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PREFACE 

Mark Twain's remarks about the weather might be applied, with some 

reservations, to Canadian local history* Perhaps because oC its very omni­

presence, this feature o." our country's background has failed to provoke an 

intense spirit of awareness among our native historians. The histories of 

counties of Ontario are relatively limited in number, and the majority of 

them have been written by the sons and daughters of the particular localities 

described. Scholars who have produced laudable efforts in this field may be 

counted on one's fingerst the outstanding contributions in the meagre list 

have been those ef Professors Fred Landon and James J. Tainan, members of 

the Department of r.istory, of the University of Western Ontario, and of 

*'r. Edwin C. Quillet, a member of the staff of tlie Eastern High School of 

Comeroe, Toronto. 

The original purpose of the thesis herein presented was to describe 

the development of Huron County, which, by virtue of its unique background, 

offered rioh opportunities to a would-be historian. As research and study 

progressed, other aims crystallised, namelyt to blase a trail for future student! 

of local hlstoryi to discover the historical possibilities of agricultural 

journals, government records, and travel literature of the nineteenth century 

(which had, in most instances, seldom, if ever, been consulted)i and to round 

out the agricultural history of a significant period — a shaping period in 

Canadian development — as the sub-title indioatea. It was felt that the 

history of a spec if io area mi*;ht be developed in the most practicable manner, 

via the theme of agricultural development, chiefly beoause agriculture, as 

the "background industry", played such an integral role In the success of 

pioneer development. 
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EJTRODUCTIOW 

In the oourse of th<> development of Canadian history, considerable 

attention has been devoted to government officials, legislators, traders, and 

adventurers, but so ant attention has been iaid to the ooraraon farmer, w'<o played 

a significant role in the shaping of the nation's course. In their estimable 

work on the e rly history of the Canada Company, the Ligara sisters voiced 

a tribute to the pioneer farcers i 

"If history be teaoMng by example, no Canadian can 
overestimate the value of Leroio typesj for the shades of 
departed braves stand on the threshold of every deserted 
lor oabin. Hard by, in corners of farm lots, in grass-
grown churchyards, a silence as heavy as th»\, of the forest 
they pierced lies above the dust of the sleeping pioneers, 
and the story of their struggles is about to be forgotten." 

But why should the story of the oloneers' early struggles be forgotten, when 

there remain so many or>portunttJes to tell It, and thereby to close a rap in the 

nation's hietoryt 

Daniel Webster once affirmed that the farriers were "the founders of 

human civilisation"i the pioneers of Upper Canada, and, more particularly, of 

the Huron Tract, Justified this encomium, and were an inportant factor in the 

building of the most prosperous provinoe in the Bominion. There is a ronantio 

aura about pioneer life, but the light of romance is dinned by the harshness 

of reality, for the pioneers suffered exceedingly from various privations. 

That they survived the rigours of life in "the bush" is in itself remarkable| 

that they laid the foundations of a stable provincial economy is an even greater 

phenomenon. Assuredly, as "TV«r" Dunlop remarked, the value of the land 

defended upon "the work and the worth of the man who tilled it. 

1 Liters, R. and K.K.i In the Days of the Canada Company. (Toronto, 1896), p.x 

2 Cf. infra, p. 37. 
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The aim of this thesis is to trace the evolution of agriculture 

in Huron County from pioneer days until 1880, the year In whioh the Ontario 

Agricultural Connission oondueted its fr.itful investigation. Tlie Huron Tract 

was unique In that it comprised a large block of land owned by a private 

company, and was thus outside the aegis of the Protestant Church. Several 

factors aided settlement, and progress was rapid (although the Canada Company's 

methods were not sfeolly unimpeachable), and by 1844, the Huron Tract had out­

stripped the Western District in agricultural development. The suooess of the 

earliest settlers depended upon physical strength end enduranoe, rather than 

on intelligence and skill. Dwelling-houses and implements were orudei methods 

of fertilising, drainage, and crop rotation were rarely preotleedi crops were 

principally grain and potatoes, and fruit-culture evoked little interest! 

livestock were ill-adapted to backwoods conditions, and were generally of 

inferior grades| the manufacture of butter, cheese, naple sugar and potash 

was almost entirely a domestlo affair* 

From 1840 onward, the farmer was influenced by several new develop­

ments. Agricultural soeieties, which aroused interest in raore profitable 

methods of cultivation and stock-breeding, and directed attention to new 

labour-saving devices, made their appearance, and were implemented by govern­

ment legislation. Fruit-growing, horticultural, and entomological soeieties, 

together with annual provincial agricultural exhibitions, provided additional 

stimuli in the interests of faming. Disoontent over district societies 

contributed to the formation of independent farmers' clubs, whio', in turn were 

superseded by the Orange. The latter was more tenperate than its American 

prototype, yet it lnoessently prodded the ^overnnent into activity on behalf 
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of the farmer* Another movement during the *seventies — the nigratlon to 

the West — owed itself in part to soil exhaustion, and to the "Rational 

Policy" of 1878, whioh was violently attacked by the farmer. 

Meanwhile, the farmer wae experiencing i gronter consciousness, 

and was evincing interest in matters not purely agricultural, 'grioultural 

education was progressing, slowly but surely, after the turn of the century, 

and farm journals disseminated ideas and methods, principally of American and 

British origin* The period between 1360 and 1880 was a period of emergenee, 

by the farmer, into the sphere of continental enterprise. And simultaneously, 

agriculture*s significance as an industry was beginning to supplant its import­

ance as a livelihood. 

The Huron farm, between 1850 and 1880, underwent a complete meta­

morphosis, via a process whioh owed muoh to the genius of the inventor and 

scientist, end to the adaptability of the farmer* Substantial, well-groomed 

buildings replaced log structures! Improved methods of fencing, fertilising, 

and drainage were adopted! and new typos of machinery appeared* Rapid devel­

opment in the various phases of agriculture enabled the farmer to devote more 

time and energy to other problems whioh were assuming increasing proportion*, 

namely, agricultural credit, banking, eommeroe, speculation, and railway 

expansion* Labour problems vexed the farmer, especially after 1875, when urban 

centres began to attract young people* 

In the meantime, the farm, in its development, was proceeding "from 

homogeneity to heterogeneity", — from the simple to the complex* Special­

isation was tried, but was found wantLi-i by the '•eventies, the majority of 

Huron farcers had turned to mixed farming. The features of orop-raiaing Ineluded 

the important position eeoorded to wheat, the flax "furore" of the 'sixties. 
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and the inoreased cultivation of certain other croos. The Huron farmer's 

produce, in field crops, approximated to that of the average Ontario farmer, 

but in the production of fruit, Huron surpassed the ^rovinoial average* 

Horticulture end reforestation received no small anount of attention, and 

the development of llvestook and dairying was rapid, especially nftor I860* 

Several faotors, auoh as private enterprise, government assistanoo, sommeroial 

agreements, embargoes, and soil exhaustion, contributed to the success of 

these departments of farming* The oheese-faotory system, lmorted from Hew 

York state, enjoyed a phenomenal growth! In the production of eggs, Huron 

County ranked first in the Dominion* 

The eoonomio welfare of the agriculturist was profoundly affected 

by numerous "peats". Including insects, weeds, and swindling salesmen* 

The chief agent of eombat was the farmer himself, aided and abetted by private 

assooiatiens, government legislation, and various publieations* The develop­

ment of marketing facilities and the growth of towns and villages owed raueh 

to the earoellent roads and railways which traversed tlie oounty* Bxmerous 

mills and manufactories contributed to the growth of respective ootmunities* 

thus the Huron farm grew and matured, like a living organism, in 

a manner which was typical of most Ontario faros* Tlie self-suffioing farm 

of 1830 had its oounterpert In the fans of 1880, though the foundations of 

the latter were erected on a higher plane* Much of the success of the 

agrisulturist ley in his ability to synchronise new eoonomio notes with the 

•Id* 



CHAPTER I 

The County of Huroni General Description 

Geographical Position* 

The oounty of Huron, oeouoyin- an area of 707,020 aoren, or 

1,104*8 square miles, is one of forty-tliree oounties, whioh, with eleven 

districts, comprise the province of Ontario* Lying i>etween the forty-

third and forty-fourth parallels of north latitude and the eighty-first 

and ?5.£hty-seoond parallels of west longitude, Huron County is bounded on 

the north by the county of Bruce, on the east by the eounties of Wellington 

and P««rth, on the south by the county of Middlesex, and an the south-west 

by the Seble River end the eeunty of Lembtonf Huron County has a frontage 

on Lake Huron — which is its western boundary, and from whioh it reeeives 

its name — of nearly sixty miles, and extends eastward from the lake to 

distances varying from fifteen to forty m'les* 

Geological Formation. 

The province of Ontario is divided by geologists into six 

districtsI (1) the Lower Ottawa! (2) the Northern Townships! (3) the 

Ontario! (4) the Erie and Huron! (6) the Vanitoulln! (6) tlie Upper Lakes* 

Huron County lies within the fourth division, which extends immediately 

west of the Ontario district, from which it is separated by tlie Niagara 

esearpment. Geologioally, Huron County is situated almost entirely within 

the area known as the Devonian series, although « part of Grey and Howick 

townships lies within the Silurian area? The Devonian series falls into 

five groupst (1) Genesee group, in whioh is included Huron (black) shale! 

(t) Hamilton group, composed of Ipperwaah (gray) limestone and soft bluish 

shales, and Alpena (gray) limestone! (3) Hareellus group, wMch comprises 

Delaware (blue and brownish) limestone! (4) Onondaga group, ooiprlsing 
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Onondaga (bluish-gray) limestonei and (6) the Detroit River group, formed of 

Lucas (brown) dolomite end gray limestone. The ̂ ilurimi series, insofar as 

it affeots Huron County, comprises the Cayugan croup, in whioh are included 

Akron (dark gray) dolomite, and Camillus shale, whioh contains salt and 

5 

gypsum beds* (The abundance of salt in Jhiron WAS * factor i i the rapid 

development of dairying a-id fertilising which took plane in the county.; 

Rook outcrops are located in several areas, particularly in the northern 

townships* 

Above these formations of the Silurian and Devonian series lie 

deposits of the Glacial, Post-Glacial, and Reeent-Age periods* Tltese deposits, 

spread over the whole Erie and Huron districts, particularly In Huron County, 

may be classified thus, in ascending orders (1) lower drift clay! (2) upper, 

or stratified drift day! (3) lower freah-water clay and sand! (4) upper 

fresh-water clay and sand! (6) recent deposits proper* Those which abound 

most in Huron County are the first, second , and fifth deposits! the 

first ocourrinp more in the northern part, the second towards the south, and 

the fifth in various localities of both sections. 

Topography* 

The surface of iiuron County is remarkably level, varying from 120 

to 250 feet above the waters of Lake Huron, and from 400 to 600 feet above 

Lake Ontario* The surface is a compromise between the flat plains of the 

south-western eounties which border Lakes Srle and St* Clair, and the north­

western eounties which border Georgian Day. The term "gently undulating" 

may be ap lied to a considerable part of the oounty* 
6 

The soil consists of a deep rich Hack loam, with a subsoil of elay. 
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intermixed with sand! alon̂ - t <e lake siiore, and towards the r.orth, the 

soil is 1 if iter* Frequent deposits of stone nnd ravel are found in the 

northern townships (e.r. Turnberry). About 40 per cent, of the soil 

consists of clay loam, 16 per cent* of sa .dy loam, and the reminder of 

heavy elay, sand, gravel and black loam* The subsoil consists generally of 

clay and gravel* For agricultural purposes, about 30 per oent* of the land 

is first-olass, 34 per cent* is second-class, and 36 per oent* is third-

class. 

the forests are composed of valuable and useful timber, the 

predominant species bciiy maple, beech, elm, bassaood, hemlock, butternut, 

8 

black ash, birch, and cedar. 

Huron County is both watered and drained by the "aitland, Bayfield 

and A'JX Sables (or Sable) Rivers, with their tributaries, in addition to 

numerous minor streams whioh flow into Lake Huronf springs abound throughout 
9 

the district* the three branches of the Maitland (north, central, and south) 

unite at Winghem, and flew west and south, emptying into the lake at 

GoderltA* The Voltland is very oirouitous in its course, swift in its 

acvements, end in many plaoes is bordered by rugged, picturesque hanks. 

The Bayfield River rises in Perth, flows through Tuokersmith to Clinton, and 

then veers south and west, to empty into the lake, at whioh point it forma 

the ehannel of the Bayfield harbour! this river is smeller and less rapid 

then the maltland* The Aux Sables (or Sable) also rises in Forth, passes 

through Osborne and Stephen into the oounty of Middlesex, aikd then winds 

bask* to form a part of the boundary between Stephen and the oounty of 

Lambton, eventually emptying into the lake north of Kettle Point* The Sable 

drains a large area, but it is an unattractive strean until it approaohea 
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the) lake! then it presents a more favourable as >eot. Tlie rivers are 

partially navigable, and are well adapted to the erection of mills. 

There are four or five lakelets In the northern section of Mowiek 

township and a considerable area of awaiy land. The waters of Lake iiuron 

are beautifully transparent, aid have a favourable influence osi tlie 

atmosphere* 

Climate. 

The climate in Huron County is much milder than that on the shores 

ef Lake Ontario, and, in keeping with the rest of the province, is extremely 

U 

salubrious* The weather in Huron, in 1881, w«a described thus* "Winter 

usually sete in at about Christmas, and lasts until the middle of Kareh, the 

snow remaining en the ground for nearly a month*..... In March the weather 

is usually tempestuous | in July and Auguat extremely hot, and in October 
12 

and lovember, often warm and dry*" In 1831, the average temperatures in 

summer and winter, in the region about Goderlch, were 77 degrees, and 22 

degrees, Fahrenheit, respectively! 214 days were "clear and fine"! 89 had 

rain or snowi 62 were eloudy. The average temperature of the winter of 
13 

1647-48, reports* by a traveller, was 26 degrees, — comparatively mild* 

During the period 1850 te 1800, the climate of iiuron County 

underwent a noticeable change, becoming increasingly milder* In 1866, 

Professor George uckland visited the county, and was greatly impressed 

by the mildness of the climatei 

"••••• the shore elong Lake Puron, for three or four niles 

inland, has deoidedl. a looal climate, escaping those late 
frosts in spring, and early ones in autunn, whiohL are often 
so prejudicial in higher and remoter s*tuetlons*"W 

The abaenee of late spring and early fall frosts enabled Huron 

County to become e successful grain-growing and fruit-growing area* In 
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1860, Huron farmers were enabled to crow in the o,j<an air fruits and 

vegetables whioh would have been killed by frosts twenty or thirty years 

before)* The lake shore district, especially, became a fine fruit-growing 

belt, owing to the climate, rather than to any other single agency. 

The Townships. 

Huron bounty to-day embraces fifteen townships, nine of whioh 

formed a pert of the original Huron Traot, and six of whioh were created out 

of orown lends* At one time, the oounty oont«ined seventeen townships, the 

additional two being MeGlllivrey and Biddulph, whioh also lay in the ̂ rtron 
16 

Tract* The queetion of annexation of both these townahips to Kiddleeex 

County was considered as early as July 22, 1862, when a petition to that 

effect w«s draftee* The reason behind the desire for amexatiun wnn the 

18 

comparatively great distance of Coderlehi the village o" Ireland in 

UeGilllvray, for example, was forty-one miles from Goderioh, and nineteen 

miles from London* An act ef June 9, 1862, provided for annexation, and 

in 1866, Biddulph and McCillivray townships left the boundB of iiuron County-

end entered into union with the County of •Middlesex* 
20 

The township of Colbome, which faoea Lake Huron, is separated 

from Goderioh township by the winding Uaitland River, whioh, with its steep 

banks, tortuous bends, and scenery, presents a picturesque sight* It was 

named in honour of Sir John Colbome, who had preceded Francis Pond Head as 

22 

governor of Upper Canada* The area of Colbome, whioh is one of the smallest 

townships in the oounty, i s 33,315 acres, of which 1000 are hi l ly , 400 tun 

swampy, and 1200 are rolling lend* the general oharaoter of ti o soil j 8 olay 

and clay loam, especially so in the eastern and western portions of the 

township* The average depth of the soil is ten inches; water is located at 
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a depth of from 10 to 100 feet* 

The township was first settled about 1030-31, when 1'lohael Fisher 

and the Dunlop brothers, Robert and Ml11am, built homes* By 1834, enough 

settlers had arrived to warrant the erection of a tavern! ten yefvrs later, 

Colbome had a population of 506, and 1,568 aores were in cultivation* The 

firet municipal meeting was held in 1836* 

24 
South of Colbome lies the township of Goderioh, whioh consists 

generally of rolling land, sanewhat broken about the borders of tlie "aitland 

and Bayfield Rivers, which form its northern and southern boundaries* Tie 

township was named after the Right Honourable Frederiok John Hoblnson, 

Tlseount Goderioh* It embraces in its 51,777 aores all varieties of soil, 

ra.4 ing from hard clay to bare sand* Along the lake shore, t..e land is flat, 

dry, and fertile, but further Inland it is sonewhat hilly. Goderioh i« 

well-watered, for, besides its proximity to Lake Huron, and to the liaitland 

and Bayfield nlvers, clear springs and ereeka are abundant* Uater lies about 

12 to 60 feet underground. 

The first settlers in Goderioh township date from 1P2GJ the 

earliest families were the Taylors, Glnns, Sturdy*s, llolmeses, roctors, and 

Cox's* By 1844, the population had reached 1,675, and 8,156 acres were 

cultivated* Municipal government was organised as early a& 18:;B* 

26 , 
South of the Beyfleld River, lies the township of Stanley (44,500 aores), 

whioh extends from the lake eastward to the London Road* Tlie township 

received its name after Edward Geoffrey iimlth Stanley, fourteenth Iarl of 

Derby, who had been one of the most prominent stock-holders in the Canada 

Company* Cn the east side, the land is flat, but there are ah Ait 2,000 aores 

of hilly country, and in the central section there is an equal area of marshy 
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soil* The general oharaoter of the soil is good, with olay loam 

predominating* The township is well- watered by the Bayfield and several 

small streams! water is about 15 to 40 feet under thy surface* 

The earliest settlers in Stanley arrived in 18;'>3( when the Peverend 

Cooper built a farm near the London Road* Other settlers followed rapidly, 

and in 1844, there were 7S7 persons in the township, and 1,197 acres were 

under cultivation. In 1836 was held the first township meeting* 

The township of Bay separates Stanley *nd Stephen, and lies between 

the lake and the London Road. It was named in honour of K.W. May, joint 

secretary of the colonies with Lord Stanley* Its 52,886 aores form a rough 

reotengle, which is about seven miles broad and eleven miles long. The soil 

is of the first quality, bein. oorapoeed of a fine yellow loam! there is also 

a large proportion of black loam and sand. >ialf the area of hay is rolling 

lend, and the centre of the township contains marshes! some quioksnnd is to be 

found* Springs and wells are plentiful, but the largest stream is "Warren's 

Creek"* Water is located at a depth of froi IS to 80 feet. 

Settlement did not begin in -ay until sonewhat later than it did 

in the surrounding townships* By 1859, William Wilson, the V.alshes, the 

Bells, and the Cases were the only settlers. In 1844, the township included 

only 113 settlers, who had cultivated 1,943 acres* The organisation of Hay 

as a separate municipality was effected in 184(5* 

28 
Stephen township, situated south of lay, is separated from Bosanquet 

township (in Lsmbton County) almost entirely by the Sable River, whioh river 

also flows from north to south through the eastern <art of tho townahipi 

MeGilllvray township lies to the south. Stephen derived its nane from James 

Stephen, Junior, the under-secretary of atate for the oolonles in the time 
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of Lord Goderioh a-d Lord Glenelg* Only six miles in width by thirteen 

miles in length, the township has an area of 54,726 aores* There is 

considerable sandy soil in Stephen, but on the w iole, two land Is <qual to 

any in the oounty, espeeially along the third, fourth, and fifth oonoesslone* 

Some swamp-land is to te found, but water, on the averare, llss 80 feet 

imdorgrouod* One-twentieth of the lend Is rolling, but cultivable. 

The earliest settlers date frcm 1831-38, during whioh period James 

Willis, a Mr* Trivitt, George Webber, and Louis Holman settled. By 1844, 

680 aores had been tilled, and the population was In the neighbourhood of 

213* Separate municipal organisation was effected in Stephen in 1842! 

previous to this date, Hay, Stephen, and Usborne had been united* • 

Best ef Stephen and Hay lies UeberSe (42,751 neroa), which 

presents an oddly-ahaped figure, extending ten miles along the Ixjndon Road, 

whioh forms its western boundary* On the south lies Blddulph, and on the 

east, Blenehard, Fullarton, and Hibbert (the last t ree townships are in 

Perth Ooenty)* uebome received its appellation from Henry Usborne, one 

of the early directors of the Canada Company. The soil is predominantly 

•lay loami aome stones and limestone formations may be found* A small area 

•f Usborne presents a rolling surface, but for the most part, the land Is 

level* The Sable flows along the third and fourth concessions for some miles! 

water lies about 20 feet underground* 

Settlement in Usborne began in 1831, when William May and Thomas 

Lamb settled near what Is now the town of lie tor. By 1834, a few families 

had arrived, end ten years later the population was £83, and the aoroare of 

tilled soil was 728* Usborne received separate municipal standing in 1842* 
30 

To the north of Osborne lies Tuekersmith, whioh occupies the acute 
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sc ;le formed by the junetl n of the old Huron and London Roads, and whioh 

extends about twelve miles along the former, and fourteen miles along the 

latter, — thus presenting a frontage of twenty-six miles on the two most 

important roads in the oounty. The township received Its name from Partin 

Tucker Smith, one of the first direotors of the Company* It contains 41,000 

aores, and Is, on the whole, undulating, with an occasional small knoll or 

ridge* Nine-tenths of the soil is day loam, whioh lies fifteen inches deep! 

the subsoil is a compact, whitish-yellow clay. Along the Bayfield River, 

whioh crosses the northern part of the township, lies a narrow atrip of low, 

flat land. In the south, the land is both watered and drained by the Little 

Bayfield, "Warren's Creek", and minor streams! the central section, however, 

reoeives very little moisture* Water lice at a depth of from 10 to 36 feet* 

The first settler in Tuokersmith was Neil Ross, who arrived in 1880f 

more settlers followed in the suooeeding years, and by 1844, the population 

had reached 699, the fourth largest figure In the oounty, and 2,855 acres 

were cultivated. Municipal organisation ooourred as early as 1036. 

61 

The township of tfeKlllop extends along oart of the north-east 

boundary of Tuokersmith, opposite the old Huron Road* It received Its name 

from James UsKiUop, M.P., a director of the Canada Company* In shape, the 

township nearly approaches a square, containing 52,140 acres. In t e western 

section, the land is level and comparatively light, but farther book it is 

rolling, end in 8?TC places affords a good supply of gravel* The soil is in 

general a aley loam, with an equal proportion of other kinds* The township 

is very well watered! in fact, nearly one-third of the area comprises swampy 

land* A winding branch of t e Uaitland, Garron Brook, and Silver Creek, 

together with smaller streams, afford excellent irrigation* Water lies from 12 

to 50 feet underground* 
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The first settlement, in the early 'thirties , was known as "Irish-

town" — eomposed as it was of such families as tlie O'Sullivans and the 

0'Roils* The population, by 1844, had ranched only 321, and but 769 aores 

were under cultivation. The first organisation of McKillop, for municipal 

purposes, took plane in 1841-42, In connection with the townships of 

Hibbert and Loran (Forth County)* 

With the exception of Morris, Hullett is the only township in 

Huron whioh doee not extend its bo nds to those of the oounty. It is bounded 

on the north-east by Wewanosh and Morris, on the south-east h/ MoKillop, on 

the south by Tuokersmith, and on the west by Goderioh township and the 

Maitland River* From John Hullett, one of the first directors of the 

Company, the township received its name. Hullett has an acreage of 63,432* 

and the general character of the soil is good* The soil in the south is 

clay, in the eastern and oantral sections olay loam, and in the wast sandy 

loam* Some sand and gravel are to be found in the central district, in the 

land bordering the Maitland. Nine-tenths of the surface is rolling but 

cultivable. Hullett is well-watered by a tributary of the Maitland and by 

small creeks! water lies 25 feet underground* 

Settlement in Hullett did not begin until the late 'thirties, 

although a few settlers, including Colonel Van Kgraond, had entered as early 

a« 1828-29* The figures for 1844 give a total of 195 Inhabitants, and only 

524 aores of tilled soil* From 1850 to 1852, Jfullott and MoKillop were 

united under one municipal organisation, but in 1862 they were separated* 

The township of UsGlllivray (66,506 aores) lies south of Stephen, 

and is bounded by Biddulph on the west, Williams and part of Lobo (Middlesex 

55 
County) on the south, end the Sable River on the west* It reoeived i t s mane 
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from one of the Canada Company's f i r s t directors* One-fourth of the to ta l 

area of the township i s rol l ing but cult ivable! 4,000 aores are h i l l y , and 

1,000 acres eonsist of low, f l a t lands* The so i l i s , for tlio most part, a 

heavy d a y loam* and the eastern a e ^ o n I S best adapts.' for agricultural 

purposes* McGillivray i s watered by the Sable River, whioh crosses the 

whole width of the township twice* Near the "Great Bend", tlie uable i s so 

nearly on a l eve l with the waters of Lake Huron that for sane yenrs, during 

tlie period of early settlement, the river regularly overflowed more them 
34 

two thousand acres, thus forming an area long known as "the Drownded ̂ ands"* 

Water lies at an average depth of 35 feat* 

Settlement in MsGlllivray began in 1840! among the pioneers were 

Patrick Flanagan, James Barber, James C, Priestley, William Carter* and a 
56 

Mr* Zhoults* Four years later, the population totalled 440, one-half being 

Irish, and 808 acres were under cultivation. Municipal government was 

established as early as 1643* 

36 

The township of Biddulph lies east of UoOillivray and Stephen, and 

south of Usborne! it is bounded on the east by Blanohard (Perth County) and 

on the south by London township (Middlesex). Biddulph also received its 

appall at ion from a director of the Canada Company* Of its area of 39,164 

aores, five-sixths are rolling but cultivable, and one-sixth constitutes low, 

flat lands* The soil is* in general, a flat olay soil, of good quality, and 

approximately one-half of the land Is first-class for farming. Uiddulph is 

irrigated by a branch of the Sable, whioh forms a fine (len of several miles 

in length, in the north eartrrn oorner of the township* \iater is located SO 

feet below the surfeoe* 

In 1630, settlers began to flow into uiddulph, whioh war; only thirteen 
37 

milss from the town of London* and land was taken up at $1.50 per acre* The 

first settlers were James and Adam Hodglns, Richard and Thomas Atkinson, and 

file:///iater
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the Ceureey family* In 1834, a colony of ooloured people wnn formed under 

the direction of Frederiek Stover, a Quaker from Norwich* who purohased 

800 aores wast of the village of Luoan* A few of these negroes were 

emaneipated slaves, but the majority of them were refugees who had been 

59 
driven out of Cincinnati b/ the enforcement of the Ohio Black Laws* By 

1844, the population of Biddulph was 1,009 (nearly twioe that of any other 

township in Huron County, with the exeeption of Goderioh), and 1*740 aores 

were under cultivation* Hlddulph was organised as a municipality in 

January, 184?* 

The eleven townships desoribed above lie in the traot originally 

belonging to the Canada Company. The sue remaining townships are government 

townships, and were carved out of the orown lands 1 ring immediately to the 

north-east of the Canada Company'a territory. 

41 

The township of Ashfield, somewhat triangular In shape, is situated 

in the north-west oomer of the oounty, on the a ioro o Lake Huron, and is 

bounded en the north by Huron township (Bruce County)* Ashfield was named 

after a village i Suffolk, England* About seven-eighths of the township* 

which is 64,184 cores in extent, consist of rolling lands| the soil is of 

en inferior quality, especially in the central r>art. The Ashfield River 

is the main souree of moisture, although mush of the land is swampy! water 

is located at a depth of from 8 to 40 feet* 

As Ashfield was not a part of tlie Canada Company's lands, 

immigration did not flow Into it until 1838-42. Settlement was retarded 

by two obstaclesi (1) the "sash" system of buying land from the government, 

whish did not adept the "ten years* system" o- paymsnt, until 1848i and (2) 

the purchase of a large tract of land to the north by a group of speculators, 

under whom improvement was long in forthcoming* In 1844, Ashfield contained 
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only 266 inhabitants, and a total of 228 acres of tilled land. Tlie first 

municipal tranaeetlone of Ashfield date from 1642, at which tine East and 

West Wawanosh were joined to it* 

Wasranosh, adjoining Ashfield on the east, and bounded on the north 

by the township of Kinloss (hruee County) and by a portion of Turnberry, is 

the largest township in Huron County, containing 83,693 acres* V.awanosh 

received its name from one of the ohiefs of the Chippewa Indians j tlie 

meaning of the word is given &£ "he who ambles the water", or "pleasant 

sailing"* The general character of the soil is clay loam, with oonsiderable 

hlaek loom, espeeially In the western district. One-fourth of the township 

oonsists of swearo lend, and rioh black muck lies eighteen inches deep In the 

swamp sections. Wawanosh is considerably broken by the twisting Maitlend 

River, which crosses the whole breadth of the township, and, for a time, 

rendered the eaetern pert inaccessible. Water lice about 20 to 40 feet 

below the surface* 

v.ewenosh was behind most of the other townships in tlie oounty in its 

early eettlemant, although a few families settled in the western seotion during 

1840-42* In 1844, the population was 133, and only 87 aores were under 

oultlvation* Until 1652, Wawanosh formed a part of the township of Ashfield, 

but In that year it became a separate township* Fourteen years later, it was 

divided by the road running north and south between Lots 27 and 28 into two 

townships, known as Bast and 'fleet Wawanosh* 

East of East Wawanosh, aid north-east of Jiullott, lies the township 

44 
of Merrla, 62,244 acres in extent, which was named after tlie honourable Mlliam 

Morris, a native of Paisley, Sootland, who vrno president of the executive 

council ef Upper Canada in 1846* The general oharaoter of the soil is clay 

loam, but one-fifth of the lend is swampy, and another fifth consist? a>* }*m, 
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flat lands* Two branehec of tlie Maitland River flow through the north­

east corner of Morris, end the lend is extremely broken along these 

streams* Water lies about 26 feet underground* 

Although the government ohanged Its land-selling policy in 1648, 

and began surveying in 1849, the actual settlement of Morris did not begin 

until the spring of 1862. There was not a single settler north of the fourth 

eoneesslon until the spring of 1854, when the influx was large, and continued 

steadily until nearly every lot was oooupied within the next few years* 

Until 1866, Morris and Grey were united to UeKlllop for municipal purposes, 

but in that year, Morris entered on an independently organised existence. 

Grey township (63,935 aores) is situated east of Morris and north­

east of IfeKlllopf ontherorth and east, it feeee three townships in the 

oounty of Perth, namely Wallaoe, Elma, end Logan* Grey received its name 

from Charlea, aeoond Earl Grey (1764-1845), who had succeeded in passing 

the oelebrated Reform Bill of 1852* The soil of the townsliip ie of good 

quality, being composed nstinly of clay, "lth an occasional knoll of gravel* 

In the eastern section* considerable swamo land and beds of quioksnnd are 

to be found! the northern part is aandy end gravelly! the western district 

is predominantly clay loom* Grey Is watered by the main branch of the 

Maitland and by one of its tributaries, and possesses an ahundanoe of elear, 

oool springs* The land in this township was sold only in September, 1854, 

although squatters had entered as early as i860. In 186G, Grey (as was 

mbrrls) was organised ae a separate municipality. 

North of East Wawanosh, Morris, and Grey, lies Turriberry (54,800 

aores), in the form of a mie-ahapen triangle! it is bounded on the north by 

the township of Culross (Bruse County)* and on the east by "owiek* Tumberry 

was named after Turnberry Castle in Scotland* the prielpal house in Carriok 
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in the twelfth and thirteenth oenturlea, Tlie township contains n quantity 

of excellent land, and an even larger quantity (10,000 acres) of swamp 

and leaver meadow* The undulating surface is, to a great extent, covered 

with stones, as is Howiok* A branch of tlie Maitland flows through Tumberry* 

and water is usually about 18 fest underground* The first settlers in the 

township entered during 186s and 1854, and the number increased after the 

land sale of September 4, 1854* For purposes of munioioal government, 

Turnberry was united to Wawanosh until 1854, when It reoeived n separate 

municipal status* 

East of Turnberry and north of Grey is 'lowioE (67,228 cores), at 

the extreme north-east oorner of Huron County* It is bounded on the north 

by Carriok (Bruce County) and llormanby (Grey County), on tlie east by t&nto 

(Wellington County), end on the south by 'ffallaoe (Perth County), Howiok was 

named in honour of Henry George Grey (1602-1894), the third Pari Grey, who 

became Lord Howiok in 1829* The surface of the township varies from gently 

rolling to decidedly rough! the soil is predominantly clay loam* Howiok is 

well-watered by the Kaitland, and contains many swamps I water lies 20 feet 

below the surface* 

The first settlers were John Carter (1861), Andrew 'fttohell, and 

Jacob Cook (1863)* although the influx did not oomc until the autumn of 

1884* Until 1856, Howiok end Grey were united to MoKlllop, but in that 

year, eaeh of the three townships obtained separate municipal organisations* 
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CHAPTER II 

The Settlement of the Tract. 

Background of Sottlontont* 

It would be impossible to possess a corn ;lete understanding and 

appreciation of the evoluti.n of agriculture in the count; of Huron, 

without some knowledge of the hlstorloal background and settleiient thereof* 

The aborigines of the lends about Lake Huron and Georgian Hay were the 

Huron Indiana* eailed by the French the Northern Iroquois* During the 

years 1615 to 1618, Samuel de Champlaln visited the Huron oountry, in 

response to the Uurons' pleas for asaistanoe egalnst the warlike tribee 

to the south. It is believed that he landed at the mouth of r, o T'enesetung 

(Maitland) River,, in 1618* In any ease, whether Chaniplaln arrived there 

or not* the mouth of the Meneeetung beoeme a frequent stopping-place for* 

the sealous Jeeuit priests who entered "Buronia" to win oonverts to 

6 
Christianity* In 1649, e dreadful onslaught by tlie Southern Iroquois 

wiped out the Huron settlements and tlie Jesuit missions an well* 

The mouth ;u tha lasnesetung was for a long tiiw a port-of-call 

for fur-traders, and consequently forued the site of several hute and 

wigwams, the dwelling-plaees of Chippuwas and half-breeds* Although 

several chips sailed up the soast, during the latter part of the eighteenth 

century, the coastline of Lake Huron was not offiolall., surveyed until 

1824, when Lieutenant Henry Wolsey Bayfield* "under th«« order of the Lords 

7 
of the Admiralty", completed the seven years' task* In 1826, t<*r. Ooodlng, 

accompanied by a frenchman, named Frank Deohamp, established a trading-

post at the mouth of the Meneeetung, 

The real and vital beginnings of Huron Count-/ lie in tin? inception 

of the Canada Company, a land esmpany formed by English capitalists, under 

the leadership of John Gait, for the purpoee of encouraging emigration to 



24. 

and settlement of Canada* The Company possessed a oapital of one million 

pounds sterling* Lords Goderioh end Colbome, Lleutenant-Geueral Coekbura, 

and Colonel Sir John Bawley were influential share-holders, as were Messrs. 

Biddulph, Bosanquet, Blanohard, Davidson, Downie, Fasthope, I'llioe, Fuller-

ton, Gait, Hay, Hibbert, Hullett, Logan, MoGillivray, ttoKillop, Stanley, 

Stephen* Tucker Smith, Usborne, Williams, and others, after many of whom 

10 
townships in the Huron Treot received their names, 

11 

The first propoeal made by the Company was to take over all the 

unaasigned land in Upper Canada, but this plan was rejeoted on tlie grounds 

that it might be considered too great a monopoly* Tlie second suggestion 

was that the Company should obtain possession of the orown aid clergy 

reserves. In 1791, the Constitutional Act had stipulated that the governor 

of Canada, in granting publio lends, should reserve for "the support and 

maintenance of a Protestant clergy lends equal to one-seventh of all those 
18 

granted in the past or to bo granted in the future for other purposes*" In 

accordance with the second proposal, an agreement was made, on November 86* 

1824, between Lord Bat hurst, tne secretary of state, and tlie Company, whereby 

the latter was to receive 1,584,413 aores of orown lands, and 829,450 aores 
16 

of the olorgy reserves, in Upper Canada, at the nominal prioe of 3s. 6d. per 
acre — or at a total cost of 8146,150. 6s for tlie olergy reserves alone. 
Reverend John Streehen objected to this scheme, olaiiing that the price was 

16 

too low* and that 8s.6d. per acre would bo more reasonable. Eventually, the 

clergy reserves were omitted from the deal, and for them was substituted the 

"Huron Tract", a block of OTM million aores, whioh had forned part of an 

extensive tract of land purchased by the governnont from the r.ix Nations 

Indians* 
The terms of the new agreement were contained in a dospatoh from 
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Lord Bethurat to Sir Peregrine Maitland, the Lieutenant-Governor of Canadai 

"*•••• In lieu of the before-mentioned 829*430 acres 
(of Clergy Reserves), His Majesty's Government will grant 
and oonvey to the Canada Company for the scum prioe (8145, 
ISO* 6s surreney) a block of land containing one million aores, 
in the territory lately purchased from the Indians* in tlie 
London end Western Districts* One-third part of the bef ore-
mentioned sum of 1145,150* 8s* ourreney shell be expended by 
the Canada Company in publlo works and improvements within 
the said bloek of land! and tlie remaining two-third ports 
only of the said sum of £145,150. 5s* ourreney shall be 
actually paid to His I'ajeety's Government* By the terms 
•publlo works' and 'improvements' will be understood oanala, 
bridges, high roads, churches, wharvee, school-houses, and 
other works undertaken for the benefit of His 'mjesty's 
sub jests resident within that pert of tlie Province of Upper 
Canada* in eontradlstinetion to works intended for the use 
and aoeomaodation of private persons...... The blook of 
one million acres will be surveyed*" 

Later, tlie grant was extended to include one hundred thousand 

additional aores, end the method of payment was revised* The Company 

to pay 2155,000 by July 1, 1835, and thereafter tlie sum of 220*000 

tally for seven years, making a toal of £296,000* It should be mentioned 

that this new arrangement did not interfere with the original oae in respeet 

to the crown lands* The latter were in the form of dispersed treats of 800, 

2,000, and 10,000 acres (a few blocks contained from 18,000 to 4&*0CG aot'os) 

80 
and were scattered throughout Upper Canada. 

On August 19, 1886, tlie Canada Company was Incorporated by royal 

21 
charters during the preceding year, Lieutenant-Colonel Francis Coekbum* 

Simon HsOillivray* Lieutenant-Colonel Sir John Harvey, John Davidson, and 

John Gelt had bean appointed commissioners for the purpose of proceeding 

28 
to Canada to examine the territory whioh the Company was to reoeive* The 

Baron Treat was explored in 1827, end the Huron road was built through the 

2B 
wilderness between Stratford and what is now tlie town of Goderioh, in 1826* 

Before the surveying of the Trent was begun* Lord Bethurst instructed Sir 

Peregrine Maitland* the lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada, that "the blook 
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should be marked out by the surveyor-general or his deputies, and should 

approximate to the form of sane regular mathematical figure, as nearly aa 

might be consistent with preserving any well-defined natural land-mark or 

boundaries"* Theee instructions help to account for tlie ehapo o the Huron 

Trent, whioh was nearly triangular in its general outline. The Tract was 

bounded on the south by e tract of unsurveyed crown lands and by the town­

ships of Lobo, London, Missouri, and Zorra, and an the north-coot by more 

waste orown lands and Indian reserves. It lay between 43 dogreaa, 10 minutes, 

and 43 degrees, 63 minutes north latitude* The whole tract WAS surveyed by 

1832* and was divided into twenty-two townships, vis. i- Bosanquot, in the 

eeunty of Lembtonf Williams, in the county of Middlesex! Blanohard, Downle, 

24 

Gore of Downle, North and South Easthope, Sllioe, Fullarton, Hlbbert, end 

Leg en, in the eeunty of Perth! and Colbome, Goderioh, Stanley, Hay, Stephen, 

MeGillivray, Biddulph, Usborne, Tuokersmith (oalled Tucker Smith for some 
25 

yeers), UuUett, and MoElllop, in the oounty of Huron* By 1867, Huron County 

esquired six new townships, whioh were formed out of the orown lands to the 

north, namelyi Ashfield, Wawanosh (Eaet and West), riorris. Grey, Turnberry* 

and Howiok* In 1846, however, MeGillivray and Biddulph townships became a 

part ef Middleeex County* 

In 1879, e movement for further dismemberment in favour of 
26 

annexation to Bruoe County, took place. Thle movement was led b" two or 

three towns In the northern townships* whioh wished to beoome county seats* 

But general opinion supported the "status quo"i "We observe that a number 
27 

of munieipalities", stated the Brussels "Post", "are taking a decided stand 

against ths dismemberment ef present, and the formation of new, counties." 

A deputation from Turnberry and mbwiek carried a petition to Attorney-

General Mowat against the proposed redistribution of oounties, and the 

movement oame to an end. 
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Until 1841, the Huron Trnot was governed by " ^oard of Magintratea 

who sat at London, but in that year an aot was paseed by tho first provincial 

parliament ef Canada "to provide for the better internal government of that 

part of this province which formerly constituted the province of Upper 

28 
Canada, by the establishment of local or municipal authorities therein*' and 

the District of Huron was ea*abliahed, comprising the united oountiee of 

90 
Huron, Perth, and Bruce. Goderioh was made the centre of looal rovernment, 

31 
end Dr. William "Tiger" Dunlwp, !'.?.!*** was named as tho first Warden* 

Msfowhile, the government was intent on pursuing an wtiv© land 

58 
polity in the territory to the north of the Huron Treat* The Indian title 

to the lands in Bruee Oounty was surrendered by treaty on August 9, 1836, 

for e payment of £1250 annually, "as long ae grace grows or water runs • 

On April 19, 1847, en order-in-oouneil was passed "to ooen up the waste lands 

•f the crown in the Huron District" north of Wawanosh and Ashfield* Surveys 
84 

were made in this area (known as the "Queen's Bush") from 1847 until 1900* 

On May 80, 1849, an aot was passed by whioh tho Huron Plstriet was 

divided into three countiesi Huron )17 townships), Perth (12 townships), and 

Bruoe (11 townships?* At the came time* "The County Division Substitution 

56 
Aot" abollehed the old territorial district divielona within the provinoe* 

Theme acts came into force on January 1, I860, Goderioh oontinued to be 

the county eeat for the three oountiee until January 1,1853* by whioh time 

Perth County had erected the neoeeeary oounty buildings at Stratford* Ma , 

88 

May 16, 1886, an aot for the formation of the provisional oounty of Bruce 

was passed! local jealousies over the sits of the county town oauaed a tan-

year delay before oomplete separation waa aohieved* Goderioh served as the 

ssat of government for the "United Counties of Huron and Bruoe" until January 

1* 1887, when Bruse, by the "Redistribution Aot, was set apart by Itself* 
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Settlement of tho Tract, 

In the agreement formulated by the Canada Company and the 

British government, it had been stipulated that tlie former would* "In 

sash year, during •*..* fifteen years, plase one-half of the lands whleh 

during those years may have beoome ocoupled and purchased by them, in tho 

possession of settlers, either as grantees or as leasees under them* In the 
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proportion of one heed of a family for every two hundred euros of such lands." 

In the event of failure to comply with this agreement* the Company was to 

be fined five dollars for each lot left ever* such money to be devoted 

towards internal improvement of that particular locality* 

The Canada Company lost no time in attempting to settle the Huron 

Trent. In 1827 and 1828, Guelph and Goderioh were founded* and a connecting 

road wns built through the forests and swamp-lands* Between 1827 and 1880, 

the finanelal affairs of tlie Company were in a precarious condition, but by 

1831 the outlook appeared brighter, end the assets indloated £53,000 oash, 
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and 305,000 acres of lend paid for but as yet unsold* A vigorous business 

policy was adopted, and agents were stationed at Montreal, ̂ uebeo. Mew York, 

and in England, to urge preepeotlve settlers to purchase Company lands* It 

was during the eighteexfr-twenties and 'thirties that the flow of emigr^t^on 

from the British Isles to British Uorth America ber.au* The two principal 

routes from the United Kingdom to Upper Canada were the St, Lawrence water­

way and New York, both of whioh were almost inaooessible during the winter 

months. Irom Montreal to York, emigrant eettlera were conveyed for twenty-

two shillings and sixpence, or five dollars, each, — exclusive of provisions, 

whish cost about two dollars. The expense of the trip from Great Britain 

to York was estimated at tan pounds for adults end about half that sum for 

ehUdren? 
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In order to encourage the settlement of its lands, the Canada 

Company allowed "free pas sags" to the head of Lake Ontario to all settlers 

whs purchased two hundred aores In the orown rmmer^m lands or one hundred 

aores in the township of Oueloh or anywhere in the iiuron Tract. Tho settler 

paid for his passage, but this money was accepted in lieu of equal payment 

on his second instalment* The purehaaer was allowed to . a; for his lot by 

six Instalments within five years, on the payment of the first of whioh 

(erne-fifth)* hie right to oooupy the land was aaknowledged* John ttalt 

contrasted for cheap fare for emigrants who entered Caned* via Hew Yorki 

by the agreement arrived at* the total expense of ->assars fro Hew fork to 

Detroit amounted to less then ten dollars for adultsi the oharge for luggage 
44 

freight waa one dollar aad twenty-five cents per hundredweight. 

Baring the period 1816 tc 1865, s flood of books and pamphlets was 

written by numerous travellers in Canada, who sought to Instruct Immigrants 

to profit b the "experiences" which they themselves had gained* The 

uninitiated immigrant was warned to beware of friendly strangers, to refrain 
40 

from an exeese ef "ardent spirits" and smoking, and to carry only certain 
artielea — preferably money — to Canada* Mash of the advios and information* 

though doubtlees well •meant, had the opposite effoot, and usually bewildered 

the immigraat* The Canada Company inaugurated < policy of extensive advertising, 

and sought to give sounder advice in clear, sueoinot circulars* 

By 1834* there were 2*694 settlers in the Huron Tract, 1,168 of whom 

in Huron County proper* By 1838, the number had doubled, and subsequent 

was propsrtiijnatsly on the increase* What were the feetors whioh 

sontributed towards the rapidity ef ssttlsraent and the opening up of new 

areas ef farm lands in Huron* 

The first factor waa indsubtsdly the Company's early method of 
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settling end selling land* In order to understand this method, one should 

first oonsider the system of purshass of orown lands. 

Crown lands could be purchased in one of four ways? 

(1) by outright purchase at the "upset pries" (so oalled heeauso at certain 
periods during the year, lands were "est up" for aalo and struck off to 
the highest bidder), whereby the buyer received a direct title to the 
land "in free and oammon soooefe" forever! 

(2) by the payment of one-fourth the prioe in oash, and three annual instal­
ments* whish had to bo ;»eid punctually, or else the land would be 
oonfisoated! 

(S) indigent immigranca were allotted land (fifty aores to each head of a 
family) on condition of aotual settlement and tlie payment of five 
shillings eurrenoy per core, wit: interest, annually, the first payment 
to begin at the expiration of three years! 

(4) by renting farms for from one to seven yearsi tlie yearly rent per acre 
(near towns) was from seven shillings sixpence to fifteen shillings, and 
for farms at a distance of ten miles from towns, from five to ten 
shillings per acre* 
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Crown lends were purchasable by what was known as "scrip" money, 

whish had its origin at the time of the Influx of the United ftnplre Loyalists. 

"Scrip notes" of the nominal value of five pounds were issued to those 

officers who did not wish to take up land. The holder of the notes was 

entitled to drew a proportionate quantity of land at the government "upset 

prise"* which was about eight ahil lings per acre lr: Upper Canada* Forty serip 

notes would entitle a person to five hundred aores of land. These notes were 

often sold for eesh, as late as 1860, for one-half or three-quarters of their 

64 
value? 

On the other hand, the Canada Company, for sons tl e, leased its 

lands on a "no money down" system, — a oolloy whioh was convenient to 

immigrants or settlers who had families but no money, and therefore was 

sonduolve to rapid settlement* In 1831, land could be nurohased in the Huron 

Tract for as little as three shillings to ten shillings per acre, according 

to quality and situation* In 1832, building-lots of half an acre might be 
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had in the town of Goderioh for ten pounda, and faun in the ..e" hbourhood 

far tan shillings to twelve shillings sixpence psr aorif Until 1834, tlie 

grsatar number ef cottiers in Goderioh township had paid 81*60 per acre for 

their land* Berly eettlera often bought fairly large blocksi in 1880* Mr* 

MUhaol Fisher purchased a blook of 6*466 aores in Colbome township* near 

the band of the Xaltlend idveri later he resold a large portion of it* In 

1888, the Canada Com >any built the steamer "iimnesetung*' (whioh pilot between 

Bodarlwh end ports on Lekes Erie and Ontario until 1838)* and tlie prism of 

land In Celborne township wen raised forthwith from 88*00 an acre to #8*80* 

and ahortly afterwerda to . 3,00, The average prime of "wild land" in the 

rest of Upper Canada* for the years 1828 to 1886, was 15c. 8d* for elergy 

reeervee, and 9a* 7d* for other "wild lend™ During this period* "wild land" 

in Maw Brunswick and in Hova Sootia was sheaper than it was in Upper Canada* 

In 1861, the prise of the Canada Company'a lands in the Huron Treat 

ranged from IBs* 6d* to 80s* ourreney psr aeref in other parts of Upper 
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Canada* Company prisms ranged fron 21a* to 30s, per aore* The fixed prise 

of srewn lands, at -faat time, was 8s, ourreney or 6s, 7d* sterling per aore, — 

to be paid in full, in seen* The chief reason for the low price of Canpany 

land la the Huron Tract was the government's decision in 1048 to make free 

grant* of land In the territory lying Immediately to the north of tho Tract* 

Booh of the lend to the south of Huron was held by speculator a, who hindered 

tho progress of eettlamenti on the -it* Clair River* "wild land" sold at fron 

40a. to 64s* psr ssrf? 

By the Company'a "no money down" system* tlie leasee was bound to pay, 

for tan years, sn annual rant, whish amounted to more than elx psr cent, interest 

on tho total sash valus of the land* In other words, tho average lesaes paid* 

throughout the whole term of tan years, the interest on a' least s< vsnty aores 

of bush land* from whish ho was deriving little or no benefit* It can readily 
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bo seen that the lessee would have very little opportunity to purchase by 

instalments, end if he failed to pay the total purchase prioe wit, .in ten 

years, the land would revert to the Company, The result was tliat soores of 

lessees fell in arrears, and -Miron County, 11 many scotinns, was faced with 

the prospeet of desertion and partial ruin* 

Heeeaaity had foroed t e pioneer farmer of Iiuron to develop the 

resources of the field and forest to their maximum extenti tho fruits of his 

Isbours were coon to be reaped. From 1848 to 1862, the highest price for fall 

wheat was 90 oenta, while in remote distrios, spring wheat could not bo sold 

at all? 

The years 1853 to 1056 were orowded with events which had great 

repercussions in the Huron Traot. In 1863, the discovery of gold in 

California and Australia eaused the price of wheat to rise slightly. In 

1854, the failure of crops in tho southern states and in tho south of Europe 

raised it still higher* The following exoerpt is culled from an agricultural 

journal of the periodi 

"The wheat crop in the United Kingdom is about two-
thirds of an average! and to make up for this deficiency, 
about 32*000,000 bushels will be required, Whioh,added to 
average imports, will probablv amount to the enormous 
total of 70,000,000 bushels,"64 

An expansion of "confidence, credit, and ourreney", an increase in 

the value of property, and the reciprocity treaty with the United States 

(Marsh 16, 1855), led to more prosperous conditions. Reciprocity opened 

up new channels for commerce, and railway construction — but one phase of 

general Industrial progress — provided an avenue for mush of this trade* 

The 6rlmean War, 1864-68, olimaxed these events, and wheat whioh sold early 

in 1863 at Toronto* for 4s, (80 cents) par bushel, was sold in 1856 for 

lis* 9d* (|2,36). Tho price of wheat remained feirly high during 1657 

66 
and 1888, owing more to the scarcity of it than to foreign consumption. 
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She prise ef all kinds of agricultural preduee rose comparatively. Land 

prises rooketed simultaneouslyi near Goderleh, land whioh had been bought 

two years previously at $16* per aore now sold at $60* an aore* In fact, 

" *•*•• land in this CHuronJ county whioh, five years ago 
could have been bought for perhaps six dollars an aore, will 
now ssll readily at thlrty-sixi and there is not a lessee of 
a hundred aores in Huron, with say twenty to thirty acres 
cleared, but :nay easily obtain from three to four ' undred 
pounds for his right and Improvements, even though he may be 
deep in arrears to the Company! that is, providing the term 
of his lease be not expired. Many have sold out, and many, 
through the high price of-produoe, have been able to racy up 
and secure their deeds." 

Thus agriculture helped to "save the day" for Huron* But what of 

the effect of these events on newer counties, which had not devolo ed 

agriculture to a point of self-support? All these events caused "absolute 

ruin to the settler in the new County of Bruoei he had sold his little 
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stock and poultry at the lowest figure, and had to buy at the highest." 

The lands of Bruoe County were not cleared, and were not given over to the 

growing of grains, as were the fields of Huron* 

Tho insrsesc In the value of land-holdings heralded a wave of prosperity 

in Huron, but it had another Influence whioh was to affect the doveloj stent of 

the county in no small degree. When the land rose In value, the Canada 

Company at once withheld its entire holdings from sale* The larpe numbers of 

families which were annually arriving in the Huron Tract would have had to 

ehooee between leasing Comoany lands and returning wlteuee they had come* Another 

event, however, followed rapidly on the heels of the Company's adoption of a new 

land policyt this event was the adoption by the government of a new land policy, 

whereby crown lends might be purchased on the Instalment nyotfui. People 

preferred to buy then to lease, and within a few weeks, in tlie autumn of 1864, 

200,000 aores were sold in the "bask" townshipst Tumberry, Howiok, Morris, and 

Grey* A majority of the newcomers were farmers who had sold their property in the 

alder-settled parts of Canada? and who were In search of new horlsons. By 
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the spring of 1886* all the orown lands In tliese four towneliips were sold, 

Otfd every twe-bundred-aore lot waa settled upon? The situation is the 

mere remarkable in view of the fact -thattheae new towneliips ltvl>oured under every 

disadvantage that oould arise from the went of roads, Mils, markets, and 

water eonmunioatlons* Moreover, they wore separated from tlie oentrel part 

ef the oounty by Hullett and MsKillop townships, a large portion of which 

remained in the hands of the Company, and consequently was slow to develop* 

The four new townships were, however, to make considerable progreas during 

the next few years* — a progreae whioh was to be at the expense of the other 

townships and Oodsrish* Ooderieh, notwithstanding its prospects of a rail­

road in 1868 and an extensive lake traffic, was almost at a standstill, 

during this period of heetlo lend-grabblngj building lota oould not be had 

at any prise* Consequently, Goderioh failed to develop Into tî u rreat lako-

pert which many hod visualised as its destiny* Feeling grew increasingly 
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bitter towards the Canada Company, because of its "material" interests* 

The first factor which contributed towards the rapidity of settlement 

in Heron was, then* "the Company's sarly method of settling and celling land"| 

the psrmanent Influence of tne Com zany's methods, as we have seen, was net 

favourable to progress* The seeond factor was the development oi the means 

of transportation and somounieatlon* Here wae a distrlot whioh a land 

company was bound, by agreement, to improve 11 ell possible vmys. This feet 

clone wae enough to give the Iiuron Treat the distinction of uniqueness* In 

assordsnso with the agreement whioh the Company had made with the Hrltlah 
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* roads, bridges, piers, and mills were cons-rusted, and harbours 

Improved. The three moot Important roads in tho early Meoory of the 

Treat were the Huron Rood, whioh linked Goderioh to hamllton, via 

Stratford and Gelt! the London Rood, whioh extended south from Goderioh 

through Clinton, Brueefield end Exeter, to Londonj and the Bayfield Road, 
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situated between the first and second eonoessions of the township of 

Ooderieh, nearly parallel to tho lake* The Huron Road was built in 1828 

by the Canada Company'a engineers, under the dirootlon of Dr. Dunlop. The 

Lsndon Road* eonotruoted by the government, was later Improved by the oounty* 

Two branches were built from Brueefleldi- one to Bayfield, the other through 

Soaforth and Bruasels to Wroxoter* Later, a highway was built from the town-
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Ship of Weolwioh, in Waterloo County, to and through the six northern townships 

of Huron County! another road, eonatruoted by tlie Northern Gravel Road 

Company, linked Goderioh to Lueknow, a distance of twenty-two miles* A road 

between Kincardine and Goderioh was later opened by tlie government, whioh 

essumsd responsibility for its upkeep. 

Theee roads left mush to be desired! for several years thsy were at 

times almost imposeeble, espeeially after e rain* In winter they provided 

a swift medium of lntereouree* Much money was spent on their improvement 

by both the Canada Company and the government* The building of the first 

roads provided many of the early settlers with a means of paying for their 

land* Money was soaree, end for some years "labour" was the only legal 

tender at the settlers' command* One of the earliest settlers in the town 

of Gsdsrioh waa Alex UsGregor, who eame from Zorra (Oxford County), bringing 

80 
with him several yoke of cattle, with which he worked on the Company's roads* 

In 1866, the County Council passed a by-law providing for the 

gravelling of certain roadst within the next two years* over one hundred 

and fifty miles of highway were gravelled! e similar mount was gravelled, 
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from 1869 to 1861* It was during the •fifties that the real value of the 

roads aa providing market faoilites was recognised. The construction of roads 

prooodod the building of numerous inns end taverns. At first, depots contain­

ing provisions end tools wars established along the rondo! tliese depots gave 

88 
way to inns, whioh were eotabliehed by various enterprising individuals* 
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It la noteworthy that toll-gates sxistsd in 'taron ''w,*,-, until 1873, 

when tho County Counoil ebolished themi Bruoe County had Abolished them as 

early as 1867* The first toll-gate in Huron wns the one at Tdtlandville, 

across the Maitlend River fron Goderioh! the last one wan situated one mile 

64 
north of Dsngannon* 

The construction of bridges and piers, and the irprovemant of 

harbours entailed a great expense. For example, in 1864-65, tlio Canada 

Cempany built a bridge over the Bayfield River, and uaid one thousand pounds 
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far the ooet of erecting only the approaches to it* By 1878, there were no 

less then ninety-two bridges In the oounty! the value of bridges owned by the 

oounty waa $110*000* The Company claimed to *ave spent 86,000, in endeavour­

ing to Build a good harbour at Goderioh, But its laboura bore little fruit. 

The Company, in truth, was again adopting, even as it had done at the time of the 

"land sales" problem, a "dog in the man,' er" attitude« the Company feared 

that the harbour might beoome the property of tho Buffalo and lake Huron 

Railroad Company, 

The Canada Company assisted in the early construction of grist-mills 

and sew-nills, whioh were driven by water-power. It ia related that one of 

the early pioneers in Usborne township went to Goderioh and borrowed a half 

bushel ef wheat from the Canada Company, half of whioh he sowed, or "scratched 

in"* and half of whioh he atei ho repaid th Company by working at the letter's 
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mill (the "Boll Mill") in Tuokersmith, It is conceivable that mrny sottlars 

worked at the Company's mills in part-pfynent for their hard-won lend. On 

the whole, the earl; development of roods, bridges, and mills In Ifaron County 

was a substantial factor 1 its progress* 

The third factor in the oounty's development lay in the faot that 

Huron lay outside the asnls of the Chnreht the Huron Tract wan unique in 

that it was the only large blook of tarritory of its kind, in whioh the olergy 
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reservos were not to be found. Tlie ory of "retardation ox JUvoI r-roont" 

wuioh was raised against tl.e olery.y reserves, and v/*,f.oi» inval.m; «uoh » 

eorious dispute in the ninetoentli oentury, failed t > criil x\ĵ b'i oven an 

echo in Huron* 

Tlie fourth factor in :'oroii County'o rapid progress lo to be found 

in the settlers tho.uselveu. 'limy were, 1. cl.o nal., -y.: Irish, 'ootch, or 

English stock! oooaaioually, atx> nl^ht noet with Dutoh ruul ''envni oettlern* 

All theee t;,pea possessed * truo instinot for ^lonoor :*«r. d*if> "Tfigor" 

Duttlop, in answer to his own question! "What increases tho value of land?", 

replied! "Nothing but the work and the worth of tlie <->en who till it . And 

there ie a one truth In this statement, especially as 1". is applicable to 

the Huron Tract* Probably John Gait's greateet oontrlbutio:< to the develop­

ment of Huron lies, not ir. IA» town-founding and not In h?.o r >u.,«-bull<Ung, 

but in his select ion of fine settlers, wiJ.I: whom t:> . oo .lo 1' .'J vir, In area, 

A fifth factor — one which is closely allied to tlie fourth — wns 
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immigration, both from the British Isles and from tlie refit o Upper Canada, 

whioh continued to replenish the settlenent for . oiu-o. he -TOT; arrivals 

from the "old oountry" brought witli them cooperatively nev; .'u'oafc about 

farming, especially in reapeot to stock-raising, dair ing, »~ul fruit-growing. 

The *noe" settlers from otlier parts o- Upper Canada brought v-tth than a world 

of exporienoe and the power Ox adaptabilityi this fno" O K ' >O rwndlly under­

stood when one realises how rapidly tlie towns ilia of fro,;, : orris, Howiok, 

and Turnberry developed* 

A sixth factor, and perhaps one of the moot poruanont € net or s, was 

the resources of the oounty itself i agriculture, tho *T)«©>-h<A'k " 1'idustry of 

nations, was to provide a key and solution to the county's problnasi sustenance 

and progress* As early as 1844, the Huron district o. r'^atriuyod t? o ' ectorn 
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distriet in egrloultural lmprovenent, 

* * * * * 
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CHAPTER III 

the State of Agriculture in the 'Thirties and 'Forties. 

When the eerliest pioneers forge i their way into the wilderness 

of the Boron Treot in the late 'twentiea and *thirtlea, they found themselves 

in a veritable paradise. The tress whioh rearec" fr n tlie vir in soil had 

not yet felt the white man's axei the soil itself had not yet known the 

subjugation of the plough. The forests were inhabited by beasts and birds 

Of several species, and many varieties of fish swam in the numerous streams 

and in the groat lake to the west. Deer, wolves* and bears were plentiful, 

even as late as 1666* Good venison oould be purohesed in winter at twopence 

per pound* Indians would often ssll ths entire eareass of a deer for one 

dollar, — if a settler were able to gather that amount. Dr. Dunlop, of 

6 
Oeirbrald, was said to have had a fawn as a household pet. A bounty of six 

6 
dollars for each wolf-skin was paid by the government* Tho Tract was a 

haven for smaller animalsi — beaver, musk-rat, otter, raoooon, mink, wild-

seta, rabbits, ehipmunks* and squirrels abounded. The black squirrel was 

7 
particularly destructive to grain crops. Tlie swamps in tlie centre oi tlie 

Treot were alive with frogs, whioh ranged from five pounds in weight to the 

slss of a wren's egg? The most oonmon game-bird was tlie passenger- or 

sorrier-pigeon, whioh existed in multitudinous quantities* Strickland tella 

9 
of having killed aa many as twenty or thirty at one shot. They fsd on wild 

berries, end provided excellent meat. Cartridge, quail* snipe* plover* ducks 

10 
and gaess were also prolific* and filled a prominent plane in tlie early 

settler's larder. The Treat was aleo the retreat of other wild birdo! 

blackbirds were the most destructive to crops. Probably tlie farmer's most 

feared enemies, however, were the mosquitoes and the black flies! even 

Chsmplaln complained of the mosquitoes. A description of tlie fish which 

43. 
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to be found in the neighbourhood of the ^uron distriot is given by 

Dr. DunlopY 

"Ths rivers and the lake-abound with fish, among whioh 
may be enumerated the sturgeon? river trout, pike, pickerel, 
maskononge, mullet, earp, sucker, herring, white-fish, basa, 
sun-fish, oet-fish* and an undesoribed speoles of the salmon 
tribe, called a mackinaw trout." 

In hia new surroundings, the pioneer farmer was in olose communion 
i 

with nature. He essayed to keep his work attuned to nature, and sought to 

carry on in unison with the seasonal 

"Ths silence of the winter was broken by tie first 
running waters end howling, quacking, groaning end piping, 
below, with the greetings of robin, blackbird, crow, and 
bluejey ebove, were not unlike the tuning of en orchestra. 
Summer eeme, and the festoons wore bowers of green! the 
oaks, maplee, and boeohee, ell so many tokens of riches, 
spread into leaf. In sunny places, the wild plum burst 
into snow-drifts, white as those Just gom»! and from its 
hldlng-plaee the Canadian rossignol sang" sweetly. And «. 
at night "all the forests swarmed with Syrians of fireflies.11 

The early history of agriculture in the county of iiuron reveals a 

16 

constant struggle against nature and the elenents. We might borrow s phrase 

from the Lisare sisters, and go so far as to artfcte that the pioneora* eonquest 

of tlie eoil constituted "Huron's age herole". The pioneer farmer's suoecss 

depended upon the amount of physieal strength end enduranee which he possessed, 

rather then on his intelligence, judgment, and skill* It was not until he 

had passed the most intense period of hie struggle with nature that the 

pioneer reached even the incipient stage of agricultural evolution. 

His first concern was not the growth of crops, but the erection of 

a suitable dwelling in tho wilderness In whioh he found himself. The site 

of tho house or log shanty depended on several faotors, auoh as the soil, 

tho proximity to a spring of fresh water, a road, a mill, a river, or neigh­

bours* Ths quality of the land wns ascertained from tlie trees which grew 
19 

upon Itt the harder the wood, the richer was the soil. The most suitable time 



of year to eommenoe building operations waa in the early fall, when black 

flies end mosquitoes hed become fewer in number, Une nan oould clear a 

spaee for a house end prepare the neoessary loga for construction, within 

one week. A log shanty, twenty-four feet b, sixteen feet* contained ample 

room to begin with! the floor was ojm osed of hard earth oovered wit! straw, 

or of board slate. A small oellar was often dug near the firo-place, 

commodious enough to hold a large quantity of potatoes. Sometimee root 

oellars were made by excavating holes in a oontlf̂ uoue olay bank, end 

covering thorn with clay and manure* 

The average ooat of a leg oabin was BL6., of a log house £46., 

and of a log barn E25. After eaw-mllls were erected, sturdy freme-houeee 

oould be built for about BL20. The charge for sawing orio liundred feet of 

22 

one-inch boerds was tiiree shillings, end for two-inch boards five shillings. 

Sometimes a bargain was made between tlie farmer and the mill-owner, whereby 

the latter aooepted a share of the wood cut in lieu of cash payment. Boards 

were usually cut from tlie white pine, spruce, and hemlock. 

Perhapa the greateet tasx whioh faeed every setclor was that of 

clearing the land. By a process known as "under-brushing , all tlie small 

trees and ahjrubbery were out down* The brush was then piled In wind-rows, 

if the timber were coniferous, or in heaps if it were deciduous! then it 

was left to dry, for soveu or eitjht weeks* Iteanwhile, tlie larger trees were 

chopped down. In felling trees, a noteh was usually out into each side of 

the tree, a yard from the ground* Tlie trees were felled in the sane 

direction, were trimmed, and were then squared into convenient lengths. 

Sometimes trees were "girdled"! a oirele wns cut deep into tlie bark, 

completely around the tree! the sap wns prevented fron rising* end the 

brenshss, deprived of nourishment, oeased to grow. But the dead branohea, 

whan they fell, endangered the Uvea of oattlej beaides, the shading properties 
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of the tree were destroyed. For these reasons, then, tills method was not 

followed very extenslvsly* After the trees were cut down, "logging" took 

place, by whioh process ths heavy pieces of wood were drawn into a heap 

by means of a chain fastened to « yoke of oxen. 4fter the wood was sufficiently 

dry, the first burning took piece. The oharred remains were eoll&oted and 

the second burning,or "branding", was carried out. 

Opinions varied as to the amount of land whioh oould be cleared 

27 28 
by settlers within e limited period of time. One writer ©stinated that six 

29 
nen oould chop and burn off an aore in one dayi another claimed that one man 

oould chop an aore a week but could not burn the brush within that period. 

But as e general rule, an able-bodied man could olear an aore of land in less 

than ten days, and might olear, fence, and put under crop ton aores of land 

80 
within twelve months. The average oharge for outting timber, clearing and 

81 
fenoing lend, if the farmer engaged outside help, was £3* per aoref chopping 

was done for 80s. per acre, and logging far 20s. per aore. 

The newly acquired lend next had to be fenced. The first fences 

were composed either of felled trees or of split rails. The usual type 

52 3S 
was ths "snake fence or "slg-sag" rail fence, make of split rails, eleven 

feet long, placed one above the other, seven rails in height. Various kinds 

34 
of wood were used, but the blaek-ash and ocdar furnished the best material. 

as thsy lasted from ten to fifteen years. Rails of pine, maple, or beech 

were rarely built. *ive or six rods of fence oould be out and s lit 1:. one 
35 

amy* Ordinary fences coat la. 3d. par rod! post and rail fonoea Is. 10d., 

and ditahing. Is. 8d. 

The actual cultivation of the soil was for several years impossible, 

owing to the prevalence of stumps and the mass of interlaced roots. Stumps 

ware the bane of the farmer's vary existence. Probably one of tlie happiest 

moments of his life was experienced when these obstacles were completely removed* 
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Bote I In 1840, taere were also, within the Huron Tract, three grist mills — one in cash of East 
Williams, North Basthope, and Bosanquetj seven saw mills, — two in i-nst 1 illieme, and one 
in eaeh of ̂ est Williams, Bosanqnet, Sllice, fiorth Hasthope, end South Kaethope? and three 
distilleries, — two in Fast Williams, and one in South Basthope. 

^ 
-j 
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The apeoteele of aores of burning stumps, on a late autumn evening, must indeed 

have boon en enjoyable one. And if burning did not eradloate the stumps, 

time and weather completed the process. Stumps generally oocuuied about 

one eighth of the area of a field. The removal of the last sturip presaged 

a new freedom and a new ere, and was often the occasion for a celebration. 

The land was now freed from its "imprisonment", end the future success of 

the husbandmen was no longer dependent merely on his brawn, but increasingly 

on his reasoning faculties. 

The early farmer's Implements were of the orudest kind, and the 

soanty products of his toll were harvested in an extremely laborious manner. 

The first necessary implement was an axe, preferably one i-ianufnotured in 

Canada, as ernes mode in Greet Britain were uneuited to the tasks ir.posed 

upon then in the Canadian widerness. A first-rate axe oost, "handle and 

ell, seven shillings and sixpence ourrenoy, but then it is a treasure 

w* ~ 

afterwards". An amusing story is told concerning Jaues > illis, who settled 

on the preeent cite of Exeter, in 1832* He walked all the way to London, 

to purchase a hoe, but the oheapest hoe oost three shillings, two shillings 

more than ho had* 80 he walked home and planted Ids potatoes with tlie help 

of an axe* What little ploughing was done was accomplished with tlie aid of 
a pair of stout oxen and an axe, with whioh obstructing roots were ohopped 

sway* But for the first few years, ploughing was quite Imoraotioable, and 

was replaoed by the apade, fork, rake, and hoei moreover, a good plough coat 

between two and three pounds, — more than tlie early farmer oould afford to 

pay* Hush use was made of a harrow ox "drag", whioh consisted of the orotoh 

of a tree, drawn by oxen over the rough surface. A "brush-harrow", or top 

42 
of a small tree, was used to oover turnip and other small seeds. 

Harvesting was a difficult operation! hay was out with a scythe, 

and grain was reaped with a toothed aiokle or home-made cradle scythe. 
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A good oradler oould cut two or three aores n day. Grain was '>ound into 

sheaves with the aid of a wooden rake. At first, most of the grain wns 

threshed by hand! but later a flail was made by joining with leather strips 

ths ends of two long hickory polos. Corn wns out with a sioklo or sharp 

short-handled hoo| then it was stood up in shocke. After a week or two, tho 

ears were oollected and placed in wooden oribs, to be dried. By 1860, there 

were about fourteen grist-mills in the Iiuron Tract, nine of whioh were in 

48 
Huron County. Very often the farmer contracted « business deal, whereby the 

mill-owner kept a certain percentage ef the wheat in return for grinding it. 

Settlers often went from Tuokersmith to London, a distance of thirty-five 

miles, taking with them seeks of wheat on tho becks of oxen, arid returning 

on the same day with the flour. Some settlers went as far as Port Stanley, 

over sixty miles away, to have their wheat ground. 

Gradual improvements in implements cane about in the early 'fortiest 

the first portable threshing machine (an eight-horse power thresher, with no 

separator) had been introduced into Canada in 1836, and four years later 

appeared the first tread-mill, operated by one horse. Both these inventions 

47 
wars of American origin. An Improved harrow, of Scottish manufacture, was 

alao brought ini it was equipped with forty teeth, and covered a swatli of nine 

feet. Ploughs of improved pattern, lighter and more effective, began to be 

manufactured! crude elover-seed oloneru and root-outters were also earning 

into use. 

48 
The ordinary crops whioh the Huron farmer planted were wheat, oats, 

49 
barley, Indian eoon, potatoes, turnips* pumpkins, mangel wursels, and peas. 

Spring wheat was usually sown from the 20th April to the 15th May, about one 

50 
bushsl to ths acre. The averege yield in tho Huron Tract, over a ten-year period, 

waa tsmnty^fiwo bushels per acre. Fall or winter wheat was generally planted 

during the first two weeks of September, and the average yield wan less then 
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that of spring wheat. Oats wore sown during April, about one end one-half 

bushels to the acre! the average yield waa forty bushels. Barley was sown 

during the latter part of May, end it yielded thirty busliels. The following 

61 
extract from Major Strickland's book is of interestI 

"In Hey the settler should plant Indian corn and potatoes. 
The Indian corn should be planted with the hoe In rows, three 
foot apart, and thirty inches in the row. A pumpkin seed or 
two a ould be sown in every second or third hole in each third 
row. The earn must be hilled up five or six lichee. Potatoes 
on the new land are alao planted with the hoe, and in hills, about 
five thousand to the aore. Two hundred and fifty busliels per 
aore ere no uncommon crop, I have assisted in raising double 
what quantity. Both white turnips and swedes do well, especially 
an new land." 

In 1829, Strickland had the honour of being the first nan to put the plough 

52 
into the aoil o* the Turon Tract! he >1 anted four aores of wheat and onts. 

Rye did not flourish very well, although t' e avern e yield WOE thirty bushels 

per aore. Buokwhent waa cultivated wily to a limited extent, axid yielded 

twenty-five bushels. 

Turnips were sown by hand during June, and yields ' nearly one 

thousand bushela pmr acre. Pumpkins, planted In May, yielded tluree hundred 

ft 
bushelst they provided, for sa>e years, the commonest winter food for oattle. 

54 
The mangel wursel, a apasiss of beet-root, was also used as cattle-feed. Peas, 

sown early in spring, produced twenty-five buohels per aore. Roans did not 

thrive at all in the '(uron district. Hemp and flax were eultlvoted only to 

a very small extent, A few of the early settlers planted hops, from whioh was 

made home-brew. Daring the early years of settlement, oleared lend was too 

valuable to be used in growing hay for cattle, when it wns difficult to 

grow enough grain for food for the farmer and his family. When hap wae planted, 

it was in the form of timothy* A long ooarse grass whioh grew in natural or 

beaver mosdowo was also useful for fodder. The lack of grass wae one of the 

greatest privations of early settlement. Keadow-landa often averaged one ton 
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of hay per aore, worth from forty to fifty shillings. Moninf oanmeuoed in 

July, and reaping in August. The oost of seed, oultiv«t*.:v, and hnrvosting, 

averaged from thirty-five to forty shillings per acre. The regular returns 

of a squall farm i 1 wheat, provisions, and so forth, averaged ax>ut four pounds 

in value. For some years, however, money was so aoaroe 1~ tie Huron Trnot 

that it was often impossible to sell even wheat for cash. 

The current prion of grain in Upper Canada, in 18: L', per bushel 

of sixty pounds, werei- wheati 4s. 6d.! barleyi 3s.j oatut Is. 6d.! ryei Ss. 6d.! 

buckwheatt 3s.! Indian oorni 3s. 6d.! potatoesi 2s,% peasi 2s! olover aeedi 50s. 

The current prices of provisions in 1332 were* butchers' meati 3$d* per lb.| 

fowls and ducksi Is. per pair.i turkeys and geesei 3s. eaoh! button 9d. pox lb.! 

cheeeei 6d, per It̂ .i flouri 25s. per barrel of 196 lbs«| salti 15s* per barrel 

59 

ef 8 bushelsi tallowi 44. per lb* 

The earliest settlers in Huron seldom cultivated gardens because 

they could utilise the time more profitably by growing grain and other of 

the more staple crops* Captain Robert Dunlop, tlie brother of Dr. William 

Danlop, kept a garden at Gairbraid* mention has already been made of Major 
60 

Strickland's first ploughing* The first real agricultural settler on the 
61 

Huron Treot was Colonel Anthony Van Egmond, who, within twenty months, oleared 

one bundred eeres, fifty of whioh were sown with wheat! he also planted turnips 

and oats. Van Egmond'a wife out the first sheaf of whont ia iiuron, in 1829! 

the cutting was made the occasion of a ceremony by the ofriolals of the Canada 
62 

Company* On the whole, the first orops in the Huron Tract, as in other parts 
68 

of the V.estem dlstrlet, were remarkable* 

The Huron Tract abounded in wild berries and fruits* liaspberrles, 

strBwlmrries, blueberries, blackberries* huckleberries, bilberries, and a 

64 66 66 
species known as "mamaberriea" grew in large quantities. Later, gooseberries 

and currants were introduced by many settlers from England, but these kinds 



of fruit did not thrive very well at firsx. Wild gr< >es, whio1 were email 

and somewhat bitter, were eonslderod suitable for making preserves and wine, 

but little attempt was made to improve tlmm* Native plums wore also not very 

good in their raw state, but they too made "an exoollent preserve and good 

wine % The black cherry, prised for its fine wood, produced fruit which had 

70 
an astringent taste and larje stones* Apple and plum trees ware cultivated 

at an early date in Huron, and flourished! 

"Apple and plum orchards should be planted ss soon as 
possible, and well-fenced from tlie cattle and sheep* Tlie best 
kind of grafted fruit-trees, froa three to uovon yenrs old, can 
be obtained at a shilling a treei ungrafted at four shillings 
the doseu. The apple-tree flourishes extrsnely well I 
gathered, last year, out of my orohard, several Ribstone pippins. 

h of whish weighed more than twelve ounces, and T W O of fins 
flavour."7* 

In the early years of "fruit culture", little attention was paid to orchards 

after they were first planted. Howl son describes pigs running loose among 

78 
the fruit-trees, whioh were "neither fenced, pruned, nor manured at any time". 

The first cattle in the Huron Tract were of somewhat inferior 

quality, and did not equal the same breeds in England. Cows were not housed 

in winter, but were allowed to roam about, "with imploring looks and shrunken 

sides* browsing in ths bush with their offspring? It is recorded that in one 

township in Huron, fifteen hundred head of oattle were lost t1 rough negleot, 

during one winter! but this is very likely an exaggeration* A cow and a calf 

oould be purchased for about £5. On an average, a eow yielded ten quarts 

76 
of milk psr weak, from whish a quantity of butter and oheoso was made, ohiefly 

for home consumption. During the susurwr montha, leen oattle gained in pasture 

from 170 pounds to 220 pounds, and yielded from 780 to 620 pounds of meat, 

as well as 100 pseuds of tallowj Oxen were at first more numerous than horses! 

they were hardier then horses, could for*-e for themselves, and when disabled 

oould be oonverted into food* A yoke of oxen oould he purohaeed for from £10 



TABLEt Llvestook Production in Huron, 1840i 

Township Oxen Horned Cattle Horses Sheep Hogs 

Biddulph 

Colbome 

Goderioh 

Hay 

Hullett 

MeGillivray 

HeKillop 

Stanley 

Stephen 

Tuokersmith 

Usborne 

136 

80 

283 

50 

14 

60 

48 

74 

38 

122 

48 

522 

353 

1496 

129 

37 

259 

85 

332 

185 

577 

217 

41 

15 

127 

21 

53 

13 

146 

12 

11 

31 

9 

358 

197 

597 

108 

79 

113 

63 

117 

35 

365 

136 

677 

547 

2316 

82 

174 

239 

204 

300 

176 

618 

248 

TOTALS! 933 4,192 479 2,168 5,681 
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to £15. many of ths earliest settlers paid for part of their lands by 

working with oxen on tho Canada Company's roadoi a notable emsmple i s Alex 

MaOregor, who brought frets Zorro (Oxford County) aeveral yoke of oxen for 
79 

this purpose. 

80 
The Canadian horse was not very highly esteemed, 1 . tlie early years! 

horses were not very well adapted for use in the bush, and it oost more to 
81 

food them than to feed oattle. A horae oould be purchased for about £10! 

an ass oould bo hod for from 7a. 6d. to 10s. The broods of horses and oattle 

Whioh ware to odd ao much to farm profits, were not introduood into the distrlst 

8? 
until tho late 'forties and 'fifties. The first pair of horses in Huron County 

88 
was owned by *>*r, Blsooby, who settled on the Iiuron Road, near Clinton* 

Tho plge in Upper Canada were referred to as "a vile degenerate 
84 

reoe", — "the oeave&gera of Canada" — and could be compared to nothing but 

"a snail greyhound, with the head sf a rhineemros, and ears ••••• like huge 

88 
plantain loaves? They were vary useful for food, and wero cannon in ell the 

88 
early settlements. On Harsh 9* 1829, William Dunlop wrote from the Huron 

Treot to his sister Hell, end expressed his desire to have some pigs of ths 

breed owned by his father in Scotland* In 1833, John Kaldane, another early 

settler in Duron, purohaeed some pigs of the rasor-baeked variety, but they 

ruined his potatm srop* Because it was difficult to keep tlien out of the 

crops, pigs wore e great nulsaneej leek of fences permitted thorn to roam 

89 
freely, feeding an esorne end refuse. Pigs could be bought for a few shillings 

and aould to fed eheaply. five bushels of >sas or Indian corn would keep and 

fatten a hog fit for market! buckwheat was also used for pigfeod. Sheep were 

of poor quality at first* and were less adapted than were tlie pigs to backwoods 

92 
conditions! sheep oost from ten to twenty shillings eaeh. 

Chiokons, ducks, gseee* and other fowl were common in most communities, 

as might bo expected. The presence of hawks, eagles, end foxes made the 
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existence of fowl hesardeus, but the system of harvesting left rxteh grain 

93 
on the surface of the earth, and fowl were almost self-sup ortlng* Poultry 

waa perhaps the cheapest of all the farmer's stook, ra.gin<* in prioe from a 

few pence to a couple of shillings. 

Dairying was relatively unknown, as a oomneroial industry. What 

butter, ehooee, and egga were produood wore used for the famor's own consump­

tion* Oooaalonallg* they oould be bartered for other goods. In one week, a 

eow would yield enough milk to raanufaeture three pounds of butter and four 

pounds of cheese. The value of butter was about 8d. per pound and of oheess 

84 

about 5d. Bggo, aa late as 1367, hed little or no commercial value, and were 

rarely sold for moneyf the method of storing sggs for export was not introduced 

until tlie 'sixties* 

Reference should be made to the farmer'a "auxiliary" industries, 

wvioh consisted of maple-sugar making, bee-keeping, and tlie making of potash 

and pearlash. maple-trees were tapped in early spring, anr> the sap was 

collected in small pails, whioh were emptied into a larre vat, prior to 
98 

boiling. Tho resulting maple sugar and maple syrup were nuoh >rised. ?'aple 
so 

beer* maple wine, end maple vinegar were alao manufactured by the farmer* 

One maple-tree yielded* on an avern e, five pounds of auger, worth from 3d. 

to 4d* per pound! a grove of maple-trees might produce for the owner as much 

86 
as E40 in one season. Some settlers in the Huron Tract made as ranch as "one 

thousand pounds of sugar, and from three hundred pounds to five hundred pounds 
99 

a eomnon thing." 

Boos were not very common in tho Huron Treat, and honey was quite 

100 
rare* But the mesa production of raaple sugar provided the farmer wit!: en 

101 
abundant supply of "sweet-stuffs", and honey was not sorely missed. W W » T O T 

it was produood* honey was worth from 3$d. to 5d. per pound. 
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The —ij»|[ of potash and pearl ash whioh were need i tlie domestic 

rasnufaoture of soap, provided the former with a souroe of revenue for some 

years. Tlie aches which remained after tho burning of timber and under-brush 

wore oolleoted and placed in a vat* Twenty-five buelielo of wood-ashes would 

make ono hundred pounde of potaah, and two men oould preparo ono ton of potash 
103 

in a month* If wood-ashes were not to be had, tlie farmer oolleoted and burned 

vegetable eubstancce, preferably herbaceous plants, shrubs, enc* linroVwoods* 

Tho resulting aahee were aoaked in large vats of water, called "leaohea", whioh 

wars heated over a f ire. Through holes in the bottom of the vats, salts of 
104 

lye (alao called "lixivium" or "lisodium") were drained into otLor eontainera. 

Peerlexh was made by calcining potash in an oven* in order to free it of all 

Impurities. If a farmer did not wish to manufacture potash* lie oould soil 

his ashes for 6d* a bushel. Potaah* in 1881* was worth about 17a* Gd. per 

hundredweight, end oould sell for ea high as El. 6a, In 'mntreol. In 1848* 
106 

the value of aches was eomputed at £3 per acre. Pearlash involved more labour 
In its manufacture* and fetched a higher price. But this souroe of revenue 

was rendered olmost negligible by the high oost of transportation (the expense 
106 

ef eerriage wae often as high as Ss* per hundredweight) and by the increased 

knowledge of shemistry in Europe* So by 1846, ashes whioh wore not made into 
107 

soap for hams use were left an the ground as a fertiliser, or wer*. exchanged 
108 

for "o ffirtaewhitay,tea,cr sloth? Tho vslue of ashes aa a f e r t i l i s e was recognised 
109 

for many yearsI in 1859* ashes were oonsidored aa "valuable to t o agriculture 
110 

and oommoroe of Canada*" 

Tho early settlers were often assisted in their labours by a number 

of sons* Qooaelenally, however. It waa necessary to hire outside help* Tho 
111 

wages in Upper Canada were higher than those in Lower Canada, and the wages 

in the Huron Treat eompared favourably with tho former. In 1832, agricultural 

labourers in Upper Canada (and in the Huron Tract) reoeived from 2s. 6d to 
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4s. per day, or 80s. to 60s. per month, including board,- l'«m labourers 

in Lower Canada reoeived from 2e. to 3s. per day, or 20s. to 60s, per month, 

including board. By I860, wagea in Upper Canada had increased to from 40s. 

to 70a, per month, end from £20 to £26 per year, including board in eaoh 

instance. The wages of female labour remained unohanged from 1830 to I860! 

female servants received from 10s. to *>Ja. per month, includible board, and 

were rarely hired by the year. During the early years of settlement, labour 

was often repaid by produce, Many farmers helped to pay for their lands by 

working on the Canada Company's roads. Then too, it wns a oormon practice for 

farmers to help eaoh other, especially in harvest-time. 

Notwithstanding all ths help he oould muster, and the ardour which 

he oonetently exhibited, the farmer was beeet by many enemiesi frost, drought, 

storms, blight, rust, insects, harmful birds and beasts, — and ignorance. 

Wheat-mat proved so serious in the Huron Traot in the late 'forties, that, 

ss one grissled pioneer remarkedt "Had it not been for the introduction of 
112 

Egyptian wheat, which proved rust-resisting, I believe many would have starved." 

Sometimes, when a blight proved particularly damaging to other orops, settlers 

subsisted on turnips for weeks. Blackbirds and squirrels wero destructive to 

118 
grain orops| wolves and even bears endangered the lives of cattle. But 

ignorsnoo was porhsps the farmer's greatest enemy! he had no seiontifio knowledge 

Of farming. Fertilisation of the soil was limited to the scattering of a few 

ashes over the field! manure was seldom used at first for tills purpose. 

114 
Rotation of crops was comparatively unknown, in Upper Canada, or if known , 

was rarely praotiaed. Drainego was carried on very erudely, or in many instances, 

was left completely to nature. 8took-breed<ng was alao a rarity for sev. ral 

years. Dairying, as a commercial venture, was considered only an * very remote 



58. 

possibility. The formation of agrioultural aooiaties and the holding 

Of falra and exhibitions were to prove incentives to agricultural progreas. 

The state of agriculture in the 'thirties and 'forties "up Baron way" was 

indeed a far cry from the agrioultural situation in later years. 
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CHAPTER IV 

Agricultural Soolctlcs and Eduootion. 

Agrioultural Societies. 

The period of development of agrioultural societies (1840-1880) 

witneased remarkable strides in agricultural progress. These stridss manifested 

themselves in various formsi agrioultural soeieties, ploughing matches, 

dairymen's associations, horticultural soolctlcs, fruit-growers' associations, 

farmers' olubs and organisations, and agricultural legislation, Soeieties 

stimulated interest in more profitable methods of cultivation and stock-

breeding, end direoted attention to new labour-saving Implements. Legislation 

with respect to agrloulture was passed in Ontario as early as 1880, but had 

no real aignifioance until the formation of agrioultural societies, during 

the forties, was begun on a lar<*e scale. During the period 1850-1875, the 

history of agrioultural le islatlon olosely parallels that of agricultural 

societies, Diasstlsfaotion over the methods of certain organisations gave 

rise to independent farmers' slubs, whish in turn were superseded by a 

great movement, known as the Orange, which was to have a considerable effeot 

on legislation, and on the farmers' status in the realms of business, commerce, 

and society. 

The history of agrioultural societies extends as fnr back as the 

seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when English gentlemen farmers gathered 

chiefly for the comparison of stock. Tho first agrioultural society in 

British North America was formed in 1766 at Windsor, Nova Sootiai in 1789, 

2 
Lord Dorohester formed one at Quebec City. In 1792, Lieutenant-Governor 
Simooe organised an agrioultural society at Newark, Niagara, whioh met 

5 
occasionally to dissuss topics pertaining to agrloulture. Simooe beoame 

65. 
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the patron of this society, to whioh he subscribed ten guineas as an annual 

premium for the benefit of agrloulture, and to whioh ho donated, l.u April, 

1798* a set of books, entitled "Tonga's Annals of Agrloulture". Six years 

later, the society held a fair at Quoenaton) t lis event must have had an 

affect on the people of York, as a Cardeners' Club was formed there in 1800. 

For sons years, however, conditions (owing principally to the difficulties 

of settlement and war with the United States) were not very favour«ble for 

tho establishment of such organisations. Between 1820 end 1880, perhaps 

six or seven had been formed. A fair was held at Colbome, October 19, 1828, 

6 
and CIS in prises was swarded. 

By 1830, the government was beginning to recognise tlie possibilities 

of agrioultural organisations and fairs* and an act wa^ passe" which authorised 

the governor to grant £100 to any district agrioultural society whioh raised 

the sum of £80 b. subscription of its members, for the purpose of importing 

7 
valuable llve-stook, grain, and uaeful implements. As a result of thia gesture, 

agricultural soeieties increased in number, and farming conditions gradually 

8 
improved. In 1832, a state agricultural association was created in New York 

9 
state, and was attended by a number of Upper Canadian farmers. The year 1838 

witneased the establishment of the Royal Agrioultural .Society of England, 

which held its first annual exhibition at Oxford, in 1839; In July, 1843, 

the suggestion was advanced in Ontario to font a provincial organisation! 

accordingly, in December of that ycr, a meeting of delegates of various 

district societies was held st York, "for tho purpose of forming township 

societies in connection with the District Agricultural Soolctlcs now 

established", and for proposing "ths formation of a Provincial Agrioultural 

Association"* Similar meetings were held at York (now Toronto) on Imy 13 

and July 16-16, during 1840| on the latter date, rules were drawn up, and 



"The Provincial Agricultural Association and Board of Agrloulture for 

Canada West" were created. An annual provincial exhibition was to constitute 

part of the programme of this body, and the first was to bo held at Toronto, 

18 

in October, 1846. The Canada Company agreed to become a patron of the assoc­

iation, and to grant an annual award of £50, one-half of which was to help 

defray the expenses of the group, and the other half was to be awarded as a 

prise for the best twenty-five bushels of fall wheat grown in Canada ftest. 

It should be noted that the Provinoial Agrioultural Association 

was a self-created body, "stimulated to aotion by the ardour and the activity 

of private individuals"! the government of Upper Canada did not organise a 

Department of Agrloulture of its own motion. From this association were to 

follow all future organisations of a provinoial nature, and, forty-two years 

later (i.e. 1888), the Ontario Department of Agrloulture. The provinoial 
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association was incorporated by an aot of parliament an July 28, 1847* 

Meanwhile, the government had been adopting an ewer-increaslng interest in 

the district societies! in 1843, annual grants had been increased to £200, 

and in 1845, to E280. In 1850, Boards of Agriculture, long in demand, were 
17 

established in both Upper and Lower Canada! the Upper Canadian board* oonpossd 

of ten members, was to aot as the executive of the provinoial association* 

In 1851 (August 30), a bill provided for the better organisation 

ef agrioultural soolctlcs in Upper Canadat a oounty society wns to be 

recognised when it contained fifty members eaoh of whom subscribed five 

shillings annually* By February, 1852, rumours were eurrent regarding the 

creation of a Bureau of Agriculture* In December, 1862, an important etsp 

was taken in the passage of an act "to provide for the establishment of a 

Bureau ef Agriculture, end to amend and oonsolidate the laws relating to 
80 

agriculture • The funotlons of this bureau were to disseminate or publish 

"useful facts and statistics relating to the agricultural interests of the 



province , and to enoourage the organisation of societies and the holding 

of fall falra* In 1867, still another aot was passed, "to make better 

provision for the enoeuragsment of agrloulture". By 1367, there were 

sixty-three district soolctlcs and two hundred and sixty township societies, 

21 
ssch receiving a grant not in oxooss of eight hundred dollars* 

The year 1880 witnessed the appointment of the Ontario Agricultural 

Commission* "to inquire into the agricultural resourocs of the province of 

Ontario* the progress and oondltion of agriculture therewith". The suggestion 

for a survey of the state of agrloulture in Ontario, cone in the report of 

Honourable S.C. TSood, In 1879-30, in which he cited instances in Fngland and 

in the United States, where valuable results had ensued from such an enquiry. 

Accordingly, oommissioncrs were sppointed to oonduct an enquiry by qucfltionnairas 

and formal sittings! tho results were embodied in an admirably written Report, 

which appeared in five volumes* in 1881* Partly because of the influence 

ef tills Report, and partly because of the reeommendation of It". Archibald 

Blue, the government established, in 1882, the Ontario Bureau of Industries, 

"for the collection and publication of statistics in connection with agrloulture 
28 

and allied industries* A oilman in agricultural history was reached in 1888, 

with the formation of tho Department of Agriculture* and the appointment 

of Charles Drury as the first Minister of Agriculture* 

County Societies* 

Among the hand-maldena of progress are competition and co-operation, 

the apirits of w.iioh were early engendered in the pioneers of the Huron Trnct. 

As ssrly as 1831, John Kaldane end his son "carried off the prise for wheat"; 

and it is to be presumed that looal competition such as this proved a major 

factor in the rapid development of Huron* The first agrioultural society 

in the Tract was organised at Stratford (Perth County), on December IS, 1841* 



68. 

The Huron District Agricultural Society was founded at Oodcrioh on February 14* 

1842, "pursuant to a notloc signed by Dr. William Dunlop and William B. Rich, 

Eeeuiree, Justioeo of the Peace, ..... to take into consideration the propriety 

Of forming an agrioultural society". A board of fifteen directors was appointed, 

with Dunlop at the head, but as he was at that time the 'V. . for Huron, 

presidential duties were fulfilled by Mr. John McDonald, who was later to become 

26 

the sheriff of tho oounty* The remaining officials comprised two vice-presidents, 

a secretary, and a treasurer* The third minute of the initial nesting wasi 

"Moved by J.C.Y.. Daly, seconded by Mr. A* Brown, that as the Canada Company 

have a great interest in the agrioultural welfare of this district* Thomas 

Hsrcer Jones, Esq., aa tlielr representative, be solicited to become patron 

of this society*" The Company responded with liberal donations, and established 

sn annual prise of £15 for the best twenty bushels of fall wheat. Moreover, 

the Company continued for some time to provide the society with swaploe of new 

end superior seeds, with w:J.oh the uerabers might experiment* 

The number of subscribers in 1842 was quits largo, but it was 

difficult to collect subscriptions. This difficulty woe not confined to the 

Huron district alone, but w s common throughout the province| notices were 

constantly published, urging agrioultural soolctlcs to pay for subscriptions 

for whioh thoy were in arre' rs. The Huron District Soolcty purohaeed from 

Adam Fergusson, a prominent stock-breeder at Woodhill, two thoroughbred bulls, 

"for the use of the settlement". A premium of £18 was awarded for the ereotlon 

of a weighing machine in the market square, and £10 was offered as a prise 
28 

for the best-bred horse. 

The first agricultural show was held nt Goderioh, October 18, 1842, 

and was attended by farmers who lived within a radius of forty .'-dies* Tlie value 

of the premiums totalled only £26* 17s. 6d., but the show was a success. The 

agrioultural produce was excellent, esyeeially root orops and wheat. Mr. Elliott 

won the fall wheat prise with erain whioh weighed sixty-four pounds per bushel! 



70. 

spring wheat whioh weighed sixty-two pounds per bushel was also exhibited. 

The llvestook shown was ef an inferior quality, although V-. T/illiem Gooding 

won a prise for some fine Berkshire pigs* Boots were awarded as prises by 

Mr. "II Hard, who predicted that out of this first fair mlyht "grow a regular 

affair which will help to brinr the people together". It wan suggested that 

one pair of boots be awarded "for the best saddle-horse, a ̂  that was enay, 

as there was only one there* 

By February 14, 1643, one year after the inception of the society, 

the trecnury eontaincd £162. 5s. *. larger progrwnme w«s embarked upon, pnd 

in July, the society advertised its second fair, to be held at Ooderich, on 
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October 17, 1843* Only subscribers to the society were eligible to compete 

for prises, and rigid rules were adopted ooneernl"- exhibit*• All livestock 

was to have been the bonafide property of the exhibitor at least three months 

before the shew, end all other articles must have been produood on the exhibitor's 

own faro. More than £60 — twice the amount of the previous year — was 

distributed as prises, the greater portion being swarded for livestock, 

vis.i cattlei £20. 10s*| horses•£9. 10s.! swinet£4.15s.| sheepi £4. 6s.j 

grain and seedsi £13*! butter and eheeset £2. 16s. The second fair had an 

even greater success than its predecessor. Steers and heifers were the most 

popular stock exhibited, and crops were well represented. The governor-

general granted a charter to Goderioh, in 1843, to hold two fairs aramallyi 

one on the third Tuesday in June, the other on the third Tuesday in October. 

In 1843, also, war. formed the first agricultural society in Lanbton County 

— the St* Clair Agricultural Society — whioh was superseded by the Lambton 
81 

Society ten years later. 

During the succeeding years, the Huron District Agrioultural Soeioty 

held fall exhibitions at Ooderich! the show of fall wheat was held during the 

first week of September, to allow farmers an opportunity to change their seed 
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in time for sowing. Butter and other artiolos of domestic manufacture were 

exhibited on a large scale. But it was to the encouragement of stock-breeding 

that the society direoted nest of its attention end funds, often to the neglect 

of ether phases of practical faming. The cattle exhibited at the fall fairs 

were excellent in quality, but they were generally of inferior grades, despite 

the introduction of thoroughbred animals* The finest herd of oattle was owned 

by Messrs. Young, of Colbome* The show of horses, which took place in the 

spring, oomprissd the best stock exhibited! sheep were generally well-bred, 

but hogs wars decidedly inferior, end were rarely brought forward. 

In 1853, the Huron District Society was broken up into three 

independent soeieties, eaeh receiving government grantei Perth (8260), 

Huron (£150), and Bruce (£7o)7 At about this time* interest in the scoiety 

began to lag in Huron. The society was accused of having as ita chief object 

the receipt of the government grant, to divide "sum total, amongst themselves, 

•- in the name of premiums for animals." This charge, added to tlie fact that 

the improvement of the pr aot leal side of farming was negleoted, hat', a detri­

mental effect on the progress of the society, whioh. by 1857, lacked both numbers 

and funds. Ths accusations directed against tlie society were oomon in other 

parts of the province. As early as 1845, it had been stated that the grants 

awarded to societies oould bo applied best "by distrlbutlny a portion in every 

38 
parish for well-managed farms, good draining, and good produoo* Another 

reason for the sleekening of interest in Huron was tlie dlsooutinuation of 

S4 

ploughing matches whish had formed an annual event for some years* V.'hen they 

ceased* there also disappeared en inducement to adopt superior xoothoda of 

cultivation and to plan well-ordered fields and fanas* 

Ths district society regained its former vigour chiefly because 

of the growth and enthusiasm of township or bronoh aooieties* Tho first 

societies of this nature in Huron were established in 1846 at Harpurhey 



and wxeteri by 1867, six mors branches had been formed at Clinton, Bayfield* 

Brucefield, and in Hay, Usborne, and "oGillivray townships. These soolctlcs 

submitted annual reports to the secretary of the oounty society, who in turn 

86 
forwarded them to the Board of Agriculture* Each of thu township oooieties 

usually held an annual show or fair, modelled on tlie provinoial exhibitions! 

86 
several sooieties held annual dinners* Enthusiasm in Western Ontario reached 

such a pitch that the idea of holding a local fair was mooted, in 1868* by 

prominent London eitisens and farmers and stock-breeders of the western counties* 

Accordingly, the first "Western Fair" was held at London, in September, 1868, 

and became, thereafter* an annual Institution* From 1876 to 1878* s wave of 

sonstructlon of elaborate exhibition buildings swept over Huron County! new 

buildings were built by the following sooietiesi Tuokersmith, Haj, Stephen and 

Usborne, Turnberry, East wewenosh* Luoknow, and South Huron? 

In 1867, Huron County was divided into North and Houth Ridings* 

each of whioh contained a district scolsty whioh received a government grant 

of 8700* North Huron ineluded eight branches i Ashfield and (West) Wrwanosh, 

Colbome, Bast Vssranosh, Orcy, Howiok, Hullett, Lktrris, and Turnberry* South 

Huron contained fivci Hay, Stanley, Stephen and Usborne* Tuckersmith, and the 

Ooderich Horticultural society* During the succeeding years, aore enthusiasm 

was rasnifssted in South Huron* where private subscriptions (in 1874, for example) 

totalled nearly 8600* as compared to $87. in North Huron. In 1875, Huron County 

was divldsd into £ast. West, and South Ridings, whioh* in 1881, were eompoeed 

as follows! East Huroni Orcy, Howiok, Hullett* Morris, Tumberry, Wroxeter, 

Hsrtlsultural Soolety (founded in 1880)! West Huroni Ashfield and Wawanosh, 

Bast Wswanosh, Colbome, Goderioh Horticultural Society j South Huron i Ray* 

Stanley, Stephen and Usborne, and Tuoksrsmlth* 
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Provlnolol Agricultural inhibitions. 

From 1846 to 1881, thirty-six provinoial agricultural exhibitions 

were hold at various oitics, namelyi Toronto (eight times)! Hamilton (eight 

times)! Cobourg (twice)j Kingston (six times)i Ottawa (twioo)i London (seven 

times)! and Brentford, Brookville, ami Niagara, once eaoh* The exhibitions 

41 
bold at Loadom were in the yeers 1884, 1861, 1865, i860, 1873, 1877, and 1881* 

The prise lists of the first eight exhibitions* from 1846 to 1853, inclusive, 

included no awards to Huron C J nty, nor is there any evidence to indicate that 

any Huron clock or produce were exhibited. From 1864 onward, however, Huron 

County'a representatives became increasingly successful, find it nay be readily 

perceived* after a study of the table of prises? that they oarried off a largo 
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aharc of awards, namely two h ndred and sixty-throe* 

In the departments of livestock and implements, Huron was particularly 

consistent. By 1869, the oounty was gaining a reputation for itc well-bred 

horsesj cattle, hogs, and sheep flso reoeived a fair proportion of awards* 

Dairying was just gaining importance in Huron, around 1860, hence the small 

number of prices In thnt division. Tho ingenuity of Huron fanners and manu­

facturers i s reflected in the tools «nd Implements which they exhibited. 

Twelve prlss-wlnning implements were shown by manufacturing concerns*, and 

thirty-seven by individuals* Ploughs of various stylos were shown more then 

any other implements, and one wooden specimen, devised by Jolm Cray, EgsMudV 

vi l la , waa sent, together with other representative articles of Canada te 

the Paris (Prance) Exhibition of 1867, by the provincial agrioultural aoelety* 

Peter Grant, Clinton, exhibited a horse pitchfork and tackle whioh won awards 

from 1869 to 1676. -«*ROng the prise-winning implements manufactured by 

Burcnites were a meat ehopper, a drag saw* and on adjustable jack* exhibits 

of fruit did not attain much suoccss until 1866| grepec and plums were 

extremely successful. The show of grain and vegetables was, on the whole, 

mediocre. 



TOTALS 263 107 12 38 49 49 



The peek in Huron County's prize-winning was attained in 1873, 

when sixty-five awards were reoeived. After this date, the tide turned. 

The reasons for this change are three in number1 (1) the long distance to 

suoh oities as Ottawa and Kingston, and the expense and tine involved in 

sending exhibits therei (2) it was mora profitable, from the farmer's point 

of view, to exhibit his products at local fairs or at the London "V7ostern Fair"! 

and (3) the growth of farmers * olubs in the late 'seventies lessened intersst 

in the local agricultural societies. Nevertheless, the provincial agricultural 

exhibitions exerted a tremendous influence, by ore-ting a sense of rivalry 

among various localities, and by helping to destroy rural isolationism. 

Oattle Fairs. 

Monthly fairs for the sale of livestock and other farm produce had 

long been established institutions in England. Local butchers visited these 

fairs and competition was thus increased; this method also facilitated the 

oollection of stook by buyers. The praotloe spread to Canada, by the late 

'sixties. At a fair held at Seaforth in 1370, thirty milch cows were sold 

at from $30 to $46.50 eaoh, involving transactions amounting to C1700. In 

December, 1875, the Hullett branch society sponsored a fat oattle show at 

Clinton. Thirty-three head of oattle were exhibited, and several exchanges 

were ef footed! tlie show of sheep, hogs, and poultry was small. Monthly oattle 

fairs beoame a common praetioc at several of the larger towns* 

Ploughing Hatches* 

Ploughing matches, mowing matches, and sheep-shearing contests had 

played an important part in the agrioultural life of Western Ontario, ever 

since 1843, when they were first begun. They had received considerable encour­

agement and donations, nnd had been productive of a strong looal competitive 

spirit. After 1852, these matches fell in abeynnoe, but wsre revived ten years 

later* Boys as wftll " mtm competed in these oontests for valuable prises, 



which usually consisted of reapers, fanning mills, and ploughs. At a natch 

held near Clinton, in 1875, over four hundred dollars was distributed in 

prises. These matches oulminated in substantial dinners whioh were provided 

by farmers whose land bad been thelbcene of aperatlone". Durlnr the 'seventies, 

48 
turnip- and carrot-growing matches beeane popular emonr Huron formers* 

Dairymen's Association* 

49 

In July, 1867, the Canadian Dairymen's Association, modelled on 

the Jtaerioan Association formed in 1863, was organised at Ingersoll* The 

occasion of the formation of this body wits a picnic, held on the i'aro of 

Jonathan Jones, to celebrate the return of militia whioh had boon summoned 

to suppress the recent Fenian insurrections* c.E. Chedwick was elected 

precidsnt, and Rloherd Manning, of Kxeter, was named as a vice-president! 

five years later, William Fowler, of Clinton, became Huron County's represent-
51 

stive. In torch, 1872, the Ontario Dairymen's Association was or, anised at 
58 

Bellevfll'.. undrr the presidency of Ketehum Orahem* For a few montha* intense 

rivalry existed between the two bodies, — a rivalry whioh was terminated 

in 1878, by union, to form the Dairymen's Association of Ontario* Cheeae 

boards were established at Ingersoll, and later, at Stratford, Belleville, 

and London* At annual meetings, various topics were diseusse 1 such an the 

colouring of cheese, the cooling of milk, end the erection of different types 

of factories. In June, 1878, a group of Howiok farmers erected the "People's 

Cheese and Butter Factory", with a capital stock of 82,500, on the sixth 

concession of the townshiff By 1881, Huron Oounty contained only one active 

ereemeryf *** plans fcr a "Cooperative Union Creamery Comneny" were feeing 

mooted in Goderioh township* 
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Br.toaolo;;ioal Soelety* 

In April, 1863, an Entomolcgioal Society was formed at Toronto, 

under the guidance of William Saunders, Charles Bethunc, :.*B* Keed, and 

Professor Croft. The purpose of this organisation was to Increase the 

knowledge of Canadian inseotivora, by preparing a "central reference" 

collection of insects, by maintaining a depository for the exchange of 

duplicate specimens, end by disseminating information concerning measures 

to cheek insects successfully* Three branches of the soelety were organised 

at London (1864)* Quebec City (1604), and Kingston (1870), but development 

was slowi by 1873* tho society oaapriscd only 800 members, including 136 in 

Ontario* and a number in the United Stetea and Inland* Agrioultural journals 

constantly published information concerning insects and woods, and in some 

instances oonduotcd a eelumn devoted exclusively to these topics* In 1869-70* 

the sesiety was awarded en annual government grant of #400 whioh was shortly 

increased to $800* A close Inter-relationship gradually developed between 

88 
thia organisation and the Ontario trult Growers* Association* In 1872* the 

Entomological Society established its headquarters at London* and a rapid 

growth ensued* which w--»a accelerated by tlie society's suooess in oonbatting 

88 
the potato beetle, the plum eureulie* and the cabbage butterfly* Government 

legislation was enlleted in the drive against weeds, but did not prove to 

be eminently successful. 

Iftait Prowers' Association* 

Ths Ontario Fruit Growers' Association was organised on January 19, 

1889, at Hamilton* for the purpose of advancing the interests of fruit eulture 

and of assembling, at regular intervals, those persons who were engaged in 

this important branch ef egrleulture, that they might interchange views and 

profit by each other's experience. In 1668, the society's first report appeared* 
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sontaining statistics on fruit culture in the western counties, and lists of 

60 
fruits whioh were grown successfully in those counties. *ive years later, 

the aesoolation was inecrporatod under the aot for promoting agrloulture* 

end was entitled to receive an annual grant of $350., which was increased In 

61 
1871 to $600* The activity, usefulness, an< membership o the aesoolation 

steadily inerensed, as la indicated in the annual reports whioh were made 

to the Commissioner of Agriculture* 

Horticultural end Other Sooieties* 

The first horticultural society in Ontario wns formed at Toronto, 

In January, 18441 a similar society her,an to function at Ouelph twelve yeera 

later. The Ooderleh Horticultural Society was organised in January, 1869, 

62 
under the presidency ef Mr. A.M. Ross, who was succeeded by "jr. Alex HoGill 

Allsn, in 1878. This body had a profound influence on the state of agrloulture 

in Huron, particularly in fruit culture. Discussions were held at monthly 

meetinys, on suoh copios as forestry, hedges, injurious insects, end the 

possibilities of oultivating sorgum in Huron* A library of books end publie­

ations dealing with horticulture was established, for the purpose of dissemin­

ating information among members. Annual exhibitions were held, often in 

conjunction with other fairs* By 1874, prises were being awarded for fruit, 

flowers and plants, vegetables, and ladles* work, thus indicating the breadth 

of scope of the organisation* Specimens of flower bulbs, fruits, and veget­

ables were distributed among members. In 1872, the society rained local 

recognition when the Ooderich Council presented « donation of twenty-five 

dollars. By 1876, fruit (especially plums and grapes) in the Iiuron district 

was noticeably inprovlng, chiefly beoauae of the work of the society. The 

significance of the society in fostering better sooial relations, and in 

emphasising the impcrtanoa of women in the home, oan scarcely be over-estimates 

In 1880, the ftroxeter Horticultural Society was established, and 
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in the following year, there was considerable dlsoussion concerning the 

formation of a similar group at Clinten? In the "tor, 1879, issue of the 

"Canadian Horticulturist", eppoared an article by George rill, of Warwick, 

dealing with r projected botanical societyj among those who doelarcd their 

interest in such an organisation was ft. A. Deedmon, of Brussels (Huron). 

A poultry organisation had been formed as early as 1866 at Toronto, but no 
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such group had made Its appearance in Huron, at least not before 1661* 

In April, 1678, e society w«s formed et Seaforth, for the proper protection 

of fish, game, insectivorous birds, and fur-bearing animals* All thess 

sceietlee, varied as they may appear to be, hed their beginnings in a 

genuine desire to areata an agrioultural "Utopia". 

Agrioultural 'ducatlon. 

Agricultural eduoatlon was a necessary prerequisite to the evolution 

of an aggressive farmer consciousness* The Huron farmer's education was not 

confined to information gained from contact with agrioultural sooieties and 

movementl. Nor was It confined to the "school of experience." From 1830 

onward, agricultural publientiona, principally American in origin, were within 

his retch. ?>ithin a few years, specialised texts on the various phases of 

agrloulture, whioh owed a considerable debt to both America and British example, 

be an to make their appearance. Huronitee themselves produood ooraraendeble 

efforts in agricultural literature. Some progreas was made in the field of 

elementary agricultural education as early as 1845, when the first Canadian 

agricultural reader appeared* The question of supervised agrioultural eduoatlon 

did not reach a tangible solution, however, until 1874, when n agricultural 

college was founded at Guelph, although minor advances had been mode in 1661 

and 1661* 
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Agricultural Journals* 

The first agricultural Journal in Upner Canada wa*T t'-r short-lived 

"Canadian Farmer an<' Mcehanio", which berely survived the surner of 1841, 

st Kingston* %"• J. Kdaundsen, who had been associated with t: is publication, 

became the editor of "The British fenerioan Cultivator", publis!ied by Eastwood 

and Company, at Toronto, in 1642. Six years later, the latter Journal was 

combined with "The Canadian Farmer and Family Journal", whioh W been 

published for one year (1647) by billlam MeDougall and Charles Linds< y. 

The title then became "The Agriculturist and Canadian Journal", and the 
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proprietors wsre Vesars. Edmundson and MoDougall. In 1849, the farrier 

ceased his connection with the paper, which was continued by >5cI>ougall and 

70 
Ocorgc Buokland for eight yeara, under the title of "The Canadian i'grioulturiet", 

The Board of Agriculture adopted thia Journal as its of field organ* and 

published therein its transactions. In 1867, following IfoDougell's retirement, 

the 3oard become the proprietors and publishers of the paper| the editors 

were Oeorge Buekland, and Hugh C. Thomson, secretary oi- the Board* i-ix 

yeara later* George Brown purchased from the Board "the co> right raid good­

will" of "The Canadian Agriculturist", and proceeded, in 1864, to publish 

"a semi-monthly Journal in the exolusive interests of agrloulture", entitled 
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"The Canada Farmer", under the editorship of Reverend Vs.F. Clarke* This 

arrangement enabled the secretary of the Board to devote more time to tlie 

preparation ef an annual offioial Report of Transactions. In 1877* "The 

Canada Farmer" was incorporated into "The Weekly Olobe and Canada Farmer", 

which was publiebod weekly for several years* Meanwhile, "The Former's 

Advocate" hod been founded «t London, in 1866, by William Weld, who proved 

72 
to be one of the farmers' most ardent champions* In 1866, tlie flret issue 

ef "Ths Canadian Entomologist", a monthly Journal, was published, and ten 



years later appeared "The Canadian Horticulturist", another nonthly paper, 

devoted to fruit end flower culture. 

It is no exaggeration to state that these journalo were as manna 

to tho farmers of Upper Canada, providing as they did* a modlun wliereby 

information relative to all branohes and phases of sgrloulturo wno disseminated. 

The value Of agrioultural education and the application of scientific methods 

wore particularly emphasised. Uueb of tha bulk of tlie journals consisted 

of excerpts borrowed from British end American publieations, auoh as "The 

law England Parmer", "The Genesee Farmer"* "The Albany Cultivator"* "The 

country Gentleman", and Users'o "Aural Hew Yorker"* This foot helps to 

explain why Canadian farming methode were so nearly adapted along the lines 

already traced in Orcat Britain and the United statea. Theae Canadian Journals 

helped to correlate the agricultural societies* and afforded them eneouregement. 

The editorial boards of theae publieations allowed aoolctlca an ample 

reduction in the suLssrlptlon prioei in 1846, six oopies of the "British 

American Cultivator" were circulated among members of tlie Huron District 

Agricultural Society* Many of the soeieties were constantly behind in 

their payments, in ths early yeara, — a fact whioh might indicate cither 

lack of money or ef interest* 

The Journals served es s valuable medium of expression and advice* 

78 
The letters whish composed the "Correspondence" columns help to indloatc the 

growth of agrioultural opinion of Ontario, no leas than of Iiuron County 

itself* Huron farmers were not backward either in seeking information or 

in yielding important feeta with whioh exporienoe hod provided them! their 

letters, extending over a period of forty yeara, will attest to this fact* 

In August, 1877, "A Huron Farmer", a constant reader of "The Weekly Globe 

and Canada Farmer"* pointed out how much the development of agrloulture 

owed to the articles and letters which were published. Some correspondents, 



however, erltioised tlie "write-ups" of advioo to formers, whom tliey urged 

76 
to educate themselves In a more practical way* 

At ita Inception, the Canadian Orange depended upon editorials 

and news items in the "Weekly Globe", and lu those dally papers wiiich 

contained a department devoted to agrioultural matters, in 1876, W.L. 

Brown, London, Issued a monthly paper named "The Canadian Granger", whioh 

same to an end two yeers later, owin^ to lack of funds. In 1879, N.B. Coloock, 

Welland, began to publish "The Canadian Farmer and Orange Kecord"j in 1886, 

this monthly was issued in Toronto, under tlie titlet "Tlie Rural Canadian 

and Grange Record". In 1881, two additional monthly papers appeared 

"The Granger Bulletin" (Toronto), and "The Canadian Cooperator and Patron" 

(Oman Sound). 

Books. 

Perhaps the most significant of all books and treatises on 

agriculture waa the "Report of the Agrioultural Commission of 1081" ~ 

a volume of six hundred pages, wit!: four volumes of appendices. Throughout 

its investigation, the leading motive ef the commission had been "to make 

the evidence obtained as useful as possible", and thus "to produce a volume 

79 

ef praetieal Information for the farmers of Ontario* Topics inoludcd fruit­

growing, stock-breeding, dairying, farm improvements, and agricultural 

education! the meet notable omission was the subject of sooieties and 

exhibitions* For years ths "Report" formed the Ontario farmers' library* 

and even to this day it is a valuable work of reference* 

In 1870-71, on Bntomelogieal Report was prepared by Reverend 

C.J.3. Bethune, William Saundera, and ttdaund Rcodi thia work provided a 

sclentiflo Illustrated study of injurious insects whioh affeoted apples. 
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plums, and gropes* In the winter of 1871 appeared "Tlie Conndion Fruit, 

Flower, end Kitchen Gardener", by D.YJ. Beadle, — a work of inestimable 

value tc the horticulturist* "The Canadian Bee-Keepers' Oulde", by 

J* I!. Thomas,'was published at the same tliaei oonolse, practical, and 

81 

reliable, it cold at twenty-eight oents per oopy. Three keors later, "The 

Canadian Farmer a' Manual of Agriculture", bj Charles i'.. v< it combe, was 

published at Toronto* It dealt with the principle of mixed farming as 
82 

adapted tc Canadian soils and Sllmate. 

Five years after the appearance of "The American Herd Book" in 

1846, a number of prominent Canadians, among them Mom Fergusson, urged the 

publication of a similar work on Canadian Shorthorn (Durham) herds* It was 

not until 1883, however, that the secretary of the Board of Agriculture 
88 ' 

gave notice that a "Canadian Shorthorn Herd Book", listing pedigrees, would 

be compiled* The undertaking was not completed until 1880-81, «t which 

84 
time the four volumes ef the set oould be purohesed for eighteen dollars* 

Following the beck's puolisation, an Increasing Interest in Shorthorn 

•attic was evidenced* . 

8evcral Huron It es wrote comprehensive prize-wijaing essays* on 

rying toplos. At the Kingston agricultural sxhlbition of 1866, Thomas 

mtQueen, Coderleh, received a prise of £16 for having submitte. tlie best 

88 
report on Huron County, In April, 1870, Hugh Love, the secretary of the 

South Huron Agrioultural Association* wrote a priss-winning essay on turnip-
80 

culture* In 1875, A* Uood, Brussels, completed a treatise on "fruit Exhibitions, 

and How to Secure from Them the Best Results", whioh gained an award from 

the provincial Agricultural Association. In Sovambcr of tlie following year, 

8.B. Smale, Vrexeter, wrote a paper on drainage, whioh was published by the 

87 
sane association* H. xcQuade, Egmondvlllo, was awarded second prise by 
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the Agricultural and Arts Association, for his "Essay on Manures". It may 

be perceived from this list that f̂uronites interested themselves deeply in 

tlie various phases ef husbandry. 

Another medium for the dissemination of agricultural knowledge, 

other than Journals, newspapers, <md books, was lectures delivered by 

qualified speakere. 'erhaps the moat prominent of theae wns Professor 

George Buokland* wh. toured throughout the province over a period of years, 

lectured in tits various counties, «md commented upon the state of agriculture 

in those Bounties* In 18:6, he spent a week In Puron! his own words describe 
80 

best what the farmer o; Luron was Interested in at that timei 
"I delivered lectures et Harpurhcy, Clinton, end Goderich, 

•••*• which were well attended. Afterwards, we discussedt the 
composition and management of the «roil, manuros, oultlvation* 
rotation of crops, how to prevent the exhaustion of the soil, 
and the best means of restoring it*" 

Other topics ineluded the breeding and management of liveetock, improvements 

in ths work of a rioultural soeieties, end so forth. In February, 1868, 

Professor Buokland again visited Huron County, and wan greatly impressed by 

the swift strides taken in agrioultural prop-rose. 

Institutions* 

Ths need for agricultural education in Canada was stressed in 

agricultural journals during the years 1843 to 1850* and farmers expressed 

the hope that education might qualify their sons "to bo the legislators 

90 
for a purely agrioultural soemonlty." Refereneee were constantly made to 

the successful teeehlng ef agricultural subjects at such universities as 

91 
Edinburgh, Harvard, Yale* and Georgia. In 1847, Ocorgc Buokland suggested 

that a Canadian Agrioultural College be founded! a meeting was held three 

years later te discuss this proposal, and the practicability of establishing 



an agricultural professorship at the University of Toronto* In January, 

1861, Buokland was appointed to this post, and an experimental farm on a 
92 

small scale was erected on the university grounds. This project was 

doomed to failure, principally because of lethargy on tho part of the 

Board of Agriculture. In 1861, a school of veterinary science was opened 
95 

in Toronto, under the direction of Professor Andrew Smith, of Edinburgh. 
94 

Despite the offer of free instrustion, attendance was meagre for several years. 

In 1869, Smith, at his own expense, built a school on Temperance Street* 

Toronto! by 1871, fifty students were in attendanoe, end the Ontario 

Veterinary College was now firmly established. 

The agitation for an agrioultural college oontlnued, with the 

result that the Ontario government commissioned the Reverend W.F. Clarke, 

farmer editor of "The Canada Parmer", to travel to the United States in order 

97 

to study agricultural education. Clarke was particularly impressed by the 

state agricultural colleges of Massachusetts and laehigen, and urged the 

founding of a Canadian school, on similar lines. The investigator's report 

was favourably received, and 846,000 was ill-advisedly spent on a poorly 
98 

situated farm at Mimloo, seven miles west of Toronto. In 1874, F.W, stone's 

"lfcretan Lod^e", near Ouelph, was deemed a more suitable site, end the 

99 
first oless in instruction in agricultural aolenoe and praotioe was held there, 

in that year, under the prinolpalship of William Johnston. Thus was 

established ths Ontario Sohool of Agriculture, later known as the Ontario 

Agricultural College. 

A two years' course was offered to male students, who were at 

least fifteen years of agei some students were as old as thirty years. The 

greatest number or students accommodated, until 1880, was ninety-two, but an 

attempt was made, in 1880-81, to accommodate one hundred and thirty-five. 
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The tuition fee, for residents of Ontario, was $26. per year, and for non­

residents (60*! board and washing were furnished at oost (#2*25 per week). 

Each student reoeived from five to ten oents ^or hour for M s work, and thus 

was enabled to help meet his expenses. The total oost for a farmer's son 

who understood the routine of ordinary form-work, waa estimated to bo between 

100 
#86* and |60* per year. The sons of several Huron farmers were sent to Ouelph 

to ley a foundation for future suooess in agriculture. The combination of 

eduoatlon end experience which the Huron farmer was able to acquire through 

his contacts with agricultural sooieties, publieations, and institutions, 

was to prove of utmost importance in his struggle sgsinst the eoonomio foroes 

whish were assuming auoh great proportions* 
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Ghaptwr Ivi Agricultural Sooieties and Education. 
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CJ'A.T'R V 

Agricultural Movements and i".r "Tlatl ;.'ial I'olloflr"» 

At the turn o" the nlr.oto. nth oontury, tho « anodic» far. o:- was 

ber.inninp; to exporienoe a ^renter consciousness and to ovi 100 lnorersinc 

interest in matters not purely arrioultural. Dissatisfaction with tlie methods 

of af,rloultural soc iet ies contributed to t:.^ growth of lnde-eiido.it fan.or » 

olubs, a movement w'llch VR: si^.oir'c' etl b a.i even rt'.'* or organisation — 

th« Crar, r*. The farmer was cmv;ht i^ a naelatron of eooiomio foroes wliioh 

t'lrotoned to enyulf him! the orn J rril-way-'. lildln. , a n-oxlati'. i, lumberinr, 

oommerce, and other eoonomio enterprises was In i t s alolosoont stapes. 

lUdlwap-buildlng caused - shortage of fam-labour; speculation, to tho farmer, 

was a s laris act by business, and was t;.o; eforo to be abhorred; tlie lunbering 

industry had not as yet reached such a hi ,h atr*. o of dovelo ment ao to evoke 

a demand for re fores ta t ion projects; eorcncK-ca w-s to rov.ld© a nooca for 

the i l l s ea-sed b- those eoonomio foroes wiiloh ay peart* i to v - i r at cross-

.ur.'OSes with the farmer's oral immediate interests . 

Intertwined about the industrial network wliioh vmn oneryinf;, WAS 

the question or tlie tar i f f , oruiyrese.it sinoe lf>4 >•:% And linked with the 

tari f f WM the demand for reoipx ial tr«de agreenents w i t i tiro United States. 

The Canadian tar i f f of 1°47 aroused the farmers, who protested vigorously. 

A decade of pros mi Ity came with tho ndvent of rooiyrooity In 10G4, uided 

and abetted by the Cri -can .or and the American Civil War* Canada bepan 

to develop a hirher tar i f f in 1053, primarll- for reveni-s», rnthor than for 

protection. The f i r s t real ste > towflrda protection — tlie prelude to the 

National ^ollcy of 1878-79 — came in 1870. The National a l ley was at 

f i r s t stronyly supported by the ironro and by numerous ffrwern, but a 

revulsion of feeling followed i t s adoption, whou tho famer realised the 

extent to widen IgVlAullurol commodities were dutiable. 
96. 
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A H these eoonomio forces hed on effect on agrioultural life and 

progress* And this off cot was manifested hy the emigration of farmers to 

tl»e American and Canadian west, to found new homesteads free from eoonomio 

barriers. Thus the turn of the nineteenth oontury presaged two novementa, — 

formers' or onisations and farmers' emigration — the one theoretical, almost 

political* the other physieal, both of whioh were profoundly influenced by 

the eoonomio forece which invaded the sphere of agriculture. 

Agricultural Movcmenta. 

Pioneer cooperation in Huron County, during the years of early 

settlement, was largely adventitious, and was brought into force in such 

activitice aa rood-building, barn-raising, stock-slaughtering, sheep-shearing, 

hereasting, and logging bees. Agricultural sooieties and formers' olubs 

were greater manifestations of thia cooperation, and althouch L.A. Wood, in 

£ 

his study ef "Farmers' Movements in Canada" affirms that "it would be an 

error to aaaumc that agrioultural sooieties hove ever borne any oloso 

relationship to the development" of farmers' movcmenta, it would appear that 

societies did influence and stimulate the growth of independent farmers* clubs. 

Agricultural sooieties hod their real beginning in the 'thirties, increased 

competition, and sought to arouse interest in more profitable methods of 

cultivation and stock-breeding, and to direct attention to new labour-eaving 

devices and methods. Farmers'clubs arose in the 'sixties and 'seventies, 

increased cooperation, and emphasised social end cultural aspects. 

What was ths sonneotlan between these two different manifestations 
5 

of the cooperative spiritT L.A. Wood states that the origin of formers1 olubs 

is "wrapped in mystery". It would appear, however, that these r roups arose 

from a dissatlafactlon over the work and oonduot of arrioultural sooieties 

during the 'fifties. These sooieties were accused of being cliques and 



of adopting government grants for the use of members only, instead of seeking 

to further the interests of the community. There was also dissatisfaction over 

the unnecessary expenses Involved in the presentation of too many fall falra. 

Criticism was directed against theae societies from 1864 to 1881. In 1864, 

editorials appeared in "The Canada Farmer , urging the abolition of township 

falra, and advocating the presentation of one lerr,e oounty fair. In 1881, the 

Stratford "Beacon" euggeeted that township agricultural shows should be 

6 
abolished, and that falra should be held alternately at Seaforth and Stratford* 

Sony persons evinced the opinion that there were too many sooieties which 

did not aooompllah enough to deaerve grants! tlie principal cause of irritation 

waa that exhibitions were often oonflned to one locality. The remedy waa to 

alternate these fairs! In Huron County it wae suggested that a fair be held 

in turn at Clinton* V.inghom, and Goderioh. George Buokland declared that tho 

whole question of provincial* county* and township sooieties should be gone 

7 
into with much core snd deliberation* The Ooderich "Huron Signal" urged that 

the Agricultural and Arte Association "should bo wound up", — and the Ouelph 

• 

"Herald" grcrely "renounced "emeni" The dissetiafaction over the methods of 

procedure of agrioultural sooieties and organisations wns, then, a strong 

factor in the rise of independent farmers' olubs. 

A second iactor was the dissemination of tho idee of agricultural 

cooperation via the editorial and correspondence columns of various Journals. 

In 1871, the idea of cooperation among farmers r « first enunciated in the 

"01obc"i on editorial entitled "Cooperation among Farmers" urged the formation 

of farmers' orgonisatioas in order to proteat therteelvos against monopolies* 

"rings", and epeoulatlve interests? Until 1871, tho most advanced degree of 

farmers* cooperation was exemplified in the factory system o oheose-making. 

Neighbouring farmers were exhorted to form groups, for the purposes of 

buying seed , fruit-trees, pure-bred live-stock, implements, JL fencing material. 
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The odvantages and benefits which accrued were raanv, — an inproved neighbourly 

feeling,, a eommunitv of interest, a material irrtershenfje o" e.8ol"i,n oo, and 

a f!"Tin~ of money, time, and labour, r'arraers' olubj woild bro->- tho monotony 

of farn l i f e , moreover, especially duriu the winter, when meeti.^s oould be 
10 

profitably spent in dinous^ion, plaining, and rs loxat lr i . Letters appeared 

oonoerr.iinr the osition of farmers' wives snd dau-liters, wJ;o "should have time 

for reading, sewing, music, *nrl f*_roy work", : eonuse "without sone trace of 
11 

fe ale refinement \o house is a won©. 

The ' s ix t i es witnessed en increasing volume u1 d'.scoiiU). \ over 

pol i t ios . Villiam eld, in l i s "Farmer's Advocate'', attacked le, isla^iou which 

was dotrimental to arr'.culture, nv' urped tlie farmers to demand adequate 

re^reseitation. A typical demand for farmers' r<-- >roso lotion in parliament 
12 

i s oontalncd in a l e t t er written to the "Olobe" In February, 17?., h an Ancaater 

(-.'anlmorth County) farmer, who decln-ed that farriers, ">y joining h^nds oar; inter-

chan i »̂  opinions to build u their etrenf»th, would thus ensure a fairer pro-
18 

portion of representor ion In narlianent. -.arlv in 1874, a le t ter appeared in 

Thr> Farcer's Advsente" (London), written by hiltp Hardi IR, ii«r<"iff (Raliburton 

County), urging farmers to develo> a frenter voice Li legis lat ion. 

One of the earl iest references to farmers' olubs to be -oi.nd in 

Canadian agricultural j.urn«<ls concerns « °;roup which wna organised in Hamilton 
14 

towns1'!J (Sorthumberland County) early in 11'72, to discuss agricultural matters* 

Other olufts were founded at Avô ibank ('. -irth County) in 1372, anO at Cobourg 

(Borthui erland County) in 1073* Reference is made to the fact ...at, in 

1875, the Tuckersaith and Hullett farmers* olubs took action to oreeure the 
16 

abolition of the Clinton market <ees. These clubs in Huron County in̂ t- have 

boon functioning for sore time, to have reached such a sta^e o<* close cooperation. 

The "uron Farmers» Associ»»tlo wso formed at about this period, and contributed 

to the revival of ploughing matches. All in all, these famors' olubs did 

much to elevate the tone of Censdian farming. Their two principal weaknesses were that they failed to attain a high de ree o" florescence, &v tie. were 
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usually unfederated* The qualities which these olubs laded wore possessed 

in full b; tlie Orange, and contributed in no small way to tlie vitality of 

the latter movement* 

The Orange. 

The Orange was an extensive farmers' movement which be. an among 

the farmers of the western states in 1868, "for purposes of cooperation and 

17 
of oppooition to the evils of groups whioh were opposed to farmers * rights." 

The movement was or^aniss1 o-i December 4, 1867, at t.as'iinf̂ on, P.C., as the 

"actional Orange of the Patrons of ITusbandry", at the inspiration of Oliver H. 

Kelley, who had made a survey of the poor n^rioulturnl conditions in the 

18 
southern states, following the debacle of tho Civil Wax. Tlie Orange aimed to 

preserve the farmer from victimisation by middle-man, monopolists, swindlers, 

corrupt railroad companies, and heavy taxation. Tlie movement not only sought 

to advonee the farmer economically by obtaining reductions on certain f.oods 

(eg*, reapers and sewing moohines), but also fulfilled a high purpose through 

the educative, social, and oultural influences whioh it brought to boar on 

agricultural communities. 

The Orange aimed to lessen tlie monotony of the famer*a life, and 

to form a means of relaxation and diversion for his wlfo and dnu..'iters, thereby 

inculcating "a proper appreciation o: the abilities and sphere of woman". 

The Grange was a secret order wliioh oonferred decrees and practised a symbolic 

ritual whioh was "pleasing, beautiful, end appropriate? The motto of the 

Orange, adopted in February, 1874, W*BI "In essentials, unity! in non-essentials, 

liberty! in all things, charity." The unit of tlie order w«s tho subordinate 

grange (five of whioh comprised a division grange) whioh was oom>oeed of nine 

men and four women. 
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The Orange had a phenomenel growth, and swept eastward with 

inereaelng velocity. In 1871, granges were active in nine statesj by the 

end of 1878, there were 1,378 granges! by June, 1873, there were 4,434 

grmvee containing 176,000 members! by November 1,1873,there were 7,(48 

granges. The Orange reached its numerical peak 11 1876, at whioh time 

28 
there were 28,800 granges, with a membership estimated at nearly one million. 

The chief reason fer this extraordinary growth was tie financial orlois 

of 1878, whioh resulted from an inflated ourreney, increased eredit* gigantic 

speculative operations, end the increased value of oity real estate at the 

expense of fern lcnda. Between 1876 and 1880, membership in the Grange fell 

to 184,420 end did not change considerably until 1890, when a steady 

Increase brought the total to 600*000 in 1927, largely in How England and 

tho north central states* 

The Orange in Canada. 

A branch of the Orange was established by Eben Thompson, at 

Stanstead, Quebec, in August, 1872, five months before the movement was 

incorporated by eharter in the United States. By January, 1874, there were 

nine grangca in Quebec! the first grange in Ontario was formed at L*0rignal 

(ProQcott County) in that year* By 1876, there were in Caneda 247 oubordinato 

and 28 divialen grangca, containing 6,600 membera. In September, 1878, the 

numbera had increased te 696 subordinate granges, 46 division grannea* and 

86*000 members. The Canadian Orange's numerical peak wns attained in 1879, 

when membership totalled 31,000* 

On June 2, 1874, the Dominion Orange "issued into glorious birth" 

at London, although it was not officially incorporated until March, 1880. 

The firat orthodox meeting wee held at Toronto, September 22-24, 1874, at 

which the aims of the movement were declared te bet (1) unity of action! 
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(8) opposition to monopolies! (8) increased attention to the diversification 

and ixprovemcnt of crops! (4) determination to call "leas In the bushel and 

mere en hoof and fleece"! (6) cooperation between oonsuraer and producer, in 

order to oombat more auaoessfully the "middle-man ". On the whole, the 

Canadian Orange followed the general lines of prooodure,though more temperate 

in form, of the American Orange. 

When the Orange made ita appearance in Canada, it was sharply 

criticised by the "Weekly Olo e"i 

"It ia exceedingly likely that in a short time these 
farmers' granges will have been turned to political use! 
in that ease, the., will have their day and die ......... 
After such societies go beyond the first few rudimentary 
steps, they necessarily end in forming a olass of those 
very middle-men, whose existence they were created to 
destroy." 

This prophecy failed to reach fruition in Canada, far the Canadian Grange, 

unlike ita aaericon prototype, eschewed oartisan polltios. The Dominion 

Orange came to an end in 1907! the Ontario Provinoial Grange, born in 

27 
Deocmber, 1880, suffered an untimely demise in 1886. 

There were at least nine granges in Huron County, most of which 

were located in the eeetern townships, vis.i Usborne (1676), hullett (Londesboro, 

1876), Turnberry (Winghom, 1876), Walton (MoKillop, 1876), Iforrla (1876), 

Stanley (1876), Howiok (wroxetor, 1878), and Tuokersmith (Egmondville and Kippcn, 

1878)* Theae granges were active in numerous spheresi the Londesboro branch 

built a grange store! the Winghom branch purehaaed a corner of tlie town*a 

cemetery, to be set aside especially for members of the order! the Egmondville 

grange undertook to chip wheat to Wnglana* 

The Canadian Orange mode valuable contributions to the progress of 

farming, particularly in the matter of legislation and farm Improvements. 

The Orange was directly responsible for the passage of t'.e Tile Drainage Aot 

(1878) end the Hoxious Weeds Act (1884), and founded a mutual fire insurance 
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ocmpany (1877) for tho protection ef farmers* property. Some efforts were 

50 
also direoted tcwarde the presentation of monthly and quarterly oattle-fairs. 

Perhaps tlie most profound error whioh the Canadian Grange oomnitted was its 

support of IfocDonald'a National Policy at the polls in 10781 tliis support was 

short-lived, however, and war, replaced by a revulsion of feeling in the 'eightlea. 

The eventual opposition of the Orange to the National Policy strengthened the 

Hjgratiwfli. 

Opposition to the Notional Policy alao strengthened another 

movement — • physieal one — whioh began in the 'sixties, 'aid gathered 

iiuiaantnin 1-: the 'seventies and early 'eightiea. This movement was the 

migration of formere to the western states and Ttanitoba. Low wngaa, increasing 

cost of food, and unemployment also oontributed to the expansion of thia 

Movement* Another factor to be reokoncd with la the condition of the cell 

in various porta of Ontario! tlie re la considerable evidence to indicate that, 

about 1879-1860, land was beyInning to "run out" in several ports of Iiuron 

81 

County* In 1871, land in 'Manitoba sold at fron #1*26 to $2. per acre! in 1877* 

the price of government unimproved lands in Manitoba ranged at from ."0 ots. 

to $1* per acre! Improved land could be purchased st from $8* to : 10. per acre. 

Half-breeds' scrip, negotieolo for 160 aores of government land, wae worth from 

•116. to 8126* 

By 1872, emigration to Manitoba assumed large proportlona* 'fost of 

the new arrivals e«me from Ontario, but many hailed fron Minnesota. It was 

estimated that during the fall of 1S78, 800 persons from Canada, and 2*800 
SS 

from the states, would make an exodus to the west* In 1876, "Tlie Weekly Olobc" 

contained items concerning 24 lend sales in Huron County! 6 in Tuokersmith, 

4 in Stanley, 4 in Hullett, and the remainder divided auang tlie other townships* 
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Baring 1877, there were 78 land salea referred tot 10 in itoXlllop, 10 in 

Stephen* 9 in Stanley, 7 in eaeh of Tuokersmith, Hullett, and Grey, 6 in 

WasMQOsh, and the rest divided* In 1878, there were 61 land sales In Huroni 

of theee, there were 6 sales in each of Stanley, Hay, Morrle, end Wawanosh, 

and 6 sales in eaeh of Goderioh, Hullett, and Xuckcramithi tlie otliere were 

fairly evenly distributed. In 1679, reference is aaode to 26 sales snd 8 

exchangees of those, 7 salea were completed in IJbtlllop, 6 in 1 toilett, and 

S in Ooderieh* In I860* there were approximately 34 land sales referred to 

in the "Glebe" i T in MoKillop, 6 in Hullett, 4 in Goderioh, «nd 5 in Stanley. 

Forty-two salea trancpired during 18811 7. in Bullctt, 6 in 'Wrris, 6 in Usborne, 
84 

snd 4 in each ef Grey and Ooderich* from this list it may be readily ascertained 

that the majority of the aalea ooourred in IKKlllop, Hullett, Tuokersmith, 

Ooderich, Orcy, and Karris townships — wliioh form the central and eastern 

portions cf the county* It lo possible* though not a conclusive foot, that 

tho coil in this area was becoming "worn cut", following a long period of 

tillage* 

ISany of tho farmers who left Ontario for the west returned home 

dissatisfied with the oonditions which they had found there. In 1868, 

Her* David Been sold hia farm in ' ay township, ami wsat to IJlssouril eight years 

later* he returned te Canada* and settled in Hatho (Oxford County), eonvinoed 

that Canada offered better forming opportunities. In his opinion, Missouri 

was s place cf "ahilIs, fevers, and chinch bugs." In 1876, also, Mr. George 

fflddleton returned to Ooderieh township, after a brief sojourn in Illinois! 

the emsrieen system ef cultivation wee much inferior to the Canadian method* 

he stated, adding that "there's no place like Canada? Several Winghem man 

went to California in the apring cf 1877, but returned before the end of the 

year* satisfied that they could "do better" at home. Messrs. Brown nnd Bauer, 

too emigrants from Hay* purchased land near Smeraan* Manitoba, in 1877, with 
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86 
tlie intention of growing flax. Another Huron resident, !'r. Joseyl Rye* 

purchased two hundred aores near Huakoka, but later declared that he did not 

think that the miekoka area would ever become as good an agricultural distrlst 

as Duron. Ssr* Peter v/el̂ er sold his farm 11 1877, aid moved to Ohio and 

Kansas! upon realising that he hod been more prouporous in Canada, he returned 

to Huron in 1878, and purehaaed a farm ne< r Zurich. A nan named Stewart also 

returned to Goderioh in 1878, disappointed with fianltobnn oonditionc! he brought 

back aamplea of whe«t end barley. 

The adoption by the government of tlie national 'olioy (or "H.P.", 

as it was sailed) was reepcnalblc, in part, for the exodus from ifuron, as well 

as from other parts of eastern Canada. Huron newspapers denounoev the h'.P. as 

"cur commercial care-all". In 1879, a group of ©nt«rprisin{: oltlsens left 

Qullett, end founded the villa*,* of Londesboro in Manitoba. Sixteen heads of 

families In Ooderieh applied for consular certificates to move to tlie states 

in I880i approximately eighty persons ware preparing to leave the township* 

The total emigration from the ports in iiuron Count:' to the weet, during the 
40 

year ending July 1, i860, was 6,706. The feverish demand for '"anitoban lots 

41 

in was-cm Ontario is indicated by the sole, in two days, of 016,000. worth 

of lots, at London* During 1881, tlie Dskotas bOf-on to acquire popularity and 

to attract immigrants, especially from Lueknow. Clinton, and Liatowel (Perth 

Oounty)* It was claimed by Huron newspepers that every fifth nan was preparing 

to leave Huron, and that "for one who goes to Manitoba, five go to Dakota* " 

The exodus was not confined to tho Huron district alone, but 

extended to such points ss Windsor (Essex County), Woodstock ((feford County), 

and Port Bopo (Durham County)* Mor waa the movement confined to Ontarioi there 

was a great exodus from the provinoc of Quebec to tho New nngland states. 

During the months ef July, August, and September, 1881, six hundred and sixty-

tee parsons loft Ojuobee for Hew England. 



Tlie Tariff end the "lotions! Policy". 

An understanding of ths eignifionnoc of the "Notional Policy" would 

be incomplete without a study of the trend of Canadian tnrlff policy, and Ita 

effect on agrloulture. Following the adoption by fbreet Britain of free trade 

in 1846, Canada suffered a period of depression! unoriploynent was widespread, 

business stagnated, and bankruptcies multiplied. The first authentic Canadian 

tariff waa put into effect in 18471 It contained a list of 18" art idea under 

the head of apeoific dutioa, and 6 of these were also subject to ad valorem 

duties)* The principal imports earae under a duty of 7& ^or oent., but the duty 

on considerable fern naehincry w*s 10 per cent, -vid in sano lnst*uo?8 12 per 

oent* Vigorous protests an the part of the farmers contributed to the growth 

of unrest which preceded the Annexation Mover-vent of 1849. V.ith tlie gradual 

return of prosperous conditions five yeara later, thia movement subsided* 

Reciprocity with the United States in 1664 helped to hasten prosperity! 

provision WPS made for the free exchange of several articles, chiefly natural 

products (grain, foodstuffs* meats, hides, etc.). Much of the prosperity in 

the ensuing decade resulted from the Crimean War, which removed Russia es a 

source of grain for Great Britain, and the tesriean Civil War, which created 

an exceptionally brisk demand in the United States for Canadian products. The 

increase in the value of agricultural produce signalled a siniler Increase 

in the value of farm-lands. The Huron farmer was favourably affected by tho 

repercussions of these world-wide events, snd was enabled to become the full-

fledged owner of hia property* Canadian farmers grew to dislike tlie treaty, 

however, because they had wiahad the free interchange of manufaoturea, in order 

tc obtain cheaper factory goods from the United States in return for their raw 

products* 

Pollswing a slight eocsuauo orlsis In 1667, the Canadian tariff under-

wont periodic increases! the C-alt-Cayley tariff of 1869 was Inspired primarily 
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by tho need for revenue, and not by the doslro for o difi.i5.to y.r/ouo ivo policy* 

The roveiiio wliieh was oolleoted would Iioly to proteet Canedleu ' </ry-jrauioua 

end nuuloipalitlee* The United States cud r'rt> t hri-.'-ai raw .U^.i 11 o juun-oaae 

In rates and V.se chan,-e of upeolfio to ad valoren dutiosj umran your;, l a ter , 

t 'o rflies were reduced to nearly tl*»ir formor l e v e l , r-ormoan 1867 and 1870, 

the iiyriff fluctuated ©aasidur* ly» merit l .* opposition to d t i c s ou ooal, 

wher.t, ar.d food-stuffs l^elped to > aintaln a f&irly low tar i f f . Tn 1874, the 

govorxrient of lacksnsie, a., ardent free-trader, succeeded ths.*c of lAoDoaald, 

almost at the be inning of n s ix years* depression. 13,, L" ortiarfc a'mn&es 

were mode, homvor, ard what sx«f.ll altampions t .ere were, opiVi/aicd to be 

u ward. 

In 1868 orl inated a e1 ort- l ived . yro-m\t !ci ŵn as "r«nada First", 

which in 1874 adopted a definite pro rmm eontainln, the olausei "Tlie imposition 

of duties for revenue so adjusted as to afford ever:' yo^aiule encouragement 

for native industry". This clause oontained tlie ; o n o" tr"# National 1'olioy, 

although the phrase hod already been uaed by 6ir Fr*uiois Hinoko In 1871. 

The arguments advanced by SacDonald and Sir Leonard Ti l ley , tho >ilnlstcr of 

finance, includedi (1) e a.able home market might be provided far Canada*a 

own farm producei and (2) f i e manufacture at hone of goods \r':loi. were formerly 

Imported might bo fostered. The national Policy was s u p p o r t strongly by 

the Gran, a, end the faming element generally. Ac curly as 137G, tii© Seaforth 

"Expositor" olalmed t at s ch a t a r i f f would V« ief i t hotne prod' t*<*rs, and direct 

increasing supplies o" grain te Canadian, instead of to American i l l l s . The 
46 

ftiron "Signal", however, opposed V i s "protective policy". 

By the National Policy t a r i f f of 1879, aliaost *11 dutiable t;oods 

were raieed t o an average of over 88 per oent . , and the <-,m©rj*l Icwel on 

emaaeratcd goods was raised from 17j| nor cent, (the avcrane irt'iob !.nd been 

maintained by the defeated Hbsral government) to 20 per oent. Duties were 

http://difi.i5.to
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placed on practically all agrioultural products, cxoe <t wool, hides, broom 

com, hemlock, and British salt, which were to e admitted free. Some of the 

increaece were as follows• 

Wheat (bu*) 16/ v-he-it flour (bbl.) .'30/ (later 76/) 
Barley " 18/ Rye flour " 60/ 
Beans " ., 16/ Apples " 40/ 
Oats " 10/ Butter (lb.) 4/ 
Rye " •*••• 10/ Cheese " 3/ 
Peas " ••••• IDS' Sugar " 2/ 
Indian c o m (bu.) •••••••• 7|/ Meat (except bacon and 
Timothy seed " 48/ hems) (lb.) 1/ 
Tomatoes " •••••••• 30/ Bacon end hams (lb.) •••••••••••••• 2/ 
Potatoes " •••••••• 10/ 

Live anlmala were admitted on the payment of 20 per oent. of value! animal a 

for breeding purposes were to be admitted free, but this oondition had already 

existsd under the previous tariff* Heavy taxes were placed on steel agrioultural 

Implements (30 per oent*), on other a rioultural implements (26 per cent.), on 

wagons (26 per cent.), on drain tiles (20 per cent.), and on seeds (16 per oent.). 

The tsx on ell imported agrleultural Implements was Increased to 36 per oent. In 

1884. As a result ef the advances, the customs reoelpts rose from 818*800,000. 

in 1878 to 816,500*000. in 1881. The expected favourable trade balance failed 

to appear, however, end the extent to whioh Canada'a returning proapcrlty oan 

bo attributed te the National Policy ia debatable. 

The new tariff was ass ailed by newspapers and farriers within a few 

montho of its inception. The "Olobe" estimated (Msroh, 1879) that the average 

extra expense enteiled en the farmer was fifty dollars per yean this eemputation 
48 

did not take into consideration the fact that the oost of living and the 

ounsumptlon of imports would be higher. The St. Mary's "Argus" declared (Hay, 

1879) that forms in Ontario had decreased in vsluc fully ten dollars per acre 

Since August* 1878* despite the foot that "the National Polloy was to have 
49 

bean of immense benefit to the farmer % The ». '. was severely oritioised by 

the London (England) "Times". 



The milling interests in Huron County and elsewhere were greatly 

perturbed by the new tariff. In February, 1680, it was computod that the 

tariff caused a loss to the Canadian farmer of ten oonts per bushel on every 

bushel of wheat sent to market si IOC September. 18797 Mr. Hutohinson, of 

Ooderieh, whose flouring business was one of the largest in Canada, wrote 

68 
in protest to Mr. Cameron, K.P. for South Huroni 

"A duty of ton cents per bushel on wheat would, in my 
opinion, cloae our business for several months of tlie year. 
It would be imyossible for us to find enouyh of our own wheat 
to enable us to make a profitable business of it ...... We 
arc aot the only millers engaged in grinding ..... American 
wheat. Take Montreal alone, — they have a capacity of oorae 
26*000 barrels psr day, or say 110,000 bushels of wheat. Suoh 
a duty entails on our business here an outlay of ^250. per day, 
which esmnot be oouuter-balanoed by a duty on flour. A duty 
cf 78/ (per ton] on ooal means $7.80 per day additional." 

The Huron "Signal" expressed similar viewsi 

"Should the mill be closed during a portion of eaoh year 
••••• the people ef this town will have ••••• reason to regret 
the ehenge of government ••••.. Thia new N.°. experiment is 
evidently going to bo a costly one for Oodorioh." 

In 1680, Sir Richard Ctrtwrlght travelled throughout Ontario, 

attacking the high tariff! in October he addressed meetings at Ooderieh, 

Londesboro* Brussels, and Seaforth* and was warmly reoeived. He deolared that 

what appeared te be a "revival" cf Canadian business under the II. P.* in 

1879-80, was nothing more than* (1) the lucre nslng American denand for 

Canadian lumber, end (2) a famine in Europe in 1879, which caueed a demand for 

grain* lie also painted out that during the year ending July 1, 18C0, ninety 

thousand Canadians had emigrated to the United titetee — an exodus whioh owed 

much to the adoption of the protective tariff. During 1801, numerous meetings 

were held at various points in iiuron (eg. Luoknow and Brussels), and the 

lational Policy was severely criticise!* 

Several faotors contributed to the revulsion of fooling whioh 

followed the adoption of the high tariff. The first was the agricultural 



depression which began in the 'eightiesi ths farmer wns omstantly besieged 

by taxes and duties. Justifiable arguments for the abolition of the National 

67 
Policy, from the farmer's peint of view, might have been as followsi 

(1) it depressed the prioes received by farmers. 

(2) it increased the oost of transporting t.ielr goods to market. 

(3) it Increased the eost of transporting home their supplleu. 

(4) it increased the eost of trans, ortiig every implement of whioh iron, 
steel, brass, copper, paint, or vomioh formed a part. 

(8) it lnoreased by 40 per oent. the eost of the cotton goods in general use 
among the farmers! e.g. the tax on the poor quality of ootton used 
for cheese bandaras was 78 per cent. 

(6) it increased by 60 per cent, the eost of woollen goods, of whioh the 

farmer w»s the principal consumer* 

(7) it increased the oost of all atopic groceries, except ten. 

(8) it generally decreased the prioe of almost everything tlie farmer sold, 

end increased the coot of everything he had to buy* 

A second factor wee the failure of the N.P. to provide the danadlan 

farmer and manufacturer with on enlarged home market — the very reasons 

advanced by the UaeDonald gctoi miisiit for the adoption of a protective tariffJ 

The exportation of Canadian farm products increased during 1879 and 1860 — 

28 per sent* mere in 1880 than in 1879, in fact* The importation of foreign 

xanufaetured goods also Increased — 6 par oent. more in 1860 than in 1879* 

The exodus of farmers and labourers to western Canadr and to the United States* 

whioh was given en Impetus by the National Policy, was also a oouso for 

grievance. The general depression caused a drift towards the oities during 

the 'slghties, and inasmuch as istalgratlon was at a low ebb, farm labour 

became so (tree* The rise of combines and monopolies, implemented by the bounty 

system which was applied to the iron and steel industries in 1863, also proved 

a source cf irritation tc the farmer who considered this concession disadvan­

tageous to his own interests. 



The slight waves of prosperity which rippled the sea of depression 

during the 'eighties were "altogether unconnected with legislation" aooording 

to a contemporary historian? Bounteous harvests at home, improved markets 

abroad, the revival of the lumbering trade with the United States, and a 

"boom" in the Canadian west undoubtedly had a large share in producing an 

improved state of offalra* Few ohangea in the tariff were made until the 

'nineties, when the peak of proteotion was reached* 

with the greets of economic foreeo, agriculture also grewt its 

importance aa an industry began to surpass its importanoc as a livelihood* 

Tito farmer, moreover, underwent a complete metamorphosis i from the sphere of 

local agricultural interests he emerged to the larger one of continental 

enterprise. His physieal and spiritual horisons were enlarringi the growth 

cf allied industries and the exigencies which resulted from en increasing 

world eommerce provided s richer goel than had the local narketa of yesteryear. 

And whet was probably more significant, the farmer was beginning to nssuma a 

greater role in the drama of everyday life. It is perhaps no exaggeration to 

state that of all the members of the industrial social order in Canada during 

the pericd 1860 to 1880, the farmer w«s the best-inforraed, principally because 

he was in constant contact with, and was continually affected by so many 

diversified activities and foroes* That he mastered the lessons which the 

"school cf experience" taught him is evidenced by the suooossful battle whioh 

he waged against the ohangi g eoonomio world la order to preserve himself 

and hia livelihood. 



Ill* 

Chapter Vi Agricultural Movements and the "National Policy". 

Referencest 

I This cooperation persisted for several years. In the summer of 1877, 
eighteen farmers reaped end stored the entire crop of John Porter, 
Ooderieh township, whose son had recently died. (V.'.C, vol. XXIX, 
1377, August 10, p. 619)* 

8 Hood, L.A.! A History of /armors * :iovemeavU in Canada. (Toronto, 1924), 
p. 16. 

8 Ibid** p. 17. 

4 Can. Farmer, vol. I, 1364, November 1, p. 314. 

6 W.G., vol. XXXIII, 1881, October 7* 

6 Agric. Report, 1881, vol. Ill, p. 90. 

T Ibid*, vol* IV, pp. 188-166* 

8 W.O., vol. XXXIII, 1881, January 7* 

9 Ibid*, vol. XXIII, 1871, July 7i September IS. 

10 Ibid** December 221 also vol. XXV, 1873, November 14) llovouber 21, 
For en excellent description of fanners' oluba, vid. wanida Farmer, 

vol. ?, 1868, January 1, p. 10j of. ibid., vol. II, 1874, p. 62, 
oencemlng the Ulalre (Mew York; Farmer a' Club* 

II Ibid., vol. XXIV, 1672, April 18j Hey 17. 

12 Ibid., February 2. 

18 3ood, pp. 9-10! letter dated December 8, 1873. 

14 W.0*, vol. XXIV, 1872, June 14i August 30. 

16 Ibid., vol. XXV, 1673, March 14! *ey S. 

16 Ibid*, vol. AXVII, 1675, February 26. 

17 Ibid., February 12. 
HJlddleton, p. 474. 
For constitution of the Orange, vid* Martin, B.W. i History of the Orsnge 

Kr*8Btsmt, or, The Fervors' War versus Monopolies. (Chioago, etc.* 
1974), pp. 431-439. 

16 Wood, pp. 21-28. 
Wlest, Edwardi Agricultural Organisation in the united States. 

(Lexington, 1928), pp* 368-431. 
Footer, F.J*i Tho Orsngs and the Cooperative Enterprises in New Knglendj 

in Annals of the Aaerloan Academy. (Philadelphia, 1894), March, p. 102. 
Aiken, Ban* D.W. i The Orangei its Origin, Progress, and Educational 

Purposes. (Washington, D.C., 1883), p* 4. 
Washington, D.C., "Evening Star", January 21, 1913. 



112. 

19 The "railroad" aspect of the Granger movement was emphasised by the 
peculiar dependence of the wwrican north-west upon the railroads, 
which had preceded settlement. (Paxson, F,L»« review of Buok. S.J.i 
The Or nger Movement (in Mississippi Volley Historical Review), 
June, 1914* vol* I, p* 188.) 

80 Book* S.J.t The orange* (in Bneyelopecdia of the Sooiel 8eSeneee, New York, 
1930), vol* VII, pp. 160-181* 

81 Hlrsch, A.H. s Kfforts of the Orange in the Itlddle West to Control tho 
Price cf Fern Machinery, 1070-60. (in visoiaslppl Valley Historical 
Mcvlew), vol* XT, June, 1988 - Starch, 1989, pp* 478-406. 

88 Hunt, R.L.I A Flstory of Firmer tovements in the Southwest, 1873-1926* 
(Agrioultural College cf Texas, n*d,), p* 7. 

Anerioenus, Oraoohus (pseud.)i The Orange i a Study in the Science of 
Society, (Mew Tort, 1974)* 

Aiken, pp* 16-17* 

88 v;.G., vol* XXV, 1878, August 22! August 29! Iwoomoor 5; vol* XXVI, 1674. 
October 23| vol* XXVII, 1876* February 26i June 26* 

martin, «•«., p* 412. 
weed* pp* 88| 87! cf* Fester, p* 108* 

24 Hiresh, p . 496* 
Foster, p* 104. 
Atkeson* T.C.t Semi-Cemtennial History of the Patrons of 'fusbendry* 

(Hew Tork, 1916), pp* 90-91* 
Uelasn's Cyclopaedia, (lew Tork* 1907), vol* V, p* 880* 
Tho reasons for the decrease after 1876 wore an inoreaeing materialism 

within the order* end the adoption cf too many enterprlsea* many of 
which failed* In 1877, Secretory Kelley stated that tho "Grange chip 
was sinking from the weight ef its own materialisn*" In 1889, snotfcer 
member of the order eeldi "The Orange still lives, but its glory is 
departed*" 

28 W.O., vol* XXX* 1878* September 80* p. 60S* 
Wood* pp. Sfj 66! 67* 

16 W.O., vol. XXV, 1878, August* 

17 Ibid, vol. ffJXXX, I860, December 17. 

18 Ibid* vol* XXVII, 1876, October 22, vol* XXVIII, 1876, February 86j Uareh 10| 
march 17s Jane 80f December I t ! vol* XXX, 1876, March 18, p. 171! 
June 11, p. 896! July 11, p* 448f December 27, p. 819. 

89 Wood, pp. 83-84! 98*100; vid. infra, pp. 121; 162; 239-40* 

80 W.0., vol, XXX, 1676* January 11* P* 81* 

81 Vid* infra, pp* 150-7. 
W.O., vol. XXXI, 1879, March 14, p. 170! May 2, p. 262, vol* XXXII, 1880* 

March 11* 



Ill* 

32 Ibid, vol. XXIII, 1871* March 3| March 10, July 21, vol. XXIX, 1877, 
May 11, p. 307, Deoember 28, p. 843. 

83 Ibid, vol. XXIV, 1872, July 6. 

34. Ibid, vela. XXVIII o XXXIII, 1876 - 1681. 

88 Ibid, vol. XXVIII, 1676, October 20, p. 11, October 27, p. 11. 

86 Ibid, vol. XXIX,.1877, December 7, p. 796i May 18, p. S27i ef. vol. XXIIX, 
1871, September 22* 

87 Ibid, vol. XXX, 1878, January 11, p. 22, November 16, p. 731, Deoember 13, 

P. 798. 

SB Ibid. vol. XXXX, 1879, June 27, p. 406. 

89 Ibid, vol. XXXIX, 1880, Kerch 26. 

40 Ibid, vol* XXXIII, 1881, January 7. 

41 Ibid, November 25-26, December 2. 

48 Ibid, March 4! Xareh 26! April lj October /. 

43 Ibid, Hovember 26. 

44 Vid. supra, pp., 32; 96.-

48 Lcaeoek, Stephen (supervisor;! Reciprocal and Preferential Tariffs. 
(in MeQlll University Studies in Canada*s National Problems, No.4, 
Montreal, 1928), p. 6. 

48 W.O., vol. XXVIII, 1676, August 4. p. Ill vol. XXX, 1878, July 26, p. 467* 

47 Ibid, vol. XXXI, 1879, Wareh 28, p. 196, Uareh 21, pp„ 184-6. 
Weed, p. 93. 
Vid* Skolton* O.D., (in Canada and Ita Provinces), vol. XX, p. 163* for 

a fairly complete list of the new rates. 

46 An interesting outline of a day in the farmer'a life, an influenced by 
the high tariff may be found in the "Weekly Globe", vol. XXXX, 
1879, April 4, p. 213. 

49 Ibid* May 2, p. 28:. 

80 Ibid, April 26, p* 266. 

61 Ogllvie end Hutchinson, Ooderich millers, were accused by correspondents 
to the "Glebe", cf entering into sn agreement with tlie government 
in order to evade paying duty on imported Atierloon wheat. (v.G., 
vol. XXXI, 1879* September 8, p. 668). 

61 Ibid, vol. XXXII, 1880, February 6. 



83 Ibid, vol. XXXI, 1879, April 16, p. 245. 

64 Quoted, ibid* 

66 Ibid* October 19* — Carterlght (1838*1912) was a loyal supporter of 
ahoDcnald until 1670* when he drifted towards the Maekensis 
emmlnistretlon, under which he served (1873)as Minister of 
Finance. He represented Centre Huron from 1^78-1882, and South 
Huron from 1888-1687. 

66 Ibid, vol. XXXIII, 1681, Bevember 25| October 21. 

67 Vid. ibid, December 16. — It la interesting to note that tlie output 
of oil in southern Ontario decreased sharply in 1870-76! this 
necessitated en increased importation from the united States 
(700,000 gallons in 1878)* The selling price of oil in Ontario, 
after the duty of 20 ots. per gallon was added, was 20 oto. to 
40 etc. per galIoni in the United States the total oost was 
15 Ots. par fallen. This tax on oil was a sore grievance on the 
part of the momufeeturera and railway oompanies. (T?ood, p. 96). 

68 Vid. supra, p. 106. 

69 W.O., vel . XXXIII, 1881, February 4* 
Wood, pp* 94-95. 

60 Dent* J.C.t The Las*. Forty Tears.(Toronto* 1892),vol. IX, p . 660. 



CHA?KIi VI 

Tlie Progrees of the Form, 1860-1680, 

Cart I) 

During the period 1850 to 1880, the ifuron farm underwent a 

complete metamorphosis. Deal* well-groomed farms, oomprised of orderly 

buildings, and equipped with improved methods of fencing, fertilising, and 

drainage, had be^un to renlnoe tlie orude log and framo dwellings which had 

characterised the earlier period of aettlement. The evolution of the farm 

owed much to the adaptability of the farmer, and the genius of the inventor. 

The Improvements in agrioultural machinery during this period greatly Increased 

the value and extent of agrloulture, and simultaneously lessened drudgery 

and expense. Ploughs were constructed to dig deeper furrows, wltv the sane, 

if not greater, ease of draught! renpers snd binders ennblod the farmer to 

harvest earlier, and grain, instead of being laboriously beaten with a 

flail, now gushed from the threshing machine* 

The increasing use of machinery was accompanied not only'by 

general improvements in other aspects of farming, but alao by effects on 

the farmer's social life. The farmer and his fwaily oould well utilise 

additional time and energy to devote to other Interests, whether fraternal, 

political, economic, or educational in nature, and to deal with problems 

whioh the development of "the ferm" brought in its wake, e.g. labour shortage, 

and marketing. Moreover, the former was enabled to direct energies into such 

fields as fruit-growing, stock-raising, and dairying. Thua the development 

of the eppurtenonoes of farming helped to herald the advent of mixed farming 

in Huron. 

118. 



FAi&S. 

Farm-houses in ths Huron Tract, during the 'tliirties and 'forties, 

wsrs mostly of the "lo^-eabln" variety, altho^h several of the more prosperous 

farmers erected frame dwellings. Wooden buildings were made possible by the 

vast aoraage of forest-land snd tho existence of numerous sow-mills within ths 

boundaries of the Tract* In the "older" distriots of the province, forms 

appeared to be well-equipped, if the descriptions of properties for sale, in 

local newspapers, may be credited, and many forms were built of stone and 

brick* Huron County's bountiful supplies of building stone and day enabled 

farmers to build stone and brick hoaeato&ds, whioh began to dot the country­

side during the sets 'fifties. It was not an uncommon sight to witness a 

farmer "with the old of gun-powder and a heavy hamer", construct a atone 

house. Cone farmers gathered boulders on their forma* and carted them to 

6 
neighbouring towns, where they wore readily dispoacd of, at one dollar per load* 

6 

In 1871, the "OIOPC" urged farmers to pay laore attention to farm 

architecture, and to abandon a haphasard method of oonstruotion whereby 

buildings were not located as conveniently or as "sightly" as they might be* 

Heat, well-groomed farms, with ample room for the introduction of machinery 

on a ̂ renter or leaser scale, should be the gcal of every farmer* Moreover, 

attention should be paid to the building of adequate root-oellars, for storing 
9 

fruit and vegetables. A second article in the "Olcbo", two yeara later, urged 

farmers to beautify their homes, by planting trees, building hedges and fenccc, 
painting buildings, and maintaining clean yards. 

8 
An elucidating letter appeared in 1872, concerning the progress 

of farming in the district about Goderiohi 



"I ssw some things that struck roe very forcibly. These 
were the gre tly improved oonditions of those formers with whose 
eireumstanoes I had been previously well acquainted. Formerly, 
and et my last visit (1867], these men, in vary many oases, had 
'poor conveyances, or none, poor horse teams, and, often, only oxen, 
almost old log houses', and log barns, as A, urith few uxooytions, 
very poor fences. Now [1-72], the oaaa is most materially altered 
for the better, aud I cm pleased to be able to reoord, that in a 
vest number of oases, these men have good and even handsome buggies, 
and occasionally good double-seated wagons, drown by £;u« horses, with 
good substantial, and even ornamental harness. These have replaced 
the old tece.., end the 1J- barns are gradually oeasing to exist as 
such, but are degraded into oattle sheds. 

Oood substantial frame houeee are now seen in every direction* 
There arc still occasionally seen saae old log houses that are inhabited, 
a memento of former 'raisings* and beginnings in tho bush. But very 
often these stand olose by good frame or 'rick edifices that ere well 
snd comfortably furnished. 

There is, however, still a groat want of the orderly, tidy 
dooryord, neat end well cultivated garden, whose well fenced condition 
in town localities adds so much to the appearance of the homestead. 
There ore, it is true, sorae or.iaamntal trees planted, but unfortunately 
'their name is (not) legion*, nor arc thej* aa a rule, well taken ooro 
of. 3till, £reat szwndVient In gonerol eppoaraaoe, in eomparibon as 
they were five years since, is very apparent." 

By 1880, thirty per cent, of the farm-houses in Huron County were 

reported to te built of stone, brick* concrete, or flrst-olasa frame! the 

remainder were eompoacd of inferior frame, or of logo. (Vid. tabic, p. 119 )• 

Of the out-buildings, forty-two per oont. were first-olass, and tlie remainder 

were inferior. First-olass forma, comprising dwellings and out-buildings, 

brought fron ISO. to #60* per acre! second-class farms from $30. to $46. per 

oerei and third-class ferns, from |16. to 810. per aore. The accompanying 

table (p. 120 ) indioatcs the average prices obtainable for farms of the 

9 

respective classes in the various townships, In 1880. Farms could be leased 

for five years at a rental of from $8. to 83. per aore, "taking into consid­

eration the value of the land and the high rate of interest paid for money, 
10 

farms (were] rented very low indeed." 
A study of the illustrations of farms owned by leading Huron 

agrieulturlsts during the •seventies serves to provide a fair estimate 
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Of t o general appesranoe of farm-houses, — if one discounts oertaln touches 

lent by the artist's imagination. These illustrations may 'e found in the 

"Illustrated Hlstorloal Atlas of the County of Huron", which was published 

in 1879. iJost of the houses are two storeys in hsight, *'i<l usually constructed 

of brick or stone, although * few frame dwellings are represented. Several 

houaea have getled porohes, along one or more aides, and ornamental turrets 

snd carvings on the upper part of the bulldinga aeem to have veen quite popular. 

Eaoh house pooaessed from two to five chimneys, a weather-vane, and* in several 

lnetanee% lightning rode. Well-kept lawns, in the centres of which were small 

bowers, ere everywhere in evidence! circular ornamental hedges border some 

of the lawns, and small flower cordons are planted nearby* Wooden side-walks 

lead from the front gate (often embellished with ornamental posts) to both 

the front end beck doors of the house, in a few instances* 

Near the main dwelling are usually from two to four barns, often 

connected with eaeh other. During the late 'aixties and early 'ceventles, 

"scores and scores of barns", many of whioh were still intact sixty yeara 

11 
later* were erected in >iuron County by John Dclg, of Kippen. In some of the 

earnyarde, — whioh appear to be tidy and free from debris, — are large pools 

of water, for the consumption of stock. The omnipresent pump is usually at 

the rser or at one aide of the house* Several kinds of fsnoing ore in evidence! 

wire, picket, board, rail, and "sig-sag". The better types are usually 

ereoted in front of snd around th<j house, sometimes on brick foundations, 

while thu "si^-sag" fences separate the fields at the r«"r of the farm. 

Occasionally, carious combinations cf different types of fencing (eg. 

picket and rail) ore tc be seen. 



TABLEt Stotistios concerning the oDnditio of farms in Huron County, in 1880. 

Ashfie ld 

Colbome 

Coderioh 

Orcy 

Hay 

Howiok 

H u l l e t t 

MsKillon 

Morris 

Stanley 

Tucker smi th 

Ternberry 

Vccorme 

Wswenesh 

[Biddulph 

[MeGillivray 
Average 
(exoluding 
Bldduloh end 
MeGillivray) 

A 

33# 

50 

60 

25 

60 

1 

25 

33 

8 

25 

40 

40 

80 

22 

25 

50 

30 

B 

67% 

50 

40 

75 

60 

99 

76 

67 

92 

76 

60 

60 

70 

78 

75 

60 

70 

C 

60/V 

bO 

10 

33 

75 

2 

10 

60 

25 

26 

80 

60 

60 

45 

10 

76 

40 

D 

6O7. 

50 

84 

67 

25 

98 

90 

50 

76 

76 

20 

40 

40 

65 

90 

25 

60 

•7 

50> 

76 

76 

67 
n e a r l y 

a l l 

40 

100 

76 

50 
Nearly 

a l l 

111 

60 
Nearly 

a l l 

72 

85 

75 

71 

F 

¥ 
50 

6 

60 

10 
Very 

few 

6 

63 

26 

20 

0 

¥ 
25 

8 

15 

50 

10 

60 

40 

7 

25 

H 

26> 

25 

Hone 

2 

Uone 

10 

30 

1G 

25 

25 
Tlone 

80 t h o r UilOy GO 

IH 
50 

IS 

25 
Very 
l i t t l e 

26 

GO 

2u 

12 

25 

12 

21*6 

20 

40 

15 
.-oaroely 

any 

60 

20 

) 

) 

A - Proportio1 of dwellings whioh were brick, stone, or first-olass frame. 
B - Proportion of dwellings whioh were log or inferior frame. 
C - Proportion of out-buildings whioh were first-olass. 
D - Proportion of out-buildings whioh were inferior. 
X • Proportion of farmers who used improved farm naohlnery. 
F - Proportion of farmers who used artificial fertilisers. 
0 • "TO )ortion of farms which were under-drained. 
H •» Proportion of fnrms whioh were equipped with first-olase fencing. 



PROGRESS IN FAR!'INOi 

TABLEt avernge prices obtainable for farms (por 100 acres) 
in Huron County, in I860. 

Townships 1st olass 2nd class 3rd class 

Ashfield 

Colbornc 

Goderioh 

Orcy 

Hey 

Howiok 

Hullett 

MsKlllop 

Morris 

Stanley 

Stephen 

Tuokersmith 

Turnberry 

Usborne 

ttawanosh 

[Biddulph 

[MsOillivray 

$6000. 

6000* 

6000. 

6000. 

6000. 

4000. 

6000. 

6000. 

[4500.?J 

6000. 

6000. 

5750. 

4000. 

7000. 

4000. 

6000. 

6000. 

18000. 

8600. 

3760. 

2700. 

3000. 

3000. 

4600. 

3600. 

8000. 

4000. 

4600. 

4600. 

(8000. t) 

6600. 

3100. 

4000. 

4000. 

81400. 

2500. 

2500. 

1000. 

1500. 

2000. 

8000. 

600. 

1200. 

2000. 

2000. 

[3500.T] 

1000. 

4000. 

1760. 

3000.] 

2000.] 

Average o. 18800. o. $3600. e. $8000. 
(excluding Biddulph 



Along the narrow dirt-roads arc oooasionally planted trees, 

protected by wooden struct res — another evidence of the famors' desire 

to build beautiful farms. Other trees grow in tho vicinity of tho house, end 

12 
behind tho distant well-ordered fields, stand wind-rows of vlruln forest* 

Every font appears to have had its quota of stock, aj.d wagons, reti >ers and 

oarriagos are much in evidence. 

The propriety and value of the keeping oi farming accounts, in 

connection with euoh matters as interact on invested capital, receipts for 

products sold, the eoat of repairing buildings and fences, the deterioration 

of the soil, the increase in stock, end ao forth, were stressed in the "01000" 

as early as 1871* 

Until the *seventies, few farmers carried fire insurance policies, 

14 
snd on numerous occasions uninsured property was destroyed* In 1876, the 

Dominion Grange appointed a committee to investigate conditions concerning 

insurance! in 1677, the Dominion Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company was 

formed at Sarawak (Orcy County). Several forma* during the succeeding years, 

benefitted from this project* The earliest references in .the "Globe" to the 

bum ng cf insured farus in iiuron County occurred in June, 1876, following 

the destruction of property owned by a farmer in Tuokersmith* and in August* 

1876, when a Ooderich farmer's barn and stable were burned! in each instance, 

16 
the loaa sustained was dcuble the amount cf the insurance* Mention was again 

nade in Oeteber, 1879, when form property in Ferris and in Stephen townships 

was destroyed! loss was again double the amount insured. It was not until 

the 'eightiee that farmers generally began to Insure their forma against 

loss by fire* 

In March, 1860, the Council of the Agrloulture and Arts Association 

of Ontario decided to offer prises — in the form of gold, silver, and bronco 

18 
medals — for the best managed farms in various ports of the province* 



Xm order to be eligible, farms hod tc be at least one hundred cores in 

19 

extent, end two-thirds under oultlvation* The condition of buildings, roads, 

fences, implements, machinery, drainage, fortiliainj, llvestook, and orchards, 

was to be yiven oareful consideration by appointed judges. The prise-winners 

in Huron County, which oompeted in Oroup Ho. 103, in 1888, were ?4r. Jamas 

Dickson, (Tuokersmith), who reoeived the gold modal, and "r. Verooc, (Celberne), 

who was awarded the brense medal! the farms of Meesrs. Sclkcld, Attrell* and 

Bloke (all three in Ooderich township) received honourable locution* 

A description of these farms may serve to indicate to some extent 

tho state of sgrleulture among the beat forma of Huron Oounty in the early 

•eightleei 

to 

ar. Dickson's farm (Caatermount) contained 800 aores* 185 of which 

wae cleared* The dwelling-house was two storeys in height* was constructed 

ef brick, aid was surrounded by splendid lawns, flower plots, cedar hedges, 

ornamental trees, a well-kept orchard, and gravel wnlks* All ordinary rai l 

fences had been supplanted by straight rail fsnees* The bom and stable a 

wsre vary large* and oontained numerous stalls* Mr. Dickson owned 41 cattle, 

88 cf which were prise-winning pedigree Shorthorns* He also had 37 aheap* 

including Shropshire, Cotswold, end cross-bred species* Five cf the 

Shropshire sheep were imported! the ram, a consistent prise-winuet, had been 

owned formerly by H.H* Spencer, of Brooklin (Ontario Oounty). An excellent 

feeding system was employed* whereby feed was manufactured by herse-power, 

from out fodder, pulped roots, brtn, snd meal, end passed into troughs* via 

a tramway* The front cf the feeding troughs foldsd down, silowing for 

facil ity in eleaning the troughs and inserting the feed. Fresh water was 

convoyed from nearby springs by means ef long troughs* 



Crepe grown at Castermcunt Inoludcd 20 acres of fal l wheat 

(equal amounts ef Clewson and Reliable), 13 acres of spring whent, 84 aores 

of hoy (clover <*n* timothy), 48 aores of pasture, 6 acres of orchard and lawn, 

and 10 acres of summer tallow. Mr. Dickson generally resorted to summer 

fallowing prior to aewtntr fall wheat, oats, or peaa. iJe advooated the liberal 

use ef salt as a ferti l iser In the prowinc; of al l oerenls, with the exception 

of fall wheat. Two years before, he had applied a top dressing o? leached 

ashes (fifteen loads per aore), and the soil and grass bore evidence of 

isprovement. The forty-five aores cf timber an the farm consisted chiefly ef 

birch, maple, cedar, and black ash. Thirty eeres were watered by the Bayfield 

River, which flowed through the southern section of the fare. 

Mr. vareoe's farm (Fensaneo) contained 800 acres, 166 of whioh wore 

cleared! 60 acres were devoted to wheat, 30 to hoy, 88 to oats, 14 to barley, 

and several t e clover, which served in lieu of surmcr fallow. The stock 

ineluded 36 head of cattle (chiefly Durham grades), some work-horses, 28 sheep 

(Cctswold, Leicester, and Southdown grades), and 37 pigs. Three acres of 

orchard contained one hundred peach-trees, apples, pears, plums, nectarines, 

euinccs, cherries, and forty grepe-vinea. Mr. Vereee had planted several 

shade and ornamental trees, including blook walnut, horse ohestnut, maple, 

elm, willuK end evergreens. Fences were either beard or barbed wire§ over one 

thousand rods ef under-dralna, built cf wood, of different sines to oonform 

to the flew of water, had been constructed. Mr. V: rooo's farm war the first 

on whioh the Judges in thct district discovered a self-binder in uaei i t has 

beea in use since 1677. 

Mr* Salkeldts fare consisted of 110 acres, 90 of whioh were cleared 

sad well drained. Mixed erois were cultivated, slthough ' r . Galkeld 

specialised in root-erope, with a high degree of suooess. r. \ t trel l owned 

one of ths nest valuable herds ef Shorthorn cattle in the country! some yeara 

file:///ttrell


earlier he had purchased a herd caned by a stock-breeder, end' since then had 

Imported several pure-bred animals, paying as much ma *5000. each, lie else 

grew large quantities of hay on the flats on both sides of t!:» Maitland River* 

Mr* Blake*s property was an average farm cf one hundred aores, 

ADDITIONAL BUILPINOS. 

In addition to the main dwellings, barns, and s' ables, fame were 

equipped with certain other buildings, such as milk-houses* fruit-cellars, 

iee-ACuses* poultry houses, and bee-heusss. Eaeh cf theae buildings was 

developed to e high degree of efficiency, by I860* 

MBIlk-houscs. The pioneer settlers in the Huron Tract usually milked their 

cows out-of-doors, or In a small "lean-to" at ana aide of the house, and r 

xenufactured their butter in the kitchen. Some farmers went a stop further, 

and constructed milk-hii ses, in "dug-out" fashion, beside a knoll. This crude 

shelter usually contained shelves and a gravel floor, and, more rarely* a spring 
28 

ef fresh water* The equipment of a milk-house comprised a churn* a cheese-

press, and utensils. Ths first churns, supplied with an up-and-down "dasher", 

were wooden* Patent churns, in 1847, oost from El to CI. 10s. In 1868* 

a dog-churn, of Anerieem origin* was marketed at $12. This devioe waa driven 

by a treadmill which utilised dcg-pewsr) coll ies and Newfoundland dogs wore 
so 

favourites for this purpese* Later, box-ohurns appeared, in whieh a "dasher" 
was operated by turning a crank* Dun snd Jones, s firm in Huron* bacon tc 

84 
xenufeetttr* churns before 1862. The surliest sbsaae-presses were wooden 

roooptsolos, in whish pressurs was applied by msans cf a board used as a lever 

with a atone at the end! this type ef press remained in uss for several years* 

leaden ndlk»pans were gradually supplanted by earthenware utensils* and later* 

by tinware* The development of dairying concerns during the 'ee vent lea 

eliminated, in many instances, ths incentive end need for a farmer to maintain 

am wptxf f $6*8 milammawmwi 



PrultTOallara. Fruits end root-crops were usually preserved in a dark room, 

preferably a dry, cool ce l lar , and sv»nllew a.»elv*)s or drawees o^ open l a t t i c e 

were bui l t on w* '.oh fruit w«3 sprond. Lime, whic', absorb**1. nolsv.ro and 

prevented decay, wno usually sprinklsd over aypl©3 mid potatoes before they 
26 

were plwoed In i tor s ,* . Apples were oft on pr.served in a llioo-oask. 

Ice-houses. 1* well-appointed f a n was complete without an loe-huuse, fcr 

with the aid nf one, t : e profits af tvie i'-lry would be incro>\coC auring a 
26 

period of warm weather. The three essent ia ls of an ice-house wurt* (1) a 

eleccly-paeked, non-cond Jctin- substance, such as dry smwdust, chopped str«w* 

swamp noes, or dry tan-barkj (2) adequate dr«r.:ayej (3) free circulation of air . 
27 

Instructions in ths manufacture of an ioe-house appeared i the "Globe" in 1871. 

The he so should be twelve feet square, eight feet la hei -ht on the inside, 

snd covered b a board roof. The surface earth should be dup; to n depth of 

s ix inches. Thr ice w>s picked nine foot square and s ix feet My.;:, leaving 

between the ice nad tho boards «> elghtsen-ineh spaoe, wMoi was yackod with 

sawdust, or s slmllsr subst<»n.-e. The toyi«? of ioe-house oonstructian was 

discussed by the Slmirs (!?ew York) Farmers' Club, in Deocmber, 1372; i t was 

agreed that an ioe-house fourteen feet square, bui l t at a cos; of from twenty-
88 

five to f i f ty dollars, was the most suitable* It wns not essential that lee 
29 

should be stored underground, as It kept quite well above tlie surface! it was 

the practice of some farmers to provide a floor of rough wood, laid upon the 

earth. The larger the body of loe w s, tho better it would keep. By 1876, 

ice-houses e ;uld be constructed at a oost of only five dollars. It was declared 

that one way by -ehieh loe-houses ^aid for themselves, besides the preservation 

of fruits, vegetables, and dairy products, wns In tlie increase of the effic­

iency of lebourere. No longer were there so "many visits mods..... to 

30 
the cool grey jug In the hollow stump", because farm-labourers were now enabled 
tc go "te the field dally with a pall of ioe-wnter, [whore]as in the olden 

81 
time thpj couio wsic same w&th the whiskey Jug*" 
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as 
Boe-housca. Bee-keeping was rarely practised by the early Iiuron settlers. 

owing to the ample supply cf maple sugar and maple syrup, wliioh decreased 

the demand for honey. With the depletion of the maple-foresto, however, 

this auxiliary branch of fanainr began to reoeive attention. In September, 

1666, John Jewett, Lueknow, forwarded to the "Canada Farmer" plans for a 

movable bee-house, which he Invented in 1840, and whioh ho had successfully 

used during the ensuing period. By 1830, most Huron bee-keepers adopted a 

type of shelter known as the "Fisher hive", because it nroteoted the bees 

well in winter, and w»s generally suitable* 

WELLS ASP WAT11:! SUPPLIES. 

Boron County is well-watered by innumerable ereeka, springs, and 

wells| water could be reached by digging, at depths ranf.in̂  from 6 to 80 

feet, but generally at from 10 tc 26 feet* The proximity of springs of fresh 

water wns a factor which contributed to determine the site of the homes of 

many of the early settlers* Later settlers found it necessary to dig wells, 

snd In tiie eourse ef time to resort tc the use of the divining-rod, or 

"dowser", to locate hidden springs. The first wells were merely holes in 

the ground of various depths snd slses, and were covered with logs to prevent 

animals from tumbling in* The sides of those wells often oollapaed, owing to 

lack cf support! this dsfieiency was remedied by the use of a curbed framework. 

lell*curbing was at first mads of oak or blask ash, measured two by four 

inches, or larger, in width, and wae aa long as the well was deep! It was 

held in position by iron bands* Stone gradually supplanted wood as ourbing 

material, snd proved to be so popular that soaroely a farm lacked a stone well. 

These walls ranged in depth from 10 to 80 feet, and in width from 2 to 8 feet. 

They were usually covered with oak planks, often with an enclosure of fence 

87 
rails around them* Brick and eement wells began to replace many of the atone 



walla during the 'eighties* Water wns usually brought to the surface by 

means of a home-made wooden bucket, which w-s lowered by ne«uis of a pole 

(known as a "well-sweep") or s windlass. Praotloally every farm contained 

one well, and eften a second one (known as a "buah-side" well) near pasture-

land. 

During the 'sixties, wooden pumps and wooden windVodlls began 

to be introduced. Wooden pumps operated on the same principle as the 

metal ones of the present time. Pump-logs, made of pine or oadar, wore sawn 

into lengths varying from five to twenty feet, and were usually eight inches 

in diameter, with a four-inch hole bored through the centre. They were 

constructed in auoh a way that the top of one log fitted into the bottom 

of the one above it* These pumps were manufactured by several factories 

89 
in western Ontario* Wind-wills mode entirely of pine-wood, except for the 

40 
natal gear, lent an air of qualntness and charm to tie countryside* In 1878, 

"a new device of a wind-mill adapted to pumping water" attracted considerable 

41 
attention* At about the same tins, O.T* Springer, of Wellington Square, 

Ontario, patented the "Excelsior" self-regulating wind-mill, to be cold at 

#180* The manufacture of steel mills was not begun in Ontario until 1682. 

The earliest stock-troughs were made by hollowing out large 

basswood legs* By 1871, farmers were devising various contrivances for 

watering stock* One ingenious farcer built a series of water-pipes to 

supply the barnyard and dairy. Ha ussd a two and one-quarter lnoh auger, 

which bored one inch per minute, or eighty feet per day, in tsnxmdc logsi 

after the lego were bored, they were jdnted and bande with rings of three-

inch hoop iron, welded by a blacksmith* A trench was then due between the 

barnyard and a spring whish lay one-quarter of a mile distant. The ooat of 



the undertaking, whioh furnished water for the oattlo and for cooling butter, 

was estimated at six and oitedodf cents psr foot, or approximately eighty-
do 

five dollars* 

Simultaneous with the appearance or wooden pumps wns tlie use of 

wooden (pine) tanks for watering stookj these tanks were of vari us elsss 

and were supported by iron baads. Thia type of trough was later supplanted 

by a "water-bowl", the wnter for wliioh was provided by a lar,;e storage tank* 

Hydraulic rams, whioh were usually Installed near springs wliioh supplied a 

considerable amount of pressure, appeared during the 'eighties* By means of 

them, water was pumped through metal pipes to farm buildings over a long 

distance. 

A6HICULTURAL •SACBI8BRY, TOOLS. UP IX-'LteSBHTS* 

From 1840 to 1860 there was a continual development in the invention 

and manufacture of agricultural maohinery, wliioh was so vital to the farmer 

in hia efforts to wrest a livelihood from the soil, and to contribute to 

the economic progreas ef hia country* The principal faotors wliioh provided 

on incentive to the rapid adaptation of farm implements includedi the opening-

up cf virgin territory, the gradual elearlng end levelling of the older 

44 
distriots, the increase in the price cf wheat during the 'fifties, the 

46 
construction cf railroads, general improvement in additional transportation 

48 
facilities, the expansion of industry, and the resultant scarcity of form-

47 
labourers. Provinoial agrioultural exhibitions, ploughing metehee, and other 

eompetitive trials cf implements served to advertise new machinery* 
48 

Prior to 1880, most of the implements sold were ef English or 

49 
Soettish manufacture, but after that date, manufactories were established in 

several localities in Upper Canada* American firms began to form branchca 
80 

in Canada, or te send agsnte tc market their products. Consequently, a 



veritable deluge of tcols and implements of American manufacture began to pour 

into Canada* By 1876, however, the sale of Canadian implements began to 

increase, while American goods suffered a proportionate decrease. A further 

blight on American trade — and one which, in a measure, retarded the 

development cf agricultural Implements — was the Motional Polley tariff of 

1878. This tariff imposed a tax of 30 per cent, on steel agricultural 

implements, 85 per oent* on other agricultural implements, and 85 par cent. 

en wagons | the tax on all agrioultural implements was increased to 36 per cent. 
61 

in 1884* 

Probably the moat important agricultural manufactory in Huron 

Oounty, prior to 1860* mx, least, wis the one established at Clinton in 1868 
52 

by Qlasgow, Maephereon, and Company* This concern w«s a brwioh of the 

Pingal works which hod been built twenty years before in T"lyin County, and 

which specialised in "Climax" steam- and horse-power separators* These devices 

supplanted others of a similar nature in western Ontario, and wore shipped 

tc many points in the Dominion and abroad* 

After 1872, the Brussels Steam Engine and Agricultural Werka, 

valued at more then 430,000*, was founded by J.D. Ronald, Chatham, the 

inventor of the "vibrator" typo of tho separator engine* This firm 

specialised in the manufacture of the heavier olass of agrioultural 

ismlsmanta* Other manufactories and firma in Huron County included! 

Harris and tasrril (Clinton)! Martin and Pcssmore (Ooderich)! T/alcolr 

84 
acTaggart (Clinton)! O.C. Willson (Seaforth) who sold H*sssy*s produotsf 

86 

D. MsTsvish (Clinton)| Aboil, Morlcy, Wilkinson, and Willi wison (Seaforth)| 

Dlgnen Brothers (BxeterTl Slegmillcs', Carbine, and Company (Seaforth)* There 

ware alao manufactories st Winghsm and Blyth* Practically all of these firms 

were active during the 'seventies. 



The provincial agricultural exhibitions afforded the most important 

medium for the dissemination of knowledge of agrioultural implements and 

machinery. The prises whioh were awarded 1. these departments provided an 

incentive, moreover, for the •onstruotion of better tools and for tlie evolution 

of more systematic methods* Huronitea reoeived forty-nine prises for agrle-

88 

ultural implements, between 1846 and 1831* Competitive matches were another 

means whereby implements were advertised! a variety of inplements usually 

sonstitutsd ths prise-list of these gatherings* For example, prises awarded 

at a ploughing nateh held in Tuokersmith, in 1866, inoludcd a reaper, a fanning 
89 

mill, a cultivator, and two ploughs* The Agriculture and Arts Association 

conducted two competitive trials of implements, — the first near Hamilton* 

in 1864, and the second at ?arls, in 1871* The most striking difference 

between these trials was the deorease in the number of American implements 
80 

presented at the second trial* 

The types ef machinery and implements whioh appeared in use in 

Huron County before I860 may be divided into four main groups! (l) land 

sloeraneei axe*, sews, log-loading machines! (2) tillaget ploughs, harrows, 

rollers, seed-drills, cultivators! (8) harvesting* reapers, uowers, self-

binders, horse-rakes, hay-forks, hay-loaders, lupleuents for harvesting peasi 

(4) preparation of products for usoi threshing machines, fannini; wills, strtsv 

•utters, grain crushers, eawlng-rcaohines, wringers, sto. 

Lend clearance. Axes always formed an essential part of the equipment of 

the farm! various kinds of this implement were included at nost of the 

provincial exhibitions. Cross-cut sews did not come into general uae in 

Huron Oounty until about 1866! William Elder, Tuokersmith, was one of the 

81 
first new. tc own a eress-cut saw, whioh hs obtained in 1865-66. A circular saw, 



68 

driven b. horse-power, oost forty dollars. In 1873, the firm of Glasgow, 

Ifaepherson, anil Company prcdMoed n prise-winning drae <***• *he famer's 

next eonoern, after fe l l ing trees , was to haul away lo~s , and to inprevise 

some kind of e machine to yull out stumps, and thus hasten a process in 

whish f ire snd erosion were re lat ive ly slow. Log-loading machines pppcred 

J8 84 
, and stump extractors as enrly as 1848. 

In 1847, stump extract in* machines eoild be bought for 13.7. 10s. Improvenonts 

were «dded gradually In order to overcome the resist«meo of pine «id similar 

species. In 18£7, a Huron farmer devised » harrow which oould be onerwted 

ausoessfully on stumpy ground even when stumps were two feet apart. In 1866, 

s Toronto agent for a Scottish manufactory advertised the sale of lawn-mowers, 
66 

but theae did not offer seriors competition to the scythe for several years. 

TillaF.s. During the late ' for t i e s , ploughs of improved patterns began to 

be manufactured, and by 1860 there was a groat variety of t i l ls particular 

implement, e .g . shovel ploughs and gang ploughs. Most of he early ploughs 

wsre of Soottlah, English, or Dutoh origin. Tho plough c l ev i s , a Canadian 

invention* appeared in 1850. A double-furrow plough, already in use in 

Biglsnd, made Its appearance in 1868* as did a new subsoil plough (84), with 
67 

which four horses could plough e furrow twenty inches deep in ordinary soil* 

With tills implement, ont man and two horses oould SCOOT p l l sh In one day as 

muoh as was formerly done by two men, two ploughs* and four horses. The 

farmer's s*vin&. In ths oost of labour alone, was computed s t seventy dollars 
86 

annually* From 1846 to 1881, Huroni tea entered twenty-two prise-winning 

ploughs at the provincial exhibitions. In 1867, Mr.O.C.v.':llleo:i, who began 

to s e l l implements at Seaforth, sold seven ploughs! within a few years he was 

68 
sel l ing two hundred per year* including suoh popular models as the Port Perry 

gang plough and Kassey's "so. 18 Thistle Cutter". 



the most popular of tlu> oarly harrows was the "di*ciond Scottish 

harrow", eojgdppsd with forty teeth, and Share's V-^rioan harrow. My 1880, a 

new type of self -cleaning hsrrow appeared on tho nirketj two yearn later, 

a Norwegian harrow, whioh had proved to "o popular 1\ Wtt-land, eould be 

purehaaed In Canada for about SL4. In 1864, a farmer in Hay township, Huron* 

70 
submitted to the "Canada Farmer" the plan of a harrow whioh he had devised cad 

used successfully for seven years, "even when stumps [were] two feet anart"* 

• This harrow oost ten dollars to build, and its use spread r«*pidly over 

Huron and Bruce Counties. In 1881, L. 11lot, Goderioh, reoeived n prise 

for a pair of iron harrows. 

Rollers, known variously as land-presaers, clod-crushers, and 

presser-rellera, were cMeilj of 3rltish raanufecture. They eould be purehaaed 

ao early as 1868, at from £15 to £25 — a yrioe whioh was considered extremely 

high in Canada* The use of rollers waa limited, as wooden ones were too 

71 

perishable* and iron ones were too expensive* 

machines for drilling in grain or broadcasting were generally 

scarce in Upper Canada, and in -uron County* In 1862, a horse-hoe, of 
72 

English manufacture, eould be purchased for E2. 6s*! a seed-sower or diill, 

made ef Rochester (New York) sold at fl4« Grain-drills and cultivators 

were exhibited at Hamilton in 1863* Prise-winning single-horse cultivators 

wsre shown ok provincial agrioultural exhibitions by A. Harris, Clinton, in 

1868! P. Buxoinan, Ooderich, in 1665! and T. Tippling, Clinton, In 1677. 

Two-horse cultivators began to appear in the early 'seventies. In 1877, 

P.H, Bawterheimer, Clinton, reoeived a provinoial award for 'is cylinder 

cultivator. Root-seed planters were marketed by 1874i a turnip sower was 

invented by W. XaeXiool, Cromarty (Perth County). The deriand for a potato-

planter was unfulfilled* although 3Sr. tfaoilioel attempted unsuccessfully to 
T4 

devise a potato-digger* 



Harvesting and hay-making,. For several years, the Iiuron famer mode extensive 

76 
use of grain-erodlee, of whioh there were severnl typos, known variously as 

76 77 
"grape-vines", "turkey wings", and muleys". An improved reaping naohine 

78 
appeared in Canada in 1847, end three years later, a mowinr; naohine, which 

was eatable of outtinr. from ton to twelve acres of heavy pjrass oor day could 

be jurehased for £86. In 1862, Smith's "double-cation hay-naker" was selling 

79 
at £12 to £14. H.A. Massey began to raanufaoture reapers ana nowers in 1852, 

and sold them at from £20 to £25 eaoh. The first machine reaper was an awkward 

contraption operated by two men! pr«in was deposited on a plat.orr. via a reel, 

whioh was later supplanted by one arm, and atill later, by four arris, whioh 

80 
speeded up the process of gathering grain. In 1666, î aaeey produood oaublned 

reapers and mowers. In several localities in ̂ uron County, whore "many of 

the latest inventions and improvements in agricultural implements hod already 
81 

been introduced," much of the grain in I66ti waa harvested by *SoCormlck'a 

mower and reaper, which had appeared in 1834. 

At a mowing match in Stanley township, in July^ 1667, eight oombined 

reapers and mowers competed! the first three prises went to "Wood's latent", 

from Rlora (Wellington County), to Wsterous and rompany, Brnntf<nd, and to 

88 
"Soil's Ohio", from Luoon. In 1867, Mr, O.C. Willoon boron to sell {'Assay's 

products at Seaforth, including the self-rake reaper, whioh ha<! appeared 
83 

in 1868* During the ensuing decode, he cold more than one thousand of Wood's 

reapers and mowers, and several similar machines raanuisctured by îaxwell and 

Company, Parle. A firm at Oehawn (Ontario County), whioh ilanufaotured 

"Champion" reapers and mowers, sold 260 in 1674, cut planned to produce 2600 

in the following year, owing to an increased demand. This demand was on 

expression cf the general optimism and prcspsrity whioh preceded the depression 

81 
of the late »seventies. 
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Many farmers oould not oJford t o purchase machines, but rented 

them from the more fortunate agriculturists in the neighbourhood, during 

harvest-time* In the early * seventies, "r. Willisn "ldor, a r,t>? forth farmer, 

oontraoted a similar dealt the naohine broke down, end before tho necessary 

parts oould be procured, *'r. 'Ider had oompleted, on foot, a "ourney whioh 
86 

took him to Harpurhcy, 3ruoefield, i'ippon and horco o^ain. After 1875, 

s ingle- end two-horse reaping machines became fa ir ly cannon. 

During the early 'seventies, a self-binder whioh used strnw to 

t i c the sheaves, WAS invented by Halter Ifaoffiool, of Cromarty (Perth Ccunty), 

This was the f i r s t machine of I t s kind in western Ontario, and MaeNiool 

deslined to s e l l i t unti l he had per footed it* meanwhile, binders whioh used 
87 

wire or twine were introduood, causing his invention t o hocanto obsolete. 

self-binders were aceroe in Huron County for several yearn, "oe -''irr.t se l f -

binder encountered In the d i s t r i c t by the judges of the fnm competition in 
86 

1882, was owned by *T* Varcoe, o? Colbome* Many Huron farmers expressed 

their desire to purchase a self-binder for the harvest of th«t year. In 1888* 

Archie McGregor, Xippen, however, displayed great dissat isfact ion with s 
89 

similar machine obtained at London* 

Ber«lving horse-rakes wero adverticed for sale b- a Toronto firm 
90 

in 1645* An Aster loon horse-rake, on ingenious And labour-s>vvi>y device, wns 
91 

marketed et £4* Sulky horse-rakes appeared In t'.io 'sixties, *n<J. were manufactured 

by a Canadian firm. O.C. Wlllson w«s the first to introduce thl- Implement 
92 

into Huron* after 1867* From 1867 to 1670, a considerable number of hay-forks 

appeared, including grab-forks, screw-forks, tine-forks, -m-' harpoon-forks* 

Peter Grant, Clinton, invented the "Excelsior" horse hay-fork, whioh gained 

prises at the provincial exhibitione, from 1869 to 1876, and nwnrdo in the 
98 

United States, France, and Australia, A testimony to the excellence of this 



94 

implement i s to bs found In a l e t t e r written b, n farmer to "The Farmer's 

Advocate": "HaviiS> used four kinds of hay-forks, T y e n o - nran+'o \ry-fork 

t J any. I t wi l l take • yood load o." even fine * rr j 5t Is lit~ht *m(1 strong, 

and eas i ly handled." Cay-loaders n .d ha;-tedders did :ioJ appear i ^ron 

unti l tliv 'eifchtiesj Y.illiem "iCc:-, Sesforth, w-s one ^ t? e f i - s * fArmors 

ia his d i s tr i c t to obtoin them, st about 1BS6. Messrs. n. **oToo' and Tttlls, 

Rogerville, won provincial eweris in 187? <"or wn «:element for horvestlny peasi 

in 187c, L'r. C-eorce UcLeen, ~i>y, a:,d in 1674 and 1877, "r. 0, !>:^o^, rooelved 

swards for a s isdlar contrivance. 

Preparation of Products for Use. The f i r s t portable threshinr; machine was 
96 

introduced Into Upper Canada at about 1635-86. In 1845, a Toronto dealer 

advertiaed for sale two-horse portable threshing r-Jtchinee whir!, were -»>"r*nteed 

97 °8 

to threah one hundred bushels per d"-1 the oost W*VJ about £36* before 1060, 

s threslicr operated b^ horses on a tread-mill appeared. In 1852, several 

agents were sent to Upper Canada by an American f i m owned by 'alee, who had 

invented a two-horse power threshing machine, idiich sold for *275, The cole 

of throwing machines in Huron County expanded oonslderi* ly after 1874, as i s 

indlosted b;. the lnorcesed output of the firm of Olaago?', Macpherson, and 
99 

Company, at Clinton* Machines operated by horse-power, or "swecvpower", as 

i t we* often designated, were common throughout the oounty* The Clinton firm 

exhibited, in 1874, a "Climax" vibrator threshsr, later adapted for cither 

stsan or hurse-power, a "Climax" separator, and a combined separator, whioh 

hod oarriors attaohed in such a wsy as to direct straw straight out, or to 
102 

either side* By 1876, the ea&s firm began to manufacture the "Monitor" 

agrioultural atesm engine* and by 1880, an "end-shake" thresher, replete with 

numerous is^rovementsT In 1865, Jack and ^l les Mc'ftllon, Tuokersraithf 

104 
purchased a steam threshing outf i t of the upright boiler type* 

file:///ry-fork


Fanning mills became fairly eomnon In Huron Oounty in the early 

'sixties, ehiefly because Malcolm W o ^ a r t , Clinton, whose mill merited an 

award at the London exhibition in 1864, had befvm to manufacture them* A 

patent duplex fan-mill hod appeared in 1880, and a nraln oraoker w*s exhibited 

at Hamilton in 1863* On Hovember 89, 1861, a patent was issued to r'r. Henry 

107 
Dodd, of Coderioh township, for "Improved sieves or screens for fanning mills*" 

108 
A good fanning mill eost approximately twenty-five dollars. 

In 1847, a hand- and horse-power straw-cutter mne^red, which sold 

109 

at from £6 to £7. In 1874, Glasgow, "aepherson, and Coripnny exhibited a straw-

cutter which wae operate* by horse-power! it w*s capable of cutting more than 

110 

one ton of bay, straw, or som-stalk* ->er hour, At the Toronto exhibition 

in 1852, the Canada Company displayed a r«evine r* ioh aroused considerable 

OCKaentj this w.e the Fonlan Fin* :.?noMne, whioh the Conpany had purchased 
111 

Li I.n^land* In 1C67, Harris nnl 1'erril, Clinton, received a orovinciol 

swar^ for e. clovor-cle^n'n^ nai-V-ne. Corr.-shGllers aauld be purchased as 

ei'rly es V*7, for £2. 10s . , ard r.ian^les, for £4. 10s. Turnip-slicing 

machines aype^reu in 1S47, f»-vi root-yullers In 13*1. Tn June, lfl52, James «rl£ht, of .he Wellington Agricultural Sooiety, invented a macMn* for nutting 
114 

off the tops of turnips and -"-ursine «sut the roots. In 1871, **i "n^ple-persr", 

116 
of An»rioaK. origin, appeared <r.i iho market. 1". Haoflieol (?ertb County) 
Invoiced, dur'.n~ +,he 'seventies, JT potato-digger, TJMC1. •*-*>. r o--e itually 

116 
discarded, beoause i t failed to separate stones fro- tho ->o*«»tof>s. 

In tho mid&t of a l l those improved implements, the famer'a wife 

was not forgotten* from 1860 anw«rd, various household riaohlnea «v ->«-red, to 

help her In her daily tasks. "Singer" sewing-machines were manufactured during 
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the early •sixties et Wcodetcok, Hamilton, and Newmarket, and sold at from 

_ 117 

878. to #100*, a price which was considered extremely high at that time* 

In 1864, a hand-epcrated sewing-machine, which sold for $12. was manufactured 

by Charles Raymond, of Ouelph* This machine proved to be so popular, that 

additional manuiaoiories were established at Hamilton and Toronto. By 1871, 

"look stitch" machines were on the market at from $16* to §36* and "Lamb's" 
119 

knitting machine could be obtained for about ¥60. v.aahing-moohines and 
wringera also became increasingly available during the 's ixt ies . In 1669, 
Thomas Forfar, of Waterdown, advertised for sale, at £8*60, the "Ontario 

180 
Double-Geared Clothea Wringer'* Large mangles, equipped with three rollera, 

181 
about four inches in diameter, were commonly used on most forms* 

WOGOMS. 

In Itovember, 1880, the "Huron Signal" advert ised tha t "an e x c e l l e n t 

opening f o r a good wagon-maker [would] • • • • • be found i n the r'.sing v i l l a g e 
188 

of Clinton*" In 1862, an "improved" Sootoh cart, for oarrylng groin and hay, 
128 

could be obtained for from £12 to £16! ordinary wagons ooot £16* 3e£ore 1860* 

martin and rasamore began to mauufaoturo two-horse wagons at tioderleh* One 

of the first buggies in the Seaforth area was owned bj William il&w, in the 

1?4 
esrly 'seventies* In 1877, James and John Dignen* Exeter, began to manufacture 

wagons, buggies, cutters end bob-sleighs! they built about twenty-five wagons 

annually, until 189/7, whan the competition of larger factories forced them to 
1?8 

lessen the eoooe cf their business* In 1870, Jamea rVilean established a 

harness-making concern at Seaforth, and six yeora later, 0*E. Henderson did 

likewise* Single harnessee, In 1876, coat from 814* to ?40.| double harnessss 
126 

were priced from $26. upward* 

1»7 
In 1680, the requirements ef on average farm of one hundred acres 

in Huron County, end indeed in most cf the other eounties of Ontario, inoludedi 



two or more large ploughs, a small olou<-h, a shovel-plough, a subsoiler, 

one or more harrows, a ro l ler , a rr«1n d r i l l , a root-seed planter, " s5.nfle- cr 

two-horse cult ivator, a fanning mi l l , straw-cutter, root-outter, shovels, spades, 

hoes, soythee, cradles, groin shovels, nick-axes, mauls, wedges, wood-same, 

a hoy-knife, hoy-ferko, manure-forks, hand- and horse-rakes, a ladder, 

whecl-barrcw, e le ieh , an ox-cart, a horse-cart, and « substantia1, wa^on 

equipped with a hay-reek. 
128 

Agricultural improvement did not eanse with the ~r- <'-ial perfection 

Of toola and implements with which to cult ivate the s o i l , t o harvest the 

resulting crepe, and t c transport them to riarket. w*r 4T«»-xilt^ "f the 
129 

Inventor end the adaptability of *h«» farmc- were txr.cA. i* of.' r.r ^beses 

of farming, which were no leae 1- or*«nt in the consistent y-o-res'- of 

afrleulture, v i s . , improve<? irethode In fencing, f^rr l l l s ln , and drainage. 
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GHAPTKK VII 

The Progress of the Form, 1860-1880. 

(Part II) 

The development of methods of fencing, fertilising, and drainage 

was a corollary of the axioms of agrioultural progress. It is significant 

that these three important aapscts of farming developed in a parallel fashion. 

The main reasons for this condition oret (l) the increased use of machinery, 

whioh preeeded end accentuated general improvements in oil farming equipment! 

(8) the desire ef the Huron farmer to Create a "modal" farm! and (l) the 

availability of various materials in Huron County for progress in tliese matters, 

eg. cedar end aalt. 

FENCING. 

Fencing formed an Integral port of the equipment of a well-managed 

farm* For many years, the "sicsog" rail fence, made of split roils, was 

the moat coercion typo usedj it was economieal, durable, and oould be quickly 

and easily constructed* The problem of fencing did not attain a signal 

importance until the 'seventies, when several types of fenoes made their 

appearance* The growing aearoity of timber, the Increased number of stook-

2 

raising farmers, and a general desire to build well-ordered forma Increased 

the significance of fencing* The supply of eedar and block-ash — the most 

popular woods for manufacturing rails, was dwindling in several sections of 

the province (e.g. Dorchester, Middlesex County), whore pine and white oak 

began to be used as fenoinr, material. Huron County, however, wno supplied 

with sever*1 large eedar swamps. Andrew >>ood, Tuokersmith, had a fine oedar 

swamp on his farm, and during the early 'seventies he supplied c nsiderable 

146* 
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timber for fence posts, which proved s great oonvenienee to neighbouring 

farmers. 

Board and picket fenoes, which were more economical, lore tightly, 

4 
and stronger than "sic-aeg" fenoes, appeared aa early as 1866. Ten years 

later, H. Treffry, of Gorrie, reoeived a prise at the provinoial exhibition 

6 
for hia wooden farm-fenoc* In (*uewec, rail and picket fenoes were not in 

general use until 1871* Bails were usually out in lengths of eleven or 

twelve feet, and pickets in lengths of seven feet. The cost of various 

types of fence, par foot, w*>st rail fences, six oentsj pioket fences, five 

cents! board fencea, ten centsi bar fences, seven cents! oedar posts oost 

6 

from five to fifteen cents eaeh. The feasibility of buildinf; wire fenoes, 

whioh were more durable and lass exoenslve than rail fenoes, did not invoke 

much discussion until 1871-72. Portable fences, whie.i oould be erected and 

pulled down at a moment's notice, appeared in the late 'sixties. Alex Weir 

manufactured a portable fence, at a oost of sixty-five oents per rod, which 

received a priss at the provincial exhibition in 1870. The general view regard­

ing most portable fenoes was that they were too expensive! often, they were 

7 
designated as so much "humbug". The type of fence necessary for construction 

8 
depended chiefly on the kind of stock which pastured within the enoloeure. 

A method used to preserve fence rails and posts was to administer « oompound, 

made by stirring pulverised oharcoal In boiled linseed to the consistency of 

painti "put a eoat of this over timber, and there is not a twn who will live 
9 

to see it rot." 
10 

An interesting letter written in 1872, by "W.M.", Dunnannon, Huron, 

throws considerable light on the condition of fonoin,; in that part of the countryt 



I will describe two kinds of rail fence that ore used in 
this section. The first is the ordinary snake fence, put up five 
rails high! then two upright stakes are oleeod at the oorners on 
eaoh sids of the fence! a cap bored with large four-Inch holes is 
slipped over the stakes across the fence, thus binding the whole 
firmly together! two more rails are put in, and the stakes are then 
driven into the ground. This makes a very strong fenoe. it is 
not liable to be blown down, and it is Impossible "or horses or 
cattle to got a rail out. It is, moreover, free from any large caps 
for cattle to set their head -, through. 

The other kind Is somewhat similar to [the fenoes Milt in 
Quebec at this time, as noted above]. It Is as followsi bottom 
blocks of ocdar, pine, oak, or any kind of timber th«t will not rot 
anally, are bored with two large four-inoh holes, four or five 
inches apart. These >>looks are placed on the yro ~<*t *he length of 
the rails apart, allowing the rails to overlap six or eif;Lt inches. 
Stakes ere then put throunh the holes l.i tlie blocks, n ' driven 
into the ground fifteen or eighteen inohesj the fenoe is then laid 
up, fosr rails highj a cap, twenty inches long, bored with the same 
sised auger, is slipped over the stakes, thus binding the stakes and 
rails firmly together! two more rails are then placed on the top, 
whioh aches the fence sufficiently high, being equal to ei ht rails 
in height. The greatest difficulty in buildin, these fenoes is to 
got the boring done, as a three-inoh auger [la) too small, and a 
feur-ineh aurer [is] too lar e to turi by hand* 

But a -TCchine has been Invented and patented for turning them 
by horse-power. The machine is said to bore about two thousand 
blocks par day. Any horse-power will run it! consequently it Is 
not much trouble to put up a lot of straight fence. The machine is 
also adapted for borinp posts for makln. poet czd rail fences," 

U 

In 1874, despite the criticism levelled * alnst "sir-so*;" roil 

fences, many farmers agreed that this type wets the best for all purposes. 

Ths principal objection to rail fences w s tha» animals and fruit-pilfering 

school-boys made easy access through them. 

Aa sarly as 1867, aug estions hod been advanced for the planting 

of crab and plum hedges, which would afford the owner also "the novelty of 
12 

picking fruit." It was not, however, until the early 'seventies, that live 
had, es, which "no wind oould blow down and no thief break throunh", became 

13 

popular amen Ontario farmers. Experiments were made with the native thorn* 

sweetbriar, honey-locust, hawthorn, cuokV.orn, oca, e orange, and barberry. 

In the eprln of 1876, a numier of Zurich farmers removed tlie "slg-sag" fences 



then in use, and planted heney-looust hedges in their stead. Three yeara 

later, Mr. Allan, of Goderioh, stated that the barberry made an excellent 

hedge, and moreover, provided berries, wliioh when cooked with apples, 

11 
produced a delectable jelly. In I860, a Bruoefield reader of the "Globe" 

was informed that neither Canadian thorn nor iSnglieh thorn was auitable for 

la 
a hedre, beeeuse loth were attacked by numerous lnseot enemies. Swectbriar 

was said to pull wool from the backs of sheep, and for this reason was 

unpopular. 

By 1880, moat of the hedges in Huron were of the buckthorn variety! 

many of the buckthorn hedges, for want of proper training when young, were 

not properly formed. Mr. V.C. Cordon, Ooderich township, was one of the 

first Huronitos to plant oaage orangej this typo of hed"e formed a ooenlete 

barrier against stock, but it required frequent trimming, and tended to 

spread from broken roots. The barberry grew into thlokcned stools, but did 

not spread from cut roots, thereby permitting land to be cultivated close 

to the hedge. It oould be easily transplanted, «*nd was considered, in 1880, 

to be the best roadway and division fence that the farmer was ablt to build. 

Galvanised wire was ussd by several farmers prior to 1860, as support 

11 3° 
for grnDC-vines. Barbed wire fences appeared as early as 1880i James Stewart, 

21 

Tucker smith, built one which "was still good" forty-five yoars later. The 

fori of Mr. Vareoc, Colbome, who rooeived a bronsc medal 1;. 1682, contained 

(in addition to 680 rods of board and picket fenoe), 600 rods of barbed 

wire fencingt four wires stretched above a base-board one foot high, and 
posts were placed at intervals of Wight feet. In general, by 1080, twenty 

23 
per cent, of the fences in Huron County were rated ns first-olass. (Vid. 

table, p. 119.) 



FEHTiLiz::r.:.. 

The Condition of the Soil. Soil exhaustion w*s l.i evidence in several of the 

older counties of Ontario at bout 1860? Indloatlons of soil exhaustion did' 

not become greatly apparent in Huron County, however, until the late 'seventies. 

The chief reasons for this condition inoludet (l) on 1 ac'equnte use of a 

"system" cf crop-rotatIoni (2) a tendenoy to oro > too much grain, espeoiolly 

wheat! (5) tho failure of oertain orops which were important In rotation, 

e.g. olover; (4) lack of good fertilisersi (6) if.noranoo am mismanagement on 

the "art of the farmer. 

Crop rotation was cjt praotiaed generally in Huron until the 
26 

'seventies. Two of the best-known "systems" then in use in Ontario were as 

follows! (a) For rich soilst (1) summer fallow, manured! (2) wheat! (3) oorn 

or potatoes, no manurei (4) barley or peasj (6) ootsi (8) summer fallow, 

manured! (7) wheat, seeded to gross! and (b) For light soilst (1) summer 

fallow, manured! (2) oorn or pototoes! (3) barley, seeded to grace! (4) grass 

cut, three years) (5) pasture, two yearaj (6) peasi (7) fallow. In Huron 

County, olover and grass were important components of nractioally all "systems" 

of crop rotation, 

26 
In 1679, the following letter from "A.M. ..", Huron, a peered in 

the "Globe"i "I hove a fiold of eight acres of poor soil, that is icoause it 

has run out, and I would like to ret something out of it this season, J.OW 

would It do to sow some kind of groin in it, and seed it down with olover and 

timothy (for pasture]T" The advice rendered was to plant peas, then timothy 

27 
or clover. Two months later, another letter appeared, signed by "Young Farmer", 

Huroni "I have 10 acres of high land, which I intend to sow with peas, and 

seed down with rod clover for pasture, at about ten pounds per acre. The 

land is run out! would you advise to put a little timothy with it?" The answer 

wasi Clover will succeed beat if sown alonej peas should not be sown with it, 



28 
but timothy may be added, hi Mor oh, 1680, o letter from a farrier in 

Stanley township appeared I "I have a piece of land wliioh is badly run 

out, which I intend to summer fallow. It has been cropped with wheat 

for tho lost six or sevea years, VJhat would be tlie best manure for ltT 

Li e can be got oho op. Would it be good'i If ao, how "<u.y bushels to the 

acre, unslaked?" The writer was advised to apply 300 to 400 pounds per aore 

of superphosphate or bone meal, and to odd barnyard manure. 

In 1879-60, Huron farmers expressed great concern over tlie exhaustion 

of soil and the failure of attempts to oops with, it* In 1880, the report of 

the South Huron Agrioultural Society stated 4! 
"It is a carious matter for our farmers to know how to get 

over olover being winter-killed. And, moreover, rvre than that, 
grass seed sown in spring for the last three yeara, has been a 
doubtful affair. We know of fields whioh have been seeded down 
three years in succession, and all proved a failure, thus com lately 
upsetting everything like o calculation of rotation of oro s. Wo 
hove no known equivalent for meadow and pasture for a eomnlete 
rotation of orops and rest for the lend. Sowing grass seed in the 
fell has been tried to a considerable extent, but not enough of 
experience has yet been rained to enable us to speak definitely 
as tc results." 

10 
In the some year, a Huron farmer deolaredi 

"Some of the farms are getting impoverished through bad manage­
ment. Ploughing under some green crop would perhaps restore such 
farms to fertility as anything also. In our district, sons try to 
oerry out the rotation of orops, tut it is rather difficult, owing 
to the failure of the olover crop occasionally." 

Manures. A manure is a substance whioh, through its fertilising properties, 

snrlshes the soil, and thereby enters into the composition of a (rowing plant* 

There are two olassss of manuresi (1) those which are provided through 

natural agencies! and (l) artificial manurca. Under the second group may be 

ineluded bones, bono dust, bone meal; lias, alkali and phosphate compounds! 

gypsum! limcstons and marl! soda and potashi plaster of Parisj ashes (leached 

and unlcaohed)! charcoal! and common salt. All theae fertilisers were 



experimented with by Iiuron farmers before 1880, in varying quantities 

and mixtures, but usually with a high degree of suooess. The general 

procedure adopted by iiuron farmer;, by I860, was to apyl;, barnyard manure 

to whioh hod been added various quantities of artificial menu*©; thus the 

most beneficial results were obtained. About thirty per oent. of the farmers 

31 
in luron County, b^ 1880, were using artificial fertilisers. 

Instruotions for manuring appeared in Canadian agrioultural 
32 

journals as early as June, 1846, but farmers did not awaken to t. e proper 

35 
and beneficial uses of manure until the early *sixties* In 1865, a 

5* 
"subscriber and constant reader from Goderioh" wrote to the "Canada Farmer i 

"A larre portion of a most valuable fertiliser (I mean liquid laanure) is 

totally lost to our agricultural community*" He thereupon prooeeded to 

point out the successful application of liquid manure in Groat Britain* 

As late as 1880, it was not customary among formero in severnl parts of 
U 

Huron (e.g. Tuokerercith). to take partieular care of their barnyard manure! 

no pains were taken to save liquid mnnure or to rot solid nanure. George 

18 
Buokland stated (1880) that sboit twen /-five per oont. of barnyard manure 

was wasted or lost by farmers in Ontario. When manure was useu, it was 

too often illiberally applied! as a rule, ten or twelve loads, applied to 

a six or seven years' system of rotation, was deemed sufficient. In 1878, 

87 
Mr. Allan of uodorloh stated that manure on undralned lend was usually 

productive oi more harm than good, for it produced rust in wheat, nnd rot 

38 

and mildew in fruits. In November, 1877, a letter of enquiry, written by 

"R.S.", Buron County, appeared in the "Clobe"t "Would you let me know how 

many pounds of hen manure are equivalent to one pound Peruvian guano for 

garden veretoblesT" The writer was informed that hen nanure wns the better 

fertiliser, because much guano was adulterated, lien nsnure, in a dry state, 

was worth from $15. to f45. per ton. 



* Ashss and potash were considered good fertilisers, even until 186] 

Best results were obtained fror. ashes on sandy soil, then on dry clays, and 

least of mil, on lend containing much lime, as for example, in Huron County. 

Bones, bone meal, and bone dust were used as fertilisers in Great Drltsln as 
40 

early as 1821; their uas as a manure waa discussed in Canadian agricultural 
41 

journals as esrly as 1852. Lime was described as an excellent fertiliser 
42 

by A. Johnson, Stanley township, in a letter to the "Canada Farmer", in 1667. 
41 

2Sr* George Woodriff, alao of Huron County, testified in a letter 

to the firm of Daniel Lamb, Toronto, in 1866, to the good fertilising properties 

of superphosphatei 

"I applied your artiolc [bone superphosphate] to olover, but 
not to the entire field, and the hey orop trebled where It 
was top-dressed with your manure. The rest of the field carried 
but a poor orop." 

The riehcat deposits of phosphate of lime in Ontario were to be found in 

the townships of Crosby and Eliaabethtown (Leeds County), and Burgess (Leeds 

and Lanark Counties), as well as in the area about Kingston (Prontenao County J. 

Thouaands of tons of phosphate were chipped to England, Scotland, and Ocrmany 

in 1871* Thia amount was greatly increased at about 1863* at whioh time 
48 

"the great guano beds of Peru and Chile [were] approaching exhaustion*" The 

general opinion of Huron farmers, who obtained phosphate fron a concern in 

47 
Brookville* was that barnyard manure was a superior fertiliser. 

The use of plaster as a fertiliser in Iiuron County is first mentioned 

in 1877, when "A.P.8.", of Lucknow, was advised by the "Olcbo" to mix plaster 

with black muck from swamy-land* and to apply it in the amount of 28 to 30 

loads per acre. It was deemed by U. HsQuode, of Bjpaondville, who wrote a 

50 
prize essay on manures in 1881, that on land whioh contained lime and sulphur 

(for example, the southern and eastern portions of Huron), plaster would not 

improve the lend, whioh already eontained the elements of plaster sufficiently 



for all practioal purposes* On lighter soil, towards the lake, however, it 

might be used to advantage. The market for plaster in Ontario was oontrollod 

61 

by Nova Saotia until at least 1890* 

Most of the gypsum whieh wns used for fertilisinr; in Duron County 

came from the mines ef Perls (Trent County), although mines at Caledonia and 

Cayuga (Haldimand County), provided a small amount! nucjh of tlie soil in 

Huron eontained some gypsum. The eost of gypsum at Goderioh WGS $6*60 per 

ten, including freight charges* 

Salt. 

The celt Industry. In i860, rloh salt mines were discovered by Samuel Piatt, 

near Ooderieh and Clinton, in the geological area known as the Onondaga 
54 

formation. Two years later, eight salt wells were under construction! two 
of these, the "Huron Well", and the "Victoria Boll", reached a depth of one 

61 
thousand feet and encountered strata of salt, fifteen to twenty feet thick. 

The most prominent salt oonoerns in Clinton were the tmOarva Salt Works, 

and the Stapleton Salt Works, owned by Eioherd and Hu.h Ranoeford. 

Seaforth began to succeed Goderioh and Clinton in the aalt-

masufaeturing field during the early 'seventies, owing to the comparative 

abundance and cheapness of fuel at Seaforth, and to the shorter dletrtioe to 

market t the Seaforth "sslt-blooks" were in the immediate vicinity of the 

86 
Grand Trunk Railway. Three large concerns operated in seaforth, at the 

same time, namelyt the Seaforth Salt Works, owned by Coleman and Govenlook! 

the Eclipse Salt Works, owned by Grey, Young, and Sparlingj and the Merchants * 

68 
Salt Company, mena ed by A* Anaitage. The combined production of theae three 

concerns was one thousand barrels dailyi one hundred and twenty-five men, 

working on shifts* were employed* 

A aalt well was sonstrusted, after great difficulty, by Joseph Kil 

snd Son between Csrronbrook snd Seaforthj the capacity of this well was 



156. 

two hundred barrels per day. By 1872, several smell towns had a salt well 

or were planning to build one, e.g. Blyth, ninghem, Ainsleyville, and Mitehell 

(Perth County). During the summer of 1873, several buyers oame to Goderioh 

fro:-: Chicago, Milwaukee, and other American oltiea* At this time, an Snellen 

snd Canadian company, with a capital of £130,000., purehaaed a farm south 

of Goderioh for $9,000., with the intention of msnufaoturiny salt* The demand 

for salt in the western states had increased so g -ê tly tl»«t tact thirteen 

wells in operation were not able to satisfy it. In March, 1676, H.X. Attrill, 

of How York, sank a shaft eleven hundred feet deep, nenr tiolerloh. Three 

years later, the richest salt bed located in Canada up to this time, was 

struek near Blyth* In March, 1880, the Exeter Council discussed the advisability 

of building a salt-works at Exeter. A well was drilled near lienuall in 1861, 

whioh penetrated a salt bed thirty feet thioker than the one diaeovered at 

Blyth two years before* During the early 'eighties, the salt manufacturing 

62 
business began to decline in Huron, owing to (1) the competition offered by 

a few wealthier concerns, whish adopted improved and more economical methods! 

and (2) the inception ef the National Policy cf 1878, whioh wns instrumental 

63 
in increasing the price cf Canadian salt, by placing a higher tariff on 

materials eeaential to the manufacture of celt (c*g* coal), and by allowing 

English salt to enter duty-free. The salt-works at Seaforth gradually loot 

prestige, and became obaoletc! on explosion destroyed tlie works at Carron-

broek (Dublin). 

The discovery of a alt proved to be extremely important in the 

development of Huron County. The salt wells st Goderioh end Seaforth gave 

considerable impetus to pork-pcoking and lake-chore fishing! large shipments 

of pork end fish were forwarded to the United Statca and to other points. 



An incentive was provided for t.o local manuf a >tur< of butter aic" cheese. 

At both "esforth »• nd Uiblin, the sslt industry was directly rooponsible 

fifi 
for the erection of barrel and stave factories. Salt wns used in killing 

harmful weeds and insects, witi beneficial results. The visits of American 

salt-buyers to Coderioh presaged an influx of Anerioan tourieto and pleasure-

seekers, as early as 1873, from such yo nts as Baltimore, ' t. Loula, Chicago, 

New Orleans, enri Ci cinnatl, who were "delighted wit:. tho town r:n& tlie 
67 

surrounding oountry." The increase in business oriu trr.de with Anerioan 

Cities, resulting from the discovery of salt in tlie Huron area, led to the 

6*6 
appointment or an American consul at Goderioh, in the early 'seventies. 

Marketing of 8alt» In 1869, coderioh salt was sold at 11.30 ner barrel, 

and Clinton celt at *1.20 per barrel, At first, the market for s-\lt was a 

local one. In 1671, Samuel t'latt, attempting to create a market in Chicago, 

70 
despatehed a sohooner laden with a ful l eargo. By 1873, Goderioh was sending 

71 
several shipments of salt to Chioap-o, to be used largely in pork-packing, 

and buyers from other American o i t l e s b e e n to arrive. Ifcioh salt was shipped 

to Buffalo. 

The ehlef reason for tho ooimaratively snail amount of salt fold 

in Canada before 1880, for purposes of preserving meats, was the prevalence 

72 
of a scum wliioh the salt was said to produce on the surface of the moat. 

Most of the salt sold In Canada was for fertilising u*->osesi during three 

months of 1860, Coleman and Oovenlook sold 6%000 tons for fervllijEinr. 

The eost of common refuse salt, in 1880, ranged fron $?. to .f>0 or ton, 
73 

at the works of Ooderich, Clinton, 3e«forth, or Kincardine (Bruce County)! 

tlie oost of shipping salt fron any of those points to Toronto amounted to 
74 

$20, par oar-load of twelve tons. 

http://trr.de


Poo of Salt as Fertiliser. In 1846, salt was disoussed in agrioultural 
78 

journals as potential fertilising material. By 1669, this use of salt was 

rapldlv increasing in femgland. Refuse salt at the Goderioh salt wells alao 

76 
began to : e extenaively applied, with good results, to worn-out lands* During 

the succeed in" ,ears, Huron manufacturers sold immense quantities of salt to 

77 
farmers, who gradually learned "how useful it (was] for their land." In 1880, 

great amounts of salt were teamed fron Seaforth for fertilising purposes. 

79 
Salt hod a beneficial effect on the soil and on nil kinds of orops. 

It purified the soil and brought its elements into activit-! it Increasci' the 

80 
auantity of the straw ef -rain, brightened and stiffened it, lessoned the 

possibilities of rust, and brought the crop In, eight d« s to two weeks 

earlier! it oauaed vegetables and fruit to assume deeper and richer colouring. 

81 
Wherever salt was applied, it was found that the yield of turnips, mangolds, 

81 
carrot a, and potatoes, was extraordinary. The prise turnips wliioh were shown 
at the South Huron exhibition in 1875 had been top-dreesed with plaster of 

88 
Paris snd salt , in the amount of one-half bushel of each par acre* In the 

summer cf 1879, John K«noeford, Clinton, experimented with salt, applying one 

and one-half tons per acre! he discovered that thistles were destroyed, and 

that grass remained unharmed? Thomas 15. Hays, MsXillop, after having applied 

salt , waa enabled to thin hia turnips one week earlier, and thereby to frustrate 
88 

somewhat the ravages of ths t>rnlp-fly. By 1882, salt was very largely ussd 

in Huron County for grain and root-cropsi in most of the townahlpa, f i fty 

per oent., end in two townships (Hullstt and Tuekeramith) eighty par oent. of 
86 

the farmers used salt or plaster. The quantity of salt applied per acre 
varied between too hundred and four hundred pounds* 



DRAINAGE. 

The extent to which drainage was praotiaed on a farm wns a valuable 

indication of the increasing value of land and the increasing importance of 

capital, as well as of the general progreas of agriculture. The effects ef 

drainage inoludedi (1) it dried the soili (2) It increased the fertility of 

the soil, by allowing air te circulate more freely in it! (3) it warmed the 

aollt deep drainage tends to equalise ths temperature of the earth! (4) it 

added to the length of the growing aeasont e.g., it helped to prepare the 

land for growth! (5) drainage resulted in sanitary irsproveraent in the district 

in whioh it was carried out| (6) it overcome diffioultiea oooasionoi by drought! 

(7) drainage enabled manuring to bo of beneficial rather than harmful uaci 

Mr. Allan, cf Ooderich, claimed that manure, on undrained low land, produood 

88 

rust In wheat, and rot and mildew in fruite. 

The value of drainage to o form depended much upon the capability 

ef the coil and ita marketable value. Coed aoila, wliioh were damp, repaid 

expenditure for drainage much more rapidly than moderate or poor soils in a 
81 

similar condition. In a district sush as Huron County, whoie considerable 

damp land, swamps, "slay-bottomed" soi l , and aevere thunder-storms prevailed, 

benefielal results were almost certain to follow the adoption of systems 

cf drainage* 

In the early daye of the settlement of the Tract, drainage hod, far 

the most part, been left tc nature* One reason for this procedure wns the 

fact that the incoming pioneers usually eeleoted dry sites for their homos 

and fields! later settlers had to content themselves with farms which were 

not as well located. Other reaaons were a lack of knowledge of proper methods 

cf underdraining, end e dearth ef auitable and economical equipment for 

building drains* Instruction* for underdraining appeared in agricultural 

81 
Journals aa early as 1841* 



The oost of draining depended upon (1) the extent a? the plans on 

which it was undertaken! (t) the material used; (3) natural facilities in the 

92 

neighbourhood which the farmer might use to advantage* it f i ra t , nherever drains 

were b u i l t in Huron* cedar, hemlock, and pine wood, snd la ter , atones, were 

used. In 1841, the use cf Scrogg's t i l e msohine, manufactured in Tngland, 

was adopted in Geneva, lew York! the maohine i t s e l f eost $260. and produced 

three thousand two-inch t i l s s daily, thereby reducing t!•«> coo- from $25. to 
94 

$9. per thousand* By means of th i s type of machine* and similar lodols 

imported from the United States, upper Canadians were enabled to manufacture 

their own t i l e s , at one-half the current American nrioes. In 1661, the 

following prices prevailed in Upper Canada, per thou send t i l e s : l j inch t i l e s i 

14*50! 2 inch t i l e s i $S.j 3 inch t i l e s i $10! 4 inoh t i l e s i $15.! S inoh t i l e S i 
96 

#10.f 6 inoh t i l e s t $60. The f i r s t Canadian-made drain-t i le machines were 
96 

manufactured at Toronto* in 1662, by the St* Lawrence Foundry. One year 
97 

la ter , "Chess's .Vierioan Tile Ditcher" was being constructed at Oahawa, and 
fi- on 

'/ by 1869 a firm at Aylmer was producing ditohing machines, whioh were alao 
1 99 

extensively used in sub-soiling snd read-grading* 

aisenwhlle, Huron fAimers noted the advantages whioh t i l e had over 
200 

wood and stone* In a l e t t e r to the "Canada Parmer", James Torrance, Goderioh, 

urged the establishment of tile-works in the various counties, in order t e 

ass i s t formers t o build drains* "X know of several farmers", he wrote, "who 

have been able t o aow l i t t l e , due to the damp, flooded conditions of the land." 
101 

In Ostober of the some year, a Hay farmer alao wrote a letter, pointing out 

that the land was ao damp that farmers looked forward to winter, when the 

ground would be fresen overa if a tile-maker established a business in Hay 

township, the writer Intimated* his success would be assured* In 1666* 
108 

Professor Ocorgc Buokland spent a week in Huron Oounty, and noted the progress 



of drainage there, and the fact that the monufeeture of drain-tiles had been 

successfully borun at Harpurheyi 

"Much of this district would be grently improved by Judloious 
draining* sad it is pleasing to observe that this important neons 
of ameliorating the soil is be-inning to attract the attention of 
many farmers ..*•* The specimens [of tile] that come under my 
observation wsrs well made, and burnt from a white elsy tfr.nt abounds 
in the neighbourhood. ?lpes of two inches diameter and thirteen 
inches long oan be purehaaed ..... for the moderate charge of 
eight dollars a thousand." 

In Hovember, 1876, ».'l. .)mala, Wroxeter, wrote an essay on drainage whioh 

103 
waa published by the Ontario Acrloultural Association* 

By 1871, David Darvill, London, was manufacturing a drain-tile 
104 

machine with a. dally productive capacity of from five to twenty thousand tiles* 

Inexpensive drainage systems now appeared tc be within the reach of every 

farmer* The national Policy tariff's imposition of o tax of twenty per cent* 
106 

on tho oost of drain tllce, however, resulted in a reversion to wood, stone, 

and brick as materials for the construction of drains* There were numerous 

eedor swamps and stones in many sections of Baron, so tho farmer did not lack 

materials with which to replace expensive tile. In 1881, a brick machine 

was set up at Woodstock (Oxforf,County), whioh produced 12,000 bricks in 

ten hours, or 780*000 bricks canuslly, at a oost of from five to eight dollara 

per thousand* Professor Buokland did not oonsidcr bride drains to be as 
107 

durable aa tile drains, however. 
108 

In 1180, Mr* James Dickson, Tuokersmith, made the following statement 

concerning drainage In Baron, tc tho Agricultural Commission i 

"I have uaed both tile and hemlock drains. I have one large 
drain made out of hemlock olank a foot in width, which has been 
used for fifteen yeers* snd will stand ten yenrs yet. Lotterly, 
I have been draining entirely with one and a quarter, end one and a 
half inch plank! I usually make my drains with two sides snd the 
top* snd merely out strips across ths botton to keep the sides in 
piece. The most eoonomieal depth for drainage la, I think, three 
feet. My drainage has produced excellent results! tho wet land 
which has been drained is the finest on the farm. Co*or drains. 



I think, will last longer than any other wooden drain. 
There are considerable quantities of land in my district 
that ougnt to be drained." 

Legislation concerning drainage w*s ratlior scanty in Ontario, 

prior tc 1866, except for the possn"* of four or live ants which somewhat 

ameliorated conditions. In 185S, the Municipal Institution!) Aot >>. Upper 

Canada enacted that the majority of resident owners of land might petition 

the township oounells to drain a seotion of land! the oounoila night make 

provision for auoh drainage by collecting « proportionate payment from the 

owners. The government, however, did not offer to grant aid to private 

110 HI 

lndividualo in draining their own lands. By the Ontario Drainage /et, 1669, 

en amount not exceeding 8200,000. might be expended by tlie government in 

draining swamp and flooded lands, under the supervision of the Commissioner 

of Agriculture and Public Works. The government reimbursed itself for the 

oost of drainage by impeaing an annual rent charge for twenty-two years on 

tho land so improved. The former cot left the work of drainage to local 

effort and to local superintendence, chiefly! the latter set centralised 

everything in the provincial government, and "left nothing for the parties 
111 

concerned but to pay the amount whioh the authorities might say wns due* 

It was extremely difficult for farmers to undertake drainage, 

because they eould not afford to pay high rates of interest! Moreover, 

this phsse cf form improvement would not bring profitable returns until a 

number cf years had elapsed* In 1871, the "Olobe" outlined a plan whereby 

the government would set oaide a loan fund for formers who oould not afford 

to borrow money from business firms, which demanded fron eirht to ten per cent. 
118 

interact. In 1872, a scheme whioh net with the "Olobe's" approval waa 

advanced by a government official* By this proposal* the rovornment was to 

be permitted to purchase munielpal debentures, not in exoess of $20,000. for 



any one municipality, and to charge five per cent* interest. 

In Varch, 1P7S, two acts relating to drainage were passed In the 

116 
Ontario legislaturet (1) the Ontario Drainage Act, whioh authorised "further 

expenditure of pulllo money for drainage worka"! and (2) tho itanioipnl Drainage 
116 

Aid Act, whioh authorised "the investment of oertain monies in debentures 

to be issued for the construction of drainage works by munioipalltiea." 

By the second set, municipal ©o.noils might receive petitions for draining 

a particular area, might borrow fundo on the eredit o^ the munioipality, snd 

might determine the amount owners of benefitted lands should be required to 
117 

pay. A later act in the same year empowered municipal oounoils to pass by-laws 

for the construction or improvement of drains* sewers, or watercourses within 

the jurisdiction of the council. 

The Dominion Orange sought to assist farmers who were in financial 

straits during the depression of the 'seventies, and advooated a Ion by whioh 

Ontario farmers night secure money to drain their lands* The Orange appointed 

a committee which approached the government on this matter. Accordingly, 

110 
in 1878, the Ontario Tile Drainage Aot was passed, by which municipalities 

might borrow from the government on twenty yeara' debentures suns ranging 

from $2000. to 110,000., to >e loaned for purposes of tile draining* 

By an act passed in the following year, benefits were extended to 

persons desirous of constructing atone or timber drains. These acts (1878-79) 

did not have an immediate noticeable effcot on the improvement of drainage, 

HI 
however, and during the next few years, only a small number of loans were 

123 
contracted by the municipalities. The beneficial results of thia legislation 

did not become apparent until the middle 'eighties. Tlie general opinion in 

several sections of Huron County was that these loans involved too much 

"red tape." Consequently, many Huron formers preferred to contract private 

loans, even at a higher rate of Interest, and it was not unoommon for several 



Huronites to mortgage their farms in order to obtain money for purposes of 

drainage. 

Surveys of swamp lands were conducted in Orey towns! iy, in February 

and April, 1870, preparatory to Improvement, but government loans were not 

forthcoming until 1679. similar surveys were made in Hvy, fron July to 

September, 1370, but rioy did not reoeive governmental assistance until 18^ 

In June, 1870, the Stephen townshiy council evidenced its desire to obtain 

government assistance in a general schema cf drainage, but nothing resulted 

In August, 1875, ths farmers about Senfortli petitioned the town oounoil to 

Ln 

116 
sod. 

Improve the waste lands around Silver Creek, by draining the channel of the 

117 
creek! again,nothing appears to have resulted from this petition. In 1876, 

also, a drain was dug near Zurich, with the assistance ef government loans 

totalling |3400. By 1876, the benefits of this drainage became evident, and 

UB 
the turich Council be^an to toko steps to dr«»i: "the big marsh." Between 

119 
1876 end 1862, Turnberry borrowed eight loans from the government, totalling 

more than $10,000*, for drainage improvements* Howiok also negotiated two 

loans, amounting to 84000., in 1878 and I860. In December, 1881, the West 

Wawanosh Council contracted for the construction of a large drain through 

barren land, from the sixth concession of the township to Colbome, at a 

eost of U000.! this drain was to be nearly five miles long, five feet deep, 

180 
eight feet wide at the top, and three feet wide at the botton. In order to 

make this project possible, .eat Wawanosh borrowed v3434. from the government. 

A study of the accompanying tabic (page 164) will Indicate that five townships 

in Huron County negotiated, during the period 1876 to 1883, fifteen loans* 

totalling more than 125,000. Yet a greater number of farmers, individually, 

adopted drainage in tho townships of Goderioh and Colbome, from 1876 to 

181 
1880. The farmera preferred to deal with private concerns rather than with 

the government, partly because of the "red tape" involved in negotlaions 



164, 

Table re Drainage In Huron Countyi (Vid. ocssional Papers, 
vel. XVI, Part VIII, 1884, Ho. i02, pp. 4-7). 

Township 

Grey 
H 

Hey 
* 

Howiok 
« 

Turnberry 
» 
« 
n 
tf 

a 
« 
t» 

W. Wawanosh 

Auount 
Sorrowed 

31500.00 
1100.00 

2000.00 
1400.00 

1477.20 
2C64.90 

600.00 
3818.00 
166S.00 
411.00 

1359.00 
966.00 
628.00 

1187.00 

3434.00 

Dote of 
Loon 

Aug. 1/79 
Oat. 1/83 

Jon. 1/76 
Deo. l / r S 

May. 1/78 
May. 1/80 

Jan.21/78 
Feb. 15/79 
Mar.14/79 
Peb.16/79 
Jan. 1/73 
Aug. 9 /79 
Aug. 9/79 
Apr.26/S2 

Oct. 1/82 

Termi 1 of 
1 ayraent 

1 t o 16 
1 t o 

1 t o 
1 t o 

1 t o 
1 t o 

3 t o 
1 t o 
1 t o 
4 t o 
3 t o 
2 t o 

11 

10 
7 

14 
15 

15 
15 
16 
15 
16 
15 

2 t o 16 
1 t o 13 

1 t o 10 

y r s . 
y r s . 

y r s . 
y r s . 

y r s . 
y r s . 

y r s . 
y r s . 
y r s . 
y r s . 
y r s . 
y r s . 
y r s . 
y r s . 

y r s . 

Amount 
Paid 

8 G70.00 
— 

2340.00 
1680.00 

893.16 
1190.70 

375.00 
2067.00 

802.00 
292.20 
723.76 
483*38 
324*00 

66.00 

684.33 

Amount 
Unpaid 

11430.00 
1600.00 

210.00 
—— 

1246.94 
2641.00 

510.00 
3302.00 
1639.60 

322.00 
1238.60 

866* 26 
549*80 

1S31.05 

3 37: J. 52 



for government loans, partly as a reault of bitterness at the Increase of 

twenty per cent, tax on drain tiles. One of the most important drainage 

projects in Huron Oounty was undertaken during the 'eighties, when a canal 

was cut through the sand-hills at the "Orand Bend" of the Sable Kiver, in 

order to permit the river to enter tlie lake at tha.. point! the whole area 

181 y* 

LA~0"K. 

The increased manufacture of agrioultural machinery owed itself, 

in part, to the scarcity of farm-labourers which beeane apparent in the lata 

'sixties and 'seventies. This soareity was caused byt (1) the opening-up of 

new lands! (2) the demands of tha lumbering industry! (3) the construction 

of railroads! (4) the growth of industrial plants and factoriesi the day of 

skilled lsbour was approeohing, and, moreover, it WAS claimed, the government's 

policy of "protection" direoted all manual labour into the hands of the 

136 

rmnufacturers! (8) the growth of the llvestook industries in the older settled 

areas | (6) farmers were accused of working their servants to tlie la at 

extremity, with long hours, low wages, and little time for rest and reoreatloni 
i y 

aa idee of the stringency of measures concerning farm labour may be gained 

from the fart that two young labourers who quit the employment of fclr. A. Watt, 

Hullett, In August, 1878, were fined more than $15. crash! (7) the attraction 

of young persons to the professional and oont .croial fields. 

The opening-up of new areas by the railroads was followed by 

increased demands for labour and oapital, whioh in turn stimulated industry 

and immigration. The coat of transporting agricultural products and potential 

form-labourera decreased after 1858, owing to the lowering of steamship rates, 
111 

caused by (1) the grant of government subsidies to steamship oompenies! (?) faster 
ocean orossingst in 1673, ths time necessary to oross the Atlantic was less 



than two weeks! (s) healthier conditions aboard ship! (4) an inoreased number 

cf immigrants'. The government was severely criticised for pursuing an 

"unenlightened policy" of immigration during the 'sixties. A considerable 

number of immigrants continued on to the western states, attracted by the 

Ansrlosn Homestead Act and the report of huge wlieat harvests! tliese immigrants 

140 
were ooeonpaniod by lneronsin numbers of young Cntarians* 

In 1860, the usual rate of wages for farm-libourers, per month* wss 

as followsi for summer, $12• to 114.! for winter, #7. to 310.! and for the 

whole year, $10. tc 112. Daily labourers received 50 cts. to *1., during the 

summer, and 60 cts. in winter! expert oradlers earned $1.25 per day* All these 

wages were in addition to board* Married men together with their families 

eould be hired annually at $8. par month, wages generally veiny In the form 

ef produce. In Lrcubton County, during the 'sixties, a general servant girl'a 

wages amounted to |5. or #6. per month! a housemaid or "second girl" reoeived 

141 

$4* or #5*! and a wash-woman was paid 76 ots. per day. The "let^r of instruct­

ions" Issued tc emigrant agents abroad (dated Quebec, "prll, 1862), stated 

thati "Skilled agrioultural labourers oan always find ready employment, and 

female domestic eervants are always sure of good wages and certain employment*" 

In 1870, there w*a « moderate demand for labour in some of the Huron 

townships, as followsi the number of labourers who eould expect tc find 

permanent emplepment west Ooderieh 20, Tuokersmith 60, Grey 18s the number 

who eould expect seasonal employment w*si Coderioh 20, Orey 15, Stephen 20| 

the number of female servants needed west Coderioh 30, Tuokersmith 50, Orey 

144 
20| 36 mechonies were required in Coderioh township. In 1871, there wss 

apparent in seversi parts of Ontario "a general disposition on the part of 

youth to abandon farming and overcrowd the learned professions and commercial 

148 
avocations. This trend was first noted in the neighbourhood of Clinton 



at about May, 1876i stores, schools, work-shops, and agencies were draining 

146 
the fnrms of young men. Labourers were so soaroe in Huron that harvest wages 

147 
rose to $1*76 per day. By July, 1677, $26. per month wis bain- paid to farm 

148 

labourers in several sections of Huron. In November, 1678, it waa olaimed 

that farm wares hod not fallen in proportion to the prloe of produce, and 

further, that $3*78 hod the same purchasing power, in 1878, aa had *?10. 
149 

fifteen years previously* In 1880, farm labourers were in demand in Huron 
for sight mssths of the year, at 816* to |17, per month, and board! female 

servants were in oonatant demand, at $6. to 46. per month, and board| there 

160 
was no demand for mechanics or clerks. Huron farmers generally preferred an 

181 
"old country man (to] a native Canadian ..... for real, steady work." After 

161 

1870, suggestions were advanced for the improvement of conditions of farm labouri 

(1) working hours should be improved and regulated, allowing time for recreation! 

(8) farmers should build cottages on their farms, and hire married men! (3) wagea 

should bo increased. 

During the early years of settlement in tlie Huron Tract, the self-

suffioing "family farm" waa everywhere in evidence. At about 1860, there was 

a return to this oondition. In numerous porta of the rovinoe, although Huron 

County was not similarly offeote-' until a decade later. An Important reason 
168 

for this "return" was the attitude towards farm labour, expressed thus in 18761 
"Farm labour for hire is in Canada only a transient avocation, 

there being ..... no large body of men who expect to devote their 
lives to working for wares, as every healthy end sober men oan 
easily become a land-holder." 

Another reason was the widening of the social sphere in whioh the farmer 

'moved end hod hie being." The position of each member of the family hod 

altered viaibly since the pioneer days, espeeially with respect to the feminine 

members cf the household. And although the family farm, in 1860, appeared to 

bo, structurally, but a counterpart of the pioneer family settlement, yet Its 

foundations were erected on a higher plane. 

* * * * * * * * * 
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CHAPTER VIII 

The Cultivation of Cropa. 

While tho Buron farmer waa enlarging his soolal sphere, and while 

the Huron farm was undergoing a o ample te metamorphosis in its various aspects, 

developments wsrs constantly taking plaoe in other fields, namely, the 

cultivation of orops, fruit-growing and reforestation, stock-raising, 

dairying and marketing. One might well apply Herbert Spencer'a famous 

dieturn concerning life to the farm, and submit that the farm also proceeds 

"from homogeneity to heterogeneity, from the simple to the complex*" whereas, 

in pioneer days, the Iiuron farmer's activities revolved within a small orbit, 

by the latter half of the nineteenth century, this orbit had widened immensely* 

Specialisation w«s triad and was found wanting, by a majority of farmers, 

who began to resort to o system of mixed faming* 

Each phase of mixed farming nust be studied in its individual entirety, 

in order to be clearly understood, yet theae phases, it nust be remembered, 

developed in a eonewhat parallel fashion* The growth of root-orops hod a 

profound influence upon stook-raising! reforestation effected wheat-growing| 

dairying gave on impetus to hoc-raising! and the advent of street-railwaya 

caused a revolutionary change in horse-breeding* There were sinister 

influences at work, tooi swindling salesmen preyed an the farmer, while the 

midge and the potato bug preyed on his orops. All these forces, both good 

and evil, contributed to create ths environment in wliioh tie Huron form 

grew and matured, like a living organism. 

During tho 'seventies, many Huron farmers were turning their attention 

increasingly to mixed farming, because, where one branch of afrioulturc might 

be unproductive, others might be successful. The o. inios of nunerous Hurenites 

were voiced by Hugh Love* ST.* in the report of the outh Huron Agrioultural 



Society fcr 1874i 

"Let us cultivate every interest and ne loot none. Thus 
secure from failures and sudden financial oriaes, tlie county of 
Buron may soon become eelebraied tiirouf;hoat tlte 1'ouiiJdan for 
fine fans, r,eod stock, intelligent and wealthy ianaara." 

A study of the eooora .enying tables (,,>.J. 185-188) will he useful 

in i idioati g tho development ad extent of the cur ivati >n of vnrUus crops, 

from 1850 to I860. The salient features o these tables might be said to 

be the importance of wheat end the enormous extent of its oultlvation, and 

tho Kr*duol inere*ee in the production of auoh orops as oats, barley, peas, 

notctoca, turnips, end other root oropa. Prao^loolly ever'/ township in the 

eeunty was well adopted for mixed farm! r» bv 1880. 

In 1842, cut cf 240,000 acres cf occupied land in the Iiuron district 

(excluding Bruce County/, 24,000 aores were cultivated! 0,000 cf these acres 

3 

ley in Ooderich township. The average yield of oropa in tlie 'turon Tract for 

the pericd 1840 tc 1860 was aa fellows• wheat, 26 bue«! oata, 40 bua*! barley, 

SO bua.! rye, SO bus.! potatcee, 260 bus. The township aorosga of latrom 

Oounty in 1680 was more than 700,0001 the oleared eorewpe was 440,338, of 

which 15 per cent, was devoted to pasturage, 1 per cent, to oroherda, 900 

ceres to flax eulture, end 82 par oent. was free fron Jtumpsi of tlie stumps 

remaining, only o email pereentoro was pine. Of the oleared aorenp.e, the 
emounta devoted to particular orops, and the yield per acre in eaeh inatanee, 

1 
wore os followst fall wheat, lSJt, 80 bua.! apring wheat, 123JC, 11 hue*! 

sets, lSjt, 86 bua* | barley, o%, 23 bus. | rye, 20 eorea in Coderioh, 12 buo.i 

poos, 4^C* 16 bus.! corn, limited cultivation, 36 hue.! buekwheat, limited 

cultivation, 30 bua. I potatooa, 1%, 150 bua. i turnlpa, 2,',t 450 bue.i other 

root crepe, nearly U*, 660 buci hoy, 11&£, l£ tons. 



The oropa grown in Buron Oounty may be grouped under four hoadingat 

(1) Qralnai wheat, cats, barley, rye, oorn, eto.! (2) Hoot oropst potatoes, 

turnips, manreldo, sugar-beets, etc.! (3) Qroon (or leguminous) oropsi peas, 

beana, timothy, clover, alaiko, orchard grass, etc.! (4) ydpoellaneousi sorgum* 

tebeooc* hemp, flax. 

GRAINSi 

Wheatt The importenee of the rile chared by wheat in the agrioultural and 

economic development of leneda cannot bo minimisodi the wheat eituatlon oame 

6 
to be ooneleered "the beat index of eoonomio well-beinr,. For decades wheat 

waa regarded as the meet imoortent single farm entcrpriae, chiefly because of 

ita "each return" valuei it was the ideal "frontier" product* During 1840-42, 

for example, wheat woe practically the only crop whioh brought the Canadian 

7 
farmer anything approechinr, a remunerative prioe. wlieat was indeed, wrote 

8 
on obeorver, in tho middle 'forties, "the only crop upon whioh tlie former 

(eelouloted] as a means ef bringing in each .....f a fern inoapable of producing 

••••• grain, la almeat valueleas." The average prioe of fall wheat, at Toronto, 

from 1832 to 184V, was approxinatel;, 4c 6d* per busheli the average price of 

9 
cpring wheat waa 6d. leoa per buchel. There were other reasons, however, for 

the predeminent ooeition given to Wheat-growingi (1) the productive area 

could be (and was) readily extended! (8) the groin was not too expensive to 

produce! (8) it woe o leap eystem of forming — it became almost an agricultural 

habit, — and was therefere accented b • the majority! (4) the product had 

alweye been in demand. 

The cultivation of wheat clone brought with it aaveral evila aa 

10 
well aa benefita, e.g. aoll exhaustion, which became evident in most of tho 

older settled counties in 18ee-68f a veritable train of entomological end 

fungous enemies! a negoeet of other oropa and a resultant state of agricultural 

apethwf end, conversely, too much dependence upon the success or failure cf 



ono orop. The success ef wheat production hinged upon several faotors, any 

ono of which would have been (end was) suff icient to throw the whole agrioultural 

act-up cut ef gear, during the ' f i f t i e s and ' s i x t i e s . ;>am« of tltese faotors 

ineludedt (1) economic fluctuations brought about by wars, fanines, and crop 

fa i lures! (2) natural o^eieiesi (o) ebangeo in climatet M 1 -kt , frost , he»t, 

ralnf (b) depredations of insects , funpl, e t o . j (3) th^ nrof-ress end practice 

of ee lent i f i e methods of cult ivat ion! crop rotations, f er t i i era , drainofc, 

end machinery! (4) re lat ive ly low-priood landi the di f f icul ty in thia respeet 

i s that land valuea riae in proportion to the increase in population in a 

given area, and to the resultant increased demands for lend! (6) the more 

favourable production of wlieat in other oreao, i . e . the competitive element1 

the development ef whest-growing in western Canada in later years waa t c stress 

the significance of this factor! (6) the comparative returns from new crop*, 

e g . f l ex , root orops, barley, e t c It i s quite apparent that the maximum 

paint of whcpt production i s eventually reached, at whioh t ine i t i s deemed 

expedient and more profitable to turn to other agricultural enterprises 

such as fruit-gromtng, stock-raising, or dairying. 

As early as 1862, farmers in upper Canada were be^innlnp t o ponder 
12 

about the feaa lb i l i ty of eowimg ot or crops in addition to wheat, but the 

farmers continued t o sow "wheat end more wheat" throughout the ' f i f t i e s and 

11 

'slntlec The increase in wheat production in Upper Canada from 1842 to 1860 

is revealed by the fellowing stot1stlost in 1842, 3,121,991 bushels! in 1848, 

7,668,771 buahelai in 1851, 12,874,603 buahelai end in 1860, 24,620,426 buohclc 

It is notcwethy that more than cne-quartar of tho total oorea e under cultivation 

in the Huron district in 1861, was sown in whent* 

Until 1866-66, the largest quantity of wheat exported from Huron, 

in any one year, was less than 3,000 buahela* During 1866 and 1866, more 

wheat waa sown then ever before, end 100,000 bushels, principally the growth 



ef Stanley and Tuekeremith, were shipped fro , the villa o of BR f.'eld* It was 

CC time ted that a aiiailar quant it waa ready for exnort 1 M the rerialnlnp-

towichlpc. The expansion in wheat-growing at thia time may bo traced to 

external ferceo, which increased the demand exceedingly. In 1853, the discovery 

17 
of gold in California end Auetrollo, and in 1884 the oron failures in the 

united States and Burepe caused the prioe of wheat to rise to 7s* per bushel* 

Booiprocity with the United States brought increased markets, and furnished 

sn incentive te the opening*«p of new arooa. 

Durinr, 1866-66, while the Crimean vser woo in nro^ress, the prioe 

cf wheat reached a high mark of lis* 3d. In 1866* Canadian wheat exports 

inoreesed nearly 46# over -those of 1858. The yeara 1668*69 were lean yeara, 

and were responsible for maintaining the prioe cf who*t at well over the 

dollar mark* In 1886* no rain fell etween June 23 and August 11, and there 

18 
was much distress in several ports of Huron end in truce, as well as tlirourhout 

the province* The failure cf crops that year waa a fnotor in th« pronotion 

cf tvo Oelt-Ceyley tariff of 1859. From 1660 to 1864, wlieat orops and markets 

ware mediocrei the American Civil Wer did not bring as pre^t a demand for 

Canadian wheat as hod been expected, because the North ^reduced considerable 

smentitlec during the struggle. In 1864, mere fall whert was sown in the 

eastern end eeutbern sections of Huron then had been planted in aeveral yearai 

20 
nearly every farmer in the eeunty sowed from five to twenty ooreo of fall wheot* 

The grain crop in Caneda West in 1666 was not generally heavy, except in the 

west of Stratford* but the crop cf 1866 was excellent* There was an active 

in Bnglend fcr both fall and spring wheat* in Mlohiran for fall wheat, 

and in the maritlmee and the United States generally for spring wheat* 

The enormous production of whoit in the western pert of the province, 

together with the expanalon ef the rallreef? resulted in the increased growth 

ef fleur-milli in that area* The clearing of foreata waa Bold responsible for 



111. 

tho disappearance cf stsoamo and the increasing difficult ion of the lesuer 

mllle* With relatively email rcqlrements of power and capital, xdlla tended 

to follow acttlemanti conaldoreble skill migrated from the United Statec 

Steam gradually replaced water-power* in several instances, by 1864* 

The abrogation of reoiprooit in 1866, a d orop failures in various 

oeoti-ns of the United States sent wheat prloca soaring in Torontoi fall wheat 

sold at from 90 ots. to #1,16 per bushel, and aprlng wheat at fron 80 eta. 

to $1*16. rrlcco kept adveneing to auoh on extent that it was deemed profiteble 

to import wheat from Mllwaukeel In 1870, the who t market indicated an increase 

in prices, whioh waa harmonious with a general rise in world prices, owing te 

"railroad building in the united st«tee. Central Europe, and Rueulo, the 

Opening ef the Sues Canal* and the Franco-Prussian war," and did not begin 

to recede in any marked degree until 1874. 

There wore signifloant developments wliioh accompanied wheat-rrowing 

during the 'aixties and 'aeventlea* The first was the Importance Gradually 

eooorded to fell wheat* During the 'sixties, apring wheat hod been of prime 

27 
importance in upper Concern and Huron County, but before 1880 it waa displaced 

by fell wheat. Disastrous failures ef spring wheat led farmers to plant more 

fall wheat, for example* in 1879i the result was a fine crop of fall wheat. 

In 1880* about 4*800 aores of fell wheat were sown in ooderich township, an 

89 
Increase over former yeara. The damage wrought by the midge, especially 

10 

in 1863-64, was largely responsible for the displacement of spring wheat. 

Tho depredations of thia and other insect peete were hailed by sorts farmers 

as "blessings in disguise"* for, partly beoeuae ef them, fanners were forood 
11 

to adopt mixed husbandry. With the increase of wheat-t;rowinc in the western 

section of the provinee* Goderioh became one of the most important points on 

the Great Lakes for the transshipment ef grain. The first grain elevator 

there was built in 1860 by the Buffalo and Lake Huron Hallway, to handle grain 



32 
free the schooners. But as small villages arose in the interior, following 

the oonstruotlon cf railways, Goderioh declined as a whoat-bu;dnf-, centre, and 

its place was taken by Clinton, and later, b JJeaforth. * fourth development 

was tho attention whioh was belnf, directed increasingly toward u.her (-rope, 

e*g** force orcpa, barley, end flax. In I860, it was sta'oii tliot "the failure 

of the wheat crop has shown the folly of pursuing the oultlvation of a single 

kind of crop, end relying upon it as the staple agrioultural production of 

the country* A later o' server oointed significantly to "the disposition 

manifested by wheot-growers to depend less on that sin; le and not alwaya certain 

crop* 

Along the border of Lake )T\\ron was an extrerTcly fertile spring 

wheat-growing belt, "y 1867, auoh spring varieties as Fife, Soule'o, L'eihl* 

and Treedwell appeared to ' e favourites in Ontario} by the early *aeventiea, 

88 
at least, Fife, Club, snd Red Wheat (alao spring) were being p.rown in Huron* 

In 1874, in South Buron, Fife did not yield oa well as in foncer years! Club 

turned out well, but was liable to rust! and Hod Tfocvb, while yielding well, 

bron" t from 26 etc* to SO etc. per bushel less than Fife or Club, by 1676, 

Bod fhaff wheat was becoming increasingly popular in iuront it produood 39& 

pounds of flour par bushel for James Landeabore of Tuckeranitm* In March, 

1178, a letter written by "W.I*" of Brussels, to the "Globe", indicated that 

Bed Chaff (or Farrow) wheat was rapidly degenerating in that district! inform­

ation was sought concerning the growing quel It lea of Manltolm !.- rd spring 

whent, whioh was "selling around here for $2.60 par bushel." T}» response 

was that this wheat was properly Fife, as there waa as yet no original 

Manitoba wheat. 

In 1877, Frank Govern! ook, cf WoKillop, exhibited a splendid sample 

of Ciowson wheat* whioh had yielded fifty bushels per acre? A year later. 



John Banco ford, a famer noar Clinton, revealed that he had been experimenting 

with Oolden Drop wheet. In April, 1979, Joseph Harvey, Bneefleld, sent to 

the "Olobe" some samples of wheat of wMo; he wished to learn the identity! 

they proved to be Araautka, Bice, or Wild-gooee wheat* Robert Brook praised 

Ameutka wlieat, in tl.e Huron "Expositor", ono month latert 

"I thia spring purchased sixteen bushels of this now celebrated 
Arnautka wheat for sprin?, sowi:ig. Seeing in your paper a letter 
from *̂ -. Jams Prin^le t.at this wheat would not moke good flour, 
I experimented, however. The flour turned out to be excellent." 

In 1879, alee, fell wheat of the Seott variety, measuring twenty inches in 

43 
height* was grown by a farmer in Stanley. 

The average yield in Ontario in 1860 for spring wlieat WAS twelve 

44 
bushsls par acre, and for fall wheat, twenty bushels per acre. Yet Huron formers 

often received greater retrns titan these. The evidence of T%*. Diekson before the 

Agricultural Commission eonoomlng wheat in Tuekersmith is very enlighteningi 

"We grow both spring and fall wheati but latterly there 
has been more fall whCit raised than spring wheat. The spring 
wheet has foiled from a variety of oases, such as blight, midge, 
and ao forth. The fell wheat has dona exceedingly well for the 
last 2 or 3 years, and this year (1680] a very larp.e acreage of 
it has been sown in the county of Huron. I eannot give the reason 
why fall wheat is more productive and a surer orop now then it 
was o few years age. The varieties of spring wheat crown now 
are principally ths Loot Nation, which some people oall the Vihlte 
Bussian, snd the White Fyfe ...... Lost year ny Lost Nation wheat 
crop was Injured a good deal by the midrc Tet it yielded 238

k 

bushels to ths aore of clean seed wheat, oil of wliioh was sold 
to the formers. Hy V.hlte Fyfe last yenr did not yield mora than 
17 bushels ta ths core of clean seed wheat ..... Both sorts 
were grown after a turnip oro on clean rioh soil* About 3 years 
ago, we used to raise from 28 to 33 bushels par sere of tl e Red 
Chaff spring wheat on such land} but we can't raise It ncr* •••••. 

We generally sew (fell wheat] on lend wliioh has been some 
time in pasture We plough in the spring, sometimes as late aa 
June, work it well with the cultivator or tlie gang plough during 
the o\uarer, and then supply manure ..... I think fell wheat stands 
the winter beat by being sown with a tube drill! the seed is at a 
greater and more uniform depth, and is not so likely to be injured 
by the frost* A smaller quantity of seed will do with the seed 
drill than when sown broadcast." 



Between 1878 end 1MQ* the chief verietioa of fell wheat sown la 

Buvcm wore Treodwell, Claweoa* end Soott* eooh of which am>tin<tm& townty-fivo 

bushels par acre* Spring wheat was o partial failure* yielding only eight 

bushels per acrei the chief varieties ware Fife end mwd>rn» Tho coot of 

raiexmf on core of wheat (spring or fall J in iiuron Comity in 1800 was a out 

114.6m, or tm*10 more than tho evorago of tho figures cu mitted ly Ontario 

fajxors to tho Agrioultural c inert Ml mf In 1682, large eropo of train in 

Greet Britain, and in Essropo generally* and an lnornosed supply from India* 

wore rosjponciblo for a decline in the price of breod-st; fTa? An ineroooo im 

•heavy crepe including cereals end roots . . . . . in Canada" served to offset 

the effects of thin decline 

The expansion of tho liveetock end tho cmirying industr'ee during 

who "sixties end 'eeventiee, together with tho resultant denands for pasture 

in suaner, end forego in winter, revolutloaleed cgrioulturcl rotations by 

. M I U , « tom.B in th . « ! « - « - . rf ^ . . » ! . . . I* , mi « < * * 

to the detriment of wheat. In 1178* f armors wore urged to omens) oorn* ftsagerlan 

grass* SMger-beets* and sutaemgee, —» all of which oould bo converted into 

sxosilent steek^feed* The eppearanoo of aoveral useful Sag>lsjssmts facilitated 

tha properetlon of fedderi these Ineluded straw outtere, eom-a'ellere, clover* 

iilscsilisj, amoMnoa, turnlp-ollccr-j, and roct poller!? A stud;; of the accompanying 

tablcm( pp. 185-188 ) will indioeto the extant of tho cultivntion ef grain 

orops bstwoan 1860 and 1BP0. TW ereoteet gains were node in tho production 

of Indian oorn* oata* peae, end berley* Bye and uekwhe'it were never frown 

to amy groat extent in %ron Coonty. 

Octet Oats began to reocrd o groat gain during the *slxtlec* especially 

os o stcc*-focd* Oct-meel mills* moreover, began to bo ereefcod in Iiuron 

County daring the *eeventlel? In 1800* the coat of raisin,-; oats in "uron woo 

about §8*60 to $20*00 per aoroi tha average selling ->rlo© wm 55 ots. per bushel. 



Toblei Crop Production* 1846-701 

1846 
Prb^uot Be. of bus. 

1650 
Be. of bua. 

18 £ 
Ho. of bus. 

Wheat 

Barley 

Oata 

Peas 

Indian corn 

Bye 

Buckwheat 

Beana 

Potatoes 

Turnips 

Other root orops 

Boy 

Flax 

Tobacco 

ample sugar 

306,726 

13,143 

174*716 

-

7,118 

1*073 

481 

-

-

-

-

• 

300 1 s . 

Small amount 

194,225 l b s . 

292,949 

13,018 

215,416 

64*667 

6*322 

2,181 

673 

-

110,913 

143,728 

297 

12*823 (tons) 

7,869 l b c 
(including hemp) 

m 

361,721 l b s . 

618,452 

362,462 

1,809,830 

642,888 

8,691 

1,468 

1,466 

1,571 

606,322 

1,106,738 

142*142 

83,719 (tons) 

18,019 1 s . 
(home-dressed) 

1,012 l b s . 

376,607 l b s . 

1 Figuroc fcr 1848 (vid. Brown, J. ., p* 301) 
snd for 1650 (vid. Can. Agric, vol* IV* 1852, 
pp. 136-6| end Strickland, vol. I, p. 269) ore 
for the Huron distrlst, excluding Hruoe County. 
Figures for 1870 (vid. Hist, sketch of iiuron, 
p. v) ore far Huron County proper. 

2 The eereafo devoted to particular produces In 1848 
wae as follows! Wheat, 22,054 aoa| barley, 724 acs.I 
cats, 7,468 ooc! Indian corn, 406 aos.i rye, 72 
ees.! buckwheat, 20 acs. 

1 In 1870, Huron produced 7,121 lbs. of hops* 



TABLEi Production of Crops in Buron. 1860i 

TOWNSHIP 

Ashfield 

Biddulph 

Colbome 

Ooderieh 

lay 

Hullett 

IfeGlllivray 

Sollllop 

Stanley 

Stephen 

Tuokersmith 

Usborne 

Wawanosh 

Popula­
tion Acreage 

682 

1621 

847 

3698 

764 

524 

1328 

696 

1489 

496 

1400 

874 

422 

64184 

39154 

33313 

51777 

52886 

53432 

66606 

62140 

44800 

54725 

41000 

42751 

83593 

Aerec Acres 
Under Under Wheat 
Crop Pasture(bo.) Barley Oata 

876 

1260 

2460 

6671 

783 

845 

3601 

1495 

3988 

1126 

3846 

1271 

411 

218 

260 

364 

2063 

290 

78 

412 

313 

232 

369 

990 

856 

49 

2719 

6301 

8236 

28363 

4190 

4136 

18346 

7407 

19664 

3872 

18373 

490.. 

2766 

122 

248 

288 

867 

142 

165 

100 

216 

268 

159 

389 

217 

• 

1966 

5361 

5693 

17206 

2089 

3229 

12565 

5967 

9282 

2998 

14689 

4032 

1300 

Rye 

-

770 

778 

-

4 

-

-

81 

10 

-

-

19 

Buck­
wheat Peaa 

-

-

30 

71 

59 

-

-

10 

126 

-

-

10 

• 

890 

1183 

1726 

3727 

597 

1039 

3660 

2116 

1918 

1260 

4442 
as BU l w 

1166 

196 

Ch-
Indian Pe- Turn- ley Butter esse 
Corn tatoee lpa (tone) (lbaj (Be*) 

33 9160 1162 192 358 -

58 2290 3709 288 27 15 

411 12067 2396 587 3896 2225 

1089 22964 4894 1401 10687 110 

352 2545 2240 T.44 800 230 

12 3016 521 79 566 30 

118 9820 1064 617 

15 5577 888 301 2311 290 

980 12979 465 1019 3408 

20 3220 2C70 269 412 

44 9662 2574 966 5176 3267 

232 4027 5547 452 1124 

10 4841 500 71 

Production of man el wurtels - 100 bus. in Goderioh, and 2 bus. in Colbome. 

*Ko figures available for Srey, Howiok, SSorris end Turnberry, 
whioh were not settled until after 1850. 



Tablet Production of Cropa in Huron, 1880• 
Fell Spring 
Wheat Wheat Barley 

lOWNSHIP" 
Oats 'eas Corn HKL 

Other 
root 

Potatoes Tumipe crops 

X TT 
Ashfield 

( Biddulph 

Colbome 

Ooderich 

• Orey 

Hey 

Howiok 

Hul l e t t 

( msOil l ivray 

e x c K i l l o p 

Morris 

Stanley 

Stephen 

* Tuokersmith 

Turnberry 

Usborne 

/ewonooh 

12 ^ 

16* 

10* 

7 , 

10* 

7 i 

1S< 

1 5 / 

9% 

10* 

10* 

154 

-

14.* 

15* 

16; o 

10* 

25 

-

26 

26 

15 

15 

-

20 

20 

18 

15 

20 

15 

22 

20 

25 

19 

20* 

8% 

151 

4 * 

5 ' 

3 * 

1 3 . 

10 , 

-

6* 

St 

10% 

r» 

8 * 

8* 

io ; 

4 * 

12 

-

16 

10 

8 

10 

-

10 

8 

12 

8 

12 

6 

12 

10 

10 

9 

2,* 

16* 

6* 

2 

1% 

$< 

4.o 

6* 

6* 

5t. 

2* 

10* 

•» 

8,o 

3 * 

8* 

1 .6* 

30 

em 

25 

25 

20 

30 

*e> 

25 

20 

30 

30 

SO 

15 

35 

25 

25 

20 

8* 

16* 

15/. 

6* 

6* 

5* 

20* 

mat 
070 

7^ 

10* 

10* 

10* 

me 

10* 

10* 

l o ; 

8* 

40 

-

40 

36 

25 

36 

-

40 

30 

40 

30 

40 

30 

40 

40 

40 

38 

8* 

8* 

IO.' 

1* 

s,; 

1* 

10* 

5* 

ee 

8* 

6* 

20 

em 

20 

20 

16 

20 

-

20 

-

20 

20 

Bone 

Bone 

5* 

5* 

-

6* 

SO 

26 

20 

20 

-

-

am em 

1* SO 

Bone 

1 * 40 

-

None 

5,.' 55 

Bone 

-
Very 

l i t t l e 

Hone 

-

-

-

. 5 * SO 

10>. 1 

• * 1 

16* 1 

1 4 * 1 

10* -

4 * 1 .6 

20* -

10* 1.6 

10* 1 

15* 1 .5 

10* 1 

10* 1 

1 

12* 1 .5 

10* 1 .6 

10* 1 .6 

10* 1.25 

l/o 160 

1* -

1* 200 

• 5 * 150 

1 * 100 

• 8 * 70 

1/? -

1* 160 

. 6 * 100 

1 * 160 

• 5 * 100 

• 5 * 200 

60 

1* 400 

1* -

6* 500 

1 * 4 0 0 

1 * 1 0 0 

I * 500 

2 * -

2 * 500 

• 2 * 600 

2 * -

2 * 200 

1* 500 

- 600 

1* 400 

.6* - ] 

1* 600 

• 1 * 500 

- -

1* 500 

I * -

. 2 6 * 800 

. 2 * 500] 

-

• 5 * 600 

• 5 * 500 

-

10 160 1*6* 500 1 . 5 * 500 

1 100 

1 * 200 

2 * 400 

S* 450 

• 5 * 100 1 . 5 * 600 

-

-

Hone 

A - Proportion of acreage devoted to a particular oroo. 
Y - Average yield in bushels per acre (in the case of 

hay, yield is in tons per acre). 
* - Carrots and mangolds grow well in these townships. 

Cultivation of flaxt Coderioh,200 aores, MeKillop, 
400 aores, MsOillivray, 100 acres, Hay, 300 aores, 
(yield - 12 bus. per nore)j of buckwheat1 Ooder­
ich, 20 ooreo, (yield - 30 bua. per acre)! of ryot 
(roderioh, 20 acres, (yield - 12 bus. per aore). 



Tablet The eonditlon of the land in Huron County in 18801 

T0W5SHIP 

Ashfield 

[Biddulph 

Colbome 

Coderioh 

Grey 

Hey 

Howiok 

Hul l e t t 

[MeGill ivray 

HsKlllop 

Morris 

Stanley 

Stephen 

Tuokersmith 

Turnberry 

Usborne 

Wawanosh 

Popule- Acreage 
t i c a i n c f 
1880 Township 

8628 

2662 

1875 

2952 

4047 

3298 

6193 

S378 

S76S 

3682 

3372 

5223 

1644 

3411 

2469 

2740 

4687 

64184 

39154 

S3S1S 

51777 

63935 

62886 

67228 

53432 

66506 

52140 

55244 

44800 

54725 

41000 

34800 

42751 

83593 

Bomber 
of cleared 

• acres 

3S14S 

24039 

21547 

27684 

29002 

25584 

S6661 

33015 

44310 

27000 

29903.6 

31860 

18071 

28814 

22000 

106 24 

45490 

I 
A 

26* 

16* 

16* 

12* 

«. 

80* 

50* 

25* 

82* 

89* 

10* 

8 6 * 

20* 

-

15* 

15* 

B 

26* 

50* 

50* 

75* 

S3* 

86* 

50* 

96* 

dO/o 

40* 

25* 

All 

-

80* 

30* 

70* 

35* 

C 

10* 

16* 

10* 

15* 

10* 

9* 

15* 

15* 

22* 

16* 

10* 

SO* 

-

20* 

10* 

12* 

18* 

9 

2* 

1 * 

1* 

2* 

1* 

1* 

1* 

1* 

• 5 * 

1 / 

1* 

1* 

em 

1* 

1* 

1 * 

. 8 * 

Chief products o f 
township and what I t 
i s b e s t adapted f o r . 

Grain-nrowinr, and s t o c k - r a i s i n g . 
Wheat, b e r l e v , o a t s , peeef g r a i n - 1 
growing! a [Art nood f o r s t o c k - r a i s i n g 1 
end dairying* J 
Grain! fjrain^nrowing. 

Wheat, bar ley , onto! s toek-ra ia lng or 
da iry ing . 

Kheat. Mixed farming. 

s h e e t , cave , bar l ey , oorn. Beat 
adapted f o r grain-growing. 

Bquel for gra in , etock-raiaimg, snd 
dairying. 
Orain. c a t t l e , horse s , sheep, swine, 
ana dairy produce! b e s t adnpted for 
mixed farming* 
Fa l l wnpot, bar ley , and. oata: adapted 1 
for grai n-[yowing, a t oak-ra i s ing , or 1 

Mixed farming and da iry ing . 

Grain and s tock . 

'Well adapted for a l l grrain g e n e r a l l y . 

Wheat, o a t s , b a r l e y , s t o c k - r a i s i n g . 

Wheat, bar ley , o c t e t mixed farming and 

Mixed f arming. 
Wheat, bar ley , oa ta , some f r u i t . 
Exports: horses , c a t t l e , sheep. 
Adapted for mixed farming. 
YTieat, o»»ttlo. Grr.in-growing, s tock-
r a i s i n g , and dairying* 

A - Per cent, of standing timber. C • Per cent, of pasture lands. g 
B - Prop, of lend cleared of atumpa. D - Par oent. of oroharda. S 
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Corni Indian oorn, or maisc, wns oultivated only on a snail scale, prior 

66 
to 1856. From 1860 to 1870 Its growth in Ontario Increased by half, especially 

in the southern part of the south-western peninsula (e.g. the counties of 

Essex and Kent). With the deoline i.i the production of pens, ns a result of 

the damage caused by the pea-weevil in Huron County from 1874 to 1880, oorn 

began to be planted extensively, and American oorn begnn to be Imported in 

lor e quantities. For some time, American corn-fed oattle had been considered 

69 
inferior to Canadian oattle, whioh were fed on roots and straw. By 1874, 

many South Huron farmers were beginning to peroeive the merits of planting 

horse-tooth oorn for fodderj one and one-half acres, sown broadcast, would 

60 
yield enough to feed seven oows, twice daily, for six weeks. The oost of 

raising oorn in Huron, in 1630, wna about $16 per aorej the average selling 

price WP8 from 40 to 50 ots. per bushel. 

Barlcyt From 1864 to 1676, Canadian-grown barley found extreme favour with 

Amerioan i rewersj in 1664, it was considered by many fnrmers as a more profitable 

orop than wheat. I-i 1865, in the rush oefore the abrogation of reciprocity, 

four-fifths of Ontario's orop of barley was sold to American tuyers for 

nearly five million dollara. After 1666, exportations decreased, but by 1869, 

62 
more barley was sent to the United States than ever before. Dy 1876, barley 

grown in Canada West wns selling in New York for from 25 to oO cts. more 

than barley grown in New York stete. The oost of oultlvoting barley in Huron, 

in 1860, waa |16. par oorei the average selliig prioe wns 67 cts. per bushel. 

BOOT CHOPS: Ever ainoe the early 'thirties Huron County was considered to 

63 
be an exoellent area for the cultivation of root orops. Root orops not 

only provided excellent stock feed, but also supplied a hoe orop whioh helped 

to clean the land of weeds, and to permit more extensive crop rotations, 

thus helping to retard the exhaustion of the soil. Ontario farmers began to 

64 
sow roots on an increasing acreage by the 'sixties. 
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Potatoesi Potatoea formed an imaortont part of the orops of nost farmers, 

and their production inercooed steadily, subject to olimatio conditions, 

although the cutput waa somewhat disrupted by the advent of tho potato 

beetle during the 'seventies'J In 1871, the Oederioh Horticultural Society 

distributed samples of two new varieties of potatoes (Breese's Peerless, and 

King ef Eorlice) tc mombcra* In 1676, Mr* A.M. MoOlll Allan, Ooderieh, displaced 

a new variety ef potato hybridised by himself, known as Allan's Hybrid. 

During the next three yeara, !•>. Allan successfully grew sweet potatoes in 

the open air! *ome of his specimens wieghed six >ounds. Favourite potatoea 

cultivated In Iiuron included Early Roae, Late Hoee, and Karly Vermont! 

Brawnell'a Superior ripened late, and inolincd to become watery, thereby 

losing ite popularity. Many varieties of potatoea were ctill being experimented 

with, around 1861. Until this time the Roses were oonsldered the "est for 

general cultivation, but many claimed that they were "running out"! the 

Beauty of Hebron was well-liked for early use, but it oould not be depended 

69 
upon tc produce a full orop. 

Turnips, mcnr.olds, oarrotai Turnip- end carrot-growing matches were 

sponsored by o few agrioultural soeieties (c.f> Eto>iooke, and York) in the 

early 'sixties, but evidence indicates that similar matches were not held in 

Huron until o decode later. Such competitions hod extremely beneficial 

70 
results* for they lessened the farmers' aversion to the oultlvation of roots. 

The dependence ef Huron formers generally upon turnips for stook-feed reoeived 

a rude Jolt in 1866, when the failure of turnlpa throughout the oounty 

attracted attention to the need for an additional forage orop} 

An idea cf the attitude towards turnip cultivation, at about 1868, 

mev be gained from the following letter, written by a iluronltei 
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"By turnips t lis year were a fairly good oropj had 
they been muoh larger, they oould not have got into the 
turnip cutter I put them in drills thirty inches 
apart, and thinned them to twenty inohes in tho drill. 
Turnips are sown, not with the idea of any imnodiate profit, 
but for two other reasonsi (1) to olean the land of woods! 
and (2) to provide a stock of green feed for oattle 
I should like to state that I sow rape, and find it useful 
for turning cattle on, to give the grass a chance [to grow]." 

The banner root-growing township in Huron, until 18 0, at least, 

was Tuokersmith, whioh had the greatest yisld per aore in turnips (1,1034 bus.), 

mangolds, (1,140 bus.), and oerrots (1,120 bus.). In 1874, the winner of 

the Huron County competition in turnips produood 847 bushels per aore, and the 

winner in mangolds produced 1099 bushels| the average yield for tho oounty 

74 

was 500 and 700 bushels, respectively. The ohampion mangold grower in Huron, 

during the 'aeventies, was John Shepperd, cf Tuokersmith, who produood specimens 

"as large as a men's leg." 

Sugar, bootsi During the 'sixties, determined but unsuccessful efforts were 

mads to introduce the growth of the sugar beet into Ontario. From February, 

1869, until June, 1872, sporadie artieles on beet-root sugar, written by 

"Veetis", appeared in the "Canada Farmer." The sugar beet was editorially 
71 

reoowmended as a "cash crop," and in 1671, an incipient "Canadian Beet-Root 

Sugar Company," with strong English backing, attempted to secure governmental 

recognition. It became the practice of agrioultural sooieties, during the 

'seventies, to offer prisss for beet-root culture! eventually munioipal grants 

were made for the acme purpose. 

ORBEB CROPSi Orcen (or leguminous) orops inoludcd peas, beans, timothy, 

clover, trefoil, alaiko, and orohard grass, the last five of whioh, along with 

grain-straw, were used in making hay. Peas were a highly popular orop, and 

provided suitable fodder! the ravages of the pea-bug caused great oonoera about 

the problems of stock-feeding and crop-rotation. Beans were not grown to 

any greet extent in Huron, prior to 1880, at least. 



HayI The production of hay increased considerably between in50 and 1880, 

especially after alsikc, trefoil, and other clovers gained a foothold, and 

78 
were distributed by county societies. By 1880, permanent pas uros were best 

obtained by ihironitec by sowing a mixture of red and wilte olover, timothy, 

olsiks, and orchard grcaa. In 1844, a Toronto seed-merchant advertised* among 

other imported English seeds, orchard grass, whioh by 1875 was being sown as 

79 
a valuable addition to the hay crop. During the Sanson of 1876, John Ctinson, 

Usborne, raised #160 worth of ha' and 100 worth of olover oced, on five aores, 

* 80 
overof ing $50 per acre. Two years later, Robert Pergusson, icKillop, delivered 

81 

in Seaforth a mammoth load of hay whioh weighed more then tliree tons* In 

January, 1879, a Huron subscriber wrote to the "Olobe," oonoem'ng the priee 

of olover aeed in Great Britaini "There are large fields of olover seed grown 

in this oounty, and the above Information will be uaeful to !\ large number 

of subscribers as well as myself." The answer to thia letter was to the 

effect that in 1877, olover seed in England was worth £9.00 per sixty pounds, 

and in 1878 wns valued at only half that amount! according to English dealers, 

however, the price was exoeeted te rise again shortly. 

BISCELLAKEOJf; CROPS t 

Sorgumi In 1877, the planting of sorgum or sugar oane by Huron fermere 

was advocated, in order to remedy the shortage of sugar caused by the gradual 

depletion of maple forestsi "the manufacture of syrup from the maple tree 

(had] become almost a thing of the pest." Moreover, the famer no longer 

had tine to devote to the preparation ef maple ayru >• Thus it developed that 

durinr the late 'aeventies, several farmers along the shore of Lake Huron 

procured sorgum seed, for testing purposes. At first, owing to a crude 

method of refining, the project did not appear to be advantageous. But 

following the adoption of better refining, the syrup found a ready sale 
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In the local markets, et about sixty cents per gallon. "Karly Amber" was 

the most popular variety of sorgum, both as a crop, and for the quantity 

end quality of syrup produced from it. The average yield reported by Huron 

farmers was from 100 to 166 gallons of syrup par acre. It was suggested 

that the growth of sorgum should be encouraged by the awardi r of prises 

by agricultural soeieties, and by municipal grants, similar to those offered 

88 

for the manufacture of beet-sugar. 

Tobaccoi tebocco-growing wns carried on only on a small scale in Huron* 

prior t c 1880, end wns usually grown for domestic usej in fnot, the tobneoo 

industry, generally, in Canada, wns largely dependent upon imports of the 

raw material. In 1864, A.B. Brownaon* of Bayfield, wrote to the "Canada 

Parmer", for information on curing and manufacturing home-grown tobacco. 

In a eeeond letter , in 1866, he stated that he had acted on the advice 

received, end now made his own tobacco, whioh he sold at six cents per pound. 

During the fal l cf 1877, John Carrlok, of Exeter, had on his fr.rr. a stalk 

ef tobacco, of tho Roanoke variety, whioh eontained 514 seed bulbs, and 

whioh waa nearly aeven feet in height, and four and one-half inches in 
16 

circumference at the base. 

The consumption of tobaeoo par capita in Canada, from 1861 to 1871, 

inereaeed only ten per oent., that is, from 1.804 pounds to 1.985 pounds. 

An increase in the tariff-rate in 1870 was followed by a marked, though 

fluctuating, increase in the consumption of Canadian-grown tobaeoo, especially 

after 1680* There were o number of oi or factories scattered throughout 

western Ontariot one of thess, at Ouelph, in 1878, employed thirty persons 
67 

who manufeetured more than 25,000 cigars weekly. Only a small percentage 

ef Huron's tobacco reached theae manufactories, however. 

Hemlock Parki Hemlock berk, although not strictly o orop, was considered 
a remunerative product, because cf its use in the tanning industry. Under the 



Notional Pclloy tariff of 1679, it was to be admitted to Canada duty-free? 

In Ostober, 1881, n.G. Smith, of Goderioh, wrote a letter to the "Globe", 

urging the imposition of on expert duty tax on hemlock bark, thus keeping 

Canada's supply inteet, and preventing unaerupulouo people from stripping 

the trees end leaving them as fuel for forest fires, — as had happened in 

Michigan and was even then oeoirring "along the shores of Lake Huron." 

Hempi As early as 1794, attempts hod been made in Canada to encourage 

90 
the cultivation cf hempi in 1802, a governmental bounty of El200 wno 

91 
established fcr hemp-growing, but nothing resulted from this gesture. 

The growth of hemp was not carried on to any great extent in Huron County, 

except as an adjunct te flex-growing. In 1848, George Leveraage advertised 

in the Huron "Signal" the manufacture of ropes made from henp wliioh he 

himself had grown! he had "acid large quantities ..... in Stratford and 

[the] neighbourhood." 

Flex I The oouree cf agriculture was profoundly disturbed, between 1858 

and 1866 by the growth of a produot which had a short-lived popularity, and 

which declined almost as rapidly as it had cone to the fore. Tnis produot 

was flax. During 1844, the "British American Cultivator" had sought to 
93 

stimulate interest in flex-growing, but little resulted from its eruaade. 

In 1848* W.O. Edmundson, of Whitchurch (York County), grew 600 bushels of 

flax seel, end five years later, at the suggestion of Adam Ferguaeon, the 

Board of Agrloulture set aside a small plot for flax, on its ill fated 

experimental farm. The Huron distrlst produood 3000 "P->s* of flax in 1848* 

•7 
and 7*369 lba. of flax and hemp in I860. During 1851 nd 1682, the 

"Canadian Agriculturist" championed the onuso of flax, beoauee of the 

96 
prospective market in Great Britain. Interest in the produot was increased 

by the act ef Fred bidder, on behalf of the Oanada Company, in showing 
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the Donlnn Flax Machine, of English raanufaotv.re, a t the Toronto provinoial 
99 

exhibition in 1862! this machine was later presented to the Hoard of Agriculture. 

The production of flax in Upper Canada expanded from 59,660 lbs. 

in 1862 to 1,276,937 lbs. in 1862* Factors wliioh contributed to thia great 
101 

expansion inoludedi (1) the American Civil v.or, wliioh halted the flow of 

cotton from the South (flax was the only known substitute for cotton)! 

(l) the search for a profitable crop whioh would necessitate the abandonment 

of eingle-eropping methods, suoh as wheat-growingi (3) the suitability of 

certain distriots for flax- rowing, whether because of soil, climate, or 

labour, or a combination of «u\, of these minor factors i a clay loan on a 

subsoil of olay, a humid climate, and a supply of German labour contributed 

to the success of flax cultivation! and (4) the activities of certain 

Individuals, such as ̂ f.D. Perlne and J. A. Donaldson. 

Two so itching mills were established by W.D. Ferine in Waterloo 

County, one at Doom (1864) and the other at Concstoga (1861). The suocess 
102 

of Perlne'a enterprise was acoelerated by the German element in that district, 

and by the readiness of formers to cultivate from fifteen to twenty aores of 

flax regularly. By 1861, a third mill, owned by i'ossrs. Hlaikie and Alexander, 

was in operation at Nerval (Bolton County). J.A.Donaldson, tlie Canadian 

emigration agent at Londonderry, Ireland, might well be oailed "the emissary 

of flax culture" in Canada during tha 'sixties. As a result of his efforts, 

Upper end Lower Canada eaoh ordered three flax machines, menufaetured by 

Kowon and Brothers, of Belfast. The machines in Upper Canada were distributed 

aa followsi one at London, one at Kingston, and tho third "as tlie Board of 

Agriculture sew fit?* 

From 1863 to 1867, there was great activity among farmers and 

manufacturers* with respect to flex cultivation. In 1B64, the western part 

of Upper Canada contained forty scutching mills and two linen manufactories; 
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by 1866* there were one hundred mills in the provinee, three linen manufactories, 

end feotorles whioh manufactured linseed oil, oil oake, and flax machinery. 

In 1865, the government imported large quantities of Riga flax seed, whioh 

was distributed tc farmor*. The orop of 1866 was harvested from nearly 

106 
12*000 eerea, grown principally In Wellington and Waterloo Countiea. 

By 1868, the flex "furore" beg>n to abate, and Manufacturing firms 

began to oleee their doors. The ooiolusion of the Civil War brought about 

a decline in the prlae of cotton* and outomatloally deoreeaed tlie value of 

flax* Moreover, wheat, eats, and barley began to bring in high priees, and 

106 
farmers turned once a?ain to the familiar grain ercps* By 1871, there were 

only twenty-four ssutching mills in operation in Ontario, and ten of these 

107 
were located in the Perth-Wellington-Waterloc district* It is significant 

that while flax-growing declined generally in the province, after 1888* 

it began tc thrive in !faron County, which produood 18*059 pounds of home-

dressed flax in 1170* 

The soil of Huron County, espeeially in the south, was oonsidored 

Ideal for flax-growino Flam was deemed an excellent crop to rot the sod and 

109 
to make grass grow) thus it helped to produoe good hay crops* The cultivation 

of flax was on expensive undertaking, in that the average coat psr acre 

was neefly 119! it waa arduous. In that hand-labour was almost exclusively 

required* These two difficulties were surmounted by the policy adopted by 

several mills of supplying the farmers with sseds and paying them #12 per 

aore for their flax* and by the existence of the German settlements In Hey 

township* whence came many capable flax-pullers. In order to make flax-

growing profitable* it was advisable to sow not more than 10 or 16 acres 

on a lOO-aere farm* A fair yield of flax* per sore, was 25) pounds, dressed* 

which sold fcr fSOi 15 bushels ef linseed per aore were also considered a 

fair yield. In 1861, Canadian flax sold in England at from B80 to E80 sterling, 
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per ton* — or from 16 to 20 ots* per lb* In 1877-76, flax sold at l\ ots* 

per lb*, but two years later It brought 12 to XZ\ eta* par 1 . Flex was 

usually manufactured during the winter, and sold in the spring, as i t was 

not prefitabls to retain It until summer* Tlie market for flax, during the 

'seventies* was ohiefly Boston and New York, although muoh of Huron's fleas 
111 

went to Peterson, Hew Jersey* 

During the 'seventies* at least five flan? mills were functioning 

in the southern pert of Huron Count/* — at Seaforth* Zurich, fttetor* Clinton* 
111 

end Creditott* The Seaforth mill* owned and operated by Arraitaga, Seattle, 

snd Company* supplied seed to farmers, whom it paid to sow the crop* From 

seventy-five to one hundred and fifty labourers were hired by tlie firm te 

harvest the flax* which was dressed* the various forms being known as 

"dressed flex", "coarse tow", and "fine tow". An incentive to tlie production 

of flax in the Zurich area was provided by an annual ootipotition for a prise 

offered by the Zurich mill to the farmer who drew the largest load of flex 

to the mill. In 1877, nine teams contested at the drawing* Which was held 

at the farm of John TTllson, on the London Roadj William Bradley* who drew 

9*460 pounds, woo adjudged the winner* The expense involved in the "working-

up" of flax in that distrlst* in 1877* was estimated at nearly £20*000* 

In December of the some year, a large quantity of tow woo sliipped frow the 

Exeter flex mills* The flax erop in Huron in 1878 provided the best harvest 

up to that timsi labour was so soaree that the Exeter firm had to employ 

Indians from the Sarnie district* to pull its flax* At Clinton* operations 

wore suspended by the owner, Mr* Forester, during 1879, but in the spring 
118 

of 1180* he planned to aow 400 aores of flax. The mill at Crediton employed 
117 

about one hundred workers* 
At provincial agricultural exhibitions* Huron County did not 

eehieve ss greet success in its presentation of grains and vegetables as it 



did l.i other phsses of egrioulturo, e.g. fruit-growing, and stock-raising. 

Prior to 1882, only eight awards were reoeived by huronitee for orop 

exhibits. In 1865, prises were received for spring wheat, white marrow-fat 

peas, and oarret81 in 1877, for field , eas, onions* and timothy seed! end 

in 1881,'for field peas and White Russian wheat. The primary reason far 

this deficiency is that Ruronites eonfined their exhibition of orops ehiefly 

to local fairs. 
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By the late 'seventies, it was beooming evident that the Ontario 

farmer was produeing, on an equal area of land, more than the Quebec farmer, 

of wheat, barley, peas, oorn, turnips, and other roots. The Quebec farmer, 

on the other hand, was produeing more of oats* rye, beans, buokwheat, potatoes, 

hoy, and olover aeed* It la evident, as a result of this study of the 

cultivation ef orops in Huron* that the Huron farmer's produoe approximated 

to that of the average Ontario farmer. In the realm of fruit-growing, however, 

Huron's production surpassed the provincial average* 
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CBAPTEB IX 

Fruit-Orowinp; and Bcforostatlon. 

FRUIT-QROWIKO. 

Fruit-growing was eseentlolly among the later pursuits of the settler 

in a new regionj where every foot of ground hod to be oloared before the spade 

eould enter in, the necessities of life had to be considered f'rst. During 

the first two decades of Huron County's history, little wns aeoorapliahed in 

the way of fruit-growing for foreign consumption. By 1850, however, much of 

the land had been oloared, and when Huronitoo realised that their county was 

an excellent fruit-growing area, aeveral growers began to plant trees. Ths 

lucresed interest in planting fruit-trees during the late 'forties is indisated 

by an item whioh appeared in the Toronto "Weekly Glowsn, September 23* 1848, 

1 
advertising 40,000 apple trees , and many other fru i t - trees , for sale . As early 

2 
as 1652, a frui t - tree nursery existed near Goderioh, An interesting note oonoern-

3 
ing fruit-growing in Huron in 1855 is to be found in Moore's "Rural Hew Yorker"i 

"Many a one, on hia humble farm far away toward Lake Huron 
is familiar with the best apples, pears, plums, and other fruit, 
end not a few have obtained the best trees of the celebrated 
nurseries of Monroe County. Fron Buffalo, too, they have drawn 
a liberal supply." 

By 1866, Goderioh and the immediate neighbourhood had become well-

known in the realm of fruit-growing. Professor George Buokland was worm in 

his praise of Huroni 

"Pouches, grapes, and the finer kinds of apples, penrs, and 
stone fruits oome to greet perfection, as do all the cultivated 
crops of the garden, — an provinoial, as well as local exhibitions, 
hove demonstrated* It wns gratifying to find in this remote part 
of tha province that the beautiful art of horticulture is so success­
fully cultivated. A well-managed nursery, of nearly one hundred 
acrea, exists In the vicinity, whioh I had not an opportunity of 
seeing, I wms oertainly surprised to find agriculture in so advanced 
a state in thia fine section. One is apt to associate with what 
was a few years since known by the term, 'Huron Tract', primitive 
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settlements and extensive forests. Now, upon enquiry, I found 
that in the more advanced townships, fully three-fourths of the 
land has already been oleared, and as the trees are nearly ell 
hard-wood, the stumps in many places have entirely disappeared." 

In 1872, a oomuittee on fruit in Huron County, appointed by the 

Ontario Agrioultural Association, had this statement to make, following a 

1 
tour of Goderioh and Stanley townshipsi 

"We would olaas the County of Huron as equal to any section 
of Canada for apples, poors, and plums! for grapes, peaches, and 
the more tender varieties of fruit, the belt along the shore of 
Lake Buron is almost if not fully equal to the Niagara diatriot. 
In all sections of the oounty, fruit--rowing is end oan be made 
profitable. Young orchards are being planted largely, and in a 
few years this oounty will be one of the best fruit-producing sections 
of Canada." 

Fruit-growing in Huron grew by leaps and bounds, and by 1880, 6,640 

acres were under orchard end garden. Of thia amount, 4,670 ao: ea oonsisted 

of applesi 330 of plums I 100 of grapesi 90 of peara| 62 of peachesj 50 of 

strawberries! and about 80 acres of other small fruits, including sherries, 

6 
apricots, nectarines, quinces, raspberries, blackberries, and currants. 

The fine quality of Huron fruit is attested by the large number of prises won 

in this division of agricultural produoe at the annual provinoial exhibitions. 

(Vid. tabic, p. 74). 

Apples. Apple orchards began to >e.cultivated generally in Huron County 

about 1856-58, and by 1874 were bearing heavily! by 1880, ap l e s were the 

most widely-grown frui t , constituting 4,170 acres, out of 6,540 aores 
7 

devoted to fruit-growing. Until 1866, Canada had imported Anerloan apples, 

but in that year, the t ide began to turn. By 1874, attention was being paid 

to the select ion of the best paying var ie t ies , especial ly those suited to 

the European market. Canadian ap les were --©ginning to find considerable 

8 
favour in bngland. By 1880, Huron farmers agreed on three points concerning 

apple-growingt 
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(1) thot winter apples were preferred to summer and fall varieties! 

(8) that too many species of apples were already grown, and thot, 
accordingly, no more new speoiC3 should be added! 

(1) that hitherto, siss and quantity had been stressed at the expense 
of actual merit and quality. 

When orchards were young, snd the apple market was locally oonfined, growers 

vied far the production of the largest number of varieties. Agrioultural and 

horticultural sooieties encouraged this emulation by offering premluns for 

the largest display! by 1880, however, the tendency was to award prises for 

choice quality and ao ual merit. In 1881, Huron produood a harvest of 

435,000 barrels. 

The simultaneous appearanae of pears, plums, and other fruits, 

rendered the summer apple, relatively, of less importance then the later 

varieties. The supply of summer apples often far exoeeded the demand, and 

9 

the surplus was frequently fed to liveetock, or left to rot on the ground. 

Cider-manufacturing was conducted only to a limited extent, by amateurs. 

Many farmers shipped dried apples in large quantities. The most popular 

summer apple was tha Red Astrachan, a fine desaert and oookinc apple. Other 

favourite dessert or eating apples were Early Strawberry, summer Paarman, 

Primate, Early Joe, and Summer Rose. The best cooking varieties were Keswick 

Codlln, Early Harvest, Benoni, Ponme Royals, snd Indian Rare Ripe. The 

overage prioe for summer apples was from 60 oents to 80 cents per bushel! 

in 1880, the average prioe sank to sn averago of 35 cents per bushel. 

By 1880, the Huron district wss also overstocked with many varieties 

of fall apples. The 'aitland, a prolific and regular bearer, was highly 

esteemed, es was the Alexander. The best cooking apples were Alexander, 

Beauty of Kent, Howthornden, and Taylor Fish, the last-named being on English 

variety* green in colour. The favourite fell dessert applea were Famouse 

(or Snow), Oravcnatein, St. Lawrence, Porter, and Uelon. Other varieties 



were Cayuga Red Streak, Duchess of Oldenburg* Maiden's Blush, and Blenheim 

Orange. The average prioe for foil apples was from 70 cents to 80 oents. 

Practically all growers in iiuron were turning their attention to 

cultivating winter varieties! in fact, several farmers were top-grafting 

summer and fall varieties with winter varieties. The most popular winter 

apples were Borthern Spy, Baldwin, Rhode Island Greening, bagener, end Mann. 

Others which were widely grown werei American "olden Russet, Aesopus Spltsen-

berg. King of Tompkins County, Ribston "ippin, Green Hewton Pippin* Swaysie 

Pomme Cries, Boxbury Russet, Twenty Ounce Pippin, Hubberdson Honsuoh, and 

10 
Swaer* The Famouse (or Snow) was considered by some growers an a winter, 

rather than a fall variety. The average price of winter apples wns from 

11 

91. to $1.50 per bushel. 

Several farmers experimented with seedlings. r. W.J. Hoyden* 

Ashfield, cultivated two ssadlinga of hia awn raising! the Bouraasa and 

Pomme d'Api. kr. Let ousel, of Cherrydalc Farm, Colbome, experimented with 

English apples, such ss Taylor Fish and Lord 3uffield, and concluded that 

English varieties, on the whole, did not compare favourably with Canadian 
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apples. Other varieties were Caboshaw, Yellow Bellflower, and Gilliflower. 

Crab-apples were cultivated freely over all the district, mainly for home 

consumption! Montreal Beauty, Hyslop, and Transcendent were preferred for 

preserving whole, and Yellow Siberian for preparing fine Jolly* 

In shipping, the fruit was oarefully seleoted, clean and free from 

worms, and wrapped individually in tissue or manila paper, ttheat and oat 

chaff, well dried, also provided a good packing medium* The fruit was usually 

packed in barrels, which were lined with durable paper? Several exporters 

recommended the Toralinson barrel whioh was cylindrical in shape, locking a 

bulge in the centre. In packing, two layers oJ fruit were first set down 

carefully, stem-ends downward* and the barrel was filled, the top layers 



were arranged similarly to the bottom ones, and then pressed down. The 

bottom of the barrel was branded, so tho; when tho container wan opened, 

the apples on the bottom would appear on top, in a pionoing and regular 

arrangement. In 1892, the Dominion government established grades for apples, 

and nine years later the Dominion Fruit Marks Aot provided for marking the 

15 
Identity of the pookcr, and the variety and grade of the fruit* 

Host of the fall and summer apples were shipped tc Toronto and 

intermediate points | Toronto agents shipped purchases to tlie maritime provinces 

16 
and to Europe* It did not pay to ship to Toronto or eastern markets, as the 

supply there woo usually larger than the demand. The apple market in Montreal 
17 

fell between 1878 (16. per bushel) and 1879 (11*50 per bushel). Sault Ste* Marie 

and other lake ports proved to be good customers. Apples grown in Huron sold 

in Ontario at from 60 cents to $1. more than American apples, which averaged 

18 
about 20 oont a to 26 cents r>er bushel. It was hoped that Manitoba and the 

Canadian north-west would improve as a market. The long distance, lack of 

customers, and high freight rates precluded this as a possibility. In 1880* 

it oost 12.07 to send a barrel of apples from Goderioh to Innipeg. In order 

to roach Winnipeg in good eonditlon, apples had to be picked before they were 

fully ripened! where the barrels were handled much in transit, the loaa from 

shrinkage and mashing was great, so that early varieties were rarely shipped 

long dls ances. Winnipeg buyers appreciated quality better than did Amerlean 

and English purchasers. St. Lowrcnoe, Cayuga Red Streak, Grovenstein, and 

Blenheim Orange were esteemed in Winnipeg. Jarly Strawberry and Tetofsky 

shipped well, but were too small to attract western buyers. 

In the main, fall apples went to the United States, and winter 

varieties to England. In Chloago and St. Paul, apples were bought by "heft"i 

the quality did not matter so much as a large amount for the money. Crab-apples 



were f i ra t exported to Chicago in 1870, and brought good prices . Aloxunder 

was popular in Chicago, Maiden's Blush in Michigan, and Duchess of Oldenburg 

in o i l American markets* 

In October, 1666, some Oxford fruit-growers sent 210 barrels of 

apples t o England "aa on experiment"* Huron's attention was directed towards 

Orcat Britain as a market in the 'seventies, when several exporters sent 

assortments to Liverpool and Glasgow. In 1876, 3*500 barrels were exported 

to England! in 1879, 10*000 barrels, out of a harvest of 435,000 barrele, 
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went overseas* Greater attention was now being paid by Iiuron growers to 

cultivating long-keeping apples for shipment abroad* British rating of 

Canadian apples did not depend uion actual merit, as nuoh as on appearanoct 

tho demand was for a nedium-slssd, high-ooleured* well-formed fruit* Thus 

i t was considered unprofitable to ship large opplos* An obstacle in the path 

of British trade was the high oost entailed by middle-men's oommioslons and 

other fees! in order to profit* the shipper found i t necessary to accompany 

his own shipment. The most popular apples in the l.'nylish market were Baldwin, 

Rhode Island Greening, Ribston Pippin, and Green Hewton Pippin* Prices at 

whioh Huron apples sold in England, In 1880, are as follows (per barrel)i 

G.B. Pippini #10.631 o.P. Grisei #9*42 and $10.Hi 3aldwint 84*07! R.I. 

Oreeningi #3.86 and 14.00i Northern Spyi tb.17 and 18,10! ifennt $b.64j 

A.G. Russet• 14*94 and $5.30! King of Tompkins Countyt $4*66. 

Pears* Pears were not generally cultivated in Huron County unti l after 1867! 

by 1879, there were about 90 aores, or 1,000 full-bearing pear-trees in the 

county, whioh produced a orop of 1,460 bushels during the season of 1678* 

Pear culture rapidly gained round, as soon «s i t was discovered that the 

Oloy suv-soi l t o be found in a l l ports of Huron offered excellent nourishment* 



The throe natural homes cf the Canadian pear might bo said t•; be the 
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Niagara peninsula, "rlnce Edward Co nty, snd tho iiuron fruit belt. 

Standard varieties were perferred to those grown on quince roots* 

The most popular summer varieties wero Bertlett, Clapp'a Fovo rite, and 

Osband's Sumrer! then followed Tyson, Ananas d'Etl, Beurre Gif ord, sid 
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Souvenir du Congrds, in order of preference. The fall favourites were 

Flemish Beauty, Louisa Bonne de Jersey, Cuahcase d'Angouleme, Sheldon, 

Beurre Bcse* Beurre Hardy, and Hhite Doyenne! others included Belle 
14 

Lucrative* Beurre Superfin, an1 Seokel* The choicest winter varieties 

were Beurre Cloirgeou, Beurre d'Anjou, Beurre Diel, Lawrence, Oswego 

Beurre, end Vicar of Winkfiold. binter pears, on the whole, were not 
21 

very profitable, as they were susceptible to blight* Other varieties 

cultivated ineluded Doyenne d'Etd, Howell, Stevens' Genesee, Beurre de 

l'Aasoraption, Dearborn Seedling, and Onondaga. Of all those named, the 

Souvenir du Congrcs, Seekcl, and Vicar of v.inkfield wero the least preferred, 

as they lacked quality and consistency. 

Very few pears were shipped from Huron until shout 1878* when 

farmers be on to realise the potential marketing value of the fruit. Pears 

which were gathered for shipping were usually gathered before they reached 

full maturity* After the home demands were satisfied, surplus crops were 

shipped to Canadian cities. Early varieties, selling far v'l. to 2. per 

bushel, were sent to London and Toronto! later varieties, prioed at from 

IB* to #15* per bushel, went to Montreal. In home markets, Bertlett and 

Flemish Beauty sold at #2* and 12*50 per bushel* 

Plums* By 1866, Canadian plums were rapidly improving in quality, and 

26 
Huron County, four years later, booame celebrated for its fine 3peeinens. 

27 
The townships cf Howiok and Turnberry were especially good distriots. 



Several species were grown, but seedlings were preferred to the cultivated 

varieties* The Common Blue plum, whioh was grown by nearly all fruit-farmers 

in 1670, woe looked upon as a native! by i860* however, only onet»quarter of 

the amount of Common Blue grown in 1870 wns cultivated. Another local seed­

ling, known as Bingham's Favourite, or Coderioh Plum, wnn developed by a 

Mr* Bingham, a Huronite, and was considered the best plum in the district* 

It was dark purple in colour, with extremely firm flesh, and waa on excellent 

shipping fruit* It was difficult to grow in the nursery row, but when 

properly trained was a prolific bearer. Messrs. George Leslie and Sen* of 

29 
the Toronto nurseries, were propagating largely from this seedling, by 1180* 

Another local seedling, a mettled red end yellow plum, was looked upon as a 

future good market proapeet, In the a awe year* For home consumption and for 

canning purpoeea*. oil the green and yellow plums were preferred* such as the 
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Lombard, Ceo'a Oolden Drop* Pond'a Seedling* the Gages, and Fellenberg* The 

mast profitable plume for marketing were Lombard and Common Blue, because of 

their shipping qualities* Other popular specimens werei Smith's Orleans 

( a regular and heavy bearer), Washington, Blocker's Gage* Lawrence's Favourite* 

Glass* Seedling, Jefferson, Peach, Yellow Bgg, German Prune* Pentland* 

General Bond, and McLaughlin. The two last named were not adjudged very 

good bearers, snd the ehlef objection to the Pentland waa the sise of the pit. 

All the standard varieties found a reedy market, although considerable 

lea a was experienced in shipping most varieties any great dletanoe* Many 

shippers preferred green and yellow to red and blue varieties. Ths plums were 

usually packed,while quite hard, in lath boxes Whioh were divided into sections! 

eaeh box averaged twenty-three pounds in weight. Huron plums were shipped 

to Toronto* Buffalo, Port Huron, Detroit, and occasionally to Toledo and ' 

swginsw* Euronites did not place muoh reliance on the Toronto market* becnuse 

It was liable te beeome glutted on short notice* In 1879, 2,873 bushsls 



£14. 
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were ahipped, mootly to the United States. Fcr shipping purposes, ths 

Common Blue brought from #1.78 to 12*26 per bushel, and others ranged widely 

from $1* to 14*, and some sold at even higher prioes in tho states* Good 

specimens of the Common Blue brought 13*20 in Saginaw in 1879* At homo, the 

average price fcr Cowmen Blue wns from $1. tc ll*80| small plums sold at 26 

cents tc 60 cents, and larger varieties at from 11.50 to £2.25, per bushel* 

Peaohes. Peaches were cultivate* in Huron as early as 1845, but peach-growing 

was still in its infancy thirty years later, by whioh tine nunerous growers 

were cultivating the leading varieties, especially in the area nearest ths 

lake shore* By 186f, peaches whioh had not suooeeded in nany parts of Ontario 

were flourishing in the neighbourhood of Goderioh* The light, wrrn soil was 

suitable* and the absence of severe early and' late frosts generally ensured a 

harvest. Following the bumper erop of 1880, peach-growing began to bo looked 

upon as a prosperous undertaking. 

It was discovered by Huron growers thnt peaches throve beat on 

plum stocks* The ripening of the wood was hastened by breaking the tips early 

in the seaaon* and by trimming ths broken points with a knife. The beat results 

in peach-growing were attained by planting orchards of standard varieties. 

Farmers who were successful with Early Crawford planted their trees where they 

ahaded from Hia aouth, and plaocd a heavy mulch around the treca, in order 

to keep the ground frossn as late as possible, snd thus retard the growth of 

11 
buds and blossoms. An important re»son for Huronites* suooess in peaoh culture 
was the feet that "yellows", a destructive peaoh disease, wbio". wss prevalent 

84 

in the Hiagare district , h*d not Invaded the Huron area, — by 1880, at any rate* 

The varieties of peaches most cultivated werei 'lexander, Hale's 

Barly, Sarly Crawford, frieden's June, Old Mlxon, Mountain Rose, Beatrice, Early 
16 

Rivera, Early Canada, Lcuiae, Peater, an' a number of seedlings* Mr* George Cox* 



of Ooderich township, produced four fine seedlings — three free-stoned and 

one oling — after experimenting for jeveral years. Tie most popular peaches 

were Alexander end Beatrioe, but tha latter was too small to be a valuable 

market fruit. 

Pesehea were not grown for marketing purposes to any great extent 

except in the region about Coderioh. The home demand was usually sufficient 

to consume the whole erop, although the finest varieties were shipped to 

Toronto and intermediate points. Prloes ranged at from $1.50 to $3.50 per 

bushel at these places, and 60 cents a, home. In 1880, growers were beginning 

to look towards Chieago and the western statea as prospective markets. 

Grimsby was the main souroe of peaches, whioh hod been planted as 

s commercial venture in 1811* By 1875, a shipping station was erected et 

Grimsby to handle surplus production, and five years later, a company woe 

formed by Grimsby peach-growers. In 1880, 70,000 baskets of peaches were 

shipped from Grimsby, mostly to Ontario oitles. 

Apricots, Beotarines, and .juinoes. Apricots, nectarines, and quinces were 

not largely eultivoted, being grown ehiefly by amateurs for home consumption. 

The best nectarines were Moorpork, Barton, Stanwlok, Early Golden* Breda, 

Uruge, and various seedlings, 'lost of these were grown along the lake shore, 

near Goderioh. A seedling had been growing for several years inside the 

prison wall at Goderioh. The ouricot ripened in July or August, and was 

considered e fine fruit for preserving. 

The most popular varieties of quinoe were the Orange "nd Anglers, 

which yielded regular orops. Rot many growers were interested in the oultlvation 

M 
of the quince, however. In the words of one Huron farmer, tho quince was 

a veritabls "outoast"i "The wayfaring cow is not shunted off for browsing on 



87 
the quince, nor the sehool-boy oheoked for whittling it up into switches." 

Quinces suecccded best in clay loam whioh was thoroughly drained and fertilised 

with salt. 

Melons. Water-melons were grown by amateurs for home use, although there waa 

a ready sale caused by local demand. The most popular variet ies were Black 

Spanish, Goodwin's Imperial, and Mountain Sweet. liusk-melons were also grown 
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by smateursi the best variety was Butmeg. 

Grapes. In February, 1870, i.'r. Peter Adamson, secretary of the Goderioh 

Horticultural Society, declared that o i l variet ies of grapes, whose period 

ef ripening was not later than that of the Concord, grew well in that vie Ini ty . 
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In 1871, two interesting l e t t e r s , attesting to the excellence of the area about 

Ooderieh for grape-growing, appeared in the "Weekly Globe". The f i r s t la t ter 

was from "B", Grand Islandi 
"All along the coast, from Goderioh to Lyell Island, on the 

east coast of Lake Huron, are to be found the proper conditions fcr 
grape- and fruit-growing, and wine-making. I am an American, and 
have some knowledge of grape-growing, and i t i s my opinion that 
th is strip from Goderioh to Lyell Island i s the best section in 
the wiole lake region, or for that matter, on the continent, for 
growing grapes! every acre there i s worth thousands of dollara to 
the prospective fruit-grower . . . . . So far, for th i s d i s t r i c t , the 
best grapes arei Ive's Seedling* Delaware, «nd Catawba." 

In the second l e t t e r , J. Kell«r, of Lanoaster (Hrie County, New York) 

stated that he had been informed by a German friend, a Mr. "chaffer, that the 

east coast of Lake Buron, from Ooderieh to Southampton, was the best region 

in the continent for growing gropes for wine-making. (Mr. Sohoffer, at that 

time, was engaged in planting vineyards on the east ooast of Lake Michigan.) 

By 1878, gr*pas were grown extensively in Huron, but f*umers were 

slow to realise the value of this frui t , and therefore often slackened in 

pruning and cult ivating their vines. There were no very large vineyardsi 



three acres constituted the largest area of any Huron vineyard. In cultivating, 

the vines were either grown in rows eight feet apart, on trellises, or on 

poles with pins driven through, so that they projected about fifteen to eighteen 

inches on either side of the nolo, many farmers grew them along fenoes, on 

galvanised wire. At Ooderich, the weather was so mild that vinos were left 

on the trellis all winter without danger of being killed. Two methods of 

oultlvation were advocated by successful growerst (1) alternative methodi 

the growing of owies whioh the following year would bear fruit! (2) renewal 

methodi the growing of one or two nain or lateral canes, from whioh oanes 

were trained or tied up on wires or slatst those were out back every fall to 
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one or two buds, whio. were to form next year's canes. Various methods of 

pruning were employed. Same cultivators grew two arms and some three, so that 

one oould be out out, and while two were bearing, a third was in the prooess 

of growing out. Other oultivators grew arms, and followed tlie renewal system 

by cones grown from these srrasT Some pruned in foil, others in March. The 

best fertilisers far grape-growing were stable manure and wood ashes. 

Delaware and Concord grapes were considered the most profitable 

for market purposes. Mr. Stewart, of Goderioh, cultivated these varieties 

on a large scale as early as 1869. Dr. Smale, of broxeter, experimented with 

the Salem grape in 1874. Five years later, tho Ontario Fruit Growers' Assoc­

iation distributed specimens of Burnet grape vines, whioh were found to 
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succeed in Huron. Other varieties grown inoludcd Eumelan, Hartford Prolific, 

Crcveling* Catawba, Niagara, Brighton, vtilder, Clinton, Allan's Hybrid, lasbella, 

Rogers' Bos. 3, 4, 16, 19! Ives' Seedling, and Arnold's Brant. The best white 
41 

grape was Niagara, 

The local marketa consumed most of the grapes grown, although 

quantities were shipped to Toronto, London, end other Ontario points. The 

average price ranged from six to ten cents per pound, wholesale. Not much wine 
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was manufactured, except that made by amateurs for hone use. Clinton and 

Crcveling grapes were often mixed to et:er in wine-making. 

Cherries. Cherries succeeded very well in Iiuron, and numerous varieties were 

grown. The most popular were lton, Way Duke* Early Richmond, Black Tartarian, 

Kentish, Be Plus Ultra, Elkhorn, Yellow Spanish, Cleveland, Napoleon (the lost 

four ore of the Bigorreau species), and several seedlings. The best oherries 

for nnrket and preserving purposes were He Plus Ultra, a bright crimson and 

yellow Huron seedling, tlie Early Richmond, aid May Dukej Kentish oherries, 

whioh had been cultivated as early as 1869, were espeeially favoured for 
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preserving. In 1880, Mr. Charles Arnold, Paris, tested a seedling whioh had 

been growing for some years alon^ the bonks of the Maitland River, near Goderioh. 

This cherry grew all along the branches of the twig, snd not on spurs us did 
46 

most cherries! it proved to be an excellent fruit for shipping. Huron exported 

cherries to eastern counties, partioularly Perth County. The home market 

consumed most of the orop, at from six to ten oents per quart. The profit­

ableness of shipping to Rngland had not been examined by 1660. 

Strawberries. Strawberries were grown over tlie whole Huron district by regular 

growers for market, and in small garden plots for private consumption* The 

most popular varieties were Wilson's Albany, Trlomphe de Gand, 1'onoroh of the 

West, Sharpless, drama. Prolific, Colonel Cheney, Charles Downing, Arnold's 

Bos* 3 and 23, Crescent Seedling, Russell's Prolific, New Dominion, Cumberland 

46 
Triumph, and Jaounda. For several years, Wilson's Albany was grown exclusively, 

but Arnold's Bo. 23, Creseent Seedling, end Colonel Cheney also proved to be 

excellent "shippers". Sharpless was not grown much before 1878, but it rapidly 

became a favourite* Ths principal cultivators of strawberries in Huron County 

were Mr. Fred Seegmiller, of Ooderieh township, who had eight aores, and 
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Mr. John Stewart, Beninlller, who had three acres. La 1880, they reported 

47 
an average yield of 2,600 quarts per ncre. la*. Latousol, Clierrydale Farm, 

imported plants of the Alton Pino from the Island of Jersey, but tliese did 

not thrive. Another Huron grower planted an aore of Triomphe de Gand, and 
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sold ths crop locally, with gratifying results. 

In cultivating strawberries, the grower planted vines in the spring, 

in rows fifteen to twenty lnohes sport, or potted them from runners during 

August. Ths bad had to be frequently changed, as strowberriee feed from the 

surface soil only. The "row" system of strawberry culture wns adjudged by 

Huron growers as more profitable than the "hill" system. After two full orops, 

the vines were usually renewed. 

Strawberries found a re*dy sale in local towns nad villages, although 

shipments wsre made to Toronto, Stratford, and Mitchell. In fact, one Huron 

grower supplied most of the dealers In Stratford. Priees ranged from six 

to ten eents per quart wholesale, and fron. ten to twelve oents retail! aome-
49 

times, for extra early fruit, twenty-five cents was obtained. Oakville was 

regarded as the eost prolific strawberry-growing area, and, by 1880, boasted 

annual shipments of 120,000 quarts. 

Raspberries. Raspberries were not cultivated to any large extent in Huron 

County, swing to the prevalence of largo quantities of the wild fruit. Growers 

in 1880 believed, however, that within a few years there would be a great 

demand for -them,and consequently, several cultivators were planting the best 
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varieties. Those which were tested in Huron inoludedi Philadelphia, Antwerp, 

Franoonla, Turner, Brinkls's Orange, Herstine. Highland Hardy, Brnndywine, 

Arnold's Diadem, Clark, Kirtlcnd* Cuthbert (red varieties)! and Gregg, Doolittlc, 

Davison's Thornless, and Ontario (blook varieties). Philadelphia snd Gregg 



were the best in their particular groups. An these specimens proved to be 

hardy growers along the lake-shore region* The Mammoth Cluster was also a 

prolific bearer* One grower near Seaforth planted a variety sent out by the 

Ontario Fruit Growers' Assoolotion, about 1875, but i t spread too rapidly by 

succoring, end had to bo rooted out* Hot much of the oult1voted fruit found 

i t s way to market, because wild raspberries sold so cheaply — at about sixty 

oent3 to one dollar per patent pail, wliioh contained about twelve quarts. 

The cultivation of raspberries on a large commercial scale was precluded by 

the exportation ef plants to the United States, and by excessive clearing of 

bush-land and ahrubbery. 

Blackberries. Blackberries were grown mainly by amateurs, who experimented 

with several cultivated varieties, inoluding Hew Roohclle, Lawton, Wilson's 
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Early, and Kittatinny, all of which proved to bo hardy in the Huron distrlst* 

Of these, the most popular was tho Kittatinny, which bore well and regularly* 

The supply was not equal to the demand, and add at ten end twelve oenta per 

quart readily* Wild berries were largely sold on the home market. A wild 

black berry, known as the thimble-berry, was highly esteemed, both for eating* 
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preserving* aid shipping. 

Oeoscberries. Gooseberries were grown in large quantities, both for domestis 

use snd for the local market* Several varieties* both domestic and foreign, 

were tested, with varied results! the main objection to imported varieties, 

e*g. English speeinens, was that they tended to mildew badly. The favourite 

varieties were Houghton's Seedling, Smith's Improved, and Downing»s Seedling* 

whioh was tested by Dr* Smale, of Wroxeter, in 1874, on the advice of the 
64 

Fruit Growers' Association* Other varieties grown were Smith's **hite, Hedgehog, 
11 

and Crown Bob* The local market generally bought all orops, at a price of 
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from six to eight cents per quart. 

Cranberries. A large supply of wild erinberries was grown on marsh-lands in 

Huron, but in 1880, with the prospects of inoronsed drainage onerfitIons 

throughout the county, the market would now demand a supply of fruit by 

regular cultivation* It w«s suggested that the Maitland Flats nemr Goderioh 
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would prove exoellent for this purpose* 

Currants. Red and white ourrants were grown largely b' amateurs! blnok 

currants, which were not a native of the district, wero cultivated for the 

local market, as there was a great demand for them* The most popular red 

and white currants were the Cherry and the ?hite Grape, whioh sold at seven 

and six cents per quart, respectively. Block Naples and Lac's Prolific, 

highly esteemed block currants, brought from ten to twelve cants per quart. 

REFORESTATIOH. 

Reforestation did not beoone seriously considered in Huron County 

until about 1877, when the Goderioh town council inaugurated the novement 

by offering twenty-five oents for every shade tree plmted and successfully 

68 

grown for three years. Ontario farmers hod been urged by the "Weekly Globe", 

as early as 1872, to plant ornamental shade trees, in the interests of improving 

the desolo e appearance of the countryside. The question of tree planting 

was rapidly coming t, the fore in the United States, in 1872. The province 

of Quebec had begun to consider it two years earlier, and even studied an 

act to foster and regulate the planting of forest trees, but nothing was 
60 

accomplished in this respeet. Tree planting was very brisk in Guelph, in 1876. 

Several faotors direoted the attention of uuronltas to tlie importance 

of planting fruit- and forest-trees, during the late 'seventies. In the first 



piece, the depletion of forests wis beooning seriousi less th>n 30 par oent. 

ef the area of the oounty, or 369,519 acres, wan covered with bush-land. 

(Consult table, p. 188). This ares was covered largely by maples, beech, elm, 

hemlock, baoswood, birch* cherry, ironwood, butternut, willow, and sumach* 

with occasional specimens of oak, hiokory, and ash! oedor and pine were soaree. 

Several forest fires* in 1879 and 1880, destroyed much tinber. The shortage 

of firewood was beeoming acute in some sections! in 1878, Huronites paid ll* 

per cord for wood which, thirty years before, would not hnve brought ;1.26. 

There was an Increasing demand for wood for the manufacturing c ships, 

furniture, Implements, railway tics, and fences. Moreover, maple syrup and 

resin were beeoming more difficult to procure* 

In the second plooe, western Ontario WAS being surpassed as a 

grain-growing area by the Canadian western prairiesi if this continued, it . 

was apparent that the Ontario farmer would have to direct his efforts into 

new ohramels, in order to depend upon agrloulture for a livelihood* The most 

logicel channels were fruit-growing, forestry, and dairying* Canadian fruit — 

hardy and luscious — was beeoming increasingly popular in Great Britain 

snd the United States* 

Humorous trees were killed by oattle, whioh rubbed their necks 

against ths berk, and which trampled vegetation and the coil at the base of 

the trees, thereby packing tha sell and preventing aooesa of sunlight and 
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moisture* The fact that animals, especially cows, wore allowed to run at 

large, was one reason why the offer of the Goderioh oounell to pay bonuses 

to tree-planters failed to accomplish a great deal. Ho one took decidod 

stops to remedy the situation with respect to vagrant oattle, as the cry of 
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"the poor son's milk" was at once raised! Three large-scale planting enter­

prises were undertaken during 1877-78, by "5r. J.M. Allan, Godorich, who planted 
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four hundred trees, a Wroxeter farmor, who set out more than throe hundred 

evergreens, and !tr* H.T. Attrill, Ooderioh, •who planted five hundred grope** 

vinee in front of his residence. 

It was urged in Huron County that the agricultural societies offer 

prises to induce formers to protect their farms by planting shelter belts! 

another suggestion was to educate the younger generation proyerly, in this 

respset. still another suggestion was that municipalities should sooept* in 
11 

liop of taxes, a certain amount of roadside tree-planting by property-owners. 

Universal experience Indicated that grain-crops were protected «u:d benefitted 

by a proper screen of forest trees! if this screen was too wide or dense te 

allow a free passage for air and sunlight* however, the crop was opt to be 

injured* Tree screens or belts not only broke the .oree of winds and frost, 

but offered nesting-places for birds, and shade far llvestook* Norway spruce, 

maple, and elm, provide' the best forest screens. 

The subject of forestry appealed to tlie aesthetic as well as to 

the material, senss. Forests enhanoed the appearance of the fRTB, and presented 

more beautiful scenery than did barren landscapes. Orchards began to bo planted 

on o large scale, about 1878, and the inexperience of farmers in thia phase 

of husbandry was indicated early* When the majority of orchards were act out* 
dfi 

the tendency was to plant the trees in rows too olose together* In severel 

instances, orehoids were often negleoted, and pruning was done at random* 

Larje limbs were out out to admit sunlight and air, whereas if the tree waa 

trimmed regularly from youth, this system of "butchering" would be obviated* 

Huron farmers gradually gained in experience, however* One Goderioh farmer* 

following the procedure of Maine farmers, planted peach trees on the north 

side cf a fence, where they throve! previously, he reported* trees planted 



on the south side were killed by frost. Most Huron farmers were of the 

opinion that the proper treatment of bearing orchards wns to seed down 

the orchard in gross, and to mulch liberally with barnyard manure} this 

treatment did not apply to very young trace, as grass olioked tliem. Oraftlng 

beosme quite common in the late 'seventies, and letters from IHuron farmers 

69 
seeking information on grafting appeared in the "Weekly Globe". On the whole, 

by 1881, Huronitea were taking better e«re of their orchards and treca* and, 

when cutting firewood, made use of fallen timber as much as possible. 

* * * * * * * * * 
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C'lA'TRR X 

Interludei o Chapter on Pests. 

Throughout his days, tho Huron farmer wno constantly pitted against 

numerous enemies, ranging from the miorosoopio whert mid^e to tho dapper, 

loquacious tree-salesman. The weather with its over-doses of drought, heat, 

frost, and blight, also had a profound effect on the eoonomio welfare of the 

agriculturist. A letter written by a Huron farmer in 1868 oonveys an idea 

of the typical pro!lens which the farmer was called upon to solvet 

"We have had a terrible drought and heat, up to August 
first, when we got some showers. The.early sown spring whe*t 
will 8oareely be worth cutting, being completely oaten out by 
the midge ..... Peas are shrivelled up with the heat ..... 
How oan I guard against wild oats?" 

Huron farmers were ever anxious to lenrn the identity of various insects, 

in order to combat them successfully, and often forwarded specimens to the 

2 
offloes of agricultural publications. In 1869, a Bayfield farmer submitted 

four specimens of harmful insectst a white grub, whioh destroyed potatoes, 

corn, and strawberries! a "woolly bear" caterpillar, whioh preyed on several 

plants! a saw-fly, whioh sttooked ourrants and gooseberries! and a turnip-fly, 

which was as destructive as it was common. The peats whioh oaused great 

oonoem among Buron farmers, prior to the 'eighties, may be olaasified generally 

as those which we?e Injurious to groin, root, and vegetable oropa! those whioh 

harmed fruit| weeds| birdsi and fruit-tree peddlers. 

From 1840 onward, wheat was afflicted by several enemies, including 

rust, mildew, the midge, Hessian fly, grub, weevil, and praln aphis. The fall 

wheat orop in Canada West in 1842 suffered considerably fron rust and mildew, 

to the extent of one-third the entire harvest. Rust was especially destructive 

5 6 
in Huron during the 'forties and the Irate 'seventies. 

128. 



The midge was «a insect smaller than the mosquito, with an orange-

coloured body, slender legs* end transparent wings, wliioh deposited its eg^s 

in the soft ear of wheat during the few days when the plant wns in blossom. 

It arrived ir* the province of ̂ uebco at about 1828, in some unthreshed wheat* 

7 
spread rapidly over the northern and eastern states, and by the middle 'fifties 

8 
reached the American west. By 1862, it had reached Belleville, and was held 

reponslblc for a deoline in yield of from twenty-two to six bushels per acre 

9 
in several eounties of Upper Canada. From 1856 to I860, the midge wns so 

10 
disastrous in Kent, Lombton, and Middlesex Counties, that farmers be an to 

consider seriously the cultivation of hemp Instead of wheat* In 1866, the 

damage to wheat in Upper Canada was estimated at mora than two million dollars. 

During the next four years, many farmers gave up wheat oultlvation entirely* 

Huron County was seriously afflicted in 1863-66, as wau most of the provinee, 
18 

and in 1866, spring wheat was "completely eaten out by tlie nid£e"t in South 

Huron, fifty par oent. of the wheat, and in Horth buron, thirty-three per oent. 

14 
of the wheat, was destroyed. The midge attaoked fell wheat principally, and 

the most effective remedy was to sow the grain early or lato enough to ovoid 

the brief period of the insect's depredations. For the moat part, during 

the 'seventies, the wheat midne's activities in Huron County were not notioeably 

great. 

16 

The Hessian fly, which attaoked the stem of wheat, become a soourgc 

in lew York state and In several seotlons of Upper Canada during the early 

'forties. The insect first made its appaaranc in Black Sea or Odessa wheat, 

and for some years Canadian farmers were warned to refrain from planting . i T 
this variety of wheat. The most effective remedies included the preparation 

18 
of tho seed with a lime wash, and the oloughing under or burning, of stubble. 



Aa early as 1842, grub- or out-worms were noted in wient-fields 

in the Huron district. Bxeerpts from letters written by "Inquirer," of 

Turnberry, in 1867-68, desorlbe the ravages of these insects. In his first 

80 
letter, he wrotet 

"In this county, and in two neighbouring oounties, 
in 1865, spring wheat was an excellent oro>, avera^lu£ 
twenty-five to thirty-five bushels per aore, with 
no appearance of grub ..... But in 1666, spring wheat 
was a failurei every orop was affected." 

21 
In his next letter, "Inquirer" described the grub, and sought to learn its 

idcntityi 

"Rhen the wheat reached four or five Inches in height, 
it began to wither and die ..... A little under the surface 
the grub was found it was about an inoh long, with a 
dark brown head." 

22 

The grub was believed to e a species of cut-worm. "Inquirer's"third letter 

indleated that the out-worm did not appear at all in 1867. 

A species of weevil was often confused with the midje, but was not 
known in Upper Canada until a later date, at least not before 1868. This 

24 
weevil was des ruotive to spring wheat in 1879, in the vicinity of Seaforth. 

28 
In 1862* the grain aphis, hitherto unknown, appeared "in almost every part 

of the province ..... [and] multiplied with extraordinary rapidity, till 

..... every standing stalk of grain was thickly studded with hundreds of 

insects," thereby causing serious losses. During the fall o/ 1881* farmers 

near Brussels reported their discovery of a strange insect which ate the 

stalks of red wheat, and caused the grain to present a red and unhealthy 

27 
appearance. The depredation of theae "enemies'' of wheat were hailed by 

many farmers as "blessings In disguise", for, partly beonuse of them,farmers 

were compelled to adopt mixed husbandry. 



Corn suffered from the ottooko of a speole3 of grub, as early as 

1869, at least. The pea-bug, or pea-weevil, whioh appeared to have berun its 

ravages in the southern counties and gradually penetrated north, did not cause 
29 

ssrious damage in Huron County until in74. In 1877, Mr. Diokson of Tuokersmith, 

reoeived a prise for the best black-eyed Marrowfat peas at the provinoial 

exhibition, but the pea-weevil oauaod his crop to foil so completely In 1879, 

10 

that he did not sow one bushel of peas in I860* The weevil caused so much 

damage throughout the county, that steps were urged to devise a means of 

extermination, as peas were considered a valuable stook-feed, and essential 

in a suooessful system of crop rotation* Many farmers in Tuokersmith and 

Hullstt bean tc plant oorn and artiohokes extensively for stock*feed, instead 

of the eustomary peas. 

A apcoles of potato beetle was noted, in 1869, in the district 

about Eramoso (Wellington County). In April, 1870, warnings began to be 

sounded of the eastern march of the Colorado potato beetle, whioh was gradually 

approeohing the Great Lakes region. Throe months later, the advance guard 

of this insect invaded Canada at two >oints, — near Windsor, and at Point 

Edward, near the southern extremity of Lake Huron. An editorial in a May, 1871, 

issue of the "Globe" describes the advance of the beetle into Essex, Kent, and 

Lambton Counties. By June, the beetle was found in many sections of western 

16 17 
Ontario! too years later it had reached Prince Edward County* In 1872, in 
London* "the beetles literally swarmed, and thousands were daily trodden down 

88 
on the sidewalks and streets*'' The potato bug ravaged Huron County, «s it 

39 
did other areas, especially during 1872-74, but by 1876, it had somewhat abated. 

O.H. Green, who cpent several yenrs of his boyhood in Ashfield, humorously 

describes his first sight of the peett "Father tried to kill it wit:, tobacco 

smoke, but the bug Just rolled on its beck and played 'possum*" Despite the 



depredations of the insect in Buron in 1876, Clinton farmers gathered the 

most bountiful harvest of potatoes since the time of "the great rot.* In 1878, 

it was stated that potato bugs did not appear to bo as numerous obout Seaforth 

41 
as they had formerly been. Meanwhile, the bug hod reached tlie Ottawa valley, 

41 
bv 1876* and eventually arrived in New Brunswick by 1882-83. 

Potato crops were so severely afflicted that remedies wore desperately 
44 

sought by thousands of farmers* In 1871, ths "Canada Farmer" advocated the 

planting of only a few potatoes, in a field thiokly surrounded by rows of 

Indian oorn, — possibly in the hope that potato beetles were Indolent creatures 

which disdained tc search for their lunch. Another method entailed hand-

piokinr and destroying the insects every day, — a process which was universally 

47 
adopted, with a fair measure of success. In August, 1871, the "Canada Farmer" 

published on article entitledi "The Potato Pest and Paris Green", written by 

TJilliam Saunders and E.B. Reed, who urged -tie use of P<u>is green in oombatting 

the scourge Paris green was used successfully in Huron County, during the 

following yeara. 

The considerable number of unsuccessful methods used in combatting 

50 
this post prompted one witty farmer to submit an original formulai 

"Mix one gallon of prussie acid with three ounces of 
eynamitei stir well* and adminstsr a tablespoonful every, 
hour and a half till the bug: shows siyns of weakening. 
Then stamp on him." 

During 1876-77, swindling sslssmen travelled throughout Huron County* selling 

a "sure-cure" for potato bugat in a scaled package, whioh was not to be opened 

for o certain pericd cf time, were two blooks of wood, each of whioh oontoineo 

separate inscriptions, vis.t "Place the beetle on thia block," and "Swat him 

with tills cnej" By 1680, the potato bu£ was "ho longer looked upon as a 

formidable enemy, in the face of more destructive ones," in Huron's fruit 

eroharda. Several farmers claimed that benefit was derived from the insect, 



u 
Which provided food for poultry. 

The cabbage butterfly, European in origin, waa first noted in 

12 
America in the neighbourhood of Quebec city, at about 1857. It spread south 

snd west, reaching Hew Hampshire, by 1886, Hew Tork State, by 1869, Virginia, 

11 54 

by 1873, and Port Hope (Durham County), by 1673-74. A letter written from 

Ooderieh, in 1878, described the depredations of the cabbage worm, whioh had 

destroyed much of tho crop in that district during the previous ye*r. Two 

years later, the insect was not as harmful as It hod been. The most effective 

remedy was to pour hot wter over the cabbage-heads. 

The turnip-flp was ooramon in Huron during tho 's ixties , and was 

destructive for several years! i t was discovered that early-sown turnips 
61 

were moot susceptible to the fly's att-ok. Ants were occasionally destructive 

in Huroni in 1872, Peter Cooper settled in Tuokersmith, near the eleventh 

concession! his log-houss bee<aae so overrun by ants tha* ho and his family 

were compelled to build another home elsewhere? In 1873, graashoppers were 

exceedingly numerous in the county, damaging hay-crops, but the terrible 
68 

locust playue of 1874 in the Canadian and American west did not reach Ontario. 

In 1880, anions were severely afflicted by grubs, but applications of lime 

end salt were effective in destroying them. 

The ravages of lnceets snd fungi were also felt to a considerable 

extent in Huron's orchards. Various spseies of grubs, caterpillars, and fliss 

troubled the county's fruit-growers from 1840 onward. In 1870* fruit-trees 

suffered from the ravages of miee, end farmers lost from fifty to seventy-

five per cent* ef their trees. A remedy submitted by "J.L.", of logerville, 

was to erect a oone of earth above the snow, as the doe oonaitted their 
60 

damage by burrowing under the anew. In 1871, a species of smell, red-shelled, 
Meek-spotted beetle was found to infest many of the fruit-trees in the Huron 



district. At Goderioh, in 1671, a Mr. Van Wegener de lonstrated an insect-

destroying instrument, in which a rotary fan orerted a wind, whioh dusted 

62 
sulphur, hellebore, and other powders, on afflioted trees. The invention of 

sn apple-worm trap, at about this time* by Thomas Weir* of Lacon, Illinola* 

indioatcs how American farmers wsrs similarly taxed tc seek remedies to 

63 
protect fruit. In 1877-78, a mixture of salt and ashes was used successfully 

64 
in Huron orchards to destroy noxious inseots. In June* 1677, caterpillara 

were unusually harmful around Exeter, and it was feared tha, the fruit orop 

66 
would be a total lose. At this time, a ;*r. Searle, of Clinton, invented a 

66 
contrivance for removing caterpillars' egga. During tho summer of 1878* 

"a gentleman in Clinton offered come children a oent 
a piece for eaterpillare Moke-! off his treesi they quickly 
secured six hundred* when he told them hi would have to reduce 
the premium to half « oent, aid they struck work." 

The ehief enemies of the epple were the oodlin worm, tent caterpillar* 

and blight. While the oodlin worm became • ore and more prevalent every year, 

the tent caterpillar was troublesome only during the years 1877-tc. There 

were two remedies for the worm! many growers preferred to build fires under 

the trees during blossom-time, thus attracting the moths into the flmesi 

other growers tied strips of cloth around the trees in order to collect the 

larvae. The remedy for the caterpillar was to destroy the tents sarly In 

ths season. In 1878, there appeared in the vicinity of Seaforth an insect 

whioh threatened to destroy the apple budsi this insect was believed to be 

68 

the leaf-roller, whioh had already proved to be destructive around Toronto. 

Twig blight attaoked the Keswick Ccdlin, Rhode Island Greening, and Trsnsoend-

snt Crab, more than any other varieties* and was not considered e serious 

impediment to successful apple-growing. 
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?aar blight appeared in Huron at abo t U37'', *nd by 1880 it was 

70 
quite eomraon, in many instances destroying the whole tree. The two most 

effective remedies were pruning and the fopliostlon of iinseed oil ao n washi 

tho oil loosened the bark, and permitted the unrestricted circulation of tho 

sap. At Goderioh, growers who tried the latter remedy r- yorted that t'.eir 

efforts were suoeessful. Several farmers mulched their trees lightly in summer 

and heavily in winter, to prevent the frost fron harming the rootsi orchards 

in whioh this method war; practised were seldom affected by blight. The bark 

of some varieties of pe«*r-trees (e.g., Flemish Beauty) was subject to spotting 

snd oreeking. Borers were not common in Huron by 1830, although slugs oeusod 

come dar.age. The slu~ was successfully oombatted by dusting the trees with 

eommon dust* plaster, lime, or dry as/es. 

The cultivation of the plum was not considered profitable in Huron 

after 1873, awinr to the ravages of the ouroulio, blook knot, and rot. Many 

growers were so disoouraged et the lack of effectual remedies to control the 

eureulio — "the little Turk" of Huron orchards — whioh first ay^enred at 

about 1874, that they were cutting their plum-trees to the ground, in 1861. 

During t c first years of its ap^eeranoe, the ouroulio wns regarded more as 

a benefit than a drawbaok, because, formerly, the crops were so heavy that 

they caused the branches to break. The ouroulio, by its ravages, relieved 

this "diffieulty", but by 1880, "he took the whole orop". 

Humeroua remedies were applied in order to subdue this pest, notably 

the tedious one of "Jarring the trees", from blossom-time until two or three 

weeks later, and catching the insects on cloth which had been spread on the 

ground. A Bsxdlton fruit-grower*,in hia efforts to oombat the Insect, arose 

at dawn* "for then his [the eureulio's] wings and Joints are stiff", and by 

dint of striking saoh tree with n mallet brought down the beetles and dissaaed 

78 
fruit, which were caught in sheets and destroyed! 



Hinder the power of such a storm, after tho first few mornings, 
the enemies' numbers grow small and by degrees beautifully less* 
until at length the war cry of the last 'Mohegan' sounds a solemn 
dirge in the dewy morn," 

A •ore ingenious farmer, after draping sheets beneath his trees, placed among 

the branches saucers containing lime and aulphurie acid, "the fumes of whioh 
71 

brought down all kinds of oreeping things, among whioh were some ouroulio". 

In 1869, a device appeared on the market in the form of a "catcher", shaped 

like a modern life-nev* which proved more effective than sheets. A similar 

form of cureulle-ceteher was devised in 1872 by Dr. Hull, of ths Alton (Pool 

Geunty) Horticultural Society* By this method, 275 trees could bo gone over 

within one hour* Another remedy woe to injeot solutions of oorros ive sublimate 

76 
into the trunks of the trees* Salt, when used in large quantities, had some 

effect on the eureulio, but Bme had no effcet whatever. Mony farmers allowed 

their swine to run about in the orchards snd cat the dlsessed and fallen fruit, 
77 

— a practice which contributed somewhat towards holding the pest in oheek. 

In 1870, the Ontario Fruit Growers' Association established a bounty of ten 

dollars per thousand on ouroullos, which were to be forwarded for examination 

78 
to William Saunders at London* 

Black knot, propagated largely via Huron seedlings, wre quite oonmon 

sfter 1874, but it was not regarded as formidable, as it oould be reasonably 

controlled by cutting. There wns considerable citation in same parts of the 

provinee for legislation to deal with block knot, which w«s becoming a ssrious 

menace in several localities. In this oonnection, it should be mentioned, 

both black knot and the eureulio h«d been ssrious problems in Lanbton County 

as early as 1669, five years before they made their appearance in Huron County* 

In 1869-70, rot appeared in plums in the Ooderloh district, and threatened to 

spread* Mr* A*M. Boas, of Coderioh, who was a director of the Fruit Growers* 



Association* took up the matter at the annual meeting in October, 1870, but 

78 
nothing WOK done. Prom 1876 to 1880, tho rot waa very destructive in Huron, 

chiefly because no successful remedy w~>s found. Some persons contended that 

rot wae an ataospherlo fun;us, others thot it resulted from the otiny of the 
80 

suroulioj 

In 1667*68, the "Canada Parmer" listed twenty-one insects which wars 

injurious to grapes, but until 1871, there were only a few of these pests 

which engendered gre^t alarm. The most destrustive enemy of the crape was 

mildew, whish prevailed in areas where drainage and cultivation were deficient. 

Amplications of powdered sulphur, b means of Van Wagoner's patented "sulphur 

blower", proved to be the best remedy. In eombatting thrips or grape-vine 

"tree hoppers", the only effective remedy was to oarry a toroh near the vines, 

at nightt the thrips flew into the flame and were destroyed. Tho grape-vine 

louse, already considered <• serious r>est in burope, made its appearance in 

Ontario in 1874. Frost harmed severs! varieties of the fruit* such as Delaware, 

and improved ethers, such ss Arnold's Brsnt. Grope rot made its first appeer-

81 
snee in Huron County In 1879, when it attacked Roger a' Hybrids* YJhite grapes 

were affected by boring worms. 

One of the most destructive enemies cf currants was the ourrant-

84 
worm. In May, 1869* a Clinton fanner described, in a letter to tlie "Canada 

Farmer", how he dealt with the currant-bush onterplllari "I dig out the earth 

around the bushes to a depth of two or three inches ..... I hnvo bried 

hellebore! but I find that this destroys only those [oeterpillaraj on the 

bush* snd dossn't touch the eggs in the earth." Tlie "Canada Former", however, 

asserted that this method was not very effective, as the caterpillar's of-ps 

wore not laid in the earth! what the Clinton farmer had thought were erfa were 
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the pupae of the saw-fly caterpillar. Thus the saw-fly made its first 

appearance in Huron, in 1669, and proved to be even more damaging than 

66 
the currant-worm. The most effective remedies were white hellebore, dry 

ashes, end lime* 

The remaining varieties of Buron County's fruit wore offooted in 

a leaser derree by the rava.es of inseots and other "children of nature". 

Peaches, as late as I860, were free fron "yellows", a destructive peach disease, 

whioh had been particularly harmful in the Niagara distriot. The eureulio 

and borer were not very destructive to Huron's peaches, but the eureulio 

affected both aprloots and nectarines, while the apricot's most serious 

87 

enemy w s the borer. The chief enemies of the oherry were robins, blue-

flies, funrus rot, leaf-slugs, and grubsj the ouroulio was not very destructive. 

Gooseberries, espeeially im orted varieties, tended to mildew badly. The 

most effective remedies for mildew were op liootions of sulphur, a muloh of 

soft hay, or boards placed under the bushes to decrease dampneso. 

Several agencies combined to wa::e suoeessful opposition against the 

depredations of these pests. First and foremost were the farmer's own initiative, 

ingenuity, and parseveranoe! and closely linked with the operations of the 

farmer was the work of '.he Entomological Sooiety, whioh was formed at Toronto 

in 1868. Information oonoerning remedial measures against insects and weeds 

was constantly disseminated via agricultural Journals and the "Canadian 

Sonologist", whish first appeared In 1868. 

fteeds were described by one Huronite as "eminently prollfio speoles 

of spontaneous productions that appear with a degree of oertainty and regularity 

In many sections of the province". In 1880, the principal weeds in Huron 

County Ineluded the Canada thistle, fox-tail, oouoh-^rass, ox-eyo daisy, wild 

mustard, end rag-weed. The thistle was little known in Upper Canada, even 

http://rava.es


by 1852, and the first mention of it in Huron County ooours in 1866, when 

Buokland stated* in reference to his visit to that di •trioti "I heard many 

oomilalnts of the recent introduction and spread of the Canada thistle." 

Thistles were reported in 1368 to hove infected many of the townships neigh­

bouring on Howiok, and had proved so destruotlve in other >nrto of the 

provinee that legislation had been passed to curb it. In 1865, the Canada 

Thistle Bill provided for the appointment of highway overseers to destroy 

the weed, and subsequently a second statute was passed, whereby farriers who 

allowed thistles to run to seed on -their property were to be fined four dollars 

and costs? Frequently, fnrmers turned out "en masse", — for example, in 

Tuokersmith, in August, 1676, — in order to out the thistles and weeds whioh 

92 

infested the roadsides. Pour years later, it was complained that the Canada 

Thistle Act was a "dead letter", in Goderioh, Hullett, and Tuokersmith town­

ships, whioh contained prolific crops of the weed, many farmers held the 

opinion expressed by one Huronitc to the Agrioultural Commission? "I don't 

think the law for their destruotion is particularly efficacious." 

Canada wild oats, which appeared in iiuron at about 1868, also 

presented s difficult problem. This oloit was first noted noar itratford, 
96 

and was believed to hove been brought into Ontario by flenaan settlers. From 

1861 to 1880, there was a rapid propagation of other weeds in various sections 

of the province, and chess, sow-thistles, docks, raustardweod, ragweed, ox-eye 

96 
daisies, end mulleins reirned supreme in deserted fields and along roadsides. 

The Ontario Orange advlssd the government to make an effort to eombat thorn, 

with the result that, in 1884, the Noxious Weeds Aot wan panse.-. This aot 

listed noxious weeds and plant diseases (e.g. black knot and "yellows") to be 

destroyed, and advised township oounoils, following application by fifty 
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or more ratepayers, to appoint an inspector of noxious weeds. 

Blaekbirda and robins were destructive to fruit orops, even as they 

had been in the etrly days of settlement. During the 'sixties, on additional 

"bird cf prey" appeared on the scenei Colonel Rhodes of Quebec City, introduood 

a colony of English sparrows for the purpose of destroying insects. In 1870, 

two Ontarians followed his example, b st the sparrow was easily acclimatised, 

and "by 1874, the wails of ths suffering farmers were already osoending in 

1°°. 
increasing volume." English soarrows appeared in the urea about Toronto 
18$ "*• in 1878, and near Goderioh in 1877. A sooiety was formed rt. S~-forth in 

108 
1878 to promote the proper protection of insectivorous birds. 

From the date of the first agricultural fair, at which "vendors 

104 
and ..*•• whiskey seller* had their stalls, the Huron farmer w»8 eonstantly 

victimised by other Tenemies," to wit, swindlers, dupes, and "fakers." The 

101 
county bumpkin was looked upon as the ideal patron "of all wheels of fortune* 

Throughout the remainder of the century, nefarious schemes were devised to 

defraud the farmer in proctioally every branch of agrloulture* Perhaps the 

worst enemy encountered by farmers was the swindling fruit-tree peddler, whose 

influence was a major factor in the retardation of the development of horti­

culture in several parts of Canada. The outbreak of the Civil War removed 

the so them states as a potential market for the "erticloially forced shrubs 

and cast-offs of established nurseries" in the northern statea, whioh had 

sold in good faith to southern farmers. Tree salesmen accordingly bo an to 

direct their efforts towards Canode* during the early 'sixties, and by neons 

of their "picture books" and "high pressure sales talks" were cosily obis 

to take advantage of gullible farmers* These peddlers have been aptly 

described by Mr. Allan, of the Goderioh Horticultural Society! 



"{The fruit-tree peddler isj the genuine walking vocabulary, 
who carries a plate book or Jar of fruit, as well a& a winning 
smile, a glib tongue, and usually represents some bo^us nursery 
or tree brokers advertising themselves as nursery men. be have 

{ frequent visits from these gentry in Huron ..... So far as I 
have been able to discover, these swindles are all perpetrated 
by agents who represent American firms {which] in Rochester 
are called 'one horse nurseries' These 'small fry' generally 
change the name of their nursery and proprietors every two or three 
years."108 

The distrust in fruit-growin; that followed the influx of these 

peddlers caused many Canadian farmers to booo»ie reluettjxt to forsake wheat-

growing i for instance, there were no orchards, nor any interest in them, to 

109 
be found in Glengarry County, as late as 1871. It was noticed by the Committee 

on Fruit at the fall shows in Huron County, in 1672, that the names of numerous 

specimens had been erroneously appended — a condition which was rightfully 

110 
attributed to the misrepresentations of nursery-men. Five years later, a 

local tree-agent at Goderioh bee nine inoensed at the Goderioh Horticultural 

Sooiety, which he accused of being an agent for nurseries. The society 

admitted that it advertised for both Canadian and American nurseries, but 

deolared that it forwarded orders only at the request of farmers. 

Apple-trees sold by swindlers were invariably root-grafted! in 

August, 1879, the Goderioh "Signal" reported that "the latest sell Is from 

two tree agents, who are selling apple-trees at forty cents each, said to 

be free of every insect that afflicts the apnle. Pear-trees, budded on the 

stook, were entirely unsuited to the Canadian climate. Plum-trees were usually 

budded on the peaoh stook, because this was the cheapest and easiest method 

to nurse them to small trees} in this way, trees would be ready for sale 

within two years. It was deolared in 1861 that "all the imported plums [w«re] 

dying all over the country," but this state of affairs did not affeot Huron 



County, whioh waa in the early stages of plum cultivation* Ornamental trees, 

suob as arbores vitae and balsam firs, were often token Iran Canada to the 

United States, nursed, and resold to Canadians. Tuliy trees, procurable at 

local Canadian nurseries at from 25 to 50 ssnts, were sold by peddlers at 12. 

Rose-bushes whioh the op-ent of the firm of Stone and Wellington sold at 11 

eaeh, at Ooderieh, could be purehaaed from Alex Watson, a looal dealer, ot 

111 

one-half that price During 1879, salesmen sold ^rape-vines at 11.60 and 

12 eaeh, which the Goderioh Hortioultural Society was capable of supplying 

for 30 and 50 eents respectively. The cherry-trees which were sold were 

ehiefly of the Bigarreaux variety, and were not entirely suited to the 

Canadian climate, although they aueoceded in the Huron area. Peddlers sold 

Lcwton blackberries at from 50 eents to 11 per specimen* whioh eould be 

obtained from Canadian nurserymen at an average eost of v>8 per hundred. 

A gooseberry bush, named "Highland Laasie," for whioh one Huronite paid #8, 

turned out to be a Downing, whioh oould be purehaaed for 5 to 10 oenta* 

Another notable example of swindlers' aotivitios is the reeeipt by an agent 

in Buron County of several orders for Beauty of Hebron potatoes, at 11 per 

pound, which the Goderioh market oould have supplied at ll per bushelI 

Swindling was not confined to the realms of fruit- and vegetable-
Ill 

growing. It was stated by a Huronite that in 1875 there were "more sleek 

horse traders lurking about t' e country than there were miloh oows feeding 

from the meadows," During the fall of 1876, agents offered to purchase all 

the butter thot fartaers oould supply, at fifty oents per pounu, aooording to 

contracts to be completed within a fortnight. A few days later, a drove of 

milch oows would appear in the vioinity, and farmers would vie with one another 

in purchasing them* usually at ridiculously hi h prices. Following this 

enterprise, nothing more would be seen or heard of the agents and the proposed 



116 
"contracts." In December, 1877, a Bingham farmer, wh J was apprehended In 

117 
the cot of soiling "bogus honey" was severely admonished. Two months later, 

several swindling agsnts in Huron were engaged in selling new fanning mills 

St exorbitant prices, on the pretext of purchasing tho farmers' old mills 

111 
on generous terms. In March, 1879, a Horth Huronite w s tricked by an agent 

119 
into buying a non-existent let for forty dollars* Several montha later, 

Oattle thieves were active in Stephen township* In February, 1880, the 

"latest dodge" consisted of the sole to farmers of a "reoeirfc," for 11, by 

which they oould menufscture their own ooel oil at n oost of wight eents per 

gallon* 

During the ensuing decade, fraudulent practices multiplied* and 

ineluded the extraction from farmers of promissory notes for seeds* agri­

oultural implements, lightning rods, and other necessary farm equipment* 

The practices of fruit-tree swindlers were nullified, to o great extent, by 

the influence ef the Ontario Fruit Growers* Association, whioh, by the 

distribution of acclimated trees and plants dispelled the notion that all 

good fruit trees were "fated to die young," and thus served to overcome the 

disillusion occasioned by the Invasion of the "Yankee tree peddlers." 

Agricultural Journals constantly published warnings against every type of 

swindle, and contributed to the maintenance of alertness on the part of 

the farmers* 

* * * * * * * * * 
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CHAPTER XI 

The Development cf Llvestook. 

Stock-raising did not form one of the v i ta l industries among the 

farmers of Upper Canada unt i l the lata ' s i x t i e s , although there was o oonsideroble 

number of importers and breeders prior to that time. Efforts were made in the 

early ' f i f t i e s to launch a crusade in the direction of general stock-raising, 

but these attempts were precluded by oonoentration on wheat-growing, and by 
1 

excessive import rotes. The following figures, culled from en advertisement 

of Bovember, 1815, indicate the costs entailed in the importation of a single 

animal, exclusive of the actual purchase prioei the commission charge was, on 

the sale of a horse, #60! of a bull or oow, OGOj and of a rem, ewe, or ig, ISO! 

the expense of keep, from the time of purchase until the time of embarkation* 

was* for a horse, 1166! for a bull or oow, ,130! and for a ram, ewe, or pig, l40i 

the expense of keep end travel across the Atlantic Ocean (for an estimated forty 

days) was, for a horse, 1170| for a bull or oow, $130! and for a ram, ewe, or pig, 

113! the duty on animals (in 1868) was, for a horse, $15! for a bull or oow, $10| 
5 

for a ram or eve, Hi aid for a pig, f2. 

It is evident* from a study of these exorbitant oosts, that ths small 

farmer was practically prohibited from obtaining pure-bred stock. The solution 

was to be found cither in the agrioultural sooieties, whioh introduced pedigreed 

animals, or in private groups of individuals, who club! ed together and bought 

pure-bred animals, or in the purchase of the servioea of stock owned by private 
8 

breeders. The third method was expensive, entailing as it did the oosts of 

transportation, and special feed, but it contributed more to tlie suooess of 

6 
stock-breeding than did the other two methods* 

210. 
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Factors which contributed to the m ->id develo went of the livestock 

industry after 1865 inoludcd th' reciprocity treaty, tho Amerioon Civil *nr, 

the increasing demands of urban oen res in Canada (as late as 1857, the cities 

of Upper Canada had been largely dependent upon the western states for their 

supplies of beef snd mutton), ths growing use of agrioultural machinery, the 

westward movement of wheat produotion, the problem of soil exhaustion, and the 

development of dairying. 

CATTLE. During the first half of the oontury, oattlo supported A wave of 

settlement, by facilitating the working of the land, and by yielding a valuable 

supply of food to the pioneers. Cattle were able to subsist in virgin grass 

areas, were useful for purposes of transportation, and oould be easily driven 

to market. After the turn of the oontury, the need for oattle waa increased 

by various demandai (1) for fat, or beef, cattle, preferably Durham Shorthorn! 

(2) for dairy cattle, prefers, ly Ayrehire and Shorthorn! (3) for oows to suit 

private families and ereemeries, e.g., Jerseys| and (4) for oattle to satisfy 

tho American and Canadian demand for extensive ranch grasing, e.g*, Hereford, 

Aberdeen Poll, and Galloway* 

The factors whioh contributed to the development of cattle-raising 

in Upper Canada includedi the activity of prominent local breeders! government 

7 
encouragement, via falra, agrioultural sooieties, and the dissemination of 

information! the growth of dairying and oheese factories, whioh among other 

aontributiens, brought about improved methods of housing, by recomnending worm, 

dry, ventilated stablest improvement in foddert root orops and clovers began 

8 

to be sown on an increased acreage, and new mechanical aida, such as straw-

eutters and steamers, were being used in the preparation of feedi the ingress 

ef Amerioon buyers, after 1670! the Imposition, in 1878, of a Britiah embargo 

on American cattle, which provided a groat stimulus to Canadian trade! the 
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development of methods of transportation! *..<-' the increasing urban demand for 

9 
beef* 

Trior to the development of the livestock industry, a low grade of 

cattle had proved satlsfsetory to tho farmer ai the breed of oattle whioh was 

most oommanly found in Upper Canada was known as "Canada oattlo," and was 

evidently the degenerated offspring of the earliest cattle whioh had been 

brought into the country. Many of these oattle survived the severe winters 

"with hips a man might hang his hat upon, the riba bare, and the deep furrow 

of poverty down the thigh," and as a result, often yielded "only the skin to 

the owner." The cattle whioh gradually attraoted the attention of Canadian 

farmera ineluded Durham Shorthorn, Galloway, Ayrshire, Guernsey, Jersey, Holstein 

Priesisn, Hereford, Devon, Aberdeen, and Polled Angus. Durham Shorthorns were 

first imported into Canada in 1826-26, by the 3oord of Agriculture of New Bruns­

wick, which considered then to be an excellent "dual-purpose" oattle. A number 

of independent farmera in Upper Canada imported pure-bred specimens at about 

this time, but the first significant importation was not made until 18: 3, when 

on Englishman brought six heifers and two bulls to Guelph, and sold them to 

John Hewitt. After 1886, importations gradually increased, and Durhoms became 

fairly common in various parts of the province. Adam Ferguaaon, of Woodhill 

(Fool County), was perhaps the foremost breeder of Durham stook at the turn of 

11 

the century. The first Durham cattle in Huron County were introduced in 1842, 

while the first Durhoms in I'erth County wore brought in by V.llllam Loing* in 1869. 

Galloway oattle were introduced into Canada at about 1863-54i w.i'. Graham, of 

faughan (Lincoln County), is believed te have been the first importer of them 
14 

from Orest Britain. Galloway, as well as Devon, oattle boo wae fairly common 
in Huron by the 'sixties* Although Ayrshics had been Imported since the 

eighteenth century, there were few of them in Canada before I860! they were 
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not extensively Imported until the 'seventies* Guernsey and Jersey oattle were 
16 

gaining increased favour in Canada and the United .States, by 1872, although 

limited importations ware made until the 'eighties, at which tine Holstein Frlealans 

began to appear. In 1881, the Agricultural Commission, following Its inves­

tigations, eoneluded that the most suitable breeds for Ontario were tho Hereford 
17 

and Polled Angus, followed by Devon, Galloway, Ayrahire, Holstein, end nhorthorn. 

In 1842, there were 563,200 neot oattle in Upper Canadai six years 

later, there were 665,800, of whioh 21,463 were in-the Huron Diatriot t of these. 

18 
Ooderich township contained 140 yoke of oxen, 500 cows, and 1000 young cattle. 

19 
In 1860, Huron County eontained 12,796 head of oattle! at this time, the prioe 

20 
of oxen was about H O to £15 per yoke, and of oows, £2, 10s. to £5 per head. 

During the early •fifties, there was a decline in the produotion of fat oattle 

in Buron, owing to the failure of the turnip-crop, and the resultant high coot 

21 22 

of stock-feed. Several Huronltes began to purchase pure-bred animals, however, 

and to sell their cervices. Evidence of the large scale of breeding conducted 

In a smell area la indicated in an advertisement (May, 1871) of K.H. Camoehan, 

of Seaforth, who wisheo to sell o Durham thoroughbred bull, aged three yeara, 
28 

because it was "too near a kin to his own an? other a ook in J he community." 

During 1874-75, there was an apparent laxity of interest in the 

produotion of Durhoms in Huron. It wns expressed In South Huron, in 1875, that 

dairying interests warranted the introduction of a few thorough'red Ayrshire 

bulla, as there waa "little doubt that the Ayrshire (pas] ahead of the Durham 
24 

for milking purposes, as the Durham [was] superior for beef." A number of 

Huronltes, accordingly*obtained Ayrshires, by 1877, although oertain prominent 

breeders, for example, James Diekson, of Tuokersmith, believed that the Durham 

was the beat animal to raise, and that it was "a mistnke to give a large amount of 

prises, at exhibitions, for Dcvons, Herefords, and Galloways." Dickson pointed 
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Grey 
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4361 
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-
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-
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-
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3857 

-

2050 

366 

2 8 , 6 3 9 

totals for 1880 exolude figures for these two townships. 1880, unavailable. 
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out that Durhoms were preferable to Herefords, because they surpassed Herefords, 

until the age of three years, and early maturity was desired y noat fanners. 

Dickson, however, had not tested Ayrshloes for milking purposes, although he 

had in hia herd of Shorthorns (which were partly f'ates, partly Booths, and partly 

a mixture of both) three thoroughbreds whioh were "deep milkers." In his opinion, 

the first oross from a good native cow would produoe an oninal wliioh would bo 

highly popular in the English market. 

The improvement of cattle-'oreodin; was hastened by the activities 

of oattle fairs, county livestock associations, looal and provincial exhibitions, 

and Improved methods of oaring for stock. During the early 'fifties, the 

provincial Board of Agriculture contributed to the lowering of freight and stesm-

27 28 

ship rates for the importation of purebred lives ock. Cattle fairs were held 

as early as 1870 in Huron County, in several of the larycr to»ns, including 

Seaforth, Clinton, and ••Ingham. In March, 1878, the Huron County Livestock 

Association sponsored its first spring sale of livestock, a sale confined 

strictly to thoroughbred and improved stock. Enough entries were submitted 

at this sals to warrant the Issuing by the association ot a catalogue, which 

would advertise Huron oattle extensively in Canada and in the northern and 
SO 

western statea. At the South Huron agrioultural fair, held at Bruoefield in 

1878, twelve thoroughbred bulls and two Ayrshiree of merit were exhibited. 

At London's Western Fair, in Oetoaer, 1879, many thoroughbred specimens were 

shown! n. Snell and sons, of Clinton, were the foremost exhibitors, while 

*• J. Biggins, also of Clinton, and E. Howley, of Goderioh, showed some fine 

animals. 

By 1860, ths housing end oare of livestock had vastly improved in 

Huron County, although other sections of the provinee remained backward in this 

respect. Large warn, ventilated hams were in evidence in Huron, although very 

few farmers conducted lerge farms for experimental purposes. During the 



'seventies, ssveral towns and tillages (s.g. Clinton, In June, 1878) passed 

by-laws te prevent horsss, sheep, and pigs from roaming m. large. Little or 

no restraint waa placed upon cattle, however, whioh were allowed to wander about 

84 
unmolested, even as lots as 1880. Ths practloe of dehorning oattle was introduced 

Into Canada from Illinois in 1888. 

In feeding cattle, many Huron farmers employed the soiling system. 

or the feeding ef oattle in tha barn, with food out during the summer. The 

advantages accruing from this system, whioh was adapted to localities whore 

land was expensive and labour was cheap, were two-foldi there w«s an immense 

saving in land, fencing, and food! and the oattle yielded a better quality of 

milk and manure. In February, 1870, a Bayfield farmer described a method of 

steaming feed for stock. Oil-sake wss manufactured at Preston, l oodstook, 

37 
Toronto, and Montreal, during the 'sixties, aM was marketed at ?32 per ton. 

but was shipped mostly to England, because "Canadian farmers (would] not take 

88 

advantage cf ita fattening qualities." Janes Diekson, of Tuokersmith, fed his 

cattle with eil-oakc, peas, corn meal, and root orops. In the summer-time, he 

preferred a mixture of oats and peas! during the winter, he prepared stock-feed 

twice weekly, by adding a quantity of dried meal to a mixture of strew, hay, 

pulped turnips, and bran, whioh had been allowed to ferment. Diokson fed his 

Credo calves from a oall, with milk and boiled linseedi thoroughbred oalves 

were allowed to auek, and reoeived a mixture of oorn, oats, and barley meal 

thrice daily, together with a plentiful supply of clover and Kteon oorn In 
40 

summer, and hay and roots In winter. Thomas Gorenlook, also off Tuokersmith, 

allowed each bullock three acres of grass, in pasturing. 

Ths merkst few cattle was at first s purely local one, but following 

the Increased Interest in stock-raising during the 'fifties, Huron oattle were 
41 

among the finest animals displayed In the London and Hamilton markets. The 
•mwiproolty agreement with the United States provided a large market, and 
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stimulated cattle-raising, particularly daring and immediately after, the Civil 

42 

war. During the two years before the abrogation of reciprocity, increased 

American imports caused a serious Inroad on Canadian stock. In addition to 

tho loss of the American market in 186'', the industry received n further set-
44 

back in the form of » government quarantine which prohibited Canadian importation 

of stook from European eountries whose animals were offlioted with steppe murrain. 

In 1371, tho announcement that Canadian lives-ock for breeding purposes might 

be im crted into the United States free of duty was followed y a rush of buyers 

from Colorado, Oregon, and other western states to Ontario, In order to purchase 

sapplies of cattle tad shaep. Canadian and American trading relations improved, 

and in Hovember, 1872, the first annual convention of Shorthorn breeders met at 
46 

Indianapolis* one hundred and fifty breeders from both countries were in attendanae. 

Meanwhile, however, the growth of railways in the American West, by providing 

a means of transit for American cattle to the eastern states. Impaired Canadian 

trade and compelled Canadian producers to seek and overseas market. 

The period 1875 to 1900 witnessed determined Canadian efforts to 
47 

gain markets in both Great Britain and the United States. The exportation of 

live cattle te Gre*t Britain had been begun as an experiment, in June, 1878, 

by a Hew Tork exporter, who shipped two live animals to Glasgow) shipments of 
48 

thirty to fifty heed were being made four months later. During 187?;, Canada 

shipped no livestock of any description to Europe, but in 1874, numerous ship­

ments were made to the British Isles, and the St. Lowrenoe route became conspicu­

ously successful in transporting livestock. A great expansion in trade followed, 
49 

from 1877 to 1884, justifying the optimism whioh was generally displayed by 

farmera who were engaged in stock-raising. In 1877, it wns declared in England 

that the prejudice against Canadian fresh meat had entirely disappeared, and 

thot It was now considered "quite equal in every respect to tlie beat classes 
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of Scotch and English meat." Meanwhile, the British meat-producing farmer, 

in the face of a continuous stream of Uvestoak from overseas, hod to submit, 

as surly as 1877-78, to a reduction of from ten to fifteen shillin-s sterling 

per hundredweight for his cattle, a condition whioh oauaed him to "feel the 

60 
shoo pinoh severely. 

From 1878 to 1892, the Canadian oattle industry was aooorded prefer­

ential treatment by Great Britain. In April, 1878, when Britain ordered the 

slaughtering of Anerioan oattle at tho ports of entry, Canadian oattlo received 

51 
free entry, a privilege whioh waa ooafirmed in the following. October. Two months 

later, an outbreak of pleuro-pneumoni* among American herds brought about the 

imposition of an embargo by Britain. In February, 1879, Canada banned the 

import* ion ef transit of American oattle! only animals whioh were intended for 

the Improvement of stock were to be admitted duty free, — a principle which 

was continued in aeoordance wVth the "Hational Policy" tariff. The high priees 

offered in the British market greatly stimulated cattle produotion in Canada, 

espeeially in Ontario. In 1379, 20,687 head of oattle, valued at 11,677,211., 

were chipped overseas. An interesting sidelight on the neriod was the formation 

st Montreal, in 1880, of a shippers' "ring", whioh sought to oomer space on 

all ships leavinr that port, and to increase the rote of shipment to #30. per 

head, as compared to .12. demanded at Boston. Canadian farmera refused to be 

64 
victimised, and shipped 17,966 cattle via Acer loan ports. 

Three features are noteworthy during the late 'eightiest the revival 

Of cattle trade with the United States! the first ehipmenta of oattle from the 

Canadian west! and a steady British market whioh declined after 1892. In 1888, 

tb» American government imposed a tariff of 20# ad valorem on imported cattle. 

Despite this obstacle, Canadian trade with the United States revived, and in 

1886, 67,788 head of cattle were sold to American buyers. The firat shipments 

of oattle from the ranches whioh were established in Alberta, following the 



building of the Canadian Pacific Railway, were mode in 1807-68; in 1888, 

4,600 head were ahlpped overseas. From 1883 to 1890, the average riot paid 

for Canadian oattle in Britain was approximately $84.04 per head, — an increase 

of 13 per cent, over the overage whioh prevailed d -ring 1877 to 1882. An out­

break of pleuro-pneumonia among Canadian oattle in 1892 was advanced as the 

reason for the Britiah government's order for tho slaughtering of settle within 

ten days of arrival at a British port. This ton-day ruling tended to glut 

the market, and also forced the slaughter of bruised end fatigued animals. 

The exportntioi of llvestook wns implemented by improved methods of 

transportation and oare. Improvement O*T.P first in the lake boots and railways, 

and latterly In respect to ocean shipments. At first, animals were crowded 

into rude stables and shelters, oonstrjoted "in a very slight and flimsy manner, 

fastened to the deck by cut nails"i sheep and swine were usually herded at the 

rate of ten per bullock's space of two feet, nine inches. Lxoessive heat and 

fatigue, long fasts, snd soarelty of water, oaused the death, enroute, of many 

animals. Moreover, there was always danger to be feared £ryn fire and stormst 

in 1879, for example, one steamer losi 186 sheep, which were washed overboard. 

In 1878, insurance rates on livestock were lowered, ec that five guineas per 

hundredweight carried all risks. In 1878-79, the ratio of losses in the ship­

ment of Canadian cattle was approximately 1 per cent, in oattlo, 2& per oent. 

In sheep, 4& per cent, in swine, and fa per cent, in horses and mules. By 1884, 

deaths during the ocean passage amounted to leaa than 1 per oent. of the 

towel shipments. The development of refrigeration eliminated much of the expense 

and cere Involved in shipping live animals. As early as 1873, a Massachusetts 

exporter advanced a proposal whereby slaughtered oattle eould be ahlpped via 

its 
vessels which were equipped with refrigerating, tanks. The first shipment 

of frosen meat across the equator was made in 1877, from Buenos Aires to Havre. 
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60 
In February, 1880, a similar shipment arrived in England from Australia, and 

by May, 1882, additional oar goes were sent from both Australia and New Zealand. 

In 1894, the first cold storage warehouse to be equipped with mechanical refrig­

eration (nsmeljt the Montreal Cold Storage and Freesing Company), wns erected. 

Refrigeration did not become generally aooepted in oeam shipment by Canada, 

however, until the olose of the oontury. 

Although live ant tie were chipped to Kngland from the neighbourhood 

of Clinton prior to the spring of 1876, Huron County's overseas trade In cattle 

did not develop to any gre-t extent until 1678. At the spring sale of the 

Huron County Livestock Association, in that year, Messrs. * at son, Spooner, Heara, 

and Mooney, ef Clinton, purehaaed 70 head of oattle and 600 cheep which they 

68 
planned to ship to England during the second week of April. Daring the summer. 

Messrs. Mooney, Watson, end Rattenbury embarked for En-land, taking with them 

a shipment of 180 head of oattle and 3 horses. During 1870-79, cattle were 

selling at a comparatively low price, in Huroni in Hullett, yearling steers 

sold at |18 end oows at foci James ?iok«rd, of Exeter, sold a prise yoke of 

oxen to a Toronto buyer for $126! and Robert Winters, of Seaforth, purchased 

a pair of steers, weighing 3,000 pounds, for $110. 

From 1677 to 1680, farmers in the Seaforth aren ho -an to feed on 

increased number of oattle for the British market, after havinr raised stock 

principally for dairying purpoesK During the year following *he ben on 

American cattle, Canada, principally Ontario, shlppsd 32,680 head of oattle to 

Orcat Britain. Meanwhile, Huronltes sought to discover a market for oattle in 

Maaitobai three yeare. earlier, James Watt, a oattle buyer in Hullett, travelled 

69 
to Manitoba, in order to study the possibilities of raising oattle there. In 1880, 

Messrs. Parker and Clegg, of morris, also went to Manitoba with a shipment of 

cattle and horsest when they learned that Manitoba was a poor shipping point, 

they returned to Huron with their livestock? 
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Two of the foremost settle exporters in Huron County in 1880 were 

Janes Dickson and Thomas Ocvenleek, both of Tuokersmith. Dickson exported 

five or six head of fat grade cattle annually, receiving approximately seven 

cents per pound! in 1860, he sold five young thoroughbred bulls at an average 

price of more than #100 each. Govcnleok graced about 160 head, but often 

purchased a greater number, which were sent to Buffalo and "fed up"i he preferred 

tc purchase steers weighing 900 pounds in spring and to fatten then to 1300 

pounds ay fall. For the Knglish market, grade cattle of two years and three 

montha ef age were favoured! Govenlock paid from #3 to $.1.50 per hundredweight 

for his ssttlc, whioh sold in England at from 7d. to 9d. per pound, or from 

#14.80 to 618 per hundredweight. Oovenlook generally shipped from Montreal, 

curing the spring end midsummer, in order to avoid the competition offered by 

Irish, Scotch, Oermon, and other grass-fad oattle. 

By I860, It was believed that "the dawn of a better day was some", 

as experiments hed conclusively shown that Huron's surplus of eatile, and live­

stock generally, found re*dy sale in Britain. It was predicted that If the 

English demand continued, Huron, within a few years, would "rival Wellington 

and other famous stock-raising districts in Ontario," Indeed, Huron hod oome 

to the fore in prise-winning settle ranks only in 1880 and 1881, when B. Snell 

(Ollnten), end James Diekson (Tuokersmith), carried off ten of the nineteen 

prises whioh Huronltes won since the inauguration of the provinoial exhibitions. 

By I860, the majority of the townships of Huron were producing Durham grade 

cattle! Ooderich, McKillop, and Y.awonosh appear to have produced the greatest 

number of thoroughbred Durhoms, although Wawanosh and Grey led in total production. 

Of Hullett's cattle, 75 per cent, were thoroughbred or imported. The county 

contained 66,626 head of oattle in 1840, or nearly five times the number listed 

in I860* 



261. 

HORSESj The Canadian horse was not very highly esteemed by the early farmers 

78 
of Upper Canada, because the work of strong oxen afforded greater satisfaction. 

Horses were more expensive than oxen, in matters o'' rigging, ourrylng, stabling, 

snd feeding! besides, oxen, when past service, oo Id be enten, while horses, 

78 

when old, were deemed a feast only "for busaards." Agrioultural sooieties sought 

to establish a higher standard in horse-breeding during the early 'fifties, but 

formers were generally averse to purchasing the services of expensive stallions. 

When D. iSoDonald, of Goderioh, inquired of the "Canada Farrier" about thoroughbred 

horsoe, he was informed (1866) that of four suoh animals in Upper Canada, three 

were in foronto? 

Horse-breeding was stimulated by the improvement of roods and the 

increase in teaming, the expansion of the lumbering industry, the demands of 

the iron end steel Industry in Pennsylvania, and the demand in several American 

slties for horses to be used an street-railways. Light general horses were 

preferred for light wagons and for street-car service, while henry draught 

horses were required for hauling lumber, Iron, and steel. The increasing 

importance of horses eontri" ited to the decline of oxen and to greater depend-
0 

ence upon cattle as « souroe of moat and dairy products. In 1842, Upper Canada 

eontained 114,700 horsesi in 1848, 154,400! in I860, 277,268j and in 1870, 

S68,886i the number cf oxen Sn the province deoreeoed from 99,606 in 1880, to 
To 76 

47,941 in 1870. Huron County contained 1,352 horses in 1860, at whioh time 
the oost of farm-horses ranged from 215 to £20 per head, which was slightly 

7t 
more then the eost of a yoke of oxen. 

In Hovember, 1866, a general order-in-oounoil removed restrictions 

78 
on the importation of horaas, but despite a considerable amount of llvestook 

79 
breeding In various sections of tho province during the nest few years, Canada, 

80 
in 1868, imported only 26 horses, while exporting 7,005. Markets were widening 
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in fermsny, France, Belgium, Australia, the United States and Great Britain. 

From 1867 to 1878, Germany Imported 14,000 mares, in order to bolster the 

strength of eavalry units during the France-Prussian war, and thereby contributed 

to a shortage of horses in other parts of Europe. Belgium expressed concern 

over the decline in horse-breeding, following an epidemic of murrain among its 

81 
stock, and Franca, too, was defioient in horses. In 1870, it was announced 

82 
that Clydesdale horaas had become favoured in Australia. In 1872, there was 

so groat a scarcity of horses in i*ew York state, that it was common for yokea 

of oxen to be seen on the streets, Broadway not excepted, of Hew Tork olty. 

The exlstenoe of a good market in inrlsnd, where work-horses, in the fall of 

1672, brought 8886 per head, was a factor in stimulating horse-breeding in 

83 
Canada. In 1874, horses were in great demand In the western states, and were 

imported from Europe and Canadai the two classes moat in demand were heavy 

84 
draught and carriage horses. 

Meanwhile, there was a continued improvement in the breeds of horses 

86 
in Huron County. Daring the 'sixties, George Houghton, of Seaforth, conducted 

86 
an agency, through whioh two hundred horses, ohiefly Clydesdale, passed each 

year. In March, 1878, wllliam Peck, of Stanley, sold two heavy drnught and 

general purpose stallions for 18600, to a Hibbert farmer, who proposed to 

travel with theae horses throughout a section of Huron County curing the approaeh-

87 

ing breeding season. In October, 1873, Hugh Love, of Hay, imported a one-year-

old filly, and a pair of two-year-old Clydesdale stallions from Scotland! those 
88 

horses were regarded as a souroe of future benefit to the community. Two years 

later, John Mason, of Hullett, purchased for #2260 an imported stallion, named 

89 
"Crown Prince," which he planned te sell to an Ohio buyer. W. Hodgson, of 

Exeter, sold on imported stallion,named "Bank of England," to Mr. Mason, for 
90 

12800. 



By 1874-78, Huron was acquiring a reputation for its produotion of 

heavy draught horses) in South Huron alone, the arervioos of fourteen imported 

stallions were available in M7o. At the Western Fair, held at London during 

that year, the majority of the beat horses oamr* from Huron and Middlesex. 

Huron led particularly with its draught and general purpose horses, fames 

MaDonegh (Colbome), James Loadman (Exeter), James Swinnerton (Exeter), and 

Hugh Love (Hay) exhibited several fine stallions and mares. »<illlaci herblson 

(Ooderieh) displayed a home-bred general purpose stallion, whioh had already 

won ton prises, ineluding first prise at the Western Fair of 1874. 

The period from 1876 to 1881 witnessed nn increased activity in the 

sals and breeding of horses. The Philadelphia Centennial (1876) served to 

advertise Canadian livestock, particularly horses. Twelve horses from Huron 

98 
County were entered in oomnetition, and created a favourable Impression. 

Canadian horses, fed on hay and oats, were regarded ns stronger-boned than 

corn-fed American horses, and for this reason were deemed superior. It was 

generally stated that the former were preferred because they 'were not fed up 

ao high" aa Amerioon horses, — whioh were fed on oorn "like so many pigs",— 

94 
and would accordingly "wear better." After 1876, American dealers regularly 

visited Iiuron County and other sections of the province, offering from #120 to 

#200 far sound, heavily-built animals. English buyers preferred a lower grade 

96 
of horse, and would pay only ;8Q to >120 per head. During the fall of 1876, 

eighteen he>vy draught horses, purchased in the neighbourhood of Ooderich, 

96 
were shipped to Michigan, for the purpose of hauling lumber. 

One of the foremost importers of henvy draught horses in Huron was 

Charles Kaeon, Bruoefield, who sold draught horses at prices ranging from #1000 

upward. In 1878, William Kitt, Clinton, sold a span of onrriage-horses to a 

Hamilton firm for #286! John Stewart, Stanley, sold a s>sn o ' colta for #260i 

99 
Thomas Patterson, East Wawanosh, sold a span of horses for #400! and Messrs. 



Mooney, eateen, end Battenbury ahlpped three horses to England, along with some 
100 

cattle. 

At the spring show Of stalllone hei* in "out Huron, in 1877, there 

were t irty entries, eleven of which wero imported and "of great excellence." 

Tie exhibition in the aucoeeding year oonprisod t! irty a even entries, including 

one Pereleron, the first of its kind to enter the oounty. It was deolared at 

the latter exhibition that "the farmers of Huron stand in the foremost ranks 

aa producers ef horses, especially of tlie heavy class." At London's Western 

Fair, in 1879. several Huron horse-dealers displayed thoroughbred specimens, 

most of which were Imported Clydes. The ohlef exhibitors, were J. Wilson, 

J. Oak, end J. ImeeViaTi, of Exeter! T. Case, of Rogervillej end \. Innes, of 

lot 

Clinton. 

From 1877 tc 1878, there was « slight Increase in the British demand 

for roadster horses, but this demand was short-lived, to be supplanted in the 

following yeer by increased Importations by Huron and other counties, of British 

Clydesdalee. In the winter of 1879-80, a considerable number of heavy drought 

horses, purchased in the townships about Goderioh, were shipped from Goderioh 
10f 

to the United States. It was a common practice for Huronltes to sell their 

horses through on agent, who paid, for ordinary horses #90 to ^100, and for good 

Olyees, #188 to #800, Buyers from l»ew Tork and Soston preferred Canadian horses 

tc these raised in the western states, and paid #26 to ^50 per head more for 

the iormer. Burnerous Ontario horses, principally from the oeaforth district, 

end Carleton County, were exported to Pennsylvania, where Dutoh buyers fed them 

for a year or two, prior to shipping them to eastern American cities. Thus 

Onteric farmers, by failing tc negotiate directly with theae markets, lost what 

the middlemen gained. Darin,/ the sprl'iy ot 1680, American buyers were active 

in purchasing, on generous terms, horsca in the neighbourhood of Senforth. 
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Between February and August, 1880, Agent George Houghton snipped 250 horses 

fron that area. Independent farmera also sold directly to «nerioan buyers! 

for esmmple, J.J. Fischer, of Cclborne, sold a prise-winning imported Clydes­

dale stallion to J.6. Buaey, of Champagn, Illinois, for #3,100. On Hovember 10, 

1881, at a meeting ef the Amerioan Clydesdale Association, at Chicago, attempts 

were made to curtnil the importation of Canadian grade horses, unless their 

106 
genealogy was recorded in the Clydesdale stud-book of Great Britain and Ireland. 

107 
Theae attempts failed, however, end by 1885, the Amerioan market for horses 

108 
had expanded so rapidly that Canada was temporarily unable to supply it. 

109 
As sarly as 1878, Ontario horses were exported to '-anitoba, but 

the demand did not raoh sis*~>le proportions until 1888. In 1880, Messrs. Perk 

snd Clegg, cf Morris, went to Manitoba, with a car-lead of horses! when they 

dissevered that Manitoba was not a suitable shipping-point, they returned home 

110 
with their stock. Two years later, the judges of the prite farms in Huron 

sailed north from Ooderich on the etewaer "Ontario", and noted a shipment of 

horses bound for the Canadian westi et Goderioh, sixteen horses were taken 

aboard, and at Kincardine, thirty-four more, whioh were 'jammed into a space 

hardly sufficient for half the number." Daring the early 'eighties, Esoex 

112 

County was the leading exporter of horses to Manitoba. 

The rapid strides taken b Huron County in the deoartoaent of horse-

raising are attested by the success of the county's entries at provincial and 

local agricultural exhibitions. Of one hundred and seven prises reoeived by 
113 

Hnronltcs at the provincial shows, sixty-five were fcr agricultural, carriage, 

end heavy draught horses. The years 1869 to 1874 indloate a peak in the 

preduotion of fine animals, as forty-five of the sixty-five awards were reeeived 

during that period. Outstanding horse-breeders were Charles Mason, of 

Tuokersmith, J.J. Fischer, cf Colborne, and B. McGregor, of Bruoefield. 



In 1880, Huron County contained 21,441 horses, nearly sixteen times 

the number listed thirty years previously. The majority of tho towns; ips pro­

duced general purpose horses, ehiefly grruie from Clydesdale stook. Clydesdale 

horses were preferred because they wen able to accomplish heavy worlc when only 

two or two end one-half ye«rs of » e. A few Peraherons were in evidence in 

Huron, after 1878, and the fioyal George and Clear Grit, two Canadian breeda, 

were fairly common. Goderioh, -cKilloo, Tuokersmith, Usborne, *ullett, and 

Hay were paying inereasi attention to breeding from Imported horses. Turnberry 

led in produotion, but Goderioh, in the main, produced the beat heavy draught 

horses and a number of fine coach horses. 

SHEEPi Sheep-raising always held a position of some importance in frontier 

areas because it was a profitable oouroc of material for food and clothing. 

Moreover, sheep, by their habit of mechanical treading, and by ti.eir produotion 

of manure, had a beneficial effect in preparing land for grain-growing. The 

adaptability cf Upper Canada to cheep-raisinr was perceived durin, tlie 'forties, 

snd English breeds, fcr example, Leieesters, Cotswolde* Soutlidowns, Linoolns, 

Cheviots, and Teeswaters, were imported on a gradually increasing socle, during 

116 

the ensuing decade. Long wool, especially of the Leicester variety, was produced 

al ost w oily in the western port of the province, owln« to the mild short 

winters, whereas in the eastern seotion, short brittle wool was roduoei 

XJ 6 
»d. 

In 1842, there were 576,700 sheep In Upper Canada, and in 1848, there 

117 
were 833,800,of which 17,841 were in the Huron District. Huron County proper, 

in I860, contained 9,966 sheep, which produced 28,639 pounds of wool. Ooderich 

township, which contained only 600 sheep in 1848, now led in production with 

2,882 hood, and 6,667 pounds of wool. The oost of sheep, at about 1850, was 

118 
from 10s. to El per head. Increased Interest in sheep-raisln' wns manifested 
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by huronltes during ths 'sixtlsa, so t'et by 1866, lieorge Auckland, following 

a sojourn in Huron, was able to * ay spcoial tribute to sheep-ra'-sing in that 
119 

looalityi 

"The livestock of t:.e district may be oonsidered i;eaerally 
above par, a pretty fair use having of late years been made of 
pure bred males, both in oattle ana in seep. The latter consist 
exclusively of long wools, many of then a result o. n cross with 
the Leicester and Cotswold. When well fattened, many of these * 
anixals attain to rreat weights, both in carcass and fleeoe, and 
Sheep are reckoned ss the most paying" part of livestock." 

Other sections of the province evidenced their Interest by forminr organisations 

to promote wool-growingt the "Brant Wool Growers' Association" was formed at 

180 
Peris (Brsnt County) in M«roh, 1868, to attain this eurpeee. Sheep-shearing 

exhibitions contributed to the growth of a cooperntive opirit In various oemwanitlest 

at s sontest hold at Hamilton, in i4ey, 1868, John Gill, of Exeter, wns adjudged 

121 
the beet ahearer. 

Sheep ware inexpensive to feed, as they usually consumed pea-straw, 

to whioh eattle were not partial. A Wroxeter farmer, in 1864, evinoed satis-

122 
faction from the use ef turnips as feedi 

"I have some very fine specimens of native hreedB of 
sheep, which winter with and share the same as my Leicester 
sheep The difference in quality ia remarkable .•••• 
A flock of sheep fed on turnips all winter, postured well 
during the following summer, and fed with turnipe the second 
winter, should wei-h eighty to one hundred pounds, and briny 
ln a good profit." 

Four yeara later, a Orey towns do farmer stated that he found rape a valuable 

128 
ateek-feed for "the man who wants early lambs." Ths principal difficulty in 

eheep-ralaing woe the matter cf shelter and protectioni not only were warm, 
124 

dry sheds essential, but dege, wolves, and lynxes hod to be warded off. In 1879, 

a Huronite inquired of the "weekly Clobe" as to the sine of a sheep-house for 

from sixty to seventy-five ewesi the answer revealed that n shed forty feet 

126 | I8 
square would provide ample space. The threat of wild «snimals r d u a l l y decreased. 
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but during the 'seventies, there were several instances of sheep-killin, by 

127 
doys. In faot, in Fobriory, 1676, the Huron County Council determined not to 

128 
-rant any compensation to farmers whose sheep had suffered death in this manner. 

While shecp-raisiig demanded protective measures, it did not, however, require 

129 
a considerable amount Of the cosily oonmodity of labour. 

Prior to IP 0, m>st of Upper Canada's mutton hod cone fron the 

western states, but after tva. date, Canadian sheep trnde expended, and assumed 

two formsi (1) thoroughbred long-woclled aheap to the United ftotcs for breeding 

purposes! end (t) mutton sheep to the United States and Great Britain. Canadian 

wool found a ready market in the United States, and following the conclusion 

of reciprocity, Amcrlean manufacturers agitated against the Imposition of 

duties, declaring that without the long wool of Canadian here's, they would have 
150 

te eloae their mills! Canadian experts in wool and mutton to the United States 

181 
continued at a fairly even tempo, however, during the next few years. In October, 

1876, William MeClaln, of Gederloh, and a Mr. Wholey, of Stratford, ahlpped to 

the Albany and Sew Tork markets twenty-four car-loads of sheep and lambs, — 

182 
4,560 heed in ell, — at a return of #84,480. The American demand was light 

in 1880, as evidenced by poor returns fron a sale of two hundred lambs in 

133 
Buffalo by William Elder of Tuokersmith. 

The trade in sheep between Ontario and Great Britain was as followsi 

in 1876, nonei in 1877, 3,157 head! in 1878, 11,988! In 1679, 64,721| and in 

184 
1880, 109,606 hoed, out of a total of 110, 143 head from tlie whole of Canada, 

The English demand Increased still more in 1881, when there were two million 
136 

less sheep in England than there had been la 1878. The preference in the 

Bmgllsh market, which paid better prices for mutton than for beef, was for 

the meat of the Southdown. The beat weight for shipment overseas wns about 

160 pounds live weight, whioh was equivalent to 76 or 80 pounds dressed. The 

tendency of many farmers in Canada waa, — as Thomas Oovenloek, of Seaforth, 



expressed it, in 1880, — for farmera to 'sell off their lambs too much, and 

thereby cause a deficiency in wethers, which were in demand in the rltlsh 

market. In shlppinr sheep to England, many farmers adopted the expediency of 

forming a group, in order to share exoensss and thereby lessen the eost of 

shipment. In the soring of 1878, Messrs. Watson, Spooner, Hearn, and Mooney, 

of Clinton, purchased five hundred head of sheep for immediate shipment to 

Bngland. Independent farmers alao shipped sheep overseasi two of the most 

prominent sheep-breeders in Huron were Thomas Govenlook, of Seaforth, who 

shipped oe many as one thousand sheep in one season, and Hugh Love, of Hey 

township. The former raised Leicester sheep, but was of the opinion that a 

cross of the Leicester and Southdown would produce a fine animal, although 

he had not yet experimented in this wise. Mr. Love had beun sheep-raising 

seriously in 1873, when he purchased five shearling Cotswold rons from four 
187 

of the outstanding breeders in the Cotswold hills. 

Wool enjoyed an excellent market during the 'seventies, especially 

during and immediately after, the Franco-Prussian war. In 1871, the produot 

sold at Chatham at 34 eta. to 37& ots. per pound, while at Brookville it 

commended 28 eta. to 80 cts. per pound, — a fact indicative of the supremacy 

ef western Ontario's wool, at that dote. So great on interest woe exhibited 

in the possibilitiss of wool produetion on the part of one resident of Goderich, 

139 
that, in 1878, he imported a pair of Angora goats for breeding purposes. 

Despite the gradual disappearance of the frontier, a decline in 

the price of wool, increased competition from Australian produoers, and the 

rise ef the dairying industry, sheep-raising retained a prominent position in 

Buron County, whioh contnined 53,633 sheep in 1880. The majority of the town­

ships were produeing Leicester and Cotswold sheep, and their grades! every town­

ship, except Turnberry, appears to have been well-adapted for sheep-raising. 



Wawanosh, which had trailed in produotion in I860, with 160 head, led in 1880 

with 6,586 animals. At the provincial exhibitions, prior to 1880, Huron gained 

nine awards for sheep, ohicfly of the Leicester variety« four prises were won 

by James Petty, ef Bruoefield, during 1855-57, and four were reoeived by Hugh 

Love, of Hay, during 1870-77. 

HOGSi Hog-raising developed slowly in Huron County, and indeed, throughout 

the province, because wheat-growing and cattle-raising tended to restrict the 

produetion of hogs. In 1850, .iuron contained only 6,327 hogs, more than one-

fourth cf whioh were in Goderich township. During the 'fifties, individual 

breeders boron to import hogs, ohie/ly of the Berkshire, Suffolk, and Yorkshire 

varieties! but serine, in the main, were ugly,wiry creatures, "of an ordinary 

X4Q 
or inferior character," owing to inadequate fencing and "roaming boars. The 

produetion of pork in Upper Canada increased from 317,010 barrels in 1861 to 

336,744 berrels in 1861, and most of it was marketed in the lumber eampa along 

the Ottawa River. 

Several factors influenced the development of tlie hog industry during 

the 'sixties and 'seventies. While the Civil War wns in >royresB, the United 

States prohibited the exportation of live hogs to Upper Canada, thereby dimin­

ishing the amount of pork packed In Canada for sale in the Britiah market. 

A concerted irive was forthwith be un by Canadian farmers to raise "Canadian 

pea-fed pork," whioh became more highly esteemed than "American oorn-fed pork." 

This movement was aided and abetted by Samuel iiash and William Davies, who 

conducted, (via the "Canada Farmer," 1864-69), a thorough oourBe of instructions 

in hog-breeding! farmers were advised to miso Berkshire, Essex, and smaller 

breeds, to grind stook-feed, and to keep hogs securely penned. The high price 

of peas and coerce graina, owing to the depredations of the pea-weevil end other 

insects, ooused hog-raisins to bcoome costly and disfavoured in aeveral sections 

of the province? Huron County was not seriously affooted by the poo-weevil 



278, 

until the middle 'seventies, however. Hog-raising reoeived Its greatest 

stimulus from the dairyin- industry, whioh militated ayainst sheep-raising 

snd favoured the produoion of hogs as a "side-line" to the manufacture of 

butter snd cheese. The number of hors in the provinee inorcased from 776,001 

in 1860 to 874,664 in 1870? 

From 1867 to 1870, much of Huron County's york was sold to packing 

146 o. The Toronto and Hamilton concerns 

preferred iys wliioh weighed fr.-m 160 to 250 pounds, alive j and paid as high 

as ten dollars per hundrcdwei -ht. A considerable number o>" Iiuron fnrmers slang 

the Buffalo and Lake Huron Railway, shipped their hogo to Ouffalo firms, which 

packed more Canadian hops than did firms at Toronto. During the 'aeventies, 

hogs (dressed) sold at approximately #8 per hundredweight. At about 1870, 

William Elder, Tucker ami th, owned 22 hogs, eaoh of whioh weighed 300 pounds, 

alivei these hogs were sold at Exeter at three cents per pound, which was 

149 
higher than the yrloe offered in London at that time. 

During the late 'seventies, Huron County contained a*, least four 

pork-peeking establishments, whioh purohaeed a lare proportion of the hogs 

raised in the surrounding district. Jsnes Petty, one of the first importers 

of thoroughbred stook in the county, owned a concern at Hensall, where 2,000 

160 161 

hogs were peeked annually. Durinr the winters of 1876 and 1877, W.:;. Robertson, 

Seaforth, pecked from 600 to 700 hogs par season, and was completely sold out 

by mid-summer. Hugh Robb, also of Seaforth, was active in the pork-peeking 
168 

business for four yesrs, accepting from 400 to 500 hogs psr ssason. In 1878-79, 

John Beottie engaged in business at Seaforth. He favoured the raising of 

smaller hogs whioh weighed from 160 to 200 pounds when dressed, rather than 

the produotion of heavier oncat for each order he reeeived for hems weighing 

14 to 16 pounds, ten orders were received for hems of from 8 to 12 pounds. 



878. 

Lean : axz and aeon were preferred In the British market, while coarse, f nt meat 

was favoured in lumber-camps. In preserving nork, I r. Seattle used ^ ron sa l t 

whioh had been -thoroughly dried, end reported -tin no meat hod been spoiled 
164 

during the two seasons Ke hod been In business. 3y 18rt3, there were several 

pork-peekin; estabile ments in western Ontario, but they were all eolipssd by 

the Davies Pocking Plant, at Toronto, whioh handled 50,000 hogs annually. 

By 1880, hog-raising was carried on only to a limited extent in 

most of the eounties of Ontario, and was oonfined to a subsidiary role in 

connection with butter end oheese factories. The south-western counties, hssem 

end Kent, proved to be exceptions, snd oontinued to produoe oorn-fed bacon on 

a large so ale. Huron County exhibited less progress in hog-raising than in the 

ether departments of livestock produetion, *nd contained only 16,996 hop-a, in 

I860. Host of the townships fsvoured Berkshire and uffol'.r hogs and their orosses. 

Ashfield, which had been in last olaoc in hog produetion in 1860, was now the 

leading township, while Goderioh, whioh had been f «u* in advance thirty years 

before, fell to ninth place. At provincial exhibitions Huronltes were successful 

In galninr eleven swards for swine% seven of these prises went to John Cummings, 

who was on outstanding breeder of hogs during the early 'seventies. 

POULTRYi Poultry-breeding did not attain very grent proportions in Huron 

County until the lata 'sixties, prior to whioh fowl were kept to provide moat 

and eggs for home consumption. Progress in this brannh of farming was stinulated 

by tha provincial exhibitions, by poultry associations, and by the appearance 

of local dealers, who made the marketing of eggs both profitable and practicable. 

Tarious breeds of poultry were awarded provinoial prises from 1860 onward, but 

188 
exhibits wore usually confined to a small group of bird fanolera, few of whom 

Come from Huron. In 1868, O.K. Crcsswcll, Tuokersmith, received a prise for 

s pair of game fowl, and three years later, a pair of guinea fowl merited an 
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award fcr Samuel Tye, of Stanley. In 1866, the Canada Weet Poultry Association 

was organised at Toronto, and two years latsr it was transformed into the 

Ontario Poultry Association. Annual exhibitions were sponsored, but the fowl 

shown were usually "show birds," sush as Coohlna, Dorkings, Uamburga, and Brahma-
lee 

putraa, Aylesbury and Rouen duoks, and « limited number of geese and turkeyc. 

Theae fowl commanded such exorbitant prices, however, that they were beyond 

189 

the reach ef the average farmer! indeed, fowl for breeding purposes were not 

considered important enough to be Included in the enumerated free l i s t of the 

Canadian tariff of 1867? 

Daring the 'seventies, owing largely to the efforts of the Ontario 
161 

Poultry Aesociation, many persons were making poultry-breedlny, the 3ubjeet of 

intelligent study, and Increasing attention was paid to the matters of housing 

and feeding. Worm, well-ventilated hen-houses were advooated, together with 

substantial food, such as beef «ad pork soraps, cabbage, corn-meal, and wheat-

bran. In 1674, a firm at Brighton, Massachusetts, manufactured hen-feed from 

dried meat and bones, and »ol the oompound at #40 per ten! when corn-meal and 
162 

whcet-bran were added, an excellent egt;-produeing food resulted. Poultry-keeping 

in Huron County increased considerably after 1867, the year in whioh D.D. Wilson 

established his "Egg Emporium" at Seaforth. Improved methods In packing, storing, 

and transporting eggs also furnished stimuli for their produotion. 

The majority r>t Huron farmers deemed i t profitable to maintain about 

f ifty or sixty fowl en a ono-hundred-aorc tern* Breeds kept by lluronltes Ineluded 
168 Plymouth Reek, Brahma, Came, Black Spanish, and Whits Leghorn, .lymouth Rock 

was considerat the best breed t It produced a large hard-shelled egg, was a good 

tabic fowl, end matured at en early age. Brahma and Came furnished an exoellcnt 

cross-breed. Black Spanish was s prolific layer, but the shell of i t s eggs was 

toe fragile, thus necessitating greater oare in packing. Geese were kept by 
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most Huron farmers, and beearaa so numerous aim unrestrained In Coderioh in 1878, 

that demands nroee to have these feathery wanderers suouroly penned! the Uoderieh 

Council wns lax in ita trantaent of this situation, and for sane tine wns dubbed 

with the "euphonious cognomen of 'Goose*. In 1879, efforts were mode in Clinton 

to organise a poultry association, in order to arouse grantor interest in this 

branch of livestock raising, to bring brooders together, and to discue.s natters 

pertaining to poultry. On the whole, by 1880, the poultry in Furon oonsisted 

ehiefly ef the oommon varieties of hens, geese, ducks, and turkeys* Ooderieh 

ems the only township whioh reeereed a noticeable improvement in poultry-breeding. 

BJKSi Honey-bees are not natives of Canada, but wero imported originally 

from Europe. Although provinoial prises were awarded for oonb and jar honey 

as early as 1866, — a native of Colbome township reoeived first prise for 

olear hooey in 1878, — bee eulture did not attain much importance in Upper 

Canada until the 'sixties. It wss during this period that J.H. and L'.M. Thomas, 

of Brocklln (Ontario County), continually submitted articles on bees and bee­

keeping to the "Canada Farmer." The former, who became apiary editor of this 

187 

journal, was responsibls for the formation of the Ontario Bee-Keepers' Association, 

whish provided on impetus to the expansion of bee-culture. Other faotors 

inoludcd the -rawth of horticulture and dairy pasturing, and the gradual adoption 

of clovers as hey crops throughout the province. By 1870, Ontario wns reported 

to contain 94,604 bee-hives. 
168 

In June, 1664, a letter appeared in the "Canada Farmer", written 
by a Hay township former, who sought information relative to bee-keeping, in 

169 
order "to get up a stock of bees." Two years later, another letter appeared 

from John Jewott, of Lueknow, who described bee-hives whioh he had manufactured 
170 

twenty-six years before. The some writer later discussed how he had wintered 



176. 

his boos for the past three seasons* snd submitted directions for building a 

board shelter for hives. During tlie 'seventies, bee-'.̂ oyi-.y, ocano lrore^singly 

popular among Huron farmers and (trlciwj, althu.ijh it \ts-n iracJ1sed largely by 

X71 

amateurs. In i-orch, 1678, "A.S.", of Laoiciow, declared that ho and others In 

hia neighbourhood thought that they should be encouraged In their efforts to improve 

their stocks of bees, by not having to pay 17j yer cent, ad valorem duty on 

Italian bce6 imported from the -nltee States. The "Globo" sts'-oi +1 :*J bees 

wore ineluded in the category of "eniraals imported for the improvement of stock", 

snd were therefore exempt from duty, s t i l l another Huron farmer, of Ashfield, 

wrote to the "Olobe", Inquiring about a book on bee-keeping. 

In I860, i t was stated that this department of agriculture eould be 

made very profitable in Buron County, because of tlie considerable extent of land 

devoted to clover. A good stock was capable of easting one swam and of produeing 

forty pounds of honey. Artificial oombs, and Fisher hives, which protected bees 

in winter, wore widely used. One spiary in Huron In 1880, contained between 

sixty and one hundred colonies* The owner, who bellowed that white olover snd 

baeewood blossoms were the best honey-flowers, used Italian bees exclusively* 

The greater part of his honey waa sold in the local market, at 20 ots. per pound 

for extracted honey, and 26 ots. per yound for oombj he had, moreover, shipped 

bees tc several centres. Including Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island. 

According to the returns of the townships of Ontario which were sub­

mitted to the Agricultural Commission in 1880, only 63 of the 409 townships con­

tained no improved stcek at o i l . This sbssnee of improvement, i t was stated, could 

be attributed tc penurious habits, rather than to la ok of intelligence in mnttora 

cf Breeding, Buron County, by 1860, was among the foremost counties in the pro­

duction cf livestock, snd every township contained evidence of In-roved stock. 

In feet, erne township — Hullett — boasted that seventy-five }^er oent. of i ta 

atook was pure-bred, while s t i l l another township — Colborne — contained #88,000 

worth of imported livestock. 
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CHAPTER XII 

Dairying did not assume a major position in agriculture in Huron 

Oounty until the *sixties, although butter an3 ohoeae had been considered 

products of potential value as early as 1648. The manufacture of butter and 

ohoeae had been the task of the farmer's wife, and involved an art whioh was 

2 

easily acquired end universally practised. The establishment of the factory 

system of cheese- and butter-makiny transferred manual labour from the farm 

to the factory, and substituted male for female labour. Attention was alao 
3 

drawn to the possible shortage of oattle, a situation which the factory system 

sought to remedyi for example, it became a ooranon practice for faotoriea 

to maintain a herd of swine whioh were fed on left-over whey. 

Various factors contributed to the rapid development of dairying 

in "ur>n County and in Upper Canada generally. The advent of the factory system, 

introduced from New York strte, was the most important single factor, snd was 

further reinforced by the migration of technique, machinery, and methode from 

Hew York state and European countries, and the successful application of them 

in Canode The introduction of tho factory system made possible the great 

inore-se in produotion whioh provided the basis for a considerable export 

trnde in butter and oheese. The formation of dairy associations, fter 1867, 

and their influence via annual discussions and oheese fairs also provided a 

stiiuluB, whioh was strengthened by government grants. The repeal of the 

reciprocal agreement with the United States and the resultant faterionn tariff 

of 20 per cent, ad valorem on live settle, and duties on butter and oheese, 

directed Canadians towards the BritlJt' -arket. The loss of the American market 

for grains, sush as barlsy, brought about an inorcased use by Canadian farmera 
SOS. 
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of these grains for stook-feed. Bony farmers, at tho prospect of failing 

wheat erops and prices, and the growing rivalry of other w ent-produolng areas, 

turned to dairying as a more profitable undertaking. Live stook am1 dairying 

had reciprocal influences on each other, and both industries owed much of their 

f-rowth to tlie development of transportation facilities, iiiol -ding oold storage, 

and to the demands of oonoentrated urban oemres. 

BUTT>T<» The manufacture of butter emerged i 1 reponse to local demand, but as 

a product of domestis eoomony it varied greatly in quality end was unsatisfactory 

for purposes of exportation. Until tlie 'eighties, Canadian butter was poor in 

quality, and lacked uniformity and cleanliness, despite Journalistic criticism 

6 

snd instruoticn concerning i t s msnufaot- re . Many farmers attempted to make butter 

from too few cows, tended to keep the cream tJO long, and to iuol.de too many 

ehurnings in one package of butter. Farmers' wives hod poor conveniences for 

nsnufocturlng and preserving butter, and stale and fresh ore an were often mixed 

together. The ear l i es t utensi ls used i.i farm dairies were wooden, but they were 

gradually replaced by earthenware, and la ter , by tinware. For many years, the 

most p o y l a r churn waa the type operated by an up-and-down "dasher", but th i s 

churn was supplanted by the box-ohurn. The la t ter consisted of on oblong so l id 

1 box, equipped with one or two eovers each twenty inches in diameter, in whioh a 

"dasher" waa operated b; turning a crank. Dun and Jones, a Huron firm, exhibited 

a number cf OJ urns at the provine!?1 inhibition in 1861. Thirty years later , a 

new type of churn appeared, known as the "trunk churn". Ioe-housea, dairy-oellars, 

or sprlr.,-- :ou8cs helped to remedy the lack of adequate refrigeration, and preserv­

ation was further assisted by the addition of salt -brine, which wns drained from 
7 

the butter before i t was marketed. There was no atandarisation of butter (at l eas t , 
8 

not before 1880), although suggestions for a system of inspection wero mode in 1872, 

and in 1880, Mr. W.S. Robertson, of Seaforth, ur-ed the adoption of suoh a system. 

By 1874, a number of farmers were r o l l i n - and etan >In their own 
9 

butter, hirt stars fcsopoes and dealers continued to s e l l "store-packed buttsr." 
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which was decidedly Inferior in grade, colour, and uniformity. At Toronto, 

Joseph Flevelle notes that butter was pcoked "In every kind of package, 

from tubs and p^nny sacks to boct-onscs and sugar barrels." Other containers 

inoludcd dish-pans, nail-ksgs, tin palls, wooden noils, crooks, and firkins, 

which were used ever and over again, often without being cleaned. Firkins, 

or white tubs, containing from twenty-five to one hundred pounds, were 

preferred until about 1674, when twenty-pound oontalners became popular. 

It was a common procedure for store-keepers to mix, re-salt, and re-pack 

varioua grodee of butter whioh was stored in cellars until tlie fall of tlie 

year. Butter was frequently edulterated by the addition of lard. 

The following quotation from a journal of 1Q70 indicates the 

attitude held towards "store-butter"i 

"[Butter] remains in his [the dealer'a] store for several 
days, exposed to light, heat, and dust, until the accumulation 
warns him thnt it is time to do something with it, and after 
a second manipulation and a considerable addition of salt, 
saltpetre, and sometimes sugar, it is consigned to the firkin 
...... The richest and poorest (grides] ..... are thrown 
indiscriminately together, and pounded up [to form a] 
... composition or rancid, pasty, variegated coloured yrenae 
..... certainly unworthy of the very name of butter." 

It was stated in loath Buron in 1878 that oonaidemble butter reached 

consumers in on unsalable eonditlon, and that Huronltes wars beeoming 

apprehensive ef market reports describing Canadian butter as "ehiefly for 

It 
wagon gresse, fourponoo a pound. 

Contingencies whioh affeoted the manufacture of butter included 

the kind of colt uaed, the metheda, machinery, and equipment involved in 

production, and the proper treatment of stock in the matters of adequate 
18 

shelter and food. Prior to the dlsoovory of salt in Huron County, Huron 

manufacturers of butter made use of ftaerloan (Oswego) salt. After 1866, 

Buron salt, which was highly reoommended by the Canadian Dairymen's Aasoo-

14 
lotion, was widely uaed. For several years, however, Huron salt was 
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criticised as being inferior to Oswego salt and British (Liverpool) salt. 

In 1880, Huron salt was deolared, following experiments conducted by Cornell 

15 16 
University, to be "absolutely pure"| an investigation conducted at the sane 

time, by the Agricultural Commission, was unproductive of results. On the 

17 
whole, by 1880, Huronltes were using Huron salt in tue r.rr.nfncture of butter. 

By 1870, it was a oommon practice for farmers to alntoin a small 

dairy of ten cows, and to conduct a churning once every twenty*-four hours. 

Buron cows generally prodded enough milk to manufacture lees than twenty pounds 

18 
Cf butter, although there were instances of greater yields. Within a few yeers, 

butter factories, later known as oreac-rathering factories or creameries, began 

to appear, and gradually dieplaeed domestic manufacture, exoept for home 

purposes. The transfer of butter-making to the factory oame nore slowly than 

did that of cheess•sacking| the first Canadian butter-factories were begun 

in the province of Quebec in 1873, and in the province of Ontario, at Teeswater 

(Bruce County), in 1875. Three years later, similar factories were created 

SO SI 
at Windham, and Lueknow, while plena for the establishment of a factory at 

22 
failed to materialise. In June, 1878, a group of Howiok rimers 

erected the "People'a Cheese and Butter Factory," with a onpltal stook of 

23 
#S,600, on the sixth oonoosslon of the township. By 1801, Huron County contained 

only one active creamery? but plans for a "Cooperative Union Crennery Company" 

SS 
were being mooted in Ooderieh township. 

The first ere series were operated on the Sohwarts system, by 

which milk was prepared for creaming by the principle of gravitation. Subaequently, 

the Coolcy system of separating oream was introduood, whereby milk was placed 

in speeielly constructed eons. The first continuous separator was developed 

in Denmark, by Heilsen, in 1878, one year before the appoaranoe of tho De Laval 

separator, and four yeara before the introduotlon of the centrifugal cream 

separator. Later, the Fairlamb system was adoyted, by whioh only oream was 



forwarded to the factory, thus lessening the cos , of transporting and handling 

the product. 

The produotion of butter in .uron County increased from 63,944 pounds 

in 1848 to 200,000 pounds in 1851, and to 1,869,832 jounds in 1870. In 1851, 

28 
upper Canada produood 16,064,632 rounds, end in 1861, 26,828,264 noundsf during 

the la t ter year. Lower Canada produood 16,906,949 oounds, Tho produot was not 

esteemed very highly in Great Britain in 1863, and in 1870, sold at only one-

29 

third of the prioe paid for Irish, Dutch, and Freneh butter. Meanwhile, Canada 

was still im ortin substantial emounta oi Amerioon butter, owinr. to the inferior 

quality of the home product, an to t e scarcity of it during several months 

of *he year. By 1874, Canadian butter exports t-, Great Britain surpassed those 
31 

of the United States! English buyers preferred butter made at Ilorrisburg (Dundas 

Osunty), st Broekville (Leeds County), and in the Eastern TownsLlps. In 1879-80, 

the amount of Canadian butter exported was 18,636,362 pounds, valued at more 
32 

then three million dollara. )nl a small amount of oreamery butter was exported 

before 1897, the year in whie ships plying between Montreal and ftreat Britain 

were equipped with mechanical refrigeration. 

Until the 'sixties, tne prioe of Canadian butter ranged from eight 

to ten pence par pound. In 1873, the merchants of Goderioh deolded to pay sixteen 

eents psr pound for first-class butter packed in firkins, and fourteen cents 
84 

for butter packed in rolls, snd thui Indiaated their preference for the former. 

Five yeara l»ter, Brussels mero}ents paid from six to fifteen cents for*rank to 

choice butter. In 1880, W.S. Robertson1, of Seaforth, one of the foremoat butter 

/dealers In Huron, paid twelve to slxtsen cents for dairy butter, and twenty-four 
87 

.eents for oreamery butter. Robertson, engaged in this b siness since 1870, 

shipped a considerable amount of but4 er to the British narlcot, on consignments. 

Edward Cash, else of Seaforth, had been in business since the 'fifties, but 

preferred to sell butter to shippers, rather tinn s i . the produot himself. 
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Farmers produood from twenty to one thousand pounds per season, and preferred 

89 
to eell their butter to local dealers, snd thus avoid market fees which were 

imposed on farmera who sold butter and eggs directly to stores. 

MILKi The growth or urban een^res lad to an inorcased consumption of 

fresh milk, but this product, like butter, proved to be unsatisfactory, because 

of the absence of any systematic regulations for inspection. !&lk distribution, 

during the 'seventies, was oonduotcd daily by a driver who seldom left the 

ssat of his wagon! his o ;stomers, summoned by a hand-bell, filled their pitchers 

fron milk-cans. Complaints were often voiced against t'e million's addition 

of chalk to restore normal appearance to blue milk, and against his too frequent 

40 
recourse to the pump in order to replenish his milk supply. In 1872, the 

public analyst at the Toronto General Hospital reported) "From ..... results, 

I ooneludc that the milk is diluted with from fifteen to twenty per cent, of 

water, a grave matter in suor. an important item of the diet of the sick." 

Sixteen years later, on analyst at Klugston denounced milk as a cause of 

(unhealthy conditions in larye cities. 

In 1860, L. .. Colvin, Cincinnati, patented a milking machine which 

obtained four quarts of milk per -dnutei four years later, an Tlnrlieh machine, 

48 
operated by mesne of hand-bellows was advertised, neither of theae was used 

48 
to any noticeable extent in Upper Csnada. The first milk oondensery in Canada 

was established at Truro, Sova Sootia, in 1883, but south-western Ontario 

subsequently became the foremost district in the produotion of all forms of 

concentrated milk. Little wss known, in 1660, about t a fat oontent of milk, 

and scientific tests were not forthcoming until 1888-90. Improvements in 

hygiene and ssnitation, the adoption of better methods of bottling, transportation, 

and diatrlbution, and the use of meoLanioal refrigeration, resulted in a 

eonsldoreble increase in milk consumption, by the end of the oontury. 



CHHBSBi Cheese-making was oonfined almost entirely to the form unti l the 
44 

'fifties end *sixtiesi skim-milk oheese was popular among tie early farmera, 

but It remained secondary in importance to butter and milk, whioh were more 

essential articles cf produce. Durlnr. t e 'forties, numerous oheese dairies 
48 

functioned in Hew Tork state, and aeveral Canadian farmera began to monufaoture 

cheese en a large soale. By 1846, Hiram Ranney, of Salford (Oxford County) 

manufactured cheese from the milk of nearly one hundred oows, and hauled the 

product to Hamilton. Private oheese manufacturing concerns also operated in 

the Leeds and Orenville district! in 1851, one of these establislossnts shippsd 

eight tons of choose to Scotland. By 1861, Ranney and his son-in-law, James 
47 

Harris, owned seven hundred cores and one hundred oows, and manufactured 
from twenty feur te twenty-eight tons cf ohoeae annually. Another Oxford 

48 
farmer, Andrew Smith, of Norwioh, produood more then fifteen tons in 1868. 

Evidence indioetcs that Huron County contained two or three private manufactories 

of cheese, b;, 18YS, w' ieh, for the most part, aborted the methods used in the 

American system ef cheese manufacturing. 

The Amerioon system of cooperative oheese factories appears to have 

been in operation in Hew York state after 1860, although its origins lay in 
49 

Switscrland in the early part of the century. Cheese fee- ories were established 

for the purpose of manufacturing cheese from the milk produced on ferns within 

a given area, and did not include farm dairies, where oheese wan made from tho 

milk of the owner's herd. Jesse >illisms is generally oredlted with having 

ereoted the first cheese factory, in 1862, in Oneida County. Twelve years 

later, Harvey Forrington, of Herkimer Oounty, uilt the first Canadian oheese 

factory near Borwieh (Oxford County), and aooepted the milk of more than three 

80 
hundred cows. At about the some time, Thomas Ballantyne ereoted the first 

Cheese factory in /ibbert (Perch County), and James Burnett established the 

first one in the province of Quebec, at Dunham. By 1865, Lower Canada oontained 



two factories and Upper Canada oonta'nad ten, four of whioh were situated In 

Oxford County, and one in Heatings County, ereoted at Belleville by Ketohum 
62 83 

Graham. One of theae, owned by Andrew Smith, of Norwich, utilised the milk 
64 

of six hundred oows, including one hundred end twenty of his own. The ensuing 

wears witnessed a phenomenal growth of cheese factories 1:: Upier Canada, which 

containedt in 18ot;, one hundred faotoricst in 1867, two hundred and thirty-five 

factories, of whioh thirty-six were in South Oxford! and in 1871, three hundred 

and twenty-three factories. It is noteworthy that, although the factory system 

began slowly In the enstern part of the province, by 1880 faotorics were located 
66 

predominantly (after Oxford Oounty) in Heatings, Glengarry, and Leeds Counties. 
87 

By 1875, there were st least seven oheese faotorics in Huron County, 

which provided sources "from which a good many of the farmers got most of their 

revenue at tha time. Three factories were located at Seaforth, and were owned 

89 
by A* Moloolmi John Chisholm! and E.J. Hiokson and Company, respectively! the 

remaining four were situated at Bruce ield, Brussels, Londesboro, and Clinton. 

Hiokson end Company, in 1874, produced eighty tons of cheese. The factory at 

Bruoefield wes established in May, 1874, and during ita firat season else monu-

61 
faetured eighty tens, from the milk of more than four hundred oows. The Brussels 

factory presented a satisfactory report for 1874i 46,264 rounds of oheese were 

produood from 466,C68 pounds of milk! the price reoeived by patrons for the 

oheese was 6.07 eents per pound. Meanwhile, the Londoaboro factory produced 

from the milk of throe hundred and fifty oows 118,210 pounds of oheese. The 

6B 
Clinton establishment, owned by Callander, Scott, and Company, produced 78,828 

pounds ef cheese fron the milk of five hundred oows. The seven factories 

produced, in 167S, an aggregate of 250 tons of oheese, from the milk of 2,600 

cows, at an average yield of 200 pounds of milk per cow. The prioe of oheese 

averaged 12J eents psr pound, thus adding to tho wealth of Huron farmers, 



from cheese alone, the sum of #68,800 — or on average of $26 for each cow. 

By 1880, there were at least nineteen oheese faotorics in Huron 

68 
County, located as followsi Ashfield, one, in tho south-east corner of the 

66 
townshioi West Wawanosh, one, at Manchester! East Wawanosh, one, the Beaver 

cheese factory, at the eleventh concession! Turnberry, two, at Dluevale and 

at Belmorej Howiok, two, one of w io was at Gorriej Morris, one, at the sixth 

eonoessloni Orey, Colbome, and Goderloi, nomei Hullett, one, in the south-east 

section! MsKillop, two, one of wliioh was at winthrop! Stanley, one, new Vernal 

Tuekersmitn, fourt one on tho ecuthorn boundary, one and one-half miles from 

Rcgervillc! another at Bruoefield! a third faotory two miles south-east, of 

71 

Clinton! end the fourth at Seaforth, whioh provide^ a markec for the north­

eastern part cf the township! ;iay contained no faotorics! Stephen, two, at 

72 78 

Bxeter end Crcditcni and Usborne, one,at Farquhar. It would appear that nunerous 

ether ohoeae factories had sprung into existence for a short-lived period, as 

was ths case in most of the agrioultural distriots of the provinee Cheese-

manufeeturing enterprises were not confined within the berdere of the county* 

in 1877, a Seaforth oitisen went to Manitoba in order to ley the foundations 
78 

of s aheeae factory there. 

There were two types of oheese feotory, — the proprietary and the 

cooperative. Proprietory factories purchased milk from a number of farmers 

who neither shared in the profits, nor had any direst voice in the management. 

Cooperative factories were profit-sharing, and were oontrollod by a committee 

or board of directors. The first typ* outnumbered the seoond in the province, 

but the average output ef the latter was.muoh greater. In the dairying districts 

of Oxford and Huron Countiea, farmers generally favoured the proprietary aystsm 

st first, preferring to receive six oents for one gallon (ten pounds) of milk 

then to obtain two eents per pound for whatever prioe the oheese brought at 

the market. In 1878, it was eommon for farmers to sell their milk to oheese 
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factories st seven or eight eents p«r gallon, tmo cooperative system had some 

supporters, however! far exemplo, a Tuokersmith eonocrn, in 1676, offered to 

transport the milk and te manufacture the cheese, in return for 2 8/4 eents 

77 
per pound, — an offer wh'oh was aooepted by the factory's patrons. The 

cooperative factory gradually supplanted the proprietary system, and beenme 

almost universally aoocyted. An indication of the volume of business conducted 

by a typical Huron factory is revealed by the following sta.isuiosi in 1879, 

the Regerville concern purchased 1,686,373 pounds of milk, from whioh 148,750 

pounds cf cheese were made) from the sale of this oheese, the factory realised 

TO 
#9,833, and declared a dividend of 13 per oent. on the eapitol stook. 

The earliest cheese faotorics in tlie western Dart of the provinee 

were commodious and well-built, and usually consisted o two main buildingst 

n one for the manufacture of the cheese, and a "dry-ho- so for ouring it. In 1871, 

the "Globe" reoeived numerous letters of inquiry concerning the erection of 

factories. Th* coat of a small factory, sixty by twenty-sis feet, and two 

stories in height, containing vats, presses, hoops, and soales, and providing 

room for one hundred cows, ranged from 41300 to #1600. The ooat of additional 

equipment, in order to provide for two hundred oows, was about §306. The 

principal faults cf Canadian oheese faotorics during this period were their 

inadequate sites? lock of sanitation, and little or no oontrol of temperature 

In the eurlng-rocms, so that "the old oheese with cracked surfaces was the 

81 
happy hunting-.-round for the oheese-fly and its larva, the 'skipper'. 

Various implements were used in monuf oeturine; oheese, including 

vats, presses, agltetors, curd fillers, and bendagea. In the domestio manufacture 

of ehseae, milk was heated, usually in a wash-boiler or largo vat, ourds were 

drained in a specially-oonstrueted bnsket, end the cheese was pressed with a 

home-made lever. After 1864, some of the finest cheese-presses end churns in 

ths province were manufactured by £.F. Clench, of Cobourg (Northumberland County) 
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and Corldon Lewis, or Salford (Oxford County), 'oxon Brothers, rmu Turner «nd 

Brotliers, of Ingersoll , made oheeoe-va's, nid by 18'''.), H. Whltel«w, of Doachville 

(Oxford Ccuirtsy) began to manufacture dairy supplies. The upright press wns long 

used in the factory until i t was replaced by the gang press after 1886. At 

about the same time, the Maopheraon ord-rake supplanted the s.iort-uandled rake 

which hod been used as a ourd a itator sinoe the late 'seventies. In 1878-80, 

a power agitator was invented by a factory owner in ^stinys County, bondages, 

cut from cheesecloth and sewn by hand, were f i r s t used at abo t 1875, but were 

replaced by adamleas bandages five years la ter . T ,e curd-mill wns not in general 

use unti l 1880, when two types appeared. Cooling-rooms for dmese were experimented 

with during the 'ninet ies . 

The process of col lect ing and hauling milk was comparatively aimpic 

Farmera l e f t the ir milk in ten-gallon oans on a small ylatform erected at the 
84 

roadside, or, i f the heat waa too intense, the oana were placed in the chado. 

These oana were collected daily by teamsters, and delivered to tho factory. 

During the 'seventies , Robert Dolrymplf, Tuokersmith, used t o gather milk and 

86 
transport i t by wagon. In t l i e , with the improvement of roads and wagono, 

eol loot ions were node twice dully, nnd ooo*«lonally platforms were equipped 

8t> 
with welghinp-nae Lues. 

87 

Huron County's produotion of oheese leaped from 5,649 pounds in 1848, 

to 82,000 in 1651, to 68,243 pounds (home*nado) in 1870, and to 600,000 pounds 

In 1878, — an increase which compares favourably with ti o production of butter 

during the same period. In 1861, Upper Canada produood 2,293,600 pounds, and 

in 1861, 2,688,172 pounds, a slender increase whioh fails to compare favourably 

89 90 

with the relative increase in the production of butter. The exportation of 

choose from Canada was as followsi In 1867, 6.2 tonsj la 1868, 5.85 tons! in 

1869, 16.15 tons! In 1860, 86.6 tons) in 1863, 23.3 tons; in 1064, 56.9 tons. 
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In 1866, Canada purehaaed #806,000 worth of oheese from the United states. 

Two yeora later, owing to the furore ef factory building, Canada and the United 

States were both glutted with cheese} the latter ex sorted nearly thirty thousand 

91 
tons to Orcat Britain, and atill retained eighty thousand tona to dispose of at homsj 

The abrogation of reciprocity in 1866 deprived Canadian farmers of a market for 

cattle, end, together with the formation of the Dcirymen'a Asaoeietion of Ustario, 

increased interest in dairying. 

In duly, 1867, the Canadian Dairymen's Acsoclotion, modelled on the 

Ameriean Association formed in 1863, was organised at Ingersoll. The oooaslon 

of the formation of this body waa a pienio, hold on the form of Jonathan Jones, 

to celebrate the return of militia whioh had been summoned to suppress the 

reoent Fenian insurrections. C.B. Chadwiek was elected president, and Richard 

Manning, of Exeter, was named as a vice-president) five years later, William 

94 
Fowler, ef Clinton, became Huron County's representative. In March, 1872, the 

Ontario Dairymen's Association was organised at Belleville, under the presidency 

of Ketehum Orehem. For a few months. Intense rivalry exieted between the two 

bodies, — a rivalry which waa terminated in 1873, by union, to form tho Dairy­

men's Association cf Ontario. Ch<*aae boarde were established at Ingersoll, end 

later, at Stratford, Belleville, and London. At annual meetings, various topics 

were discussed suoh as the colouring of ohoeae, the cooling of milk, and tho 

erection ef different types of faotorics. 

The Dairymen's Association of Ontario held its first annual aheeae 

fair at Ingersoll, in October, 1871. Nearly four hundred cheeses were exhibited 

by forty-four faotorics, ths majority of whioh represented the western section 

of the province. Four prisss were won by Huron County representatives i in Class A, 

A. Malcolm, cf Seaforth, received first prise (#100) for the six best factory 

cheeses, weighing at le«st fifty pounds eeohj Cellendsr, Scott, and Company, 
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of Clinton, and K.J. Hiokson and Sompany, of Seaforth, won fourt.. prise (#25) 

and thirteenth prise (#6), respectively, in the samo division! in Class F, 

John ChiahoLa gained first prise (#16) for the four best faotrry chesses. 

Cheese fairs were subsequently ..eld at London and Stratford, aud Li 1676, a 

98 
group o: Goderich oitiaens suggested tne hold in,-; of a similar fair there. 

By 1874, the dominion had an exoess of ten thousand tons ot oheese, 

snd had gained, within a decode, a #8,000,000 industry, nearly all of whioh — 

99 
#1,826.000, in feet, — lay in Ontario. It was atated in that year that 'the 

prices of dairy produots [hod] advanced, during the nast ten years, more 

100 
rapidly and more steadily than the prices of the ordinary ->roduots of the farm. 

Until 1871, moat of the Canadian ohoeae whioh was exported oversens was shipped 

via Hew York dealers, who were frequently eoouse*' of practising "fraud and 

101 
dishonesty." After that date, however, practically all Canadian cheese bound 

for Britain was shipped directly. 

In 1879, the cheese and butter markets were affeoted by violent 

fluctuations, end prises decreased to suoh an extent that many dairy factories 

suspended operations. Conditions returned to normal, duriny t.»e fall, with 

the result that, in tho ensuing year, Canada's export of oheese totalled 20,184 

102 
tons. Ths tariff Imposed under the "national Policy" inorcased the coat of 

imported cheese by three eents par pound, — a step which enoouraged the 

consumption snd manufacture of Canadian cheese Throughout the 'sixties end 

'seventies, there was much competition %nd price-cutting! oheese was often 

purchased by agents, who pcld from nine to twelve cents per pound for the produo 

After 1900, cheese production in Canada began to decline, and butter production 

tc increase. Cheese declined from 110,600 tons in 1900 to 49,600 tons in 1934! 

cutter increased from 18,000 tons to 107,000 tons during tha same period. 

X 
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EPOSi Although eggs are mentioned as in Upper Canadian eotŷ rt ir. 18*1, 

they were an unsalable commodity in several seotiors of tlie province, including 

Huron County. Obstacles to the production and exportation o;' e^gn Included the 

absence of adequate systems of s^ora^e a-id transportation, mu a lack of producers 

ef large quantities of the produot. Several methods of storage, uany of whioh 

appear tc have been exceedingly strange, were employed. Bggs vere stored in 

sush media as water ceturated with lime (one quart of lime to two gallons of 

water), molasses, tallow, dry salt, meal, eharooal dust, and water-glass (silisate 

of soda). Another method wes to rub the sheila with lard or butter, in order 

109 
to close the pores and exolude air. Another suggestion w«s to pack eggs with 

the large ends down, and thus prevent the air bubble from spreading. Still 

another method was to punch holes in a tin pail, 1111 it with eggs, and lower 

the container in a kettle of molted tallowi tlie eg, a, thus coaxed with a thin 

covering of tallow, and placed in a barrel, in a oool ocllar, would remain fresh 

for more then six months. A Parisian method, practised by Ontario farmera, waa 

to coat eggs with dissolved beeswax and olive oils the ogt a would be preserved 

for two years? Eggs might also be packed in fine salt, but thin method did net 

entirely exolude air or moisture. 

J.D. Moore, of St. Mary's, is credited with having devised a aystsm 

of storing eggs for export, in 1867. In 1676, Jossph Flavelle noted the method 

used by a Toronto firm in preserving eggs: dealers pecked surplus eggs in a 

solution of lime end water in lsrge v»Vs, which were then covered with cotton 

Sheets. A paste of lime snd water was spreel over and around the sheets, in 

order to keep the vets as eir*tight as possible! occasionally, fresh linte-weter 

was added, to replace thn. which hod evaporated. D.D. Wilson, of Seaforth, and 

other egg exporters made extensive use of tils method of storage. Wilson aloe ussd 

ice for refrigeration purposes, and obtained his loo from a dam at Kgmondville, 



on the Bayfield Rlverf In I860, i t was believed that the host methods of 

preserving egs-s were to place them in lime-water, to whioh had b>>en added some 

sa l t and cream of tartar, or to paek them in bran as soon as possible after 
116 

they were la id . 

In 1867, D.D. Wilson, who had been an or..', dealer for two years at 

Gait, settled in Senforth, were he established an "Egg Emporium." During h i s 

f i r s t year at Seaforth, he purchased 1,100 barrels, eaoJ. containing seventy 

117 
dosens of eggs, many of which were sold in New York o l ty , the principal market, 

at as low aa eight eenta per dosen. Ten yeara la ter , Wilson's purchaser reached 

118 

the enormous total of 9,000 barrels, or 680,000 dosens of eggs, par year, and 

earned for him the title of "the Egi? Xing of Canada." Be employed from seven 

to ten teems, whioh oolleoted eges from country store-keepersi his collectors 

travelled forty miles north, north-west, and north-east, and twenty miles south, 

of Ooderich, thereby covering most of .iuron County, portions of Bruce and 

Wellington Counties, and the western part of Perth. Collections continued from 

•arch until the fall, and the largest shipments were mode as the autumn months 

approached. 

By 1880, Wilson was purchasing ei^ht times the quantity of eggs he 

had been eble te buy in 1867, in the same territory. Moreover, he also reeeived 

a lesser proportion of spoiled eggs, — evidence that farmers were taking better 

care of their product. In 1880, the average prioe paid by Wilson waa ten cents 

in each, per dosen! during 1878-79, a great many egga were bouglt at eight eents 

per dosen! in 1879, the highest orioe paid was fourteen cents per dosen. Farmers 

in Ooderich and Colbome townships preferred to sell their egrs to Seaforth 

store-keepers, or directly to Wilson, in order to eaoape paying market fees 
119 

imposed on farmers who sold epr-s and butter direotly to stores in Goderioh. 



Most of Wilson's eggs were shipped to New York city, whore tlie demand was 

practically unlimited. New York depended largely on Canada for ita supply of 

eggs during Juno, and an the southern states in December, January, and February, 

before the loyi-ir season began in t ic north. The obstacles to suooess in the 

Britiah market were the look of auitable refrigeration, and the competition 

of French cgg-dcaleri? During 1677-78, Wilson shipped eggs to Glasgow and 

-Liverpool, ohicfly as an experiment! he learned that tha most suitable season 

to ship to Britain was in October-November, because egga shipped in mid-summer 

were too perishable 

A aystsm of egg inspection had been begun, as early as 1874, in 
121 

New York s ta te During certain seasons, Wilson's eggs were inspected "by 

candle l ight." Prior to shipment, they were properly sorted and packed, usually 

in kiln-dried cet-chells, in flcur-borrcls. All eggs were not marketed at once, 

hewe vert l l a o n "pickled," or limed, about 100,000 egga during the summer, 
1SS 

for shipment in the fell. Eggs were transported to Hew York in ventilated 

freight oars, within throe or four days! the oost of freight, to New York, was 

one oent per dosen, and to Great Britain, twiae thp.t amount. There was no duty 

on ergs exported to the United States. 

Wilson WAS the outstanding shipper of eggs in Canada, but there were 

several other dealers in the province. During the season of 1873, a Howman-
128 

villa (Durham County) merohant shipped 60,000 dosens of eggs to New York. 

William Scott, an egg dealer at Gilt (Waterloo County), ahlpped 941 barrels 

of eggs to the cams destination, representing, along with those he sold in 

124 
Oolt, 7,600 dosens. In April, 1878, John Henna, an Hast Viawanooh merohant, sold 

126 
1,000 dosens, the third sale he negotiated that season. Other shippers included 

J.D. Moore, of St. Mary1a, who shipped about one-half the amount shipped by 

D.D. Wllaonf D.K. MeNoughton and Company, at Chatham! one eaeh at Viingham, 
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Walkorton (Bruce County), Fergus (Wellington County), Strathroy (Uddlesex 

County), and Waterloo (Waterloo County), and a number of snail shippers in 

the vicinity of Gait. 

By 1880, Huron County had made considerable progress in all aspects of 

dairying, oven as it had d TIC in the other ~>hases of arricultirre. At provinoial 

exhibitions, Huron representatives gained twelve prises, eight of whioh were 

reeeived in 1830 and 1881. Of the twelve swards, nine were for butter and three 

for oheese. In the produetion of these produots, Huron County ranked high among 

the counties of the province! in the produotion of e-gs, Huron ranked first in the 

dominion. The development of dairying in Huron, as in other oountiee, waa 

implemented by government assistance, and by improvements in refrigeration* 

In 1874, the Ontario government adopted the polioy of awarding an annual grant of 

127 
#700 to the Dairymen's Association. Prior to 1880, this money was carefully 

expended, ehiefly in the holding of annual conventions for educational purposes. 

Between 1880 and 1890, the grants were partly used to defray the salaries of 

188 

dairying instructors, for example, S. *. Barre, who taught at the Ontario Agric­

ultural Collage in 1886-86. No (government organisation for the purpose of 

conducting suoh services «r factory inspection or milk testing existed until 

1891-92. At this time. Professor James W. Robertson was appointed dairy commiss­

ioner, and a dairy branch was established at Ottawa, in order to develop winter 

creameries, fSeohonioal refrigeration, as has been st ted, affected *.ot only 

dairying, but the whole pastoral industry. Storage plants were erected as early 

as 1886, at Montreal, and 1886, at Ingersoll, but the possibilites of storage in 

189 
the dairying field did not become fully apparent until the 'nineties. The first 

attempt at refrigerated ocean transport, in Canada, was made after 1896, when 

the Commissioner of Agriculture was authorised to order the construction of loe-

sooled, Insulated chambers in a number of steamships. In 1907, the Dominion Cold 

Storage act was passed, to encourage the erection of publlo cold storage ware-

130 
houses in localities where none already existed. 

* * * * * * * * * 
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Transportation and Marketing Faollltles. 

Tlie agricultural development -,f Huron County would not have attained 

the heighte It reoclied by 1880, if transportation and marketing facilities had not 

also been leveloped to a high degree of efficiency. The Tract was traversed 

by. a roe,' even before it wes settled, end other highways wero not long in 

forthcoming. The era or railway construction preceded a period of rapid f-rowth, 

perhaps too raid for the health of -.aria's communities. Lake transportation 

was alow in developing, coin; to t'.e inadequacy of burbot r facilities at Bey-

field and oderich. Transportation was enhanced by the existence of fine horses 

for teeming goods between farms and railway stations. The marketing facilities 

of the oounty, by 1880, were better than those of moat of the counties in 

western Ontario. The existence of various typos of mills, — rrist, flax, oat, 

wool, and sow, — aided and abetted the growth of these facilities, by providing 

products which war* in univercal demand. 

During the first fifteen years of its existence, the traffie and 

trade of the Huron Tract were confined principally to two roads, whioh were 

1 2 

"simply straight lines, formed by felling trees"i the Huron load, constructed 

by the Canada Company in 1828, linked Coderioh to Hamilton, via Stratford and 

Oolt, and the London Road, built In 1834 by the provinoial government, extended 
8 

from Ooderich, through Clinton, Bruoefield, and Exeter, to London. Travellers 

during the 'thirties spoke highly of the energy exerted by t: e Canada Company 

in construstlng and maintaining roads! by January, 1840, the Company had spent 

approximately 230,000 on roods within t <? borders of the Trnct. Two branches 

cf the London read were subsequently built from Bruoefieldi one to Bayfield, 

and the other through Seaforth and Brussels to Wroxeter. By 1856, a road was 

306. 
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built from the townshio of Woolwich (Waterloo County) to and through the six 

5 
northern townships o! Jiuron. 

From 1866 to 1861, foil owinr; the passn^e of a oounty by-law providing 
a 

for the gravelling or roads, three hundred miles of hifhway were ravelled, 

including a road between Auburn and Goderioh. The first private corporation 

to oontrol a road in Huron County was the Goderich Northern Gravel Road Company, 
8 

incorporated by aot of parliament in 1861, whioh built a first-olass gravel 
9 

rood from Goderioh to Lucknow, a distance of twenty-two miles. This road 

pasaed through Saltford (originally known as Slabtown and Maltlandville), 

Dunlop (formerly Uillburn), Smith's Hill (Carlow), Nile, Dungonnon, and Belfast. 

During the early 'aeventies, the Huron County Council purohaeed this road and 

all rights pertaining thereto! at about tha same time, a gravel road was built 
10 

between Clinton end Winghom. Meanwhile, roads were constructed between Goderich 

and Bayfield, and between Goderioh and Kincardine, at government exoenae By 

1860, Huron County contained two hundred miles of the finest gravel roads in 

the province. 

Prior to the 'sixties, most of the roads in the oounty were in a 

primitive eonditlon! in swampy areas they were usually oorduroy, while othera 

were simply mud or dirt roads. Travelling in winter wns easier and more pleasant, 

although various hasards, suoh as partly frosen rivers and pools, thaws whioh 
11 

spoiled the surface, and drifts whioh overthrew slei ha, had to be surmounted. 

During the 'sixties, a system of statute labour was ennloyec, 1 .t proved to be 

unpopular, ohicfly because it discriminated between large and snail property 

owners, o the detriment of the latter. Moreover, because one day's work wns 

considered the equivalent of only one dollar in taxes, farmers inclined to become 

18 
indolent and eareleas, intent on performing only the required number of days' work. 



The Northern Gravel Road Company, in 1861, received tlie right to 

maintain six toll-gates on its rood, in order to help defray tlie expenses of 

construction and upkeep. The first toll-gate, at Saltford, was in oherce of 

Richard Postlethwaite, who had formerly been toll-gate keeper at Glenn's Hill, 

between Dunlop and Luoknow. Other gates were located at Smith's Fill, north 

of Donganucn, and north of Belfast, respectively. Toll fees were, for a single 

teen of horses or amen, five cents, and for a double town, ten cents! men on 

horseback were ohar ed two oents, while foot passengers, ".;;<; funeral and wedding 

processions were exempt froi payment. By 1871, it WAS beco •in-* apparent, through­

out the provinee, that toll-roads In the hands of private companies generally 

fared badly, while roads supervised by oounty oounoils were kept in a fine state 

15 

ef repair, farmera were urged by the "Globe" to «( itato against this state of 

affairs! in Huron County, opposition found expression via vigilance committees, 

whio1 destroyed some of the toll-gaiaa. '•• ten the county council purohaeed the 

rights ef the Northern Gravel Road Company, at about 1673, the toll-gates were 

removed, and were permanently abolished. 

Vehicles in the early days of he settlement included ox-carts, and 

two- or four-horse teams! durin^ the early 'thirties, Colonel Van Fgmond main­

tained twenty four-horse teams on the road between Ooderieh and Toronto, in 

order to transport immigrants and goods. At about 1832, tho Canada Company 

establlahed s s «gc line from Hamilton to Goderich, to facilitate the opening-up 

17 18 

of tho Treot. Eventually, a similar service was introduced on the London Road. 

By the •eeventles, light spring wagons, such as buggies, democrats, and surreys, 

bee erne the popular form of conveyance, nnd were replaced by sleighs in winter. 
By 1875, "horses, mules, and oxen were in the heyday of - heir us fulness, 
constituting as they did, not only t.e motive power in .he wood? and on the 

19 
farms, but the solo means oi inter-county transportation." 
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During the period under consideration, Huron County was traversed 

by four railways, whioh deeply affected agrloulture and general economic development. 

The construction of the railroads onussd serious demands on farm labour, but 

Brought about inorewee^ travel and transportation, and the rapid growth of 

smmerous towns and villages. In 1862, plana were projected to extend the Buffalo 

and Brentford Railway through Stratford and Clinton to Goderioh, under the name 

ef the Buff ale and Lake Iiuron Railway. Six yenrs later t> la railway was completed, 

21 
to become a part of the Grand Trunk Railway, in 1869. In 1067, ti e Toronto, 

Orey and Bruoe Railway Company was organised to oonstruo a narrow-gauge rail­

road (supplanted by standard gangs in 1881-82) from Toronto to Owen Sound! a 

wraneh line was built from Orangeville (DufferIn County) to Teeswater (Bruce Bounty), 

snd passed through Howiok and Turnberry townships. In 1876, the Southern 

Extension of the Wellington, Grey, and Bruce Railway was completed, between 

Listowel and Kincardine This railway, to become a part of the Great Western 

Railway, entered Huron County at the eastern boundary of Orey township, and 

passed through Morris and Turnberry into Bruoe County. The London, Huron, and 

Brace Railway, begun in 1873, w«s opened in 1876, as a division of the Great 

western Railway! it lay parallel to the old London Rood, from London to Clinton, 

and thence passed through Hullett, Morris, and Turnberry, meeting the Southern 

extension of the Wellington, Orey, and Bruce Railway at Wingham. A fifth line, 

to e known aa the Lake Shore Railway, was begun during the 'seventies, between 

ooderieh and limeardlne. Condiderablc controversy rcged before work had progressed 

Sd 
tary far, however, and the railway's sponsor withdrew. 

The wave of prosperity whioh swept over Huron County following the 

construction of railways led to ssvsral proposals to provide increased accommodation 

via ether railways and branch lines. In February, 1877, a scheme was advanced 

tc construct a branch linking Wingham with the Toronto, Grey and Bruoe Railway. 





I 

•Jeesu/*ttr. 

OtKJGS&oroitjrX 

I J3ri*Sffa. 

if 
V J A * * / 

5e*/or&&. 

/ 

. ^ y / " 
/ 

^c^'/i'cAe//. 

Jte»s*?t_ 

StmfortT 

r*ftd -Sfftt/. 

Xd'xeter. ' 

/ 

\ ^ * ^ O H . 

r%>~oW» 

luc<M. 

vfliot t'crt'OfA*. •\j9Ttdo 

file://�/j9Ttdo


313. 

Six months later, the rate-payers of Wingham appeared to be in almost unanimous 

favour of granting a liberal bonus, but the branch was not bull4 until after 

1886. A second ssheme, also advooated in February, 1877, entailed the building 

26 
of a line to connect Blyth with the Buffalo and Lake Iiuron Railway. The matter 

was referred to the Blyth Cornell, but did not attain friitlon until after 1886, 

with the construction cf the Ooderich an- Guclph Junction Railway. This line, 

owned partly by Ouelph and partly by the Canadian ?aoifla Railway, entered 

Huron County et the south-cast corner of Grey township, and • sssed through Walton* 

Blyth, and Auburn, to Ooderieh. The inhabitants of Bayfield agitated, for several 

yeers, for the construction of a Bayfield and So.ith Huron Railway, but despite 

27 
the town'a grant of #10,000 in 1880, to defray a part of the expense, the line 

was never built. The erection of an independent line from Bayfield to Stratford 

28 
was later advocated, but thia plan likewise failed to materialise. Of the five 

railways in Huron Oounty, two later beoame incorporated into the Canadian 

Pacific aystsm, namely,the branch line of the Toronto, Orey and Bruoe Railway 

(including the short branch to Wingham}, and the Goderioh and Guclph Junction 

line. The Buffalo md Lake Huron, the Southern Extension of the Wellington, 

Orey and Bruce, and the London, Huron and Bruoe Railways ultimately beoame 

parte of the Canadian National network, a branch of whioh, after 1805, passed 

through the north-east oorner of Howiok. 

During the yeora 1862 to 1858, wheat and other produce had been 

teaned te Goderioh and Bayfield. In the winter of 1066-56, for example, 

Mr. A, McDonald, a atore-keeper at Francestown (Exeter), purchased 13,000 

bushels of wheat, which, if the road to Port Pranks had been in a paaaable condition, 

could have been shipped at 7|d. per bushel less than 1' oost to team it to 

Bayfield or London. The Buffalo and Lake iiuron Railway, originally built to 

attract the trade cf the American west via Detroit, provided considerable 
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SO & 
impetus tc local business, and after 1858, Clinton end Seaforth replaced 

Bayfield aa the oentre of grain shipments. By 1866, owing principally to the 

existence of good roads and the B ffalo and Lake Huron Railway, market facilities 

in iiuron Oounty had greatly improved, a condition whioh was noted by George 

Buoklandi 

"It is pleasing to observe how several of the villages 
on ths railway, Intersected by the exoclient gravel roads that 
characterise these western eounties, «re staking progreas! and 
the produce of the farm and forest that reaches these centres for 
ohlpment la, considering the comparative newness of the country, 
really astonishing." 

The railway era was characterised by the swift rise of some towns, 

snd the corresponding decline of others, eausing a shlf; in the concentration 

of produce, business, and markets. Following the oomAction of the Buffalo 

and Lake Huron Railway, Seaforth enjoyed a rapid growth, — at the expense of 

Sgmendvillo and Herpurhey, whioh declined, — <md gained widespread recognition 

as the leading grain market, handling greater quantities of wheat, from first 

produoera, than any other point in the province, including Toronto. Single 

firms at Seaforth handled more than one million dollaro* worth of wheat during 

one eeoaon, and it was common for streets to be crowded with teams from a 

distance cf fifty miles, — from such centres as Brussels, Wroxeter, Gorrie, 

Paisley, and Walkerton. In January and February, 1868, Seaforth shipped more 

than one hundred thousand bushels of grain. 

The Toronto, Orcy and Bruce Railway ushered in the growth of Fordwich, 

Wroxeter, and Gorrie, and the Wellington, Grey and Bruoe extension encouraged 

ths growth of Brussels and Wingham. Theae railways tended to divert muoh of 

the county's trade from Seaforth. Prior to the building of the London, Huron 

end Bruce Railway, the produce of the area about Exeter was teemed to St. Mary's 

end Stratford, in quest of markets. At the railway's Inception, in 1673, 

Exeter was crested a village, and three years later became a fine grain and 
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produoe market! in 1878, a market wa;. ereoted in the publio square Meanwhile, 
me 

Ro(d)gervllle, founded in 1835-36 by Matthew Rodger, deolined, and Clinton, 

37 88 

Blyth, and Wingham reoeived added prominence, to the further detrinent of resforth. 

By the early 'seventies, Clinton was the leading rrain oentre, and was patronised 

by fanners from the northern townships and Bruoe County, who brought their 

grain and pork to the Clinton r arket. 

Lake transportation faoilitiss were not developed to a very high degree 

by 1880, nrlneipally because of poor harbour facilities at Goderioh and Bayfield. 

In 1838, the Canada Company began to operate the steamer "Menesetung" — re-named 

"Goderioh" in the following year — whioh plied between Ooderieh and the ports 

of Lakes Brie and Ontario until 1835, when it was imprisoned in the harbour; 

Soring the next fifteen years, various ships plied between Detroit and Goderiehf 

in 1661, Messrs. Ward, of Detroit, operated a small steamer which travelled 

between the two ooints fortnightly. Three years later, Canadian boats were 

pieced on the route, and trips were extended to thrioe weekly. In 1856, steam­

ship eommunioatlon, twice weekly, was established between Goderich and the 

mouth of the Saugeen River, and intermediate ports. From 1850 to 1866, the 

schooner tonnage of Goderioh inorcased about 300 per oent., and from 1852 to 

1866, the exports from the town rose from £1000 to £16,000, while importa 

increased from nearly £7000 to nearly £23,000. It wee prediete. in 1866 that 

with similar progress duri^y the next three yenrs, Huron County would become 

an important exporting district. 

In 1884, the Bayfield council negotiated a loan of £2,600 to spend 

on the harbour there! a pier was erected, and another £1000 was borrowed, with 

little success. In 1866, schooners lay at anchor off share and were loaded 

with one hundred thousand bushels of wheat, and large quantities of peas and oats. 



by means cf scowe end row-bosts, Goderioh harbour, in 1886, was a "discreditable 

speetacle", even though the Canada Company claimed to have spent £17,000 on 

improvementai the plonking of the wharf had eollapsed, and the Company was 
48 

accused cf set in,: like s "dog in the manger" with reepeot to the harbour. 

In 1871, Ooderieh's shipping prospects were enhanced by the acquisition 
44 

of a steam barge, the "Herald", and * steamer. The former plied between Goderich 

snd Maiden and Pl(d)gcen Bay, below Amherstburj1;, and transported srlt, returning 

with coal. The steamer, built st Goderich, was intended to compete with the 

steamer "Seymour", on the route between Ooderieh and Sarnie. These additions 

provided further incentives to the Improvement of the Goderioh harbour, which 

by 1873 began to reoeive the government's attention. Proposed improvements 

ineluded the erection of dooks, the extension of the breakwater to the beech, 

a cut below Gait's Hill as an outlet for the river, the repair of the dsnage 

done to the new piers in the spriny of that ye»r (1873), and dredging in on 

additional aree Mr. Jnmea Small! sug-ested that a new entrance, north of the 

existing one, end a new pier, extending in a north-eastern direction, should 

be conatruoted! theee ehenges would prcvide anplo sneee for wharves «cd elevators, 

whish would necessarily spring up, following a proposed extension of the Ontario 

and Quebec Railway. It was the concensus of opinion that Ooderich harbour, with 

46 

theae ix^rovementa, would be the best on the Groat Lakes. 

The dominion gevernment called for tenders for the improvement of 

the harbour, and sixteen, ranging from 1182,630 to 8300,000 were submitted. 

The tender cf Moore, Clendecnin*, and Wilson, of Walkerton, wliioh stipulated 

#812,640 (nearly #28,000 leas than the estimate ef government engineers) wns 

sieiillmiyp aooepted, and caused a minor scandal, Inasmuch as the recipients 
46 of the contract were Conservatives from Mr. Bloke's constituency. In the spring 

ef 1880, on American firm purchased ths Point Farm, near Ooderieh, with the 
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intention of spending #80,000 on improvements, including a wharf at whioh 

steamers might self. 

Meanwhile the oitisens of Boyflold were active in demanding the 

improvement of their harbour. In 1877, a deputation of three men was appointed 

to make overtures to t',.e j;ov«rnnent for the receipt of ^60,000 in order to build 

a auitable harbour? The government granted 050,000 for this purpose, in the 

following year. The laok of a harbour at Bayfield was the ">rfnelpal reanon 

for the absence of railway facilities, nnd was also a factor In Goderloh's favour. 

Another factor which bode^ well for Goderich was the foot that Kincardine, the 

most important point to th« immediate north, did not become a port of entry 

until 1876. Both Bayfield and Goderioh harbours nursed a grievance in 1881, 

when it seemed imminent that the traf fio of wheat from tho West would be diverted 

80 

from lake-ports by the Canadian Poolfio Railway. 

By 1800, marketing facilities in Huron County were reported generally 

to be excellent. Ooderieh, Hullett, and Tuokersmith townships appear to have 

enjoyed the most advantageous situations. Goderich's trade was ehiefly with 

Clinton end Bayfield, although the town of Goderioh, whioh possessed too fine 

grain elevators, had a considerable shipping trade with lake ports to tho north 

end aouth. One of those elevators, built in 1860, was owned by the Grand Trunk 

Railway, and held 100,000 bushels! the other, owned by the firm of Ogilvie and 
68 

Hutchinson, possessed a capacity of 176,000 bushels. Hullett's markets lay 

in Clinton, Seaforth, and Blyth. Tuokersmith•s fcollities were exceptionally 

good, as there was no portion of the township more than five miles from a 

railroad station. Seaforth (on whioh most ef MoKillop'e trade was dependent) 

and Clinton were the important stations on the Buffalo and Lake Huron Railway, 

which ran along the northern boundary, and Bruoofield, Klppen, and Hen sail 

were vital points on the London, Huron end Bruoe Railway, which paralleled the 

western boundary. 
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Hay and Stephen hod fairly good faollities, vie rondn and the London, 

Huron end Bruce Railway, while Usborne enjoyed an even better location. Exeter 

served as a market for all three tow-iships, but Usborne was only a short distance 

(less than ten miles, indeed) from Mitohell, Dublin, Luoen, and Grenton, all 

of which centaincd railway stations. Ashfield, Colbome, and Vfawanoah contained 

no railroads, end henee much of their produce was transported via roads, to the 

nearest ports or stations. Most of the trade of Ashfield and Colbome was 

conducted vis Kincardine, Lucknow, and Goderiohi the Northern Gravel Rood, whioh 

provided transportation facilities for goods from suoh points as Kinloss (or 

"Black Horae"), was especially an Important route. Wewanoeh'e business was 

conducted via such towns as Wingham, Lucknow, and Blyth. Two railways traversed 

Tttrnberry, Morris, and Bewick, whose products found markets, not only inside 

the county, but alao in Bruce and Wellington Counties. Orey township, intersected 

by s railway, conducted a fair trade via Brussels and Listowel, as well as a 

eonsiderable amount with Seaforth. 
54 

Mills, by their very utilitarian nature, were indispensable to the 

progress end prosperity of the inhabitants of the Huron Tract. One of tho 

handicaps suffered by the earliest pioneers was the scarcity of grist-mills 

to supply them with flour! it was common, indeed, for farmers to carry grain 

to mills sixty miles distant. According to "lc^al custom", millers retained 

one bushel of grain for every twelve ground. In 1882, the Canada Company built 

the first grist-mill In ths Treot, at Ooderich, and thia mill operated two or 

three days per week for the next three years. A sooond mill was ereoted by 
56 

the Company at Bgmondville, during the winter of 1882. At about the same time, 

Brewster and Company purchased from the Canada Company a mill site and power 

67 

privileges on the Aux Sables. Following the construction of a dam, which 

caused adjoining land to become overflowed and useless, ths Canada Company 

unsuocoasfully sued Brewster, whose dam snd mill were eventually destroyed by 

* iljiilwii ••aaamss'i ilinliii the 'fifties. In 1834, William MoConnell 



construoted a grist-mill at the junctl n of the Aux Sables and the London Road. 

Meanwhile, the Canada Company built other mills, one of wliioh w-n located et 

Kippen. Thia mill was teken over by Robert Bell, who had migrated to the Tract 

in 1836, and who conatruoted a dam and oaw-adll. Bell's mill proved to be 

eminently suoeessful, and was patronissd by farmers from points twenty miles 
69 

distant. By 1660, the number of grist-mills in the Huron Tract wns fourteen, 

of which mime were in Huron County proper? 

The earliest grist-mills were operated by wnter-power! stew-cower 

and the adoption of rollers for the grinding of wheat did not be in to appear 

until the late ' f i f t i es . By 1864, Samuel Ranoe built a flour-mill at Clinton* 

and Vtilliam Harris erected one in Ashfield, three miles from Dunganiion, and 

another at Bodmin, in Morris township. Harris' first mill proved to be extremely 

popular, and led to the founding of a small village* named Cronsford. Ashfield 

farmers also patronised Piper's Mill, at ffoderloh, and as oettlement progressed, 

their flour was shipped from Goderioh to Port Albert, whence the farmers teamed 
6S 

i t home In 1864, Arthur Mitehell built a mill at Fordwioh, in Howiok, and 

eight brothers of the Leech family established mills in Howiok, at Gorrie 

(formerly known as Leachville or Howiok Village), and in Turnberry, at Bluevale, 

Buoineco was so brisk, by 1866-67, that as many as sixty ox-teems were to be 
66 seen waiting for grists , st one time. In 1869, William Vanstone built at Brusssls 

a number of grist-mills whioh were later operated by combined steam- and 

68 
water-power. At Bgmondville, a sow-mill was replaced by a grist-mill, whioh 

67 
also adopted steam-power and the roller method of grinding grain. At about 

88 
1870-72, the Sounby grist-mill was built at Dungonnon by dlliam Olvens. 

By 1880, there were more than a score of rrist or flouring mills 

in Huron County. Ashfisld oontained four mills, Wawanosh contnined two, near 

Lucknow, and Morris contained one, at Blyth. T rnberry contained a number of 

mills, including one driven by combined atesm- and water-power, at Bluevolo, 
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snd several (whose capacity was two hundred and fifty barrels or day) erected 

by John abd Thomas Gregory, at Îngham. Howiok boasted a flouring mill with 

four run of stone, at Wroxeter, and MoXlllep oontained a steac*-driven mill at 

linthrcp. Goderioh townehip oontained several important u i l l s , inoluding Fair's 

mills at Clinton, and Cgllwie and Hutchinson's mill at Goderioh, one of the 

finest in the province, which had a grinding capacity of four hundred barrels 

per day. Stanley oontained a mill operated by water-power, at I'oyfield, end 

Hey contained several mills at Zurich, the first of whioh wss built by Fred 

Knell. Tuokersmith oontained four of tlie most important mills in Ontario} 

three of these, owned by Messrs. Ogilvis and Colony, of Montroalj Walter Marshall, 

of Stratford! and Curric and Thompson, of ^.tohell, were locked ft reaforth, 

and the fourth was operated by Messrs. Charlcsworth, at EgnonJvilli? 

Saw-mills were almost as necessary to tho sarly inhabitants of ths 

sounty os were grist-mills. In Loco, William HoConnell ereoted a sawmill at 

tho Junction of the London rtoad and tlie Aux Sables River, the f irst mill of 
71 

its kina to be built in that ere*. Tho Canada Company constructed a number cf 

these mills, and Robert Bell and sons built four ' i tlie nei^hbo. rhood, a decade 

72 
later. By 1350, the Tract eontained t sirty-four sawmill*, of whioh twenty-two 

75 
wsre in Huron County proper. In succeeding years, numerous nllls were ereoted 

throughout the oounty, including sue prominent mills as those of the Leech 

Brothers, st Gorrie and Bluevale, Fair's mills at Goderich and Clinton, and 

Becker's stssm-driven saw-mill, built in 1875, between the Aux Sables and Black 

Creek, in Stephen township. The construction of the last-named will tms 

Justified by the great number cf its pstronsi on one ooonsion, in January, 1878, 

74 
more than one hundred teams waited for lumbar. 

In 1850 the county oontained five oat snd barley uills, five distilleries, 

76 
too breweries, And twenty-four potash and pearl ash factories. Oat-meal mills 
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76 
began to be erected on a larger scale during the ' s e v e n t i e s an lnportnnt 

oat-neal mill functioned et Goderich boforo 1873. / ive years lator, J«K>S 

Xelth, of Woodstock, planned to bul l : at Blyth a similar m , l l , for whioh P. 

77 

I c i l y offered building material at low rates . A mill with two run of stone 

was erected at Wroxeter, by th i s tims, and s t i l l anot er *,-» Seaforth, whlih 

also odCed "its quota to t.«* foreign markets," During the early ' f i f t i e s , 
60 

Samuel Ranee or*ented a d i s t i l l e r y in connection with Ms f io ;r-mill •*•. Clinton. 
In 1872, Messrs. Hieholl and Fitspetrlok ylaxmod to oonstruot a d i s t i l l e r y at 

Goderlc' , expendinp #30,000 in 1B72, «nJ #60,000 l i Wz, T lo irMoot 
81 

signified the opening of B new market for grain, «nd inoreiaod +.rr*dr> generally. 
88 

During ti.e 'seventies, at least five flax mills n-d five woollen mills 

were functioning in Huron County, The first woollen mill wns owi<»d by a man 

naned Logan, and was situs-ed ai ?lper'a .Onm, n«ir Benriiller? In 1387, this 

factory (which continued to function for the next eighty yenra) wan purchased 

by Jesse Glsdhill, whoso family hod practised tho woollen business in Flngland, 

and who had located at Lockport, H.T., prior to oordn- to ! uraft* A second mill, 

caned by Thomas Disher, was active at Dungannon, **r*:is the 'sixties. Three 

others functioned at Cradlton, ixater, and Blyth, -nv were O*^W , JP' by Gaum 

86 

end Kranao, George Kllpetrlck, and James KeQuarrl*, respectively. 

Agricultural progress wns hastened by the development of transportation 

and marketing f a c i l i t i e s , aud by tha general expanelon of business enterprises, 

a flood w i s h followed the railway-building o r e 1° the ednr>t«elon of these 

f a c i l i t i e s by Huron farmers, and ths synehrcnislns of new ocTT-<n notes with 

the old, l i e s much of the secret of the suooess of agrloulture in Huron* 

* * * * * * « * « 
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CHAPTKR XX? 

Conclusion. 

In a study sush as tha present one, nimerous conclusions arc self-

evident! their essence denotes that the pioneer farm underwent a complete 

metamorphosis, as a result of Industrial and aeientifie advances, and the 

farmer's adaptability. During the 'thiritea and 'forties, civilisation in 

Huron County waa "in transit"} by the 'eiyhtles, civilisation had entrenched 

itaelf, and hod laid foundations for the future development of the eommunity. 

Agriculture was more than a frontier experimenti it constituted the life-blood 

of the settlement, and was the proton about which social, political, and 

economic electrons revolved. The agrioultural state of a community provides a 

reasonably accurate index of that eommunity's well-being, and it la safe to 

assert that Huron County, by 1880, had attained an advanced stage of development. 

The period under discussion laid emphasis upon adaptability in the 

'thirties, to bo followed by three suooesslve decades o" exiorinent and 

innovation, whioh in turn were superseded by adaptability in the 'seventies, — 

a return cf the tide Canadian agricultural methods were, for the nost pert, 

adapted from those employed in Croat Britain and the United States. The process 

of adaptation was natural and spontaneous, and accompanied the early settlers 

(the story of the sprsed of sgrieulture from tlie eastern coast of North America 

epproximetos, Indeed, to tlie story of ths advanee of frontiers)! after 1800, 

the process became more consciously deliberate Mixed farming provided the 

means of salvation prior to the 'fifties, snd after two decades of attempted 

specialisation, was again resorted to, during the 'seventies. 

sse. 



On the threshold of the 'eighties, the Huron farm was again 

prootleally self-suffloing, as it had been fifty years previously. The 

principal differences were that farming, in its various phases, had undergone 

a process of mechanisation, and the farmer had undergone a process of "awaken­

ing"! his eoonomio, social, and cultural spheres hed broadened enormously. 

His position in the eommunity, by 1880, was as firm as it had been fifty 

years before, and despite the increasing pressure of eoonomio foroes, hs 

stood his ground. These foroes, by their very pressure, drew the farmers 

together, and, in part, contributed to increased agrioultural cooperation. 

By the late 'seventies, then, am aggressive "farmer-oonaoiousness" 

was evolving, and manifested itself in organisation and in expression via 

sgricultural Journals. Farmera felt increasingly that they oonprised a potent­

ially powerful but politically neglected faotor in national development. 

The 'sixties hed brought with them a growing discontent over politics, and 

a bitter antagonism toward the legal profession. In the words of a prominent 

agricultural crusader• 

"The aspirant for parliamentary honours took 
no notice of farming! ..... we have not selected those whose 
main interest is agriculture Let agriculture be foremost, 
snd take its proper position. You farmers have the power, if 
you had but the unity among yourselves, to cot." 

Agricultural eredit, "big business", banking, insurance, and 

speculstlon did not begin seriously to affect the farmer until the 'aeventies. 

One reason for the farmer's insensibility in this respeet was the existence 

ef an avenue of esespe, namely, the West, which was considered to be merely 

an extension of the frontier. The inorecac in the number of loan corporations 

7 
in Upper Canada, from wight in 1860 to eighteen in 1870, end to seventy-three 

in 1888, supports the contention that corporations held the lion's share in 

the loan field. Rivalry between private and corporate groups tended to suppress 



rates of Interest. The rivalry of both groups was foeusse1 sgsinst the 

government, in an effort to prevent government loans for agrioultural purposes, 

but thanks to the efforts of the Grange, the government advanced a number of 

loans as early aa 1877, at extremely low rates. Thus, covernnental assistance 

was successfully obtained as a result of organisation on the part of the 

farmers, Government eredit during the 'eighties wns, however, negligible, 

in comparison with private lean companies, whioh began to oust the corporate 

groups, by the 'ninctlest farmers preferred to deal wit:, private ooneerns 

rather than with the government, ehiefly because of the "red tape" involved 
9 

in negotiations for government loene During the late 'eighties and early 

'nineties, farmers tended to depoait more and to borrow less, — a condition 

whioh waa indicative of better "agricultural times", and of the increasing 

ability of the farmers to finance themselves. The result was that numerous 

loan companies were compelled to move westward, in order to escape bankruptcy. 

Farmers sought te protect themselves from "big business" and 

monopolies in various wayai for example, they often withheld their orops 

in order to await higher prices. Agricultural distrust of banks was manifested 

early In the demand for the establishment of a Farmera' Bank, following tho 
11 

failure of the Bank of Upper Caneda In 1868. Business was occasionally upset 

by the tendency of many farmera to depend upon the proceeds of orops whish 

bed not yet been harvested. Bonking was disturbed by the farmera^ practice 

of piecing their money 1 < tlv- custody of store-keepers, who favoured long-term 

credit dealings. Life insurance and fire insurenee companies were a relatively 

unimportant factor, by 1876, but they beoame increasingly significant during 

the 'eighties. 



A feature of the period under consideration waa tlve role enacted 

by private enterprise, whioh received its stimuli from both British and 

Amerioon influences, and whlo't proved to be a more powerful factor in agric­

ultural development than waa government legislationi the latter usually 

succeeded and supplemented private organisation. The promotion of cold 

storage was an exception to the general rule, and received the goverasent's 

attention and financial booking. After 1890, whan the expert trade in dairy 

producta began to thrive, the government became more enthuaiaatie, visualising 

IS 
sn enormous trade in fruit and vegetable produote 

In the matter of grain-growing, the Canadian west did not present 
14 

a serious throat to eastern Canada until the early 'eighties. In a study of 
16 

tho Canadian grain trade, M.L. Stokes ascribes the ohiof oause of the decline 

of wheat produetion in Ontario to the Influx of issnigrants to the west. He 

ignores, however, the problem of soil exhaustion, the increased prominence of 

dairying and stock-raising, and the significance of new orops. Fruit-growing 

was also affected by western Canadian (especially British Columbian) rivalry, 

after 1900, and soil exhaustion contributed to tlie decline of Huron County's 

sppls Industry to "a most pitiable condition" in 1916. The Canadian west began 
17 

tc appeej) as a rival to eastern farmera in stock-raising, at about 1886. 

The market for horses suffered a set-back, following the use of eleetrie power 

in street-railway service After 1890, the Canadian export trade In oattle 

with Orcat Britain declined, owing to the imposition of a Britiah embargo 

in 1892! the widening of the Amerioon market, by the Underwood tariff of 1918| 

competition, provided by Australia, Hew Zealand, and Argentina! and Increased 
18 

cojuumption at homo. Dairying exhibited a steady growth after 1900, with tho 
output of butter gradually surpassing that of oheese. 
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Although the Huron former of 1880 wns maintaining a firm stand in the 

community, the signs of the deterioration of the fern wore beginning to loom on 

the agricultural horison. The first two or tluree generations had drown the 

first flushes of fortuity from the soil, «u: settled into venerable erm-ohairs, 

distressed at their sons' failure to acquire profitable returns, and at the 

necessity of mortgaging the "old homestead." This situation wns brought about 

by a problem of deficiency, — soil exhaustion, — whioh served to repel youth 

from the rural oomnunitles, at about the same tine that urban centres and 

prefeeeional fields were beckoning. 

Huron County offered en extremely arable soil to the earliest gener­

ations, but the limestone baas, which extends over tlie greater port of the county, 

presented a natural obstacle, even as it did in several other sections of the 

province, notably in the Tfolriiwond Clay Bolt; Lime does not easily "work up" 

into the upper soil, whioh, because of tho resultant deficiency in lime and 

phosphate, contributes to the emergence of a lime-hungry people, struggling 

against the eoonomio disadvantage of tilling fields which yield only dimin­

ishing returns. The solution to the problem, — namely, to inject new vigour 

81 
into the aoll b; the application of restorative elenents, — will help te 

establish Canadian life on a sounder eoonomio basis, and to ensure the health 

of future generations. Otherwise, the slmth and seventh generations may 

surrender their farms to Bew Canadians from eastern Europe, many of whom are 

content to live on a scale which is distinctly sub-Canadian. The rebuilding 

of the farm will more than contribute to a rearmament of tho nation's resourcest 

it will be a factor in the rovitallsation of the notional spirit. 

This study of a particular phase of Canadian local history was begun 

as an experiment, to serve to show that students need not wander far afield in 

search of historical lores it lies here at home, in tlie midst of our own 
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communities. A war suoh as the present one may well serve to weld a nation 

together, but the results of peaceful enterprises ore no less substantial in 

contributing to the ere-tlon of nationhood. Canada has long been in need of 

a auitable history or its literature, a oomprohensive anthology of its poetry, 

snd s study of its culture, as well as a guide to the study of loeal history 

which would stimulate a oonsoiousness and appreciation of these constituents 

of our dominion's nationality. Suoh a guide would make feasible the teaching 

cf looal history in the schools of this and other provinces. At the same time, 

interest in Canadian history generally would bo stimulatedt history beoomes 

much nore vital when it oonoerns objects and soenes immediately around us. 

The study of the history of yarticular eoranunitles would also contribute to 

the aaelmilation of Hew Canadiansi their traditions and ideals might be exehanged 

for ours, and a oommon bond would thereby be sealed. 

Sueh a work would necessarily have a beneficial influence upon local 

historical sooietiest an incentive would be furnished for greater and more 

numerous undertakings, in regard to the writing of reports, tlie search for 

records snd sources (whether ef an hlstorloal, antique, or artistio nature), 

the dealre to oreete better collections of material (whether in the looal 

libraries or in the erohives), and the aim, generally, to bring out the salient 

features of the background of a particular community, — for example, by 

erecting monuments, or by inaugurating excursions and sight-seeing tours. 

Bet only would sueh a guide provide a coordinating element for those soolctlcs 

which already exlat, but it would contribute to the birth of new ones, and 

to the resurrection of any which hove become defunct. 

A practical theme underlies these "psoudo-theorot oal" influencesi 

namely, the effect of historical interest upon one of tlie Dominion's most 

•slued sourocs of income -• the tourist trade All looalities of necessity 



possess common characteristics, but eaoh locality has its own peculiarities — 

in events, personalities, and lines of development. If each locality 

developed one or more of these themes, it would acquire a distinct identity 

and personality, and its appeal both to the stranger and to the "hcttletowner" 

would be Increased ten-fold, lot only would communities continue to attract 

visitors, and perhaps permanent residents, but they would instil native sons 

with civic pride so that they would appreciate the responsibility and duty 

of developing their respective communities* instead of wandering to the 

"city" or to other oountriea (the United States, in particular) in order 

to develop their individual talentc Bot the least of the values of a guide 

to local history would be the educational influence it would exert on those 

general readers who are "in aearoh of Ontario." 

* * * * * * * * * 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL BOTE 

The research entailed in this study of the agrioultural evolution 

ef Huron Oounty necessitated a wide reading of the "travel" literature of tho 

period, together with a systemotlo use of all available agrioultural Journals 

and government records. Vsrious oounty histories were first consulted, in en 

effort to gain an idea of i'r.a techniques employe.i in their composition. The 

references to agriculture in tlie "travel" books are scattered (indexes arc 

usually leaking), but they exhibit uniform ohirftotoristios, and, oa the whole, 

indicate thot life, both in "the clearing" and In "the bush", was difficult. 

The agricultural journals furnished innumerable facta, which were 

generally Isolated! items of looal interest* oorrespondonoe ooi**OM*, agricultural 

deportments (where they existed), and even advertisements, wero asslemcusly 

Beamed. Government documents, espeeially the repcrt of the Ontario Agricultural 

Commission of 1880, and renorts of various associations, provided rich sources 

of information* Atlases wore studied, including several which are not listed, 

in order to gain a oomlete mental pioture of the geological, phyaical, climatie, 

and ooonerolal properties of the preeorlbed region, theses which bore on the 

subject aleo received attention, — but their name is not legion* 

The arrangement ef the resultant conglomeration of foots resembled 

the construction of a moaaio, or the solving of a Jig-saw pussle. The various 

footnotes attest tc this; it is to bo hoped that they will form, to some extent, 

an index te the sources used. Throughout the composition of this thesis, sn 

attiam.il waa made te retain a wide perspective, and to trace the story of a 

particular locality against a background of national and even intomotional 

developments. 

http://attiam.il
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