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Assumption Gollege

SANDWICH - ONTARIO
The Problem of Unemployment,

1. The most-serious problem of Labour is the guestion

of unemployment. . The statement of the broblem,

2¢ In a thesis of this kind we shall have to discuss,
(a) The causes of unemployment.
(b) The effects of unemployment.

(c) The remedies agalnst unemployment,

3¢ The problem of unemployment was unkmown in the
prlmltlve state of man.

(a) The modern city was unknoﬁn.

(b) Men lived in the country, ;

(e) People did not depend upon their
neighbours,

(d) The individual produced hisiown
"food and clothing. |

(e) Things were produced, for the most

| part, by ﬁanﬁal labour.
(£) Seldom.would;he have a surplus,
4.,

With the increase of population, came the questlon

of unemployment as.we have it to-day.
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SANDWICH - ONTARIO

The causes of unemployment :

(a)

The inability of the worker arising
from, ‘

1. Accident

2. sickness

d. 01d age

4. Laziness
Seasonable unemployment in the different
occupations, Statistics.
Intereference with labour caused by wam.
The failure of agriculture to co-ordinate

with industry,

The failure of industry to absorb thé
surplus of the agricultuﬁist}'
The cost of production on the farm
interferes with the farm absorbing the
product of industry, .
The drift of farm labourers %o the cities,
Legal attempts to prevent this.
Trade laws affecting loeal indqstry
especially noticeable in Cansada,

Food shortage and cost of food interfere.

v
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with industry,
(j) Cheap foreign labour,
(k) Unskilled labour

6. The effects of this problem,
(a} On country life,
(b) Om city 1ife.
( Special, reference will be made to
Canada. )

(¢} Strikes ang labour unions,

7. Remedies againsﬁ the problem of unemployment:
(a) Some false attempts, on the part of
Socialimm to solve the problem. Reasons
for their failure. _
(b) There must be a better understanding of
the idea of work and the worker, The
worker must not pe exploited by Capital.

(¢) False notion that idleness constitutes
a good time

(d)  Anew agriculture where 'Efficiency in
Productiont will have a place.

1. Intelligent farming.

,-\
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2. Proper machinery. .
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SANDWICH - ONTARIO
3. Better selling methods.
4. Honesty in reprresenting their
products.
5. Thrift,
6 Borrowing power.

7. Farm help to be used intelligently.

(e) Agriculture must solve +the seasonable
unemployment problem.
“l. False solutions
2. True solution.

(f) Foreign trade in agricultural products

8. ~Capital and Labour will have to assist 6neanother
in the solution of unemployment :

(a) Speed production,

(b) Less profits.

() Less waste in time and materials.

(d) Better working conditions.

(e) At least a living wage for the worker.
2. Ideal conditions of Capifal and Labour as seen

by Pope Leo XIII.
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10. UneMngyment insurance
(a} Dangers.
(b)vBenefits. _
11. The industrial outlook in Canada.
(a) Peace.
(b) Immigration.
(¢) Markets.

12. Conclusion.
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Foreword.

In tne prepasrztion of this thesis &n effort nas
been mede to indicste tne more importent causes of

i

unempdoyment. If ecouomists =nd t.ose zifected by ’r\”””
toe silment ﬁére tanorouznly conversant with gnis siué‘
of tre guestion tnere wo.uld Le & more inteilizent
e¢ffort to eradicaste tne evil,

lhore cttention ikss Leen oiven to the agricult-

o

ural problen tasn is usuel, lecause tnls seems to

’

pertein esgpecislly to Csnsde. In the s.luticn of the

proviems presented our own (inadisu needs wLuve Leen

given specicl rnotice and some. remedies nuve ieen sugE-

fested, wo.len if spplied, mi.ht lessen trhe itu-den of
s I '

o

our people, Lotn marsl .nd urben.
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Unemployment .

'Probably the most dangerous and, without doubt,
the most serious problen lz.our nes to face todsy
ig tnst of unemployment. 1t is dangerous on zccount
of its. prevalence, and 1t is s@¥lous on. ccount of
tne lengtas to wnicn men. will go wnen AQriven to deg-
peration, snd the ststus of tane unemployed it desper-
ste, Thet it is wide spreed is common knowledge, 2nd
tals common kxnowledge hses givern rise to msny tneo-
ries wanose avowed purpose is the solution of the prob-
len,

In this %hesis it would e inmpossiile to .give all
tae internationelvuspeccs of tnis problem, snd the
different complicastions tast follow in_ité-wake. How-
ever, wé shall sttempt to discuss its causes, voth re-
2l snd fencied. ‘Then, after heving obsefvcd some of
its more noticeable effects we shell outline some of
the remedics wnich mifhﬁ #t lezet curtell some of its
deplorsile effects, even if they do not wipe out uu-
amployment a;} tqgetner.

Unemploeyment is a conpasrstively new eYil Jihich
hes wfflicted numunity. There wes a time in man's
nistorvanen tois evil did not exist. In tais period
vnen éoaiety was on & more sidmple basis tnan 1t e to-

dey, tiis problem wae prscticplly lmpossiile.
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In the priusitive stete of moﬁpur modern city
|
was unknown. Great industriel cent-es did not ox-

O

ist, end greet nwibcrs of men =nd women did not con-

w

gregate witnin the nerrow tounde of z smell pece,

Ir the modern eity there is waged 2 constsnt strugg-

le smong the citizens and the strong slone survive ﬁhe
rigours of tne conflict. ™The strong, as it were, snstch
-the food out of tne mouths °of tne week and they teing
nelpless sre left to Perisa, or et most, lead 2 life of
pitisle équelor., Such & warfare did not exist in en-
ciﬁt :imésbecauso‘the conditions weicn produce such & con-
flict ucre iaczing,

In tnose days msn lived s purely rursl life. The

field wss ot over crowded with lsbouvers snd escn found
'2ll {ne worK tnst it wss possivle for zim to do. at
first men wes g nurniter, With the crude-instrumeﬁts at
ale disposal he found it ssrd work to wrest & living from
tne nostile foreut. He ned to ve up wefore daylight in
oraer to cuteh nais unsuspecting prey, &nd the oneys ne

did not cetes 2ie pursued far into tne nigat. Ifytne an-
imule were scarce, eltacr by reason of the time of tue
veer of pestilence, nils work wae =11 tne more difficult,
He ned little or not means for breserving or curing ois
neat to provide sgainst tue wintver end tois invreased

nls diffdculties and made nis lsiours ellAtne oreg stren-
ﬁous. He hed eitner to follow bLne migrations of tne
nesets, like our .. .., qsx&mos follow tue curibuoo in the

burren lands, or he hsd to wori gouily nard to cutch en-




ough of the‘animals thet remained during those off-
gesgsons, to supply nis needs for food. "In tnis precar-
ious existence of nand to mouth feeding, his constant
battle was with nsture gnd its very consténcy precluded
the daenger of & period of‘unemploymﬁet. ‘

The next stsge in men's existence might e celled
the herding period, end life was still s strenuous bat-
tle =gainst the forces of nsture. The shepherd's nours
were long, becsuse troe flocke fed from sunrise to sunset.
As the sesson sdvanced the nerds had to e moved on to
new pastures, becsucse, the srt of agriculture being‘un—
known, it wes 1mpossiile to store up a sufficient supp-
1y of food agsinst such periods. _Ip’is true; of course,
tnet this life could not be.lived in & very severe cl-
imszte, where the winters were long. But the fzct re-
meins that even in these countries wnereé this wes the
jode o existence, there were scasonzl chenges w:lch
worked & nerdsnip on the workmen-., snd inc-essed his
letours., However, since tnerc J2s much lebour, with
fow workmen. to pe:form it, there never could be a lsb-
our problem of unemployment, Lven wnen the shepnerd's
famiiy incressed end thus provided more lanourers iis
flocks likewise inc essed and the supply of workmen

was swallowed up in the demgnds of labour.




During tre primitivelages men was, for the mo-

a/ st pert, independent of nis fellow men. Indeed, nis

‘ success ley in the fact thst he avoided nis neighhour,
otherwise there would Le & clash of interests. Hach

one followed nis own flocks, snd to keep them in past-
urage it was necessary to svoid, as fer gs possible,
~the neignbour's flocks end pestures. In tais way thre
shepherd had no fixed atode, Lut pitched nris tent zlong
side his flocks and moved it wioen new psstures were des-
ired,

In this psstoral existence man‘s needs were few, snd
tnese few ne could supply pimself. He lived in g country
Walch produced its fruits witnout cultivetion. The only
cost was the lsbour employed in gsthering & suificient
supply of tnése food products so vountifully provided by
nature., ;ne‘f10cks Supplied milx in ahﬂndance and meat,
too, Jnen it was required. In the mild c¢limaste in woich
ne lived clotaning did not cost muech lawour or WOTTYy. From
tne wool of tne flocks yarn w2e spun wnich laster was wove
en into cloth,

Thus it is.avidént tnat unempldyment wes aever gue
of. the worriece of tnis & ge. Ian wes not depesdent uwpon
wis neignbour to supply nim with 2 nsrket forythe products
of nis lebour, beceuge -he and als Lamily could gosory ull

tnese producte themselves., Tols mey ve undsrsbood wnen




we remember tnet everytning wss made by nand istour, snd
it veing 2 slow mode of menufsecture it would rerdly be
posSible to nave g surplus stock on hsnd. ILiving tais
simple contented life men wee wholly engrossed in his
work znd as a result did not develop costly tastes waich
could not ve satisfied by nis slender revenue, There wss
no weste, &nd wnstever was produced o« bove 1is needs, wh-
etiier it ve in the products of his msnusl lelour or in
the neturel incresse of nis flocks, it all was ssyed ag-
ginst & day of need.

4 finel fector w.oich kept the l=iour prohtlem in the
Leckground during thesé yeers wss the high desth rate.
It is true tnat living & simple life msn was not subject
to the modern diseases wpich efflict humnsnity. .oildren
vere, nbwever, orn =nd reared in such unsanitsry gond-
itions tnat it wes generelly e case_of the survivel of
the fittest. Zven todey if we visit the nomed veonlecs
of the Zast we find tnen suffering from 51l menner of
diseases and infirmitics ény one o which a little mod-
ern cere and knowledge would asve prevented. Among th-
ese people it is almost impossihle'to find s paysicslly
Iit person 2nd we msy be sure tne same conditions prev-
ailed in sunclent times. Plagues snd pestilences were

the scourges of tre dey, und no one cless seemed iwrmne.




Smallpox snd ieprosy wexe as frequent es the modern
"eold", =nd they left their survivors edly hesndica-
ppe& in the rsce of life, Thus the lack of care and
the disregsrd for the rules of healtn nad a2 tendency
to lessen the number of availeble lzlourers, and the
conseguence was thet taere wss plenty of lecour to en-
gage tnose'who were willing snd szble to work.

But a cpsnge came wWith the natursl incresse 1n pop-

wlstion. Tne resources of tae pesture fields could not

I

-

eep up witn the increased demende made on them snd people
Teft taem to teke up other medes of employment and to he~
zin new forms Of husiness;' From now on 1abourhtroubles
will develop wecsuse the relestionsiip Letween produét—
ion and consdmption will #ary.

During tihe middle eges 2nd even g few centuries be-
fore, life wss ussed upop.egriculturé."iut here, like in
tne early period of the shepherds, trsde wes chiefly loc¢=-
2l: tous easch country would have to supply its own needs,

no metter wiet they mi-nt be. Internationzl trade, &nd

. even trzde hetween distent pesrts of the ssme country, wes

creetly hempered by reason of the impossibility of comm-
erc¢iasl intercourse. ioad-huilding, as we heve it todsy,
.ias en unknown art. It is true tnzt there were 8 few
grest aighways, sucn ag were built iy the Rom=ns for mil—.

4




itery purposes, wut there were no roe&s puilt with the
idees of fostering inﬁernetional commerce. Travel was
Ly fbét or 7 sorseback &nd these means did not supply
much opportunity for & varied cergo. [There were no cold
storzge fscilities, ss we nsve tunem today, so thet it wes
absolutely impossible to transport perisnable goods from
one country to znother.

inothe. fzctor thet interfered with commerce was the
lack of & proper police force to afford protcction for
tne itraeders. DThe rosds, sucn &s they were, were neunted
by rovbers wno wayleid the unwary traveller and toock Iror
2iw nis merchendise. Condivions were so0 wed thast day tr-
avel was limited to groups, strong enouzn to defend taem-
selves ggsinst etteck. Hio-nt trevel was out of the que-
stion. Jith these nzandicaps 1t 1is quité evident tast in-
ternetionel commsrce wes sadly curteiled.

Land rrsvel neing practieally immpossinle, commeree
Lne e

naturzliy would teke to the wsles, LUT uere, 100

*
were aifficulties. In the first plsce the knowledse of

tne cea was limited. It was the dawn of Geograisiy, as

LV
we usve it, snd cosst plices were not casrted. If tho

nerdy mariner ventured out of sipnt of land he wss In

danger of losing nie way, w.ile clong the cosetl were Loae

zaunts of wurderous pirstes a0 preyved upon the unprot-

ected £1iPS. .




Sea trade was restricted, for the most pert, to tae
shores of the Hediterreneen and tihe coést of tne atlantic.
fut os time sdvenced the volume of trade incressed and
we Tind thet btne greset treding cities made sn effort to
protect the trade Ly offering ;nducements to the trzders
to ke such cities their neadquarters.

sut even witn these opportunities cesrzdes were pre-
tty much limited to wool, spicves, preciuus stones, les b=
er end dried fruits. fhe open bLoats, subject to tie dan-
ger of storms éﬁd woter, did not offer & very safle mezns

4

of trausport, wiile chsnres of climate prevented tne btr-
grusporta tion of perishevle goods,., Besides tiunese netursl
difficulties tuere was enother thet seemed uzrder to over=
come. 1%t tekess country & long time to build up o msrine
trede snd if peonle sre not suited to it by reeson of tem-
perment or geograpnical locstion its development 1s sreat-
ly reterded.
Yith 811 their difficulties, hoth by lend und ssz,

staring tnem in tae fece, one c=n readily see aow inter-
netionsl commerce would be refused peoples so circumstan-

cced. The result wss that, for o long time the Zuropezn

"

seli-

netiong did rnot trede with egci other, and esch iecame

¢

sufficicnt. In tals way, waile each wag fusieds n the

LY |
! e

s
e d

4
t 1o

Lt )

1
i d not arise

production of the ware nc.orusities of 11

1




among toem the probvlem of wnemployment. Toere waes gl-
ways wor« to do snd the difficulty wegs in finding mnen

to 40 it. There wss no resson For idleness and if it

®

did exist tne csuse must e pleced in the individuel :ia=-
sell .nrd not in the emxonomic COﬂditious-of e country.

Witn tne discovery of America 8 new epoch was in-
troduced into the world of conmerce. Tne gld carevan
routes te Indies were closed Ly the Turks mhd in trying
to find a2 weter route to tnose ricn lands msny of “he grest-
est world cdigeoveriss ﬁeré mude. Men sziled srouwnd the
Cape, . discovered America, snd sgiled across tae Pacific

o

Indeed sn unlimited opportunity for trede was opened up-
with tlese newly discovered lsnds. Zut it took tue tr- S
cde & long time to develop Lecsuse ss yet people were

not prepared for it.

[£3]

rom tiis period on politics interfered in the dev-
elopment of commerce. lizgtional lines wésé ring snerply
deawn &nd the Zuropesn nations were bhuilding up, easch

its own economic structure. With tois inureesed nori-
zon peoples needs grew. ot satisfied with the products
of its own it sou.nt those of other land and we hsve the
Zuropesn countrieé estuﬂlisning ¢olonies in tne new wor-
ld‘on the baecis of "feeder™ colonies. ‘ifnus, in the cour-

se of yeasrs, the Huropsan countries became not only dep-
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endent on these colonies,’but aspendent, too, upon one

To this devendence upon one another mey ue traced
~most of the economic ills thet afflict tne race. cut
oi these reletionships grew the great industriel znd
commerce revolutions. f1he besis of these commercisl
relationsnips «wes tradé, Joies: in turen wess founded upon
g medium of excnsnge. No longer ¢ounld goods e used as
tnis medium eﬁd we neve the introduction of money.

With the sdoption of money &s the medium of exch-
snge we rind tae eeonomic structures of the nations te-
ing more closeiy linked with esch otner. The result is
thet we hsve two forces, tne one, tho economic force,
ettenpting to unite, walle tne oﬁher, the nationalistic
force, tending fo disunite. To tnese two forces are to
be attrivuted most of the troubles thé economié world
nas suffered suring ell these yesrs since the adoption
of money nergeining -es the Lesis of international comm-
erce. Nat;onal sealousies end trade-wars follow In their
‘vegke.

Pne industriel rev.olution was bne oflthe results of
tnie incresséd internationsl trsde. If s nation wss to
keep up w«ith its fellows, or even to surpass taem, it was

necessary whot it speed up ite procuction. The old anti-
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.

gquated system of nend m&nuf:ptdre ned to he aiandoned
grnd newer metrods sdopted. Now tnis need produced the
means which were rnecesssry to satisfv it. Two factors
contributed to the chsnge. The modern cepitalistic sys-
tem by wnich szccumulsted wealtn is epplied to industry
to zccelerszte production was adopted. Labor was hired
et & fixed wege and cepital took cere of tne cost of pro-
duction and the finding of suitsble markets. Capital,
directing labor, would necessarily speed it =z, hecause
«t is the msin object to capital to increasse itself ss
guicikly es‘possible.

‘‘ne other fzctor wnicn sided in the industrisl rev-
olution wse tine invention of msecninery. The sﬁeam en-
gine, tane power Yoom, 8nd the blest furnzce were the new
ii.ventions waicn hurried slong the revolution. It Was,
in reeality, & c.ange in munuf.cturing methods w.ich br-
ougnt siout tie revolutlon; 0f course tﬁe cnense wes
spfead over a great period but it became more marked af-
ter 1750.

This comuin: tion of capitel snd uscdinery transformed
the commercial world. - The craftsman living in znis cottege
nad no chzrnce in compeﬁition witn it. His slow, costly,
laeborious metnod was supplanted Ly one w:ich prectically

eliminsted nend lebor, incressed the production, snd, for

”
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.}2
the most pzrt, kept up the gquality in the goods manu-
feuturéd;

Neturslly, the revolution produced a2 chsnge in the
status of the worimen. In the first plece & mechine‘is
=Lle to produce more products tnen & grest number of men
working long hours. Agasin, it wss necessery that men con-

sregate in towns or fsctory centers becszuse it would de-

¢at 1ts purpose tO set the mezcnines up in the workmen's

Fh

nomes. These two fsctors contrilbuted much to the troub=-
les of tae industrisl world of taet period, and thnese
troubles extend down to our.own day. The unemnloyment
guestion would project itself into the picture snd the
fact is thet we find, du:inglfgis development or pion-
eer period, men sttecking the factories and,smasnjng the
18 coines. —

The socigl evil, thaﬁ naturaslly féilowed, was the
weskening of family ties. In the old days the workien
had hig shop in ais home ehd wae witnin reach of nis
family the whole day long. AS the‘ﬁembers of his feam-
ily grew he edopted them into nis trade and thus the
family wes kept togetner. But in this new sge, énered’
in iy the industrialirevolution, the msn left home he-

fore the family was up snd he did not relurn until lete
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in the evening. OCf course, tne modern eizant nour day
vas uh.inosn.  Ia tae new process tae workmen, in-
stead of bﬁing an honored memi.er of nis craft, beceme
little more tasn en sutomaton wao worked in unison with
nis mecaoine., ials unfortﬁnwte.circnmstgnce‘is, even, mo-
re pronoun<ed today. In tne cigaly specialized modes of
operetion of our own d&y tne individuzl repests wifh mach-

ine-like monotony =2 single operetion dvy in =nd day out,

D

o]

Stending bLeside nis punch press, he simply pulls & lever
and watches g punch force a a0le through a pilece of ting
of ae mey teke hig plsce heside s conveyor belt and écr-
ew on 8 little nut eas the partly essemble prodﬁct pess-
es Ly n2is stending place. A condition such ss tuis;
snd it is the condition of tnoussnd of men in our fact-
ories, tends to treed g spirit o: discontent and:tais
discontent will be reflectéd in the industrisl world by
" the groups of unemployed'wno sit on tne hencpres of our
over-crowded public parks.

Now tanls incressed production resultihg from the
industrisl revolution produced world wide @ffects.‘ To
Xeep these new mills employed g greet quantity of raw
meterial was needed. It is ohvious tinet the country in
w.ich the mills were situsted could not supply the dem-

~

and. ‘ .
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Thus tne raw meterials of foreigu parts had to be ut-
i{lized 2nd a lerge foreign trade soon developed. Then,
toere was tne otner problem, that of suiteble markets.
With tais vest production the nome market could soon be
supplied. The result wes tazet foreign markets ned to b
utilized.

These needs, the nced of raw meterials, end tne ne-
ed ol new foreign msrkets, produced two very important
vegult in the egonomic structure of tne world. The first
of tnese, 2s we have zlready steted, wes tine gstanlisnment
of dependent relstions of one country uasonu gnother. Tous
tne colonies of thne new world reyuired tne indusirial cen-
ttes of the old tu wnico the, aight send tneir raw met-
griels. C(n the oincr cend Lioe 0ld wss dependeﬁt ooor the
new to supnly murkets for toe surplus’products walch the
nome msrket was unable to gbsorb. LThe prosperity o0f the
one depended upon the prosperity ol tne other sund ine fei-
lure of oune was reflected in the diéaster oi the otnrer.
e second influence wses tne effect upon 1 bour. 8 caw
toet tne mucnines deprived e great hnaber of men of their
seccustomed employment. - These new ventures in the Tield
of @gommerco, tae suoplyin of rew materiale and the find-

ing of nes markets, sbeorned most of the luiourers disc-

-
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grded by the introducticn of mecninery. Yhis is ev-
ident when one rememners tnet hane in nsnd witn the
industrial revolution cazme tae great comaercisl up-
hesvel. Just ss the industrizl revolution was & ch-
cﬁge in the metnods o nroduction, s0 the commercial
revolution was & change in tone metnods of trensporstation
and comaunicatione.

‘ne inprovemsant in transportaetion was due, prim-
erily, to the invention of the steam ensine snd sec-
ondarily, to tne grest program of railrosd building wh-
ich toox pl:ce during tne nineteenth century. ill the
~older continentsl countries ‘.ere joined togetﬁer by one
or more railway systems end journeys thst took weeks were
now zccomplished in the spsce of 2 few dsys. In the new
world tne ssme tning was nappening. At first in Americe
the people settled along fhe cozst and followed the ri-
vers irlood, bl they 1i¢ not dsre to venture fer from the
water snd the ressons for tais ere shvious., But with the
openiny up of the country this was changed.and the fect~-
or-contributing most to the change was the railroad. Tr-
anscontinentel lines We:é built Ly wnicn the atlantic
end Pacific were connected and people settled siong these

lines because they offered to them an opportunity to merket
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their products and lessened the cost of goods they must‘
buy. AS soon as & reilrosd pessed tarouga g district
people settled in it and finding work tnej solved for

¢ vime tneir le bor problems.

Here, however, we siould not overlook tne effects
of the revolution on ocean trensportstion. We saw how
stesm revolutionized land trsvel eand the chsnge in tr-
gnsportation on «ster w:s 1o less remarksble, Tne old
segiling vessels toox from three to six m@nths to cross
the Atlentic vut with the zdvent of steam this tTiue wes
cut down to less .nan & week. Taoe value of tals in tne
transportetion of food, end rew material cennot Le over-
estimeted. dith tae opening of the Suez end tie Penamna
Cenalsvinternaticnal trade even in bulky cargoes was ma-
de ?ossible on & scaele tnst would astound the traders of
tne old sailing days. Today we heve air travel, oat it
is limited pretty well to pessenger and msil service,
Zut even tais is of grest assistance to the commercial
world. #hat the fubture holds in this regard cnsllenges

imagination. One aundred yeérs ago few dreamed thet
sreat liners loeded with passenrers, greight znd meil

would 1 sve liontreel on lLonday end arrive in Liverpool
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by the following Ssturday. svistion'mey produce cor-
respondingly great cnanges in the near future.

In studying tuoe industrial revolution we saw tnat
it resulted, to e grest extent, from the epplicetion of
cepital to lsitor. Here we :must not overloox tne fin-
ancial sspects of the ‘commercial revolution. For tne
development of industry &n enormous sccumulation oi cap-

itsl is necessary. <Lpis capitel has to be nendled in

sucn 2 way tnat iu can te called upon when necesssary.
Phat is, uvnere nszs to Le esteblisned a reserve of credit end
this function is performed by the sreat nationel tenks,

4

1

the most imﬁortent of wnich is the Bank of ingland. It
it nerdly necessary for us tc go into deteils concern-
ing the gigantic syétem puilt up b, -the nationél.banks
eany more tanen to say the banks mede industry. 1t 2ss
meritedi;he confidence of the peonle wno nave entrusted
tneir saving to it, snd-it furnished the life blood, as
it were to industry. ilen in cmargerf these nationsl
institutions weoe 800Ve reporacn snd the peper issued
shove their signstures was accepted for tae valued waich-

it represcnted.

One may approcivte tne significunce of tais fucetor
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in tre development of indusiry waen ne recslls the tr-

I}

288

o for our grest

’

emcndous sums of money tnet sre nece
rcdmmercial enterprises., ZRight here in fromt of my win-
dow is bein: constructed an internstional bridge. ‘Phe
ambessador, tae cost of walech 1is twenty-six million dol=-
lars. People nave wueen talxing atbout it for talrty years
end it was needed all the while. 3RBut 1t is only today
tnat 2 sufficient amount of capital nes hheen &t the dis-

-

posal of the interested parties, HFor the time reing

trat moﬁey nas to he tekxen out of industry snd spent in
tne construciion of the wvridge. It is a largé sum of mon-
ey and only the banking system could sccurmlate 1t and
make possible the work. . Again we mey see what en im-
porfant fzotor tnis investment of capital is. AIn Znglend
tnére sas invested in thé railroads vae fsbulous sum of
ten billion dollsrs. Only tne grest vanking utilities
could finence such undertsLings.

30 fer we have been attumptiag to snow now the com-
merciel system nss bLeen built up and we see tanat its
foundeticn 1is wealth.i The seving of wealth end the epp-’
lication of its sccumulated res urces meke possilbe the
meintenance of trade and the expansion of commerce. MNow

tue applicetion of tais cepital to industry mes grostly
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incressed tne weslth of the world, snd tais weeltn is
reflected;in tne cépital Qealtn oi each individual.
Thus at the outuresk éf 2 great war the per capita we-
alth of & citizen, in Cansds was «boul fifteen nundred
States

dollars, in United twenty-one nundred dollsrs, in Zng-
1and sixteen hundred dollars end in frarnce fifteen hun-
dred dollars. Tness figures are approximste but they in-
dicete tné effescts of capital applied to industry.

However, thié structure whicn nes been reised upon
tne foundation of cepitel andbindustry is very complex
and unstsule. It is a delicate structure and it does not
take mucnh to interfere W1Ln its workings, and interfer-
ence with its material operstions soon menifests 1tbelf
in tne commercial and industrisl world. Let 2 storm
destroy the coiton fields of Americe or Africs and its
effects are felt in the mills of ¥nzlend. Let the miners
in tne coaluand iron regions of fhe United States stirike
and tne steel worxers of South Améfica and Csnsda are
immedistely affected.

Now the first indication thet things are not right
in the commercisl structure is seen in the lauour WOriers.
Any interferernce always resulte ik unemployment with 1ts

sttendant wnnaapy cons equence Trom tois it is auite

*
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clear that, in geﬁerel, unemployment results from some
breskdown in tné eeongmic structure of the world, CF
course the breakdown mi.nt ne fer distsnt Irom t:ie po-
ints wuere its effecis sre most severely felt.. ‘Thus s
Dreakdown in tne production of the raw rulter in Erazil,
wnetner 1t be hy reason of 2 long dry speli or the ap-
atnhy of tne natives, will close tze ruvber mills of am-
erica snd lesve tne lsbour, usually employed in this
industry ﬁnemployed.

In the genersl wa, tiis phenomena would =xive us the
reason of unemployment. But in 2 trnesis of this nature
we must further anslyze the cause taat we mey bLe in a ' 4
position to indicete perticular messures wiich might all-
evizte tne trouble or wipe it out completely.

Bxsming the elements. corncerned in unemployment we
must First conmsider the most vitally concerned element snd
tnet element if thelworkman. since nis very life d epends
upon nis daily work the ressons why ‘he, himself, might
-Le a cause of unemployment would be of great importsnce,
Althought employment ig so necesssry to his existence,
thet ﬁitnout it he could nof live, yet tre fact 1s that
the worker or would-be worker is very often the reason of

pis own unemsloyment. «Lnny o men is out of employment

2
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fOf‘the simple regson thet he is unsble to do nis ghere
of the gpportioned work.

Tnis inebility of tne workman mey erise Ifrom meny
causes, some 0f waich mey be ottributed to himself asnd for
whica he is perfectly responsiile, wualle others are to be
ettributed to agencies over wiich he has no control snd
for the operation of wnich ze is not responsible. llany
g time an opporfunity for employment offers ifself to &
men wno is out of work, but by reason of nis lack of skill
he cennot zccept it. We hed a good exemple of this during
the last year. 4 grest number of men, meny of them bteing
miners, were brought-out from Zngland to Cenada with the
jdes that they could nelp in the hervest fields in the
Céhadian est. They had hsrdly errived when trouule be=-
gen end their cry.wes that the Canadieh,fermer was digc=-
riminating sgeinst them. iWhen the case was investigeted
it was found thst these.unfortunate men were lured to our
fields with the promise of big pay and feirly easy labor
conditions. The fermer in most cases was enxious for help
and wes willing to give & reasonaile wagé, but these men
were unable to 4o the required work. They knew little or
notoing sbout narvesting operations and ‘they were not ph=

veicelly fitted to undergo thc s trenuous lator of a nar-

a




vest season. Tne fermer could not meet their demznds

for pay waoen they were unsbhble to supply aoim witzr thne
brand of lebor he reguired. It was & mistske to expect
snything but friction, waen the circumstances vere such
as they were, snd our sympatiy is for the Isrmer and for
tne nelp. We sre sorry for tne fermer becsuse ne hed a
greet deal of work to do and it nad to be accomplished in
g limited time end nis nelp wes insdequate. COn tne other
nend we must sympstihize with the lsuorers. They were out
of wors, in fasct hed been out of work for g lons tinme in
Bngland, snd trey ned suifered = grest desl, tnen they
vere brought to Censds with the promise of much worz and
nigh wages. iWhen tney srrived 2t the fields they found
plenty of worik and the nigh vages, but they were unsble
to avell theméelves of the opportunity that would have
veen theirs nsd they been avle to do the work.

Tne seme thing nspoens in our lsrge industriszsl cit-
ies every dey. Hven when the crowds of unemployed are
grestest the newspepers cesrry long lists of help wented
columns, Lured by the story of good timés und nigh weg-
es men end women rush into the city vo seek emplo ment
snd 211 tney do is swell the lists of the unemploved.

Prey sre not prepsred for the work wiich msy e off-

a




-ered trem, The man wno nss spent most of nis time on

a ferm in tne middlewest hss 10 special mechsnicel sk-
-111, nss not learned s tresde, and waen he epplies gt

tne office of a fzctory empnloyment bturesu ne nust
realize nis misteke. He has to inform tne emnloyment
agenf tiat he nss nsd no experience in ifiazctory work and
tnet there is no fectory work ne is competent to do.

Tue results of such an interniew ere quite obvious.

| tne ssme nolds true in the case 0f women seeking
employﬁent in the city. They‘come in # rom the smegll towns
and more pretaebly the country. Liey are now pleced: in

an entirely new environmant, waich tney ere unshle to
face. Zven the housewori wnicn they performed so well at
home hss new terrors for them. They find the economical

Zitcren witnh ell ive lsbor saving devices, tne use of wh-

€

icn they knéw notning, an enigma. If tney do happen to
obtein & position they‘spon Lbecoms discourszged 2né lose
it. lwny 2 heartbreax, wilcn ﬁitn'e livtle foresight pi-
‘ght nzve Leen svoided, driveé the girl into the csireet
waere, by reason oi ner unem loyment, sne becomes 2 bur-
dern to herself and a socurce df worry to the social workers

4

of the city. Her troubles, like tirose of the men, sre

3

caused By tne fsc¢t trat sne is an unesilled labhorer, and

-
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;s 8 result ig not sule ©0 meet tne demands of szi;led
labhor thslt so meny occupstions require.

Anotner csuse 0L wnemsloyment arising “rom the in-
gbility oi the workmen results from industrizl accidents
snd sickness. de sew tnet pri.itive men wae rendered
less efficicnt by reason of nioysical infirmity result-
ing from‘the ignorerice oI the lawe of neslth and hygiene.
But in spite of our present day nedicel knowledge, sick-
ness greetly interferes with lavour. .Eaere gseem 10 be
certain discasces over wolcen médical sclence has no cont-
rol. 4t tae present time, ece. her 192G, we ure in tee
midst of en epidemic of influenzs. Lesst spring the sur-
geon genérel of the United.States predicted it, yet, with

cainst it, vwnen it s@ppesr-

<o

%11 the time given to prepaye &
ed lute in the f£211 men were unprepared for it. To add
to tne seriousness of the situation medi cal ‘science hed
no efficient remedy to-combet it except 1O give tiols ad-
viee gnpienwas broedcast throughduf'tne country. Je were
told to go te bed wien we felt the disease approgc.ing
and to remain thereuntil we were Letter. Of cOufSe th-
is did not relp vhe lsbour gituation. In many pleces
factories weve cloged snd wusiness was.generally dep-

rocsed., 1t was estimzied that over three million peorle

N
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were incapscitsted snd that Christmas trade was reduced
over. twenty per cernte.
dorking conditlions in most factorics are such tiet

they are detrimentel to tne healti 07 the workman. First
fnefe is tre constant stresin., High seared maciines &re
driven at & terrific rate and o false movement means dis-
seter Lo the workmsn. The air is generslly filled with a
fine dust end witih svery breata the workmen is doing irr-
eparvile injury to nis lungs. The big drefty building

in wiicn the perspiring worimsen uset stand for hours et

a time extrsct their toll in impzired efficieﬁcy. It is
\true that heslth authoiities and factory owners in the
larger cities have done a grezt desl 0 relieve the den=-
ger to the workmen, but withkall-phe caere that is exerc-
iged g great numuer‘of men sre dropped}eech year from the
pay rolls by reasonu of sickness and industrisl accidents.
How tnese men Leing rendered uselegs to industry by rees-
on of their occupztionel disability’sweli the renks of
the unemyloyed.

A final cause of-unemployment arising f rom the work-

men himself ig old sge. (Tnis probably is the saddest ca-
se of 2ll. In this aze of. speed and'efficienéy there 1s

little or no room for &n old man. Just et a time. when
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he needs work most it is denied nim. He has spent most
of nis time probebly in the mills, &snd since gge has
deprived nim of much of his strength and stamnis there

is nothing>that he can db. He hazs pnrobsbvly lived & hand
to mouth existencé, end nére arriving af 0ld sge he finds
himself out of employment and with no.money saved egain-
st such &8 day. ﬁe mey have veen shiftless or his wages
may h&ve been insufficient, but the result in either cose
is just the s=zme, Another man is unemployed snd z new
"burden is plzced upon societye.

The next cause of unemploymeni which we must consid;
er is that wilch is know as "sessonal unemployment."” In
practicaliy every occupetion there aré'periods of slack,
Iy tnis we mesn periods wnen therecis little of no workf
to be'doﬁe. The ~usy period in the huiiding industry is
- during the sprin. and summer months{ In this industry,
in most places there is & greet deél of work to he done
in & very limived time because ﬁneh'the'COLd weather
)sets in it is sgluost impossible fo-carry on construction
work. In lscge cities, waere skyscrapers srce beihg built
mechanical means sre used HO Overcoms tne effects oi tie

cold. But in the smeller buildings the industry is et s

T




stendstill., Taus grest numbers of skilled labouring
men.fiﬁd themselves out of emplogment. It is true
tnet men engeged in this industry are well paid, bvut
since tuere le s0 much idleness during tnils long.per—
iod of slzsck we find tnat tne yeerly wazge i1s not so
lerse ss one, =t first signht would expect.

Tre agricultﬁral industry suifers the szme compl-
aint. In our Censgdian west the chief grain reised is
wneat.  Toe grouha ié plougned in the spring =nd the
Zrain is »nlanted., .en taere is a perio& cf little or
no work wnicn lasts up to the middle of July or the
first of Aveust. Tne nsrvesting begine witn tne reap-
ihg bi tne graié, darvesting and tnres;ing are Loth
vdone vy tone middle of October. Tnen from the beginging
of Novemier to tie middle of april tﬁere.is little or
no work. Kow tné fect to note is tnet & grest numver of
men are required for the harvesting ope ations, wnich
worZ lasts for soout two end one half months. After th-
is.period tnér is no worx and the’ind'sfry cennot supp-
ort taese idle men. Tney must go éest to‘swell; again‘
the renks oi tne unemployed. Tnis is very noticesule in
a middle western city like Detroit. ﬁarvasting operations

begin, in the south west agriculturel regions, sboul the
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middle of June.  Ey tine middle of July tae aarvest
nends, huving completed thnelr work, find tnemselves out
of employment. The netursl tring for tnem to do is to
drift towards Detroit waich of course is 2 great indus-.
triel céntre. Phe result is tnet August end September
ere montng.wnen tae supply of lshour exceeds the dem-
snds of industiry. T[nese unfortunste men reme2in in the
city antil their mesns are exhsusied and then not nav-
ing found a job, wita tne prospect of a severe winter
'aheed of t:.en, they turn southward to take up their a-
Lode in the mild clim te of some southern city. This
causes the centre of unemployment to shift southward
while the employment pesk rises in tne_north.

Tne fOllOWLﬂk tal:le of seasonsl unemploy ;ment nas
been suppliea by Beveridge in his book

‘ "Unemployment." ;
Puilding trades: S0 ver cent more uncmolo"uont duﬂlng

the slackest month, December, taen
tne buéiest, Aﬁgﬁst.

Purnisnings: Tnree and one third timeses much un-
enployment during the slaqkest month
Januery, 2¢ during tne ous est, Anril.

Machinists: Pifty per cent more unemployment during

TOTETITIYE




‘given more to agriculture. e hsve not the variations of

“tropicel. DBeing an sgricultural people, with a fairly

e msTETR
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the slzckest month, December, then

v
during the vusiest, lay.

Printers: Twice a8 much unemployment during the
sleckest, August, as during the bus-
iest month, lovember.

furniss supplies some statistics for tne United St-
ates. He says the averasge unemvnloyment in iiarch is sev-
enty five per cent higher tnen in September, In llessach-
usetts the aversge of unemployment in Marcéh is eighty
per cent aigzher tasn in September. "For the éountry as a
whole" ‘'says he, "relishle studies indicate a tbtal un-
employment during the worsf month of one and one nelf mil-
lions in excess of tast of the best monta,."

It is pro@able trat ous own contry w;uld revesl fig-
ures of & similer nsture. Cn =ccount of ciimstic condit-
ions our percentage with regsrd to the total population
mightieven be nigher. In the first plece‘we heve not the

lerge industriel centres of the United Stetes, Lut are

climate, tihet one Tinds in the Ststes. +<he Nortinern st-
ates have aLout tne ssme climete as Canads, wnile the sou-

tuern and southwestern are very mild being almost semi-

+
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long.sevére winter, it is gquite evident tnst industry
will slabken during this period.

Of couvse, 2 grest numker of our young men sre em-
bloyed in tne woods during thne winter montns. Tnis'
would teske up some of the men freed from the farm labour
but, like the worz in tre narvest fields, it requires
nerdy men. Labourers wao might do well in other brancaes
of worz might prove & Failure nere. Tt Seems en evident
fsct toet many of the timcer men remsin idle 211 summer,
welting for the winter when they agein mey Letaeke tnemsel-
ves to tne woods,

Bevcridge gives an interesting examnle of tnis phen-
omenon. "At London docks, for instence, tea comes in st
one seacon ol tae year, ti.ier at another, snd fruit st
gnotaer asccording to tane climete. 'ne net result is to
megke tne genersl level of emvloyment hicher in the months
sbout Christmss and sgain in July tasn it is in the early
Spring 6r in August or September. Tut with this goes g
fluctation dependent upon the customary dates of the wool
sales for which lerge nasses of 2dditional lstour ére.re-
quired. Sometimes, again, as in conspicuvusly the case
with fluctustions of dock employment the élimate to be

considered is not tuat of the United Hingdon, but tnat of

.
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the country waience tae géods come, "

Cn the whole tnis seems a very serious csuse of un-
mployment. It is not simply & locsl condition iut ra-
ther one thet is wide spreed. Every part of trne country
snd esch trade seems to be affected by it. Foit its ser-
_iousness lies in the fect that it appesrs to be & condli-

tion due to tne nstural climetic cnsuges of the worlda.
If tois is true it will se pretty herd to do much to re-
medy t0 evil since climste is beyond the sgency of humsn
control.

inother fsctor w.ich certaeinly disturte the economic
pesce of tne world is war. Previous to august 1914 the
world nsd enjbyed a long era of peace, . Por glmost & hun-
dred years the:ewas no greet loss suffered tarough tie
ravages of war. It is true thnat sad effects followed the
Crimean zr, tLhe American Civil War the Franco-Prussian
#Hler and tae 3oer Wer. However, the numver of nations en-
géged in these wurS was few, gnd tne field of operstions
wvas ,uite limited. But the World Har of 1914~-18 affect-
ing all the first class powers of the world caused so
much injury to the sconvmic structure of the world thnat
tne: damasge 1s not yet repsired.

Tne neculiac feature g.out tonis trounle is that for

“
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g time it inc-eeses employment snd the difficulty is to
find sufficient nelnm to do tnevreqaire& work. (e mignt
take the case of the lsst war gs an exsmple. No actual
fignting was done either in. tne United Stateé or in Can-
ada, wul they becsme involved in tne strugsgle. 4t first

2 great number of Casnsdiens enlisted freely snd went to

tae sest of war in ¥rsnce snd Western Europe. As time went
on,'and the allied powers found their men power Leing ser-
iously depleted word ceme for more mens Not realizing the

necessity of aid, or not cering to snffer the tmvrdships

of war few snswered the cnll. Jongcriziion eing the ne-
vt resort ib wes anplisd e2nd 8 num er of men were Tooue
into the service, Whether this exireme Jmeasure waw lec-
usguby coosven oise s questicnatle, Tl the fuot rem-

ains thet & great numper of men were tsken out of tne co-
uﬁtry and as a result inddstry suffered., Tine unifortunate
feet was that in the lveginning, &8s in every other war,
only the physically it were eccepted whnile under conve-
ription the best that were le it had to take up zrms., Jor
a counfry to lose tane flower of her manhood is & serious
problem and the effects sre bound to endure for 8 lony
time,

A wnile ago we said that ours country was agricult-

]
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ural% Now the success of sgriculture depends a good
deal upon thg amount of work nut on the ground., For
a wnile under-worked ground will produce fair crops,
but in the end the bad effects of this are pound to ma-
ke tnemselves felt.' vuring toe war women took to tne
fields, snd altnougn they claimed paat toey could do es
efficient work as the men, the fgct of tne metter is th-
ey could nov and the result was thatrthe?lend was im-
properly worgé’. The comnsequence wes that & greet am-
ount of land went out of cultivetion vecause ol this la-
ck of strong well trzined men wio were rejuired for this
difficuit kind of lsuvour. In this way less food was pr-
oduced end the prices went uﬁ wnicn, under the circum-
stances, slways produces suffering,.

Cn the otaer 2snd ou’ industrial norld underwent en
unnaturel growta, rsctories w.icn under ordinery circum-~
stances wexre used in the menufscture of veuce time mech-

~

inery, were c¢nsnged to take care of tine so-cglled war con-

[

ﬁrauts. Great guentities of snells were rejuired for the
war and tnese old fectories spent ell fheir time in try-
in: to fulfil. these new orders. Not only thet, but

new fectorles sprang up over nignt end iﬁaa week often

2 new town wss mede. This tsg moce true of the Stsies

4
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than of Cenéda, but we too, suffered from tuis unnetural
growth brought avout by the wer. ‘Tous, the whole course
of industry wae changed and most of the peace tim¢ machn-
inery was scrapped €O meke room Tor the needs of war.

Phe s:me toing happened in otiher lines of industry. We.
had a lerge numper of fectories wnici cured vegetables
=14 meats for our own gnd foreign consumption; But the
demends msde upon them were 80 grest that their caepacity
was texed, end meny rew 0nes a2G to bhe erected et grest
expense. Tney were used in‘putting up food for the sol-
diers and since their reguirements wers strictly limited
tc tois particuler ind of worxk tneir demsnde for raw
meteriel completely changed the agriculturél situstion,.
Thus, for exemple, tnere was & grest demand foi heauns,

as tney~su§plied a nouriéhing food for the soldiers. The
cry was for Eeans and more besns. Jhe result was that
farm after farm, even in districts where they would not
“be a very éuccessful crop, was tufﬂed into the production
of beens, wiile the production o{ other kinds of produce
wae cut wown. ‘Lhe demend wess for food =tuffs, ahd be-
cause of ine peculiag nztue-e of these crops the lend suf-
fered more tnan was evident at first. liuch of our land

in Ontsrio end iJuelec reguires & rotation of crops, wat
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under tne pressure of war demasnds this rotation wes im-
possitle. |

However, one might‘be inclined to taink wnezt this
vtremendous growth in industry would he & good thing for
the country st large, end tnat tne wer was a blessing in
disgﬁise. Indéed, if the period hetween the opening end
the closing of the war were fhe only one to he éonsider-
ed tnis mighﬁ be the proper view; but & study of thne yesrs
following its close would bring disillusionment. This
unnatursl growth in the economic LOAY of the ccuntry was
SOmething like en unnstursl growth in tne humaﬁ organism.
4 cancerous growtn is bad Ior the hody,'causing a greet
degl of suffering end even desth if it is not removed.
411 of waich ceuses much psin end inconvenience. 1T en
operstion hes to be perfofmed in order’ﬁo restore health,
the vitelity of the patient will be tazed to the limit.
Now tiis return of the world to its normel pre-war con-
dition nes been e long hard .rial snd this normal condi-
tion ggs not bLeen yet effected. Today, industry is still
éuffering from its wef wdunds and this'suffering is redf=-
lected in the grest numbers of unemployed.

Jhen tane wer operations suddenly stopped:on thst

memor-ble dsy in November 1918 it found millions of men




concentrated on the battle fields of Zurope end isia.
Tne wasr being over it wes necessary that these men be
returned {rom the sphere of militery affairs to the

world of trade end commerce. Now tnis cnange :8s not so
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egsy to sccomplisin gs 1t would sppeer 8t ficst signt.

Tnese men, ;ftef spending four nerve-wrecIing yesrs on the
"battle-fields, were not prepared for thne guiet simple
life of gn industrisl wofker. They nad Leen intoxiecsted
by trhe excitement 0f tnese eﬁciting years, znd they -found
it well nigh impogsiiule to settle down to tne ordinasry
mode of living. Again, after spe.;ding so0 loung' s time in
the ranxs, wnére they were little more then pswns in a
great game of death, they loSt toe gnack of teking care
of themselves., During those yeers military discipline
demsnded s ulind obedience, whnere indeed, to :uestion an
order, no natter wast one might tnink of it, would mean
sever punismment. .After.living - 1ife of itnis kind, wh-
ere inifiative wag frowned unon end wnere every need was
looked z2fter by a superior officer, it is juite evident,
tnet & men tnrown on ais own reééurces in the commercial
and industrial world, would find tne goinigpretty diff-
ieult. ‘fnus it heppened tnat those who wéra able ©o wo=-

rk, even 1f they could get.s job, were unable to nold it

.
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or if they could hold it their pre-war efficiency was
greéﬁly lessened.

Again, many a nelpless cripple returned frem Zurope.
He could no longer tgke nis place in tie industrizl wo-
rld on account o0f nis disability and his up-xeep must
be cnarged to society. 1t does not meﬁter wnether tiis
up~keep is supplied at government expense or at the nands
of canasritsuvle institutions, society in the persons of the
working peosle, nss to psy the bill. This means = big
lo2d upon the country waich is heginninsg to Lecome zce-
ustomed to sufferings and the sad part of the picture is,
tiaat a géneral tendency to disreg:rd the sufferings of
otners is being bred. It makes itself evident in the
treatment of tine unfortunate men wno :eve their best th-
g% tnis same indifferent country mighth;ive.

Anotoer griévence is tnat wpen the coldiers returned
toey found conditions grestly chunged. #hen they left

fine promises vwere made to tnem, snd tney t:iought that on

their returnythey would he recelved : ... .. with open

grms. As is often the cese, pr mises mede under the str-
ess of sucn circumstances do not smount to much. ‘Thus, |
meny & mzh returned to nig old employer t0 seex nis for-

mer position, only to £ind that his old position no long=-

.




38.

er existed or tnat someone else ned it. Men who rem-
gined st aome, 1o matter wnst tneir reasons might be, we-
re subjected to vdtter criticism.and had feeling resul-
ted.

In additioh Lo kbirese cases a worse one was in store.
Wit tae close of tiue wir, war industries came to an end.
There wss no move demend for w. r suppliés #n¢ these fact-
ories woich directed their energies in tais adirection, on
gccount of the loss of their msrket, had to close their
doors. This, of course, left thoussnds of people  job~-
less. During those yesrs of intense war activity every-
one wno could work wes drzfted into the industries wh-
icn remained in operstion., They received good pey, end
developed tasstes that were those of tne wer period. Now,

their sufferings were intense. This gregt body

0f men and women joined to the nwuber returned from the
war left & problem of unemployment that wss almost st-
aggering to those wao hadwéeek its solution.

The return of industry to bre-wsr normal conditions
is in itself almost sn dmpossibility. It tskes years
to develop 2 field to produce the raw materials of ind-
ustry znd it takes an equslly lons time t5 develop suit-

eble merkxets. When the grest wer broke out, industry wes

4
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in a .fairly neglihy condition; prices we e good the mar-
kéts, botn domestic and foreign, were sble to ébsorb the
products of the country. But, with the wey 811 t:iis wss
changed. Cur market with the Central powers wss wiped
out over night znd the Allied Netions did not cere for
our pesce time products. Lut if these markets did sur-
vive we could not heve neld them since egll our energzies
were turned to war production,

But now that tne waer is over tinese mafkets do not
autometically révive and we are finding it difficult to

find others to teke their places. There has heen so mu-

ch west and destruction that these nstions are impoverished,

and elthough they are in diré need of cur zoods, tney . re
unszble to buy them. Lloney in these countries is very sc-
arce =nd what little they nsve hes to hé used in the psy-
ment of the nauge war indemnity livied by the victorious
nations. ‘The result is tiet most of our fuctories are
c;osed znd our unemployment probleh'is more ecute.

| R iné;éaﬁc i tne nationsgl debt of & country res-—
ulting froem a wer seriously interferes with its dind-
ustries. It does not matter whetner the country wins or
loses this interference is aslweys present, Nations zre

.

s0 linked togetner by trade btics ihut a disturlbance in
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the commercial sctivity of .ne country seriously inter-
feres witn trade of tze others. Low tne-éreater tne

W the greater will We this interference. It took Pr-
ance e long time to recover from the effocts of the TFran-

gnd it was yesrs before the costs ot the

[‘d

co-Prussian War,

Americen Civil Y“sr were met by thnat country. & etudy of

3

tize Tabulous figures of tne debt of ¥rasnce snd Gernany

réaulting from tie late wer would cOnvinceé one thst it

will e a long time vefore tne effects of tuie grest wer
are coﬁyletely_elizinated.

Industry suffers not oniy Guring the period of tne
wer but its sufferings sre incecasad during the yégrs
tnet follow. Tne nationzl debt snd the interect upon
it nave to e taken out of industry, gnd tnistbﬁey, that
snould. e used for economiec expansion, mist Le used in
tire payment of 2 debt from wiich no aspnarentigocd is to
be aerived. in editorial from the Dotroit ¥ree Press of
ﬂecem@er l92m‘dealing witn tvuals subject puts it in 2 pr-
etty fair lignt. The editorisl entitled,"Ihe Price of
Cenada's Glory" is given in full:

"Tne arnnouncsment from Ottswe that since laét april
tae nstionsl debt of Canede hss Teen reduéed by neasrly

$100,000,000 is & reminder of *%ie tremendous finencial
Y ‘

’ 4
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burden imposed u o:n the Usminion of Canada hy its part-
iciﬁafion in the Jorld wer. oen Conade went into the
war in 1914 its net debt was rougaly B333,000,000. -
en it csme out in 1918 tais lo=d had incressed to 51,191,

& reacned in 1923 when itne net devt

AI%

000,000. The pesk wes
of tne Dominion stood at $2,453,000,000., Since taen it
nas teen somewhat reduced. Cn Sentemuer 30 of Liis year
it was given as 32,223,000, 000,

The znnusl interest cherge on taost sum is s Heavy
drain on the in¢ome of & nstion of les inan 15,000,000
people. inet Csnedisns otherwise might be s pending on
econoﬁic gxXpansion tney must psy on their national debt.,
Tols reterds wusiness and keeps texes 2t & level thet
interferes w.th the inmmigrstion tiast the Dominion so had-
1y rneeds. As the debt is reduczed tuéée,obstacies to
rapid progress will be diminished; znd to the desirabi~
lity of reducin; their pub;ic debt as fest as possible,
Carnada’s ministers apvear to be taoroug: v elive, he
glx hundred tnoﬁsand men put in uniform between 1914 and
1918 establisned en imperisnable reéord fof Canadian ar-
mse The men responsitble for nandlingy the financiel as-
pect of tne price Caneds peid for the zlody thset ceme to

it on tne tattlefield zre esteblishing.snother record

.
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tnat is in its way equally creditasble to the Dom-
inion."

In 2 time of wsr people lose their neads, 2% it were,
Pnings scem to get oﬁt of perspective and citizens, seiz-
e¢d by the hysteris prevalent st the season, commit acts
wnich it tekes yeesrs to rignt. Sovernments act li&ewise
and if & citizen dares to criticizs tnem te 1is howled
down as ah enemny witain the csmp. Hany an gconomic sin
is covered with the strange closk of Patriotism, At &
time like tnis wnen the government should be most cere-
ful, it ié generally mosd reckless. ILioney and even men
mesn notaing and they are s:zcrificed witnout a tuought.
after the var is over, shen the peo :le have recovered
from.their frenzyyand neve begun to think straiznt, tn-
ey generally turn the war gov ernment out of office.

Eut tne damage has bveen donc snd the coqntry‘s egconomic
welfsre nas Leen injured beyond repéir.

"hus no metter wnet wey one views it wer, is 2 bad
thing for a country. It wastes its raw meterial thet
could and would ne used in legitimate industry; it de-
prives 1t of its man‘power ond it disrupts the ordinsry
channels of commeréisl intercourse. In;additlon to

these .vad effects war lesves in its wake 2 long period

-
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of unemployment wnich is even more dis&sterous to the
country tnsn the war itself,

We =sald a chort while ago that industiry was found-
ed, in psrt, upon wealth, How, moet economists nold th-
Cat wealtn\comes primarily from Ghe ground. The prine-.
ipal.method Tty which tais wealth is produced is through
ggriculture, -If, tnen ggriculture is not in. e heslihy
condition weslth will not be p}oduced, and ‘industry, be~
ing injured, meny men will be thrown out of employment.

;t the: present - jime, agriculture bhoth in Censde
and in tne‘Jnited States, 1g in an unhcalthystate. Acc-
ording to tne Statistics published by the American éep-
artment of lshour thousénds of farms heve heen deserted
during the past years. Canade nas suffered in'ﬁhe szme
way‘during the uears followins the close of the war.

One nas but to drive through rursl Ontarcio to become im-
pressed with tne sad fact tnet cometning is wrong with
egricultﬁre.. House szftes house along the highways lies
vecant, and fields tast once produced grest quantities
of foodstuff for botn nome and foreign oonsumptioh are
now idle, sand unproductive,

Cn the surface the touble seems simple enought.

Parm help is scarce. Prices for farm produce are too
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low and t ne things the fermer has ©O buy zre too dear.
In other words the cost of production is too higzn wnen
compared with the returns tne Tarmer reoceives for his
produce, The result is tnad tne farmer, seeing nlm-

g to
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self feseéin finsnciasl ruill selle 21s land =nd zo
the city wnece ne is likely to a%gfavate t he employ-
ment problem.

But tne aifficulty is not so simple as it would
eppear'at first glance. <LThe causes é:e so intricate
end the effects sre so far rescning thet if 2 s olution
is notv soon found our commercisl diszster is prectically
certain. In general‘view of tne comimerédial question we
found that one nation is dependent unon another, <he
same holds true in industry. One industry depends upon
another snd waen one feilg the others sre bound to suff-
er. f(hus, since egriculture is & Tasic industry it is
quite evident thst when it fsils the Other deonendent in-
dustries sre likely to collapse along with it.

Loéﬁing at the differentiprovlems of the faormer we
find tnat nis fircst difficulty 1is 2 laboﬁr shortage.
Some clain thedt it is an imézined ill, but the fact re-
mains tnst it is a stern reality. sor the l.ck of sk-

illed help thoussnd of good farmers nheve heen. forced to

.
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abahdon their ferms, wnile tcose, who nave continued
to work theirs, find their returns sedly rcduced. It
is tne ssme prcblem tinat fesces the factory owner, only
the difficulty in this case ie harder to remedy. lien
compe tent to néndle farm mechinery, to cultivate the
fields, end to mensge velusble stoc4 sre gery hard to
dind. It is true there is plenty of help %o be had,
but, not tne kind the good fzrmer reyuired for his ex-

sctling work.

=1

That there is a grezt demand for this skilled lab-
our is guite evident. <The fsrmer is continuaily loqk-
ing for tnis type of help and the demand is alwsys gr-
ester then tne supply. This peculiaﬁ demsnd for skil-
led laitour is cnerecterized by tne maaerous ans ex-
seting requirements accoraing to the vafying seasons
and different climatic conditions of the country. In
gome places s man sikilled only in ona brancn of egri-
is needed, L
culture. In other districts 8 skilled worimsn with an
éltdgetner different inc. ledge is required, nat makes
the probleﬁ all, the more difficult is tast in the same
stute or province conditions awve such tnzt in certain
well defined districts one kind of skilled lebour is de-
manded, winile in & district bordering on it an entirely

different kind is required.
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A brief stud; of Circular 193 issued by the Cal-

ifornis College of agriculture indicstes the gravity

(=)

of tois prob;em, the various needs of skilled lsiour on
the farm. 'The following guotgtion from tais peper gives
us &n ideg of its gensral tenor:

"Californie sgriculture is highly specislized, ea-
ch fermer confining himself to some one crop or prod-
uet, @s dairying, fruit, sugser beets, poultry, grain or
nay, snd, he tnerefqre,'requices 2 type of lzbout eble
to do the particulesr <ind of work necessary 1O success-
ful producfion in ais particular imdustry;*¥""

A dairyman wants men all the year round wno are
eble 8nd willing to te on nehd twice 2 -dsy &t twelve
hour intervals,'milk twenty or thirty cows, and possihly
clesn out the nilking sheds, end feed in the barns. an
glfalfs hay producer wants husky men from April 15 to
Hovember 1, wno cen nendle teems in mowin: and raking,
lend & nend et colling, hauling, and stacxzing, and irr-
igate between cuttings. A grain grower rejuires men for
a more or legs definite period during tane fall end reiny
season to care for und to drive eight or ten mules in
plougning end herrowihg. He ~then nas anhinterval wiﬁh

no work until the nay or grain harvest starte, the

.
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lest of May.or Iirst of June. lIf nsrvosting is dons

by contract, the grower's interest in thé lzboutr ceas-
es with the hsuling of the crop end itne safe delivery to
the cer or warenouse,., The fruit grower needs addition-
a2l help for any work ne cannot 4o nimself. On small

<

‘zereages tnis mesns extra help only gt nervest to g&-

ther the fruit, and to prepsre it for ssle of for dryinge.
The men operating exiensive gcreegges of fruit does lit-
tle more work then supervise the worx, sgnd in addition
to nervest hends needs men to prune, spray, cultivate,
and irrigate. Aven emong tne fruit men a difference
exists in the kind of l.bour w.icn canbe used, #or
picking up prunes or walnuts any kind of ls bour may he
used end so school childrey Indians, end whole- families
of unskilled enﬁ'inexperieHCGd people are found to be
satisfactory. or piecking pears or apples, OT peaches,
to bLe prepared for snipment only experienéeﬁ,or 8Ki1ll-
ed nelp 1is profitable. Spraying can ve done wita ény
good worker bhut pruning demands men wno_ﬁnderstand the
princiblGSninvolVed"iirriguting demands'men who under-
etand 20w to apply water properly; it caznnot e aone

to advantage by inexperienced nands. The poultry man

wents help tast understands poultry feeding, sanitat-

-
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ion,_b?eeding’and vreparation of poultry and pouliry
prdducts for morkzeting. Tnis work consists of much
detail and requi"eé a2 msn wno not only can do the

work, but wao is juiet énd gentle with the fowls, The
sugarieet growers require men shle i¢ do tae nzrd, mon—-
otonous, back-breaking work of tainning the growing pl-
gnts, end pulling end topsing tne mature crop to0 prep-
are ;t for snipment.

All teis sgaows what a grest veriety of men is nee-
ded upon ouf_farms. Californiz sgriculture zs it st-
ands today'represents the cosmopolitan effort of rep-
resentitives of mzny nations, so many in fact that to
list them would include almost all that nave exper-—
’ienced mach emi-ration. Chnina, Frence, Germsny, Indie,
Ite;y, Japan, liexico, Portugsl, Hussie, -Sweden, snd on
sround tne globe,"

Practically the same"vsriety of men" is needed in
Onterio, In the southwest we heed‘tbbaceo.men and beetb
Erowers. In tne western pert general or nixed foerming
oLtains. end here will be required skilled:imen with a
varied Knowledgé of msny brancnes of agriculture. In
the central snd esstern parts s knowledgd of deirying

ig reyquired wiulile a knowledge of smell {ruilt end vege-

-
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agriculture reguires meny skilled workmen equipped with
varied etteinments, This meed of skilled workmen will
~explain wny so meny men sre idle in our lusrge clties
‘while the fermers ere calling for nelp. It is unskilled
lebodr end csnnoi satisfy the farmer's demands.

Taking tnis into consideretion it is cvident that
tie cost of producpion on tue ferm is very high, in fa-
ct too nigh., When the fsrmer deducts tze cost of pro-
duction frum ais selling pricc he finds tnet his profits

are very smell, especislly wzen he considers tie amount

£

of c¢epital invested. When the ordinsry fermer pays nis
hervesting end threshing nelp; and nis texes, w icn are by
the way exorbitent ne generally nass good reason to feel

discourgged. Iiow tais lzck of returns would e bad

enougzh if it affected tne farmer alone but tae fsct is

[69]

that it is doubly bad because.it hurts tne towns snd
cities ss well. 1In the zeneral éourse of events the
farmers ebsorb much of tile products of our factories,
wnetner tnese products he farm macninery, or artiecles
tnaf mignt be placed in tne luxury class; If the far-

mer cennot efford trnese if he nse to make his worn out

4
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mec::inery run & few years longer, or if ne ngs 10 deny
nimseldf ﬁne little necessities of life thaet some peonle
Acaliwluxuriés, shen tne menufocturer findse tnat nhe as
no merkxet for nis products. The result is tiiat fact-
ories will cloée and toousands of workmen are thrown out
of employament. These men, heing 6ut of work, must cur-
tail their expenditures. ‘hey no longer cen buy the ch-
0lce cuts of meat snd t.is results in the butcher suf-
fering; their grocery pufchsses drop and the mercaant
suffers; and not asving tne money to pay ior new clotaes,
they wesr fheir old ones and tais birings disaéfer to

tie teilor.

This unfortun.te condition acts like @ two~edged
sword. It hurts both ways, destfoying two markets. <Ihe
farmer loses his and tae nmenufacturer finds his gone,

It indicstes tne dependence of nne industry upon snother
and the strange p rt.of it is tnat the interecsted part-
ies seem to be unaware bf tne phenbﬁenon.‘ “ne farmer
tninks tne towns pceople are ﬁrying_to rob aim end they

in turn tnink he is determined on driving s nsrd bter-
géin. Buﬁ the sooner each party realizes his dependence
upon tne otner iLhe sooner Mmuy e expectié solution of

their mutual troubles.
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ie nuve elresdy seen tnat on eccount of poor fin-
anciél returns meny fermers nsve nsd o leave taeir
ferms, end go to tae towns snd cities. 2ut tais darifs
t0 the ftowns of farmers end would-be farmers may be
founded upon zunotner reason, <Lhe young boy, who is th-
inking of als future, is rather discouraged wihen ne
views ferm life, ¢s it is lived today. The farmer, es-
pecially on tane small farm, ig pfetty well isolsted from
zis fellos men. +he nours of lasbour sce iong, hegiﬁning
¢t or before sunrise snd contiming till long after dark.
Then zfter @ nurd dey in the fields ne returns.to face
the evening work sroﬁnd the bern. Cows have to be milked
hogs fed, horses to be etterded and 2 nhundred and one
littie jobs eacnlone of walcn exacts 1ts speciel ettent-
‘ion. When tne boy éontraéts tnis with ﬁbe gight nour dey
of tne fa:tory worker, ~itn Seturday afternoons oif, he
is inclined to find tbe farm idea irksome. Again, when
he looks at the Jage side ol tihe questfbn his mind is al-
réady msde up for nim. rTne woges of a skilled ls bourer,
whetuef it.ne in & "actory or in an oifice, sre much hi=
gnerlthan tﬁe farmer can offer. Yhus becoming discont-
erited witix ais lot in 1ife the country bvoy turns to-

words tne city waere very often Lig position w11l be wo-




rse tagn it would have been had ne remained upon'nis
farm. Two evils result. First egriculture suffers
because it 1s losing & hend waich in time would he s
grest help., The fzct thst & worker mey come from the
city to teke his place does not even up metters. Ag-
riculture is a science and connot we learned in =g day.
Indeed, a nhesltay Eoy of sixteen reised upon a farm is
more.velusble to the fermer than & full grown men lsck-
, 5
ing tnis eXperience. On the otner nand the town suffers.
In the keen competition for job's there is &nother com-
égtitor edded, &nd he lessens Ly one the chsnces 0f the
Otners obtelning & job. Inother words, he adds one more
neme to tine slresdy long list of unemvloyed.,

The same holds true witn female help. . Girls snd
young women f£lock from the farms to the -city. <+hey, like
their brotaners, crave shorter'nours, better pay, more S0~
cizl life and excitement., <They see p0st of these trings

tonicd .
themselves and tneir sisters, so they leasve, expecting
teat the ceity will satisy tnreir desires. .Their help is
needed upon the farm, but they =re unwilling to remaih
and sﬁffer the conditions that preveil there. Jhen they
'leave tney .soon see the folly of their réasoning butvit

is too late then to repair tae-dzmege.- Besides the work

4
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tnat is left undone, taere is another sad featﬁre of this
©,0 .. :omigration of the women to the cities. City girls
will not merry fermers or at lesst they zre unwilling

to take up their sbode upon the ferm, znd the results

of t:is procedure are only to well Knowﬁ. ‘The country

ije filled witn bachelors who snould or would ue married
if tae occaéion offered itself. 3Besides the nelp lost
the pqpulation does not increase ag it should, esnd the
result is thet more land goes out of culiivetion, less
food is produced, fewer articles ¢re purcnssed, snd mo-
re hérdsniﬁ end~unem@loymeﬁt prevail.

?his tendency, aowever, $o drift to the towns is
not scmetning new. Lien hsve slweys sought zfter no elty
snd generally the otner man's job exerted a strang fas-
cinztion. after the plégue in Znglsnd. the Statutes of
Lspbourers was & political expedient to dind labourers to
the land. Obtier nations st fixed time uave sttempte.d
similar legislation but it remained for tne present It-
glien government to enforce such lasws with some apparent
success. To le-ve tne country snd settle down in tie
city requires a permit and tkis . is not easily obtained.
The result willbe that young people will rem:in on the

land and unemployment in the cities will he eased. Wh~

¢




54.

'et;e? tnis legislstion will effect its purpose or not
remains tc be scen.

A great deal of unemployment in é country often re-
sults frum trne applicetion of certein trasde laws, In
sone countfies.some products are prdduced more cneaply
then ir others. .Thgy sre produced in great gquentities
end thus there is generelly mo-e than csn he consumned

4y the home msrket., In a csse of this kind the produ-

of

.

cers muw' f£ind & foreign market., To compete with the
nome products in & foreign mesrket it is fre:uently nec-
essary tc undersell that market, otherwise trne imports
will not beeg old. In othner words, either the price

‘hzs to Le lower thsn the nome »roduct or the goods nust
excel if in quselity. In Cansds we nave s few cxamples
of tais very tning., In Essex county of Ountsrio the tr-
oul:-le’ presents itself in s very glaring form, espec-‘
iaslly inregsrd 10 the vegetable msrkets. Southern
onion and tomatoes meture much more ‘yuicklyythan our
egly Cansdian kinds. Gre:t quantities of these early
vegetatles are saipped north to trne great cities in the
industrizl belt. Afte: this market nes leen supplied the
‘residue of thnese products is dumped on tne Cenadian mar-

ket. Lven if it is s01d 2t little more thnan the cost

4
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of freizht trhere is & profit for tae producer hecause
if it were not s0ld rare 2% would e an vhisr loss,
Pne effects of tnis procedure sre yuite obvious. Dur-

ing the winter tne Canadisn m.rket gardener works nard

but when the time arrives to put kis product on tae

2]

merket, waic: is . enerally during Herch, April snd liay,
he finds the noped-~for market glutted with tais ciheap
American>produce. If he tries to compete witn it ne is
undersold iecsuse, ez we stated 2 ove, tne jimericsn sn-
ipper is willing to aell‘at g price walcin is 11lttle sb-
ove, tne adericus shipplog costs. Trade lews.w ich
0sve permitted tais neve precticsll; ruined the early
gerdeners of unis county. Yhe Americans have protected
tieir producers sgainst such conditions Ly the- Lipos-
ition of & nezvy duty and speciél custom lsglisletion.
In thé wesnufsoturing industry we find g bout tne
csame staste of talngs Quantity procuction hss lessened
the cost of production in the Americsn fecior. . In Zu-
rope since leziour is ciespeo they, too, can produce th-
eir goode much more cheeply than fhe Canédi&n menufacturgr.
Phney could flood our Canadiah markets with their cheep
products 2nu thus ruin Censdien industries. If suffic-

ient duty is not imposed unon foreign goods a inome mar-

ket and home indusiries can ¢ destroyed in = very short
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space 0of time. If lesbour ir pientiful znd chesp, with

grest quantities of rew materisls close st .cnd, toe st-
e :

age 1is get Zor s strugzle, .nd the doom of the smsller
country witn ité flgre productisn costs is zlmost certsin.
Its only salvaetion is a protective duty.

Cansdian agriculture foces tne - ame dan-er, but in
g more uzyprsveted form. +ne Censdisn farmer, who nas
produce reedy for merket, cannot manipulate that msrket.
dhen pis gocd ere riady he, Ly force of circumstsuces,
has to sell. fous, wnen he nas 2 number of nogs resdy
for ssle he connot weit for & suitelle market
must sell &t t ne prevailing prices, or e would los
everytning in the extra costs entsiled in feeding over
a longer period. If the market is low.on zccount of
-foreign produce ne will He ruined, Our hutter snd 2zg
nsrket is endangered st the present time by tais flood
of foreign-produce. foreign butter and eggs are being

sold in ours ... murkKetg 10 the detriment of the nome pr-

ducts. ‘these iluports being produced in countries where

o]

the co sts of production sre lower then onrs they can
under sell our producérs,——evem tnose wino sell cold st-
.orage goode, 1The result will be thet next swamer pric-
es in these commodities will "ve so low that our Cunadian

+
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industry will be seriously injured. If our cold ut-
orzge products sre not ecolg during toe wiater montns 8

surplue will bve 1

[

it over, =nd less will be required
for storsge purposss next suﬂmer. Juring the vres-
ent week of January ¢sg producers &#nd Lutter men sre
filled witnh &vprehencion, snd they are meking a concer-
ted sttempt to neve their oligznt wrougnt to the att-
ention of tuose who ceused it, If thelr interests are
- 110t protecied by wise legislation we & re likely to lose
anotner indﬁstry wadceh once gave emnloyment tq nany men.
The question reverts to whst we ssid Lefore. If
ons industry suffers the others will feel the b sd effe-
cfs; Lecause taey sll vesr a certein reiation orie¢ to
the otner. faus if toe dsiry and poultry industries are
hurt tresde in tne towns will suffer, for their country
msrikets Will be wiped ouf. In this wey it ig seen tnet
trgde laws effuctﬁzhe industries of & country, and they
may be méde-injurious or wvcenefieisl according to the

wisdon or the lsck of wisdon of tne law-maxers., Thre

-~

americen milling industries ase protected szgainst the dan-

.e6r of & flood of Cangdisn wheat, ‘The north west part

of the States-liesvalong the. Cansdisn whest belt. nd it




Woula not cost the Cunadisn producer very . mucn to putv
nis product upon the Americen merxet. iut a stiff ter-
1ff on wheat entering the States protectst he ,american
grower from the threatened danger. The American prod-
ucer continually calls for protection egainst outside com-
petition snd nis government is not s£low to heed his ceye.
1t is to ve oped tnet our own law givers will use ean
gequel foresight in protecving our industries, woth in-
Tent snd edult, thus relping to solve our unenployment
problems.

Agaln, our nome labour nerket.suffers from en inf-
lux of certein kinds of cheap foreign lszbour. People
cominé from comntries where tae standafd of living is
much lower thern our own cerry these stendards with
tnem., Living more chegply than the netive born Csnazdlan,
they work for & lower wége, and taus they iring s Lout
tine unemployment ol our netive born pecple. An example
will make the point clear. Certein classés of people
come gere Lo work in taoe sugsr beet fields, In their
own country trey are éccustomed to long hours snd low
Pey. The women teke their plasces beside- the men and

toil loag weary unourse. . Hdere taey try to reproduce their
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Gdd nome conditions, placing their wives snd even

'smell children in the fields. School is neglected

snu tne moeny tnaet they mske, waiéh of course is ;u;te

g2 sum, is nof spent to tne sdvantzge of the country.
Indeed nmucia of it 1s seﬁt out of the coun  ry bhack to the
0old nomeland., These people cere notaing for our ideals,
whetnef they are considered in their politicel or socisl
gspect. ‘Scrnool or church mean nothing to them, 2nd the~
ey generslly sneer &t our prized institutions. In the
town they raln the unskilled lsiout market, snd in the
country they drive the native bLorn citizen from nis farm.
Tne west nas suffered equelly with the east in taisr e-
gard. Grest numihers of Chinese and Jaﬁsnese, with th-
eir loWered standards of living have'flooded the lab-
our market in western Cesnadsg end only for ccrtsin Zx-
clusion Laws both Canads znd United Stetes would he
over-run wita this labour. Selection, 2nd g very car-
eful seleétion, of peonle coming into the country will
solve this problem. i good desl of dsmage has e lready
i;een done and more Wiil result if tne utmost care is
not used.

‘ L oare
In gnalysing the causes of urenployment tinerve men=

s
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tioned some which, slthourin they contribute to the phen-
omenon, are not r sl causes. +‘he most noticesble one

of tnece is "The Lump 0f Labour” theory. Tzais thneory
meintains tost the smomnt of lsbour in the world is of
necessiﬁy limited. It is much like esn sddition problem.
Wnen 21l the figures sre =zdded tne sum totel is abtsined
end toere is not furthe:s problem, 20 when 211 tne work
is done tuerc is no more to do. The fellacy in the th-
eory arises from a lack of understanding tae di £fferent
questions involved in the theory. {he fact thiat men are
standing idle is no sign tnat sll the work haé been com-
pleted.> The easuse of the idleness is deeper then tnis.
It must be rememtered thet there never is a time wvhen
esmcn has 21l thet e desires. On th. other hand there
is nerdly ¢ time in tne jeaf uhen,,evén‘in many p ris

of the World, hany are not in graeve want snd could, if
tne opportunity were giﬁen,;bsorb’mpst of the products
of lzbour i ovher perts. In tne fece of this want

we sazll find, in msny pérts of the world,‘gre t quaent-~
ities of joods stored‘up, winich, if prooerly distrib-
uted, would relieve tnc grawe want of othef parts and.
sould.at tne same time supoly work to tioe idie of the

loceality winere the producing factory is situsted..
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.Agein, the theory is fautly because it only con-
siders production for sale. Take the cese of a fasctory
producing cenned vegetables. Here it is quite likely
that en over supply of proauce fills the s tock rooms,
There 1s no marxet, and the workmen of the factory are
imnediately tarown out of emvloyment. Now st this'very
same time tnese workers zre in greve need of this pro-
duct tnst lies in tae-tock rooms. We mignt go further.
Very often, while men sre worZing putting up tais ssme
food product their own families = re denied even s taste,

winen as & metter of fsct they might consume the grester

o]
¢
H
ct

of tne product., If en opportunity were efforded the

s bourer.to produce sometning for nis own use g good de-

LE

al of the over-stocs<ing, much nunger &nd distressing un-
employment would e svoided, TheAWOrkeT should Le giv~-
en an opportunity to do somesning for himself and the
opportunity could be given nim in slscX periods when

tne factory equipment is not runnihg at capescity.

At the present time it seems practicslly impossible
~0 over supply & merket. Peoples' needs are seemingly
.unlimited. “his point it pretty clearly -demonsirated
by the eutomobile inaustry. Ffor ag@reat.many‘years in-

spite of the "hsrd times" tne automohbile factories nave

s
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been Purning out an almost endless stream of maecnines.

In é&dition to tanis every town and city has msny lerge
merk: te for tihe sale of "used cars", and the turn over
nere is enormous. People need sutomoviles snd if en
opportunity we.,e afforded escn would neve one. ADDP-
grently tne grecat question is to put & maciine vitnin reach
0of & men's pocked bhook snd he will Lwuy. Now that is what
tnis re-sale does. It mekes it possible for thée man of
limited mesns to buy e fairly good cusr ot s reassonsble
price, znd at the szme time it relieves the former owner
W10 m&y nave 10 neve g new car.

Trhe . fToilowing guotation from "time" of Decem:er will
give one an estimetion of the possibility of this merket
in cars:

"Cn Decemver 31 there were in the United States 21,
630,000 passenger cars and 3,120,000 trucks. “hey con-
stituted 78 psr cent of phe world's sutomobiles,

During 1928 motor meke rs obligated themselves to
pay 785,000,000 taxes on the production of 4,044,000
cars and 586,000 trucks. Tane wholesale value of the osus
4es 3$2,630,500,000 end of the trucks 2};415,520,000."'
These figures indicate in,pasrt st leest the Fflew in the

"Lump of La.our Theory. On the wnole tae suprly can
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never meet toe demend, znd if conditions of supply snd
demend we e properly srranged tnere would elwsys te wo-
r, in fact more taosn enoug: for all.

Tnat the results of Lhis unemployment sre fHsr reach-
ing is common‘znowledge. One nas but to visit & district
that nes sufiferd from tne evil, to perceive its effectis,
Herds::ip 1s written on tne fsces of the underfed cnild-
ren, end it is deeply imprinted upon tre wrinkled brow of
perents, premeturely msde old torougn want. 1t csnnot
help but breed discontent &2nd the unemployed worker is
a 1it subjuct to ccecept tie false*doctrines oi the "Reds."
At the present time tire wining industry in Jeles uas
been rulned, snd the prediction is tast it will never a-
gain recover. Xindl; nearted people, among waom is
numbered tné Prince of .eles, nuve arouse public sym-
catuy for these starving people. Their pleas zave not
fallen upon deaf ears ag the following erticle in "Phe
Globe" of January 22 indicutes. The erticle, in pzrt is
88 fbllows: .

YA cablégram received by tiho president of tihe Globa.
yosterday wcknowledzed toe recelipt of tho lcur tnousond
puoands  csnedise coatribub lon cebled 1 st Fridey to the

Lord Hayor's fund London. It resds as follows:

4




London, Jan. 21, 1929,
We Go Jaffrsy, Pr.sident,
The Globe, Toronto;

Greteful thsnks for four trousand pounds rec-
eived Saturdy. iduch appreciéfe splendid gener-
osity of your resders

Studd, Lord liayor, London,
‘ind the work goes on. PThe Globe resders’' fund in eid
of the Britisaminers stood last night st $4587.13.
Yesterday's contribution edéed %2,019 to the previous
totel.

A LIOWUMENTAL TaSXK.
In Znglend tae work is nard snd discourzging. TO

feed hungry caildren; to clothe little vodies ugeinst
tae ¢old; thet must ve done--is Leing done--first, and
guicxly. 1o solve s proﬁlem of unempldymeﬁt that ;s ten
yeérs old, &nd‘tﬂat nss grown more insolvable witn esch
year is not so simple & toing.

5 beginning hes neen msde. Tne london Tinmes rep-

orts that "to dste 9000 men nsve lLeen transferred by the

Kinistry of Lawour from tae south Weles . snd nortaern co-

sl fields to employment elsewcere in Inglesnd., RFifteen
hundred Welshmen are in treining centres leegrsning farm

&"‘ w 1 T30 b A
CSEE APRENDIX AN
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work - end prepsring to emigreste next spring. But there
sre still over 40,000 unemployed miners in South Weles
glone wno will never sgein find emplcoyment in Jelsh co-
gl mires; never e2gein esrn &t their own work in their
own country tiaszt "dey's puy for s=n nonest day's work"
winilcn tne Lord ILieutenant of lionmoutihshire describses as
ell their desire.

A place must ve found for tie Lzuour of these th-
ousgnds of men, far from taeir nomes, far from their own
people, away frocm the only work taey unow now to do. Th-
ey must .e sczttered over Xnglsnd, écuttered 6ver the em~
pire, fitted to a strenge life and s trange work. Ko
easy problem.to solve. It cunnot be done quiczly. In
the derk mbntns tzat must pass before tie probiem is
solved Charity ¢annot fzil. “ce children of tue stin-
ing districts must Le fed. =They snd thaeir motaers must
te clotned. {ired must te zept burning, in little hom-
es end hope kindled a2gsin in men‘stﬁearts;"

Anotuer guotation bssed upon statistics published
Ly the British liinister of Lesbour indicstes tao serious-
ness of tne proolem in Znglend. Thne following juotation

)

is froum tne Border Cities' Ster of Tebrussvy 6:
y




"How unemgployment is strixing et tne very neart
oi Britisa industry is vividly illustrzted by tne stat-
isfics just published by tae minister of lsbour wiich
§10WS uriemn ‘loyment ranging up to‘zéﬁ of the total of thne
insured workers in some countries, and up to 57% in the
czse of one town-Cockfield--waich nes s worxking popul-
gtion of 2,000 persons.

AS one goes nortaward tihe figures mre very uvade Fi-
ve countries aave unempioymenc cate of 20% or ..ore; two
between 15 and 20%: eleven betkeen‘lz.B snd léﬁ.w”Unemf
ploynent is the biggest provlen confronting Grest Bri-

tein-todsy uznd is certain to nsve en importsnt Learing

7]

on tae geueresl eiectiun which, it is understood, will ve
held in June of v..is yeer."”

These statistics are gppalling Lecausc we xiuow that
toe number of unemployed exceeds these indiecsted vy tne
statistics. Fow teis is only for one country. fhen
one considers what tne sum totel of tne unemployed in the
world must e, ne begins to reslize how uvad the problem
is.

Since tne nroblem is so serious &nd since it is not
simply & condition resulting from the wsr, it is necess-

ary tnst a solution for it be sougnt. Indeed 2 great
(&

.
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meny. hsve made an sttempt et the solution snd, unfort-
unztely have failed. Their fsilure ney be attributed,
in some csgses 1o & mistagen concept of the csuses; ot
otner times it 1s & result of s fal:ce notion of the bLss-
is of society. However, the great fsult lies.in tne
very difficult nsture of tine problem. In tne peginning
of the tnesis we saw tixat tne economic structure was very
compliceted &nd tnet interference in its operation might
be from cguses witiiin tae structure itself, or they mi-
ght arise outéide tne vody commeréialq iltaough these
men nLsve f&iled, as the groet amount of unemployment todsy
proves, sLill taney @re worbiy of praise sinmce itnelixr in-
tention, im most cases, nas'tne vetterment of society.
among the failures noted is tiat of Sociglisme Its
leck of. succeess is due, for tihe most‘pért, to & Izlsse
dignogis of the cause., -The sociaslist meintsined thst the
chief cause oif lsbour trbuhle was and is Capltel, slong
witn tre unesuel distributibn of wesltn. - ‘fne socislist
nas observéd tnat accumulsted wealtn1xésAheen~engaged in
productiva end thast nuge profits nsve ucen m&de;' Their
contenticn is vust it 1s the workman s lone wao produces
the incresse.  This, 1in & way, is true, Eut if cépitsl

ned not invested ite z7cu.muleteu weaslth in incusiry then

.
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industry would never hasve reacxaed beyond itvs infsncy.

Tne failure of socislism's solution is pretty clesr
from wast has neppeuned in Zussie., A nighty empire fell
into the 2z=nds of fhe gocialists and it was en empire
of vast resources snd untold weslth. They felt thet with
the desth of the Czar, snd the overtarow of Cepital a2
nasw UtoPié would arise un tne rulns of Lhe old emuire,
Time ues revealed .how misteken tne proponents of the sys-
'tem'were, and zow false wure their theories. ATne nobility

nave ueen slsin, the weglth of tne country ngs been Sg-

usndered, and tae condition of tihe peassnts, wno hasve gl=~

z

or

[92]

#ays Leen poor, 1is £, 'Qne spectre of amine stalks

tue land, ine foundstions of morslity nsve uveen destroy-

ed, =und the very nsme of the country breeds distrust taroughk
out:tne world. In tnat ﬁnﬁagpy land tihe stste owns gvery-
tuing, even going so0 fer ss to iorce'tne consclence of

tne people. I1f & men coulo find work tu do, taerse would

e no incentive to dO it since né‘would not reep the
rewards .of aois lebour. Zut work 'is not 1o ve nwd, snd
instesd of solving tae problem of unem loywent Sbcialism‘
nas zggravated it. )

Cther clesses tae unions especially, »ut forward

the "strike" gs & rowmedy @gainst unenployvment. It is &

+
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strange taing thset in meny unions ansgreement ls arrsnged
Letween its memiere snd tneir employers nesgrly every ye-

4

gr, and &t the end of the agreement tuaere i1g always tslk
of & strike. It is true tihe ugions usve done ¢ grest de-
a2l to petter tne conditions ox tre labourer, vubt tney ns-
ve not always veen & blessing 10 tne worker. .hen a eér—

tein group of men, a8 waes tae cszse 0l tne ¢oegl miners in

o

sngland, .is able to Tle up tae whole natiocn ihper. 1is
sometaing wrong;_ Tne resulting evil is penerslly worse
tiian tne gccomplisasd good.

In most csses & strike ig cslled in order tast
memhers of tne union mey receive a2 rgise in pay. Peid
egitators ure atle to sway bthe crowd by misinforming it
about the ,uestivns st stuske. Tney uske tne worker isel
, .
toat sll tre profits sre.duce t0 2is eiforts, and tast ne
siould receive all Lanst acbrues from z2is lsbour. If
ey find toal Llas cost of living is aoigh taey, demsud o
ray incgease. FHow ss & matuer of fact an increase in
pgy does not solve tiae juestion s is evident fron Tne
following 1llustration. Huprose the lzbourers lu & cer-
tain town wemsnd an increase in wages Iron taelr employ-
er. Tnis mesns e will ive to eut into his profits or

ne will pave (o raise the nsice of nis product. If ta-

4
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is product is @ necessity, s2y in the egricultursl dis-
tricts, it mesns thet tne former's cost of production is
increased. #When he sells his food stuffs to tnese same

4

workers, w20 msnufactured t

[

1@ toings ne buys, ne will nave
to reise uls price. 'rne result of it =11 is thnat, tne
workers, eltavugn tney received move psy, yet, tney have
to spend more for sueir food gnd es & conseiuence 8re no
Letter off then thney were before tae raise. Kow, unless
tne raise cen come out of ﬁhe prdfits, woaich of cousse
would mesn .hst tne profits are excessive, tae cost.of
living is'increased, tne economic structure suifers and
unemployment is likely to follow. ‘fhis very talng 1as
napperned in iinglsnd snd WJales. The miners struck for
righer weges =nd tals, of course, reised the price of
coal. Tne grest iron mills thet ansd to use tnls cosgl in
mernufs cture of steel hed to vegtr tne burden of extra
costs., Phe resullbl wos tast they were not z2nle to com-
pete with otuer neticns in the steel nwrget snd =8 2
conseguence tuey azd tu close down. The mines saut down
for lecat of @ merkey for taeir prounct, snd tooussnds of
m.ners .-re todszy fieing stervetion. A 1little foresignt
and coumnon sense cn t.e purt of tae strixe sgitators,

wWno were prougsbly "Reds," would nive preveunted untold
J ’ P
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suffering., dCertainly the unions witih taneir strike
‘threat hseve no golution for the difficulty.

'or the reai solution of the problem there must Dbe
4 compromise. Todsy tae commnon tendency is for Lsbuour

znd Capitsl to suspect one snother. In tne vast Cap-

{3

ital nas exploited lapour, =nd even =t the present, we
find in msny csses tne ssme state of effsirs. Jhen
non Labour tie victims are

¢

Cépital nss a8 throtle-ihold u
vound to suifer znd to suifer sorely. Tuet bnis unjus t
sdvantzge is taken of Lewour, isnauite evident from tue
meny incidentvs tanst creep up from thne cosl fields. Tne-
Se grest coal compenics Owir wnole towns, own tne cour-
cues, own tne scnools, own tie omesS OF bhe miners,
gnd in fact tne very life of L he miner is in their hsnds.
In some pleces conditioﬁs sre s bad’thét they restrict
toe free intercou-se o: taé people. o0 enter or lestwe
the town one rejuires 8 pass from =ae coiparny officisls.
These sre whest are called "closed camps"'snd an guiocg—-
ratic sutaority is exercisceda over taen. - David J. Sapos
writing for the Wisconsin Stete Historiéal Soclety dss-
crices the conditions in tae fdllowing words:

"Inveriably tne corporstion ogns sll thé land wita-

in & radius of 2 mile or sbout the camp, depending on the
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guount necesssry to meintein sbsolute control of every-
one and everytning directly or indirectly connected
4itn its operetion. In mogt of iLhe towns the corporst-
ion owns &ll the buildings, such &s, dwellings, schools,
churches, stores, etc. Jith two exceptious the res—
idence sections or the guarters inhabited by tné employ-
ees =re fenced in and regsrded as privste property: the
corporation controlling all =cuess fo tne yuzriers, wia-
é¢vher it ve for sociai Or business purposes. Mény of
tne corporations contfol or cperzte tae notels, stores
;n& venzs. Cne compsny owns snd operstes every business
in.the town, except Lone uvurber snop, of w.iceh it owns the
ground znd building in waico the saop Is located.

A8 all tae innsbitants are econumically'and territ-
origlly dependent upon tne coumpsny every vital activity
in the comnunity csn e dominuted Uy it. Ho individual
or institution of any consequence escapes, not even tis
caurcn. The people nave little 1f any voice in tae
soclial, religious or public sifairs of the cosmnity.
Aven tne mercgnints not on soumany groﬁnd, rut who zre
tributary to toe com unity, sre controlled uy tne cop-
pary. asnyone desiring to exercise tne"s;mplest rigat,

woeicen in ordinsry pesceful smericsn cosumanities is re-

.
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garded as natural 2nd unguestioned (sucn as the use of

public streets) might fi

g

nt for tnem in these indust-
rial towns. |
Invariably the hnead of the plent is tihe sole ar-
biter of every undertaﬁing‘in tne community . ais éon-
sent teing necesssry in all ouslice or privete enter-
prises. Anything, no metter hbw meritoriousg, 1f dis-
approved by olin, is not end must not be carried out.
In one commnity tne inhabitants sre not permitted to
nold a circies or play unless it is senctioned Ty the
mensgement. Btatutory violastions of business men Aare
tried by the overseer in the szme manner as a legally
coﬁstituted judge would proceed with sucn an offencse.”
On tnc otner ansnd, Labour nas nof 2lways been free
from bleme. 7The capnitslist has loéned,ss it were, his
- money to Lszvour z2nd ne exvects it to Qé used in the
production of new capiﬁal. {he more work‘that Letour
does the more returnsbﬁnere will Le on the capitel in-
vested., ILaboul very often &t the instigetion of the un-
ions, attumpts to restrict tihe output. Plasterers lim-
it the number of squére feet to bLe plastered in a day; |
bricklayers determine on the number of bricks to bé pl-

aced in = day; and le%ners decide how msny bundles of
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lath are to be nailed up in 2 dey. Very frequently =a
good workmen could do twice as much ﬁorx without in-

A

juring nis health or overwor:iing. If ne were to do
more tnsn the union permits he would Le driven from nis
job. On & big comstruction work where there are heavy
penalties imposed to speed up the completion of the
job, this restriction of output imposes a severe burden:.
upon the contréctor. Time snd again, men sre putting
in time for whaich tney are well peid and tney do not
sccomplish much wofz. This of course increases tie c¢ost
of pro&uction end ss s result much work, that otaerwise
might ve szttempted is left undcone, 2nd meny men are left
without Jjobs,

o overcome such difficulites as these mentioned,
and there. are many others of a‘similar nature, Cap-
itsl snd Leoourrmust sttempt to mutuslly understand ea-
ch otner., The success of industry depends unon the un-
jon of the two. Pope Leo, in his- famous encyclical
letter on the lsbour problem Lrought tais to the_atten-
tion of the world. Labout has Its rigﬁts walceh capital
must respect waile on the othner aand, Capitsl hse 1us
cights whicn musy be safefuraded by Latour. Cne is dep-

endent u-on tne otiher,.snd Lthe success or fallure of

+
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the one is reflected in the succegs or fsilure of the
otner.

In toe sclution of thig prouwlem of unemployment,
the false notion thet idleness counstitutes a good time
must ve considered. In the las few years grest for-
tunes heve been piled up snd many of the present gen-
eration sre living voon the lebvours of the preceding
one., "The idle rich" ie s by—word and the poor would
like to eppropriste the title for themselves. In the ©
0ld days @ men took a delisht in his lsiouf and was
proud of ihe products of nis hand. 2R0ss, in iais Soecial
psyéhology indicates tnis tendecy to avhor lawour waen
ne writes; "Now 1t is netursl thet the shemefulnese of
menual lasour s:ould become au articie bf faitn among
the smell minority wio are exempt from it, Not only
is the noticn congeniel o tnem, wut the more people
they cen persusd to eéopt it, the more they are look=-
ed up tc and envied. -It is strenge, nhowever, that the
.grest working ;ngsses uncritieally adcepf g notion thet
sets them at odds witi tine basis of their lievlinoeod,
and depress tneir Sécial state.

Acguiescence in it is like the men's sawing off
the limb he 1s sitting on. . Why, then do they fall in

2
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with the idea? Simply vecsuse it comes to tnem with
the prestisze of-upper-clsss epvn-oval.” The fact is tne
present genevation weligshts in its indolence woetiner
it be reel or feigned. 4 system of educstion will nave
to he asdopted in orders to present work not es a turden

but retuer somet.ings to ue desired. Tne worfZer and ai

[}

work insteasd of being stigmstized nmust te honoured.

In Englend an effort was mesde to teacn tois doctrine
to the workers. In the reconsiruction days following
the war English economists saw the dire need of work if

the unemployment situation was to te svoided. They

b

tried to tell the workers thet they must work herder,

snd tanst they must' lead mofe sober lives if taey wished
to weastner tne crisis that wes impending. Unfortunately
the steel worker end miners could not see taings in
tais light and instead of wor«ing harder and =ccepting
lower pay, they went on strike. Tﬁe terriile suffer-
ing today is the result end .now the opportunity for
wor: is not given taem. Being driven f:om fheir nat-
ive lznd tarousgn e@onomic ﬁecéssity and tnrougn taeir
owrn person&l folly, they mey learn in 2 new land trat
labour ass its duiies as well as its ri;nts;

Troe promlem'presentad Ly Agriculture is & very
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complex one and asrd td solve. Rein: & basic industry
its disorders produce far rescring effects. 4 good
desl of the trou.le is from witzin, slthough, it ma2y he
oppressedifrom witnout. Here it seems to te a case of
sd metnods. Production is too costly &nd as e result
its zoods nave to e sold et too nigh @ price in order
to bring profitsble returns.

If tanis is true, of coufse,'we naet n.ve & so-
called industrizl revolution wnich will teke in Agr-
seualture. Kfficiency in production will keve .o be the
slogun, =nd this efificlency will be brougat &.out by a
reductibn in the cost of production. But the gregtvest
opposition towscheme of tnis £ind will come from the
industry itself. Farmers zre conservative and heing so
will oppose & chernge in their sccustomed methods

t ey

&
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of production. Vakb ais "Pheory of Class Lelisure”

speaxing of © .is tendency says: "Innovstion is wad
form. With most of us a»blind stte cument to the pust
savours of tne gentle, tne scnolsrly, the superior:
wheress a criticasl ettitude towesrds tne»traditidnel
coupled witin an entiusissm ifor woet might be, is felt
to be crunde and low class. 'his pervefse censervation

is inexplicable save as a dowrnwurd peréolation from

2
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fné'leisure class wnich, by reasons of its exception fr-
om tuaose economic stresses wihich urge to casnge, and
its dependerice on vested interests znd privileges for
its exslted position, is instinctively hostile to inn-
ovation.”™ Probably no cless suffers more from thig "
complex™ than does the fszrmer.. What was good enough
for the fatiher seems good enocugn for the son., The crite-
ical condition in wnich sgriculture finds itself todey
is the result of followinz tinis false concept of con-
servatiﬁism.

The fermermunst he taught intelligent sgriculture.
Like tre otner branches of industry ne must sccommodste
nomself to the conditions of tine tines. If one xind of
product does not commend a suiteble.market he nmust give
up its producticn end fturn to s omething else., The or-
dinary fsrmer must learn, tdet, Leczure 2is fatner or gsr-
andfetner produced twénfy acres of wneat}each yeer, ne
cannot find in tais s suificient:reason for planting the
same numuer of acres in the same drOp. in otner words,
if there is not a profitavle demend for wneat ne must
turn to sdmetaing.elsé.

This idea of intelligent farming must ue applied

.
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to- the methods of produétion. Tconomical preduction
is'éssential. dor tnis resson hand lsvour must give way
to machine lsgbour. Thus, & men with ¢ trsctor will
plough ten szcres of land & day wheress under the old
me thod & men with ais team would he pretiy wéll tired
out after a dey's work during w:uich én scre and 8 half,
2t the very most, wes cultivated. MNow the stranse part
is to explsin why the farmer does not own « trsctor
whern one reglizes that g tractor and plow m.y he pur-
cngsed for the price of a zo0d tesm of horses. The
saving here is obvious, s2nd the lowered costs of prod-
uction certeinly would ne an invaluable a8id to the ind-
ig

ustry. Thiéwbnly an individual case but it could bhe gvp-
lied to the otner ospnects of sgriculture,.

In the pest the farmer hss givén ;ittle sttention
to nis selling methods. His product wes not gradéddand
wien the toﬁn buyer examined nis purchase to find much
of it Led fe was inclined +o accuse the farmer of dis- .
honesty. The fermer, nowever, w=s not disnunest, Lud
ne was cereless., If the produce he hes to sell is preé-
ented in an attrective form, end is zreded zccording to
g fixed standerd it will commend a veiter price snd a
mefket will be developed w.ici will absorb all that he
n;oducé. This is pretty evident in the

Pay

carn reasonshly
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case of eggs. One time when the town housewife went to
the market to purcnsse eggs she hsd to c onsider that
half of tnem would probably he bad. The result was tnat
she had to turn to somet: ing else and the egy mavked
suffered. Now since ezgs are graded she znows whet she

is btuying snd we find thet = grest many more egEs s&re

-

being consumed than was iorﬁerly the case, This, too, is
only one instance, wut tre ssme will e2wnly to tue otoer
articles nhe nzs to sell.

In the case of farm nelp the Tarmer could do much
to relieve. the situatién. In theppét ne nes not used
his nired help intelligently. Thne nours we-e long, =nd
he looxed ﬁpon hig hired man as a sort of slave or serdf,
He did not reat nim &8 a humen seing énd as g result meny
men were turned from sgriculture who, if they hed teen
given & fair chunce, would hsve ueen successful fsrmers,
As it is now, & niced men finds it pretty herd to supp-
ort nis wife endé family on the meagre wsge he receives
for his lsvour . With bettef me thods of production the
farmer's rethrné‘wili e srester and ne will bve asnle 10
offer, at least, a liviﬁg wage to n&s nelp, In this
way maﬁy men will e attracted to the ferm gnd the st-
ress of unemployment in the'cixies will be, to some

extent at lesst, relieved. .
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attention, too, must ce given to the question of
sessons.le unemployment, both ox the farm ahd in the
fsetory. 4n executive, in the menufacturing industry
said very recently tnet this from of unemployment was
tne result of & lsck of foresight. He neld that, with
a little care in production znd merkezing, work the ye-
¢r round could be provided for the igbourers. However,
at the present time there seems tO we @ terndecy on the
part of the mamfacturer to drive nis plent at capecity
for a monti or so, snd then close down for e montn or
lonirer on one pretext or snother. Tnen whnen he re-op-
ens tnere is enother med rush. In taols wey nis nen
never get ahead snd ;eing alweys in debt they :ecome
dissatisfied snd unpsppy. Someone hzs sald tast tals is
g trick on tie part of the capitalist to meke ls bour com-
pletely dependernt upon iala, bécause .eing nearly slways
out of work the men are forced Ty necessity to accept
whatever chditions the employer wisaes. to impose upon
them. This mey not be the true reason for the evil,
but evil it surely i =znd it is up to tﬁe big executives
to find & remedy for it ss soon as possille.

Agricultuce, nowever seems to nave et least a part-

igl remedy for its proilem of seasonahle unemployument.

e
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The -solution lies, for the most part in nixed form-

ing. It ig true thet there mey be 2 few pls=ces wheré
tnis is impossiicle, wut the fact is, these places sre
few. PFsrmers tnemselves sre begimnning to see the fall-
scy O0f tne old stund and are now chonging their view
point. In Cnterio and Juebec few fermers sre staking
2ll their nopes on one crop; New opes are ieing intro-
duced snd the results sre grstifying. A specific case
will illustretethne point. The countries of southwestern

Ontariorwere grest corn producing sreas. & man might
traevel for miles end tne only crop ne would see was corn.
With tne edvent of the Zurovean cornm borer tails erop was

racticelly ruined. Under instruction of sovernment ex-
p v :

erts, these fsrmers plunted their lands with tobecco =nd
, o

3

sug:sr veets. The returns hsve teen pood and two new in-

)

\

dustries heve geined =& nold ih our counvry. .another
case 1g that of tne poultry tusiness. Thése last few
years tne prices of poultry end.pbuitry products ~ave
been fairly good znd nearly every -farm has its poultry
plant wnich yives good returns for the investment snd st
tue sume time gffords employmsnt fov neny men who might
othefwise e ldle.

This idea of wixed fariing will elininste the ner-
th . Y o< .




83.

iods of slack in the zgriculturel industry end tnis will

sclve one of tne seious nelp problems, Instezd of hir-

i

ing & few men for s few weeks ezch yeer during tne rush

-8
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o~

sesgsons of plsnting nd hervesting tne farmer will nave
worx tne year rcound Ior nis nelps Regulring their pre-
serice tne whole time will necessitaste treir living on
the ferme The result will . be taat gusrters will te pro-

or the nired men snd taelr fam:lies., In tais way

2

vided
men will settle on tne lend-hnd more. ground will te pl-
cced under cultivetionm. 411 tais will tend to incresse
the ferw pouvulaztion snd uring alons with it the “enefits
that sgcompany such en increase,

capital snd Lahour will, gs-we said, nzve to work
hand in asnd to solve their common proilem, unemployasit.
How this applies psrticulsrly to Csnada, where product-
ion nze to e speeded up and costs lowered., The success
of Americzn industry is. due, in no snﬁll p.rt, to epeed
snd gquentity production. Yhe imerican manufacturer
generally is willing to produce grest quantities of godd s

A

ceven &t reduced proilts on each srticle, because ne Lrows

<t

tnat 1t will not sifect nis totel returns for tne yeur,

In Censds tnere seems to e a tendency to regerd the

-
a
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produced. Juentity production with reduced costs will
lower tne price to tne ultimate consumer, end s smsll

reduction in price means s grestly incressed market.

It nas been estimsted that 2 fifty dollasr reduction in

P

& low priced car increszses the ssles by more than an
eighth,.

To bLring ehbut these desired cirnge in industry the
employer will nzve to give extre care to nis emnployees,
Better Wofzing conditions st prevail, snd more care

.

must e teken to avoid loss tarough industrisl disesse
gnd industrizl sccident. The employee will help the ca-
use by giving more sttention to hie 07, and by doing
211 in zis power toO incresse production. In return for
tnis he will neturally expect certain employment snd
regeongble w.ges,.

Je cannot solve the prol:lem in so far as it is a
result of war, Lecsuse 1f we regd nistory c@frectly, war
has existed from the beginning of the numan rsce and it
seems hopeless to expeect it to cease altogetner. At the
present time the nations of the world sre sttempting to
outlaw war by means of treaties, wut st t he same time th-
ese n:tions are meking l= rge approPrietions for military

forget '

purposes.,  LThey no. that if they sre well srmed they are

4
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more ;izel; to male an attack, Hations like individ-
uals, sre subject to misun&erstsndiﬁgs and if tuney can-
not we settled by pesceful means they will resort to
violence. OCur npope ig tnat these misunderstanding sre
fewer in the future and that tney may te settled with-
out recourse to garms. If wer does result, then tne nst-
ions must meke 2 more ssne e¢ffort to conserve taelir mat-
erial resources end msn pover. In tnis way a good deal
0f sufferin, will ve esvoided snd the industrizl loss will
be lesserned,

However, ta«ing every preceution there will slwsays
be & certein amount of unemployment. Now while these
men gre idle tne cost of their living must be met eitner

out oI tneir own s=z=vings or out of the savings o7

otner memuvers of ftne industrisl bvody. A paritiszl solution

P

is to be ned in unemployment insursnce. It, too, nas

9
its dengers in tnat some shiftless fellows will slweys
be out of work, end taus regulire nelp. Hlesns :must be
evolwsd Lo lessen this dsn-er and_to protect tne nonest
worser s inst tals type of industricl nuisance. Thso-
reticglly its benefits far surpass its dsngers. any-

tring tnet attemptsto feed tne hungry families of the

unemployea deserves & casnce und on the fscé of it in-
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dustrisl insursnce offers a a0pe. We nave it worked
out saztisfectorily in tne case of unemgloyment result-
ing from sccident and sickness, end tnere Seems little
raggon why it could not be developed to suit the other
caeses of tnis industrial disease.

At present tae industriel outlook, for Canedas 8t
least, sppeers promising. Je ere enjoying & period of
peace, ond if time world has lssrned the lesson waich
the late war must have taught it, tals period of.peace
caould lasst for meny yeers. e have & young country
blessed by & kind Providence in an apund.nce- of natursl
resources; wWe azve weaith on every side snd el1 it re-
quires is development. In.ordef to sccomplish this
we regulre more people sand more markets. Careful imi-
sration polices will solve the one while wise commer-
cigl tresties and proger tariff lsws will settle the
other. Wnen this desired period of prosperity is rea-
lized our economic trouiles will be ended and our prob-
lem of unemployment will ue little more tnan a spectre

of the past,.
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APPENDIX "AM.
~The foilowing from the Chicsgo Tribune of Lizrch 5
indicates that seriousness of unemployment in YWasles.

Welsn town is xed Hothed.
hine:s in dire poverty, due to unemployment, turn to Co-
nmuni sm. Maefdy, Jeles, M:rch 2.

The nsme of tais town is Meerdy, but every one in
#8les znows it s Little hioscow., It is & hotlhed of com-
munism -nd led sentiment, tne direct result of the pover-
ty tost holds ell of=tne South Wales cosl fields in its
&rip. A fire oi potentisl danger iévburning brightly |
rere in the hills. Communism feeds on poverty.,Seklstv-
ale BEngland's sole communist . P., represents the slums
of London. Another mey join'him from our coal fields.
Here i lleerdy everyone is & communist,

Trne corréspondént?went into the nzll of the Lahour
excﬂange waere tne unemployment benefit--the dole--is
peid. Pusaines torough two long files of miners who have
to register tarce times a week fo'téstify to continued
unemployment, ne entered tne oifices of the locsl coun-
cil, Zverywhere else the pictures of the zing and queen.
are on-tne walls. Here tnere were four pictufes. They
were Lenin, Trotssy, Staliniand Teaicherin,

The hezd of the Labour excrosnge is & communist,

+




The president of tune county couuncil nd the vice-pres-
ident ere commnists. ‘The secxeterﬁ is dezcon of
Beptist caurch. OFf the tarse other officers, two sre
communists snd the tnird & .ezcon of the VWesleyan den-
ominztion.  Liserdy is the stronghold of Welsn comminism
nut it is not alone., Red sentinent is geining steadily
here. In Pontypridd s useting was neld a few days &g0
to promote the proposed.ied merch of unemployed Welsh
miners to London, in spite of tne lack of eifect of

the earlier march, waen one men -died from cold gnd an-
otier from fatigué.

Why does comsunism flourish nere? The Welsn miners
are g stuf&y nomest, hard-wb:;ing, level heeded lot., <Th-
ey hzve never listened to agitators. In 1921 tne men wno
snouted for strixzes sere the mslcontents, the fire-brends.
Today, the com:unist leadefs are well educated men snd

nurch headers.
Seven yesrs of continued poverty, such as aAmericuns are
upsble to imegine, hes made thnem desperste. The present
system nss left them strended. The rnines are not only

closed-~- many sre dismentled. Trhey will never open zgain.

The ‘iners nave turned to the promises of commwnism. Th-

ey have needed posterswnico hsve flesred on the wells of

4




Maerdy wita the words: "Communism means tne end of
poverty."

This srticle appesréd dfter the tnesis wes writ-
tern, but it bcars out the contention thst unemploy-
men leads to Comimuriism. ﬁnen men become desperzie taey
will try snytihing wnich promises to relieve their suff-

eTingse.
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