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ABBREVIATIONS

EETS . ' = Early English Text Society

EETS ES = éarly'English'Text Society, Extra Serie

EETS SS - = Early Eng1i§h Text Society, Supplementary Series
" Jespersen, Growth = Jespersen 1948 .
Jespersen, MEG = Jespersen 1909-49

ME = Middle English

MED = Middle English Dictionary

ModE = = Modern English

Mustanoja, ME Syntax = Mustanoja 1960

OE = 01d English
0ED = The Oxford English Dictionary
OF = 01d French
Visser, HS = Visser 1963-73
\ Visser, More = Visser 1946-56
Abbreviated titles of primary material are listed in the ®

Introduction (B). References to secondary material are to the author’s
‘name and the year of publication; details will be found in the
Bibliography (B). Other abbreviations should be self-evident or

will be explained where they are first employed.
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~ INTRODUCTION

.

A. P}oblems and Aims
The purpose of this study is to investigate the

syntactic development of the verbal poun‘in -iﬂﬁ (-ung),

commonly called the gerund,1 in the Middle English:beriod,

here regarded as lasting ' from about 1100 to about 1500.

'ﬁbr the sake of simplicity, the term 'gerund’ wi]l1be used

‘ 2
throughout for the -ing (-ung) form which is derived from
. 3 ,

ver'b and functions as a noun.

Y o
Uriginally the gerund was>simply an abstract noun of

action deriyed from a verb and was treated exclusively as a
noun, syntadtically as well as inflectionally. That is, it
possessed aljl the syntactic features of a noun, funcfioning
aslthe Subjéct, predicative, br‘object of a finite verb aﬁd
the object of a preposition, and, while serving these
functions, forming a plufa], téking various adnomina)
adjuncts, or entering freely into compounds. Although it_
has retained all of its.-nominal qualities, however, the

gerund has subsequently, albeit gradually, acquired most of

. the properties and, hence, syrtactic characteristics of a

"verb. This syntactic development is clearly reflected in

the following verbal characteristics that the gerund can
exhibit (and for which it is commonly used in ModE ):
- (1) it can govern an “accusative" or direct object

(e,g. He practices writing leading articles—q.

[1]



0ED); N\

(2) it can govern a pﬁedicative or complement (e.y.

Your being so sick forbids me to discuss the
matter with you now—q. Curme; OED has no

referencei;
(3) it can be modified by an adverbial adjuntt

(instead of an adjective) (e.g. He has hopes of

coming bacﬁaspeedily; the habit of speaking
loosely—gq. OED);

(4) it can show tense and voice by means of compound

forms (e.g. of having done it; the necessity of

“loving and being loved—q. 0ED);

(S)Iit can take a subject in the common case
(instead of the genitive) (e.g. I insist upon

Miss Sharp appéaring—-q. OED).

Thus, the English gerund, which began as

expanded its syntactic role beyond anything ‘sharacteristic
of its own\bﬂ/; h1story or of the other Germanic
lanyuayes.

The'acqhisition of these verbal characteristics by
the gerund has been one of tﬁe much-discussed, ap times °
hotly debated, problems of the syntaxg of the English verb,
as the Bibliography (“B. Secondary Sohrces“) shows. As yet
however, there has been ‘no consensus among scholars as to

when and how this development actually took place. The most



1mportant theories put forward so far have been SO well

summarlzed by G. van Langenhove (1925, pp. v-ix), M.

Ca}]away, Jr. (1929 PP. 32-40), Mustanoja (ME Syntax, ppi..
.567-72), and more recent]y by B. Irwin (1967, pp. 27-41) 1.

:that they call for no deta11ed re1terat1on, though

natura]]y they w11] be ment1oned whenever occas1on warrante.

'._\a- .

1t fThe maJor1ty of these prev1ous stud1es favour native

. or1g1n ar theory stout]y advocated by Curme (1914 p. 496 ),

- but some Opt for foreign (ch1efly French) 1nf1uence as

} strongiy urged by E1nenke] (1914 Pp. 19-22 and 27- 23)
-'—'-'/

T Perhaps the most sat1sfy1ng explanat1on 15 MustanoJa s a]I-.

1nclus1ve summary statement based upon the" research on the'

subJect up to 1960 which is quoted be]ow although we .

'should read the gerund with certain verbal pr0pert1e5* fbr~

the geruno | ' T - f.‘f,. .

' ,..the first sporad1c s1gns of the gerund1a1

1

.funct1on of the noun in -1n9 appear in.late OE. A
They are slavish imitations of Lat1n gerunds
_ but they do suggest that the noun 1n -1 g 1s at

',least~capab1e of acqu1r1ng verba] propert1es.5

The rise of the gerund seems to take place ffé?plegf::f

—essent1a11y w1th1n the ME per1od. The 1nf1uence
.of the OF - gerond1f seems to p]ay a s1gn1f1cant

‘-part in the development of the English gerundt

| f:fﬂ-‘lt is d1ff1cu1t to say how far Celtic 1nfluence

VLT,

-Jé?d;: has a part in this development. but the ‘_;ﬁff



ppssibility_maf.be,wofih closer invaat%gation.
One significant contribufor} factor is obviously
the analogy of thé-Enélisn.présent pariicip1e,-
L and the gerund np'dOUbt recefyesaseveral of its
‘functions from the infinitivé. Th; {nf]uénce pf-
the part1c1ple and the 1nf1n1t1ve is ev1dently

fac1lwtated by the remarkable confus1on between_‘
forms endJng in -n, -_g, nd,-ﬂg in ME.
e [Mustanoga, HE antax P 572]

_As wﬁl] be apparent from th1s account the: deve]opment was:

-:a very comp]1cated process 1nvo]v1ng var1ous factors and

-

’contr1but$%ns.-

_Thejév1dence_collected to date strongly. suggests
‘;nat,thé Mipd1e:Engl{sh period provides the historfca] key |
to the inftial acquéition-byﬂpne gerund of cért@in verbal

_ .properties..As yet, howéver, there has been no

L dpmpnénénéibe.tﬁéaihent‘pfathis-ME deve]opment of- the

‘gerpnd'witn perba] qualitﬁes. Most: prev1ous studies, 1f they
- have discnssed'the'verbaJ function at all, have focussed
pniMafily on ‘the gerund_gpverning an a;cusafive or'direpp
l‘object (cnaractenistiz (1) aboVe); and, to a }essar eatent;
'on the gerund be1ng mod1f1ed by an adverb1a1 adjunct .

1

(charactertst1c (3)) and on the gerund taking 2 subJect in

"'\

the common case (characﬁ€r1st1c (5)) The remaining

ﬂcnara;ter1;;1cs,_namg]y, the gerqnq.gqverningﬂa ptedicatiyé -



"(char;cterisfi; (2)) and the gerund showing tense and voice

- -

by means of compound forms {characteristic (4)), have not

received any serious consideration. ‘The only seemingly

. general ayreement has been that the gerund begins to take a

direct object and to be modifiee by an adverbial adjunct in
the ME period, more specifically inthe 14te century..5 The
reason for th%s lack of consensus is that practically all
previous seuqies have been based on a fairly limited amouet
of maferia]'aqd. as a result, have oyer]ooked very
subsfantia] evidence. Thus, the potentially available ME
data has been only fragmentar11y represented in standard

handbooks and histories of the Eng11sh language, even in

the moqumenta1:works of historical syntax by Jespersen (A

Modern English Grammar, 7 vols.), Mustanoja (A Middle . -

English Syntax,. Part 1), 'and, most importantly, Visser (An

Historical Syntax of the Eng]1sh Language, 3 parts in 4 .
6
vols. ). Much the same cr1t1cism app11es to SPECIB]IZEd

works,. such as Irwin's (1967) djssertation-——perhaps the

most recent and most detailed study dealing chiefly with

,)the development of thelgerund — which is, in fact,

extremely limited in corpus, thereby prevehting an adequate

analysis of the verbal dualities of the gerund and adding
nothing important to the facts previously established by
“the general texts. Therefore the traditional neglect and

ljmited treatment of the verbal aspects of the gerund are

reason enough to bring into question the credibility of the

S
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existing and ljmited agreement found on this fop;c, Thus,
the Middle English perfod as a wh;1é ——-and‘not merely the
pre-l14th century period — has not received the thorough
examination that would be required in order to solve or, at
least, throw some 1ight on some of the problems yet to be
properly explored concérnigg thehhigiorica1 development wof
the gerund, particu]qr1} its acquisition of verbal '
‘qualities. As a result, a fresh and in-depth stﬁdy is
certainly warranted.- -

In view of this unsatisfactory state of affair;, the
present study proposes to delineate the syntactic
deQe]opmenﬁ of the gerund,‘;hat is, its acquisition of
various ‘verbal characteristiés in ME during the
© period ©.1100-c.1500. The main aims of this work are ,5
present and analx;e the ME uses of the gerund ffom the §
syntactic viewpoint8 in as much qetai1 and with as muc:\\\
illustration as possible, and to establish more firmly the
_chf&nology ofvits syntactic changes by'reférencertd fresh
evidence. chh;a.study wogld.revealquevipuély unrecognized
aspgéts and answer unsolved question§ regard}ng-tﬁa

development of the yerund and thus supplement historical

studies such as Vissérﬂs,gAFor the ﬁuhboses of this work, I
have egamined a.larbe nﬁmber of prinfed tgxts (nof

manuscripts),- 183 in all,, representing éll.dialects and all
periods of ME. The ME texts which have come_dqwﬁ;to yﬁ;p}e.'

”



however, spread unevenly over the centuries and dialects.
For eiamp]e, l12th-century texts are but few, wh%ch has
obliged me to 1imit my examination to pnfy one text for thg
period 1100-1150 and six for the period 1150-1200. On the
other hand, 15th-century texts have been consulted on é
selective basis,'since their number is so large as to make
a fgl]'treatment 6f all of them impossible within a work so
lTimited in time and space. As a.look at the Iigt of the |
texts examined which follows shows,. however, the majority
of the extant ME texts of any importance, brgae or versé,
literary or non-literary,_havg been covered.:

In the present stud& the discussion is divided into
chapﬁers on the basis of‘tbe,verba] featurgs that the gerund
can exhibit: 'Gerund with Objgtt‘ (Chapter 1}, 'Gerund with
Predica%ive' (Chapter 11), 'Gerund with Adverbial adjunct'
(Chag;er'lll), 'Compound Tense and Voice Forms' (Chapter
iv), and :Gerung with Subject',(Chapteer). facts about
earlier and later usage are to be found in footnotes or
intrbductory sketches to the respectiﬂe_chapters and
sections sq'that the features dealt with can be viewed in
their historical perspective. In analyzing and reporting
the significant facts of the material, 1 have chosen an.
essentially quantitative or statistical approach, with all

. the conclusions based on numeérical data, in the belief
that, despite its wéaknesses and inadequacies, such an
- approach i5-especiaily suitable for describing §yntactic‘

v
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11 ' o S .
struture. It is only to be expected that a number of

relevant instances may have escaped my atteﬁ;ioh in spite -

of every care and effort; yet, I trust and hope that ‘the.

number of such inyoluntary omissions would not be so great

as to have an appreciable effect upon the results_qbtajned.'

N v - .
.- . -

'y
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B. fexts:Examined _

Th; following is a list of the ME texts which I have
éctua]]y examined. These are arfanged in chronological
order, as.fay as possible, by half-centuries. (For an
alphabetical list of the texts see the Bibliography: A.)
The abbreviatibng.of-titles; with those of base manuscripts
'énérdéed‘in‘parenmheses; are generally those of MED. As a
rd]g_l navé.f01]oweﬁ.the readings of one MS in preference
to thoﬁe of another or‘pthérs. Hence the MS designation. An
ekception_to thjs.bﬁactﬁéé is, however;'made in certain
texts, such as St. Kath., Rolle EWr., Chaucer, Usk TL,
Paston, where the enclosed indication is that of editors,

. not manuscriptg, siqﬁe_the texts are either critical
‘edif{ohs o} coliections of various manuscripts. For each
text the abbreviated title is fo]lowéd by the full title of
the'fext.rTnen-bib]iographiqa] details of the edition used

-foiloy. As in 0ED, Jgsperéen, Mustanoja, Visser, and other
sfmilar sEudies, the dates and dialects given refer to
originals rather than manuscripts, although the manuscript
dates are also taken into account whenever occasion
ar‘ises:12 These daﬁesland dialects are generally based on
MED f”P]an and Bibliography"); uniess precisely dated, each
'texf is given a date in a quarter-century system, with ¢

(= cﬁrca); 3 (=Aaﬁte),_and ? (= doubtful) prefixed to the

date, and assigned to one 6f the following five dialect



.13 . :
areas: East Midland ("EMid"), Northern ("N")}, West

~Midtand (“wMid"), Southwestern (“SW"), and Southeastern
(“SE"). In some cases, especially where MED prov1des no

information about either or both of them, hoWever, I have

followed SeVers and Hartung (eds.), A Manual of thé'

Writings in Middle English 1050-1500, Vols. 1-6 (1967-80)

and the editors of the texts involved. To give an idea of
the length of the various texts, [ have provided the

number of lines for verse and the number of ordinary pages
for prose. Unless otherwise noted in the list béToQ,
references to the texts in the body of this work‘ére to the

Tine for verse (e.g. Gawain 247) and to the page apd line

for prose (e.g. Ayenb. 125/19).

10
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1100 — 1150 _ | | _
Peterb.Chron. (Ld) = The Peterborough Chronicle 1070-1154, 2nd~ed=

al121-7a1160. EMid.

-

ed. Cecily Clark (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1970). 59 pages. Prose.
1150 — 1200 |

- RN o
. Bod.Hom. (Bad) 3'Twelfth Century Homilies in MS. Bodley 343, ed. A. 0.

Belfour, EETS 137 (1909), even pp. 2-140. 70 pages. Prose. c1175
(or 70E). SH. | |

PMor. (Lamb) = Poema Moraie, ed. Joseph Hall in Selections from Early

Middle English (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1920), even pp. 30-46.
270 1ines. Rhymed verse. ?c1175. WMid. '

Worc.Frag:. (Wor) = Worcester Fragménts,'ed. Joseph Hall in Selections

from Early Middle English (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1920), pp. 1-4.

113 ]ineé. Alliterative verse. c¢1180. SW. _

‘Lay.Brut (Clg) = La3amon: Brut, ed. G. L. Brook andR. F. Leslie, EETS

‘ 256 (1?63)-and 277 (1978). 16,095 lines. ﬁhymed and/or alliterative
verse. ?7a1200. éw. l |

Trin. Hom. (Trin-C) = 01d Eng1{3h Homilies of the Twelfth Century, Series
11, ed:-R Morris, EETS 53-(1873), odd pp. 3-219. 109 pages. Prose.
2a1200. - EMid." | S | | |

"~ Ancr. (Co}p-C)s= Ancrere Wisse (= The English Text of ‘the Ancrene Riwle), .

“ed. J. R.. R. Tolkien, EETS 249 (1962). 218 pages. Prose. ?a1200
© (Ms c1230). SH. - | |
1200 — 1250

Vices & V. {Stw) = Vices and Virtues, ed. F. Holthausen, EETS 89 (1888)
" and 159 (1921), odd pp. 3-151. 75 pages. Prose. c1200. EMid.
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-

Orm. (Jun) = The Ormulum, ed. Robert Holt (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1879
rpt. New York: AMS Press, 1974). 20,440 lines. Unrhymed, syllabic
verse. ?c1200. EMid.-

.St.Kath. (Einenkel) = The Life of Saint Katherine, ed.. Eugene Einenkel,

EETS 80 (1884). 122 pages. Prose. ?¢1200. SW.

St.Juliana (Bod) =Ye 1iflade ant te passiun of Seint Iuliene, ed. S.
- 4 : .

-R. T. 0. d'AFdenhe, EETS 248 (1961), odd pp. 5-71. 35 pages.
Prose. 7¢1200. SK.

ST.Marg. (Bod} = Seint Marherete, ed. Francis M. Mack, EETS 193 (1934),
even pp. 2-53. 27 pages. Prose. -?c1200. . SW. -
HMaid. (Bod) = Hali Meidenhad, ed. Oswald Cockayne (1866). rev. F. J.

Furnivall, EETS 18 {1922), even pp. 2-66. 33 pages. Prose. ?c1200.
SH. o |
SWard (Bod) = Sawles Warde, ed. J. A. W. Bennet and G. V. Smithers in

Early Middle English Verse and Prose (Oxford: C1ﬁrendon Press, 1966},

pp. 247-61. 15 pages. Prose. ?c1200. SW. (MS Bod to 259/382 and
MS Roy from 259/382 to end, p. 261.)

Vsp.A.Hom. (Vsp) = Vespian A Homilies, ed. P. Morris in 01d English

Homilies and Homi]etic Treatises of the Twelfth and Thirteenth

Centuries, 1, EETS 29 (1867) and 34 (1868), odd pp. 217-45. 15 pages.
Prose. al225. SE.

Lamb.Hom. (Lamb) = Lambeth Homilies, ed. R. Morris in 0l1d English Homilies

and Homiletic Treatises of the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries,

(EETS 29 (1867) and 34 (1868), odd pp. 3-159. 78 pages. Prose (and
305 1ines of rhymed verse, pp. 55-71). al22s. }\lM‘idJ4
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Wooing Lord (Tit) =’De Wohunge of ure Lauerd, ed. W. Meredith Thompson,
EETS 241 (1955), pp. 20-38. 19 pages (658 lines). Prose. c1225.

SW. (Reference by line.)
Horn (Cmb) = King Horn, ed. W. H. French and C. B. Hale in Middle English

Metrical Romances (New York: Russell & Russell, 1964 [19301]), pp.
256-70. 1,530 lines. Rhymed verse. ?¢1225. SW.

Bestiary (Arun) = A Bestiary, ed. R. Morris in An 01d English Miscellany,

- EETS 49 (1872), pp. 1-25. 802 lines. Rhymed verse. a1250. EMid.

Orison Lord (Lamb) = On Ureisun of ure Louerde, ed. W. Meredith Thompson,

EETS 241 (1955}, pp. 1-4. 4 pages (121 lines). Prose. al1250. SW.
(Reference by iineﬁ)

Lofsong Lefdi (Nero) = On Lofsong of ure Lefdi, ed. W. Meredith Thompson,

241 (1955), pp. 16-18. 3 pages (85 lines). Prose. al250. SW.

(Reference by line.)

Harrow.H. (Dgb) = The Middle English Harrowing of Hell, ed. W. H. Hulme,

EETS ES 100 (1907), even pp. 2-22. 256 lines. Rhymed verse. al250.
SW. ‘ 2
Owl & N. (C1g) = The Owl and the Nightingale, ed. E. G. Stanley

(London: Thomas Nelson and Sons, .1960). 1;794_]ines. Rhymed verse.
al250 (cf. Stanley, p. 19, "1189-1216"). sﬁ{_
1250 — 1300 ‘
Gen.& Ex.(Corp-C) = The Storj.of Genes{s and Exodus, ed. R. Morris, EETS
7(1865; rev. 1873). 4,162 lines. Rhymed verse. ¢T2§0. EMid.
Floris (Cmb) = F]Qriz and Blauncheflur, -ed. G. H. Mck;:z:L, EETS 14 (1901),

right cols. pp. 80-110. 824 lines. Rhymed verse. ¢1250. SK.
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Prov.A1f. (Trin-C) = The Proverbs of Alfred, ed. Olaf S. A. Arngart,
2 vols. (Lund: C. W. K. Gleerup, 1955). 673 lines. Rhymed verse.
c1250. SH.,

Procl.Hen.II1T (PRO) = The Proclamation of Henry I1I, ed. B. Dickins and

R. M. Wilson in Early Middle English Texts (Cambridge: Bowes &
Bowes, 1951), pp. 8-9. 1 page. Prose. 1258. EMid.

BLewes (Hrl1) = Song of the Battle of Lewes, ed. B. Dickins and R. M. Wilson

in Early Middle English Texts (Cambridge: Bowes & Bowes, 1951), pp.

10-12. 46 lines. Rhymed verse. 1265. SW.

Ken.Serm. (Ld) = Kentish Sermons, ed. W. Morris in An 01d English Miscellany,

EETS 49 (1872); pp. 26-36. 11 pages. Prose c¢1275. SE.
SLeg. (Ld) = The Early South-English _Legendary, ed. Carl Horstmann, EETS

87 (1887). 16,389 1ines. Rhymed verse. ¢1280-90 (Horstmann, p. x)..
SW. (Reference Sy legend and line.)

SPass. (Pep} = The Southern Passion, ed. Beatrice D. Brown, EETS 169

(1927). 2,546 lines. Rhymed verse. c1280. SW.

Body & S. (Ld) = The Debate of the Body and the Soul, ed. 0. F. Emerson

in A Middle EnQ]ish Reader (New York: Macmillan, 1905), pp. 47-64.
488 lines, Rhymed verse. al300. EMid.
Fox & W. (Dgb) = The Fox and the Wolf, ed. J. A. W. Bennet and G. V.

Smithers in Early Middle English Verse and PFoseﬁtOxford: Clarendon

Press, 1966), pp. 67-76. 295 lines. Rhymed verse. 7al1300. SW.
Thrush & N. (Dgb) = The Thrush and the Nightingale, ed. B. Dickins and

R. M. Wilson in Early Middle English Texts (London: Bowes & Bowes,

1951), pp. 71-105. *$92 1ines. Rhymed verse. ?al300. SHW.
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L

‘Arth.& M. (Auch) = Of Arthour and of Merlin, ed. 0. D. MacraeeGibsoh,

EETS 268 (1973) and 279 (1979). 9,938 lines. Rhymed verse. ?a1300.
EMid. |

Tristrem (Auch) = Sir Tristrem, ed. George P. ﬂcNei]T.'STS (=The Scottish
Text Society) 8 (1886: rpt. New York: Johnson Reprint, 1966).

3,344 lines. Rhymed verse. ?al300. EMid.

KAlex. (Ld) = Kyng Alisaunder, ed. G. V. Smithers, EETS 227 (1952) and

237 (1957). 8,021 lines. Rhymed verse. ?7al300. EMid. J
1300 — 1350
Assuﬁg.Virg. (Cmb Gg) = The Assumption of Qur Lady, ed. J. R. Lumby

' 7
and G. H. McKnight, EETS 14 (1866; re-ed. 1901), left cols. pp. -

111-18. 240 lines. Rhymed verse. c1300. SW.

*LHaQelok (Ld) = The Lay of Havelok the Dane, ed. W. W. Skeat, EETS ES 4
_7(1868). 3,001 lines. Rhymed verse. ¢1300. EMid.

Glo.Chron. {C1g) = The Metrical Chronicle of Robert of Gloucester, 2 vo1s.,'

ed. W. A. Wright, Rolls Series 86 {1887; rpt. Lessing-Druckerei,
Wiesbaden: Klaus Reprint, 1965)l 12,049 lines. Rhymed verse.

c1300. SW. _
NHom. (Phys-E) = Eriglish Metrical Homilies, ed. John Small (Edinburgh:

W. Paterson, 1862; rpt. New York: AMS Press, 1973). 4,116 lines.
Rhymed verse. ¢1300. N. (Reference by pége and line.) l
NPass. (Cmb Gg 1.1) = The Northern Passion (Supplement), ed. Wilhelm

Heuser and Francis A. Foster, EETS 183 (1930), pp. 1-50. 1,9?4 lines.
Rhymed verse. ?¢1300., EMid.

1
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Guy (Auch) = The Romance of Guy of Warwick, ed. J. Zup1ta EETS 42 (1883)

49 (1887), and 59 (1891). 8,021 ines. Rhymed verse. ?¢1300. EMid,

Bevis (Auch) = The Romance of Sir Beues of Hamtoun, ed. E. K81bing,

EETS ES 46 (1885) and 48 (1886). 4,620 lines. Rhymed verse.
2¢1300. EMid. '

Amis (Auch) = Amis and Amiloun, ed. M. Leech, EETS'éOB (1937). 2,508

lines. Rhymed verse. 7?c1300. EMid.

Spec.Guy (Auch) = Speculum Gy de Warewyke, ed. G. L. Morrill, EETS ES
75 (1898). 1,034 lines. Rhymed verse. ?¢1300. EMid.
Mannyng HS (Hr1) = Robert Mannyng of Brunne's Hand]yngVSynne. ed. F. J.

Furnivall, EETS 119 (1901) and'123 (1903). 12,630 lines. Rhymed
verse. c1303. EMid. | | |

Davy Dreams (Ld) = Adam Davy's 5 Dreams about Edward 1I, etc., ed. F. J.

~ Furnivall, EETS 69. (1878) PP u- T6. - 166 lines. Rhymed verse.

2¢1308. . EMid: - |

'f‘Hern Child. (Au&ﬁ) Horn Ch11de ed Joseph Hall, 1n King Horn (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1901), pp 179 92 1,136 11nes.: Rhymed verse.

1320, EMid. i oo s |

' Medit?Supper (Hr])-- Meditations on the Supper of our Lord, and the Hours

of the Passion, ed J. Meadows Cowper, EETS 60 (1875) 1,142 Tines.
: Rhymed verse. '21325. EMid.
Cursor (Vsp) Cursor Mund1, ed R. Morr1s, EETS 57 (1874) .59 (1875),
. 62 (1876) (1877) 68 (1878) 99 (1892), and 101 (1893).

24 968 lines (1nc]ud1ng Cotton Insert1on 446 lines). Rhymed verse.
al325 (Ms'a1400). N.



P

. i
e . e

. Degare (Auch) - Sir Degarg, ed. w H French and C B Hale in M1dd]e o

Eng]1sh Metr1ca1 Romances (New York Russe]T & Russe11, 1964 [1930 }),

pPp. 288—320 1 073 lines. Rhymed verse al3zs. SH

(1935), pp. 59-146. 2, 786 11nes Rhymed verse 7a1325 ' EMad
Har]ey Lyrics (Hrl = The Har]ey Lyr1cs (= The M1dd1e Engl1sh Lyr1cs

of MS.. Harley 2253), 4th ed , ed 6. L. Brook (Manchester Manchester R

Un1v Press. 1968 [1948 ]) 1,582 11nes _Rnymed ver;e c1325

L sw,i (Reference by poem and 11ne Yo

'Othe( (Auch) The-Romance ‘of Otuel, ed. S. J. H Herrtage EETS ES 39

(1882 rpt 1969), pp. 65-116. 1,738 11ne55.,Rhymed yerse.. c1330f_‘_ |

EM1d

;
Jo W

' Ro]and 8V, (Auch) Rou1and and Vernagu, -ed. S J H Herrtage, EETS -

~ ES 39 (1882 rpt 1969) pp. 37-61. 880 11nes Rhymed- verseﬁ ;
- ¢1330.  EMid. '

'ESeven-Sages (Auch) = The Seven Sages of Rome, ed. K. Brunner;eEETS_191

'(1933).' 3,846 lines. Rhyned Verse c1330. EMid.-
Orfeo (Auch) = Sir Orfeo ed N H French and C. B Ha]e in M1ddle

Eng]1sh Metrmca] Romances (New York: Russel] & Russel] 1964 [1930 ])

PpP- 323-41. 604 lines. Rhymed verse. c1330 Eﬂ1d.

§horeham Poems (Add) e_The Pdems_of William of‘Shoreham, ed. M.-Konrath,

EETS ES 86 (1902). 4,518 lines. ‘Rhymed verse. al333.. SE.
(Reference by page and Tine.) |

M1not Poems (G]b) The Poems of Laurence M1n0t, ed. Joseph Hall (Oxford

Clarendon Press,_1914). 923 lines. Rhymed and partly alliterative
verse. c1333-52. “N. ' '

Taim W

Otuel & R. (Fi1) = Otuel and Roland ed M 1 0" SuT11van EETS 198 {f L

- L T



” ‘_-Hephyng-Chrpn (Petyt & Lanb) = The’ Story of Eng]and by ‘Robert Mannyng |
of Brunne 2 vols. , ed. F. J. Furn1va11 Ro]]s Ser1es 81 (1887; "
‘—‘1Tirpt Less1ng-Druckere1, He1sbaden K]aus Repr1ng, 1965) 16,730
":11nes Rhymed verse. a1338. _EM}d. (MS Petyt: pp. 1-7 [T: 198],
and-Ms Lamb: pp. 7 [1. 199]-580.)" AR

5e_‘£xgg_ (Arun) Dan M1chae1 s Ayenbxte of Inwyt ed. R. Morr1s, rev. Pame]a

Gradon EETS 23 (1866. rev 1965) and 278. (1979 27 pages. Prose.
1340 SE. :

"'3'R011e'Prose (Thrn) Eng]1sh Prose Treat1ses of R1chard Ro]le de Hampo]e,

ed. G G. Perny, EETS 20°(1886; rev. 1921). 48 pages " Prose.

’

L a1349 b

“~"ROT1e Ewr (A11en) = Eng11sh wr1t1ngs of R1chard Relle, ed Hope Em11y
| Al]en (Oxford Clarendon Press, 1931) pp 4-16, 61- 72, and 85- 119

60 pages Prose a1349 N.

o ”Isumb (Clg) S1r Isumbras, ed Ma]dwyn Mills in Six Middle EngT1sh -

Romances,jLondon Dent ; Totowa, N. J : Rowman and Littlefield, 1973),
pp 125-47. 798 11nes - Rhymed verse. a1350 N.

MPPsa]ter (Add) M1d]and Prose Psalter: The Ear11est Complete English

Prose Psa]ter. ed. K. D. Bulbr1ng, EETS 97 (1891) - 179 pages.
Prose a1350; EM1d 'y '

\ S

: 1ege Troz (Suth) The Seege or g\fhyﬂe of Troy, ed. M ‘E. Barn1c1e,

EETS 172 (1927) 2,067 lines. Rtymed verse. ?al350. EMid.

{

left eo1s. even pp. 22-134. 1,759\11nes. Rhymed verse. ?al1350.- N.

M. H. Hulme, EETS ES 700 (1907)

ﬁ1cod, (G]b) G__pe] of Nicodemus, ed.

PN

._/'(
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1350 — 1400

Game1yn (Hrl 7334) = Gamelyn, ed. W. H, French and C. B. Hale in Middle -

Eng1ishAMet?icaI Romances (New'York: Russell & Russell, 1964 [193013),
pp. 209-35. 902 lines. Rhymed verse. c1350. EMid.
-Eglam. (Thrﬁ7L= Syr Eglamour of Artof53 ed. F. E. Riﬁhardson,’EETS 256

(1965). 1,335 Tines. Rhymed verse. c1350. N.

Alex.Maced. (Grv) = Alisaunder of Macedoine {= A]ei. Fragment A), ed.” .
W. W. Skeat, EETS ES 1 (1867), pp. 117-218. 1,249 lines. Alliterative
verse. c1350. WMid. ' '

'_Aléx.& D. (Bod)_= Alexander and Dindimus (= Alex. Fragment_B), ed. W. W.
| Skeat, EETS ES 31 (1878). 1,139 lines. *Alliterative verse. cl1350.
WMid.

- Octav. (Cmb) = Octavian, ed. Maldwyn Mills in Six Middle Enclish Roﬁances_‘

(London: Dent, ]973){ Pp. 75f124{ 1,791 Tings; Rhymed verse._t;]350;_N:

Jos.Arim. (Vrn) = Joseph of Arimathie, ed. W. W. Skéat, EETS 84 (1871),
pp. 1-23. 709 lines. Alliterative verse. ?c1350. WMid.

Ywain {61b) = Ywain and Gawain, ed. A. B. Friedman.and N. T. Harringtan,

-
.

EETS 254 (1964). 4,032 lines. Rhymed verse. ?c1350. N.

Winner & W. (Add) = A Good Shoft Debate between winﬁer and Waster, ed.

I. Gollnacz (London: Oxford Univ. Press; rpt. Cambridge: D. S. Brewer,
.1974). 503 lines. Alliterative verse. c1353. EMid.

Chaucer BD (Rob.) = Chaucer: The Book of the Duchess, €d. F. N. Robinson

in The Complete Works of Geofftgy Chaucer, 2nd ed. (London: Oxfordl‘
Univ. Press, 1957), pp. 267-79. 1,334 lines. Rhymed verse. 1369.
. EMid. | -



~ RSicily (Vrn) Robert of Sicily, ed. W. H. French and C. B. Hale in
" Middle English Mgtr1ca1 Romapces (New York: Russe]l & Russell, - 1964

- [1930'1), pp. 933-46. 444 lines. Rhymed verse. al370. EMid.

‘WPal. (KC) = The Romance of William of Palerne, ed. W. W. Skeati EETS
© ES1(1867). 5,560 Tines. Alliterative verse: al375. EMid.
Bruce (StJ C & Adv) John B&rbour: Thé'Brhcé, ed. W. W. Skeat,'EETé .

‘ES 11 (]870), 21 (1874), 29 (1877), and 55l(18895. 13,684 Tines.
Rhymed verse. 1375, N(“Scottish"). |

Chaucer Anel. {Rob.) = Chaucer: Anelida and Arcite, ed. F. N. Robinson i

The Complete Works of Geofffey'Chaucer; 2nd éd, (London: Oxford.Univ.

Press, ]957), pp. 304-08. 357 lines. Rhymed verse. c¢1375. EMid.

NHom.Pass. (Rwl) = The Northern Passion (Supp1emeh

. Heuser and

F. A. Foster, EETS 183 (1930), pp. 51-142. 3,57 _Rhymed

verse. .7c1375 N.

'Chaucer "Short Poems" (Rob. f, ed. F. N. Robinson in The Co'p1ete Works of

Geoffery Chaucer 2nd ed. (London: Oxford Univ. Press, 1957); pp. 524-

- 43.° 1,379 lines. Rhymed verse, c1370-a1400. EMid. Reference by

pdem and line.)

Chaucer CT (Rob.) = Chaucer: The Canterbur a]es,'ed F. N. Robinson in

The complete Norks of Geoffery Chaucé; 2nd ed. {London: Oxford Un1v

Press, 1957), pp. 17-265. 249 pages E:R\nglﬂffn s edition}. Rhymed

© verse and prose. c1375-a1400. EMid. . ° \\_‘\\\\‘%
PP1.B (Ld) = The Visionlof William concéfning Piers the Plowm n.(B-text),

"ed. W, W. Skeat, 2 vo1s;-(London: Oxford Univ. Press, 1961 [18 6'1).

- 7,241 iines A111terat1ve verse. SW.

* Firumb. (Ashm) = Sir Ferumbras ed. S. J. H. Herrtage- EETS ES 34 (1879

rpt. 1966). 5,790-11nes. Rhymed verse. ¢1380. - SW.
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Chaucer PF (Rob.) = Chaucer: The Parliament of Fowls, ed. F. N. Robinson

in The Complete Works of Geoffrey Chaucer, 2nd ed. (London:: Oxford

. " Univ. Press, 1957), ppl 310-18. 699 lines. Rhymed verse. ¢1380. EMid.

Chaucer HF (Rob.) = Chaucer: The House of Fame, ed. F. N. Robinson in

The Complete Works of Geoffrey-Chaucer,-2nd-ed. (London: Oxford Univ.

Press, 1957), pp. 282-302. 2,158 lines. Rhymed verse. ¢1380. EMid.

Chaucer Bo. (Rob.) = Chaucer: Boece, ed. F. N. Robinson in,Tﬁe Compliete

Works of Geoffrey Chaucer, 2nd ed. (Londoh: Oxford Univ. Press, 1957},
pp. 320-é4. 65 pages. Prose. c1380. EMid. -
Pearl (Nero} = Pearl, edl E. V. Gordon {Oxford: p]ﬁrendon Press, 1953).
1,212 Tines. Alliterative and rhymed verse. ?c1380. WMid.
| Eg:j;xjs(Nero) = Eggigx, ed. R. Menner (New Haven, Conn.: Yale Univ.
Press, 1920). 1,812 lines. Alliterative verse. 7c1380. WMid.
Patience (ﬁero) = Patjence, ed. J. J. Anderson (Manchester: Manchester
Univ. Press, 1969). 532 lines. Alliterative verse. ?c1380. WMid.
Wycl.Leaven (Corp-C) = "Of the Leaven of Pharisees" in The English Works

of Wyclif, ed. F. D. Matthew, EETS 74 (1880; rev. 1902), pp. 2-27.

26 pages. Prose. c1383. EMid. "

Chaucer TC (Rob.) = Chaucer: Troilus and Criseyde, ed. F. N. Robinson in

The Complete Works of Geoffrey Chaucer, 2nd ed. (London: Oxford Univ.
Press, 1957), pp. 389-473. 8,239 lines. Rhymed verse. ¢1385. EMid.

(Reference by book and line.)}

Usk TL (Skeat) = Thomas Usk's Testment of Love, ed. W. W. Skeat in

Tﬁe Complete Works of Géoffrey Chaucer, VII: Chaucerian and Other

Pieces (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1897), pp. 1-145. 145 pages.
Prose. ¢1385. EMid. (Reference by book, chapter, and Tine.)
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Al

Chaucer LGW (Rob.) = Chaucer- The Legend of Good Nomén ed. F. N. Robinson

in The Comp]ete Works. of Geoffrey Chaucer 2nd ed. (London Oxford

Univ. Press, 1957), pp. 482-518. 2,723 11nes. Rhymed verse. c1386.
EMid. - ‘

St.Erk. {Hr1} = St. Erkenwald, ed. H. L.fSavage (New Haven: Yale Univ.

Press, 1926). 352 lines. Alliterative verse. c1386. WMid.

Gawain (Nero) = Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, ed. J. R. R. Tolkien
and E. V. Gordon, rev. Norman Davis (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1967).
2,531 lines. Alliterative verse. 7c1390. WMid.

Chaucer Astr. (Rob.) = Chaucer: A Treatise of.the Astrolabe, ed. F. N.

Robinson in The Complete Works of Geoffery Chaucer, 2nd ed. (London:
Oxford Univ. Press, 1957), pp. 545-63. 19 pages. Prose. 1391. EMid.
Gower CA (Frf) = Confessio Amantis: Thé Eng]fsh Works of John Gower3r"

ed. G. C. Macaulay, EETS ES 81 (1900) and 82 (1901). 33,444 Tines.
Rhymed verse. al393. EMid. '

PP1.Creed (Trin-C) = Pierce the Ploughmans Crede, ed. W. W. Skeat,

EETS 30 (1867; rpt. 1969). 855 lines. Alliterative verse. ?c1395.
SH. ' o : s

Amadace {IrB1) = Sir Amadace, éd. M. Mills in Six Middle English” Romances

(London: Dent, 1973), pp. 181-92. 840 lines. Rhymed verse.’ al400.
WMid. '

‘PCOhSC. (G1b) = The Prick of Conscience, ed. R. Morris (Berlin: A. Asher

& Co., 1863; rpt. New York: AMS Press, 1973). 9,624 lines. Rhymed
verse. al400. N. ‘

. Athelston (Cai) = Athelston, ed. W. H. French and C. B. Hale in Middle
English Metrical Romances (New York: Russe11 & Russe]i; 1964 [1930]]),

pp. 179-205. 812 lines. Rhymed verse. al400. EMid.



Chev.Assigne (C1g) = Chevelere Assigne, ed. W. H. French and C. B..Hale

- in Middle English Metrical Romances (New York: Russell & Russell, .
1964 [1930'1), pp. 853-73. *370 lines.. Alliterative verse. al400.
EMid. | '

Siege Jerus. (Ld) = The Siege of Jerﬁsa]em, ed. E. K81bing and M. Day,
EETS 188 (1932). 1,334 lines. Alliterative verse. al400. WMid.
Awntyrs Arth. (Thrn) = The Awntyrs off Arthure at the Terne Wathelyn,

ed.- Ralph Hanna 111-(Manchester: Manchester Univ. Press, 1974). 715
lires. Alliterative and rhymed verse. al400. -WMid.

-Desf.Tfoz (Htrn) = The 'Gest Hystoriale' of the Destruction of Troy, ed.

G. A. Panton and D. Donaldson, EETS 39 {1869) and 56 (1874). 14,044

lines. Alliterative verse. 7al400. "WMid.-

Part.3 Ages (Thrn) = The Parlement of the Thre Ages, ed. M. Y. Offord,

EETS 246 (1959). 665 lines. Alliterative verse. 7al400. EMid.

CTbud‘(Hr] 674)= The Cloud of Unknowing, ed. Phyllis Hodgson, EEfS 218
(1944; rpt. 1973). 133 pages. Prose. .?a1400. EMid. -

RRose (Htrn: Rob.) = The Romaunt of the Rose, ed. F. N. Robinson in

The Complete HOﬁks of Geoffery Chaucer, 2nd ed. (Londqn: Oxford Univ.

Press, 1957), pp. 565-637. - 7,696 lines. Rhymed verse. ?al400.
EMid. '

Wars Alex. (Ashm) = The Wars of Alexander (= Alex. Fragment C), ed.

W. W. Skeat, EETS ES 47 (1886). 5,677 lines. Alliterative verse.
?a1400. N.

Siege Milan (Add) = The Sege off Melanye, ed. S. J. H. Herrtage, EETS ES
35 (1880), pp. 1-52. 1,602 lines. Rhymed verse. ?a1400. N.

23
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Perceval (Thrn) = Sir Pérceval of Galles, ed. W. H. Frenﬁh and C. B.

Hale in Middle English Metrical Romances {(New York: Russell & Russe11;

1964 [1930'1), pp. 531-608. 2,288 lines. Rhymed verse. ?al400. N.
Roland & 0. (Add) = The Romance of Duke Rowland and Sir Otuell of Spayne,

ed. S. J. H. Herrtage, EETS ES 35 (1880), pp. 55-104. 1,596 lines.
Rhymed verse. ?al400. N. l '

Launfal (Clg) = Sir Launfal, ed. W. H. French and C. B. Hale in Middle
Fnglish Mefﬁjca1 Romances- (New York: Russell & Russell, 1964 []9301]),

pp..345-80. 1,044 lines. Rhymed verse. ?al400. SE.
\\QuafFEf.Love (Add) = The Quatrefoil of Love, ed, I.'G0]1ancz_and M. M.

Weale, EETS 195 (1935). 520 lines. Alliterative and rhymed verse.

?al400. N. _ ) ‘
KEdw.& S. (Cmb) = King Edward and the Shepherd, ed. W. H. French and C. B.

Hale in Mijddle English Metrical Romances (New York: Russell & Russell,

1964 [19301]), pp. 950-85. .1,090‘1ines. Rhymed verse. 7al400. N.

“Morte Arth. (Thrn) = Morte Arthure [A]literatiye), ed. E. Brock, EETS 8

(1865; rpt. 1967). 4,346 Tines. Alliterative verse. ?al400. N.
Le Morte Arth. (Hrl} = Le Morte Arthur [Stanzaic], ed. J. D. Bruce,

EETS ES 88 (1903; rpt. 1959). 3,969 lines. Rhymed verse. .7al1400.

EMid.
1400 — 1450 - '
BK.Lond.E.]6= A Book of London English 1384-1425, ed. R. W. Chambers and

M. Daunt (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1931). Approx. 195 pages. Prose
_\\h’/ 1384-1425. EMid. (Reference by chapter, section, and line.)
yaﬁdev. (Tit) = Mandeville's Travels, ed. P. Hamelius, EETS 153 (1919)

and 154 (1923). 211 pages. Prose. ¢1400. EMid. ,
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Emare (c1g) = Emaré, ed..W. H. French and C. B. Hale in Middle English

Metrical Romances (New York: Russell & Russell, 1964[1930]]), pp. 423-

35. 1,035 lines. Rhymed verse. ¢l1400. EM1d.
Ld.Troy (Ld) = The Laud Trqx_Book, ed. J.E. Wlilfing, EETS 121 (1902)

and 122 (1903). 18,664 lines. Rhymed verse. c1400. EMid.
St.Anne (Min—U) = The Middle English Stanzaic Versions of the Life of

*Saint Anne, ed. R.E. Parker, EETS 174 (1928). 3,546 1ines. Rhymed
verse. c¢1400. N.
Cleges (Adv) = Sir Cleges, ed. W. H. French and C. B. Hale in Middle
English Metrical Romances (New York: Russell & Russell, 1964‘[193&)]),

pp. 877-85. 552 lines. Rhymed verse. c1400. WMid.
Hyc).PreTates (Corp-C) = "Of Prelates" in The English Works of Wyclif,

ed. F. D. Matthew, EETS 74 (1880; rev. 1902), pp. 55-107. 53 pages.
Prose. <¢1400. EMid.

. Gowther (Adv) Sir Gowther, ed. M. Mills in Six M1dd1e Engl1sh Romances

(London: Dent, 1973), pp. 148-68. 750 1ines. Rhymed verse. ?7c1400.:
EMid. -~ ‘

EToulouse {Cmb) = The Earl of Tou]ouse ed W.-H. French and C. B. Hale

L-‘n Middle English Metrical ‘Romances (New York: Russe]] & Russell,
1964 []930.]). pp. 383-419. 1,224 Tines. Rhymed verse. ?¢1400.
EMid.

Berxh (Nth1d) = The Tale of Beryn, ed. F. J. Furn1va] and N G. Stone,

EETS ES 105 (1909) 4.024 lines- Rhymed verse. ?c1400 EMid.

Song Roland (Lnsd} = Fragment of the Song of Roland, EETS ES 35 (1880),
‘pp. 107-36. 1.049 lines. Rhymed verse. ?c1400. EMid:
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Lydg.- RS (Frf) = Lydgate's Reson and Sensualyte, ed. E. Sieper, EETS ES

84 (1901) and 89_§]903). 7.042 lines. Rhymed verse. 7?cl1408. EMid.

Hoccl. RP (Hf]) = Hoccleve's Regement of Princes, ed. F. J. Furnivall,

EETS ES 72 (1897). 5,439 Tines. Rhymed verse. <¢1412. EMid.
Mirk Fest. (Gough) = Mirk's Festial, ed. T. Erbe, EETS ES 96 (1905).

288 pages. Prose. a1455.‘,HMid.

Lydg. TG (Tan) = Lydgate's Temple of Glas, ed. J. Schick, EETS ES 60
(18915 rpt. 1924). 1,403 lines. Rhymed verse. 21420. EMid.

Alph.Tales (Add) = An Alphabet of Tales, ed. Mary M. Banks, EETS 126

© (1904) and 127 (1905). 532 pages. Prose. c1420. N.

Lydg. ST (Arun) =ALydgaté's Siege of Thebes, ed. Axel Erdmann, EETS ES
108 (1911) and 125 (1930);- 4,716 1ines. Rhymed verse. 7?cl1421.
EMid.

" Ben.Rule (thﬁ) = The Northern Prose.Version‘of the Rule of Sf. Benet,

ed. E. A. Kock, EETS 120 (1902), pp. 1-47 pages. Prose.
al425. N. o '

Castle Persev. (Folg) = The Castle of Perseverance: The Macro Plays., ed.

" Mark Eccles, EETS 262 (1969), pp; 3-117. 3,648 lines. Rhymed verse.
EMid. | a

| Chester Pi. {Hnt) = The Chester Mystery Cjcle, ed. R. M. Lumiansky .&nd

© David Mills, EETS SS 3 {1974). 11,075 lines. Rhymed verse. ?al425.
WMid. (Reference by page and line.)

Avow.Arth. (I;Bl) = The Avowing:of King Arthur.ISir Gawain, Sir Kay,

and Baldwin of Britain, ed. W. H. French and C. B. Hale in Middle

Eng]ish Metrical Rdmances.(New York; Rus§é11.& Russell, 1964 [193b]]),

pp. 667;46. 1,148 lines. Rhymed verse. 7?7ci425. WMid..

LY



Audelay Poems (Dc) = The Poems of John Audelay, ed. E. K. Whiting, EETS

184. 6,375 lines. Rhymed verse. ¢1426. WMid. (Reference by boem

and line.)}

~ MKempe (Butler-Bowden) = The Book of Margery Kempe, ed. S. B. Meech

and H. E. Allen, EETS 212 (1940). 254 pages. Prose. al438. EMid.
- Degrev. (Thrn) = The Romance of Sir Degrevant, ed. L. F. Casson, EETS

221 (1941), 1,920 Tines. Rhymed verse. ° c1440. N.
PLAlex. (Thrn). = The Prose Life bf Alexander, ed. J. S.'Westlake, EETS

1143 (1913). 115 pages. Prose. c1440. N. -

. dacob's W. (Sal) = Jacob's Well, ed. Arthur Brandeis, EETS 115 (1900).
313 pages. Prose. c1440. EMid. '

Bokenham Sts. (Arun) = Bokenham's Legendys of Hooly Wummen {Lives of

the Saints}, ed. M. S. Serjeantson, EETS 206 (1938). 10,616 Tines.
Rhymed verse. 1443-47. EMid.

Pecock Donet (Bod) = The Donet by Reginald Pecock, ed. E. V. Hitchcock,

EETS 156 (1921). 214 pages. Prose. c1445. EMid.

York P1. (Add) = York Plays, ed. Lucy Toulmin Smith (Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1885; rpt. New York: Russell & Russell, 1963). 13,211
lines. Rhymed verse. al45D. N. (Reference by page and line.)

Death & L. {Pcy) = Death and'Liffe, ed. James H. Hanford and J. M.

Steadman, Jr. in Studies in Philology 15 (1918}, pp. 221-94. 459
lines. Alliterative verse. ald50. WMid. |
Gener. (Trin-C) =.Generydes, ed. W. A. Wright, EETS 55 (1873) and 70
- (1878). 6,995 lines. Rhymed verse. al450. EMid.



28

Tourn.Tott. (Hrl) = The Tournament of Tottenham, ed. W. H. French and

C. B. Hale in Middle English Metrical Romances (New York: Russell &

Russell, 1964 [1930']), pp. 990-98. 234 lines. Rhymed verse.
a1450. N, | ‘ ' L

GRom. (Hrl) = The Ea;1y English Versions of the Gesta Romanorum, ed.

S. J. H. Herrtage, EETS ES 33 (1879). 428 pages. Prose. ?al450.
EMid.
1450 — 1500

Paston (Da\n‘s)]7 = Paston Letters and Papers of the Fifteenth Century,
"~ ed. Norman Davis,72 vols. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971 & 1976).
1,288 pages. Prose. 1425—1520. EMid. (Reference by document and -

line.)

Scrdpe DSP (Bod) = The Dicts and Sayings of the Philosophers [Scrope
Text], ed. Curt F. BUhler, EETS 211 (1941), even pp. 2-292. 146
pages: Prose. 1450. EMid.

‘Capgr. St.Kath. (Arun 396) = The life 6f Sf: Katherine of Alexandria,

by John Capgrave, ed. Carl Horstmann, EETS 100-(1893), odd pp.

3-261; pp. 262-403.° 8,619 lines. Rhymed verse. cl450. EMid.

(Reference by book and 1ine.)

Capar. St.Aug. (Add) = John' Capgrave's Lives of St. Augistine and St.’

Gilbert of Sempringham, and a Sermon, ed. J.’J. Munro, EETS 140
(1910), pp.-1-60. '60 pages. Prose. c1450: EMid. - .
Heriin (Cmb) = Merlin, or The Early History of King_Arthur. ed. H. B.

Wheatley, EETS 10 (1865), 21 (1866), 36 (1869),.and 112 (1899).

- LN

697 pages. Prose. - 7c1450.
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Capgr. St.Gilb. (Add) = John Capgrave's Lives of St. Augustiné and St.
 Gilbert of Sempringham, and a Sermon, ed. J. J: Munro, EETS 140

{1910), pp. 61-142, 82 pages " Prose.- 1451 EM1d
. Pecock Fol. (Roy) = The Fo1ewer to the Donet by Reg1na1d Pecock ,’ ed

' E1s1e V. H1tchcock EETS 164 (1924 rpt. 1971). 227 pages. Prose.
c1454, EMid..

«

Towneley P1. (Hnt) = The Towne]ey P]ays ed. G. Eng]and and A W. P011ard

EETS ES 71 (1897). 12, 276 lines. Rhymed verse. a1460: EMid.
(Reference by page and. ]1ne }

DSPhilos. {Helm) = The Dicts and Sayinds of the Ph11osophers, ed. Curt

F. Buhler, EETS 211 (1941), odd pp. 3-293. 146 pages. Prose.
al660.  EMid, P

Capgr. Chron. (Cmb) = The Chronicle of England, by John Capgrave; &d.

Francis C. Hingeston, Rolls Series 1 (1858; rpt. Nendeln,-Liechtenstein: -

Kraus Reprint, 1972). 317 pages. Prose. ald64. EMid.

Mankind (Folg) = Mankind: The Macro Plays, ed. Mark Eccles, EETS 262
(1969), pp. 154-84. ‘914 lines. Rhymed verse. cl465-70. EMid.’

' ﬂisd: (Fo]g) H1sdom The Macro Plays, ed. Mark Ecc]es, EETS 262 (1969),
" pp. 114-52. 1,163 Tines. Rhymed verse. c1465,70.o-EM1d.

Malory Wks. (Nin-Col]ege) = The Works of Sir Thomas Malory, 2nd ed.,
 ed. Eugdne Vinaver'(Ldndon: Oxford Univ. Press, 1971). 726 pages.
Osd. a1470. EMid. |

(S]n) = The Boke of‘Curtasye ed. F. J. Furnival in Early

qu]1s‘ Meals and Manners EETS 32 (1868 rpt 1969), pp. 299-327. . ;
B48 1ines. Rhymed verse.’ a1475 WMid. ' '

»
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i_fLudus C. (Vsp) Ludus Coventr1ae or. the P]a1 Cal]ed Corpus Chr1st1, ed
K. S Block EETS ES 120 (1922) 11 394 lines. Rhymed verse.
- 31475 EM1d (Reference by page and. 11ne )

 Ass. Gods (Tr1n C) -'The Assemb]y of - Gods ed 0. L. Tr1ggs EETS ES 69

(1896).' 2, 107 lines.. Rhymed 'verse. ?al475. EMid. |
RCoilyear (Adv) The Ta111 of Rauf Coilyear, ed. Sidney J. H. Herrtage,
EETS ES 39 (1882) PP.. 3 33, 975 11ne5. Rhymed verse. ¢1475

(Prlnted ed.;1572). N. o |

'J_ ely (PRO) = The Ce]y Letters 1472 1488, ed. ATison Hanham, EETS 273

(]975) 247 pages Prose 1472-88. EMid.

: Caxton Pro] & Ep11e = Caxton s Own Prose (Pro]ogues, epilogues, colophons,
& 1nterpo]at10ns), ed. N. F. Blake (London: André Deutsch, ]973){»
pp 55 143 89 pages Prose 1474-90. EM1d

'”Caxtoh ng_ ‘Caxton: The H1story of Reynard the Fox ed. N F. B]ake,

EETS 263 (1970) 110 pages Prose. 1481 EM1d

:_ Caxton Cur1a1 Caxton The - Cur1a1 made by maystere A1a1n Charret1er,
ed P Meyer and F. J. Furn1va]1 EETS ES 54 (1888). 16 pages,
- Prose.- 1484, EMid. | |

R Caxton_Par1s’e.Caxton Par1s and V1enne ed. MacEdward Leach EETS 234,

o (1957). - 78 pages. Prose 1485. EM1d
3 fCahtoh Charles = Caxton: The Lyf of the Noble and. Crysten Prynce Char]es :

‘the Great ed S J H. Herrtage, EETS 36 (1880) and 37 (1881)
249 pages Prose 1485 EM1d

: Caxton Blanch Caxton 5 B]anchardyn and Eg]antlne ed. Leon Ke1]ner,.' -

EETS ES 58 (1890) 204 pages. Prose. c1489. EM1d,

-



Caxtdn En. Caxton s Eneydos ed. W. T, Cu]]ey and F. J. Furpivall,

EETS ES 57 (1890) 157 pages. Prose. 1490. EMid. )
Treat.L. (Mrg) =:The Tretyse of Love, ed. John H. Fisher, fEfS 223

"(1§51) 130 pages. Prose. cl493. EMid.

. verz@an {(Hnt) = Everyman, ed. A. C. Cawe1ey (Mancq}sterc Manchester -

Un1vﬁ Press, 1961). 921 lines. Rhymed verse. c1495. EMid.

Lancelot (Cmb) = The ‘Romans of Lancelot of thé_Laik;.éd. W. W. Skeat,

",-EETS 6 (1865; rev. 1870; rpt..i965). ‘3.487.1ines. -Rhymed ‘verse.

-

a1500 N.' e ":,‘ IR , ?,_ :

P artenax (Tr1n C) = The Romans of Partenay or of Lus1gnen, ed. W, W,

' Skeat EETS 22 (1866 rev. 1899); 6,615.11nes, Rhymed yerse.
als500. EMid. | .

Golagrus & G. (Chepman & My]]ar) The Kn1ght]y Ta]e of Go]agros and

nt

' Gawane ed. F. Madden in Syr Gawayne A Co]]ect1on of Ancient L

i ‘Romance Poems, by Scott1sh and Eng11sh Authors, ‘Relating to that -

‘

" Celebrated Kn1ght of the Rdund Tab1e (1839 rpt New york AMS Press)

"pp. 131-83. 1,362 1)nes A111terat1ve and rhymed verse. a]SOO

N.
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': . . NOTES 70O INTRODUCTION

1 .
Someesgholars distinguish between the gerund (uhen

the verbal fonce 1s syntactical]y récognizable) and the
verbal noun (when the verbal force is not Syntactica]ly
recognizable). On the futi]ity of such a distinct1on,

. however, ‘see Poutsma 1926..ppf.504-07, and Curme 1931, P. .
.483. The term *gerund’ s ono emp]oyed_tor the OE.

'infinjtive affer‘gg. ending in -enne, -anne (e.g. J.d.

.Ferrar 1902), which is not our present concern.

.2' . v
As’ noted 1n OED Asav. -1n9]), the <ung variant

‘which obtalned 1n OE rapid]y d1€d out in early HE be1ng
scarcely used after 1250. In our mater1a1, only a few texts

such as Peterb. Chronfland the Katherine Group prov1de

-.examples of 1t as ﬁn- Peterb Chron. 18/3 on hergunge; St.

' arg' 38711 of pin easkunge, HMaid. 17/178 from rotunge;

'SHand..247/}6 under wittes wissunge; etc.

3 : S . ' : - :
It must not, of course, be inferred that. all nominal

. forms in -ing which have been'deriyed from verbs should

be regarded'as gerunds. Hany (é g., wedding, Ealling,

'covering, c]oth1ng. paintinqi,buildings, etc.) do not

denote any action or state at all and are. therefore, to be
'treated as pure nouns, Cff “Deverbal nouns” ¥n Quirk et al.

1972, p. 134 (sec. 4.10).



4 ' '
See the comment 1n 0ED (s v. =in 12) that this

-
notab]e development “is peculi to Engllsh, of uhich 1t is
a2 characteristic and most'importaht feature. 1t was unkn0wn
to OE and early ME."

5 - T LT
-See, for instance; OED, s.v. -in 12; Jespersen, ' //f

: Growth, sec. 208; Bfgholm 1939, P. 256;:etc- See 5150 Curme
1912, p. 353,

R 6’ - ’ . L. ' N . R . ;3. :
Visser's work, which presents most of" the data :

col]ected by earlter scho]ars. covers OE HE, and HodE, and'
his coverage of early HodE 1s ‘especially complete, drawingf
as. it does, from h1s earl1er three vo]umed A. Sznta of the
English Language of St. Thomas More. (1946 52)

7
The Development of the =ing- Ending of the Verba]

Noun and the Present Particip]e from c.700 to c.1400 (The

Univ. of Hiscons1n diss., 1967)

8 : .
The phonological and morphological aspects of the

gerund have been amply discussed by CE and ME scholars
(e. g.‘Langenhove 1925 and Irwin 1967). In the présent work,
they are. touched upon only when they seem to be of interest

for the study of the syntactic aspects.
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9
It should-also be emphasized that, with the growing

popularity of" theoretical 11ngu1stics, the need for

- empirica] data- orienteh 1nvestigat1ons 1ike this study has

{
grown rather than dimingshed. Cf. Anderson 1973, p. 5, and
Rydén 1979, p. 37.

10 ]
"Exceptions include Thq Stonor Letters-and Papers,

'1290-1483, Higden's‘Polyéhronicon (al387), and m,

Sh1111ngford s Letters- and Papers, 1447- 50 to which

regrettably 1 have had no access. - *

-~

11 .
In this. connection, I would 1ike to, quote the

féllowing remarks by P. Roberts and R..Quirk, respectively:

“Counting...will not solve all prob]ems...ﬁpt it
‘will solve many, and it does seem absurd to arque about
what the facts may be‘when it is poss1b]e to know what the
facts are."" DRoberts 1852, Pe 178]

*...the frequengy>survey is a]so'a sure way of

determining and }ankiﬁg‘the;f$atures that condition‘)
variation in grammatical structure.” [Quirk 1958, p. 42]

12 _ -
Fundamental problems connected with the coverage,

dates and dialects of the texts se]ecteq in studying ME
‘usage are lucidly discussed by Kje]lier (1971, pp. 113-17).
See also MED, “Plan and Bib]iography"; pp. 17-18.



13 C . .
Note that "WMid"™ and “SW"“ in MED correspond to

“North-West Midland" and “Southwestern + South-West
' Midland" respectively in the traditional classification.

14 . _ - Lo
MED (“Plan and Bibliography,” p. 11) places the work

under EMid, which is probably a'sTip, as is rightly pointed
out by Kjellmer 1971, p. 122.

15
Listed in MED as Cleanness (Nero).

16 : '
Although dated 1384-1424, the work is placed. under

the period 1400-1450, because the majority of the document s
collected belong to the first quarter of the 15th centuﬁy.'

17 o
Placed here under 1450-1500, because the greater

part of the text was written in the second half of the 15th"

century.

35



CHAPTER 1

GERUND WITH OBJECT

The gerund developed. in the.OE'beriod as- a pure
noun. Its logical object (i.e. the object of the verbal
concept implied in it) was, therefore, expressed in the
genitive (possessive).‘and']ater. as a result of the
tendency to use analytic patterns in plqce of synthetic
: ones, in the periphrastic genitive with of. This eobject
also formed the first part of a compound (e.g. blood-
Jeiting). In the course of the ME period, however, the
gerund also began‘to take an “accusative™ or direct object
witﬁout the help of the preposition of. In ME, fherefore
Aconstruct1ons of the gerund with its ObJECt may roughly be
cla551f1ed into the following six types

Type 1 =_obJect1ve genitive (possessive) + gerund

(e.g. Bev1s 4566 at pe kinges couroning;

Launfal 78 He most to hys beryynge);

Type 11 = ObJECt + gerund (e.g. Rolle Prose 22/19 20

be othir p;gnaunce doynge);

Type II1 = gerund + of-adjunct (e.g. Alex.Maced. 430

He was chosen for cheefe in chesing of werre);
2 , ‘ )
Type 1V = determiner + gerund + of-adjunct (e.g.
Morte Arth. 2377 for the beryenge of his bolde

knyghtez);

[36]
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Type V = gerund + object (e.g. Des.Tro!.1123D in
" sauyng hor lyuis);

Type VI = determiner + gerund + object (e.g. Caxton

Reyn. 24/7-8 The wythholdyng you fro it can doo
yOW no good). _

In Types I and II the object has fronf-p091tibn; in 111 QQE.
IV it has post-position and is'preceded'by the prepdsition
of; and in ¥ and VI it has post-position anﬁ is diréctly
‘joined to the gefund. 0f these six types, I, IIl, and IV
are obviously strongly nominal in chafacter. the ~ing form
hévfng no syptacticai verbal force at all, hhéreas ih ¥ and.
VI the -ing form is syntactically vefbal in that it governs
an objec; without a preposition. Type II, uhich‘retains
véstiges of OE sjnthetic expressions as will be discussed
later, is tr&nsitiona] from nbmina] to verbal, sometimes
;érbal, sometimes nopina], dependiné upon the context 1in
'which'it occurs. Of incidental interest is the fact that in
Present-day English only Types IV aﬁd V are the regular
constructions when the gerund has an object, the former
being 'nominal' and the latter 'verbal'. . o

The texts examined provide 4,959 examples of the
gerund with its objé:t kTypes I-¥I}. The following. is a
tabular statement of the frequency of each type in the
respective texts examined; for the Sle of‘convenience the
number of occurrences of the gerund with an adverbial

adjunct will also be given here, although discussion will
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~ be postponed to Chapter II] " (A = gerundial compound
'édverbiaT element + ggrund'; B = gerund + adverb; and

C = ‘gerund + adverb phrase):



TABLE 1
3

Occurrence of Gerund with Object {and Gerund with

1100-1150

Peterb.Chron.

1150-1200
Bod,Hom

PMor.

Horc.Frag.
Lay.Brut

Trin.Hom.

Ancr. =

1200-1250
Vices & V.
* ora.
St.Kath.

St.Juliana

*gi.narg.
HMaid.

SHard_

ng.A.Hom
Lamb.Hom

., Adverbial Adjunct)

" With Object With Adverbial
: _ Adjunct
SR S O L A T A B ¢
6 2 o0 o0 o \\o 0 0 0
SO
1 0 0 .o Ei;:iEb‘Tj——r-' 2
. S
6 o0 o0 0 o 6 M0 o
0o 0 © o0 o 0 o o
0 @ o0 0 o 0 0 o0
1 1 4~ 0 o0 o0 0 1 3
7 5 19 8 0 0 1 1 3
)
6 © .4 0 0 o 6 0 o
o 1 0 4 0 © 1 0 0
0 0 0. 1 © o0 0- 0
0 0 0 -1 0 0 6 0 -0
o, 0 0 o 0 -0 1 0 o
1 1 6 1 o0 o 0 2 0
2 0 0 o0 o0 0 0 o0 0.
o o0 o 0o 0o o 0 o0 0
7 1 0 o 0 o 0 1 o

39



Wooing Lord

Horn

Bestiar!_

Orison Lord

.Lofsong Lefdi
'Harrow.H.
Owl & K.
i250-1306
Gen.4 Ex.
Floris
.Prov.A]f.

Proc.Hen.I11]

Blewes
Ken.Serm.’

L -

E

"SPass.

Body & S,

Tristrem
KAlex.
- 1300-1350

Assump.Virg.

Have]ok.

o o oo o

—

G O w ©

S W

o

[=]

o o o o

c O v o o

s O N

40

o o

—

o o o o

o o o

o o W

o O O o o o ©

o o o o o o o 0o oo o ©

[ == T = R

(= = B < |

o

o

o © o o o o o

o

o

o o o o©

—

o ©

o -

[==] o o o

o O O N

o w o o

(= (=] L= 2 =]

o < L] o (=T -

© © © © © o o

o N O o O O

40,



Glo.Chron.
NHom.

NPass.

Spec.Guy
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dey Dreams
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A cursory glance at the ‘above table.shows that the gerund
with an object of its own remains infrequent until the
close of_the 13th century, but thén occurs with 1ncréasing
fréqueﬁéy~(in all kinds of writings), becoming remarkably
- common in late ME, e?pecially in Bk.Lond.E. (1384-1425),"
Jacob's W. (c.1440), Pecock Donet (c.1445), Pecock Fol.
(c.1454), and Paston (1442- -1520), to mention a feﬁ._lt fs

a]so to be noted that the construct1qn is of a wider range ‘

in Pecock than in any other writer or work .,

The data given above for the ind!vidual texts wi]l
be combined below to 1nd1cate the number and percentage of
occurrences of the.six types in question by half- centur1es
from 1100 to 1500, but the periods 1100-1150 and 1150-1200
will be grouped together as '}190-1200' because thé.corpus

for the-fdrmer is so extremely limited.
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 TABLE I1

Occurrence of Gerund with Object bj Half-Centuries

- D A e D e e e e A e P R D ST AR UR R RE SR G NS TR AP e we wr e M SR SR R SR R D TR YR WD SR ST TR G R AR W MR A M R S SR D G S D A A e R A Mh e mr e e

I - 11 111 - Iv v VI Total
1100-1200 12 9 23 8 0. ~0 54
S (23.1) (17.3)  (44.2) (15.4) (0) .(0) (100%)
1200-1250 22 9 3 v g 0 0 43
| (51.2) (20.9) (7.0) (20.9) (0) (0) (100%)
1250-1300 17 22 . 19 5 1 0 64
S (26.6)  (34.4)  (29.7) (7.8) (1.5) (0) (100%)
11300-1350 82 51 160 103 23 2 421
(19.5) (12.1) (38.0) (24.5) (5.4) (0.5)  (100%)
1350-1400 . 35 60 595 250 - 58 4 1002
(3.5) (6.0) (59.4) (24.9) (5.8) (0.4)  (100%)
1400-1450 - 82 227 717 414 253 7 1700
(4.8) (13.4) (42.1) (24.4) (14.9) (0.4)  (100%)
1450-1500 74 102 562 ° 594 328 17 1677

S T R S B e e e B D S R P TR AR e e e e R R N SR e AR S R R TR R MR T RN T IR SR TR WD SR S BT T SR R SN R R e T AN sk e omh e ok o ok A e e

Tﬁe diagram below, which is based on the above percentages,
gives a visual idea of the rise and fall during the ME

period of the six types of coﬁjtruction of the gerund with

iy

its object.

e

A



Diagram to Table II

Type V1 (Determiner + gerund + object)
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Of the graphs, the one for Type 111 before 1200 is the most
irreguiar and does not seem to reflect the general trend of
gerundial devélopment. This i; probably due above 211 to
the relatively small number of texts and instances at our
disposal. Hence it-fol}ows that the statistics before 1200
in the present corpus must be considered as 1ncomp1efe.

Table I and Table Il with its diagram reveal several
points worth mentioning:

(1) Type 1, derived from the OF inflected genitive
object, continues to be common in early ME but becomes
obsolescent in late ME, particularly from 1350 onwards.

(2) Type 11, which also retains vestiges of OF
synthetic expressions, is frequent be}ore 1300 but then
shows a sharp decrease in late ME, except in a few works,
‘such as Mirk Es_t_ and Pecock Donet.

(3) Apart from the unuéua1ly high frequency before
1200 indicatéd above, Type ill. which is generally regardéd
as the regular construction in ME, begins io develop after
1250 and reaches its peak in }he second half of the 14th
century but then decreases steadily, being slightly |
supplanted by Type IV as the most common construction in
the second half of the 15th céntury.

(4) Type lv{i{{hough-first found before 1200, i/f\
becomes-frequentféh1y after 1300, competing with, and

finally ousting, its rival Type 11T by 150Q. w7



(5) Type V, with which this study is especially
concerned, appears for the first time in the period 1250- -
#

1300 and develops steadily although very gradually-

" thereafter.

B

[}

(6) Type VI, another 'verbal' type of construction,
is first instancedein the period 1300-1350 and continues to
occur ;n the subsequent periods, a]théugh very
infrequently. |

In short, it may be said that in early ME (1100-
1300) four types of constructions (Types 1-1V) competed
with each other, the OE typés being more prevalent; whereas
in late ME (1300-1500) two more types (Types V-VI), both
with syntactical verbal force, were added. Type Il was the
most characteristic of the period but Type IV and also Type V
yained ground slowly but steadily. With this overview in

mind, a separate discussion and exemplification of each of

the six types df gerung with object is now in .order.

1.1 Type I: Objective Genitive (Possessive) + Gerund

This is the typerof construction in which the gerund
takes the genitive or possessive gs its object and
accordingly has nominal force. In OFE the genitive
(possessive) was regularly used as the object of the

gerund, as in: Alfred Orosius 17/35 'toeacan-psbﬁ landes

sceawunge 'in addition to observing the land'.* As is shown

in Table 11, this OE type of construction, although 1;



T
i

°

happens to lack instances in our 1166—1150 corpus (cf.
Table 1), <continues to be fairly common in early ME, being
by far the most frequent in the period 1200-1250, but
decreases Sharply after 1§50. occupying-less than 5% of the

whole. As regards the use of the genitive and the -

possessive respectively in this function, Vissér (HS, secs. -

1105-1106) states that the objective genitive was common in
OE, but in ME it is extremely rare, its function being
supplanted by the periphrastic genitive with of, whereas

the objective possessive was rare in OE but common in ME.

Our corpus shows the following distribution, which seems to

corroborate Visser's yeneral observation:
Yy



TABLE II1.

Genitive Object and Possessive Object

53

-—-----—————---——-------—------—————_—----n——--—-------——----—--—--—--

-------——---------——-------------——-----—-—----------4—-----———--—--—-

1100-1200
1200-1250
1250-1300
1300-1350
1350-1400

1400-1450

1450-1500

6 (50.0)
15 (68.2)
15 (88.2)
69 (84.2)
31 (88.6)
68 (82.9)

71 (95.9)

12 (100%)
22 (100%)
17 (100%)
82 (100%)

35 (100%)

82 (100%)
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Table 111 shows that as the object of.the gerund the

genitive decreases considerably from early.ME, becoming

extremely rare by 1500, whereas the possessive is

relatively rather common after 1200, despite 'the marked

decrease in the dveral] frequbncy of Type I in late ME.

Here are somé examP1es of the genitive object:

1100-1200 (6 exs.): Bod.Hom. 52/28 per bib
eagene wop 7 to¥ane grisbatung; Trin.Hom. 290/7

‘ure rode ... is ure lichames clensing; Ancr.

190/5-6 pe earste bitternesse is i sunne

bireowsunge 7 1 deadbote. (Other examples:

\-ﬁ\\\\ |



Bod.Hom. 96/7-8, 134/1; Ancr. 208/12-13.) -

1200-1250 (7 exs.): SWard. 251/113-14 per

s ... toB%es hechelunge i pe snawi weattres:

Lamb.Hom. 125/28-29 al hit bilimpe¥ to godes

luue and to godes herunge; Bestiary 204/07 Go #u
%an to godes hus 4e4godspe1 to heren, ¥at is,

soule drink, sinnes gquenching; Owl & N, 981-82 .

Ac par is Cristes heriinge, par me shal grede &

lude singe. {(Other examples: Lamb.Hom. 33/14-15,’
49/34-35 (2 exs.).)

1250-1300;;2 exs.): SPass. 560 And al hare

pouzt and dede to lhesu cristes likyng wende;

KAlex. 7974 For pe bodyes herizing.

1300-1350 {13 exs.): Glo.Chron. 5964 of pe

kinges corouning in pe foure & -twenty yere;

NHom. 154/22 Es this dai cald Maryes clensing;

Mannyng HS 7689-90 pese men shuld for no ping

Come yn wymmens- handelyng; Shoreham Poems

14/379-80 A prince fongep. for te do pe knijtes
dobbynge. (Other examples: Glo.Chron. 9068;
NHom. 153/3, 154/24; Bevis 4566; Cursor 11319.
28720; Seven Sages 1381, 2310)




1350-1400 (4 exs.): Chaucer HF 636 in_ his

folkes furtherynges; Chaucer JC v 1499'0f

Archymoris burying. (Other exampies: Chaucer Bo.

Ll pr.3.55-57; Chaucer CT VIII 766)

1400-1450 (14 exs.): Ld.Troy 7914-16 Wo was

him, that he was born, For sorwe and care and

mornyng That he toke for his lordis takyng;

St.Anne 388 Scho ... answerde pam to goddes
louyng; Hoccl. RP 3810 to his helthes

shsteynynge; MKempe 130/28-29 It was telde pe

Erchebischop of hys mannys presonyng. {Other

examples: St.Anne 347, 1149; Wycl.Prelates

57/16-17; ‘Hocc) RP 4161; Audelay Poems 9.221,
50.8-9; Bokenham Sts. 6094, 9878; Pecock Donet
2/3, 133/1)

1450-1500 (3 exs.): Towneley P1. 53/43 In

A
godis lovyng I rayse this stonre; Ludus L.

244/368-69 1 xal ordeyn with-inne short space

Ffor my good lordys wel cbmyng; Ib. 267/SD in pe

mene tyme marye magdalene xal rennyn to our lady

telle here of our lordys takyng.

N

N

o)

Since the possessive object is farily well instanced -
b .
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in ME-, especially late ME as is stated above, only a few
examples need to be given for the respective periods:
'1100-1200 (6 exs.): Bod.Hom. 8/19-20 he

wolde swidor-ba so%agn eadmodnysse on him

gt

- bringan to his heterunge; Ancr. 200/22-23 Efter’\\\

kene*cnihtes dea¥ me honge’ hehe ichirche "his

scheld on his mungunge; etc.

" 1200-1250 (15 exs,): SWard. 252/149-50 euch

her me rue¥ up of pi ﬁunegqgge; Lofsong Lefdi 61

halewen wene? pet - to-Xe blod-rune was in his

erest<e>.pimunge; etc.

1250-1300 (15 exs.): SLeg. 59:309 Graunte
us one stude to ore martyrdom and to ore
burijngue also; Arth.& M. 9241-42 He hadde tuel

wolden pe kisseinge pat Gvenour him 3af at his

arminge; etc.

1300-1350 (69 exs.): Glo.Chron. 1918 he

"bicom in is baptizinge hol of al is wo; Cursor

23901 Hir louuing aght i neuer blin; Mannyng

Chron. 14154-55 Arthur made here byrying At °
H)bjfy; etc, ' '
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1350- 1400 (31 exs. ) Jos.Arim. 241 he tolde

)

hem of h1s crucifiing how he [pe] cros sou3te;

Pear] 452 If possyble were her mendyng, Usk TL .

~ I1. 111 87 Loke to the1r forminge, etc.

1400-1450 (68 ex.): Lydg. RS-163% To give

hem mylke to her fosterynge, Pecock Donet ) N

5 -
161/12 13, our cristen re11g16un bl whos keping .

cr1sten men schulen be trewe cristen; Genper. 392

he ...-curtesly gave them ther we]comyng; -

Alph. Tales 6/22-23 bye Vs such thyng as Vs nedis*
vnto our fzndxng etc. '

-

. 1450-1500 (71 exs.): Towneley P1. 366/406 .

‘Sekys to thare'savjng, yé aposti11é§'elevén o

Capgr. Chron. 149/23 1n his crownyng thei sette

on his hed but a chapelet. etc.

The fol]ow1ng example ‘from Bev1s may be worthy of

specwa] note in that is 'his' is used as a- substitute for-
. 6
the singular gen1t1ve ending -es with female referent:

Bevis 2597-98 After Iosian is cristing Beues dede a -

gret fi3t1ng _
It may be possible, howgver,‘to take Josian is.as the o

phonetic equivalent of the genitive Josiahfs}dosianes.
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1.2- Type fI:,Object + Gerund ‘ -0 n

" This is the type of construction in which the non-

gEnitiva] object precede$ the gerund. Regarding the origin

‘of this Type IT EinenkeLQ(lBlG, p. 8) and, more recently,

.~ Brunner {1962, p. 354) consider OF gérondif as a model for

’Jalso have developed from 173 synthetic expreSSIons such

Cogent]y refuting this v1ew. however, Gaaf (1928. PP
33-41) suggests not onlty"’ that it can be traced back to OE -

compounds cons1st1ng of accusat1ve + gerund' (e.g ARelfric

Hom. I 354/16 si%¥8an ‘ongan gﬁdspe]bodung) but that 1t m

s 1ess gen1t1ve s1ngu1ar + gerund' (e g Bede 52/31 .

L b

b1scopas m1d fo]cum buton aenigre are sceawunge

fornumene waeron) or gen1t1ve p]ural + gerund' (e g.

Blick Hom._65/20 ne paer ne b1b .o lapra gesamnung), as

;t_w111 be later d1scussed It must be recalled hére: that

'ow1ng to the decay of 1nf1ect1onal endings in ME.,

gen1t\ve in these constructions no ionger d1ffered from the

. accusative, so that 1t very often becamehoracttcally

‘aimpossib]e to d15t1nguish the one from the other. In

'-add1t1on to these three sources, Visser (HS secs. 1109- "

;1112) suggests,another possab1lity,-name1y that the' ' - :
Vconstruction was. developed from -0E combinations of present

partic1p1es with obJects. as in-0E Ridd]e.JG 5 "he beo’ ...'

" mec” s]1tende ; Alfred 0ros1us 188/19 “He u"bs monega :

" gefeoht donde". It is. therefore. often difficu]t to decide‘



fbeyond

e

_ whether the noun 1n construct1ons of th1s type should be

¢

-Hregarded as accusat1ve or génitive, 1n other words. whether
fthe -1 g - form in Type II constructibns has verba] force or
: nominal force. It is, houever, certain that th1s type was

compara;1ve1y freely used,ghroughout the HE per1od and even

. -8 )
Tab]e IL. and 1ts d1agram 1nd1cate that the Type II

‘construct1on 15 comparat1ve1y frequent in, early ME,

actua]ly being the most common, pattern 1n the period 1250-

1300 (34 4%) but that its relat1ve frequency decreases

‘marked]y after 1300. The relat1ve1y h1gh f1gures for 1400-

. 1450 and 1450- 1500 are ma1nly the result ofqthe

predilection for this construction by Pecock (Donet &

Fol.), Mirk Fest. and the Very large text of Paston (cf.

g
Table 1). 1If these texts were discounted, the construction

would be found to be rare Wn the 15th century, being as

' “infrequent as the‘Type 1 construction.

\ - :
The ME examples of Type I1 (“Object + Gerund') can

roughly be d1vided 1nto four patterns (j)-(iv):
(i) 'Noun (sg ) + gerund in which the object is a

noun in the stngular. without "any adnominal adjunct (e.g.

Hannyng"Chron. 4254'of‘truage askyng he hdd‘uonderi{hﬁfg/
— (i) AdJunct + noun (sg.) + gerund in whi e

adJunct modifies the whole combination (e.g. Alph Ta]es

524/18 And purgh pis penance-doyng he his sawle was savid);

. 59
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(ii1) 'Adjunct + noun (sg.) + gerund,' in which the
adjunct.qualifies only the first element of the combination
(e.g. Mirk_[ggl. 58/20-21‘for bes skylles God made mynde of
our lady purefiyng);

(iv) '(Adjunct +) noun (pl.) + gerund,' in which the
.object is a noun in the plural, with or without an
adnominal adjunct (e.g. MKempe 121/8-9 for pacyens is more

worthy ban myraclys werkyné; Pecock Donef 5/24-25 pe labour

of my bokis making is not wipoutenhardnes).

-‘Table IV provides a breakdown into the four

patterns:

TABLE 1V
Object + Gerund

-—-------_----—-.--——----u———---—----—---——-----—--—-—-—----.-—-_

(i) (i) -~ (1i4) (iv) Total
1100-1200 5 3 0 1 9
1200-1250 1 2. 3 3 9
1250-1300 6- 5 ‘ i 10 22
1300-1350 29 6 8 8 51
1350-1400 30 15 6 9 60
1400-1450 - 67 ° = 49" . 53 58 227
1450-1500 31 .23 25 23 102
T e s e
Total 169 103 96 .. 112 480

60
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Of the four patterns, Pattern (i) is-by far the most
common, the other three occurring with more or less equal

freduency.

(1) Pattern (i): Noun (sg.) + Gerund {169 exs.)
Instances of the combihation 'noun (sg.) + gerund'

from our ME material include:

1100-1200 (5 exs.): Peterb.Chron. 25/29-30

ac man paer ne gespiedde, butan manmyrringe 7

feohspillinge; Bod.Hom. 76/14-15 0On monige wisum

. . -,
~men penidds Criste; ... sume on miessepenunge 7

on moni3ze bedum; Ancr. 12/14 of doddunge 7 of

blodletunge (also in 221/20).

1200-1250 (1 ex.): Hooigg Lord 520-21 Ewa
Bale drinch i blodleting.

1250-1300 eﬁ)exs:): KAlex. 197-200 pere was
champouns skirmyng, ... Of lyons chace, of bere

baiting, A-bay of bore, of bole slatyng; Ib.

7165 pere was ostel lyuerynge; Ib. 7970 of honde

wryngyng; etc.



man; etc. ‘\\\ -
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1300-1350\(29 exs.): Havelok 2320-27 per

mouthe men se pe moste pbat mouhte men se: ...
10

Romanz reding on pe bok; NHom. 73/7 Forthi

flede Criste man lTouynge; Guy 6645 Fram dere

'hunting y-comen he is; Bevis 897 Loue-longing me

hap be-cou3t; Amis 676 When bai were comen fram

dere-hunting; Horn Child 484-85 Horn ban

Bilaft at hom for b]ode]ete1ng,.Cursor 26231 Als

spous breckiny, and also hordom 1b. 26234-35

Fals w13tnes and trouth breking, Mans s]aghter

and hus brening; Seven Sages 2235 H13 bacyn

beting and kande]l l13t; Mannyng Chron. 4273-74

Je ne wil passe vs forby Wypoute truage askyng

greuously; Rolle EWr. 98/51 mowe makyng on any

1350-1400 (30 exs.): Bruce I1] 346 At leve-
takyny the ladyis gret; Ib. V 90-91 Till the

toun soyn cumin ar thai ... bot riom making;
Chaucer HF 1241 in fight and blod-shedynge;

Chaucer TC III 48 to Venus heryinge; Chaucer cT

I 447 Of clooth-makyng she hadde swich an haunt;

Ib. v1 587 of wyn-yeving to hem; Ib, VII 1345 in :

vengeance- takyng, in werre, in battaille; PP1.B

X1x 72 w1th—ou;en mercy askynge; Ib. XI 171 he

lyueth in deth-deyinge; Usk JL II 11i 23 without




*violence meving; Ib. ITI iii 121 in soth

knowing; Gower CA 5.1226-28 he fond of his oghne

wit The ferste craft of plowh tilinge Of Eringe

-and of corn sowinge; PConsc. 3610 Another es

here thurgh assethe makyng; Wars Alex, 4948 Ser,

waite at pou be wemies for woman touching; etc.

1400-1450 (67 exs.): Bk.Lond.E. 11 v 105 of

almesdede 3!“!"99; Ld.Troy 3113 in sorwe and
dele-makyng; Wycl.Prelates 67/16 wip-outen

couenant makynge; Mirk Fest. 269/15-16 pre

bynges ... devot prayny, a]mes-Jeuzmg, and

masse-syngyng; Ib. 216/17 he was meke yn passion

suffryny, and perfet yn ensampull seu!ﬁi;
Alph.Tales 337/2 he had loste paim be blode-

lattyng; 1b. 22/2 paim pat er slaw in penance

-3

doyng; MKemp. 245/5-7 [pei) wer rebukyd of her

Oowyn honéste, Obeyng hem to a-seeth makyng;

PLAlex. 18/36 in sacrafice makyng vn-to godd;

Jacob's W. 196/7 to 1ésSyn his blood in blood-

letyny; Pecock Donet 71/9 for childe bigetyng;
, - 11

Ib. 179/19-20 Oon is bi mark taking of goddis

teching; York P1. 1/3 1 am lyfe and way unto

welth wynnyny; Gener. 942 of malice compassing

in hys mynd; etc.
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1450-1500 (31 exs.): Paston 615.5 Suthwell
desyred me to tarye for evydens gevyng; Pecock
Fol. 145/29-30 ]oroschig jeuyng and lordschip

translatyng ben of such nature pat pei ben not

made wipout inward willyng; Capgr. Chron. 8/23

the grete taboure in schep-kepyng schuld have

sum solace of musik; Treat.L. 128/33-34 by

pacyence beryng; etc.

fn some of the above quotations it is hard to decide on
which occasions the preceding noun is accusative or S- 1ess
genitive (i.e. uninflected genitive), 2 -and on which
occasions the noun and the-gerund form a compound or not.

Ac is indicated above, however, the examples tend to stiffen

into more or less set phrase§ in late ME. Those frequently

recurring phrases are: Jeave-taking, vengeance-taking,

blod-letting/shedyng, loue-longing, penaunce-doyng,

couehant-makyng. dere-hunting, masse syngyng/seying, asseb

makyng, almes giving/doing, truage askyng; hiond wryngyng,

etc. in which the noun and the gerund seem to be he}d

firmly together, possibly being recognized as compounds.
There are, "however, some clear euamples in which the

preceding noun and the gerund do not constitute a compound,

nor is the noun s-less genitive:
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Chaucer CT VI! 1581-82 ye shul geten richesses

by youre wit ... Withouten wrong or harm doynge

to any oother persone; Mirk Fest. 52/4 Thus

Cryst was schowet by water ynto wyn turnyng for

-

pe fest of Ion pe Euangelyst and Mary Mawdelen
(also in 48/2); Paston 177.4-5 as fore that.

(matere, Master Constantyn sewyd hym fore feyth
S}d trowth brekyng; 1b. 200.12 wyth-ought

assaught or distresse takyng; Caxton Blanch.

190/1 wythout answer nor replye makyng, -

Pecock's idiolectic constructions should be especially °

noted:

Pecock Donet (8 exs.): 78/10 in reuerence to him

doyng; 77/6-8 Chargys of pe wijf toward pe -

husbonde stondip in reuerence to him doing; in

cbeisaunce to alle hise comaundementis afore

touchid paiyng; 99/24 pe viij® is amendis or

shtisfaccioun making to oure nei3bouTis. (Other
examples: 67/15, 72/13, 74/6, 98/32)

r .

Pecock FoI. (3 exs.): 36/5 as foxes and apés

doon in many of her wiles wirchyng; 70/7-8 of

euer eiper ‘of pe seid premyssis concludyng for

feip; 129/20-21 pou3 y be lettid and constreyned
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in pe 1j® maner fro execucioun of be outward

deedis performyng,

In these examples, the preceding OQQESt is clearly a 13
noun in the accusative (or ‘common', to use Gaaf's term )
case, and the gerund may, phefefore, be said to have verbal
force. -

" The yerundial construction with the objective of the
personal proﬁoun as well as the pronouns it and this as its
precediny object should also be examined ﬁere. Examples
seem to be extremely rare. Visser (HS, sec. 1113) QUotes
only six instances (including one wrong examplelq) from
late ME, the oldest dated ¢1303 from Mannyny ﬁé. However,
the texts exémined herein have yielded 12 examples, ten of
which are founa in Pecock (Donet and Fol.):

Mannying HS 3749-52 Jyf pou for yre a man slogh

15
“ ... bat hyt was nat pe defendyny, But for

wrapp and yre brennyny ...; Bokenham Sts. 10353-
b6 She dysshys in pe kechyn ful oftyn ... to
exclude lettyny, Hyr maydyns she sent opir
thynyys to do.In pe mene tyme of bis doyny;
Pecock Donet 5/24-26 pe iabour of my bokis

making is not withoute hardnes, firste in hem

conceyuing in suche foorme as pei ben; Ib.

34/15-16 pe receyver, in it receiving, schuld
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make a couenaunt wip god to kepe al pat is now
afore seid; Pecock Fol. 52/1-2 in eny treupis

fyndyng or hem sureli knowyng; Ib. 134/34-35 y

am not constreynyd e forto f13te azens myne

assailers in me defendyng. (Otger examples:

Pecock Donet 70/23, 70/24, 72/13,_72/16; Pecock

Fol. 97/32-35 (2 exs.))
In these examples, the gerund can be said to have vérba]
force since it does not form a2 compound with the preceding
object-indicating pronoun. Notice that the gerﬁnd in Pecock
Fol. 52/1-2 is also accompanied by an adverb. Pecock's
frequent use of this idiom Epparently has much to do with”
'the fact that he tends to place the object befbre the verb,

. 16
or in general, a modifier before its head-word.

4

(2) Pattern (ii): Adjunct + Noun {sg.) + Gerund (103 exs.)

This is the construction in which the com

‘noun (sg.)} + gerund', discussed as Pattern (i), is preceded

y such adjuncts as articles, demonstrativey) possessives,
and adjectives, the adjunct'qualifyinglthe hole
éombination. not simply its first element, Acdording to van
der Gaaf (1928, pp. 34-35), this pattefn dates back to OF,

as in : Aelfric De Novo Iggg._lé.ls"igt ongann seo

godspellbodung” and Id. Hom. I.176 “nan lustfullung ne

hfepede,his mod". Visser (HS, secs. 1116-1118) further adds

67

¥
e —— -



that constructions of the 'adjunct + noun + gerundf‘type.

N

68
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(i.e. Patterns (ii) and (iii)) were common in ME, but are
no longer so frequent in ModE, and that as a rule the
adjuhct seems to qualify the combination as a whole. Table

IV seems to confirm Visser's first point but contradict his

second. That is, these two patterns preceded by the

adnominal adjunct were used wifh aimost equatl frequency,
rating 21.5% with Pattern (ii) and 20.0% with Pattern
(i11). ’ |

The following quotations illustrate Sattérn (i1), in
which the adjunct seems to modify the whole combination
‘noun (sg.) + gerund', rather than its first element
(aithough some of them {e.g. Chester P1. 48/149-50) may
admit of either interpretation):

1100-1200 (3 exs.): Ancr. 30/3 wi3 hare

blod schedungeE Ib. 61/9 i pe ilke blodletung;
1b. 217/8-9I5wa wisliche wited ow in ower

blodletunge.

1200-1250 (2 exs.): HMaid. 52/549-52 Lutel
wat meiden «+. 0f hire wa-sides of pet fode

fostrunge; Lofsong Lefdi 57-58 in his blod
spetunge.

1250-1300 (5 exs.): SPass. 1793 pe



eorpe-quakynge was ymad wip gret soun; Arth.& ﬁ.

S
8502 In al pis diol-makeinge; KAlex. 2159 Now

rist grete tabour-betyng} etc.

1300-1350 (6 exs.): Glo.Chron. 11413 suppe

- per after com much blod ssedinge; Mannyng HS

6906 FoFbenkeb nat of 3oure almes-3yuyng; Ayenb.

112/3-4 he hit ous let: at his yleaue nymynge

and at his laste bequide; etc. ‘ \\\

.
1

1350-1400 (15 exs.): Chaucer BD 1312-13 al

was doon, For that tyme, the hert-huntyng; Bruce

I 561 Sa fell off this conand making; Chaucer CT

VII 1431 by the vengeance-takyng; Ib, VIII 922

Somme seyde it was long on the fir makyng; PP1.B

X111 451 in his deth-deyinge; Ib. XI 144 wyth-

outen any bede-byddynge his bone was

vnderfongen; Gower CA 5.1202-03 sche fond ferst
' 17
in hire avis The cloth making of wolle and ”

lyn; etc.

1400-1450 (49 exs.): Bk.Lond.E. 37/121-22

with any wronge wytnesse beryng:; Ld.Troy 14538

With-oute any debate-makyng; Wycl.Prelates 70/19

for pe dede doynge fs proff of loue; Beryn 1267-

68 I wol nat leve +es My dise-pleying, for al)

D - ERI
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yeur heretages; Mirk Fest. 35/9 pay were not

nyes:to:God by pride, ... nor to hor neghtbur by

no wrong doyng; Alph.Tales 467/24 bur his

penance-doyng sho was delyvereq out of payn;‘lg;. "

64/13 he lefte his almos-giffyng;1b. 442/28-29

be‘bisshppp +e. left his mes-saying; Chésteﬁ P1. C

48/149-50 An hundred winters and twentye this
18 . H

shippe-makinge tarryed have I; PLAlex. wit- :

owten any assawte ffyn

; Jacob's W 108/29 of

pi trewth brekynge;.

ock Donet 165/30 pou. -

schalt do no ma

eyng; GRom. 410/30 I have -

bought the full dere with my passyon sufferyng;

etc.

1450-1500 (25 exs.): Paston 569.17-18 pere

were at pe distresse takyng yonge Henre

Wentworth, yonge Calthorpe, ...; Merlin 111/13-

14 Vifin hym-self was at pe couenaunt makynge;

Ib. 652/15 Gawein lepte on his horse also with-

oute other leve-takinge: Pecock Fol. 144/32-33
.\h : T

in pe;fyme of pe couenaunt makyng; Malory Wks.
-261/3

- for his herborow askynge; Cely 77/12 1

H

here off non exchaunge makyng yett; etc.
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With varlous degrees of closeness-——-though to exactly what

degree it is hard to say — the noun and the gerund in -

these examp]es seem to be united, possibly be1ng recogn1zed

as a k1nd of compound The gerund used thus p01nts to 1ts

_nominal rather than verbal force. The most-frequent]y'

recurrlng combinatlons 1nc1ude- blod- 1ett1ng/shedd1ng,

_ a]mes g1v1ng. leave- taking, conand/couenaunt mak1ng,

vengeance taking, love- long1ng, f1r making, bede byddynge,

penance-doing, mess-saying, law-keping. These are. much the

same express1ons as those common]ly found in the precedlng

-section (1).

(3) Pattern (iii): Adjunct + Noun (sg ) + Gerund (96 exs.)

Thi's pattern differs from Pattern (ii) in that the

preceding adjunct appears to qualify only the first element

of the combination 'noun + gerund'. As a possible prototype
van der Gaaf (1928, p. 38) provides the following example

from OE: Aelfric Hom. II “"se pe is purgh his bropur hatung
.19 T

T swa sc11d13 Swa se man51a3a";" but only in ME and early

Modt does the construction under consideration seem to be
of frequent occurrence, 2? As is apparent from Table 1V,
unambiguous examples of this pattern begjn\to occur first
in the pertod 1200-1250', and become nearly as frequent as’
those of Pattern (11) in late ME — despite Visser's claim

that the adjunct mostly modifies the combiration as a whole

-

N
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T :(HS. secs. 1117 1118) Examples from the different periods

) 1nc1ude

.1100-1200: none.

1200- 1250 (3 exs. ) Lofsog& Lefdi 40 42 Ich
1

bide pe ... bi his flech founge of pine eadi-

bodie; Ib. 55-60 Ich bide pbe bi his side

openunge «.. in his side purlungé wi% ute sore

wunde{

1250-1300 () ex.): Gen.& Ex. 3408-10 Ietro

" ... tagte him siden witterlike Vnder him helpes

ogere don, at folc stering to streng[tlhen ‘on.

1300-1350 (8 exs.): Glo. Chron. 7859 it was

n03t fourtene after 15 fader bur11nge Hannyng -

HS 7887 Whedyr hyt be yn g_uommanfhandlyng, Or

yn any oper lusty pyng§ Cursor 2049-50 Noe wit

pat mantil woke, His sun hething he vnder-toke;

~ Cursor (Cotton Insertion) 89-93 Maq; maudlayn &
marj Iacobe ... had boght bam oyneméntz for oure

lord anoyntynge; Seven Sages 1524-27 becmajsier

'... hadde mani a Bless?ng, For his disciple

- . .deliuering;'Rol1e Prose-22/19-20 be opir

pennaunce doynge; etc.
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1350 1400 (6 exs. ): PP1.B XV 76 1n housyng,
in haterynge and 16Y10 hiegh clergye shewynge

_xcl Leaven 20/10-11 bi ‘false procurynge of

matrymonye by soteltees «+. and fals dyuors

' makynge, Perceval 1573-74 ben, sa1d Arthour pe

Kyng Of bold Perceuell techy yng; etc.

1400-1450 (53 exs.): Ld. Tro! 7902-04

P1lodomas myjt not for- -3ete ... His dere fader

- takxng Mirk Fest. 169/28-29 for Cristis passione
mxnnzng, for.gret loue schowyng, and for gre \~/~'

mede getyn 9 MKemEe 181/33 34 grettar peyn may 1
not suffyr 1n,b1s wor]de pan be put fro bi ho]z

uorde heryng, Ib. 153/2-3 of be wondirfyl

swetnesse pat sche had in pe word of God

h&rynge; Jacob s W. 306/7 for - a peny getyng pou. - .
\)ﬁ;T; lyen,|& forswere pe; Pecock® Donet 2/1-2 in
tyme ofIBg said book ... writing; Ib. 213/8 to

.suffre for god in his Jawe kep1ng, etc.’

7

N

'1450-1500 (25 exs. ) Paston 54.125 at the

t1me of pe said astate takyng, 1b. 538.18 of myn

acquitaile to my seyd lord in his seyd wille

fulfil]yng, f@cock Fol. 13/22 wipoute cleer 511t

hau!ng, Ib. 103/20-21 whiche seruen as



_profitable meenes into his fynal g_rposid -efitent

.ge ! g; Towneley P1.,-365/363 m hy son- m!sszng
makys me to morwe; Malory Wks. 186/32-33 suffir

me not to dye for a fayre worde gpeking; Ib.

632/31 that slyeve—berjnge repents me; etc.
I; some of the above quotatfons (e.g. Glo. Chron. 7%59
. . Cursor 2049-50, waneléx-Pi +365/313, etc.) it may be
poss1b]e to regard the noun preced1ng the gerund as s- 1ess
gen1t1ve and, consequent]y, to 1nterprét the construct1on
‘as be]ong1ng to Type 1 (° ObJective gen1t1ve + Gerund'),
-because in these works the un1nf1ected gen1tive 1s not

lnfrequently used, -as in: Glo.Chron.m7855. gfter.1s fadér

depe”; Towne]e! Pl. 34/358.“for my son']yf". This can also 2

be suggested from other MSS readings; for example,‘Cursor

2050 “"His sun heth1ng reads as follows: MS Fairfax, "“hi $

sones hethyng"; MS Gdttingen “His sunes scdrnynge“; MS

~Trinity “his sones scorne*; while Seven Sages 1526 “his _ .

disciple deliuering” reads as MS Egerton “his gyscygelys

delluer1ng and MS Ball1o] College “his diss1p1es

deliuer1ng . 0therw1se the fact that only the noun before

the gerund can be modified by an adjunct shows that the
noun and the gerund seem to be less firmly connected, the
former appearing somewha£~petached from the latter and

functioning as its preposed direct object. Accordingly, the

gerund used can be said to have verbal force.
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This idioﬁ is most idiosyncratical]y represented in

Pecock, who is again outstanding on account of his lengthy,
: 22
involved noun-modifying adjuncts as in:

L3

" Donet 75/26 and to goddis vertuose lawe

keping; 96/29-31 who"so wole in pis laboure

"of his schrift to god or to man making, seche his

ese and his-a1i3tihg, he' may hereof fynde a
. ) e
foorme of schryft; 99/21-22 pe vij is also /

goddis lawe in so moche pe better keping and

fulfilling; etc.

'Fol. 103/20-21 whiche seruen as profitable

meenes into his fynal purposid entent getyng;

131/25-26 ffadir, y panke 3Jow for al bpis good

1

‘informacioun to me makyng and 3euyng; etc.

These are definiteﬁy not instances of compounding nor of
the s-less genitive gbject + gerund, but are unambiguous
examples of the gerufdial construction in which its front-

placed object is a noun in the accusative {or 'cgmmon')'

cases

(4) Pattern (iv): (Adjunct +) Noun {pt.) + Gerund (112 exs.)
. . - p -
In this pattern the object preceding the gerund is a

noun in the plural and the adjunct may or may .not oceur.
" .



This construction might have.come from those OF
combinations whose first element is a plural noun in the

genitive, as in: Blick.Hom 65/20 "ne paer ne bip ... Tabra
23 '

gesamnung®. In ME, however, thosfk nouns end in -(e)s,
. . ;

and can no longer be recognized as genitives, their
presence being consequently're511zed a's_d1rect=objects.24
As van der Gaaf (1928, p. 39) remarks, whether ihe-noun‘in
this pattern ever occurs in thelplural'ih OE is highly

doubtful. Both Gaaf and Visser (EE sec. 1119) quote their

earliest examples from the same texts-dated about 1200,
‘Yisser also comments that the idiom is wel) represented in
"ME, but falls 1nto disuse in ModE Our corpus prov1des some

112 examples from about 1200 onwards, which may (66 exs.),

)

or may not (56 exs.), be preceded by an adjunct. That
Pattern (iv) seems to be especially common in the -15th
century/?ch Table IV) is due to its frequent occurrence in

several work5' such as Mirk Fest., MKempe, and Pecock

Donet. Here. again Pecock should be noted for ‘the use of
such involved combinations as Donet 99/27 28 "pe ixe is

obire mennys defautis with pite and compassioun birewing

The 56 examples*in the. corpus ef noun (pl.) +. gerund
without adJunct are presented first
4
1100-1200 (1 ex.): Trin.Hom 65/8-10 mepingk
ne brin¥ nefsynful man quemere loc ﬁene teares

sheding.for his Sinnen.‘
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1200-1250 (2 exs.): Orm. 18026-27 Judea

tacnepp uss Misdedess anndzaetinnge; Lamb.Hom. -
ot
Pater N. 260-61 purh festing and purh wacunge

and ec purh ibodenes biddunge.

1250-1300 (10 exs.): Arth.& M. 2427-30 Our
king ... Him assailed and ek his men ... wip

mangunels casteinge; KAlex. 2167 Now rist ...

Swerdes draweyng, lymes lesyng; Ib. 3841 pere
X :

waslgperes baping; etc.

K
1300-1350 (4 exs.): Havelok 234-35 per was

obbing, ... Handes wringing; NHom. 128/25-26 In

ouer mirkenes, thar sare greting Sal euer be,

with teth gnaisting; Shoreham Poems 39/1088-89

repentaunce hys 51gne a]so of sennys for- zeuyng,

A!enb 176 /33- 34 in trossinge an ine sseweres
pouringe. .

‘ i
1350-1400 {4 exs:): Chaucer CT VI11 796-97

Nat nedeth it for to reherce hem a11~ Watres

rub1f1yng, PP B lV 117 childryn cherissyng be

chastyng with 3erdes; Ib. XIX 373-74 Somme thorw

bedes-byddynge, ... some thorw penyes-delynge.




1400-1450 (28 "exs.): Bk.Lond.E. IV xviii

189 in medicyns doyng or makyng; Ld.Troy 4587-88

[

* He was weri of men sc]eyhé,_...'and of stfokes”

//J 3§u¥n9; Mirk Fest. 260/22 he was mervayles jp

.myracles doyng; Alph.Ta]es 412/10 he contynewid

in syngyng, prayers-saying; Bokenham Sts. 368 In

.namys_ yeuyng; Pecock Donet 67/15 trespacis and

giltis for1evggg; Ib. 100/11-13 pe xiiij® is ...

peynes taking in body and in spirit; etc,

1450-1500 (7 exs.): Paston 604.12 in viages
makzng;‘Capgr. St.Gilb, 72/11 Offten wold he

wepe in ympnis & Psalmys redyng; Caxton Charles

27/17 1in yeftes ye-uyng he was ryght large;

Partenay 6162-63 More swefter she goth then arew

ény, smitting man without wurdes saing seere; )

etc.

_— /

In our corpus there are 56 examﬁiésuof the
combination 'noun (pl.) + gerund'.prekeded by an adjﬁnct.
As a rule the preceding adjunct qualifies only the' first
élemégt of the comb1nation. Nevertheléss. there are six

: ambig1ou5 cases in which it seems as i1f the whole
combination is modified by the adJunct,as in:

E
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Mannying HS 797 Now shul we leue oure opys

sweryng; MKempe 124/4-5 Je amende jow of aowr'

othys sweryng; Alpha.Tales 81/20 he had nevur

pré%ﬂahtqon in hys mynde of his prayers-saying;

Ib. 305/21-22 all pe vertue of his meracles-

doyng; Paston 774.9-10 the fete of her armys

doyng; Partenay 5212 Lhe] hasted to complesh his.

dedes doing.

In all but these six cases, the adjunct seems to modify the

first element only:

- 1100-1200: none. "

5

- © 1200-1250 (1 ex.): Lofsong Lefdi 48-49 Ich

bide pj\-.. bi his E]oaes wrix]hnge.

= o

4
1250-1300: none.

\ : ‘

~

» 1300-1350 (3 exs.): Medit.Supper 40. pe

. . - ~
secunde y$* hys dycyples fete wasshyng; Rolle

Prose 11/4-5 with al) athes brekyfig;

1d oper gudé werkes doynge.
)

) 1350-1400 (5 exs.): Chaucer CT

of the care and wo That we hadde in

> ' [ ' ' -
.

1b. 30/20

VI1I 769-70 .

our

\
i
T or
’ L]
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25
matires” sublymyng; PP1.B VI1 87 Late vsage be

Jowre solace of seyntes lyues redynge; Perceval

517-18 hafe pou my blessyng For pi feres

folouynge; PConsc. 4258 Another thurgh fals

miracles shewyng; RRose 545Q-51 They maken

foolis glorifie Of her wordis spekyng.

-

1400-1450 (27 e#s.): Bk.lLond.E. IV xv11 15-

"16 for a paire of newe SHerys g+styng and y

gryndyng; Mirk Fest., 6/8 for gret myracles

.doyng; MKempe 205/29-33 in many bedys bﬁdgxng,

«ev in gret almes dedys doyng ... in good wordys

spekyng wyth be mowth;\Al ph Tales 213/1 in pies

wurdis say1ng he swelt; P

onet 99/28-31.be

x® is her treSpas1s doon to vs foryeving; her

1

restoringis and -her satisfacciouns dewe t S

e garddniné or relesing; Ib. 100/11 pe xiiije

15 ogure 1ustys of body and of sp1r1t , e

w1thdraw1ng, etc.

1450-1500 (14 exs.): Paston 919.29 ye shaill

pray Bod ... in good dedes preseuer_yrrg1 Merlin

f597/30 31.wery thei were of the traueile of the

_strokes yevinge and also recey[ulinge in the '

" stour; Pecock Fol. 51/39

e . schewip him si1f be

J
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blunt in eny treupis fyndyng or hem sureli

knowyng; Caxton Rezn. 65/32-34 1n longe fastyng

and many. thyngis redyng and syngyng; etc.

- The fact that the noun before the gerund can be

plural and can also be modified by an adjunct shows that -

the noun is more or less clearly detaéhed from the gerund,
functioning as itg'preposed direcf object. AccofdingTy} the
gerund used can be said 'to ha;e verbal force.
S

" As will be clear from this discussion of the
different-patterns of Type Il ('Object + Gerﬁnd'); there
are a number of cases in ME in which the combination 'noun
+-gerund' may be assumed to be compoﬁnds or vestiges of OF
synthetickepressions such as 's-less genitive singular + \,
gerund"or ‘genitive plural +Lgel‘und' (where the -ing form
has nominal force), because the decay of the inflectional_
end1ngs Was made practically 1mpossib]e a formal |
dist1nction between s~ less gen1tive and accusat1ve'

~

singular, or betweéen genitive plural “and accusatrve plural.

ﬁrom about 1200- onuards however, there are also a number
of examples in which the precedm‘ obJect 15 unambiguous]y
a (pro)noun in the accusative (or 'common ) case, as 1s

evident from the following facts that the noun takes an

adJunct by itselif or occurs in the plural, that the. noun is

separated by an adverb from the gerund, and that th 3
i .
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objective form of the personal pronounﬁis employed instead
of the hohn-object. Tﬁése features'suggest that the noun is
ﬁa longer a part of a témpound or synthetic expression but
is Qeiached from;the -ing form.:functiohing synhtactically

as its!pre-posed, direct 6bject. This analytic tendency is

most characteristically and even)idio]ectica]]y represented
LS

in Reginald Pecock (Donet & Fol.). .Hence the Type 11
constructioﬁ can be said to-bé“sometimes ﬁomina], sometimes
veEE;\V'dependf;g on the contéxf in which it occurs, but in
any ca‘e it;is very characteristic of ME (and possibly
early‘Mo;E). Comparatively speakingy, however, the object +
gerund gbnstruction %s frequent in early ME, but becomes

obsoleﬁcent in late ME, where-;he gerund +.object

Eonstruction‘(Type V) begins to increase. This process

“
seems to have much to do with the firm establishment of the
: 27
word-order 'Subject-Verb-Object' in late ME. The

foilowing'example symbolizes this transitional stage:

Alph.Tales %12/10-11 “eyur he contynewid in syngyng,

Qrayers-sajihg; and wurshippyng our Lady vnto pe stounde of

dead". - o, -

—13.3 Type I1[1: Gerund + Of-Adjunct’ ,
' This is the type of constr:%tTon in which the gerund
is fp][owed.by the of-adjunct (i.e. the periphrastic
genitivewitﬁ/ﬁf) wh{ch is syntactically equivalent to a

)



direct object, and accprding]y noﬁ;nal'in character. This
construction, Visser (HS, sec. 1120) explains, came into

being as a result of the general tendency to use the

periphrastic genitive with of instead of the inflécted 

ey

<
genitive, which began in Tate. 0F and becomes established
28

by 1300,  as in' Lay. Brut {(MS C1g dated al22s) 19128 "for

loue of mine drihte". It has generally beenjconsidered

,

mines drihtenes lufe*>Lay.Brut - (MS Otho detegjc1300) “for
29

that this type of construction makes its first appearance
about the iime_of Chaucer and that it 1§.the'regu1ar or
most common construptioﬁ of yerund with object in ME and
early ModE, but that it is only archaiq or dialectal or,
vulgar in Rresent-da;ﬁi&g]ish. Th}é copmonly held view

seems to call for some modification.

First of all, Visser (HS, sec. 1120) quotes his

b}

earlig&f example from Gen.& Ex. dated c1250, which

antedates by ascentury the generally ackﬁow]edged appear{pce

of this constriuction. In fact, ﬂowever, our corpus provideg

some even ear]jér instances, namely those from Trin.Hom.
and Ancr. dated ?a1200;‘as evidenced in Table I. Secondly,
the observat1on that it? is the - regular or most common
construction in ME not only Tacks factual evidence but
doe; not reflect the.actual stateX f_affairs regarding its
use in ME. It 1s true that the Type {Il construc}ion is by
far the‘most common pattern in ME gene_:".a]l_y;_a;l but fts |

relative frequency is by no means uniform throughout the ME

ki

30~
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period. As is clear from Table 11, the construction first

appeﬁrs about the end of the 12th century {(7al1200.

Trin.Hom. and ?7al200 Ancr.), remaining rare until 1250, but

then gradually becomes more common in the second half of
?

the 13th century qu overwhe[mzng]y predominant dur1ng ‘the

. 14th century and the first ha]f of the 15th century After

I3
1400, however, its relative frequency begins to decrease,

S0 that by the end_of the ME period its predominance has
been superseded, albeit ogéy s]ight]y. by the Type IJ

construction 'determiner + gerund + of-adjunct'. Its ‘ b

N

“relatively unusually frequent use in Trin.Hom. and Ancr.

dated ?u1200 should be regarded as a sporadic phenomenon,
considering the historical fact that this construction

makes its first'appérénce in these works but that it

remains very rané until about 1250, as stated abovg. Thus
our corpus indicates that ;t is not until somewhere'betweenr
1300 and 1350, angd most probably the second guarter qf the
l4th century (cf. Tabie I),33 that Type IT1 actually
establishes itself as 'ihe regular construction in ME',
thereby making doubtful any claim that Type 1V is the
regular or most common:cdnstruction in or throughout the ME

period. ‘Examples of Type III are so abunddq& that only

some typical ones are given below, although all available

&

instances before 1300 are recorded so as to redress the

above-mentioned erroneous view: .V/ . " <A%
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1100-1200 {23 exs.): Trin.Hom. 49/31-32 bidde we

«+s pat he us giue pe bitbcninge bat. is ihene,
5 ' - 34

£y

turtlen and duues pat is bireusinge of ure

fule sinnes; Ib. 63/21-22 pe lichames.festing is

widtiging of estmetes and oueretesj Ancr. 27/21-

23 Euchan segge as best bere3 hire on heorte.

Verseilunge of sawter. Redunge of englisc o3er

of frensch; Ib. 62/19-20 putten hond utward ...
: h

is wohunge efter grome 7 tollunge of his eorre;

Ib. 144/13-15 alswa as prude is wilnunge of wurj-,
schipe, riht alé%% per t03einesreadmodnesse is

forkeastunge of wurdschipe. (Other examples:

« Irih.Hom. 63/25-26, 135/15-16;/ Ancr. 8/8,
” %

13/14,.42/23, 62/22-23, 78/13-14, 102/3, 102/9-
10, 104/7-8, 105/22-23, 108/26-28, 122/8,
142/23, 196/23-24, 215/26-27) o

1200-1250 (3 exs.): Vices & V. 19/ qu ¥ar

F

is chiueringe of tojen for J%e unmaté chele;

Wooiny Lord 3-5 Swetter is munegunge of pe pen

mildeu o mude; Lofsong Lefdi 21-22 prude 7

wilnunge of pris me habbe’ sore iwunded. -,

¢

1250-1300 (19 exs.): Gen.& Ex. 831-32 po

(\\\#uraen waxen so wide and spred, pride and

1

AS

~
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) gisting'67~1buerd hed; SLeg. 52.6 with- oUte

/
hurtingue of an1-p1n§§ Sé}és. 2080 How hi him

ffurst knewe porw brekyrge of brede; Thursh & N.

‘5«6 For onging gg niqttega1e pis fowles.

murie s1ngep, Arth.& M. 936 N]bOuten knowe1nge

?
. f mannes sade, KAlex. 558 H1bouten doyny of

an tharme, (Other examples: Sleg. 26.33, *45.556,
62.40, 62.171-72; SPass. 123, 339, 376, 658,
795;96; Artn.s'M. 1198; KAlex. 2159-60, 68&k,

7815) - - " - o

>

1300-1350 (160 exs.): Glo.Chfon. 5909 In

| sed1n9e of pi broger blod; NHom. 112/3 in

0rda1n14h of priestes and c1erkes Mannyng H

7716 yn hand]yng gi sum vyce; Cursor 12775 For

—

sauueing of vr dampnacioun; Otuel 1] Eﬁ 2369 ffor
huntyng of an hare; Ayenb. 268/34 35 More ‘hy

- byep glede wyb-oi te essynge'bf gpdes holynesse;

" Rolle Prose 31/24 in he]pyng f his euencristyn; --{'

Rolle EWr. 106/64 65 be saule s. anely éohforted

in 1QVying and lufyng of God; MPPsalter 10.9 pe

b1g1nnyng of wysdome is dredyng of our Lord
o,

Nicod. 1685-86 kan 3e any witnes draw by ast1n9

.of c]er91se, etc. Co ; - L § g

T,

-
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© 1350-1400 (595 exs.): Eglam. 654-55 3e sall
dy For slaxngﬁéi my bare;ﬁA}ex.&=Haced. 969 1

had minde on my §1ene by meting of sweuen; WPal.

4362 meke pe of pi malencoli for marring of pi-

selue; Bruce V 81-82 thai 1y trastly, but

dreding Of 12?5 ; PP1.B VI. 9 Somme shal sowe the

sakke ..; for shedyng of the whete; Firumb.. 4071

Hyp oute takynge of vengeance. Chaucer HF 305 06

.~ of oon: he wo]de haue fame In magnyfyinge of hys

:name. chl Leaven 24/19 20 vp peyne of 1es!ng

of here lord1sch1pe ... and lesynge of bodi and

sou]e Usk\IL Iﬁ} viii 55 in engendring of |

children; Gower CA 5.2794 in savinge of hire

"godde.naMe;fPPl.Creed‘843 for emending of pise

Amen;zﬁiege JerUs. 247 pan was wepyng, & wryngyng

of hondis Dest Troy 464 hir ta]ent was taken

bou
for tast!ng of wyne, Parl.3. Ages 443 David ..q

Was’ caughte from kegyng -0f schepe; Cloud 2/17 in

eschewing of pis' errour; Wars A]ex.-1797 In

bilding of his bachelers he.breuys pire wordis;

Quacref.Love 58-59 Withowten'.,. castyng of

coloure or'changynge of hewe; Lle Morte Arth. 911

In cha]engynﬁé of his brothers dede; etc.

-
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1400-1450 (717 exs.): Bk.Lond.E. VI 1078

with amendyng of pe dore: St.Anne 3234 In

mendyng of pi trespas; Wycl.Prelates 90/4-5 in
Erech!nge'gj pe gogbel; Beryn 2368 for plukking
of my scleve; Lydg. RS 23 in hyndring of my

name; Hocc. RP 5161 Making of Eue tokned pe
- makyng of holy-chirche; Mirk Fest. 254/12 yn
etyny of pys bred; Alph.Tales 488/31 be bpis

obstacle he was lett fro ha]sygg‘gi his wyfe; P

Ben.Rule 43/28-29 pe autors of ches!ng-of be

Eﬁ1oresse, Castle Persew. 1522 In forsakynge of

N
pyn aungy] good; MKempe 198/3-4 her mende was

“raueschyd in-to beholdyng of owr Lady' Jacob's
W. 261/24 fof dreed of lesyng of my good; Pecock
Donet 107/18 bi d1sEut1ng of manye gﬁest1ouns,

Geher. 6322 In easyng of ! hert 1 haue dbn
this; GRom. 315/33 for do!ng-gi sznne;.etc.

1450-1500 (562 ex5.): Paston B51.12 for

washyng of my sherte and botys;“Scroﬁe ose

244 /3~ 4 to kepe him froo do!nge of schamefulle

thingis; Capgr. St Aug. 58/12 13 aft1r mak1ng of
pbat werke he mad many obir bokes; Merlin 80/16

in makynge .of this pees; Capgr. St.Gilb. 74723

for ddyng gi myracles; Pecock Fbl. 41/13-14 “as

for nurischyng of al pe bodi; Towneley P1. 243/7
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for doyng of myracles; Pecock Fol. 41/13-14 as

for nurischyny of al pe bodi; Towneley Pl. 243/7

‘In bradyng gilbate]s 1 am the most bold;
DSPhilos. 269/19 for yetyny gi good; Capgr.

Chron. 74/21 He deyed with cuttyng of his ' )
veynes; Malory Wks. 216/20 there was drawynge of

swerdys; Ass.Gods 1293 I thanke God & yow of

sauyng of myn honour; Mankind 791 He wenyth

Mercy were honge for stelyny of a mere; Wis. -

337-38 In reformynge of my place ys.-dyght Man;

Cely 74/16 in byeng of ther.stowe; Caxton gﬁ. to

. preysinge of the place; Lancelot 1422 In

satisfaccione and doing of penans; Golagrus &

.G. 467 Thair wes blauing of bemys, braging, and

beir; etc.

some. of the examples belonging here are qualified by
an;adverbial adjunct or tgke an objegiqve predicafive (or
complement), showing that even the strongly nominal -ing
form had begun to éﬁquire a verbal character. The
construction modified by aﬁ a-”ﬁﬁbial adjunct first appears
as early as cl280 in SPass. and then gradually becomes
frequent in the 14;h and 15th centuries. Only a few

examples need to be quoted here:
t

1250-1300 (1 ex.): SPass. 376 pere worp wop

and gruntyng of tep ffasste.
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1300-1350 (6 exs.): Rolle Prose 13/10-11

Consaile es doynge awaye‘gi worldes reches; 1b.

25727 in fu]fi]ljnge of the dedis of ‘mercy

bodili and gostely; etc.

r

1350-1400 (13 exs.): Purity 159-60-gryspyng

harde gi tepe tenfully together; Wycl.Leaven 3/2

for gatynge more p]éntifouﬁli of uordlilfodis;

Dest,Troy 11194 ffor deiryng with dethe of the

derfe grekes; etc.

1400-1450 (25 exs.): Bokenham Sts. 6040 in

lernyng of pe feyth dylygently; Pecock Donet

52/10 bi not weernyng of resoun; etc.

1450-1500 (25 exs.): Paston 880.53 for

takyng awey of John of Berneys; Cely 36/22-23 of

settyng done of the golde; etc.

The construction 'gerund + of-adjunct + objective

seven times in Bk.Lond.E. (1384-1425) in which practically

predicative' occurs only once in Rolle EWr. (a1349) and

the same expression is, however, repeated seven times:

ezt .

Rolle EWr. 99/77-79 Othef many syns par er of

90
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omission, pat es, of levyng of gude undone, whne

men leves pe gude pat bﬁi suld do; Bk.Lond}E. VI

942 to an laborer for makynge clene of our halle

(also in VI 1021, 1035, 1038, 1041, 1053, *and
1058). |

1.4 Type 1V: Determiner + Gerund + gi-Adjuqci

In this type of construction, while being preceded.
by such determiners as aqtgcles. possessives, o
demonstratives.,36 the'gerung is fo]iowed by tﬁe gi—adjunct

which is'syntactically equivalent to a direct object. Its

strong nominal nature’t; doubly indicated by the presence

of the preceding determiner and the fd]lowing_gi-adjuncf. 5

In other words, the gerund‘here has no syntactical verbal
force at all. The determiner is most frequently represented
by the definite article the, but forms other than the are
'also used. This 'the + gerund + of-adjunct’ construction
has received some attenfion'from scholars. For example,
Abbott (18?2. sec. 93) comments that in Sha;espeare it
still seeﬁs to have been regarded as colloqu1a1,37.and
Trnk? (1930, p. 90, n 95) re&arks that it was estabiished
as late as the beginning of the 18th centﬁry. More
recently, however, Partridge (1953, p..92) who only &uotes)
instances from ¢1400 Mandev. states that it apﬁeafs td:have
been regular in ME. Visser's amply.illustrated view38 that

it begins to appear first in the beginning of the l4th

e
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century (cl1303 Mannyng HS) and ;:Ekéahently'becomeﬁ usuaf
seems to be the most reliable one)éo far put forward. The
constructioﬁ with determiners other than the, on the other
hand, has hardly received any treatmentﬂ'éxcept fo; poorly
111ustrated: passing comments.mhde by Jespersen (ggg,v.'
secs. 8.4.2-8.4.5) and Visser (HS, sec. 1120). .
‘Our data cor?ecf the earlier views in several
respéctﬁ. Tables i and 11 clearly indicate that the Type'IV‘
construction first appears arodnd the end of the 12th
cenﬁury (721200 Ancr.) but does not become at all common
for a cgnfury thereafter and then occurs with increasing .
frequency in the 14th and 15th centuries, finally becoming
the most frequently uﬁed of the gerund with object
cqnsfructions in the seéopd half of the 15th century.)
‘fact foréshadows jts increasing fréquencflin ModE. The
following table is classified according to the kiﬁds of
. determiners used before ‘gerund-f Qi—adjunct" L
;onstrucfiqﬁs.‘=(0ef = Definite aFt%cle; Dem =

.Demonstrative; Poss = Possesgiie; Adj = Adjective.)

-

A
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TABLE V

o ) Determiners before Gerunds

Type IV

Def Dem Poss Ad) Other Total~ Types 1-VI

1100-1200 5 0 0 3 0 8 15.4%
. (62.5) (0) (0) - (37.5) (0) (100%)

1200-1250 = 3 0 0 5 1 9 20.9%
(33.3) (0) (0)  (55.6) (11.1) (100%)

1250-1300 s 71 0 0 0 5 "7.8%
(80.0)  (20.0)  (0) (0) (0) (100%)

13001350 55 1 2 27 | 18 103 . 24.5%
| (3.4)  (1.0) (3?9) (26.2) (17.5) (100%)

1350-1400 148 5 10 35 52 250 24.9%
o (59.2)  (2.0)  (4.03— (14.0) (20.8) (100%)°

1400-1450 277 ‘12 25 N\ 52 48 414 24.4%
' (66.9) (2.9) (6.0) (12.6) (11.6) (100%)

1450-1500 496 5 22 26 45 594 35.4%
~(83.5)  (0.8) (3.7) (4.4) (7.6) (100%)

Total 988 24 59 148 164 ' 1383 27.9%
(71.4) (1.7} (4.3) (10.7) (11.9) (100%)

The instances from before 1300 are too scanty to make any
defi;ite statemen; about them, but the above table provides

. the'évidence for a steady increase in the fréqﬁency of use

. Pf the definite article before gerunds from the first half
of the 14th century onwards; This ‘the + géfund + of-
adjunct' cbnstruction is first attested before 1200,

namely, in ?7al200 Ancr {(cf. Table 1), at least a century 2

‘Earlier'than Visser's oldest quotation (cl1303 Mannyng HS).



In late ME the definite article occurs with‘such 1ncréasing-
frequency (and at the expense of the pther determiners) as
to become practically the regy]ar determiner in Type IV
constructions by the end of the 15th century, It is also
clear that constructions with the other determiners with
the exception of the indefinite article a(n) also"make
their first appearanﬁe very much earlier than suggested by
the oldest examples previouslty noted ——as will be

evidenced below.

(1) Definite article (988 exs.)
Those instances which precede Visser's oldest
citation_frbm cl303 are all recorded in the following list

df examples:

1100-1200 (5 exs.}: Ancr 17/16-18 heal mi
blodi sawle of alle pe sunnen $ ha is wid iwyndet

burh mine fif wittes i pe munegunge of ham; 1b.

18/10 [11 pe wurdgunge jesu crist of pine tweof

" apostles; Ib. 42/9-10 ‘pe tilunge of

rihtwisnesse: b is silence. Silence tilejhire;

Ib. 135/4-5 apet te schedunge of ower blod; Ib.

- 169/8-9 pe wesschunge wid uten bitacnekpe

wesschunge, of sawle w¥§ innen.

94 .
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cnawlechunge of his kinewurde nome; St.Juliana

3/2-3 ipe deore wur&munt of his deorewurde sune

7 ipe heiunge of pe hali gast; Wooifg Lord 6-8

Hwat herte is swa hard § ne mei to&m£1te ipe

1250-1300 (4 exs.): SPass. 367 pe net lo is

pe preching of oure lordes lawe; Ib. 1010 pe

preouyng of loue is ffol wirchynge in dedé; 1b.
1085 ffram ham he wente po pe prowynge of a

stone; KAlex. 4073-74 Of pe draweyng of bowgzes
CJ

and stykke bpe eyre:bicom trouble and picke.

N4
1300-1350 (55 exs.): NPass., 1040-41 Of pis

ded wol i be clene And of pe spilling of his

blod; Cursor 18260 And thoru be tinning of

paradis; Otuel & R, 118-19 he wyl thy body (I

spylie, ffor the wynnyng off Spayne; etc.

1350-1400 (148 exs.): NHom.Pass. 2441-42

Scho was pe first pat sufferd shame ffor pe
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neuenyng of Thesu name; Chaucer LGW 2459-60 Ye

han wel herd of Theseus devyse in the

betraysynge of fayre Adryane; Chev.Assigne 194

for pe sauynge of hem Pank pou haste serueth;

etc.

1400-1450 (277 exs.): Hoccl. RP 5437-38

That is the wey vn-to the congueryng Of hevenes

. blysse; Alph.Tales 228/9-10 he ... dischargid

baim pe company & spekjng with'of any
39 - .
strangiers ; PLAlex. 78/31-32 pe wirchipyng of

many goddes we eschu; GRom. 376/32-33 they all

thanked god, for the delyueryng of the yonge

synfulle man; etc.

1450-1500 (496 exs.): Paston 929.57 to the

bying of a gowne for hir; Cely 94/5 at the
makyny of thys lettyr; Caxton Curial 10/8-9 in

the pourchassyng of it; Treat.L. 98/11-13 they

... Wi1l for the purchasyng & receyuyng of

erthly weles trespace ayenste god; etc.

5

There are some cases in which, despite its strohag

nominal character, the gerund in Type IV also has the

- verbal force marked by the addition of an adverbial

adjunct. Constructions of this sort are occasionally, \,////,
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although not as often as in Typé 111, found after 1300:

1300-1350 (2 exs.): Mannyng HS 1482 By pe

drawyng vp of hys honde;-Rolle Prose 23/15 in

the turnynge of thi will enterely to his

seruyce.

1350-1400 (4 exs.): Wynner & W. 2 Thurgh

the takynge of Troye with tresone with-inn;

Chaucer CT X 483 This sacrement bitokneth the

knyttynge togidere of Crist and of hooly

chirche; etc.

1400-1450 (QW: Mandev. 156/32 til the

takynge vp of the boordes; Pecock Donet 102/14-

15 vpon Eg weel vsing and keping of pe v

wittis; etc.

1450-1500 (24 exs.): Paston 290.8-9 for the

hauyng ageyn off my place in castre; DSPhilos.

39/17-18 it is pe puttynge awey'QL loue; Cely

153/10 in the latyng owte of my mony; etc.

t

The following instance is doubly interesting in that

the gerund is in the plural, thereby reinforcing its strong ¢-

97
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nominal character, and is followed by both an of-adjunct

and an objective predicative:

Pecock Fol. 2/18-19 oure synnes ben not ellis

pan be leuyngis of po vertues vndoon.

This is the only example fbungxifkfhe texts examined in our

study.

(2) Demonstratives (24 exs.)

Both Visser (HS, sec. 1120) and Jespersen (MEG, .V,

sec. 8.4.4) record no examples from ME of the

'demonstrative + gerund + of-adjunct' construction. However,

I have noted as many as 25 Eihmples'from c1280 (Sleg.)

onwards:

that

pilk

(2 exs.): Sltey. 62.173 pat biddingue of beden

beoth gquode; Caxton Blanc. 7é/9-f0 to that

loenye andupraysynge of K;:\?Eﬁtﬁ\and frende

J
sEec!all,

{9 exs.): found only in Pecock {(seven times in

Donet and twice in Fol.): Pecock Donet 181/3

pilk forbeding of pe vice is not knowun; Pecock

Fol. 152/36 in pilk chaungyny and turnyng of his

wil; etc. -

(f3 exs.): Cursor 10692 0 pis vouing of

chastite; Firumb. 3243 Let lﬁue al bys

balaunsyng & castynge of Sperés\gﬁstones;.

Cloud 73/16-17 in pis blynde beholdyng of synne; etc.

98
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" (3) Possessives (Genitives) (59 exs.)}’

The earliest instance of the ‘possessive (or
genitive) + gerund + gjradiunéf' construction uhicﬁ has
hitherto been noted is dated clSBi,fhgm Chaucer TC V 1833

40
{“And thus began his loving of cr1se;ne") Cursor (al325¢)

and H1nner W, (c1353), however, provige earlier examples: ‘ (ﬁ\
~ Cursoc,1828T-82 Quils pat hell and sir sathan

Mad pis pair mening o palr man; Ib 28316-17

ober mans beginyng of gode ded Oft sith i letted

for to spede; Winner & W. 255 Let be thy

cramynge of thi kystes; etc.

(4) Adjectives {148 exs.) .
The earliest instance of the 'adjective + gerund +

of-adjunct' construction so far given is again from Chaucer
: 41 .o
and is dated c1375-al400: CT V 243 "They speken of sondry

S~ T

hardyng of metal® As-@il] be ctear from Table V, however,

constructions with adgectives before gerunds already appear
S )

before71200 (?7a1200 Ancr.) and arii:ggnd not infrequently

throughout the ME period, althodgh they again decrease

considerab]y by the second half of the 15th century. Some

examples earlier tz;;/gﬁ;ucer's are given ngow:

Ancr 72/25-26 cusse pe wunde studen i swote
L

munegunge Of pe so¥e wunden; Ib. 91/11 wid lah
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haldung of” h1re seo]uen, Ib. 145/25 pis fa\]ungeh

is eadmod cnawunge of p1n ahne wacnesse' Orm.

'-5612-13 r1hht draedung off Godd te-dop A]l

b1ndenn swa b1n Herrte: OriSOh tord_66}67 wis -

' swote munegunge of p1ne god deden Bevis 3647

gret scorn1ng of h1re. pay maked Cursor 28578. '

'1 H1th worth1 tak1ng 0 E_ fode, Ayenb 21/30 pe

ober 15 fo] n1m1nge of greate spend1nge. Rol]eixf

Prose - 28/9 at grete releuyng & comforthynge of

'ober men:; Alex & D 951 52 m1rbe we hauen, ﬁnr

b)) Other Determ1ners (164 exs )

“tendere touch1nge of p1ng, Bruce Vi 349- 50»%f

f. has so gret varnSyng of v1t, etc.el "5fg3j{

. ,‘. - "'.‘d

Other determ1ners before gerunds (1n order of g

frequency) are Aut';;fy',fli‘ R

llff g ) (68 exs )

1nstanced here1n s1nce c1303 (Mannyng HS),'-T

.imh1ch 1s the date of the earl1est quotat1on g1ve by V1sser

(HS;:sec.'IIZU) 'il*;f_fﬁyej”.,_';- tfaftﬁjjffgig*

' 'f{fﬂannyng HS 8333 34 3yf men or womman be so wy]de

| fTo fordo 9‘ !'g‘of 2 chy]de, Cursor 27248 a"'
“"wast1ng of hIS rent Ayenb. 72/2 3 pe dyap s

'bot a odel1ng of E_ zaule and of B_ bodze.

ﬁpxs wer1dis b]ysse, etc.
7o

B

¢ —— ———

Rolle Prose 34/30 31 na thyng bot a ]ath!ng f a

1
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-; na(n), no {34 exs.): found in this corpus since, 7¢1200
'(ﬂﬂéigJ('a1thoﬁgh'Vissér (ﬂ§& géc. 1129) has no quotations
'andldégper;én (ﬂgg; V, sec. 8.4.4) has examples.oniy from
Shakespeare onwards:. | ' |

HMaid. 36/386 of pis. Ture nis nan acouerunge;

.Cursor.11169—70 Fra pat tim forth had'ioseph'nan

"Mistruing of pat maidan; Bruce 1 596-97 he ...

H;d,ﬂg persawyng Off the tresoun; Chaucer CT X

"‘1008 this is gﬁ_departyngé of shrifte; etc.

any {24 exs.): found in this corpus since ?al400 (Cloud),
S EP . : . - L"\o;
Cwhich is far earlier than Visser's firstfqUotation (HS,

.sec. 1120)‘dated cl1475:

\V

iC]Budff3[20-21}withoutyh any chaunging of |

'confehauncé; Ib. 78/21 wip-outyn ... any

pronounsyng of worde;'Mirk Fest. 109/1-2 wythout

ee._any enpayrygg 2i pe sta[llke; etc.

muche ,. mekil, mo}e (10 exs.)g not previously mentioned

elsewhere, but attested herein since 1369 {Chaucer BD):
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Chaucer BD 536-37 wher I myght ought Have more

knowynge of hys thought; PLAlex. 27/21 vggande

for to see Eg,mekil scheddynge of blude; Scrope

DSP 14/24-25 kepe you fro to muche 1adghinge aﬁd

mokking of other; etc.

al (9 ex§.)i not previously noted, but found herein since

?7al400 (Dest.Troy):

Dest. Trox 9206 Hit sem1th me vnsertain, all

serchyng gj wayes; Cloud 8/13 for to distroie

alle wetyng & feling of pe owne being; MKempe

248/19-20 I myth han al knowyng & vndirstondyng

of pe preuyteys of God; etc.

such (a), s1i (8 exs.): not previously mentioned, but

attested in this corpus since cl300 (Havelok):

Havelok 2684 per was swilk dreping of be folk;

Cursor 19239 To mak sli lesing o pi sale; Usk TL

I viii 87 as fer as suche doinge of my cure

streccheth; Pecock Fol. 212/9-10 for whych y

deuyysid such a departyng of po tablis; etc.

42"

a/alli/any maner (6 exs.): not previously commented upon,

but exemplified herein since Chaucer:
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Chaucer CT VIII 94-96 Cecile ... Is joyned, by a

manere conjoynynge of “hevene" and "Lia"; Pecock

Donet 109/19-20 In pe first poynt of pe first

table is conteyned al maner kunnyng and knowing

of god and of godii pingis; DSPhilos. 87/25-26

swere nat}byiéod for any maner wynnynge of"
syluer; etc. |
.
som/sum (3 exs.): not hitherto mentioned, but attested in
our corpus once in the second half of the 14th century
(c1385 Usk TL) and twice in the first half of the 15th

century:

Usk TL 111 iii 144 som doing of accion ... is

;a ‘
comm1nge fer toforn it be; York ,P1. 66/334 Harke

sone! sum saluyng of our sare, Z-r:er. 2298 0f
\_

. amelok to haue sum know]achyng.

quhat ‘what' (1 ex.): not previously noted, but exemplified
herein once in the second half of the 15th century (E1475

RCoilyear):

. ﬁCoilxear 499-500 It micht be preisit preiudice,

... To se quhat granting of grace the king wald
the gaif. | ' -
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;1.5 Type V: Gerund + Object

Jhis is the type of construction in which the gerund
with no determiner preced1ng takes a direct object without
the he]p of the prepos1t1on of, and clearly has a verbal

character -in addition to its inherent nominal one. In .

o~

Present-day English it is the regular construction when the .
gerund has an object of its own; it competes with the.
construction 'the + gerund + of-adjunct'”with strong .

nominal force dealt with in section 1.4,

Many previous scholars43 have piaced the origin of
tHis cdnstrucpionfin the ldth century, more specifiﬁai1y
its.second half, ﬁaking their-earﬂﬁegt examples from

Chaucer of Langland: Chaucer CT. VII 1624 "in getynge of .

your richesses and in usynge hem“; PP1.B XIV 186-87

“Confessioun, and'knpwlechyhg and crauyng thi mercy Shulde
amende vs". Mosse (1938, p. 104),:0n the other ﬁaed,
Believes that the-consieuctien first appears aboet"the end
of the 12th century, dieguised in:the‘ferm of the present

participle in -ende, as in: Trin.Hom. 65/24 "pe pridde is

menende his synnes bifore gode"; Ib. 157/23-25 "welnehg ech
man 3ife§'his‘a1messe eiﬁer fer_godes Tuue and‘fbr hauende
hereword and for to be wur3ed fer énd'ner:be pe he cnowen
is". But the forms in -ende from Trin.Hom. may be better
explained as due to-a phonemic tendency of the 1nf1ected

dnfinitive after to to become -ende, which has been
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1n$tancéd‘sincé late OE and is very frequent in Trin.Hom.,
although in the above cases to is absent . Curime (1912, pp.

352-55) puts it even further back and cites his earliest

example from c950 Lindisfarne Gospel, Luke 7.45: “ne blann
' 45 '

cossetungeés foeta mine" . Curme's example and, for that

matter, practically q]} 0E examples ofrthe gerund with an
. accusatjye object are, as some scholar546 rightly point
out, iﬁ%%r]inear glosses. or slavish imitations of the Latin
;original, which are perhaps the least reliable of all .
classes of documents for syntactic purposes. More recently,
: B; Irwin's study (1967, pp. 158-59), which is based on
selected prose texts from c700 through ¢1400, claims that
the construction under discussion_first appears {n
MPPsalter dated c1350. However, Visser (HS, sec. 1123) has
much gér]iér indﬁsputab]e quotations from c1303 (Mannyng
HS) 0anrds.4? _ |
Qur data shown in Tables 1 and Il indicates that the

v

gerund + object construction (Type V) first appears before

1300, aﬁmely; in 7a1300 (MS c1330) Arth.& M. at least
51ight1y-earlier than the examples‘reﬁordea‘by Visser and

more than half a century earlier than has genera]]y.been >
considered tp'be the case. It &oes, however, remain very

rare until 1400, being uéed inlonly 5.4% of thglinstances

from 1300-1350 and-5.8% of the examples from 1350-1400.

This c0nstrﬁction then gradually comes.into common use,



-ranking third in frequency by the middle of the 15th

century (14.9% and 19.6% for 1400-1450 and 1450-1500
respéctive]y), wh}ch foreshadows a great future ahead for
tﬁap construction. A dialecEa] study of Type V brings to
light some interesting and conflicting points. The dates of
?pe olQesp instances over dialects are: East Midland ?al300
(Arth.& M.), Northern c1300 (NHom), Southeastern 1340
(ﬁxgﬂg.), Southwestern c1378 (PP1.B), and West Midland
?7c1380 (Purity). From this the West Midland dialect would
seem to have been-the last to initiate this construction,
but it is nonetheless instanced unusuatly often fn the late
l4th-century Nest-Midland texts Purity and Dest.Troy. On
the other—hand, it occurs as early as c¢l1300 and cl1325 in

the Northern dialect, but it does not appear again therein
L8

until c1420 (Alph.Tales). Furthermore, its development seems

to have actually taken placefﬁ:;nly and consistently in the
East Mid]qnd dia1ectf however, there are a number of East
Midland texts in which not a trace of it can be detected.

it thus appears that the sta&istica] evidence (displayed in.
Table 1) reveals no clear-cut or particularly significant
tendencies toncerning dialectal variations. On the

éontrary. the s}atistics reveal a marked inconsidtency in
usage within, as well as between, dialects and even within
individual texts.'In this connection the development of

this notable verbal feature does not seem to be connected

with the form of composition of the text; or, rather, the
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varjation obsgr;ed may be due to factors other than .the
dia]dzt and fogm of tomposition used, such as the length
andfdate of cdmpos{tion of the text. Thus, the construction
under consideratidn‘ig comparafjvély common in some of the
late ME texts examined, such as ?c1380 Purit!.'c1385 Usk
TL, ?al400 Dest.Troy, cl400 Mandev, 721425 Chester Pl.y,
c1445 Pecock Donet, 1425-1520 Paston, c1454 Pecock Fol.,
and al460 DSPhilos., and, more interestingly, it can even
be said to be the regular construction in such texts as
cl440 Jacob's W., 1450 Scrope DSP, most of Caxton's works
dated 1474-90, and al500 Partenay.. However, althoﬁgh this
15th century situation may suggest the probable
predominance of Type V over the other types in time to
come, it cannot be said to pe the prevai]ipg type in late
ME, even durjng the period 1450-1500,'35 1s.occasiona11y
c]aimed‘:48

In view of the importance of the earlier stage of
development of Type V, all of the limited examples
collected for the period up to 1350 are quoted or noted
below, with composition and manuscript dates added.

Thereafter, the number of Type V examples becomes too great

to list more than some typical examples:

1100-1200: none.



1200-1250: none.

1250-1300 (1 ex.): 721300 (MS c1330) Arth.3

M. 1301-02 pe messanger made anon asking Whi he

made swich leizeing. (Cf. MS Linl (al425) 1336-

A

38 peo messangeres ... Sone askeden him po

Wherfore pat he lowy so.)

1300-1350 (23 exs.): cl300 (MS al400) NHom.
112/2-4 Sain Jon was ... bjsi In ordaining of
priestes, and clerkes, And in casting kirc

. 49 .
werkes;  c1303 (MS al400) Mannyng HS 408 yn

feblyng pe body with moche fastyng; Ib. 8103 ¥
50
tolde of handlyng synne as y koude (also in

80, 86, 94, 114, 138, and 1802); 1b. 10989-90
51

'Eleccyoun' ys 'weyl chesyng A gode man to
kepe holy pyng'; al325 Med.Supper 173-74 ¥Yn

goyny to pe dep, he shewed obedyens ¥Yn

fulfyllyng hys faders comoundemens; al325 (MS

al400) Cursor 781 0 wftyng bath god and ill

jee suld be lauerds at 3our will; Ib. 5195 Wit-

outen asking help of sun; Ib. 12756-57 In

baptising bath yong and ald Men soght til him;

21338 (MS a1450) Mannyng Chron. 93-95 1 see in

song, in sedgeyng tale of Erceldoun & Kendale,

Non pam says as pai pam wroght; 1340 Ayenb.
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82/32-34 pe zope wyt ... is in knauynge wyp-oute
wybnimynge pet ech ping is worp; al349 *(MS

al450) Rolle EWr. 36/279-81 Now, swet Jhesu,

graunt me grace to touche pe with criynge mercy
for my synnes (also in 28/26-30); Ib. 78/167 in

wirkyng profitabel thynges; al350 MPPsalter

18.12 mechel 3elding is it in keping hem; Ib.

56.4 in reproceinge pe defouland me; Ib. 88.32

in chasteing her wickednesses; Ib. 118.9 In what

byngye amendebp pe jenge man hiS waie in keping py

wordes?

1350-1400 (58 exs.): Chaucer Fortune 53-54

The-negardye in keping hir richesse Prenostik is

thou wolt hir tour assayle; Purity 1542 wyth

plattyng his paumes; Usk TL II iii 104-05 Fyr is

cheef werker in fortheringe sustenaunce to

mankynde; St.Erk’,124 In confirmynge pi Cristen

faithe; Dest.Troy 12204 This Vlixes ... callis

hym the cavse of cacchyng pis toun; etc.

1400-1450 (253 exs.): Mandev. 110/35 31f

he fayle of takynge his praye; Song Roland 80

For drechinge and dremynge & trobling his

wittis; Chester P1. 362/130-31 By breaking the

bread I knew his face; Audelay Poems 54.139-40 A



mynster pai made with masse, Fore metyng be men

on pe masse; Death & L. 136-38 in liking this

liuinge ... there was rydinge & revell that

ronge in the bankes; GRom. 10/12 in borowing pe

armour of pe ded kny3xt; etc.

1450-1500 (328 exs.): Paston 569.35-36 for

the licence of morteisyng certein lyuelode;

Scrope DSP 286/7 without hating thayme; :-Merlin

30/31-32 1 may not go with yow with-oute takynge

leve of here; Malory Wks. 31/34-35 withoute

.Makynge any more debate; Ludus C. 300/817 for

onys haskyng mercy hefne is his mede; Cely 42/19

[ schatl aquytte'you in takyng dowble the payne
for your sake; Caxton Paris & V. 50/28 wythoute

hauyng ony chylde; Treat.L 129.3-4 bi beryng
paciently aduersite; Partenay 1437-38 Thes

wordes outred the kyng of Cipriens, After

demaundyng vriens ful sad; etc.

The examples quoted above are all those of the
gerund followed by a simple noun or 2 noun clause as its

object. In the following seven cases, the object of the

gerund is a to-infinitive:

110
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1400-1450: Jacob's W. 121/2 in makyng ... &

@

‘no3t wyllyng to aeldxn'him; Pecock Donet 52/20
in forberyng to take moche more of hem offrid to
him; Ib. 57/26-27 ocon is in chesing rapir and

more to do pe parfiter vertuose werk pan pe

lasse; Ib. 58/15 in not sparyng forto worche pe

vertu.

1450-1500:" Caxton Charles 14/22-23 he hath
lytel to do in desyryng to haue my nyece to wyf;
Ib. 117/9 wythoute demaundyng to opene the dore;

Caxton En. 29/31 in eschewynge to falle in-to

olde age.
,_.—‘\_\
There is, however, one interesting instance in which

the gerund appears tlo govern the bare infinitive as its

_ 53
object, although another interpretation may be possible:

Chaucer TC V 835-37 TrO/(u;;\ was nevere ... in no

degree secounde In durryng don that longeth to a

knyght.

Thfs construction is also found to occur four times
& .
with direct and indirect object (a), and 15 timés wit¥

object and objective predicative (b):

-
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(a) Jacob's W. 61/31-33 Also alle pat comoun

wyttyngly wyth ony persone acursyd be name in

euyng hym comfort in the same synne; 1b. 69/13-
euyng on " «

Fﬁ\g) 15 in wytyng an-oper man pi defauzte, & in
- & 7
wytyng pi-self be goodness pat pou hast of an-

oper; DSPhilos. 119/21 withoute doynge himself

any proufite.

(b) Jacob's W. 69/13 in trowyng pi-self bettyr

pan pou art; Ib. 182/5-6 no3t in holdyng grete

—

synnes smale, ne in heldyng smale synnes grete;

Ib. 201730 in makyng hem pe boldere, pe
hardyere; Pecock Donet 78/9-10 Chargys of
parischens toward her curate\or her prelate

stonden ... in suffring him to fulfille alle pe

dedis of his office; Pecock Fol. 181/31 in

comaundyng hem fle fro vs; Caxton Prol.& Epil.

7:43 in making the sayd langage ornate and fayr;

Caxton Charles 193/28-29 wythoute letyng them to

be known; Partenay 1787-88 After commaundyng

thes brethren com hir to, lenger myght not she -~

it withold well. (Other examples: Jacob's W.
121/1, 159/2-3 (2 exs.)}, 296/14; Pecock Donet -
76/21, 97/25) '

- In some of the above'examples (i.e. Pecock Donet 78/9-10,

4 .




.PECOCR $o]-~481]31‘.Caxton Charles 193/28-29, Partena!
ﬂ-1787 B8) the obJect1ve pred1cat1ve is an 1nfin1t1ve with

a1 w1thout ‘to. The examples in-{a) and (b) are all dated

-from about the middle of the 15th century onwards, occurr1ng

over half/i/jentury earlier than any examples quoted by
JeSpersen (MEG, V, secs. 9.3.8-9.3.9) from More, Sidney,
and Shakespeare. A
1.6 Type VI: Determther'+ Gerund + Object

This is the type of construction in which the

gerund,?preceded'by suCh oeterminers as articles,

posseSsives, and oemonstrat1ves _governs an object without ..

the help- of the prepos1t1on of. Here the gerono is of a
m1xeorchanaoter to some extent verba] (by governing'a‘
direct object) to some Lextent nom1na1 (by taking an
adnom1na1 adJunct before it). Th1s mixed construct1on is
‘occas1ona11y found 1n early ModE, > notab]y.1n'5
Shakespeat‘e,%6 bot it is by no means common in Present- day
Eng11sh except after possess1ves (genjt1ves) and no (as in
the formulaic 'there is no -ing + object'). It is difficult
to aeoertain'at what stage this type of construction first
'”oame into existenée ow1ng to the scarc1ty of stud1es
jde'vloted to it. Regard1ng the construct1on ‘the + gerund,+
object'-f——the.most representat1ve pattern of Type VI,

- Visser (HS, sec._ll24)‘states‘that_jt'og£ur$_from'the,"

beginning of -the 14thjoehtuhy,‘The’first instance he"g{ves

>
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“'f:1 1s dated a1333 from Shoreham Poems I 151 53 "At comp1yn

'Juhyt was y bore To Q_ beryynge, pat nob]e corps of 1hesu

' ,ﬁnoble corps of 1hesu’cryst“'w1thout comma between berx! ge ”Q”"

iy

‘ ” }w1l1 be shown 1ater.

-dredand our Lord ) are~a11 of the express1on the + -and +

R .. :

."J:obJect referr1ng to human be1ngs (as V1SSer h1mse1f

":?-fﬂcryst“, wh1ch 15 c1ted 1n Visser as» eee To b_ beryynge batj ;

o

.]l‘g and p v Th1s 1nterpretat1on 15 obv1ously WPO"Q. because";

£
f: o H

;;E'% noble torps of Ihesu cryst 15 1n app051t1on to the
:'-y preparatory subgect h1t not the obJect of the gerund E_

b !g yé The rema1n1ng s1x quotat1ons from the 14th

‘century (e g. c1350 MPPsalter 14 5 “God glor1f1es E;

“ifr1ght1y notes), wh1chrwod1d however, better be regarded as

r_:._ -~ 57

4'_:examp]es of the present part1cp1e used nom1na1]y. As

Jhturns out. xhe ear11est 1ndwsputab1e examp]es recorded by

":'*V1sser are-7a1400 (MS a1425) Pau1 Ep1st 166/1 2 “be 3ee

l schod pe feet 1n b_ dyghtynge E_ euange]ie of gees c1410 :“}
Ry eYork MGame 76 3e may know a greet hert~by b_ berzng E_ )
_}*woode“.;As for determiners other than the before gerunds

'.Jespersen and V1sser make only br1ef references to them a8’

s

Our statlsttcal ev1dence shown 1n Tab]es I and II

‘:"-?iiindicates that the Type VI construction is first found 1n‘:
?{the period 1300= 1350 but ramains extremely rare down to the
'fend of the ME,period be1ng found on1y a few t1mes in a '

"3ﬂ limited number of texts. This makes questionab]e Visser 5.

". 1'1& "
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.remark that 'the two constructions 'the +

gerund + of-
"rfandnct' and ‘the + gerund + object' were used with almost
J.equﬁl freqdency after iSOO'(ﬁé sec. 1124). This scarcity
~should not bg:uﬁexpected; considering tﬁe fact that the
gérund goyérniﬁg a diréct object tType V) was still in
embryo iﬁ.1a£é ME. The foijowing tab]e!gives the freguency
“‘distribqtién'of determiners before 'gerund + object' and
demonstrates that determiners other than‘the defnite

article and possesives rarely precede the gerund + object

" construction:

. | | TABLE V1
ftz e -ﬁetérminers before 'Gerund + Object'
| ~ -

T Type VI
Def ~ Dem Poss Adj Other Total Types 1-VI
1100-1200 o o o o o o ox
| 1206-1250 0 o 0 o 0 0 0%
1250-1300 - - o o 0 o 0 - 0 o
1an-i§50 0 0 1 0 1 2 0.5%
1350:1400 ‘io 1 2 o 1 4 | 0.4%
1400-1450 0. - 1 5 o - 1 7 0.4%
1450-1500 12 0. 4 0 T A '1.0%
Tofals S V. 2 12 0. 4 30 0.6%

(40.0%) (6.7%) {40.0%) (0%) (13.3%) (100%)

* Includes one dative example.
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This study was unable to produce any indisputable
examples of the construction ‘the + gerund + object' that
were earlier than the first acceptable citations from
Visser. Our corpus provides the following instances) all

dated from the period 1450-1500:
Scrope DSP 6/5-7 he saithe that experiences

makith good chastising and the taking hede to

the ende drauyth to good trust; 1b. 138/5 be it be

seruice or bi the yeuynge it a-yen; lb. 234/25

the settinge a-side besinesses upon vnprofitable

bingis; Ib. 276/31 in the biholdinge the feire

fethers of his taile; DSPhilos. 19/33-34 of the

seyenge haye to, he is wors than the ignorauht

whiche is of euel wille; Paston 395.54-557with-

in vj dayes aftire the so takyng as well the Ve

names of the seyd prisoners as theire estate,

degré, or condicioun; Ib. 901.31-33 grete

— e

LY

remorse I haue in my soule of the vntrewe)forgyng

and contryvyng certqyﬁe testamentys .and last wyl]
by naked wordes; 1b. 914.93 The iiijth
concideracion is th'encrese also of cunnyng and

ee. the neceésary havyng the grete merite of

such doctrine of our faith and Cristes lawe;

Caxton Reyn. 24/7-8 The wythholdyng you fro it

can doo yow no good; Treat.L. 101/31-33 for the



auoutrye that the folke of gaba dyde one nyghte

Ay

in the.rauysshyng the wyf of a man, were slayne

”

Ix. & v. M. men.

In the two quotations from Pastﬁn (901.31-33 and 914.93)
the nominal character of the gerund.is still more .
predominant on account of the presence not only of the
definite article but of an adjective as well. The
construction with the also occurs, although only twice,

with object and objective predicative:

Pecock Fol. 122/27-30 neipir ignoraunce excusip
a man from synne in pe deede which he doop, or

in pe leuyng a good deede gi comaundement vndoon

vndir pe same ignqraunce; Paston 336.32 for the

~—~ " letyng me haue knowlage of the areragys of your

lyuelod, he hathe don resonably well hys deuer..

These two citations {(dated cl454 and 1469 respectively) are
far earlier than the oldest examples of this construction
"given by Jespersen (ggg, V, sec. 9.3.9) from Daniel Defoe
and by Visser {(More, sec. 126) from St. Thomas More.

To date, Schmidt (1900, p. 126) seems to have
presented the earliest noted exmple of‘this Type VI
construction with the demonstrative: c1449 Pecock Repr. 556

“of this forbering the touche cometh noon yuel®. (Visser

117
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makes no mention of this.) NeVerthéless, I have come across

Y

two earlier 1nstances with the demonstrat1ve th1s one of

them actually be1ng from the second ha]f of the 14th

century, but no examp1es with the demonstrat1ve that.

. 58
c1378 PP1.B V 385 This shewyng shrifte ces

shal be meryte to the; c1445 Pecock Donet

206/27-30 bi pis stif attending and occupiyng

N
hem aboute pe maters of preising and of preiyng,

pou schalt lete hem hot wauer aboute opire

pingis and maters vnpertinent to pe maters of pi :

preising and preiyng.

Turning to the Type VI construction in which a
possessive pronoun precedes the gerund foilowed by a direct

object, it is noted that, a]though Visser (HS, sec. 1123)

quotes one instaxce from ME under his ‘'gerund + object'

classification,{it is dated cl470. Actually, the

construction with t ossessive appears much earlier,

being attested from 1340 (Ayenb.) on:

Axenb.‘270/26-28 wylne myd guode wylle to polye:

be pyne ofseruynge pet he polede myd guodé wy1Te;

Dest. Troxf13765 -66 Thus Achillis achevit his awne

choyse frendes, Thurgh his prokuryng prestly all

o~
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the pure Trojens; Mandev. 127/11-12 we han

here makynge houses and schippes of oke or of

ony oper trees; Ld.Troy 12023-24 His long lokyng .

hir loueli sight Be-raff; him Eiene of his

‘myght; ‘Mirk Fest. 273/30-32 pou woldest leue py

pursuyng’crysten-pepull, and aske God ﬁercy.wyth

a meke hert, y tryst to God pat he wold 3eue pe
mercy, and take pe to grace; Jacob's M. 133;26

in pi bygyng onythyng pou lackyst it; Paston
576.9-10 After my takyng leefe he called me

agayn; DSPhjlos. 265/11-12 I haue grete merueile

of hem that speken thinges that bene hurtefulle,

fbr his holdyng peas were moche bettir; Cely
144/3-5 1 fynde hym the same man that he whas in

his sayeng that that money ys the dewte of

Wylliam Brereley; Treat.L. 96/12-13 beholide how

he vpon the harde crosse was sore traueyliled the

day of his. letyng blood

The following quotation provides a remarkable example
with the gerund in the plural followed by a direct

. 59
object:

Jacob's !.,108/25728 pou hast ... no3t kept pe
haly-day, nojt kept thy penaunce, takyng non
hede of pi wycked suspectys, & of pi fals '



demynges, ne of pi strynges opere to synne. )

i

Another-case which deserves particular mention is

found in:

RRose 2061-62 If thee lyst to undirstande, I '

merveile the askyny this demande.

This is apparently an example of the gerund preceded'by the
: . . 60
dative (not possessive) pronoun the 'thee', not by the
_ - \Qi
definite article the as Visser and others have assumed.
Jespersen (MEG, V, sec. 9.3.3) and subsequently
Visser (HS, sec. 1123) give an early instance from early

ModE of the Type VI constrhction preceded by an adjective:

1624 Francis Bacon, New Atlantis 3.8 “the deniale of

landing, & hasty warning us away". The ME texts examined,

however, did not yield any similar examples, with the
possible exception of Pa;ton 901.31-33 and Pecock Donet
206/27-30 already quoted, in‘which an adjective co-0CCcurs
with the and this respectively.

Examples of Type VI with other, miscellaneous
determiners.are found three times with no and once with al

maner 'all manner of':

Cursor 23811-14 Quen we it proue pat es to late,

./
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Es par ﬁg mending ban pe state, Es par na wai
be-for vs ridd Cun tak us better pan we did;
Dest.Troy 1937-38 loke 5at no lettyng ger pe

lenge here, Ne no tarying the tyde for tene pat

may folow; Paston 912,.31-34 a wrytyng ... that

he ne none yn hys name make no distreynyng‘ﬁg

manassynyg or jnquietyng none tenaunt ne person

that occupyeth *the londes ne pastures.

Pecock Donet 108/20-22 in pe first poynt of pe

first table, ... is tretid of al maner leernyng,

knowing and remembring what god is, and what

hise benefetis and punysschingis ben.

The quotation from Cursor seems to be the earliest insta
? ’ 62

of 'there is no -ing + object', now a frequent idiom

meaning 'it is impossible to —"'.

nce
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NOTES TO CHAPTER 1

1
The term 'accusative' simply implies that the object

is non-genitival and non-prepositional,

2
The term ‘determiner' is used in a wider sense, to

cover all grammatical words which act as adjuncts to nouns.

3 -
I have excluded from these statistics the frequency

of the participial suffixes -inde, -ende, -ande used as

gerqndia] suffixes in some ME, especially early ME texts,
owing to their functional and phonological merging, although
they will be referred to in the subsequent discussion as
occasion arises. |

4
Gaaf (1928, p. 39) regards this sinnes as plural,

but the meaning here is clearly 'sin's quenching', -but not
‘sins' quenching'. Cf. EETS 49, p. 7, side-note.

5 :

Note that the object\here is not expressed by the
~personal pronoun, but by th;-relative pronoun. Visser (HS,
sec. 1106) also adduces several instances from the l4th and

-~
15th centuries.

6
This instance (7cl1300) antedates the earliest

quotation {al325) in MED (s.v. his 6. (c)).



123

-

7
Cf. Gaaf 1928, p. 33, and Mustanoja, ME Syntax, p.

574

8
The following examples are excluded from our

statistics:

Body & S. 375-76 Merci criende litel availede

1

3Iwan Crist it wolde so harde wrac; Ayenb., 35/15-
‘L7 per is anober lenere corteys pet lenep wyp-

oute chapfare makiinde; lb. 42/12-15 pe vifte is

ine ham pet be markat makinde, letep hare

benefices oper chongep. pe ziste is ine ham pet

be markat makinde guop in-to religion.

Here we have instances of the gerund with participial

ending -inde/-ende standing after an object-indicatind,
noun, where in ModE the gerundial form in -ing would be
used. W.P. Few (1896, pp. 271 and 274) explains that the
cases from Ayenb. are translations of the OF gerund (“san
marchie faisant", “par marchie fesant", “par marche fesant"
respectively) and that the one from Body & S. might also
very well be due to contact with OF. Visser (HS, sec. 1112)
comments, however, that they were possibly developed from

n

OFE combinations of present participles with objects.

g .
These texts are from the East Midland and West

Midiand areas, bui this archaism cannot be said to be a

feature of Midlands English at this time. It is also noted
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(to a lesser degree) in Alph.Tales (Northern) and MKempe

(EMid),.but no other 15th century texts examined from the
Midlands areas point to this feature, as is clearly seen
from Table I.

10 :
Visser (HS, sec. 1119) misinterprets this Romanz as

plural, but the form is clearly singular.

11
This is a remarkable example in that the of-adjunct

is separated by the gerund from the noun it modifies. Three
such instances have been discovered in our corpus, the

other two beiny:

ursor 28161 For skath takyng of his

catell; York R1. 172/17 In witnesse-bering of pat light.

12 .
For example, Kittredge (1891, p. 100) regards the

noun Venus in Chaucer TC 111 48 as genitive singular
without ending.

13
Gaaf, 1928. Cf. also Sweet 1891, sec. 140.

14 ' .
Visser's wrong example is: Jacob's W. 192/4-7 "pere

was a tollere clepyd Perys, wondyr-ryche, to pe pore
vimercyfull, non almes jeuynge, but pe pore dyspysing, &

hem betyng or cachhyng out at his gatys, wyth his doggys",

in which hem betyng or cacchyng out is clearly a
participial, not gerundial, construction, modifying a

tollere clepyd Perys.

15
MED (s.v. defending 1.{a)) construes pe defendyng as
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‘defense of yourself, self-defense'.

16
Schmidt 1900, p. 132.

17 -
This is a noteworthy example in that the of-adjunct

is separated by the gerund from the noun it modifies.
Visser has found only three such instances, including the
one from Gower CA, W) ME and ModE (HS, sec. 1118). I have

come across another instance in Caxton En. 113/29 "in the

—

coniunction makyng of the with Pluto". See also n. 11l

above.

18
By hyphenating shippe and makinge the editors

{Lumiansky and Mills) seem to have taken fhe whole
combination as a compound, modified by this, but the
question arises whether -it is 'the makinge of this shippe"
or ‘this [shfppe-makinge]‘. There is nothing that may be
seen as an indication one way or another, as is rightly
pointed ouf by Visser (HS, sec. 1116).

19 . ‘ _ N ‘
Brunner (1962, p. 354), however, takes the noun

bropur as s-less genitive.
20 ’ o - .

See Gaaf 1928, pp. 35-37. .

Gaaf (1928, p. 34), however, takes flech founge as a

compound, meaning 'conception’'.

22 - : i
See also Schmidt 1900, pp. 130-32, and Visser, HS,.
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Sec. 1117.
23
Quoted from Gaaf 1928, p. 40.
24 : . |
Cf. Visser, HS, sec. 1111, o
25 -

Visser (HS sec. 1119) remarks that in the ModE

period, ‘painstaking’, rep]acing peintaking from fhe'1atter_

half of the 16th century, .is. perhaps the on]y example in

ex1stence of the gerund preceded by 1t5 plura] obgect ‘His

earl1est 1nstance is, however, the 1556 quotation in OED

(s.v..painstaking). Yet, the examp]e from Pecock Donet

-(cl1445) is about a century older.

26" R :
W.W. Skeat takes this matires as genitive plural

(The Complete Works of Geoffrey Chaucer, Vo. V [Oxford:

‘Clarendon Preés, 1894], Glossary, s.v. Matere).

27 . o .
Cf. Fries 1940, pp. 253-54, . -
2

" pp-. 74-75.

29 .
“Quoted by MustanOJa, ME Sznta p. 74.

30 : .
See Jespersen, Growth, sec. 208; Jespersen, MEG V,

sec. 8.4.6; Poutsma 1926, p. 484; Visser, HS, sec. 1120;

Visser,‘Hore; sec. 123; etc.

Cf. wWilliams 1975, p. 253 and Mustanoja, ME Syntax,

126 .
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31 - L
Out of 4 959 examp1es of the gerund w1th 1ts obaect

2,079, or 41.9% come under th1s category (cf.~Table lI)

32, . o : *
Th1s supremacy of Type IV over Type 111 may,

jﬂhowever be ascr1bed to 1ts very frequent occurrence 1n

_‘Pecock Fol. ‘and C _elx because the 1atter st111 actual]y

A rema1n more .common . 1n the maJor1ty of texts examlned for
the per1od 1450 1500 (cf Table I).

"33 - -
See a]so Tag1ma 1977, p. 123

34 o _ j. :
' MED (s V. bﬁreusinge) COhstrues this word as a noun,

not a-gerund,_

35
Poutsma {1926, p. 511) seems to be. wrong in

'suggest1ng that the construct1on with of 5 rarely used
-when the ObJECt is 1nd1cated by a pronoun, because the
"construction 1n quest1on is not 1nfrequent1y met w1th
‘throughout the late ME period. See for 1nstance, Bruce V
. 81-82, 2 v1 556 x 571-72; Chaucer CT VII' 1636, X 497;
_Usk TL I v111 20 II xii . 121 22; GOwer CA 1. 1929 8.336;
'Cloud 61/23 24 93/13 122/12 Hyc] Pre]ates 70/13 98/9-

10, 103/1 2 A]ph Tales 157/28-29, 435/15-16, 501/3-8;

HKemEe 53/13-15 69/21-22, 96/29, 150/33; Pecock'g23££
57/21, 98/52;33 Paston 156 .5, héi 17 337. 748; Capgr.
St.Kath. 3.175;.5.933 Towne]e! AR zeslzas 358/169;
DSPhilos. 89/22-23, 287/7; _Ell 53/25 133[40;ACaxton
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f Th1s is; the on)y 1n5tahce fOund i our. corpus in

wh1ch the gerund ( Eek!ng), form1ng a klnd of syntact1c

un1t w1th a prepos1t1on (w1th),.1s fo]lowed by an of-‘

;lcadgunct._V1sser (HS .sec. 1124) mere]y repeats Jespersen S

3

. 7flj;quotat1on from 1930 Somerset Maugham Cakes and Ale 70:

;39%‘1f she had the 1ook1ng after of me" (MEG ﬂ,‘sec.

40 Sl T .
See Vlsser, ﬂg,;sec;.ngo and.deshérseh, MEG, V,

41 '_\:.'. . . S . . ‘ M
0 }r: Aga1n. see both Vosser, HS, sec. 1120 and Jespersen,

SN \ » SEL. A1
' .:L} E6 y sec. 8 4 2 oy &‘\féij

42 S
Note that 1n all the instances co]lected here

'“-_;.(a/a1llany) maner 15 used 1n apposition with the fol]ow1ng

o

[ MY '

V1SSEF, HS sec;‘{124:j£fﬁ“also‘Kiﬁoxe IQTI;HQQ;S?,.-
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" noun in ME, as in : 221300 Trf;trem 289-90 “He tau3t him
ich alede Of ich mgggg.gj_glg!g".‘ '
| 43 ' -
See QED, s.V;.—igg]Z; Jespersen, MEG, V. sec.
- 8.3.1; Trnka 1930 p. 92; Gaaf }928, p. 41; Brunner 1962, p.
355; Poutsma 1926, p. 511; etc. .
44 .
For this interpretation see Visser, HS, sec. 1018,
45 | - -

The Latin original runs: "non cessavit osculari

. pedes meos" {(Onions 1914-15, p. 170).

46 :
Onions 1914-15, p. 170;”Mu5tang£a, ME Syntax, pp.

568 & 572; Visser, HS, se;, 1005, In Mustanoja's view,
howevers, “"they do suggest that fhe noun in -ing is at least
capable o acquir}ng verbal properties” (ME Syntax, p.
572]. | | |

n

RN

47
As a matter of fact, Visser gives two earlier

examples from 2a1200 Trin.Hom., neither of whicﬂ can be
iookbd upo; as genuine 1nstances.70ne is Trin.Hom 65/24,
the same as'Mossf's earliest example-discussed above, and
the othér is Ib. 55/14-17 “we auen ... don us in to helle
~wite for ure mudes mete on pre wise on étinge to michel on
estmetes'be brédea sinnes ...%, which must be regyarded as

" an instance of the gerund modified by an adverb (cf.

Chapter I11):




130

48 "/

See Kisbye 1971, pp. 56 and 61; OED, s.v. -ingl 2.

49 - . _
This instance shows the two types (III and V) in

juxtaposition in one and the same sentence. Visser (HS sec.
1123) records only six instances from ME, but I have come
across 10 such e#amp]es. The remaining nine are: Chaucer
CT VII 1624, X 464-65; Usk TL I Prol. 65-66; Dest.Troy

2282; Mandev. 12/33-35; Jacob's W. 17/15, 99/22-24, 130/13%

14; Caxion Prol. & Epil. 96a.37-40. They may at least

suggest that thev'modern' type V was encroaching upon the
territory of Type 11l as the prevailing type in late ME.

50 - .
Mossé (1952, sec. 110} construes this Synne as

genitive plural and glosses handlyng synne as 'sins'’

handbook = 'handbook of sins', but as Visser (HS, sec. ¢
1123) points out, it appears from the context (viz. 11.80-
96 ) thatrMannyng takes the combination in question as
'committing (of) sins'. Therefore, it is classified here as
an instance of the gerund followed by a direct object.

51
Note that the gerund followed by a direct object

doubly asserts its verbal character when it is also.modified
by an adverb or adverb phrase, as in this instance.
Examples of this kind abound in late ME, especia]Ty in the

15th century, and some are to be found among the above

quotations.
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b2
As well as the two earlier examples already quoted
{(i.e. Arth.& M. 1301-02 and Ayenb. 82/32-34), I have
encounfered four in the period 1350-1400 Qg.g; Usk iL 11

jii 60-61 |she] is put in-to wening that al men ben so

untrewe), 13 in 1400-1450 (e.g. Jacob's W. 134/20-22 pef

synnen ... in veynglorye in rehersynyg how pei are fed), and

12 in 1450—1590 (e.g. Pecock Fol. 115/27 in notifyng to vs

k3

what pingis ben moral vertues). The following are, however,
not looked upon as those of the gerund governing a noun

;
clause as its direct object: NHom.Pass. 1624-25 "yhe sall

haue knawyng pat 1 in him kan fynd ryght noght"; Siege

Milan 1213-15 "pe Messangere bare a wande Of ane Olefe in

his hande, In takynnynge he come of pece"; PP1.B XVIII 135-

36 “And that is cause of this clips that closeth now the

sonne, In menynge that man shal fro merkenesse be drawe";

%
Mirk Fest. b2/14 "This myracull he dyd yn schewyng pat he

blessyth pe weddyng". The above have knowyng that, in

tokenyny (that), in showyng (that), and in menynge (that)

(the last three expressions signifying 'as.a sign or token
(that)') are idioms of common occurrence in ME. In these,

the that-clause should be considered to be in apposition to

the -ing form rather than to be in the.objeﬁt-ré]ation. In
‘other words, the -ing form may be better explained as
purely nominal than as verbal. Cf. Gower CA 1 2210-11 "*The

trompe of deth was at my gate, In tokne that 1 scholde

)
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dere*; M;]ory Wks. 710/7-8 lattynge the - to have knowlecche
-

that the tenth day of May I was smytten uppon the olde

wounde" .

53 :
Robinson (ed., The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer, p.

837) interprets the phrase in question as 'in daring to do

what belongs to a knight], but MED (s.v. durring don)

regards this durryny don as a compound, defining it as

‘courage to engage in feats of arms, prowess in battle'.

Davis, et al. (1979, s.v. durring) supports Robinson's

view.
54 .
For the definition of wytyng, see QED, s.v. wite,
wyte, vI.
55

Cf. Visser HS, sec. 1124; Onions 1971, pp. 121-22;
Partridge 1953, p. 93. See, however, Sugden 1936, p. 144, in
which he claims that he has encountered in Spenser's‘Faerie
Queene no examples of the type 'the + gerund + object'

56 .
See Abbott 1872, sec. 93 and Franz 1939, sec. 667c.

57
In MPPsalter I have found some 16 examples of this

pattern with -and, all referring td persons collectively:
14.5, 16.12, 24.15, 33.18, 34.1, 34.12; 36.1, 36.23, 56.4,
60.5, 68.12, 71.14, 102.6, 118,121, 124.5, and 147.12.

58
Some scholars (e.g. Dunn and Byrnes 1973, p. 305)

regard shewyng as present participle, glossing This shewyng
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shrifte as “This frank confession'. Apparently, however,
the phrase in guestion contextually means 'This showing of
shrift'. That is, the ing-form is a gerund fo]]ﬁwed,by 2
direct object. This reéding has been accepted by Koziol
(1952. p. 125) and others.

59 ‘
Visser (HS, sec. 1123) quotes one instance of the

plural gerund followed by a direct object but not preceded

by any determiner: cl425 Chauliac (1) 23b/a “pe 2a

intencioun is complete in cesingz or lissyngez dolour ... &

rectifying yuel qualitee". This is first recorded in MED
(5.v. lissing(e ¢), which puts a different, perhaps wrong
interpretation on this idioﬁ, defying synféctic analysis by
regarding the gerund és a pure noun, |

60 . .
It reads in Skeat's edition as “...! merveile thee

asking this demande". The reading of the as ‘thee' is also
Justified by the fact that this example is quoted in MED

(s.v. merveilden 3. (c)) under the definition of 'to wonder

at (sb.'doing sth.)'.

61
Visser, HS, sec. 1124; Einenkel 1914, p. 67; and Wik

1973, p. 127.

62
Visser (HS, sec. 1123) merely cites this example

from Cursor in his section ‘gerund + object', taking no

special note of the formula, whereas Jespersen (MEG, V,




secs. 8.3.4 & 9.3.3) gives some such examples from Jonson

and Shakespeare.

-
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CHAPTER 11
GERUND WITH PREDICATIVE

™
§ .
The ve;bal character of the gerund is also prominent
when it governs a predicative, or complement as it may be
called. This mode of expression is occasionally found in
ModE, as in: "Yﬁur being so sick forbids me to discuss the
matter with you now" (q. Curme 1912, p. 374) or “Your beiny
strangers is what makes me wish to accompany you" (q.
Onion571§71, sec. 165). The construction has, however,
received little attention from the historical point of
view. Fo; example, both Mustqnoja (ME syntax) and Visser
(ﬂé) make no mention of it, nor dqes even the'most recent
study by Irwin (1967) although her main purpose was to
determine when the -ing noun-acquired verbal qualities.
Only Curme and a few others have touched on it.
Curme (1912, p. 374) piaces the origin of.this
construction in such OF gerundial compounds as Bede's
Ecclesiastical History 280/17-18 "He waes bewered from

1
paére biscopbegnunge”. Nevertheless, he claims that he

has discovered not a single trace of these gerundial

compounds containing a predicative in any form noriany
dissolutions of them in ME or even in the 16th century.
Hence he conc}udes that the construction must be quite

modern and that it is the last stage of gerundial development.

[135] o
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Jespersen {MEG, V, sec. 9.3.10) quotes his earliest
example from St. Thomas More: 1551 Utopia [Ralph Robynson's

transi.] 84 “in a standing reddie at all occasions".

Sbderlind (1958, pp. 197-98) adduces a number of examples,
with and without determiners, from John Dryden's prose
written main]y tn the second half of the 17th century.
Lastly, Schibsbye (1974, sec. 7.4.5) cites one instance

from°the 16th century: Faerie Queene 1.i.6 “Behind her

farre away a Dwarfe did lag, That lasie seemd in being euer
last" and another from the 17th century. From th{s scanty
evidence it would appear that the earliest instance of the
.gerund + predicative construction hitherto noted is
Jespersen's quotation from Mﬁie. dated 1551,

In reality, however, our corpus indicates that the
gerund with predicative construction appears about a
century earlier, namely, as early as 1450 (Scrope DSP). In \\
fact, five such instances have been noted in the second
half of the 15th century; three in 1450 Scrope DSP, one in
€1450 Capyr. St.Kath., and one in 1485 Caxton Charles:

2
Scrope DSP 236/27-28'y haue more repented

me of spekinge than y haue do of beingé'sti11;

= Ib. 244/1-2 good wit is sette in x condicions,

pat is to say; ... in being content with fhingis

necessarie to thi life; Ib. 264/11-12 I mervaile

of tho that seithe harmefulle thingis when the



137

beinge stille were profitable; Capgr. St.Kath.

1.393-95 1In astronomye pis lady eke so hey stey,

. _ 3
She knewe the strengthe and the stondyng stille

Of alle the planetes pat regnen vp-on hey;
Caxton Charles 56/6-7 thou knowest the comyn
prouerbe that sayth that there is a tyme of

spekyny and tyme of beyng stylle.

It is interesting to note that out of the five instances
four take still(e) as predicative. Alsd.interesting is the
fact that in the third quotation the construction is
preceded by the definite arficle and consequently thé
gerund is dual in nature; to some extent verbal (governing
a predicative), to some extent nominal (taking an adnominal
adjunct before it).

It can thus be said that the gerund's verﬁa] featu}e
of governiny a predicative {(or complement) is a 15th-
century, not early ModE, development.

As for the gerund followed by an of-adjunct + an
objective predicative or by a direct object + an objective
predicative, this has already been disﬁussed in Chapter 1

(sections 1.3, 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6),
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NOTES TO CHAPTER 11

1 .
Curme's modern translation runs: 'He was prevented

from serving as bishop'.

2 )

‘The corresponding lines in 21460 DSPhilos. — an
anonymous translation and modification of Scrope's
translation (cf, Baugh 1967, p. 302, n.23) — for Scrope
DSP 236/27-28, 244/1-2, ané'264/11-12 read: 237/29-30 "

. as

for holdynge my peas"; 245/3-4 “..., to holde hym contente

with these thinges that been necessarie to his lyffe";

26b/12‘“... for his holdyng peas were moche bettir".

3 ‘ )
Note, however, that 0ED (s.v. Still, a."A., 1, and

Still, adv. 2) construes the word still in “stand still" as

an adverb. . )



CHAPTER 111 -

GERUND WITH ADVERBIAL ADJUNCT

The yefbél nature of the gerund.as;efts itself wheﬂ
the gerund’'is modified by an'adv;rbial adjunct (i.e. éd“erb
. -or adverb phrase) which{%an only Be uséd tbgether with a
1% vérb. Regarding the devéIopmenf of the gerund with an
adverbial adiunct, 0ED (s.v.'-iggl 2) -gives the following
account, based on the findings‘of Blume.(1880; pp. 7-8):
| The first tracés of it as yet pointed out ...
occur c1340'in'fhe Ayenbite of Inwit -and in the
writings of Richard Rb]]e of Hampole, in the

separation of the adv. in downcominy,

downfalling, ingoing, etc., and the placing of

it after the vbl. sb. coming down, falling down,

going in, as in the finite verb, come down, fall

down, go in. This was soon extended to adverbs

and adverbial phrases genera]]y, so ‘that it

became established that any vbl. sb. could, like

the vb. to which it belonged, take an adverbial

qualification. ‘
Relating to the gerund modified by an adverb, most previous’
— scholars1 seem to'agree with the OED statement, quoting
their first instance of it from 1340 Ayenb.: 262/32 “at

uerste guoinge in". Curme disagrees with this. Again, Curme

3
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(1912, pp- 351 52) attempts to trace th15 usage back to OE,

citing an example from the ninth century: Bede

‘ Eccles1ast1ca1 History 11 ii 102 “piet ... ge ba pegnunge

fu1w1hte ...'gefy]1en However, Curme's examﬁ]e of an-
ladvérbia] adjunct 15, in fact, a noun in the 1nstrumenta1
case, which is not ‘the required pure, s1mp1e adverb._VJsser
(HS, sec. 1035) mqkés a brief comment on the capacity of
the geruna to take adyerbia]‘adjuncts, quotingdonly one |
. instance from theg l4th century (cl382 Wyclif) and two from
the'ISth-ceniuryHL?a1439 Ly%;sFP 2.109 and a1450 Gener.
206), Mossé (1938, p. 105), however, y1elds a much earlier
instance: ®al2ul frin.Hom. 55/14-17 “we aueﬁ «e. dOR Us in
to helle wite for-ure‘muﬁes mete on pre wise on etinge Lé
michei on estmetes pe brede?d sinnés'“,2 which seems to be

the earliest instance as- yet discovered‘of the gerynd
modified by an adverb. On the other hénd, thé ear:jt

example hitherto noted of the gerund modified by an adverb.
ohrase seems 'to be one guoted by Curme (1912, p. 352): c1175

*

Bod.Hom 92/28 "Tattus, repung, oder grapung on alle 1imTen

and pae 3ewuhe1ycost on pam hondaen". The;elcit;tidns,
suggest that the geruﬁdﬂs verbal property of taking
adverbia]_adjuncts is an early ME departure.

Keeping this information in mind, we wil) examiné
our relevant data from the 110051500 corpus, which may be

classifed essentially into three types, which we shall
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p'refer;tdzas;A. B, and C respectively:.

A
-t

ﬁjiﬁerhndial compound with, an,adverbia1 element (e.g.
Uhaucer ‘CT I 905 at myn hom -comynge); : ?

s

:BE Gerund w1th an adverb (e.qg. PP] PP1.B XIX 57 at her

s

p;rtynge hennes,

p Gerund with _an adverb phrase (e g. Alph Ta]es 294 /4

w1th oute 1aboryng with his hand1s)

. 0f . these three types, A is an old nominal construction in
which the pgecedﬁng adverbial element forms a compound with
the gerund,.whereas B and C are new verbal

. : . N

cdnstruct?dns'in that, Fike a finite verb, the gerund is -

modified. by an adgvérb or adverb phrase. The number of

. "..

,occurrences of each type 1n the ME works examwned have

-’

-

already been g1ven in Table I. The- data given there for the )

T

1nd1v1dua1 texts is rearranged be]ow ‘fo show the number and T

percentage of agfurrences f these three types by half-
( .-»

centur1es from 1100-1500: *

1.
ey
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y “i,}hﬁ"ﬂ TABLE v11 REaE “
‘.li‘dceehhehce of Gerund with Adverb1a] AdJunct by Ha]fw.- ’
Lo -;' i'; \~‘§centur1es N
ER Rt St a'"ﬁ; """"" T Sen
fllloo 1zouf';é:ti$175 g f'é;llﬁ 7) 8 (66 6) 12 (100%)
thzuu 125q';fh (50.0) - ff@f(bu 0) - }g 0 0.y 8 (100%)
| ":dzbu 1300 9 (40.9) - 6f{27,3}7 7 REX g) 22 (100%)
- 1300- 13507;5é'(42;5)‘f ,}32fiésfoj;_"f1 39 (31.7) 123 (100%)
.fi3sp-1400 36_(1613)1-'.fidtisitﬁ)?'t7f111(50.2), 221 (100%)
14001450 37.(10{3)' .._tel,(spLsitf_'tiaé(39.4) 360 (100%)
1450-1500 28 { 4.6) -329,1551@yf'[jfzazf(ai.o) 604 (100%)
________________________ 46.5). 554 (41.0) 1350 (100%)

Once aga1n, the examples from before 1300 are too
scanty to say. ahyth1ng defin1te about them.‘Nevertheless

the f1gures of Table VII 5uggest some iégn1f1cant

observat1dns h

(i) As to the r1ve1ry between the o]d gerundial .
compouhdow1th an-adgerb1a1;e}ement (Type A) and the new
©analytic expression 'gerund-+ adverb' (Type B), Type A

appears to be far more prevalent than Type B up to the

middle of: ‘the T4th century but then shows a sharp. decrease,

being supplanted in the maJority of cases by the latter by
1500, o, ’



<

© (2) The gerund with an adverbial adjunct, simple
adverb (Type B) or adverb phrase (Type C), occurs for
the fifst time before‘lzod, remain; rare until 1300, but
subsequently inﬁreases considerably in frequency, becoming
very common in the 15th century. This development of £he
gerund with an adverbial ;djunct more or less parallels
with tﬁe development of another important verbal feature of
the gefunu, j.e. its accusative-governing power dealt with
in Chapter ;, a%though the fﬁrmer appears in writing much
earlier”than the latter.
3.1 Type A: Gerundial Compound with an Adverbial Element

| The old compound 'adverbial element + gerund'

continues to be dominant until 1350 but then rapidly i

becomes obsolescent, being for the most part replaced by

its new analytic counterpart 'gerund + adverb'. The

14
followiny exampies demonstrate this compound:

1100-1200 (2 exs.): Bod.Hom. 86/16-17

%ﬁbiﬂ iwursod mid his onwununge; Ancr. 58/3

pe uprowunge a3éin pis worldes stream.

1200-1250 (4 exs.): Orm. 10794 Foripurrh '

Jorrdan, ... Iss dunstizhinng bitacnedd;

St.Marg. 2/4-5 efter his upastihunge; ) \



Horn 844 At his vprisinge; Lofsong Lefdi 57 Ich

bide pe ... In umbe keorunge.

1250-1300 (9 exs.): SPass. 1050 in his

vprisyng (this compound is also found in Sleg.
60.453; SPass. 1728, 1900, 2214; Arth.& M, 3865,

9906); Arth.& M. 9905 Often pai made dounfalleing;

KAlex. 2164 Launces breche and jn crepyng.

?

1300-1350 (52 exs.): Glo.Chron. 11804 Me

flemde ir out of engelond wipoute aje coming;
[+

NHom. 11/8 Of Jhesu Cristes to coming (also in
NHom. 12/9 and Cursor 13676); Guy 7240 Wip his

vp-cominy; Cursor 25821 wit-vten vp-couering;

Ib. 12593 at pe vt-cuming o pe yatte; Ayenb.
22/16 pe vifte out-kestinge of pe 11k stocke is

scorn; Ib. 116/6 pet he hine loky uram ayen-

uallyng; Ib. 190/5 ate out-guoinge of melane

(also in 32/3-4; MPPsalter 21.9,.64.8, 79.4,
104.34, 113.1, 118.136}; Ib. 199/29-30 pe verste is
_way and inguoinge to pe opren (also in 72/25,
105/10,.264/9; MPPsalter 9.14); MPPsalter 17.47

of pjain-syggeynges of pe folk (also in 30.26);
1b. 67.4 pe doungoing of pe sunne; Ib, BB.18 our
vp-steizeing; Ib. 104.36 in pe forpgoing of

lacobes childer; 1b. 147.11 ne wele-likeing ne

144



shal nou3t be to hym in mannes legges; etc. (The

compound uprisinge is frequently found in the

period as well.)

; Ib. 1 580 but gane-saying;

. V 361 of his weill-doing; ib. V 82 of our

eir-cummyng; lb. XX 310 his agane-cummyng; Ib.

315 his furth-passyng ordanit he; Chaucer

CT 1-884 at hir hoom-comynge (also in I 905, 11

765; Chaucer TC V 503; Chaucer LGW 2101); PP1.B X

467 at her hennes-partynge; lb. XIV'141 in

jowre here-beyny; 1b. XIV 165 after her hennes-

yoynge; Firumb. 4478 At hure azen comyng;

Chaucer HF 1523 Ayen her tyme of out-flyenge;

Chaucer TC Il 1308 at his in-comynge; Usk TL

11 x 92 with good forth-going; Ib. II x 112 of

wel-doing in vertue (also in Il x 119);.13. 11

xiv 93 thyne amisse-going; Gower CA 11 1599 the

wel-meninge of love; lb. 5.1021-22 the forth

drawinge Of bestaile; PConsc. 4779 Til pe tyme
of pe doun gangyny; RRoOse 5857 Delit and wel-

Heelynge; Perceval 493 At his firste in-comynge; etc.

1400-1450 (37 exs.): Bk.Lond.E 11 vi 66 at his

1hcom[nge; Mirk Fest. 172/24 he my3t not receue
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.
hit for vpcasting; Chester P1. 377/181 by his

uppsteyinge; Bokenhma Sts. 5701 of here

pedyrqoyny; Pecock Donet 91/1 in hije wel
willing; 1b. 107/30 As for pe good reule and wel
sgénding of pe v outward wittis; Gener. 3162 in

ther ayeyn goyng; GRom. 187/11 with outen anye

ayene-stondynge; etc.

1450-1500 (28 exs.): Paston 407.13 of theire

hasty ayne-commyng; Merlin 287/13-14 his well

doynge myght not but 1itill be sene; 1b. 482/23-

24 she dressed hir vp-stondinge; Ludus C. 118/75

ffor Jdur hedyr comynge; Caxton Prol.& Epil.

59b.26 in alle theyr wel-sayeng and wrytyng;

Caxton Curial 16/6-7 by defaute of wel 1!&xng;

Partenay 340 In hys forth-passyng; etc.

On closer examination, it appears that examples of the
compound in question tend to stiffen into more or less

stereotyped phrases, such as uprisyng, ingoing, out-going,

vpsteying, agayne-commynge, hom-comyng, well-doyng, and‘
their variants. Needless to say, these compounds are a]]
nominal in character, but in some of the examples, i1t fis
difficult to tell whether the gerund forms a compound with

a precéding'adverbial element, as is illustrated by the



following:

Ratﬁer than being compounds, these quotations may be better

Medit.Supper 801-02 A sone! where ys now my

ioyyng, pat y hadde yn py furpe beryng (802
bérxng, rhyming with 801 ioyyng)}; Gower CA
5.6121-22 the wif ... sitt alday wisshinge After

hir lordes hom comynge (6122 comynge, rhyming

with 6121 wisshinge: cf., 6123 Bot whan that he
comth hom at eve, ...); PConsc. 5271-72 He sal

pan at his doun commyng, be taken of pe croys

wyth hym bring (5271 commyng, rhyming with 5272
bring); quk/;l; 96/87-88 He likenes criste ...
= Ly

Like to pe dewe in doune commyng (88 commyng,

rhyming with 86 thyng); Firumb. 4476-78 Crystene
men ... pat come from Char[1is] kyng; ... My

trew pay sayde pay wolde pay At hure asen

comyng ({478 comyny, rhyming with 4476 kyng); etc.

regarded as instances in which the adverb precedes the

gerund either for emphasis, or most probably for the sake of

rhyme,

in which case the gerund is verbal in character,

will be shown in the following section.

3.2 Type B: Gerund with Adverb

as

The gerund accompanied {followed or preceded} by a
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simple adverb is first attested in ?7al200 (MS al225)
Trin.Hom. and ?al200 (MS ¢1230) Ancr. in our corpus, the
former having already been noted by Mosse, as mentioned ¢
earlier. Table V1! indicates that the use of a simple
adverb with the yerund remains extremely rare down to

1300 but appears with increasing frequency from about ﬁhe
‘middle of the 14th ceztury, a century earlier than has
usually been assumed.  The dates of the .earliest instances
over dialects are: East Midland ?alz200 (Trin.Hom.),' ]
Southwestern 2al200 (Ancr.), West Midland al225 (Lamb.Hom.),
Northern a1325‘(Cursor), and Soutg;;stern 1340 (Ayenb.).
Judginy from our statistical evidence shown in Table I,
however, there appears to be 1ittle dialectal variation
concerningyg the subsequen£4development of the construction,
the‘variation observed between dialects and even within
individual texts being due in the main to such factors as
the length and date of composition of the text. Thus it is,
to some extent, developing in Mannying RS (EMid), Ayenb.

‘ (SE),VRolle Prose (N), ané MPPsalter (EMid) from the perioc
1300-1350; PP1.B (SW), Chaucer's works (EMid), Usk TL
(EMia), and Dest.Troy (HHiP) from 1350-1400; and becomes
increasingly common in thé 15th-century texts, the éreat
majority of which were written in the East Midland dialect.

In point of fact, it is safe to say that this usage is

firmly established in such texts as Bk.lLond.E., Jacob's H.

f
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Pecock Donet, Paston, Pecock fol. Cely, and Caxton's works,
among ofhers.

Although the accompanying adverb sometimes precedes
the gerund {106 exs.), examples of the more common form %n which
the adverb follows the gerund (522 exs.) are first

exemplified:

1100-1200 (2 exs.): Trirn.Hom, 55/14-17 we
auen .., don us in to helle wite for ure mul3es

mete on pre wise on etinge to michel on estmetes

be brede¥ sinnes; Ancr. 118/1-2 pe feorde froure

is sikernesse of godes help ipe fehtunge azein
. . o

as seinte pawel witneX.

1200-1250 (3 exs.): HMaid. 42/452-53 his lokynge on

ageasted pe; lb. 46/491-92 in his fosttrunye for3,

moni earm hwille; Lofsong Lefdi 47-48 Ich bide

be ... bi his ledunge forj.

3 éﬁ? 1250-1300 (5 exs.j: Steg. 63.436 it of-pbu3te

heom sore; heore higingue puder so faste;

SPass. 376 pere worp wop and gruntyng of tepe
ffaste; Arth.& M 1874 Vnder pe Monument 3jeo stod

wopoute wepyng sore; Ib. 8601 Wibouten bileueing

ani more; Tristrem 2620 Wip outen coming o3zain.




1300-1350 (28 exs.): NPass. 1433 pe daies

ben on coming faste; Mannyng HS 1482 By be

drawyng vp of hys honde; Cursor 29210 Wit-vten

ani couering again; Roland & V. 545 at his

coming pare; Mannyng Chron. 4274 Wyboute

truage askyng greuously; Ayenb. 261/32'at uerste

guoinge in; Ib. 269/9-13 zuche lyue ... non

-

uallyng doun ssolle habbe; 1b. 87/10-11 wypoute

comynge ayen of huyche pinges; Ib. 242/5-6

wiboute lokynge ayen; lb. 22/25 pe zixte

kestinge out of pe ilke bojye; Rolle Prose 13/10

Consaile es doynye awaye of worldes reches;

MMPsalter 105.28 fallyng doun is multiplied in ~

hem; etc. \
oy

1350-1400 (67 exs.): Jos.Arim. 421 Of pi

comynge a-3ein; Bruce IV 761-62 man is in-to
dreding ay Of thingis that he has herd say;
Chaucer CT IX 67 In liftyng up his hevy dronken

cors; lﬁ. X 620 swich cursynge wrongfully .

retorneth agayn to hym that curseth; PP1.B VII

57 at her partyng hennes; Chaucer Bo. 11

pr.3.91-92 sche ... folsete the in fleynge awey;

Purity 159-60 gryspyng harde Of tepe tenfully togyder;
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Wycl.Leaven 3/2 for getynge more plentifousli of

worldli godis; Chaucer TC V 1380 with youre

comyng hom ayen to Troie; Usk TL II x 117 by

knitting so faste; St.Erk. 205 of my lyinge.

here; PConsc. 6113 pe day of departyng fra God

away; Chev.Assigne 316 for rennenge azeyr;:

Dest.Troy 5639 with fightyng full fell with a

fuerse pepull; Cloud 94/14-15 in offryng up of
pis reuerent; Morte Arth., 4022 At my comyng a-

gayne; etc.

4

1400-1450 (145 exs.) Bk.Lond.E VI 458 for
settynye on of an lok; Mandev. 64/35 in comynge
doun fro the mount of Olyuete; Beryn 2751 At his
first comyng in; Mirk Fest. 193/27 yn bryngyng
forth of hym; Alph.Tales 414/21 abyde my commyng

hom; Lydy. ST 4556-57 for al her crying loude

Chester P11, 195/287 at your comminge downe;

MKempe 37/25-26 he ... held it was gret myracle

hir comyng & hir goyng to and fro; Ib. 245/23 in

sobbyng ful boistowsly & wepyng ful
plenteuowsly; Jacob's W. 17/15 in doing

openly pe synne of lecchery; Ib. 182/24 1in

obeying lowly to pe preest; Bokenham Sts.
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10045 in goyng up & doun; Pecock Donet 144/29

in vndirmynyng it derkely and laborously; Gener.

' 5653 hir_comyng theder likid hym full i1]; GRom. .

2368/14-15 of gaderyng togadre of wordly goodes;

]

1450-1500 (272 exs.): Paston 716.2-3 of‘my'

maisters your husbondes comyng hastly hom;

Scrope DSP 90/23 in obeieng holy to him; Merlin

342/20 in the lepinge vp Arthur hym smote;
Capgr. St.Gilb. 121/29 in doing on of pat cloth
‘Pecock Fol. 190/31 bi pe drawyng vpward;

Towneley P1. 364/352 his stvynynyg vp to blys in
hy; DSPhilos. 281/34-35 it is bettir to haue a

sharpe lyfe in doynge wele thanne to haue a

pleasaunte lyfe in doynge euel; Malory Wks. 3/18

of theire departyng soo0o sodenly; Ass.Gods 274 in

sittyng next; Mankind 154/20 at yowr going ; T
‘. -

hence; Cely 241/50 in makyng ower of yowre

monys; Caxton Curial 11/24 in spekyng

vnpourveydly; Caxton Paris 49/29-30 in wepyng
strongely; Caxton Charles 8/17 wythoute goynge
ony ferther; Caxton Blanch. 28/22 atte the

pullyng out ayen; Caxton En. 158/14 atte his

comynye on; Treat.lL. 129/3-4 bi beryng paciently

aduersite; Partenay 201 she is ful glad of duyng
ille;
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Many of the examples just quoted are found preceded by
determiners sgch as articles, possessfves, demon;;rqtives,
and adjectives, or followed by an of-adjunct. This points

to the dual or'mixed nature of the ing-form; to some extent
verbal (by faking an adverbial modifier), to some extent
nominal (by taking an adnominal.adjunct before it or an of-
adJunct‘aftér it). This dual nature is also more
characteristically seen in thé following interesting example:

€1454 Pecock fol. 11/20-21 “teche first pe causis and pe

bryngyngis forp of moral vertues”, in which the gerund in

the plural is accompanied by an adverb; Although its verbatl
force is'prominent in the adverb forp, it also shows a
strong nominal nature by being preceded by the and followed
by an of-adjunct, not to mention its being in the plural.
Only -one sﬁch instance has been discovered in our corpus;
but it is worthy of special attention because it is about a
century and a half earlier than Jespersen's oldest
quotation from 1611: AV Job 7.4 "I am full of tossings to

and fro" (MEG, V, sec. 9.1.2). There are, of course, some

examples in which the gerund is strongly verbal ‘in
governing a dire;t object in addition to an adverb {e.g.
Jreat.L 129/3-4), or in taking two adverbs (e.gq. Steg.
63.436) or an adverb and an adverb phrase (e.g. Mandev.

64/35); however, this uncertain state of affairS,'régarding



the use of am adverb with the gerund, which chaﬁacterizes a
number of ME example;. seems to linger on into the early
ModE period.5 This hesitgn;y also testifies to the faét
that the gerund had not fully developed its verbal
character down to the close o; the ME period.

As stated earlier, the accompanying adverb sometimes.

precedes the gerund, although less fﬁequently'by far than.

it follows the .gerund. Exaﬁp]es include:
' 1100-1200: None.

N\ o
1200-1250 (1 ex.): Lamb.Hom. 49/34-35%

Operis satisfactione .. purh dede wel endinge.

1250-1300 (1 ex.): Arth.& M. 4655-56 And. in

her togider coming bai maden ioie and gret

kisseing.

1300-1350 (4 exs.): Mannyng HS 126 With of

redyng, mayst pou lere; Ib. 127 pou mayst nat,
with onys redyng; Ib. 10989-90, ‘Eleccyoun’ ys

‘weyl chesyng A gode man to kepe holy pyng';
Ayenb. 178/15-16 pet line clop pet is y-huyted

be ofte wessinge.

1350-1400 (7 exs.): Bruce 1 341 For oft
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fe!nge!ng off .rybbaldy; Chaucer CT II 21 what

pry@ély slepynge; Chiﬁcer JC 1Iv 423-24 selde ' .

. seynge of a wight; Usk TL 11 i 82'in,
doinge the lykynge of the soule; etc.
.. 1400~1450 (36 exs.): Mandev. 78/26 in a;én
coﬁxnge fro pat Caste];.ﬂ1rk Fest. I05/2-
oft spekyng- with hym Lydg. ST 4423 her ofte

‘~swoun¥n9 w1th facys ded and pa]e. MKemEe 9/27 be: :

. ONys chasgysyng, Jacob' s-!. 179/11 custome of

.ofté hauntyng; Bokenham Sts.. 10002 Of to & fro,

'fgﬁzng b@tﬁfup & dohn;'Geﬁer. 209 Be cause of °

‘ther so deen11 departyﬁgj 1b. 4242 With onys

wasshxhg it will away anone; etc.

‘ ' . . ) - . ‘ " - ‘ ‘ ) '..' ' R ) . /
1450-1500 (57 exs.}: Paston 862.6-7 at you v /\L\

tﬁenjcbmmyng; Scfope DSP 30/21322 withqut to

muche doubt1qg the commynge on of enmys.

«

.DSPh1]os. 243/8 by wele kep1nge of h15 tyme, . .

Ludus C. 300/817 for onys haskynge mercy, Caxton'

| Prol.& Epil. 47a.60 in so do[ngj Caxton Rex .

6/16 wyth ones ouer redyng; Caxtbn Eh. 31/16 in

SO makyny; etc.

"In some cases (e.qg. Arth.& M. 4655%56); the adverb an”

at

-
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' have precedéed the gerund for the sahelafjfh}me or thythm.
but;otherwise tﬁis‘inversé order ‘is. ]a?gely limited to some

.
+

,&pec1fic adverbs. such as wel (8 exs.), onys (B exs.), oft
(14 exs ).6 so (lh éxs ),’not (10 exs. ), etc.

' An interest1ng fact worth noting 1s that the use of
."negat1ve not, 32;3 w1th‘the gerUnd first appears as early | g
fas c138% (Usk TL)——desp1te he c1a1m of Jespersen (1926, p.

“154 and. MEG V, sec. 9.1.6)," based on the findings of
Blume (1880. P &3), that the placing of not "before the
rund beg1ns‘1n the E11zabethan era, h1§ earliest exampie
baingfqudtea from'Stqhay's Arcadia. fTen examples of these

A |
" negatives have been gleaned from our ME corpus:

-t
hS]

1385 'Usk TL 11 v 82 As faire ben they 3

he

their

poa |

‘not having as whan thou hast hem; cl1440 Jacob's

W. 121/2 in makyng .-+ & no3t wyllyng to Jeldyn
hem; c1445 Pecock Donet 52/17-18 as manye

richessis as he may come to bi not weernyng of

resoun; c1454 Pecock Fol. 18/23-24 in not _
- « Ccausyng pe spirit; al460 Capgr. Chron. 200/10-11

his meny.were of evel governauns, speciali in

taking of vital, and not paying. (The remainihg
N five examples -aré all found in Pecock Dénet:

58/15, 71/21, 76/6-7 (2 exs.), and 76/24.)
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An examination of the relative frequency of the positiﬁning
‘of the adverb before and after the ggrund should not omit
to note, as the figures.below ihdicate, that Pecock tends
to ignore the general ratio and to place adverbs—and all
kinds of adverbs, for that matter——as fréquently before

the gerund as after it:

Adv. + gerund Gerund + adv. - Total
cl445 Donet 22 . 24 46
cl454 Fol. 28 27 55

This, of course, parallels his jdiosyncrétic habit of
placiny direct objects before the gerund, as already
mentioned in Chapter I {section 1.2). Some examples of his
use of the adverb after the Qerund have already been given;

the following quotations demonstrate his use of the adverb

[/\ before the gerund: )

Donet (22 exs.): 24/13-14 pe ful, hool out

r———

braunching of meenal moral vertue into his

spicis; 49/25 [resoun) wel allowip and deemep‘

pis vttirly forberiny to be mowe do; B8/5 bi

azen coupling of pe bodi; 110/3 pe to gider
gadering of -alle pe moral vertues; 135/1 into

hoom bringing, of pingis being oute or aroume;

163/7 in so seiyng; etc. -



Fol. (28 exs.): 13/7 his maner of forp

settyng; 52/1-2 in ... hem sureli knowyng;

60/24-26 wibout shewyng ... and sufficientli N
. 8
groundynyg; 65/7 in so variyng; 70/7-8 of euer

eiper of pe seid premyssis concludyng for feib;

93/3-5 bi ... ouer hizli takyng sum
o

“

circumstaunce; 126/7-8 in his out prowyng:

194/26-27 bi pries puttyng, nombryng and namyng

eche of pe seid meenal poyntis; etc.

3.3 ‘Type C: Gerund with Adverb Phrase

The ea;1iest example h?therto noted of the gerund
accompanied by an adverb phrase is the one from cll75 ‘
Bod.Hom which Curme (1912, p. 352) first recorded, as was
mentioned earlier. Our corpus has not yielded any earlier
examples. Tables I and VII indicate that this construction
has been recorded since cl175 (Bod.Hom.)}, although there-
happen to be no instances in the texts for the period 1200-
1250, It becomes frequent in the first half of the 14th
century, but only after 1350 does it become increasingly
common. The construction under'discﬁssion is comparatively
well represented in KAlex. from 1250-1300; Mannyng HS, and
Rolie from 1300-1350; Chaucer, PP1.8, Usk TL, and Dest.Troy

é;from 1350-1400; and in many of the 15th century texts

examined, among which Pecock Donet, Paston, and Cely in
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particular stand out. Examples of the gerund taking an

adverb phrase concu}rentTy with an adverb have already'been
presented in the preceding section, so that only the gerund
modified and, gehera]ly,.followed by an adverb phrase alone

is illustrated here:

1100-1200 (8 exs.): Bod.Hom 92/27-30 Pa

anyite beod bpus ihaten: ... Gustus, fondung on

pam muge; ... Tactds, repuny, o¥er grapung on

alle limen; Trin.Hom. 151/17-18 pe teares pbe man

weped for longenge to heuene ben cleped rein

water oXer deu water; Ancr. 103/24 Her to falle’

«.. scleaterung mid smirles; Ib, 180/13-14 pe

oder bitternesse is i wreatlung 7 i wragelunge
’

azeines fondunyes. (Other examples: Trin.Hom.

27.15, 107/26; Ancr. 62/19-20) ya

1200-1250: None

4

1250-1300: (7 exs:): SPass. 394 Of pi

comyng at domesday; Ib. 542 pe wise ... i

— o n

ponkyng to God redi were euermo; KAlex. 673-76

Now can Alisaundre of skirmyng, ... And wip ' . .

swerdes Turneyeing; 1b. 3285-86 he ordeynep his

wendyng Toward Darrye. (Other examples: KAlex.

675, 678, 6178-79) .
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00-1350 (39 exs.): Havelok 234-35 per was

sobbing ... and drawing bi hor; Guy 4619 At our
wending of pat cite; Mannyng HS 8103-04 Y tolde

of ... kyssyng with moupe; Ib. 12132 For long

lyggyng yn oure synne; Shoreham Poems 111/357

borl/ 3§skynge.efter gode;_Ro]]e Prose 14/26 Ane

es, ternynge of sensualite to the skyll; Rolle
EWr. 78/167 in spekynyg of Cristes passyon;

MPPsaliter 67.19 pou ... toke wrechedhede in

fallyng into helle; etc.

1350-1400 (111 exs.): Ywain 3000 He send

¢

Jow covering of jowre care; Chaucer Truth 16 The

wrastliny for this world axeth a fal; Chaucer CT X

1055 in scourgynye with yerdes; PP1.B 11 84 With

‘the chastelet of chest and chateryng-oute-of-

resoun; Patience 237 ber watz louyng on lofte;

Usk TL IIl vii 35-36 in gettyng of this bliisse

for ever; PP1.Creed 649 For stappyng:on a

too
of a styncande frere; PConsc. 411£ thurgh his

turnyng fra gode til ille; Awntyrs Arth. 42-43

There might hapeles ... Herken huntyng with

hornes in hb]tes so hare; Dest.Troy 11194 ffor

deiryng with dethe of the derfe grekes; RRose

160
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2796 Thenkyng in absence is good to thee;

Siege Milan 1525 For Isschuynge owte of pe .

Cite; etc.

1400-1450 (142 exs.): Bk.Lond.E. VI 377 for

‘hL§Mdawbzng be vij dayes; Mandev. 132/19 in
g0y

ge be see toward the south; Emare 302-03 of

wepyny For pat comely; Beryn 3134 ffor pleying

atte ches; Mirk Fest. 27/16 by schamyng yn
dysputeson; Castle Persev. 14 pe case of oure
. N

comynye 3ou to declare; Chester P1. 279/261762

Wakes and have my benisonn for fallinge into

temptation; PLAlex. 55/18 thurgh fallynge in

wrechidnesse & disesse; Jacob's W. 155/6 on is

grucchyng a3zens god; Ib. 121/21 in kepyng monye
in exces; Bokenham Sts. 9715 In goyng to

cherche; York Pl. 283/320 In knelyny on knes to

pis knave; etc.

1450-1500 (247 exs.): Paston 284.4 att my

last beyng wyth yow; Scrope DSP 54/1 in lieng

with wommen; Capgr,-St.Gilb. 96/29 he sat in

talkyng with othir men; Pecock Fol. 197/10 in

fiytyng azens him; DSPhilos. 121/34 it is a
fiytyng 23 .

-reau5ynge'1n-to goodnesse; Malory Wks. 310/12-13

for the fyghtyng with sir Marhalt; Ludus C.

161
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.

28/406 with delvyng and dygqgyng with.myn hond;

Mankind 785 Be wyse for schotynge wyth yowr"

takyllys; Wisdom 595-96 A louer ys son
perceyvable Be pe smylynge on me; RCoilear 239
For my dwelling to nicht; Cely 46/9 at my comyng

houyr se; Ib. 47/16 The caus of hys askyng for

him; Caxton Prol.& Epil. 79f.27-28 in gooyny on

pylyremage unto Jerusalem; Caxton En. 38/19 in

plongynye vnder the water; Treat.L. 53/31-32 1

haue sore traueylied in prayeng for your socules;

Golagrus & G. 916 The stedis starkerit in the

stour, for streking on stray; etc.

As in the cése of examples ;ith a simp1e adverb, many of
these examplies ar; 5150 preceded by determiners such as
‘articles and possessives.-or followed by an of-adjunct, in
which‘case. as well as demonstrating a verﬂal nature by
takiny an_adverb phrase, the gerund has its nominal force
marked by t;é addﬁtion-of an adnominal adjunct. This Hual
nature can also be seen in this interesting example: PPI.8
Il 86-89 "I hem graunte ... al the lordeshib of lecherye in

lenthe and in brede, As in werkes and in wordes and

waitynges with eies*, in which the i g-form is strongly

nominal 1nhforming a plural, butnits verbal character ts

also prominent in the adverb phrase with ejes. This is the



only instance of the plural gerund followed by an adverb

phrase that has come to hand.

The adverb phrase almost always follows the gerund,
as mentioned,earliér. However, the reverse order ‘adverb
phrase + gerund' does also occur very infrequently, namely
in eight cases out of the 554 at our disposal. Seven are
found in Pecock Donet {but none in Pecock Fol.) and the
remaining one in Paston:

. Pecock Donet 67/9 Enséump]e of pe first

maner is pis: feding, ... out of prisoun

quytyny; 70/23 into vertues'h£1]m leding and

customyng; 78/10-12 in ... to him obeiyng;

99/21-24 goddis lawe in so muche pe bettir keping

and fulfilling, and in so moche pe more

plenteuouseli moral vertules] doing and

wirching; 99/27-28 pe ix® is opire mennys

defautis with pite and compassioun birewing;

121/1-2 pe now seid office of remembring or of

into mynde bringyng.

B

Paston 236.19 and a lytel descuueryng of your

good'wy1 to hyre.’

Pecock's notable use of this order may also be due to his
~._-idiosyncracy of placing a modifier before its head-word, as
: 9 - . .

dlready referred to.
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NOTES TO CHAPTER I11

1 ' o
Jespersen, MEG, V, sec. 9.3.1; Mustanoja, ME Syntax,

p. 575; Trnka 1930, p. 92; Schmidt 1900, sec. 133; Kisbye
1971, p. 58, etc.

2
Curme (1912, p. 353) and even Visser (HS, sec. 1123)

quote this example as an early instance of the gerund
followed By a direct object (Type V), which is clearly
wrony, as Onions (1914-15, p. 170) rightly points out.

3 . n
To this number two more examples may be added:

Glo.Chron. 3965 "Wip . pleynde atte tables oper atte chekere"

and MPPsalter 9.3 "I[n] turnand o3zainward my enemy", which
- -

-are instances of the gerund with participial ending

-ynde/-and; but these are, nevertheless, exc]udea from our
discussion. Cf., Moss® 1938, p. 104, and Few 1896,,p. 272.
. p :
According to Poutsma (1926, p. 510), the earliest
instances of the conﬁtruction "are said to appear with any
frequency about the middle of the 15th century".

5
Cf. Kisbye 1971, p. 64.

6
Note that our examples (from c1303 Mannyng HS

onwards) of the use of oft before the gerund are all -

earlier than Jespersen's oldest quotation from More's

—~
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Utopia (1551) (MEG, V, sec. 9.1.7). We have also found fwo

4

instances in.which ofte follows the gerund; Rolle EWr.

93/65 “fallyng ofte to syn"; Hoccl. RP 2343 "In swer!hg
ofte, of periurie is cause”.

7
There is also one instance, however, in which not

———

follows the gerund;\ﬁgrope DSP 244/1 "in preising not

A

himself",

8 .'
Note, however, the position of ever in Dest.Troy

-

2050 “"Uncertain of his Sister for seyng hir ever”.

g
See Chapter 1 (section 1.2 (1), (3), (4)) and

‘Chapter 111 (section 3.2). Cf. also Schmidt 1900, p. 132.



CHAPTER 1V
COMPOUND TENSE AND VOICE FORMS .

Just as a noun does not ordinarily admit of any

7
indications of time or voice, so the gerund was originally,

and to a considerable extent still is, indifferenf to tense
and voice. At some point in time, however, the gerund

begins to assume compound forms (having + past participle;
beinyg + past participle) to show the perfect tense and the
passive voice after the analogy of other verbal forms. In
other words, it acquires another verbal characteria}ic.

This chapter now examines the development of the gerﬁhdﬁip

this direction in the ME period.

4.1 Compound Tense Form (Having + Past Participle)

As stated above, the gerund had originally, and to a
great extent still has, no reference to time. Accordingly,
the simple, non-compound -ing form was employed to express
- any time or no time in particular, as illustrated by the
followiny examples from PP1.B: _

(1) future time: V1 9 Somme shal sowe the sakke ...
for shedyng of the whete;

(2) present time: XVI1 168 And al the m¥3te myd hym

is in makyng of thynges;

(3) past time: XV 285 Poule, after his prechyng >
. X
panyers he made; .

[166]
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{(4) no time: V 238 I-wende ryflynge were
restituciouﬁ.

In its subsequent ‘development, however, the gerund
begins to appear with compound forms (consisting of having'
plus the past participle of the verb)} for the perfect

ténse, denoting the past time-sphere. Nevertheless, no

examble of the compound tense form of the gerund.are_fouﬁd |
1§,¥ﬁEJiE texts examined. This leads ko the'conclusion.that.-
the perfect gerund is not yet introduced in the Hf.per{od
where the simple form remains the invariable rule. Instead;

we shall have to look to a later period for the development

of the perfect gerund.
1 .
Previous studies suggest that the perfect gerund

comes into existence as late as early ModE, more’

"

specifically the close of the 16th century. It is never

used by More,2 and only exceptionally by Spenser (3 exs.)3,
and Shakéspeqre (3 exs.).4 Even as late 55 the second half

of the 17th ;entﬁry it seems to be still very rare; John
Dryden's prose ;urnishes only six instances.5 Visser (HS,
111-2, sec. 2053) attempts to give all the examples ‘ .
collected by earlier scholars for the period up to 1614,
beginning with c1528; however, the collection, for thé most
part, actua]ly consists of those of the perfect participle.

The first recorded instances do not seem to occur until-

1580-81 in Sidney's Arcadia, as indicated by Blume (1880,



P- 41).fFor reference purposes, they are quoted below with
atl other'earfy instances hitherto noted from the
~collections o%: Blume (;880, pp. 40-41), Sugden (1936, p.
'143), Jespersen (MEG, 1V, sec. 7.8(2)), and Visse; (£§,
F1-2, sec. 2053):

| ©1580-81 Sidney Arcadia 1 36 He should have

suffered death for having slaine the Kings

Nephew; Ib. 51 after having failed to take him
into the fisher boate, he had ... come to this
Gentlemans house; Ib. 6B want of consideration

in not having demaunded thus much; 1b 169 At the

first word (thanking his wife for having

entertained Zelmane,) he desired her she would
' 6

now returne into the lodge.

1590-96 Sﬁehser. Faerie Queeﬁe 1.6.42

Yet i11 thou blamest me, for having blent My

name with guile and traiterous intent; Ib.

111.2.50 And after having whispered a space

Certaine sad words, with hollow voice and bace;

Ib. 111.5.33 And after having sercht the intuse.

deepe, She with her.scarfe did bind the wound; .

1595 Spenser; Colin Clout Comes Home Againe

4

804 That i1l ... they him requjte, For having

loved ever one~most dear.
Ve
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1591 Shakespeare, Gent. 1 ii4 14-;6wTo
let him spend his time no more at home._uh%ch
would be great impeachment to his age, In haiihg
known no travel in his youth; 1592 Shakespeére,r

Venus & ad. 8U9-10 Mine ears ... Do burn

themselves for having so offended; 1610

Shakespeare, Tempest III i 19 'Twill weep for .

haviny wearied you.

/s

For the perfect passive form (having been + past

participle), see the following section.
b

4.2 Compound Voice Form (Being + Past Participle) ) )

The gerund was also originally, and toa great <, '
extent still remains, neutral as regards voice, that is, as -\B
to the distinction between the active and the passive fjﬁ\\
voice. In consequence, as the following i]]ustrations B )
indicate, the simﬁ]e or active -ing form had to.serve for
passive fuﬁqtion as Qe\] untii a new passive form

s

developed:

PP1.B III 48 We han a wyndowe a wirchyng; Ib.

XIV 300-01 "3¢ ... Pouerte my3te passe w?throute

‘peril of robbynge; Purity 1031 He most ay lyve

in pat loze in losing evermﬁre; Ib. 1123 ho ...

4

— -



. e ”..' ) . . CT e » ' 1‘70

. L
. -

*wax ever in pe worlde jn weryng so o]de;'Paston
~, ' s
156.8-9 she dare not aventure-here money to be

brought vp to London for feere of robbzﬁga etc,

-

Thiseggherent,'nomida1 indifference to voice has been

maintained into Present-day English in more or less set

phraéee after need, want, deserve, worth, past, and a few
others,7 as ‘in: “My shoes need mending"; “The book is worth
}eading". 1n;the course of time, however, a ﬁevrpompohnd
form (being plus the past participle of_the verb) comes’
into usevfo} passiQe import. Although it is commonly held \-/~
'thai this'new passive gerund makes jts first appearance

.8
about 1600, Mosse (1938 secs. 259- 60) records three

ins ances from the 15th century, the ear]1est dated 1417:

1&_?%51-_1'15, Orig. Lett. II i 59 but .now your sayd ..
“teiges, both their and elséwhere, Tay suffer

gggg .. their goods and cattels to remayne in the fe11ds

' ¢

day and n1ght w1thout be1ng stolen; cl4b4 Pecock

Fol. 126/26-29 pe 1nstrument i's not wirchef of (
pe same actyue-deede principali and bouj his’

"owen strengp in beihg restid, but in strengp of

- an opir, and in being movid. ©

- Hﬁssé{s quotatian from E114s Orig. Lett. seems to be the

s
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oldest instance of the compound passive gerund yet pdinted
- out. The ME texts examined have not produced any earlier ~
examples; however, I have noted two additional instances in

¢1454 Pecock Fol.:

126/14-17 pouz pe stoon have a wirching, it he .,
wirchip not and doobp not pilk wi;chyng bi hjm

silf and b% his owen strengp, as in a being

restid, but in strengp of pifk vertu; and in a

beyng movid. !

%

CIt is to bé noted, however,'thﬁt, although the_fwo:
instances from Pecock displéy strong verba]‘force (because
.of‘tﬁe compound voice form emp1;jed), the fact that each i§
preceded by an article mékéé it impossibfe,to ignore, the
nominal content also involved. These five are all the

examples so far found for the ME period.

The compohnd pass{ve gerund apparently-r'mains

scarce until about 1600, being non-existent ip More (1478-

-1568), Jonson

1535), still very infrequent in Ascham (15
(1572-1637), sﬁenser (15527-1599), and Shakespeare (1564-g
_1616): only after which does it become 2 regular feature.
In order to demonstrate its yet slbd brogress in early
ModE, all rélevanf example;ihaﬁe been gathered from the
:collections prior t6_1631 and found in: Blume (1880, p.

42), Mossé (1938, sec. 260), Jespersen (MEG V, sec. 9.2.5),

-
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Trnka (1930, p. 93), Sugden (1936, secs. 211 & 352), Visser
(HS, 111-2; sec. 1920), and Kisbye (1971, p. 65):

‘1545 Ascham Tox. 52 whiche shoulde

take more honour in deing coupled to Englande,

then we shulde take profite in being joyred to

Scotlande. ' \ ' o

1565 Th. Stapleton, Hist. of the

‘Church of England 108 v., 21 Ecgbert recouered,

and l1iuing many yeres after being made pnriest,

.;.-dqparted this worlde.

1580-81 Sidney Arcadia I. 14 for fear

. of being mistaken; lﬁ. 103 But she thaf

followed, conqueredf??gzgs\with being conguered.
1585-91 Hooker Eccl.Pol. l1.xi.2
Although we be men, yet by being unto God

united we live as it were the Llife of God.

c1587 Mariowe Tamburlaine Pt.1I,

Iv.i.130 Cloth'd with a pitchy cloud fok-being

seen; cl158B8 Faustus 84 In being depriv'd of

everlasting bliss.

4
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1590-96 Spenﬁef, Faerie Queene - . .

111.4.50 feare of being fowly shent; ib. 111.4.58

for feare of being shent; lb. v.2.16 for dread

/ of being drowned; lb. V.4.5 Either by being
/ .

wreckt uppon the sands, or being carried farre

from forraine 1ands;-lg. V.7.2)1 To hide thy

state  from being understood.

1596 Shapeskeare 1 Henry IV, I111.ii.47 By

being seldom seen I could not stir; 1607-08 Ant.

1.iv.44 by being lack'd; 1609-10 Cymb.
' ¥

11.i11.134-36 to be ...-hated For being prefer'd
so well; 1605:06 Oth. 1.iii.136. 1 spake ... of

being taken by -the insolent foe; 1608-09 Per.

1.1\ 22" And what may make him blush in being

known.’

1603 Jonson, Sejanus Is this{tﬁe

happiness of béing born great?; 1607 Volpone
I11.vii.40-41 What, is my gold The worse for

| touching? clothes, for being Took'd on?; 1631

Staple of News 2§1 stale, stinking butter, and

< e
"™S~. such, I fear, ... by the being barrelled up so

% long. -
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A}

SV

The compoqﬁi%}rrfect passive gerund 'having been +
pastngarticiple';is notlaftested in our ME mterial. Kisbye
(1975, p. 138) sugge;ts thét if begins to occur only in the
18th century, but gives no factual evidence.10 Judging from
Jespersen's quotations which follow, it appears td be a

19th-century development:

1837 Dickens Pickwick Papers 54 certificates of

" her having been brought up in the way she should

‘60 when\young; 1849-50 Id. David Copperfield 4 I
o

am indebted to Miss Betsy for having been born

on a Friday; 1895 Wilde Imp 42 4f you are not

quite/sure about your ever having been

christened; 1911 Bennett The Card 175 his arm
was not in a sling, and showed no sympton of

havingy been damaged. [Qﬁoted by Jespersen MEG,

Iv, sec. 7.8(4)] -~

u
4
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NOTES TO CHAPTER IV

1
See, for example, Curme 1912, p. 362; Trnka 1930,

pp. 93-94; Mustanoja, ME Syntax, p. 573; etc.

4 .
See Visser, More, .l, sec. 386.

3
See Sugden 1936, sec 353.

.4
See Jespersen, MEG, IV, sec. 7.8 (2).
.
See Sdderlind 1958, p. 201. .

]
In Albert Feuillerat's edition The Prose Works of

Sir Philip Sidney, Vol. 1 (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ.
Press, 1969), these examples appear on p. 37 (11. 3;4), pP.
51 (1. 15), p. 66 (11. 3-4) and p. 150 (i1. 5-6). Note
"also that the work was begun in 1580, but not

published until 1590, after ;idney'} death,

7 ' _
Cf. Jespersen, MEG, V, secs. 9.2.3-9.2.4,
1

8
See Curme 1912, p. 362, P0utsma 1926, P. 512 Trnka

-1930 p. 93~ Jespersen, Growth (1935), sec. 209; Bfgho]m

-
- ."-\

1939 p. 257; Franz 1939, sec. 665; and, more recently,

Strang 1970, p. 152, and Visser, HS, 111-2, sec. 1920, in
: : [

which he.qqotes a number of examples from 1425 onwards,



most of which are, however, those of the participle, not

the gerund. His earliest instance of the passive gerund is

actually dated 1565.

9
See ﬁisser. More, sec. 384 (pp. 439-40). Cf. also
. i

Sugyden 1936, sec. 211, and Jespersen, MEG, V, sec. 9.2.5.

@

10 !
Cf. also Kisbye 1971, p. 65, in which he notes that

it is not current till the 19th century.

P
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\\____ihpw the us; of (a) a noun in the genitive, (q) é

.1095) that it would cali for no further demonstration. Only

CHAPTER V
- GERUND WITH SUBJECT

“The acquisitidn of several verbal characteristics

has been discussed in this analysis of the development of ' v

the gerund dur?né the ME period. Only*the gerund’'s subject

has yet to be treated.
Like @ verb, the gerund may have a subject of‘?ts

s

éwn, ékpressed or'unexﬁressed{ However, its expressed
subject, in accofﬁance.w}th its nominél orig;nJ has ¢

normally been indicated by a noun in the genitivk case or a
possessive pronoun from OFE down to the present d;j; or by a

periphrastic genitive with of fcom ME onwards, as in: OFE

u' ube
1

“burﬁ peora segnunge”; ME "pe de
.commynge of bpe gggg“;.ﬁodé Yo you mind my comling?"

Thus the gerund with its subject in the genifive
(possessive) case is so cbmmon’thrOughout'al1 periods of
English and so amle illustrated by Visser (HS, secs. 1090-
<

a{few examp]eé from ME will, therefofe,_be givpnﬂbeiow to

A

possesgive prog0un, and (c) the periphrastic genitive with

of before the gerund:

" ) L

E . ’ ; [177] . - . -

—



(a) Arth.& M. 595 Wipouten mannes

figeteing; Ib. 2596 purh heiye mennes

conseyling; Nicod. 1690-92 tell vs 3e sall in

whilk 3eres and when pat cristes cuming suld.

fall; Emare 962 abyde pat lordys komyng; Hoccl.

. : ’ - 3 o
RP 4314 Ti1 pe day com of pe fadirs deying;

Malory Wks. 194/17-18 the lady ... had worde of

hir sisteris comyng; ete. .
(b) St.Kath. 186-87 al pe world is iwald

purh his wissunge; Tristrem 804-06 His frendes,

glad were pai Of his coming; Mannyng Chron.

761-62 He ... fayn of hys comynge was; Nicod.

1017 at pi cuming;'PP1.B XV 1 after my wakyng; -

EToulouse 469 Of hys comyng hys men were gladde;

Alph.Tales 91/23 in hur slepyng she dyed;

Towneley P1. 198/121 1 loue the for thi commyng;

Malory Wks. 12/7 kyng Arthur was glad of the

com e; etc.
T

-
A

(c) St.Kath. 440-45 ha iherde a swuch nur¥d

... lowinge of  ahte/ludinge of pe
_men/gleowinge of euch gleo; Arth.& M. 5737 in be

coming of Cleodalis; Glo.Chfon. 9922-23 in to

/

pis kinedom Hunger & deiinge of men & muche

T
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wrechede com; PP1.B 1] 229-30 Frere; .es fOT

knowyny of comeres coped hym as a frere; Gawain.
2360-61 Now know I wel ...lﬁg wowyng of my wyf; -
Chaucer CT IV 2134 Thurgh eggyng of his wyf;

Mark Fest. 3/8-9 an horrybul fyre schall aryse

at pe sonne goyny downe, and ben ageyne at pe

vprysyng of hym; Malory Wks. 27/35.aftir the

departyngé of kyng Bans and Bors; etc.

2/

One noteworthy point arises fromsthe use of the periphrastic

L

genitive with of (£) as subject of the gerund. Kisbje

. s
(1971, p. ¥8) puts the date of its first appearance at

about 1200, bdf presents no factual e‘idénce, his only

quotafion‘bei‘g taken from Mandev. {cl400). Visser (HS,
sec. 1095) records a number of instances from the 13th
century onwards,.buf only one 13th-century ex?mp]e. whose
exact datedis unknown, being referreditd ash?12... Our \\\
random sampling from the corpus, ag given in (c) above,
however, serves to ﬁubStantia;e Kisbye's'détiné.
As obsgrved abéve. the subject of the gerund was,
and is, reyularly expressed by a genitive or a po}sessive
.pronoun. Neverthéfess, a common-case subject (i.e., a noun
in th ommon (or accusatjve) caéé) or an objective-case -
subjec} jiyéj—a pronoun in thé ébjeqtive case) has Séhnwii-

record since ME, and has steadily gajned ground down
Lhrouyh ModE, .as in: 1848 Thackeray, Van. Fair XI 48 “1

(—




"ME, wRich often made it impossiblie

-

b

insist upon Miss Sharp appearing®, a stock example quoted
. N

in OED (s.v. -5n91 2) and many other studies. As a result

it is often difficult to decide whether a given -ng.foPm

is to be construed as a gerund or as a present partiéiple.

as in: “1 remember Tom saying so". The use of the common-

.case or objective case subject, however, shows that the

gerund, which was & pure noun in origin, has furthered its
verbal character in ore .more respect. _‘

| The.actual history of the gerund with its subject in
the.common case has been a much-discussed problem among

scholars because of some difference of opinion as to its

development. Jespersen (MEG, V, sec. 9.4.1) maintafhs that

the construction begins to be frequent about 1700, and that

it can be explained as a natural native development.

4
Criticizing Jespersen's original view (1325), Gaaf (1928,

L ¥

pp. 65-72) insists that it was in use long before 1700, as

was evidenced by a number of quotations from aboutf1300
5 ! ’ .

onwards ,wwand that it was probably of French origin. Recent
6 | .

scholars have g%nera11y agreed that this construction

begins to appear about 1300, Visser (HS, secs. 1096-1097),

however, asserts ihat it has been used since the beginning

-of the 13th century, as in: c1225 King Horn (MS Ld) 847 "To

. ‘v P
mofwe schal be pe figtyng:At pe sonne 0p rysyng“. He
ascribes its origin to the decay oa\lnf]ectional endings in

«distinguish the
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genitive fr@m the accusative or common case. Apart from
this lack of consensus on earlier incidence, previous
studieg seem to_agﬁée'that the construction is sqarce.down
to about 16007 but that it gains ground constantly down
through Modf, agd'especia]ly in Present-day English,8 for
a variéty of c}rcumstances, formal and syntacticai,g.in

10
spite of some puristic grammarians' strictures on it.

. Qur matenia1 indicates ‘that the subject of the’

“E.Jn,\r ~, L]
gerund 15 normal]y expressed .4 genitive or a possesswve

pronoun and is also occ£s1o;:TT"'expressed by a noun in the

common (or accusative) case Oor a pronoun in yge‘objective

case. Thereé are also, however, some borderline cases like:

CArth.4 M. 8801-02 po bigan kn1}tes rideing ...
11
tabours dassing; Cursor 25487-89 Iesus. pbat wald

after mid-night, pi swete face, pat was sa

bright, With luus spitting file; Chaucer Bo.

I.pr.4, 110-11 thurw'the same accusours

,accusynge 1 am condempned; Dest.Troy 1625-26 .And
in the moneth of may mekil pay vsit, With

~floures and fresshe bowes fecchyng of somer;

etc.

»

where, owing to the non-existence of the apostrophe at the

,timg. it is difficult or even impossible, without

contextual aid, to make a formal distdnction hétween

1
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common-case p]urai-and genitive plural or singulqr.

When these -ambiguous examples with their sgéﬁing]y
plural nodn ending in -é ﬁfe excluded, there remain 58
exampleﬁ:with a noun subject in the common or accusative
case; in which the noun before the gerund is iﬁ_the
singular or in the plural nof ending in -s (although even
somé of these may a]low of anotherlinterpretation, As will
be mentioned later), and seven instances with.a pronominal
subject “in the objective case, Their_chronqlogical

% . - i

distribution is as follows:

TABLE V111

Cdmmon-ignd Objectiveigﬁse Subjects before Gerunds

e A R EE G e . ym m m e e e e dm we Em mr U RE UE Em S SR A G SR R Em e b AR RS A m Sh MR S W s e e e o O R A e e

. Common'Case Objective Case Jotal
e m e mm—————- *L:.\ -------..--..,...-----_..-....-------.._..--.' .......
N - ‘
11007120b 0 0 . 0 =
Pt
1200-1250 2 0 2
t L 12 - _ ‘
1250-1300 4 0 4.
1300-1350 9 0 9
1350-1400 14 1 15
1400-1450 o 21 3 24
1450-1500 8 3 "\
Total 58 7 65
. ‘ . (Y . v i ]
The above table suggests that the g nd with a noun
% ) ) .
. . .
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-in the obgect1ve case deve]opé from the second half of the

183

‘*subJect in the common case occurééﬁrom the f1rst half of

the 13th century while the gerund w1th a pronomlna] subJect

\
l4th century, but that bqép anstructions remain extremely

rare throughout the remainder of.the ME period.

A1l examples foﬁnd.ip,dur ME texts of the common-
case 5ubject before the‘gerund are fecord;d in ant1c1pat1on
©of their d1scuss1on because so many of them have not been
noted in Visser's quotat1ons (Us, sec. 1099) which are

genera]ly regarded as cpmprehens1ve. ]
- ) . Tein .
. Lo - - N
'1100-1200: None. ' .

1200-1250 (2 exs.): ?7c1200 RMaid.

36/377 of wif 7 weres gederunge, worldes weole

awakene ; 1b, 42/437-38 ter wald \akenin of | '

wif 7 weres somnunge, richesce 7 worldes weole.

1250-1300 (4 exs.): ?a1300 Arth.& M.
5131-32 Lete we now ben her comingt And speke we

of pe children fijting; Ib. 8799 Passed was ‘pe

dayspringing; ?a1300 KAlex. 911 Cler and fair is =~ .. o

day—sbringyng (also in 4283).

1300-1350 (9 exs.): al325 Cursor 2395-97 ,
Bot son quen he had-seisedee ‘Tand, "pat in pan : s

;1$ : : ‘ : - - — | _ (ﬁ\
: , S L
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fel a hunger st?ong, Thoru corn wanting or thoru

werre; Ib. 8445 His fader biding wel he heild;

Ib. 28771 For suilk it es sant paule bidding

(cf. MS Cotton Galba: For bis same es saint

paules bidindﬁ; Seven Sages 1421 men ... kepen

him til pe sonne vprising; Mannyny Chron. 682
ffor pe guene comynge he Qas fol "glad; Ib. 1187
At morn y be sonne rysynge (also in 9237 and

12143); MPPsalter 49.2 Fram pe sonne arisyng vn-

to pe yoing a-doune,

1350-1400 (14 exs.) Bruce XI' 375 effir the -
sonne-Rising (also XII1 212, XIV 166, and XIV

205); PPI1.B ¥III 31-32 The wynde and. the water

and the bote waygynge Maketh the man many a tyme

to~falle and to stonde (cf. PP1.A IX 26 the
wagyyng of the bot; PP1.C XI. 34 waggyng of the

—e

bote): Ib. XVIIl 67 Er Sondey aboute sonne-

rysynge; PConsc. 1952-53 And what es .mare

uncertayn thyng, pan es pe tyme of the dede

13 .
comyng (also in 2901) ; 1b. 3994-96 Byfor pe day
sere takens sal com; 0f whilk men may here fynd

wreten som%:jAls of ancrist commyng, and his

»

poust& (cf. 4407 anticristes lawe); 1b. 4025-26

Says us ... of pi commyng Som taken and of pe



world endyng {cf. 4229 pe worldes bygynnlﬂg).

1b. 4103-04 Als clerkes says, pat has

understandyng Of Déhie] and of Saynt Paul

saying: 1b. 4154- 36 1 wille hym te]]e 0f pe
maner of anticrist !gx nyng, And of his 1if and
of th endyng; Ib. 4778 fra be son rysyng; lb.

4779 Til pe tyme of be son doun gangyng.

1400-1450 (21 exs.): Mandey. 182/7 at the

sonne risynge; Emare.973-75 Emaré thaw3te her

sone 3yng A3eyn'23 Emperour kommynge How pat he

. sholde done; Ld. Troy 3729 at the sonne rxsxng

(also in 13719, 14664 and 18620); Mirk Fest.

3/8-9 an horrybul fyre schall aryse at Eé sonne

goyng downé (also in 281/18 and 281/21); Ib.

58/22 He made also mynde of Symones and Anne

azeyncomyny (nbte the preceding genitive Symones):
Alph.Tales 296/25-26 he had bene ioyfull of his

bruthgi commyng; Chéster Pl. 388/248-50 ye shal)

have understandinge of every lond speakinge,

whatsoever the saye'lcf. MS Bod: of every londes
speakinge; MS Hrl: every leed Speakingé);
Audelay Poems 9.243-45 Fore pi hert dissiryng

bou hast part of beedis and masse syn[glyng (cf.

14.67 in our hertis mynyng); 1b. 11.380-81 pis

was Seynt Ancelme cownselyng; Ib. 18.497 pis was.

-
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H] - ,
<\_,2 pe 'Hole Gost wercheng; PLAlex., 49/11-12 Thay

began for to faghte at be son-rysynge, and
faghte -ta pe son-settyng (pe son-rysynge also

found ¥n 76/20 and 90/4, and be son-settyng also
found in 90/5); Gener. 596-97 The knyghte§ all,
and the 'squyers truely, Were full sory of his

sone departyng.

1450-1500 (8 exs.): Merlin 321/36 thei

shulde move at the first cok crowynge {also in

231/19 and §17/15): Towneley P1. 228/11 we haue

had for the mekill hart stangyng; Ib. 228/12 at

last shall we be out of hart langyng; Malory
Wks. 706/30-31 by youre myght encresyng ye

have desceyveéQmany a full noble knyghtg 1b.
673/1-3 man and woman rejbysyth and gladith of

somer commynge with his freyshe floures; Caxton

En. 84/25-30 about the lymytes of the grete see
that men calle occeane; in the marches or the

sonne goyng-under, right nyghe to that place

where he lyeth at the endes, ... is a certeyn

contre of habitacion merueyllouse.

/\
Despite the pattern in which the common-case subject ‘

precedes the gerund, many of the above quotations seem to
- ; .



admit of a different-interpretatjon. In the two-earliest
instances, both of which come from HMaid., the inflectional
'genitive end{ng -$ may be taken as beiny added to the whole
‘- group of words connected by and ("wif 7 were")}, not to the
second noun ("were"™) alone. In the third oldest instance
(741300 Arth.$ M 5131-32), some confusion with the

appositive participle may be presumed s as Musfanpja (ME

Syntax, p. 574) observes. In quite a few cases (e.y. Arth.d
2yntax, p . Artn.s

M. 5131-32, Cursor 8445, Mannyng Chron. 682, Alph.Tales
296/25-56, etc.) the noun be%ore‘the gerund may, in fact,
be a survival of OE genitives without -s, in the light of
the fact thafj tﬁé g;}ess-geﬁi;;;e is used in all ME

dialects, especially Northern, as in: Cursor 1297 “of his

fader care"; Chaucer TC I 678 “thi brother wif"; Capgr.

Chron. 195/28 "0On the gweQ;jside". Some others (e.g. Arth.&

M. 8799, KAlex 91, Seven Sages 1421, etc.) may be compounds

consisting of 'common-case subject + gerund' : “sonne
g

rysyny/arisyng", "pe son settyng/doun gangyng", "hart
stangyng/]angyng“."cok-crowynge“, “day-springyng*. These

combinations should be compared with the following

citations:

ity

Arth.& M. 3865 in pe sonnes vprise%ng; KAlex. {

v 2877 Mery it is in sonnes risynge (cf. MS Lin]
z
2883 in sonne risyng): MPPsalter 106/13 Fram pe

risyng of ﬁg sunne vnto pe goynge adoune;
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Chaucer Bo. I, m.5, 15 at rysynge of the Sonne;

Chaucer Astr. I11.12.2 fro the arisyny of the

sonne; Usk JL 1II iii 170 to-morowe be comminge

the rysinye of the sonne; Trev. Barth. 127a/a by

crowinge of kockes (g. MED); Higd.{1) 535

About cokkes crowynyg (gq. MED}; Pecock Repr. 224

after the synnys going doun (q. Gaaf); Caxton

En. 80/10 about y® goyng vnder of y® sonne;

etc.

These qdotations seem to testify that, as Gaaf (1928, p.

16 . .
71) asserts, the type {the) sunp rising consisted of (the).

syn + risinyg and was possibly not felt to be a éompound in

ME. Gaaf (1928, p. 69) also maintains that this frequently

occurring Mt idiom pe sonne rising/yoing down is. an

imitation of OF le soleil levant/colchant. Whether our ME

idioms are OF calques or not, it can haradly be denied that
they have something to do with the OF idioms17

Thus, pracﬁically all the examples before .1300 and
most of the later ones are found to allow of -a different
‘1nterﬁretation. 1f these'ambiguous examples were regarded
as those of the gerund with a common-case subjéct, this
construction cou1n'be said to occur from the beginning of

the 13th century on (?2c1200 HMaid.), which agrees with

Visser's observation mentioned earlier. If, on the other



hand, the ambiguous examples were left out of.
consideration, the construction in question would be sa{d
to appear only about 1300, iis eariiest unambiguous example
beiny from al325 (Cursor 2397), and to remain extremely
rare throughout the ME period. This supports the recently
held view also mentioned.above (see note 6).

As for the geruna with a pronominal subject in the
objective case (i.e. me, him, them, etc. instead of my,

18 19
his, their, etc.}, earlier studies show that examples

have been on record since about 1500, but that this -
construction is not really current until after 1800, when
it becomes increasingly frequent. Visser (HS, sec. 1102)
provides only thrée {nﬁ ances from late ME (Caxton alone),
all of them being first quoted by kellner (1892, sec. 418).
According to our dat; in Table VIII, however, this

" construction appears from the second half of the 1l4th
century onwards, much e§r1{er than has -previously been

noted, as fhese illustrations indicate:

7al400 RRose 2061-62 Sire, if thee lyst to

undirstande, | merveile the askyngy this
20

demande ; c1400 Ld.Troy 6317-18 he was war of

hem comyng and of here malice and here thynkyng;
&

c1420 Alph.Tales 11/22-25 hur accusers ...

desirid hym to com vnto per place and see hur

. ««s pe day of~him comm!hg drew nere; 1b. 178/12-



190

13 per was so mapny fendis in per quere, pat with

sight of paim
falid in pe psal

vp and doun, pe ta side

i 1477 Caxton Prol.& Epil.

292.151-52 Humbly regquyryng and besechyng my
sayd lord to take no displaysir on me so
presumyng; cl477 Ib. 7}a.§5-67 Moost humblie
besekyng my ... lorde, the Kyng, and also the

Quene to pardon me so presumyng; 1481 Ib. -
96b.24-25 humbly besechyng‘his Hyenes to take no

displesyr at me so presumyng.

These seven are all the examples found in the corpus, four
of them being over half a éentury earlier than those guoted
by Keliner and subsequently by Visser from Caxton. Hence it
can be said that the gerund with a prbnomina1 subject in
-the object%ve case appears as early as about 1400 (more
specifically, ?al400 RRose), but that it remains
exceedingly scarc;. much more so than even the gerund with
.a noun subject in the common Ease, throughout the late ﬁE

period.
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NOTES TO CHAPTER V
1
Quoted from Mustanoja, ME Syntax, p. 573.
2

Visser's example from ?12.. tr. Charter of
AeZelstan, which is first quoted by OED, is placed after

the one from HMaid. in QED (s.v. Pricking, vbi.sb., 4}. This

fact might suggest that our example from St.Kath. (?c1200)
. is slightly earlier than the one in queétion.

3
See also Jgspersen's comment that “the rise of the

construction in questibn is the latest step in a long and
most interestiny development, in which the ing adopts more
and more of the specific verba)l qualities and i; more and
more freed from the restrictionsbwhich at first were
inhérent in it as in other substantives” (1926, p. 150).

4 .
Jespersen (1926, p. 155) originally stated that “If

I am not mistaken, it begins to appear about the year 1700"
Litalics minel, which has apparentiy invited Gaaf's
rebuttal. - -
(ﬂ LY
5 N s
Notﬂce,'however, that Gaaf's quotations contain
numerous wrony or ambiyuous examples, as was rightly

poinied out by Jespersen (MEG, V, sec. 9.4.1).

6 i o
Mustanoja, ME Syntax, p. 574; Brunner 1962, p. 357;

Kisbye 1971, p. 58; Schibsbye 1974, p. 123; etc.

—
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, U
Cf. Séderlind 1958, p. <;Z 2, and Visser Hore,

sec. 370 (pp. 427-28).

8. T ‘
Cf. Lindeldf 1923, p. '10; Fries 1940, p. 87; Visser,

HS, sec. 1100,

9 . .
See, for example, those enumerated by Jespersen

(1926, pp. 155-56).

10 :
See especially Fowler 1926, pp. 215-18. The

treatment of the construction in modern times.by various
scholars is well summarized in Bartlett 1950, p. 456;

Vallins 1956, pp. 128-31; and Visser, HS, sec. 1100./}ﬂ

11 .
In his edition (EETS 277, Glossary s.v. tabours),

Macrde-Gibson construes this tabours as genitive plural.

12 _
From this fiyure is excluded the following example:

€1275 Ken.Ser. 26/6-8 "si sterre ... apierede to bo prie
kinges of hepenesse to-janes po sunne risindde", in which
the present participle form risindde iﬁ/due to a mistaken
interpretation of the OF -ant]form as a present part1c1ple, \\\\_

although it La,%n fact a gerund (cf. Bennett and Smithers ’;7

(eds.), EaF]y Middle English Verse and Prose, p. 394, Note C
to XVII, 7); otherwise it is one of the earliest cases of

the confounding of the present participle in -inde with the

gerund in -ing (cf. Curme 1912, p. 370).
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13
It is«f some interest to note that in PConsc.

~ (al400) the dede commyng (the common case subject) is found

twice (1953, 2901), (pe) dedys commyng (the genitive subject)

four times (1969, 1971, 1977, 2167}, and the commyng of pe dede ~ *

(the periphrastic gentive subject) once (2015).

149 ; .
Dekker (1932, sec. 269) notes that the word myght

4

haraly aliows of a genitive construction. b
15 - -
Cf. Mustanoja, ME Syntax, pp. 71-72., -

16
Gaaf notes, .however, that in PLAlex. 76@20 pbe son

rysyny apparently means ‘the East'; in such a case the
term 'compound' might be justifiable.

17
Note, for instance,that Caxton's the sonne goyng-

vader (En. 84/25-26) directly translates F. "de souleil
couchant®.

18
Constructions with her as subject are not treated

here because it cannot formally be decided whether it is a
possessive or a personal pronoun in thé objective, as in:
Alph.Tales 91/23 “in hur slepyng sho dyed"; Bokenham Sts.
5701 “"And of here pedyrgoyng pis was pe entent"; Malory
!53; 42/16-17 "1 shall telle you the cause of hir
commynge"; etc.

19
See, for.instance, Kishxg/ﬁi?l, pp. 58 and 63, and

Schibsbye 1974, sec. 7.4.7. Cf. also Visser, HS, sec. 1102,
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20 '
Visser places this instance under the type 'the +

gerund + object’, but,this the is not the definite article

the, but. a pronoun in the objectfve case the 'thee', N
functiéning'as the éubject of the -ing form, as has already

been discussed in Chapter I, sec. 1.6, n. 56, with

reference to Skeat's edition of RRose.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIDNS

The principal object of this stuly has beén to
investigéte the syntactic deve]opment of the gerund in the
ME periéd and thereby fo asaer;ain when its icquisition of
various verbal charactenisgicg took place. The chief
results of the fpreéoing’study may now be summarized as
follows: . )

Chapter 1 discusses the object of tHe g?rund. Six
different types were foﬁnd: T¥pe I = objective genitive

(possessive) + gerund; Type Il = object + gerund; Type 111

= gerund + of-adjunct; Type IV ¢ determiner + gerund + of-

adjunct; Type V = gerund + object; Type VI = determiner + )
gerund + object. The gerqﬁd obviously has nomin;l force in
Types 1, 111 ana 1V, whereas in Types V and VI it displays
verbal force by governing a direct object. In Type 11 it
may be sometimes nominal, sometimes verbal, é;pending upon
the degree of closeness of the combination ‘'object +
gerund'. Types I, II, 111 and IV are found in early ME
(1100-1300). Types V and VI, both with syntactic verbal
force, appear only in late ME (1300-1500), with Type V's
ffequency steadily increasing and Type VI's usage remaining
extremely rare. Types | and.ll (survivors of OE synthetic

expressions) are the most commonly used in early NE, Type

IIl, however, becomes by far the most frequently used

’ : [195]
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pattern until the end of the 15th tury, when it is
slightly superseded by Type iy (the ?Equlér construction
with strong nominalaforce in.ModE). The research suggests
many hitherto unexpécted facts about these six tyags. The
Type 111 construction 'gerunﬂ‘+ of-adjunct’ appears as
early as ?al1200 {(Trin.Hom. and ﬁggg;i. half.a century
" . earTier than'the oldest example hitherto noted (;1250 Gen.&
Ex.}. The !the +.gerund + of-adjunct' construction — the
mosf representative Type IV pattern —— first occurs in
721200 Ancr., about a century earlier than the oldest
instaqce previously pointed out (cf303 Mannyng HS), while
Type 1V examples”with determiners Q;her than the (viz.
demonstratives;.possessiveg, édje&tives, etc.) also occur
much earlier than have previously been noted. Type V, the
gerund fpllowed by a simple object, is first-emddenced in
71300 Arth.& M. and c1300 NHom., slightly efriier than
Visser's earliest quotation (cl1303 Mannyng hé) and over
half a century earlier than has generai]y been assumed.
Although no examples of thé construct%on 'the + gerund +
objéct' —— the chief pattéré of Type VI — have been found

prior to the oldest previously documented instance (al400

Paul.Epist.), the construction with determiners other than

the (viz. this, possessives, etc.) is noted from al325
(Cursor), all earlier than péevfous citations.
Chapter Il reveals that the gerund governing a

predicative or complement, occurs.as early as 1450 (Scrope

—
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DSP), a century before ‘the o]dest 1nstance on .record (1551
More Utog1a (Ralph Robynson s Transl,]), thereby disproving
the belief that this is only a ModE product, Its five
occurrences in three different texts during the sécond haff
of the 15th century testify to.the fact that this verbal
property is a late nf, rather‘than a ModE, developnent.
Chapter'IIL deais with the development of the gerund

modified by an adverbial adjunct. Until about 1350, the OE
type of compound 'adverbiq] element + gerund' obfains. It
then rapid]j falls into disuse, being mostiy replaced by ;he
new analytic type ‘gerund + qdvern'. This new construction,

\\lnidenced since 2al200 (Trin.Hom.), remains rare until 1300
énd then becomes more common, ousting its rival, nominal
compound in the majority of cases from 1350.onwards.
Another verbal type,'iie gerund with an adverb, phrase, is
also used as; early as c1775 (Bod.Hom.), but only a}ter
1350 does it become common., This data confirms. the fact
that the verbal property of taking adverbial adjuncts. is,
in fact, an early ME gerundial deveIOpment, starting about'a
century and a half earlier than na§ generall&'been
cgnsidered, notwithstanding fhe fact that our earliest
exnmp]es of an adverb and an adverb phrase used with the‘

. gerund are no eartier than previbusly repOrten. Anothgr
noteworthy fact is that the use of oft and not/no;

~before the gerund is attested from c1303 (Mannyng HS) and
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c1385 (Usk TL) réspectively, both of which are far earlier

-

than have previously been noted.
Chapter IV is concerned with the assumption df
compound tense and voice forms by the gerund. The compound
perfect fotm does not oc§ur atlall in our ME mEffija]' as
was to be expected from the fact that its earliest instance
as yet noted is from 1580-81 (Sidney Arcadia).‘However, the
compound passive form appears as early as 1417 (Ellis
Orig.lett.) as has been evidenced by Moss&. Our research
adds two more examples from cl454 Pecock Fol. to his three
15th-century examples. It thus appeafs that, even in late
ME, the perfect gerund has not yet appeared, and the
passive gyerund is still in embryo. -
Chapter -V studies the subject of the gerund. Being a
noun in“origin, the gerund has expressed its subject in the
genitive (bossessive) throughout all periodsgof English.
The per}phrastic genitive with of has also been instanced
since 7cl200 (St.Kath)}. As the -ing form increases in
verbal force, however, a common-case subject has also been
used, although it is still extremely rare even in late ME.
This research discovers the gerund with its noun-subject in
the cnﬁmon case from ?¢l200 (ﬁﬂgig.). a century earlijer
tﬁan its first example so far noticed (21325 Cursor).
However, practica]iy all th% examéles from before al32b
~seem to allow of a different interpretation. The gerund

with an objective-case pronoun as subject, though even
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rarer, is found as early as ?7al400 (RRose), over'half a

century earlier than its oldest example previously

established (1477 Caxton Prol.é& Egil.);

The followinyg 1ist shows in tabular form the

Gen.(poss.) obj. + gerund

Obj. + yerung
Geruna + of-adjunct

Det. (the) + gerund +
f-adjunct

Det. (other than the) +
gerund + of-adjunct

Gerund + object
Det.{the) + gerund + obj.

Det.{other than the) +
gerund + object

DATES OF EARLIEST
APPEARANCE FOUND .
IN THIS STUDY
c1175 (Bod.Hom)

all21-7all160 .
(Peter.Chron)

?2al200 (Trin.Hom.
& Ancr.)*

2al200 (Ancr.)*
7al200 (Ancr.)*

7al300 (Arth.& ﬂi)*
1450 (Scrope DSP) .

al325 (Cursor)*

earliest dates of the various gerundial constrhctions
ascertained in this study as compared with those noted in
the previous'research consulted. The asterisk (*) denotes

that our findings antedate the evidence found elsewhere.

EVIDENCE FOUND

ELSEWHERE

cl1250 (Gen.& £x.)

c1303 (Mannyny HS}

c1303 (Mannyny HS)

c1303 (Mannyng HS)

alda0o (Paul.Epist.}

(Pecock Rep™\h_ -

claay

e e e e R SN T MR L S SRR R R R R WS B M e e e e R G e SR SR R N R AR T TR AR R R R AR A W R TR e BN A e o e e e e A AR A e e e W

Compound {adv. + gerund)

111 Gerund + adverb

cl175 (Bod.Hom.)
721200 (Trin.Hom.)

721200 (Trin.Hom.) r



Gerund + adv. Phrase’

T A e e e e e = e e e e e e o e e A

Perfect gerund

Passive gerund

-—_—-——-—-—-——----.—---—-—-—--——-—-—------—-—-__-——————------—-----—_

Gen.{poss.) .sub.+ gerund

Gerund + of-adjunct

v Common-case subj.
+ gerund

{(noun)

Objective-case subj.
(pronoun) + gerund

€1175 (Bod.Hom.)

cl454 (Pecock
Fol.)

~

passim

?7al200 (St.Kath,)*

7¢1200 (HMaid)* or
a1325 (Cursor)

721400 (RRose)*

200

c1175 (Bod.Hom,)

ek e e o e e

1580-81 (Sidney

Arcadia)
1417 (Ellis Orig.
Lett.) e

?12.. (Charter of
AedeTlstan), .

al325 (Cursor)

1477 {Caxton Protl.
& Epil.)

On the basis of the above list and the general

summary of the findings of this study, it i%s poss;b1e to

establish more firmly the rise and development of the

¥

gerund's acquisition of various verbal characteristics (cf.

characteristics (1)-(5) in the Introduction):

The first step in the development of the verbal

aspect of the gerund was the acquisition of an adverbial

adjunct {adverb or adverb phrase). That is, the gerund

modified by a simple adverb or an adverb phrase

(characteristic (3)) comes into existence in ?al200 and

€1175 respectively, but does not become common for a

century thereafter, and then increases significantly in the

course of the 14th century. Then comes the salient feature

of governing a direct object (characteristic (1)), which is

first instanced in_7al300, and makes only slaow progress

s
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until the end of the 14th century; but then becomes

appreciably more frequent in the 15th century. The gerund

followed by its object but preceded by a determiner is also
first found in al32s, but remains extremely rare throughout
the remainder of the ME period. At just about the same time
the gerund with its noun-subject . in the common case
(characterigtic {5)) develops —— although this can be
traced back to ?cl1200, albeit with some reservation —
while\the gerund with its pronominal subject in the
objective case (also characggristic (5)) first shows up 1in
?alduU. Nevertheless, both forms, and especially the
latter, remain extremely'rare until the close of the 15th
century,., Still later comes the assumption of compound tense
and voice forms (characteristic (4)); the compound passive
form is attested from 1417, but remains only in embryo in
the 15th century, whereas the compound perfect form does
not Eome into use at all in ME, to be developed only in
early ModE (1580-B1). To the last stage of gerundial t
development belongs the property of governing a predicaﬁ%kg'
(characteristic {2}). Althouyh cited from 1450, it is only
sporadically instanced down to the close of the 15th
century. These observations may be better represented by
the following chart, in which (uniéorned) dftes refer to
our ;:n findings while those dates in parentheses refer to

the evidence found elsewhere:
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Gerund + obj.

Det. + gerund + obj.

.

Gerund + pred.

r

Gerund + adverb

Gerund + adv. urﬁ.

\

Perfect gerund

Passive gerund

Common case subj.
(noun)

Objective case subj.
{pronoun)

E 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600
7a1300] (c1303)
al32s  (al400) ‘ J )
~J
N
— ' > /d
1450 (1551)
L \J\ -
?a1200{7a1200)
c1175(c]175) ] . ’
T
(1580-41)
Oyt (1417) c1454
ST A >
7¢1200 a1325(al1325)

2a14do (1477) N
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As will appear from the above chart, the development
of a gerundial -ing form, initially purely nominal into one
partly nominal and partly verbal in character can be .
detected as early as in the second.half of the 12th
century. The subsequent developﬁeni is, however, so gradual
that the modern full-fledged gerund can only be seen in
e;rly ModE or, more specifically,-in the second half of the
16th cgsyury. It is safeﬁio say.that the gerund was almost
exc]uﬁive]y treated as a noun until about 1300, but it
would be too hasty to insist that the use of the gerund
with syntactic verbal force was fully or firmly established
“about 1300" (cf. Kisbye 1971, p. 56) or “before 1400" (cf.
0ED, s.v. :iﬂﬂ] 2). Instead, the evidence presented in this
stugy strongly suggests,;pat it was not until the first
half of the 15th century that the gerund appreciably
developed certain verbal properties, particularly those of
governing a diy%ct (or accusative) object and of being
modified by an adverbial adjunct. The other features:
governing a predicative, 1ndiba§ing'voice by ‘means of
compound forms, and taking a common (or acchsative) case
subjgct or an objective case subject are still far from
fully developed, being only very sporadically instanced
down to the close-of the ME period. In addition, a final
verbal characteristic, namely the creation of time-

distinctfons by means of compound forms remains totally

——

t
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undeveloped until early ModE. Nevertheless, it can

raasqeab]y be concluded that the ME period was ‘instrumental
in the formative stage of the syntactic &evelobment of the
gerund as we know today; a noun whose role has been

broadened by its acquisition of verbal characteristics.

L../

o

——
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"it s l‘ iC to fix the dates of introduction and

> cpnstruction, which are not A
‘1dent1ca1 with its }Erst and last aﬁpearancé in
_ﬁritingﬁ (Rydén 1979, ﬁ._lg).

?
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. of course, it should be pointed out that
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A. Primary Sources: Alphabetical List of Texts Examined

Note: The Azhber within parentheses refers to the page on

which bibliographical information about the text in

question is given.

Alex. & D.

‘Alexander and Dindimus. (19)

Alex.Maced. = Alisauncer of Macedoine. (19)

Alph.Tales = An Alphabet of Tales. (26)

Amadace = Sir Amadace. (22)

Amis = Amis and Amiloun., (16)

-

Ancr. = Ancrene Wisse. (11)

Arth.& M. = 0f Arthour and of Merlin. (15)

Ass.Gods = The Assembly of Gods. (30)

Assump.Vi}g. = The Assumption of Our Lady. (15)

Atheiston = Athelston. (22)

Audelay Poems = The Poems of John Audelay. (27)

Avow.Arth. = The Avowing of King Arthur, Sir Gawain, Sir

Kay, and Baldwin of Britain. (26)

Awntyrs Arth., = The Awntyrs off Arthure at the Terne

<> Wathelyne. (23)
Ayenb. = Dan Michael's Ayenbite of Inwyt. (18)
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Ben.Rule = The Northern Prose Version of the Rule of st

-

Benet. (26)

Beryn = The Tale of Beryn. (25)

Bestiary = A Bestiary (13)

I3
Bevis = The Romance of Sir Beues of Hamtoun. *16)

Bk.Courtesy = The Boke of Curtasye. (29)

Bk.Lond.E. = A Book of London English 1384-142b5. (24)

BlLewes = Sony of the Battle of Lewes. (14)

Bod.Hom. = Twelfth Century Homilies in MS.~Bodley 343. (11)

Body & S. = The Debate of the Body and the Soul. (14)

Bokenham Sts. = Bokenham's Legendys of Hooly Wummen (lLives

of the Saints). (27)

Bruce = John Barbour: The Bruce (20)

Capyr. Chron. = The Chronicle of England by John Capgrave.
(29)

Capyr. St.Auy. = John Capgravg's Lives of St. Augustine.

(28}

Capyr. St.Gilb. = John Capgrave's Lives of St. Gilbert of

- Sempringham. (29)

-

Capyr. St.Kath. = The Life of St. Katherine gi'Alexanﬂria

by John Capyrave. (28)

Castle Persev. = The Castle of Perseverance: The Macro

Plays. {26)
Caxton Blanch. = Caxton's Blanchardyn and Eglantine. (30)

Caxton Charles = Caxton: The Lyf of the Noble and Crysten

Prynce, Charles the Great. (30)
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Caxton Curial = Caxton: The Curial made by mastere Alain

Charretier. (30) ; éf}

Caxton En. = Caxton's Eneydos. (31)

Caxton Paris = Caxton: Paris and Vienne. {(30)

Caxton Prol.& Epil. = Caxton's Own Prose (Prologues, °

Epilogues, Colophons & Interpolations). (30) |

Caxton Reyn. = Caxton: The History of Reynard the Fox. (30)

-

Cely = The Cely Letters. (30)

Chaucer Anel. = Chaucer: Anelida and Arcite., (20)

Chaucer Astr. = Chaucer: A Treatise of the Astrolabe. (22) \’g

Chaucer B Chaucer: The Book of the Duchess. (19)

Chaucer Bo. = Chaucer: Boece. (21)

Chaucer

Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales. (20)

n

(A
Chaucer HF Chaucer: The House of Fame, (21)
L

Chaucer LGW = Chaucer: The Leyend of Good Women. (22)

Chaucer PF = Chaucer: The Parliament of Fowls. (21)

Chaucer "Short Poems" (20)

Chaucer

JC = Chaucer: Troilus and Criseyde. (21)
Chester P1. = The Chester Mystery Cycle. (26)

Chev.Assiyne = Chevelere Assigne. (23)

Cleyes = Sir Cleges. (25)

Cloud = The Cloud of Unknowing: (23)

Cursor = Cursor Mundi. (16)

Davy Dreams = Adam alvy's S Dreams about Edward II, etc.
(16)




Death & L. = Death and Liffe. (27)

-y

Degare = Sir Degard. (17)

ejrevant. (27)

iale' of/the Destruction of

Degrev. = The Romance of S

Dest.Troy = The 'Gest Hys

. N
Troy. (23) j

DSPhilos. = The Dicts and Sayings of the Philosophers. (29)

Eylam. = Syr Eylamour of Artois. (19)
[k.
Emare = Emarf. (25)

-

"EToulouse = The Earl of Toulouse. (25)

Everyman = Everyman. (31)

Firumb. = Sir Ferumbras. (20)

Floris = Floriz and.Blauncheflur. {13)

Fox & W. = The Fox and the Wolf (14),

p—

Gamelyn = Gamelyn. (18)

Gawain = Sir Gawain and the Green KnYght. (22)

Gen.& Ex. = The Story of Genesis and E;odus. (13)

Gener. = Generydes. (27)

Glo.Chron. = The Metrica1-Chrqnic}é<Ei Robert of °
. N

Gloucester. (15)

Golagruslﬁ G. = The Knightly éhronicle of Golagros and
G;Lane. (31) '

cAls

Gower CA» Confessio Amantis: The English Works of John

Gower. (22)

Gowther = Sir Gowther. (2%)

GRom. = The Early Erglish Versions of the Gesta Romanorum.

(28)

209



Guy = The Romance of Guy of Warwick. (16)

Harley LyricS = The Harley Lyrics. (17)

Harrow.H. = The Middle English Harrowing of Hell. (13)

. Havelok = The Lay of Havelok the Dane. {(15)

HMaid. = Hali Meidénhad. (12)

Hoccl. RP = Hoccleve's Regement of Princes. (26)

Horn = King Horn (13) f}f“’*_—f_#’/

Hdrn Child = Horn Childe. /(16)

~Isumb, = Sir lsumbras. (I87

Jacob's W. = Jacob's Well. (27)

Jos.Arim. = Joseph of Arimathie. (19) \\\_3
KAlex. = Kyny Alisaunder. (15) . ‘

KEdw.% S. = King Edward and the Shepherd. (24)

—_—

Ken.Serm. Kentish Sermons., (14)

Lamb.Homav= Lambeth "Homilies (12)

Lancelot = The Romans of Lancelot.of the Laik. (31)

Launfal = Sir Launfal. (24)

Lay.Brut = Lajamon: Brut. (11)

Ld.Troy = The Laud Troy Book. (25)

Le Morte Arth. = Le Morte Arthur [Stanzaicl. (24)

Lofsong Lefdi = On Lofsong of ure Lefdi. (13)
‘

Ludus C."= Ludus Coventriae or the Plai Called Corpus

Christi. (3Q)

Lydg. RS = Lydyaté's Reson and Sensualyte. (26)

Lydg. ST = Lydyate's Siege of Thebes. (26)
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Lydyg. 76 = Lydgate's Temple of Glas. (26)

Malory Wks. = The Works of Sir Thomas Malory. (29)

Mandev. = Mandeville's Travels (24)

3
Mankind = Mankind: The Macro Plays. (29)

Mannyng Chron. = The Story of England by Robert Mannyng of

Brunne. (18)

Mannyny HS = Robert Mannyny of Brunne's Handlyng Synne.
J
(16)

Meait.Supper = Meditations on the Supperyof our-lord, and

the Hours of the Passion. (16)

.Merlin = Merlin, or The Early History of King Arthur. {(28)

Minot Poems = The Poems of Laurence Minot. (17)

Mirk Fest. = ﬁirk's Festial. (26) .

MKempe = The Book of Margery Kempe. {27)

Morte Arth. = Morte Arthure [Alliterativel. (248)

MPPsalter = Midland Prose Psalter: The Eariiest Complete
,

~English Prose Psalter. (18)

NHom. = English Metrical Homilies. (15}

NHom.Pass. = The Northern Passion (Supplement). {(20)

Nicod. = Gospel of Nicodemus. (18)

NPass = The Northern Passion (Supplenment}. (15)

Octav. = QOctavian. (19)

Orfeo Sir Orfeo. (17)

Orison Lord = On Ureisun of ure Louerde. (13)

Orm. = The Ormulum. (12)

Otuel = The Romance of Otuel. (17)
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Otuel & R. = Otuel and Roland (17)

Owl & N. = The Owl and the Nightingale. {13)

e t—

Parl.3 -Ages = The Parlement of the Thre Aées. (23)

Partenay = The Romans of Partenay or of Lﬁsignen. (31)

Paston = Paston Letters and Papers of the Fifteenth Century

-

(28)

Patience = Patience (21)

"“PConsc. = The Price of Conscience. (22)

3

Pearl = Pearl. {(21)

Pecock Donet = The Donet by Reginald Pecock. (27) ' , -

Pecock Fol. = The Folewer to the Donet by Reginald Pecock

. r
m

(29) - S

Perceval = Sir Perceval of Galles. (24)

Peterb.Chron. = The Péterborough Chronicle 1070-1154~ (11)

PLAlex. = The Prose Lifeof Alexander. (27)

PMor,

1!

Poema Morale. (11)

PP1.B

The Vision of William concerning Piers the Plowman

(B-text). {(20)

PPl1.Creed = Pierce the Ploughmans Crede. {(22)

Proc¢l.Hen.l111 = The Proclamation éi Henry 111. (14)

Prov.Alf, = The Proverbs of Alfred (14)

Purity = Purity [=Cleanness]. {21)

Quatref.Love = The Quatrefoil of Love. (24)_

RCoilyear = The Taill of Rauf Coilyear. (30)

- - ————



Roland 4 0. = The Romance of Duke Rowland and Sir Otuell of

Spayne. {24)
Roland & V. = Rouland and Vernayu. (17)°

L4

Rolle EWr. = English Writings of Richard Rolle. (18)°

Rolle Prose = English Prose Treatises of Richard Rolle de

Hampole. (18)
RRose = The Romaunt of the Rose. (23}

RSicily = Robert of Sicily. (20)

St. Anne = The Middle English Stanzaic Versions of the Life

of Saint Anne. {25)

St. Erk., = St. Erkenwald. (22)

St. Juliana =ﬁ 1iflade ant te passiun of Seint Iuliene.

(12)
St. Kath. = The Life of Saint Katherine. (12)
St. Mary. = Seint Marherete. (12)

Scrope DSP = The Dicts and Sayings of the Phi1osodﬁ:rs

[Scrope Text]. (28)

Seven Sayes = The Seven Sages of Roma. (17)

Shoreham Poems = The Poems of Hi]liam*gffShoreham. (17)

Sieye Jerus. = The Siege of Jerusalem. (23)

Sieye Milan = The Seye off Melanye. (23)

Sieye Troy = The Seeye or Batayle of Troy. (18)

SLeg. = The Early South-English Legendary. (14)

Song Roland = Fragment of the Sony of Roland. (25}

SPass. = The Southern Passion. (14)

Spec.Guy = Speculum Gy de Warewyke. (16)
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SWard = Sawles Warde. (12)

4 P

Thrush N. = The Thrush and the Nightingale. (14)

\
Tourn.Tott. = The Tournament of Tottenham. (28)

Towne]ei Pl. = The Towneley Plays. (29)

Treat.L. = The Tretyse of Love. (31)

Trin.Hom. = 01d English Homilies of the Twelfth Century.
{11) ¥

Tristrem = Sir Tristrem. (15)

Usk TL = Thomas Usk's Testament of Love. (21) ’

Vices & V. Vices and Virtues. (11)

Vsp.A.Hom. = Vespian A Homlies. (12)

"

Wars Alex. = The Wars of Alexander. (23)

Winner E K. = A Good Short‘Debate between Winner and

Waster. (1Y)

Wisd. = Wisdom: The Macro Plays. (29)

Wooing Lord ='p£ Wohung of ure Lauverd. (13)

Worc.fray. = Worcester Fragments., (11) TN

WPal. = The Romance of William of Palerne. (20)

Wycl.Leaven = "Of the Leaven, of Pharisees”" in The English

Works of Wyclif. (21)

Wycl.Prelates = "Uf Prelates” in The English Works of

Wyclif. (25) ' )
York P1. = York Plays (27)

Ywain = Ywain and Gawain. (19)
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Other Texts Referred to ) .

The Romaunt of the Rose, ed. W. W. Skeat in The Complete

Works of Geoffrey Chaucer, Vol. I, 2nd ed.<§0xford: /:)
Ctarendon Press, 1899), pp. 93-259,

- King Alfred's Orosius, ed. H., Sweet, EETS 79 (1883; rpt.

1959).
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ABSTRACT
Initially a pure noun, the gerund has eventually expanded its syntactic

role beyond anything characteristic of its own past history by acquiring
a number of verbal properties. Although a gradual evolution, the ME period
was definitely crucial to this process. Nevertheless, exactly when and how
this metamorphosis took place remains a subject both of much scholarly debate
and limited in-depth inguiry—most notably by the ME-spec1a1ist.
| This study attempts to provide a firmer basis for general inquiry into
this syntactical process by providing a specialized analysis of the development
of these gerundial verbal characteristics in the ME period. The corpus
consists of 183 ME £exts, or almost all important ME verse and prose
available in print, both Titerary and non-literary written from ¢.1100-c.1500,
The analysis of the gerundial verbal characteristics observed in these ME
texts has been divided into five chapters: 'Gerund with Object' (Chapter 1),
'"Gerund with Predicative' (Chapter II), 'Gerund with Adverbial Adjunct’
{Chapter III), ‘Compound Tense and Voice Forms' (Chapter IV), and 'Gerund
with Subject' (Chapter V).

The development of a gerundial -ing form, at ¥irst purely nominal,
into one partly nominal and partly verbal in character can be detected
as early as in the second half of the 12th century. However, it would be
too hasty to say that the use of the gerund with syntactic verbal force
was fully or firmly esgtablished "about 1300" or "before 1400", 'as has often_
been claimed. Insteadj, the evidgnce presented in this study strongly
suggests that it waé not until tﬁé first half of the 15th century that

the gerund appreciably developed certain verbal properties, particularly



-

ii

those of governing a direct object and of being modified by an adverbial
adjunct. The other featqres:.governing a predicative, indi;ating voice —_
by means of compound forms, and taking a common-case subject are still

far from developed, being only very sporadically instaﬁced down to the

close of the ME period. In addition, a final verbal characteristic, namely
the development of time-distinctions, remains to take place in early ModE.
Nevertheless, there is sufficient documentation to suggest that future

studies of the gerund should start with a proper ME perspective.






