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IHTMODUOTIOI 

Oae of the problems receiving national and inter­

national attention concerns the soaplsts Integration of the 

Amerloan Negro into all phasee of eoalety in the United 

Statee. The success of this endeavor depends upon, first of 

all, ths realization by all individuals of ths brotherhood 

of aea aad the Fatherhood of God and, eeeondly, an educa­

tional system which will develop each individual to his mail-
* 
* 4 r 

mum eapaeity so that ho any beooae aa integral aad function­

ing part of that soeisty. 

Ths objective of this etudy la to investigate the 

development of public eduoatioa for Hegroee la Louisiana 

in light of the racial aad eooial probleaa which conditioned 

ite origin aad patterned its growth. 

Although oae may bs strongly tempted to moralize on 

various Issues, there is no intention, in this study, of con­

demning or condoning the righteousness of the events whioh 

occurred. This is the taek reserved for the courts of the 

State aad the Ration. It ia dealred, however, that this 

etudy will serve (1) to provide an understanding and an 

appreciation of aoms of the major problama eaoountered by 

Hegroee la aeeuring aa eduoatioa at the expease of the State 

of Louisiana, (8) to apprise the public of some of the 

salient faotors whioh aseouat for the Hegro*s lowsr economic, 

social, aad cultural standards, (3) to provide a point of 
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departure for farther etudiea relating to epeciflc educe-

tloaal area aad contributiona of Individual Hegro lesdere, 

aad (4) to motivate Hegro youth to further edueetloaal 

achievements by inspiring them with the progress whisk has 

bean made by their predeeeeeere. 

tl Tory little aeieatiflo writing haa been done ooaeera-

iag the effect of racial scaregeties upoa the development of 

public education for Hegroee la Louialaaa. Aa objective 

lnveetlgatloa of-the many articlea oa edaeatioa during the 

Beconatraction Period dleeloaoa a aamber of writings dis­

playing eaotiosallsm. 

tdPHaLiT Of the books written on public edaeatioa ia general 

ia Louisiana* tbe following two doeervo special mention. 

History of Education la Loaislsna1 by Edwin W. Fay, a aephew 

of Edwla H. Fay,'State Superintendent of Public Edaeatioa 

from 1880 to 1884, traoee tao earliest offorte at penile 

eduoatlen in Louisiana into the erltleal years of elvll 

etrife aad reooaetruotlen. Its significance to this study 

Ilea la the foot that publia eduoatioa for Hegroee began 

daring thoee years, tao Story of Public Education in Louisiana8 

was written ia 1984 by Thomas H. Harris, then Superintendent of 

1 Edwin H. Fay, History of Education in Lo^e.^**. 
Waahington, B.C., Government Praee, 1898, £64 p. 

8 Thomas H. Harris, Ths Story of aaalio Bduoation in 
Louielane. Hew Orleans, Printing Department, Delgado Trade 
lehooi, 1984, vil-118 p. 
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Public Education, aa a Master's thesis at Leuiaiane State 

University. Subsequently, it wee published by the Priatiag 

Department of the Delgede Trade School ia Hew Orleana. Oa 

reading its psges, oae ie confronted with the personal 

opinions of this sleeted paalio official towards the educa­

tion of Hegroee. The faet that he remained ia office thlry-

two yeare, from 1908 to 1940, indicatea that hie philosophy 

was acceptable to the majority of the votere of the State 

at that time, aad afforda soma iasight late ths msay problems 

whioh faced the Hegro ia sscuring aa education. 

Batty Porter wrote the History of Hegro isducatlon in 

3 
Louisiana aa a Heater'c thesis la 1988 at Louiaiana State 

Heraal College. It was later publiahed la the Louiaiana 

Historical Quarterly. This thesis surveys elementary, 

secondary, sad higher education, both public and private, 

for Hegroee in Louisiana. Sow eegregatioa has affeoted 

these educational levele end systems is not discussed. 

Ia 1944.Sister Mary David Young, in partial fulfil-

meat of?the Master of Arts reouiremeats at Louiaiana State 

Uaivarsity wrote A History of the Development of Catholic 

8 Betty Porter, "The History of Hegro Eduoatioa la 
Louisiana", in the Louiaiana Historical Quarterly. Yol. 85, 
Ho. 3, issue of July 1948, p. 788-881. 
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Education for the Hegro In Louiaiana. a chronological his­

tory of the development of Catholic schools. Herein are 

listed the various religious orders which fostered the 

development of the outstanding Catholic educational institu­

tions for Hegroee now in existence throughout the State and 

the contribution which each made. A chapter is devoted to 

the work of the Sisters of the lioly Family and one to the 

Sisters of the Bleased Sacrament, the two orders to whom the 

advancement of Catholic education for Hegroee in Louisiana 

to its present level can be attributed. 

The Journal of Negro Education, in 1947, published 

an article by J.B. Cade, Dean of the School of Education of 

Southern University, entitled, "Education of Negroes is 

Louisiana". This is a summary of inequalities which 

existed in the education of whites and Hegroee during the 

1989-30 school year and some of the adjustmenta which had 

occurred by the 1944-45 session. In this article, Dr. Cade 

compares statiaties taken from Bulletin Ho. 166. Eighty-

First Annual Report for the Session 1989-30 and Bulla tin 

4 Sister Mary David Young, A History of the Develop­
ment of Catholic Education for the Hegro In Louisiana, unpub­
lished Master's thesis, presented to the School of Edu ca ti on 
of Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 1944, 117 p. 

5 J.B. Cade, "Education of Hegroee in Louisiana", in 
The Journal of Hegro Education. Yol. 16, Ko. 3, Summer Issue, 
1947, p. 361*369. 

6 State Department of Education of Louiaiana, Bulle­
tin Ho. 186. Eighty-First Annual Rsoort for the Session 1929-
3Qt Baton Rouge. State of Louisiana. 1950. £84 p. 
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Ho. 585. Hinety-Slxth Annual Report for the Seasion 1944-

7 

In 1956 David C. Marshall wrote A History of the 

Higher Education of Hegroee in the State of Louisiana.8 This 

thesis, written in partial fulfilment of the requirements 

for the Doctor of Philosophy degree at Louisiana State Uni­

versity, traces the development of the colleges and univer­

sities for Negroes in Louisiana. 

Although many histories of education in Louisiana 

have been written, and a few devoted exclusively to educa­

tion of Hegroee, none has attempted to determine the effect 

of racial segregation upon the development of public educa­

tion for them. The treatises written have surveyed the 

complete scope of education for Hegroee, elementary, secon­

dary, and college, both public and private; they have traced 

the development of his higher education. The development of 

Catholic schools for Negroes has been explored. A limited 

number have considered the development of elementary and 

secondary education over a short period of time. There 

existed a need for an investigation of the effects of racial 

7 State Department of Education of Louisiana, Bulle­
tin Ho. 5S5. Ninety-Sixth Annual Report for the Session 
1944-45. Baton Rouse. State of Louisiana. 1945. 193 p. 

8 David 0. Marshall, A History of the Higher Educa­
tion of Hegroes in the State of Louisiana, unpublished 
Doctoral thesis presented to the School of Education of 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 1956, xi-210 p. 
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segregation upon the development of public education of the 

Hegro in Louisiana. The writer haa endeavored to fulfill 

this need with the present thesie. 

The scope of public education is outlined in the 

Louisiana State Constitution as follows: 

The educational system of the State shall con­
sist of all public aohools and all institutions of 
learning supported ia part by appropriations of 
public funds.® 

The term Hegro is used to include not only full-blooded 

Hegroes, but 

( . . . ) also persona of mixed White and Hegro 
parentage and persons of mixed Indian and Negro 
parentage unless the Indian blood vary de f in i t e ly 
predominates or unless the individual la acoepted 
in the community as an Ind ian . 1 0 

All persons who are not Hegroes are acoepted In Louisiana as 

belonging to the white r ace . 

The Hegro in Louisiana occupies a v i t a l place in the 

economy of the S t a t e . According to the census taken in 1960, 

there are 1,039,807 Hegroes in Louisiana or the Hegro popu­

l a t i o n accounts for approximately one-third of the papulation 

of the S t a t e . 1 1 More than t h a t , i t s very existence i s 

9 Consti tut ion of the State of Louisiana of 1921. as 
amended through the e lec t ion of Hovember 2 . 1954, Baton 
Rouge, published by Authority, 1955, p . 277-278. 

10 United Sta tes Bureau of the Census, Seventeenth 
Census of the United States? 1950. Vol. 2, Washington, U.S. 
Government Pr in t ing Office, 1952, p . xv i . 

11 , U.S. Census of Population; 1960. General 
Population Cha rac t e r i s t i c s . Louiaiana. Washington, U.S. 
Government P r in t ing Office, 1961, p . £0-27. 
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attributable to the hard work and sacrifice of this group 

of people. The colony founded by the French, having as its 

basic industry agriculture, would never have succeeded were 

it not for the Hegro slaves who were brought from their 

homeland and sold here to work the soil and thus make farming 

a profitable Industry. Hegro farm hands still account, to a 

great extent, for the cotton, rice, end sugar exports of the 

State. 

A vast number of homes throughout the State have been 

built by Hegro artisans and craftsmen, whose skills were 

nurtured from generation to generation through apprentice­

ship traialag at their fathers* sides. 

In shipping and commerce, Hegro labor is a determin­

ing factor. Hew Orleans, the major city of the state, 

looated at the mouth of the Mississippi River, is the third 

ranking port in the nation judged by the tonnage of shipping 

it handles. It occupies a eontrolling position for all water 

traffic through the center of the United States. Ocean-going 

vessels leave here dally for South American, European, and 

Asiatic ports. This commerce would be impossible without 

the vast supply of Hegro labor serving as stevedores and 

wharf workers. Because of its strategic position, many 

Hegro merchant mariners have chosen to make their homes and 

rear their children in Hew Orleans. 
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Hew Orleans International Airport is rapidly becom­

ing a center for air traffic through North, Central, and 

South America, and the islands of the Carribeaa. It hae been 

called the "Hub of the Americas". People of all nationali­

ties aad racial origins pass through here daily. 

Other than the postal employees, hired by the United 

States Government, Hegroes are employed only in the menial 

service occupations, such as porters, sky caps, and the like, 

around the airport. There are not many Hegroes in the semi-

professional or skilled occupations suoh as pilots, mechanics, 

or traffic control operators. 

There is a scarcity of Hegroes ia the professional 

occupations. Hegro doctors and medical specialists are 

sorely needed to care for their increasing populace. There 

is much need for Hegro scientists and engineers in our 

society. The economic skills of Hegro businessmen, while 

there is some slight increase, still do not meet the demands 

of the Hegroes' buying power. 

The Louisiana School Directory for the Session 
18 

1968-68 lists 866,605 Hegro children as registered la the 

public elementary and secondary schools during the 1961-68 

session. 

18 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
Bulletin Ho. 975. Louisiana School Directory. Session 1962-
1963, Baton Rouge, published by Authority, 1968, p. 146. 
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How has racial segregation affected the development 

of public education for these young people, the future 

citizens of this growing metropolis? What gave the impetus 

for the initiation of the system of education now in exist­

ence, and what social and economic influences patterned Its 

growth? In what direction does it seem to be headed? These 

questions are of vital Importance not only to the Hegro and 

the State of Louisiana but to the United States and the free 

nations of the world as well. 

The integrity of the United States ia ths profession 

of our foreign policy Is judged to a great extent by the 

manner in which we treat our minority groups* We cannot 

censure other nations for their seeming disregard for their 

populace when the largest minority group in the South is not 

sharing in the rights of full citizenship. We are not able 

to justify the expressed ideals of our democratic government 

if it is not adequately providing for all of its citizens. 

With this incentive, the President of the United States and 

the Attorney General have deemed it prudent to invest!gets 

oases of diaoriminatlon where constitutional rights are being 

withheld. Foremost among them are eases dealing with educa­

tion in the South. 

Southern Hegroes have reached s stage of self-

realisation. They are aware that gross inequalities of 

opportunity have existed, and that economic, social, and 
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cultural privations have contributed to the limited educa­

tional progress of the group. 

Until very recent years a notable harmony of race 

relations in Louisiana had prevailed. But this was still 

the era of farmer and share-cropper, hotel manager and porter, 

madame and the cook. A lack of opportunity to prepare for 

any type of work beyond the menial occupations precluded a 

better economic and social level for the group. 

With the responsibility of full participation in 

the Armed Services of the nation and the opportunity to 

participate in the support of local, state, and federal 

government through the payment of taxes and the ballot, en­

lightened southern Hegroes are striving to secure for their 

children and themselves a truly representative State govern­

ment and Increased opportunities for self-development. 

With this picture of the present day Hegro in mind, 

the writer hypothesized that racial segregation has retarded 

the development of public education for Hegroes in Louisiana 

to such an extent that it became necessary to take steps to 

abolish the dual system of education. It appears that, due 

to racial segregation, through the years, the Hegro has not 

enjoyed the same educational opportunities as other groups 

within the State. In order to partake of these advantages 

the abolition of the dual system of education became 

necessary. 
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Ths subjest was divided for study late several 

Chronological periods Identified by their prevalent condi­

tions. The chapters aad their relationship to the develop­

ment of the thesis are as followst -

1. Background ami Beginnings of Public Education for 
Hegroes in Louisiana 

This chapter provides the social climate la 
which education for Hegroes was to develop. 

8. Eduoatioa During Reoonstructloa 
The raolal antagonism whioh resulted from the 

mixing of the races ia the schools firmly lap1ants 
the desire to provide separate schools for Hegroes. 

8. Education During Home Rule 
The removal of Federal troops permits racial 

segregation to become a reality aad later re­
ceives the approval of the United States Supremo 
Court. 

4. "Separate but (not) Equal" Education 
The basic stipulation for racial segregation, 

"separate but equal", is not followed. Since 
eduoatioa for the Hegro race is always Inferior 
to that provided for the white race, Hegro leaders 
begin to think la terms of desegregation. 

5. Present Status - The Beginning of Desegregated 
Education 

The steps taken and progress made towards the 
abolition of the dual system of public education 
are given, thereby approaching the desire for 
equalisation of educational opportunities. 

Data from these periods were eolleoted, subjected to 

external and internal criticism, and interpreted in the 

light of the then prevailing conditions. Major sources were 

the Constitutions of the state of Louisiana since they are 

baalc documents upon which all public school legislation 

depeada, the Acts of the Legislature. Summaries of Court 
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Cases. Aaaual Reports of the State Superintendent of Public 

Education, the Louisiana Education Association Journals. 

newspaper articles, and personal interviews. 

If this study has pointed out some of the detrimen­

tal effects to education of Hegroes in Louiaiana caused by 

raolal segregation, it will have served its purpose. The 

taak then remains for educators to become cognizant of 

these conditions and assist in alleviating them. It la im­

possible for the United States to maintain its position of 

leadership in the free world if, because of racial segrega­

tion aad elaas status, the educational potential of one of 

its largeat minority groups is not being fully developed. 



CHAPTER I 

BACKSBOUHD AHD BIGXHHIiOS OF HTSLXC IDUCATIOH FOR 
HBGR0K8 IK L0UI3IAHA 

Prior to studying the effect of racial segregation 

upon the development of public education for Hegroes in 

Louisiana, i% is necessary to look into the historical 

development of the State to understand what influences have 

set the Hegro apart from all other ethnic aad racial groups 

in the State. It is also necessary to review the social 

climate which precluded Hegro participation when publio 

education began. Finally, to complete the background, a 

summary of the conditions which developed and preolpltated 

public education for the Hegro is given. 

this chapter Is divided into four sections: (1) a 

racial and social background of the people of Louisiana; 

(8) the beginning of education of the masses whioh did not 

include Hegroes; (3) the Civil War period during which public 

education for Hegroes began; and (4) a summary. 

In the first section it will be seen that the Hegro 

did not migrate to Louisiana with the hope of improving hie 

condition, as was the case with all other races. Rather, 

ho was brought there as a slave to work the soil for his 

white master. Because of this servile status his education 

was not considered when public education of the masses bsgan, 

as will be aeon la the second section* Also discussed, 
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herein, will be the attitude of the people in regard to 

accepting aad financing public education. Section three 

will point oat the eeaditioaa under whioh public education 

for Hegroee began. Bore will be seen how the effects of the 

Glvll War, tao freedom of m e slaves and the education of 

Freedaen by the Freedaen* a Bureau, finally coerced state 

authorities to provide public education for Hegro citizens. 

1. Racial and Social Background of Louisiana. 

An educational system develops according to the 

cultural pattern of the society which it serves. Xaadel 

tolla us that it la "impossible to understand any aducatioaal 

system and tao differences between systems without going 

behind them to discover the influences that helped to shape 

them11.1 Louisiana end tao other southern states of the 

United States, where a system of slavery permeated the lives 

of the people, afford typical examples whore influences of 

this former social system are felt oven though the eye tarn 

has been abolished for oae hundred years. 

Although Louiaiana had boon explored by Spanish 

adveaturers as early aa 1519, it was not until 1688 that 

tao new land was claimed by France when LaSallo aad a band 

of fifty «om descended to tao mouth of the Mississippi River 

* 1 I.L. Kendal, Tao Haw Era ia Education. Cambridge, 
Houghton Mifflin, 1985, p. W. 
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sad named tao territory Louiaiana, la honor of their king, 

Louis H Y . 

Settlement waa very slow and the French soon found 

their new colony to be Quite expensive, AS a means of pro­

moting its development and to eliminate its drain upoa the 

toffarm of Franco, la 1718 the king of Franco consigned to 

Aatoino Orosatf a wealthy French merchant, exclusive righta 

for trading in the Louiaiana territory for fifteen years. He 

was also given the privilege of sending a ahip to Africa oace 

a year for Hegro slaves. He waa permitted to work any mines 

found in Louisiana, provided one-fourth of the profits went 

to tao king of France, sad of owning forever amy land whioh 

he might cultivate. Ia payment for these privileges ho was 

obliged to send two shiploade of colonists to Louisiana 

every your sad, after alao years, to assume all expenses for 

the administration of the colony. 

Tao lucrative enterprise whioh Oroaat had envisioned 

only led to hit downfall. The precious minerals which he 

sought could not bo found. Trade relatioaa with the Spanish 

could not bo established. Ho waa plagued by jealousy among 

his poors and quarrels among the offleers of the colony. 

Furthermore, the aerohant could not fulfill the obligation 

which he Had asaumea. Hho could be encouraged to colonise 

a wilderness, devoid of precious minerals, whore toil aad 

hardship were the order of the day? Realising the fatuity 
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of him efforts ho requested to be relieved of his responsi­

bilities. This waa granted by the cancellation of his 

charter ia August, 1717. 

Franco still wished to preserve and develop the 

colony of Louisiana. It had bean proven in the case of 

Crozat, however, that her development was too great an enter­

prise for a private individual. It was therefore decided 

that the administration of Louisiana be entrusted to a 

company. 

Quick to seize advantage of this opportunity was 

John Law, a crafty Scotsman. Ho wastsd no time la organiz­

ing tao Company of the Indies, Hor waa he wanting for greedy 

stockholders who were speculating on his money making schemes. 

By painting a beautiful picture of the Hew World abroad, the 

company enticed many persons to come to Louisiana. 

Those persons, upon their arrival, were exceedingly 

disappointed hut after having endured auoh a long and arduous 

journey usually decided to remain and try to work the soil. 

Many of thorn were refugees from the poorest aoctiono of 

France and had no alternative. In the summer of 1718, the 

Company of the Indies sent numerous shiploads of colonists 

to Louisiana. After arriving, however, the Company dis­

covered that many of these people were not fit for such a 

rugged pioneering life, Many sickened and dlsd. If the 

colony was to prosper a sturdy supply of laborers was needed. 
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The American Indian could not be depended upon e i the r as a 

slave or a salaried worker. In order to satisfy this de­

ficiency, the Company «* the Indies looked to Africa for a 

supply of slave labor. This they found readily available to 

them. 

tme African slaves, brought to the colony, readily 

adaptod themselves to the climate and the working conditions 

which confronted thorn. Although thoy had no alternative they 

labored Tory satisfactorily la bondage. Thoy proved such an 

assst to tao agricultural development of the colony that the 

Company of the Indies imported many shiploads of slaves 

thereby increasing to a groat extent the population of the 

colony* 

To protest the eeloaista from any danger which might 

arise duo to the presence of such a large number of Hegro 

slavee, Governor Bienville, in 1784, promulgated the Code 

Moir, a oat of laws drawn ve^ for regulation of Hegroes on 

the Island of Santo Domlnguo. Its provisions were not, on 

the whole, severe, too moot atringont poaaltiea being impoaed 

for offenses imperiling the safety of whites; on ths other 
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hand, alavea were protected from the possible cruelty and 

iajustice of their masters,* 

Although colonization of the Louisiana Territory in­

creased under the Company of the Indies, it was a financial 

loss to the stoekholders. In January, 1731, the Company of 

the Indies petitioned the king to return its charter or it 

would completely break down under the obligation which it 

had assumed. 

Thus did the India Company close her books after 
a laborious existence of fourteen years. She had 
failed as signally as her predeceeaor, Oroaat, 
although, having superior means, she had accomplished 
mere for the colony. She had founded Hew Orleans, 
which she had so named In compliment to her great 
patron, the Duke of Orleans, logeat of France, and 
she had made important settlements of Hatches, at the 
Tohoupltoulaa, Cannes Boulees, Baton Rouge, Manoaae, 
and Toiat Coupee. She had taken Louisiana with a 
white population of about five hundred souls and twenty 
Hegroes, and she left it with a population of about 
five thousand whites and about two thousand firs hundred 
Hegroes. It is to be remembered, however, that for 
the last ton years since 1781, the white population 
had remalnsd stationary; *•• Hegroes alone aad Increased, 
their number having swollen from about six hundred to 
ever two thousand.® 

The efforts of the Company of the Indies greatly 

facilitated the development of a stable colony in the 

8 Franoia-Xavler Martin, A, General Pj 
of the frfftptotmrm mf the fftato ̂rritqry of j 

cost of ths Acti 

to St a 
Leg^sLst^re of the State fOrrltQjy of Orleans a n j ^ 
ft* g W * ! * * * ! *Jtt ̂ .Prttg*11*?11 °ff j y <*ow°r 
the Territorial Government. "The Black Code: An Act OMMM«TSI2S;rfM* 

Prescribing the Huloa aad Conduct to be Observed with Heap est 
to Hegroee aad Other Slaves of This Territory", How Orleana, 
publiahed by a reaolvo of the Legislature, 1816, p. 600-690. 

8 Charles Gayarre, History of Louisiana, vol. 1, 
How York, fiodf leld ,1854, prisT. 



BAC&mOUHD AHD BrCIHHLKGS 7 

Louisiana Territory. Although there was auoh disappointment 

at the leek of precious minerals, agriculture was made a 

profitable Industry. The increase in the number of people 

residing in the Territory dispelled any doubts which the 

king of France may have harbored concerning the possibility 

of its development. 

This increase in population was not out of love for 

the colony, however. Few people who resided therein con­

sidered Louisiana aa homo. Oeyarre atetee that: 

With the exoeptioa perhaps of the .'oadiana and of 
the Germans whom Law had sent to the colony in 1788, 
those whom she received in her lap were not grateful 
for her hospitality, and deemed themselves to bs 
miserable exiles. All the military officers and other 
persons employed by the government had but one objec­
tive ia view, that of availing themselves, to obtain 
promotions, of their services in the distant oountry 
and of the reputation of perils whioh they were really 
expoaed to, or were supposed to have encountered, and 
thoy alao besought themselves nothing else than making 
money, by fair or foul means, acoording to their 
different dispositions, ia ordor to return, with in­
creased honors, or with saple means of snjoyment, to 
their onerished native country, to the beautiful Franco, 
which they could not forget. With regard to the part of 
tao population which was not composed of officials, a 
good many had been transported to Louisiana by force, 
end detected a oountry which they looked upon aa a 
priaon. Others, whose coming had been the result of 
their own volition, had been deceived by wild hopes, 
by unrealised promisee, sad by exaggerated repreaenta-
tloma of what they were to expeot la the lead to whioh 
their immigration had beea solicited. They smarted 
under the anguish of disappointment and If they labored 
at all, it wes to eooulre a means to go back, oefore 
closing their career to their birth-place in Europe, 
and thoy had even impregnated their off-spring with 
these notions. Unfortunately, Loulslaaa was a mere 
place of tranaieat and temporary sojourn, nothing better 
than a hoetelry, a oaravanaary, bat no home for anyone. 
How could It bo loved, improved and beautlfied?4 

4 Oeyarre, fipjjBJJfc., Yol. 2, p. 354-355. 
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Txsspt for a few plantatione Louisiana was slow to 

develop end continued to be e burden upon the mother oountry. 

Besides having trouble with the Indians, aha found herself 

enolosed between England on the east, who was continuously 

preealng westward, and Spain on ths weet. Anticipating the 

loss of Canada to the Brltiah ae a result of the Sevea Teara 

*mr, Louia XT, la 1768, made a gift of the Island of Hew 

Orleane sad all of Louisiana lying weet of the Mississippi 

Bivsr, to his cousin, Charles III of Spain. This wss 

confirmed by the Treaty of Paris la 1763. 

The Spanish laid claim to the Louisiana Territory 

from 1768 until 1803. Although few ohaagea were made ia the 

government of the colony, the offcote of the Spenleh domina­

tion are atill visible ia the architecture of the State. 

The people of Louiaiana never completely aeoepted 

their Spanish rulers. They felt that their king had treated 

them unfairly by sscretly relinquishing them to s forslga 

power. Thoy resented hearing the Spanish language apoken and 

hoped one day to again bo claimed aa loyal subjects by their 

native Franco. Although unsuccessful, many conspiracies to 

overthrow the government ooourred among the moet influential 

men. 

By 1803 France had become fairly stabilized from the 

offoota of the French Revolution and Hapolooa had assumed 

the leadorahip of the ooantry. His smbition led him to eeek 
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mora eolonlee in tao Hem World, taking advantage of the 

weakneee of Qherloa 17*e rule end the love which the eolon-

lete continued to footer for their mother country, Hapoleon, 

with tao aid of oae of hie ministers, Talleyrand, who had 

spent some time ia the United States, waa successful la 

regaining Louisiana from Spain. 

Tao re-aequleitlon waa abort lived, however. The 

slave uprising la Santo Domingue and the heavy toll which 

had boon plaood upon Hapoleon's army by Toussalat L'Oaverture, 

their Hegro loader, end the yellow fever, made a dofenae of 

the colemy against an Impending war with the Britieh impooelble. 

80, in April, 1808, twenty days after hie acquisition, when 

approached by the United Statea with en offer to parchsee 

tho colony, Hapoleon eold the whole Louisiana Territory for 

tea million dollare to eliminate the possibility of loolag 

it to tao Brltiah. 

Although eparcely populated, when tho United Statee 

aesumed oontrol of the Louiaiana Territory, It compriaed 

many ethnio groupe. Bssidss the Indians and the original 

French cottiers, there were the Aoadlema whom tho British 

had expelled froa Hove Scotia. Many Germane entered the 

colony darning tho period that John Law operated the Company 

of the ladies. A few American cottiers had entered from the 

east. During tho Spanish regime many parsons from Spaia had 

mode their homo ia tho Territory. Then there were the 
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Creoles who resulted from tho Intermarriage of the French 

aad Spanish with tho Indians. By far the largest ethnic 

groupa and the groups which were to cause the most concern 

to tho government of tho prospective State were the Hegro 

slaves aad the Fre®-t*e©ple~©f-Color. 

Slavery had been introduced in largo numbers while 

John Law operated the Company of the Indies. During the 

Slavs rebellion In Santo Bomlngne many wealthy persons 

escaped to Louisiana bringing with them their valued posses­

sions and their slaves. This not only increased the number 

of slaves already in the territory but it also augmented the 

number of persons belonging to a new clase that had formed, 

the Free-People-of-Color. This group of people were gener­

ally of mixed heritage, white and Hegro, but were not slaves. 

They fall Into one of the following eategoriee. Although 

marriage was not permitted between the races, where fraterni­

sation between the French or Spanish with a Hegro woman re­

sulted in an offspring, she was usually given her freedom so 

that her child would be protected by not being born into 

slavery; slaves were frequently given their freedom for 

some heroic act or for working very well for their masters 

for a number of years; and then there were the refugees, men­

tioned in Governor Claiborne's letter, who migrated to the 

Territory after first seeking asylum in Cuba during the slave 

rebellion in Santo Dominguo, many of whom were wealthy end 
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we l l edueated persoaa of mixed blood. Thoee people not only 

carved to increase the number of Free-People-of-Oolor in 

Louisiana but thoy a l s o afforded economic s t a b i l i t y and 

guidance to thie group end elso to the slsves. 

8. Public Education of tho Masees Does Hot Include 
Hegroes. (1808-1861) 

a) Hdueatloa ia Territorial Louisiana (1803-1618).-

At the time it was purchased by the United States, no system 

of public education existed in Louisiana. Ihe Frenoh who 

settled there had opened many private schools because they 

believed that education wae the reeponelbllity of the femlly 

aad the church. Under the Spaaiah domination a system of 

publio education wae Inaugurated but the loyal Frenoh re­

sented the Spaaiah language aad consequently would not 

attend their schools. 

As far as ths Hegro wee eonoerned, hie education wae 

not considered et all. Under t:e Code Hoir of Bienville, 

which had remained In effect, education of a slave was con­

sidered unlawful. Thie does not mean that all Hegroes were 

completely unedueeted. Many were taught to read aad write 

by Catholic organisations, as this knowledge wae necessary 

for them to learn their cateohism. This was not considered 

sdueatioa but rather religious instruction and met the 

approval of tho government. Foremost among thoee religious 

orders wes that of the Ursulins Huns. 
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Oaring the slave Insurrection in the West Indies 

many Free-People-of-Color, who %ere well educetod and also 

had the resources neoessary to send their children to France 

for an education, came to Louisiana. At this time education 

was confined only to the wealthy few. Private tutoring or 

travelling to Franco for aa education was a luxury in which 

many could not participate. 

When Olaibosme became territorial governor he real­

ised that if Louiaiana was to one day become a state, 

education of the messes was necessary to ensure a republican 

form of government, this he expressed in a letter to Presi­

dent Madison, dated January 2, 1804, in which he deplored the 

frivolous diversions and the show of wealth displayed by the 

merchants and the planters of the Territory. Claiborne gave 

as one of hia first objectives the establishment of some 

system of education under the sponsorship of ths government. 

Although tho French people considered education a private 

affair, the Governor fait that left to their own devices very 

little would be aceompliahed by the people towards bringing 

education to the masses.* 

By an Act of Congress passed March 26, 1804, the 

Louisiana Territory, ceded by France to the United States, 

4 Dunbar Rowland, (14.), Official Letter Books of 
W.C.C. Claiborne. Jackson, Miss., State Department of 
Arehivea and History, Yol. 1, 1917, p. 387. 



BACKOHOUHD AMD BEQIHHIBOS IS 

wae divided late two parte, aamoly, the Territory of Orleana 

whioh waa plaood under tho gerernorahlp of William O.C. 

Claiborne, aad the Distriot of Louisiana whioh waa placed 

under the jurisdiction of the governor of the Indiana 

territory.® 

On April 19, 1808, the Territorial Legislature met 

and paased aa Aot to Institute a university ia the Territory 

of Orleana. Sootion 4 of the Aot required the regenta of 

tho univereity so organised tot 

(...) establish within eaoh county of thie 
territory, one or more ecadeales for tho instruction 
of youth, la the French end English languegee, reeding, 
writlag, grammar, arithmetic and geegrsphy (...);• 

aad Sootioa 5 required them to eetabliah whatever eoadomlos 

they deemed necessary 

(...) for tho laatruetlom of youth of the female 
sox, ia tho tngllah aad French languages, end In such 
branehoe of pollto literature, and each liberal arts 
and accomplishments ae may be eultable to the age end 
eex of tho puplis.7 

Tho course of revenue for this aeooapliehmeat is givsn in 

Section 8i 

& CSMyoliiYf.^oftta^ng tne DeelaraHw, 9f Indepen­
dence, the Constitution of the Tlnlted States and I t s '&end-
ments. The Treaty of Ceaaion Betaeea the United States end* 
the Republic of France. Hew Orleana. published by Authority. 
1810, p . 49-58. 

• Territory of Orleans, "As Acts To ins t i tu te e 
University in tho Territory of Orleana", in Acta of the 
imglalatmrm. Flrat Session of ths Legislative Council, 1805, 
p. 814. 

7 ibid., p. 914-816. 
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That for tho establishment, and support of the 
institutions contemplated by thie act, there shall 
bo relaed annually a sum mot exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars by two lotteries.® 

t 

Tho returns from tho lotteries were not as profitable 

as expected and the university and its affiliated aoademlee 

were alow getting atarted. To promote their more rapid 

growth Governor Claiborne, in hie address bsfore the Legis­

lature on Meroh 24, 1806, preised the plan adopted by some 

of the Statea ia the Uaion, that of eetabliahlng a aohool ia 

every neighborhood aad supporting thsm by s general tax. He 

recommended that a similar plan be inaugurated in the Terri­

tory of Orleane and that it would be flnaooed by a tax 

plaood upon every individual ia proportion bo his wealth.* 

The result of contrailsod organisation end operation 

of the echo©la at this time wes not satisfactory. It wae 

thought that mors responsibility for the functioning of the 

schools should rsst with the persons who were dlreetly 

benefited by thorn. 

On May 8, 1806, the Legislature met aad passed aa 

Aot to provide for the establishment of free public schools 

la tho several counties of tho Territory. This Aot was to 

amend thoee sections of the previous Act dealing with the 

ootebllahmoat of aeademioa la the eounties by requiring the 

8 Territory of Orleana, "Aa Aoti To institute a Uni­
versity la the Territory of Orleana", On. Pit., p. 318. 

9 Rowland, Ojj_CJ&., Yol. 3, p. 278. 
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fathers of the famillea la a apeeiflo eoaaty to meet aad 

elect a board of five coamlsslcnere whoso duty would be to 

edopt a plan for establishing free public schools in seid 

county whioh would be most convenient to the population, end 

La keeping with their needs aad reaoareee. Tho echo©Is eo 

established would bo supported by the county. A general 

report of the county'a educational aetivity would be pre-

eented to the Territorial Legislature at the beginning of i te 

next cecaloa by the county's representative. For the County 

of Orleans thsso duties would be performed by the Regeata of 
10 tho Univereity of Orleana. 

This increased impetue plaood upon education by the 

Legislature waa of l i t t l e velae to the public schools. I t 

did, however, Incite the proud fathere of the Territory to 

give increased interest to the education of their children. 

I t s offoots wsre recognized la Goveraor Claiborne*e speech 

to the two Houuee of the Aeoembly, delivered oa Saturday, 

January 14, 1809. 

10 Territory of Orleans, "An Aetj To provide for the 
establishment of free public schools in the severel oounties 
of the Territory", in Aatm of the L^s l syuxo , Firet Sesaioa 
Of tho Firat Legialature, 1807, p. 8-10. 
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X do aot learn, Gentlemen, that the 'act to 
provide for the mesne of establishing public schools 
l a tho Parishes of ths Territory' la l ike ly to pro­
duce the desired e f fec t . In the Parish of Point 
Coupee, i t l a understood, that provision hae bsen 
made for support of two or more public schools; but 
I fear that few other parishes w i l l profit by so 
worthy am example. I have observed with plsaaure, 
that schools for private instruction have of la te 
greatly increased and that fathsrs of families seem 
lmpreesed with tho Importance of educating their 
off-eprlng.11 

On January 31, 1811, the Legislative Council la 

answer to a apeooh which Governor Claiborne hod delivered 

two days earlier, lamented the foot that "thus far ao plan 

had been fallen on that oould be oarried iato exeeution for 
18 

tho promotion of Iducatloa in the Territory". 

Tho iahabltanta of the Territory of Orleans had been 

promised self-government and statehood upoa aa equal footiag 

with tho thirteen original atatea whenever It could be 

ascertained by em aotual census that the number of free 

iahabltanta amounted to sixty thousand. A census of the 

population taken August 6, 1810, revealed that thsrs wsrs 
13 76,886 Inhabitants in the Territory. The Territorial 

Legislature mot in Hew Orleana on January 28, 1818, and drew 

11 Rowland, StSxJ&k'» T o 1 - «• 9* *93. 

18 Ibid. . Vol. 5, p. 88. 

13 Oarnio H. MeOiaty, A History of Louisiana. How 
Tork, Hspooltion Press, 1949, p. 118. 
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ap a constitution in hooping with that of the Constitution 

of tho United Statea and, by sn Aot of Congress, approved by 

President James Madison on April 8, 1818, sad going into 

offcot oa April 30, 1818, the Territory of Orleana waa 

admitted into the Union es the State of Louisiana. Clai-

borne remained aa governor of tho new etato. The flrat eoa-

atitatioa imoludod nothing on edueation. The persons reapoa-

slble for ite exletence were too preoccupied with mooting 

those requirements which would make thorn aoeoptable to the 

Onion. Alao, froo aohool attondaaoo wae etill regarded aa a 

mark of poverty aad a voluntary aoeial atratificetioa. Thua, 

la spite of tho efforts expended end tho growing recognition 

of the aeod for educating the white masses, at the time 

Louisiana was edmltted into ths Union no system of public 

eduoatioa for white aor Hegro youth axiated in the State, 

b) Education During Early statehood (1818-1861).-

Claiborne hold tho office of governor until 1818. Although 

uaaale during ale period of public life la Louiaiana to 

socoapllsh tho teak of eetabliahlng a aatlafaoftory system 

of public education, ho did succeed la demonstrating the 

aeod for education of tho masses to many other pablio 

officials. 

14 McOinty, OP. Pit.. p. U S . 
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In 1819, ths Legislature passed an Aot granting to 

all parishes within the State, except tho pariah of Orleana, 

la which schools had been established three moo the or more, 

an aaaual atipoad of $600 to bo paid to the police jariea. 

Thoee jariea wore to serve aa the school administrators and 

worm to deliver aa accurate account of their expenditures 

to tao general assembly through the respeotive perish 
IB 

representatlvee. 

BhAOavoriag to refine aohool admlniatration la the 

parishes even more, and to encourage more perishes to in­

augurate local aystarns, the Legislature ia 1881 paeaed aa 

Act ralalng tho etipend allotted to e parieh from $600 to 

|800 to bo paid oat of State fuude. Police juries were 

given authority to levy taxee for educational purposes, 

within their respeotive parishes, aot to exceed #1,000 per 

anaum. Juriediction over the schools, however, waa taken 

away from tho policy Jury aad plaood under a Board of Trus­

tees ooaaiatlng of five men. Their duties were to v is i t the 

sehoole in their pariah at leaat twice a year, to examine the 

aohool buildinga, to aheok toaoher qualifications, to verify 

tho number of students reported in each aohool, and to 

18 State of Louisiana, "An Aot: To amend eeverel 
laws enacted oa the subject of Public Schools within tills 
State, end for other purposes", in Aqta of the Legislators, 
First Session of tho Fourth Legislature, 1819, p. 88. 
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prorate their allotment among the sehoole of their pariah. 

Individual aohool administrators were made accountable to 

tho Board of Truateee for a l l monies reoelvod. District 

Court judges wore to charge their grand Juries to Inquire 

into tho ueo of e l l money reoelvod by Boarde of Truateee, et 

leaat onoe a year, aad trustees wore to make al l records 

available to them, AS a further Incentive for tho eetabliah-

meat of schools, Boards of Trustees In parishes where no 

aohool housee existed were permitted to draw #800 from the 

state treasurer for this purpose.1* 

Tho mannsr of appropriating educational allotmemta 

to the pariahes waa decisively changed in 1887. An Aot wee 

paasad by the General Aaeembly allotting to eaah pariah two 

and five-eighths of o dollar for every voter i t contained, 

baaed oa tho lest ceneue. For tho support of schools, 

however, BO pariah wee to reoeive a yearly sum greater 

than #1,180 aor loss thsn #800. Tho polleo jury of eseh 

parish waa to appoint five persons, not among their members, 

to aot aa a board of administrators. The administrators were 

to appoint three tanstsee in eaoh police jury ward who would 

bo reaposslble for hiring qualified teachers and ths gonerel 

16 State of Lomiaieaa, "Aa Acts To extead aad 
Improve the system of public education la the state of 
£ ? S i ! 1 f , * I \ 1 ? M»# fft.|bo ^aU^^ure , Flret Pessioa of ths 
Fifth Legialature, 1881, p. 62-66. 
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condition of schools. Ho teacher would be paid without a 

certifieate attesting to hie good moral character aad the ful­

filment of his dutios. The trustees of esch ward were to 

semi-annually submit to the administrators a detailed report 

of tho condition and operation of the schools in their ward, 

and the administrators were to publieh and poat an account 

of tho number and condition of the aahoola in their parish, 

the money drawn from tho Stete treasury for their support 

sad how i t waa apent. The administrators were made respon­

sible for the apportionment of the funda to tho several 
17 wards of their pariah. 

Two groat problems which retarded the development of 

an adequate system of public eduoatioa were inadequate 

administrative planning and the reluctance of thoee who 

needed i t to accept free aohoollng. They fe l t that atton­

daaoo therein waa a clear admission that they belonged on e 

lower eocial stratum than the wealthy land owner whoss ehildren 

either paid to attend the seme schools or were edueated in 

private aeademioa or by tutors. 

These problems are brought out ia the following 

excerpt from Ooveraor A.B. Roman's message to the Legieleture 

17 State of Louisiana, "An Acts To provide for the 
support and administration of pariah schools and for other 
B*ttP!mlMl2 A o t* vfjjfl* Iffnilmftlqrt> W « * Session of the Bighth Legislature, 1887, p. 80-81. 
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Of 1831. 

He have a great number of s tstutes concerning 
public edueation; but we must admit nons of thsm 
have s s ye t , attained tho end proposed. Our primary 
achools, the object of which was the diffusion of 
knowledge among tho poorer elassee of society, hsve 
nowhere answered our expeetationa: ( . . . ) I f tho 
want of common education l a so much f s l t among us , 
i t cannot be attributed to the poverty of the 
State; i t la rather beoaues a good sad orderly 
plaa baa not, aa yet , been edopted. To remedy thie 
e v i l , wo must, probably, think l o s s of aaklag largo 
appropriations, than of employing more usefully thoss 
which havs already been made. 

In asms of our parishes, the poorer claae of 
parents, although ia the neighborhood of a aohool, 
refuse to send their children because i t i e repugnant 
to their feel ings to have them educated gratuitously. 
They suppose that by aoeepting such an edueation for 
them, they reduce them to the miserable situation of 
those who are foroed to depend on alma for a l i v i n g . 1 0 

Although aohool finances were l imited, money waa 

not a determining footer in the caliber of edueation pro­

vided for tho populace. What waa of v i ta l concern, however, 

wae the ineff ic ient manner in which thoee monies a l lot ted 

to edueation were apent. A ro-oppralaal of the ueo of the 

educational allotment waa neoeaeary i f tho State waa to pro­

vide adequate sohoole to meet the needs of ths children. 

I t must bs remembered that a l l of these Acts had 

bearing only upoa the educetioa of whitee. Ho provlaioaB were 

aade aa yet for the eduoatioa of s lsvee or Free-People-of-Color. 

18 State Department of Muoation of Louisiana, Report 
of tho State Superintendent of Public Education for 1864. 
•Governor A.B. Roman's message to the Legislature of 1831", 
Hew Orleans, published by Authority, 1864, p. 5-6. 
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Although many of the Pree-People-of-Color were on aa 

eoonomleel, social, and cultural plane equivalent to or 

above that of the whites at the turn of the century, great 

political pressures and restrictions were plaoed upon them 

by tho enforcement of the provisions of the Block Cods and 

many loft the State.19 

A greet impetus was given to public education in 

1841 by tho paealag of an Aot authorizing the Municipalities 

of tho City of Hew Orleana to establish public schools 

therein. This Aot required eaoh municipality to establish 

one or more public schools for the gratuitous education of 

the children residing in its area. The respeotive Counolls 

wore directed to enact whatever lawa they deemed necessary 

for the organization and administration of these schools. 

Thoy were alao empowered to levy taxes in order to provide 

for their support. 

Under the terms of this Act, each municipality was 

granted an annual sum of two and five-eighths of a dollar 

from state funds for saeh taxable inhabitant, the same ae wae 

given to the other parishes, for the support of schools. Ho 

municipality, however, was to receive a sum greater than ten 

thousand dollars. A yearly report to the Secretary of State 

who served in the capacity of Superintendent of Public 

Iducation, was to bs submitted by the Counoil of each 

19 Martin, gpjj&a., p. 600-690. 
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muaielpallty. This report would include tho disposition of 

sohool funds sad any other pertinent information related to 

pablio education.20 

Thua mobile schoola were opened to a l l white ehildren 

la How Orleans. Tho city was divided into four mmnioipal 

dUatriota and eaoh one wue responsible for maintaining i t s 

respective system of schools. 

Tho drain upoa tho State Treasury was reaching enor­

mous proportions. In order to alleviate thoee condltlone to 

soma extent, the Legialature ia 1841 paaaed aa Act to re­

trench the expenses of tho State of Louiaiana and to reduce 

tho salariee aad emolumoata of cartala offlcere. Sections 

5, 6, aad 7 affected the State's educational allotment. 

Thoee regulations required that after the pariah 

judge hod oertifled to the governor that a aum not oxoeeding 

four hundred dollars nor loss than two hundred dollars had 

been raiaed for publio edueation in a pariah, tho governor 

would authoriao the treaaurer of tho Stete to pay double thie 

amount to that pariah, to aupplememt ita educational funds. 

Tho polloe jury was authorized in each pariah, except 

that of Orleana, to levy taxes for the oupport of public 

80 State of Louleiana, "Aot Ho. SO. An Acts To 
authorise the aunialpallttea of the city of Hew Orleans 
to establlah eehools therein", in Acts of the Legislature. 
First Session of the Flfteoath Legialature, 1841, p. 81. 
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aehoole within ita reepeotive pariah; aad the yeerly maximum 

aggregate sum granted to the munioipalltioa of the Parish of 

Orleana was reduced from tan, thousand dollars to seven thou­

sand fIvs huadred dollars and saeh municipality waa required 

to raiaa an aggregate yearly sum of three thoueand aeven 

hundred and fifty dollare for the support of its own aohools. 

A oertificato attesting to the faot that the required sua had 

bsen raised was to be signed by the Mayor of the City of 

Hew Orleans rather than the pariah judge.81 

By now Louisiana had enjoyed some experience with 

self-government as s sovereign state. Her administrators 

wers able to reeliao many revisions and additions needed la 

her first Constitution. 

Thoee leaders were cognizant of the feet thet educa­

tion of the massss was neoessary to continue the Republican 

form of government. It was also quits obvious that privets 

sohools alone oould not satisfy the educational neede of ell 

of the people but, at best, oould only serve ss a supplement 

to s State-supported system of public edueation. The result 

of their deliberations was the Constitution of 1845. Publie 

education was included as an integral part of thia 

81 State of Louisiana, "Act Bo. 155. An Act: To 
rstreneh the expenses of tho State of Louiaiana and to 
reduoe the salaries and emoluments of oertain offloera", in 
Acta of the Legislature. Seoond Session of tho Fifteenth 
Legialature, 1848, p. 446-450, 



BACKGROUND AHD BKOIHKIHOS 25 

Constitution sad writtsn under Title VII. Articles 133 

through 135 which are pertinent to this study are quoted 

below: 

Article 133. There shall be appointed a Super­
intendent of Public Education who shall hold his 
off!ce for two years. His dutiee shall bs prescribed 
by law. He shall receive such compensation as the 
Legislature may direct. 

Article 134. The Legislature shall establish frse 
Public Schools throughout the State, and shall pro­
vide means for their support by taxation on property 
or otherwise. 

Article 135. The proceeds of all lands hereto­
fore granted by the United States to this State for 
tho uss or support of schools, and of all lands whioh 
may hereafter be granted or bequeathed to the State, 
and not expressly granted or bequeathed for any other 

Surpose, which hereafter may be disposed of by ths tats, and the prooeeda of the eetates of deoeaeed 
persons to which the J3tate may become entitled by 
law, shall be held by the State as a loan, end shall 
bo and remain a perpetual fund, on which the State 
shall pay an annual interest of six per cent; whioh 
interest, together with all the rents of ths unsold 
lands, shall be appropriated to the support of such 
sohools, and this appropriation shall remain 
inviolable.88 

Although there ia ao mention of race in Article 134, 

it was undsrstood thst ths free publie sohools whioh were to 

be eetabllehed by the Legieleture were to be used for the 

eduoatioa of children of the white race only. Public eduoa­

tioa of Hegroes wss not considered. Thie complete disregerd 

for their edueation may be attributed to Seotlon 10 of the 

22 Louiaiana Constitutions. 1812-1898. "Constitution 
of the state of Louiaiana of 1845", no publication data, 
found in the Law Library of the Louisiana State Supreme 
Court in Hew Orleans, p. 61. 
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Black Code which etated in part thatt 

(...) slaves shall always be reputed and con­
sidered real estates, shall be, ae such, subjeot 
to be mortgaged, according to the rulea prescribed 
by law and they shall be seised end sold as real 
estate.88 

Consequently, no thought was given to the personality or 

Intellectual development of children of bondage. 

Tho Constitution of 1845 wae short lived, however. 

Both political partlea la the State were dissatisfied with 

many of ita provisions. It ooatalnsd so many restrictions 

ss to retard the normal economic development of the Stete. 

Amendmente to it wore proposed ao numerous ss to bewilder 

voters. Consequently en July 5, 1858, e Constitutional Con­

vention met la Batoa Rouge. The result of this convention 

wee ths adoption of the Constitution of 1852. Publie educa­

tion ia this Constitution was written under Title Till in 

Articles 185 through 187. U 

Art i d s 135 chsagsd the position of Superintendent 

of Publie Education from an appointive to an elective offloe 

yet tho General Assembly was gives the power to abolish it 

whenever thoy deemed it no longer necessary. 

83 Martin, On. O l t . , p. 618. 

84 Louisiana ftnuHUtlona, ljlg;;V3*8, "Constitution 
of tho State of Louisiana of 1888". OP. Clt .T p . 84. 
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Article 186 egela dlreoted the General Assembly to 

establish free public sohools throughout the State and to 

raise money for their support. It also dlreoted that the 

money so raised should be distributed to eaoh parish la 

proportion to the number of free white children between euch 

agee aa shall bs fixed by the General Assembly. 

Article 137 ordered the establishment of s perpetual 

aohool fund. 

Ia spite of the feet that one of the purposes of 

free public sohoollng wss to raise the eduoational level of 

the white maeeee and thereby ensure their system of Hegro 

slavery, eo vital to the southern plentation owner, auoh 

difficulty waa experienced in attempting to develop a 

functional system. 

Tho causes wars later Investigated by Superintendent 

MacHalr and transmitted to tho Legialature ia hie report 

for 1864. He questioned the integrity of southsrn Isndowners 

as to their deelre for a well operated system of publie 

edueatloa. 
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( . . . ) the details of our school system, which 
has been so beneficently end nobly conceived and 
planned, seem to heve been wrought out in s spirit 
manifesting a deep and laid purpose to compass i t s 
ruin, rather than forward ita useful sad patrlotio 
alma. 

But I feel essured thst man will be disposed to 
aak the very natural quaetion, 'can elavery be the 
eeuae of such wide-spread aad continued evile ia a 
community? Bvils that sap not only the very founda­
tions of oar repablloan institutions, but also of 
our social happineeet Can i t have been the nettled 
purpoee of tho alavoholding eristoeraey to balk ia 
thie way the cause of popular edueation? - a cause 
ao doer to every true-hearted patriot aad philan­
thropist? Oould thoy consent to provide family tutors 
for their own offspring, or send thorn to distant or 
expensive sohools and colleges, while aa for tho 
children of tho humble, honest, hard working classes 
their schooling waa provided for ss above reeorded!*85 

'As above reoorded* referred to preceding oootlona 

of the same report ia which he epoke of the negligenoe end 

leak of admlnietrative responsibility of tho off lei s i s 

entrusted with the teak of educational leadorahip la the 

Stete. 

Superintendent MaoHalr contended that thoee mal-

praotlcea wore not isolated eases bat were quite prevalent 

among tho pariah aohool direetora. He fe l t thet no astter 

what aohool legislation waa paaaed the children of the State 

would never be provided with adequate echoollag until these 

dlreotora eesumed the responsibility of their positions. 

85 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
f l i y V f lht ***** gUmfrhUMont of Public Bducet^on 186£, Hew Orleans, published by Authority, 1664, p. 17. 
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He eayas 

Thus it will be seen from the reports of my 
predecessors in office, as well as from ths informa­
tion obtained by myself, that the cause of public 
education in this State has been greatly mismanaged 
for years past. Judicious and sufficient lews have 
been made, and made liberally; and worthy, able 
gentlemen have endeavored to perfect the working of 
the system. But with all these appliances and 
offorts, we have seen that the children of the State 
have been very badly taught or aot taught at all. 

The frequent complaint of the parish treasurers, 
whoss duty It is to make their annuel reports to this 
office, of the dellaquenoies and mismanagement of 
these diatrict direetora, show a culpable negligence 
of their official duty on the part of many of these 
gentlemen. (...) The instances are too numerous, end 
the cases too nearly parallel, to allow us to believe 
they are accidental and without foundation.86 

Superintendent MaoHair elaborates further on these 

malpractices by saying: 

And what makss this malfeasance in office by the 
directors more unpardonable, is the fact that those 
who suffered by it were the children of the State, on 
whom it entailed to a greater or less sxtent a life­
long penalty-ignorance j and in addition thereto it 
may have resulted in sowing in their young minds ths 
osod of vieeS Can your honors rsfleet that drunken 
teachers, in many instances, have been placed in the 
State schools, whioh should be nurseries of virtue, 
piety and patriotism, without emotions of ths deepest 
Indignation? Tot by ths testimony of numerous wit­
nesses, suoh have been, in many districts, and for 
many months, if mot yearn, the teachers of ths 
State's children!87 

The dreams of this selfish autocracy wore eoon to 

come to a auddea end aa threata of ssossslon by ths southern 

86 State Department of Ittuoatlon of Louisiana, 
mmaJZJl* * P* 1&. 

87 Ibid.. p. 16. 
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statea and Impending war clouds caused State officials to 

think less of developing a system of public education and 

more about maintaining their southern way of life. On 

April 18, 1861, cannons roared as Fort Sumter, South 

Carolina, was attaoked, marking the beginning of the Far 

between the States. 

Prior to this, however, a constitutional provision 

for public education of white children with a plea for its 

administration and a method of financing it had been adopted. 

Beoauae of their raolal heritage and the servile olass with 

which they were identified, the educational needa of Hegro 

children went wanting. 

3. Civil tier Provides the Stimulus for Publie 
Education of Hegroes (1861-1865). 

Tho slowness ia establishing public eduoatioa for the 

masses and the reluctance to receiving an education on the 

part of tho population In general waa aoon to reeelve a trau­

ma tie awakeaing, one whioh ia still being felt la the State 

of Louiaiana and throughout the southland. 

The northern and southern atatss had for some time 

been involved In a heated dlaeuaaion over many eocial and 

economic faotore pertinent to their reepeotive aeetlona of 

the country. Foremoet among these were the questions of 

slavery, states' rights, and the right to aeeede from the 



BACKGROUND AHD BICINHIHGS 31 

Union. The country became involved in a oivil war whoa the 

southern states withdrew froa the Unite! States and set up 

the Confederate States of America. Louisiana's late of 

secession was January 26, 1861. On May 1, 1868, l'o* Orleans 

fsll to the powerful Union Forces under the command of General 

Butler. So antagonistic were the State officials to their 

northern conquerors that they absoonded taking with then the 

official public records of the State. In their anger they 

did not consider the difficulties and hardships whioh their 

fictions would impose upon those administrators who were 

obliged to remain and try to provide for their fellow citi­

zens. A report of this condition as it existed in ths office 

of the State Superintendent of Public Education is given by 

John MaeHalr in his report to the General Assembly in 1864: 

The existing State Government was organised on 
the 4th of March of the present year (1864). The 
late State officers, having embarked in the rebellion, 
by consenting to a declaration that their connection 
with the United States Government had oeaeed to exist, 
the consequence was that when the United Statea took 
possession of ths city of Hew Orleana and adjoining 
parishes la May, 1861, thoy all decamped, my predeces­
sor taking with him tho records of this office. Hence 
It has been with considarable difficulty thst I have 
boon able to find the necessary dats by which to ooa-
duet the ordinary bualneaa of the offioe, and from 
which to oaks my annual report to your honorable 
body; and this, with the feet that I have received no 
aohool reports from the parishes, must bo my sxcuss 
for tho meager details, and deficiency of statistics, 
contained in this paper.28 

28 State Department of Edueation of Louisiana, 
0a« Ciy • p. 3. 
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The already meager education in the rural parishes 

practioally oeme to a standstill during the war ac all 

efforts were oonfined to military objectives. In this same 

report Superintendent MaoHalr geve the reaulte of a survey 

which he had made of publie education in the rural parishes. 

Soon after I entered upon the duties of this 
office, I Issued s circular to various gentlemen 
Interested in the subject of education, living in the 
dlffarent parishes, in which I made several inquiries 
respecting the public school in their districts, one 
of which naked for the number of these kspt open in 
the pariah during the past year. The answers usually 
wars, that In most of ths districts the sohools had 
been closed since the war commenced. From the 
answers thus obtained, and from other Information re­
ceived from various sources, I have to report that 
the publie schools in the rural perlshea have 
generally been cloeed during the pant two or three 
yeera.89 

In the oity of Hew Orleana, however, the situation was 

quits different. Here the schools wore well administered 

end were becoming quite acceptable to the populace. Although 

the war had retarded their progress somewhat, Superintendent 

MaoHalr mads these favorable comments concerning them: 

In the oity of Hew Orleans, where our system of 
public sohools is well understood and wisely managed— 
where the teachers and professors are carefully chosen 
end liberally paid, and where ita working la under the 
oo net ant supervision of able and laborious officials, 
oar aehoole are deservedly popular. They are In great 
aad well earned favor with the people, and produce 
eduoetional results for which we may well feel a de­
gree of pride. They rank f9Ty well, compared with thoee 
of much more favored cities, where publie sohools ars, 
and long have been, among their most cherished 
Institutions.10 

89 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
©JL_Sei., P. •• 

30 Ibid., p. 16. 
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This development of the publio sohools in Hew 

Orleana was further enhanced by their reorganisation after 

the city fell under Federal control. Their general . anage-

ment was entrusted to a Bureau of Education who appointed a 

Board of Visitors for eaoh municipal diatriot and one 

superintendent for the whole oity. They also standardized 

regulations and textbooks used throughout the districts and 

adopted the vernacular of the country as the sols medium of 

instruction. In order to satisfy somewhat the French-

speaking people of the city, instruction In the French 

language wae added to the course of study in ths high 
31 schools. 

General Butler*a reign In Hew Orleans leated a 

l i t t l e more than seven months. After a very severe aad d i s -

taateful military occupation he was replaced by General 

Hathanlel P. Banks. Although ths Thirteenth Amendment to 

tho Baited States Constitution freed the Hegro from slavery, 

freedom alone did not efford him the necessities nor render 

him oapahle of providing for hie livelihood when le f t to his 

earn deviooa. Baalisiag tho plight of tho newly emancipated 

Hegro, General Banks on Marsh 28, 1864, Issued General 

Orders Ho. 38 making provisions for the education of 

11 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
• P i t . . "Report of tho Superintendent of Publio Sohools in 
o Oity of Horn Orleana", Appendix A, p. 85-26. 
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Freedmen thereby assisting them in adapting theasslvss to 

their newly acquired ststus. 

This order provided for a Board of Education ooa-

ai sting of three men whoae dutlea would be to eetabliah a 

aohool In each school diatriot aa defined by the Pariah 

Provoat Marahall; to acquire land for eohool eitee aad erect 

aohool baildlaga where no eohool buildings were available; 

to employ tosohers, giving preference to loyal iahabltanta 

of tho 8tate; to purchase end provide the aeoessary books 

aad equipment; sad to regulate the eohool hours and curri­

culum. Thoy were alao given the authority to assess aad 

levy a school tax upon real aad personal property. In the 

performance of all ita dutlea tho Board was sdvlssd to 

cooperate, ss far aa practicable, with the State Superin­

tendent of Publio Rducation.32 

Heroin la found the beginning of public education 

for Hegroee. It originated with a military order and ite 

administration waa martially controlled. The eyatem was s 

aogregetod oae duo to the fact that General Banka waa only 

iatorestsd la providiag odueatioael advantages to the newly 

emancipated Hegro so as to render him oepsbls of assuming 

ths responaibillties incumbent in his newly sequirod ststus. 

38 Stats Department of Education of Louisiana 
0». Pit.. "General Orders Ho. 38", Appeadix c, p. 37-J 



BAOSOROUHD AMD BEOIHHIHGS 35 

So that tho State of Louiaiana might be restored to 

its former piece in the Union it was necessary to rewrite s 

State Constitution in keeping with that of the United States. 

Oa Wednesday, April 6, 1864, a COBStitutioaal Convsntlon was 

oalled for that purpose. 

One of the more pertinent discussions was Article 

141 which provided that the Legieleture levy a special tax 

oa tho property of all white persons owning property in the 

State, for tho purpose of public sohools for the education 

of white ehildren, end money ao arising should not bo 

otherwise expropriated; and alao that the Legislature should 

levy s special tax oa colored persons in the State and their 

property for tho purpose of publio eohools for the education 

of colored ehildren, and money so arising should not be 

otherwise appropriated. It can be plainly aeon that this 

Article would help education for tho Hegro y9Tf little since 

tho omanioipatod Hegro was now completely responsible far 

earning hie own livelihood and consequently could do very 

little towards providiag for his own edueation. As written, 

this Article would only provide a legal means for further 

segregation and sub-standard sohoollng for Hegroes. 

Anticipating these results, a rider was plsoed on 

the Article requiring that tho Legialature provide for the 

education of all ohildron in the State between the agee of 

six and eighteen years, by the maintenance of free public 
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sohoolo, by taxatloa or otherwise. During the course of 

debates, the Article loot but the rider was accepted.3 9 

Tho Constitution drawn up as s result of th i s eon-

root ion wae adopted July 88, 1664. Ita moat important 

fee tares ss far s s the Hegro waa concerned are included in 

Tit le I , emancipation, Articles 1 and 8. 

Article 1. Slavery and Involuntary servitude, 
except ae a punishment for crime, whereof the party 
shal l have been duly convicted, are hereby abolished 
and prohibited throughout the State. 

Article 8. The Legialature shall maks no law 
reeogaiziag the right of property In man.34 

Thoee Articles freed the slavee end nul l i f ied the 

provisions of ths Black Code which considered the Hegro 

elaves as real es tate . Thoy also cleared the way for many 

rights and privileges of which the Hegro had been deprived. 

Tit le XI of this Constitution dealt with publie 

edueation. Provisions for a Superintendent of Public Educa­

tion were again made and ineludsd in Article , 140; Article 141 

charged the Legialature to provide for the eduoatioa of 

a l l children of the State , between the egea of s ix and 

eighteen yeare, by maintenance of free publio eohools by 

taxatloa or otherwiss; Article 142 mads Bagliah the o f f i c ia l 

33 State of Louisiana, Debates in the st^to Constitu­
tional Convention for tho Revision and Amendoent of the Con­
st i tut ion of thoStato of Louisiana. Hew Orleane. published 

34 Louisiana Constitutions. 1612-1698, "Constitution 
of ths Stats of Louiaiana for 1864". OP. Git . , p. 89. 
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language of the common schools; Article 143 provided for s 

State university to be established in the oity of New 

Orleana; Articles 144 aad 145 both deelt with a perpetual 

school fund; and Article 146 prohibited the support of any 

private school with public funds end encouraged the estab­

lishment of publio sohools throughout the State.35 

In Article 141 is realized the beginning of publie 

education for Hegroes by tho State of Louisiana in that the 

Legieleture le charged to provide for the education of all 

ehildren of tho State and not just for the education of 

ehildren of the white raoe. 

It might be argued by some that in issuing General 

Orders Ho. 38, General Banks fostered aeparate edueation for 

white and Hegro children. One must remember, however, that 

this Order was issued Maroh 28, 1864, at auoh time when no 

provision for the publio edueation of Hegroes existed. It 

was not until four months lster that the Conetltutlon of 

1864 waa adopted In whioh the Stete mads provisions for 

ths education of all of her children. General Banks demon­

strated great foresight, however, im the sseond part of his 

Order by requiring that the right end title to the schools 

35 Louisiana Constitutions. 1812-1898. "Constitution 
of the State of Louisiana for 1864". OP. Clt.. p. 108 
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establlshsd would be lster transferred to the Superintendent 
ss 

of Publie Instructions or other competent State authority. 

In hie report to John MaoHalr, State Superintendent 

of Publio Education, B. Rush Plumbly, Chairmsa of the Board 

of Education for Freedaen, affords some idee of ths rapid 

progress made ia establishing ths sohools for Hegroee end 

the capabilities and hunger for knowledge exhibited by the 

Hegro ehildren when afforded an opportunity for learning. 

During the flret eix months that the schools were 

in operation they Increased from eight in the oity of Hew 

Orleana to a total of eeventy-eight ia Hew Orleana and the 

adjacent parlabee. Thoy were conducted by one hundred and 

twenty-five teachers end served over eight thousand pupils. 

They had aa average attendance of olx thoueand five hundred 

pupllo. Mr. Plumbly felt that theae aehoole were available 

to about half of the Hegro ohlldrea in Louisiana. With the 

high degree of success end aoeeptaaee that they were enjoy­

ing, he anticipated meeting the needs of all of the Hegro 

children in Louisiana within, a year from the date that 

General Ordera Ho. 38 wae leaned. In addition to the schools 

for tho children, evening sohools wsre la the process of 

being organised for the adult plantation workers.37 

86 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
On. Pit.. "General Orders Ho. 38 - Section 2", Appendix C, p.37. 

3 7 !&*!•. "Report of the Board of Bduoatlorn for 
Freedmen", Appendix C, p. 33-36. 
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Although resentment to educating the Kegro children 

prevailed, ths sohools were not wanting for qualified tea­

chers. There were several hundred white applicants beyond 

the needs of the Board. As teachers in Hegro schools these 

educators, among whom were many women, exhibited the utmost 

seal aad courage in their occupation. They endured many 

hardahlpa and wars frequently subjected to acts of violence 

perpetrated by their fellow citizens. Their plight waa des­

cribed by Plumbly as follows: 

Driven out, ooeasionaly, by rebel raids, aad 
their sohools scattered, they return with the flag, 
at tho first moment, colleot their scholars and go 
on with renewed energy. 

Frequently unable to obtain boarding for them-
eelvea, as teachers of Hegroes, thoy managed to 
remain aad live, through no little privation and 
annoyance, until they succeeded in overcoming the 
opposition aad were reoelved by their opposcrs.38 

Probably tho most gratifying aspect of the whole 

odaeational program was in ths nature of the pupils who were 

taught. In reporting on them Plumbly wrots: 

The ehildren are docile and Industrious. They 
evlnee a quickness of apprehension and a general 
capacity for acquiring knowledge that is surprising. 
Perhaps tho most marked characteristic of the pupils 
is their quick and grateful appreciation of the 
efforts made for their instruction. They manifest 
their gratitude and their affection for their 
teaohers la many ways and on all occasions. 

In cleanliness and general peraonal habits, they 
will compare favorably with children reared under far 
better auaplcea.lt 

38 State Department of Educetion of Louisiana, Qp.Clt.. 
"Report of the Board of Iduoation for Freedmen", A^peniix C., 
p. 85-36. 

19 Ibid;., p. 35-36. 

http://auaplcea.lt
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Public education became available to the Hegro 

children of tho State and from all indications they aade 

themselves worthy of tho opportunity afforded them. 

4. Summary. 

The early development of Louisiana's ays tea of edu­

oatioa wae within a cultural pattern predominately Preneh. 

I t wes alao iaflueaced by e caate eyetem beeed upon race and 

ooonomloB. Although the white race predominstsd, social 

otratlflcation aocording to the wealth of the people pre­

vailed within thia group. 

The Pree-People-ef-Color, a olaas composed primarily 

of persons of mixed white and Hegro blood, were tolerated 

either because the white race fait responsible for their 

exloteneo or in many eaaea their wealth equalled or exceeded 

that of many membere of the white reoe. The Hegro reoe 

oeoapiod the lowest level of the socle. I t must bs remem­

bered that the Hegro wae forcefully brought to Louisiana as 

s slave. He owned nothing. Hie value wae judged only in 

terms of his usefulness to his master. 

During ths Territorial Period no thought wae given to 

odaoatioa of Hegroee. The major objectives for educating the 

masses at thia time wore self-government and statshood. As a 

alavo tho Hegro was not el igible for aelf-governmost. State­

hood depended upon the number of free persons in ths 

Territory. 
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After Louisiana was admitted into the Union several 

Legislative seta were passed with the objeotive of developing 

aa adequate system of publie education. School direetors 

ofton miananased publie funds and provided Incompetent 

teachers for their own children so as to attain thsir selfieh 

cade. The provisions of the Black Code were eoforcod aa a 

aeaae of anauriag tho slavery aystsm and maintaining tho 

little aristocracy existing among the wealthy planters. Ths 

aotlvltiea of the Free-People-of-Color were limited to pre­

vent their group from becoming too influential. 

la 1848 a Constitution wss writtsn which contained 

provisions for public education. Although not stated, it 

wee understood that thoy pertained only to children of the 

white reoe. Another Constitution was adopted in 1858 whioh 

embodied aubetantlally the same provisions. 

Tho declaration of war between the Statee and the 

freedom of the slaves precipitated initial efforte at public 

edueetloa for the Hegro in Louisiana. General Banks, the 

Federal officer plaood ia oommand of Louisiana after it fsll 

to tho Union forces, issued General Orders Ho. 38 establish­

ing sohools throughout the State for the newly emancipated 

Hegro. 

In order to be re-admitted to the Union, in 1864 

Louisiana adopted another Constitution in keeping with that 

of tho United Statea. It freed the slsvee, nullified the 
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provisions of the Black Code end included public education 

for all children in the State. One aees then that publio 

education of the Hegro in Louiaiana began aa e reault of a 

Federal order and afterwards tho State aocopted its respon­

sibility by including It in ths Constitution and providing a 

msthod for financing it. Today, one hundred years lster, 

because of racial segregation Federal laterveatlon ia atill 

necessary aad s parallel can be drawn between then aad aow 

aa to tho retardation In the development of publie education 

for Hegroee in Louiaiana caused by racial segregation. 

Ageinet such a background did publio educetion for 

Hegroes ia Louielana begin. 

Tho false sense of educational eeourity which the 

aext eleven yeara, commonly referred to as ths Reconstruction 

Period, engendered in Hegroes and tho resulting antagonism 

orested among some members of tho white race, will be 

considered in ths following chapter. 



CHAPTER II 

EDUCATION DURING RECONSTRUCTION (1866-1877) 

The War between the States ended with a complete 

defeat of tho Confederate States. President Lincoln did not 

consider them as having Left the Union and with thsir 

assurance of continued allegiance he would have restored 

thorn to their former status. Just five days after General 

Lee's surrender, however, Lincoln was assassinated by a 

half-insane actor, John Wilkes Booth. 

Andrew Johnson suooeeded Lincoln to the presidency. 

His ldess for dealing with ths South paralleled those of 

Lincoln. There was a radical element developing in Congreaa, 

however, who thought that the South should be punished for 

its deeds. They disregarded the wishes of the President, 

and with ths support of Federal troops assumed control of 

the government of the southern states. They were aided in 

their cause by many adventurers from the north who were quick 

to ssizs ths opportunity for making money by exploiting the 

southerners. Ignorant Kegroea who had just been granted the 

privilege to vote fell into the schemes of the oarpet-

baggera, as these northern opportunists wsre called. 

Many soonomio, social, and oultural avenues were 

opeaed to Kegroea at this tlms. It is questionable how 

auoh tho Hegro benefited due to the following reasons: 
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(1) the Hegro, through yeara of slavery and privation, wae 

not In ell inatanoea able to take advantage of the oppor­

tunities afforded him} (2) some aouthem whitee, knowing 

that thoy wore being punished, waited patiently for the day 

whom thoy would be able to voat their wrath against their 

adversaries, and the Hegro would beer the brunt of this; 

(3) ths ahaages which occurred were quite radical sad did 

not have time to become assimilated into the culture of the 

people. 

In this chapter the alow initial development of 

publio education for Hegroes, caused in part by the complete 

disregard for the Constitution of 1864 by Superintendent 

Lusher, will be traced. Tho social end educational changes, 

due to the adoption of the Coaatltotion of 1868 aad a ohenge 

la the superintcadency, will be studied. The resulting 

raolal antagonism caused by these changes and the effect of 

their manifestation on oduoetion for Hegroes through acta of 

violence aad tho misuse of the Peabody Fund will be consi­

dered. These will bo followed by a aummary of the chapter. 

1. Education for Kegroea Develops Slowly. 

The influences of the Reconstruction Period affected 

the publie education of Hegroes in Louie!ana. Although 

the Constitution of 1664 charged the Legislature to provide 

for tho education ef all ehildren of tho State between the 

agee of six and eighteen, very little thought was given by 
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State officials to tho edueation of the Hegro. Thie dis­

interest wss oaoouragod to a greet extent by the attitude of 

the State Superintendent of Publie Bduoation, the Honorable 

Robert M. Lusher, who was quite verbal in the expreaalon of 

his pro jadieoa. Ia hia Oiroular Mo. 3 of Juno 8, 1866, whioh 

was seat to the assessors of the parishes of Louiaiana, part 

of which la quoted below, one aeee that Mr. Lusher is inter­

ested in the education of white ohildron only, in order to 

maintain the supremacy of the Caueaaion race. 

Sir - Aa you doubtless conour in ths opinion that 
it lo lndispenelble to the future honor aad proaperlty 
of Louiaiana, and to the eupremaoy of the Caueaaion 
reoe la her couneilo, that the benefits of liberal 
education should be extended to every white child 
within hor limits, yoa ore requested to ascertain, ae 
accurately aa possible, (while assessing the property 
in your pariah) tho number of eduoable ehildren, 
between alx aad eighteen yeara of age, who have not 
attended any private aohool alaoo January last, end for 
whose eduoation you deem it neeessary that ths State 
or the parleh. should provide by tho establishment of 
froo schools.1 

Again on July 8, In his Circular Ho. 4 he requests 

the Pariah Shariffa to exert an Inoreaeed effort in collect­

ing the aohool taxea ao that a sufficient number of eohools 

may be provided for tho white ohildron. 

1 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
??port-tf t hf attU t a p i r l n U a ^ e n t of Paulo Education for 
1866, "Oiroular Ho. 3: To the Respective Assessors of the 
Parishes of Louisiana", Hew Orleans, 1867, Appendix, p. 15. 
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In view of the importance of the educational 
oauao la our State, aad of the largo number of whits 
ohildron now awaltlag the re-opening of Schoola in 
every town, village and hamlet, and at every cross­
road within her limits, ths undersigned takes the 
liberty of requesting you, while collecting the taxss 
for 1868, to solicit aad urge payments, also of tho 
mill aad poll taxes duo on account of previous yeara. 
Tola request la made for tho reason that ths School 
taxes for 1865, will aot properly suffice to sustain 
more than one or two village sohools la eaoh pariah, 
aad auoh schools only In case that ths Police Jury 
shall have so re-distributed the pariah as to eivo 
them the benefit of the entire pariah fund; aad 
nance in many neighborhoods, if not in the entire 

?arlah, ths whole system of free sohools will have een suspended, and a large number of white ehildren 
loft to plno in hopoloaa ignorance.8 

Ia thia same circular, Mr. Lusher criticised the 

Stete government end again gave as an Incentive for the pay-

meat of taxea the maintenance of white eupremaoy. 

How when tho integrity of the State ia imperiled 
by fnotion, and the dignity of her citizens is ob-
msured by vindicative legislation, thoy will, with 
ons acclaim, vindicate the honor and supremacy of ths 
Cauoasioa race; and to thia end will cheerfully make 
feuoh contributions to ths educational fund as will 
enable your parochial authorities and local dlreotera 
to train and improve every white child in the perish.9 

Ia his addreas to the president and members of the 

Police Juries of the parishes of Louisiana on July 30, Mr. 

Laaher still IUustratsd his complete disrsgsrd for ths pro­

visions of ths Stats Constitution whioh guaranteed education 

8 State Department of Education of Louiaiana, Op.Pit.. 
"Oiroular Ho. 4: To the Respective Sheriffe of the Pariahoa 
of Louiaiana", Appendix, p. 15-16. 

3 Ibid. 
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for all ehildren, by charging them with the need to educate 

ovory white youth. 

It ia hardly accessary, gentlemen, to say to you, 
that a liberal education la Indispensable to every 
white youth in oar State. (...) It meat also be 
obvious that Immediate and energetic action, towards 
that end, la, at this period of her history, of vital 
importance to the dignity of our race end generation, 
aad to the honor of our Stats as an enlightened 
commonwealth.4 

The Hegro was not completely without free educational 

facilities, however. The work lnltinted by Generel Banka 

through his General Orders Ho. 38 hod been expanded by aa 

Act of Congress creating ths Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen sad 

Abandoned Lands. Schools for Hegroee in Louiaiana became a 

reeponelbllity of the educational department of the Bureau. 

Prior to September 1, 1867, State or local authori­

ties bad made no provlelone for educating children of the 

Freedmen. The City of Jefferson waa first to accept thie 

responsibility by establishing one school end taking charge 

of two othere formerly conducted by the Bureau for Refugees, 

Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, and employing a total of seven 

teachers. 

Ths city ef Hew Orleana followed Jefferson's leed by 

graatlag to ita Board of Sohool Directors the power to 

estsblish public schools for the education of oolorod children. 

4 Stete Depsrtmsnt of Kducation of Louisiana. OP. Cit.. 
"Address: To the president and members of ths Police Juries 
ef the Parishes of Louiaiana", Appendix, p. 20. 
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It waa also given ths authority to hire teachers and to per­

form whatever administrative functions that were necessary. 

The Beard was granted seventy thousand dollars over and 

above its annual appropriation for the support and malnten-

enoe of these pehools for colored ohildron. 

Since there existed no further need for the operation 

ef schools for colorsd children in the oity of Kcw Orleans 

by the Freedmen Bureau, Articles of Agreement were signed by 

the city Board of School Directors and First Lieutenant 

J.M. Lee, Acting General Superintendent of Education, Bureau 

of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands transferring the 

charge of all of the sohools for colored ohildron in the oity 

to the Board. This action greatly facilitated the task 

which the Board had assumed. 

From this acceptance of its responsibilities by the 

city of Hew Orleans, education of the Hegro in this metropolis 

waa placed on a firm foundation and in spite of future sst-

baoko has continued to progress until ths present day. As 

this city expanded the city of Jefferson was absorbed within 

its boundaries and the educational facilitise of ths two 

combined. The aots of civil disobedience and the fiasneial 

hardehips which the oity was later to experience in no 

manner tended to eliminate education for Negroes. The 

incidents of raolal violence which were to occur were 

directed at the conditions under which Hegroes would be 
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educated and, If these acts lied any efftot whataoaver, they 

only served to Implant more firmly in the minds of the 

citizens the responsibility of the civi l government towards 

the education of i t s Hegro populace. I t i s to soma degree 

thie sense of responsibility which prompted ths City Fathers 

to maintain eohools for Hegroes In later years whan the 

economical status of the State was at an a l l tims low. 

This picture wae not representative of the State as 

a whole, however. I t was estimated th&t tho total number of 

schools for colored children ia the State at the end of the 

year 1867 had a ospacity of about five thousand pupils, 

leaving a balance of eighty-five thousand oolorod children 

uaoared for except by the Bureau. 

8. All Educational Facil it ies Opened to "cgroee. 

Under the Reconstruction Government, in 1868, another 

State Constitution w«s written. I t can be seen in Title It 

Bill of Rights, part of which is quoted below, that the 

Hegro wae granted many more privileges in this Constitution 

than in the Constitution of 1864. 
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Title It Bill of Rights 
Article I. All man are created free end equal, 

and have certain Inalienable rights; among them are 
life, liberty aad the pursuit ef happiness. To 
oeeure these rights, governments are instituted 
among mom, deriving their just powers from the con-
seat of the governed. 

Article 8. A H persons, without regard to race, 
oolor or previous condition, born or naturalised in 
the United Statea, and aubjoot to tho jurisdiction 
thereof, aad residents of ths Stats for oas year, 
are eltiseas of this State. The oitiaene of thia 
State owe allegiance to the United States; and thia 
allegiance ia paramount to that whioh they owe to the 
State. Thoy shall enjoy the same civil, political, 
and public rights aad privileges, sad bo subject to 
the same pains and penalties. 

Article 8. There shall bs neither elavery or 
Involuntary aervltude in this State, otherwise than 
for tho punishment of orlme, whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted.6 

Article 1, besides granting the Hegro freedom from 

elavery, recognized his equality to all men and guaranteed 

hia inalienable peraonal rights. In Artlole 2 his oltlsoa-

shlp statue is clearly defined. Here are outlined his civil 

and political righta and responsibilities. Although ths 

Negro had been freed for several yeara he is only now being 

integrated into the affairs of the State. Article 3 is sub­

stantially ths sums as Article 1 of the Constitution of 1S64. 

Title 711 of thie Constitution dealt with publio 

eduoatioa. Most outstanding among its provisions and ths 

ones whioh caused the greatest amount of controversy were 

6 Louisiana, Constitutions, 1812-1898, -Constitution 
of the State of Louiaiana of 1868", no publication data, 
found in the Law Library of the Louisiana Ftete Supreme 
Court in Hew Orleana, p. 113. 
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Artiolee 138 and 136. 

Article 135. The General Assembly shall establish 
at lsaat ons free publio eohool In eeoh parish through­
out tho State and shall provide for its support by 
taxation or otherwise. All children of thie State, 
between the ages of six (6) end twenty-one (21), shall 
be admitted to the publio sshools or other Institutions 
of learning sustained or established by the State, la 
common, without distinction of race, color, or pre­
vious condition. There shall bs no separate aehoole 
or institutions of learning, established exclusively 
for say race by tho State of Louisiana. 

Article 136. Ho municipal corporation shall make 
say rulea or regulations contrary to the spirit or -
intention of article one hundred and thirty-flve(133).T 

One aeea from Article 130 that the maximum age for 

eohool attendance was changed from eighteen yesrs es la ths 

Constitution of 1864 to twenty-one years by this Constitution. 

Greatest concern to everyone, however, wae the fact that the 

Legislature was not only now changed to provide sohools far 

ell children, both white and colored, between the ages of 

six and twsnty-one but there was to be no separation in 

sohools on the basis of race or previous oonditlon. 

A State Superintendent of Publie Education waa still 

provided for in Article 137; Article 138 mads ths English 

language the official language for the general use la the 

publio eohools; Article 139 had reference to the School 

Fund; Article 140 waa signlfleaat in ths fact that It pro­

hibited tho use of public funds for the support of any 

.„ 7 Louisiana Constitutions. 1612-1898. OP. Clt.. 
p. 134. 
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privoto aohool or private laetitutioa of learning whatsoever; 

and Article 141 required that one half of the funds derived 

from tho pell tax would be appropriated exclusively to the 

support of the free publio sohools throughout the State end 

the University of Hew Orleans.8 

In his roport for 1867-68 to the State Legialature 

Superintendent Conway praised ths fact that the State 

Constitution had now recognised the brotherhood of e l l human 

beings regardleas of race aad had cleared the way for the 

education of approximately ninety thousand Hsgro ehildren who 

had hithertoforo been denied thia privilege. But he warned 

the Legieleture thet tho job had not yet been eomploted. 

The duty remained with them to dear the law of e l l obstruc­

tions, "allowing education to extend far and wide over our 

State, to rieh end poor, black and white".9 

Publio education of Hegroes in Louisiana wss to 

experience greater progrees under Superintendent Conway then 

under hia predeoeeeor Superintendent Lusher. Thie can be 

attributed to the attitude of Superintendent Conway In 

accepting the responsibility delegated to him. In the 

8 Louisiana Constitutions, 1812-1898, OP. Clt. 

9 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
leoort of the State auaerlatendant of Publio Fdncatloa for 
maT^*£LI-
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following excerpt from hia report to the General Assembly 

from tho year 1869, hia pealtion la mads quite clear: 

(...) Our sohools, if thoy oxiat at all under 
tho constitution, oust bs open, impartially, to 
all citizens of tho State for tho education of their 
children. The officers appointed under the law, aad 
who hold power alone by virtue thereof, have no 
choice ia the matter; the law must be administered 
aa it axleto, aad refusal to do so is made a mis-
demeanor, punishable by fine aad imprisonment.10 

Ho realised that although legislation might be pesssd 

immediately the removal ef prejudices would take more tins 

but he alao stated that: 

The reaeon and conscience of men, will ultimately 

frevali over every prejudice which finds no eupport a tho Intelligence of the race, and sooner or later, 
oharaotor, and not cleaa, creed or color, will be 
the criterion by whioh poaitlon shall be determined.3-! 

Superintendent Conway felt thet the aubjeot of mixed 

eohools wss ons whioh needed no disoussion since in a Republi­

can State there ia a© question as to the equality of tho 

dtiseno. Whether mixed or separated the important objs stive 

wss to make edueation available to all the ehildren of the 

State. 

10 Stete Department of Sdueatioa of ̂ oulslans, 
?3?grt *f J"? St*t# lypyrinUhaeat of Publio Education for 
*£6£, Hew Orleana, published by Authority, 1670, p. 11-13. 

11 Ibid. 
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The r ight of the ch i ld to admission in to say 
aohool of tho d i s t r i c t In whioh he r e s i d e e , aad t o 
whioh ho ia by law e n t i t l e d , la one that must be 
enforced. The p o s i t i o n I have taken, on whioh I 
s h a l l continue to aot l a administering the law, i a , 
that no publ ic eohools must be e s tab l i shed from 
which any children are excluded by reason of c o l o r . 1 2 

Tho courage aad far-alghtedneea of Superintendent 

Conway could rare ly be equalled by hia contemporaries. He 

envisioned a f irst-c lass system of public education in the 

State, a eyetem whioh would dloorlmlnate against no one who 

poaoooaod en ardent desire and intellectual capacity neces­

sary to pertake of ita benefits. He did aot hesitate in ex­

pressing his concurrence with the edicts of the constitution 

relative to publio eduoatioa and hia intention aa State 

Superintendent to guarantee their enforcement. His oonvle-

tion aa to tho righteousness of the Constitution was not 

shared by many of hie aaeoolatea, however. Hie efforts in 

dsvslopiag the State*a system of publie education wore con­

tinually thwarted by thoee who would prefer eliminating 

public edueation for everyone rather than have Hegroee attend 

eohools with whitee. There were those iadlviduala who en­

couraged the development of private aehoole for white children 

into which State lew oould aot force the admisaioa of Hegroes. 

11 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
Report of the State Superintendent of Public Education tor 
Ljgj, 0pf 6 l t . , p.11-15. 
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Foremost among thess was Mr. Lusher who had now be­

come Stete agent for the Poabody Fund and who, as shall bs 

ssea later, waa using tho monies bequeathed by this groat 

philanthropist to hinder the development of the State'a edu­

cational system. Also, tho increase ia ths number of edu-

oablea by raiaiag the maximum ags to twenty-one years end the 

inclusion of Hegroes plaoel an enormous financial burden upoa 

the already deprived aohool budget. Superintendent Conway 

apprlaed Governor Warmoth of thess conditions in a letter, 

part of whioh followai 

It la impossible to sustain schools, as ths 
people cannot bo induced to tax themselves for their 
support, end the precent available school fund is 
Insufficient to sustain schools hardly a siagle 
month. 

Aoeordlng to the enumeration of 1865-6, there 
were la the State 103,771 white youths, between the 
ages of elx aad eighteen years, which admitted s 
rate per child of about #1.60 from tho state appor­
tionment. By the constitution of 1868, the number 
of children waa increaaed by extending the limit of 
echolarship to twenty-oae yesrs, lnstsed of eighteen 
aa formerly aad including the colored population, 
till now tho least estimate gives an odaoable popula­
tion of 866,841, greater, by one-fifth, than twice 
the number included la said enumeretlon.il 

Publio eduoatioa ia many of the pariehee would aot 

have oentinued were it not for the valuable aasistance 

11 State Department of Iduoation of Louisiana, 
Report of the State Superintendent of Public Iduoation for 
1869. "Hkoomt from Letter to Governor H.C. Warmoth". 
OP. Clt.. Appendix 0, p. 86. 

http://enumeretlon.il
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afforded by some indivlduala and private groupa which placed 

a high premium upoa eduoatioa. 

The newly emanoipatsd sduoablee were not lacking la 

their regard for the value of education nor were they hesi­

tant in assuming its obligations to their limited ability. 

The secretary of ths School Board of Plaequemlne Pariah ia 

hia report to the State Saperintendent attestsd to thia feet 

by aaylag that: 

Ws had great difficulty ia renting even the 
poorest plaoes for our school rooms, end, in fact, 
nearly 9^9TPJ plaoe obtained baa boea doaated by our 
colored friends from their scanty accommodations.!^ 

8.8. Stoddard, Superintendent of rablle Education for 

the Secoad Divleion, was auoh nor* apeclfle la his remarks: 

Twenty-three (23) of the teachers in the publio 
sohools srs colored, and of the pupils one thousand 
five hundred and ten are white, and four thoussnd six 
hundred aad ninety are oolored. All of the pupils in 
the private sohools are white, giving a proportion of 
white aad colored receiving the beaeflte of edueatioa of 
three thousand and forty-three of the former to four 
thousand six hundred aad ninety of the latter; thus it 
will appear that a larger per sent of the colored popu­
lation are receiving the advantages of education than 
of the white population. 

This demonstrates what will bs found asserted else­
where im thie report, that a greater degree of appre­
ciation of educational advaatagea is manifested by ths 
oolored people than by the whites.!3 

14 State Department of Sdueatioa of Louisiana, Report 
of the State Superintendent of Public Education for 18717 
"Bxtraot from the Report of tho Secretary of the School Board 
of Plaequemiae Parish", 1878, On. Clt.. p. 60. 

15 Ibid., "Bxeerpt from ths Report of E.S. Stoddard 
Superintendent of Publio Iduoation for the Second Divleion, to 
State Superintendent Conway", p. 115. 
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Stoddard also maintained that the colored people con­

tinued to keep a ^igh interest in acquiring free publio 

edueation and had not, aa many had predicted, ceased to give 

adequate attention to their needs once the 'novelty' had 
16 

worn off. 

It was quite neeeesary for the oolored people to 

maintain an active interest in education. The changed etatus 

which they had recently acquired did not guarantee them a 

livelihood as was ths ease ia their former dependent classifi­

cation. Aa sdueatioa was a basic need if they were to live 

and work as free men. It was no wonder that many Negro 

pareate placed aero emphasis on educating their children 

than did white pareate. 

Saperintendent Stoddard compared the relative 

intereat la education manifested by white and oolored children. 

The colored ehildren, as a rule, are advancing 
rapidly, much more so than the white. (I refer to the 
rural districts.) There is a reason for this howsver. 
As a dees their appreciation of education is undeniably 
greater than that of the whites, as proven by the facts 
In the cass. They are more regular in attendance, will 
go farther sad Beorifice more to attend eohool than will 
the white. Many oolored children in my Division have 
bssa in oonatant attendance, traveling to do so s dis­
tance from four to six miles, while ths whites will 
grumble if the school is placed a half mile from their 
door.17 

16 State Deportment of Education of Louisiana, Op. 
Pit.. "Bxoerpt from ths Rsport of l.S. Stodderd, Superintend­
ent of Publie Kducation for the Second Division, to State 
Superintendent Conway% p. 120. 

** Ibid., p. 181. 
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This seems to indicate that the Hegro realized that 

although ho hed been emancipated from the shackles of slavery, 

l a order to ful ly accept his responsibi l i t ies as a c i t i zen , 

en inte l lectual emancipation was neoessary to free him from 

tho shackles of ignorance. He also realised that thia 

aoooad emancipation would never be accomplished unless he 

played a leading role in i t . 

Saperintendent Conway gave a resume'of ths exoellent 

aaalataaoo given tho Hegro by ths educational department of 

tho Freedmen'e Bureau under the management of Colonel B.H. 

Mason. Thia agency provided eohools for the newly emanci­

pated Hegro. Whore sohoolhoases could not be obtained, they 

wore ooaatruoted usiag the resources of the Bureau aad were 

subsequently sustained, in whole or in part, by the oolored 

people themselves.1 8 

I t wae recommended by General Howard that the educa­

tional department of the Bureau be consolidated with tho 

edueetionsl department of the general government. This would 

f a c i l i t a t e a greater unity of purpose between the two educa­

tional agonciea operating within the State, i . e . , the Bureau 

and the State Department of Sdueatioa, aad would lead to the 

18 State Department ef Yducation of Louisiana, 
1869>rt0o'f 01* S t < t % # J t l | | r l n U a < l e n t °* y t t b U c Mtteatton for 
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gradual assumption of mil work in publie education within 

tho State by the State itself.19 

Ths gradual development of publio educational facil­

ities within ths State lessened the need for such an organi­

sation aa the Freedmen'a Bureau. The recommendations mads by 

General Howard were followed and ell aohool property held 

by tho Bureau was transferred to the proper State authorltiea. 

In negotiating this transfer Colonel K.tf. Mason, on May 9, 

1870, sent the following communication to the Honorable 

Thomas w. Coaway, State luporintendent of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir—I have the honor to trensmit herewith a 
list of buildings In the State, built or repaired by 
tho Bureeu Rsfugsee, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, 
and authorize you to use the same for schools, pro­
vided no distinction is made In regard to race, oolor 
or previous condition. Thore are memy other buildings 
upon plsntstlons, that have been repaired by the Bureau, 
that, I presume, oould be obtained free of rent for 
school purposes. In regard to Union Normal School 
and Straight Univereity, I presume that the trustees 
of thoee Institutions would be glad to cooperate with 
you. There is a large aaount of furniture, black­
boards, etc., scattered through the rtate that I would 
be glad to have Division Superintendents mske use of. 
I shall be happy at all times to eld you in the noble 
work that you have so auspiciously commenced.80 

Thus ths work of the educational department of the 

Freedmen'e Bureau la Louisiana came to sn snd. Ths State had 

19 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
Report of the State Superintendent of Public Bdu cation for 
1869. OP. Clt.. p. £Z. 

80 « , Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Sducatlon for 1870. 1S71. OP. Clt.. p. 45. 
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aooopted tho responsibility for eduesting all of her citizens 

aad it waa no longer necessary for an outside egency to do 

thie for her. 

A study of tho effects of racial segregation upon the 

development of publie edueation for Hegroes in Louisiana 

would not bo complete if tho positive results asoompllehed 

by tho Freedmen*s Bureau wore not mentioned. It provided the 

firot teaglble facilities for tho gratuitous eduoatioa of 

tho newly omaaeipatod Hegro aad damonatrated thet intelligence 

and ths thirst for knowledge knows no raolal barriers. It 

must bo remembered, however, that thia waa a Federel agency 

and only after It was well established did the State assume 

its obligation. 

Commenting upon the value of the ae si stance given to 

the Hegro by the Freedaen's Bureau, Saperintendent Conway 

stated that the Bureau was far la advance of ell other ©r-

ganlsatione ia making provisions for ths sdueatioa of tho 

freedmen. It came to their aid at a time whom the State wss 

powerless to provide them with the advaatagea of mental 

culture. "It seemed to bo one of thoee providential inatra-

aeatalitlea which an overruling power brings into operation 

st the coming of great emergenciee, and the results of its 
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o f f l o i a l work amply v ind ica te the wisdom of tho mind by 

which i t waa or ig inated ."^ 

I t may a lao bo aeon from Colonel Maeon'e l e t t e r of 

tranaferral that the fael l i t ieo given to tho State were to 

be used for a l l of ita citizens with complete disregard for 

race, color or previous condition. Although they had beea 

originally eatabliahed for the freedmen, now that the Con­

stitution of the Stete considered a l l of her eltineas alike, 

the Bureau waa eooperating with tho State officicle by aot 

fostering thia separation. I t provided sohools for Hegroee 

only when they wore aot permitted to attend eahoolo with the 

white ehildren and no others were available to them. 

8. Racial Antagonism Develope. 

Thie mixing of the raoee in the schools did not meet 

with the approval of everyone. There wars soms who would 

rather abolish the State's educational eyetem then eoeept 

Negroee oa an equal baaia with the whitee. Ia hie laat re­

port to the Legieleture, before his retirement, Conway re­

minds them that these detrimental effeots must be considered 

whoa appraising ths eduoationel development of the State. 

81 State Department of Iduoation of ^-oulaiana, 
fS?Sr to0f c i t * t e t \ a * t > a r l l l t * B d * l l t o f PtJttt i l0 Mac***** *** 
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The antagonism of a portion of the press and a 
powerful class of the people to the constitutional 
provisions which control this work la too well known 
to require more than a paeaiag allusion. The opposi­
tion thua inspired has come from men who prefer that 
tho blight of lgnoranoe should wither the etrength 
of tho State rather than the benefits of education 
should bo extended under the law and constitution 
as thoy now exist. Unable to emancipate themselves 
from irrational prejudices by which both intelleot 
and conscience have been mastered, and haunted by 
the phantoms of a regime whioh haa forever paaaed 
away, thoy have maintained an oppoeitlon, active 
or passive es circumstances would allow, to every 
advancing atep whioh haa been taken. In estimating 
tho efficiency of tho law, ae well ea in judging the 
faithfulness of those to whom ita administration has 
bssa eatrusted, faets like the above must not be 
Ignored.88 

Superintendent Coaway was succeeded la office by the 

Honorable Nllllam G. Brown. Being of the Hegro race it Is 

alleged by come that he waa not qualified nor waa he properly 

elected for the job, but waa plaood in it by the radical 

Republican adminiatratlon ae a further punishment of the 

South. That a deep fooling of resentment by southern 

Domocrata existed towards Superintendent Brown Is quits 

evident from the following ooomentary written by Superintend­

ent Harria many years later in the Story of Public Education 

eft *f9tt*f«f»t» 

88 State Department of Iduoation of Louisiana, 
Report of the State Superintendent of Public Muoatlon for 

81 Thomas H. Harria, The Story of Publio gducstlon 
cB.»|S|tefwff. »•» Orleans, Delgado Trade sohool, 1924, 
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There la no available information concerning 
Superintendent Brown. The newspapers of the day 
label him as an ignorant, drunken, incompetent poli­
tician who waa cared for by the Kellogg outfit be­
cause he cheerfully did its bidding and oould deliver 
a certaia number of negro votes. Bat the democratic 
press may have bsen unduly hsrsh in its eritleism of 
Superintendent Brown. The Hew Orleans tea chare who 
were 'members of his tsaohlng staff* know nothing 
about him. Only one can reoall having seen him. He 
evidently had little to do with the schools, but as 
evidently he employed en sduoated sssretary, a 
Baptist minister from the North, who (or Brown) wrote 
well-phrased reports. Sines Brown is tho only 
Hegro predecessor ths present Incumbent has enjoyed 
in the office of state superintendent, and ae In ell 
probability will aot enjoy a successor of Brown's 
race, charity should be practiced, end Brown given 
the benefit of tho doubt-Hsaybo he was a prstty good 
superintendent after all!84 

It la quite evldeat from the foregoing that aa Super-

lntendont of Publie Iduoation Brown*a task was aot en eeay 

one and that yeara later there still sxistsd a rsssntmoat to 

hie having hed tho job. 

Conway's term of office laated through tho year 1878 

but the beginning of the following year the report for 1878 

waa submitted by Browa. Some Divleion Superintendents, to 

show their resentment to a Hegro Superintendent, submitted 

Inadequate or incomplete reports, and one, the Honorable 

B.C. wyly, submitted no report whatsoever. Hie removal from 

thia position had been requested by Superintendent Conway 

beoauss of prsvlous inefficiencies.25 

14 Harria, Op, C l f . , p . 38. 
88 State Department of Sdueatioa of Louisiana, Report 

State Superintendent of Public Iduoation for 1878. 
fctJJit., p. 24. 

of the 
18737 
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Saperintendent Brown*e term in office was marked by 

poverty and strife. Poverty beeauss sush s large proportion 

of tho people oould not appreciate the value of aa eduoatioa 

and roaeated being taxed for it, and atrlfe because a aot so 

largo, but verbal, segment of the population woald disregard 

the edicts of the Constitution and attempt to prevent the 

mixing of the races in sohools by taking ths law In thsir 

own hands. 

Superintendent Brown did hie utmost to promote the 

cauee of publio edueation in the State and to apprlae the 

working man of ite benefits. In his treatise on the Relatloa 

of Sdueatioa and Labor he told thea that a war had continu­

ally beea waged between capital and labor, the men of wealth 

end the men of toll. He told them that prior to 1863 little 

dlfferenee sxiated between the Hegro clave and the poor white 

laborer. The present upheaval in the State was not being 

caused by race or color to any appreciable extent, but rather 

by caste. The men of wealth were waging an unceasing fight 

to maintain thsir supremacy over the poorer working olsss. 

Thoy had even allied themaelvea with ths forces of sduostioa 

that had already overcome much of the disparity that existed. 

86 Stats Department of Bducatlon of ̂ -oulsiane, 

1873."Relation of gduoatlon and Labor". 1674. Op. Clt.. 
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Brown wrote further: 

There la no force as powerful to lift mankind 
from a position of dependence and narrow, olrcum-
soribed life es eduoatioa. It ia the laborers' 
faithful friend and oouneelor, standing sentinel to 
guard hia llbertiee, to render a helping hand in the 
hour of perplexity and doubt, the good genius that 
enables aim to overcome the difficulties and 
embarrassments of the hour, and achieve suooess.27 

It is evident from this report, that although a Hegro, 

Brown was not partial to hia race. He realized that hia 

position ss State Superintendent of Public Education necessi­

tated his fostering the education of the total population, 

both white and black, aad he aceepted hia responsibilities. 

In spite of hie encouragement, Superintendent Brown 

could not kindle a desire for education among the laboring 

masses. Thoy hed been so conditioned to accepting their 

status that they harbored no desire to Improve it. They 

oould net envlelon edueation aa that greet emancipating foroe 

which would lift them above their narrow ciroumeoribed life. 

Rather they saw it as an additional burden whioh would only 

increaae the difflealtioa of their dally toil. Hot only had 

the eapitaliat for many yeare controlled the Hegro alavee 

but ho had won a deolsive viotory over the minds of the poor 

white laborers. 

87 Stats Department of Education of Louisiana, 
0w« Clt.. "Relation of Eduoation and Labor", p. 24-25. 
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Trying t o r a i s e money for the support of oduoetion 

wee a d i f f i c u l t aad try ing teak. The people of the State 

were e t i l l r e luc tant t o support s system for which thoy saw 

no need. The poor c l a s s did aot value i t and the wealthy 

claas sent thsir childrsa to privets schools. 

In aaay iaetancea on the local level the people were 

aot even encouraged to pay taxes and i f taxss were paid the 

money was often misappropriated. 

Ths tax col lsetor was considered a very influential 

person in so l i c i t ing support for sducation ia tho parishes, 

l a the report of Superintendent Cheeter of the Flret Division 

s need for more oonseienoious and honest tax colicotoro was 

sxpresssd. Speaking of tho money for the operation of the 

schools he said: 

If i t i s net oollsoted froa a people favorable to 

?nolle edueation and wi l l ing to beer i t e burden, i t 
a owing to tho inefflolenoy of tho tax eol leetor , but 

i f I t i s colleoted end not returned I t becomee in 
either ease s matter for Immediate investigation and 
prompt action, whether *he intent of the law la de­
feated through lnoffiolenoy or culpabil ity i t ia mani­
f e s t that ths educational interests could be advanced 
by the servioes of more energetic end honoot tax 
oolleotore. 

The eohool fund la s sasred t rus t , and should only 
bo entrusted to oapaolty and integri ty . Too many 
lnstonoee have already ooeurred whore i t haa beea 
squandered or misappropriated. The exposition and 
punishment of malfactors la off ice should bs ths 
Inspiration of e l l good c i t i zens . e 

88 State Department of Bdueation of Louisiana, 
.0 Education for 
,rat Division", 

?S88rtkS? **S ***!* ItttTlatonflent of Publlt 
1675, "Report of Superintendent Chester, Fl: 
TSTT, OP. P i t . , p. 94-95. 
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la tho Sseond Division, Superintendent 8toddard wae 

more concerned over tho non-attendanoe of white students. 

The advaneoaant ef the cauee of publio eduoatioa could hardly 

be pronounced if the parenta of the edueables wsre themselves 

not in a position to appreciate oduoetion. Feelings of 

anxiety and dialntereat among the poorer segment of the 

white population eaueed Superintendent Stoddard to report the 

previous year la this fashion: 

The greet majority of non-attendanoe is smong ths 
whits population. The cause of this condition is, 
first there lo less interest manlfestsd on ths psrt of 
ths whits population of the rural districts, in ths 
sdueatlon ef their children,than with the oolored 
population—in foot a large element among them aeem 
actually to prefer that their ohlldren should not be 
educated; second, they are too poor to provide private 
means for the education of their children, and their 
prejudices, overbalancing their appreciation for the 
benefits of an eduoatioa, they will aot suffer them 
to attend tho public schools with the colored children. 
Only two lnstanoee exist In the division where white 
children attend public sohools with the colored; 
those are the 'Model Grammar School* at Carroll ton, 
and the 'Laforest School' in the parish of Lafourche. 
In all other instances whsre white ehildren are found 
In the publie schools, it is in localities where no 
colored ehildren attend.89 

From this and previous reports submitted by Superin­

tendent Stoddard it appeared that the majority of the white 

people la the Seeoad Division were more intereeted in 

29 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
?!E?rt,g£ **VJ*»» Superintendent of Publie Bduoetlon for 
1674, "Bxoerpt froa the Report of l.S. Stoddard, SuperInto 
Second Dlviaioa", 1875, OP. Clt.. p. 269-271. 
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preservlag tho statue QUO than in receiving ea eduoatioa 

whereby thoy oould Improve their own ooadltioa. 

This resistance to mixing of ths raoss in schools 

was not to remain passive very long. Hatred for Hegroee wae 

soon openly demonstrated through acts of violence and the 

financing of private segregated sohools with the money 

allotted to the State by the Peabody Fund. 

e) Raelal Tloleaco.- It would be aa iajuatlce to 

both races to say that ao auoh ill-will sad mlaunderstandlng 

existed between them thet mixing of the races In sohools waa 

impossible. However, the reported incidents of insults end 

eete of physical violenoe whioh were recorded ia Louisiana 

daring ths period following the integration of the post-war 

sshools point to severel directlone. The few who opposed the 

admission ef Hegroes into formerly all white schools were 

maoh more demonstrative in their rejeotions thaa the majority 

of white individuals who were now willing to accept Hegroes 

on an equal baeis. Newspapers essisted la oreatlag a 

feeling of racial antagonism and greatly publicized the 

ineidenta of diaruption whioh ocourred. There was a growing 

feeling of social mobility ia both white end colored groups 

following the upset of accustomed positions of slave and 

master. 

The oity of Hew Orleans which had been a focal point 

for ell other educational activities remained the center of 
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disturbance when violence erupted in the sehoole. This 

waa probably due to two reaaona. Politicians la Hew 

Orleans wore considerably more vocally abuaive thaa were 

mea of the country pariehoo. Also, Hegroee la Hew Orleaaa 

were mors progressive thaa wore Hegroes la the Outlying 

parishes and insisted upoa being granted their rights 

guaranteed by the Constitution. After eeversl soattered 

Ineidenta in the country parishss, aota of violence 

following these feelings of fesr and insecurity burst 

upon the oity of Hew Orleans in rapid-fire euooesslon. 

These outrageous aote were not limited to Hegro 

children. They were dlreoted towards aayons who endeavored 

to carry out the mandates of the Conetitution. Reporting 

upon these condltlone ae they existed in the Fourth 

Division, Superintendent Keating wrote: 
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At a time when the publio schools In the Fourth 
Division exhibited a more healthy and flourishing 
condition than ever before, when reporta from every 
seetlon indicated e year of unparalleled progrees la 
the oduoatloaal lntareeta of the State, there came 
the sweeping blests from the prejudiced politicians, 
and a fire of hate and ostracism appeared at once, 
kindled in the minds of many of ths people which 
seemed to paralyse the aohool work in connection with 
the Injurious effect it had on every other branch of 
the State Government. Hot more than half of the 
perishes of the division had been visited when he was 
foroed to abandon the work on account of the absence 
of many of the eohool officials from their homes. 
Later communications were received from them narrating 
their forced abaenoo from fear of personal vloleaoe. 
Tho President of Do Soto Parish School Board was 
murdered in cold blood, and the Treaaurer of Red 
River Parish School Board mat a similar fato.30 

In the Sixth Divleion comprising the city of Hew 

Orleans, on Deoamber 14, 1874, an attempt van made to dese­

gregate the Girls' Upper High School by elevea Hegro pupila. 

They were refused admission. Sinss they would not leave 

the teacher dismissed her olass and sent for the Superinten­

dent. At this the Hegroes departed. At the «ame time ea 

even larger group of Hegro girla attempted to enroll in the 

Lower Girla* High School. The white girls there withdrew 

alao.81 

Feeling that the Board of Sohool Dlreotora was 

instrumental la encouraging the Hegroee to attempt integrating 

30 State Department of Sduoation of Louiaiana, Resort 
of flic State Superintendent of, publie ^duoo^on for W i T 
"Bxoerpt from the Report of Mr. Keating, Superintendent of 
tho Fourth Division", Op. Pit.. p. xxviii-xxix. 

31 The Hew Orleans Bulletin. "The Rsos Issus In the 
Schools", sn editorial in Vol. 1, Ho. 830, Issue of Deoamber 
16, 1874, p. 6, Col. 1. 
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the schools, ths girls from ths ssnlor class of eaoh school 

eent the Board a letter In which they stated thet they would 

not attend classes nor would they accept their diplomas until 

it was dseided whether the school would be white or mixed. 

It appears that the following editorial in The Hew 

Orleans Bulletin, rather than trying to ease the situation 

and promote respect for the law of the land, was wrlttsn for 

ths expressed purpose of inciting the young men of the high 

eohools to lawlessness and violence. 

Where ere tho young gentlemen of our high eohools, 
thet they do not respond to tho indignity whioh wae 
perpetrated upon the young ladles of the high schools? 
Why have we not heard from them? Do thoy fear that 
they may not obtain thsir diplomas if they took part 
in tho struggle againat mixed sohools? 

We tell them and we tell tho young ladies of ths 
publie schools thst diplomas issued by ths present 
eohool board, and elgaed by Brown and Boothpy, are 
not worth the paper or parchment upon which they 
are written.38 

It waa alleged that Superintendent Boothby insulted 

some of the young ladies of Uppsr Girls* High School when he 

vleited their school and spoke to them. In retaliation the 

following day a group of men robbed hia and threatened to 

hang him. Theee men were leter told by the ladles that It 

was not Boothby who Insulted them but a young reporter from 

tho Ropublloaa newspaper. Notwithstanding this error, 

Superintendent Boothby waa atill made to apologize to the 
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l a d l e s and forced to s ign s statsment that he would do 

everything in h i s power to prevent the mixing of the reoea 
33 

in ths Hew Orleans publio sohools. 

Another editorial in the Bulletin discussed the 

superiority of the Caucasian race and tried to inc i te the 

people to violence by saying: 

W* know without urging, that ths Caucasian race of 
ths s i t y wi l l r s s i s t , nay, w i l l svea become aggressive, 
If the attempt Is again made to degrade the white 
pupila of our publio schools-schools supported by 
the white race—to the soc ia l equality of the African 
reoe. Tho white reoe rules ths world, ths whits raos 
rules America, and the white race wi l l rule Louisiana, 
aad the white race w i l l rule Hew Orleana.34 

The same day an editorial on "mixed sohools" appeared 

in The a l ly Picayune, part of which ie quoted below: 

A 'mixed eohool* i s an inst i tut ion whioh cannot 
ex is t in th i s or any other community in the United 
States. 

Ths psople of the country are proud of the ir 
educational systsm but thoy would have allowed i t to 
lapse into nothingnees rether than suffer what they 
believe to be the pollution of 'aixed s c h o o l s ' . 3 5 

Those newspaper edi tor ia ls wsre sooa to achieve their 

deaired resu l t s . On Dsoember 18 a group of Hegro boys 

applied for the examlnationa and admission to ths Boys' High 

School. A eommittee of boys ordered them to leave before 

38 Tho Hew Orleans Bullet in. OP. C l t . , also In T£e. 
Icaruno. Hew Orleans. "Ths School Imbroglio", s news 

Ln vol . 38, Ho. 883, issue of Deoember 16, 1874, p. 1 , 
ee l . 7. 

34 Tho New Orleans Bul let in . OP. Cl t . , p. 4 , col . 2. 

35 The Oallv Pie.vana. OP. C l t . . "The *ublio Sohools-. 
en ed i tor ia l , p. 4 , col . 2. 
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thoy weald got hurt, fhoy summoned a Hegro policemen ead two 

Hegro labor ere who wore near et hand. All were forcibly 

ejeotod. Sohool waa diamiaaod aad tho boys marshed up 

Canal Street cheering their accomplishments. They thea went 

to the Girls* High sohools and offered them assistenoe. 

By thia time the boye had reoelvod enough encourage­

ment and aapport to cauao them to perform aoao of the heroic 

and irrational facta characteristic of early adolosoeata. 

Thoy took tho eohool lssus into their own hands. They 

viol ted many of the aehoole end, with a complete disrsgsrd 

of tho principals and tssshsrs, entered sad prooeedod by 

visual observation to examine the color of tho pupils found 

therein. Those who wore judged to bo Hegroes or having soms 

Hsgro heritage wore thrown out amidat the shouts of ths 
16 

rabble who followed them on their rampage. 

After completing one of thess raids st ths Keller 

Sohool, the boys sad thsir followers were met by e group of 

Hegro men end women who had come to proteot their children. 

Bitter fighting ensued la which severel persons including 

maay policemen were hurt aad a Hegro maa waa killed. The 

situation was getting entirely out of control. The 

36 The How Orleans Bulletin, "On a Raid", a news 
item in Tol. 1, He. 838. issue of December 18, 1174, p. 1, 
sol. 3. Also ia Tho Pally TIparens. "The sohool Difficulty" 
a aowa item la Tol. 38, Ho. 888, lssus of Dseember 19, 1874, 
p. 1, col. 6. 
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Superintendent of Police wee considering calling upon the 

military for assistance.97 

Howspaper editors are to be held directly reeponsible 

for most of this disturbance. They had bolstered the rebel­

lious Inclinations of sdoloseents sad lsd thess youths to 

disregard tho couneol of their elders and the laws lsid down 

by olvil authorities. Ohildron who wore not capable ef 

mature doeislono had by physical foroe taken control of the 

schools. 

By now the newspaper editors realised that the vio­

lence which thoy had perpetrated waa mushrooming to enormous 

proportions. Mob aotloa waa dlreoted not only agalaat the 

Negroee, bat against anyone who otood in the boys' way. 

Ia sn effort to quell this oomplete dierespset for authority. 

The Dally Picayune, en December 19, 1874, publiahed an 

editorial ia whioh the boya were commended for the work 

thus far accomplished. Thoy were warned, however, thet 

flattery aad thoughtless couneol could possibly destroy the 

results whioh thoy had thus far achieved. They were told 

that their mission had beea fulfilled and the remaining job 

rooted with the general publie and legal authority.*** 

5 7 *ho Hew Orleana Bulletin. Op. Clt., "The War 
Oommonoed", a news item, p. 1, col. 4. Also in Ths Daily 
Picayune. *War Sure Bnough-Affray at the Keller Market", a 
nowa item, in Tol. 81, Ho. 287, issue of December 16, 1874, 
p. 1, col. 4. 

M The Dallr Picayune. New Orleans, "Ths Boys and ths 
Sohool Imbroglio", en editorial in Tol. 38, Ho. 268, iesus of 
Deeeaber IB, 1874, p. 4, ool. 3. 
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The boys accepted the counsel given them. They also 

realized that they were being blamed unjustly for nany 

undeeireble acta in which they took no part. The following 

acesage was sent to the Picayune in which they resolved to 

oesss thess activities. 

Vs, the undersigned, constituting ths ooomlttee 
appointed by the pupils of ths Boys' High Sohool, do 
hereby protest against ths notion of oertain members 
of a crowd of men and boys, who on Friday took upon 
themselves ths right to visit the Franklin Girls* 
Sohool, representing themselves to bs the boys of ths 
Hirfh Sohool, with tho iateat of removing such 
Colored eoholare as they might find there. 

The action we pronounce ungentlemaaly in the 
extreme, and oaloulated to bring ua into disrspute. 
r,9 also state that the boys took no pert in the dis­
turbance at the Keller School, and furthermore that 
the Republican was greatly mistaken la its statements 
in regard to that affair. We should like it to be 
understood that our eommittee did not visit say 
aehools on Friday but that of the Lower Girls* High 
Sohool. 

General Ogdea will please accept the thanks of 
the committee for this kind advioe which we intend 
following.39 

With the youthful rebels back in sohool, the mobs 

soon dispersed sad the situation in Hew Orleans publio 

schools returned to normal. Everything wae quiet exoept for 

oeoaeloaal raids by the Klu Klux Klan and the Knights of tat 

White Cornelia, two secret organizations who terrorized the 

newly emancipated Hegro. 

39 The Daily Picayune. Hew Orleans, "Ths Boys", a 
card reoolved from the Central High School Cosalttee, In 
Tol. 38, Ho. 289, issue of December 20, 1874, p. 2, ool. 1. 
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b) The Peebody Fund.- The Feabody Fund, an endow­

ment for southern education, was established February 7, 

1867, by Mr. George Peabody, a wealthy banker and investor. 

While still a relatively poor man, Mr. ̂ eabody resolved that 

should he ever become rioh he would contribute part of hie 

wealth to promote the happiness of less fortunate people. 

Mr. Peabody kept his promise and his various philanthropic 

contributions amounted to seven or eight million dollars. 

Is eetabliahlng ths Fund for southern education, Mr. 

Peebody plaoed one million dollars In trust the interest 

from which was to be used to promote "intellectual, rural, 

and Industrial eduction among the young of the more desti­

tute portions of ths Southern and Southwestern States of 

the Union".40 

Later, he added an additional eleven hundred thousand 

dollsrs in bonds of ths Stats of Ml&sieslppI, issued to the 

Plentere' Bank, and commonly known as Planters' Bank bonds, 

to this trust.41 

A worthy cause misdirected will soaetimes aot only 

render useless ths expenditure of time end money contributed 

therein, bat will occasionally serve to hinder that for 

40 f.L.M. Carry, Â  Brief Sketch of George ^esbodr 
ad a History of the Peabody Rduoatlon Fund. Cambridge. 
ohn Wilson and Son, 1698, p. 20. 

41 Ibid. 
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which it was established. Such was the use of the Peabody 

Fund in Louisiana during the Reconstruction Period. The 

monies bequeathed by the great philanthropist, for the 

promotion of publio education in the south, under the direc­

tion of Mr. Robert Lusher, Its local egest for the Stete of 

Loulsisna, actually served to retard the harmonious develop­

ment of Louisiana*s system of publio education. At first 

It was a slow and passive resistance, but with the adoption 

of the Constitution of 1368 and Articles 135 end 186 ths 

rssistanoe grew quite pronounced. 

For some tlae the State officials had desired to have 

the jurisdiction over the Fund in Louisiana given to the 

State Board ot Education. It was felt thet this would serve 

to unify all educational efforte, to mlnialze expenses, aad 

to afford a mora accurate accounting of the use of aonlea 

glvea to Louisiana. By 1870, however, Mr. Lusher*s utter 

disrsgard for ths diotates of ths State Conetitution end hie 

eppeeltlon to the State Board of iduoation had become eo 

great thst it wss neoessary for Superintendent Conway to 

communicate with the Reverend Barnes Sears, ths general 

agent of the Fund, requesting that Mr. Lusher b« removed 

es its local agent and the Fund placed under the euspioes 

of the State Board of Kducetlon. 

The reeeons drawn up by she Board for making such a 

request were that Mr. Lushsr did not cooperate with State 
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authorities in promoting the cause of public education in 

Louisiana; that he was antagonistic to the State authorities 

and aimed to develop a system of his o/.n antagonistic to 

that of the State; that some of the teachers aided by him 

were doing their utmost to destroy the publio schools of 

the State. They had gone so far as to Issue circulars 

enoouraging the people to oppose them. The schools aided 

by Mr. Lusher were for white students only, thereby involv­

ing ths trustees of the Peabody Fund in a racial issue. Mr. 

Lusher was further accused of being prejudiced, exhibiting 

Inharmonious conduct towards the public school officers, aad 

neglecting the educational inttreat of the colored population 

ef the State. On the basis of these allegations it was re­

quested that control of the Fund be placed under the aueplces 

of the State Board of Education. It could be handled more 

economically and In perfect harmony with the public sohool 

system, rendering proper assistance to citizens of both 

42 
recce. 

The reply received by Superintendent Conway was not 

at all what one would have expected. The general agent of 

the Fund seemed quite satisfied with tne manner in which it 

wae used in Louisiana. He said that the purpose of the 

48 State Department of Rdueatlon of Louisiana, 
Report of the State Superintendent of Public Education for 
1870. Cp. Clt.. "Letter to Reverend Barnes Sears. P.P.. 
General Agent Peabody Fund", p. 40-41. 



KSrjCATIOH DURING RECONSTRUCTION 79 

Peabody Fund was to ssslst In promoting unlvereal education. 

Xa Louisiana Hegro ehildren were reoelvlng the benefits of 

free schooling end the white ohildron were going uneduoated. 

Although they were being deprived of this by their own 

choice, by not wanting to attend schools with Hsgross, the 

foot remained that they did not have sohools suitable to 

them. It was therefore the duty of the administrators of 

the Fund to provide eohools for the white ehildren. If the 

situation wss reversed, preference would here been given to 

the oolored ehildren. Reverend Seers apprised ths Board 

that the administrators of the Fund reisod no question ss to 

the relative merits of mixed sohools sad that Mr. Lusher 

hed been requested to avoid controversy with ths State 

authorities.43 

Although Reverend Seers* intentions were indeed in 

keeping with the primary purpose for whioh the Peabody Fund 

waa established, thet of promoting the intellectual develop­

ment of the youth la thoee destitute portions ef the south, 

his spproval of tho manner la whioh it wee used ia Louisiana 

only served to retard the harmonious development of the 

State*a system of public education. 

45 State Department of Iduoation of Louisiana, 

1870. OP. Pit.. "Letter to the Honorable Thonaa W. Conway. 
Superintendent of Publio Education, State of Louisiana, 
p. 41. 
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Superintendent Conway*a oommente on Reverend Sears' 

letter sum up very well the hindrances to the developaont 

of pablio edueation in Loulsisna caused by the misuss of ths 

Peabody Fund. 

It will be aeon by the letter of Dr. Sears, thst 
owing to the representations mads by Mr. Lusher, the 
Peabody Fund, so far aa It la employed in Louisiana, 
is used ia opposition to the publio sohool system of 
the State, with all reepeot for the judgment ef the 
agent of the Peabody Fund, it may be doubted whether 
an unwillingness to avail themselves to the advantages 
offered by the publio eohool system oenatltutes, la 
any true sense, *destitution*. While es a fast ths 
number of white child rem la our public aehoole ia 
threefold that of children of color. The greater 
wealth of the white portion of our population enablee 
them to establish, sad to maintain private sohools 
for their children, aad ths number who does derive 
ths advantages of edueation added to those white 
children la attendance in our publie eehoole would 
make a number at leaat quadruple that of all oolored 
childrea now enjoying sohool privileges in this State. 
It is sot, therefore, la any case true that ths whits 
children in Louisiana are 'from the fact of their 
unwillingness to attend mixed schools* the 'more 
destitute'. Tho administration of the Peabody Fund 
on the basis of such a supposition, baa a tendency to 
fostsr ths evil which it depreoetes, inasmuch as it 
rewards by its benefactions thoee who refuse to geln 
sn education unless it Is obtained is harmony with 
the spirit of catte. While on the other hand, by 

{roviding educational facilities for white ehildren 9 enables opponents of ths publie school system to 
deny school facilities to the oolored ohildron without 
involving Others la the loss and Injury inflicted.44 

Tho fast that Superintendent Conway was justified la 

hia oommente is verifisd by reports such as the one received 

44 State Department of Sdueatioa of Louiaiana, 
JSirVp* |ft SUtO lanerlntendant of Publie gdooatlon for 
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from the p r i n c i p a l o f t h e Gretna Publ io Sohool . 
The attendance of t h i s sohool haa not y e t been so 

large aa i t waa at the oloee of the laat scholastic 
year owing to the re-opening of the *Gretna Academy*. 

The prejudices against this sohool would, by 
this time, have beeo entirely removed but for the 
Academy, whioh tends to keep them alive. Thia 
Academy, whose existence i s only prolonged by aid 
received froa the *Peabody Fund* la a useless expen­
diture of money, a hinderonoe to the oause of public 
and thorough edueation, and i t ahould be dosed.45 

The support afforded Mr. Lusher by thoee whom he re­

presented only aerved to make him more intolerable in hie 

position. Being fully aware that hia uae of the Peabody 

Fund was aaaotionsd by hia superiors he exerted even more 

oppoeition to the State*e educational system. The schoole 

whioh he oupported only served to maintain raolal prsjudiee 

aad to weaken the public sohools already in exiatence. The 

positive results aohieved by these newly organized segre­

gated sohools are s t i l l debatable. 

Whoa William G. Brown beoame State Superintendent of 

Public Bdu cation he wished to give a complete picture of 

education in tho State. He, therefore, naked Mr. Lusher to 

furnish him with a statement of his administration of the 

Peabody Fund for inolunion in ths Superintendent's Annusl 

Report. 

45 State Department of Xduoatlon of Louisiana, 
?S7?rtpSf g?t 8 t o t * J f f i g l a t e n A * n t o f ^ 0 1 * 0 Education for 
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Mr. Lusher*s reply was truly indicative of the 

disrospeet whioh he harbored toward Superintendent Brown 

aad the educational system of the State. 

After it shall have been proven by equally truth­
ful and legal evidence that you are entitled by 
election to poaaeaaion of the offloe of State Super­
intendent, the undersigned will consider the propriety 
of giving you the Information solicited of his 
courtesy. 

AM long, however, as you remain s beneficiary 
of the prima facie fraud and actual usurpation by 
whioh tho liberties of the people of Louisiana have 
beea sacrificed and their republican system of govern­
ment haa beea suspended, in violation of the Coneti­
tution of the United States, no aeIf-reapeoting 
eitisen of the State oan deem it en honor to appear 
la your 'annual report* ae an auxiliary in the 
compilation of educational statistics.*6 

And thus remained the etand taken by the local agent 

of tho Peabody Fund, sanetionsd by his superior, the gonerel 

agent, for the remaiaiag years of the Reoonstruotlon Period. 

4. Summary. 

I t has been seen in thie chapter that the early years 

of the Reconetruetlon Period witnessed l l t t l s Changs in the 

education of Hegroes. This wus in a great meeeure due to 

the feet that Mr. Lusher, the State Superintendent of 

Public Sdueatioa waa only interested in eduoatlng white 

ehildren eo that they could maintain a superiority over the 

Hegroee. 

46 State Department of iduoation of Louiaiana, 
ftBff*„* *?? 8*«%fr">*>rintondent of Public Education for 
1873. Qp. Cl t . . n. 88. 



BDUCATIOH DCRIHC RECONSTRUCTION 83 

Prior to 1667, the cities of Jefferson and Hew 

Orleaaa were tho only ones to sstablish schoole for oolored 

children. The educational department of the Freedmen's 

Buroau, whioh had been established by en Act of Congress and 

whioh.had taken charge of the sohools for Hegroee Initiated 

by Gonerel Banks, transferred their sohools in these cities 

to ths sities* board of education. 

In 1868, a new Constitution was wrlttsn containing 

tho controversial Articles 135 and 136. Education beoaae 

truly public. Schools were opened to everyone with oomplete 

diaregard for raoe, color, or previous ooaditloa. There were 

to be no separate eohools for whits and Negroes. This 

equalization of educational rights gave the Hegro s senee of 

eeourity which was short lived. 

Mr. Conwey, who had now become Superintendent of 

Publio Education, did hia utmost to snforee the provisions 

of Articles 135 and 136. He met with much opposition from 

those who would rather eliminate the State*a system of public 

education than have white and Hegro ehildren attend sohool 

together. 

Sinoe tho State had now assumed her responsibility 

to educate all children there was no need for the Freedmen*e 

Bureau to maintain sohools for Hsgroes in Louisiana. Con-

oequaatly, tho Bureau, whioh had been performing an exosllsnt 

job, transferred all schools under its oare to the State 

Deportment of Bdu cation. 
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The resentment to mixed sohools became even greater 

when Superintendent Brown took office in 1673. Although he 

won the election, he wae greatly dieliked slnee he wss of 

mixed raolal descent. 

In Hew Orleans severel acts of violence ooourred 

after the white high eohool boys wars incited to riot by 

editorials in the local newspapers. Their wrath war not 

only directed towards the Hegroes who tried to integrate 

the sohools but toward the City Superintendent of Sohools 

and anyone elee who endeavored to carry out the mandetee of 

the Constitution. 

Mr. Lusher, efter losing the euperintendeney, became 

the local agent for the Peabody Fund. He used the State's 

allotment from this Fund to finance private^ sohools for 

white ohildron who would not attend the State's mixed publio 

sohools. He refused to submit a report of hie activities 

to both Superintendents Conway and Brown. His aotions re­

ceived the approval of the general agent of the Peabody 

Fund who eaid that the Fund was created to provide schools 

where needed. In this case the white ehildren needed them. 

The foot that they refueed to attend the public sohools 

available to them wae not taken into consideration. 

As long as they were protected by federal troops, 

Hegroes in Louisiana enjoyed even greater educational prlvi-

legee then they do today. There was a growing resentment, 
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however, among many members of ths white rr.oe. How this 

affected the development of public education for Hegroes In 

Louisiana, when the troops wsre removed and the Stute 

legislated for Itsslf, will be discussed in the following 

chapter. 



CHAPTER III 

XDUCATIOH H T H THE RETURN OF HOMS RULI 

The removal of Federal troopa from Louisiana in 

1877 was welcomed by its populace. The State had adopted a 

aaw Constitution la keeping with that of the United Statea 

aad had again pledged ita allegiance to the Union. It was 

mow granted the privilege of oomplete home rule. The rigid 

military controls had come to an and. 

It was seen in the preceding chapter that a desire 

to teach Hegroes la separate sohools was harbored by many 

persona. Thia chapter will point out, flret of all, how 

thia system of segregated eohools for Hegroee had a gradual 

beginning. The United Statea Supremo Court decision in the 

oaao of Flossy versus Ferguson and how it afforded Federal 

sanction to segregated education will then be discussed. A 

look will be taken at some of the agencies which assisted 

la providing education for Hegroee. Finally, the chapter 

will bo summarized. 

1. Beginning of Segregated Bduoation. 

The people of Louisiana were grateful for the oppor­

tunity to rule themselves without Federal intervention. Some 

persons, however, used thia as a means of seeking revenge 

agalnat tho Hogro for the suffsrings and hardships lnflioted 
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upoa tho State daring the Civil War and Reconstruction. 

With hia northern protectors gone, the Hegro waa powerless 

agalaat hia adversaries. 

Oae of the flret privations which the Hegro experi­

enced was In publie oduoetion. School direetora having long 

reeeated the provisions ef Articles 135 and 136 of the Con­

stitution wars now able to completely diaregard them. Mr. 

Robert X. Lusher, who was again elected to the position of 

State Superintendent of Public Education, encouraged thie 

disregard. 

Bo contended that the system of public eduoetlon 

would progress and gain public favor only where separate 

eohools for white and colored were maintained and that the 

taxpayers would not contribute to mixed sohools. He stated 

that la the oity of Hew Orleans, nine-tenths ef the colored 

population themselves preferred separate schools. It was 

his opinion that only the ehildren of mixed white and oolored 

blood were intereeted in entering the white sohools. Thsir 

pareate had always been tr99 and they resented attending 

eohool with children of a darker color. Mr. Lusher felt 

that these ohildron of mixed blood deserved special consi­

deration and that a separate or Intermediate class of schools 
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should be provided for them. This idea had already been 

put Into effect in the city of Hew Orleans.1 

Ths Superintendent went on to say that: 

Ths mingling or disjunction of races, like the 
oo-oduoatlon or separate instruction of sexes, and 
ths efficiency of eohool systems, are natters which 
should be left wholly to the discretion of the 
direstore who are responsible for the success of 
that ayetsm. They are not proper subjects for con­
stitutional enactments, but amst bs controlled and 
regulated by the enlightened conscience of the 
communities who are taxed for the support of free 
education.8 

According to the reasoning of Mr. Lusher that the 

Hegroes of a lighter hue would not attend school with their 

dsrker kinsmen and that the Board of School Directors of the 

city of Hew Orleans had acted wisely in establishing a 

school for this group, it would appear thea that as many 

schools would be necessary as Hegroes varied in color. The 

caste system based on color had been deeply entrenohed as 

it etill is to thie day. 

Separating the raoee still did not encourage tax­

payers to sustain publio schools as Mr. Lusher anticipated. 

In reporting further on the situation he stated: 

1 State Department of Education of Louisiana, Report 
Sf tfyJ&*>*& gqperlhtondcnt of PubUo Education for the 
Tear 1677. Hew Orloaaa. published by Authority. 1876. p. v. 

8 Ibid. 
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The Directors of the Nov. Orleana City Public 
Schoole have been, and s t i l l s r s , greatly embarrassed 
by the insufficiency of the funds provided for the 
maintenance of the aehoole. The salaries whioh 
they are able to allow teaohers are far below those 
allowed in other o l t i e s , and below the actual neces­
s i t i e s of the teachers, causing many of them greet 
distress and anxiety of mind, which must, at times, 
be prejudicial of their efficiency in the school-room. 
Such re l ie f as i s possible should therefore, be 
accorded to them through the City Board of Directors.9 

The c i ty of Hew Orleans welcomed the suggestion of 

the State Superintendent that the question of separating ths 

raeee should be l s f t to the discretion ef the direotore res­

ponsible for that particular systsm. The City Superintendent 

in his report maintained that twenty-three of the city 

schools were attended exclusively by colored children. Thess 

schools, whose f a c i l i t i e s and instructional staff compared 

with the best In the systsm, provided for approximately 

5,500 pupils . About three hundred more oolored ohildron 

were attending schools whose enrolment wae comprised prim­

ari ly of white pupila. The City school Board, however, passed 

a resolution to ssparate completely the raoes in the sohools. 

I t •was their bel ie f that thia arrangement would prove bene­

f i c i a l to both races. 

3 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
ft>« P i t . , p. xx i . 

4 I b i d . . "Oo-Xduoatlon of Races, "Exhibit B", p. 
308-303. 
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The Board bassd its daoision on s study mads by 

a Special Committee appointed to examine the eohools in the 

City. The Committee in its report stated that personal 

observation and universal testimony had established the 

faot that the public schools have deteriorated since white 

and oolored ohildron have been admitted to the same schools. 

It was not their purpose to determine the causal factors 

but only that those conditions prevailed. Some of the evils 

thst had arisen froa forced Integration of the races were 

(1) the white boys had occasionally prevented the oolored 

children from entering aohool and thereby altogether depriv­

ing thea from the benefits of a publio eduoatlon; (2) raany 

white children were not attending sohools due to a repugnanoe 

on the part of their parents to permit their ehildren to 

mingle sooially with children of the Hegro rsos; and (3) the 

efficiency of the schools was minimised due to the impossi­

bility of maintaining discipline in sohoolo in which ths two 

raoes were mingled. The Committee went on to eay that the 

constant quarreling and bickering between the pupils of ths 

two recce both inside and outside of the eohools, and the 

humiliation which one raes Inflioted upon the members of the 

other by ostraolalng them from all aotivlties, provided ample 
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proof that separate schoole would greatly raoilitate the 
at 

education of the two races. 

Ho objootlve information wss provided to prove that 

tho eohools hsd deteriorated slnoc colorod and white pupils 

had been admitted indiscriminately nor does It appear that 

proper supervision oould not have prevented the evils 

claimed to be inherent when the two raoes were associated. 

On reading the report one finds very little validation for 

euch sn Important dscielon. 

The leadership of Mr. Lusher was well followed and 

pablio schools throughout the I't-;te continued to separate 

pupils on the basis of race. 

Although he was eleoted State Superintendent of 

Public Edueation, Mr. Lueher maintained hie pooltion aa 

local agent of the Peabody Fund. Since his philosophy of 

ssparate education of the raoes was now being followed he 

waa willing to apead some of the State* s allotment from the 

Peabody Fund to provide education for Kegroea. 

The Peabody Normal Sohool for Oolored Students waa 

establlshsd in Hew Orleans. Its purpose was to offor frss 

professioasl training of grsduatss and advanoed studsnts of 

either sex, over seventeen years of age, who desired to 

8 State Department of Iduoation of Louisiana, 
. Clt., "Report of Special Committee with Referenoc to 
xed Schoole", p. 303-105. 
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become teachers cr who dealred to improve their ;ual i f ica­

tions la their profession. 

Tor the year 1879 there was an enrolment of forty-

three pupils with an averege attenaance of th lr ty-e i tht 

pupils . Two teachers wore employed. The school VRS opened 

for a ten aonth session and the Peabody Fund donated one 

thousand dollars for I t s operation. At the June graduation, 

s ix pupils were awarded diplomas permitting them to teaoh 

in the elementary schools. Of these, four decided to con­

tinue their education. This school reaalned in operation 

about f ive years. 

Ths Pssbody Fund sponsored public elementary schoole 

In Alexandria, Baton Rouge, Franklin, and Opslousas. These 

schools accommodated a tota l of six hundred and ten pupila 

and their operation cost the Fund sixteen hundred dollars. 

Ths Fund had offered to finance the oolored publie school at 

Monroe. Since I t did not maintain a monthly average of 

eighty-five pupils , one of the stipulations advanced by the 

Board of Trustees, the offer was withdrawn. 

In his f inal rsport in o f f i ce , for the year 1879, 

Mr. Lusher noted that there were six hundred and f i f ty - f ive 

6 State Department of Education of Louisiana, Report 

1879. Hew Orleans, published by Authority. 1880. p. 24-25. 

7 Ib id . , p. 24. 
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teachers employed in the oolored schools throughout ths 

Stute, with salaries ranging from #31.06 a month in rural 

pariahss to $49.50 a month in the c i ty of Kew Orleana. The 

rural schools remained open an average of four and a half 

months of ths year while in the city of New Orleans they 
8 

were open for nine and a half months. 

Since the adoption of the Constitution of 1868, 

articles Kos. 135 and 136 had been a sore spot among many of 

the people in Louisiana. With the removal of Federal controls 

they were determined to ease some of the pain caused by man­

datory mixing of the races In publio sohools. 

A constitutional convention was called In 1879 and 

a new constitution written. It made legal the ideas ex­

pressed by the Strte Superintendent of Publio Education and 

other State authorities, and affirmed that the mixing of the 

raoes in sohools was a matter of local concern end should bs 

locally dlreoted. Although this had besn the onse since 

Reconstruction, and even during Reconstruction where mixing 

could be avoided, it was still In direct defienoe of the law. 

The Constitution adopted July 23, 1879, rescinded 

the controversial Articles 135 and 136 and in their plnoe 

passed Article 224 which stated that: 
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There frfrMl be free public schools established 
by the General Assembly throughout the state for the 
education of e l l the children of the State betweea 
the agee of s ix and eighteen years; and ths General 
Assembly shel l provide for their establishment, 
maintenance and aupport by taxation, or otherwise, 
and a l l moneys so raised, exoept the pol l tax, shal l 
bo distributed to eaoh pariah In proportion to the 
number of cullurea between the ace* cf s ix and 
eighteen years.* 

Xndeeverlng to promote the economy of the State, the 

maximam ego for sohool attendance was reduced t o eighteen 

years. But mors s ignif icant than that , ths part of Artlole 

135 was omitted whioh required that: 

All ohildron of the State ( . . . ) shall bs admitted 
to the publio schools or other inst i tut ions of 
learning sustained or established by the Stete , In 
eommoa, without dist inct ion of raoe, color, or pre-
vioua oondition. There shall be no separate sohools 
or inst i tut ions of learning, established exclusively 
for any race by the State of Louisiana. 10 

Other thaa providiag for the education of a l l ch i l ­

dren of tho State, local authorltiea were now l e f t to their 

own dleoretion to decide how, and under what oondltlona 

thoee ehildren would be educated. 

1 foflfWyblofl P* tfl<? s t ? ! v °r>xt° t tl>1*M 8i w * ' Baton Rouge, published by Authority, 1884, p. 57-58. 

, M ^ttiftfrW fffflfft^ tot ions 1812-1898, "Constitution 
of the Stete of Louisiana of 1868", no publication data, 
found l a tho Law Library of the Louisiana Stats Eupreae 
Court l a Hew Orleana, p. 113. 
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Other e lgaif leaat Articles of this Constitution were: 

Article 287. The funds derived from the col lection 
of tho pol l tax shall be applied exclusively to the 
maintenance of publio aohoola aa organized under the 
Constitution, and shall be applied exclusively to tho 
maintenance of public eohools ia the pariah l a whioh 
the same shall be col lected, and shall be accounted 
for end paid by the col lect ing offieoe direct ly to 
tho competent school authorities of each pariah. 

Article H I . The General Aaseably shal l eetabliah 
i a the c i ty of Hew Orleana a university for the eduea­
tion of persona of color, provide for i t s proper 
government, aad shall make an annual appropriation of 
not l e s s than f ive thousand dollara nor more than ten 
thousand dollars for i t s maintenance and support.1 1 

Following tho diotatee of Artlole 831, the General 

Assembly et i ta regular cession passed Aot Ho. 67. An Aot: 

To establish la ths c i ty of Hew Orleans, a university for 

the oduoetion of persons of color: and to provide for i ta 

PT9PT aovernmont. 

This Aot provided for a Board of Trustees who would 

bs given the reepoaalbility of establishing a faculty of arte 

aad l e t t e r s . I t was further required that this faculty 

should be competent to instruct In every branoh of l ibers l 

education and ehould graduate studsnts and grant degrees in 

arts aad l e t t e r s to qualified persons. 

_ ^ A U Oo»»TlTiHoB of **• Star* of fro»4»l«Pf, tf M*T> 
£&*_&*•• PV59. 

18 Stats of Louisiana, "Act No. 67. Aa Aot: To 
eetabliah ia the city of Hew Orleans a university for the 
eduoatioa of poreons ef color; end to provide for i t e proper 
IhVPOfBmomt", la Acta of the Legislature. Regular Session, 
1880, p. 110 - 111. 
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Southern University served additionally as s High 

Sohool aad Normal School for the oolored boys and g i r l s of 

tho State. Individuals who had completed elementary school 

aad who could successfully pees an entrance examination were 

admitted. The President of the Faeulty etated la his report 

of March 15, 1908, thet "since the time of the f i r s t gradu­

ation i a the school—fifteen years ago—aad Including the 

present cession, ( . . . ) f i f t y - t w o pupils oompleted the Normal 
13 oourae to be teaohera". 

Although most southerners tead to cr i t i c i ze the 

Reconstruction Period, the ere following i t wae equally as 

bsd. Although Federal intervention into State affairs 

during the Recountruction Period greatly dlapleeeed the 

eouthera gentlemen, i t did not preclude the f e e t that pro­

gress wes made, but rather I t wae a contributing factor. 

Thomaa H. Herrie, who later beoaae State Superintendent of 

Pablio Idueatloo, apoke of the period from 1880 to 1904, as 

s "dreary waste l a Louisiana*a educational hietory".1* 

18 State Department of Iduoation of Louisiana, 
ga»Mrtfl.R«gggb of.the State Superintendent of Publio Iduca. 
t i oa . 1900-1901. "Report of President of Faculty. Southern 
Univereity and A and M College", Baton Rouge, published by 
Authority, 1908, p. 155. 

14 Thomaa H. Harria, The Story of Public Fdu cation 
In Lpttlolana. Hew Orleans, Delgado Trade Sohool, 1924, 
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Three faotors characterized thie period: poverty, 

lack of State and pariah leadership, and the abs nee of 

sultabls Isgislstion. Superintendent Harris slaboratsd upon 

thea aa followas 

Poverty was very real and widespread throughout 
tho State. The war soars wsre deep and long in 
healiag. It was easy to talk about the need of sohool 
funds, but another matter to pay taxes when men ex­
perienced great difficulty la providing food and 
clothing for their families(...). 

A ssooad influence of equal importance was the 
lack of State and parish leadership. Ths offioe of 
State luporintendent was political. The State Superin­
tendent wae aelected for geographical and political 
reasons. He was expected to odd strength to ths 
tloket of which he was a part. 

Tho office of pariah superintendent was pursly 
politioaK...). The parish superintendents during 
most of tho period were peld #800.00 a yssr. Men 
were eeleoted who needed even that little salary, and 
who brought political otrength to their faction in 
the parlsh(...)• But they were not, and could not be 
educational leaders, and ae a result the public 
aohool ideaa grew slowly and painfully. 

A third obstacle to progrees was ths absence of 
sultabls legislation. With the horrors of reconstruc­
tion graft freah la mind, the legialature tied the 
strings that bound the public puree in 'hard knots'. 
It refused to make liberal State appropriations for 
the sohools, and it draw back for a long time from 
requiring police Juries and city eouncllo to set ,, 
aside a definite minimum for publio sohool support. 

It appears, however, that State authorities were less 

concerned with theee matters, by which they oould improve 

their own condltlone, than they were with ensuring racial 

segregation. 

15 Harria, Op. Clt.. p. 61-63. 
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8. United States Supreme Court Sanctions Racial 
Segregation. 

In tho year 1896, another obstacle was plaood ia the 

path of tho Hogro in Louisiana which prolonged his struggle 

for better educational f ac i l i t i e s . It came ae a reeult of 

tho doeioion rendered by the United Statea Supreme Court in 

tho oaso of f i f th / Torsus FfTfiWW*16 In his case, Plessy 

challenged the validity of the Louisiana segregation lews. 

Although It waa ia the realm of tranaportatioa, i t s sffect 

was f e l t la al l phaaas of l i f e la Louisiana. 

Act Ho. 111.1 7 pssaod by the General Aseembly of the 

State of Louisiana in 1890, provided for separate railway 

carriages for white and colored recos. I t alao afforded 

authority to the officers of passsnger treino to assign each 

passenger to the coach or eompartmsat aaeigned for the reoe 

to whioh ho or shs belonged and gave them the power to refuse 

to carry on the train passengers refusing to oooupy tho 

coach or compartment assigned to them. Railway companies 

wars not to be held liable for refusing to osrry thess 

persons; and parsons Insisting on entering s coach or 

16 "Ex Ports Plsssy, December 19, 1892", in the 
Southern Reporter. Tol. 11, 1893, p. 948-951. 

17 Stete of Louiaiana, "Aot No. 111. An Act: To 
promote the oomfort of passengers on railway tralna", ia 
Acts of the Legislature. Regular Session, 1890, p. 152-154. 
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comportment other than tho one assigned to them would be 

subjeot to fine and lmprieonment. 

Ploaay contended thet thia Act was in direct viola­

tion of his olvll righto under ths Thirteenth and Fourtssnth 

Amendments to tho Constitution of the United States. The 

case was first argued in the Supremo Court of the state of 

Louisiana on December 19, 1898.10 

Receiving an unfavorable decision, Plessy carried hia 

case op to tho Supremo Court of the United States. Ths 

oass waa argued on April 13, 1896, and the opinion of the 

Court handed down by Mr. Juatioe Browa on Msy 18, 1696. Al­

though many eecondary argumenta were advanced, ho ateted 

that "thia eaao turaa upon the oonetitutionality of en net of 

the General Aeaambly of ths State of Louisiana, passed la 

1890, providing for eoparate railway oarriagee for the white 
19 

and oolored races". 

Tho opinion of tho Court was that ths civil rights 

of tho plaintiff wore not violated and the Aot of tho 

Louiaiana Legislature in question waa not contrary to the 

diotates of tho Thirteenth nor Fourteenth Amendments of the 

United Statea Constitution. 

18 "Ix Parte Plessy, Dscember 19, 1892", OP. Pit.. 
p. 948-951. 

19 J.O. Banoroft Davla, Reporter, "Plessy versus 
Fergueon, Kay 18, 1896", in United Statea Reports. Tol. 163, 
1896, p. 140. 
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la explaining the opinion of the Court, Mr. Jostles 

Brown stated: 

We consider tho underlying fallacy of the 
plaintiff»s argument to consist in the assumption 
that the enforced separation of the two recce stamps 
ths colored raoe with a badge of inferiority. If 
this bo so, it is not by reason of anything found in 
ths est, but solely because the colored race ohooees 
to put that construction upon It. The argument 
necessarily assumes that if, as has b en more than 
oace the ease, and it ia not unlikely to be so again, 
the colored raoe should become the dominant power in 
tho state legislature, and ehould enact a law in pre­
cisely similar terms, it would thereby relegate the 
white race to an inferior poeitlon. Wo imagine that 
the white race, at least, would not acquissee in this 
assumption. The argument aleo assumes that soelsl 
prejudices may be overcome by legislation, and that 
equal rights cannot be sscured to the Hegro exoept 
by an enforced commingling of the two raoes. Ws 
cannot accept thia proposition. If ths two raoes 
are to moot upoa terms of social equality, it muat 
be the result of natural affinitiee, a mutual appre­
ciation of each other*o merita and a voluntary oonsent 
of individuals.10 

Discussing racial and social differences, Mr. Justice 

Brown continued: 

Legislation la powerless to eradicate reals! 
Instincts based upon physloal differences, and ths 
attempt to do so can only result in accentuating the 
difficulties of the present situation. If ths civil 
sad political rights of both receo bo equal one 
cannot bs inferior to the other civilly or politi­
cally. If one raoe be inferior to the other sooially, 
the Conetitution of the United Statea cannot put them 
upon the same piano .81 

80 Davla, On. Pit., p. 351-558. 

81 Ibid. 
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Thus by the deeielon rendered in the oase of Plessy 

versus Ferguson la 1896, Fsderal sanction was given to the 

practice of racial die crimination which had prevailed without 

Is gal approbation in the southern etatee i ince Reconstruc­

tion. In evaluating the decision rendered, it must bs re­

membered that the opinion of the Court was based upon the 

assumption thet civil end political equality would exist. 

Mr. Justice Brown did not accept the proposition that equel 

righta could be secured for the Hegro only by the commingling 

of the races. 

Ths State of Louisiana was quick to teke advantage 

of this ruling in order to legalize its rapidly developing 

dual system of publie education. In 1698 another Constitu­

tion was adoptad whioh did not only permit separate sohools 

for whites end Hegroes by sot mentioning it, thereby letting 

the decision to local authorities, as did the Constitution 

of 1679; but rather, in Artlole 246 it distinctly spelled 

out racial discrimination. It required that: 

There shall be free public schools for the white 
aad colored races, eeparately established by the 
General Assembly, throughout the State, for the educa­
tion of ell the children of the State between the 
ages of six and eighteen years: provided, thet where 
kindergarten sohools exlet, ohildron between the ages 
of four and six may be admitted into s*id schoole.2* 

88 Constitution of tSo State of Louisiana of 1898. 
Baton Rouge, published by Authority, 1898, p. 104. 
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In view of the State's financial shortage and the 

difficulty In collecting taxes, it ie hard to understand 

how State authorltiea could permit the added burden incum­

bent upon the State Treasury by trying to maintain two 

parallel systems of educetion under the same administrative 

authority. 

Separate but equal may have been the intention of 

the law. However, when placed into the hands of those who 

were to execute it, the spirit v»as entirely lost. 

The Superintendent reported that: 

The enrollment for the year 1900 above e loss of 
11,188, this reduction is in the roll of the oolored 
ehildren. The felling off Is to be partly aooounted 
for by the unusual prevalence of smallpox, and pro­
bably by the increased demand during the year for 
field lebor, resulting from ths snhanoed value of 
cotton and other agricultural products of the State. 
Moreover the lets census ef the United States shows 
s diminution in the number of colored population of 
the State, and this reduction in ths number of 
colored pupils in the schools is no doubt o corrobora­
tion of the result of the oenaus.23 

Notwithstanding the fact that there was a decrease 

in the oolored population of the State, the percentage of 

enrolment of white children, bassd upon the number of white 

eduoables was fifty-nine per cent for the year 1900 and 60* 

for the year 1901 while the percentage of colored pupils 

83 State Department of Education of j-ouisiana, 
jlennlal Report of the State Superintendent of Public 

t, Op. Clt. , p. 4. TLllt!13t)JawM«^Mr«? 
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waa 8TJ» and 40* for the years 1900 and 1901 respect ively . 2 4 

There exlated an inverse relationship between the 

economy of the State end the education of colored children. 

As the agricultural produote of the St* to increased In 

value the oolored children were taken out of school to 

supply the necessary f ie ld labor. This was true for aany 

years partioulnrly in the rural parishes where agriculture 

was the leading Industry. If f ield hands vere neadel colored 

ohildren were not permitted to attend school. They remained 

home and worksd. In cases where they were allowed to attend 

sohool, the school year was planned In terms of the growing 

season of the crops. In many parishes the school year was 

divided to f a c i l i t a t e these children's labors. 

The Tact that the oolored children seemed to be 

more affected by the prevalence of smallpox than the whits 

children also appears to be s ignif icant . 

Having a lower financial status and the equivalent 

conditions of housing and health protection, i t Is not hard 

to understand why the disease placed a heavier t o l l upon 

the colored group. 

84 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
aiaanla^ Report of the State Superintendent of Public Bduoa 
t lonTl900-1901. 00. C i t . . p. 3 . 
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The State of Louisiana subsequently adopted other 

Constitutions in 1911 s 9 and 1981 . S o Their educational pro­

vis ions , In regard to separation of the raoes, were sub­

stant ia l ly the same as those included in the Constitution 
27 

of 1898. All «cre based on the decision rendered in the 

eese of Plessy versus Ferguson. *" 

3. Agencies Which Assisted Education for Hegroes. 

Publio education of the Hegro was not left to rely 

oa the State alone. At the darkest moments there have been 

those charitable and self-sacrificing agendoe and individuals 

who, with a oomplete disregard for financial gaina and social 

approval, have come to the fore and spearheaded a movement 

for the uplifting of the lesa fortunate. 

Noteworthy among these agencies *ere the Louisiana 

Edueation Association, originally the Louisiana Colored 

Teaohere Association, the Slater Fund, the Anna T. Jeenes 

Foundation, and the Julius Rosenwsld Fund. Though private 

25 Constitution of the State of Louisiana of 1913. 
fiPoJ&l., p. 81-81. 

26 Constitution of the State of Louisiana of 1921. 
with all Amenlaents UP to 1930. OP. Clt.. p. 243-247. 

27 Constitution of ths State of Louisiana of 1898. 
On. Pit., p. 104. 

28 Davis, On. Clt.. p. 540. 
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ageaciea, they made outetending contributions. In order to 

pressat a true picture of the development of public edueation 

for Hegroee, the assistance of these agencies cannot go 

unnoticed. 

a) The Louiaiana Sdueatioa Association.- With ths 

tarn of the oentury Hegro eduoatore began to realize that 

in order to maintain the progress ef the race, they them­

selves had to take a more active part in promoting i t s 

development. How this was accomplished i s given in the 

following paragraphs taken from the Louisiana Education 

Assocta^on Journal,: 

Messrs. J .B. Lafargus, J.W. Hunter and a few of 
their courageouo fellow educators mst in Alexandria 
beak la 1901, with the oonvlotlon that If they were 
to make their greatest contribution to education, they 
had to bo united. Thoy realized then that only through 
th is ooheslveness would they be able to survive and 
move eduoatioa end freedom forward. 

Three basic purposes motivated these pioneers to 
come together end organize the (L.C.T.A.) L . K . A . Ae 
professionals, thoy were sens i t ive of the fac t that 
their f i r s t responsibil ity was ths enhancement of 
professionalism among the teaehere of Louiaiana. In 
the second place, they realized that i f teaehere and 
atudeata were to perform up to their optimum potential*, 
that tho organization had to promote a dynamic program 
of pupil-teacher welfare. Final ly , thoy knew that 
the simple coming together—the exchange of c i v i l i t i e s 
—Just meeting—would promote a olimate for growth and 
well being.89 

89 J.K. Haynes, "From the Executive Secretary*a 
Deck-Sixty Yeare of History Challenge Us Today", The 
Louisiana Education Association Journal. Tol. 40, Ho. 6, 
Hoveaber 1961, p . 4. 
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The Louisiana Iduoation Assooistlon hss grown from 

thia Infant la 1901 to a dynamic institution today compris­

ing some ton thousand professionals determined to move 

edaeatioa and freedom forward. It has assisted la the 

growth of public oduoetion in Louiaiana at such Institutions 

so Orambllng College, Southern Univereity end other special 

schools; It haa foatered the equalisation of salaries, the 

acquisition of improved facilities including transportation. 

It has supported improvements with regarda to pupll-teeeher 

ratio, earriculum, toeoher competence and the gonerel organi­

zation, supervision aad administration of our schools. It 

sponsors top level professional conferences, publishes ths 

L.E.A. Journal, aad haa organized oredlt unions for its 

members. Hsosnt projeets which it haa undertaken are L.E.A.*e 

Pilot Project, "Improving Motivation and Achievement in 

Louisiana Schools"; s program for the gifted and talented; 

Citizenship Sduoation; a Protection Plan for Teaehere; and 

Iaveatmont Services.*** 

b) The Slater Fund.- In 1888, John F. Slater of 

Horwleh, Connecticut, gave to a board of ten trustees oae 

million dellara, the income of whioh wae to be used to 

30 J.K. Haynes, "Froa the Exeeutlve Secretary»e Deak-
L.E.A.: Its Purposes, Progress, Problems sad Projections", 
The Louisiana ?ducation Association Journal. Tol. 40, Ho. 6, 
February 1962, p. 6-7. 
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promote tho education of the Hegro In the south. He was 

instrumental in aeouriag the services of Rutherford B. Hayes, 

who had just returned from the presidency of the United 

Statea, aa the first chairman of the beard. 

In its serly years of exlstenoe tho Fund's greatest 

aseistance was in paying salaries for manual training or 

industrial teachers. Although It did not advance Negro 

education too much, tho Influence of ite highly reepeeted 

board membere prevented Hegro oduoetion from receiving too 

much of a eet beck at ths time when many southern whites 

felt that money epent on Hegro education was money wssted 

aad advantages of which the white child waa being deprived. 

By 1910, one of the ohlef oonoerne of the Slater 

Fund became the edueation of Hegro rural teachers In s sys­

tem of County Training Schoole. Slnoe the better educa­

tionally prepared teeohere did not go into the rural areas, 

if tho oountlea wanted more proficient teachers it wae 

neoeaeary that thoy train them themselves. 

Certain requirements were placed upoa schools re­

ceiving grants from the Slater Fund. The sohool property 

aaat boloag to the State, county, or dlatriet end the school 

auot be a part of tho public school system. The Stete, 

oounty, or district must appropriate at leaet seven hundred 

and fifty dollara for salarlss. The teaching must reseh the 



EDVCAfflOH WITH THE EETURH OF HOME RULE 108 

eighth grade level with tho intention of Increasing it to 

two years of high school as soon so possible.2® 

For twenty-two yeare the Slater Fund rendered out­

standing asslsteaoe to the County Training Schools of 

Loulsisna. By 1937, it abandoned its efforte exoept for a 

little aid given to the sohool building program. 

o) The Anas T. Jeanee Foundation.- In 1907, the 

Anna T. Jeamea Foundation was eetabllehed to carry out the 

terms of s boqaoat of #1,000,000 by Mice Anna T. Jeanee. 

Fooling thet the large urban aehoole wore not wanting for 

assist fin oe, Mies Jeanee* Intention waa to help tho email 

rural school. 

How this waa to be accomplished was aot readily 

apparent. County superintendents had wrlttsn to the Board 

ef Trustees seeking eld for their colored schools. Theee 

letters were weloemed since it wae realised thet la order 

to achieve satisfactory results it was necessary that ths 

Board work in eonjunction with local publio school 

authorities. 

It was finally decided that the income of this Fund 

bs used to employ teachers trained in handicrafts, each to 

serve ooverel schoole. Thoy were to work under the super­

vision of tho county euperlntendent, their job being to aid 

aad eaeourago the rural teaehere. A plea similar to this 

hsd worksd in ths larger cities in which Itinerent teeohere 
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of sewing end woodwork assisted ssveral sohools on certain 

daya and an adaptation ef this idea was considered preetlcal 

for tho rural areas. 

Iberville Parish in Louisiana was the flret to put 

this plea into effect. Mr. L.T. Messiek was Superintendent, 

and the flret teacher to be thus employed end paid by the 

Jeanes Fund was Mrs. M.L. Sorrell. She reoelved #48.50 a 

month for eight months. The sohool at ̂ laoqueeine, the 

pariah seat, served as her headquarters. Shs worked there 

two days im the week, devoting the other three days to fivs 

schools wlthia fairly eesy reach. During ths 1908-1909 

seesloa, fifty or mere exteaolon teachers were gradually 

plaood end began their work. 

Thoy introduced into the smell oounty schools slmpls 

homo industries, gave talks on sanitation and cleanliness, 

promoted the improvement of the sohool house and grounds, 

aad organised clubs for the betterment of the community. 

Dr. Jamea K. DllUrd was elected ^resident and 

Director of the Board at its first regular meeting on Feb­

ruary 89, 1908. The aueeeee of their work throughout the 

south is due to hie untiring efforts end leaderehlp; to the 

efficient State agents connected with the state departmente 

51 James H. Dillard, "Fourteen Tears of ths Jeanee 
Fund, 1909-1983", South Atlantic Quarterly. Tol. 22, Ho. 3, 
lssus of July 1923, p. 196-197. 
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Of education and to the Indefatigable efforte of Mr. B.C. 

Caldwell and Dr. W.T.B. Williams who were T>T, Dillard's 

assistants. 

d) The Roseawald Fund.- The Julius Roeenwald Fund, 

created in 1917, cooperated with other agencies throughout 

the south rendering Its assistance xhere needed. 

In southern education, however, the Fund stressed a 

four-fold program, namely, constructing sohoolhouses for 

rural Hegroee, providing library services, assisting in 

tsscher training, and developing strategic centers of higher 
38 

learning for Hegroee. 

It wae very difficult to enlist the support of the 

community end loeel offiolala In raising funds to meet the 

stipulations set forth*by the Roeenwald Fund. The State 

ageata who eupervised the teek, however, cen be given credit 

for accomplishing a reaarkable feat. The fact thet the 

eehoole were celled Roeenwald Schoole led to the belief thet 

thoy were paid for entirely by the Fund. Thia kept eritlciem 

of the eohool officials to e minimum. Considering the 

bulldiag, grounds and equipment the average contribution 

38 Edwin R. SmJbrss and Julia Taxman, Investment in 
People. The Storr of tho Jullao Roeenwald Fund. New York. 
1949, p•37. 
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made by the Fund usually amounted to &bout one-sixth ths 
33 total eost . 

In the State of Louiaiana the Fund contributed 

#1,781,506 towards the building of four hundred and thirty-

f ive sohools for Hegroee with a to ta l capacity of 51,235 

pupils. 

4 . Summary. 

With the removal of Federal troopa from the State of 

Louieiene the deelre of separating the races, whioh had been 

long harbored by many people, gradually became a reality. 

Mr. Luaher wae again placed in office as State Superintendent 

ef Publio Education. He encouraged local author it lee to 

Ignore Artioles 155 end 136 of the Constitution aad to pro­

vide separate sshools for whites and Hegroee as they deemed 

neeossery. 

Mr. Luaher kept his position as the local agent of 

tho Peebody Fund. Since the raoes were now separated, ho 

diverted a portion of Louiaiana'a allotment to the aohoola 

for Hegroee. 

Im 1879, a now Constitution was adoptsd. Artioles 

I M and 186 were omitted and Article 284, whioh provided 

33 B*L. Smith, Builders of Goodwill. Hashvills, 
Tennessee Book Company, 1950, p. 119-180. 

34 Kmbree, OP. Clt., p. 37. 
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schools for a l l ehildren between the ages of s ix and eighteen, 

bat etated nothing concerning mixing of the races, was 

written in their place. This Constitution alao provided for 

the eetabliehment of a university, in the c i t y of Hew Orleans, 

for the higher education of persons of color. 

Southern University, beeides granting degrees In 

Arts and Letters, served as a high sohool and a Normal school 

for the Hegro boys and g ir l s of ths State. Louisiana had 

thus advanced a step further by providing a State-supported 

toaoher-training inatltution for i t s prospective oolored 

educators. This would serve to supplement the number of 

oolored teachers trained in the excellent private Institutlono 

of the State. 

Raolal segregation became firmly implanted in 

Louisiana in 1396. Ths United States Supreme Court concurred 

with the deoislon of the State Supreme Court in the case of 

fIffIT veraua ParftUBOft, by upholding the val idity of 

Louisiana*s segregation laws concerning transportation. Ths 

State took advantage of this rationale for separating the 

reeos and, in 1898, adopted another Constitution which aade 

eoparate schools for whites and Hegroes mandetory. 3ubse-

quent Constitutions embodying similar provisions were written 

i a 1913 and 1921. I t must bs remembered, however, that the 

basis ef the Supreme Court deoislon wes the ossuaption that 

o i v l l sad po l i t i ca l squality would prevail . 
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Gomin* to the aid of the ^egro were severel profes­

sional and philanthropic organizations whose leadership and 

financial asslstanoe greatly promoted education for Hegroee. 

The Louisiana Oolored Teachers Association, whioh later be­

came the Louisiana Education Association, was organised in 

1901. This organisation has assisted in promoting profes­

sionalism emong Hegro educators. County training sohools 

for the education of Hegro rural teachers were organized by 

tho Slater Fund. The Anna T. Jeanes Foundation Mred 

itinerant teachers, trained in handicrafts, whose duties 

were to a s s i s t the teachers in eeveral small rural schools. 

Later the Roeenwald Fund cooperated with other agencies by 

giving financial *ssiettmoe where needed but i t also atreaaod 

a rural eohool building program. 

Tho following chapter wi l l trace the development of 

segregated public edueation for Hegroes aad Investigate the 

conelderetlon aiven, In Louisi<m*, to c i v i l and po l i t loa l 

equality, the beelc propoeltlon underlying the Segregation 

Deoislon of the United Statee Supreme Court. 



CHAPTER IT 

SKPARATK BUT (HOT) KOIAL BDUCATIOH 

l a the preceding chapter I t has been 99«n how the 

desire to provide separate aohools for Kegroea gradually be­

came a rea l i ty l a the State of Louisiana. This separation 

waa sanctioned by tho United States Supreme Court providing 

equality oxlotod. Several egenolee which rendered guidance 

end f laaaeial eaeistanoe to aohools for Hegroes have also 

beea considered. 

This shapter w i l l discuss thess inequalit ies whioh 

oxlated la oplto of the stipulations required for separation 

of the raceo laid down by tho Supremo Court and the aid whioh 

philanthropic organisations afforded to aohools for Negroes. 

Camparieons wi l l be made botwoea eduoatioa provided for white 

children and that provided for Hegroes from the yssr 1900 

unti l 1945. 

The status of education was examined at three mala 

points during thie period. I t was examined l a 1900 in order 

to determine whether or not tho two systerna started oa aa 

equal basic. I t waa found that edueation for Hegroee waa 

considerably inferior to that provided for white ohildron. 

Twenty-five yeare l a t e r , in 1988, conditions wore inves t i ­

gated ag>aia. I t wss f e l t that th is was an adequate period of 

time for tho two systems to become equal. 
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In 1945 World War II ended. After fighting abroad 

for the preservation of the free world, the Hegro soldier 

woo aot satisfied to return home to Louisiana and continue 

with hie second claes status. His militant uttitude, con­

trolled by law aad order, waa now directed towards securing 

equality for hia own people. Bduoatlon waa an area in which 

hia efforte were necessary. Aa laveetigatlon waa made of 

the educational el suction In 1945, just prior to the start 

of the many civic end legal prooeduree which the Hegro 

employed in an effort to gala equality ia eduoatioa. 

The inequalities considered have been divided into 

four oatogorioo. Section one will diecuss thoss Insqualitiss 

pertaining to pupila. Section two will consider the differ­

ences la curricula offerings. Section three pertaina to 

teaching personnel. Section four will investigate Inecmali-

tlea in aohool buildluge. Section five will summarize tho 

chapter. 

1. The Pupil. 

Slaee tho oatire oduoetloaal eyetem le developed for 

tho good of the ohild, It la quite fittiag thet in thie flret 

section the proportion of the white and Hegro eduoable popu­

lation resolving the benefite of an education should be 

considered. 
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There wae a total of 404,757 eduoable ohildren la 

the St&te in 1900. Of these, 199,930 were aembere of the 

Hogro raoe. The number of Negro children enrolled in the 

publio schools, however, amounted to 64,803 or 32 par cent 

of the eduoable population.1 

Superintendent Calhoun said that there was s loss of 

11,186 in the Hegro enrolment from the previous year. The 

reduotion was attributable partly to the unusual prevalenoe 

of smallpox and partly to ths Increased demand for f ie ld 

labor, due to the Increased value of cotton and other agri­

cultural producte. Aleo, there woe a reduetioa la tho Hegro 

population of tho Stete and this would hsvs i t s sffacte upon 

sohool enrolment figures for Hegro children.£ 

The fact that the oolored children were more affooted 

by tho prevalence of smallpox thaa the white ohildron eeeme 

to beer eome significance. Having s lower financial ststus 

and ths equivalent condltlone of housing aad health protec­

t ion , I t la not d i f f i cu l t to understand why the dlaeeae 

plaood e heavier t o l l upon the colored population. 

Alao, an inverse relationship existed between the 

economy of the State end oduoetion for Hegro ohildron. The 

1 State Department of Eduoatlon of Louisiana, 
Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of ?ubllp iduoa­
tion for 1900-1901. Baton Rouge, published by Authority. 
1908, p . 46. 

8 I b i d . . p . 4 . 
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higher the velue of agricultural produots rose, ths greater 

became the demand for f ie ld hands, and inoreasing numbers 

of Hegro ohildron were taken out of aohool to supply this 

labor. 

Notwithstanding other causes or the reduetioa in 

the to ta l Hegro population, education for Hegro ehildren in 

1900 only reached thirty-two per oent of the edusable Hegro 

population. 

By tho 1984-25 sohool session, Loulsisna hsd become 

fa ir ly stabil ised from her participation in World War I . 

Thomas K. Harris wss now Stats Superintendent of Publie 

Eduoatioa. In his Report for tho Session 1984-858 ho l i s t ed 

241,706 Hegro eduoablee la the State of whioh only 137,000 

were attending pablio eehoole, leaving 105,000 who were not 

enrolled in any eohool. 

Ho accountlag ia given of tho number of Hegro ohi l ­

dron attending private sohools. Slnoe this number was vary 

small, however, i t lo quite possibls that thsy era rsprsssntsd 

by tho difference of 706 which io unaooounted for ia 

Superintendent Harria* flgarea. 

Although i t was admitted by Superintendent Harria 

that theee figureo were not r9Tf inepiring i f the Department 

1 > Annuel Report of the State Department of 
Bduo&tlon, for f*ff Sooelon 1984-88. OP. Cl t . . 1926. p. 38. 
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of Education were real ly concerned with the queetion of pro­

viding instruction for e l l Hegro children, he f e l t that 

aatiafactory progress waa being made s ince, in 1900, the 

publie eohools reached only 32 per cent; in 1980 i t reached 

U per centj and for the l a s t aeaaion i t reached 56 per oont 

or a l i t t l e bettor than half of tho Hegro population. 

I t would appear that much progress hed boon made la 

terms of the reaehiag offeota of education for Hegroee by 

1945. 

Hogro edueables la the Stete numbered 889,177. There 

wore 161,551 enrolled for tho 1944-41 eohool aeaaion in 

pablio oohoolo and approximately 18,969 enrolled in private 

eehoole; or 71.1 per eont of tho Hegro edueabloo were earolled 

la the publio oohoolo aad 8.8 per eeat ia the private sshoolo 

respectively, giving a total of 79.4 per oeat of tho Hogro 

ohildrem receiving the benefito of an education.4 

Thoee figureo appear to so quite enooaraging unti l 

one iaveetlgatee the reaching ef fects of educe t ioa among tho 

white ohildrem during tale eamo period. 

Of tho 804,887 white eduoebleo la the State im 1900, 

180,178 wore earolled la school. Education reeched f ifty-nine 

4 . Ninety-Sixth Annual Report for tse Session 
1944-45. Bulletin No. 588. OP. C l t . . 1945. p. 44 and 77. 
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per cent of the white eduoablee es compared to thirty-two 

per oeat of tho Hogro eduoablee when the two systems 

started. 

In 1985 there were 359,930 white edueables in tho 

Stete . Two hundred and s ix ty - f lvs thousand or 74 per oent 

wore enrolled in tho publio eehoole. Private sohools 

accounted for approximately 40,000 ehildren, leaving a 

belaaoe of approximately 50,000. Superintendent Harria 

f e l t safe to assume that practloally a l l of these 50,000 

children were graduated from high aehoole or had attended 

pablio or private aehoole for one or more years. He f e l t 

that there wae no need for conoera about providiag aohooling 

for white ohildron because eehoole were available to preotl-

oally a l l white children in the S t a t e . 0 

For the eaao period, although Saperintendent Harris 

reel1sod that the percentage of Hogro odueeblee enrolled in 

aohools was rather low, he was quite eatlafiod with the pro-

gross whioh tho schools for Hegroee made l a extending eduea­

tion to tho population. Aa aa olooted publio o f f i c i a l , whoss 

duty I t wss to see that the law wae followed, Superintendent 

5 , Biennial R«bort of the State Superinten­
dent of Public l d u e a l n r ? o r 1965-1961. OP. Clt. . nl 44*. 
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Harria showed so moral responsibi l i ty to ensure separate 

but equal education for the two raoes. 

By 1945, although there was a substantial increase 

over tho f i f t y - e i x per cent of Hegro edueables enrolled In 

sohool in 1985, the figure now having reached 79.4 per oent, 

i t wee s t i l l aot satisfactory when one remembers that, 

taking Into consideration public and private sohools, educa­

tional f a c i l i t i e s of some type were available to the total 

white population sines 1985. 

Public sohool finances, Including receipts and dle-

borsements, for the year 1900 had not as yet been classif ied 

as those pertaining to Negroes and those pertaining to white 

ehildren. 

By 1985, however, thie aeparatlon had been made. The 

coot of educating each child in the sohools for Negroes 

amounted to only $8.33 for the preceding eeeeion. Superin­

tendent Harria contended that thie low cost was dus to ths 

short session in theee schools and the low salaries paid to 
7 

Hegro teachers. Ho dist inction was made between the 

elementary sohools and the few high eohools in exletence. 

The coot of educating esoh Hegro pupil rose consider­

ably by 1945. I t amouated to #34.06 for the sess ion . 8 

7 , Annual Report of tho Stete Department of 
Education for the Session 1924-1985. Pp. Cl t . . p. 14. 

8 , Kl^oty-SAxth AnnueJ, Josmrb, f «f v** 
Session 1944-45. Bulletin No. 585. OP. C l t . . p. 78. 



8KPARATK BUT (HOT) Ê UAL EDUCATION 181 

For the 1984-88 sohool sess ion, i t cost 838.84 to 

provide instruotloa for eaoh child enrolled in the elemen­

tary schools for white children aad $85.70 for each one 

instructed In the high sohools. Combining the white 

elementary and high school children, the per capita coat 

waa #48.37. Superintendent Harria f e l t that "the cost i s as 

small aa ehould be expected or aa la scoured in any other 

state that attempts to offer iaatruotlen on en e f f ic ient 

basis". 9 

Aeoordiag to Superintendent Harria' reasoning, tho 

#6.33 per capita cost in the sohools for Hegroee for thie 

eame period muet have truly beea an indication of Inefficient 

instruction. 

By tho 1944-45 eohool sess ion, the per capita, coot 

in tho sohools for white ohildron had risen to #113.30. Com­

paring thie to the per capita coot of #34.06 exist ing in ths 

sohools for Hegroes, ons s t i l l finds no semblance of 

equal i ty . 1 0 

Thua, when comparing the educational eyetem provided 

for white ehildren and thet provided for Kegroea, l a terma 

of tho pupila, equality did aot ex is t in the percentage of 

9 , Annual Report of the SUTf poparfosnt of 
Education for the Session 1924-1981. OP. Cl t . . p. 14. 

10 , Niso^y-^xth Annual Resort for the 
Session 1944-48. Bulletin No. PSS. OP. C l t . . n. 78. 
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the eduoable population reached and the per capita cost of 

oduoatloa in the two systems. 

8 . Ths Curriculum. 

The inequal i t ies which existed la the curriculum ia 

the schools for white ohildron and thoee for Hegroes were 

aot ao much la the differenceo in tho planned program of 

studios as It wss ia the sbsenoe of courses in the eehoole 

for Hegroes due to the limited f a c i l i t i e s provided and the 

general philosophy underlying the education of whitee and 

that of Hegroes. 

Although i t i s accepted that the school curriculum 

should be patterned to neet the neede of the indivlduala i t 

w i l l aerve, the curriculum In the sohools for Hegroes not 

only mot their neede but i t a lso assisted in melntelning tho 

servile s ts tus which the race occupied. 

Thie foot was attested to by Superintendent Harris 

when hs said that* 

Those in charge of Hegro education do not lose 
eight of the emvlroamont in whioh Negroes are required 
to l i ve and work, and to the extent of their abi l i ty 
thoy are attempting to equip the Hegro ehildren to 
work suooessfully In their envlronment.il 

L i t t l e consideration was given, in the sohool program, 

to thoee sabjeeto which would enable the Hegro to greduslly 

http://envlronment.il
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change his living conditions or the type of work which he 

performed. The Hegro wae being trained for social useful­

ness, so that he oould more proficiently perform the tasks 

required of him by his whits employers. 

Superintendent Harris stated.* 

Ths Hsgro schools provide as much industrial work 
ss conditions warrant. Thousands of the Hegro 
ehildren attending the publio eohools are enrolled 
in the different Industrial cluba, and largo numbers 
of Hegro sohools provide prsotioal work in agricul­
ture, shop, domsstlo science, etc.18 

s) High Schools.- Emphasis on curricula development 

first oeourred in the high sohools. Although several efforte 

had been mads to standardize the ourrioulum in the high 

schools for white ohildron It waa aot until 1908 that it 

waa plaood upoa a sound basis. This is attributable to the 

efforte of Dr. 8.B. Weber, who waa brought to Louialaaa froa 

Pennsylvania aa the flret inspector of high sohools. (tee of 

his first tasks waa to visit the approved high schools 

so that he oould gain a knowledge of educational conditions 

in the State. 

Three courses wsrs offsred in the high sohools; 

namely, literary, commercial, end agriculture. The literery 

course waa deaigaed for thoee students who planned to enter 

college. The eommerolel course was planned for thoee 

18 ~ . — — , Annual Report of the State Depart.-.ent of 
Education for the Session 1924-1985. Op. Clt.. p. 39. 
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etudente whoso desirs was to go into busineea or some fosmof 

commercial life. Students who were interested in going into 

agriculture, one of the moet profitable industries in the 

Stete, reoelvod their background training in the course in 

Dr. Weber listed the literary course as the one moet 

widely offered in tho high eehoole. With the limited 

availability of teaching personnel, it was the logical ons 

to follow la the smaller high schools. A student completing 

this course would be eligible to enter any institution of 

higher learning in the country having a fifteen unit entrenoe 

standard. 

By 1985, ths State Board of Education adopted tho 

policy of having studante register for e est program of 

studies rather than permitting them to ohoese subjects et 

random. There waa a two-fold parpoaa for dolag thia: flret, 

it would eliminate the probability of students making snap 

judgmsnts ond, secondly, it would ensure tho feet that ell 

graduates hsd a basic knowledge of essential eubjeot matter 

notwithstanding what course thoy pursued. The courses were 

11 • Biennial Report of the State Suporlnton-
dent of Public Eduoatlon for 1908-1909. Op. Clt.. 1910. p.36. 

14 Ibid.. "Seooad Annuel Report of Stete High 
Sohool Inepeeter", p. 281. 
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eo arranged that at the end of the eophomoro year a etudant 

could change from any one of tho Industrial or business 

courses to ths gsneral or college preparatory course and 

s t i l l receive the neoeaeary credits to enter c o l l e g e . 1 5 

further progreeo In tho high sohool ourrioulum 

included additional coureee in home economies, ausio, 

health and physical education, end trade end industrial 

eduoatioa. State supervisors wsre provided for eaeh of 

those coureee. Their dutieo oonoleted in planning, develop­

ing, and administering their reepeotive dleelplinea. 

In order to offcot a oleaer coordination botwoea the 

varioua departmente of tho high eohool, In 1939, Superinten­

dent Harria appelated Dr. C.L. Barrow to the position of 

high aohool supervisor and coordinator of instruction. 

The white people of the State placed e greet value 

upon high aohool edueation aad were doing everything in 

their power to avail their children of i t e advantagee. The 

number of high aehoole for white children lnereaeed froa 

thirty-two in 1900 to 316 in 1985. A good high eohool was 

within reaoh of every white ohild la Louialaaa aad the 

courooa of ina truetioa aot the beet etandarde prove1ling in 

tho country. AH teaching was in tho hands of college 

trained ins tructors . 1 0 

15 , Annuel Report of the a tat e Department of 
Education for the Sasilon 1984-1985. On. C l t . . p. 41-48. 

1* Ibid. 
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About thia time educators throughout the state 

became intorootod la seeking to heve their eohools approved 

by the Southern Association of Collegea and Secondary 

Soboola. Tho staadarda of thie organisation were much more 

rigid than thoee sot by the Louiaiana State Department of 

Eduoatioa. By 1945, 384'high schools aad fourteen junior 

high sohools for white children were approved by the Stete 

Board of Iduoation. Of this number, 134 high schools wsre 

approved by tho Southern Asooelstlon. 

Tho early development of the high eohool curriculum 

wae of little value to Hegro students. Ia 1900, there 

existed no publio high aohools for Hegroee la the State 

except the high aohool department of Southern University. 

Tho expensoo incurred by the State in hiring a high sohool 

inspector, developing various programs of study, sad later 

by hiring supervisors in specific subject matter areas wsrs 

mainly for the benefit of tho white ohildron. 

Although luporintendent Barrio felt that publie 

sentiment waa developing for providing the Hegro with aoade-

mlc instruction, for tho session 1983-84 there were in the 

entire State only four State approved high school for Hegroee. 

They wore looatod at Southern University, Batoa Rouge, 

17 — — — - , Annual Report of the State Department 
of Education for the Session 1924-1985. OP. Clt.. p. 184 md 
191. 
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Ihroveport, and Hew Orleans. Thoy were a l l doing exeellent 

work end turning out superior s tudents . 1 8 

The period from 1923-84 to 1944-45 witnessed an 

inoreaso la the amount of academic training included In the 

curriculum of the oohoolo for Hegroes, John E. Coxo who 

hed now become State Superintendent f e l t , however, that 

horola was sn area whioh required closer study and rsvls ion. 

He etated that: 

Bduoation muat be adapted to the abilities end 
needs of Hegro boys and girls and oust contribute 
to tho Improvement of oomaunity life. Health, 
intellectual, social (moral and spiritual), aad 
emotional development of the child muet constitute 
the basis for an integrated sohool program.19 

Superintendent Coxo regarded the Hegro ae an indivi­

dual and advocated a aohool curriculum ao organized ee to 

promote his optimum development. The idea of training the 

Hogro only for living and working lh hie own environment, 

with no thought of improving hie existing conditions, was 

gradually disappearing. 

Tho number of State approved high schools for Hegroes 

increased to eighty. Hone of thess, however, met the 

etandarde for approval aet by the Southern Association. 

18 — — — - , Annual Report of the State Department 
of Education for the Seeelon 19&S-1924. OP. Clt.. 1984. 

19 — — , Ninety-Sixth Annual Report for the 
Session 1944-48. Bulletin Ho. 585. Qp.lSlt.. P. 1481 
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There were alao four State approved junior high oohoolo or 

eohools doing some high eohool work. 

Theee figures ssem to Indicate considerable progress 

unti l thoy ere contrasted with the 380 State approved four-

year high sohools and fourteen State approved junior high 

schools for white pupils. Ths number of white edueebloo in 

the State at th i s time was only s l l t t l s more then one end 

one-half times the number of Hegro eduoablee end a large 

pereentege of white ehildren wss attending privets high 

sohools.*0 

M.S. Robertson, who spent twsnty yeare In various 

positions with ths Stats Department of Edueation sssmsd to 

think that this inequality in high school development was 

quits satlafactory. He said that: 

This wss to be oxpeoted because i t was only 
natural that the white people who paid most of the 
taxss , owned most of the property, and controlled the 
State government would provide for their ohildron 
before spending muoh money on high school oduoetion 
for Hegroes. ( . . . ) Henee Hegro eduoation wae l e f t to 
t r a i l tho edueation of whitee unt i l s more opportune 
time. 81 

Thus i t would seem that in tsr&s of high school educa­

t ion, the requirement of eoparate but equal wse completely 

disregarded. 

80 , Ninety-Sixth Annual Report for the 
Session 1844-45. Bulletin Ho. 585. OP. C l t . . p . 188-198. 

81 M.S. Robertson, Public Education in Louisiana after 
1896, Baton Rouge, Bureau of Educational Materials and Re-
search, Louisiana State University, 1952, p. 81-88. 
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Although there existed a well developed high sohool 

curriculum, due to tho limited number of high schools for 

Hegroes, i t was not available to s l l Hegro edueables. Also, 

due to the limited financial allotment for high sohools 

for Hegroee, tho high sohool progrsm offsred se t the minimum 

requirements. The inequalit ies whioh existed in the high 

sohool curriculum for Hegroee end whites were therefore 

beeed upon defleienoiee rather than differences. 

b) Elsmontary Sohools.- Ths e«rly curriculum for 

the elementary schools was l i t t l e more than a suggssted l i e t 

of oubjeete to be taught. The amount of time devoted to eeeh 

eubjeot and the extent to which i t would be covered were 

l e f t to the dlsoretion of the pariah superintendent. He in 

turn depended upon tho training and experience of the tea­

ehere whom ho employed for the success of the school program. 

In the smell one-teacher rural sohools the teacher made the 

sohool. There was no formalized school progrsm. 

Ia 1908, Superintendent Calhoun issued a Course of 
28 

Study for Public Schoole. This was a thirty-nine page 

bulletin whioh, in addition to l i s t i n g courses to bs taught 

in gradee one to eleven, also contained a l i s t of textbooks 

with the price of eaoh, and the sohool lawe of Louisiana. 

The moet extensive part of the bul le t in , by far, was the 

88 , Course of Study for Publio Sehoolo. 
Baton Rouge, published by Authority, 1902, 39 p. 
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sohool lows. The list of subjeets, and the extent to which 

thoy were to be covered, for the eleven grades, consumed only 

four pages. 

In 1903, a much more elaborate oouree of study was 

published by Superintendent James B. Aswsll. Bssldee Hat-

lag the subjocto to be taught, this oouree of study eontsined 

suggested ellotmeats, daily schedules, and oourss outlinss. 

Programs for one-toaoher sohools with five grades and with 
23 

eight gradee were heroin considered. 

Probably the first cooperative effort at producing e 

eouree of study for elementary sohools was the one issued by 

Superintendent Harris in 1909. It contained suggested 

sehedulee for: 1) elementary graded sohools; 2) for rural 

aehoole with one teacher in charge of seven grades; 3) for 

rural sohools with ons toeoher in oharge of elx gradesj 

4) for rural eohools with one toaoher in oharge of five 

gradee; 5) for rural schools with one teaehar in charge of 

four gradest and 6) for rural sohools with one teacher la 

oharge of three grades. 

Subjeets offered la the elementary schools included 

reading, language, spelling, writing, arithmetic, geography, 

28 , Course of Study for the Coamon Sohools 
of Louiaiana. Baton Rouge, publiahed by Authority, 1905, 
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history, elementary science, drawing and manual training, 

aad muaio. 

A later course of etudy was prepared under the 

direction of C.J. Brown, Supervisor of Rural schoole. It 

wee written expreeely for rural eehoole and included nine 

gradee. Agriculture, domoatio economy, ahop work, gonerel 

science, rural sociology aad eeoaomios, agricultural botany 

and agricultural seology, agricultural physics sad agricul­

tural ohealstry, algebra aad plaae geometry were eubjeota 

Included in ite pages.25 

In keeping with the changing timeo, the elementary 

aohool ourrieulum leaned towarda a formalized progrem end 

objootive tooto la the twentiee, and then towarda 'progressive 

eduoatioa' in tho thirties. 

Ia 1936, a bulletin on Standards for Approved Elemen-
26 

tarr Sehoola waa iaauod in whioh the primary functiona of 

the elementary aohool waa deacribed aa that of developing 

deairable skills, understandings, snd attltudss that typify 

14 , Course of Study and, SylJ,abus for ĥs 
Blcaentarr Schools. Be* ton Rouge, State fcepartam* t of Tduoa-
tlon of Louiaiana, 1909, 151 p. 

11 O.J. Brown, Course of Study for the Rural Sehoola. 
Baton Rouge, State Department of Education of Louiaiana, 
1936, 810 p. 

86 M.S. Robertson, Standards for Approved Elementary 
Sehoola. Bulletin No. 327. Baton Rouse, ott.te department of 
Education of Louisiana, 1936, 190 p. 
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the good c i t i zen , and of preparing the student for high 

eohool. 

A comparison of tho ourrloulum in the elementary 

schools provided for white ohild ren end thoss for Hsgroee 

reveals that, although the State requirements were the same 

for the two systems of sohools, differences did ex i s t . In 

order to prepare Hegroes for work in thsir environment there 

wae a concentretion upon practical work ia the schools pro­

vided for them. Every Roeenwald school bui l t , even the one-

room bulldingo, included aa industrial section in whioh ths 

Hogro ohildron performed such duties as their a*e and neede 

mads edvicable. 8 7 

Another curriculum difference oeourred aa a result 

of the consolidation of small ungraded rural aehoole. Con­

solidation permitted tho establishment of larger graded 

sohools whioh oould offer s more extensive sohool program. 

Of the 879 oohoolo for white children in the State during 

the 1944-45 session, 353 or 40.8 per cent were coablnatlon 

elementary end high oohoolo. The next largeet group wee 

the aehoole with eight or more teachers. Theee numbered 

147 or 16.7 per cent of the total number of eohools. 

She olaasif1cation containing the 1ergoat number of 

sshoolo among tho Hegro group won s t i l l tho one-teeober 

17 , Annual Report of the State Department 
of Educe tion for the Session 1924-1985. OP. P i t . , p. 88. 
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schools. This group aecouated for 867 out of 1,680 eehoole 

or 88.1 per cent of the t o t a l . The eeoond largest group 

wae the two-teacher oohoolo, accounting for 429 sohools or 
88 85.8 per cent. 

Thue consolidation oaueed significant outricular 

inequallt iee In the sehoola provided for white pupils and 

those provided for Hegroee. 

3 . Teaching Personnel. 

A determining factor which precluded the development 

of an educational system for Hegroee equal to that provided 

for white ehildren wae the question of differences in the 

ares of tsaehing personnel exist ing in the two systems. 

The limited number of teaehere employed, resulting 

in overcrowded classrooms and poor working conditions, 

aa well aa small sa lar ie s , and the limited number of State-

supported training inst i tut ions for teacher aspirants pro­

duced their related ef fects upon edueation for Hegroes. 

In 1900, 1,034 Hsgro teeohere were employed to teach 

64,803 ohildron resulting In s rat io of s ix ty- f ive pupils 
29 

per teacher. 

88 , Ninety-Sixth Annual Report for the 
Session 1944-45. Bulletin No. 58$. OP. C l t . . p. JMl 

39 — —„# Biennial Report of the State Superinten­
dent of Public Education for 1900-1901. OP. C l t . . p. 19. 
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The twenty-five yours following this did not witness 

mash of e reduetioa in the teaohing load in the aohools for 

Negroes. In 1985, 2,429 Hegro teachers were employed to 

teach 186,997 ohildron. The teaching load had beea reduced 

from s ixty- f ive to f i f t y - s i x pupila per teacher. 3 0 

There were 4,309 Hegro teachers employed In 1945 and 

for tho same year 163,535 Hegro ohildroa were enrolled in 

tho public sohools. Although th is averaged 37.9 pupile per 

toeoher for tho Ste te , Superintendent Coxo said that thsrs 

wsrs many elementary and high aohool classes ia whieh more 

thaa f i f t y pupile wore enrol led . 9 1 

An investigation of the condltlone existing In the 

oohoolo for white ohildroa, e t theee eame Intervala, reveeled 

thet ia 1900, 3,108 white teaehere were employed to teach 

180,178 white ohildron, giving a pupil-teacher retio of 

8 8 . 7 . 9 S In 1985, 8,577 white teachers taught 264,863 whits 

children resulting in an average toaoher load of 30.9 

p u p i l a . " In 1945, there were 10,003 white teeohere and 

30 — — — - , Annual Report of the State Department 
of Education for the Session 1924-1925. OP. Cl t . . p. 101-102. 

31 —— , Ninety-Sixth Annual Report for the 
Session 1944-45. Bulletin So. 585. Op. C l t . . p. 44. 

32 t Biennial Report of the Stete Superinten­
dent of Public Edueation for 1900-1901. OP. C l t . . p. 19. 

83 -—— 1 Annuel Report of the State department 
of Education for tho Session 1924-1925. OP. C l t . . p. 101-102. 
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867,986 white ehildren enrolled in sohool giving a pupll-

tsaohsr ratio of 26.S.5* 

Comparing class loads in the schools for Negro 

ehildren and white children at the three intervals investi­

gated, it was found then that, in 1900, there were 65 pupils 

per average Hegro olass as compared to 38.7 per average 

white olasa; in 1925, the average size of the Hegro class 

wss 56 pupils whils ths average white class numbered 30.9 

pupils; and, in 1945, thsre waa an average of 37.9 Hegro 

pupila ia a class aad the average size of the white olass 

amounted to 86.8 pupils. The Hegro teeohere were subjeoted 

to larger class loads and over-crowded conditions froa the 

beginning of the segregated systsm. It took approximately 

forty-five yeara for their olass loads to be reduoed to the 

numbere oomprlelng the average class load for white teachers 

when the two systems began. 

If equality prevailed, it would appear logical that 

the Hegro teaehere were sufficiently compensated for ths 

additional difficulty whioh they experienced in teaching 

larger clasees. This was not the oase, however. Rot only 

were they not paid additionally for their larger classss but 

their salary did not ever amount to that received by the 

white teachers. 
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your salary classifications existed In the Stete in 

tho year 1900. White male teachers were paid #41.70 per 

month, white female teaehere reoelvod #38.50. Hegro male 

teeohere reoelvod #86.14. Hogro female teachers reosived 

#88.41. The feet that tho sohool session for the white 

children lasted six months and ths session in the eohools 

for Hegroee lasted five montha magnifies theee salary differ­
as 

eneea to tvery greater proportions. 

By 1985, tho svsrage yearly salary for Hogro teeohere 

hsd inoreaeed to #453.34. Malea received #580.54 and females 

reoelvod #488.44. The average yearly salary for white tea­

ehere had inoreaeed to #1,058.81, however. Male teachers 

and female teaohera reoelvod #1,366.34 end #1,000.87, reo-

peetlvely. The aeealng lnoonalatenoleo in the sveragee are 

due to the foot that more women than men of both races were 

employed la the teaohing profession. One of the reasons 

given for the low yearly salaries paid to Hegro teaohers was 

that the sohools for Hegroes only remained open for an 

average of HI days, while the average length of the seesion 

in tho sohools for white children was 170 days. Tet, at the 

earns time, Superintendent Harria recommended future salary 

35 , Bionalcl ^?ort of the State Surerlnten 
dent of Public Education for 1900-1901, OP. Clt. . p. 19. 
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increases for the white teachers because their salary oould 
36 

barely sustain their livelihood. 

The average yearly salary of Hogro public school 

teachers had inoreaeed to #866.61 by 1945. Thie iaerease 

waa due, la a large measure, to the fact that the Orleans 

Psrlsh Sohool Board, which employed twelve per cent of all 

Hegro teachers in the State, equalized salaries for white 
37 

end Hegro teachera the previous year. 

for the State as e whole, however, the average yeerly 

salary paid to Hegro teachera waa approximately half as grsst 

aa that paid to white teachers. Ths average for white tea­

chers hsd increased to #1,683.83.*• 

Tho svsrags length of the school session for Hsgro 

children, although it had lacreassd substantially, still 

reaalasd shorter than the sssslon in the white eehoole. 
39 

Their sessions laated 151 sad 180 daya, respectively. 

luporintendent Coxo reelized that, notwithstanding 

the ehorter term in the sohools for Hegroee, more attractive 

ealariea for Hogro teaehere were necessary if ths Stats waa 

36 , Annual Report of the State Department 
of Education for the Session 19^:4-1925. OP. Clt.. p. 36-57 
and 108. 

37 , Klnety-Slxth Annual Report for the 

Session 1944-45. Bulletin No. 565. Or. At., p. 179. 

31 Ibid., p. 175. 

3 9 ISA!-. P- 77. 
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to malntsin competent Hegro teaching personnel. The repidly 

ris ing coat of l iv ing and the avai labi l i ty of other more 

remunerative employment discouraged former teacher*, who 

were being discharged from the military services , from 

returning to the profession.*0 

One factor which hindered the development of 

adequsts schools for Hegroes at tho beginning of tho oontury 

was the limited avai labi l i ty of Hegro teaehere and their 

Inadequate professional training. I t i s d i f f i cu l t to 

aooortaia just whet toaoher-training inetitutlona existed 

for Hegroee at th is time. In trying to ostimste the quality 

of tho training provided in whatever inst i tut ions sx i s t sd , 

one would bs equally iaaoourate. 

In Public B4uea,non ia Louisiana after 1898, 4 1 

M.S. Robertson said that the State Normal Sohool at 

Hatohitoohes was the only teacher-training inst i tut ion in 

tho State. This school was reetrieted to white pereene. 

On reading further, one finds the report of the presldeat 

of Southern University, the State university for Hegroee. 

An accounting of tho number of graduates from the Normal 

Department of that inst i tut ion i s given. Whether Mr. 

Robertoon meant to differentiate between an entire 

40 , Hinety-Slxtk Annual Report for tho 
3oaaion 1944-45. B a l l e t S HoT 5eS. Oa. P i t . , p. 45. 

41 Bobertaon, OP. Clt. p. 125-188. 
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inst i tut ion for tsasher-training and a tsaohsr-training 

department as part of an ins t i tut ion i s not clear. 

In his report to the State Superintendent for 1908, 

President H.A. Kil l of Southern Univereity stated that up 

to ths prssent time f ifty-two persons hsd completed ths 

Normal Course there . 4 2 

Further confusion in trying to determine the number 

of teschsr-training inst i tut ions in existence results from 

the fact that Normal schools for both whltss and Hegroee 

sprang up as the need arose, as a part of the parishes' 

local school system. They were partial ly financed by 

monies from the Peebody Fund. When the local demands were 

sa t i s f i ed , or i f the parish oould aot continue to maintain 

i ta part of the financial agreemeat, the aohools wsre d i s ­

continued. County Training Sohools, providsd by ths Slater 

Fund, also increased the number of teaoher-training f a c i l i t i e s 

for Kegroea. 

Aa a means of furthering the professional develop­

aont of theee teechore who were working and oould not attend 

a teacher-training Inst i tut ion, Summer normal Sohools and 

one and two week i n s t i t u t e s , whioh also reoelved aid from 

. ,. » *i r : r ; » Biennial Report of the State Superln-
toadeat of Public Bduc^fTon^ori900-i90iTta. Clt. . 
"Report of President of Faculty, Southern University snd 
A snd M College", p. 154-157. 
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the Peabody Fund, were held locally under the supervision 
43 

of e s tate Inst i tute Conductor. 

Tho quality of ths teacher-training provided was 

squally d i f f i cu l t to judge. Prospective teachers were 

given an examination by the pari eh euperiatendent. If 

there exlated a great need for teaehere in the pariah and a 

highly reooemended pereon with a modeat education applied 

for tho examination, he usually passed and was issued a 

cer t i f i ca te . Teaohing oert i f ioatee , however, were only velid 

in the perish where they were issued.** 

In 1918, through the passing of Act Ko. 814*5 by ths 

Legialature, teacher examinations and the issuance of e l l 

eertlf icatea were entrusted to a State committee. Ths pur­

poses for th i s change wore to eliminate local influences and 

to improve the scholarship and academic etandarde of 

teaehere. 

An investigation of State-supported inst i tut ions 

offering teaoher-trelning in 1985 reveeled that there were 

four available to toaoher aapiranta of the white race. They 

43 , Biennial Report of the State Superin­
tendent of Public Education for 1900-1901. OP. c i tT. 
"Report of the State Inst i tute Conductor", p. 159-168. 

44 Robertson, On. P i t . , p. 185. 

48 State of Louisiana, "Act Ho. 814. An Act: In 
relet lon to free public aohools end to regulate publio eduoa­
t ioa in tho State of Louiaiana", in Acta of the Legislature. 
Regular Session, 1918, p. 464-488. 
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were Louiaiana s ta te Univereity, Louisiana $tate Normal 

College, Louialaaa Pelytechnio Inst i tute snd Southwestern 

Loulsisna Ins t i tu te . 

Southern University and pariah training schools 

ooadueted by the H a t e r Fund, in which education waa usually 

terminated at eighth grade and a teaohing oert i f icete issued, 

wore tho only Inst i tut ions providing tcaoher-training for 

Kegroea.46 

for some time Superintendent Harria realized the 

need for providing additional State-supported teacher-

training inatitutioaa for Hegroee. He repeatedly oaeoureged 

tho Legieleture to authorize the necessary appropriations 

for the establishment of a State Normal Sohool for the 

tralniag of proepeetlve Hogro teechero. In his Ammwflfl flepoft 

for 1981-28 ho aaid, 

Wo are epending more thaa a million dollars s 
yoor oa tho Hogro schools, aad no argument is needed 
to prove that most of thia money ia wasted ualess we 
employ teaehere of good character and sound education, 
aad thia we cannot do ia tho absence ef a State 
training eohool devoted wholly to the work of equipping 
people for teaching service.47 

The following year he wrote: 

46 — — , Annual iieaort of the State Department 
of Education for the Seesion 1924-19*5. Op. Clt.. p. 70. 

47 , Annual Koport of the State Department 
ef Education for the Soaaloa 19;!-1981. Op. Clt.. JTBT. 
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Tho Hogro teachers ere doing remarkably wall 
in the matter of nesting educational etanderda when 
wo toko into consideration the limited opportunities 
thoy have enjoyed for scouring college and normal 
aohool instruction. ( . . . ) Tho Hogro toaoher would 
readily meet proper educatioaal aad professional 
standards i f epportunltlea were provided.*8 

Superintendent Harris i s to be oommeoded for hie 

relentless efforte towarda providing training fac i l i t ies 

fox Hogro teaehera. He realiaod that there existed a diroot 

relationship between the oaliber of tho Hegro aehoole aad 

the amount of profoeoioaal training of their instructional 

personnel. 

One of hia major recommendations for improving 

edueation ia the State was: 

. . . tho establishment of a normal school for ths 
benefit of our Hogro teechero. The meagre fac i l i ­
t ies whioh tho Hegroes enjoy for eculpplng them­
selves for teaching service results, necessarily, in 
tho employment of numerous incompetent teechero. 
Thie means a waste of public funde aad of time of 
tho children. I t la utterly impooelble to provide 
efficient Hegro sehoola in the absence of en 
institution whoso business i t la to train teaehere. 

Tho Hegroes of the State are, in the mala, 
obaervlag tho lawa and doing well the work required 
of thorn. Thoy should be given the opportunity to 
educate their children. Simple justice demands 
thst ws do that much for them.48 

Thia recommendation of Superintendent Harris wae 
soon to bo realized. In 1988, the Legislature passsd 

48 **———, Annual Report of the State Deptrtaent 
of Eduoatioa for the Session 1922-1923. Qp. P i t . . 1924. PT 4. 

49 ib id . , p. 26. 
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Aot Ho. 161 5 0 aooopting tho g i f t of the Lin coin Pariah 

sohool Board of the lands, building, equipment aad other 

property of Lincoln Parieh Traialag sohool. This Aot 

authorized tho ueo of theee f e o i l i t i e a for the establishment 

of tho Louisiana Hogro Heraal aad lad us t r i a l sohool aad 

created o Board of Directors who would be res possible for 

i t s operation. The sohool would be under tho jarlsdlst ioa 

of tho State Board of Edueetlon, who would prooorlbo i t o 

course of study, s l e e t i t e teaehere end edminletratlve 

o f f i cers , erect build Inge aad perform o i l other duties r e ­

quired in the management end oontrol ef the eohool. By this 

Aot, tho Legislature waa alao charged to make previeleaa 

for the support of tho laat i tut ioa . 

Ia 1936, aader the dlreotioa of i t o President, 

Ralph W.X. Jones, the program wee reorganised to inolade 

tho pre-service aad In-servlee training of rural teaehera. 

Ita signlfioant features weret 1) the olooo coordination 

of the toeoher edueation with the s ta te , pariah, aad fedorel 

agencies of health, agriculture, trede and industries, end 

homo economies; 8) apprentice training; 3) f ie ld eerviee; 

4) curriculum laboratory; 8) coordination of tho Jeanee 
teaehere with the college program; 6) the summer sohool; 

and 7) the Instructional part of the progrsm. 

80 State of Louialaaa, "Aot Ho. 161. An Aot: 
Aooopting the g i f t of the Liaoola Pariah Sohool Board", la 
Aoto of the Legialature. Regular Session, 1928, p. 219-880. 
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Toaoher-training was oarried on in s ix f ie ld 

oentero looatod In varlouo high sohools under the direction 

of a toaohor-tralner with the cooperation of the local 

Jeanee teachers and the college f i e ld service unit. The 

college program waa baaed upon real l i f e problema discovered 

in the f ie ld. 

Whoa the sohool began, a f irs t grade teaching 

certifieate waa given for one year'a work at the college or 

in one of the oentero. Lster, s two-year professional 

certificate and a diploma were awarded. From 1939 to 1943, 

a professional certificate and diploma were ewerded for 

three yesrs* work. A four-year degree program wae inaugur­

ated in 1940 end the f irat degree waa grantsd in 1944.81 

Tho establishesnt of tho Louisiana Hsgro Normal aad 

Industrial Sohool increased to two tho number of State-

supported teacher-training institutions for Hegroes, the 

other existing institution being Southern Univereity. 

At this same time, however, there were in operation 

four Stato-aapportod toaohor-training inatitutions reetrlcted 

to white persona. 

Private teaoher-trelming inatitutions plus ths 

teacher-training department of Southern University and the 

81 Dr. Helen L. Richards, Chairman, Report of the 

satis gflsffwi1; par** 8r-wl^; ur**" 
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Loulsisna Hsgro Hormel and Industrial School were not turn­

ing out teachers fast enough to meet the dejsands of ths 

Negro school population. Superintendent Coxo reported on 

the teacher shortage In the following manner: 

We need more and better f a c i l i t i e s for training 
Hegro toaohera, principals , aad supervisors on both 
the ander-graduato and the graduate l eve l s . Oppor­
tunit ies for training for specialized types of 
educational servloes are very limited. The two 
State teacher-training inst i tut ions are rendering 
exeellent service, but they do not have f a c i l i t i e s 
and staff suff ic ient to train a l l the Hegro teachers 
nesded in Louisiana. ( . . . ) Our educational program 
and planning, State and l o c a l , include schools for 
a l l and school attendance by a l l of the State*e 
children. Already jany classrooms are peeked to 
over-flowing with Hegro ehildren.58 

Thus, for the period 1900 to 1940, inequalit ies 

existed in terms of teaohing personnel in the sohools for 

Hegroes and those for members of the white raoe. There wae 

a higher pupil-teacher ratio in the sohools for Negroes 

causing overcrowded conditions. Hegro teaehere* salaries 

were lower then those of white teeohere and a shorter school 

ssssion reduced their yearly earnings even further. There 

were not enough teacher-training Inatitutioaa to provide a 

suff ic ient supply of adequately trained Hegro teachers. 

58 —, Hlnety-Sl&th Annual Report for the 
Session 1944-45. Bulletin No. 565. Oo. C l t . . P. 49-50. 
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4. The Schools. 

In comparing schools and facilities for Hsgro and 

whits children, more Importance muet be placed upon the size 

and value of sohool property than on the total number of 

sohools provided for eaoh race. The program of coneolidation 

whioh had been taking place in the schools for white children 

would make a count of the number of sohools provided for 

eaoh raoe u very lnaoourate criterion for judging equality. 

There were 918 eohools for Negroes in the year 1900. 

Most of these were the one-teacher type and were housed in 

churches, old buildings, or any places th^t the school 

boarde could acquire. They were generally Inferior in con­

struction and In facilities. Ho value was given for this 

sohool property in 1900 but, in 1905, school property pro-
I S 

vided for Hegro use was valued at 8250,000. 

By the 1924-25 session, the number of sohools for 

Hegroes in the State had increased to 1,430. Huoh of the 

credit for this increase should be attributed to the 

philanthropic efforts of Mr. Julius Rosenwald. He provided 

s strong stimulus to the Hegro school building program. Hia 

efforts induced the Hegroes themselves to take an Interest 

in the education of their ohildron and to contribute as 

53 , Annual Rer>ort of the Stbte Department 
of I-duoation for the Session 1924-1925. Qp. Clt. . p. 19-25. 
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l ibera l ly ae their means would permit towards providing 

proper educational f a c i l i t i e s . He aleo directed the atten­

tion of the parish sohool boards to ths necessity of having 

the Hegro eohool ohildron in decent buildings, constructed 

to meet tho requirements of sohool children and teachers. 

Of the 1,430 eehoole for Hegroee in the State, 1,036 

were of the one-toaoher type. Although I t wae ful ly 

realized that by consolidating msay of theee email rural 

sohools into one large eehool for better eduoetlonel f a d 11-

t i ee oould be provided for Hegro children, publio sentiment 

would not permit the expenditure of public funds for trans-
55 

porting rural Hegro ohildron to e larger sohool oenter. 

The to te l value of thie school property wae placed at 

approximately #8,880,000.d* 

The number ef school buildings for Negro use lnoreased 

to 1,680 by 1948. Of these, 867 were s t i l l the one-teacher 

type . 5 7 Their estlmsted value was placed at #8,559,485.78.5 8 

54 — — „ ™ f Annual Report of the State Department 
of Education for the Session 1924-1985. OP. P i t . , p. 19-23. 

5 5 I b i d . , p. 45. 

56 I b i d . . p. 19. 

57 , Ninety-Sixth Annual Report for the 
Session 1944-45. BulleTln Bo. 585. Op. Clt. .p. 1801 

88 Ibid., p. 88. 
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The rural Hsgro elementary sohool could not fu l ly 

meet the needs of thoss pupile in attendance and consequently 

many Negro ohildron did not attend eohool at a l l . In an 

effort to a l lev iate these conditions, the State Department 

of Education began working with local parish school boards 

trying to dsvslop plans for buildings, school consolidation, 

and pupil transportation. However, by 1944-45 no State 

funds hed ao yet been appropriated for transportation of 

Hsgro pupils . Ths publio sentiment whioh exleted In 1924-25 

against th i s endeavor was gradually dlsappsarlng. In a few 

parlance, transportation for a small number of Hegro ehildren 

was providsd at ths sxpense of the parish. 

An investigation of the situation ae i t existed for 

members of the white raoe revealed that in 1900 there were 

8,305 eehoole provided for white edueables. They were 

generally of tho one-teacher type a l so . Forty of them, 

however, were of brick construction. Their value was placed 

at #2 ,880 ,000 . w 

By 1988, tho number of schools for white ohildron 

had deoreaaed to 1,800. Their value had increased to 

#41,000,000, however. Only 539 sohools were of the one-

teaohor type. The aehoola for white ehildren had been in the 

59 -——, Annual Re-.ort of the State Department 
of Eduoatioa for the Soasloa 1924-1925. OP. C l t . . p. 18-19 
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proceee of consolidating since the year 1900 and the State 

was furnishing the children with transportation to these 

centrally located sohools. 

During the 1984-85 sess ion, 1,487 transfers were 

used to accommodate more than 46,000 rural white children. 

I t cost approximately |S00 to operate eaoh transfer and the 

cost for transporting each ohild amounted to #84.45. The 

total cost of operation of the transfers for the year 
60 amounted to #1,126,628. 

For the ssasion 1944-45, ths number of schools for 

whits children amounted to 879. Only sixty-nine of there 

were of tho one-teacher type . 0 1 Although the number of 

eehoole had deoreaoed to a l i t t l e l e s s than f i f t y per cent 

of those exist ing in 1928, tho total value of sshool property 

provided for white children had almost doubled i t s e l f . I t 

now amounted to #78,681,499.03.°* 

Tho number of white children being transported to 

consolidated sohools had mors thaa tr lp l sd . Transportation 

wss provided for 144,590 children at a coat of #3,363,098.74 

to tho S t a t e . 6 5 

BO — — — , Annual Report Of the otete Department 
of Iduoation for the Session 1924-1988. Qp. C l t . . p. 45-44. 

61 ————, Nlnetv-Slxth Annual Report for the 
Session 1944-45. Bulletin No. 585. OP. P i t . , p . 1801 

68 Ib id . . p . 86. 

68 I b i d . , p. 87. 



SEPARATE BUT (HOT) EQUAL EDUCATION 150 

Thus, an examination of schools provided for Negro 

and white children during the period 1900 to 1945 revealed 

that when the two educational aystema began the sohools for 

the white children far outnumbered those provided for the 

Hegro children. The schools for both raoes ware generally 

ths ons-tsaoher type. 

By 1945, although the Hegro eduoable population 

amounted to approximately two-thirds of the number of white 

edueables, there were almost twice as many sohools for 

Negroes as there were for white children. The schools for 

Hegroes were still generally the one-teacher type. The 

sohools for white children, however, were generally large, 

well-constructed,consolidated sohools. 

A more accurate estimate of the inequalities existing 

in eohools for Hegroes may be obtained by considering the 

total value of sohool property for Hegroes and whites. In 

1944-45, the value of sohool property provided for Negroes 

amounted to #8,559,485.78 whereae the value of sohool 

property provided for v;hlte children amounted to 

#78,681,499.03. Additionally, for ths same session, the 

State spsnt #3,383,098.74 providing transportation for whits 

children to ooneolidated schools. Nothing had been spent 

for transportation of Hegro children. 
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5. Summery. 

Aa investigation of the eduoational system provided 

for white ehildren and that provided for Negroes revealed 

gross Insqual i t i ss . 

When the two syetems started, f l f ty-nins per cent 

of the white eduoablee were enrolled in school as oompared 

to thirty-two per oent of the Negro eduoablee. Although 

both systems progressed in this area, by 1925 some type of 

education, publio or private, was available to a l l ths whits 

children in the 3tate . In comparleon, however, by 1945, oon-

aidaring both publio and private eehoole, only 79.4 per 

oent of the Hegro ehildren were reoeiving the benefits of 

an eduoation. For this same year, the coot of operation for 

each pupil of average attendance wae #113.30 for white 

pupile and #34.06 for Hegroee. 

The curriculum in the Hegro eohools was originally 

planned for social usefulness. I t contained those subjects 

whioh would prepare the Hegro for work in his environment. 

By 1943, however, the pattern was changing. High sohools 

were being bui l t and academio eduoation was becoming 

evailabla to Hegro children. The a b i l i t i e s and needs of ths 

Ksgro boys and g i r l s were beginning to be considered. 

Academio education for white children had always been 

available and, as early as 1925, when there were only four 

high eohools in the State for Negroes, a high school was 

within reach of every white ohild. 



SEPARATE BUT (HOT) EQUAL EDUCATION 152 

Although the planned curriculum in the two sohool 

systems was the eame in 1945, the else of the schools for 

Hegroee limited the progrsm which oould be offered. 

For the entire period 1900 to 1945 inequalities 

sxlsted la terms of teaohing personnel in the dual system 

of education. Overcrowded conditions and a high pup11-

teesher ratio prevailed la the schools for Hegroee. Lower 

salaries, a snorter sohool year, and leas teaoher-training 

inatitutions were other inequalities. 

There were two and a half timee as many eehoole for 

white ehildren ae for Hegroes In 1900 but, by 1945, the 

number of sohools for Hegroes exceeded those providsd for 

whitss. It must bs remembered that in 1900 moet of the 

aohools for Hegroes and whitss were one-teacher sohools. In 

1945, most of the sohools for Hegroee were etill one-teacher 

eohools. The schools for whitss had consolidated and rela­

tively few one-teacher eohools were in existence. Consider­

able expenses were lneurred by the State in transporting 

white children to these coneolldated eehoole. 

Although the number of white edueables was one and 

one-half times the number of Hegro edueables in the State, 

the total value of sohool property for white children was 

nine timee the value of these providsd for Hegroes. 

The Hegro populaoe was beginning to realize that 

separate educational facilities would never be equal. 
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When provision of ssparate sohools for the white and Hegro 

racee wae flret written into the State Constitution, squsl 

facilities were sot provided. For the next twenty-five 

yeara, aa the two systems developed, the system for white 

ohildron far outatrippod the system for Hegro ohildroa. And 

forty-five yeara later, although some attention had bsen 

given to education for Hegroes, there still sxistsd no 

somblaace of equality. 

Since it appeared that segregated educational 

facilities would never be equal, Hegro leaders began to 

take atepa to abolish the dual system of publio edueation. 

Their efforte will be discussed in the following chapter. 



CHAPTER 7 

PRESENT STATUS - BEGINNING OF DESEGREGATED SDUCATXOH 

Deeegregation of the public aohools in Louiaiana 

started at tho univereity level, dropped to the flret grade 

of tho elementary level, and than proceeded to the aeooadary 

aehoole. Although at this writing Louisiana ia still 

operating ito dual system of publie eduoation, sohool deee­

gregation haa atarted la two parishe a and ths legal restric­

tions have been removed to clear the way for complete school 

deeegregation throughout the State. The abolition of thia 

dual eyetem of publie eduoation remalaa now but e matter of 

time; time enough for Hegroes to opply for sdmlaaloa to 

preeeatly all-white eehoole, and time enough for the citizene 

la gonerel to realize that desegregation ia imminent, that 

violence end lawlessness will only resp bitterness and 

unnecessary suffering for many more yeara. The State oannot 

progress unless all of ita oltlzens move forward with it. 

Tho dlfferenceo whioh oxioted between aohools for 

white ehildren aad thoee provided for Hegroee have been 

eoaaidered In tho provloua chapter. Aa the two eyatema 

developed, tho oohoolo for Kegroea progressed but still did 

aot become comparable to thoee provided for the white raoe. 

Thia chapter mill ahow how tho Hegro, realising 

that eduoation for hie ohildron would always bo inferior 
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la caliber ae long as two separate syetems maintained, pro­

ceeded to eliminate the dual system of education. Section 

one will consider various efforte towards dssegregation at 

the university level. This affected only a relatively email 

number ef persona. In aeetlon two, some of the problems 

accompanying desegregation of the publio elementary schoole 

in Hew Orleana will be discussed. Beoause of the multitu­

dinous litigations and legislated note paaaed, only tho 

algnlfleant ones will be considered. Mew Orleans, ths 

largaat city in the State, encompassing the entire parish of 

Orleana, hae pioneered In educational aotivitlea. It was 

the first city to desegregate its local eohool system. 

Section three will contain a few paragraphs devoted to subse­

quent desegregation in parish schools. Ejection four will 

summarise the ohapter. 

1. Initial Efforte. 

Tho Louisiana State Conetitution made provisions for 

tho ootabliahment of public elementary and secondary eohools 

for Hegroes as wall as whites. Through Aots of ths Legisla­

ture, Southern University and Grumbling College were both 

created for tho undergraduate eoliege training of Hegro 

students. 

Probably due to the many requests by Hegroes for 

entrenoe into the Graduate Sohool of Louisiana State 
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Univereity, tho Legislature at ita Regular Session in 1946 

passed A0* ffipy 148. The purpose of this Aot was to provide 

for the specialized, professional, and graduate training of 

Hogro roaldento, comparable to that provided for white 

reeldeote, at sehoola end colleges located outside of the 

Stete of Louisiana so that thoy might return and serve the 

State ao teechero and in other capacities according to their 

reepeotive abilities and the opportunitleo afforded them. Ao 

allotment of fifty thoueand dollars was providsd for ths 

flsoal year 1946-47 and an* equal sum for the year 1947-48, 

or ao much thereof ae may be aeoeesery to provide Hegro 

etudente with the aforementioned opportunities. 

Notwithstanding this attempt by the Legieleture to 

satisfy tho Hegroes* dsslrs for graduate eduoation and etill 

maintain segregated schooling by allowing a stlpsad to 

Hegro etudanta attending graduate schools outside the State, 

a Hegro etudant applied for admission to tho Louisiana 

State Univereity Law School. Since he was qualified in all 

respects, tho State immediately took steps to open a Law 

Sohool at Southern University. 

This was dons in consideration of the case brought 

before the United States Supreme Court by Lloyd Gaines, a 

1 State of Louiaiana, "Act Ho. 142, An Act: Making 
oortaln appropriations for sduoational purposee", in Acts of 
ths Legislature. Regular Session, 1946, p. 412-413. 
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Hegro student, against ths Regietrar of the University of 

Missouri. Oainss wss rsfused admission to ths Law Sohool of 

the University of Missouri because of his race. Lincoln 

Univereity is provided for Hegro students who are reeidente 

of Missouri. Lincoln University did not heve a Law Sohool. 

Ao la Louiaiana, tho State of Missouri paid the expeosss of 

Hegro reeidente to attend sohool out-of ftats for thoss 

courses which are not offered at Lincoln Univereity. The 

court ruled that: 

The admissibility of laws separating the raoes 
In ths enjoyment of privileges afforded by the State 
rests wholly upon the equality of privileges whioh 
the lew gives to the separate groups within ths 
state. (...) By tho operation of the laws of 
Missouri s privilege hae been oreated for white 
students whioh is denied to Hegroes by reason of 
their race. The white resident is afforded legal 
eduoation within the atate; the Hegro resident having 
the eame qualifications is refused it there and muet 
go outelde the stats to obtain it. This is a denial 
of the equality of legal right to the enjoyment of 
the privilege whioh the etato baa aot up, end the 
provision for the payment of tuition fees in another 
etate does not remove the discrimination.2 

it was further ruled that ths 

(...) pstitloner wen entitled to be admitted to the 
Law Sohool of the State University in the absenoe of 
other and proper orovialon for his legal training 
within the State.3 

1 Ernest Knoobel, Reporter, "Missouri sx rel. Gaines 
v. Canada, Regietrar of tho Univereity of Miseouri, Deoember 
18, 1918", im United Stateo Reporte. Tol. 305, 1939, p. 337-
354. 
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As a result of this, the Louisiana State Board of 

Education recommended that the State Director of Higher 

Edueation, Dean Paul M. Hebert of the Louisiana Stats Uni­

versity Law Sohool, and Dr. Felton G. Clark, President of 

Southern University, prepare plans for the establishment of 

a law school at Southern University. Their plans were 

approved by the Board at ito meeting on January 10, 1947. 

The Legialature appropriated forty thousand dollars 

for tho operation of the law school for the 1947-48 session. 

The employment of a dssa, a law librarian, and the develop­

ment of a lew library were the main problsma faclag Dr. Clark. 

By June 1947, eeveral faoulty members hsd bssn 

scoured. Professor A .A. Lenoir, a member of the Southern 

University Law Sohool faeulty, wae given the reeponelbllity 

of acting dean. Tho Southern Univereity faculty wae to offer 

the beginning ooursss. Lectures oa Louisiana Civil Law were 

to be given by faoulty members of the Law Sohool of Louisiana 

State University. 

Dean Hebert snd his staff assisted greatly in com­

piling a Hat of books and other materials needsd by ths 

sohool. 

In September 1947, the Southern University Law 

School opened Its doors with an enrolment of eight students. 

All were Louisiana residents who were in their first year 

of low. Southern University*s library served as temporary 
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quartera for the sohool. In spite of its liuited staff 

snd facilities, all requirements of the American Bar 

Association and the American association of Law Sohools 

hed been met. 

The establishment of e Law school at Southern Univer­

sity only delayed the entrance of Hegroes into Louisiana 

State University but ths inevitable was soon to occur. It 

hsppened as a result of the case filed by Roy S. Wilson, 

s Hegro resident of Louisiana, against the Board of Super­

visors of Louisiana State University. Mr. Wilson applied 

for admlaaion to the Law sohool of Louisiana State University 

becauae, aa he charged, the Law sohool at Southern University 

did not provide equal advantagee or facilities. His applic­

ation wae not acoepted on the grounds that he was a member 

of the Hegro race and the St-te of Louisiana provides 

separate educational facilities for white and Hegro students. 

Aftsr a thorough investigation of the facilities provided by 

the two Institutions in question, a decielon was rendered by 

e three-judge oourt on October 7, 1950. The opinion of the 

court was that the defendant Board's refusal to accept 

Wilson wss s denlsl of a right guaranteed to the plaintiff 

4 State Department of Education of Louisiana, 
Bulletin No. 646. Nlnety-Blghth Annual Report for the 
Sesolon 1946-47. Baton Rouge. 1947. p. 27-28; and Bulletin 
Ho. 858. Hlnety-Hlnth Annual Report for the Cession 1947-41 
Baton Rou^e, Published by Authority, 1949, p. 15-16. 
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by the Fourteenth Amendment of the United Statea Conetitu­

tion.0 

Through elmilar court action Hegroes soon gaiasd 

entrenoe to other departmente of the graduate sohool of 

Louisiana State University. 

Probably tho moet difficulty was experienced by 

Hegroee in gaining entrenoe to the undergraduate eohool. 

Mr. Alexander P. Tureaud, fv. Bought admission to the com­

bined elx year arte sad aeleaee end law oourse at Louisiana 

State University. Since he waa a member of tho Hogro reoe 

hie application wee not cocepted. Mr. Tureaud filed a eult 

egalnot the Board of Supervisors of the Univereity. 

The defendaata auggeated that the plaintiff oould go 

to Southern Univereity and take the arte and ecience pert of 

tho eouree and, if he was not satisfied with the Law Sohool 

at Southern Univereity, he oould transfer to Louisiana Stats 

University*a Law sohool. 

Tho plaintiff'a reply waa that the arts and aoienoe 

part of the oombiaed eouree offered at Southern University 

is not substantially eqael to the arts end ecience pert of 

the oombined oourse offsred at Louisiana Stats University 

aad that a Hegro completing his srts and aoienoe eredite at 

5 "Hoy S. Wilson v. Board of Supervisors of Louisiana 
State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College, 
October 7, 1950", in the Fedorel Supplement. Tol. 92, 1951, 
p. 986-989. 
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Southern University would not be givan his arts and aoienoe 

degree by Louisiana State University after completing his 

first year of law as would a student who took his arts and 

science es well as law at Louisiana State University. 

The court investigated the allegations mads and dis­

covered that although the State of Louisiana endeavors to 

maintain an adequate sshool of arts and soienos at Southern 

Univereity, the three year arte and science part of the com­

bination arte and science and law curriculum offered by 

Southern University is not e^ual to its corresponding part 

at Louisiana Stats University. 

Also, according to the exclusion policy of Louisiana 

Stats University a Nsgro would be required to take the arts 

snd soieaoe part of the course at Southern University, if he 

were dissatisfied with Southern's Law sohool, transfer to 

Louisiana State University for one year of law, and then 

return to Southern University for hie arte aad ecience degree. 

A non-Negro could pursue all of his education and rec-sive 

his degree from tho one Institution. 

Accordingly, the court wae of the opinion that deny­

ing the plaintiff admission to the combined arts and seienoe 

snd law curriculum at Louialaaa State University solely 

beoauee of his raoe and color was denying him a right 
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guaranteed by tho Fourteenth Amendment. The decielon was 
g 

handed down September 11, 1953. 

On October 88, 1958, the Board of Supervisors 

appealed ths deoislon rendered. It was reversed on the 

grounds that since the case concerned State statutes and an 

order of tho Board of Supervisors in violstion of the Fedorel 

Constitution, a Dlatriet Court of three judgea was required 

and a oae-judge court had ao authority to render a deoislon.7 

On May 84, 1984, Mr. Tureaud's oass was again argued 

la the United Stateo Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. 

The deoislon in the case of Brown v. Board of Education of 

Topeke, the standard for aegregatlon eaaea ia eduoation, had 

been rendered on Hey 17. It waa recommended that the oaee 

be reconsidered in the light of thie deoislon end the condl­

tlone that now prevail.8 

Further arguments ensusd ss to whether or not Mr. 

Tureaud'a cess waa oae of class action, before Negroes were 

6 "Tureaud v. Board of Supervisors of Louieiene 
State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College et 
el., September 11, 1958", in the Federal Supplement. Vol. 
116, 1954, p. 848-855. 

7 "Board of Supervisors of Louisiana State Univer­
eity end Agricultural and Moohanioal College et al. v. 
Tureaud, October 88, 1985", in the Federal Reporter Second 
Series, Vol. 807, 1954, p. 807-813. 

8 "Alexander P. Tureaud, Jr., a Minor, by Alexander 
P. Tureaud, Sr., hia Father and Hext Friend, petitioner, v. 
Board of Suporvleoro of Louisiana State University end Agri­
cultural and Moohanioal College, May 24, 1954", in the 
Supreme Court Reporter. Tol. 74, 1954, p. 784. 
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finally permitted to enter tho undergraduate aohool of 

Louiaiana State University and other formerly all-white 

oollegom provided by the state. 

2. Desegregation in Hew Orleana. 

The first efforts to desegregate a pariah publie 

aohool systsm in Leulslans oeourred la Mow Orleana on 

September 4, 1958, whoa Karl Benjamin Bush filed a ease 

egsinst the Orleans Parish School Board seeking desegrega­

tion of the public eohools in Orleano Perioh. Bush did not 

eeek entranoe into amy particular public eohool. The caee 

was considered ss eless action endeavoring to prove that 

Article ZII, Section I, of the Conetitution of the State of 

Louisiana, whioh rsquired that "seperate free publio schools 

shall be maintained for the eduoation of white end colorod 
9 

children between the agea of six and eighteen years", 

violates the civil rights of ths Hsgro. 

Tho case wae tabled peadlag the arguing of e similar 

cass, "Brown et al versus ths Board of Eduoatioa of Topeke 

et al",10 before tho United Stateo Supreme Court. 

9 Constitution of the State of Louisiana of 1921. 
with all Amendments up to 1950. Baton Bongo, publlehed by 
Authority, 1930, p. 843. 

10 Walter Hyatt, Reporter, "Brown et al. v. Board 
of Edueation of Topeka at el., May 17, 1954", in Unltsd 
Stetoo Reports. Tol. 347, 1954, p. 483-496. 
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Brown'e eaao was argued December 9, 1958, roorgued 

December 1, 1953, ead e decision was rsndered on May 17, 

1954. Tho opiaioa of the court waa delivered by Mr. Chief 

Juetioo Warren. Speaking of eduoatioa, ho eald: 

Today, edueation io perhapo the moat important 
function of etc to and local governments. (...) In 
theee days, it is doubtful that any ohild may 
reasonably be expected to auooeed In life if he io 
denied tho opportunity of an oduoetion. Sueb an 
opportunity, whore tho state haa undertaken to 

trovido it, la a right whioh must bo mode available o ell on equal tormo.ll 

Referring to the epeolfle question at head: Dooo 

eegregatioa of ohildron la publio aehoola solely on the 

beolo of raoe, even though the phyaloal facilities and 

other 'tangible' feotora aay bo eqaal, deprive the ehildren 

of tho minority group of equal educational opportunities? 

The opinion of the court waa that it dooa. 

Mr. Chief Justice Warren explelned thie opinion by 

flayingi 

To eoparate thorn (Hogro grade and high eohool 
ohildroa) from others of similar ags snd qualifica­
tions solely becauae of their reoe generates a 
fooling of inferiority as to their status in the 
community that aay effect their hearts and minda la 
a way unlikely ever to be undone . H 

Ho concluded the opinion of the court with the state­

ment that: 

U Wyatt, On. P i t . , p. 493. 

1* e&t&V • P. 4»4. 
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la the field of publio education the doctrine 
of 'separate but squsl* haa no place. Seperate 
educational facilities are Inherently unequal. 
Therefore, wo hold that the plaintiffa aad others 
similarly situated for whom tho actions have beea 
brought are, by reaaoa of the aogregetlon eomplsined 
of, deprived of tho equal protection of the lewa 
guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment.il 

This is la dirsot opposition to the deoislon rendered 

in the case of Plessy versus Ferguson. Mr. Justice Warren 

referred to numerous present day psychological studies con­

cerning tho effeet of segregation upoa tho personality 

development of ohildroa of minority groupo. They are not 

listed hero olnco tho writer la aot trying to prove tho 

validity of tho Supremo Court*e decielon but merely giving 

the deeioion snd its effeeto upon public oduoetion of tho 

Hegro. 

Due to the feet that ths segregation oases before 

tho Supremo Court involved a variety of local problema and 

eonditions and thsir disposition would be affected by theee 

faotors, rearguments on the question of relief were heard 

April 11 through April 14, 1955, and the opiaioa aad judg­

ments were announced May 31, 1955. 

Sohool authorities were given the primary responsi­

bility for elucidating, assessing, and solving their own 

local problema. The Oourts were given the reaponoibility of 

deciding whether or not the eohool authorities were acting 

11 Hyatt, ̂ LuCli., p. 495. 

http://Amendment.il
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in good fa i th snd complying with constitutional principles. 

Because of the possible need for further hearings and an 

appreciation of local conditions, oases pending were re­

turned to the courts which original ly heard them.14 

After the f i r s t deoislon in the Brown case in 1954, 

tho Louisiana Legislature met and passed Act Ho. 758. pert 

of whioh stated that: 

All public elementary and secondary sehools In 
ths State of Louisiana shal l bo operated separately 
for white and colored ehildren. This provision i s 
made In the exercise of the State police power to 
promote and protect publio health, morale, better 
education and tho peace and good order In the State, 
aad not because of race.* 8 

Thie Aot was subsequently voted upon in the November 8 

eleotion and became an Amendment to the State Conetitution. 

This some Legislature also psssed Aot No. 858*° 

whioh did not permit the accreditation of Integrated sehools 

snd deprived them of receiving publie funds and free textbooke; 

14 Walter Hyatt, Rsporter, "Brown et e l . v. Board of 
Edueation of Topeke e t a l . , May 31, 1955", In United States 
Bmojrtj., Tol. 149, 1955, p . 894-301. 

15 State of Louisiana, "Act Ho, 768, A Joint Resolu-
ticn: Proposing an amsadmant to Section I of Artlole XII of 
the Conetltation of Loaioiana", in Acts of the Legialature. 
Regular Session, 1984, p. 1338-1339. 

16 —~- f "Aot He. 555. An Aotj In the exerolse 
of tho police power of tho State of Louiaiana; to provide 
thet a l l pablio elementary and secondary eohools la ths 
State of Loulsisna shall bo operated separately for white 
end oolored ohildron im order to promote and proteet public 
health, morale, bettor eduoatioa, aad the peace and good 
order in tho State", ia Acta of the Legislature. Regular 
Session, 1954, p. 10M-103oT^ ^ ™ 
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17 
and Aot Ho. 386 whioh gave eaoh Perioh Superiatundent the 

authority to determiae the particular publio school to 

bo ettended by eaoh child applying for admission to s 

sohool within tho perish. Persons dissatisfied with their 

assignments were permitted to appeal to the Pariah Sohool 

Board aad, if still aot satisfied, thoy could aek for a 

hearing in the Distriot Court. 

Oa February 15, 1956, a throe-judge Federal Oourt 

ruled that no new Federal Conotltutioaal question was 

involved la the Bush case. They ruled that the provlelone 

of the Louiaiana Constitution aad atatuteo requiring or per­

mit ting aegrogation of raceo la pablie schoole la exercise 

of State police power are Invalid under the United States 

Supremo Court ruling as depriving Hegro children of equal 

protection of tho laws.18 

The ease was therefore remanded to the district 

judge who ruled that the provisions of Aots 555 and 556 wars 

invalid elnce they were a part of ths legislative plan to 

malataln aegrogation In aehoole. Moreover, tho oourt found 

17 8 tat a of Louisiana, "Aot Ho. 556. An Actt To 
amend Title 17 of tho Louisiana Reviaed Statutes of 1950 
by adding thereto s now oectlon to bo designated ae R.S.17: 
81.1, relative to tho power of the Superintendent in publie 
aohool aaeigamoata aad provisions for review", in Acts of 
the Legislature. Regular Session, 1954, p. 1033-1017. 

18 "Karl Benjamin Bush et al., ?lalutiffs, v. Orleans 
Pariah Sohool Board at al., Defandante, February 15, 1956", 
in tho Federal Supplement. Vol. 188, 1956, p. 536-348. 
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that the assignment act itaelf was invalid ainoe it provided 

ao etandarde for the assignments, except race. A decree was 

therefore issued, enjoining the sohool board from requiring 

or permitting segregation of races in parish sohools after 

such time es may bo necessary to arrange for admission of 

children on a racially non-discriminatory basis. This was 

19 

to bo aooompllshed with all deliberate speed. 

In 1956, the Legislature mst and passed two Acts 

sgain aimed at thwarting the an ti-segregation decree of 
20 

the Supremo Court. Act Ho. 81 nullified or suspended 

the compulsory school attendance law within any publio 

and/or private sohool system wherein integration of the 

races has been ordered by the oourts. 

Aot Ho. 319** pertained to the classification of 

public sohools in cities with a population over 300,000. 

The sohools presently ussd for the eduoation of white 

ohildron would remain exclusively for the use of white 

19 "Bush et si., Plaintiffs, v. Orleans Pariah Sohool 
Board et al., Defendants, February 15, 1936", OP. Pit., 
p. 387, 

10 State of Louiaiana, "Aot Ho. 28. An Aot: To 
amend and re-enact Seotlon 281 of Title 17 of the Louisiana 
Revised statutoo of 1980 relative to compulsory aohool 
attendance of certain children*1, In Acts of the Legislature. 
Regular Seesion, 1966, p. 66-69. 

81 — . ... «Aot Ho. 319. An Aoti To eetabliah a 
method of elsosification of public sohool facilities in any 
oity with o population in exeeea of three hundred thousand", 
in Acta of the Lealelatare. Regular Session, 1956, p. 654-656. 
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children end thoee presently used by Hsgro ohildran would 

remain exclusively for tho use of Hegro children. Hew 

eohools would bo classified as white or Hegro eohools by a 

Special Sohool Claaslfication Committee of the Legialature. 

The Legielature was given tho sole right to olassify or re­

classify sohools. In the public aahoola white teachera wore 

to toaoh white ohildron only and Hegro teachera wore to 

teach Hogro children. 

Whom an Injunction waa iaauod agalaat the Orleana 

Pariah School Board, tho Board moved to vacate the order of 

lnjunotlon on tho grounds that it waa powerless to comply 

dus to tho elaaaiflcation of tho Sehools Act. Tho District 

Court denied the sohool board's motion and found tho 

classification act unconstitutional. 

On July 15, 1959, the Dlatriot Court ordered the 

sohool board to submit a plan for desegregation by March 1, 

1960. Although the date wae leter extended to May 16, 1960, 

still ao plan waa forthcoming from the eohool board. 

Attorney General Jack P.F. Oremlllion esssrted that since, 

after further litigation, tho State Oourt of Appeela found 

tho olaaalfloatlon aot constitutional, ths sohool bosrd wae 

peworlees to comply with Judge Wright*a ordere until tho 

Legieleture olaasiflod tho eohools. 

When May 16 arrived and still no deeegregation plan 

had beea submitted by tho Orleans Pariah School Board, 



DESEGREGATION BEGINS 170 

Judge Shelly Wright ordered o plan of hia own, baaed upon 

o grade-e-year deeegregation. The text of part of his ordsr 

is quoted belowi 

It appearing thet on February 15, 1959, the 
defendant herein waa ordered to desegregate the 
pablio oohoolo with all deliberate speed* It 
appearing further that oa July 15, 1959, the defen-
dent herein wss ordered to file s plan for deeegre­
gation by Marsh let, 1960; it appearing further 
that oa October 9th, 1959, the time for filing tho 
plon wss extended to May 16, 1960; it appearing 
further that, oa thia date, May 16, 1960, tho 
defendant haa failed to file e plan: 

It la ordered that, beginning with the opening 
of eohool in 1960, all publio aehoola ehall bo 
desegregated in accordance with the following plant 

A. All children entering the flret grade may 
attend either the formerly all-white pablio sshool 
nearest their home, or formerly ell Hegro publie 
eohool nearest their horns, at their option. 

B. Ohildron may be tr an eferred from one eohool 
to another provided such transfers are not based on 
considsratlon of race.28 

Although at ita regular session in 1958, the Legisla­
ss 

tare paaaed Act 816** which euthorised the Governor to eloee 

any aohool whioh would become iatagratod, when tho Legialature 

88 "Karl Benjamin Bush et al., Plaintiffs, v. Orleana 
Pariah sohool Board et al., Defendants, May 16, 1980", 
Civil Action Cass No. 3630. Document Ho. 71, en unpublished 
record found in tho Records Room of the United Statea 
Supreme Court In How Orleana. 

83 State of Louisiana, "Aot Ko. 856. An Act: To 
authorise tho Ooveraor, ea ohiof magistrate of the State, to 
secure justice to all, preserve the peace, and promote the 
interest, safety, aad happiness of all ef tho people by 
dosing say racially mixed pablio eohool or eohool under 
oourt order to reoielly mix Its etudent body", la Acta of 
tho Leal slater a. Regular Seaaloa, 1958, p. 831-833. 
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met la 1960, It paaaed Aet 498g* which gave the Governor 

the power to close ell the publio sohools la the State if 

aay oae waa ordered to integrate. Aot 496** passed et thia 

aamo session of tho Legislature reenacted the classification 

law end made it applicable to every perioh in the State. 

It alao gave the Governor tho authority to take oontrol of 

tho aehoola la any parish where tho parish was under e 

spsoifle oourt ordsr to integrate. Aot 333*° stipulated 

that no supplies nor publio funds would be allotted to any 

Integrated eohool within the Stete. 

The Orleans Parish Sohool Board oonducted a poll 

among the pa rente of publio school children. Their object 

waa to determine whether the parente would prefer to keep 

84 State of Louiaiana, "Aet Ho. 495. Aa Aot: To 
authorize the Governor of this Stats to preserve the peeoe 
and promote the interest, safety end happiaeoe of ell tho 
people by closing all publio schools when say publio school 
or eehool eyetem lo, by oourt order, raoleliy Integrated ia 
whole or in part", in Acta of tho Legislature. Regular 
Session, 1960, p. 946-948. 

25 — — -, "Aot Ho. 496. An Aot: To establish a 
method of classification of public sohool faeilitiee in sll 
parish and oity sohool systems to provide for the oxolnsivs 
uss of sohool facilities therein by non-Hegro and Hsgro 
ohildron respectively end the mode of changing the elaaaifi-
cation of aay aohool therein", in Acts of the Legislature. 
Regular Seedon, 1960, p. 948-950. 

86 — — — , "Act Ho. 333. An Act: To prohibit the 
furnishing of free eohool books, school supplies or other 
aohool funds or assistance to integrated oohoolo; aad to 
provide penaltiee for the violation of provialone of thia 
Act", la Acta of tho lemlalaturo. Regular Sesalon, 1960, 
p. 679. 
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the eahoolo open even though a email amount of integration 

would ooeur, or i f thoy would rather have the sohools closed 

than integrate at a l l . A very small majority favorsd 

keeping tho sohools open. 

About th i s time an organization of c i t izene , who 

oalled themselves Save Our Sehoola, Ino . , mads themselves 

heard. Thoy took no stand as to the relat ive merite of 

deeegregation or segregation. Their one objective was to 

keep the publie sehools open. They began an Intensive cam­

paign to apprlss ths public of the dangero involved ia 

eliminating public education. 

After two appeals, one by the Orleans Pariah Sohool 

Beard on June 26, 1960, and the other by Attorney General 

Orsmillion on July 19, 1960, for a stay of Judgs Wright's 

deeegregation order proved use less , the Orleans Parish 

Sohool Board inatrueted Superintendent Redmond to draw up 

plans for the following: 1) deeegregation of the sohools on 

a grade-a-year basis; 8) s program of continued segregation; 

and 3) a program for closing the Hew Orleana Publio Sehools. 

The Board's President, Lloyd Ritt iner , stood firm 

for the preservation of Louisiana's system of publio oduoe­

t ion . Although he f e l t that the sehools would not open on 

time in September, he did express his bel ief that they would 

eventually re-open on a desegregated baaia. He f e l t that 

deeegregation waa imminent. 
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Snorting the authority vestsd in hia under the 

terms of Aot dtlffl on August 17, Governor Davis selxed 

control of the Orleana Pariah Publio sehoola. He appointed 

Superintendent Redmond to continue operating them aa hia 

agent. 

The National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People had filed a suit in Federal Court requesting 

that Governor Davis and Attorney General Gremillion be 

restrained from interfering with Judge r.right's order. A 

similar suit was filsd on August 17 by white parents. These 

two cults were combined and a decision waa rendered on 

August 87 by a three-judge Federal Court. It restrained 

Governor Darin or any other State officio! from interfering 

with the operation of tho Orleans Pariah pablio aehoole; it 

returned oontrol of the sehools to tho elected sohool board; 

it enjoined the Legialature from enforoing the provioiono of 

Acta 338, 498, 496, and 548 of 1960, Act 856 Of 1951, Aot 

119 of 1956, and Aet 585 of 1954 of the Legislature of 

Louisiana dealing with school closure. It ordered the 

Orleans Parish Sohool Board to comply with Judge Wright*e 

ruling, and it oited Attorney General Gremillion for contempt 

87 State of Louiaiana, "Aot Ho. 496", On. Clt.. 
p. §48-910. 
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because of hie unprofessional behavior both lneide end Just 

oateide of court.*8 

State Superintendeat of Public Education, Shelby M. 

Jackson, threatened Hogro teaehere with loaa of their jobs 

sad Hogro children with loss of educational opportunities if 

desegregation oeourred. Thie threat hed little bearing, 

however, on the Hegro populaoo. 

On August 81, after hearing en appeal by the Orleana 

Pariah Sohool Board for a stay in ths desegregation ordsr, 
29 

the dote for deeegregation wee ohaaged to Hovembor 14, I960. * 

Dr. Redmond waa ordered by the eohool board to 

immediately prepare a plan for oomblned grade-a-yoar, pupil 

assignment transfero. The seventeen provisions of tho 

Louialaaa'a Pupil Placement Aot were applied to tho 116 Hegro 

epplleento for transfer to white oohoolo. Of thia number 

only five, all glrle, were able to meet the rigid requiremente. 

Mr. Emile Wagner, unlike hia fellow board aemeere, 

edvooeted tho operation of the sehools by the State Legiala­

ture or the chelation of the publio sohool system In 

81 "Karl Benjamin Bush et al., Plaintiffa, v. Orleans 
Parish Sohool Board et al.. Defendants. Harry K. Wllliame et 
al., Plaintiffs, v. Jimaie H. Davie, Governor of the State of 
Louisiana, et al., Defendants, August 29, 1960", in the 
Federal Supplement. Tol. 187, 1961, p. 48-46. 

S* The Tlmeo-Ploayuno. Hew Orleane, "Delay la New 
Orleans School Mix until November 14 ie granted", s newe 
item la Tol. 184, Ho. 880, issue of August 31, 1960, p. 1, 
sol. 1. 
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Louieisna and in its plsoo tuition grants which would snabls 

pupils to attend prlvats schools. Ths ether four moderate 

board members were under fire from tho White CItlsens 

Council who hold publie meetings and slreulatsd petitions 

advocating their removal from office. 

On September 8, the Orleans Parish Public Schools 

opened etill on s segregated basis. 

At ths rsquost of the Governor, a special sssslon 

of the Legislature convened on Hovembor 4. The bills 

introduced were en appropriation measure, a sweeping Inter­

position measure, ssvsn laws that had been dedared uncon­

stitutional were repealed, and five formerly repealed laws 

wore reenaoted. Although the attention of the Legislature 

waa called to the foot that interposition waa neither 

dursblo nor legal and that it would reault in swift Federal 

intervention in the affaire of Louiaiana, all bills went 

through both houses with very little opposition. They were 
30 

signed into law by the Governor, Hovembor 8. A logielative 

comalttee waa appointed to operate the Hew Orleans publio 

sohools. 

On th i s sams day in ths election held in Hew Orleans, 

Matthew Sutherland, whoee term on the eohool board hed 

80 State of Louiaiana, Acta of the Legislature. First 

^t^rtai**!^!***10?'am*&Q" S*t<m H o u**» DUbliiS>*d by 
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expired, waa re-elected to maintain his position for 

another term. The faot that hia platform was for open 

oohoolo even though some dessgregation was necessary, as 

oppoood to the other candidates who would prefer seeing an 

end to public eduoatioa rather than permit any deeegregation 

whataoever, indicated that the people of Hew Orleans were 

willing to accept come deeegregation in order to preserve 

ths publio sohool system. 

On November 13, twenty-four hours before desegrega­

tion was to tako plaoe, the Legislature was called back to 

Baton Rouge. It eddresssd the four moderate membere on the 

eohool board out of office and dismissed Dr. Redmond end 

the oohool board attorney, Samuel Roeenberg. It also seized 

the funds of tho Orleans Parish Sohool Board and forbade the 

banks to lead it money.31 This was dons in retaliation to 

Judge Wright*o ordera restraining the legislative sohool 

committee and over eeven hundred State aad looal off!dale 

from interfering with the operation of the Hew Orleana 

publie sehoola. 

Ao a final means of delaying desegregation, Stete 

Superintendent Shelby Jackson proclaimed Hovembor 14 eo s 

81 Ths Times-Picayune. Hew Orleana, "Assembly Acts 
to Block School Mixing*, a news item In Tol. 124, No. 895, 
lssus of November 14, 1960, p. 1, ool. 5. 

11 Ibid.. "U.8. Judge Enjoins Legislature", a newa 
item, p. 1, ool. 7-8. 
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oohool holiday throughout tho State. It was observed by ell 

perlehee except the Pariah ef Orleano. State police were 

quickly diapatchod to Hew Orleana to enforoe the oloeare but 

mot with no success. 

Publie sehoola opened aa usual on Monday morning, 

Hovembor 14. Four Hegro girls, however, were observed 

entering tho first grade at tho William Frants and MoSonogh 

Ho. 19 Schools, whioh hitherto hed been ettended only by 

white ohildroa. The fifth child eligible for transfer 

withdrew from sohool. 

Tho wisdom of tho sohool board is questioned in 

initiating deeegregation at these two aohools. Both ere 

located in tho Hlnth Word, an area ill-prepared to meet 

saeh a challenge. It includes several publie housing pro­

jeets aad ia eharaeterlaed by a low socio-economic and 

educational level* 

Tho Hogro children wore aocompanled to sshool by 

Federal aarehalls. All of tho white ehildren withdrew from 

oohool exoept two at tho Fronts school. Reverend Lloyd 

Foreman end Mrs. Delay Gabrielle continued to send thsir 

daughtere. The boycott at MoDonogh Ho. 19 was completely 

effectlvo except for three days in January 1961 when John 
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Thompson seat his ohildron to sohool. After three days of 

braving the boycott, the Thompaona left town.33 

On November 30, a three-judge oourt granted tho 

request of the pctitiomere in the Williams case that injunc­

tions be issusd to prevent further interference with the 

Hew Orleaaa schools. It also granted a request by d.ti. 

Many, the United Statea Attorney, for an injunction agalnot 

State and loeal officicle to prevent thea from executing 

the penalty provisions of the Interposition Act. It held 

that the measurs addressing the Orleans Parish Sohool Board 

out of off!ee and three related measures constituted attempted 

evasion of Federal orders and invalidated them. A request 

by the sohool board that deeegregation orders bs set adide 

until tho local eass had been finally deoided by the Supreme 

Court waa denied.94 

Tho Legislative Ooamittee approach was now abandoned 

and the Legislature itself assumed control of the Hew 

Orleans sehools. Finances were becoming a problem einoe the 

Legislature had denied support to Integrated schoole. Dr. 

33 United Stateo Commission on Civil Rights, Ths Hew 
Orleana Sohool Orlala. Washington, U.S. Government Printing 

34 "Karl Benjamin Buah et el., Plaintiff a, v. Orleans 
Pariah School Board et al., Defendanta. Harry K. Williams 
st si., Plaintiffa, v. Jimale H. Davis, Ooveraor of the 
State of Louiaiana, at al., Defendants, Unltsd States of 
America, Plaintiff, v. State of Louisiana et al., Defeadaata, 
Hovembor 10, 1180*', in tho Federal Supplement. Tol. 188, 
1961, p. 916-988. 
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Redmond announced that the November teacher payroll oould 

aot bo met by tho oohool board. Oa Hoveaber 85, the Legie­

leture authorized payment of all Orleana Pariah eohool 

employees exoept the teaohers at the Fronts and MoDonogh 

Ho. 19 Sohools aad the administrative staff. Money to pay 

the ealarieo of the teaehere at thess two sehools was loaned 

by a oltison who preferred to remain anonymouo. The adminis­

trative staff, however, went unpaid. The Whitney National 

Bank wee removed ss fisoal agent for the State. 

By the end of Hovembor, several parents in the 

Frants Sohool area, realising that their children were going 

uneduoated, appealed to Save Our Sohools for old in returning 

their ohildron to oohool. A oarlift waa organised with 

volunteer drlvere from the uptown section of Hew Orleans. 

They were subjected to Insults and abuses froa ths mobs who 

dally assembled around the sohool. The parents of tho white 

ohildron who returned to eohool were plegued by Insults and 

throete of physical violence. Their homee were atoned and 

defaoed and many of the fathers lost thsir jobe. The car 

oarrying Tolanda Oabrielle was chased two alias by s truck 

whioh tried to ram it. FinaUy, Jamee Oabrielle, unemployed 

and friendless, moved his family to Rhode Inland in eearoh 

*• The Times-Picayune. Hew Orleena, "Teaehere of Hew 
Orleaaa to bo Raid^-bavia*, a newa item ia Tol. 184, Ho. 304, 
iaaaa of Hovembor 25, 1960, p. 1, col. 8. 
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86 
of democracy. Oity police did very little to curtail the 

violence of the mob. Threata againat the drivere of the 

oarllft became so lntsnss that on December 8, Federal 

marshells began transporting the white ae well as the Hegro 

children to oohool. 

Acting on a petition filed by tho Rational Associa­

tion for the Advancement of Colored People and the United 

Stateo, oa Deoamber 11, the United Stateo District Court 

restrained the Governor, the Attorney General, the Legiele­

ture aad other State officials from appointing or abetting 

tho appointment of tho sohool board created by Aot B99 of 

tho 1960 second extraordinary session of the Legislature; 

ordered the banko to honor sohool board cheques; restrained 

the Legislature from transferring Orleans school funds from 

local banko into Legislative Special Account Ho. 1; re­

strained tho Legislature from replacing Rosenberg with 

Gremillion as sohool board attorney; and cited Lt. Governor 

Ayeook, Speaker of the House, Jewell, and State Superintendent 

of Education, Jaokson, for contempt for their refueal to pey 

36 The Tiftas-^loaynno. Hew Orleans, "We'll Never Come 
Back", e news item in Tol. 124, Bo. 319, issue of December 8, 
1960, p. 13, ool. 5. 

87 State of Louisiana, "Aot Ho. 8. An Aott To revise, 
amend and rooaaot Section 181 of Title 17 of the Louisiana 
Roviood Statatoo of 1910, whioh wae repealed by Section 8 of 
Aot Ho. 88 of the flret Extra Soselon of 1960, eo as to 
create the Sohool Board of the Pariah of Orleans", in Acts of 
the Loalolaturo. Second Extraordinary Seesion, 1960, p. 52-54 
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tho salaries of the administrative sohool personnel and the 

teachers at the desegregated schools.38 

Tho teaehera in the Orleans Parish Public schools 

were again late ia receiving their December pay choquoa, the 

Logiolature at first having refused to issue them. Finally, 

tho oity releaaod to the sohool board its share of the oity 

taxee held in esorow and the teaehera at the integrated 

sohools snd ths administrative personnel reoelved their 

salaries. 

At a third spools! session of ths Legislature, s 

bill to levy an additional one cent salea tax, for the pur­

pose of financing a tuition grant systsm, was dsfsated in 

the Senate. 

The four moderates on the Orleana Pariah Sohool 

Board were oustsd from ths Louisiana School Board Association. 

In January, however, they, along with Dr. Redmond, were 

honored at a dinner given by a oltinena committee with o^9T 
39 

sixteen hundred persons in attendance. 

The boycott at the MoDonogh No. 19 school remained 

in effect until the end of the eohool year. Only one Hogro 

38 "Karl Benjamin Buah et al., Plaintiffa, v. Orleana 
Pariah Sohool Board et el., Defendants, December 81, 1960", 
in the Federal Supplement. Tol. 190, 1961, p. 861-867. 

59 The Times-Picayune. Hew Orleans, "Sohool Lesders 
to bo Honored", a newo item in Tol. 185, Ho. 6, ieeue of 
January 30, 1961, p. 5, ool. 4. 
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girl remained la attendance. The three Hegro girls con­

tinued to attend the Franta Sohool whooo white enrolment 

flaotaatod, having riaen aa high aa twenty-three. It wee 

quite evident that the parents in this community desired to 

send their ohildroa to eohool bat feared physical and 

economic threata and reprisals. 

Notwithstanding the sordid reflection cost upon the 

oity by tho small bat verbal and lawless group of eltlsens 

who would defy tho odioto of even the highest court in the 

nation, the aohool year 1960-61 saw the beginning of 

deeegregation of pablio aehoole in the oity of Hew Orleaaa. 

3. Subsequent Sohool Doaegregstioa. 

Public sohools in How Orleaaa opened for ths 1961-68 

session without incident. Mayor Victor sehlro, who hsd 

replaoed Mayor Morrison, instructed the Superintendent of 

Police to take whatever steps hs oonaidered necessary to 

preveat raolal outbroako aad domoastrstions. With this firm 

policy established by the local authorities oteunoh segre­

gationists opened many privets sehools and instructed their 

pupils to seek State grants-in-aid to attend them. 

Tho number of integrated pablio sohools in New Orleana 

aad the number of Hogro pupila attending thea continued to 

laeroaao. By the session 1963-64, twenty-six formerly all-

white publio elementary schools were attended by 347 pupile. 
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A lone white ohild was attending one formerly all-Negro 

elementary school. Additionally, fourteen Negroes wars 

attending the Benjamin Franklin Senior High School for 

Superior Students . 4 0 

The 1963-64 session marked the spread of deeegrega­

tion to other parishes in the State. In Eaat Baton Rouge 

Parish, twenty-eight Hegro seniors were admitted to four 

formerly all-white high schools . 4 1 Although no sohool 

desegregation has yet occurred in Plaquamlmea Parish, 

several of the Hegro schools are being boycotted. Desegre­

gated educational f a o l l i t i e s here and in neighboring pariehea 

are imminent. 

4 . Summary. 

It haa been seen that the Louisiana State Constitu­

tion provided for separate public education for Negroes at 

the elementary and secondary levels. Through Acts of ths 

Legislature provisions wore made for their undergraduate 

college eduoation. In order to ensure segregation at the 

40 The Times-Picayune. Hew Orleans, "Mixed Sohools 
in How Orleaaa Total 86", a newa item la Tol. 187, Ho. 229, 
lesue of September 10, 1963, Sec. 3, p. 5, col. 4. 

,*jjftt S«" Orlcoma States-Item, "Member,gulto 
Biracial Groupa", a news Item in Tol. 67, Ho. 117, lesus of 
October 84, 1968, p. 13, ool. 7-8. 
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graduate level the Logiolature pasted Aot Ho. 148 which 

provided for Hegro graduate edueation outslds of ths Ststs 

of Louisiana. 

notwithstanding this attempt by the Legislature to 

maintain the status QUO, S Hogro applied for admission to 

tho Law Sohool of Louisiana 8tate Univereity. Knowing that 

tho provioiono of Aot Ho. 141 would not stand up la coart, 

tho Legialature Immediately established a Law sohool at 

Southern Univeraity. 

Thia inferior Law Sohool at Southern Univereity did 

not satisfy Hegro graduate students. In 1950, through 

court action, a Hegro was admitted to tho Law Sohool ot 

Louiaiana State University. He won hie case on the grounds 

thet the Southern Law Sohool did not offer the faoilitleo 

aad advantages equal to thoee provided by the Law sohool 

at Louiaiana State Univeraity. Through oimilar coart notion, 

Hegroee were admitted to other areaa of tho groduate eohool 

of Louiaiana State Univereity. 

Considerably more difficulty was oxperleaoed by 

Hegroee in gaining admission to the undergraduate sohool of 

Louisiana State University. A suit Involving olaee aotlon 

waa filed agaiaat Ita Board of Supervisors by Alexander p. 

Tureaud, Jr, His argument also waa one of unequal educa­

tional opportunitleo. Aa a result of this case and ths 

1954 Supreme Court decision, Hegroee were admitted to tho 
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undergradueto sohool of Louiolana State Univereity and alao 

other formerly all-whits oollegeo oupported by the State. 

The oity of How Orleans maintained ite educational 

leadorahip in the State. The Orleana Parish Publio Sohool 

System wee the first perioh system to desegregate its 

sehoola. Thia waa not accomplished, however, without con­

siderable litigation, legislative action, racial outbursts, 

aad violeaoo whioh focueed national attention upon aa 

otherwise law abiding slty. 

Publio sshool deeegregation haa continued to progress 

in Louisiana. In Hew Orleeno additional aohools are being 

desegregated aad more Negro pupila are now attending formerly 

all-white eehoole. For tho aeaaion 1963-64, Eaat Baton 

Rouge Pariah atarted desegregating ita aehoole beginning at 

tho senior high sohool level. Ho eohool deeegregation haa 

ao yet oeourred la Plaquemines Pariah but eoaaiderlng the 

present restleasneas of ito population, some changeo are 

Imminent. It appears only a matter of time before Louieisna 

will eliminate its dual system of publie eduoatioa. 



SUtfKARI AND CONCLUSIONS 

This thesis traces the development of public educa­

tion for Hegroes In Louisiana is the light of its raolal 

and soolsl background. In order to study educational de­

velopment the problem was posed: Whet affect hae racial 

aegrogation had upon the development of publie education for 

Hegroee? It wae hypothesized that radical aegrogation has 

rstardsd ths development of public education for Negroes in 

Louisiana to such an extent that it became necessary to tsks 

steps to abolish the duel system of public eduoation. 

The subject waa divided into five chaptare for study: 

Chapter I - Background and Beginnings of Publio Eduoation 

for Kegroea In Louisiana; Chapter II - Eduoatioa during 

Reconstruotion; Chapter III - Eduoation during Home Rule; 

Chapter IT - Separate but (not) Equal Education; and 

Chapter T - Present Status, The Beginning of Desegregated 

Education. 

In order to afford an understanding of the sooial 

climate la whioh publio education for Hegroes had ita origin, 

chapter one considered the ethnic background of the people 

of Louisiana, the problems experienced in establishing a 

aystorn of publio education for the white inhabitants of ths 

State, and the conditions under whioh publio education for 

Hegroes started. 
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The early development of Louisiana's system of 

education was within a oultural pattern predominately French. 

It wae influenced by a casts systsm bassd upon race and 

economics. Although the white race predominated, eooiel 

atratlfication according to wealth prevailed within thie 

group. 

Tho Free-People-of-Color were next on the eooiel 

aoelo. Although disliked, thoy were tolerated. Thie may 

have been tho result of guilt feelings for their exietenoo 

harbored by many members of the white reee or becauae their 

wealth guaranteed them eooiel acceptance. 

Tho Hogro occupied the lowest stratum. He owned 

nothing. HO wae brought to Louieiene to work as a slave 

snd his valus waa only in terms of hie usefulness to his 

master. 

During the Territorial Period, the major objsotlvee 

for advocating eduoatioa of the maesss wsre aelf-government 

and atatehood. The Hegro could not bo e functioning pert 

of either of these, therefore his eduoation wae not 

eeneidered. 

After Loulsisna was admitted into the Uaion, several 

attampta were mads to establish a eyetem of publio eduoation. 

Thie waa of little ooncom to the Hegro. The provlalona of 

tho Black Code made hia ineligible for its benefits. Thsy 

alao restricted the activities of tho Free-People-of-Color. 
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In 1141, s Constitution waa written which contained 

provisions for publio education. This was for white children 

only. Another Constitution waa written in 1858 which 

embodied substantially the same provisions. 

The declaration of war between the States and the 

freedom of the slsves precipitated initial efforte et publie 

eduoation for the Hegro in Louiaiana. General Banks, the 

Federal officer plaood in eoaoand of Louisiana after it 

fell to the Union foroee, issued General Ordera No. 38 estab­

lishing sohools throughout tho State for the newly emanoi-

pated Hogro. 

In 1864, under military occupation, Louisiana adopted 

another Constitution. It freed the slaves, nullified tho 

provlalona of the Black Code, aad included publie eduoatioa 

for all children In the State. However, because of his 

racial and eooiel classification, education for tho Hogro 

got off to a late start. It began by aa order from a 

yodoral general and only afterwards did the State aeeume ita 

reeponsibllity to its Hegro populace. 

Chapter two considered the seemingly rapid sdvenoes 

whioh eduoation for Hegroes made and the antagonism whioh 

this created among many members of the white race during the 

Reconstruction Period. 

Although tho Conetitution of 1864 authorized eduoa­

tion for ell ehildren, tho State provided nothing for Hegro 

ohildron during the early yeare of the Reconstruction Period. 
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In 1868, a new Constitution, which directed a radloal 

change ia eduoation in the State woo adopted. Sohools were 

opened to everyone regardless of race, color, or previous 

condition. There were to bo no eoparate sehools for whitss 

and Kegroea. 

Shortly thereafter the Freedmen'a Bureau whioh wee 

given control of the sehools established by General Banka 

transferred all of ito holdiaga to tho state Department of 

Edueation. 

Mr. Conway, the now State Superintendent of Publie 

Education, met with considerable opposition in trying to 

enforce the provisions of tho new Oonatitutloa. Many white 

peroona would have preferred to abolish ths State's system 

of pablio edueation rather than have Hegroee and whltea 

attend aohool together. 

The resentment to mixed sehools reeehed e feverish 

pltoh whan William 0. Brown, a Hogro, waa eleeted State 

Superintendent. The people of Hew Orleana who had led the 

State in all other educational activities wsrs most demon­

strative in expressing their disapproval. Local newopepers 

encouraged the white high oohool boys to acta of violence 

and lawleaaaooa. Theee youtha vialtod the formerly all-white 

aohools snd forcefully ojooted snyons who, by visual examina­

tion, appeared to be Hegro. Their wrath waa aot oaly dlreoted 

towarda tho Negroes bat towarde anyone who endeavoured to 

fulfill the requiremente of the State Conetitution. 
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The State*a allotment from the Peabody Fund, under 

tho oupervlaioa of Mr. Lusher, waa used to provide and main­

tain private aohoolo for white persons who refused to attend 

public sohools with Hsgro ehildren. 

The racial hatred which developed during the Recon­

etruetlon Period far outlasted the repid progress la publio 

edueation which Negroes experienced. 

Chapter three, discussed Eduoation during Home Rule. 

Thie period wae characterized by aa educational eetbaok for 

Kegroea when Reconstruction ended and the Fedorel troops 

were recalled. 

Mr. Luaher was again elected to the office of State 

Superintendent of Publio Education. Is spits of Constitu­

tional stipulstlons he encouraged local authoritlee to pro­

vide separate sehools for whitee and Hegroee ss thoy deemed 

neeossary. Maintaining hia poeitloa as local agent of tho 

Peabody Fund, Mr. Lusher now diverted a portion of 

Louisiana's allotment to the separate sohools for Negroes. 

In 1879, another Constitution was sdoptod which 

stated nothing concerning mixing of the racee la aehoole. 

It additionally provided for the establishment of s univer­

aity for tho higher education of persons of color. 

Southern University was established. Besidss grant­

ing degrees in Arts snd Lsttsrs, it served as s high sohool 

and a Normal sohool for the Hegro boys and girls of ths 
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State. Thus, Louisiana advanced a atop further by providing 

a State-oupported teacher-training Institution for Ita 

prospective Hogro educators. 

In 1896, tho United States Supremo Court concurred 

with the dooiolon of the State Supreme Court, in the caee of 

?att»ftj TtJittf g*rguson, by upholding the validity of 

Louisiana's segregation lawa concerning transportation. Tho 

State took advantage of thia rationale for separating the 

raoas and, in 1898, adopted another Conetitution whioh made 

seperate eohools for whitee and Hegroes mandatory. 

Coming to the aid of tho Hogro et thie time were 

varioua organizations and indivlduala whose guidance end 

financial aupport assisted the development of his edueatloaal 

system. Foremost among theee were the Louisiana Edueation 

Aaaooiation, formerly the Louiaiana Oolored Teechero 

Aaaoeiatioa, whoeo greatest contribution waa the promotion 

of professionalism among Hogro educators; the Sleter Fund 

whioh provided County Training Sohoolo for the eduoation of 

Hogro rural teachers; tho Anna F. Jeanee Foundation whioh 

hired Itinerant teachera, trained in handicrafts, whoee 

duties wore to oasist the teachers in several small rural 

sohools; and later, the Roeenwald Fund, which cooperated 

with other agonoloa but also otresssd a rural school build­

ing program. 
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In opite of the assistance whleh these agencies 

rendered to the eoparate sohools for Negroes, educetion for 

negroes waa in a very poor condition. 

Although tho opinion of the United Statea Supreme 

Court, as delivered by Mr. Justice Brown in the cess of 

Plessy versus Ferguson, wss used aa the authority for pro­

viding eoparate educational faellltiea for whitee end Kegroea 

in Louialaaa, little consideration waa given to the under­

lying propoeitlon upon whioh it wae besad. "Separate but 

equal" meeat aothing to thoee charged with the reepoaalbility 

ef odminloteriag the duel eyetem of eduoatioa. 

In chapter four, an investigation waa made of the 

condltlone existing in sehools for white ehildren end those 

for Hegroes during the period from 1900 to 1943. The areas 

considered were those pertaining to pupile, to ourrioula 

offerings, to teaohing personnel, end to eohool buildings. 

It was found that when the two eyotems began, aoao of theee 

feotora in the sohoola for Hegroee were equal to thoee in 

the eohools for white ohildron. Twenty-five years later, 

although progrees had beea made, thoy hed not yet beoome 

equalised. 

In terme of tho percentage of eduoablee reached, 

in 1900, thirty-two per oent of the Hegroee snd fifty-nine 

per oent of the whites were enrolled in sshool. By 1948, 

this figure for Hegroee hed inoreaeed to 79.5 per oent. 
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Slaoo 1985, however, some typo of eduoation, publio or 

private, had beea available to the total eduoable white 

populatioa of tho State. 

In 1945, o great difference etill prevailed in the 

cost of eduoation for eaoh pupil of average attendance. The 

yearly coot p9T Hogro pupil waa #34.06 whereas the cost per 

white pupil amounted to $113.30 for the same period. 

The currioulum in the eehoole for Hegroee wss 

originally planned in termo of aoeial usefulness. Tho Hogro 

was trained to work im hia environment. By 1943, however, 

eduoators were beginning to think in terme of the neede end 

abilltiea of the individual Negro pupile. Academic eduoation 

on tho eooondary level was grsdually being provided for them. 

The needs and abilities of the white pupils had 

always been considered. The coureee available to them were 

many and varied. Aa early aa 1985 a eeooadery eehool pro-

riding aoademio eduoation waa within reach of every white 

pupil in the State. 

By consolidating tho small rural sshools, a more 

extensive program was provided for the white children. In 

1945, however, the vaat majority of rural sohools for 

Hegroee were of tho one-toaoher and two-teacher types. 

For the entire period 1900 to 1945, lnequalitiee 

existed in terms of teaching personnel In the eehoole for 

Negroes aad overcrowded conditions prsvsiled. The lower 
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salary of the Hogro teaeher waa ensured by a shorter eohool 

session in the eohools for Hegroee. the number of teacher-

trainlng institutions available to Hegroee could aot 

adequately meet the demands of ths Hegro sohool population. 

Tho great dlfferenee existing between the number of 

sohools compared to the eduoable population for Hegroee 

and whites in 1900 gradually disappeared by 1945. This 

would seem to be an approach towarda equality until It 

ia remembered that la 1945 most of the eohools for Hegroes 

were still of the one-tesoher and two-teacher types whereas 

tho oohoolo for ohlteo were of the large consolidated typo. 

For tho 1944-48 ssssion the Stats spsnt $3,385,098.74 

providing traaaportatlon for 144,590 white children to 

these consolidated sohools. State authoritiee were beginning 

to think In termo of consolidation and transportation for 

Hogro pupile but aa yot no tangible evidence existed. 

A better Indication of the Inequality whioh existed 

In the area of aohoolo and facilities for whitee and Hegroes 

is the value of sohool property. The total value of Hegro 

sohool property ia 1945 wae $8,099,485.78 compared to the 

$78,681,499.03 value of white sohool property. The number 

of white edueables ia the State was approximately one and 

one-half timee the number of Hegro edueables yst ths value 

of sshool property for white ehildren was a little more than 

nine times that provided for Hogro ohildron. 
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The Hogro populace realized that eoparate edueatloaal 

fcollitlee would never be equal. Aa long as ssgregated 

eduoation wse maintained, provisions for his children would 

elweyo troll those of tho white ohildroa. It therefore waa 

aeeeeeary to abolish the duel system of education. 

Chapter five considered initial efforte at school 

desegregation, desegregation in New Orleana, and the present 

status of school deeegregation in Louisiana. Thia chapter 

reviewed tho prooeee of desegregation whioh atartsd st tho 

univereity level. In 1950, through court action, s Hegro 

wss admitted to the Law Sohool of Loulsiaaa State Univereity. 

Through oimilar oourt aetlon, Hegroee were admitted to other 

departments of ita graduate aohool. 

Considerably more difficulty waa experienced by 

Hegroee in gaining admission to tho undergraduate eohool of 

Louislens Ststo University. A suit involving eiaos aetlon 

wee filed against its Board of Supervisors by Alexander P. 

Tureaud, Jr. His argument waa baaed upon unequal odueotional 

opportunitleo. Aa a result of this case and the 1954 Supreme 

Oourt decision, Hegroes wore admitted to the undergraduate 

oohool of Louisiana State University and other formerly ell-

white coliegee supported by the State. 

The first parish publio sohool systsm to deeegregete 

waa that of Orleano. This was not accomplished, however, 

without considerable litigation, legislative aetloa, red el 
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outbursts, and violence which focused national attention 

upon an otherwise law abiding city. 

Publie eohool desegregation hss continued to progress 

in Louisiana. In Hew Orleans, additional schools ere being 

desegregated aad more Hegro pupile are now attending formerly 

all whits schools. For the seesion 1963-64, Bast Baton 

Rouge Perioh started desegregating Its sehools beginning at 

ths ssnior high oohool level. Ho sohool deeegregation hae 

yet oeourred in Plaquemines Parish but considering the pre­

sent reetlessnees of ito population some changes are 

imminent. It appeera only a matter of time before Louiaiana 

will eliminate its dual systsm of publie edueation. 

Thua did publie eduoatioa for Negroes la Loulsiaaa 

develop. Because of recial segregation and the Hegroee 

servile ststus, eduoation wsa not afforded them when it was 

Initiated for the reet of the populaoe. 

The war between the Stateo ohaaged the Hegroee' 

aoeial status and a Federal military order provided hia 

firat free edueatioa. It waa oaly after this that ths State 

aeaumed ita responsibility. 

Ths influences of the Reeoaotruotion Period geve 

tho Hogro e false sense ef educational aeourlty by plaoing 

him on an equal baaia with the rest of tho population. Thie 

only created s greater hatred for Kegroea among many membere 

of the white race. 
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Whstt Federal troopa were removed from the State and 

local authoritiee assumed oontrol of their own affairs, 

Hegroee were again segregated ia separate sehools. This 

separation wae approved by the United Statea Supreme Court 

with tho understanding that equality would prevail. 

Duo to tho State's financial inability to sustsin 

two sohool systems and the unhealed wounde of Roconstruction, 

edueation for Hegroes laggsd behind that provided for whites. 

The two systems wsre not equal in terms of the eduoablee 

reached, the curricula provided, the teaching personnel, 

and the sohools. Racial segregation had retarded the 

developmeat of publio eduoation for Hegroee to such an extent 

that it beoame neoessary to take atsps to abolish the dual 

aystem of publio eduoation. 

The prooess of desegregation in Louisiana is 

necessarily s slow one. Slow, because it hae to readjust 

the southern mhite man*s philosophy concerning what he had 

commonly termed "our southern way of life". In recent years 

it has become a matter of national concern. 

One by one, however, the various parlshss of 

Loulsiaaa are in the prooess of admitting Hegroae to formerly 

all-white schools. Many oleer thinking white citizene are 

elding thie oauss bsoause thoy realize that the dual eystsa 

ef education penalizea the white ohild as wall sines moniss 
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whioh can barely finanoo one sohool systsm adsquatsly must 

bs divided between eohools for white and Hegro children. 

A elngle systsm of public eduoation, available to 

all children of tho State, meeting their specifio needs, 

dovoloplnf their full potential, and affording thorn tho 

means of aatiafying their higheet aspirations, can bs 

envisioned In Louiaiana ia the not too distant future. 
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In thia oace the United Stateo Supreme Court ruled 
that the doctrine of eoparate bat eqaal has no plsoo in publio 
oduoetion. 

-.—...-, "Brown et al. v. Board of Edueatioa of 
Topeka et el., May 31, 1985", In Uaited States Roporto. Tol. 
349, 1953, p. 894-301. 

Tho method for dealing with pending and aubsequent 
coses was given. 

The two forogolag case* were used In thie etudy be-
oeuoo thoy cleared tho way for publie sshool dssogregatlon in 
Louielama. 
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The following court eases, for whioh no reporters 
srs given, are lieted in chronological order. 

"Ex Parte Plessy, December 19, 1898", In the 
Southern Reporter, Tol. 11, 1893, p. 948-951. 

In thie case, Aot Ho. Ill of the State Legialature 
waa upheld by the Supreme Court of Louisiana. It la pertin­
ent to this study in that ths State oourts sanctioned racial 
segregation. 

"Wilson v. Board of Supervisors of Loulsisna 
Stats University end Agricultural and Mechanical College, 
October 7, 1950", in tho Federal Supplement. Tol. 98, 1951, 
p. 986-989. 

Thia oaaa oonoerne dessgregetion of the Law Sohool 
end led to dossgrsgstion of other departmente of the graduate 
aohool of Louiaiana State University. 

It lo used in thie etudy to indicate the initial 
atape towarda public sohool dessgrsgstioa. 

"Tureaud v. Board of Supervisors of Louisiana 
State Univereity and Agricultural and Mechanical College et 
el,, September 11, 1911", ia the Federal Supplement. Tol. 
116, 1964, p. 846-851. 

Thia caee eoneema desegregation of the undergreduete 
aohool of Louiolana State University. A judgment was rendered 
in Tureaud*a favor boeaueo undergraduate courses et the 
white end Hegro State universities were aot comparable. 

"Board of Supervieore of Louiaiana State 
Univereity and Agricultural and Moohanioal Oollege et al. v. 
Tureaud, Ootober 88, 1953", In the Fedorel Reporter Second 
Seriee, Tol. 807, 1954, p. 807-813. 

The Board's sppsal waa granted becauae the original 
oaae waa not heard by a three-judge court. 

"Alexander P. Tureaud, Jr., a minor, by 
Alexander p. Tureaud, Sr,, hia father and next friend, 
petitioner, v. Board of Supervisors of Lousiana State Univer­
sity end Agricultural and Mechanical College, May 24, 1954", 
in the Supremo Court Reporter. Tol. 74, 1954, p. 784. 

It waa ruled thet this oaae be considered In the 
light of tho May 17, 1954 United States Supremo Court 
decielon. 

The three foregoing cases are of Importance to this 
study because through them the undergraduate sohool of a 
formerly sll-white State university was desegregated. 
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"Karl Benjamin Bush st al., Plaintiffa, v. 
Orleana Pariah Sohool Board et al., Defendants, February 15, 
1956", In ths Federal Supplement. Tol. 138, 1956, p. 536-348. 

"Karl Benjamin Bush et el., Plaintiffs, v. 
Orleans Parish Sohool Board et al., Defendants. Harry K. 
Williams st si., Plaintiffa, v. Jimmie H. Davis, Governor 
of the State of Louiolana et al., Defendants, August 29, 
1960", In the Federal Supplersont. Tol. 187, 1961, p. 42-46. 

"Karl Benjamin Bush et el., Plaintiffs, v. 
Orleans Pariah Sohool Board st si., Defendants. Harry K. 
Wllliame et al., Plaintiffa, v. Jimmie H. Davis, Governor 
of the State of Louisiana, et al., Defendants. United 
Stetea of America, Plaintiff, v. State of Louisiana et al., 
Defendants, Hovsmbsr 30, 1960", in ths Fedorel Supplement. 
Tol. 188, 1961, p. 916-938. 

"Karl Benjamin Bush st si., Plaintiffs, v. 
Orleans Parish School Board st si., Dsfondente, Deoember 21, 
1960", in the Federal Supplement. Tol. 190, 1961, p. 861-867. 

All of the Bush oases are olass action casee con­
cerning deeegregation of the publio eohools in Orleans 
Parieh. Thoy ers used in thie etudy to show how deeply 
embedded in tho minds of some of the people the ides of 
separata sohools for whites and Hegroee had become, end the 
efforts exerted by the State*e highest publio officials 
towards preserving the status quo. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ABSTRACT OF 

The Development of Public Education for Hegroes 
In Louialanal 

This thesis tracss the development of publio eduoa­

tion for Hegroee In Louisiana in the light of ita racial 

and sooisl baekground. In order to etudy educational 

development the problem wae posed: What offcot has racial 

segregation had upon the development of publie education 

for Hegroes? It was hypothesized that racial segregation 

hae retarded the development of public oduoetion for Kegroea 

In Louieisna to auoh an extent that it became necessary to 

take steps to abolish ths dual system of public edueation. 

The eubjeot wae divided into five ohaptero for etudy. 

In chapter one, Baekground end Boginningo of Public Eduoation 

for Negroes in Louisiana, it was seen thet the early develop­

ment of Louisiana's system of education was within a cultural 

pattern predominantly Freneh. It wae influenced by a caate 

system based upon race and economics. 

Tho major object!vee for advocating eduoation of the 

masses, while Louisiana was still s territory, were 

1 Mohamad J. Shalk, doctoral thesis presented to the 
Sohool of Psychology snd Eduoation of the Univereity of 
Ottawa, Ontario, September 1964, xvli-818 p. 
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eelf-government and atatehood. Tho Hegro oould not perteke 

of either of thoee, therefore hie eduoation was aot 

considered. 

When Loulsisna was admitted into the Union ae e 

state, its initial conetitution contained nothing concerning 

eduoation. Constitutions adopted in 1845 aad 1858 provided 

pablio edueation for white ohildron only. The previsions 

of tho Black Code prevented eduoatioa of Hegroes. 

War bstwson tho stateo and the freedom of the slaves 

precipitated initial efforte et publio edueation of the 

Hogro la Louiaiana. General Banka, ths Fsderal officer 

pleoed in command of Louisiana after it fell to the Union 

foroea, iaauod General Orders Ho. 58 establishing schools 

throughout the State for tho newly emancipated Hegro. 

In 1864, under military oooupation, Louisiana adopted 

another Constitution. It freed the slaves, nullified the 

proviclone of tho Black Code and included public eduoation 

for all ohildroa ia the State. 

Chapter two, Education during Reconstruction, con­

sidered the false sense of educational security efforded 

Hegroes by ths seemingly repid progress which they experienced 

daring thin period. The Constitution adoptsd in 1868 not 

only provided education for all children but it prevented 

segregated sohoollng on ths basis of raoe, oolor, or previoue 

condition. There was open resentment to thoss provisions. 
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When William 0. Brown, a Hegro, was olooted State Superin­

tendent of Public Edueation, aota of lawlessness and 

vlolenoo oeourred, particularly in the oity of Hew Orleana. 

The aftermath of Reconstruction, the return of Home 

Rule, wae discussed in chapter three. The Constitution of 

1879, by mentioning nothing concerning segregation, per­

mitted local authoritiee to establish separate sohools for 

white end Hegro ehildren. 

Southern University was established for the higher 

education of Hegroes. It also served ae a high school and 

a Hormel Sohool for proapeotlve teachera. 

Ia 1696, the United Statea Supreme Court concurred 

with the deoislon of the State Supremo Court, la the oass of 

Plossr vcraua Ferguson, by upholding the validity of 

Louisiana's ssgrsgation laws concerning transportation. The 

State took advantage of thie rationale for separating the 

raceo and, in 1898, adopted another Conetitution whioh made 

eoparate sohools for whitee and Hegroes mandatory. 

Coming to the eld of the Hegro at thie time were 

various organizations and individuals whoss guidanoe and 

financial aupport assisted the development of hie educational 

system. 

The proposition underlying the United States Supremo 

Court deoiaioa permitting separation of the races was that 

civil end political equality would exist. 
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In chapter four, an investigation was mads of the 

conditions exist ing in sehoola for white children and thoee 

for Hegroee during the period from 1900 to 1945. Considering 

tho pupila, i t was found that the percentage of pupils reaohed 

and the per capita cost of eduoation were lower in the sohools 

for Hegroes. The plsnnsd curricula of ths sohools for Hegroee 

permitted only limited oourse offerings. In the area of 

teaohing personnel, the sohools for Negroes had a higher pupil-

teeeher ra t io , paid lower sa lar ie s , and provided lneufficleat 

State-supported teacher-training inst i tut ions . Finsl ly , 

schools for Negroes outnumbered those for whites. Small one-

teacher aohools were provided for Hegro children whereas 

white children attended large consolidated aohools. In value, 

however, sohool property for whites amounted to nine times 

that provided for Hegroes, yet the white eduoable population 

was only one and one-half times ths size of the Hegro 

eduoable population. 

The Hegro populaoe realized that their segregated 

educational system would never be equal to the system pro­

vided for white ehildren. Chapter five dlsouesed the steps 

taken by the Negro leaders in dsssgrsgatlng Louisiana's 

system of publio education. Desegregation started at the 

univereity l e v e l , moved to *be elementary sehoola, and then 

to tho high sohools. 
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One by one, the varioua parishes of Louisiana are 

in the process of admitting Negroes to formerly all-white 

schools. Ths retardation caused in the development of publio 

education for Hegroes In Louisiana provoked by racial ssgrs­

gation is about to be eliminated through the adoption of a 

single system of public education in the State. 


