¥ Methodology:

This project mainly focused on archaeological
evidence by examining a myriad of publications by
the Dakhleh Oasis Project, a group excavating in
the Dakhleh Oasis since 1978, as well as papers
from the individual excavators at the site. The
goal was determine end dates for temples in the
Oasis and to investigate any possible Christian
violence towards the temples. As such, the dates
of the construction of churches and/or conversion
of existing buildings into churches has relevance.
Ancient literary sources were not consulted,
except in the case that the location of their find
was beneficial for dating a particular structure,
because of the previously proposed bias towards
a violent motif.
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The temple of Thoth at Amheida is also particularly interesting. Like Ismant el-Kharab, the site
of Amheida is thought to have been abandoned towards the end of the fourth century. The
exact end date of the temple remains unknown, but the discovery of Christian Coptic graffiti
inside the temple indicates that the temple must have been abandoned somewhat before the
abandonment of the site as a whole to have allowed Christians this opportunity (Bagnall and
Cribiore). The presumed temple Ain el-Gedida also shows domestic reuse, not as a stable, but
as a ceramics workshop (Bagnall and Cribiore, Aravecchia). According to Dixneuf, the Christian
Church here was built “during the first third of the fourth century” and was abandoned within
the century (Aravecchia). Bowen suggests that the temple of Seth at Mut was later the site of a
Christian Church (2012), but further excavation is necessary to reveal any details. Further
excavation and dating is necessary to provide dates for the end of other temples in the Oasis
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