ sewingmnachines wero menufactured during



the early 'sixties at Woode:took, Himmilton, snd Newmarket, and sold at from
$#78. to $100., = price which was oonaidered oztrm;ly high at that t:lxi%:'

In 1864, @ handeeperated sewing-machine, whioh sold far Jj12. wms manufaotured
by Charles Reymand, of Ouou‘:%? This mashine proved to be so popular, that
additional manuiec.ories were established at Hemilton and Toronto. 3By 1871,
*lock stitoh" meshines were on the market at from $15, to 536 and "Lemb's"
mitting meshine eculd be obteised for about 3%%? vashingemashines snd
wringers slso became inoreasingly avellabdle during the 'sixties. In 1868,
Thomes Forfar, of Weterdown, edvertised for sale, at 38,60, the "Ontnrio
Double«Coared Clothes wrlnclrl"'? Large mangles, equipped with thres rollers,

ia
about four inshes in dismeter, were canmanly used on most farms,

Bais.

In November, 1360, the "Huron Signal" advertisged that "smn exoellent
opening for a good wegememeker [would] .e... be found in the r.asing village
of Oli.ntal::‘z" In 1652, sn "improved" Sootch eart, for sarrying grain end hay,
eould be obteined for from El2 to El5; ardinary wegouns ocost B{g? 3eLore 1860,
Martin and russmore began to manufeoture two=horse wa ons at Goderlehs Une
of the first buggies in tis Seaforth ares was omed b, 'iilliem !ldexr, in the
early '-mzlogf In 1877, James and Jolm Dignan, Exeter, began to msnufasture
wagons, buggies, cutters snd bobesleighej tiey built about twenty-iive wagons
snnvally, until 1887, wh.n the som>etition of larger factories f{orced them to
lessen the scone of their buoinotzf In 1870, James riilson es abllshed a
harnessemeking ooneern at Seaforth, end six ysars later, G.T. lienderson d4id
likewise, 3ingle harnesses, in 1878, eost from §14, to 40,3 double harnesses
were priced from §26. upng?

In 1880, the roquirmualt’%: of an average farm of ane hundred wmores

in luron County, and indeed in most of the other counties of Ontario, includeds
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two or more lerge ploughs, s small nlou~h, a ghoveleplourh, & suhsoller,

ane or more harrows, & roller, a rrain 4rill, a rooteseed Hlanter, -~ ainrlee~ or
two=horse eultiwvator, a femin; mill, atrewwoutter, Poot-outter, shovels, cpades,
hoes, soythes, eredles, grain showvels, nickeaxes, mauls, wedres, wrod-snwg,

¢ hey=knife, hay=ferks, memreefovrks, hands and horseerakes, a ladder,
wheel-barrow, sleigh, an ox=cart, a iorseweart, and o suhatemtin® we-on
equipped with e hay=resk,

Mgricultural mprm’o':z 414 not cense with the ~r d:al nerfection
of tools and implements with whioh to cultivate the soll, %o harvest the
Fesultiing erops, and to trans-ort them to market., The n-eutt; ~f the
inventor and the adaptability of *he farmer were trxed ir otler ;,".égg

of farming, which were no less i- ortant in the someigtent ;vo-preg- of

sericulture, vis., improve’ methods in fenoings, "~rtiligin , and Arainage.
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Chapter VI: The Progress of t'e Farm, 1850-1820, (lart I)s
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CHAPTER VII

The Prorreas of the Farm, 1850-1880,

Part 1I

The development of methods of fenoing, fertilising, and drainsge
was a corollary of the axioms of sagriocultural progress. It is sirnifioant
that these three important sapeots of farming developed in a parallel fashion,
The main reasons for this econdition sre: (1) the inereased use of machinery,
whioh preceded and acoentusted zeneral Lnprovements in all farming equipment;
(2) the desirs ef the Huron farmer to dreate & "model” farms and (3) the
svailabiligty of warious materials in Huron County for progress in these matters,

G codar end salt,

FENCING.

Feneing formed an integral part of the equipment of a wellemsnaged
farm, For meny yesrs, the "sig~seg" reil fence, made of split rails, was
the most cormom type used; it was economisal, durable, and ocould be quiekly
and easily oomtruotod} The problem of fenoing did not attain a signsl
importanse until the 'seventies, when seversl types of fences made their
appeersnce, The growing sosreity of timber, the inereased number of stook-
ralsing farmers, and a general dosirz to build welleordered farms inoresased
the significance of feneinge The supply of eedar end blackwagh =- the most
popular woods for menufsoturing rails, was dwindling in several secti ns of
the provinee (e.g. Dorehester, }Middlesex County), where pine and white oak
began to be used es fenoiny materisl, Huron County, however, was supplied
with seversl large cedar swamvs, Andrew 004, Tuockersmith, had a fine cedar

swamp on his ferm, end during the early 'seventies he supplied ¢ nsiderable

146,
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tinber for fenee posts, wilch proved a preat oconvenience to neighbouring
farmer'?

Board eand pleket fenoces, whiech were more eoonomical, 1w0ore .ightly,

and stranger than "sir-saz" fenees, appeared as early as 1856f Ten years
later, H. Treffry, of Gorrie, received a prise at the rovincial exhibitien
for his wooden fln-fcnoo? In Quebese, raill and pieket fences werc not in
general use until 1871, Rails were usually cut in len;ths of elewven or
twelve feet, and pickets in lenrths of seven feet. The cost of wvarious
types of fence, per foot, wns: rail fences, six oents; picket onces, five
oets) board fenses, ten centsj bar fenoces, ssven centss cedar posts cost
from five to fifteen oents oach? The fessibility of building; wire fences,
whicl: were nmore dupeble and less exnensive than rail fences, did not invoke
mush discussion until 1871.72, Portable fences, whio: could be erected and
pulled down at e mament's notioce, apperred in the late 'sixties. Alex Welr
nsnufactured a portable fenece, st a 00s‘ of sixty-five ocents per rod, which
received a prise at the provineial exhibition in 1870, The general view regard-
ing most portedle fences was that thevy were too expensive; oftem, they were
designated as so mueh ”hunbug'? The type of fence necessary for construction
depended chiefly on the kind of stoock whieh nHastured within the onololuﬂ?
A method ugsed to preserve fensce rails and posts was to administer ~ compound,
neade by stirring pulverised chereoal in beiled linseed to the consisteney of
plints "put a ecat of this over timber, and there is not a mm who will live
$0 see it M.!

M interesting lottig written in 1873, by ™W.M.", Dungamnon, Huron,

throws oonsidersdle light on the condition of fenoin: in that part of the sountry:



"I will desoribe two kinds of rail fence tliat are used in
this seotion. The first is the ordlnary snake fense, put up five
rails high; then two upright atakes are >lsced at the corners on
ench gide of the feneej} » oap bored with larpe four-inch lioles is
slipped over the stakes saross the fense, thus hinding the whole
firmly together; two more reils are put in, and the stakes are then
driven into the ground, This makes a very stron: fenoe. 1t is
not liadble to be blowm down, and it 1s impossidble "or howses or
oattle to got a rail out., It is, moreover, free fron any larre gaps
for eattle ¢to ret their hesd: through,

The other kind is somewhat similar to [the fences ‘ilt in
Quebes at this time, as noted above)]. It 1s as follows: hottom
tlocke of oceder, pine, osk, or any kind ef timher th~+ wili not rot
ensily, are bored with two large fourwinch holes, four or ive
ireles apert. These “looks are _lased on the ,ro> ~#, “me lonrt). of
the raile aspart, sllowin; the rails to overlsp six or eirlt inches.
Stekes ere then put throurh the holes 11 the bloeks, r:i' driven
into the ground fifteen or eighteen inches; the ience is ‘lien laid
up, fomr reils high; s cap, twen'y inches lons, bored with the same
sized suger, is slipped cver the stakes, thus hinding the stekes and
railsa fimly tocether; two mor: rails are then placed on the ¢top,
which makes the fenee sufi'iolently high, being equal to ei ht rails
in height. The greatest difficult,; in bulldin these fences is to
get the bdorin: done, as & three=inch auger [is]} too small, and a
foureinsh su-er [is] too lar_e to tura by hand,

But & machine has been invented and patented for turning them
by horse-power. The mashine is eaid to bore about two thousend
blocks per day. Any horse-power will run it; consequen‘l:- it 1is
not mush trouble to put up a lot of straight fence. The machine is
also sdapted for dorin; posts for makin past da rail fences,”
11
In 1874, despite the eriticism levelled a ainat "sir-sa;” rail
fences, many farmers agreed that this type was the best for all purposes,
The prinsipal objeetion ¢to rail fences w-s that animals and fruitepilfering
school«bo s made easy secess throuch them.
As early es 1857, sup, estions had been aivanced for the planting
of ersb and plum hedges, which would efford the owner also "the nowvelty of
12
piekins fruit.” It was not, however, until the earl; 'seventies, that live
hed, es, whioch ™o wind occuld dlow down and no thief bhreak throush”, besane
13
populer smon Ontario farmers. Experiments werc made with the native thorn,

sweetbriar, honey-locust, hewthorn, ruckt'.orn, osa-e oran;e, and barberry.

In the sprin of 1876, & numier of Zurich farmers removed the "sig-zeg" fences
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then in use, and nlanted heney-locust hedces in their aton&? Three years
later, Mr, Allen, of Goderich, stated thet the barberry msde an excellent
hedre, and moreover, provided berries, which when cooked with apples,
prodused a delectadble Jollt? In 16880, a Bruocefield reader of the "Globe"
was informed that neither Cenaldian thorn nor inglish thorn was suitable for
¢ hedre, begause Woth were attacked by numerous ingect onud.o}? Sweetbriar
was said ¢to pull wool from the backs of sheep, and for thls reeson wes
unpqulo%?

By 1880, most af the hedres in Huron were of the buckthorn warietyj
asny of the bhuckthorn hedges, for want of proper training when youny, were
not preperly formed. Mr, ¥.C. Gordon, Goderish township, wms one of the
first Huronites to plant osage orange; this type of hedre formed a oomnlete
barrier against stock, but it required frequemt trimming, and tended to
spresd from broken roots. The barberry grew into thiockened stools, but did
not spread from eut roots, thereby permitting land to be cultivated close
to the hedge. It could be essily transplanted, =nd was oonsidered, in 1880,
to be the hest roadway and division fence that the farmer was able to bun}?

Galvanised wire was used by several famers prior to 1880, as support
for grnpo—vino}? Barbed wire fences ap eared as earl:; as 188082 James Etewart,
Tuskersmith, built one whieh “was still good” forty-five ;oars latogf The
nﬂ of Y¥r. Vareoe, Coldborne, who roceived a bronse medal i:. 1882, contained
(in mddition to 680 rods of board and pieket fence), 600 rods of barbed
wire fenecing: four wires stretched above a base=board one foot high, and
posts were placed at intervals of eight feet, In general, by 1830, twenty
per eent. of the fences in Luron County were rated ns .ﬂrlt-eluﬁf (via.

teble, p. 119.)
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FERTTILIZ:! . .

The Condition of the Soil. So0il exhsustion wns {.. evidence in several of the

older counties of Ontario st bout 1868? Indicetions of soll exhaustion 4id’

not beoame grestly apperent in Huron County, however, until the late ‘'seventies.
The chief reasons for this condition include: (1) an 1:acequete use of a
"system" of oroperotation; (2) a tendenoy to oro: toe mush grain, especially
wheat; (3) the feilure of eertein orops which were imnortant jn rotation,

0.g¢ clover; (4) lack of good fertilisgers; (B) ijnoransce an. mismensgement om
the nart of the farmer.

Crop rotation was nut practised renerslly in Huron until the
‘seventies. Two of the best~known "cyntcuzg then in use in Onterio were as
followss (a) For rich soile: (1) surmer fellow, menured; (2) wheats (3) corn
or potatoss, no manure; (4) barley or neas; (5) oats; (8) swmer fellow,
manured; (7) whest, sevded to grass; and (b) For light soiles (1) surmer
fallow, menured; (2) corn or potatoess (3) barley, seeded to grassy (4) greass
sut, three years; (5) pasture, two years; (8) peass (7) fallow. In Htron
County, olover end grass were im-ortant componenta of practioally all "systems”
of erop rotetion,

In 1879, the following 1-&3?' from “"AN....", Huron, a peared in
the "Globe": "I have a field of eirht aores of poor soil, that is tecause it
has run out, and I would like to ; et something out of it this gerson. ..ow
would it do to sow same kind of grain in 1t, and seed it down with olover and
timothy (for pasture]!™ The advice rendered was to plant pess, then timothy
or elever., 7Two months later, another 1.%3;'- appeared, signed by “Young Farmer",
Hurons "I have 10 aores of high land, whieh I intend to sow with pess, and
seed down with red olover for pasture, st sbout ten pounds per amore. The
lend is run out; would you edvige to put a little timothy with 1t?” The enswer

was: Clover will succeed best if sown alone; peas should not be sown with it,
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28
dut timothy may be added. I. laroh, 1580, a letter from a farner in
Stanley township appeareds "I have a »lece of lanud which 1s badly run
out, whieh I intend to summer fallow, It has ueen cropped with wheat
for the last eix or sevea years. What would be the beat menure for it?
Li-e ean be got cheap, Would it be good: If so, how mnvy Lushiwls to the
eore, unslaked?” The writer was advised to apply 300 to 400 pounds per acre
of superpvhosphete or Lone meal, and to add barnyard manure.

In 1879«80, Huron farmers expressed great cwunsern over the exhsuation
of 801l and the failure of attempbs %0 cope with 1%, In 1880, the report of
the South Huron Agrieultural Soclety ntntoi?

"It is a seri.us matter for our farmers to Juiow how to pet

over clover being winter«killed, And, moreover, n.re than that,
grass seed sown in spring for the last three years, has besen e
doubtful affalr, We know of fields which have been seeded down
three years in succession, and all proved a failure, thus com.letely
upsetting everything like e ocaloulation of rotation of cro s. Ve
have no known equivalent £dir meadow and pasture for a oomnlete
rotation of orops end rest for the lemd. Sowing rraas seed in the
fall has been tried to a oonsiderable extent, but not enough of
axperiense has yet been rained to ensble us to speak definitely
ss to results.”
30

In the same year, a Huron farmer declared:

"Some of the farms sre getting impoverished throuzh bed manage-
ment. Ploughin; under sone green erop would perhaps restore such
farme to fertility as anythings else. In our distrist, some try to
oarry out the rotation of erops, Wut it is rather difficult, owing
to the failure of the clover erop cccasionally.”

Manures, A manure is a substance whieh, through its fertiliszin; properties,
enriches the s0il, and theredby enters into the camposition of « yrowing plant,
There are two classes of menuresi (1) those which are provided through
natursl azencies; snd (2) artificlial meamures. Under the sesond group masy be
ineluded bdones, bone dust, bone meel; lime alkali snd phosphate sampounds)
gypsun; limestone end marl; soda and potash; plaster of laris; ashes (lesched

snd unlesshed); chareoals and common salt, All these fertilizers were
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experimented with by luron fermers before 1880, in varying quantities
and mixtures, but usually with a high degree of succesa. The peneral
prooedure adopted by !mran farmer;, by 1880, waa to ap’ i, bernyard manure
to whiol: had been sdded warious quantities of artifiocial memume; thus the
most benefieliesl results were obtained, About thirty per oent. of the farmers
in Furen County, L, 1880, were using artifieial rortni:orgz'

Instruoctions for manuring appeared in Canadismm sgricultural
Journals as esrly as June, 1842.2 but farmers d4id not swnken tuv t. e preper
and benefiocial uses of manure until the early 'lhﬂ.eg? In 1865, s
“"subscriber snd esonstant reeder fram Goderich” wrote to the "Canada !"amor*‘c'
"A larre portion of a most valuable fertiliser (I mesn liquid nmnure) is
totally lost %o our s;ricultural samunity." He thereupon prooeeded to
point out the successful epplication of liquid manure in Great Britain,
As late as 1880, it wrs not customar; smong farmers in severnl parts of
Paron (e.g. ‘!‘uckormitle to teke partigular oare of their barnyard manurej
no pains were taken to save ligquid manure or to rot solid rmsnure. George
Buekxland .mf'a (1880) that aboit twen' ~five per ceat. of barnysrd manure
was wasted or lost by fermers in Onterio. When manure was useu, it was
%00 often illiberally epplied; as a rule, ten or twelve loadz, applied to
& 8ix or seven yCers' system of rotation, was deemed sufficient, In 1878,
Mr. Allan of oderieh mtﬂ that menure on undrained land was usually
produetive o. more harm than pood, for it produced rust in wheat, nnd rot
end mildew in fruits. In November, 1877, a lottcsg of enquiry, written by
"R.8.", Buron County, sppeared in the "Globe": ™Would vou let me know how
meany pounds of hen manure are equivaelent to one pound Peruvian gueno for
gerden veretablea?® The writer wss informed that hen nanure wes the better

fertiliger, besause mush gueno was adultersted. Ilen mmure, in s dr: stete,

was worth from £15. ¢o $45. per ton,
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Ashes and potash were oonsidered good fertilisers, even until 1.88!.9
Best results were obtained fro:n ashes on sandy soil, then on dry elays, and
least of «ll, on land ocontaining mueh lime, aes for exmmple, in rluron County.
Bones, bone mesal, and bone dust were used as fertiligers in Great Dritain as
earl; as 182:? their use as a manure wes disocussed in Canadian sgricultural
Journals ss eerly as 1052 Lime wes desoribed as an excellent fertiliger
by A. almeon, Stanley township, in a htt:; to the "Canade Farner"”, in 1867,

¥re George Voodriff, also of Hurom County, testified in a htta‘s'-
40 the firm of Daniel Lamb, Toronto, in 1866, to the good fertilizing properties
of superphosphate:

"I applied your artiole {bome superphosphate] to clover, but

not to the entire field, and c..s. the hay orop trebled whers 1t

was topedressed with your meanure. The rest of the field carried

but a poor orep.”
The richest deposits of phosphate of lime in Ontario were to be found in
the townships of Crosby and Elisebethtown (Leeds County), and iurzess (Leeds
snd Lansrk Countiss), es well as in the area sbout Kingston (Proutenss county”
Thousands of tons of phosphate were shipoed %o England, Seotlend, and Germany
in 181f This emount was greatly inoressed et about 1883, at which time
"the great guano beds of Peru and Chile (were] spproashing em!muntiont?' The
gonersl opinion of Huron farmers, who obtained chosphate from a concern in
Brookville, was that barnysrd manure was a superior fertilheﬂ

The use of plaster as a fertilizer in luren County is first mentioned
in 1877, when "A.P.8.", of Lucimow, was ndvilﬁ by the "Globe" to mix plaster
with bleask muek {rom swam ~lend, aend to spply it in the amount of 25 to 30
loade per acre. It was dnm:s by M. MoQuedo, of Egmondville, who wrote a
prize essgg on mamures in 1821, that on land which contained lime and sulphme
(for exmaple, the southern wad esstern portions of Huron), plaster would not

inprove the land, which alresdy eontained the elementa of plaster sufficiently
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for all practical purposes. On lighter asoil, towards the lake, however, it
might be used to alvantege., The market for plaster i: Ontario was oontrolled
by Nowvm Sgotia until at least 1898}

Most of the gypsumn whioh was used for fartilizing; in Turon County
omme from the mimes of Peris (Trant County), although mines at Caledonia and
Cayugea (Haldimend County), provided s amall mmount; mugh of the soil im
Huron eonteined some givsum, The cost of gypsum at Goderich was $6.,50 per
ton, including freight ehargog!

Selt.
The Salt Industrr. In 186G, rich salt mines were diloovergs by Ssmiel Platt,

near Goderieh and Glinten, in the geologioal ares known as the ‘mondage
tmtiusz.‘ Two years leter, eicht salt wells were under oomstructions two
of these, the "Hurom Well} and the "Viotoria Bell™, reacshed a depth of ane
thousand feet and ensountered strata of salt, fifteen to twenty feet thiog.‘
The rost prominent salt coneerns in Clinton were the ligGarve Jalt Vorks,
and the Stapleton Salt ¥Works, owned by Richerd snd Hu-h Ranceford.

Seaforth begren to susceed Goderich and Clinten in the salt=
namfegturing fleld during the early ‘seventies, owing to the eamparative
sbundence and ohespness of fuel a8 Seaforth, and to the shorter diast:-nge %o
market: the Seafarth "selt=bloecks" were in the imnediate visinity of the
Grand Trunk nam}f Three large concerns operated in Seaforth, st the
sune time, nmmely: the Seaforth Salt Works, owmed by Colemsn end Govmloogz
the Eelipse Salt Works, owned by Crey, Youmg, and Sparling; and the lMerchants'
Selt Compeny, mena ed by A, Amitagg? The oambined production of these three
eoneerns was one thoussnd barrels daily) one hundred and twonty-{ive men,
woricing on shifts, were employed,

A salt well was eonstrusted, after great diffioulty, by Joseph nﬂs

and Son hetween cmonbrog and Seaforth; the cspasity of this well was
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two hundred barrels per day. By 1872, several small towne had a salt well

or were planning ¢o build one, e.g. Blyth, liinghem, Ainsleyville, and iiitohell
(Perth County). During the swsmer of 1873, several buyers omie %o Goderish
fron Chieago, Milwaukee, -né other Auericsn oities, At this time, an English
and Cenadian oompeny, with & capital of ’130,000., purchased & farm south

of Goderieh for $6,000., with the intention of msnufasturln: selte The demand
for salt in the wostern states had inoressed 3o g -eutly that Lie thirteem
wells 4in operetion were not mble to asatisfy it. In Mareh, 1876, H.¥. Attrill,
of New York, sank a shaft eleven hundred feet deep, near .o.lerleh. Three
vears later, the richest salt bed Jooated in Cenada up to this time, wes
struck near Blyth, In Meroh, 1880, the Exeter Council disousied the advisability
of building = salteworks st Exeter, A well was drilled neer liencall in 1861,
whioh »enetrsted a salt bed thirty feet thicker than the one discovered at
Blyth two years befords During the early 'eighties, the sslt manufecturing
business began to d.oligg in Huron, owing to (1) the emmpetitiom offered by

a fow wealthier concerns, whieh edopted improved end more seonomical rethodss
and (2) the inception of the National Poliey of 1878, whioh was instrumental
in inereasing the nriee of Cansdien -.12? by plecing a higher tariff on
materials essentiel t¢ the manufuoture of salt (esge o0al), and by allowing
Foglish selt to enter duty-free. The saltwworks at Seaforth gradually lost
prestige, and decame obsolete; an axplosion destroyed the works ad Carron=
brouk (Dublim).

The discovery of salt proved to be extremely im .ortent in the
development of Huron County. The salt wells at Goderisch and Seafarth gave
oonsiderable impetus to pork-peoking and leke~shors {iehing; lerge shipments
of pork and fish were forwarded to the United Statea and to other poin%.



M inoentive was provided for %.5 local manufe. .turc of butter ui' cieese.

M both Tesrorti r nd Lublin, the selt industry was direotly rospomisible

for the ereotioc. of barrel and stave tutorieg? Salt wns used in killing
harmful weeds and insects, wit: bensficial rolultg(.5 The visits of Aneriemn
selt-bu -~rs $0 Goderish presased ai influx of Amerioan tourists and pleasure-
soekers, 8s early as 18735, from suo!: S o.nts as Hal$imore, “t. lLouls, Chioago,
New Orleans, and Ci cimnati, who were "delighted wit:. the tow: rnd the
surrounding, oou.ntry?Z The incresse in bhusliness an. tredo wiil. Anerioan
eities, resulting frcm the discovery of salt in the luron area, led to the

sppointiient or an Ameriean consul at Goderioh, in the early 'navmstlogg

Marieting of 8elt, In 1889, toderieh salt was 230ld at {1.30 ner harrel,

and Clinton salt et $1.,20 per btrroﬁ At first, the market for s-lt was a
loeal one. 1In 1871, Sarmel rlatt, attemotin; to ore~te a marl-et in Chleego,
des;fatched a sohooner laden with e full oargz? By 1873, Uoderieh was sending
several shipments of salt to chioavZ} to be used larpely in porke-pasking,

and buvers from othsr Merican oities bersn to arrive., !uoh salt was shipped
to Buffalo,

The ehief resson for the cormaratively small amount of salt rold
in Canade before 1880, for purposes of preserving meatas, was the prevealence
of a scum whiol* the salt was said to ~roduce on the suriace of the mmﬁ
Host of the salt sold in Cenada was for fertilising 'u—mosesy Auring three
months of 1880, Coleman and Govenlosk sold 67,000 tona for fersilizinr,

The cost of common refuse salt, in 1880, ranged from 32, to .50 er ton,
at the works of Goderioh, Clinton, e«forth, or Kino~rdine (Bruce COunty;f
the cost of ehipping salt from eny of these points to Toronto smounted to

P

$20, per car-load of twelve tons,
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Use of Selt as Fertiliser. In 1845, salt was discussed in sgrioultursl

78
journals as potentiel fertilizing meteriel, Uy 1889, this use of salt was

repidl - inoreasing in Enpland., Reiuse salt at the Goderich salt wells also
begsa to ‘e extensively applied, with good results, to worn=out 1de§ During
the susceedin: - ears, Buron manufacturers sold immense quantities of salt o
farnmers, who gredually learned "how useful it {was] for their lmd..'z In 1880,
great amounts of salt were tesmed from Seeforth for fertiliszing purpouzg
Salt had a henefiaial effect on the soil and on nll kinds of oropz?
I¢ purified the 501l and brought 1ts elements into activit-; it increace’ the
quantity of the straw of ~rain, brightened and stiffened ig? lessoned the
possibilities of rust, and brought ths erop in, eight de.s to two weeks
earlier; it csesused vegetebles end fruit to sssune deeper and richer colouriag,
Therever salt was epplied, 1t was found that the yleld of turnlps} mangolds,
earrots, and potatoogf was emtrsordinary, The prige turnips which were shown
&t the South Huron exhibition in 1875 had been top-dresaed with plaster of
Paris end salt, in the amount of one«half bushel of eech per mrgf In the
smer of 1879, John Rsneeford, Clinton, experimented with salt, spplying one
and one~half tons per =eres he discovered thet thistles were destro.ed, and
that rrass remained unhnmo” Thones . Hayes, ¥aKillop, «after having spplied
salt, was enadbled to thin his turnips one week earlier, and thereby to frustrate
somewhet the ravages of the t~,msp-n§f By 1882, salt was very largely used
in Huron Ceunty for greain end root-erope; in most of the townships, fifty
por cent,, and in two tomnships (Fullett and Tuakersmith) eishty per oent. of
the farmers used salt or plnta.'f The quantity of salt applied per scre
veried between two hundred end four hundred pounds,
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DRAINAGE.

The extent to whieh drainage was preactised on a farm was a wvalusble
indication of the inereasing valus of land and the inoressing importsnse of
ospital, as well as of the general »rogresa of egrioculture, The effests of
drainage inoluded: (1) it dried the s0il; (2) it inoreased the fertility of
the soll, by ellowing air te oireulate more freely in 1t) (3) 1t warmed the
soil: deep dresinage tends to equalige the temperature of the esrth; (4) it
added to the lempth of the growing sesson: e.g., 1t helped to prenare the
land for growth; (5) drainege resulted in senitary improvement in the distriet
ﬁ which it was carried ouzz (68) it overeame difficulties cocossions: by drought)
(7) arainece enabled manuring to be of benefiocial rather than hmrmful use:
iy, Allan, of Goderieh, olaimed that menure, on undrained low land, produced
puzt in wheat, and rot and mildew in mu»:?

The wvalue of drainage to a farm depended much upon the eapabllity
of the soll and its marketable value., Go0od soils, which were dmmp, repaid
expenditure for dreinage much more rapidly than moderats or )oor soils in e
similar omditiog In s d1lstriet sugh as Huron County, where annsidersble
demp land, swamps, “elay<bottomed" soil, and severe “hunderws*orms preveiled,
beneficinl results were almost certain o follow the adoption of systems
of bdntggg

In the esrly days of the settlenent of the Tract, drainage hed, for
the most part, been left to nature, One reascn for this procedure wns the
fect that the ineoming piomeers usually seleoted dry sites for their hames
ad fieldsj) later settlers had to oontent themselves with farms whish were
not es well loocated. Other reasons were a leck of knowledge of proper nethods
of underdraining, snd e deerth of suitsble and econoniocal equipment for
building drains. Instrueticns for underdraining sppesred in egriocultural

) 8
Journels ss early as 1845,
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The cos: of draining depended upon (1) the extent o the plems on
whieh it wes undertaken) (2) the material used; (3) matursl facilities in the
naighbourhood whieh the fermer night use to ndmtagg? &t first, vhersver draing
were budlt in Huron, sodar, hemloock, and pine wood, and later, atones, were
uuz In 18“,. the use of Seragg's tile meohine, mmmfactured in I'ngland,
was adopbed in Geneve, New York; the machine itself sost 3260, and produced
three thousand twoeinoh tilers daily, thereby reducing t!'e cos‘ from $2B. to
9. per thounn:f By means of th4s type of machine, and simllar :odels
imported from the United States, Upper Canediana were enabled to nmnufecture
their own tiles, at one=half the surrent Azeriomn urices. In 1861, the

[ following priees preveiled in Upper Caneda, per thousend tiles: 1} ineh tiless
$4,503 2 ineh tiles: $5.3 3 inoh tiles: $#10; 4 inoh tiless {15.;3 5 inch tiless
$30.3 6 inch tiles: 883? The first Canadisnemade drainetile machines were
mamifastured at Toronte, in 1862, by the St. Lawrenge medroe One year
leter, "Chase's ’‘merioan Tile Ditoher” was being constructed at Oshm:," and

[ by 1869 & firm at Aylmr was produesing d!.tohing muhines, which were also
extensively used in sude~soiling and rnd-graﬁlng

Mesnwhile, Huron fammers noted the advantages whioh tile had over
wood and stone, In a lmxg 4o the "Canada Fearmer", Jsmes Torranse, Goderich,
urged the establisiment of €ileeworks in the warious om:ﬂ;:in, in order to
esaist fermers to build drains. "I know of several farmers”, he wrote, "whe
have been sble to sow little, due to the damp, flooded conditions of the land,"
In Ogtober of the same year, a Hay farmer also wrote a lot!g%, nointing eut
that the lend wes 30 damp that farmmers looked forward to winter, when the
gwound would be frogen over; if a tile-meker satablished a business in Hay
tomnship, the writer intimated, his success would be sssured. In 1866,

102
Professor George Buckland spent a week in Buron County, snd noted the progress
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of drainage there, and the fact that the mamufesture of drain-tiles had deen
sucsessfully berun at Earpurheys
"Mush of this 4istrict would be greatly improved by Jjudioious
draining, sad it is plessing ¢to observe that this imrortent nmesns
of smeliorating the soil ia bde-inning to atiract the attention of
RaBY farners ..... The specimens [of tile)] that ownme under my
observation were well made, and durnt from s whits el thnt shounds
in the neighbdourhood, 1 ipes of two inshes diswter and thirteen
inshes long oan dbe purchased ¢.... for the moder-~te ciarge of
eight dollars a thousend,”
In November, 1876, 3.3. .male, Wroxeter, wrote an essay on drainsge whish
103
was published by the ntario Agriocultural Assoeiantion,
By 1871, David Darvill, Landon, was msnufesturing a drain~tile
104
machine with a daily produstive espscity of from five to twenty thousand tiles.
Inexpensive drainage systema.now appeared to be within the reash of overy
fagmer, 7The National Polisy teriff's imposition of a tex o twenty per ceat.
106
on the cost of drein tiles, however, resulted in a reversion to wood, atome,
: 106
end brick as materials for the construetion of drains. There were numerous
cedar swarps and stones in nany sesctions of Hurem, so the farmer did not leek
naterials with whieh to repluge expensive 4tile, In 1881, a brick nashine
was set up at Woodstoek (Oxford Ceunmty), whioh produced 12,000 dricks in
ten hours, or 750,000 briocks mumially, st a cost of from five to eight dollars
per thouamd, FProfessor Bucklend did not oonsider brick draing to be as
107
durable s tile drains, however,

108
In 1880, My, Jemes Dickson, Tuokersmith, made the following stetement

eonserning drainage in Iwon, to the iAgricultural Commissions

*I have used both tile and hemlosk drains, I have one large
drain nade out of hamlosk nlank a foot in width, which has been
used for fifteen yeers, and will stand den ye-rs yet. Latterly,

1 have besn draining entirely with one end a quarter, end one end a
half ineh plankj I usually make my draing with two sides and the
top, and merely out strips ecross the bottom %o keep the cides in
plese., The most econamieal depth for drainage is, I think, three
fest, My drainsge has produced excellent resultsjy the wet lsnd
whish has bdeen drained is the finest on the fam. Ceo’er drainas,
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1 think, will last lenger than sny other wooden drain,
There are ocngidersble quantities of land in my district
that ougnt to be drained.”

Legislation conserning draeinege wrs eatlier somty in Interio,
prior te 16886, exoept for the passn-e of four or iive acts w.ich somewhat
aneliorated eonditions. In 1858, the Munieipal Inatitutions Aot ». Upper
CInm ensoted that the majority of resident omners of land mignt petition
the tomship counells ¢o drain e seotion of landj the counoils nirht meke
provisiaon for such drainsce by collesting = proportionate payment from the
ommers. The rovernment, however, did not offer to grant eid to private
individuals in drainings their own lmdli? By the Ontario Drainsge ‘st, 10&%%
e srount not excesding §200,000. might be expended by the foverrment in
draining everm and flooded lands, under the supervision of the Comissioner
of Agriculturs and ublie Vorks. The government reimbursed iteslf for the
cost of drainage by impesins en snnuel rent cherge for twenty-two years on
the Tand so improved. The former eot left the work of drainere to loeal
effort snd to loeal superintendence, chiefly; the latte: ast ceriralised
everything in th» provinelal rovernment, and “left nothing for the parties
oonserndd ut to pay the amount whioch the suthorities might say was dule.“

It was extremely difficult for farmers to undertake drainage,
begsuse they eoculd not afford to pay high rates of interest; ioreover,
this phase of ferm improvement would not bring profitable returns until
nunber of years had elapsed, In 1871, the "Globe" outlined & plen whereby
the government would set aside a losn fund for farmurs who could not afford
%o borrow money from business firms, which demanded from ei it to ten per ocent.
mngf In 1872, a sohame whioh met with the "Globe's" spproval was
sdvansed by a govermment offioi&f By this proposal, the overnment was %o

be permitte’ to purchase munieipal debentures, not in excess of $20,000., for
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any one mmieipality, and to eharge five per oent. interest.

In March, 1073, two acts relating to drailnpge were passed in the
Ontario legislsture: (1) the Ontario Drainage M])%? which suthorized "further
expenditure of pullliec money for drainace works”; and (2) tho mnioipal Drainspge
Ald hltlf whieh suthorigsed "the investiment of certain monies 11 debentures
to be issued for the construotion of drainage works by runioipalities.”

By the seeond sot, munieipsl eo.neils might reseive petitions for draining

a particular ares, might borrow funds on the eredit o. the municipality, md
might determine the emount owners of benefitted lands should be required $o
pay. A later 2: in the same year empowered municipal cocuncila to pass by-lews
for the eonstrustion or improvement of drains, sewers, or watersourses within
the jurisdioction of the oouncﬂ?

The Dominien Grange sought to assist farmers who wore in financial
straits during the depression of the 'seventies, and advooated a -lan by which
Ontario farmers might secure money to drsin their llngi'? The Grenge appointed
a eormittes which approsshed the goverrmemt on this matter. Jocordingly,
in 1878, the Ontario Tile Drsainage lﬁ% was passed, by whish munioipalities
might borrow from the government on twenty years' debentures suns ranring
from $2000, to $10,000,, to 7e loaned for purposes of tile draining,

By an 102% passed in the following year, benefits were extended to
persons desirous of oonstructing stone or timber drains. These aots (1878-79)
did not have an imnediate noticesble effect on the improvement of drainere,
however, and during the nemt few yoars, only a snal)l number of 10&11'15 were
eantracted by the munioipalities., The beneficlal results oi thie loglo).ntﬁl'x
did not beeome aepparent until the middle 'eightiesa. The goneral opinion in
soveral seotions of Huron County was that these losas involved too mueh
“red tape.” Consequently, meny Hupon farmers preferred to contrast rivate

losns, even at a higher rate of interest, and it was not unoammon for several



Hurcnites to mortgege their farms 1n order to obtain mone; for purposes of
drainné%.‘

Surveys of swamp lands were condueted in Grey townsiin, in February
and April, 1870, rreparatory to improvemsnt, but -overnment loans were not
fortheaming until 1878, S5imilar surveys wers made in Hyy, from July ¢o
September, 1370, but ilay d4id not receive governmental assistaice until IB%E?
In June, 1870, the Ste hen towns!i> eouncil evidenced its desire to obtain
government assistance in a general scheme of drainage, but nothing reoultﬁf
In MAugust, 1875, the farmers about Seaforth petitionad the town oounoil to
improve the waste lands around Silver Creek, by draining the channel of the
on%g agein,nothing eppears to have resulted lrom this petition. In 1878,
also, @ drain was dug neer Zurich, with the assistanoe of povernmemt losns
totalling $3400. By 1876, the “enefits of this drainage beoams evident, and
the Zurish Couneil be an to take steps to drain "the dig mal'llxx:!e Between
1878 «nd 1882, mm“.-§ borrowed eight loamns from the governmont, totalling
more then $10,000,, for drsinsge improvements, Howick also nerotiated two
loans, smounting to $4000., in 1878 and 1880, In Descember, 1881, the West
Vewenosh Counsil eontrected for the oonstruction of & large drain throuch
barren land, from the sixth conocession of the township to Codlborne, at a
sost of $3000.) this drein was to be nearly five miles long, five feet deep,
oight feet wide at the top, mnd three feet wide at the bottgt? In order to
nake this projeet possible,'.eat Wewsnosh borrowed ,.3434. from the government,
A study of the secompanying teble (paze 164) will indieate tha: five townships
in Buron Ceunty negotiated, during the period 1876 to 1883, fifteen loans,
totalling more then 325,0383 Yet a greater number of farmers, individually,
adopted drainsge in the townships of Goderiech and Colborne, fram 1878 to

132
1880, The farmers referred to derl with private asoncerns rathor than with

the government, partly becauss of the "red tape" involved in negotia- ions

1568,



Table re Drainere in Huron Countys (Vid. Sessional Papers,

vel. XvVI, Part VIIl, 1884, No. 102, pp. 4=7).

Township Mount Date of Terms of Amount Anount
Berrowed Loan raynent Paid Unpaid
Grey $1500,00 Aug. 9 1 to 16 yrs. $ 670,00 $1430,00
" 1100,00 Oet. 1/83 1 to 11 yrs. - 1600, 00
Hay 2000,00 Jan, 1/76 1 to 10 yrs. 2340,00 210,00
" 1400,00 Dec. 178 1 to 7 yre. 1680, 00 -—
Howiok 1477.20 MNay. 1/78 1 to 14 yrs. 863,16 1246, 94
" 264,90 May, 1/80 1 ¢o 15 yrs. 1190, 70 26541,00
y
Turnberry 600,00 Jen.21/78 3 to 15 yrs. 376400 510,00
" 3818,00 Feb,15/79 1 to 15 yrs. 2067.00 3302,00
" 16656,00 Mar.14/78 1 %o 16 yrs. 802,00 1539, 60
" 411,00 Feb.18/7% 4 to 15 yra. 292, 20 322,00
" 1369,00 dJan. 1/75 8 to 16 yrs. 723.76 1238, 60
" 966,00 mg. 979 2 to 15 yra. 483,38 B6G, 26
. 628,00 Mug. 9/79 2 to 15 yrs. 324400 649,30
" 1157,00 Apr.26/82 1 to 13 yrs. 66,00 1531.06
W, Wawanosh 3434,00 Oot. 1/82 1 to 10 yrs. 884433 3371, 52

1é4.
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for povernment loans, pertly as a result of bitterness at the ineorease of
twenty per. eent. tax on drnin tilea. One of the most important drainece
projeots in luron County was underteken during the 'eighties, when a canal
was out through the sand=hills at the "Orand Bend" of the .able Kiver, in
order to permit the river to enter the lake at tha. pointj the whole area

was benefitted mm.iﬁ

LA™Y L,

The inore-sed manufecture of sgricultural machinery owed itself,
in part, to the soarcity of farmelabourers which becare apperent in the late
'sixties and 'seventies. This soareity was oaused by: (1) tho oneningeup of
new lands; (2) the demands of the lumbering industry; (3) the construction
of mho«&ﬁ (¢) the growth of industrial plants and faotories: the day of
sicdlled labour was approashing, and, moreover, it was elaimed, the government's
policy of "protestion” directed all msnual lebour into the hands of the
mmafacture}g (8) the growth of the livestoek industries in the older settled
areasy (6) farmers were socused of working their servents to the last
extremity, with long hours, low weages, snd 1little time for rest and reorestion:
aa idea of the ttringegg of measures consernin; farn labour may be guined
from the fa~t that two young labourers who quit the employment of Ly A. Watt,
Hullett, in Auguwst, 1878, were fined more than $15, on%gz (7) the attraction
of young pers-ns to the professionsl and som <relal fields.

The opening=up of new arsas by the railroads was followed by
inoreased demanda for labour snd capital, whioh im twrn stimulated industry
and immigretion., The cost of transporting sgrisultural nroduots end potential
farm=labourers deeressed after 1858, owing to the lowerings of stesmship rates,
maod"l'); (1) the grant of government subsidies to stesuship campenies; (2) faster

ooean orossings: in 1873, the time necessary to oross the Atlmutic was less
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then two weeks; (3) healthler sonditions eboard ship; (4) sn inoressed number
of hmigran%’! The overnment wss severoly oriticised for pureuiny en
"unemlightensd policy”™ of immigration during the 'sixties. 1 oonsiderable
mmber of immigrants gontinued on to the western stntes, attracted by the
Mericen Homestead Aot and the report of huge wheat harvests; these immigrants
were accorpenied by ineressin  numbers of young Ont-ria}l:?

In 1860, the ususl rate of wages for fermelidourers, per month, was
ss foliows: for summer, §12. to $14.3 for winter, 37. to 310.; and for the
whole vear, 210, to $12. Duily labourers received 50 cts. to "1., during the
guwmer, end 50 ets., in winterj expert orsdlers earned 31,25 per day. All these
wages were in addition to boul'ﬂ Merried men topether wit: their families
eould Ye hired anmually at #8. per month, wages gensrally 'ein- in the form
of px-oduw In Lambton County, duding the 'eixties, a general sorvent girl's
wages smounted to #5, or $6. per month; & housemald or "second girl" received
%4, or 5.3 and e washewonan was peld 76 sts. per dxa:', The "let*sr of instruete
ions” 1szued tc emipgrant scents abroed (dated Quetec, ‘*pril, 1862), stated
thats "Skilled a(gri‘cultunl lgbourers can always find ready employment, and
fenmele domestio servante ere always sure of good wares and certain éuploymnt."

In 1870, there wes » moderste d;rnand for ladbour in soms of the Huron
townships, as follows: the number of lebourers vho could expeot to find
permanent expleyment west Goderiok 20, Tuskersmith 50, Grey 18; the number
who eould expeot seasonal employment wsa: Godayioh 20, Orey 15, Stephen 203
the number of femsle servente needed was: Goderioh 20, Tuokeranmith 50, CGrey
203 35 meohmnies were required in Goderich townah}g’ In 1871, there wes
spparent in severel narts of Ontario "a general disposition on the part of
youth to sbandon farming end overcrowd the learned professions end camereial

1
moatiemﬁ This trend was first noted in the neighbourhood of Clinten
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at about liay, 18761 stores, schools, workeshops, and agenoles were draining
the frms of youny ngf Labourers were so searce in liuron that harvest wages
rose to $1,Y6 per di;..? By July, 1877, §26. per month was beinr paid to farm
labourers in several seotion:s of Ilur%g? In November, 1878, it was claimed
that farm wares had not fellen in proportion to the price of produse, and
further, that $3.78 had the same purshasing power, in 1878, as had 510.
fifteen years prwioun{;? In 1880, farm lebourers were in demsnd in Huron
for eizht months of the year, at $16. to §17, per month, md Loards female
servants were in oconstant demand, et $6. to :G. per month, end Loards there
was no demand for meehaniocs op clerl%g? Huron farmers generally preferred an
"old country men {t0] s native Canadian ..... for real, stesdy woﬁ%?* After
1870, auggouti%g! were advanced for the improvement of eonditions of farm labour:
(1) working hours should be improved snd regulated, allowiny time for recreation)
(8) farmers should build eottagea 0n their farms, and hire merried mens (3) wages
should be inorersed.
During the early years of settlement in the Huron Tract, the self-
suffioing "femily farm" was everywhere in ewidense. At sbout 1860, there was
e return to this condition, in numerous parts of the rovince, although Huron
County was not sinmilerly aeffecte” until a desade later. Mm irportant resson
for this "return” was the attitude towards farm labour, expressed tﬁﬁ in 18763
"Farm labour for hire is in Cenada only a transient evooation,
there being .eeee¢ 10 larze body of men who expeot to devote their
lives to working for wa:res, as every heslthy and sober man oan
easily become a land=holder.”
Another reason wuas the widening of the social sphere in whioh the farmer
“moved end hed his belng." The position of emeh member of the fenily had
altered visibly sinse the pioneer dsys, especlally with respect to the feminine
members of the households And although the family ferm, in 1880, appeared to
be, struoturally, but a sounterpart of the pioneer family settlement, yet its

foundations were erected on a higher plane.
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Chapter VII: The Propress of t.e Farm, 18560-1880. (iarc II)
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CHAPTER VIIX

The Cultivation of Crops.

While the Huron farmer wes enlarpging his sooial sphere, and while
the PMuron farm was undergoing a oomplete metanorphosis in its various aspeots,
developments were sonstently tsking plsce in other fields, namely, the
sultivation of orops, fruitegrowing and refarestation, astockeraising,
deirying end marketing., One might well apply Herbert Spencer's famous
diotum eoncerning life to the farm, and submit that the farm also proceeds
*"fram hanogeneity to heterogeneity, from the simple to the somplex,™ Whereas,
in pioneer days, the Duron fermer's setivities revolved within a small orbis,
by the latter half of the nineteenth eentury, this orbit had widened immensely.
Speoialigetion wes tried md was found wanting, by &« majority of farmers,
who begen ¢0 resort to a sysiem of mixed ferming.

Esck phase of mixed farming ruet be studied in its individual entirety,
in order to be elearly understood, yet these phases, it muat be renembered,
developed in s soewhat parallel fashion, The growth of roote-orops had a
profound influenee upon stook=raising; reforestation affected wheat-growing;
dairying gave an impetus to hor=ra.sing; and the advent of streeterailways
esused & revolutionary ochan;e iu hLorse-breeding, There were sinister
influenses et work, toos swindling salesmen preyed on the fermer, while the
midge and the potato bug preyed on his orops. All these forces, both good
and evil, acntributed to orsats thae environment in which tl.o Iuron farm

grow end natured, like s living organism,

During the ?seventies, many Muron farmers were turning their sttention

inoressingly to mixed famming, beesuss, where one bransh of arriculture might
be umroductive, others might be successful. The o, inlos of mumerous Burenites

were voieed by Hugh Love, 8r., in the r-por‘ of the louth Huron Agricultural
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Soelety for 18744
"Let us cultivate every iaterest and ne lect none. Thus
secure frem failures an sudden financlial orises, ti.c sounty of

Huron may soon bheoocne geleliraved tiwroughout the Voinion for

fine far-s, r;00d stook, intelligent and wenlthy fermers.”

A study of the acoom.anying tailes (... 185-188) will he useful
in indioati g the developnent a .d extent of the cul:ivatin of variuus orops,
from 1850 teo 1880, The salient features o' thess tables might he eaid to
be the importanse of wheat and *he enormous emtent of its oultivation, and
the gradual ineres=se in the nrodustion of sush orops as oats, barley, peas,
notatoes, turnips, and other root orops. Prastioally every township in the
esunty was well adapted for mixed farmi r, by 1830,

In 1842, out of 240,000 sores of osounied land in the !luron Aistrioct
(exeluding Bruee mnﬁyf. 24,000 acres were cultivated; G,000 of ti ese acres
lay in Goderioh immuhip.8 The aversge yleld of arovns in the i‘uron Irmet for
the period 1840 ¢e 1850 was as follows: whent, 26 bus.} oats, 40 bus.) dbarley,
30 buses rye, 30 bus.; potatoss, 260 bist The township sorcage of Hurom
County in 1880 was more than 700,000 the cleared acresze was 440,338, of
whieh 15 per eent. was devoted to pastursge, 1 per sent, to orchards, 900
aores t0 flax oculture, and 62 per ocent. was free fron Jtumpsj of the stumps
remaining, only a small percentare was pine, Of the cleared acrerre, the
amounts devoted to partioular orops, and the yield per acre in each instanee,
were as ronang fall wheat, 13X, 20 bus.) spring wheat, 123%, 11 dus.;
oats, 13X, 36 bus.s darley, 8%, 23 bus.j rye, 20 acres in Coderich, 12 bus.;
peas, 43X, 16 bus.y eorn, limited cultivetion, 35 bua.j buckwheat, limited
sultivetion, 30 hus,j petatoes, 1%, 150 bus,3; turnips, 2 ., 450 bues.3 other

roet crops, nearly 1%, 680 bus.; hay, 113X, 1% tons.
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The orops growm in Huron Coumty may be ;rouped under four hesdings:
(1) Orainss wheet, osts, barley, rye, eorn, eto.s (2) loot oropss potatoes,

turnips, mengolds, sugar<beets, eto.p (3) Green (or ls uminous) orops: peas,
beans, timothy, elever, aslsike, orehard grass, etoe.; (4) llgoellanscus: sorgum,

tebeoeo, hemp, flax,
GRATNS,
¥heats The importense of the réle shared by wheat in the agrioultural end
. economic development of Ganada ssnnot he minimiseds the wheat situation oame
#0 be oonsidered "the best index of econcmie vnl).--boinp;.9 For decades wheat
was regasrded as the most imoortent single farm enterprise, chlefly Lecause of
its "cash return” value: it was the ideal "frontier” product, During 1840-42,
for example, wheat was prestioally the only orop whioch bLrought the Canadian
farmer snything spprosching s remunerative pﬂooz Wheat was indeed, wrote
an obme in the middle 'farties, "the emnly erop upon which the farmer
{osleulated] as e means ef bringing in ossh eceees & farm inompable of produsing
esece grein, is almost velueless,"” The svers e prioce of fall wheat, at Toronte,
fyaon 1832 to 1847, was spproximatel; 4se 6ds per bushel; the avers: e price of
spring wheat was 6d. less per buohol? There were other ressouns, however, for
the predeominant nosition given to wheategrowing; (1) the productive area
eould be (and was) readily extended; (2) the grein was net too expensive to
produce; (3) it was a lasy system of farming == it became almost an agrisulturel
habit, == and was therefore accented b the majority; (4) the produsct hed
always been in demand,

The eultivation of wheat alone brought with it several evile as
well as benefits, e.g. soil uhnultu%? whieh besame evident in most of the
older settled counties in 1868+83) a veritable traln of entomolorical and
fungous mh}} & neglest of other erops and a resultant state of apricultural

spathys snd, sonversely, too mush dependence upon the success or fallure of
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one orope The suscess of wheat predustion hinged upon several faotors, any
one of which would have been (and was) eufficlient to throw the whole arrioultural
set=up out of gesr, during the 'fifties and 'sixties, ome of these fastors
inesluded: (1) economioc fluctuations brought ahbout by wars, famines, and orep
fallures; (2) netural szecles: (a) e'anges in elimate: 11:-lit, frost, hest,
raing (b) depredations of inseots, funpl, eta.; (3) the nrorress and prectiee
of selientifie methods of cultivaetion: erop rotations, fertisers, drainasye,

end mashinery; (4) relatively low-priced lend: the diffieulty in this respect
is that lend values rise in provortion to the incresse in pepulation in a
given ares, and to the resultant ineressed demands for lendj (6) the more
nmrnl;lo preduction of wheat in other areas, i.e. the campetitive element:
the develorment of whestegrowing in western Canada in later years was to stress
the signifiesnce of this feotor; (6) the eomparative returns from new orops,
¢z flax, root orops, barley, etc., It is quite apparent theat the msximum
point of whe=t produetion is eventuslly resehed, at whioh time it 4is deemed
expediont and more profitable to turn to other agrisultural enterprises

sush as frult-groming, stock-raising, or dairving,.

s early es 1862, farmers in Upper Canadm wers bepinning to ponder
about the feasidility of sowimg ot er ereops in mddition to vhoa%f but the
fermers continued to sow “whest and more wheat" throu -homt the 'fifties and
'UMMH The inoresse in wheat produection in Upper Canada fyam 1842 to 1860
1e revealed by the following statistios! in 1842, 3,221,991 bushels; in 1848,
7,668,773 bushelss in 1851, 12,674,603 bushelss and in 1860, 24,620,426 bushels.
It is notewothy that more than eme=quarter of th: total aorea e under sultivation
in the Hurem distriet in 1881, was sowm in whony.s

Until 1865=56, the largest quantity of wheat exported from Huron,
in eny ono yesr, was less than 3,000 bushelse During 1866 and 1866, more

wheat was sown then ever before, and 100,000 bushels, principally the growth
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ef S%enley and Tuekersmith, were shipped fro- the villa o of iin 1‘3e1i§ It wes
estimated that a similer quantit wes ready for exnort 1. the remel:dng
towiships. The expansion in whest-growing at this time may Le trmoed to
external forees, whioh insressed the demend exceedingly. In 1853, the discovery
of gold in Celifornis end Auntrnli};' end in 1884 the oro» fallures in the
Ualted Stetea end Burepe saused the price of wheat to rise to 7s. per bushel,
Reoipreeity with the United States brought incrensed markets, end furnished
an insentive to the epeninyz«ip of new arecas,

During, 1866-66, while the Crimean Viar was in nropress, the prioce
of wheet rocached & high mark of lls, 3d. In 1856, Canadisn wheet exports
inoressed nearly 46X over those of 1856, The vears 1868«i9 were lesn vears,
and were rFesponsidle for maintaining the price of whert at well over the
dellar mark, In 1688, no rain fell ‘etween June 23 and Aupust 1ll, and there
was sl dlstresa in several parts of Huren and in m}:} as well as throurhout
the provinee, The fallure of orops that vear was a fnotor in the promotion
of t e Galt=Cayley trriff of 185;! Frem 1860 to 1884, whnat crons and markets
were mediocere; the ’meriesn Civil Viar did not bring as pre~t a demand for
Canadien wheat as had boen expested, because the North .roduoced consideradle
guantities during the struggle. In 1864, more fall whert was sown in the
eusiern and gseuthern sections of Huron then had been planted in several yearass
nearly every farmer in the ocounty sowed from five to twenty mores of fall vdwni.?
The grain erop in Cansds Vest in 18656 was not generally heavy, except in the
ares west of Stratford, hut the erop of 1866 was exoellent, There was an astive
demand in England for beth fall and spring wheat, in Hichiran for fall wheat,
snd in the maritinmes and the United States generally for spring whna'

The enormous produetion of whest in the western part of the rrovince,
tegether with the expansion of the MIn-e resulted in the inereased growth
of Mﬁ in that evea, 7The slearing of forests wns Neld respomsidle for
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the dissppearanse of stresms and the imeressing difficulties of the lesuver
millee ¥ith reletively small reqirements of power and oapital, mills tended
t0 follow settlement; eonsiderable skill mi-rated fram the United States.
Stemn piradually repleced waterepower, in several instances, by leﬁzt
‘ The abrogetion of reciproeit .  in 1866, a 4 orop failures in warious
tmtinm of the United States semt wheat prices soaring in Roronto: fell wheat
| sald at from 90 ets. to §1,56 per bushel, snd spring wheat at fram 80 ots.
to .16, Prices kept adveneing to sush an extent that it was deemed profiteble
t0 impert wheat from Mﬂnukoﬁ In 1870, ths whe ¢ market indloated an inorease
in prices, whioh was harmonious with a‘goncral rise in world prioces, owing te
"railroad building in the United Stetes, Central Purope, and luas:la, the
opening of the Sues Canal, and the Franco-Prussian war,"” and did not begin
%o receds in any merked degres wntil 1878
There were signifiocant developments which accompsnied wheateprowing
during the 'sixties and *seventiess The first was the importeance ;radually
sooorded %0 fell whest, During the 'sixties, spring wheat had heen of prime
importenes in Upper cu-ﬂz: and turon County, but before 1880 it was diaplasced
by fall whest. DPisastreus failures of spring whest led farmers to plant more
fall whest, for exsanle, in 18791 the result was a fine orop of fall vtxug
In 1880, about 4,800 ecres of fall whest were sown in Goderieh tomship, an
insrease over former :/w£? The damege wrought by the midge, especially
in 1863 - 64, was hrgoiy responsible for the displasement of spring whoaf
The depredations of this and other ingeet pests were hailed by some fwrmers
as "dlessings in disguise”, for, partly heocsuse of them, farrers were forced
to edopt nmined hmbandr;‘r! With the ineresse of wheat-; rowilng in the western
secstion of the prevines, Goderioh became ane of the most importent points on
the Greet Lekes for the trans-ehipment of grain, The first grain elevator
there was built in 1860 by the Buffalo end Lake Huron Rallway, to handle grain
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frar the lehomoréf But es small villages arose in the iiteriar, following
the construoction of rallways, Goderioh declined as a wheat=bu iy oontrg? and
1ts plese wes takea by Clintem, and latcr, ! Seaforthe * fourth development
was the attention whioch was beins direocted incremsincly toward o her crops,
Gefeps fOra e creps, barley, and flax. In 186¢, it was ata i that "the fallure
of the wheat erop has shown the folly of pursuilng the cultivatiom of a single
kind of orop, and relying upon it az the staple agriocultural preduction of
the oountryf. A later o‘.-aerv” nointed sigznificantly to "the disposition
manifested by whert-growers to derend less on that sin: le and not always certsin
erop,”

Along the border of Lake ilurom was an extrermely fertile spring
whestegrowing telt. 7y 1867, suoch spring warieties as Fife, Soule's, reihl.
end Treadwell sppesred to ! e favourites in Ontario; by the early ‘seventies,
at least, Fife, Cludb, and Red ¥heat (slso spring) were heing prown in mrol’l.‘
In 1874, in South Huron, Fife did not yield as well as in forwer years; Club
turned out well, but wes liable to rust; and Red Thenrt, while ieldlng well,
broi- ¢t from 26 etss to 30 ets. per dushel less than Fife or Club, By 1875,
Red vhaff wheat was beccoming increasingly vopuler in 'uron: it produced 395
pounds of flour per bushel for Jeames Landesbore of 'ruckern-ﬂdz In Varch,
1878, a leAt3s written by ™.B." of Brussels, to the "Globe”, indicsted that
Red Chaff (or Farrow) whert was rapidly degeneratin; in that distriot; informe
stion was sought eoncerning the growing qualities of Manltoln !.-1d spring
whert, whioh wes "selling around here for 32,60 per tushel.,” The response
was thet this wheet wac properly Pife, ss there was as yet no orijginal
Yanitoba wheat,

In 1877, Frank Gowveml ook, of MoKillop, exhibited a splondid sample

of Clewson wheet, whioh had ylelded £ifty 'ushels per aor!’? A rear later,
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Joh:: Ranceford, a farier near Clinton, revealed that he had been experimenting
with Golden Dyop 'boae? In April, 1879, Joseph Harvey, Brueefield, sent to
the "Flobe" some samples of wheet of wilo:: he wished to learn the identity;
they proved to be Arnsutka, Riee, or Wild-goose vho».& Robert Brook praistz
Arneutka wheai, in tie Huron "Expositor", one manth iater:

"I this spring purohased sixteen bushels of this now celebrated
Arneutka wheet for spring sowing. Seeing in yow: paper a letter
fror '.-s Jmes Pringle t. ozt tkhis wheat would not neke good flour,

I experimented, however, The flour turned out to be excellent."

In 1879, also, fall wheat of the Seott variety, measurins twenty incies in
height, was growm by a farmer in Stmloj‘r?

The aversge yleld {n Onterio in 1880 for spring wheat wee twelve
bushels per esere, and for fall whesat, tvwenty Lughels per ncrtf Yot Muron farmers
eften ressived grester ret:rns than these. The evidend of Me. Dickson before the
Agrisultural Commission eoncerning whest in Tuskersmith is very enmlipghteniug:

"We grow both spring and fall wheat; but 1 ly there
hes been more fall whe:t raised than spring wheat,” The spring
wheet has failec from e variety of ca.ses, such as blight, midge,
and so ferth. The fall wheat has done exceedingly well for the
last 2 or 3 yeers, and thie year (1880] a very large seresge of
it has been sown in the county of Muron, I omnnot give the rerson
why fall whenat is more preductive and a surer oron now than it
wes a few ysers ago, The varieties of spring wheat prown now
are prineipally the Lost Netion, which some people call the Vhite
Rugsisn, snd the White Fyfe .scv.¢ Last yoar nmy Lost Netion wheat
orop was injured a good deal dy the midie. Yot it ylolded 233
bushels to the acre of olean seed wheat, a.l of which was sold
to the fermers. My “hite Fyfe last year 4id not yleld more thmm
17 bushels t> the aore of cleen seed wheat ,.... Doth sorts
were grown after a turnip ero: on clean rich soil, About 3 yeers
ago, we used to raise from 28 to 33 bushels per sore of tle Red
Chaff spring wheat on such land; but wo omu't ralee it now seeeee

We generally sew (f21) whest] on lend whish hes been some
time in pasture, We plough i the spring, sometimes as lafe as
June, work it well with the cultivator or the gang plough during
the sumrer, and then supply m&mure ..... I think fall wheat stends
the winter dest by being sown with a tube drill; the seed is at a
grester snd more uniform depth, snd iz not so likely to be injured
by the froste A smmaller quantity of seed will do with the seed
drill than when sown broadoast,”
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Between 1878 end 1800, the shief veristies of fall wheat sown in
Bon were Tresdwsll, Clewsoll and 500tt, each of wilch avern;ed Wwaty-five
bushels per aore, Spring wheet was s partial fallure, leldin amly eight
btughels per acre; the chief warietiss wire Fife and Redere The oost of
mohgm.motm(lwmaorfdl)mzhméomtyinm)Omwm
$14.0¢, or $2.70 more than the average of the figures su mitted 'y (ntario
farmers to the Agriculturel Camtssiel) In 1882, lerge srovs of grein in
Creat “witein, and in Durope generally, end an inereessd supply from Indie,
mmﬂ:hfc.h.ltuinthowimofbm"ﬂe An inoresse in
“hoavy orope insluding eeresls and Foots .cecee in Canada” served G0 offoet
the effests of thlg desline.

The expansion of the livesteck sad the dair-ing industries &uring
the ‘gixtiss and ‘seventies, together with the resultant domnd: Cor pasture
um,armmw.mmmmmmmmby
peesesiteting an increald 1n the eultivatian of grains, maive, ha:, end roots,
0 the detrinent of wheat, In 1875, faurmers were urged to plent oarn, Nmcerim
Orsss, sugar=beets, md Futadagss, ~= all of wilch could he ooxrwerted inte
-.-nmmu-mf thowctmdmmlinplmrun}m
the preparetion of foddewrs these licluded stra-eutters, sorn~s!sllere, clover-
olemning mechines, turnipesl.ocrs, snd roct~pullerlly A stud; of the scoampanying
tablee( pp. 185-188 ) will indicete the extent of the cultivetion of graim
napnm'uaouwo. The graeatest gaine were made in the Hroductiam
of Indilan oorn, omts, pess, and darley. apmd?w&mmm
%0 sy great extent in furen Comby.

Ostas Oug began 0 record s great gein during the 'sixties, eapecially
as s stoak-food. Ost-mesl mille, moreover, begmu %0 De erootod in !rem '
mem-uoﬁ In 1880, the cost of ralsin: oats in uron was
about 39,80 to §10,00 per sore; the average selling sriee won 35 cts. per bLushel.



Tables Crop Produotien, 1848-70}

1048

15

1860

E@uot T Ne. of bus, of bus, No, of Luse
Whest 305, 726 202,949 618,452
Barley 13,143 13,013 362,462
Outs 174,736 215,416 1,209,830
Peas - 54,667 542,228
Indien ocorn 7,113 86,3522 8,691

Rye 1,073 2,181 1,463
Buskwheat 481 873 1,488
Beans - - 1,5M
Potatoes - 210,913 608, 522
Turaips - 143,726 1,106,738
Other reot erops - 297 242,142

Bay - 12,823 (tons) 83,719 (tons)
Flex 300 1 8. 7,369 lba. 18,069 1. s.

(inoluding hemp)  (hone-dressed)

Tobaces Small emount - 1,012 1lbs,
Meple sugar 194,223 lvae 361,721 lbe. 375,607 1be,

1 Figures for 1848 (vid, Brown, J."'., pe 301)

and for 1850 (vid. Cen. Agries., vol, IV, 1852,
pp. 136=63 and Strickland, wvel. I, p. 259) are
for the Huren distriet, sxoluding Hruoce County,
Figures for 1870 (vid. iist, sketoh of firan,

Ps V) sre fer Huron County proper.

2 The ssreare devoted to partiocular producia in 1848
was as followsj wheat, 22,054 aosj barley, 724 acs.s
oeats, 7,408 acs.j} Indlan oorn, 406 acs.} rye, 72

acs.} buskwheat, 20 acs.

3 In 1870, luron preduced 7,121 lbs. of hopa,

186,



TABLE: Production of Crops in Buron, 1850:

Asres lores Ch~
. Popul &~ Under Under Wheat Buok=- Indien Po~ Turn= Hay Butter cesse
TOWNSRIP tion Aereage Crop Pasture(bu.) Barley Osts Rye wheat Peas Corn _ tatoes ips (yonql,(jgg_gng
Ashfield 682 64184 876 218 2719 122 1966 - - 330 33 9160 1162 182 358 -
Biddulph 1621 39154 1280 260 6301 243 5361 - - 1185 58 2290 3709 288 27 15
Colborne 847 33513 2460 364 8236 268 5693 770 30 1726 411 12067 2396 687 3896 2225
Goderioh 3693 651777 6571 2063 28363 667 17206 T78 T2 3727 1089 22964 4894 1405 10637 310
Hay 764 52886 783 290 4190 142 2089 - 59 597 352 26546 2240 Y44 500 230
Hullett 52¢ 653432 845 T8 4135 186 3229 4 - 1089 12 3016 521 79 866 30

MsGillivray 1328 66506 3501 412 13346 100 12566 - - 3660 118 9820 1064 617 - -

MoKillop 696 52140 1495 313 7407 216 5967 - 10 2116 16 b5677 888 301 2311 29
Stanley 1489 44800 3988 232 19654 268 9282 81 126 1918 980 12879 465 1019 3408 -
Stephen 498 54725 1126 368 3872 169 2998 10 - 1260 20 3220 2670 289 412 -

Tuekersmith 1400 41000 3846 990 18373 389 14689 - - 4442 44 9682 2574 966 5176 3267
Usborne 874 42761 1271 856 4905 217 4032 - 10 1166 232 4027 5547 432 1124 -

Wawanosh 422 83593 411 49 2766 - 1300 19 = 196 10 4841 500 71 - -

Produetion of man ol wurgels = 100 bus. in Goderisch, and 2 bus. in Colborns.

*lo firuree avalleble for Groy, fowick, Morris and Turnberry,
which were not sottled until after 1850,

*881



Table: Produetion of Crops in Buron, 1880: Other

Fall Spring root

Rheat Wheat Barl Oats eas Corn Ha Potatoes Turnai orops
ROWNSHIP X A A Y & Y A Y & ) :T_T"EY‘_%—?
Ashfield 12. 26 208 12 20 S0 84 40 8i 20 - - 10, 1 1,160 1% 400 1X 400
{ BLadulph 16 - 8% - 16% =~ 16% - 8% - « = 8% 1 1% e« 1L - 5% -]
Colborne 104 26 157 16 6% 25 15' 40 10/ 20 - - 18% 1 12200 §&%£500 1% 600
Goderich 7. 26 4% 10 2 25 6% 35 1 20 1X 30 14X 1 57150 1X 400 8% 500
* Grey 104 156 S5 8 1% 20 6% 25 6! 18 None 104 - 1£100 1300 - =
Bay 7: 18 4 10 $7 30 5% 35 1€ 20 1L 40 4X1.56 8% 70 15500 1% 500
Howiek 137 « 13: « 4. « 206 -« 100 = = « 208 - 1f - 20 - X -
Aullett 15- 20 10- 10 6% 26 8% 4 5% 20 None 10¥ 1.6 1% 160 2% 500 ,26% 800
[ #G6illivray 9% 20 - 8 6% 20 7. 30 - = 5: 35 10% 1 .6%100 .2% 500 .2% 500)
* NeXillop 10£ 18 5% 12 5. 30 10% 40 8% 20 Home 15%1.5 15160 28 - - =
Morris 1004 156 5¢ 8 28 30 10f 30 6% 20 - - 108 1 .5%100 2X 200 .5% 600
Stenley 154 20 10% 12 10X 30 10% 40 None Jﬁ. 100 1 5% 200 1% 500 5% 500
Stephen - 15 o 6 - 15 - 30 None None - 1 - 80 - 600 = -
s Tuokersmith 14. 22 8% 12 8, 35 10% 40 8% 30 =« = 124 1.5 1} 180 1.6% 500 1l.5% 500
Turnberry 154 20 8% 10 3% 26 10f 40 6% 26 = « 1081,6 1°100 25400 - =
Usbotn.’ 165 25 10° 10 8% 26 10; 40 =« 20 - - 10%1,6 1%200 3%X450 - -
igwanosh 104 19 4% 9 1,64 20 8 38 6% 20 o 5{ 30 10X 1.25 ,5% 100 1,5% 600 None

A = Proportion of asreage devoted to s partlioular orov.
Y = Averege yield in bushels per acre (in the case of

hay, yield is in tons per aore).

* = Carrots snd mengolds grow well in these townships.

Cultivation of flax: Goderieh,200 sores, MeKillop,
400 acres, MeGillivray, 100 acres, Hay, SO0 ecres,
(yleld = 12 bus. per sore); of buckwheat: Goder-
ich, 20 ecres, (yield = 30 bus. per acre); of ryes
Goderish, 20 acres, (yleld - 12 bus. per sore),

*L8T



Table:

The eondition of the lend in Huron County in 1880

Popule= Asrears Number Chief products of
ticn in of of oleared township and what 1¢

TOWRSHIP 1880 Township sores A B ] D is best adapted for,

Ashfield 3628 64184 33143 25% 258 104 2% Grain-prowinr and stock-raising.
[514ulph 2662 39154 24039 16f 0% 168 1% ‘;Zr ool f“'.toek—niamg]
Colborne 1876 33313 21547 165 s0% 10X 1% Grains ;;rnm-grmg

Goderieh 2052  GITTY 27634 128 78X 168 2% gopeyj,oeriey, otas stosk-relsing or
Grey 4047 63936 29002 - 33 108 1% Wheat. lxed ferming.

Hay 3296 62886 25584 0% 85% 9% 1% et o Ao, o
Howiok 5193 67228 36661 50% 50X 15% 1% Ss, Sor grain, stosk-ralsing, md
Hallett 8378 63432 33015 25¢ 96% 168 1 mg:g.f et uél'ff oest “ad o for”
(MoGillivrey 35768 66606 44310 82% 50, 228%  .B% 3311 wzant, bu'lvy. oLnd, oxte:, ndapted ]
ueKillop 3682 52140 27000 - 4% 18% 1 Mixed farming snd dairying.

Morris 3372 66244 29903.5 89% 28% 104 1% Orain and stook.

Stanley 5223 44800 31860 104 A1 30% 1% VWell adapted for all rrain generally.
Stephen 3622 54725 18071 8s8% - - - Vheat, oats, barley, stock-raising.
Tuokersmith 3411 41000 28814 20% 80% 206 1% et ooriey, ostes mixed farming end
Turnberry 2469 34800 22000 - 3% 10% 1% Mixed farming.

Usborns 2740 42751 30624 154 70%  1z% 1% m&s%ﬁ%ésﬁ:%tg?am?

Adapted for mixed ferming.
Wawsnosh 4687 83593 45490 5% 354 18% .84

Yheat, ontile Cr 13-5:‘0'1 toek-
r-iling.nmd dairyi i g, S0

A =« Per cent. of standing timber.
B = Prop. of land olesared of stumps.

C = Per cent. of pasture lends.
D = Per oent, of orchards.

L)
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Corna Indian oorn, or maise, was oultivated only on a small scale, prior
to 1852? From 1860 to 1870 its growth in Ontario increased by half, especlally
in the southern part of the south=western peninsula (e.p. the counties of
Essex and Kent). With the deoline i. the production of pens, as a result of
the demage caused by the pea-weevil in Huron Coung; from 1874 to 1880, corn
began to be planted extensively, and Anerican corn bepan to be imported in
lar:e quantitiogg For some time, American corm-fed cattle had heen considered
inferior to Canadian cattle, whioch were fed on roots and sirag? By 1874,

many South Huron farmers were begiining to perceive the merits of planting
horse~tooth corn for fodder; one and one=half acres, sown broadcast, would
yield enough to feed seven cowa, twice daily, for six weekg? The cost of
reieing oorn in Huron, in 1830, wna about $16 per amore; the averare selling
price was from 40 to 50 ots. per bushel,

Barley: From 1864 to 1876, Cenadian-grown barley found extrere favour with
American !:rewers; in 1864, it was considered by manv farmers as a more profitable
oron than whoag} I 18656, in the rush nefore the auropation of reoiproeity,
four=-fiftha of Onterio's crop of barley was sold to American !u-ers for

nearly five million dollars. After 1866, exportetions deoréased, but by 1869,
more barley was sent to the Unitsd States than ever beforg? By 1876, barley
gromn in Canada West was selling in New York for from 25 to 30 cts. more

than barley grown in New York stete. The oost of ocultivating barley in Huron,
in 1880, was $16. per scre; the averare selli g price wns 67 cts. per bushel,
ROOT CROPS: Ever sinoe the esrly 'thirties Huron Conty was considered to

be an excellent area for the cultivation of root orop§? Root orops not

only provided excellent stock feed, but also supplied a hoe orop which helped
to olean the land of weeds, snd to permit more exteisive erop rotations,

thus helping to retard the exhaustion of the soil. Ontario farmers begen to

64
sow roots on an ineressing aoresge by the 'sixties,
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Potatoest Potatoes formed an imoortant part of the oropns of rnost farmers,
and thoir predustion inercased ste-dily, subject to olimatio eonditionf®
although the ocutput was somewhet disrupted by the advent of the potato
baotgg during the 'unnuoﬁz In 1871, the Gederioh lortioultural f;ociogg
distributed semples of two new varieties of notatoes (Breese's i’serless, snd
King of Earlies) to members. In 1876, My. A.4. 4eGill Allan, Goderieh, displayed
e new variety of poteto hybridised dy himself, known ss Allan's liybrid.
During the next three years, !r. Allan suceessfully grew swoet potatoes in
the apen airj some of his specinmens wieghed six Hounds, Favourite potatoes
sultivated in Iuron included Early Rose, Lste Hose, and Early Vermont)
Brownell's Superior ripened lste, and ineclined to become watery, thereby
losing its pepularity. Many v-rieties of potatoes were still heins experimented
with, arcund 1881, Until this time the Roses were oonsidered the est for
general cultivation, but memy olaimed that they were "rumning cut"s; the
Beauty of Hebron weas welleliked for early use, but it ocould not be depended
upen to produce a full crog?
Turnips, neng olds, carrots: Turnip~ and carrot-growing matchies were
sponsored by a few agrisultural soeieties (e.;. Eto icoke, and York) in the
early ‘sixties, but evidenee indicates that similar matches were not held in
Hupon until & decede later. Such sompetitions had extremely benefisial
results, for they lessened the farmers' aversion tuo the ocultivation of roctzg
The dependense of luron farmers generally upon turnips for stock-feed received
a rude jJolt in 18566, when the fallure of turnips throughout the ocounty
sttrected attention to the need for sn additional forage oropy

An ides of the attitude towards turnip cultivation, at about 1868,

ma- be gained from the follewing htto;? written by a !luronites
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"My turnips tis year were a feirly good orop; hed

they been much larger, they could not have got into the

turnip outter ceeees I put them 4n drills thirty inches

spart, and thinne’ them to twenty inshes in the drill,

Turnips are sown, not with the idea oi any Lmmodiate profit,

but for two other ressons: (1) to olean the land of wecds;

and (2) to provide s stook of preen feed for oattle .....

I should like to state that I sow rape, and find it useful

for turning eattle on, to give the grass a chance (to pgrow],”

The benner roote-growing township in Hurom, until 1800, at least,
was Tuckersmith, whioh had the greatest yleld per aore in twrnips (1,1034 bus,),

3
mangolds, (1,140 dus,), and ocarrots (1,120 bul.}. In 1874, the winner of
the Huron Ceunty ocompetition in turnins produced 847 bushels per acre, and the
wioner in mangolds produced 1099 bushelss the average yleld for tlc county
7
was 500 and 700 bushels, roopoeti'nly: The ohampion nmangold grower in Huron,
during the 'seventies, was John Sheppard, of Tuokerammith, who produced specimens
"as large as a men's 105'.,§
Sugepr beetss During the 'sixties, determined but unsuscessful efforts were
mnade to introduge the growth of the sugar beet into Ontario. From February,
1869, until June, 1872, aporadie artisles on beet-root sugar, written by
"Veotis™, sppeared in the "Cansda FParmer." The sugar deet was editorially
76

reocomended as a “sash oron," and in 1871, an incipient "Canadien Beet~Root
Sugar Campany,” with strong English basking, sttempted to secure govermmental
nooguﬂcu It beosmme the practise of egricultural sooieties, during the
tgeventies, to offer prises for beet-root csulture; eventually munioipal grantes
were nade for the same purpose.
GREEN CRO’S: Oreen (or leguminous) corops inoluded peas, beans, timothy,
elover, trefoil, alsike, end orchard grass, the last five of whieh, along with
grein-straw, were used in making hey, Peas were a highly popular orop, and
provided suitable foddery the ravages of the pea~bug osused preat concern about
the problems of stock-feeding and orop=rotation., Beans were not grown to

any great extent in Huron, prior to 1880, st least,
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Hays The produstion of hay inoreased consider-bly Letween 1850 end 1880,
especiall s after alsike, trefoil, end other olovers gained a foothold, and
were dlstri.uted by sounty sooioticze By 1880, permanent pas .uros were bLest
obtained by iluronites by sowing a mixture of red and wilte olover, timothy,
alsike, and orchard gress. In 1844, a Toronto seed=merclant edvertised, among
other Smperted English seeds, orohard grass, which by 1875 was being sown as

a valuable addition to the hay oro;? During the msesson of 1876, John Stinsom,
Usborne, rasised $150 worth of lL.a’ and 100 worth of olover seed, on five sores,
evera;ing §60 per terge Two years later, Kobert Fergusason, ieKillop, delivered
in Seaforth a memmoth load of hay whioh weirhed mare than three tmg} In
January, 1879, a Huron subseriber 'rog to the "Globe,” conocerm'ng the price
of clover seed in Great Britain: "There are large fields of olover seed grown
in this county, end the sbove information will be useful to a larre number

of subseribers as well as myself." The answer to this letter wrs to the
offect that in 1877, elover seed in Fngland was worth ?9.00 per sixty pounds,
and in 1878 was valued at only half that amount; aceording to English dealers,
howsever, the price was ex.ected to rise again shartly,

KISCELLANEOJS CROPSS

Sorgumi  In 1877, the plenting of sorpum or surar oane by Huron farmers

was advooated, in order to remedy the shortaje of susar oaused by the gradual
depletion of maple forests: "tho manufseture of syrup fram the meple tree
(hed] becoms slmost e thing of the pest.” I ‘oreover, the farmer no longer
hed time to devote to the preparation of maple syru:e Thus it developed that
durin- the lats 'seventies, several farmers along the shore of lLake lHuron
procured sorgum seed, for testin; purposes. At first, owing to a orude
method of refining, the project did not appear to be advantageous. But

following the edoption eof better refining, the s rup found a ready sale
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in the loeal merkets, ot ub&t sixty oents per gallon, "Farly Mnber" was
the most popular variety of sorgum, both as @« orop, and for the quantity
and quality of s rup produced from it. The average sleld reported by Huron
farmers was from 100 to 168 gallons 3f syrup per sore. It was sugpested
that the growth of sorrum should be enscuraged by the awardi ( of priszes
by egrisulturel societies, snd by munieipel grants, similar to those offered
for the zanufacture of boot-cugtgf
Tobeoso: Tebacso-growing wes earried on only on e small tcag: in Hurom,
prior to 1880, and was usually grown for domestie usey in faot, the tolncoo
industry, generally, in Caneds, wes largely dependent upan imports of the
rew msterial, In 1864, A.B. Brownson, of Bayfield, wrote to the “Canada
Farmer”, for informstion on curing and manufaest:ring hase-grom tobsseo,
In a seeond letter, in 1886, he stated that he had seted on the advice
received, and now made his own tobasco, whioh he sold at aslx cents per poun”
During the fall of 1877, John Carrick, of Exeter, had on his frr a stalk
of tobaceo, of the Roancke variety, which eontained 514 seed bulbs, and
which wes nesrly seven feet in height, and four and one~half inohes in
ciroumferense at the b..f‘.’

The eocnsumption of todbsnso per esapits in Canada, from 1861 to 187},
inoreased amly tem per oent., that is, from 1.804 pounds to 1.985 pounds.
M ineresse in the terifferate in 1870 was followed by a marked, though
fluctueting, inereese in the consumption of Cansdien-grown tohbaeco, espeoially
after 1880, There were s nimber of oi-ar feotories soattered throughout
western Ontarios one of these, at Guelph, in 1878, employed thirty persons
who manufastured more than 25000 eigars weekly: Only a amall percentage
of Hum'al tobseso reashed these msmifactories, however.

Hemlook Parks Hemlook bark, although not strietly a orop, was considered

a remmerative produst, becsuse of 1ts use in the tanning industr:s Under the
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In Ostober, 1851, W.G. Smith, of Goderieh, wrote s lett3F to the "Glove",
wging the imposition of a.. export duty tax on hemlook bark, thus keeping
Cansda's supply intast, and preventing unsorupulous people from stripping
the trees and lesving them ss fuel for forest fires, —— as had happened in
}lehigen and was even then oeourring "along the shores of lLake lluron,”
Hemps As esrly as 1794, attempts had been made in Canada to enoourage
the eultivaticn of hemgy in 1802, & governmental bounty of E1200 wns
established for hemp-growing, but nothing resulted from this goaturgz'

The growth of hemp was not oerried on to sny great extent in Hurom County,
exoept as an adjumet te flax-growing. In 1848, George Leversage advertis®d
in the Huron "Signel” the manufssture of ropes made from herp which he
himself had grown; he had “eold large quantities .,.... in 3tratford and
(¢he] neighbourheod,”

exs The oourse of agrisulture was profoundly disturbed, between 1858
~ and 1868 by the growth of a product which hed a shortelived popularity, and
which deeclined almost as rapidly as it had came to the fore, This »roduct
was flax. During 1844, the "British Ameriosn Cultivator” had sought to
stimlate interest in flex-growing, but little resulted fram its orulldg.a
In 1646, W.G, Fdmundson, of Whitehursh (York County), grew 600 bushels of
flax uo&‘.‘ and five years later, at the suggestion of Adam Fergusson, the
Board of Agriculture set aside a small plot for flax, on 1ts 1ll fated
experimentsl farl® The Huron dlstrist produced 3000 1hs. of flax in 1848%
and 7,366 lbs. of flax and hemp in 1858:’ During 1051 ~1d 1862, the
*Canadien Agrieulturist” ochampioned the omuse of flax, becaouse of the
prospeative market in Great Brimg? Interwat in the produot was inoreased

by the eot of Fred Widder, on behelf of the Ganeds Company, in showing

104.
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the Donlen Flex Meshine, of English manufactire, at the Toronto provinoial
exhibition in 18562; this machine was later presented to the Board of Agriculturgg

The production of flax in Upper Canada axpanded from £59,680 1ha,
in 1862 to 1,276,957 lbs, in 18%2? Fastors whiocl oontributed to this great
expansion inoluded: (1) the Amerioan Civil ig} whioh hnlted the flow of
ootton from the South (flax was the only known substitute for sottom);
(2) the searoh for a profitable erop which would necessitate the sbandonment
of single-eropping methods, suoh as wheat=growing; (3) the suitsbility of
eertain distriots for flex= rowin;, whether beesuse of soil, climate, or
lebour, or s sombination of an, of these minor fastorss e olay loan on a
subsoil of ola;, a humid climate, and s supply of Germsn labour contributed
to the success of flax cultivation; and (4) the activities of certain
individuals, sush as #.D, TCerine and J.A. Donaldson,

Two sc.utohing mills were established b W.D. FPerine in VWaterloo
County, one at Doon (1864) and the other at Comestora (1861). The sucoess
of Perine's ontorprigg wag socelerated by the German slement in that distriet,
snd by the resdiness of farmers to cultivate from fifteen to twenty aores of
flax regularly, By 1861, a third m1lll, owned by }'essrs. !ilaikie and Alexander,
was in operstion at Norval (Halton County). Je.A.Donaldson, the Canadien
exigration agent at Londonderry, Irelend, might well be oalled "the emlissery
of flax oulture” in Cmneda durin; the 'sixties, As a result of his efforts,
Upper and Lower Canada eeach ordered three flax machines, menufastured by
Kowan and Brothers, of Belfast. The mashines 1in Upper Canada were distributed
as followss one at Lendon, one at Kingston, and the third "as the Hoard of
Agrieulture sew ﬂ%?‘

From 1863 to 1867, thers was great activity mmong farmers and
nanufaoturers, with respect to flax eultiwmtion. In 1864, the western part

of Upper Canada oonteined forty seutohing mills and two linen menufactories;



1%¢.

by 1886, there were one hundred mills in the provinece, three linen m-mfnotorl'gg,
snd fastories whioch meanufastired linseed oil, oil cake, and "lax maeshinery,

In 1865, the government imported large quantities of Riga flsx sced, whioh

was distributed to farmiri. The crop of 188€ was harvested from nearly

12,000 asres, grown prineipally in :ellington and Waterloo Countiﬁef

By 1868, the flax "furcre” Lez:n to a“ate, and uanuiscturing firms
becan t0 olese their doers. The coiaclusion of the Civil Viar brought about
a decline in the prise of eoctton, and automatiocally deoresiesd the value of
flex, Voreover, wheat, oats, and barley begen to bring in high prices, end
farmers turned onee acain to the familiur grain eu%gf By 1871, there were
only twenty-four geutehing mills in operstiom in mt-\r'io, and ten of these
were lossted in the Perth-Wellingtan-Wabterloo umﬁgz It is aignifioant
that while flex~growing declined generally ia the provinee, after 1868,
1t begen to thrive in Turon County, whish produced 18,069 pounds of home=
dressed flax in 10}8:

The soil of Huron County, espesially in the south, was considered
ideel for flax-growin:, Flax was deened an exeellent orop to rot the gsod end
to meke grass grow; thus it helped to produce good hay ora%g? The oultivation
of flax was en empensive underteking, iu that the aversge cost yer aore
was neeply $19; it was arduc.s, in that handelabour was aluost exclusively
required, These two d1ffieulties were surmounted by the polioc, adopted by
seve-al mills of supplying the farmers with seeds and paying them $18 per
esore for their flax, snd by the existenee of the Gernaen settlements in Hay
township, vhenee cazo neny sapable flax-pullers, Iz order to meke flaxe
growins prefitadle, 1t was adviseble to sow not more than 10 or 16 aores
on a 100-gere tnm A fair ;ield of flax, por aore, was 25} pounds, dressed,
whish sold for $303 15 bdushels of linseed per acre were also oonsidered a

faiy yield. In 1862, Cemadien flax sold in Fngland a«t from B8O to P80 sterling,
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per tom, — or from 16 to 20 etss per %%f In 1877«78, flax s0ld at 7 otes
per 1b,, but two years later it brought 12 to 12 ots. per 1. Ulex was
usually menufectured during the winter, and sold in the spring, as it was
not prefitable to retain it until summer, The market for flax, during the
fgeventies, was chiefly Bostan and liew York, although muoh of inron's flax
went to Paterson, New Jcn%f

During the ‘seventies, et least {ive flax mills were funetioning
in the southern part of Huren County, ~- at Seaforth, Zurich, Exeter, Clintem,
and Mt& The Seaforth mill, owned and operated by Armitage, Beattie,
sd Oopany, supplied seed to farmers, whom 1t paid to sow the crop, From
soventy=five to one hundred and fifty lsbourers were hired by the firm te
harvegt She flax, which was dressed, the various forns Leing knowmn es
"dressed flax”, “eoarse tow”, and "fine tow”. M lnoentive to the produetion
of flax in the Zurieh ares was [xovided Ly sn annual eaxpetiticn for a prise
offered by the Zurigh mill to the farmer who drew the lar;est load of flax
to the mill, In 1877, nine temas contested at the drewing, which was held
ot the farm of John Vilsan, on the London Road; William Bradley, who drew
9,460 ;ounds, was sdjudged the winaer, The expense involved in the “working~
up® of flax in that distriet, in 1877, was estimated at nearly 320,0%3?
In Decasber of the sere ye=r, s lsrge quantity of tow was shipped [{rau the
Txetor flax mills, The flax erop in Duron in 1878 provided the best hervest
up to that times labour was 30 scaree that the Exeter firm had to employ
Indisns from the Sarnia diastrioct, to pull its ﬂ}}, At Clinton, operations
were suspended by the owmer, lir, Forester, during 1879, but in the spring
of 1880, he plemmed to sow 400 eores of ﬂg? The mill at Crediton employed
sbout one hundred mkolriz

M provinelal sgricultural exhivitiems, uron County did not

sshieve as great suceess in its presentation of grains and vogetables as it
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did 11 other phases of egriculture, e.g. frultegrowing, and stook-raising.
Prior to 1882, only eight ewards were received by iuronites for orop
axhibits. 1In 1865, prises were received for aspring wieat, white marrow-fat
peas, and ocarrotsg in 1877, for rield ,ess, onions, sand timothy seedj and
in 1881, - for field pess and ¥hite Russian wheat, The primary reason for
this defloiency is that Ruronites sonfined their exhibitiom of orops shiefly
to leeal fairs,

By the late 'seventies, it wss beooming "l.d]'-;ﬁat that the Ontario
farzer was produeing, on an equel area of land, more than the Quebes farmer,
of wheat, barley, pees, corn, turnips, and other roots. The Quebec fammer,
on the other hand, was produeing more of oats, rye, beans, buokwheat, potatoes,
hay, and olover seed. I{ 1s evident, as a result of this study of the
cultivation ef erops in Huron, that the luron farmer's produce spproximated
to that of the sverage Ontario faurmer. In the realm of frult-growing, however,

Huren's production surpassed the :rovinolal aversge,
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CHAPTER IX

Fruit-Growing and Reforestation.

JRUIT<GROWING .

Fruitegrowing was essentially amon; the later pursuits of the settler
in a new region; where every foot of ground had to be cleared before the spade
oould enter in, the necessities of life had to be considered first. During
the first two decades of !uron County's history, little was scoorplished in
the way of frultegrowing for foreign oansumption. By 1850, however, much of
the land hed been cleared, and when Huronites reaslized that their county was
an excellent fruitegrowing area, several growers began tc plant trees. The
inorersed interest in .lantin; fruite=trees during the late 'forties is indicated
by en item whiol: sppeare? in the Toromto "Weekly GloWe", September 23, 1848,

1l
advertising 40,000 appls trees, and many other fruite«trees, for sale. As early
2
as 1852, a fruitetree nursery existed near Goderich. M interesting note oonscerne
s
ing fruitegrowing in Buron in 1856 is to be found in Moore's "Rural New Yorker™:
"Many e one, on his humble farm far eway toward Lake Furon

is familiar with the best apples, pears, plums, and other fruit,

end not a few have obtained the best frees of the celebrseted

nurseries of Konroe County. From Buffalo, too, they have drewn

a libersl sup ly."

By 1886, Goderich and the immediate neighbourhood had beoome well-
known in the realm of fruitegrowing, Professor George Buckland was warm in

: 4

his praise of Hurans
"Peaches, grapes, and the finer kinds of apples, penrs, and
stone fruits oome to great psrfeotion, as do al)l the cultivated

crops of the garden, =~ as provinoial, ns well as local exhibitions,

have demonstreted, It was gratifying to find in thls remote part

of the provines that the besutiful art of hortieulture is so sucoess-

fully ocultivated. A wellemanaged nursery, of nearly one hundred

easres, existe in the wicinity, which I had not sn ooportunity of
seeing, 1 wrs certainly surprised to find agriculture in so sdvanced

e stete in this fine section., One is apt to assooimte with what
was & few yesrs sinoe known by the term, 'Huron Tract!, primitive



sottlements and extensive forests. Now, upon enquir:;, I found

that in the more sdvenced towmships, fully three-fourtha of the

lend has already been cleared, md as the trees are nearly all
hard-wood, the stumps in many places have entirely disappesred,"

In 1872, a comittes on fruit in iluron County, appointed by the
Ontario Agricultural Asgoeistion, had this statement to rmake, following e
tour of Goderieh snd Stanley tamshipl?

"We would class the County of Huron as equal to any sesction
of Caneda for apples, pears, and plumss for grapes, peaches, and
the more tender varieties of firuit, the helt along the shore of
Lake Furon is almost if not fully equal to the Niagara distriot,

In all sections of the county, fruit--rowing is and csn be made

profitable. Young orohards sre being planted largely, end in s

few years this county will be ome of the best fruiteproducing sections

of Caneda,”

Fruitegrowing in Huron grew Ly leaps and bounds, and by 1880, 6,640
aores were under orohard snd garden., Of this anount, 4,870 ac:es consisted
of sppless 330 of plums; 100 of grapes; S0 of pears; 52 of pesshes; 50 of
strawberries; and about 80 asres of other small fruits, inocluding cherries,

8
spricots, nectarines, quinees, raspberries, blaokberries, and currants,
The fine quality of Huron fruit is attested by the large number of prises won
in this division of sgricultural produce at the snnual provineial exhibitions.

(Vid, tadle, p. 74).

Apples, ipple orchards tegan to e .cultivated penerall; in luron Count;
about 1856=58, and by 1874 were bearing hesvily; by 1880, ap les were the
most widelyegrown fruit, coastituting 4,870 acres, out of 6,540 sores
dovoted to fruit-groﬂn;'.' Until 1866, Canade had imported /meriocan apples,
but in that year, the tide began to turn, By 1874, sttention was being paid
to the selection of the beat paying varistles, espeoially those suited to
the Zuropean mearket. Canrdian ap les were .ezinning to find gonsidersble

8
favour in kngland, By 1880, Buron farmers agreed on three points concerning

apple-growings

207.



(1) thet winter apples were preferred to summer and fall varieties;

(3) that too many species of spples were already grown, and that,
soeordingly, no more new specles should be added;

(8) that hitherto, sise and quantity had been stressed at the expense
of astual merit and quality.

When orchards were young, and the apple market was locally canfined, growers
vied for the produstion of the largest number of varieties. Agriocultural end
horticulturel societies encouraged this emuletion by offering premiuns for
the largest display; by 1880, however, the tendensy was to award priszes for
shoiee quality and ac-uel merit. In 1881, Huron produced a harvest of
435,000 darrels.

The simultaneous sppearanse of pears, plums, and other fruits,
rendered the summer apple, relatively, of lesa importance thex the later
varieties, The supply of summer spples often far exoeeded the demand, snd
the surplus weas frequently fed to livestock, or left to rot on the grcsum!.9
Cider-nsnufacturing was condueted only to a limited extent, by emsteurs.

Many farmers shipped dried apples in large quantitiss. The most populer
summer apple was the Red Astrsshan, = fine desse:rt and eooking spple, Jther
favourite dessert or esting apples were Early Strawberry, Summer Peearman,
Primate, Esrly Joe, end Summer Rose. The best cooking varietles were Keswiock
S0dl4in, Early Hervest, Benoni, Porme Royale, snd Indian Rare Ripe. The
average price for summer apples was from 60 cents to 80 cents per bushel)

in 180, the sverege price sank to sn average of 35 eents per bushel,

By 1880, the Huron distriet was also overstooked with many varieties
of fall appless The 'aitland, a prolific and regular bearer, was highly
esteemed, ms was the Alezander, The hest eooking apples were Alexander,
Beauty of Kent, Hswthornden, and Taylor Fish, the last-nsmed being an English
veriety, green in eolour. The favourite fall dessert apples were Femeuse

(or Snow), Gravenstein, 8t., Lawrenss, Porter, and lelon, Other varieties



were Cayuge Red Streak, Duchess of Oldenbury, liaiden's Blush, and Blenheim
Oranges The avers;e price for fall apples was from 7O cents to 80 cents,

Practioally all growers in iluron were turning their attention to
oultivating winter varieties; in fast, several farmers were toveprafting
summer and fall verieties with winter varleties, The most popular winter
spples were Northern Spy, Baldwin, Mhode Islmad Gpeening, agener, and Mann,
Others whieh were widely grown were: Ameriocan Golden Rusaset, Aescpus Spitsen-
berg, King of Tompkins County, Ribston Virpin, Green Newton ’Appin, Swaysie
Ponme Grise, Roxbury Russet, Twenty Ounoe Pippin, Hubbardson Nonsush, and
Smnl-? The Femeuse (or Snow) was considered by some growers as a winter,
rather than a fall variety, The average price of winter apples was (rom
31, to %1.50 per bushog

Several f-rmers experimented with seedlings. .r. VW.J. layden,
Ashfield, sultivated two seedlings of his own ralsing:s the Dowrasss and
Porene d'kpﬁ . Latouszel, of Cherrydale Farm, Colbarne, experinented with
English apples, such ees Taylor Fish and Lord Suffield, end concluded that
English varieties, on the whole, did not eompare favourably with Cenadian
applcg Other verieties were Cabashaw, Yellow Bellflower, and Gilliflower,
Crabeapples were cultivated freely over all the distriot, mainly for home
eonsumption) Hontreal Besuty, Hyslop, and Transcendmnt were preferred for
preserving whole, and Yellow Siberian for preparing fine jelly,

In shipping, the frult was oarefully seleoted, clean and free from
worms, and wrapped individually in tissue or manila paper, iheat and oat
ehaff, well dried, also provided a good packing medium, The {ruit was usually
packed in barrels, whisch were lined with durable pnpe# Several exporters
recoxmended the Tomlinson barrel which was oylindrical in shepe, lecking a
bulge in the centre. In packing, two layers o. fruit were first set dom

sarefully, stemwends downward, end the barrel was filled. SThe top layers
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were arranged similarly ¢o the bottom ones, and then pressed domn. The
botton of the barrel was branded, so that when tho container was opened,
the spples on the dottom would appear on top, in a ploasing and regular
arrangement. In 1892, the Dominion govermment esteblished j*rndes for apples,
and nine years later the Dominion Fruit larks Aet provided for msrking the
identity of the packer, and the veriety and grade of the fx'uit.s

Most of the fall and summer epples were shipped to Toronto and
internediate pointsy Toroato agents shipped purchases to the meritime provinces
and to E\u'op%? It 4id not pay to ship to Toronto or eastern markets, as the
supply there was usually lar;er than the demand. The apple market in Montreal
fell between 1878 ($6. per bushel) and 1879 ($1.60 per busholl).'.’ Sault Ste, Marie
and other lake ports proved to be good eustomers. Apples grown in Huron sold
in Ontario at from 60 ocents to §l., more than Amerioan apples, which averaged
sbout 20 eents to 26 ocents n»er bushe}? It was hoped that Msnitoba and the
Canadian nerth-west would improve as a market, The long distance, lack of
oustaomers, and high freight rates precluded this as a possibility. In 1880,
1t cost $2,07 to send a barrel of apples from GCoderich to '.innipeg., In order
to resch Winnipeg in good condition, apples had to be nicked before they were
fully ripened; where the barrels were handled much in transit, the loss fram
shrinkage and mashing was great, so that early varieties were rarely shipped
long dis ances. Wimnipeg buyers sppreciated quallity better than did Amerioan
and English purchasers. St. Lawrensce, Cayuga Red Strenk, Gravenstein, and
Blenheim Orange were esteemed in Viinnipege carly Strawberry and Tetofsky
shipped well, but were too small to ettrast western buyers.

In the main, fall apples went to the United States, and winter
varieties to Engltnéf In Chioago mnd St., Paul, apples were Lought by "™heft"s

the quality did not matter 80 much as a large smount for the money. Crabespples
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were first exported to Chisago in 187C, and brought good nrices, Alexander
was popular in Chieago, Maiden's Flush in Michizen, and Duchess of Oldenhurg
in all Amsrican markets,

In Ootober, 1866, scue Omford fyrultegrowers sent 210 barrels of
apples %o Englend "as an experiment”, HLuron's attention was directed towards
Oreat Britain as a market in the 'seventies, when several sxoorters sent
sssortments to Liverpool and Glasgows In 1876, 3,500 barrels were exported
4o England) in 1879, 10,000 barrels, out of a harvest of 435,000 barrels,
went overn:g? Greater attention was now being pald by Iluron growers to
sultiveting long=keeping apples for shipment abroad, British rating of
Canedien apples did not depend u>on ectual merit, as much as on appearance:
the denand was for a medium=sised, higheooloured, welleformed fruit. Thus
1t was considered unprofitable to shis large apples. ’n obatacle in the path
of British trade was the higzh cost entsiled by middlee-man's sommigsionz and
other fees) in order to profit, the shipper found it necessary to acoompeny
his own shipment. The most popular apples in the in;lish marl-et were Baldwin,
Rhode Island Greening, Ribston Pippin, and Green lewton Pippin, “rices at
which Huron apples sold in Fngland, in 1860, are as follows (per barrel)s
Ge¥e Pippini $10.63; Se.P. Crises $9,42 and 310,113 Baldwin: §4,07; R.I.
Oreening: $3.86 end $4,003 Horthern Spy: %5.17 and $8,10; Mmnn: §6.54;

AsG. Russets $4,94 and 35,303 King of Tompkins Countys $4.66.

Pearss Pesrs were not generally cultivated in Furon County until after 1867;
by 1879, there were about 30 acres, or 1,000 full-bearin- pear-trees in the
eounty, whioh produced a orop ef 2,4€0 busghels during the soason of 187!%
Pear culture rapidly gained round, as soon as it was discoverei that the

slay subwgoil to be found in all parts of Huron offered excellent nourishmens,
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The three natural homes of the Canadian pear might be sail % be the
Kisgara peninsula, "rince Edward Co:aty, md tho liuron Jruilt bd:?

Standard verieties were perferred to those grown on quince roots.
The most popular summer varietles wero Bartlett, Clapp's Favo rite, and
Osbend's Sumrer; then followed Tyson, Anenss d'Eté, Bourre 0if ord, md
Souvenir du Congrés, in order of prefennog? The fall favourites were
Flenish Besuty, Louise Boune de Jersey, Duchesse d'Angouléme, “hsldan,
Beurre Boss, Beurre Hardy, and “lhite Doyemnes; others included Belle
luore‘ive, Beurre Superfin, sn’ s«koﬁ The choleest winter varieties
were Beurre Clairzesu, Beurre &'injou, Beurre Diel, Lawrence, Oswego
Beurre, and Viear of Winkfleld, 'inter pears, on the whole, were not
vory profitadble, as they were suscestidle to bligh‘ézf Other varieties
cultivated inecluded Doyenne d'Eté, Howell, Stevena' Jenesee, Beurre de
1'Assomption, Dearborn Seedlin;, and Onondaze. Of all those named, the
Souvenir du Congrés, Seckel, and Viear of %inkfield werc the lesst preferred,
as they lascked quality snd consistensy.

Very fow pears were shipped from Huron until about 1878, when
farmers be en to rualiss the potentiasl merketing value of the f{rult, Fears
whieh were geathered for shippins were usually gsthered belfore they reached
full maturity, After the hame demands were satisfied, surplus orops were
shipped to Canadien cities., Larly varieties, sellin; for yl. to . 2. per
bushel, were sent to London and Torontoj later verieties, priced at from
$6. %0 815, per bushel, went to “ontreal. In home markets, Barklett and

Flemish Beauty sold et $2, and $2,50 per bushel,

Plums, By 1866, Canadian plums were rapidly improving in quality, and

26
Ruron County, four yeare later, booame oslebrsted for its {ine specinens,

27
The townships of Howlok and Turnberry were especially good distriots,
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Several speoies were grown, but seedlings were preferred to the cultivated

mietio’? The Common Blue plum, whiol: was grown by nearly all frult-farmers

in 1870, wes looked upon as e native; by 1380, howsver, only onesquarter of

the maount of Common Blue grown i1 1870 wrs ocul“ivated. .Another local seeds

ling, known as Bingham's Favourite, or Goderich Plum, wnrs developed by a

Wre Bingham, a Huronite, and was considered the best plum in the district,

It was dark purple in ocolour, with extremely firm flesh, and was an exsellent

ahipping fruit, It was Aifficult to grow in the nursery row, but when

properly trained was o prolific besrer. Nessrs. Ceorgze Leslie and Son, of

the Torento nurseries, were propsgating largely from this seedling, by 108:?

Mother losal ssedling, a mottled red and yellow plum, was looked upon as =

future good market prospeet, in the amme year, For home consumption snd for

saning purposss, ell the green and yellow .plum wore preferred, such az the

Lembard, Cee's Golden Drop, Pond's Seedling, the Gages, and P‘ollmborg.o The

most profitebls plume for marketing were Lombard and Comnen 3lue, becsause of

their shippimg qualities, Other popular specimens were: Smith's Orleans

( a ﬂguinr snd heavy bearer), Washin: ton, Bleeker's Gage, Lamrencc's Favourite,

Glasa’ BSeedling, Jefferson, Peach, Yellow Bgg, German Pruue, ‘entland,

Genersl Hand, and NMgLaughlin, The two last nemed were not adjudged very

good Yesrers, and the chief objeetion to the Pentland was the sige of the pit,
A1l the standard verieties fount a reedy market, although oconsiderable

loss was experienced in shipping most verieties any grest distance, Meny

shippers preferred green end yellew to red and dlue warieties. The plums were

usually paeked,while quite hard, in lath baxes whioh were divided into sections;

sach box aversged twenty-three pounds in woight, Iuron plume wore shipped

to Toronte, Buffale, Port Huren, Detroit, and ocoasionally to Toledo snd -

Saginme, Nuronites 414 not plase rmoh relisnce on the Toronto narket, beceuse

4t was liable to bdeocome glutted on short natice. In 1879, 2,273 bushels
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were shipped, mostly to the United stntd} For shipping pur_.oses, the
Coammon Blus brought from $1.78 to $2,25 per bushel, and others ranged widely
from §2, to #4,, and some sold st sven higher prices in tho statess 0Oood
specimens of the Commaon Blue droucht $8.20 in Saginsw in 1879, At home, the
«verese price for Common Blue was from §l. to $1.50; small plums sold at 28

oents to 50 eents, snd larzer verietios at from $1.50 teo {2,25, per b\uhoﬁ

Peaches. Peaches were sultivate? in Furon as early ss 1845, but peachegrowing
wag 8t1ll in its infeaney thirty yesrs later, dy which tine nunerous prowers
were cultivating the leadin; varieties, especially in the area nearest the
lake shore, By 186€, peaches whish hal not succseded in nany parts of Onterio
were flourishing in the neighbourhood of Goderish, The lisht, wrynm scll was
suitabley and the sbsence of sevsre early and late frosts generally ensured a
harvest. Following the bumper orop of 1880, peach=growing beran to be looked
upon as a prosperous undertaking,

It wss discovered by Huron growers thet psashes throve best on
plum stoeks, The ripening of the wood was hestened by breaking the tips early
in the season, and by trimming the broken soints with a knife. The best results
in pesschegrowing were sttained by planting orchsrds of standard warieties,
Farmers who were suecessful with Farly Crawford planted their trees where they
wore shaded from the south, sand placed a hesvy mulsh around the trees, in order
to keep the ground frosen as late as nossidle, and thus retard the growth of
buds and blosnm’? M important ressor. for Huronites' suocoess in peach culturs
was the fast that "yellows", a destructive peach disense, Wici. was prevalent
in the Hiagare distriet, he! not invaded the Ruron area, == hy 1880, at any rtt:“

The varieties of peachea most cultivated were: *lexeander, Yasle's
Early, Parly Crewford, meden's June, 014 Mixon, Mountaln Rose, Reatrice, Early

36
Rivers, Esrly Cansde, Louiss, Foster, mm! a number of seedilings. Mr. George Cox,
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of Goderioch $ownship, produced four rine seedlings ~~ three {ree-stonsd and
one oling -= after experimenting for Jeveral yesrs. Tne most popular pesches
were Alexander end Beatrice, but tlie latter was too small %o be a valuable
market fruisg,

Penchies were not grom for marketing purposes to any grest extent
exoept in the regiom about Goderich. The home demand was ususlly suffieient
40 consume the whole oropn, although the finest wvarieties were shipped to
Taronto and intsrmediate points, irioes ranged at from 31,50 to $3,50 per
bushel at these places, sand 80 cents a. hame, In 1880, prowers were bepinning
%0 look towards Chicago and the western states as prospective markets.

Grinmgdy was the main source of pesches, which hed beon plmuted as
e commercial venture in 1886, By 1875, a shipping station was erected at
Orimsdy to handle surplus production, and five years later, a company was
formed by Grimsby peachegrowers. In 1880, 70,000 baskets of peaches were
shipped from OGrinsby, mostly te Ontario clities.

boricots, Neotarines, and juinees. Apricois, nectarines, and quinees were

not largely ocultivaled, being growa olhiefly by smateurs for home consumption.
The best neetarines were Moorpark, Barton, Stanwick, Early Golden, Bredas,
Elruge, and verious ssedlings. ‘lost of these wore grown along the lake shore,
near Goderioh. A seedling hed been growing for several years inside the
prison wall at Goderieh. ThLe avricot ripened in July or Mmpust, snd was
econsidered o fine [ruit for preserviag,

The most popular varieties of quinoe were the Orange md Anglers,

which ylelded reguler erops, Not many growers were interested im the ocultivation
36
of the quince, however. In tho words of one Huron farmer, the quince was

e veritedble "outoast”: "The wayfering eow is not shunted off for browsin: on

»]
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37
the quines, nor the sohool=boy checked for whittling it up into switches."

Quinses sueceeded dest in clay loam which was tloroupghly drained and fertilized
with salt,

Melons. Wateremelons were grown by amateurs for home use, although there was
& resdy sale caused by looal demand. The most populer varisties were ‘Blaeck
Spanish, Goodwin's Imperial, and Mountain Sweet. lusk-melons were aelso grown

8
by smateurs; the best variety was Buhxog.

Grapes. In February, 1870, ir. Peter Adamson, secrstery of the Goderich

Horticultural Society, declared that all varieties of grapes, whose period

of ripening was not later than that of the Concord, grew well in that vieinity.
9

In 1871, two interesting lotterg. attesting to the exoellence of the area sbout

Goderiesh for grape-growing, sppesred in the "Weekly Glcbe". The first letter

was from "B", Grand Island:

"All slong the soast, from Goderich to Lyell Island, on the
east cosst of Lake Muron, are to be found the proper conditions for
grape~ and fruite-growing, and winee-msking, I em an Amerioan, and
have some knowledge of grapeegrowing, and it is my opinion that
this strip from Goderish to Lysll Island is the best seotion in
the wiole lake region, or for that matter, on the continent, for
growing rrapes; every acre there is worth thousands of dollars to
the prospective frultegrower ..... So far, for this distriet, the
best grepes are: Ive's Seedlin~, Delawsre, and Catewba,”

In the seccnd letter, J. Keller, of Lancaster (7 rie County, New York)
stated that he had deen informed by a German friend, a My, Uchaffer, thet the
enst cosst of Lake Huron, from Goderich to Southamnton, was the best region
in the continent for growing grapes for wineemaking. (lMr. Sohaffer, at that
time, was engeged in planting vineyards on the ens: ooast of Lalw ¥iochipan,)

By 1878, grapes were grown extensively in Huron, but fa:mers were

slow torealise the walue of this fruit, sand therefore often slackened in

pruning and eultivating their vines. There were no very large vineyerds:
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three acres oonstituted the largest sres of any Huron vineyards In ocultivating,
the vines were either grown in rows eizht feet apart, on trellises, or on
poles with pins driven through, so that they projeocted about fifteen to elghteen
inches on either side of the nole, Many fermers grew them alon: fences, on
gelvanised wire, At Goderich, the weather was so mild that vines were left
on the trellis all winter without denger of being killed, Two methods of
oultivetion were sdvocated by successiul growers: (1) alternative methods
the growing of ornes whick the following year would bear fruit; (2) renewal
method: the growin- of one or two nain or lateral omnes, from which canes
were trained or tied up on wires or slats: these were out back every fall to
one or two buds, whio. were to form next year's oano:? Various methods of
pruning were employed. Some cultivators grew two arms and some three, so that
ane could de cut out, and while two were bearing, a third was in the proocess
of ;rowin; out, Other ocultiwvators grew arms, and followed the renewal system
by csnes grown from these armﬁ Some pruned in fall, others in Marehe The
best fertilisers for grspe-growing were stable memure and wood ashes,

Del aware and Coneord grapes were considered the most profitadle
for market purposes. Mr, Stewmrt, of Godorioh, oultivated these wvarleties
on a large seale ss early as 1869, Dr. Snale, of liraxeter, ex,orinmented with
the Salem grape in 1874, Five years later, the Ontario Fruit Growers' Assoo-
fetion distributed srecimens of Burnet grape vines, which were found to
succoeed in EIII‘OI‘I.. Other wvarieties grown inoluded Yumelan, Hartlord Prolifie,
Creveling, Catawba, Niagars, Brighton, wilder, Clinton, Allan's Hybrid, Isebelle,
Rogers' Hos, 3, 4, 15, 19; Ives' Seedlinz, snd Armold's Brant. The best white
grepe wes Hiagu'e

The looal markets consumed most of the grapes prowm, slthough

quantities were shipped to Torento, London, and other Ontario points, The

sverare price ranged from six to ten cents per pound, wholesale. Not much wine
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was nanufasctured, exce-t that made by amatewrs for hame use. Clinton and

Crevelins grenes were oi'ten mixed to etl:er in winee-making,

Cherries. Cherries succeeded very well in Huron, and numerous varieties were
crown, The most popular were :lton, May Duke, Early Richmond, Black Tartsrian,
Kentish, ¥e Plus Ultra, Elkhorn, Yellow Spanish, Cleveland, Napoleon (the last
four are of the Bigearresu species), and severel seedlings. Tihe best cherries
for merket and preserving pursoses were Ne FPlua Ultra, & bright orimeon and
yellow Euron seedling, the Early Richmond, mad May Dukej Kentish oherries,

whieh had been cultiveted as early as 1869, were especially favoured for
prourving In 1880, Mr. Cherles Arnold, Paris, tested a seedling whioch had
been growing for some years alon- the banks of the Maitland River, near Goderioch,
This eherry grew all along the branches of the twig, end not on spurs as did
most cherries) it proved to be an excellent fruit for shlpplng Huron exported
sherries to eastern gounties, particularly Perth County, The home market
oonsumed most of the crop, at ‘rom six to ten cents per qunprt, The profit-

sbleness of shipning to kngland had not been examined by 1880.

Strawberries, Strawberries were grown over the whole Huron distriet by regular

growers for merket, and in emall garden plots for private oconsumption, The
most popular verieties were Villson's Albany, Triomphe de Gand, l'onarch of the
West, Sherpless, Green Prolific, Colonel Chensy, Charles Downing, Arnold's

Nos, 3 and 23, Crescent Seedling, Russell's Prolific, New Dominion, Cumberland
Triumph, and Jucund:.s For several years, Wilson's Albany was grown exclusively,
but Arnold's No. 23, Crescent Seedling, snd Colonel Cheney also proved to be
excellent "shippers”., Sharpless was not grown mush hefors 1878, but it rapidly
becsme a favourite, The »nrinesipal cultivators of strawberries in Huron County

were Mr., Fred Seegmiller, of Ooderich towmship, who hed eight sores, and
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Mr., John Stewart, Bemniller, who had three acres. Ia 1880, they reported
an averace yleld of 2,500 quarts per ncrﬁ kr. Latouzel, Cherrydale Farm,
imported plants of the Alton Pine from the Island of Jersey, but these did
not thrive, Mether Huron grower planted an acre of Triomphe de Gand, and
sold the erop losally, with gratifying n-ultﬁ

In cultivating strawberries, the grower plented vines in the spring,
in rows fifteen to twenty inches apart, ar potted them fron runners during
Agusts The bed had to be frequently ohanged, as strswberries feed from the
surfece soil only, The "row" system of strawberry culture wns adjudged by
Buron growers as more profitable than the "hill" systam, Af'ter two full erops,
the vines were usually renswed,

Strawderries found a reedy sale in looal towns nad villapes, altheugh
shirments were mede to Toronto, Stratford, and Mitchell, In fast, one Hurom
grower supplied most of the dealers in Stratford. Prioces fanged from six
%0 teu ocents per quart wi.olesale, and frou. ten to twelve oents retall; some-
times, for extra oarly fruit, twenty-five cents was obbaincg? Oskville was
regarded as the most prolific strawberry-growing area, and, by 1880, boasted

snnual shipments of 120,000 quarts.

Raspberries. Respberries were not cultivated to any large extent in Huron
County, owin; to the prevalense of large quantities of the wild fruit, Growers
in 1880 believed, hawever, that within a few years there would be a great
denand for them,and consequently, several sultivators were planting the best
nrietiog? Those which were tested in Hupon ineluded: Philedelphia, Antwerg}
Frensonia, Turner, Brinkle's Orange, Herstine, llighland Hardy, Brnrndywine,
Arnold's Diadem, Clark, Kirtlend, Cuthbert (red varieties); and Gregg, Doolittle,

Davison's Thornless, snd Ontario (bleck verieties). Philadelphia and Gregg
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were the best in their partioular groups, All thease s)ecimena prove. to be
ha.:"dy growers elon; the lake-shors region, The lammoth Cluster was slso a
prolifis bearer, One growsr near Seaforth planted a veriety sent ocut by the
Onterio Pruit Growers' Assoolatian, about 1875, but it spread too rapidly by
suscoring, end had to be pooted ocute Not much of the cultivated fruit found
its way to market, beoause wild raspberries sold so cheaply -~ at sbout sixty
cents to one dollar per natent pail, whioh oontained sbout twelve quarts,

The eultivation of raspberries on s larre commerctal scale was precluded by
the exportation of plants to the United Ststes, and Ly axcessive clearing of
dush-land and shrubbery,

Blackberries. Blackberries were grown mainly by mmateurs, who experimented

with seversl cultivated verieties, ineluding New Rochelle, Lawton, Wilson's
Early, and Kittatinny, sll of whieh proved to be hardy in the luron diltrhg..
0f these, the most populer was the Kittatinny, which bore well and regularly.
The supply was not equal to the demand, snd sold at ten and twelve cents per
quart reedily, ¥ild berries were largely sold on the home market. A wild

black berry, known as the thimbles~berry, was highly esteemed, both for eating,

53
preserving, md shipping,.

Gooseberries, GJooseberries were grown in large quantities, bLoth for domestle
uge snd for the loeal market, Several wvarietles, both domestle snd foreign,
were tested, with varied resultss the mein objection to imported wverieties,

eegs Frnglish specirmens, was that they tended to mildew bdadly., The favourite
varieties were Houghton's Seodlin;, Smith's Improved, mad Powning's Seedling,
which was teste’ by Dr, Smale, of VWroxeter, in 1874, on the adviee of the

Pruit Growers' Auoohtioﬁ'f Other varieties grown were Smith's White, Hedgehog,
and Crown Bob'.‘ The local market generally bought all orops, at & prise of
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from six to eight eents per quart,

Cranberries, A large suppl; of wild ersnberries was grown on marsh=lands in
Hurom, but in 1880, with the prospects of inoremsed drainege onerstions
throughout the sounty, the market would now demand a supply of fruit by
regular cultivetion, It wes suggested that the Msitland Flats nesr Coderich

would prove excellent for thias nurpose.

Currants, Red and white currants were grown lar;cly br amateurss blnek
eurrants, whieh were not a native of the district, wero cultivatod for the
losal market, as there was s great demand for them, The most popular red
and white currants were the Cherr: and the “hite Crepe, whieh sold at seven
end six eents per quart, respestively, Blaok iiaples and Lea's Prolifio,

highly esteemed blaock ourrants, brought from ten to twelve conts par quare'.'

REFORESTATION.

Reforestation did not beame seriously oonsidered in Huron Couvaty
until ebout 1877, when the CGoderieh town council insugurated the rovememt
by offering twenty-five oents for every shade tree plmted and succeasfully
grom for tihree yoarf? Ontario fermers had been urged by the ™ieekly Globe",
as early as 1872, to plant ornsmental shade tre-:s, in the interests of improving
the descla e appesrance of the oountrylidsf The question of tres plenting
was repidly eoming t. the fore in the Unlted States, in 1872, The provinse
of Quebec had bezun to consider it two years earlier, and even studied an
set to foster and regulate the planting of forest trees, but nothing was .

60
acoomplished in this respeot. Tree planting was very brisk in Guelph, in 1876,

Several feotors directed the attention of luronites to the importance

of planting fruite and forest-treos, during the late 'seventies, In the first
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pleos, the depletion of forests was beooning serious: less tlru 30 por ocent,
of the aree of the ocounty, or 369,519 mares, was covered with busheland,
(Consult tedle, p. 188). This ares was covered largely by maples, bessh, elm,
hemlook, basswood, birch, cherry, ironwood, buttermut, willow, and sumaocl,
with oceasional speeimens of oak, hickery, and ash; cedar and pine were scarce,
Several forest fires, in 1879 and 1880, destroyed much tinber, The shortsge
of firewood was becoming acute in some sections; in 1878, MHuronites paid $8,
per ocord for wood which, thirty years befors, would not hnve brought 71,26,
There was sn {.:crezsing demend for wood for the merufacturin; o. ships,
furniture, implements, railway ties, =ndi fences. Moreover, maple syrup and
rosin were beeoning more diffieult to prooure,

In the second place, western Ontario wna being surpassed as a
grein-growing srea by the Canadian western prairies: if this continued, it .
was spperent that the Ontario farmer would have to direct his efforts into
new ochammele, in order to depend upom sgriculture for a liwlihooa The most
logieal chamnels were frultegrowing, forestry, and dairying, Cenadien fruit «=
hardy md luseious == was becoming inereasingly popular in Great Britain
and the United States.

Fumercus trees were killed by cattle, whiesh rubbed thelyr necks
szaingt the dark, snd which trampled ve;etstion end the soil at the base of
the trees, thereby paeking the soell and preventing access of sunlight and
nozteurg! The feot that snimals, espeoially ocowa, wore ellowed to run at
large, was one reason why the offer of the Goderioh couneil to pay bonuses
to tres-planters failed to socomplish a great deal., Iic one took decided
steps to remedy the situation with respect to vegrant cattls, as the ory of
"the poor man's milk" was st onee raiug, Three large-scale plsating entere

prises were underteken during 187778, by ''r. J.M. Allan, Goderish, who planted



four hundre’ trees, & Wroxeter farmor, who get out morc than thros lundred
evergrsens, and 'r, MY, Attrill, Goderish, who ;lanted five hundred zrapew
vines in front of his rnidm”

It was urged in Buron County that the sgrioultural societies offer
prizes to induee fermers to protect thelr fams by planting shelter belisy
mnother sugrestion was to educate the younger gemsratiom proerly, in this
respect. Still snother suggestion wes that munieipalities should acoept, in
liep of taxes, a certain amount of readside tree-planting by proporty-mar:?
Universal axperlence indieated that grain-grops were protested aud dbenefitted
by a prover gerean of foreat treesy if this soreen was too wide or dense to
allow a free passege for air and sunlight, however, the erop was apt to be
injured. Tree soresns or belts not only broke the ‘orce of winds end frost,
but offered nestins~places for birds, md shade for livestock. FNorway spruse,
maple, and elm, provide” the best forest scroens,

The subjeet of forestry aprealed to the sesthetio, as well as to
the material, sense, Forests enhanced the sppearsnce of the frrm, and presented
more beautiful seensry than 4id barren landseapes. Orohards begmn to be plented
on a larce scale, sbout 1878, snd the inexperience of farmers in this phese
of husbandry was indioated esrly, ¥hen the majority of orcharda were set out,
the tendency wes to plent the trees in rows ¢oo olose tOgebhog? In several
ingtanees, oreha:ds were oftem negleoted, and pruning was done at randome
Larze limbhs were out out to admit s.nlight and alr, whereas if the tree was
trimmed reg.lerly from youth, thie system of "butshering" would be obviated,
Furon farmers gradually gained in experiense, however. One Uoderich fapmer,

following the prooedure of Yaine farmers, plented peecl: trees on the north

side of a fenoe, where they throve; previously, he reported, trees planted



on the south side were killed by rrocg’., Most Huron farmers were of the
opinion that the proper treatment of bearing orohards wns to seed down

the orchard in grass, and to muleh liberelly with barnyard mmurge this
treatment did not spply to very young trees, as grass choked them, Orafting
becsme quite @ommon in the late 'seventies, and letters from lluron farmers
secking information on grafting sppeared in the ™Weekly Glo 9? On the whole,
by 1881, BHuronites were taking better ¢-re of their orshards and trees, and,

when cutting firewood, made use of fallen timber as much ns possible.

S ¢ % 8 &k &% e
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CHA’TRR X

Interlude: & Chapter on Pests.

Throughout his days, the Huron farmer wra oonatantly pitted against
numerous enemlies, rernging from the mioroscoplo whert midie to tho depper,
loquasiocus treeegalesman., The weather with its over=doses of drou;ht, henat,
frost, and blight, also had a profound effect on the economie welfare of the
agrioulturist, A lotto}- written by e lluron farmer in 1868 conveys an idea
of the typiesl pro!lens which the farmer was called upon to solve:

"We have had a terridle dro.ght and heat, un to August

first, when we got sorne showers, The.early sown spring whert

will scarcely be worth sutting, being eompletely eaten ocut by

the midge ..¢¢. Peas are shrivelled up with the heat .....

fow can I guard against wild oatst"

Huron farmers were ever anxiocus to lenrn the identity of various insgeots,

in order to combat them successiully, and often forwarded specimens to the
offices of a;ricultural publications, In 1869, a Bayfield fnrmof- submitted

four specimens of harmful insests: a white grudb, wiich destroyed notatoes,

eorn, and strewberries; a "woolly bear” oaterpiller, which preyed on several
plants; a sawefly, which attacked ourrants end gooseberries; and a turnip-fly,
which was as destructive as it was common. The putg which osused grest

oconcern among Huron farmers, prior to the 'eighties, may be oclassified generally
as those whiel. weirs injuricus to grain, root, and vegetable orops; those which
harmed fruits weedsj birds; and fruit=trse peddlers.

Fron 1840 onward, wheat was afflisted by several enemies, inoluding
rust, mildew, the midge, 'essisn fly, grub, weevil, and grein aphis, The fall
wheat oro» in Canada West in 1842 suffered consideranhly from rust and mildew,
to the extent of one-~third the entire hamsg. Rust was especlelly deatruotive

]
in Huron during the 'forties and the lnte 'uventieg.



The midge was rn inseoct emaller than the mosquito, with an orsnge~
coloured body, slender legs, and transparent wings, whioh deposited its egrs
in the soft esr of whent during the few days when the plant wna in blossom,
It arrived 1. the province of Juebeo at about 1828, in some unthreshed wheat,
spread rapidly over the northorz and eastern states, and by the middle 'fiftles
reached the Ameriean wut? By 1852, it hed reached Belleville, and was held
reponsible for a deoline in yleld of from twenty=two to six bushels per acre
in several counties of Upper Cuudc.g From 1856 to 1858, the midge wns so
disastrous in Kent, Lemdton, and Middlr sex Co\mtio%? that farmers be-an to
consider seriously the eultivation of hemp instead of -m.%? In 1666, the
dmaage to wheat in Upper Canade was estimated at more than two million dollars.
During; the next four years, many farmers gave up wheat cultivation entirely,
Ruron County was seriously afflicted in 1883-6%’ as was most of the provinse,
and in 1868, spring wheat was “"completely eaten out by the midge!:? in South
Huron, fifty per oent, of the wheat, mmd in Horth luron, thirty-three per ocent.
of the wheat, was doctroyo%‘.i The midge attaocked fall whest principally, and
the most effeotive reredy was to sow the gresin early or late enough to awvoid
the brief period of the ingeot's depredations., I'or the most part, during
the 'seventies, the wheat nmidre's metivities in Huron County were not notioesbly
groats ,

The dessian fly, which attaoked the gtem of vhn%? beosme a scourge
in New York state and in seversl sooctions of Upper Canads durin; the early
"forties. The inseet first mede its appseranc. in Black Sea or Odessa wheat,

and for some years Canedian farmers were warned to refrain fyom planting

\4
this variety of whoai. The moat effective remedies inocluded the preparation

18
of the seec with a 1lime wash, and the nloughing under or burning, of stubble,
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As early as 1842, grube or oute=worms were noted in w'.ert-flelds
in the Huron dhtrio%? Exoerpts from letters written by "Ingquirer," of
Turnberry, in 1867-88, desoribe the ravages of these inseota. In his firast

20
letter, he wrote:
"In this county, and in two neighbouring aounties,

in 1866, spring wheat was an excellent oro», avers;ing

twenty=five to thirtyefive bushels per aere, ¢.... with

no appearance of grub ,.... But in 1866, spring wheat

was & failure: every crop was affeoted.”

21
In his next letter, "Inquirer"” described the grub, and sought to learn its
identity:
"When the wheat reached four or five inches in height,

1t began to wither and die ,.eee " little under the surface

the grud was found ,sses 1t was about an inch leng, with a

dark brown head,"”

22
The zrudb was belisved to e a species of outeworm, "Inquirer's"third letter
indioated that the cuteworm did not appear at all in 1867,

A species of weevil was often oconrused with the midge, but was not
a3

known in Upper Canada until a later date, at least not before 1868, This

24
weovil wes des-ructive to spring wheat in 1879, in the vieinity of Seaforth.

20

In 1862, the grain ephis, hitherto unknown, appeare! "in slmost every part
of the provines ¢.... [and] multiplied with extresordinary repidity, till
seees Overy standing stalk of grain was thickly studded with hundreds of
mumfﬁ thersby causing serious losses, During the fall o’ 1881, farmers
near Brussels reported their discovery of s strenge insect which ate the

stalks of red wheat, snd oaused the grain to present a red and unhealthy

87
sppearance, The depredation of these "enemies” of wheat were hailed by
many farmers as "blessings in disguise”, for, partly because of thenm,{armers
were oompelled to adopt mixed husbandry,
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Corn suffered from the attacks of a speoies of grub, as early as
1869, at 1...%? The peasbug, or pes=weevil, whioh apperred to have berun its
ravages in the southern counties and gredually penetrated north, did not asuse
serious demege in Huron County until 10723 In 1877, Mr, Dickeon of Tuckersmith,
received r prise for the best blssckeeyed Marrowfet peas st the provinoial
exi:ibition, but the pee~weevil ocsused his orop to fail so ecompletely in 1879,
that he did not sow one bushel of pens in 1888? The weevil onmused so much
dmage throughout the county, that steps were urged to devise a mesns of

termination, as peas were considerel a waluable stock-feod, and essential

in a suocessful system of orop rotntimsl} Nany farmers in Tuckersmith and
Hullett beran to plant ocorn and ertichokes extensively for stockwfeed, instesd
of the eustamary pousaf

A speoles of potato beetle was noted, in 1869, in the distriot
sbout Eramose (Wellington COunt-y’? In April, 1870, warnings bepen to be
sounded of the eastern march of the Colorsdo potsto beetls, whioh was graduslly
’upprouhi.ng the Greaet Lakes region. Three months later, the advance guard
of this ingect invaded Canada at two neints, == near Windsor, and at Point
Edward, near the so:thern extremity of Lake Hurusl.‘ An oditorian? in a May, 1871,
issue of the "Globe"” desoribes the advence of tie beetle into Fesex, Kent, and
Lembton Counties, By June, the boetle was found in man; segtions of western
Mﬁ two yesrs later it had resched ’rince Edward Count;a;., In 1872, in
London, "the beetls literally swarmed, end thousands were dally trodden down
on the sidewalics and strnta?g The potato bug ravaged duvon County, ns 1t

359
did other areas, especially cduring 1872«74, but b, 1875, it had somewhat abated,

G.H. Green, who spent several yerrs of his boyhood in Ashfield, humorously
40
desoribes his first sight of the pests "Father tried to kill it wit!. tobaseco

saoke, but the bug just rolled on ite back and played ‘possum,”" Despite the
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depredations of the insect in Buron in 1878, Olinton farmors pathered the

most bountiful harvest of potatoes ainpe the time of "the great rot‘.“ In 1878,
it was stated that potato bdugs 4id not appear to be as numerocus about Seaforth
as they hed formerly boo:.’ Meanwhile, the bug had reached the Ottaws walley,
b, 1876, and eventually errived in New Brunswiock by 1882-8%.'

Potato orops were so soverely afflioted that remedies wore desperstely
sought by thousands of f-mr:? In 1871, the "Canada Farmer" advocated the
planting of only s few potatoes, in a field thiokly surrounded by rows of
Indian corn, == possidbly in the hope that poteto Beetles were indolent oreatures
which disdeined t: seareh for threir l\mcg? Another mothg entailed hmnd=
plekin- and destroying the insects every day, =~ a process which was universally
edopted, with a fair measure of mocesf.' In Mgust, 1871, the “Caneéda Frrmer"
published an nrtlcg entitleds "The Potato r'est and Paris Green", written by
Viilliem Ssunders and L.B. Reed, who urged tre use of ’aris green in oombatting
the soco.rge. Paris green was used succesafully in Huron County, during the
following yurt’

The oonsiderable number of unsuccessful methods used in combatting
this pest prampted one witty farmer to tuhm?% an original formula:

"Mix ons gallon of prussic asid with three ounces of

dynamite; otir well, and adminster a tablespoonful every

hour and a half till the bup shows sirns of weakening,

Then stamp on him,"

During 1876«77, swindling salesmen travelled throughout Huron County, selling
a "suresgure” for potato bugsi in a senled nackamge, which was not to be opened
for a eertain perioed of time, were two blocks of wood, ench of which oontaineo
sepurste inseriptions, vig.t "Place the bestle on this dlock,” and "Swes him
with this emel"™ DBy 1880, the potsto dur was "no longer looked upon as a
formideble enemy, in the face of more destruotive ones,” in Huron's fruit

erohards, Seversl farmers olaimed that benefit was derived from the inseot,
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whioch provided food for poultr;}

The cabbege butterfly, Eurcpesn in origin, was first noted in
Mericr in the neighbourhood of Yuedbec i ity, at about 1853? It sprend south
and weet, resching New Hampshire, by 1865, New York State, by 1869, Virginias,
by 1873, and Port Eope (Durhem County), dy 1013-72? A lattsoi written from
Goderich, in 1878, desoribed the depredations of the oabbare worm, which had
destroyed mush of the orop in thet distriot during the previnsus yerr., Two
yoars leter, the inseot weas not as harmful ss it had been. The most effective
renedy was to pour hot wrter over the eabbage-heads.

The turnip-fly was common in Huron during the 'sixtles, and was
destruetive for several years; it was discovered that earlyesown turnips
were most susoeptidle to the fly's .tt-wog? Ants were occasionally destruotive
in Iurons in 1672, Peter Cooper settled in Tuckersmith, nenr the eleventh
eonocessions his log=house bes-ms so ovorrun by ents tha‘ he and his femily
were sompelled to build enother home oluvhorgg iIn 1873, grasshoppers were
exgeedingly mumerous in the county, demaging hny-orogz, but the teryrible
losust playue of 1874 in the Canedisn and American west did not reaeh Ontu'ig?
In 1880, anions were severely sfflicted by grubs, but appliocations of lime
and gsalt were effeotive in destreoyin; them.

Tre ravares of ingests and funzi were alao felt to a considerable
extent in Huron's orehards. Various species of grubs, osterpillars, end flies
troubled the gsunty's fruitegrowers from 1840 marg? In 1870, frult=trees
suffered from the faveges of miee, and farmers lost from £fifty to seventy-
five per cent, of their trees. A remedy submitted by "J.L.", of Rogerville,
was to erect a ocne of eerth sbove the snow, as the ise comltted their

60
dsmage by burrowing under the snow, In 1871, a species of amall, redeshelled,

Black-spotted bestle wes found to infest many of the frultetrees in the Huron
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dhtrieg} At Goderioh, in 1871, e Mr, Van Wagener de onstrated an inseotw
destroying instrument, in whiol e rotary fan orected a wind, which dusted
sulphur, hellebore, and other powders on safflioted troog? The invention. of
an apple~worm trsp, et about this time, by Thomas Weir, of Lacon, Illinois,
indiostes how Ameriocsn farmers were sinilarly taxed to sesk remedies to
protect rmng In 1877«78, a mixture of salt and ashes was used succesafully
in Huron orshards to desctroy noxious 1n“et§f In June, 1877, osterpillars
were umusually harmful eround Exeter, aid it was feared tha. the fruit crop
would be a total 1«2? A this time, s .ir. Searls, of Clinton, invented a
eomtrivanee for removing ssterpillars’ ogggg During the surmer of 1878,

"a gentleman in Clinton offered sowe children & cent

2 plece for caterpillars nicke? off his trees: they quiokly

secured six hundred, when he told them he would h:x’ to reduce

the premium to half s oent, ad they struck work.

The chief enemies of the apple were the codlin worm, tant oaterpillar,
and blight, %hile the codlin wornm beoame '.ore and more »revalent évory yonr,
the tent eaterpillar wee troudblesome only durin- the years 1377-¥8, There
were two remedies for the wormi meny growers preferred to build fires under
the trees during dlossem«time, thus attrsoting the moths into the {lemeoss
other growers tied stri s of oloth around the trees in order to collest the
lerves. The remedy for the caterpillar was to destroy the tents early in
the semson, In 1878, tlere appesred in the vicinity of Serforth an insoet
which threatened to destroy the apple bude: this inseot was belleved to be
the leaferoller, which had already proved to he destructive around Toron‘bg?
Twiz dlight attecked the Keswick Codlin, Rhode Islend Greenin;, mnd Transcend~

ant Crad, more than any other varieties, and wns not considered s serious

impediment to suscessful qaplo-growlng
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Pesr blight appesred in Huron at asbo ¢ 1177, »nd by 1880 4t was
quite oormmon, in many instsnees destroyins the wholse treZ? The two most
offeotive re-edies were pruning and ¢the ndspliostion of .inseed o'l es n washi
the 0il loosened the dark, and permitted the unrestricted oiroulation of the
sap, At Goderich, growers who tried the latter remedy r: rorted that t'eir
efforts were suoccessful. Several farmers mulched their trees lightly in aummer
end heavily in winter, to prevent the frost fro: harming the roots; orchards
in whioch this method was jra:tised were seldon affected by blighte The bark
of some varieties of peer-trees (e.g., ‘lemish Beauty) was subjeot to spotting
and orseking. 3orers were not common i+ Huron by 1830, although slugs ceused
sone damage, The slu- was successfully combatted dy dusting the trees with
comnon dust, plaster, lime, or dry es:.es.

The cultivetion of the plum was not oconsidered profitable in Huron
after 1873, owin- to the ravages of the curculio, black knot, and rot. Nany
growers were so discouraged st the lack of effectual remedies to control the
cureulio «» "the little Turk™ of Huron orchards « which first a enred at
about 1874, tha: they were cuttiing their plumetrees to the ground, in 1881}
During t.e first years of its s eerance, the curculio wes regarded nore as
s benefit than a drawback, because, formerly, the erops wore so heavy that
thoy caused the branches to dbresk, The curculio, by its ravages, relieved
this "aiffieulty”, dut by 1880, "he took the whole orop".

Humerous remedies were applied in order to subdue this pest, notsbly
the tedioua one of "jarring the trees”, from blossam~time until two or three
weeks later, and oatching the insescts on oloth which had been spresd on the
ground, A Hamilton fruitegrower,,in his efforts to oombat the insect, arose
st deam, "for then his [the mullo‘a\] wings and joints are stiff", and by
dint of striking each tree with s mallet Weought down the bestles snd diseased

2
fruit, whieh were csught in shests md destroyed:



"Under the power of such e storm, after the first Jew mornings,
the enemies' numbers grow small and by degrees beautifully less,
until at length the war ory of the last 'Mohezan' sounds s solemn
dirge in the dewy nméen,"
A more ingenicus fermer, after draping sheets beneath his trees, placed among
the branshes ssucers sontaining lime and sulphurie ascid, "the fumes of which
brought down all kinds of oreeping things, among which were sameo ouroullozf
In 1869, e device appesred on the market in the form of a “eatcher”, shaped
1like a modern lito-nozt which proved more effective than sheets, A similar
form of surculio=catcher was deviged in 1872 by Dr. Mull, of the Alton (Peel
Ceunty) Horticultural Souet;f By this method, 275 trees could be gone over
within ' one hour, /inother remedy wes to injeet solutions of corrosive sudblimate
in%o the trunks of the u-..!? 8alt, when used in largze quantities, had some
effeet on the oureulio, but Nme hed no effect whatever, Ueny farmers allowed
their swine to run sbout in the orsherds end eat the diceened and fallen fruit,
o= a practice which oontributed somewhat towards holding the pest in oheok.rr
In 1870, the Ontario Fruit GCrowers' Assooliation established a bounty of ten
¢ollers per thousand on curculios, whisch were to be ferwarded for examinetiom
to Willian Saunders at Londozg

Blask kmot, propsgated largely via Huror seedlings, wrs quite cormon
sfter 1874, but it was not reogaréed as formidable, as 1t oould be rensomsbly
soatrolled by outting, There wrs considerable a itatlon in gome parts of the
province for legislation to deal with blaok knot, whioh wns beconin; a serious
monsece in severel localities., In this oonnestion, 1t should e memtioned,
both bleok knot and the cureulio hed been seriocuve nroblems in Lambton County
a3 early as 1869, five years before they mede their appearanse in Huron Coumty.
In 1869=70, rot sppesred ia plums in the Goderioh distriot, and threatened to

spresd. kr. Z.M. Ross, of Uoderish, who was a direator of the Fruit Growers®
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Association, took up the matter at the annual meeting in Ostober, 1870, but
nothing was donZ? From 1876 to 1880, the rot was wvery destruotive in Huron,
shiefly bessuse no suasssssful remedy w-s found. Some persons sontended that
rot was sn atmospheric fun:us, others thet it resulted from the atin; of the
curouligg
In 1867«68, the “Canada Farmer" listed twenty-ons inseots whish were

injuricus to grajes, but until 1871, there were only a few of these pests
which engendered gre<t alarm., The most des:ruative enemy of the srape wes
mnildew, whish prevailed in areas where drainare sud oultivation wers defieient.
Anplieations of powdered sulphur, b means of Van Wegener's patented "sulphur
blower”, proved %o bde the best remedy. In eombatting thripas or grape-vine
"tree~-hovpers”, the omly effective remedy was to carry a torech near the vines,
et nights the thrips flew into the flame and were dostroynsz' Ti.e grepesvine
louse, already oonsidered = serious vnest in lurope, mede its aspeermnce in
Onterio in 18?2 kost'hsmod seversl varieties of the fruit, such as Delsware,
md improved others, suck ss Arnold's Brant, Orade rot made ites first appeare
snoe in Huron County in 1879, when it attaeked Rogers' ﬁybmg? Vhite grapes
ware affected by doring worms.
R Ons of the mos: destructive enemies of ourrants was the currsnte
worn, In May, 1869, a Clinton farmer desoribed, in = lcttg: to the "Canade
Farmer®, Low he deanlt wit! the surrant«bush onterpillar: "I dig out the esarth
around the bushes to a deptl: of two or three 110168 .eeee I linve tried
hellebores but I f£ind that tris destroys only thoee [osterpillars] on the
Bhugh, and doesn’t toueh the egzs in the earth.” The "Canada 'Fm". however,
asgerted that this method wes not very effeotive, as the caterpillar's eprs

were not laid in the earth; what the Clintun farmer had thourht were errs were



the pupae of the saw-fly eater-illar. Thus the ssw-fly made its first
sppearance in Huron, in 1869, and proved to be even more denaging than
the wrrant-wo:%.’ The most effesctive remedies were white hellebore, dry
ashes, and lime,

The remaining verieties of Huron County's fruit were affeoted in
a lesser derree by the rava-es of inseots and other "ohildren of nature”,
Peaghes, as late se 1830, were free fron "yellows", a destructive pesch disease,
which hed been vartigulaerly harmful in the Niagara diatriogf The oureulio
and borer were not very destruetive to Huron's peaches, but the sursulio
affected both apricots and necterines, while the apricot's most serious
eneny wrs the borcg! The chief enemies of “he cherry were robins, blue=-
flies, funpgus rot, leafeslugs, and grubs; the ourculio was not very destruetive,
Gooseberries, especially im .orted varieties, tended to mildew badly. The
most effective remedies for mildew were ap lieations of sulphur, a rmleh of
soft hay, or boards plased under the bushes to decrease damness.

Several sgeneies combined to wa-e successful opposition against the
depredations of these pests, First and foremost were the farmer's own initietive,
ingemiity, snd perseversncej and closely linked with the operations of the
farmer was +he work of ~hs Entomologleal Sosiety, which was formed at Toronto
in 1863, Information concerning remedial measures against insegts and weeds
was constantly disseminated via sgricultural journsls and the "Canadian
Entemologist”, whieh first appeare in 1368,

Vieeds were desoribed by one Huronite as "eminently prolific species
of spontanecus productions that appear with a degree of certainty and repularity
in many sections of the province”, In 1880, the principal mgg in Huron
County inoluded the Cansde thistle, fox~tail, oocuchw;rass, ox-eye daisy, wild

mustard, end rag-weed. The thistle was little imown in Upper Canadas, even
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by 1853? and the first mention of it im Huron County oocurs in 1866, when
Buokland .tatogg in referense to his visit to that di.triot: "I heard meny
com»laints of the recent introduotion and spread of the Canada thiestle,"”
Thistles were reported in 1368 to have infeoted many of the townsiips neigh=
bouring on Howlek, and had proved so destruotive in other >mrts of the
provinee that le;islation had been nagsed to curdb it, In 1865, the Canada
Thistle Bill provided for the appointment of highway overseers to destroy
the '003} and subsequently a second statute was passsd, whereby farmers who
allowed thistles to run to seed on their property were to be lined four dollars
and ome Frequently, farmers turned out "en masse", ~- for example, 4in
Tuskersmith, in August, 1878, == in order to eut the thistles and weeds whiech
infeated the rowdudogf Four years later, it was oamplained that the Canada
Thistle Aot was s "dead letter”, in Goderieh, Hullett, and Tuckeramith towne
shins, which contasined prolific erops of the mﬁf Nany farmers held the
opinion expressed by one Huronite to the Agricultural cOmiuiog? “I don't
think the lew for trelr destruotion is partiocularly efficacious.™

Canada wild osts, whieh apperred in iuron at sbout 1868, also
presented o diffieult problems This plait was first noted near tratford,
and was believed to have been brought into Ontario by German uttlor2? From
1868 to 1880, there wes a rapid propagation of other weeds in wvarious sections
"of the provimes, snd ohug'.' sow-thistles, dooks, mustardweed, rsgweed, ox-eye
daisies, end mulleins reisned supreme in deserted fields and along roadsidogf
The Onterio OGrange advised the pgoveriment to make ean effort to eombat them,
with the result that, in 1884, the Noxioua Veede Act wnas passe’, This set
listed noxious weeds end plent diseases (e.g. black Imot and "yellows") to be

destroyed, snd advised township asouneils, following application by fifty
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or more ratepayers, to sppoint an inspeetor of noxious weadgg

Blackbirds and robins were destruotive to fruit orops, even as they
had been in the errly days of settlement. Durin: the ‘sixties, an additional
"bird of prey" aopeared on the scene: Colonel Rhodes of Quebss City, introduced
e oolony of English sparrows for the purpose of destroyin: insects. In 1870,
two Ontariens followed his exsmple, b:t the s arrow was oasily aseclimatiged,
and "by 1874, the wails of the sufferin; farmers were already asoending in
ineressing 'rolu.my.,Q English evarrows appeared in the area about Teronte
in 1878, and neer Goderioh in 18%% A goolety was formed nt S~=fopth in
1878 ¢to promote the proper protestion of insectivorous birdlg?

From the date of the 7irst agricultural fair, &t which "vendors
and seeee Whiskey sellers had their ntnn}?‘ the Huron farmer wrs congtantly
vietimigec by other Uonemies," to wit, ewindlers, dupes, and "fakers." The
sounty bumpkin was looked upon as the ideal patronof all wheels of for 1?’
Throughout the remainder of the century, nefariocus schemes were devised to
defraud the farmer in prastically every bransh of agriculture. PFerhaps the
worst enemy encountered by farmers was the swindling fruitetree peddler, whose
influence was s major festor in the retardetion of the development of hortie
oulture in seversl parts of Canads, The outbresk of the Civil Far removed
the so: trern stetes as; a potential market for the "ertificially foreed shrudbs
and oast~offs of established nurseries” in the northern states, whioch had
s0ld in good faith to socuthern farmers. Tree aala-fnon ssoordingly be an to
direct their efforts towards Cm-}g? during the early ‘sixties, and by means
of their "pioture bocks" and "high pressure sales talks" werc easily sble
to take advantege of gullible farmers, These jeddlers have besn aptly
deseribed by Mr. Allan, of the Goderieh lartiocultural Soolety:
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"(The fruit-tree peddler is) the genuine welking vooabulary,
who oarries a plate book or jar of fruit, as well as a winning
snile, & glib tongue, and usually represents some bogus nursery
or tree brokers advertising themselves as nursery men. 1.6 have

{ frequent vigits from these gentry in Huron eeeee S0 far as I

have been able to dlscover, these :!aqdlos are all perpetrated

by agents who represent American firms .e.... fihich] in Rochester

are ocalled 'one horse nurseries' ..... These 'small fry' generally

change the name of their nursery and proprietors every two or three
yeara, "

The distrust in fruitegrowin-: that followed the influx of these
peddlers csused meny Canadiwn farmers to buesome relustunt to forsske wheat=
growings for instence, there were no orchards, nor sny interest in them, to

109
be found in Glengarry County, as late &s 1878. It was noticed by the Cormittee
on Fruit at the fall shows in Huron County, in 1872, that the nemes of numerous
specimens had been erroneously appended -= s oundition which wans rightfully
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attributed to the misrepresentations of nursery-men, Five years later, a
local tree~agent at Goderieh becsme incensed at the Goderich Horticulturmal
Society, whieh he accused of being an agent for nurseries, The society
admitted theat it advertised for both Canadian and American nurseries, but
declared that it forwarded orders only at the request of farmers.

Apple~trees s0ld by swindlers were invariably root-grafted; in
August, 1879, the Goderich "Signal” rejorted that "the latest sell is from
two tree agents, who are selling apple-trees at forty cents each, said to

1l
be free of every inseot that affliets the npnlo.; Pear~-trees, budded on the
stook, were entirely unsuited to the Canadian climate. Plum-trees were usually
budded on the peach stock, beoause thls was the chespest end sasiest method
to nurse them to small trees; in this way, trees would be ready for snle

within two years. It wns declared in 1861 that "all the imported plums [were]

dying all over ths country,™ but this state of affairs did not affect Huron



County, whioch wes in the early stages of plum cultivabtion. Ornamental trees,
suc™ ag arbores vitae and balsem firs, were otten taken from Canada to the
United States, nursed, and resold to Canadians, Tulil, trees, procurable at
loeal Canedien nurseries et from 25 to 50 eents, were sold by peddlers at $2,
Roge=bushes whioh the arent of the firm of Stone and Wellington sold at $1
eash, at Goderish, eould be purchased from Alex Wateson, a looal denler, at
ocne~half thet prl%%.’ Durin- 1879, salesmen sold rrape=vines at $1,60 and
$2 eash, which the Goderich llorticultural Society waa ospsble of supplying
for 30 and 50 eents rcaneotivtg. The cherry-trees which were sold were
schiefly of the Bigarreaux variety, and were not entirely suited to the
Canadisn onmngt although they succeeded in the Huron area, Peddlers sold
Lawton blaskberries at from 60 cents to $1 per speoimen, which esould be
ocbtained from Canadisn nurserymen at an average cost of '8 per hundred,
A gooseberry bush, nmmed "Highland Lassie,” for whioh one Huronite paid §8,
turned out to dbe a Downing, whioh could be purchssed for 5 to 10 cents.
Mother notable exemple of swindlers' estivities is the reeeipt by an agent
in Buron County of several opders for Besuty of Hebron potatoes, at $1 per
pound, which the Goderish market oould have supplied at §1 per bushell
Swindling was not eonfined to the realms of fruide and vegetable-
growing, It was mﬁg by a Buronite that in 1875 there were "more sleek
horse traders lurking about t'e country than there were milch cows feeding
from the meedows.™ During the fall of 1876, agents offered to Hurehase all
the butter thet farmers could supply, at fifty eents per nound, eocording to

eontracts to be eompleted within a fortnisht, A few days later, a drove of

miloh cows would appear in the vieinity, and farmers would vie with one another

in purchasing them, usually at ridieculously hi h nrices., Following this

enterprise, nothing more would be seen or heard of the agents aud the proposed



‘oontrut?.‘g In Desamber, 1877, a Winghem farmer, wi.) wns apprehended in
the ast of selling "bogus honey" was severely udmonishm Two months later,
ssverel ewindling sgents in Huron were engarged in selling new femning mills
ot exorbitant pwrices, on the pretext cof purchasing the farmers! old mills
an generous mﬂf In Hareh, 1879, a North Huronite wra tricked by an agent
into buying a nonwexistent lot for forty dolh}%.e Several months later,
eattle thieves were active in Stephen tmhh'; In Februery, 1880, the
"latest dodge” oonsighed of the sale to farmers of a “receint,” for 281, by
whieh they could manufecture their own cosl 01l at n cost of wight cents per
g1

Duping the ensuing desade, fraudulent prastices multiplied, and
ineluded the extraction from farmers of promissory notes for seeds, agri-
oultural implemsnts, lightning rods, and other necessary farm equipment,
The practices of fruitetree swindlers were nullified, to a great extent, by
the influence of the Ontario Fruit Growers' Asscoistion, which, by the
distribution of sselinated trees end plants dispelled the notian that all
goed fruit trees were "fated to die young,” snd thus served to overcome the
disillusion ceessioned by the invasion of the "Yankee tree peddlers.”
Mgricultural journals constantly pudblished warnings apainst every type of
swindle, and eontributed to the maintenance of alertnesc on the part of

the famers,
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CUAPTER XI

The Donloggcnt of Livestook.

Stosk=raleing did not form one of the vital industries among the
farmers of Upper Canade until the lste ‘gixtles, although there was a oonsideradble
pumber of importers and broodor* prier to that time., Ffforts were made in the
oarly 'fifties to lminsh a orusade in the direction of general stoek-raising,
but these attempts were nrecluded by concentiration on wheate-growing, and by
exoessive import retes. The following figures, culled from an ulverthuun:
of November, 1885, indicate the costs entailed in the importation of a single
snimel, exclusive of the sstusl purchase price: the comission charge was, on
the sale of a horse, $80; of e dull or cow, 2603 and of a ram, owe, or 1ir, $30;
the expense of keep, from the time of purchase until the time of embharkation,
was, for a rorse, $166; for a bdull or ocow, .130; and for a ram, ewe, or pig, $40;
the expense of keep and travel across the Atlmtio Osean (for an estimated forty
days) wes, for a horse, $170; for s bull or oow, $130; and for « rem, ewe, or nig,
$333 the duty on animals (tn 1868) was, for a horse, 3163 for a bull or aow, $103
for a ram or ewe, {13 and for a pig, ’Zf

It is evident, from a study of t:ese exorbitant costs, that the small
farmer wes prac<ioally prohibited from obtaining pure=bred stoek, The solutien
was to be found either in the sgrioultural looiotlo-f whioh introduced pedigreed
aninals, or in private groups of individuals, who clubi:ed together and bought
pure-bred enimels, or in the purchsse of the services of stoock owned by private
'hr«dorcf The third method was expensive, entsiling as it did the costs of
transpartstion, and special feed, but it sontributed more to the success of

é
gtoskebdreeding than did the other two methods,
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Feetors which contributed to the ra-id develo ment of the livestoek
industry after 1865 included th: resiprocl:y treaty, the Mmerioan Civil %ar,
the increasing demands of urban ocen res in Canada (as ln+e as 1857, the ocities
of Upper Cenrde hed been largely denendent upon the western states for their
supplies of beef and mutton), the growing use of agrioultural mashinery, the
wostward movement of wheat produotion, the pro-lem of soll exhaustion, snd the

dewlopnent of dairying,

CATTLE. During the first half of the century, eattle supported a wave of
settlenent, by facilitating the working of the lend, and by ylelding a valuasble
supply of food to the pioneers., Cattle were able to subsist in virgin grass
aress, were useful for purposes of transportation, and could he easily drivem
to market., After the turn of the century, the need for eattle was increcsed
by various demands: (1) for fat, or beel, eattls, preferahly Durham Shorthornj
(2) for dairy eattle, prefera. ly Ayrehire and Sharthorns (3) for cows to sult
private families and creemeries, e.g., Jerseys; and (4) for eattle to satisfy
the Mmeriean end Canadien demand for extensive raneh grasing, e.g. l'ereford,
Aberdeen Poll, and Galloway,

The factors whioch contributed to the develomment of oattle=ralsging
in Upper Canada ineluded: the sotivity of prominemt looal breeders; goverment
eneouragement, via flil'l‘.' sgrioultural sociezies, and the dissemination of
information; the growth of dairying and cheese factories, which among other
sontributions, brought sbout improved methods of housing, by recamending warm,
dry, ventilated stables; improvement in fodder: root eropas and clovers begen
t0 be sown on an inoressed urngo? and new mechanical aids, sush as strow
sutters and steamers, were being used in the preparation of feedj the ingress
of Mmsricsn buyers, after 1870; the im.osition, in 1878, of a British embargo

on American eattle, which provided s great stinulus to Canadisn tradej the



develoment of methods of trans ortations a.4 the increasin;: urban demand for
beats

trior to the development of the livestoek industry, s low grade of
oeattles had proved sstisfastory to the farmerst the breed or oattle which was
most commanly found in Upper Canada was known as "Canada oattlo,” and was
evidently the degensrated offepring of the earliest eattle whioch had been
drought into the eountry. Many of these catile survived the severe winters
"with hips a man xnight hang his hat upon, the ribs bare, and the deep furrow
of poverty down the thigh," and es a result, often ylelded "only the skin to
the cv'nu'}9 The ;nttlo which gradually attracted the attention of Canadian
farmers ineluded Durham Shorthorn, Galloway, Ayrshirs, Guernsey, Jersey, Holstein
Friesian, BHereford, Devon, Aberdeen, and ’olled Angus. Durham shorthorns were
first imported into Caneda in 1828-26, by the 3oard of Agriculture of New Bruns-
‘h}} which eonsidered then to be an excellent "duslepurpose" csttle. A number
of inde endent farmers in Upper Canada imported pure-bred spscinmens at about
this time, but the first significant importation was not made until 18:3, when
an Englishman drought six heifers and two bulls to Guelph, and gold them to
Johm Howitt, After 1835, impertations gradually hmenuo}? and Durhems beosme
fairly eammon in various parts of the province, Adsn Fergusson, of Vioodhill
(Pesl County) was perhaps the foremost breeder of Durhwm stock at the turn of
the oontur}! The first Durham eattle in Buron County were in'roduced in 1842,
while the first Durhems in ’erth County were brought in by Villiam Laing, in 1859,
Galloway eattle were introduced into Canada at about 1862=541 '.!'. Grahem, of
Vaughan (Lineolm County), is believed to have been the first imoorter of them
from Orest Brim}: Galloway, as well as Devon, oattle beoans fairly common
in Huron by the 'sixtlies, Althouzh Ayrshies had been im-orted sinee the

eighteenth century, there were few of then in Canada before 18503 they were



not extensively imported until the 'lmntie}? Guernsey and Jersey cattle were
galning inoremsed favour in Canada and the United States, by 187%? although
1imited importations were made until the 'eighties, at which time Holatein Priesiang
began %o appesr. In 1881, the Agzrisultural Commission, following its Ainvess
tigetions, eoncluded that the most suitable breeds for Untrnrio were the Hereford
and ’olled Angus, followed by Devon, Galloway, Ayrshire, llolstoi.rli? and Shorthorn.
In 1842, there were 563,200 neat oattle in Upper Caneda; six years
later, there were 565,800, of which 21,463 wareinthe Huron Distriocts of these,
Goderieh township eontained 140 yoke of oxen, 500 sows, and 1000 young oattl%?
In 1850, Huron County oontained 12,796 head of uttl%? at this time, the priee
of oxen was about B10 to El5 per yoke, and of ocows, 2, 10s. to ES per headz?
During the early *fifties, there was a decline in the produstion of fst oattle
in Rurem, owing to the failure of the turnipwerop, and the resultant high eost
of l‘touk-fux.1 Several Huronitgg began to purchase pure~bred aniimsle, however,
snd to sell their wervises. Cvidense of the larpge scale of Lreeding condusted
in & small erea is indicated in an sdvertisement (May, 1871) of R,H, Carmochan,
of Seaforth, who wished to sell a Durhem thoroughbred bull, sged three years,
because it was "600 near e kin to his own an? other s ock In *he «3mmun1ty?§
During 1874=78, thers was an ajyarent laxity of intervst in the
production of Durhams in furon. It wes expressed in South lluron, in 1875, that
dairying interests warranted the introduction of a few thorough'red Ayrshire
bulls, as there was "little doubt that the Ayrshire (was] ehead of the Durhsm
for milking purposes, as the Durhsm {[wes] superior for bee ?ﬁ A number of
Buronites, sscordingly,obtained Ayrshires, by 1877, although ocertain prominent
breeders, for exsmple, Jsmes Dickson, of Tuckersmith, helieved that the Durhsm

was the best animal to raise, snd that it was "a mistnke to ;ive a large emount of

26
prises, st exhibitions, for Devons, Herefords, and Galloways." Dickson pointed



Teble: Livestook Production in Huron, 1850-18803

TOWNCHIP Cattle llorses lHogs Sheep ?i;l

Teso 1980 YKo 1800 B G G 550 1850 580
Ashfiald 515 3801 11 1206 170 1604 341 3996 023
(B1radulph 494 1814 66 815 34¢ 889 c38 2494 1666)
Colborne 988 2325 BY 783 524 712 042 2199 1803
Goderieh 2462 3384 380 1328 1669 913 2r52 4368 6867
Grey - 5219 - 1638 - 1223 - 425 -
Hay 49° 3712 51 139 191 845 246 2968 740
Eowlck - 4731 - 1646 - 1665 - 4734 -
Fullett 507 4010 40 1579 250 1253 336 8650 825
[McGillivray 997  441¢ 181 1809 TI0 1433 1218 4316 3223]
¥oKillop 802 4483 85 1493 446 1030 568  34x1 1536
iorris - 3686 - 1201 - 1007 - 4164 -
standey 1708 2637 169 1211 800 955 1328 3997 3831
“bephen 585 1683 43 1149 318 9€3 439 2776 960
Tuckeorsmith 191 4373 212 1414 768 814 11’5  3E08 3857
Turnterry - 2483 - 24563 - 717 - 634 -
Csbor e 96. 2740 Tu 1324 458 535 Go6 3637 2050
v awanosh 894 5852 5 1724 157 1805 160 5338 366
TOTALS s 12,796 55,526 1,362 21,441 6,327 16,998 9,966 53,633 8, 689

notes Totels for 1850 include figures for Riddulph and MoGillivray;

totals for 1880 exclude figures for these two townships.

* - Fi, ures for wool production,

1880, unavailable.

*¥ee



out theat Durhems were prefereble to Herefords, because they surpassed lerefords,
until the age of three years, and early maturity was desired ' most farmers,
Diokson, however, had not tested Ayrahipes for milking purposea, although he
hed in his herd of Shorthorns (whish were partly “ates, partl; Booths, and partly
a mixture of both) three thoroug :breds wiich were "deep milkers," In Lis opiniom,
the first oross from a good native sow would produce an aninal which would be
highly popular in the Engligh mu-kog?

The improvement of oattle-brecdin:; was hastened by the activities
of oattle fairs, county livestock associations, loocal snd provineial exhibitions,
and improved methods of caring for stook., During the early 'fifties, the
provinclal Board of Agriculturc eontributed to the lowering of freight and stesm-
ship rates for the importation of purebred livor%oclf.' Cattle fnixz'g wore held
s early as 1670 in Huron County, in several of the lar-er to'ms, including
Sonrortﬁ? Clinton, and -inghmm, In March, 1878, the Huron County Livestoock
Asgociation svponsored its first spring sale of livestock, a sale confined
strietly to thoroughbred snd imsroved stock. Enough entries were sutmitted
at this eale to warrant the issuing by the associstion of a eatalogue, which
would edvertise Huron ssttle extensively in Canadaand in the northern and
western ttntoi? At the South Huron agrisultural fair, held at Brucefleld in
1878, twelve thoroughbred bulls and two Ayrshires of merit were ozhibitoi}
At London's Viestern Fair, in Ootover, 1879, many thoroughbred spescimens were
shown) '. Snell and sons, of Clinton, wers tie foremost exhibitors, while
WeJds Biggins, also of Clinton, snd R, Hawley, of Goderioh, showed some rine
mi.malgf

By 1880, the housing end oare of livestook had vastly improved in
Hugon County, although other seotions of the provinse remained backward in this
nup'ct.' Large warm, ventilated “arns were in evidenoce in Huron, although very

few farmers conduoted lerge :ayms for experimentsl purposes. During the
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‘seventies, several towns and willegos (e.g. Clinton, in June, 1878) passed
by=laws to prevent horses, sheep, and pige from roaming «. lerge. Little or

no restraint was placed upon sattle, however, whioh woere sllowed to wander atiout
wmalested, even as late as 1883? The practice of dehorning oattle was introduced
into Canada from Illinois in 1888,

In feeding ocattle, many Huron farmers employsd the soilin; system,
or the feeding of cattle in the barn, with food out during the summer, The
sdvantages aceruing from this system, which was adapted to loonlities where
land was expensive and labour was cheap, wero two=folds there wns an immense
saving in land, feneing, and food; and the catile ylelded a better quelity of
milk and m-n.urgg In Pebruary, 1870, s Bayfield farmer demribgg a method of
stesming food for sioek, Oll-esake was manufsotured at Preston, ‘oodstook,
Teronto, and Montreal, during the 'sixties, aid was marketed at 232 per togz
but was shipped mostly to England, beesuse "Canadian farmers (would] not teke
sdvantage of its fattening quautiol?! James Dickson, of Tuckerasmith, fed his
esttle with eil=cake, peas, oom nng? snd root orops. In the summer-tine, he
preferred a mixture of oats and pessj during the winter, he prepared stook-feed
twise weekly, by edding a quantity of dried meal to s mixture of straw, hay,
pulped twrnips, and bran, which had been allowed to ferment, Dickson fed hig
grede calves from o Hail, with milk and boiled linseed; thoroughbred calves
were allowed to suek, snd received s mixture of corn, oats, snd barley meal
thriece daily, together with a plentiful supply of clovor snd green com in
sumrer, snd hay end roots in vinto:? Thomns Govenlook, algso ©f Tuskerasnith,
allowed essh bullock three acres of grass, in pasturing,

The markst fee oattle was st first a purely loeal one, but following
the increased interest in stockereising during the '£4fties, Huron cattle were
smonz the finest snimels dieplayed in the London and Hamilton markot:} The

seeiprooity egreement with the United States provided a large market, and
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stinulated eattle-raising, partioularly dering and immediately after, the Civil
mf-f During the two years before the antrogation of reociproeity, inoreased
American imports esused s seriocus inroad on Canadian atoog? In addition to
the loss of the imeriesn maricet in 186, the in.ustry received n further sete
back in the form of = government qun'antigg whisch prohibited Canadian importation
of stook from Eurcpean sountries whose animals were afflicted with steppe murrain,
In 1871, the snnoungement that Canadien lives-oock for breeding nurnoses might
be imorted into the United States free of dutv was followed “y a rush of buyers
from Colorado, Oreron, and other western states to Ontario, in order to purchase
supplies of ovattle snd ohn.g Canadian and Ameriosn tradings relstions improved,
and in November, 1872, the first annual eonvention of Shorthorn breedsras met at
Indisnapcliass one humired and fifty dreeders from both gountries were in uttondannﬁ
Mearwhile, however, the growth of railways in the Averican Vest, by providing
a moans of transit for imeriean cattle to the eastern ststes, impaired Cansdian
trade and compelled Canedian produsers to seelc and overseas market,

The period 1876 to 1900 witnessed determined Cenadien efforts to
gain markets in both Great Sritain and the United Statof.' The exportation of
live eattle to Great Sritain hed been begun as an experiment, in June, 1878,
by a New York exporter, who shipped two 1ive animals to Glasgows shipmenta of
thirty to fifty head were bsing made fonr months hto:? During 1873, Canada
shipped no lives-oek of eny desoription to Furope, bhut in 1874, numerous ship=
ments were made to the British Isles, and the S¢, Leswrence route heomme somapieu~
ously suoeessful in transporting liwestocks A great expansion in trade followed,
from 1877 to 1884, justifying the opthl’g which was generally dianlayed by
fagmera who were engaced in stooke=ralsing, In 1877, 1t was declared in England
that the prejudice against Cansdian fresh meat had entirely disappesred, and

that At was now ounsidered "quite equal in every respect to the best clmsses
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of Seotoh and Emglish meat.,” Neanwhile, the British meateproducing farmer,
in the face of e oontinuous stream of Mwestock from cversems, had ¢o sutmit,
as errly ss 1877=78, to a redustion of from ten to fiftes: siw.illinrm sterling
per hundredweight for his eattle, a condition whioh osused him to "feel the
shoe pinoh sovnroly?q

From 1878 to 1882, the Canadian eattle industry was accorded profer-
ential treatment by Oreat Britein. In April, 1878, when Dritain ordered the
slaughtering of Amerioan cattle et the ports of entry, Cansdian cattle received
free sntry, a privilege whioch was coufirmed in the followin Oetobo?} Two months
later, an outbreak of pleuro=pneumonis amonz Aneriesn herds brought sbout the
imposition of an embargo by Dritain. In February, 1879, Caneda bammed the
importa-ion o trsnsit of Arzerioan oattlﬂ only animals whioh were intended for
the improvement of stook were to be admitted duty free, == a principle which
was oontinued in socordenes with the "National Poliey" tnrifg? The high priees
offered in the British narket ;reatly stimuleted oattle produstion in Caneds,
espeaially in Onterio. In 1879, 20,687 head of osttle, valued at $1,577,211,,
were shipped overseas, in interesting sidelirht on the verlod was the fermation
ot lontreal, in 1880, of a shippers' "ring", which sought to corner space on
all ships leevin- that port, and to inorease the rate of shipment to $30, per
heed, ss eampared to .12, demanded at Boston, Cenadian farmers refused to be
victimised, and shipped 17,985 eattle via Merican portgf

Three festures are noteworthy during the late 'eightiea: the revival
of eattle trade with the United States; the first shipments of oattle from the
Canadien West; and a steady British mearket whioch declined after 1832. In 1883,
the /meriean government imposed a tu'i” of 204 ad walorem on imported eattle.
Despite this obstasle, Cansdisn trade with the United Ftates revived, and in
1885, 67,788 head of cattle were sold to Americun buyers. The first shipments

of oattle from the ranches whioh were established in Alberta, following the



269,

bullding of the Canadian Pacific Railway, were made in 1807«-88; in 1888,

4,500 head were shipped onruag'.’ Fprom 1883 to 1890, the avera-e rice paid
for Canadian oattle in Britain was epproximetely $84.04 per hesd, <~ an incroase
of 13 per cent, over the average which rrevsiled d .ring 1877 Yo 1882. An oute
bresk of pleuro-pneumonia amony Canadien cattle in 1892 was advanoed as the
reason for the British govermment's order for the slaugh<ering of eattle within
ten days of arrival at a British vort, This ten-day ruling tended to glut

the market, and also foreced the slaughter of bruised and fatigued snimels,

The exportatia- of livesiocok was implemented by improved methods of
trensportation and ocare, Improvement oarc first in the lake bosts and reilways,
and latterly in respeot to ogean shipments, At first, animels were erowded
into rude stables snd shelters, construoted "in a very slight and flimsy manner,
fastened to the deck by out naeils”; sheep and swine were usually herded at the
rate of ten per bulloock's spase of two feet, nine inohes. Ixcessive heat and
fatigue, long fasts, and sosreity of water, oaused the death, enroute, of meny
snimals. loreover, there was always danger to be feared {r> fire and stormss
in 1879, for exesmple, one stemmer losi 186 sheep, which were washed overtoard,
In 1678, insurance rates on livestoock were lowered, se that five guineas per
hmdredweight earried all risks. In 187879, the ratio of losses in the ship-
nent of Cansdisn eattle was approximstely 1 per cent. in oattle, 2§ per eent.
in sheep, 4} per oent. in swine, and 4 per cemt. in horses and mules. By 1884,
deaths during the ocean passage amounted to less than 1 per cent, of the
total .hiplﬂt:. The development of refrigeration eliminated much of the expense
and eare involved in shipping live aninals. As early as 1873, a Nessachusetts
exporter advanced a proposal whereby slaughtered oattle eould be shipped via
veassls which were equipped with refricerating mxf? The first shiment

of frosen meat aoross the equator was made in 1877, fron Buenos Aires to Huawre.



In Februsry, 1880, s similer shipment arrived in Fngland fram MustraliSe end

by May, 1882, additional cargoes were sent from both Astralia and New Zealsnd.
In 1894, the first eold storage warehouse to be equipped with mechanicel refrige
eration (nmmely the MVontreal Cold Storage and Freesing Company), was ereeted.
Refrigerstion did not become generslly sceepted in ocem ghinment by Canada,
however, . until the olose of the gentury,

Altheugh live asttle were shipred to England from the neighbourhood
of Clinton prior to the spring of 1873} Huron County's overseoas trade in cattle
414 not develop to any gre-t extent until 1878? At the spring sale of the
Huron County Livestook Assooiation, in that year, Messrs. ':atson, Spooner, Hearn,
and Moonsy, of Clinton, purshased 70 heed of cattle and 500 sheep which they
planned to ship to Englend during the second week of Anpri.g.a During the sumer,
Nessrs. loeney, Watson, smd Rattenbury embarked for En-land, taking with them
s shipment of 150 head of oattle and $ horugf During 187G=79, eattle were
selling st a camparatively low price, in Hurons in Fullett, yenrrling steers
s0ld at $18 end cows at “gg James Pickard, of Exeter, sold a prisze yoke of
oxen to a Toronto buyer for ﬂzgg and Robert liinters, of Seaforth, purchased
& pair of steers, weighing 3,000 ~ounds, for sn&'

From 1877 to 1880, farmers in the Seaforth area Ho:an to feed an
inoreased number of oattle for the British market, after havins ralsed stock
prineipally for deirying purposefe During the year following *ho ban on
Mnerioan esttle, Canada, prineipally Ontario', shipped 32,680 head of oattle to
Great Britain, Neanwhile, Huronites socught to discover a market for sattle in
Kmitobas three yeart esrlier, James Watt, a ocattle buyer in Ilullett, trawvelled
to Manitobs, in oprder to study the possihilities of ralsing cattle thorg? In 1880,
Messrs. Perker snd Clegg, of Horris, also went to Manitoba with a shipment of
oattle and horsess when they learned that Manitoba was a poor shipping neoint,

they returne: to Huron with their 1ivestoof?
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Two of the forsmost eattle exporters in fupon County in 1880 were
Jomes Diekson and Thomes Govenlesk, both of Tuokersmith, Dickson exported
five ar six head of fat grade oattle annually, recelwing appraximstely seven
oents per pound) in 1880, he sold five young thoroughbred mlls at sn average
prics of more than $100 eash. Govenlook grased about 150 head, but often
purchased a greater numver, which were sent to Buffalo snd "fed up"j he preferred
to purochase steers weighing 900 pounds in spring snd to atten then to 1300
pounds by fall, For the English market, grade eattls of two yeers send three
months of age were favoured; Govenlock paid from $3 to §3.50 per hundredweight
for his eattle, which sold in Englmd at from 7d. to 9d. per pound, or from
$14,50 to #18 per lm.ndl'OMIth. Govenloak generally shipped from Montreal,
during the spring and midsummer, in order to avoid the oompetition offered by
Irish, Sootoh, German, mnd other grass-fed osttle,

By 1880, it was believed that "the dewn of s bettor dey was some",
as experiments had conclusively shown thet Huron's surplus of seitle, and live-
stoek generally, found rendy ssle in Britain, I4 wes prediocted that if the
English demend contimued, Huron, within a few years, would "rival Vellington
and other famous stook-raising districts in Ontario," Indeed, Huron had oome
to the fore in prise-winning oattle panks only in 1880 and 1861, when H. Snell
(0linton), snd James Dickson (Tuokersmith), osrried off ten of the nineteen
prises whish Huronites won singe the insugurstion of the provineoilal oxhibiuﬂlz}
By 1880, the majority of the townships of Huron were produsing Durhem grade
osttlej; Goderich, MeKillop, and “ewanosh appear to have produced the greatest
number of thoroughbred Durhems, slthough Wawanosh and Grey led in total produstion.

Of Hullett's eattle, 75 per eent, were thoroughbred or importeds The eounty
aontajned 55,625 head of oattle in 1880, or neerly five times the number listed

in 1860,



HORSES The Cansadien horse was not wery highly esteemed by the early farmers
of Upper Gmadzf beosuse the work of strong oxen afforded rreater satisfaction,
Horses were mors expensive than oxen, in matters o" rigging, ourrying, stabling,
and feeding; besides, oxen, when past service, oo 14 be erten, while horses,
when old, were desmed o fesst only "for b“llll'dl..'! Agrioultural societies sought
to @tablish a higher standard in horse-breeding during the early 'fiftles, but
farmers wore generally sverse to nurchasing the services of axpensive stallions,
vhan D. MoDonald, of Goderich, inquired of the "Canada Farmer" about thoroughbred
horses, he was inforzsd (1865) that of four such animals in Upper Canada, three
were in Sorontdd

Horse-breeding was stimulated by the improvement of roeds and the
inorease in teaming, the expansion of the lumbering industry, the demsnds of
the iron and steel industry in Pemnsylvania, and the demand in seversal /meriesm
oities for horses to be used on street-railways. Light general horses were
preforred for light wagons and for street-esr service, while heav; draught
horses were required for heuling lumber, iron, end steel, The increasing
importsnes of horses oontri’nted to the decline of axen and to greeter depends
enee upon eattle u‘ a source of meet and dairy produsts. In 1842, Upper Caneda
eontained 114,700 horsess in 1848, 154,400; in 1880, 277,258; and in lflg:
368,88683 the number of oxen in the rovinee deorsased from 99,606 in 1880, to
47,941 in 1878.' Buron County eontained 1,352 horses in 1855? at whieh time
the ocost of farm=horses ranged from El5 to E20 per head, which was slightly
more then the eocat of s yoke of oxo;,x.'

In Hovember, 186G, a genaeral order-in-souncil removed restrictions
on the importation of horuz, but deepite a sonsiderehle smount of livestook
breeding in verious sections of the provlnzg during the naxt few years, Canads,
in 1868, imported only 26 horses, while exporting V,Wg.o Markets were widening
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in @ermmny, France, Belgium, Australis, the United States md Great DBritain,
From 1867 to 1878, Germany imported 14,000 mares, in order to bolster the
strength of eavalry units during the Franso~-Prussien war, and thereby eantridbuted
%0 a shoftage of horses in other parts of Furope, Belgium expressed conoern
over the decline in horse-breeding, following an epidemio of muirrain smong its
stoek, and Franoe, too, was deficient in horsog} In 1870, it was snnounced
that Clpdesdale horses had becoms favoured in Auutralig.z In 1872, there was
80 great a scaroity of horses in Jew Yerk state, that it was coammon for yokes
of oxen to be seen on the streets, Broadway not excepted, of New York oity,
The existence of a good merket in !~-lend, where work-horses, in the fall of
1872, brought $336 per head, was a faotor in stimlating horse-breeding in
cmﬁf In 1874, horses were in great demand in the western states, and were
imnorted fram Eurcpe and Canadaj; the two classes most in denand were heavy
draught and sarrisge harlogf

Moanwhile, there was a eontinued improvement in the byreeds of horses
in Huron Countgf During the ‘'asixties, George Houghton, of Seafort), conduoted
an egeney, through which two hundred horses, chlefly Clyaaldalgf passe. essh
year, In March, 1873, willism Peck, of Stmley, sold two heavy drrught and
general purpose stallions for 33600, to a Hibbert farmer, who proposed to
4ravel with these horses throurhout a sestion of IHuron County during the approach-
ing breeding uuogz In Ootober, 1873, lugh Love, of liay, imported a one=year-
old f£illy, and a pelr ol twoeyear-old Clydesdale stallions from Seotland; these
horses were regerded as a source of future benefit to the cmmitg? Two years
later, John Meson, of Hullett, purchased for $2250 an importe! stallion, nsmed
*Crown Prinece,® whieh he planned to sell to an Ohio buyoxa'? W. Hodgson, of
Exeter, sold an imported stalliom,nened "Bank of Inglend," to Mr, lason, for

90
$2200,
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By 1874-78, Buron was eequiring a repudation for its production of
heavy draught horses; in South Huron alone, the aserviocos sf fourteen imnorted
stallions were avaifable in mg} At the Vieatern Fair, held at London during
that year, the majority of the best horses ocame from Huron and !'iddlesex,
Hupon led partiocularly with fts drsught and general purpose horses. Jmmes
MeDonegh (Colborne), James Losdman (Exeter), Jsmes Swinnerton (Exeter), and
Hugh Love (Hay) exhibited soversl fine stellions and mares. #illlemm Lerbison
(Goderieh) displayed s home=bred general ,urpose stallion, which had already
won ten priges, including first yrize at the estern Fair of 187:?

The veriod from 1876 to 18831 witnessed an inorensed setivity in the
sale snd breeding of horses. The Philadelphia Centennial (1876) served to
advertise Canedian livestoek, particularly horses. Twelve horses from Huron
County were entered in comnetition, and erested a favourable lmnroniog?
Canedisan horses, fed on hay and oatn,‘ were regerded ns stronger~buned than
sorn~fed American horses, and for this reasan were deemed superior. It was
gmerally stated that the former were preferred begause they "were not fed up
20 high" ss /merioen horses, -- whigh were fed on corn "like so many nigs”,==
and would ascordingly "wesr boﬁtor?e After 1876, /merican dealers regularly
visited luron County snd other sections of the provinee, offering fram $§120 ¢o
$200 for so.nd, heavily=built animslas, English buyers preferred s lower g@rede
of horse, and would pay only ;80 to 3120 per hoa?lf During the fall of 1876,
eighteen he:rvy draught horses, purchssed in the neighdourhood of Goderich,
were shipped to Michigsn, for the purpose of hauling lmbue'?

One of the foremost importers of henvy draught horses in Huron was
Charles Eason, Bruecefield, who sold dreught horses at nrices renging from $1000
up'n?z. In 1878, Willimm Kitt, Clinton, sold a span of oarrisge~horses to a
Hemilton fhym for §286; John Stewart, Stsnley, sold & a 1 0’ colts for .2582

L
Thomas Petterson, Eest Wewanosh, sold a span of horses for $4003 and Messrs.
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Mooney, Vatson, and Rettenbury shipped three horses to England, along with some
ntt‘ls

At the spring show of etallioms ..eli? in Tout" Ifuron, in 1877, there
were t irty entries, wleven of whio: were imported and "of gresat excellorl;:o."
Tie exhibition in the susoeeding yesr oomprised t!irty-seveu entrles, imludi.q;
one Pero!eron, the first of its kind to enter the oounty, It wns declared at
the latter exiibition that "the farmers of liuron stand in the foremost ranks
as producers ol horses, especlally of the 1weavy olnni% At Loandon's v.estern
Fair, in 1879, seversl Huren horse~deslers displayed thoroughbred speeimens,
most of wnieh wore imperted Clydes. 7The ohilef exhibitors were J. Wilson,
Jdo Vsk, and J. Loadnan, of Exeter; T. Case, of Rogerville; and ‘. Innes, of
TP

From 1877 %o 1872, there was s slight inorease in the Pritish demand
for roadster herses, but this demand was shott-lived, to b~ supplanted in the
following year by inereased importations dy ijuron and other counties, of British
Clydesdales. In the winter of 187980, s oonsiderable numher of heavy draught
horses, purchesed in tie towns..ips asbout Goderiel, were shipped from Goderieh
to the United scmlg! It was a oomon practise for Huronites to sell their
bopses through an agent, wio peid, for ordinary horses $90 to ¢100, and for good
Clydes, $1285 to $200. Buyers from Yew York end 3oston preferred Cansdian horses
t0 those raisod in the western states, snd paild $26 to 450 per head nore for
the former., Mumerous Omterio horses, prinsipally from the Seaforth district,
and Carleton County, were exported to ‘ennsylvania, wiere Dutoh buyera fed them
for s year or two, prior to shippin: them to eastern Amverioan oities. Thus
Ontario farmers, by failing to negotiate directly with these narkets, lost what
tie middlemen gained. Durings the sorins of 1880, American bLuyers were astive

in puron~sing, on gensrgus terms, horses in the neighbourhood of Senfor%g.‘
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Between Februery and jugust, 1880, Agent George Houghton sipped 250 horses
fron that area, Independent farmers algo sold direotly to imeriesxn buyers;

for emample, J.J. Fischer, of Colborne, aold a prige~wiming imported Clydese
dale stallion to J.5, Busey, of Champagn, Illimois, for 33.1%8? On November 10,
1881, at a meeting of the Americen Clydesdale Assooiation, at Chiesgo, attempts
were made to ourtsil the importaiion of Cansdian grade horses, unless their
gensalogy was recerded in the Clydesdale ntud-bolgg of Great iiritain ana Ireland,
These attempts mﬁﬂf however, and by 1885, the American market for horses

had expanded so rapidly that Canada was temporarily unsble to supnly 1.2?

As eoarly as 1878, Ontario horses were exported to 'hnito%gf bus
the demand 4id not rach sisr-le proportions until 1882, In 1880, ‘essrs. Park
end Clege, of Morris, went ¢to Manitodba, with a ear-load of horses; when they
diseovered that Kanitobs was not s suitadble shippingenoint, they returned home
with their lto&? Two years later, the judges of the priie fearms in !urom
salled north from Goderioh on the stesmer "Ontario”, and noted a shipment of
horses dound for the Canadian wests at Goderish, sixteen horses were taicen
aboard, smd st Kinscerdine, thirty-four more, which were 'jmmmed into a spece
hardly suffieient for half the mmho}-y‘ During the early ‘eighties, Essex
County was the leading exporter of horeses to Hmitoti?

The rapid strides taken b. Hurom County in the denartment of horse~
raising are sttested by the success of the county's entries at provinciael and
local sgrioultural exhibitions. Of one hundred and sewven priszes received by
lfuronites at the previneial nhaﬁ? sixtyefive were for sgrisultural, earriage,
and heavy draught horses. The years 1869 to 1874 indioate a peak in the
production of fine animals, as forty=five of the sixty=five awards were reeceived
during thet pericd., Outstending horse=breeders wers Charles Masem, of
Tuokersmith, J.J. Fischer, of Colberne, snd R, MoOregor, of Brucefield,
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In 1880, Huron County contained 21,441 horses, neurly sixteen times
the number listed thirty years previously, The majority of the towns: ips proe
duced genersl urpose horses, ehlefly pgrade from Clydesdale sbock. Clydesdale
horses were preferred besruse they wer: able to accomplisii lenvy work when only
two Oor two and one<half yesrs of s e. A fow ercherons were in evidence in
Huron, af'ter 1878, and the hoyal Georpge and Clear Grit, two Canadian breeds,
were fairly eormon., Goderioch, -cKillo», Tuokersm!th, Usborne, 'ullett, and
Hay were payin: inereasi-- attention to breeding from imported horses, Turnberry
led in produotion, but Goderich, in the main, prodused the best heavy drsught

horses snd a mumber of fine coach horses.

SHER: Sheep=ralsing always held a position of some importsnee in frontier
areas because it was a profitable source of material for food sand olothing,
Loreover, sheep, dy their habit of meshanieal treading, and by tieir produstion
of manure, had a beneficial effeet in preparing land for grtin-grorhl\%f The
sdaptability of Upper Cansda %0 sheep-reisins was perceived durin; the 'forties,
and Enclish breeds, fer example, Leicesters, Cotswoldg, Soutidowns, Lincolns,
Creviots, and Teeswaters, were imported on a grsdually insreasin- soale, during
the ensuin; dnaﬁ? Long wool, espeeially of the Lelcester variety, was produced
al-ost w olly in the western part of the province, owin- to the mild short
winters, whereas in the esstern seotion, short bristle wool wes »roducitll?

In 1842, there were 575,700 sheep in Upper Canada, and in 1848, there
were 833,800,0f whioh 17,341 were in the Huron Diltl‘it‘t..’ Huron County proper,
in 1880, eontained 9,966 sheep, whioh produced 28,639 pounds of wool, (oderieh
township, whiol. contained only 600 sheep i1 1848, now led in produotion with
2,282 hesd, and 6,887 pounds of wool, The ocost of gheep, at about 1850, was

118
from 108, to El per hua. Inoreased interest in gheep-raisin: wns manifested
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by buronites during the 'sixties, so t'at by 186y, uearpe “uckiand, following
a sojourn in buron, was able to ,ay speoial tribute to sheep-ra sing in that
‘ 119
looalitys
"The livestook of tie (istri.t may be considered ;enerally
above par, & pretty fair use havi:; of late yesars been made of
pure bred males, both in gattle an! in s.eep. The latter consist
exclusively of long wools, many of then a result o a cross with
the Leicester and Cotswold, When well fattensd, many of these -
anirtals attein to rreat weights, both in erreass snd fleece, and
sheep are reckned as the most payin~ part of livestoek."
Other sections of the provinee evidensced their interest by formin: organisatiens
to promote woolegrowing: the "Brant Wool Growers' Associstion” was formed at
' 120
Paris (Brant Ceunty) in Meroh, 1868, to attsin this purpese, Sheep-shearing
exhibitions contributed to the growth of a ocoojerative epirit in various ocormumities:
et a eontest held st Hamilton, in iay, 1868, John Gill, of Exeter, was adjudged
121
the best shearer,
Sheep wre inexpsnsive to feed, as they wsually conswwed pea-straw,
40 whioh eattle were not partial, A Wroxeter farmer, in 1864, evinced setis=
122
faotion from the use of turnips as feed:
"I have scme very fine speeimens of native hreeds of
sheep, which winter with and share the same as my Leicester
8he®p «eeee The differenss in qul.lity is renarkable .sese
A floek of sheep fed onm turnips all winter, pasturoi well
during the following summer, and fed with turnips the second
winter, should weirh wighty to one hundred pounds, and brinc
in a good profit,”
Four years later, a Grey towns:.in farmer stated that he formd rape a veluable
. 12
stoock-feed for "$he man who wants early hmbl.§ The principal diffieulty in
sheeperaising wes the mstter of shelter and protection: not only wore warm,
124
dry sheds essentiasl, but dogs, wolves, and lynxes had to be warded off, In 1879,
a Huronite inquired of the "Weekly Globs" as to the sime of a sheep=house for
from sixty to seventy~five ewesj the answer revealed the- n shed forty feet

126
squere would provide ample spase. The threat of wild animals rredually durauﬁ?
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but during the 'seventies, there were several instances of sheep-killin, by
do}'gz In faect, in February, 1878, the Huren County Council deterrined not to
~rant an:’ ccmpensation to farmers whose sheep had suffered death in this mmn%;?
¥hile sheep-raisiry demandec pr.teotive measures, it did not, however, require

e oonsiderable mmount of the cos‘ly sommodity of labmla'zz??

Prior to 12 0, m st of Upper Cannda's mutton had oome from the
western stetes, but after t'a. date, Canadfan sheep trnde exnanded, and assumed
two forms: (1) thoroughbred long~woolled sheep to the United 2tates for breeding
purposes) snd (2) mutten sheep to the United Stetes and Grest Britain, Canadien
wool found e reasdy market in the United States, and followinr the oonelusion
of reeiproeity, Mmeriesn manmufacturers agitated erainst the imposition of
duties, deolsaring that without ths long wool of Canadisn herds, they would have
%0 olose thelr nn%fg Canedian exports in wool and mmtton to the Ualted States
sontinued at s felrly even tcn;l)gf however, Aduring the next few years. In Oo%cdber,
1876, Williem MaClain, of Gederieh, and a Mr. Whaley, of Stratford, shipped to
the Albany and Hew York markets twentyefour careloads of sheep and lamds, ==
4,560 hesd in all, == at & return of 084.4%3? The Ameriean demand was light
in 1680, as evidenced by poor returns from a sale of two hundred lambs in
Buffalo by William Elder of mekormi%g?

The trade in sreep bdetween Ontario and Creat Britain was as follows:
in 18768, none; im 1877, 3,137 head; in 1878, 11,988; in 1879, 84,7213 and in
1880, 108,606 hoi:t out of a total of 110, 145 head from the whole of Caneda,
The English demand ineressed still more in 1881, when thers were two million
less shesp in England then there had been 1n 18%:? The preferense in the
faglish market, which paid better prices for mutton than for beef, was for
the meat of the Soeuthdowmn, Ihe best weight for shipment oversens was sbout
160 pounds live weight, whieh was equivelemtt to 756 or 80 pounds dreased, The

tendency of many farmers in Canade was, =~ as Thomes Govenlock, of Seaforth,
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expressed it, in 1880, == for farmers to "sell off their lembs too much,”" and
thereby cause a defiocleney in wethera, whish were in demand in the ''ritish
market. In shippins sheep to Imgland, meny farmers adopted the exnedieney of
forming a group, in order to share expenses and thereby lessen the cost of
shipment. In the soring of 1878, Messrs. Watson, Spooner, llearn, and Mooney,
of Clinton, purchased five hundred head of sheep for immediete shipment to
!ngll%ﬁ Independent farmers also shipped sheen overseas: two of the most
preminent sheep=breeders in luron were Thomas Govenlook, of Seaforth, who
shipped as many eas one thoussad sheep in one season, and lHugh lLove, of Hay
tomnship. The former reised Leicester sheep, but was of the opinion that a
eross of the lLeleester and Southdown would produse a fine animal, slthough
he had not yet experimented in this wise, i, Love had be -un sheeperalsing
seriously in 1873, when he purehased five shearling Cotswold rens fram four
of the outstending breeders in the Cotswold hng:,

Vool enjoyed an excellent market during the 'seventies, especially
durings end immediately efter, the Franso=-Prussisn war. In 1871, the product
s0ld at Chathsm st 34 ets. to 37} ots. per pound, while at Brockville it
eocmmanded 28 ets. to 30 ets. per pound, ~- a fact indleative of the supremeasy
of western Onteriots wool, at that d-a? S0 grest sn interest was exhibited
in the possibilities of wool produstion on the part of one resident of Goderiesh,
that, in 1878, he imported e pair of Angora goats for breeding Durpos}i?

Despite the gradusl diseppesrance of the frantier, a declins in
the prioe of wool, inoressed competition from Australian produoers, and the
rise of the dairying industry, sheepereising retained a prominent nositiom in
Bupon County, whish eontained 53,6833 sheep in 1880, The majority of the townme
ships were producing Leicester and Cotswold sheep, and their grades; every town~

ship, except Turnberry, appears to have been well~adapted for sheepe-raising.
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Vewanosh, whish had trailed in produstion in 1850, with 180 head, led in 1880
with §,538 animals. At the previnelsl exhihitions, prior to 1880, luron gained
nine swards for sheep, chiefly of the Leloester variety: four nrizes were won
by Jemes Petty, of Brucefield, during 1855«57, and four were received by Hugh
Love, of Hay, during 1870=77,

HOGS: Hog=ralsing developed slowly in Huren County, and indeed, throughc'mt
the previnse, becsuse wheategrowing and sattle=raising tended to reatriot the
production of hogs. In 1850, .iuron conteined only 8,327 hogs, more than one-
fourth of vﬁioh were in Goderioch township. During the 'fifties, individual
breeders be an to import hogs, eohie:ly of the lerkshire, Suffolk, and Yorkshire
varieties; but swine, in the main, were ugly,wir; oreatures, "of an ordinary
or inferior charsster,” owing to inedequete fensin; and "romming boar%?g The
produotion of nork in Upper Canada inoreased from 317,010 barrels in 1851 to
336,744 berrels in IG%ﬁ' and most of 1t was marketed in the lumber csmps along
the Ottawa River,

Seversl factors influensed the development of the hop industry during
the 'sixties and 'seventies., While the Civil War wna in -rorress, the United
states prohibited the exportstion of live hogs to Upper Cauada, thersby dimine
ishins the amoumt of nork pesaked in Canada for sale in the British mrkze
A soncerted @rive was forthwith be-un by Canadisn farmers to raice "Canedian
pea=fed vrork, " whieh beosme nore hiyhly ssteemsd than "Mmericsn oarn-fed pork."
This movement was aided and abetted by Samuel iiagi. and Liillimn Davies, who
eondusted, (via the "Ceansda Farmer," 1864=69), a thorough course of inastructions
in hog=breediny; farmers were advised to raise Berkshire, Essex, and smaller
breeds, to grind stook-feed, and to keep hoges securely pormm The high price
of pess end vesrse grains, owing to the depredetions of the pes-weevil and other
insects, caused hogeraiszin- to beoome costly and disfawoured in several seotions

of the provin«“, Buron County was not seriously affeoted by the peseweevil
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until the middle 'seventies, however. Hogeraising received 1ts preatest
stimilus from the dairyin- industry, whioh militated a-minst sheep-raising
end favoured the nrodusc'i-n of hogs as a "side-line” to the manufacture of
butter and cheese, The number of lioi:s in the province increamsed from 776,001
in 1860 to 874,664 in 18’3?

From 18687 to 1870, much of Buron County's orik was sold to packing
houses in loronto, Hemilton, end Buffalg? The Toronto and liamilton soncerns
preferred iss whioh weijled from 180 to 260 jounds, alive; and peid es high
as ten dollars per hundredvoi'-%tz A oonsiderable number o Huron fsrmers slong
the Buffalo and Lake Buron Railway, shipped their hors to Buffalo firms, whieh
pecked more Cesnadian hoys than did firps ot Tormw Durin: the 'seventies,
hogs (dressed) sold st approximstely $3 per hundredweight. At ebout 1870,
Williem Elder, Tuekersmith, owned 22 hogs, sach of whish weighed 300 pounds,
alive: these hoge were 80ld at ixeter at three centes »er pound, which was
higher thean the _rice offered in London et tha® th’ﬁt?

During the late 'seventies, Iuron County containe’' a: least four
porkepasking establishments, whioch purchased a lar-e proportion of the hogs
reised in the surroundin. distriet. Jenes Petty, one of the first importere
of thorouchbred stock in the eounty, owned a eoncern at Hensall, where 2,000
hogs were pesked mnudig? Durins, the winters of 187¢ and 1877, W.l. Rob-rtag}
Seaforth, pseked from 600 to 700 hors per season, and was oompletely sold out
by midesummer. Bugh Rebd, also of Seaforth, was setive in the pork-pasking
business for four years, acceptings from 400 to 500 hogs per nn%gf In 1878=-79,
John Beattie engared in business at Seaforth. He favoured the raising of
emaller hore which weighed from 160 to 200 pounds when dressed, rather than
the produetion of heavier ones: for esch order he received for hems weighing

1¢ to 16 pounds, ten orders were received for hems of from 8 to 12 pounds.
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Lean . a:: and 'acon were preferred in the Britial market, while ooarse, fat meat
was favoured in lumbor-nm_lngf In oreservins nork, ! r. Beattie used (:.ron salt
which had been tharoughly dried, eand reported t.in no neat had boen spoiled
during the two sensons e had been in bun.’moiff 3y 1833, there were several
pork=peaskin  establis ments in western Untario, but the' were all eclipsed by
the Davies Packing Plant, at Toronto, which handled §0,000 hogs annually,

By 1880, hogeraising was carried on omly to a limited extent in
most of the eounties of Ontario, and was oonfined to a subsidiory role in
ecnnsetion with butter and oheese factories. The socuthewestern counties, lLssem
and Kent, proved to be exceptions, and contimued to produce sorn-fed bacon on
s large sosale. Huron County exhibited less nro-ress in hogeraising than in the
other devartments of livestoek nroduetion, ~nd oontained only 15,998 hops, in
1880, l'oat of the townships favoured Berkshire and uffol!r hogs and their orosses.
Ashfield, which had been in last nlece in hog produetion in 1850, was now the
leadin township, while Goderish, which had been {ar in advance thirty yoars
befors, fell to ninth place, It provinelel exhibitions Huronites were sussessful
in gaininr eleven ewsrds for swinej soven of these prises went to John Cummings,

who was an ocutstanding breeder of hogs during the early 'seventies,

POULTRYs Poultry=breedin; did not attain very great proportions in iluron
Counky until the late 'sixties, prior to which fowl were kept to provide mest

end egps for home eonsumption, Progress in this branch of fagming was stimulated
by the provine:al exhibitions, by poultry associationa, and by the appesrance

of looal deslers, wvho made the marketing of eggs both profitable and prectieable.
Yarious breeds of poultry were swerded provinocial prizes fram 1850 onward, but
exhibits were usually eonfined to a amall group of bird ranoionl"g? fow of whom
oane from Muron, In 1868, G.F. Cresswell, Tuokersmith, reeeive: a prise for

5
a paly of game fowl, and three yesrs later, a vair of guines f;l'ovg merited an
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sward for Semuel Tye, of Stenley, In 1866, the Canada West oultry Asscoistion
wes organised ot l‘orm%g? and two years later it was transformed into the
Ontario Poultry Asscoiation, Junual exhibitions were spansored, but the fowl
shown were usually "show birds," sueh as Coohins, Dorkings, ilsmburgs, end Brahme=
m&-‘? Aylesbury and Rouen ducks, snd s limited number of geese and turkeys.
Thees fowl commanded such exorbitent prises, however, thnt they were beyond
the reash of the averaro flm%g? indeed, fowl for breeding purposes were not
eonsidered imnortant enourh to de included in the emunersted free list of the
Canadian Sariff of 1em

Daring the ‘seventies, owing largely to the efforts of the Intario
Poultry Assooiation, many persons were making poultry-hreed 161} the subject of
intelligent study, snd inoreesin- attention was pmid to the matters of housing
end feeding. W“erm, well-ventilated henehouses were advocated, together with
sudstantiel food, sush as beef =ad pork soraps, eabdege, oorn-meal, and wheat-
bran, In 1874, o firm at Brighton, Masssohusetts, menufactured hen~feed from
driei mest and dones, and sol: the ocompound &t $40 per ton; when corn-meal and
whoatebrsn were added, en excellent eg;=produeing food rosultgg.z Poultry-=keeping
in Fupon County inereased oonsiderably after 1867, the year in whieh D,D. Wilsen
established his "Bgg Bporium” at Seaforth, Improved methods in packing, storing,
snd trangporting eges also furnished stimuli for their production,

The majority of Buron fermers deemed it profitable to maintsin about
P1fty or sixty fowl on a one~hundred-socre ferm. Breeds kept by Luronites ineluded
Plymouth Rosk, Brehme, Game, Black Spenish, snd Vhite Logho%a? Vlymouth Roek
wes oonsidered the dest breed: it prodused a large hard-ghelled egg, was a good
table fowl, and matured st m serly ege, Brahma and Ceme furnished ar exoellemt
m...mﬁ? Blask Spanish wes e prolific leyer, but the sholl of its egps was

%00 fragile, thus necessitating greater carc in pasking, Geesne were kept by
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nost Huron fearmers, and becams s0 n.mecous auc unrestrained in Goderiol in 1878,
that demands nrose to have these feathory wanderers suourely pemneds the Goderiech
Council wrs lax in its treatment of this situation, and for saie time waa dubbed
with the "euphonious cornomen of '(ioou}?§ In 1879, efforts were made in Clinton
to orrenise a poultry ulochtion.' in order to arouse grenter interest in this
branch of livestock raising, to bring dbreeders together, and to discuss matters
pertaining to poultB§e On the whole, by 1880, the -oultry in Furenm consisted
shiefly of the common varieties of hens, geese, ducke, and turkeys. Coderich

was the only towmship which reserded s notiseable improvement in poultry-breeding,

BEES: Honey-bees are not natives of Caneda, but werc irmorted originally
fron Burepe. Alihough provineial prises were awarded for oomb and jar honey
a8 early as 1856, =~ & native of Colberne township received first prise for
eleer honsy in 1878, <= bee culture did not attain much importance im Upper
Canads until the 'sixties., It was during this period that J.H. and ['.}, Thomas,
of Brooklin (Omts~io County), eontinually sutmitted articles on bees and bee=
kesping to the "Canade Farmer." The former, who beocame apiary editor of this
Journel, was responsidle for the formetion of the Ontario Bee~Keepers' haooim%:';,’
whish provided an impetus to the expsnsion of beeeculture, Other faotors
inocluded the -rawth of hortieulture and dairy pasturing, and the gradual sdoptiem
of clovers as hay crops throughou$ the provines, By 1870, Ontario was reported
to oontain 94,604 bee-hives,

In June, 1864, » lot%gze- sppeared in the "Canada Farmer"”, written
by a Hay towmship farmer, who scught informetion relative to bee-keeping, in

order "to get up a stock of beea," Two years later, another 1et%§?' appeared

from John Jewett, of Lucimow, who desoribed bee~hives which he had manufastured

170
twenty=six years before. The same writer later discussed how he hed wintered
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his bees for the past thres seasong and sulmitted directions for bduilding a
board shelter for hives., During; the 'seveatica, bee- ~o>i-; oecwie ircre=singly
popular among Huroa farmers and , arieicss, althui;h it wiis prac’ Tsed largely by
smateurs, In Laroh, 1£78, "A.5.", of Lackaow, docla}'z& that ho and others in
his neighbourhood '!hougrt thet they should be encouraged in thelr efforts to improve
their stooks of bees, by not Laving to pay 17 .er cent, ad valorem duty on
Italian bees importecd from the .nited Statese The "Cloho® ste'al tha’ bees

were ineluded in the estegory of "aninals imported for the imrrovement of stoek™,
and were therefore exempt fran duty. Still another Iuron farmer, of Ashfield,
II'%E to the "Globe", inquiring about a book on bes«keeping,

In 1880, it was stated that this departnsnt o7 agriculture eculd be
made very profitable in Huron County, because of the eonsidirable extent of land
devoted to oclover, A good stook was capable of casting one swarm and of producing
forty pounds of honey, Mrtificlal ocombs, and Figher hives, which protected bees
in winter, were widely nsed, One spiary in iuron in 1800, contained betwoen
sixty sd one hundred eoloniess The owner, who belleded that whitc clover =nd
basswood blossoms were tho best honey-flowers, used Italian bDees exclusivelye
The grester part of his honey was saold la the local market, et 20 cts. per pound
for extreascted honsy, and 26 ots. per .ound for combj he had, moreover, shipped
bess to seversl oentres, including Charlottetown, Pringe Edward Islwlxg

Meording to the returns of the towmnships of Ontarioc whioh were gub-
aitted to the Agrieudtural Comission in 1880, only 53 of the 409 townships eon~
tained no impreved stcek at all, This absence of improvement, it wes stated, ecould
bo attributed to penuricus habits, rather then to lack of intelligence inm matters
of breeding, Ruron County, by 1860, was smmong the foranost counties in the pro-
duetion of livestook, end every township contained evidenee of i~ roved stock,

In fast, one towmuship ~~ Mullett «- boasted that seventy-five per oemt, of its
stosk was pure~bred, while still snother township e~ Colborne «= contained §28,000

worth of imported livestoek.
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CIAA TER XIX

Deirying

Dairying 4id not assume a major position in sgriculture in Huren
County until the 'sixties, although butter ani! cheese had been emsidered
produets of potential wvalue as earl- as 18(8} The manufacture of butter and
checse had bee:n the task of the fermer's wife, end involved an art whieh was
eosily ssquired and universally prut,,iaod.z The establishment of the fastory
systen of cheese~ and butter-makin; transferred manual lebour fram the farm
%0 the faotory, snd substituted male for female labour, Attention was also
drswn to the possible shorteze of octtlo? e situstion whicl the factory system
sought to remedys for example, it became a comnon practice for factories
to maintein s herd of swine which were fed on left~over whey,

Various factors eontributed to the rapid development of dairying
in Zur.a County end in Upper Canasda gensrally. The advent of the fastory system,
introduced from Kew York st-~te, was the most imnortant single faotor, snd was
further reinforeed by the migration of technique, machinery, and methods from
New York stete and European sountries, and the successful applioation of them
in Caneda. Ths introduction of the factory system made poseible the great
inere-se in production which orovided the hasis for a considerable export
trede in butter snd cheese., The formation of dsiry assooiamtions, -fter 1867,
and their influenee via snnual discussions and cheese fairs also provided a
stimlus, whioh was streusthened by overnuent grents. The repsal of the
reciprocal egreement with the United States and the resultant American tariff
of 20 per oent. ad valorem on live ssttle, and duties on butter and cheese,
directed Canadisns towards the Britls: ~arket. The loss of the American market

for grains, sueh as barley, brought about an increased use by Canadian farmers
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of these gra.ns for stooke=feed. Many farmers, at ilc prospect of falling
whest erops and prices, and the growins rivalry of other w.eate=produoing areas,
turned to dairying ee a more profitable undertaking., Live stock and deirying
hed recinrocal influences on esch »ther, and both industries owed much of their
rrowth to tho development of trans .ortation fecilities, incl .ding oold storsge,

and to the demands of oonocentrated urban oen:res,

BUTTHRs The manufacture of dutter emerged i: reponse to loocel demand, but as
a produot of domestis ecomony it varied greatly in quality and wes unsatisfesotory
for ourooses of oxmrtationf Until the ‘eighties, Canadisn butter was poor in
quality, snd lacked uniformity and oleanliness, despite journalistic oriticism
and m'truotimsl soncerning its memufact re, Nany farmers attempted to make butter
fram too few cows, tended to keep the eresm tyo long, and to i.cl.de too many
churnings in one peckage of butter, Fermers' wives had poor oonvenlenees for
nsnufecturing and preservin~ butter, and stale and fresh crean were often mixed
togetier. Tlhe earliest utensils used 11 farm dairies were wooden, but t.ey were
graduslly re laced by eartherwwrre, and later, by tinware. I'or many years, the
most po.'ler ehurn was the type opersted by an upeand-down "dasher", but this
churn was supplented by the boxeshurn. The latter consisted of an oblong solid
bex, equipped with one or two covers each twenty inolies in dlameter, in which a
"dasher"” was operated b: turning a orank, Dun end Jones, a HNuron firm, exhibited
& number of ¢ urns at the provinei-! aruibition in 186l, Thirty yesrs later, a
new type of ehurn appeared, known as the "trunk ohum"? lse=houses, dairy-cellars,
or sprin --i:ocuses helped to remedy t e lack of adequate refrigeration, and preserv
etion was furtler assisted by the eddition of salt=drine, which wns drained from
the butter before it was marl:otodz There was no standarigation of butter (at least,
not before 1880), elthough sugrestions for a system of inspestion were made in 1872?
end in 1820, Mr. W.5. Robertason, of Seaforth, ur-ed the adaption of sueh a system,
By 1874, a number of farmers were rollin- end stmiin- their own

9
butter, hui siore-keepers and dealers contiiued to sell "store=nacked butter,"
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which was decidedly inferior in grade, oolour, end uniformit;s At Toronto,
Joasph Flavelle not%s that butter was paoked "in every kind of packsge,

from tubs and punny sacks to bogt=onzes and sugar barrels.” Other containers
inoluded dishepans, nail-kegs, tin pails, wooden nails, orocks, end firkine,
whish were used over and over egain, often without dbeing cleened, Firkins,
ar white tuds, eontaining from twenty-five to one hundred pounds, were
preferred until asbout 1874, when twenty-nound containers becane popular.

It was & sommon prosedure for store-ksepers to mix, re-sali, and re-pack
various gredes of butter which was stored in oellars until the fal)l of the
yoar. DButter was frequently adulterated by the addition of lard.

The following quotntiﬁ from a journal of 1370 indiortes the
sttitude held towards "store-butter™:

*{Buster] remairs in his {the dealer's] store for several
deys, exposed to light, heat, and dust, until the acoumilation
warmns him thet it is time to do something with it, and after
8 second manipulation and a cimsiderable addition of salt,
saltpetre, and sometimes sugar, it is consigned to the firkin
eseces The richest and poorest {zrndes] se... are tirown
indiseriminately together, and pounded up {to form e} .....
ee. oamposition o ranoid, pasty, variegated coloured ;rense
esces Gortainl unworthy of the very nsme of butter,"

I¢ was stated in Beuth Buren in 1878 that ooneidernble butter reached
eonsumers in en unsaleble oondition, and that Huromites were besoming
spprehensive of market reports desoribing Canedisn butter as "ohiefly for
wagon gresse, ﬂmrpmo " pm}‘

Contingencies whioh affected the manufacture of butter included
the kind of salt used, the metheds, machinery, and equipment involved in
produetion, and the preper treatment of stesk in the matters of adequate

13
shelter and food, Frior to the disoovery of salt in Huren County, Muron
mnanufacturers of butter msde use of Mmeriocan (Oswege) salt. After 1866,
Buron salt, which was highly recommended by the Canadian Dairymen's Assoo=

uuaé‘.‘ was widely used. For soveral yeara, however, Huron calt wes



oriticised es being inferior to Oswezo salt and British (Liverpool) selt,

In 1880, Buron salt wes deolared, following exneriients onnducted W+ Cornell

University, to be “absolutely pnro}'g an 1nvontigsti%vg oonduoted at the see

time, by the igricultural Commission, was unprodustive of results, On the

whole, by 1880, Huronites were usimg Huron galt in t-e nrmfacture of WZ
By 1870, it was a oommon prectice for farmers to -aintain a maall

dairy of ten cows, and to oonduct a chuwrning onoce every twenty=four hours.

Buron cows gemerally provided emough milk to manufsoture less then twenty pounds

of butter, although there were instences of greater ylol.d}? Within « few years,

butter festiuries, later known as oremmerethering factories or oreameries, began

to appesr, and gradually displesed domestic mamufagture, exoept for homs

purposes. The transfer of bdutter-making to the faptory cune nore slowly than

414 that of cheesewmakingj the firgt Canedian bdutter-faotories were degun

im the provinee of Quedee in 1873, and in the provinse of Ontario, at Teeswater

(Bruee County), in 181&2 Three years later, similar factories were erected

ot Winchelo end Lucknows while plens for the esteblishment of a fastory et

Nvizuz' failed to materieligze. In June, 1878, = proup of lowlck .::mers

ereocted the "People’s Cheese and Butber Factory,” with a capital asbook of

$2,800, on the sixth concession of the tammnhi?'s.3 By 1881, Huron County contained

only one eotive orom” but nlens for a "Cooperative Union Crearery Compamy”

were being mooked in Goderieh townshipy
The first ere-meries were operated on the Schwarts system, by

whioch milk was prepared for ereaming by the prineoiple of ~ravitation, Subsequently,

the Ceoley system of separating cremn was introduced, whereby nilk was placed

in gpesially eonstruoted oans, The first eontinuous separator was developed

in Demmark, by Nellsen, in 1878, one year before thes anncsrance of the De lLaval

separator, end four yesars befors the introduoction of the centrifural creem

separator. Later, the Fairlamb system waa ado, ted, b’ which onl: oresm was



forwarded to the feotory, thus lessening the cos'. of transportin; and handling
the product,

The production of butter im uron County inoreased I{ram 63,944 pounds
in 1823 to 200,000 pounds in 185?3 end to 1,869,832 _ounds in 1870, 1In 1851,
Upper Caneda produced 16,064,532 -ounds, énd in 1861, 26,828,264 noundgg during
the latter year, Lower Canada produced 15,906,949 nounds, The produot.wte not
esteamed very righly in Greet Britain in 1883, and in 1870, sold at only one=
third of the price paid for Irish, Dutoh, and Freneh buttoge Heanwhile, Canada
was still 4im-ortin- substantial smounts o. Anmerisan butter, owin- to the inferior
quniizg of the hame product, mn to t.e scaroity of 4t during several months
of the yesr, By 1874, Canadien butter exports t- Creat Britain surpassed those
of the United statoz} English buyers preferred butter made at !‘orrisbur; (Dundas
CGounty), et Broeckville (Leeds County), and in the Eastern Townsi.ips, In 1879-80,
the smount of Canrdian butter exported wes 18,535,362 pounds, valued at more
then three million dollurgf Jnl- a small smount of oreamery butter was exported
berore 1897, the year in whis siiips plying between Montreal and @reat Britain
were equipred with mecheniocal refrigeration,

Until the 'sixties, t.c priee of Canadian butter range. from eight
to ten nence per p0ungf In 1873, the merchanta of Goderich docided to pay sixteen
eents per pound for firsteoclass butter packed in firkins, end fourteen cents
for butter. peeked in rollzt and thul indicsted their preference for the former,
Five years lster, Brussels merclents paid from six to #ifteen oents for'rank to
ohoice buttogf In 1880, W.5. Robortlog? of Seaforth, mne of the foremost butter
dealers in Huron, paid twelve t0 sixteen cents for dairy butter, and twentye-four

(oontl for oresmery buttogz Robertson, engaged in this b-siness sinee 1870,

shipped a considerable mmount of but-er to the British mericotl, on consignments.
Bdweard c-ng? also of Seaforth, had deen in business since the 'fifties, but

preferred to sell butter to shippers, ratier t1en 5.1, the produet himself,
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Farmers produced from twenty to one Shousand pounds jer seasan, and preferred
9
to sell their butter to losal deslers, snd tius avoid market fozn which were

imposed on farmers who sold butter end eggs direstly to stores.

MILK: The growth o' urben cen‘res led to an increased sonsumption of

fresh milk, dut this product, like butter, proved to be wnsatisfactory, beoceuse
of the absenee of any systenman.ic regulations for inspestion., #lk distributien,
during the 'seventiea, wes conducted daily by a driver who seldam left the

sest of his wagon; his o:stomers, summoned by a hand=bell, filled tl.eir pitchers
fron milke=cens, Camplaints were often voioced arsinst t'e milizwan's addition

of shalk to restore normal sppearsnce to blue milk, and againat his too frequent
recourse to the pump in order to replenish hie milk suppl;r? In 1872, the
public analyst st the Toromto General iospitel reported: "From ..... results,

I oonolude that the milk is diluted with from fifteen to twenty per cent, of
water, & grave matter in suc:. am imyortent itém of the diet of the sick."
Sixteen years later, an analyst at Kiugston denounced milk es a ceause of
unhiealthy conditions in larpe citles.

In 1860, L.’. Colvin, Cincimmati, patented a mili:ing mechine which
obtained four quarts of milk per "zlnut:} four vearas later, an Unslieh nmachine,
opersted by mesng of hand=bellows was advcrtisoc‘lf Neither of these was used
0 any notiocesble extent in Upper Cenadas The first milk oondenaegg in Canede
wes established at Truro, Howa Sootia, in 1883, But south-wegtern Ontario
subsequently became the foremost distriot in the produoction of all forms of
coneentrated milk, Little wes knowa, in 1880, about t e fat content of milk,
and selentific tests were not fortheoming until 1888.90, Improvements in
hygisne end sanitation, the sdoption of better methods of bottling, ¥rsnsportatiom,
and dlstridution, end the use of meocl.anical re rigsretion, resulted in a

sonsidersble insrease in milk conmumption, by the end of the eentury.
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CHEESE: Cheese-makin:s was confined almost entirely to the farm until the
'fifties and 'sixtiess skimemilk cheese was popular smong tie early famcr‘l't
but it remained secondary in importance to butter and milk, which were more
essential .rtiolo? of produces Durin~ t'e 'forties, numerous cheese dairies
funotioned in New York ahtt? and several Canadian farmers bhegan to manufacture
cheese on a large scale. By 1848, Hiram Ranney, of Salford (Oxford County)
nanufectured cheese from the milk of nearly one hundred cows, and hauled the
produet to Hamilton, ~crivete cheese manufacturing concerns elso operated in
the Leeds and Grenville distriet; in 1851, one of these esta:lislmmnts shipped
eight tons of cheese to Sntlanﬁ By 1861, Ranney end his son=in~law, James
Herris, owned seven hundred aores and one hundred oagz, and manufsstured

from twenty-four te twenty-eight tons ef cheese ammually, Another Oxfopd
farner, Andrew Smith, of Norwioh, produced more than fifteen tons in 186%.8
Evidence indiocates that liuron County conteined two or three private manufactories
of eresce, b; 1875, w ieh, for the ros:t part, a‘orted the msthods used in the
Anerican system of cheese manufacturing,

The American lyotm'of aooperative cheese factories appears to have
been in operation in New York state after 1860, =lthough 1ts oririns lay in
Switserland in the early part of the century, Cheese feo- oriﬁ were established
for the purpose of manufssturing cheese from the milk produced on farms within
a given ares, and did not include farm dairies, where csheese was mads from the
nilk of the ewner's herd. Jesse :11liasms is fenerally oredited with having
srected the first cheese festory, in 1882, in Oneida County., ITwelve years
later, Harvey Farringtom, of Herkimer County, -uilt the firet Canadian cheese
festory near Norwich (0zford County), and ecoepted the milk of more then three
hundred cows, At sbout the sesme time, Thomas Ballmtygg erected the first
cheese feaotory in .‘1bbog£ (Perth County), and James Burnett established the

first one in the provinoce of Quebeo, at Dunhem. By 1865, Lower Cenads oontained



two fastories and Upper Canada sonta'ned ten, four of whioh were situated in
Oxford County, and one in Hastings County, ereoted et "elleville by Ketohum
Gruhagf One of these, owned by ndrew Smitg? of Norwieh, utilized the milk
of six hundred cows, includimg one hundred and twenty of his owg.‘ The ensuimg
yoars witnesszed a phenomenal growth of oheese factories i: Upjer Canada, whish
gontained: in 185:, one hundred feetories; in 1887, two hundred and thirtyefive
faoctories, of whioh thirty-six were in 3outh Qxforgg and in 1871, three hundred
and twenty-three factories. It is noteworthy that, although the fastory system
began slowly in the eastern part of the province, by 1880 factories were lossted
predominently (after Oxford County) in Hastings, Clen;erry, and Leeds Countiosg
By 1875, there were at least seven cheese faotorigz in Huron County,
which provided sources "frox which a good many of the farmers pgo: most of their
revenue at tha- 1;i.mo?a Three fastories were located at Seaforth, and were owned
by As Naloolms Jehn cm-mnﬁ? and E.J. Hickson and Company, respectively; the
reasining four were situnated at Bmoo"’io]j? Brussels, LaondesWoro, and Clinton,
Hiekson and Cempmny, in 1874, produeed eighty tons of cheese, The factory st
Brucefield wes established in lay, 1874, and during its first senson also manue
festured eighty tens, from the milk of more than four hundred oone} The Brussels
factory presented a setisfactcyy ropo:a'i for 1874: 46,254 -~ounds of cheese were
produced from 466,C68 pounds of milk; the prise received by patrons for the
cheese was 8,07 cents per pound, Meanwhile, the Londesboro factory produced
fran the milk of three hundred and £ifty ocows 112,210 pounds of cheese. The
Clinten esteblishment, owned by Callendear, Seott, and Conpmg! produced 72,823
pounds of chesse from the mill of five hundred cows., The seven factories
prodused, in 1678, an aggregete of 250 tons of cheese, fraom the milk of 2,600
oows, at an average yield of 200 pounds of milk per oows, The price of cheese

averaced 12} oents per pound, thus adding to the wealth of Huron farmers,



frem cheese alone, the sum of $62,800 == or an average of $26 for esch oast
By 1880, there were at least nineteen cheese factories in Huron
Gamigf looated as follows: Ashfield, oue, in the southweast corner of the
townshin; VWest Wewsnosh, one, st umh.-u?-? East Viswenosh, one, the Beaver
sheese faotory, at the eleventh oonsession; Turnberry, two, st Dluevele and
st Belmore; Howiok, two, one of w {0 was at Gorrigz Morris, one, at the sixth
eongessian; Grey, Colborne, snd Godericn, nome; Hulles$, one, in the south-east
sesetion) lMsKillop, two, ane of which was et Winthré’ Stanley, one, near Vlm”
Mtz? fours ane aon the southera boundary, one and one=half miles from
Bogerville; enother at Bruecerields s third factory two miles southweas: of
Clintan; and the fourth at Sufou'ﬂ.e whieh provide e marke: far the northe
eastern part of the township; :iay ocontained no fecories; Stephen, two,at
htg and Croditog and Usborne, one, at Fargphar, It would eppesr that numercus
other cheese futorlzg had sprung into existenge for a short-lived period, as
was the case in most of the agriocultural districts of th’ provinee, Cheese~
manufasturing enterprises were not eonfined within the Berders of the eounty:
in 1877, a Seaforth citiszen went to Haenitoba in order to lay the foundations
of a cheese feotory thorz!
There were two types of cheese festory, =- the proprietary and the
ocooperative, Proprietery fastorias purchased milk fron a mmber of farnmers
who neither shrred in the profits, nor head any direst volee in the management,
Cooperative tuitcﬂn were profiieghering, snd were controlled by a comnittee
or board of direstors. The first type outnumbered the seoond in the provinoce,
but the swerage output of the leiter was wuch greeter. In the delryin; distriots
of Oxfard eand liuron Counties, fermers generally favoured the proprietary system
at first, preferring to reseive six cents for one gallon (ten pounds) of milk

than to obtain two cents per pound for whatever price the cheese brought at

4he market, In 1878, it wes common for farmers to sell their milk te cheese



faetories b seven or eight cents per gdlclf The oooperstive system had some
supperters, however; for example, & Tuokersnith eoncern, in 1876, offered to
trensport the milk azd te menufacture the cheese, in return for 2 3/4 eents
per pound, == an offer wh'ch was acoepted by the feotory's p.trmz:, The
sogperative factory greduslly supplanted the propriecsry systen, and besrme
almost universally scce)ted. An indication of the volume of business conducted
by & typlecel Huron fectory is revealed by tle following sta.isiics: in 1879,
the Regerville soncern purchesed 1,568¢,373 pounds of milk, from whiech 148,730
pounds of cheese were made; from the sale of this chesse, the fectory reslised
$9,833, and deoclared e dividend of 13 per cent., on the eapital -tooI?

The esrliest cheese factories in the western nart of the provinece
were sommodious end wellebuilt, and usually consisted o  two main buildings:
one for the msnufacture of the eheese, and s "dry=ho se" for ouring it. In 1871,
the "Globe" received numerous letters of inquiry concerning the erestion of
fastories. The cost of a amall fastory, sixty by twenty-sim feet, and tweo
staries in height, ocontaining vets, presses, hoops, and scales, and providing
roaa for one aundred cows, ranged fram {1300 to $1600, The cost of additicna)
oquipment, iz order to provide for two hundred cows, was about 3305? The
prineipal feults of Cenadian cheese fastories during this period were their
inadequate li.to’? leack of senitation, end 1little or no scontrol of temperature
in the suring-romms, o0 that "the 0ld cheese with oracked surfaces was the
happy huntin; - round for the checse=fly and its larve, the 'lld.ppﬂl"?;

Various mplmgg were used in manufessturing ohesese, iaoluding
vats, presses, agitators, curd fillers, and bendagess In the domestic manufagture
of elsese, milk was heated, usually in a washewboiler or large vat, ourds were
drained in a specislly=oconstructed basket, and the cheese was pressed with a

home=mede lever. After 1864, same of the finest cheese~presses and churns in

the provinee were menufectured by :.F. Clemch, of Cobourg (Northumberland County)



and Coriden Lewis, o Salford (Oxford County). ’'‘oxon Brotheras, n.i Tvrner snd
Brothers, of Ingersoll, made cheese~ve‘s, and b 1863, it. Whitelew, of Doachville
(Oxrerd Jouithy) began to menufacture dair:; supplies. The upri.it vress waes long
ugsed in the faotory until it was replaced by the gang press efter 1886, At
sbout the sene time, the Macpherson curderske sup,lanted the s..ort-.amdled reke
whioh had been used as a curd a itator sinoce the late 'seventies. In 1878-80,
s power egitator was invented by a feotory owner in .:estinrs County. lLandeges,
out fram cheeseeloth and sewn by hand, were first used at abo.t 1875, but were
replaced by sdsmless bandages {ive ;esrs later. T:e curdemill wns not in genersel
use until 1880, when two types appeared. Cooling-ro&! for cheese were experimented
with during the 'nineties.

The process of eollesting and heuling milk was comnarstively simple.
Farmers left their milk in ten~gallon ocans on a small :latform erected at the
roadside, or, if the heet was too intense, the cana were nlaced in the eheds,
These oans were 6olleoted dally by teamsters, aid delivere- to the factory.
Durinz the 'seventies, Robert Dalrymple, Tuckersmith, used to gather milk and
trensport it by wq;og.s In tire, with the improvement of roads and wegons,
collestions were mede twies deily, and oocs«lonally platforms were equipped
with Ibighing-nao,inogf

Puron County's production of cheese leaped from 5,649 pounds in 1843:’
to 22,000 in 105;’ to 68,243 pounds (Hemesmsde) in 1870, snd to 600,000 pounds
in 1875, == an inorease which eempares faviursbly with ti e production of butter
during the same period, In 1851, Upper Caneda produced 2,293,600 pounds, and
in 1861, 2,688,172 pounda, a slendsr inorease which fails to eampare favourably
with the relative inorease in the produstiom of 'butto:s'? The u:portatig of

eheese from Canede was as follows: in 1887, 6.2 tons; 1.1 1888, 5.85 tons; in

1869, 16,15 tonss in 1860, 86,6 tons; in 1863, 23,3 tons; in 1364, 56.9 tons,



In 1866, Canada purchased $306,000 worth of cheese (rom the United Stetes.

Two years later, owing to the furore ef factory building, Canada and the United
States were both glutted with eheese; the latter ex orted nearly thirty thousand
tous to Grest Britain, end still retained eighty thousand tons to .dispose of at hng}
The abrogation of recioroeity in 18668 deprived Canedian fermers of a market for
esattle, and, together with the formation of the Dairymen's Associetion of Umtario,
inereased interest in deirying.

In daly, 1887, the Canadisn Dairmen's Auocin‘bigf modelled on the
Mneriean Agsociation formed in 1863, was orgenised at Ingeraoll. The ocomsion
of the formetion of this body was e pienic, held on the farm of Jonathan Jones,
to gelebrate the return of militia whisch had been summoned to suppress the
recent Fenien ingurrestions. C.E, Chedwick was elscted president, and Fichard
Mamning, of Exeter, was named as a vioo-pruidcn%’ five yeers later, Villimm
Powler, of Clinton, became Huron County's nproamtativge In Yarch, 1872, the
Ontario Dairymen's Asgsoeiastion wes organised at Belleville, under the preasidenocy
of Ketehum Gruhxf For a few months, intense rivalry existed between the two
bodies, == & rivalry whieh was terminetB in 1873, by union, to formthe Dair:=
men's Assoeistion of Ontario, Chezse boarde were established at Ingersoll, and
later, ot Stratford, Belleville, and London. At annual meetingas, wvarious toples
were discussed such as the eolouring of cheese, the cooling of milk, end the
ereotion of different types of factories.

The Dairymen's Assosiatiom of Ontario held its first annual choese
fair at Ingersoll, in October, 1878, learly four hundred cheesons were exhibited
by forty=four fastories, the mejoritvy of whish represented the western aestiom
of the provinee, Four prises were won by Huron County representativea: in Claas A,
A. Maloolm, of Seaforth, recoived first prise ($100) for the six best factory

echeeses, weighing st lesst fifty pounds eash; Callender, Soott, end Compsny,
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of Clinton, end K.J. Hickson snd Sampeny, of Sesforth, won fourt.. prise ($25)
and thirteenth prise (§5), respeotively, in the samo diwiasion; in Class ',
Joln Chisholm geined first prise (3$18) for tha four best faotcry ehossell
Cheese feirs were subsequently ..eld at London and Stratford, aud i. 1876, &
group o: UGoderich oitisens suggested tne holdin: of & similer falr t.horz?

By 1874, the daminion had an excess of ten thousand tons of cheese,
and had gained, within a degade, a $2,000,000 industry, nearly all of which =~
41,826,000, in feot, == lay in o:mug? It was stated in that vear thet "the
prices of dairy products (hed] edvenced, during the nast ten years, more
rapidly end more steedily then the prices of the ordinary -roducts of the !'mmln.W
Until 1871, most of the Cunadian cheese which was exported oversens was shipped
via New York dealers, who were frequently aocouse.’ of practising "fraud and
“lh“lt;?‘ After thet date, however, prsc:ioally all Canadien cl:eese bound
for Britain was shipped direetly,

in 1879, the cheese and butter markets were affsoted by violent
fluetuations, and prices desreased to such an extent thet many dairy fastories
suspended operations. Conditions returned to normal, durin; tie fall, with
the result that, in the ensuing yesr, Canadn's export af oneese totalled 20,184
ton-mf The teriff imposed under the "National Policy" inoreased the cost of
imported eheese by three cents per pou.a? ~= @ step which encouraged the
smeumption and mamuifecture of Canadian ghnm Throeughout the 'sixties and
‘ssventies, there was mueh competition and price-outtings cheese was often
purchased by agents, who peid from nine to ‘welve cents pwr round for the pradu%gf
AMter 1900, cheese production in Janada degan to deoline, snd butter produetion
%0 inorease. Cheese declined from 110,800 tons in 1900 to 49,5600 tons in 1034;

butter increased from 18,000 tons §0 107,000 tens during the same period.



EGGIs Aithmgh egre are mentioned as an Upper Canndian ex it ir 18%??
Shey were an unsalable carmodity in seversl seotiors of' tle province, insluding
Hupron County, Obstasles to the production and exportetion o." ezzm insluded the
absense 0f adequnate systems of siore;e ail tronsportetion, ru’ a lack of producers
of larce quantities of the produst, Several wethods of storsge, wany of whish
sppear to have been excoedingly strange, were employed. Nggs we:c stored in
sush media as water saturated wit: lime (one quart of lime to two gallons of
water), molasses, tallew, dry salt, meal, charcoal dul'g? and water-glass (silieate
of soda), /nother method wes to rud the shells with lardi or butter, in order
40 close the pores and exolude .}3? Another sugrestion w-s to pack eggs with
ths large ends down, and thus prevent the air bubble from -pnadi.%g)‘? Still
another metiond was to pune: holes in a tin pall, 11l it with egzo, and lower
the sontainer in a kettile of melted tallows tle ez s, thus coated witi a thin
sovering of tallow, snd placed in a harrel, in e cool cellar, would remain fresh
for more then six nontgg} A Parisian method, prastised by Onterio {armers, was
to eoet wggs with dissolved beeswax and olive oil: the eg:rs would be pressrved
for two ”“15 Eggs might also be pasked in fine salt, but this method did not
entirely exclude air or molsture,

J.De Moore, of St, Mary's, is credited with having devivsed a system
of storing eggs for export, in 18%;? In 1876, Joseph Flavelle no%gs the method
used by s Toronto firm in preserving eggs: deslers packed surplus eggs in a
sslution of lime and water in lerge v+.s, whlgh were then ocovered with gotton
sheets, 1 paste of lime and water wes spresl over and around the gheets, in
order to keep the vats s aiystight as possible; coowsionaliy, fresh linsewster
was sdded, to renrlece tha. which hed evaporated, D.D. Wilson, of Seaforth, and
other egg eaporters made extensive use of tiis method o storage, iilson alee used

fee for refrigeration purposes, end obiained his lce fran s dan at Ngmondville,
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on the Bayfield Riv%}? In 1880, it was believed that the hest methods of
preserving egs s were to plece them in lime-water, to which had boen added some
salt and oresm of tartar, .or to paek tiem in braa as soon as possible after
they were h}:f

In 1867, D.D. Wilson, who had been an ey ; denler for two years at
Galt, sstkled in Seaforth, w'ere e estsblished an "Egg Fmporium.” During his
first year at Seaforth, he purchased 1,100 barrels, eao.. containing seventy
dogens of ogéH meny of which were sold in New York eity, the prineipal market,
at as low as eight eente per dosen, Ten yesras later, Wiilson's purchaser reseched
the enormous totel of 9,000 barrels, or 630,000 dosens of egrs, per yo}u;f and
earned for him the title of “the Egr Kiny of Canada.” He employed from seven
to ten teams, whic) collected egrs fram sountry store-keepers; his collectors
travelled forty miles north, northewest, and north~sast, and twamty miles south,
of Goderich, trerebdy eovering most of .iuron County, portions of Bruoce and
Wellington Counties, and the western part of Perth, Collections continued from
Margh until the fall, and the largest shipments were made as the sutwumn months
spproashed,

By 1880, Wilson was purohasing eight times the quantity of eggs he
had been able to buy in 1867, in the ssme territory. ‘oreover, he also received
@ lesser proportion of spoiled eggs, «= evidenoce that farmers were taking better
ocare of their produot, In 1880, the aversge price paid by ‘/ilson was ten scents
in cesh, per dosen) during 1878-79, a grest many egss were bougit at eight oents
per Gosens in 1879, the highest orice nald was fourteen cents per dosen, Farmers
in Goderiech and Colborne townshipe preferred to sell their egi's to Seaforth
store=keepers, or direotly to Wilsen, in order to escape Haying market fees

119
imposed on farmers who sold er~s and butter direotly to stores in Coderich,
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Most of Yillson's egzs were shipped to New York city, where the demand was
prastiocally unlimited, New York depended largely on Canada for its supply of
egis durin; June, and on the southern states in Deoember, Jenuary, and February,
before the layi-r sesson began in the northe The obstnoles to sucocess in the
British market were the lack of suitable refrigeration, snd the oompetition

of Freno: eggedealed? During 1877-78, Wilson shipped eggs to Glaspow and
‘Liverpool, chiefly as an experiment; he learned that the most suiteble sesron
to ship to Britain wes in Ostober~liovember, beeause egrs shipped in midesummer
were t00 perighabdble,

A system of egr inapeetion had been Jegun, as enrly as 1874, in
Hew York lt.%cz} During certain sessons, VWilson's egzs were inspeoted "by
oandle 1ight.” Prior to shipment, they were properly sorted and packed, usually
in kiln=dried oat-shells, in flour-barrels. All eggs were not narketed at omoe,
however:s %ilsen "piokled," or limed, about 100,000 egzs during the suwmmer,
for shipment in the f&ﬁ Eggs were transported to liew York in ventilated
freight oars, within three or four dayss the cost of freight, to New York, was
one eent per dozen, and to Great bLritain, twice thet smount., There was no duty
on e;gs exported to the United States.

Y¥iilson wes the ocutstanding shipper of eggs in Canada, but there were
several other dealers in the province, During the semson of 1873, a Bownan-
ville (Durhen County) mershant shipped 80,000 dosens of egge to New Yoﬁf
Williem Soott, an egg dealer at Gelt (Weterloo County), shipped 941 barrels
of eggs to the same destination, representing, along with those he sold in
Galt, 7,600 aouxluzf In AMpril, 1878, John Hanne, an East l.awanosh merohant, sold
1,000 dosens, the third sesle he megotiated that uu}nzx.s Other shippers inoluded
JoD. Moore, of St, Mary's, who shipned ebout one=half the amount shipped by

D.D. Viilsoms D.K. Melisughton and Campany, st Chathams one eash at Viinghem,
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Walkerton (Bruee County), Fergus (Wellington County), Strathroy (Middlesex
County), end Waterloo (Waterloo County), snd a number of snall shippers in
¢he vieinity of GQR?

By 1880, BHuron County had made considerable progress in all aspeets of
dalrying, even as it hed d ne in the other -hases of arriculture. At nrovineoial
exhibitions, Huron representatives gained twelve prizes, eight of whieoh were
received in 1830 snd 1881, Of the twolve awards, nine were for bdbutter and three
for cheese. In the production of these produots, Muron Count;r ranred high among
the eounties of the province; in the produotion of e;ge, luron ranked first in the
dominien, The develepment of dairying in Huron, as in other counties, was
inplemsnted by governmsant assistanss, snd by improvements in refrigeration,

In 1874, the Ontsrio government adopted the policy of aswarding an amnual grant of
$700 to the Dairymen's moum%ﬁ! Prior to 1880, this money was earefully
expended, chiefly in the hwolding of anmmusl conventions for educational purposes.
Between 1880 and 1890, the grants were pertly used to defray the salaries of
dairyins instructors, for exsmple, S.!'. Bnrrlﬁ who tsught at the Ontario Agric-
ultural Collere in 16885-86. No rovernment organisation for the purpose of
oondusting such services a- factory inspeotion or milk testing existed until
1891=92, At this time, i'rofessor James Y. Robertson was appointeq dairy commiss~
fioner, and a deiry bransh was sgtablished at Ottewa, in order t» develop winter
eroemmeries., l!schanioal refrigerastion, as has been st-ted, affected ot only
dairying, but the whole ;astoral industry. GStorsge plants were erected as early
as 1886, at Montresl, and 1886, at Ingersoll, but the possibilites of storage in
the dairying field did not besoms fully epparent until the 'nimti%ge The first
sttexpt at refrigerated ocean traunsport, in Cansda, was made after 1895, when
the Commissioner of Agriculture was suthorised to order the sonstrustion of ioe=
sooled, ingulated chambers in e number of steamships., In 1907, the Dominion Cold
Storage Aot was passed, to ensourage the erection of publio cold storsge wore-

130
houses in localities where none already exlsted,
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Chapter XI1Ia Dairxigg.

References:
1 Agrio, and Can, Jourmal, vol, I, 1848, May 15, p. 983 June 1, pp. 110=111; 118,
cft, J‘”l. G.C.. Pe 358,
2 Brit, Amer. Cult., WIQ III. 18“, Apﬂl, Pe 86,
Note the instruetions ~iven to s Iluron farmer, by the "Weekly Globe" (wol. XXX,
1’". hly 19. P. ‘58).
3 wm’ F.: The 1880'...t°., Pe 7‘
4 Inmis end Lower, vol, II, pp. 857=-5869,
$ Can, Agrie., vol., 1V, 1852, July, p. 217; vol, XV, 1863, #pril, pp. 144-146,
Cen, Farmer, vol, IV, 1867, June 15, p. 182; vol. I, (new series), 1669,
Mey, pe 1743 vol. IXII, (new series), 1871, May, p. 1763 September, p. 334)
vol, IV, (new series), 1872, April 15, p. 129,
[ For a goed deseoription of dairying utensils, vid, Cliapsis, J.C.: The Past,
Present, and the Future of the Dalry Industry in the Province of Quebes.
(Quebeo Sessional Papers, iic. 5, 1909),
Can. Agric., vol. V, 1883, Deoember, p. 89; vol, XIV, 1862, October 1, p. 681,
Vid. suprs, p. 124,
WeGo, Wol. XXVI, 187¢, August 20,
8 Can, Farmer, vol. IV, (new series), 1872, February 15, p. 57) vol. II, 1874,
February 16, p. 74.
9 %.0., vol, XXVI, 1874, May 29,
10 Memormdum by the lete (Sir) Joseph Flavelle; dated Toronto, April 20, 1934,
1 Can, Farmer, vol, II, (new series), 1870, April 15, pp. 134=53 of, ibid,,
July 15, p. 288,
12 Leandon, Fe: The 1860's,etc., pe 7o
13 Cf. letter written by fleherd Menning of Exeter, in Can. Fermer, vol, IV, 1867,
Mmgust 15, p. 246,
14 The meeting was held at Toronto, on Pebruary 3, 1867,
Cf., Can. Fermor, wol. I, 1869, Pebruary 15, p. 853 Mey 15, p. 166,
YW.G., vol, XXIII, 1871, August 25; vel, XXIV, 1872, February 163 wol, XXVIII,
10768, June 23, p. 4,
Tests were made with English and Cenadian selt in the Seaforth ares, prior
to 1880, at #.8. Robertson's sug-estion, but no appreciable difference
hed been noteds
l‘ w‘. R.pm, 1881. wl. I. PPe “8“9‘.



17
18

(3

& &8 % 8 88 ]

9

Ibid.. vol. 111, Pe 92,

Cf. ®.G., vol, XXX, 1878, July 5, p. 427; vol. XXXI, 1870, Jme 13, p. 379}
Jduly 11, p. 443,

ct. Tm. Pe 133,
‘.e.. “1. m. 1873. mh 22. p. 187.

The Lucknow fac-ory was modelled after the one a- Teeswater, which handled
the milk of from 2850 to 300 ocows. (\..G., vol, A.lX, 1878, Arril 12, p.235),

Ibide, April 19, p. 261; April 26, p. 267,

Tbid., June 14, p. 379, '

wo. hpwt. 1881. Wl. II. p. 311.

By 1881, Ontario contained at least seven oresmeries, two of which werse
located in Waterloo County, at Breslau end St, Jacob's,

W.G., vol. XXXIII, 1881, July 2,
Cf. kl‘le. R.pm. 1831. '°1. III' P. 92.

m. J-Bo. Pe 502,

Mm. p. 19’.

Cen, Agric., vol, XIV, 1862, Ootober 16, p, 627,

Can, Farmer, vol. II, (new series), 1870, April 18, pp, 134=135,

The Cansdien heme market for butter in 1866 was extrmmely poor, following
the profitable years of 1864 and 1865. (Can, Farmer, wol. IV, 1867,
Pebruary 18, p. 89), :

Idid,, wvol. II' 1874, uq_ 1. pe 17,

MGQ n.pm. 1’81. vol, I. Pe 404,

Cf. Bomnyeastle, pp., 2ll-213,

W.G., vol. XXV, 1873, July 18,

lbi‘o. vol, XXx, 1878. June 7. Po 383,

Agric. Report, 1881, vol. I, p. 495; wol, IV, Appendix J,pp. 33=34,

In shisping, Robertson preferred a tub built of split staves, which held
brine better, and enabled English importers to turn out the butter
in a smoother ocoandition,

During the late 'eighties, oreaunery butter sold, in Chiosgo, et 12% to
15 eents per pound,

Agric. Repert, 1881, vol, I, p. 4173 vol, IV, Appendix J, p. 35



41
42
43

4«

&g I 8 8% 3

W.G., vol, XXXII, 1880, July 2; vol. XXXIII, 1881, Jan. 7.

The persentage of skim milk wes highest in April, end the peroentsge of
watered milk imoressed from March to June,

Can, *r’.o.. vol, X'\-’.' 1883, Deo., . 468,
Can, Parmer, vol. I, 1864, April 1, p. 87,

For a discussion concerning oondensed milk, dried milk, and ioe oresm,
ses Ruddiek, ppe 7376,

hm. ‘.c.. p‘ '3.

Agris, and Can, Sournal, vol, I, 1848, May 15, p. 98; June 1y pp. 11N=111; 118,

Can., Agrie,, vol, IV, 18862, July, p. 216,

Cen, Farmer, vol. I, 1864, lsbruary, pp. 22«23,

Lsnden, F.s The 1860's, eto., p. 6.

Ruddielk, pp. 46-49,

Johnston, W., pe 169,

Wood, A.Co (p. 200) ealls Ballantyne the founder of the Cansdian wheese
industry.

Cen, Farmer, vol, IV, 1867, Jem. 15, p. 29,

In 1873, a faotory wes erected in Fullarton township, also in Perth County,
('UG.. Wl. m. 1875’ !‘y 16).

Can., Farmer, vol. II, 1874, Pedbruary 16, pp, 74«75,
¥r. Grahem mamed his fesotory the "Front of Sydney,"

The other three faetories were owned by Harvey Farrington, Jares Harris,
end & man namei Galloway, respectively.

Desn, E.H.s Censdian Dairying. (Toronto, 1908), p. 110,
Can, Farmer, vol, I, 1884, Oot. 1, p. 279 Nov. 1, p. 3103 vol. 1I, 1868,

g, 1, po 23).
Ibid,, vol, V, 1868, Web, 15, pp. 60«61,
Agrio. Report, 1881, wol, I, p. 404.
Sesa. Papers, vol, VI1I, Part I, 1876~76, p, 88.
Elder, John, Mearen 8, 1935, No, 4.
WeGe, wol, XXV, 1878, Oot. 31.
gf. ibid., vel, XXIX, 1A77, Oct. 26, p, 699,

The Brucefield fsstory was owned at first by R.J. 7iekson, and MoDougall
and Browmlee, of Seaforth,



8l
62
€3

87
és
69

72

73
74

76
76
77
78

8l
8g
83

306.

WOG.. 701. mx. 1874. M.y 22.
Ibid.. VGI: mII' 1875. ‘-':.”h 5.

Agric. Report, 1876, pp. 269 £f,
Clinton "News Record", Mug. 6, 1936,

Sess. Papers, vol, VIII, Part I, 1875e76, p. 55e

There were two cheese factories in Biddulph, one on lot 16, first ooncession,
and the other on lot 1, south boundery, ioGillivray contained one
fastory, in the west seoti n of the township,

Ilst. sketel. of Hurom, pe xxi.
ce,. VJ.G.. '01. m' 1878, mw 24. Pe 331'

lilst, sketch of Huron, p. xvi,

Ibid., p. xvii,

bid., p. xviii,

Vid. ¥%W.0., wol, XXVIII, 1878, Nereh 17, p. 1ll,

This festory wrs purchesed for 34200, in 1876, by ¥i.3. Robertson,

Vid, letter from Richerd lemning, owner of the Exe er chesse fsotory, in
Canade .armer, vol., V, 16888, Jan, 1§, p. 22,

’n.(}.' '01. 7\.‘\'.3\, 1078. Jm. 18. p. ‘5‘

Cf. item cmirnlng ochesss feotories near slyth, in W.G., vol, XXX, 1878,
Septe 6, ps B71,.

Ibid,, vol. XXIX, 1877, June 8, p. 376,
Ivid,, vol. XXX, 1878, April 12, p. 235,
Ibid., vol, AXVI(I, 1876, Mar. 17, p. 11,
Ibid., vol. XXXII, 1880, dJan. 30,

Ivid., wol, XXIII, 1871, Harch 24; Ostober 20,
Can, Farmer, vole III, nese, 1871, Deooc., ps 45l.

Zefes DOt DSar & spring ol 0001 water,

c.n‘ Pm.r. WI. I. NeBey 1869’ D.ﬂ.’ Pe 4843 Wl. ZII. NeBay 1871.
Septes Pe 3344

Iuddiok, pe 6l.

CPs 1bide, PDPe 58«59,

Cf, London "Fres Press,” Merch 5, 1938.

Clinton "News Record”, fug. 6, 1936,



es
86
1

) §

Elder, John, April §, 1935, lNo. 8,
Teon, p. 138,

8romm, J.B., p. 302,

KeQueen, p. 199,

Cf. eupra, p. 289,
Can, Agric., vol. XIV, 1862, Ost. 16, . 627,

Agric. Repori, 18tl, vol, I, p. 404,

Csn, Farmer, vol, V, 1868, Feb, 15, pps 80w6l; June 1, p. 180,

lbid.; vole I, n.s., 1869, February, p. 533 vol., III, n.s., 1871, Sept., p.384.

Farmer's Advooate, 1667, AMigust supplement, p. 693 1868, Yeyroh, pp. 36+38;
1869, Mareh, n. 38e

Cen, Farmer, vol, 1V, 1867, Mg. 15, p. 246,

London "Free Press”, March 85, 1938,

Cen, Farmer, vol, IV, n,s., 1872, April 15, p. 129,

But of. Ruddiok, pp. 78«79, ‘

W.G., vel, XXV, 1873, Oet, 31,

Ibid., vel, XXVII, 1876, Mg, 13, .

cﬂ. Fm. "1. III. n.... 18"1. r‘b'. p. 82' 791. II. 1874. uay 1. ’. 171’
ofe Farner's Advocete, 1876, Mereh, pp. 42«43,

Can, Farmer, vol. II, 1874, March 2, p. 89,

.

‘!0.1. Pe 183,
Agrie. Report, 1861, vol, I, p. 404,
WeGe, WOl, XXXI, 1872, Feb., 28, pe 1333 April 18, p. 247.

Neny persons, however, eontinued to prefer 3ritish oheese, nenufactured
with Livernool salt,

Cen, Farmer, wvol., III, 1888, Sept, 15, p., 275; vol. V, 1868, April 1, p. 102;
vol, I1I, nes., 1371, PFebe, pp. 833 T5; June, pp. 21F=6; wvol, 1I,
1874. Jun. 1. PO 207'

Browm, J.B., pe 82,

Pordwioh "Resord”, Jan. 15, 1936,

Cf, Johnston, #., pe 168,

In Jemmary, 1846, eggs sold at 1s. 3d. per dosen at Toronto. (Bomnyoastle,
PP 211-218).



108
109

12
113
114
16
116
1Y

119

120
il
122
123
13¢
128
126
127
128

129

130

307,

Can. Farmer, vol. III, 1866, July 2, p. 199,

WeGe, wole XXIII, 1871, April 7; wol. XXVI, 1874, Deo. 4.
Ibide, vol. XXIII, 1871, June 2,

Ibids, vol. XXIV, 1872, Jaa. 19,

nid., vol. XXV, 1873, April 11,

Jolnstan, “., pe 166.

Xemorandum by the lete (Sir) Joseph Flavelle; deted Taronto, April 20, 1934.
Seaforth "Expositor”, June 13, 1937.

VeGe, Wwole XXXII, 1880, July 233 wol. XXXIII, 1881, April 1,
"Hureon Lxpositor", Jan, 26, 1932,

Cf. item in W.0., vol, XXVII, 1875, Dec. 3.

Ibid., vol. XIXII, 1880, July 23 vol, XXXIII, 188), Jan. 7.
Cf. suprs, p. 290,

Agrie, Report, 1881, vole. I, ppe 477=484,

W.G., wol., XXVI, 1874, Nov, &,

Ibid,, vol, XXXII, 1850, Aug., 20,

WeG., wol, XXV, 1873, June 6,

Ibid., Nov, 21,

Ibid., wvol, XXx, 1878, April 19, p. 261,

Agrio. Report, vol, V, Appendix L, pp. 1013,

Cam, Parmer, vol, II, 1874, Pebruary 16, p. 753 April 1, p. 132,

Barrd had heer sent sbrosd in 1879 by the province of (uebes, in omder te
study Danish methods of deirying,

Darling, ppe 18-19,
Vid, Welter, ppe 19«23, for a dlscuseion of the progress of dairying in
Ontario, 1800-14,

The Dairy Industry in Caneds, pp. 98=100; 117-119; of. p. 130,

¢ * B & &S %S



CUIAPTTE XIIX

Transcortatlion and “arkotlnij‘loilitio-o

The agricultural develommert f lluran Coun‘y would not have sttained
the heights 1t reashed by 1880, 1f transportation and marketin~ faoilities had not
slso been lsveloped to a higi degree of offleiency. The Tract was traversed
by @ roa’ eveu tefore it wes seitled, and other highways werc not long im
fortheeming, The era of railwa: construction preceded s neriod of rapid prowth,
perhaps too ratid for the health of .ario-'s cemaunities, Lake transpertstion
was slow in developin~, uwin; to t:e inadequecy of Larbor feoilities at Bay-
field and “oderich, Trassportation was enhanood by the existence of fine horses
for teamins goods between farns and railwey stations. The marketing fecilities
of the county, by 1880, were better than those of most of the ocounties in
wostern Outerio, The existencec of varicus tyves of mills, ~~ (rist, flax, oat,
weol, anc esw, -- aided and abetted the zrowth of these facilities, by providing
products wiich were in univercal demend,

During the first fifteen years of its existense, the traffic and
trade o the Furon Traot were coniined prinoipally to two reds, whioh were
"simply strairht lines, formed by felling trees "% the Huron loadf sonstructed
by the Censda Crwpeny in 1828, lisked Goderich to Hmamilton, via Stratford and
Galt, an¢ the Londom Rcasd, built in 1834 by the provineial overmment, extended
from Coderich, threugh Clinton, Brucefleld, and Exeter, to London. Travoncrg
during the f'trirties spoke li-hly of the energy exerted by t:e Caneda Compeny
in oonstrueting end mainteining roade; by Jamnuary, 1840, the Company had spent
sppromimately £30,000 on rosis within te borders of the Trmtf Two brenches
of the London resd were subsequently built from Brucefields one to Bayfield,

and the other throuzh Seaforth and Brussels to Vroxeter., By 1856, & rosd was

308.
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built from the townshio of Woolwioh (Waterloo County) to and through the six
noerthern townshipys o Huron?

Prom 18566 to 1861, following the passnve of a county by-law providing
for the gravellins o:r roeds, three hundred miles of hirhway wero vra‘nnod?
ineluding s road between Auburn and Goderioh? The first private scorporation
to control a road in Huron Cointy was the Goderiech Northarn Gravel Road Company,
ingorporated by sot of parlisment in 1861? which bduilt a firet-olass (ravel
rou’l fram Goderish to Lucimow, a distance of twentywtwo miles, This rosd
passed through Ssltford (orizinelly known as Slabtown aud Meitlandville),

Dunlop (formerly iillburn), Smith's Hill (Carlow), Nile, Dunganmnon, and Belfast.
During the early 'seventies, the Huron County Couneil purchased this road and
all rights pertaining threretoj at sbout the same time, a grevel road was built
between Clinton and Mngha}x? Heanwhile, roads were construoted between Goderich
end Bayfield, snd between Goderieq. and Kinoardine, et ;;overnment exvense, By
1880, Huron County contained two hundred miles of the fineat pravel roads in
the provinece,

Prior to the 'sixties, most of the roads in the county were in a
primitive conditions in swempy areas they were un‘muy ecorduroy, while others
were simply mud or dirt roads., Travelling in winter was easier and more pleasant,
although warious hasards, suoh as partly frosen rivers and pools, thaws whish
aspoiled the surfaee, and drifts which overthrew slel hs, had to be surmounto%}
During the 'sixties, a system of statute lebour was emnlovec, 1-.t proved to be
unpepular, ohiefly becsuse it diseriminasted between large and snall property
ocwners, - o the detriment of the lntto}'f Noreover, becau:ie one day's work wrs
oonsidered the equivalent of only one doller in taxes, farmers ineclined to become

13
indolent snd careless, intent on performing only the required nunber of deys' work.
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The Nerthern Gravel Road Compsny, in 1861, receied the pight to
maintain six tellegates on ite rosd, in order to help defray the ex/ enses of
eonstruetion and upkeep, The first tollegzate, at Saltford, was in cherpse of
Richard Postlethwaite, who hed formerly been toll-pate keeper at Glenn's Hill,
between Dunlop and Lucknow, Other gates were locnted at Smith's ¥ill, north
of Dunzenunon, and north of Belfast, resveotively. Toll fees were, for a single
tesm of horses or amen, five oents, and for a double team, ten centss men on
horsebeck were char-ed two cents, while foot passengers, «u.: funeral and weddinyg
prosessions were exempt frot -mymm%? By 1871, it wss heco 114 arparent, throughe
out the province, that toll-roads in the hands of private companies renerally
fared badly, while roeds supervised by county ocouncils were kept in a fine state
of npd}'f Farmers were urged by the "Globe" to a; itate apainst this state of
..ftdl%g in Huron Coun+y, opposition found expression via vigilense committees,
whie' desiroyed some of the iollegeies, ' :en the eounty counoil purchased the
rights of the Northern Gravel Road Company, at about 1873, tho tollegetes were
removed, and were permanently abolished.

Vehioles in the eerly days of -le settlement included ox-esrts, and
two- or four<horse *‘eems; durin- the early 'thirties, Colonel Van Fgmond maine
tained twenty four~horse teams on the road bdetween Goderiech and Toronto, 4in
order to transport immigrsnts and goods. At about 1832, the Canasda Comnany
established a s: nage line from Mamilton to Goderiech, to fasilitate the opening-up
of the Tm%‘.' Eventually, a similar service was Iintroduced on the London Roni?
By the 'seventies, lisht spring wegons, such as bugplies, demoerats, and surreys,
becsme the popular form of conveysnse, and were replaced by sleirhs in winter.
By 1875, "horses, mules, snd oxen were in the heyday of cheir us fulness,
eonstituting ss they did, not only t.e motive power in .he woods and on the

19
farms, but the sole mesns o! inter-gounty transportation.”
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During the period under aonsideration, Yuron County wes traversed
by four railways, whieh deeply afiected agriculture and genersl economioc development,
The cons‘ruction of the reilroads osused serious demands on f£arm labour, but
brought about inoresse: travel and transportetion, and the rapid growth of
mmerous towns and willages, In 1862, plans were projnta to extend the Buffalo
snd Brantford Railway through Stracford and Clinton to Goderich, under the name
of the Buffelo and Lake !lluron Rellwsy. Six years later t''is railway waz completed,
to beoame a part of the Grand Trunk Rallway, 4in 1863} In 1867, +le Toronto,
Grey end Bruce Rallway Compsny was organised to oomstrue: a narrowsgeuge raile-
road (supplented by s-anderd geuge in 1881-83 from Toronto to Owen Sound; a
Wansh line was built from Orsngeville (Dufferin County) to Teeswater (Bruce Sounty),
snd passed through Howiok and Turnberry townships., In 1875, the Southern
Extension of the Wellingten, Grey, and Bruce Rallway was oompleted, between
Listowel and Kinsardine, This railway, to become & part of the Creat Tiestern
Railway, entered 'uren County at the eastern boundsry of Grey township, snd
passed throurh Morris snd Turnberry into Bruese County. The London, Furen, snd
Bruce Railway, begun in 1875? was onened in 1876, as a divigsion of the Ureat
Western Reilways 19 lay parallel to the old London Rosd, from London to Clinton,
end thenee passed through Mullett, Merris, and Turnderry, meeting the Southern
Extension of the Wellingtom, Grey, and Bruce Railway at Vinghmm. A £ifth line,
20 o known es the Leke Shore Reilway, was begun during the 'seventies, 'etween
Gederieh snd Kinoardine, Condiderable eontroversy reged Lefore work had progressed
very far, however, and the railway's sponsor withdrusf

The wave of prosperity which swept over liuron County following the
sonstrustion of railways lec to several proposals to provide inoressed acocommodation
via other railways and brenoh lines, In Pebruary, 1877, a soheme was sdvenced

to oonstruot a branch linking Winghsm with the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway,
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Six months later, the reate-payers of Winghem appeared to b in almost unenimous
fevour of grenting a lidersl bonu’? but the brench was not buil* until after
1886. A seoond seheme, sleo advoocated in Fedruary, 1877, entailed the building
of a line to conneet Blyth with the Buffalo and Lake ilurom Rnllm;zr? The matter
was referred to the Blyth Corneil, but did not ettain fraition until after 18885,
with the oonstruction of the Goderioh an- Guelph Junctio:n Railway, This line,
owned pertly by Guelph snd partly by the Canadian “mcific Reilway, entered
Huron County st the southeesst corner of Grey township, end »sssed through #alton,
Blyth, sand Auburn, to Goderieh, The inhabitants of B;yﬂold agitated, for severel
years, for the construetion of a Bayfield snd So..th Huron Rellway, but despite
the tomn's grant of $10,000 in 1880, to defray s part of the ea:pemgz the line
was never built, The ereetion of an independent line from Bayfieldl to Stratford
was later advooated, but this ?lm likewise falled to matorielug? 0f the five
reilways in Auron County, two later beocame incor . orated into the Canadisn
Pacifio system, nmmely, the brasnch line of the Taranto, Grey and Bruce Railway
(ineluding the short branech to Winghem), snd the Goderich snd Guelph Junstion
line, The Buffalo md Leke llurom, the Southern Extension of the Wellingtom,
Grey snd Bruee, snd the London, Huron end Bruce HRailways ultimstely beosme
perts of the Canedian Nationsl network, a branch of whioh, after 1805, passed
Shrough the northeesst corner of Howilek,

During the years 1862 to 1858, wheat and other produee had been
teaned to Goderich and Bayfield, In the winter of 1866-66, for example,
Mre A MoDonald, a store~kesper at Fransestown (Exeter), purchesed 13,000
bushels of wheat, whieh if the road to Port Pranks had been in a passable condition,
eould have been shipped at Tid. per bushel less than 1' cost to temm it to
Bayfield ow Londog The Buffalo and Lake ..uron Kallway, originally built to

attrast the trade of the Amerioan west via Detroit, pravided considerable
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impetus to looal dueiness, and «fter 1888, cuntg end Sonforzih replaced
Bayfield as the oentre of grain shipments. By 1866, owing principally to the
existence of good roads and the B ffalo snd Lake Huron Railwny, market faeoilities
in imron GCeunty had grestly improved, a condition which was mi.'i by George
Buoklands
"It 18 pleasing to observe how several of the villages

on the railway, intersested by the excellent gravel roads that

charroterise these western counties, «re making progressj) and

the produee of the furm and forest that reasches theso sentres for

shipmeat is, considering the comparative nswness of the oountry,

reslly astonishing,"

The reilway era wes sharacterised by the gwift rise of some towns,
and the eorresponding decline of others, osuasing & shif: in the concentration
of produee, business, snd markets. Following the comileition of the Buffsle
and Lake Hurom Railwey, Seaforth enjoyed a rapid growth, - at the axpéma of
Egnondville and Harpurhey, whioh doolhug == md gained widespreed recognition
as the leading grain merket, handling grester quantities of wheas, from first
produsers, then any other point in the province, imeluding Toronto, Single
firms w: Seaforth handled more than one million dollars' wor:th of wheat during
one sesson, snd it wes coammon for strests to be ocrowded with teams from a
distenge of fifty miles, -~ from sugh gentres as Drusseln, Wroxeter, GCorrile,
Paisley, end Valkerton, In Jemaery sad Februaery, 18382, Seaforth shipped more
than one hundred thousand bushels of graine

The Toronto, Grey and Bruece Raillway ushered in the growth of Fordwich,
Wroxeter, snd Gorrie, and the Wellingtom, Grey and Bruoe extension encouraged
the growth of DBrussels and Wingham, These railways tended to divert muoh of
the oounty's trade from Seaforth, Pricr to the bullding of the London, iuren
snd Bruee Railway, the produce of the area about Exeter was temmod to 5t. Mary's
and Stratford, in quest of markets, At the rallway's inoeption, in 1873,

Ezeter wes orested o vllhg!f and three yesrs later hecsme a fine grein mnd



produce market; in 1878, & market wa: ereoted in the publio aqunrgf leanwhile,
Ro(d)gerville, founded in 1835=36 by Mstthew Rod;:og? deolined, and Clinton,
Blytg‘.' and Wingham receivod added prominence, to the further detrinent of Soafortg..
By the early ‘seventies, Clinton was the leading rrain centre, and was patronised
by farmers from the northern townships and Bruce County, who brought their
grain and pork to the Clinton rarkety

Lake transpertation facilities were not developed to s very high degree
by 1880, nrineipally because of poor harbour facilities at Goderich and Bayfield,
In 1833, the Canada Company begen to operate the stesner "Menesetung" ~- re-nsamed
"Goderioch" in the following year -- which plied between (Goderich and the porte
of Lakes Eyis and Ontario until 1835, when it was imprisoned in the hu'boug?
Juring the next fifteen years, warious ships plied between Detroit and Goderiesh;
in 1661, Kessrs. Ward, of Detroit, operated s small steamor which travelled
between the two »oints fortnightly. Three year: later, Canadian boats were
plased on the route, snd trips were extended to thrice weekly., In 1856, steam~
ship eommunieation, twiee weekly, was established between Goderich and the
mouth of the Ssugeen River, and intermediste ports. From 1860 to 1856, the
schooner tonnage of Goderioh increased about 300 per oent., and from 1852 to
18566, the exports from the town rose from L1000 to 16,000, while imports
inoreased from nearly L7000 ¢o nearly £23,000. It was predicte in 1866 that
with similar procress duri.:- the next three yesrs, ifuron County would become
sn important exporting dutrice

In 16884, the Bayfield oouncil nepotiated a loan of E2,5600 to spend
on the harbour there; a pier was erected, and another E1000 was borrowed, with
1ittle success. In 18568, schooners lay at anchor off shore and were losded

with one hundred thousand bushels of wheat, and large quantities of peas and osts,
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by means of scows end ro-bontﬁ Goderioh harbour, in 1883, wes a "disoreditedle
spestacle”, even thouyh the Canede Company claimed to have srent E17,000 on
improvementss the planking of the wherf had eollspsed, and +he Compeny was
scoused of sotin like a "doz in the mancer"” with respesct to the harboug

In 1871, Goderish's ehipping prospects were enhanced by the scquisition
of a steem barge, the "Herald", and o ctnmogt The former plied between Goderiech
end Maldem and Pi(d)geen Bay, below Amherstdury, and transported selt, returning
with eoal, SThe stesmer, bLuilt at Goderieh, was intended to oampete with the
stomer "Seymour", on the route tetween Goderish eand Sarnia, These additions
provided further incentives to the improvement of the Goderich harbour, which
by 1878 began to receive the govermment'’s attention, Proposed improvements
insluded the erection of dooks, the extension of the breskweter to the bengh,
a out below Galt?s Fill as an outlet for the rivar, the rennir of the dmnage
done to the new piers in the sorin-: of that yeer (1873), md dredping in an
additional ares, Iy, Jemes Smaill sug-ested that a new entrance, noarth of the
ezisting ane, and s new pler, extending fn e northeeastorn direotion, should
be oconstruoted; these changes would vrovide ample srace for wherves -nd slevators,
whieh would nesessarily sprinr up, following a pronosed extansion of the Mtmrio
and Quebes Railway, It wes the concensus of o-inien that Goderi~“ harbdour, with
these improvements, would de the best on the (rest L&O’?

The dominion government ealled for tenders far the irprovement of
the harbour, and sixteen, renging from §162,630 to $300,000 were submitted,
The tender of Meore, Clemdemnins, and Wilson, of ¥ialkerton, which stipulated
$212,540 (nesrly 925,000 less than the estimate of povermment engineors) wns
svontmally sesepted, and esused a minor soandal, inasmueh s the recipiemts
of the contrect were Conservstives from Mr. Bleke's oonatituonogvg In the spring
of 1880, sn Aseriosn firm purchased the Point Farm, nesr Goderich, with the
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intention of spemding $30,000 on improvements, including a whar? at whioch
stemmers might cdﬁ

lisanwhile the oitizens of Bayfield were astive in demanding the
improvement of their harbour., In 1877, a derutation of three men was appointed
to make overtures to t.¢ govarnnent for the receipt of 460,000 in order to bduild
a sultadle harbou’! The zovernaent cranted 350,000 for this purpose, in the
following year. The lack of e harbour at Bayfield was the -rincipal reanon
for the edbsence of raillway faollitles, and was also & factor in Goderish's faveur.
Another fastor whiech bHode” well for Goderich was the fact that Yineardine, the
most important point to the immediate north, did not become a rort of entwry
wmtil 187” Both Bayfisld and Goderioh hardbours nursed a rrisvange in 1881,
vhen it seemed Lmminent that the traffioc of wheat from tho West would be diverted
from lake=ports by the Canadisn Pecific Reilwaye

By 1880, marketing facilities in Huron County were reported generally
to be mellena Goderish, Hullett, and Tuockersmith townships appear to have
enjoyed the most advantegeous situations, Goderich's trade was chiefly with
Olinton end Bayfield, although the towmn of Goderish, which possessed two fine
greain elevators, had a sonaiderable shipping trnﬂ with lake porta to the north
snd south, One of these elevstors, bHuilt in 1860, was owned by the Crand Trumk
Reilway, and held 100,000 bushels; the other, owned by the firm of Ogllvie =znd
Rutshinson, possessed a eapaeity of 175,000 bunholgf Hullett's markets lay
in Clinton, Seaforth, and Blyth, Tuokeramith's facilitios were exceptionally
good, az thers was no portion of the towmshlp more than fivo miles from a
railroad station, Seaforth (on whioh most of MoKillop's trade was dependent)
and Clinton were the importsnt stations on the Buffalo and Lake Wuron Railway,
whieh ren slong the northern bowndery, snd Brueofield, Kippen, and Hensall
were vital points on the London, Buron snd Bruce Railway, which paralleled the

western boundary,
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Hay snd Stephen had feirly good facilities, via roads and the Londonm,
Huron snd Bruee Hellway, while Usborne enjoyed a: even better location, Exeter
sorved s a market for all tires tow:iships, but Usborne was only a short distenee
(less than ten miles, indeed) from Mitchell, Dublin, Luosn, and Grenton, all
of whish oontained rallway stations. Ashfield, Colborne, and Vawanosh eontained
no railrosds, and hence mush of their produee was transported via roads, to the
nesrest ports or stations, Most of the trade of Ashfield and Colborne was
sonduoted via Kinoardine, Lucimow, and Goderichj the Northern Grmvel Roed, which
provided transpertation facilitiss for goods from such points es Kinloss (or
"Black lLorse"), was espeoially an imvortent route, Wewanosh's business wae
eonduoted vis sueh towns as Winghem, lucknow, and Blyth, Two railways traversed
Turnberry, Mdorris, and Howiek, whose products found markets, not only inside
the eounty, but also in Bruse and Wellington Counties. Grey township, intsrseeted
by & railwey, sonducted a falr trade via Brussels and Listowel, as well as a
eansiderable smount with Seaforth.

Mlla, by their very utilitarian nnturgt were indispensable to the
progress and prosperity of the inhabitants of the Huron Trast. One of the
handieeps suffered by the earliest ploncers was the soaroity of grist-mills
to supply them with flour; it wes cormmon, indeed, for farmers to carry graina
o milles sixty miles distant, Asoording to "legal ocuston™, millers retained
one bushel of grain for ewery twelve ground. In 1882, the Csnade Cormpany duilt
the first gristemill in the Treot, st Goderieh, and this mill operated two or
three days per week for the next three ynr§? A sooond mill was ercoted by
the Company st Egmondville, during the winter of 18%%. At about the same time,
Brewster and Company purshesed from the Canada Corpany a mill site end power
privileges on the Aux Bablogz Following the oonstruetion of a dam, which
osused adjoining land to beoome overflowed and useless, the Canada Company
unsuscessfully sued Brewster, whose dam and mill were eventually destroyed by

a "vishienee-semmttbeeti-during the fifties. In 1834, Willian MoConnell
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osonstructed a gristemill at the juncti n of the Aux Sables and the London 130:2!
Mearwhile, the Caneds Company built other mills, one of which w-c loosted at
Kippen, This mill was teken over by RoBert Bell, who had mipreted to the Tract
in 1836, and who construeted a dam end sswemill, Bell's mil) proved to de
eninently suscessful, end wss patronised by farmers from points twenty miles
diltmg? By 1850, the number of gristemills in the Huron Tramot wns i‘ourteen,
of whieh mime were in Hurom County propo’?

The earliest gristenills were onerated by wnteyr-powers stemm-oower
end *}e adoption of follers for the grinding of wheat did not he in to appear
until the lete '#ifSies. By 1884, Samuel Rance built a flouremill at clintu‘i}
snd billiem Harris ereoted one in Ashfield, three miles fram Dungannon, and
another at Bodmin, in Morris tomship., Harris' first mill proved to be extremely
popular, and led to the founding of a amall villere, nmned cramf‘org.z Ashfield
farmers also patroniged Piper'e Mil), at @oderich, and as gettlanent orogressed,
their flour was shipped from Goderieh to Port Albert, whense the fermers temmed
it hame, In 1854, Arthur Mitchell built s mill at Pordwich, in I!Mog, and
eizat brothers of the Leesh family established mills in Howlok, at Gorrie
(formerly known ss Leeshville or Howiek Villaze), and in Turnberry, at Bluovuh‘t
Business was 80 brisk, by 185687, thet as many as sixty ox-tewmms were to be
seen waiting for grists, at one tmgf In 1888, Williem Vanstone built at Bruassels
& nunber of griste=mills which were later opersted by comdbined stemme and
ntor-pmgf Mt Bgmondville, a sawemill was replaced by a gristemill, whiech
algo mdopted stesmespower and the roller method of grinding graig.' At adbout
1870=72, the Ssunby gristemill was built at Dungamnon by «illiem Givengg

By 1880, there were more than s soore of rrist or flouring mills
in Huron County. Ashfield contained four mills, Viawsnosh contrined two, near
Luoknow, snd Morris contained ome, et Blyth. T rnberry ocontained a number of

mills, insluding one driven by eombined stesm~ wnd water-power, at Bluevals,



end severel (whose capacity was two hundred and fifty barrels .or day) erccted
by John abd Thomas Gregory, st Wingh‘? Howiok bossted a flouring mill with
four run of stone, at Wroxeter, and MoKillop coutained o stean=driven mill at
Winthreps Goderioh township contained seversl Luportent 1.11le, inoluding rairt's
mills at Clinton, and Cgilwie and Hutchinaon's mill at Goderish, one of the
finest in the province, which had s grinding cepscity of four hundred barrcls
per days Stanley oontained a mill operated by wnter-power, at arfield, end
. Hay sontained seversl mills at Zurich, the first of which was built by Fred
Enell, Tuskersmith contained four of the most important mills in Ontario;

three of these, owned by Messrs, Ogilvie and Coiymny, of Muntrealjy Welter Marshall,
of Stretford; snd Currie and Thampson, oi .fitehell, were locrted ri Ceaforth,
snd the fourth was operated by Messre, Charlesworth, at Ipmonlvil)Z?

Sew~mills wers almost as necessary to tho early inhabitants of the
ecunty us were gristemills, In 1383, Willlien lbCommoell ercotel a ser=mill at
the junstion of the London soad and the Aux Sables River, the first nild of
ity kind to be built in that acm.I Tio Caneda Campany construsted e number of
theas nills, and Robert Bell anc sons built four . the neighboirhood, s desade
1.1;.}'.’ By 18560, the Tract ocontained t'ilrty-four saw-sllls, of whioh twenty-two
were in Juron County propol? In succeeding year;, nuwerous miils were erectsd
throuzghout the eounty, ineluding sus preminsnt mills as those of the Leoch
brethers, at Gorrie and Bluevale, Faip's mills et Goderiesh and Clinton, mnd
Besker's stesm~driven sswemill, duilt in 1875, between the Mux Sadblee end Blask
Oreek, in Stephem tSownship, The conatruotion of the laste~named 111l wns
justified by the great nunber of ite pshrons: an ane coension, in Jemuery, 1878,
more than one hundred tesms waited for lmbaa':"f

In 1850 tho county oontainel five oat snd barlsey @.ills, five distilleries,

two reweries, and twenty-four pofash and peerlash ;-otorioZ? Oat=nesl mills
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began to he ereoted ox a larger seale during the 'aowntiazg an inportant

oat-moal mill functioned at Goderieh bofore 1873, - ive yeers lator, Jemus

Xeith, of Woodstook, planned ¢to Huil. at Blyth e similar m*1l, for which P,

Kelly offered building materiel at low rstor.’ A rill with two run of stone

was ereoted at 'ﬂroa‘h;, by this time, and atill anot er ~. Seaforth, whi~h

also adCed "its quots to t.s foreign xmrke‘tn'.’a During the early 'fifties,

Samuel Rance oner~ted a dlstillery in ocomnection with its £lo.remill ~* CB.'.ntog?

In 1872, ‘iesarse Nicloll snd Fitspetriok -lamned to oonsiruct A distillery at

Goderie-, expendins $30,000 in 1872, an- $50,000 11 1873, T is »r~inct

signified the opening of s new market for grain, amé inoreasod frade :ennrnn;}
During t:.o 'severtles, at lesst five flex mngﬁ " five wnollen mills

were funotioning in Huron County, The first woollen mill wnz owned b:” a man

nened Logen, and ves situaced ab ’iper's Jem, ne-r aems.ne?? ™ 1887, this

factory (whioch cemtinued to funotion for tire next eishty yeara) was -urchased

by Jesse Gledhill, whoso fa.ily hed praotised the woollen "usiness in Fngland,

and who had loocated at Lockport, N.Y., prior %o somin~ to f?nrogf A second mill,

emned by Thamas Disher, was active st Dunjannon, ¥'riaz the 'sixtics. Three

others funotioned at Creciton, :xoter, and Blyth, = were o-or~'e’ by Gaum

enmd Krenge, George Kilpatriek, and Jsmes loQuarria, Napaotivolge
Agrioultural progress wes hastaned by the development of transportatiom

snd marke'ing fasilities, sud by t"s general expansinn of business onternriees,

a flood w‘w‘ioh followed the railwayebuilding cra. In the adactebion of these

faoilitiaes by Huron farmers, and the synchronising of new ecoic notes with

the 0ld, lies mush of the seoret of the success of agrieulturs in furon,
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CHRAPTER XIV
Conolusion.

In a study sueh as the present one, nimerous conolusions are self-
evidents their essense denotes that the pioneer farnm underwent a complete
netemorphosis, as a result of industrial and ssclentifie edvances, and the
farmer's adaptability. Durin: the 'thirites and 'forties, civiligation in
Buron County was "in transit"} by the 'eichties, oivilisstion hed entrenched
itself, and had laid foundations for the future develoyment of the community.
Agriculture was more than a frontier experiment: it constituted the life=-dlood
of the settlement, and was the proton about which soeial, politieal, and
ssononic elestrons revolved, The agriocultural stete of a omrmnity provides «
reasonsdbly acourate index ¢f that sommunity's wellebeing, and it $e asafe to
assert that Huron County, by 1880, had atteined en advanced stege of development,

The periocd under dissussion lald emphasis upon adaptability in the
thirties, to be followed by three suocessive desades o0~ ex-oriment and
fmmdvation, whioch in turn were superseded by adaptability in the 'seventies, «-
a peturn of the tide, Canadian agrisultural methods were, for the ost part,
asdapted from those employed in Great Britain and the United States. The process
of adeptation was natural and spontanecus, snd assonpanied the eerly settlers
(the story of the spresd of sgrisulture from the e~stern coast of North Amerioa
spproximates, indeed, to the story of the advance of frontiers); after 1880,
the prosess begane more eonsciously deliberete, :!Mxed farming provided the
means of salwation prior to the 'fiftles, and after two desades of attempted

specialiszetion, was sgain resorted to, during the 'seventies,



On the threshold of the 'eighties, the Huron !un?n was sgain
practioally self-guffioing, es it had been fifty years previcusly. The
prinocipal dif:erences were thet farming, in its various phases, had undergone
& prooess of mechanisstion, and the farmer had under;one a process of "awaken~
ing"™s his economio, soeial, and cultural spheres hed broadened enormously.

His position in the community, by 1880, was as firm as it had been fifty
years before, and despite the increasing pressure of economioc forces, he
stood his ground, These forees, by their very preasure, drew the farmers
together, and, in parg, eontributed to inoreased agricultural cooperation,

By the late 'seventies, then, am agzressive "farmer-oonseiousneas™
was evolving, and menifested itself in organisation and in expression via
sgricultural journsls, Farmers felt inoreasingly that they comprised a potent-
ially powerful but politioslly neglected factor in national development,

The 'sixties had brought with them a growing diseonteant over politics, end
e bitter antsgoniem toward the legal profeuion? In the words of a promineat
azrioultural cruuder’

"The aspirant for parlismentary honours ..,... took

no noties of farmings ..... we have not selested those whose

main interest is agriculture ..... Let agrioulture be foremost,

and take its prover positions You farmers have the power, if

you had but the unity among yourselves, to ast.”

Agrisultursl orodit? "Wig business"”, benking, insursnce, and
speculation did not begin seriocusly to affect the farmer until the ‘seventies.
Sue reason for the farmer's insensidility in this respeet wns the oxistence
of san avenue of e-oapo? namely, the West, which was oonsidered to be merely
sn extension of the frontier, The inorease in the nurmber of loan corporations
in Upper Caneda, from wight in 1860 to eighteen in 187OZ and to seventy-three

{n 1883, supports the contention that corporstions held the lion's share in

the losn field, HRivelry between private and sorporate prouns tended to suppress



rates of interest, The rivalry of both groups was fosusse'! against the
government, in an effort to prevent government loans for agrioultural purposes,
but thanks to the efforts of the Grsange, the ;overrment advansed a number of
loans as early as 1877, at extremely low rates, Thus, fovernnental assistanse
was suseessfully obtained as a remltlof' organisstion on the part of the
t-mr-! Covermnen$ oredit durin; the ‘'eighties wns, however, negligible,
in camparison with private loan eompanies, whieh begsn to oust the sorporate
groups, by the ‘'ninsties: fermers preferred to deal wit. private conoerns
rather than with the povermment, chiefly becsuse of the "red tape” invelved
in negotiations for governnent lo-m? During the late 'eighties and early
‘nineties, farmers tended to deposit more and to borrow less, -- p oondition
whigh was indicative of better "sgricultural times®, and of the inereasing
 ability of the farmers to finenge themselves. The result was thet mmerous
loan oompsnies were compelled to move westward, i order to osospe dbanksruptey.
Farmers sought to proteet themselves from "bi; business™ and
monopolies in various waysj for sxsmple, they often withheld their erops
in order to swait higher prioo%? Agrioglturd distrust of banks was menifested
early in the demand for the establislment of a Farmers' Bank, following the
fallure of the Benk of Upper Canada in 186%.1 Business wes occasionally upset
by the tsndensy of many farmers to depend upon the proceeds of orops whieh
had not yet been harvested., Banking was disturbed by the farmers! prastice
of plasing their money i : th¢ ocustody of -toro-kupot}’ who fevoured long~term
eredit deslings, Life insuranee and fire insuranse oompanies were a relatively
unimportent fastor, by 1875, dut they became incressingly signifiesnt during
the teighties.



A feature of the period under oconsideration was the réle enasted
by private enterprise, whieh reseived its stimull from both British and
Amerioen influenses, and whioli proved to be a more powerful factor in agrio~
ultural development than wes government legislations the latter usually
susceeded and supplemented priwvate orzanisation. The pramotion of cold
storege was en exoeption to the general rule, and received the rovernment's
attention and finsneial becking. After 1890, when the export trade in dairy
produots began to thrive, the govermment bocame more enthusiasstie, visualising
en enormous trede in fruit and vegetadle produot%.'

In the matter of greain-growing, the Canadisn west did not present
s serious threat to eastern Cansda until the early 'oightio%f In a study of
the Canadian grsin trade, M.L. Stokes uorlb%g the chief ocsuso of the deoline
of wheat production in Ontario to the influx of irmigrants to the west, He
ignores, however, the problem of s0il exhsustion, the inoreased prominense of
dalrying and stockeraising, snd the signifieanee of new erops. Frult-growing
was also affected by western Canadfen (especially Eritish Columbian) rivalry,
after 1900, and soil exhaustion sontributed to the decline of linron County's
spple industry to "a most pitiadble eondition" in 191&? The Canadian west began
t0 sappesd as a rival to eastsrn farmers in stook-raising, at about 188%3
The market for horses suffered a setwback, following the use of eleotric power
in streeterailway service., After 1600, the Canadien export trade in cattle
with Greet Britain declined, owing to the imposition of a British embarge
in 18923 the widening of the American market, dy the Underwood Tariff of 1913)
eompetition, provided by Australia, New Zealand, and Argentinaj and inorensed
conpunption st hal%? Dairying exhibited s steady growth after 1500, with the

eutput of butter gradually surpassing that of oheese.
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Although the Huron fermer of 1880 wns maintaining a firm stand in the
eommunity, the signs of the deterioration of the farm wore beglmning to loom on
the egricultural horison. The first two or three generations hac drmm the
firet flushes of fertility fram the soil, ai. settled into wenerable srm~chairs,
distressed at their sons' fallure to soquire profitable returns, and at the
nesessity of mortgaging the "old homestead.” Thig situation wers brought sbout
by a problem of defielency, == soil exhaustion, «- which served to repel youth
fram the rural comrunities, at about the same tire that urben centres and
professionel fields were beokoning,

E'mm't‘.ounty offered an extremely arable soll to the earlieat gener-
stions, but the limestone bu” whieh extends over the greater part of the county,
presented a natural obstagle, even as it did in several other soctions of the
provinee, notably in the Haldimand Clay l.le Line does not easily "work up"
into the upper soll, whieh, beosmuse of the resultant deflioclensy in lime and
phesphete, eantributes to the emergence of a lime~hungry people, struggling
against the economie dissdvantsge of tilling fields which yield only dimin-
ishing returnge 7The solution to the problen, == namely, to injeet new vigour
into the s0il b. the applicetion of restorative elemlntg} == will help to
establisgh Cansdian 1life on s sounder esomomio basis, and to ensure the health
of future generations, Otherwise, the simth and seventh generations may
surrender their farms to New Canadians from eastern Europe, msny of whom are
Gontent to live on s scale whieh is distinetly sub=Canadian, The rebullding
of the farm will more than contridute to a resrmement of tho nation's resources:
1¢ will be a feotor in the revitelisstion of the natiousl spirit,

s & * ¥ s ¢ * % B

This study of s partiocular phase of Oanadisn looal hlstory was begun

s sn experiment, to serve to show that students noed not wander far afield in

search of historiecal lore: it liecs here st hame, in the mldst of our own
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,sommunities. A war such as the present one mey well serve to weld a nation
Segether, but the results of pesceful enterprises are no less substantial in
esontriduting to the ere-tion of nationhood, Oanada has lon; been in need of
& suliteble history or its literature, s comprehensive anthology of its postry,
and & study of its oculture, as well as a guide to the study of looal hiatory
whish would stimulete a comsoliousness end apprecistion of these sonstituents
of our dominion's nationality, Such a guide would make feasible the teasching
of local history in the sahools of this and other provinses. At the same time,
interest in Canadien history generally would bo stimulated: history beoones
mich more vital when it concerns objects and scenes iunediatoly around use
The study of the history of sarticular samunities would also gontribute to
the assirilation of New Cansdisnss their traditions and ideals might be exchanged
for ours, and a ocommon bond would thereby be seeled,

Sueh a work would nsocessarily have a benefioial influence upon looald
historical societies: an ineentive would be furnished for grecter and nore
nunerous undertekings, in regerd to the writing of reports, the seareh for
records end sourees {whether of an historical, antique, or artistie nature),
the desire to oreste better colleetions of material (whether in the laoal
libraries or in the archives), snd the eim, gemerally, to bring out the salient
features of the daskground of a psrticular ocommmity, =- for exsmple, by
srosting monuments, or by insugurating exoursions and sightesecing touras,

Not oaly would sueh a guide provide a coordinating element for those socleties
whioh already exist, but it would contribute to ths birtl of new ones, and
40 the resurrestion of any whis!: have decame deiunct.

A practical there underlies these "pseudo-theoret cal” influences:

namely, the effest of historiesl interest upon one o the Doninion's most

valued sources of inoome == the tourist trade, All looalities of neceasity



possess eommon charssteristios, but each looality has its own pesculiarities ==
in events, personalities, and lines of development, I1f each locelity
developed ane or more of these themes, it would moquire a distinet identity
and personality, and its appesl both ¢to the stranger and to the "hmietowner”
would be inorensed ten-fold, Not only would cammunities sontimue to attrasct
visitors, and perheps permanent residents, dut thpy would instil native sons
with eivie pride so that they would appreciate the resnonsibility and duty
of developing their respeotive sommunities, inete-d of wandering to the
"eity® or to other sountries (the United States, in partioular) in order

t0 develop their individual talents., Not the least of the values of a guide
%0 loeel history would dbe the eduestional influense it would exert on those

general recders who are "in sesroh of Ontario."
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The research enteiled in this study of the agrioultural evelution
of Huron County necessitated a wide rending of the iravel"” literature of the
poriod, together with a spstematic use of all aveilsble agricultural journals
end govermment rscords. Various county histories were first cunsulted, in sn
offort to gain an idear of ils techniques eaaxployei in their campositions The
references to agrisulture in the "travel”™ beoks are scattered (indexes are
usually lesking), But they ex11bit uniferm claracteristies, and, on the whole,
indieste that life, both in "the clearing® and in "the bush", was diffieult.

The sgrioculturel journels furnished immmerable fasts, whish were
gmerally isolated; items of loocal interest, oorrespondence colwmpe, agricultural
departaents (where they existed), and even advertisements, werc sssi@ously
soamned. Government documents, espeeially the report of the Cntario Agrisultural
Gommission of 1680, and revorts of verious sseociations, provided rich sources
of information, Atlases were studied, inoluding several whici: are not listed,
in order to gein s com-lete nental picture of the geologloal, physieal, climatie,
end eommeroisl properties of the presorided re;ion, Theses whieh bore on the
sudjest also received attention, =~ but their neme is not legion,

The srrangement of the resultant eonglomeration of faots resambled
the eonstrustion of s mosaic, or the solving of a Jig=saw pussle., The various
footnotes attest to thie; it 1s to be lLoped that they will form, to some extent,
en index to the sources used, Throughout the composition of this thesis, an
attempt was mede to retain a wide perspective, and to trace the story of e
particular leeality szalnst a baskground of nationsl end even intornational

dsvelopments.
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