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Take a few minutes to imagine what students 

are doing during the first few minutes of 

class time in an ideal scenario.  When you’re 

ready, draw what is happening 

(realistic or abstract). 

There is only one rule – 

NO WORDS.   



From our work today you will be able to 

develop and deliver anticipatory sets that 

activate students' existing knowledge 

and/or engage interest in order to foster 

meaningful learning in the classroom.



“From now on you will know what you are doing
when you teach, why you are doing what you do,

and do that consciously and deliberately to increase
your students’ learning.”



Anticipatory Sets

Give students practice to help them accomplish 

learning objectives 

Focus students on learning 

Give Instructor diagnostic information about 

entry behavior 



PRIME TIME

Student  
Learning 

Objectives

Anticipatory
Set Followed By



Learning Objectives

More boring words that you probably don't care about

Boring words that you may or may not understand

So bored

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ



From our work today you will be able to 

develop and deliver anticipatory sets that 

activate students' existing 

knowledge and/or engage interest in order to 

foster meaningful learning in the classroom.



"We understand new things in the 

context of things we already 

know, and most of what we know 

is concrete." 

"Why Don't Students
Like School?" 

Daniel T. Willingham



"all learning involves transfer 

from previous experiences." 

"How People Learn" 
National Research Council



Chapter 1: How Does Students' Prior Knowledge
Affect Their Learning?









A N A L O G I E S  

Analogy: Research as Puzzle 

Simple 

Low-prep 

Shows similarities 

between concepts



R E P L I C A T E  A  F A M I L I A R  
I N F O R M A T I O N  T A S K  

Requires 

more time  
More 

technical 
May be Easier to integrate 
throughout lesson 



Current event: Refugee crisis 

C O N N E C T  T O  C O N T E N T  
A R E A  K N O W L E D G E  

Brief review 

Generates 

discussion 

May add context 

to an 

information task



C O N N E C T  T O  P O P  
C U L T U R E / H U M O R  

Connect to an IL or research concept  

Generates discussion 

May add context to an information 

task





Scenario A

You are teaching a session for a 

first-year class and the professor 

asked you to focus your lesson on 

evaluating information resources. 



Scenario B

You are teaching a session for 

an upper-level course and the 

professor asked you to focus your 

lesson on using a subject specific 

database. 



Think about a lesson you teach where you
could implement an anticipatory set

and brainstorm possibilities.  



Thank You
 

Anne Deutsch 

deutscha@newpaltz.edu  

 

Brandon West  

westb@geneseo.edu 

 






