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The following changes have been made in thie thesiss

The bibliography has been greatly enlarged us well
as annotated.

There are now five chapters as suggested by Dre.
Brault.

The former firat chapter dealing in detail with
the machinery of government hae been deleteds

¥Much new mgterial has been added to the last two
¢haptera.

There are now less quotations because many of !«
those formerly used have been paraphrased.

The compilation of the thesis has been wade to
conform to the University of Ottawa etandards
studied by the author during last summer's course
in Methodology.






LINIRODUCTION

This thesis attempts to maintain that Sir Francis Bond
Head, the last Lisutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, should
bear a large share of the blame for the Insurrection of 1837
in Upper Canada. There have been varied opinions as to his
culpability in the past, but the author is eonvinced that
after all reliable sources of history for this period have
been studied carefully, there is conclusive evidence that the
aforementioned statement can be proven to be accurate.

We all are aware that much in Canadian Higtory remains
to be done and that there is a vast amount of research awaite-
ing future History scholars. This short thesis, aithough
perhaps infinitesimal, will contribute a emall part towards
the completed whole. The author feels that the faecte related
in this thesis and gleaned from many scurces have not before
baeen compiled in one single work. Then, too, there is the
growing conviction among research workers that many History
texts have not presented unblased or accurate aceounts of the
Insurrection of 1837 and the varicus participants. Professor
New, in nhis latest book on Lord Rurham, intimates the same
opinion and pces so far as to state research has convinced
him that Fapineau was naver the rebel that History texts have
branded him. He feels that research will yet lift him into

the category of a statesman. Likewisae, the author is of the



same opinion, in respect to many other rebel participants.
Sufficient credit has never been given in any liistory book
to the contributions of some lieformers towards the culminfe
tion of Colonial Responsible self-government.s In tlie thesis
at hand, the principal topic deals with the régime of Sir
Francis Bond lHead but in so doing it is impossible not to

e lucidate upon matters touching other characters and evente
of that period.

Of the booke listed in the bibliography it might be
said that none give in detail all the events of the régime
of Bond Head. It has, therefore, been necessary to &yn-
chronize materiale from all the various sources listed and
mould them into this thesis. Works by MacKenzle, Rolph,
Ryerson, Hincks, Lindsey and Dent contain very fine material
but are somewhat biased since they were bitter enemies of
Sir Francis Bond Head. Likewise, the newspapers and period-
icals of those times were decidedly for or againet the
Governor and the materials in them are also partiean. The
books written by Sir Francis Bond Head are very enlightening
but eontain but one side of the story in which the t.overnor
seeks to justify his actions. ¥hen he was critimized after
his publication of & Narrative he changed his version somee
what in a later writing named, The Emigrante This usction

decidedly weakened Bond Head's case in the light of competent



eritics. The works of Durham, Kingsford, ¥Wallace and Kennedy
are quite reliable and unbiassed but no one of them contains
all the detaile of the period concerned. Many of the above~
mentioned worke have been used as Iimportant sources of
material which have been woven into the fabric of this thesis.
However, one old publication, in particular, has thrown a
great deal of lisht upon the actual minute detaills prior to
and during the actual Insurrection. This book, A Veteran of
48128, gives the actual happenings of the times by the very
Commander-in«Chief of the forces of Bond Head, viz.: Colonel
Jameg Fitzgibbone The atatements are reliable and it is more
detalled than other works as regards the events of the ametual
Rebellion itself. UOUeveral pamphlets written by Fitzgibbon
were of importance and in fact the above-mentioned book is a
compllation of a series of pamphlets by the esame suthor.
During the period of research work for this thesis the
author has made uee of facilities at The Public Archiives of
Canada, (ttawa, at the University of Toronto Library, at the
University of liestern Cntario Library, at the University of
Qttawa Library and at the local municipal libraries in Ottawa,
Kitchener and Hamiltone. A great deal of the work was done at
The Public sArchives of Cunada, OUttawa, where tie writer wmade
full use of that institution's numerous indexes, catalo;ues,

and other helps. Considerable hLelp was obtained from various



volumes of The Canadlan Higtorigcal Heview obtained by mail
from Torontw University. The author ovned a copy of ReCe.

Trotter's work, Canadinn lijstory, A Syllabus and Guide
Read ing.

The appendix at the end of the thesis has been included
because the author felt, rather than delete certain long
quotationes taken from important sources, they should be given
in order to give readers ample opportunity to become wore
conversant with some of the faets dealt vith in more detail.
No more has been included in the appendix than was considered

absolutely necessary to give a clear plcture of certain eventse.

AXXXX



The Right Honourable 8ir Francis Bond Head, Bart., K.C.H.,
was born in 1793. He was an officer in the Royal Engineers,
and was present at Vaterloo. In 1828 he finally retired from
the army. In 1834 he waa appointed as Assistant~Poor lLaw
Commigsioner in Kent, and in 1836 he waes appointed Lieutenant-
Governor of Upper Canada, being sworn in in January, 1836.

He was made a baronet in 1837, tendered his resignation in
September of that year and was replaced by Sir George Arthur
in March, 1838,

It is very difficult to understand why the British Qovern=-
ment chose Sire Francis Bond Head as Lisutenant-Governor of
Upper Canada at the time, when a distinct erisis loomed and
the services of a tried and wise administrator were needed.
8ir John Colborne had Jjust been recalled since he had eontine
ued to ignore the demands and grievances presented by the
Reform groupe 5ir Francie Bond Head, in his book, A Narrative,
relates that he was the nost surprised person in the world
when he was awakened by a mesgenger after midnight informing
him to call at the Colonial Office next morning to dilscuss
his appointment as Lieutenant-Governor to Upper Canada. Prior

%o that he had never even met Lord Glenelg, the Colonial



Secraetary. After one or two short interviewe with that gen=-
tleman, and an audience with the King, Sir Francis left for
North America. During the brief talks with Lord Glenelg,
there was only a cursory discussion of colonial affairs ending
in the presentation of a copy of the Report on Grievances.

The Colonial Secretary advised the careful study of this dooc-
ument, but, since he bad no time to discuss it thoroughly, he
had included some written recommendations on the proposals
therein. So, with such a brief and hurried method of appoint-
ment, Sir Franclis Bond liead was despatched to cope with an
extremely serious situation. It was typiecal of the indiffer-
ence and carelessness that prevailed then at Downing ODireet
Colonial office.

No man could hardly have been more unsuited for the
position either as to training or ubility. Here are his own
words admitting that fact:s ™I wase really grossly ignorant
of everything that in any way related to the government of
our colonies eeeee I was no more connected with human politics
than the horses that were drawing me -- as, I have never
joined any political party, had never attended a political
diecusaion and had never even voted at sn election." W¥hat a
tragedy to seml a man like that to & Province demanuing the
skill and tact of a trained Governor! Besides this, DBond Head

seemed to have no idea of the type of goveranment exlsting in
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his own homeland. It is almost incredible to us that a gentle-
man of his station in life coudd have scarcely any knowledge of
the British parliamcntary system that was developing, whereby
the country was being ruled more and more by the influence of
the Cabinet responsible to public opinion.

The appointnent of 3ir Francis Bond Head has puzzled
wiser heads than his and there is a tradition that the Colonial
Office really intended the office for Sir bEdmund Head. 8ir
Francie Hincks, in his book Reminiscences of his iublic Life
adheres to the idea of mistaken identity for he hud had plenty
of opportunity to confer with Enrlish authorities. However,
other writers, such as Kingaford, doubt the possibility of the
mistake. On one thing almost all writers agree, and that wae
that Sir Francis was devoid of any shadow of pretence to
statesmanship. The texture of his mind was 1i ht and airy$ he
was inordinately vain and gelf-conscious. Ilis temperament wae
rash, inconsiderate, impetuous and superficial. He wae always
fond of producing dramatic effects and had ever an eye for some
coup de théftre.

It is not surprising, then, to find this Lieutenant-
Governor in great difficulties soon after his arrival in Upper
Canada. His beginning was muspicious in that he displayed a
conciliatory and co=operative manner and evidenced his desire

to work in harmony with all groups, This was short-lived for



his declaration to rule without advice from any source but
Downing Street soon alienated the heform groupse Sir Francis
Bond Head dismissed his kxecuiive Council and appointed one
that did his biddings he dissolved the recalcitrant Assembly
and had one consisting ciiefly of Tories elected under the
guise of loyalty. 1l. Followlng the course of his predecessors,
he fell into the clutches of the Family Compact group who used
him as its tool. Apart from the small sedate group with which
he associated himself in Upper Canada, he left at the end of
his term very few friends anywhere. He alienated the friend-
ship of all seform groupsj he lost the respect of the Roman
Catholice in Upper Canada because he conceded them few priv-
ileges and because he connived in Og#ange Urder activitiesj he
had no understanding or sympathy for French Canadianej he
openly insulted and angered the United Statesj he quarrelled
with the members of the Royal Commission investigating colonial
affairs; he remonstrated with the Colonial Uffice and finally
refused to take orders from therej he criticized Lord Durham
and his Report as being unfairj he quarrelled openly with the
British Parliasment when he returned home and was reprimanded
by tlhem and, finally, Queen Vietoria herself, openly rebuked
him for publishing state despatcies in his book before Parlia=
ment had released them. Notwithstanding all the difficulties

1, 3See Appendix I
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with which he had to contend, including the desultory and con-
flicting views of the British Colonial office, it must be
fairly said that he was the poorest and least intelligent of
all the Lieutenant-Coverncrs of the Province. his domineering
manner, his stubborn attitude and his narrow-minded views only
supplenented his lack of training and doomed his work to utter
failure. Almost unanimoucly, historians and writers condemn
him and say that, had he been & man of insight and ability,

ha could quite easily have prevented the outbreak in Upper
Canada and aveided needleess bloodshed.

Sir Francis Bond Head was an Enpglishman of the old order
who looked upon the 1deal social fabrie as consisting of Lords
and Commoners. The former claes was superior and de¢stined to
rule the weaker. The commoners must keep thelr place, and any
{dea of equality or democracy was taboo to him. He conceived
his migsion to Canada to be to fiyht and c¢onduer what he called
the Mlow-bred antagonist democracy." With a mentval background
like that he failed to grasp the picture in Upper Canada as
did Durham who polnted out that there could not be, nor was
there, any distinct class diserepancy, since all the population
was more or less of a kind. Therefore, the support of the
Femily Compact, as a selact group, was fatal and could not be
tolerated. It is very interesting to read what Bond lisad

thought of the Family Compacte. He regarded it simply as that
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upper gtrata of Canadlan wociety and it is difficult for one

to understand how he failed to realize or see any of the
glaring abuses it perpetuated. He sayss (1) "It appears,
ithen, from Lord Durnam's own showing, that this 'Family Com=
pact' wihich his Lordship deems it so adviasable that the Queen
should destroy, ie notning; wmore or lese than that 'sgocial
fabrie' wliich characterizes every civilized community in the
worlde It 1s that social fabric or ratuer fortress, within
which the British yeowan, faruer, and manufacturer is enabled
to repel the extortionate cemands of his labourers: and to
pressrve from pillage and robbery the narvest of his industry
after he had reaped it! The bench, the magistrates, the clergy,
the law, the ianded proprietors, the bankers, the nutive-born
inhabitants and the supporters of the Hstablished Church,

form Jjust as much a 'Family Compact' in ILngland as tley do in
Upper Canada seees This purty, I own, is comparatively a

small onej out to put ihe multitude at the top ano thse few at
the bottom is a radical reversion of ilhe pyramid of scciety
which every reficeting =an ‘mst roresee can end only by its
downfall.® This quotation not only reveals that Sir l'rancis
and the bulk of the population of Upper Canada were .i.sietrical-
ly opposed to each other, but it reveals the nind of an Englishe

man not yet acqualnted with, unor even reconciled 1o the

(1) Head -~ A Narrative -~ Pages 464-460
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demoeratic changes that had taken place in hie own country.
8ir Francis deliberately scoffed at the Republicanism of
the United States and used the most abusive and unwige lan-
guage in reference to that neighboure.

Juet as Sir Francis Bond Head was about toc eall for the
New World he remonstrated strenuously in that he had been
shorn of some of the pomp and splendour that usually accom-
panied the arrival of a New Governor. He demanded, in order
to give him prestige, a new title, a higher salary, and
another aide-de~camp. This is what he says about his trip
to Upper Cansdat (1) "In order that the King's promise
to the lLegislature of Upper Canada should be fdlfilled,
instead of belng sent, as had been customary, in a King's
ship, I was deaired to proceed with my suite, by packet to
New York, from vhence I was to transport them, as well as my
baggage, in the depth of winter, through the United {tates
to Canada eeee. I rsally do them (British Parliament) the
Justice to believe that they were eo intoxicated by the insane
theory of conciliating democracy, that they actually believed
the people of Upper Canada would throw up their hate and be
delighted at the vulgarity of seeing the representative of
their Sovereign arrive among them as an actor of all work,

without dignity of station, demeanour or conducts in short,

(1) Head -- A Narrstive -- Pages 28-3]
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like a Republican governor, who, from his cradle, had besen
brought up to reckon 'that all men are born equal' «= that
the fabric of human society has neither top nor bottom =~
that the protection of property of all desceription belongs
to the multitude, and that the will of the mob is the real
law of the land." Thus did Sir Francis land on our ahores,
a 'Snob' to be sure, and thus did he depart with a similar
outburst of calumny against the lower classes. This so~called
outburst cane when Lord Glenelg, in considering Judge Ridout's
case, accepted the sworn testimony of Mr. Utewart, a carpen-
ter, and a witness, in preference to the opinion of Attorney-
General Hagerman who was not an actual witness. Bond Head
said, "If the deliberate judiecial opinion given by his
Kajesty's Attorney-General to the King's represeniative be
declared to possess no more weight in the mind of his Majesty's
Government than the evidence of a common carpenter, I state,
with deference, that the dignity, honour, and authority of
the Governor are virtually extinct."

8ir Francis Bond Head lacked the dignity and bearing of
a true English nobleman. 8o haughiy and affectatious were
his manners to hls superiors and those under him that Iin the
end he automatically oetracizsed himself from all groupe of
gociety. He was virtually a 'Mugwump' who, like the bat in
the animal fable, belonged to neither the birds nor the beasts.
Hie lack of tact, his frequent misrepresentations, his evident
lack of ability and hia refusal to submit to Imperial author-
ity, all tended to isolate Sir Francie from British political



¢ireless The masses in North America looked upon him as a
British 'monstrosity' who perverted isasues to suit his own
ends, who misinformed or misled the Home Government on
variocus issues, who openly referred to the mongrel aeformers,
who regarded the French as inferior and referred Lo them as
"tainted meat" when mixed with Englieh populations, and who
considered the United States Republicanse ae the scum of the
eaxth.

Let us look at a few direct gquotations of his which cer-
tainly did not lend themselves to an atmosphere of dignity
characteristic of a true BEnglish gentleman. 8ir Francis
wrote this to the Colonial officet "I had only required of
his lia jesty's (lovernment the negative assistance of not belng
undermined at home." In another instance the Governor wrote
the following to a friend prior to the elections in Upper
Canadas (1) "“Do you happen to know why a littls weasel
kills a rat? The rat is the stronger animal of the two and
his teeth are the longestj but he bites his enemy anywhere,
whercas the weasel alwaye waits for an opportunity to fix
his teeth in the rat's Jugular vein and viien he has done so,
he never changes his plan or lets go till the rat ie dead,"
The remark was intended to describe his nethod of warring

against democracy. Again these vwords cccurred in the

(1) Dunham =-- Political Unrest In Upper Canads -- Page 184
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Governor's official mouthpiecs, The To o FPatriot, July,
18372 (1) "“Our mongrel Meformers and the Papineau factlon
muet be content to do whut they can vith the struypling
rabble of Montreal and Quebec. If Papineau does not look
sharp he'll perhaps find his neck cut off before he can say
Jack Robinson, and, however he may feel self-flattered with
81lly notions of his popularity, he may be assured that there
will be none to grieve at such an event. The author of the
Ninety-two Heeolutiong is a traitor, and t¢ ecreate him a
Judge was, in my humble opinion, to place on the British
bench one whose proper situation was the <ocke" Thess are
only a few guotationa that go to show his lack of diseretion
in the use of language, for his abusive dietion aggravated and
goaded his opposition so that what chould have created an
atmosphere of dignity and respect was totally lacking in
that hiysb office he occupied. At times, he was absolutely
erude and vulgar. Durham flailed abueces and enemies un=
mereifully but his diction never exemplified anytliing but

that of a gentleman.

(1) Zoronto Patriot -- July, 1837

XXX
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Chapter IL
IHE LIBUTENANT-GOVERNOR'S “OUK IN UPPLL CANADA

The Liesutenant-Governor, upon taking up his official
duties in Canada, announced that he intended to conduct the
affairs of the Province of Upper Canada with absolute
honesty and with respect 1o the rishts of every classe. Ac~
cordingly, when the necessitly arcse for appointin. three
new Executive Councillors he asked the opiniona of individe
ual men from all groups. Their choice, almost unanimously,
was Robert Baldwin, the moderate Heformer, and upon 3aldwin's
advice two other men were chosen, one of whom was Dr. Holph,
another Reformer. The Lieutenant-Governocr also toured
gsections of the Frovinece on horseback and, in a wespatel,
assured the Colonial Office of the loyalty of the masses but
recom:ended sending in both more settlers and capltal in
order to develop and expand the [Province. All this was
ephemeral and only the calm before the atorm. Xverything
went well as long as the fovernor was allowed his own arbie
trary way of conducting affairs. Soon, however, he diamissed
an Executive Council which denanded the power to advise himg
he prorojued the Assembly which refused supplies because he
wou}d consider no advice of theirsj and, eventually, he landed

squarely in the 'lap' of the Family Coumpact like all his pre-
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decessorse As a team, they continued during the remainder of
his term, avowed enemies of the Upper Canada leformers, the
Lower Canada French, the United Ztates Hepublicane und the
demoeratically-minded groups in England, in short, a combina-
tion to esquelceh all refoim and retain absolute controle 1l
Bond Head adnitted that he had, at firet, offended the Tories
when e uade cuoices to which some of them objected, but he
soon reconciled hiaself with the Family Compact and, together,
they worked, hunt in hand, constantly under the guise of
greating loyalty, Il is interesting to note that this same
group of tories who so loudly preclaimed their cry of loyalty
to the British Crown, iormed the backbone c¢f the -overent that,
later in history, called for union with the United States.

The Family Compact were nominally loyal as long as they had
everything in their power but, the Keformers, exeluding a few
Radicals, have since formed the backbone of the Jrovince.
Never had an issue, in order to shiéld a swall parsaitic group,
been more perverted, and never had the masses of loyal people
been s8¢0 cleverly wronged. The Governor and his accoumplices,
not only used the bogey of dieloyalty to aid their cause, but
they connived in and abetted the reign of terror created by
mobs of Tory VUrangemen who roamed the Frovince, intimidating

Juriee, threateninyg opposition voters, and using various types

le Ses Appendix I.



17

of violence to uphold Tory power. PFPerhaps their heaviest
blows fell upon the Protestant lleform groups, but they cere
tainly alienated the law-abiding and loyal Roman Catholie
eettlers of the Province, so much co, that protests were
made by their Biehop, Alexander Maedonnell. Vlen Glenelg
acsked E1r Francis Bond Head to investipate ithe many charges
Le had reccived againet the OUrange Order, the latter replied,
somewhat nonchalantly, that he saw no reason for any inves=
tigation as thing;s were quite normal. Even Hobert baldwin
had complained directly of (range mobs that had tihreatened
hie life. Turham distinctly pointed out this menace in his
Report. How could Sir Francis have failed to see such a
glarin,; abuse, for the activities of the organization were
legion and were seen and known by everycns. Many of the cl.ief
newspapers of both provinces, including the Yindicator and
the Congtitution, conetantly containad accounts of Urange
mob activities. Heither Sir Francis nor the Tory 'gang!
wanted to see these wrongs, because the truth of the matter
wag that often these mohs were lad and instigated by wen vho
atood high in Tory ranks. DBrldwin relates, that in the mob
that surrounded hia home, he saw officials, sowme of whom
ware magistrates, while it hae been proven beyond doubt,
that the mob which wrecked MacKenzie's newepaper offices con-
tained not only magistrates, but men vho were actually Tory

members of the Covernment.
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Sir Francis Bond Head came to Upper Canada thoroughly
determined in his mind to blot out all tracee of Denocracy,
or Republicaniam ae he termed it. He looked with arrogant
pride upon himself as the would=be saviour of tle British
Empire. He pointed out with seeming alarm to the coniinual
drift in the English Parlisment toward Republican principles
and majintained that it was time the Mother Country put an
end to its policy of gradually giving assent to democratic
principles in the colonies. lie considered it his uuaty to
abrogate and deny any demceratic ri, hts that mi Lt belong to
or would be advocated for Upper Canada. 5ir Francis would
have rolled back the pages of time and have placed Upper
Canada on the status of a Crown Colony with the Goveraor
ruling arbitrarily on a nominal responsibility to bewning
Streets, So arrogant did he heccme that c¢very despatecl. to
London was interpolated with admonitlons and cautions 1o the
Colonial Office that the Lieutenant-Governor nusi{ be suppore
ted in all thet he dide For example, Jjust after he was dead-
locked with Parliament over the otoppage of supplics, instead
of asking London's advice, he writes: (1) "I would there=
fore request your Lordship to send me no ordere on ..c subjeect,
but, to allow mne to let the thing work by itself. I can

assure your Lordship that I foresee no difficuliy, viwmtever,

(1) Head -~ A Narrative -- rage 93
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in crushing tie Republican party, and in establishing loyalty,
exeept a general fear which prevalls throughout the country,
that the Home Covernment will be afra:d to support me.® In
reference to the Heform Assembly he said: "I, therefore,
earnestly express my hope that your Lordship will deem it
proper to reprobate the reception which I, as ihe bearer of
your remedial measures, have met vith by the House of Assembly,
and that you will by your eéxpressions, firmly support me in
the course T have pursued." ¥hen Baldwin, MacKenzie, and
others were sent direetly to London by the Assenitly to intera-
view the Colonial Office, because thsy found it useless to
patition through the Lieuntenant-Governor, for, their documents
either failed to get there, or wvere eddly deleted, Bond Head
arrogantly told the Home Offlce how to deal witlh these men as
follows: (1) "I, therefore, hope that, should ihey directly
or iniirectly, communicate with the Colonial Uffice, your
Lordship will sive theri that style of answer, a copy of which,
transmitted to me, and published in this country, weuld at
once put an end to that sort of left-handed attack upon the
constitution.®

One could fill a emall book with Bond Head's arrogant
replies to the Colonial Office. Their frequency and koen~
ness continued to mount until his recall, when he refused to

even consider Downing 8Btreet which he termed a den of demecracy

(1) Head -- A Narrative -~ Page 98
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that ouzht to be expunged. There probably would never have
been any need for such men as Baldwin to Jjourney to London
had S8ir Francie even casually considered any grievances or
petitions or had he rforwarded them to London without that
deletion which he did in Ridout's case. In writing to Lord
Glenalg at the tirme of the crisis over supplies, Bond Head
admitted that he never even opened the Grievance Heport or
had he attended to one of the remedies as suggested by his
Superior. Just as he prorogued the Legislature this 1s what
he wrotet (1) "I will, therefore, only shortly observe that
the Grievance Haeport remains unopened -- that not ¢ne of the
ramedies your Lordship prescribed has been carried into effect;
that, in fact, this Grievance Heport was nothing but a revolu-
tionary 'ignis fatuus', purposely oreated to deceive the
Britieh Government, and that, as I stated in my dJdespatch, Noe.
24, 'far from desiring to remove these grievances, the lLepube
lican members deem them the fulerum for subverting the govern-
ment, and for destroyiny the constitutional liberties of the
province's® This was certainly a haughty reply to Lord Glenelg
who had carefully digested the Grievance leport and had handed
it and his recommendations to Bond Head wihen he sailed. It
was typlecal of what went on during the entire governorshipj he
vas a virtual 'thorn in the flesh' to everyone except the

Family Compact group, his co-workers.

(1) Bead -~ A Narrative -- Page 84
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It is difficult to understand the mind of a ran like
Bond Head who refused to see or to hear anything of a demo~
cratic nature. iIn reapect to the United States he gaw with
his own eyes, as he travelled throuyh it, all its wonderful
develepment and growthe. He could not have helped but notice
the comparison ag he toured Upper Canada on horseback. Yet,
he deliberately wrote the Colonial Office, time and again,
painting the United Gtates ae a den of Republicans where cone
fusion, dissatisfaction and strife prevailed. Here is one of
his descriptionss “The people of Upper Canada hold an unalter=-
able detestation of those Hepublican prineciples, which have
created before their eyes on the Continent of Arerica, a vulgar
mob tyranny, under which neither life nor property are secure."
Lord Durham's Report painted the pilcture of inited States in
opposite vein. Durham drew attention to a prosperous land
vhere peace and propperity reigned and where men were governed
according to their own wishes. He told the British Parliament
that the only way to keep British North America in the Empire
would be by giving them a measure of what they could see and
envy Just over iheir own borders. OUnly their loyaliy had kept
them within the British pale, such as it was, in Upper Canada.
His exact wordse were: (1) "The British colonies in North
America are fast rieing into coneiderable states and already

are far too powerful to be governed upon any principle but

(1) Belph's Letters -- Vol. 1 -~ April 3, 1836.



22

that of deference for the wishea and opinione of the great
body of the inhabitants. The nuthority of the Jother Country
reats altogether upon the respect and voluntary obedience of
her colonial subjecte." Durham advocated friecndship and co-
operation with the southern neighbourj Bond Head's method was
opposition to her in word and deed even to the point of
grievous insult and uncalled«for provocation. 1In «ll fairness,
it can be saic that this is only one of those misrepresentations
of 3ir Francis Bond Head in despatches to Londons

Cne of the first blunders committed by the Governor was
the reading verbatim, rather ihan  iving the substance of his
despatclies to the Asseribly. This unueual procedure embare
ragsed both the Coloniul Office and the rembers of Lhe Hoyal
Commission since much of the materlsl contained therein was
confidential and not meani to be heard by all.

8ir rrancis Bond liead's first sericus rift with the
Legislature came when he arbitrarily dismissed his Hxecutive
Council which demanded that trey, responsible to the Assembly,
should advise and direct the Covernor's policies. Before
procseding to deal with this incident thoroughly, one should
oonaider what cemocratic background prevailed at that time.
Denmoeracy had already begun to make its firet tendencies
known to the Englishegpeaking worlde. Any stuvent of history

knows the extent to which publie opinion and the ilvuse of
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Commons was beginnin;: to mould the views of the British Cabinet
in 1838, The great colony of United States had been lost when
they were refused the right to a type of responsille governe
ment and in 1836 they too were functioning along democratie
principles, although a bit different from Britain's. To some
extent Bond Head should have known the progresas and trend of
denocratic prineciples for he, himgelf, on numercus oecesions,
pointed these out and even referred to the Colonial Uffice as
& rendez-vous of democrats. Huwever, he refuced to hear or
see and he set himself abruptly as opposed to inaugurating any
future democratic principles and determined to otamp ouf what
had already been concededs Tihe FProvince of Upper Canada con=-
tained many brilliant men, who aetually towered, head and
shoulders, above 2ir Francis in intelleet. It had passed its
infancy and it was now ready to enjoy more nmuture institutions.
Naturally, these bri,-ht minds looked to and expected that type
of rovernment enjoyed by the more mature Engllish-speaking worlde.
Those who were British looked to Enslandy those of American
origin looked to the United 3tates. The British Government
had been showing more and more ten ency to co-operate with
them 1in sstablishing some degree of colonial sclfegovernment
and naturally they looked for a continuation of ruch. Neither
they, nor the British Government, expected these chanres to

come abruptly, Jor democratic principles rust be exercised by



a succensive evolution. The hneformars of Upper Cunsda vwere
asking for something that wac speeifically stated in Lord
Glenelg's first instructions to 8ir Francis. That part
dealin: vith the recommendations of the Roynl Commission

says, "thot the weiyhtiest accountability which ecan atiach

to any man, in matters of a public nature, for which he is

nct punishable by law, or by lose of offlce, is acecnunta
ability t¢ public opinion." The Refermers were acquainted with
all these facts and no one could eﬁpect intelligent ..en to
stand Ly and eee a Coverncr deliberately flout his instruce
tions from Loundon and even Cacltre his intentione of abolishe
iny all existing dermocratic principles. 7The Rritish Parliae-
nent iteel?f, hed not determined Jurt hovw much resronsibility
the Colony shoul! have, but th:y depsnded on their representa-
tive te ,.rocaed cautiously, and intelligently advise them in
the srac.»l setting up of & nore ratare roxm of _overnment.
Bond Hesd close hie ovn independent path and co-operated with
neither. In writing te Lord Glenelg on the loyel Commission's
recormondation quoted above, Bond lLead takeg his stand thuss
(1) “ro thie doctrine I have never been able to subseribey

on the contrary, I have always consicdered that avery man in

offilece should make public opinien follow him, and never attempt

(1) Head -~ 4 Nar ve -~ Pagee 103-106.
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to follow it. However, upon this foundation the Commissioners
project plans, which, consistently with their theory, are
avowedly fraried 'to secure as much as possible of the confidence
of the people's In the contest which I have hiad with the House
of Assembly here, my argument has been that ihe Goverunor and
his Executive Council form the great constiiutional counter-
polee to the representatives of the peoplej and that in pro-
portion ae the Provineial legislative Council is deficient in
the rank, wealth and superior education, which ;ive influence
to our house of Lords, so it is necessary that ihe Governor and
his Council snould be enabled to withstand the denccratic
pressure which, in ihe British Conetitution, it 1s as much as
tl.e King and the House of Lords can do to resiste I, therefore,
consider that the Cormissioners' recommendation of attempting
to conciliate partly public opinion, by formin;g the Executive
Council out of the two Houses of the Legislature « or in other
words, ocut of the very elements it is intended Le¢ conirol, ie

a fatal error seese 1 also consider, that to absolve the
Governor's Council from secrecy would render it absolutely
impoesible ior him to consult ihem., If a councillor were per-
mitted to declare what measure he had not adviged, Le vould
equally be at liberty to declare what measures he hac advisedp
and, if these were popular measures, the Governor of this

Colony, besides having to stand against democracy, would also



have to bear against the additional odlum of having stood
againet the popularlity-hunting advice ¢of hie Council, The
Report of the Commissione re respecting the iixecutive Council
forme but a single feature in the whole picture of thelr poliey,
whick to my mind, has a denoeratiec character to which I cannot
conscientiously aceord «c«ese Every hour drives me to the
necesaity of taking decisive measures and the Commiseloners
and I are now acting 1n opposite directions.® This waa the
man whe aggravated the people of Upper Canada to the point of
exasperation, who refused to obey even his first instructions
from Lord Glenelg to work vith members of the Hoyal Commiesion
and endeaveur to nould a satisfactery form of Governnent along
the principlee they hed advocated, and which he, Lord Glenelg,
had endorsed and had rewritien in his inetructions to 8ir
Francise The Colonial Heeretary himeelf did not know exactly
what vae needed nor <id the Britieh Parliasment, bul they ex-
pected Bond Head and the Commissioners to vork 2 plan out nore
in line vith public opinions It tcok the shock of the lieballe
ion to awaken them to the fact that the inferior men, whe had
been deagpatched ap former Governors, muet be suceeeded by
rmen of cheraeter, ability, and Foreeisht in order te craate
e suecesmsful and workable colonial policy.

S4r Francis Bond Hemd's first twe aete, appointing an

Attorgey=-Genersl and also three additicnnl Conncillore to His
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Exsqoutive Council, met with general approval, except by the
Torics, who were offenved when he (id not adhere tv the cusge
tom of naming appointees from their party exelusively. The
addition of the tihiree new members was propcsed by the Tories
and acted upon as folleowss (1) ™An active member of my
Executive Council brought before my consideration, in the
most formal manner possible, certain reasons for my increasing
that body, which, though obvious and unanswerable, 1 should
have been most happy to have overlooked, until I had had time
enough to becoms better acquainted with the Province. Under
such an excuse however, I did not feel disposed to shileld nmy-
self, and ms this grievance at least was admitind, I deter-
mined I would not be seen openly Lo reluse to correet it,

but ihe enbarrassing question at once arose, from which party
ghould the increase be made? I did not choose to Join the
Hepublicans; the Toriss, who, fearing I was their enemy were
still almoet in a bouy standing aloof from me. I did not
therefore feel it right to advance towards theumy and veing
thus obliged to be independent, f determined that the addition
to my Council should be mmde from the middle party, instead
of from e¢ither of the two extremes. Aceordingly, explaining

my object, I collected all the moset respectable opinions I

(1) Head -- A Narrative -- Page 62



could, putting down every name that was recommended to me,
and, finding that the name of a Mr. Hobert BDaldwin wae re-
peated on my list infinitely oftener ilan any other, I sent
for this individual and threw myself upon his advlice for
the addition of two other nameas." Baldwin, at i1'irst, deciin-
ed to accept the position until the old three unpopular meme
bers, who were not acceptable to the aAssembly, were rirst
dismissed. He polinted out that the Lxecutive Council persone
nel should alwaye meet tlue approval of the Assembly ae 1t did
in England. 8ir Francis refused this recuest vut, finally,
Baldwin, Rolph, and Dunn accepted. Never before had Upper
Canada such an Executive Council. Baldwin was correct in
his demand for he understood the Lritish system, and he also
knew that the Lieutenant-Governor's first order from Glenelg
contained the Imperial Parliament's wish that ihe Hoyal Commis-
sion's recommendation, to constltute an lixecutive Couneil
based on public opinion, should be instituted in Upper Canada.
Fornmerly, all Executive Councils were chosen, chiefiy from the
Legislative Council, or other Tory sources. To some extent,
Bond Head's firet Executive Council met with Glenelg's instruc-
tions, but, certainly, the three old members were not, at all,
populara

Incidentally, it is intereseting to note in the above quo-

tation that, at firet, Sir Francis referred to three distinct
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groups in the Agsembly, vize.s Tories, Republicans, and the
Middle Partys. Later he classad everyone as elther Constitu-
tionists or Republicans. Tuls ,0es to show that both the
Tories and the Republicanse (Radicals) were but small groups;
the great body of the people belonged to the Middle group or
noderate leform party. UTurham said such in his Report and the
author has cuoted it elsewhere. Sir Francis Bond Head's

later clecticn issue forced everyone into two ¢ampee Those
that rallied around the Tory nucleus were branded as loyal
and all others were rebels and traitors. lowever, only a very
snnall percentase of those that failed to be coerced into the
Tory camp proved to be disloyal and rebellious.

The Lieutenant-Governor's first Executive Council was,
therefore, compcsed of three old Tory members plus the addi-
tion of three new moderate ileformers. Bond Head looked to
these rix mfn ag mere ciphers and servante to himsel{, and as
lon: as tley kept silont, 11l went well. This period of calm
wvas very short for, far from having subservient wen in hie
Council, the Governor found out that the new adqiticns and,
espacially Baldwin, demanded their rigsht to adviee the Gover-
nor accordiny to the wishes of the aseembly, in fashioning
his polliey. Bond Head absolutely refused to conaider any
such eystemj hie conciliatory attitude stopped abruptly and,
fling ing aside the experiment, he turned, suddenly, 1o a

course of daring, but foolish autocracy. Without thinking
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it worthwhile to ask the Colonial Uffice's udvice, the Gover-
nor dismissed his nxecuiive Council and chose a new one composed
of Tories. Before proceediny further, it is interestiny to
read the petition of the Council to the Covernor prior to itse
resignation. It wae signed by all six Councillorss. (1) “The
policy and measures which have led to the present condition
seldom passed under the review of ihe kxecutive Council or
were submitied for their advice. Neverthelees, its members
have been undeservedly subjected to the heaviest reproach
throughout the country from a prevalent belilef that they have
been called upon to fulfil the duty imposed upon them by the
constitution as advisers upon public affairs. But amidet the
obloquy thus thrown upon them, they have studiously uveided
any attempt to exculpation by disavowing in their defenae,

any participativan in the concuet of the affairs which they
were erroneously supposed to have approveds The consecuence
of this silent endurance of political odium has been the per-
petuation of the misbelief that the Lxecutive Council are cone
versant with the affuirs of the ¥rovince upon which they are
appointed to advise and, although an opposite practice has
prevailed between former Lieutenant-Governors anu their Coune
cile yet, it has ever been notoriously contrary to Lhe astate

of things presumed by the community to exist. But while the

(1) g8tate Book J -~ (Dominion Archives) -- Page 40%.
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econstitution has assigned to the Couneil this duty, it is

only to a very subordinate and limited extent that they huve,
heretofore, had opportunity afforded them to perform it. It
is submitted that the exigency of the statute can only be
answered by allowing the affairas of the Frovince to pass under
their review for such advice as their consciences uay suggest,
preparatory to the finul and discretionary action of the
Kin;z's representative upon those affairs."”

The Governor's act in dismiseing his firat txecntive
Council was the iiret in a continued series of autoeratic
nmoves that eventually led to hie downfall »nd reesll, Ie
became reconciled to the Tory party and, together, they pro-
ceeded to rule the Province by endeavouring to stamp out or
atifle any move at reform. 3ir Francis was no longer on
neutral groundj he was a Tory opposed to the Middle group and
the Republicans. Here are the Governcr's words predicting
hie new stands "Moral war waas thus (as it lony a;:v ought to
have been by his ¥ajesty's Government) openly proclaimed
between the Conatitutioniete and the Republicans§ or, in
other words, between those who were for Gritish Institutions,
against those who were for goiling the kmpire by the intro-
duction of denocracy." It was behind that camouflage of
loyalty that he perpetrated all his future acts. It wase &

clever russ and, instead of shielding his own, as well as the
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Family Compact's aims, it brought about their eventual ruin
and degradation. The cuestion or issue waean't onc of loyidle
ty at alle The Reformers, preponderantly loyxl, wanted caly
some degree of representative government llke thcy saw back
in either Englend or the United States, and conynrming in
some desree to the Governor's crders, as issued by (lonelg
on the Royal Commiss.on's advice. These intellirart wwon saw
bill after bill of raform rejected by a Tory erowdj Lusy saw
money and landa distributed at the beck of a chogen fewj they
eaw thousands leaving in disgust for the United Statesy they
saw a mounting debt requirinys an interest payuaent in oxcess
of actual yearly revenuej thay saw miatrials and Intimidated
jurieajy they saw expressions of sympathy in the Tnited Statesd
and Britain but they were helpless against a GCovernor and
Councils in the clutches of the Fanily Coapacts The attempt
to alleviate any of the above evils was called treason and
rebellion.

Sir Francis Bond Head's idea of the Nxscutive Council's
duty was diametrically oppossd to the interpretation placed
upen it by Baldwin and his collea -uess. !He waintained that
he shculd not be in any way contrelled by public opinion, in
spite of Lord CGlenelg's degpatch to the contrary, The Exectue
tive Council simply existed as a acurce of advice which he

might use ae he saw fit, It was to serve him hut he was not
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obliged to merve it. This ie what he gaid, "For their acts

I deliberately declare myeelf reeponciblej pul iLhey are not
responsible for mine."™ The State Book J gives the Covernor'e
atand thus¢ (1) “rhe Lieutenant-Governor majntains that the
responsibility to the people which the Council agsures 13 une
constitutional and, that it is the -duty of ihe Jeuncil to
sarve him, not them and, th=t, {F upom so vitul a principle,
they persist in a contrary opinion, he fouresees enbarrass=
mnante." What advantage Jid Sir Praneis iwyglng suculd come
to Heformers by simply appointing three of their nesbers to
the Counecil? If he refused tc take thelr advice there was
entirely no difference in the way of conductin: Lhe .overn=
ment than before the ehange. Tf the British Parlianenti's
recommendations simply meant such an aéditlon ‘they vere cer=
tainly asinine. They, indeed, meant otherwise for hew else
eonld public opinion be exercised as the Imperiszl Government
snggenteds Bond Head rafused to cec the real wzaning and
intention for he was oproeed to democracy in any foim, and even
falt the Home CGovernment had gene too far in inculeating
demperatic principles in England. Here is how he eriticizes
the Imperial Governmenty “Aware of all the facits wihich had
occurred, surely it was the bounden duty of tle Govermnent to

have magnanimously led the two housas of the iwperinl Parlia-

(1) gtate Book J -- (Dominion Arcnivee) -~ Page 4ll.
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ment forward to reforn, by rrankly telling them to reform theme
sslves, and, instead of wmutilatinyg, to apprecicte the blessings
of the time ~- triaed institutlons whiech the inhabitants of
Upper Canada have proved to possess the same intrineilc value

on the continent of Auerica as they possessed in “he {1d
Country in its noblest days.' Needless to say, the Family
Compact group opposed any change in tne diregtion of publie
opinion for, it would mean the death knell to thelr baneful
dominstion. They probably found the inferior iuntelleet of

Bond Head cquite plastic in their hands and there is not much
doubt but that he was made the mouthplece for many of their
views.

A great many writers such as lent, wallace, Hincks, Kingse
ford, and Iiysrson, all are unanimous in their stuond that
Attorney-General Robinson was the power behind the tirone and
that he wrote cut the defense that Sir Francis Bond Head read
in Parliament regardin; the responsibility of the Executive
Councils Colberne, his predecessor, had been very definitely
cautioned by the Colonial Office to observe complete abstinence
from participation in election contests and to keep free from
party alignment, but Bond Head entirely iynored this rule and
threvw in his let with the TFamily Compaet ygroupe No one can
deny that the defense of higc idea of the functioning of hie

Executive Council wae according to the very letter of the law.
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But it was the extreams interpretation and was not thatl under-
standing of responsibility that had begun to be asesuved in
party reoresentative governmuent. lesponsible Covernment ag
understcod by Baldwin and perhaps a few other Hefurnere was

far in advarce of what Writain Lad et that time und fo more
akin to what we have in vogue to=day. howaever, the Colonial
Office had bagun 2 series of concessione to the colonies =nd
Sir Francis Bond Head was supposed to observe what hzd been
conceded and to institute further ccncessions as ‘¢ wae
ordered. He adamantly refused to do either in practically

all inctances. Althoupgh he surrendered to the -sre~bly further
controls over revenue, yet he failed to keey free from partici-
pation in elections or from party aliznment and a absolutely
rafused to form an Executive Council that maet the approval of

public opinion. This was the chiaf concession advised for the

colonies in the Commipsionera' Report, in the New Brunswigk
Despatches, and in Lord John Rugsell’'s Resolutionge Thase
Regolutions by Rusesll certainly did not approve of entire
Qnbinet or Executive responsibility but thay di4 advise that
Bxeenrtive Cowncillors shnouldd be choson from vurious parties
and should meet the anproval of public opinion. (L) WThe
Enclish hed Regponrible Govermment to thtt extent ani “he

aritish constitution compelled the cholae of o new .xacutive

(1) Dunham -- Political Unrest In Upper cunada ~- Page 166.
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aftor each election. That in itself certainly would have
broken down the Family Compacte."

The dismissal of =n lxecutive Council was an act very
seldom regorted to by a Lieutenant-Governor, and in a later
despatch Lord Glenelg severely reprimanded Bond Head for cis-
migsing Baldwin and his associates. The Lieutenant«Governor
sensed that his act mi ht be received with criticism in
England, but he arro antly demanded approval of his aetions
saying he understood thoroughly how to deal with the situation.
He remarked that this was only the beginning of strife that
would end in a purge of Republican principles provided, that
the Home Government supported him. The Heform Assembly were
furious at the Governor's high-handed methods and they ada-
mantly refused to grant supplies. Bond Head wrote Glenelg
that, on the Assembly stoppin: the supplies, he withheld his
assent from all their money bills, and even from their own
contingencies, on the principle that, as nothing but a storm
of agitation could then settle the weather, it would be use-
less to attempt to suppreas it. It was the first time in the
higtory of the Frovince that the supplies had been stopped =~
and tl:e whole country had thus been thrown into confusion.

Sir Francis naintained tlat this was done because the complaints
of the Republicans were ordered to be corrected, and being thus

driven off their grievance ground, they were foreced to unvelil
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their real objeet, which had been neither more or lees than
to seize upon the power und patronage of the Crowns. He gave
as one of his reasons for not granting the contingencies,
the knowledge that a large sum would be granted out of them,
by the Assemblyy to send an agent to England.

Arrogantly, he wrote lLord Glenelg that he fully expected
that before a month had elapsed the country would petition
him to dissolve the present House of Aseembly, but until the
feeling was gqulte ripe, he would not attend to ity he request-
ed the Colonial Office to send him no orders on the eubject,
but to allow him to lst the thing work by itself; for it would
require no argument, as the stoppage of the supplies, of the
road money, and all other money bllls, would scon spsak for
themselves in a provincial dialeet which everybody would under-
stand. Ae soon as the British Government received word of
this they 'went over the Governor's head' and gave aseent to
most of the money billse Governor Head's typieal eriticism
was, “His Majesty's Government, after ths receipt of this des-
patch, inetead of supporting me in the course I had pursued,
obtained the royal assent to the road billls I had reserved,
thus, restoriny to the Radical road commissionere the dieposi-
tion of road money which hud notoriously been misapplied to the
besest political purposest®™ Incidentally, the elections were
over before it was known that the royal assént had been given



in opposition to the recommenuation of the Governor. The
stoppage of supplies was the only check that still remained
to the Assembly, who, conversant with British History, could
easily recall many incidents of similar stoppage, especially
during the time of the Stuarta. MacKenzie commented as fole
lows in his letterst (1) "In England, if the King misuses
his prerocgative, supplies can be refused, his ariies dis-
banded and his ministers impeached. They have a check in
BEnglandg in Canada we had none. In the Upper Province we
refused supplies to the Governor, the most unworthy of any
ever given us, as almost all parties now admit. He and his
Councils seized upon our publiec chest, tampered with the
constituencies and utterly destr yed our Legislature." 8ir
Francias, deaf to all advice to the contrary, proceeded to
destroy the ieform Assembly and, by direet interference and
perversion of' the issue at stake, had a Tory Asse~lly eleeted.
Some idea of what the stoppage of supplies meant to the
Province may be gained by reading a paragraph from Dunham's
books (2) %At the prorogation S8ir Francis Head resorted to
the boldest measure of his bold administration by refusing to
grant contingencies and by reserving all the nonsy bhills

which had been passed during the session. [t was an unpre-

éli MagkKenzie's Letters -- August 5, 1836.
2) Dunham -~ Political Uprest In Upper Canada -~ Page 1B3.
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cedented retaliatory measure. The supplies withheld by the
Assembly amounted to less than 7,000 pounds. Thoee withheld
by Sir Francis amounted to 162,000 pounds, includin, all
money for schools, rowds unc bridges, »na «ll public improve-
nmentse The refusal of suppliecs would huve affected only the
neabers of the governuent officesj Sir Francis llead's action
affected the whole community. And he took paina to cast the
blame for the dislocation of businesa entirely upon the Assem-
bly. In his speech at the prorogation he warncd the House
that the effect of 1ts deliberate decision would be severely
felt by all the people in the publie offices, by the cessation
of improvement in roads, by the withdrawal of compensation to
the sufferers in the late war, and by the check to immigration.®
Needless to say, the deadlock and confusion caused by
the stoppage of supplies and the withholding <f money bills,
gave ilue Governor the opportuniiy to prorogue rariicment and
rid hiusell of a detestable Assembly svlthowugh but half the
nataral 1.{e of the Farlinnent hed passede In order that his
Excellency might seem to be following publie opinion in this
natteyr, instead of guiding it, the eofficlal pariy cnused
petitions to be sent in from various quarters praying that a
dissclution and a general election mi,ht tuke place. The
conduct of a haety election campaign, earrisd on under the

mogt perverted slogans and in an entirely unorthocdox way
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assured the Tories of success. &ir Francis Bond Head made it
appear to the people that the Reformers were dierupting parlia-
ment rather than he, himself. Dburing the period of voting,
nunerous Tory Oranyge Order mobs roamed the Frovince intimidating
Reform sympathizers and actually preventin; heforuaers from
approaching the votin; booths. 8ir Francis had appointed re-
turning officers who were notoriously partisam. He, Limselfl,
contrary to custom, took an active part in the eleotion came
paign, making nunerous speeches, calling upon the veogle to
uphold the Tory cause which he said, signified loyaliy teo
England. By thus perverting the actual issue of the eleection
from that of Responsible Government to one of loyaliy or dis-
loyalty to England, the Governor and his Tory accomplices,
forced thousands of wouldebe Leformers to support thLeir cause
rather than be termed disloyal. Many of the leadin, itefnrmers
like MagKenzie, Bidwell, Rolph, and others, lost their seats
at the elections. This is & portion of cne speech made hy

8ir Franeis, (1) "It is my opinion that, if you choose to
dispute with me, and live on bad terms with the Mether Country,
you will, to use a homely phrase, only quarrel with your own
bread and butter., If you like to try the experinent by

electing members who will again atop supplies, do so, for I can

(1) Lindsey -- Williad Lyop kaghenzle -~ Page Lide
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have no objeetion whateverj on the other hand, il you choose
fearleasly to embark your interests in my character, depend
upon it, T will take paternal care of them both." Tuat speech
alone indicts Sir Francis, for, he distlneily tells them to
vote Tory becauge that party —as edvocatin; loyalty to Enge
land, as its slogane. Thus, ths people were left I ncrant of
the faet that the other Country was, in a weasare, fullyin
accord with some of the iieform demands and had alrendy iven
come orders for amelioration of ecertain prievancess. As the
author ehall discusg later, the rebuke of the Home Office to
Sir Francis waa contained in a despatch gent firet, to New
Brunswick and forwarded to all other Provinces., It egain
distinetly pointed out that the Imperial Parliament vished
all provineirl TExecutive Councils to be appointed in uecord
with public opinlon and 1t went “urther a~nd surrendered to the
province the control of cagual and territorlal revenues. Time
and again, Sir Francls had tcld the Home Governrent the?t the
latter should never be surrendered. Tie Toriecs used neny other
means of assuring their auecess at the elections. Lindsey
i;ives a parti.l account of unorthodox activitiee ae fcllowss
(1) %rthe Tory Prese divided the country Into two partics, one
of whom wag represented to be in favour of nmointainins the

supremacy of the British Crown in the Provincea, znd tie other

(1) Lindsey -- Willium Lyon kackenzie ~- Page 304
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a8 being composed of traitore and Republicans. This misrep=
resontation was transferred from partisan newspapers to
official despatches, and replies to admiring addresses. Timid
peraons vere awed into inaetivity, not thinking it prudent %o
appear at the polls, wiere their presence would have caused
them to be branded as revolutionists. The Tories subseribed
iargely for election purposesj votes were manufactured and
violence resorted to."

Lord Durham algo eriticized the election thuss (1) "I
eay this without meaning to cast any imputation on ihe reabers
of the House of Asgembly, because, in faet, the circumstances
under which they were elected, ware such as to raonder them,
peculiarly, objects of suspicion and raeproach to a large
nurmber of their countrymen.

"They were accused of having violated their pledges at
the election. It is said that many of -hem came forward and
were eleeted, as being Reformers, though opposed teo any such
claims to Colonial independence as might involve a separation
from the lipthar Countrye There geems to be no doubt, that in
several places, where the Tories succeeded, the electors were
merely deairous of returning membera who would not hazard any
contest with England, by the asgerticn of claims, whiel, from
the proclamation of the Lieutenant-Governor, they believed

to be practionlly needless}) and who should support Sir Francis

(1) Lucas -- Lord Durham's Report (Yol. 2) -- Page 1€l.
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Bond Head in thoee economical reforme which the country desired
far mere than political changes -- reforms for the sake of
whieh alone, political changes had been souyhte In a number

of other instances, too, the elections were carried by the
unsorupulous exercises of the influence of the Government,

and by a display of violence on the part of the Tories who

were emboldened by ths countenance afforded to them by the
authorities. It was stated, Lut I believe without sufficient
foundation, that the Government made grants of land teo persons
who had no title to them in order to secure votess

"this report originated in the faet, that patents for
persens who were entitled to grants, but had not taken them
cut, were eent down to the polling places to be glven to the
indiviiusle entitled to them, if they were disposed to voute
for the government candidate.

"r'he taking such measures, in order to secure their fair
right of voting to the electors in a particular interest,
must be considered rather as an act of official favouritism,
then as an electoral fraud.

"But we cannot wonder that the défeated party put the
very woret construction on acte which gave some j;round vor ity
and they conceived in consequence, a gironyg resentinent against
the means by which they believed that the representative of

the Crown had sarried the aleetions, his interfercnce in which,
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in any way, was stipmatized by them as a gross viclation of
constitutional onrivilege and propriety.

"It cannot be matter of surprise that such facts and
such impressions produced in the eountry an exasneration, and
a despair of ;ood government, which extanded far beyound those
who had actually bean defeated at the poll."™ This guotation
snsaks for iteelf »nd condemns the Covernor in ne uncertain
language.

Immadiately followin s the eleetionsg, the cxultations of

Sir Franeis knew no bounds. He boasted in his desgpatelies of
having complstely saquelched the democratie cicment in Upper
Canada and of having erented an axampls for all the other
British North Aneriecan previnces to follow. Ccontrary to the
actn~1 fact, he informed Leondon, that the sucesse of the
elaction fhowed the people were wholly in faveur of 21l his
aets ar’ "..ey wished no such proposad changes as an xcecutive
Council rssponsible to thae Agsermbly. Thisc was a clear mig-
reprasentation of the actusrl state of affairs and it can be
truly caid that the art of mierepresentation wac one of Bond
Head's chief weapons throushout his Canadian sojourn. Any
reader wishing to corroborate that faet chould read hic book,
A Narrative. Paradoxical as it may seem, instead of rerviag
its intended purpose of clearinr the charges aralnst Sir Franeis,

his book indicts his administration in no uncertain mannere.
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Another intereasiing fao .or in the elections was Lhe part
played hy Egerton Ryerson. As 8ir Fraucie Hincks remarked In
his book Jeniniscencesg, the Weslayan Hethodists fell entirely
Into the snare set by Sir Francls Bond lead. Hgerton iWyerson,
who actually controlled the Methodist vote of the ¥rovince and
who swung that vote over to the Tory side later regretted hie
stand and froon that time on was one of the moet uvitter orities
of Sir Francis Bond Heads He realized later that the Governor
had c¢leverly tricked the people and in hie book Zhg Htory of My
Life he maintained ihat Bond Head was more gullly than the ones
executed Tor participation in the Rebellion. 8o keen were
Ryerson's eriticisms of the Governor following tl.e eleetion
that the latter threatened he would now put down the kethodlets
as he had put uwown the lladicals. This is Hyerson's own acgount
of the elections (1) ®8ir Francis Bond Head adroitly turned
this issue, not on the cuestion of the Cleryy Reserves, or of
other praeiical cuestions, but on the question of connection
with the Hother Country, and of Republicanier versuse Monarehy,
a8 had been recommended by ‘lesers. Hume and Roebuck, and
advocated by Yessrs. KacKenzie ana Papineau. This was success-
ful, inasmuch as those Reformers who wonld not risavow thelr
connection with Xessrs. MagKenzie, Hume and Hoebucek, lost their

electiony for though not more than half a dozen had any

(1) Ryerson -- Iha § ] w= Page 17Ls
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sympatRy with the sentiments of Messrs. Hume, Loebuck, Papineau
and MacKenszie, they did not wish to break the unity of the
Reform party by repudiating them and suffered defeat in cone
sequence at the elections. The wuccessful candidates, general-
ly, while they repudiated Republican separation from ths Mother
Country, promised fidaelity to the ofte-expressed and wolleknown
wishes of the people in the gettlement of the Clergy linserve
question which, however, thay fuiled Lo fulfil."

Dent mentione another incident that 8ir Francis used in
his pre~eleetion campaign. Apparently the Governor had ob-
tained a copy of Papineau’s letter to Bidwell in which there
was suggested probable United Htates sympathies, and the cone
cluding sentence of his reply to an address from certaim elector
of the Home District ie eminently characteristic of ihe man.
Since ceartain portions of the already-mentioned letter seeued
to point to a possible invasicn of the Frovince by the inhabie
tants of the United States, the 1dea was sagerly selzed upon by

S4ir Prancie as indicative of concerted action batween the
hypothetical invaders and the Upper Canadian Raclcale. (1) "iIn
the name of every regiment of militia in Upper Canada'’, said hs,
‘L8t tliem come if they darel' Nothing but the actual perusal
of his despatches will afford any sccurate idea of his blatant

selfeonfidencé at this time. It is quite evident that he

(1) Dent -- n (Yods B)

"
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regarded the above~quoted reply as e master-stroke of vigerous
diplomaey. He drew special attention to it in a communiecation
to Lord Glenelg, in the course of which he made use of language
which must have almoat stunned the conventional and decorous
Colonial Secretary. 'I am aware', he wrote, 'that the answer
may be cavilled at in Downing Street vor I know it ie not
exactly aceording to Hoyle. Mais, Mon fSeigneur, eroyeze-vous
done qu'on fasse des révolutions avec de l'eau de rope?'®

Thus owing te the representations of government emissaries,
backed by the Tory press and reinforced by the inflammatcry
gpeeches and addresees of the Lieutenant-Governor it was widely
believed that should the Reformers succeed there would be a
speedy uprooting of eherished instituions follnwed by separation
from the ¥other Country and ultimate annexation tc¢ the United
States. Patriotic fervour was thus roused to a piteh never
before reached zince 1812,

Dent also indlects Sir Francis for his use of petents at
the election and he criticizes more severely in that regard
than does Durham. (1) "As a general rule, it is a sivficult
matter Lo conviet a govermment of aetunl, direct interference
with the freedom of election. But in the case of the veneral
election of 1836, there is unfortunately no room for doubt.

That patents were issued in great numbers by tha Commigsioner

L (Yode 3D
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of Crown Landas, and despatched by the hands of trueted agenta
of the Governmeant to ihe pollingeplaces, to be used by the
votera, is ae well establiehoed as is the faet of che cvlaction
ftselfs FNay, the fact l1ls adwuitted by Sir Francis 3ond Head
in the supplenmental chapter to hils Narrative, ae well as by
the Qommittee appolnted by the Apsuubly to investigate the
rnatter, and the attempts to explain it away ars of the weakest
kinde Tue number of patents iscued was so great as to require
a spealal staff of extran clerls to get theri ready by tte tire
they were wantede In sone cases he putents coversd only a
quarter of an acre of willd unculiivated land upon which no
buildinge had bsen erected., Many of them were issued between
the date uf thu dissolution of Parliarent and the close of
the election a nonth later, and in gome Ilne%ances they vwere
issuad after the actunl opening of tho polle They vwere Gls-
tributed openly at the places whers the electlons were hsld,
to persons who had not applied for them, and vwho, at least in
sorme instances, received ithen wiihout paying tle asual fees,
:aeraly that they might ihesreby be enabled to vote.”

Following the electlons which, once more, established the
Pamily Compaet in complete controel of the Province, the Legis-
lature proceeded to function and enact nany bills that failed

to paes it:e old Reform Assembly. This wap the luast sesslon

prior to the Hebellion and Lindsey sune up its wurk thues
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(1) "In the seassion of 1836 - 1837 which closed on Ferch 4th.,
8ir Francis' 'bread and Lutter' Aeseubly was very far from
realizing his c¢lection promises of referm. But it is not
probable that any section of ilie public was disappointed, for
they were not promises that anyona expactad ip see fulfilled.
The fear of a legal and inevitable dissclution, which eeemed to
be Impending, weighed heavily upon Parliaments King William IV
w:oald probably not live four yearsy and, on ithe cemise of the
Sovereizn, the Assembly would legally cease to exigte. Oir
Francis wae not likely to fare so well in a se¢cond elegtion as
he had in the first. A4 bill was, itherefore, passed, which
enacted +that a dissolution of the liouse should not necessarily
follow & dJdemise of the Crown, The money bills, pussed this
sesslon, ehowed an extraordinary degree of recklessness, on the
part of +he liruee, in incurring debt. The entire awount voted
must have been five millions of dollars, at ihatl tiue, a very
large sum compared to the amount of revenue. The establishe
ment of fifty-aaven rectories by Jir John Colborne, before he
left the government, which had given great offence Lo a large
majority of the population, received the approval of the
Asgenbly.® This quotatlion shows that the Tories were simply
carrying on as before, interrupted only By that hiatus, when

a8 Reform Assenbly wase in power, OUne of the wut obnoxious

(1) Lindeey -~ ¥illiam Lyon MacKenzie -~ Page J18.
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pleces of legislation, as has been mentioned before, was the
ratification o Sir John Colhorne's act in creatin, Lhe new
An;:lican rectoriess All othur religious groups, co.yrising
the vast majority in Lhe Province, were .iinictrically opnosed
to it,

The Reforiere protested in vain againet the farcical
electiong Dr. Dunconbe, one of the defeated Raform leaders,
presented a petition to the Britlish House of Commons allaying
unfairneas and inconsigtenclas in ilie past sleoticns. Lord
Clenelg denanded an anever fTrom dond Head regardin: such
accusations. An answer vas sonl by £ir Francis in vhich he
defended biwelf and the Tories to the satisfaction of lord
Glenelg., The cuteo . wae still another disheartcning blow to
the Defcrn syapathizers of the irovince. But Bond Head's suce
cees in covering up hie elsction sbhemes was only temporary,
Tor Lord Narlam reiterated charges alioat identic~l to those
presen*-d by Tunconbe and 3aldwine ‘“aien Robert Bal-iwin left
for Englnnd, immedistely after Jhe slections, Bond iead
desceribed him to Clanelyg as an agent of tha revealutlionary
party and expressed a wish that he should be declidedly snubbed
by the Colonlal Cffice. In fairness t« that Office, in aepite
of its tardy and clumsy methods of adnindsiration, it wmi ht
be saild that It dould hardly Le conversant with Bond lzad's

duplicity at this early stage in his colonial career.
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Degprtches often deleted or perverted went baek sud [orth
alowly and, those few whioch the Home ufr'ire had regeived,
bristled with 'Bond Headinsn' misrepresentations. 7The (lovere
nor painted a false picture, representing himself as the
grent gaviour of British ri hts egainst the Hepublicana who
naskad thelr ambitions to rob and seizs the contrel of the
rovernment under the ,uise of reform. (nhe conld pearcely
expeget the Hone Governuent to indict the Governor if that
wvare the true etate, and especially since he had Just arrivaed.
Cowrproaisin;: and slowswitted Lerd Glenely eventually sensed
the true situation 28 was evidenced by the Ceoloni:l Uffice's
future tencency to i nore Bond Head's advice and invoke new
re ‘orra, much te his disvuets dJuat pricr te the Hebelllon
thie is what Sir Francis eent in a deepateh to Lord Clepnelgs
(1) "Nothing can be briyghter tuan the =morsl and pelitical
gtata o the Cenadae. All iz sunshine here and 'eoleur de
roge’'e 7T have no difficultiee that are not summounted, no
giokness that 1s not cured, ne eorrew that ia not re=oved,
but over Lowning Street snd the Commimeiloners' Place at Honte
ree)l 7 gea two black elouds from which I expeet both thunder
and lichtning.”

8ir Francip Bond Hasd'a firet rebuke c¢ume wien the

Inpoerinl Covernment passsd the moneyr bills that be had withe

(1) Dunham == DREE Cunsis =e e AB8,
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held from the Reform Assembly. However, the sternest of all
rebuffs ceme when the Colonial Office pent cut despatches

to ilew Brunswick ordering certain definite refcrms. 8imilar
copies were .espatcrned to th: other provinces surgeciing a
like procedure. The anuthor prefers to quote directly from
Crapter VIl of Bond Head's book in order Lo [ive tle reader
some idea of that verbosity and prevarication which runs
through that encire Narrative that Sir Francis haughtily
compared to Durham's Report. Heedleas to say, onc must wade
through a veritable fog of tynical 'Bond Headian' whitewash
before the point in question is rescied. Sir Francis denls
with the above-mentioned despatchee thuss:s (1) M™iis lajesty's
Governunent, just as if they had been mortified at ihe tyriumph
(eleetion) which had been gained, and, just as if ‘hey had
determined that its salutary consequences ou ht imncdiately
to be arrested, planned 2 measure which I hu.bly think to
future ages will appear not only incomprehensible, hut ine
credible! esses The Legislature and inhabitants of Upper
Canads etood combined togeilier heart and hand te ree.ont the
Republican principle of makin;: the Executive Ccuncil 'rsspon=
sible to the people' and it wae with regret Ireceived from
the Colonial Office & despatch dated Bbth July, 1B36, in

which, after some hiyhly complimentary sentences, 1t was

(1) Head -~ A Narrative -~ Fage 1bb6.
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ominously cbserved, 'His Majesty's Governmant leok to no
transient results or temporary triumphs'e. Still it was
evident to me from the sentence quoted above -~ from the non=-
publicatlion in England of ry despatches anncuncing the moral
victory thet had been gajined -- and from the remarkable
ninisterial silence that had prevailed on the rubject in
both Heusez of Parliament, that the Colonial Office was but
little disposed o change ite poliecy, I own, however, I
was not prepared for the astonishing course which f will
endeavour as shortly &s possible to relete ..eee As 1If
determined to fulfil ite own prophecy, by proving that in
Upper Canada, the 'triumph' gained would be 'temporary', and
the resultes 'transient', the Coloninl Office on the 30th
September, 183€, addressed to me n cespateh, which enclosed
copies of Instructions to his Excellency Lleutenant~General
Sir Archibald Campbéll, Lieutenant~Governor of MNew Brunswick,
to which he was ordered to ygive zoneral publicity, and which
I was desired to ccnsider, as far as they could be applied to
Upper Canada, 'ms addressed to riyself' .esee. A® the whole
of the despatches have been publisled throu, hout avery pro-
vinee in Lorth America, I need hardly say, that the rroposed
arrange~ents wvilch were thus ordered to be effected, contained
not only direetione for the surrender of the casual und

territorizl revenues, against which I had o humbly but so
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strongly renmonstrated, but the fellowing order to Bir Archi-
bald Campbelli~~ 'In making your selection ( for seats 1in

his Majesty's Rxecutive Council) you will not confine youre
gelf to a sinsle class or deeerintion of r»raony, bnut will
endeavour to ensure the nresence in the Council of zentlamen
representine the various interests which exist in tre province,
and possesgsing at the snme time the confidence of the people
at largel'! seeee By this most extracrdinary and complicated
arranvement, the triumph which the loyal inhubitants of our
North American Colonies had ;ained over the dernwande o the
Republicane was not only proved to be 'temporary' but wes
completely destroyed ecese I subnit to the intellijence of
the eivilized world, thot this decision of the Colonial (ffice,
reevecting the Execntive Council, was a direct surrender of
the ruestion in disputes I ask, first, whether it wan cone
stitutional te order that the Governor'e Executive Council
should be made 'to represent the verdious intereste', vhich
were nlready repressnted in the Houge of Asse~bly; nnd, secondly,
whether there is any difference betwaeen the Colonirl Office
orderin: the Executive Council, 'to possess the counfidence of
the people at large', and the Hepublican demand which the
people of Upper Canada had resisted, nemely, *that the Executive
Council must be resgponsible to the people?’..ses The severe

mortification which this infatusdted course of policy of the
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Colonial Office produced in Upper Cmnada is indesecribable.
The Loyalists were again alsheartened, the Republicans ex-
ultingly boasted that the lHome Government vas with them «eeee
I now recclleet the prophecies which, ever since the commence=-
ment of the political war I have waged here, have invariably
foreboded, th:t I should not be suppcrted by 4he British
Government."*

The above cquotation isg typieal of the replies that Bond
Hesd sent to London. Although he announced to the legislae
ture that, in obedience to the Colonial Office, he was sure
rendering control of the casual and tecriicrial revenues of
the Crown as well as partlal contrel of the Crown lnnds, he
adamantly refused to cconsider an lixecutive Council cunferming
to public opinion for, he said to Lord Glenel., "I ihink your
Lordship, on reflectiocn, will perceive, that instead of
crushing desmceracy on this continent, we sliall actually be
ereatin. it in our coclonies.” This absolute, hau, hitlly-made
refusal to conform with orders from Nowniny Street added but
another insult to the reform cuause. kven at this Juacture,
8ir Francis, by obeyins in sone measurs, his instructions,
could huve prevented that futile cutbreak thut occurred in
December, 1837. Hie failure to tmke action, as regurde hia
Exegutive Council, practically left matters as Lhey were, if

not worse. He seemed also heedless of what had Lappened in
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New Brunswick where Lieutenant-Governor Camphbell, after the
Assermtbly had despatched representatives to London to complain,
was recalled for refusiny to comply with hie instructions.
The Assembly in New Brunswick sent delegates rireetly to
London to explain abuses, a recourse in Upper Canada, which
8ir Prancis complained about most bitterly. Althourh Bond
liead surrendered control of the revenue and Crown Lande, yet
his failure to reshuffle his Executive Council to conform
with public opinion was such as to warrant his recall in a
manney gimilar to Campbell’s. No doubt, had he obeyed orders
or had he even been recalied sooner, Upper Canada's history

from then on would have been a different one.
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OF SIR FRANCIS BOND HEAD'S RESIGNATIUN

One of the most important chapters of Bond Head's Narra-
tive deals with the Lhree ultimate causes of his resignation.
They were nis refusal to re¢instate Judge uidout, Lis refusal
to elevate bidwell to the Bench and London's refusal to cone
firm the appoinimentsof Atiorney and Solicitor=Geancrals.

. One who carerfully reads this clLapter can see that the Gover=
nor had Getermined to pursue a policy of abeolute dictatore
ehip without even brooking the interference of London. He
demanded that his appointments or dismissals should receive
the Colonial Department's appreval simply on the woverncor'se
recomrendation and that no rerionstrance or advice from any
other source shoiuld be considered. The unmasked policy of
Bond liead in Upper Canads, now that he had succeeded in
ousting the lepublicans frow both the Executive Council and
the Assembly, was to continue to persecute and remove all of
them from any offices they held imn the Frovince. Simply to
criticize him was sufficient excuse to dismige .iany honoure
able and scholarly genclemene A8 he admitted in his later
despatclies, he Gid not even pretend to carry on a ;overnment
with more iLnan one party. The luea of Whiye and Tories as in

Bngland and the similar idea of Tories and ieforaers in Upper



Canade were obnoxiocus to him. le planned to persecute all
Republicans and harry them out of the land, 1f posecihle,.
Bond Head not only dismissed many Tepublican office holders
but, in order to seck revenge, he plotted the rcbollien trap
and engulfed many of the Radicals who had caused rim oc much
embarrassrente Ons writer remaried that rien he hnd done
his best te drive men into rebellion, ho cloimoad arsdit for
his foresiht in having pointad out thair traitorous Iinten-
tiong. The Lisutenant-Coverncr's raecall canc before the
Rebellion bui., since the new appoinitee could not zrrive for a
considerable time, Sir Friunecis was present during the flasco
cf Ilecenber 7, 1837.

Judge Ridout's case received very spacial attention boilh
by Sir “rancile and Lord Glenelz. %he Lieutenant-Govornor die-
missed George ridout from the officas of Cclonsl of ithe Militia,
Judge of the District Court of Wiagara and Justice cf the
Peace, on the pretence thet hs vas an active —wnmbar of the
Alliance Society (Reformers) which had issued an address, on
the subjeet of the resignation of tha late “xscutive Council,
eontaining words personally offengive to the Coverncrj and
wvhen thie charge was . isproved to the satisfaction of Lerd
Glenelg, Bond Head refused te obey the order of ‘{he Cclonial
¥iniater to restors Ridout to office. At thic came time Baldwin

and Small were 2lso diemissed for the eame reason, but Ridout's
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case received speciul attencion because he enceavoured to prove
he was not & wember of the Soulety.

The following vorus in ithe addrees irked Lir rrancis Bond
leads "It {s our duty colemnly to nsvure you, that the conduct
of Slr Frencie Bond Head hap been alike a disregard of Consti-
tutional Covernment, and of candour an: truih in his statements."
To one it would eeexn almost puerile und asinine that any Govere
nor would seleet such a mere phrase to trump up a reason ror
wholesale lismissals. Had ke been wiso, Le would have aentirely
ignoxfd such, but Bond lead determincd to malke every 'pin prieck®
the prgtext «or sone Jdeed of retaliation againet tue wiom
groups Judye Gidout's character was vithout blemishy he had
tulfilled ail his duties in a cupable suanner and hie boasted of
uritish ancestiry that fouslhit in the Var of 18l2. No Colonial
Cacretaiy, no. even the vacillating and inefficient Glenelg,
could tolerate fcr long euch unfair and dictatoriul tactice in
a British colony. As soor as the Coverncr had dismlssed the
Judge, he wrote letters to him and to Lord Glenel; stating the
reapons for his actione, but the iwoc letiers of uccusation were
not identical. Judge Ridout's letter contained but the single
reason that he had appaared te be an active muember of the
tAlliance’ or 'Constitutional ieform Society's Sir Fruncis
Bond Head's letter to Lord (Clenelg contained that reason, as

vell as saveral other potty reasons. Awmony the latter wers
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gossip reports saying that Ridout had remarked in conversation,
that if he were dismissed, he would help 'tar and feather' the
Lieutenant-Governor, uud, slso, that there would pe 'war to

the knife'. Sir Francie supplied no proof of those statements
and Glenels intimated they sliould have been rogurded cnly in
the light of ;08s8ip or heated conversation. The Governor did
substaniiate his first oriyinal accusation Ly supplyin. the
legal advice of Attorney-General Hagerman that :idout cid
appear to be an active mewnber of the society referred to.
However, Lord Glenelg, having interviewed the King, gave his
deeision to reinstate Ridout. He maintained that the Governor
ghould have given identical letters of acocusation, Loth %0 hime
self, and to Judge Ridoute The latter, to lLord Glenelg's satise
faction, had cleared himeself of ihe initial charge of active
rzermbership in the Reform Soclety by sending to London several
arffidavite of vwitnesees to that effect. Chisf arong these,

vag that of Mr. Stewart, a carpenter, who had been & irember
and had heen present at ihe nmeetinges referred te. These are
Lord Glenelg's worda: (1) " he cuestion involves no legal
principle, but relatee to a simple uvatter of facl. kr.
Stewart, thcugh deseribing himself as a cuarpenter is, I think,
far riore entitled to epeak vith authority on this vccusilon

than the Attorney- Genaral of the Yrovince, because the ormer

(1) Head -~ A NHarratlve -- Page 239,
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possesass, and the latter does not possess, a personul acquainte
ance with what actually occurred, and because lir. Stewart was
present, and Mr. Hagerman was absent when the Uociety was
formed, and when kr, Ridout i1s sald to have protested against
ite formation” Up to this point it is diffiecnlt to understand
Lord Glenelg's somewhat aimlear tactics but, havinr now grasped
an insiyht into Bond Head's duplicity, he began to act with
firm resclve. The Colonial Secretary de~nnded tlhat 1f Bond
Head wished further consideration of the case on the merite

of accusations other than the initial one, he mugt Tirst
present the additional accuaations to Judge Hldout and rive

him an opportunity to defend himself against them, maintaining
that was only fair to any British citizen, be he lord or common-
er. Ignoring thie request, Sir Francis brou ht about his reecall
by refusing to furnieh Juoge Ridout with the additlonal accusa-
tionss luring the course of thie interchange of despatiches,
Judge Ridout had been denied a public trial or a courte-martial
a8 he had requested. Lord Glenelg, in his inal instructions

to the Governor, stated that the main reason for eemoving him
wag his outri,ht refusal to inform Hidout of the additional
chargess. No one can deny that the Colonilal 3Jecretary vas obe
solutely falr in this case, for in demanding Ridout's reinstate-
ment, he alseo said such nirht be nuspended temporarily If 8ir
¥Yranels wished to substantiate the other charges agalnast Ridout

ap suggestede



62

g8ir Francis answered Lord Glonelg by saying ithat he had
no further accusations Lo nmake agalnst !r. R{ldouty he had
noth:ng further to urge against what he had said in his defonce,
but baving, as Lieutenzut-Governor, by the advice of hie
Council, deliberately selegted lim for punishment, as the
oet intenperate of his opponents, he felt it necessary, ree-
peetfully, bLut explicltly, to decl:re thut, so lon~ 2g e was
deewed coupetent to he Lieutenant-Governor ol tris I'rcvince,
he Ceclined to have any further ccomunication with Mr. Ridout,
and must decline to regtore him te the stations from vidch
he had removed him. In this case Sir Francis ic very careful
to eay hies Counecil approved his act, but cne wei rormeber ithat,
that sa.1e Council was a Yory racliine equally anxicur Lo extore
ninate Republicanism.

Lord Glenelg'e rebuke to ihe Cuvernor's idea of dictatore
ial dismiseal was as Tollows: (1) "You furth.r «xjress your
expectation thaet the 'mere expresaicn of your opinion of the
absolute neeceseity Tor th: disnlssal of any parson fron office
whori, from your local knowledge, you deemad hoctile to the
Britlsh Constitution, would have carried witl it iarinitely
more ¥Wel.ht than the inlividual’s denial of his orn .uilt',
From this ani other pnesages In your despateh, I infer thut

you regard ihe Secretary of Gtate, as virtnally Lound to adopt

(1) Head -- A Narrative ~- Page 268,
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your opinions in individual cases as conclusive, e¢von upon an
appeal against your decisions DBut sueh 1z nut my estimate of
the duties of my offices I act under a strict and effective
respongibility to the Xing and %o Parlianent. Of every
measures which T take, or which, when taken by others, I approve,
I nuat be prepared to produce the vindication. But I ahould 11l
acquit myself of that duty 1if I attempted to rest my justificae
tion on an implicit conr’itence in the Judgment of the officer
azanst whose acts an appeal had been brou,lit before mes
Cherishing as I do, the strongest presunption in favour of
every decision of yours, I rmust yst, as often as your sentence
is impeached, <xamine into the merits of the cuewtion with
gatriet impartiality, and with a jealousy of those prepoesesessione
in favour of your opinions from which I can never be exempt.
In our relative positions in his Majeety's service, I could
not aet on any other principle.®

In diemissing Sir Francis Bond Head, Qlencly included
thege words in his despatchs (1) “In the exercise of the
authority with wbhich I wae invested, I directed you to place
a Judge, whom you had dismissed from office, in posseseion
of the grcunds of that very grave proceeding, before I could
confirm his removale 1 called upon you to render iov him that
meagure of Justice which the humblest member of society is

entitled to demand, by makinr known to him wvhat were the

(1) Head -- A Narratlive ~- Pages 347-8-0.
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reasone on which the representative of his Sovereign had
Rentenced him to degradation and punishment. Thie ie the
instruetion which you meet with a direct and positive refusal.
Under these circumstances, her Majesty's Xiniaters have thought
it their duty to tender to the Queen thelr advice thet your
resignation should be accepted."

M.S5, Bidwell was another prominent Hepublican who was
equally punished by Bond Head for his RHeform aetivities. He
had heen the speaker of the Heforu: Assembly and had eriticized
the Governor in lanyuage almoet similar to that guoted above
in Ridout's case. Vhile leading the Amsenbly he read an
address referring to Bond Head as despotie, tyrannical, unjust,
deceitful, and as digplaying conduct dérogatory to the honour
of the Kiny:e. With the Governor, this was sufficicnt excuse
to brand Mr. Bidwell as a rebel and a traitore. ¥Frior to this
incident, Sir Francis had mentioned Mr. Bidwell in his des~
patches- as a man of great abllity and of sterling cliaracter,
with the result that lLord Glenely had asked that this pysntleman
should receive the first vacancy to the benches Tautl reguest
had been emphatically denied by Sir Franc.is for no other
reason than that this gentleman had rsad the anbove address
and had been a prominent Lheform leader. Considerablc correge-
ponrience passsd between London and Toronto on iho case but

sach time Bond lead refused Lo obey his orders. At ;irst,
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@lenelg pointed ocut, thst olince Bldwell had retlrod frow
politicel 1ife, he was certainly w=ytitiocd to the peoition
on account of hie ability anc ch.racter. Lowevar, in cuch
suceeedin - fespatleh to Lonven Pond fead sc."«d Lo ¢ wome
further excnse for exeluding Lirwell, althou h he ncver
failed to adnit this an'e abllity ond charaecivor vere of (ie
hi _histe It ie very intercatin, to read th- exaet vorus ol
Lord Glenel;'s despatchs (1) "My estimnte of lre Bldwoll's
character n’ cluime to advunce.wat to tic buneb had baen
derived chicfly from your own despatcues., It was un no lower
suthority that Y adopted the opinion that he was prororly
eligiile for that dictinetion. You now Inform me that you
hac dravn nis character wiih a 11 ki nn. feeling .inide You
~d, however, ackncrledged ¥r., Bidwell tc be a .ntlenin cof
sreat sbilitfee, of tle first s~irerve In Lig c1cofece’on, und
of irreproachable character. I knew, Inceed, tl-t he lad
feraerly taken a very prominent part in oppesiticn tc your
cwn measures and those of your immedlate predecesscr. I had
further been advised that Mr, Bidwell Lacd entirely retired
from political 1ife, cenfining himeclf to ths Gatles c¢f hie
professicn, =nd had ceaped to act with the party of viich he
had f-rmerly been a member. GLuch was my Informeticn when I

instructed you, eventually, to cffer to kr, Blivell & aeat

(1) Head -- A Narrative -- Pages 348-3-4.
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on the benchs T confess that it did not appear to me it that,
under vuch ¢« {ireumetances, he should be punished by a perrnanent
ané irreparable 1incanneity for a promotion te which, on the
grounds of private churancter, nov objirctlone could be raised,

and to wkhiech, on the grounds of professional eminence, he

hed the hichest pocgible titles It nppeared to me éanrerous,

or rather impractieable, to <overn the Province on the principle
of a proscription of the whole of one large bndy of the ine
habitantss You now indeed mrke tre additional statserment that
Hr. Bidwell was a member of = revolutionery cgocirty called the
*Provincial Convention'. Of this fact, T was totlally iinorant,
until the receipt of the very despatch now under consideration.
By a despatch from you of a still later date, nsviely the 22nd
of Guntember, it avpears thrt » letter, bearin- the date of

the 3rd of Auzust, and the elqonature of Mr, Bildwell, was publisghe
ed at Torcento on the 2Z0th of Septomber, in which Mr. Bidwell
exnresely 2eclined to be a member of thet Boeiety. Tn reporting
thi= fact, you assure that the dete which the letter bears was
purpoeely falsifird; that ¥r. Bldwell had heard of the inten-
tions in hig favour, and hnd publisled his letter wiih a false
date, 1in order to remnve an objection which mi ht have obstruet-
ad his advancement. On what authcerity this accusation 18 made,
you have not explalneds and without some sueh explanation, I

could not impute what would be, in effect, a wilful violation
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of truth to a gentleman whose moral character is unimpeached
by hie most decided politilcal antagonists." This quotation
speaks louder than words, #nd is ano her example of Bon: Head's
duplicity. In their writinge after the liebellion R. Baldwin,
Ggerton Ryerson and other prominent men have consistently
upheld the character a..d honovur of Mr. Bicdwell. Why should
Sir Francie have stooped to the lowest in accusin, tidde man
of falsifying o letter, after he had continuously prailsed his
integrity in numerous other despatches? To Lord Glenelg's
ousstion in that regard he never raplied or offered any ex-
planation. Baldwin, Bidwell, Rolph, Ryerson, and a host of
others, never spoke truer words, when they accused him o
prevarication and the tindency zo n~vade truth and candoure.
Lord Glenelg intimates that very accusation in this and his
later despatchess He challened Dond Head's t«miesney to be
vindictive and accused him of governing by means of one large
body of inhabitante only (Tories). This group was given all
the -zppeintrents and to ¢lenelg's challenge Bond Jiead's answer
wass (1) "My Lord, among the warious difficult suties which
I am called upon to perform, there is no one which reqiired
cooler judgnent than the impartial selegtion of individuale
Por offices the ity le at all times invidtous, but thore is

no part of it more painful te my feelinge than the bad custom

(1) BHead -- 4 Larratjvg -~ Page D6,
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which exists of giving a deseription of the various individuals
to har Majesty's Governnsnt; and I have often almost letermined
to recucst thut, so lon, as con’i‘ence be reposed in ne, mny
appoiat ~ats may be con®linmad oen Lhe faith of my recomnmendatione®
Bond lizad'e appointents wers cervainly not impartial for, they
vere all Tories suggestsd by his Tory Exegutive,

In the above quotation the Lieutenant-Governor iwntioned
tue cusvom of submittine recommencatlone to London before
appeinteents. Ue certsinly +id not auhere Lo that policy in
Lie aproint-epnt of ‘ticrney-General lagerman, Solicilor~General
Lrzper snd cihereg. Sir Franc: s, in these cases, simply sent
ide sprointren‘s to London after - irst havin; anuocunced them
in 2. nava, ard csked Lord Glenely to endorse his choices.

This gave th: Colonial %eecretery no cholce in che apjrointees
vhatsoaver ~.nd, nes lless to say, Bond Head's audacity shocked
him, for he auspected, and ri htly too, another 'batch' of

Tory office~holders. Lord Glenels assented to all but Hageruan
and braper whose uppointmante he queetioned, im ihat othisr men
rore in lins for the anpointments had been passed overe. Hagere
man's appoint.ent was alan objseted to by the Fresbhyteriun
Church which had accused him of sponsoring only Aanglican rightse.
Time ..nd agsin, 9ir Francis remonstrated regarding the vithe

holding of these up,.ointnents and pointed vo his ehagrin and



enbarrassment because they had previously been anncunced in

6o

the Province but, the Colonial Geeretary steadfactly refused

to endorse them.

XXX XX
£ XXX

XX
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Since the new appeintee, Sir Ceorge arilnu, “id not

arrive until March, 1838, Cir Francis Bond Head w.s prosent
in Upper Canada during the so-cnlled Tlebsllinn, the hl-me
for which he :ust bear tie .ajor shavee. Any wiso Covernor
could quite easily have prevented the juerlle ontbreak in
Upper Canada but Bond lead deliberately alloved it to trap
his Republican enemies. OCne would have thou ht that auny
Governor whe was abont to leave his past aseignment vcould
forgive and ferget, but £ir Francis delermined to the last
to Beek revenge on those who had helped brin; about hisc own
recalls Durhan, Sydenham, Peel, “nd oilbers, hove all cone
demned bond Head's dastardly crime in deliberetely trapping
his enemies.

The great nmss of poople vho desired reform were obe

sclutely leoyal to dritain as events of the Tiabellion Indicated.

A eriall nwdber of Juiilecads ualor ihe leadership of VacKenzle
were encouraged to rebal beth by the ocutbreak of hostilities
in Lower Caunada and by the upparent laxity of officlals in

Upper Canada. The ease with which the rising was puppressed

confirmse tha faet that it was very hastily plannad and that
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it had very few ardent adherents. Few ol 1ts mon had any
training at all, only a small portion were armed and, the
majority ¢f those that banded togethur deserted, rather than
resort teo bloodshed. They had been led to think that a
bloodlese ccup d'état could be effscted. dJust a few shots
vers fired and all was over, but it was sufficient to bring
condemnation, death and suffering to many ignorant partici=-
panta, as well ag persecution to loyul Heformers througshout
the Frovince who took no aetive part, but were sinrled out
ror punishment by the Tories simply because they hatd enter-
talned Reform principles, Thousands of loyal people left
for the United Statee in diegust. A little foresight and
planning on Bond Head's part could quite easily have ‘aipped
in the bud' this unfortunate incident.

Bond Head's firet accounts of the Rebellion to the Home
Office are clear-cut deceptions of the truths He gave them
the impression that the Insurrection in Upper Canada had been
a complete surprise to him and that he was only able te quell
it by calling out the militila after ite outbreake He says:
"Having yielded to the Lower Province her Majesty's troops,

I had nothing left to esupport me but a strict adherence to
that moral rule which bide all nations, as well as all
individuale, keep up a just distinction between their enemies

and their friends.” Certainly, Bond Head had nothing te support



him at the time for he purposely willed it sc. When the
regular troops had been despatched to Lower Caneda why did
not Sir Francle immediately call up some of the militia to
protect Toronto and other places for he also had 4,000 stand
of arme stored in the Toronto armoury. In latsr deepatches,
he boasted about the hundreds of militia that flocked inte
Teronto in answer to his appeal after the Rebellion had broken
out and he issued orders restraining other reinforcermente

from coming eince their help was not needed and he feared
lest Toronto be swamped with so vast an array of help.

The Lieutenant-Governor knew all about the plans of the
rebels and had been warned by several sourcess ¥hen hostilie
ties broke out in Lower Canada, he himself said, "In consequen-
ce of the Rebellion, whieh had already broken out in Lowar
Canada, a corresponding Insurrection was naturally to be ex~
pectod in the Upper Province." The Governor received news of
impending trouble from many reliable sources, but dismissing
them lightly he refused to be preparedes (1) "Oon October 3lat
81r Franeis turned down the offer of a2 volunteer company %o
guard the Govermment House, preferring to wait, as he expressed
i1t, till the lives or property of her Majesty's subjecte should
require defence.® His own Attorney-General, Mr. Hagerman, also

warned the Governor to no avail. But the reader will clearly

(1) Lindeey -~ ¥illiew p == Fage 363
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underswand the treachery of the voverncr in Lis ovn lunguagei
(1) "ir. MacKenzie was pursuin~ a lawless course ¢of conduct
which I felt it would be impolitic for ric t0 “4rrert sesas
While these meetings were in continuance, Mr. Luefrnzie, by
means of his newspaper, and by constant personal ntlendance,
succeeded 1in inducing his adhercntn to bslieve thot he was
everywhere strongly supported, and that hile reane, ae ~acll as
his forees, would prove invincible. I was not i ncrant of
these proceedinge and in proporticn as ¥r. MucKenzie's paper
became more and more seditious, and in proportion as these
armed meetinge excited mere and more alarm, I vas strongly and
repeatedly c¢nlled upon by the peaceable pertion «f the commune
ity foreibly to suppress both the cns and the others [ con-
gidered it better, however, under all circumstancecs, to awalt
the outbreak, vhich I vaes eonfident weuld be iImpotent, inversely
as it was previously oppesedj in short, I conridered that, if
an attack by the rebels was inevitable, the more ™ cncruraged
them to conaider me defenceless the better.® In .anctbor part
of his Narrstive Sir Francis penned these similar words: (2)
Mir. MacKenzie and his party, finding that at every peint they
ware defeated 1n 2 moral attack which they had made upon the
British conatitution, next determined to exelte ihrir deluted

adherents to have recourse to physical strencthe Bgins ae

l) Head e~ % Ngzzg&ixg me Pagle 387=8«D,
22; xpig -= Pages 824~6. ue
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ready to meet them on that jround ap I had been resdy to meet
them in a moral strugple, Y gave them every porsihle advantage.
I, in no way, availsd myself of the lmmense res-urces of the
British Snpires on the contrary, T purnoscly dimmiprod from
thie Province the whole of our troopse I allowed Mr. MacKenzie
to write whatever lhe chose, say vhat he chose, and o whatever
he choses; and, without takin; any notice of his traitorous
proceedingr, I waited, with folded arms, until hLe had collect-
ed his rebel forces and had actuanlly comenced his atinck. I,
then, as a gelitary individunl, called upon the wilitia of
Upper Canada to defend rme, and the result has been =t I have
stated.® On page 831 of his bock, A& Warpative, Sir Fruncis
alco aexrressed himself thuss “Instead of sither trrin: to
concliliste ¥r. MoeKenzie, or make his fortune by & Covernment
prosecution, I had better let him come +ithin reseh ¢ the law
and th-n let it hanz hime His lega saved itm froe 1he latter
fate.™

The hehavioue of Bond Mead jJuet prlier teo ond during the
Lobellicn was ludicrous and dleusting to say Lle leccte One
of the most detailed accounts of his blundering is to “e found
in the book A Veteran of 1812 by Fitzgzibbon. In 1hir book
Colonel Fitzgibhon relates his many ucelesy efforts to have
preparations made for rn exrected ingurreetion rnd he, himaelf,

ag Lead ol the militin, tcok runy precautlone . even contrary to
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the commands of Sir Francis. These precautions, at Least,
veakened many of the efforts of the rebels and may even hava
besn Baid to have frustrated the success of vhe iebelllon,
iteellfs “henever the Covernor was ecaught napping he boasted
that Lis unprepurednass was a deliberate trap to ensnare the
robelss ien this decision was so seversly ci*lticiged evary-
whers he again reversed his stand and denied hls diabolical
intentione lent gives us this interpretation of Bond Head's
prevarications: (1) ™’he oxcuse of Sir irancis, when ae
suddsnly found himself attacked by arm:d rebels, vas t at o6
had #ll along foreseen and desired the Insurrectilon, and even
pretcnded unconcciousness, in order to tempt an outbreak. In
ordar t¢ avold this imputation of negligence Sir Frarcis!
vanity sseks rafuge in ths guilt of one of the wost detestable
practices of the most unserupulous tyranny. le would load
himgelf with the crime of having trepanned a number of ignore
ant and heated political opponents into the gullit and peril
of treasscn: of having cilven faucilities to erime In order
that he mi ht find a pretext feor puniuhment. Bat by taking
the credlt of all this unresl villainy, Sir Francis only ac-
cunylates on his own head an addltional weight of fmbecility.
The only palliasticn of euch achewas Is to be feund in the

vigour ard skill with whilch thelr succese is ensuredy and if
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S3ir Frencis insisto cn having purposely brought the Znsurrede
tion to a head, it is otill 'wrc incuwbent on Lum Lo ciow that
e hnad talen good care alco to provice caus ol suypressing it
To proveoke an insurrect.on, .ven lJor» L. jar,voe o wiushing
hoetile deesi;:ns, we regard as utierly unjustifiuble under any
circumetsncess tut te proveke one, lecaving iu teo the clLaptey
of necidents whethar it rhall turn cut successiully .y not,
¢an hardly entitle a (overnuent even tou the wppocibalica of the
anet unscrupulous Toricse"

Although Nent's counternti lon Lthat Lona llead was e.u ht
entirely Ly surprise and that woh oy Ve coverned's .ofense
of Yig aetions was later concocted to cove:r up his lueriness,
vat this thecry ien't entiyely Leld by all writers. Lince
the Jovernor asnd hls asg.ociytes received warall,d Lyw. 80 many
quartere, they certainly aust bave haown troeuble wus in the
offins and, therefore, i1 is peutcaanls to belleve . ul the 8so=-
call~d4 trop set for the rebels viw Lo &tume deglee luavsutionals
The reacer io entitlad to his own opdnion siace Liue 'leap=frog'
prevarications of Ilr Trancie are very Coialusulls

The warninzs recelvcd by Sir Fraanclis wvers legicn, (1)
Egerton Ryerson relates thal Le had vieitew the vuvarnor
and Attorney~General Ticblnson fuur weexs pr.os Lo Lhe ‘neure

raction and had advised precautlonury wihois uwelng Lo Kacw

(1) Ryeraon -~ Zhe Story Of My Ljfe -- Page 183.
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Kenzie's activities. Bond Head knew all about these activitles
and numerous accountw of other witnesses are given in Fitz-
gibbon's books Pamphlets and declaraticns, seditlous in lan-
guage and publisked Ly tle Hadieals, were brought by lory sup-
porters to Toronto. T8 Covernment also knew about the Lower
Carad iun ilebellion wi.igh had broken out ond it had posnession
of letters of smpatihy - ldch pussed Letween the Up, er Conadian
Radicals and Papineau. DIven ‘dien all the troops were (esw
paiclked to Lower Canada, muny old c¢fficers advieed Sir Francls
thzt it was unwise and su gested leavin: a smmll furce in
Torcnto.

Because Sir Francls Bond Head was not a military nan of
any standing or experience it is extrenely doubtful wlether
he could have extricated himself from the pit which he so
persistently determined to (i for himsel®s If officers like
Fitzgibbon had not taken precautions contrary teo the Covernor's
orders it is altogether likely that the rebels would have
succesded in taking tihe eivy before the (ovarnor could have
orgaiized any resistance vaatsoever. The city haud been de-
nuded of &ll troops; no milltia had been called and if 4Yir
Prancie had had his way the 4,000 stand of simas vould have
had no adequate guard nur auay ol the clty's approaclkies have
been guarded. ELverythiny would have been an easy ;rey to

the rebela since a call for help to the wilitis would have
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required several daye for a suitable mustering of that force.

Ae far back as the yasar 1834 Hir John Colbnorne and FPitge
gibbon had dAiscussed the taking of phecautionary neasures in
ease of an uprisinge. Accordingly, Fitzgibbon had organized
and trained a corps of scventy young men many or whor were of
great service dnring the actual Tnsurrection.

As soon as tidinge of the uprising In lLower Uanada reached
Toronto, Fitzgibbon snd cther officers redoubled thelir efforts
te arouse the CGovernor to the dangers at hand but gtill Sir
Francis pursued his narrow-minded and ccntracictory attitude.

Sir John Colberre in lcwer Canada hud been %tcld by Bond
Head that te could gpare all his Upper Canadian troops for
garvice in the Lower Province. As the last detaclicent of
some thirty men and a subaltern were about t¢ locvs Upper
Canada Colonsl Fitsgibbon, Colonel Foster and nthers begged
the overnor to keep them in the city as a nucleus for the
militia to rally round but to no avail. Thie wae ilic answer
given hy the Covernor, "No, not © man. The Goin;, so would des-
troy the whole morale of my policys if the militila cannot
defend the Province, the socner it is lost the better." Then,
on being asked permiseion to call up socume of the nilitia his
answer was a decided "No", The policy beiny pursued by Bond
Head was exasverating to Coleonel FPitzgibbon and cthaer officers

who were responsible for the defenze of the Province.
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At this time there war a etard of 4,000 emall arme and
amunition stored in the merket buildinge at Tornnte. Pince
this vould be a very likely prize for rebels to seize O1ip
Francis was advised to increase the juard over ilese from
two constables to & rifle corpses This suggention hed been
made by the leading officer, Fitzgibbon, but had heen flatly
refused. However, Sir Francis ssked for the offer ir wriiing.
The next morninc to the consternation ¢f .any, the cffer wvas
printed in the morning edition of the Toronto Patrigt. The
purpose of the (Covernor never wap known but it conld have
been his intention to allow the rebels tc trink he did not
anticipate any Rebellion and so seem unprotected. These puge
gestions and offers were entirely iynored in his “demrrtcheg
to the Colonial Office.

The firet Reriment of the City of Tirente ¥ilitia had
recently come under the ccamand of Fitzglbbon. In thie
regiment . he found many vacancies and accerdin-ly he rubmitted
to the Covernor a list of candidates for tre vacant eommuis-
sions., Bond Head declined positively to @o anythin- until
the following summer much to the disgust of tha petiiticnar.
The latter who was s veteran of the ¥ar cf 1812-14 had lived
in York (Toronto) for over twenty years and knevw tre place,
its inhabitante and ite problems thorouchly, ¢% Mend Head, a

eomparative stranger und newcomer, refused the advice of such

military mene.
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Realizing that 1ittle could he accomplighed by appealing
again to the “pig-headed™ Governor Fitagibbon took it upon
himself to warn the heade of all loyal femilies to be ready
for any emergency upon the ringing of the college bellss It
wag now definitely known that the rebels were drilling in
places north of Toronto. However, the iebellion broke out,
the college bells rang, before half of the abeve-mentioned
had been warned. In later years Chief Justice Robinson wrote
a letter to Fitzgibbon scknowledging the fagt that the latter's
precautionary steps, taken against the Covernor's wiches, had
actually saved the city from the rebels,

About this same time quite reliable informers apreared
before the Governor and his Council relating stories cf men
arilling nerth of Toronto. Heon. ¥m. Allan implored Sir
Francis and his colle&pues to prepare a defence without delay.
The suggestion that every half-pay officer and discharged
goldier in the city chould be placed in the garrison eimply
elicited the fellowing asinine ansver from Sir Francist "“wWhat
would the people of England say were we thus to am? And,
besides, were we to pass the militia by, they wculd feel theme
gelves insulted.® The above-mentioned digcuseions took place
on Baturday and it was not until the following Monday that
Pitzgibbon was called into the presence of the Governors The

former was appointed Adjutant=General and given orders teo
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inform the nilitia throushout the provinece to be on the alert
in czee of an ocutbreak. The order want to the “neen's printer
the seme day but 1t was of little uce as the firsi nutbreak
cceurred on the evenin: cf that very dny, Toee ber 4th.

That eveninz the Rebels captured scme of Cols Fitzgibbon's
scouts on the northern limits of the city. A i'rs Tovell escape
ed by shooting cne of the Tebal leaders and n=de Lie way into
the city anrd ranz the college bzlls. ©ir Franc'c 218 no atten-
tion to the belle and it wzs not +ill Pitzgibbon and Powell
aroused him from sleep that he began %o shew come onxlotye
Crowds c?f panic-stricken citizens rurhed to the ..arkcteplace
and all ni;ht wae spent In aroing these and erecting sone sort
-of an orderly cefensive force. The DNebels, alrr-3 &t Lhe loss
of a leadsr apparently retrasted tc ¥ontro-ery's Trvern Lut
Liad they followed thelir orl-inal nlnn of attacking “l.e city that
ni Lt tlere is vepry little doubt but wrat they ceoull Li.ve
taken 1t eacily.

Frerton Nyrreon, In writine te Fis brethoer, deceriled
the confueion and conmotion thst relignsd everywhere ae he
went to the rarketaplace in the s51ddle cf the ni-ht ftar the
alarm had been ;ivens. He saw the Coverncr ith a fouble-
barrelled gun in hies hand, another leaning a;ainnt Lie breast,
and a brace of pistole in hils leathern bheli. 'r Francis, even
in a erisis, never mlased an opportunity to play “hc art of a

fahowman".
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By sunrise cn Tuesday, Decermbhar 5th., the men who had
comte in response te the alarm were lined up in plateoons en
the narkcet square. OScouts were sent sut mngd they reperted
that the NLebels had retreated to Mcntgomery's Tavern and were
fortifying the place. Fitzgibben and other officers advised
8ir Frencis to attack them nt once hafere the fortifying
could be completed and before further reinfercements reached
theme By so dolng the Febels would ba easily dispersed and
unnecessary bloedshed be avoided. The Governsr adamantly
refused, sayin_, "Ne, sir, T will net fipght them en their
groundj they muet fight ne on mine.® It'%s difficult te con~-
Jecture what Tir Francis meant here for if the Rebels had ine-
vaded the clty, burning and pillaging ae they went it would
have been very difficult te cope with the situation.

7> recite another incident in this “eomedy of errors"
the (overncr, on being advised by his officers that the ape
proachee to the city chould heve pickats staticned there
ti.at ni Lt, lest the enemy attempt the use of their moot
poverful weapon, incendiarisem, commanded that ne such precau-
tion should be taken. lowever, contirary te orders, Fitzgibhen
placed picketes at the most signifieant nlaces. FEarly thet
evenin: one picket under Sheriff Jarvie drove off a group of

Rabels bent on incendiarism.
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By ‘vednesday groups of militia began te peur into the
eity from outside poiute. No provision vhatseever had been
nade for them and the populace feared a famine if the drain
on Yood supplise continued. For thet reason and others, agaln
the Governcr was advieed to attack the Rebsle but he still
refused.

Confusion was added to coniusion on Vednesday, Necembar
éih., when Sir Francie aprointed Colonel MacNab who had Just
arrived from llamilton as commanderein-chief. MackKab was &
very young can at that time with little military experience.
Everyeone in the city leoked to the tried and experiecnced Fitze
gibbon holding, the position of Adjutant-Ceneral, as the only
one suitable for the position. This turn of events caused such
consternation and confusion that a delegation of the city's
leading =men waited on Lir Francis in hie bedroom early Thurse
day morninge They persuaded hin te allow Fitsgibbon to con-
tinue as commander-in-chief. 7The Governor also agreed to
attack the lebels that lay, l'ecenber 7th.

Afier much confusion, Sir Francie rode ut tue head of a
long proceseion, and waving to onlookers, he headed towards
Montgomery's Tavern. The short-lived ekirmish soon ended the
Rebellion and Bond Head, comins up from the rear, gave orders
to burn ¥ontgomery's Tavern. He also, againet the wishes of

Fitzgibbon and others, commanded that the home of Givsen, a
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rebel leader, be burned. This order he denied in his later
vritings after he had been adversely criticized. His des~
patch to Lord Glenelg on this incident merely stated that
the troops bhad burned the residence in reprisal, not that
he had specifically ordered ite The CGovernor pardoned many
of the rebels on the z2pot but some were rearrested later,
Rundreds of victius lanrsuisherd in jaile for long periods. 4
wvholesale persecution of lieform sympathizers began and
thousanda moved to the United Htates. 8Sir Franeis Hincks,
later a very distinguished Canadian made a trip to Iowa te
arrange for lande for nigrating Reformers.

Thus, from these few incidents recorded from a muititude
of blunders, the reader can quite easily visualize what a
ludicrous role Sir Francis pleyed during the actual Insurrec~
tion. He seamed wholly void of discretion and confusien
reigned wherever he was present. But for the good Jjudgment
of some of hie leaders, evente more dire in nature, might
have transpired. The (Covernor's actions constitute & con-
tinuoue record of folly enscted to the extreme degres.

Mention must be rade of the expatriation of Bidwell.
This was the gentleman vhom Bond Head refused tc elevate to
the bench ana tiis refusal was partly the cauese of Bond Head's

recalls At kontgoery's Tavern wae found & banner bearing the

wordes “Bidwell and the Glorious Minority, 1837, and a Good



Beginning.® It was simply an 0ld election banner with the
figure “twe" replaced by a “seven“. However, this eeemed to
implicate Bidwell in the Rebellion and the Uovernor esized
Bidwell's letters and called upon that gentleman for an ex-
planation. BRidwell protested his innocence but Sir Frencis
adviaed him to leave the country as he sald it would be out
of his power to protect him. Bidwell was handed his letters
unopened after he had sat down and penned a letter promising
to leave the Province forever. Thisz seemed to Bond Head a
real triumph for he was able to write Glenelg that the man he
had refueed to elevate to the bench had fled the country as a
traitor. This momentary revenge by the Governor upon one of
hie worst opponents acted like a boomerang. Some of the

meat brilliant Canadians rose in defence of Bidwell., Awmong
these were Ryereson, Baldwin, and Hincks. It was proven beyond
all doubt that Bidwell's character was unimpaired anu that he
had had no part in the Rebellion. Bidwell rose to the highest
place at the bar in New York. On several occasions prominent
Canadians tried t¢ persuade him to return and accept office

in Canada. Even Baldwin and Sir John A. Macbonald falled in
their attempts. Canada lost ons of its most briliiant minde
due to the maehinations of Bond Head. Bidwell's banishment
ereated tremendous escitement in the Provinee, especially after

the letter of Egerton liyerson apjeared in hie defense. The



entire uccount is too detuiled Lo give here und the reader
would do well to consult Dent (1)

This kebellion that '11,ht have been entirely averted by
a wige (overnor «iid not stop at Nontgomery'e Tavern. Escaped
rebels and certain United Gtates sympathizere made mttacks at
various border points. The anthoritiess on either side of the
line were lax in suppressin- these activities.

Hovever, 121 us c¢xanine the details of the one that al-
moct ciusedé war vetweun the ilnited States and Canada -- the
destr.ociion of toe Anerican fhip, the Caroline. MaecKenzie,
with ovher rebel: anC dnited Btates sympathizers, oecupied
Navy Islané, en the Craadinn side just above Niagara Falles.
Bonu heat immediately sent Celeonel ¥eNsb with a strony force
to the crot und «leo nperarsd on the scene himeelf. The
Governor tcok completechar;e <:.¢ pave édrders that no attack
8hould be .1cde on the Islend unirss the rebels attempted to
land on ithe sheres Hie officere protested in vain against
the delay in not assajling the Island at once. Thie vigil went
on for rany days and ~11l the time the rebels were bringing in
supplies from the A:srican shore vwith a ship called the Carelines
Finally keNab uncer Tond Head's supervision -ave orders to
destruy Ler wherever sle miyht be founds, A pleked group of
militia boarded the Caroline as she was tied up en the American

‘l) Dent ~e tor he g Aj ueb (:vi 1 2)
~= Page 169,
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shore, set her on fire and allowed her to drift towards the
Falls. In the encounter, at least one American was killed.
This incident eo strained relations between Great Britain
and the United States that war seemed inevitable for a time.
At a later period Prime Minister Peel sent a letter of
apology to the United States. This is what Dent says about
the Caroline incidents (1) "Ap previously intimated in

the text, Sir Francis Head signified his official approval
of the cutting-out of the Caroline. He did so in the most
unequivoeal language, and with the least possible delay. He
does not seem to have aever altered his opinion as to the wisw
dem of the enterprise. In The Emigrant, Chapter X, published
long years afterwards, he refers to 'this act of calm justice
and cool vengeance' -~ i.e., the destruction of the Caroline «-
as8 having ‘'‘produced febrifugal results highly beneficial',

He addss 'It struck terror into thoee who, with bands and
banners, were marching from all directions to invade usj and
by thus inducing them to halt, the United States Governmen%¥
were not only obliged, but were enabled to exert Lhemselves'.
This is a characteristic speciman of Sir Francis' rhetorie,
and was certainly not borne out by the factss The truth, in-
deed, could not well have been ucre perversely misrepresented.

Actually, it is very difficult to say whether Sir Francis




Head endangered the safety of the Province more by the back~

vardness he exhibited in grappling with dangers over which

he ourht to have triumphed immediately, or by the rashneass

vith which he threw himaself upon yet more formidable periles

which he had no oeccasion to encounter at all. He represents

Upper Canada, in fact, as having been in great danger till

the affair of the Caroline, but as having been saved by that

bold, Just and neceesary expleit. We maintain, on ihe contrary,

that there was not the slightest danger till the desiruction

of the Caroliney thst there was no necessity for Lhat act,

and that it could not have taken place had Sir Francise, at

the ocutset, done his duty in crushing the invasion: that

that act, im truth, ereated al. the danger which ever did exist.®
After the cutting-out of the Caroline MacKenzie and his

adherents kept increasing until there were some four hundred

and fifty. ©Still, Sir Prancis and his men -~ some two thousand,

five hundred -~ failed to attack the Island. 8ir John Colborne,

as Commanderein-Chief of Her Majesty's forces in Worth America,

had become cdisgueted at the Inactivity of 8ir Francis Head,

and at the continued occupation cf Canadlan territory by a

band of vagabocnds. Colborne despatched a group of men and

heavy artillery to the spot and, in & short time, the insur-

gents fled to the United States shore where the leaders were

arrcsted. This happened two wesks after the Carcline ineident
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and, counting the twe weeke idleness prior to the incident,
the forces of Sir Francis remained practically inactive on
the shore opposite Navy Island for an entire month.

For his conduct during the Rebellion 8ir Francis drew
upon himself the severest c¢riticism from the British Parlia=-
ment, the Press, and a host of other notable sources. In
the British House of Commons, Sir Hobert Feel in censuring the
Governor's act of denuding the Frovince of troops said, "It
was the duty of the govermuent to have prepared such a
military force in the Colony as to have discouraged the ex~
citers of the Insurreection from pursuing the gourse they did."
That certainly indicted Sir KFrancis for his part, but let us
alec coneider the words of Lord Durham,which are as follows:
(1) "Even if I were convinced that a large proportion of ths
population would, under any circumstances, have lent themselves
to his (MacKenzle) projects, I should be inclined to attribute
such a disposition merely to the irritation produced by those
temporary causee of diesatisfaction with the government of the
Provinece whieh 1 have specified, and not 1o any settled design
on the part of any great number, e¢ither to subvert existing
institutions, or to change their present connection with CGreat
Britain for a Junction with the United States. I am inclined

to view the insurrectionary movemenis, which did take place,

(1) Lueas -~- Lord Durham's Report (Vol. 8) ~- Pages 164-5-6.
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a8 indieative of no deep-rooted diseatisfaation, and to belicve
that almost the entire body of Reformers of this Province
sought only by constitutional means %o ovbtain those vbjects
for which they had so long peaceably strugyled befure Lthe une
happy troubles occasioned by the violencs of a few unprincipled
adventurers and heated enthusiaste.

"The cnuses of dissatisfaction continue to act on the
ninds of the Keformersj and theilr hope of redress, under the
present order of things has been serlously diminisied. The
exasperation caused by the confliet iteelf, the suspicions and
terrors of that trying period, anc¢ the use made by the triumphe-
ant party of the power thrown inte itheir hands, have heightened
the passions which existed before. It certainly uppéared too
much, as if the Rebellion had been purpcsely invited by the
Government, and the unfortunate men who took part in it, delibe
erately drawn into a trap by those who subseqguently inflicted
#0 severe a punishment on them for their error, IL sesmed too,
as if the dominant party made use of the vceasiocn afforded it,
by the real guilt e¢f a few desperate and imprudent men, in
order to persecute or disable the whole body of their politieal
epponents. A great number of perfactly innccent individuals
wars threwn into prison, and suffered in peraon, properity and
charaeters The whole body of Neformers vere subjecied to suge

picien, and to harassiny proceedinge lostiluted by nugistrataes,
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whose political leanings were notoricusly adverse to them.
Severe laws were pasged, under colour of which individusls
Very generally estesmed, were punished without any form of
trial.

"Iwo persons who suffered the extreme penalty of the
law unfortunately engaged a great share of the public mym-
pathy. The rest of the prisoners were detained in confine=-
ment a considerable time. A large number of the subordinate
actors in the Insurrection was severely punished. It was
not until the month of October last, that the whole of the
prisoners were disposed of, and a partial amnesty proclained,
which enabled the large numbers who had fled the ccuntry,
and so long, and at such imminent hazard, hung on its fron-
tiere, to return in security to their homes."

When Sir Francies Bond Head returned to BEn;land he found
himself a creature scorned by Parliament and soclety alike.
He received a deliberate rebuke for his hauyphty and officiocus
manner £ram the Severelgn herself. As the actual facts of
the Rebellion began to leak out in kngland, so, in like propor-
tion, fell the reputation of that haughty nobleman. He en-
deavoured to retrieve this by later contradictory statements,
ao characteristic of him, when he yot into a 'tight spot'.
Lindgey sketches his attempt as follows: (1) "In his vicee

(1) Lindsey -~ Yiliilan L iagk -~ Page 365
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regal speach on the opening of the third session of the 1l3th
Parlianent of Upper Canada on December £8th, 1837, Sir Francis
said, as he states in hia Harrative, 'I coneidered that, if
an sttack by the rebels was inevitable, the more I encouraged
them to consider me defencelees the better,' and in the same
work he boastingly reports: 'I purposely dlesmissed from the
Province the whole of our troops.' But when this extra-
ordinary conduct on the part of the Lieutenant-Governor had
been severely censured, both in Parliament and by the press,
he denied that he had sent away the troops. 'Many pecple,' he
says in The Emigrant, 'have blamed, and I believe still blame
me for having, as they say, sent the troops out of the Previne
ce. I, however, did no such thinge' He then proceeds to
throw on Sir John Colborne the blame of an act, for which,
before he had discovered that it waes improper, Le had eagerly
claimed all the credit."” These quotations and many others,
reveal the Governor's averelon for stickiny to the truth at
all timess Durham, Glenelg, Gydenham, Kyerson, the teformers,
and others all ascribed t¢o that fact and any reader who cone
scientiously plies through the yggzggiig can find 1t full of
misrepresentations, contradictions and misstatements. Yet
this wag the uan, that was so hastily and thoughtlessly chosen
by the British Colonial Office to be sent to Upper Canuda at a
time of acute crisis. His tenure of office agyravated an ale
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ready seriocus state of affairs and precipitated a needless
Rebellion involving lose of life and hardehip to thousands.
Sir Prancis Bond bead's sttitwle toward the Colonial
Office was one of arrogant hau htiness, eteadily increasing
in tempo, until, at his ‘iemirsal, he descended upon Lhat
departnent with all the undisguised varbal suste ot wnich he
was capable. Durins hia tenure of office, he nol only free-
ly eriticized his own orders from London, but, at last,
refused to obey tham. Transagressing s’ll propesr decorum he
saw it to write Downing Street on Its ceniuet or affairs in
New Brunewick and lLower Canadsaj he found fault « .th various
Colonial appointments entirely outside Upper Canaday he ade
vised the reerganization of the Colonial (ffice and suggeste
ad ousting certain of ite personnel and he sedately challenged
the Howe Govermnment to 'houseclean' itself by eradicating
Republican principles that had gradually secped wilhin ite
pala. Returnine to Bnsland he was looked upon as 4 *political
monstrosity' and his wild tirades made uim the 'laughing stoek!
of the Bnglish political circless 1lcast of cur -eneral texts
to~day contain little of Bond Head's activities lor Enzlishe-
ment are aghamed of hir work and well, indeed, they mi, ht bve.
Before going on to some of his remarks about &€he Colonial
office and i{ts personneil, let us slance at his tirade apuinst

Lord Durham. This quotation is ancoiher oypicel daweple of his
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perversion, for therein, he seeks to justify the very Hebel-
iion he wilfully perpetrated. (1) "“After rebellion had actual~
iy burst out, and after British institutions had been desper-
ately attacked, they have seen the Ministers of their Bovereign,
deaf to recommendations in favour of coloniets whoe had risked
their lives, and had shed their blood in defence of the Bapire;
while, on the other hand, they have seen the Government, by
ingenioue sophistry, screen from vengeance of the law the
pirates and traitors who had been brought to Jjustice. They
have seen the British flag most grossly insulted -~ they have
seen the British territory repeatedly invaded -~ the Gueen's
subjects robbed, murdered, mutilated, without adequate repara-
tion being obtained or even dermanded from the Americen Govern-
menty and lastly, they have seen a GovernoreGeneral (Durham)
of the British North American Colonies not only impugsn to her
Majesty the conduct of hls predecessor, of the Legislative

and Lxecutive Councils, of the House of Assembly, of the publie
authorities, but before the whole world they have seen him
appeal from the Castle of Quebeo to the people of British
Horth America, against her Majesty's delegated authority,
against the conduct of the Queen's Ministers, against the
mesgures of the Imperial Governmentj and, after all this, and

after having without permission abandoned his post, they have

(1) Head -- A Harrative -~ Page BE23.
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Baen this servant of the public assume his eeat in the llouse
of Lords which he had reviled, and sit there nisht after
nizhd for twe monilis vithout a single Minister of tlie Cpown
venturing to stand up to arraign Lis Lordehip before the
country or to offer one werd in defance of tha Cueen's
Ministers." The reader will obvlously agrse that ne comment
on the sbove 1s necsssary for the faets of history have
Justified Durham's cause to the vorld.

The Lieutenant-Governor's chief 'bone of anntenticn' with
the Colonial Cffice wae his antipathy {or the latter's llapublie-
can leanings. He wrote Lord Glenelg as followes (1) "I res-
pectfully informed your Lordship, that, in my lwmble opilnion,
the whole blame of the dissensions which exist in the Canadas
rests neithsr upon the surface of the country, noer uron the
measures which, under succesaive administrations, Lave heen
unrenittingly appli«d by the Colonial Vff'ice.

"¥y Lord, there exists in this country no p:rsonul feeling
againet your Lordship, bult the loyal Zritish poepulation of the
Canadas loudly conplain there exiets in the Coloniszl “epurtment,
an invisible overruling iniluence which either favours tle intro-
duetion of l.epublican principles ss prenuctive, In 'lLoory 'of
the greatest happiness to the greatesst marber', or wettsy, under

the miataken peprsuasion that demccracy muet inevitabkly prevail

(1) Head =-- 4 Harrative -- Page 200,
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over this Continent, deems it pelitic to clear the way. for

its introduction, rather than atterpt to oppose its progress;

in short, it has for many years bean generally bulicved, that,
hovever loyzl may be the head of the Colonial Lspartment, its
heert ir in favour of Republican inetitutions.” When Lord
Glenelg replied to this charge by stating that he chose to

loave the curstion o the Lieutenant-Governor's .ocre celm and
deliberate jaudgmant, Sir Francis Bond idead then wade o nireet'
attack unon the Colonial Secretary's personal character in spite
of the faet that he had written in the previous guotgtiun the
following: “My Lord, there exists in thig counury uo personal
faeling against your Lordship.® fThe quotatiun to rullow appear-
ed in a Montreal Tory newspaper and in aquoting it Sir Frauncis
said, “To this opinion, which is infinitaly nore ably expreesed
than my own, T subscribe.” (1) ™ e do not desirs, as we have
never wished, to secreen Lord Glenelg, as ilhe hsard of that branch
of the Government, from censure or blame for the enitire absence,
or at least neplect, of those qualitvies which yo tv the formae
ticn of an efficient minister of the Crown in hie easjtvial ephere
of dutyj but we may eéxpress our regret that a persoen, 8o estlime
able in private 1ife, shculd have been seduced from the ouiet
tenor of his way, to accept office in a departurnt, in which the
most laborinue massidulty and the moeBt resclute Zirmnese of dee
ciaion were eassentially necessary ~=- qualitlew inwhicn nis Lord-

ship could not but have felt his incompetency."

(1) Head -~ A Narrative -- Fage 37d.



In his book (1) The Sto Uppe d Rebe .
Dent ysives us a very vivid description of the receptions given
Sir Francis both by Glenelg and Lord Melbourne when he returned
to England., The former was very cool and complaisant with the
Lieutenant~Governor and did not recede an lota from his position
assumed at the time of uLond head's dismissal. Accordingly, Sir
Franeis haughtily approached the rrime Ninister, lLord Melbourne,
with his casee. Tho iatter listened Lo all the former (overnor
had to say, while at the sa-e time atiendiny to some other
duties. At the end, . elbourane turngd abruptly to Sir Francis
and said, "But you're such a damned odd fellow.® That ended
the interview and Lord Melbourne refused Bond Head the permie-
sion to publish his despatches. Later vhen Lurham's Heport had
come out, in which the former Covernor had been severely repri-
manded Sir Francis retaliated with thne publication o his Narra-
tive. Whatever credit for diseretion 3ir Franclse night previous-
ly have enjoyed was more than effaced oy the indiscretion of this
work. The book, itself, stands as an unconscilious revelation of
superficiality, short-sightedness, and indiscretion.

Thus Uir I'rancis Bond Head left the shores i uorth Auerica
venting his newer-ending verbal wraih upon all Lie cnemies, legion
in number. Few were sorry to see him depart, but thousands remem-
bered the untold woe aud sardship that hie régime engenuered in

such a short period.

(1) Dent . %Eg;uéﬁgl_“£~hh__ﬁukﬁm._ﬂLa&iéﬂ_Jﬁh_lllgﬂ (Yele 2)
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Ghapter ¥

CONDEMNED BY HIS TLERS

The indietment of Sir Francis Bond Head, in that he was
respondible to n large degree, for the Upper Canadinn Rebele
lion of 1837, has been corroborated time and again by the
statements of prominent Canadian and British statesmen of
that period. IYn the focus of history almost all wriiters up
to the present time, have without exception also condemned the
régime of Bond Head. FEven his own writings, the Harrative and
the BEnigrant, reveal the man as a prevaricator and opportunist
endeavouring, in vain, to evade much of the culpability for his
misdeeds in writings full of misstatement, misrepresentation,
and accounts contrary te fact.

The Lieutenant« Governor was a man mosat unsuited to be
leader of the Province, espacially 4urins a period of cricise.
He was entirely lackiny in wiedom, tact and Jjudrment and his
haughty, affeetatious manner was both ludicroue nnd ebnexiouns
to the average citizen of Upper Canada. Not only did Bond
Head ~lienate the masses 1in Upper Canada, but he was afterwards
regarded in English politicel ericles as somewhat of an eccen~-
triec with whom one dieastrous experiment was sufficient,

Head did not stay in Conada for the usual feour-year term

of office as his recall cut that short. lad net communications



and travel been so backward in those days it is doubtful if
his atay in Upper Canada would have been as long as it was.
A8 soon as the British Government realized his bungling taetics
his reecall was put into effect at once. Such disastrous
episcdes as the dismissal of the Exesutive Council, the stop-
page of supplies, the hangings of Lount and Xatthews, and the
destruction of the Caroline might have been 'nipped in the bud'
had news been uble to reach England more quickly for the British
Goverrment subsequently condemned all these misdeeds. Not only
d1d Bond Head leave behind a state of chaos in Upper Canada,
but he brought her to the very brink of war with the United
S5tates, the averting of which must be credited te the diplomaey
of Durham and Peel who both publicly apologized to that countrye.
There can be no doubt to the student of histery that Sir
Francis was almost entirely lacking in that training which
would enable him to fulfil the duties of Governor, Un his very
first appearance before the Agsembly he read his despatches
verbatim, thus embarrassing both the British Government and the
Commiesioners in British forth America. Such unorthodox bungle
ing was characteristic of hie entire term of office. He never
admitted his mistakes nor did he seek advice from those who
might have helped him. Bond Head pursued & course characterized
by dictatorial indiseretion and even for yearsafterwarde, he kept
writing articles endeavouring to uphold his past behavioud, in
spite of the faet that the ‘errors of his way' had been condemned

by the Empire's most brilliant statesmen.
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His short stay in Upper Canada only ‘'lit the torch' to
ignite a situation already precarious. Bond Head's activities
goaded and deliberately led men into a Rebellion, the blaume
for which he must assume a major share.

On leaving the shores of England, Sir Francie was given
a copy of the [eport On Grievances with instructions to peruse
1t carefully and follow recommendations based upon itas contaents.
Glenely also advised him to co-oparate cloeely with the Com-
missionerse who were then in Canada. #either of these instruc-
tions did he follow; the Report On Grievances was never copened
and Bond Head wrote in his despatches that he and ihe Commise-~
siloners were dilametrically opposed and going in oppoeite direc-
tions. The despatches from the Colonial Office sent first to
Kew Brunswick and then to the other ¢olonies were likewice
ignored. Sir Francis, in replying to the latter, said he re-
fused to institute its recommcndations as long as he held the
Lieutenant-Governorship of the Province.

Since 8ir John Colborne, his predecessor, had been removed
from office partly because he refused to conciliate the lLeform
group, the new Governor had been cautioned, on leavin: Enyland,
that he was to remain free from party affiliations and to take
no part in elections. Both of these recommendations he flouted,
as the preceding chapters have related. HNo one will deny that

the Governor's actss dismiesing his Executive Council and
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oerippling the Province by the stoppage of money bille and,
without the advice of the Britiish Parliameni, ~- were un=-
precedented and brouyht consternation sucd despair to all

who desired reforms I0 even critlcize tlie acte of Lhe tovers
nor or to suggest reform vas Lo bLe relegated e Lhe cutepory
of treason and rebellion and wholesale ¢isnissols Tion office
were the punishmente meted outv to many prominent lsformers
like Baldwin, Ridout and Bidwell who criticlized Bunc Fead in
addresaes. In his pre-election speeches Sir Francie openly
Geclared that the Leformers' aim was ncthing, siore or less,
than to eeize the governwant wund probably join the United
States, This waa a terrivle accusation to thuusands of loyal
Canadiane, to vhom ithe thou, 2t of rebellion bad never cccurr-
ede It was uselese to petltion about ubuses Lo the Colonial
Office throush the medium of tLe yrovincial povernvent, because,
as the precedinz chapters Lave pointed out, Sir Francis Bond
Head'e despatcues were a conglomeration of deleticne and mise
representations. The Immediate cause of his dismiessl was

his failure to give an accurate account of the Ridout case in
degpatches to Loundons The inevitable seqacnee was dernwlr,
with ilie result that saner wincg withdrew from active rarticle
pation in affairs of govermmieui or left Lc¢ live iIn ihe United
States wiile a emall m.nority of lincical thinkers began to foaster

rebelliocous actione
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8ome of the moet disgraceful acts of any Colenial Gover-
ROP must be attributed to the régime of Yir Francis Bond Head.
His deliberate plan to trap his enemies in a rebellious enter-
prise 1s almost withoul precedent in Britieh colonial Listorye.
The ‘esire for revenge upon his opponents sceuned relentless.
When he Lad dipgraced and banighed that illustrlous Cunadlan
citizen, Bidwell, he exultingly referred to Bidwell'd down-
fall in despatches to London, eaying, "Aud this was the man
you would have had me create a Judge." Hot only did lLe harass
hie opponents but, with his connivance, the Raformers vare
malireated on e very side by his Tory followers.

That the =zc¢tual Incurrecticnm coulé quite easily have been
preventad by the Governor’ taking the necessary procautions
to euppress it, nceds little argument. Peel, Durham, and othera
have corroboratad thut fac®, having saild that if Zond lead had
suppresased initial rebellicus factions and liud had sufficleat
troope called up, there would have been no liebellion. No great
array o2 force, =ither,would lLave been uecessary Lo ueter the
very emall group that congregated at Hontgomery's Tavern. Even
they planned & bluedlees ccup d'état as ne oppoviticn was in
aizhte Tn &ll probability, Lhoy veuld not wven Leve mustered
had any eizenble force been mainta'ned. As It was, 'vith their
faw menbers und their inexpericnce, they coula qulte easlly

have taken the city if the plane of fir Irancis lLad been
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followed rather than the surreptitiocus plans of a fuw .f Lie
efricient cfficers who flouted his orders. .t nw L comment
1s necessary on the ¢ overnor's setions Aurin, the <ctuul
Rebellion for It was pitifully ludierous and a ‘ccredy of
errors', to esay the least. His crdere, his ap;avent uohe
chalance, his lac: of 'rejarztory methocs and his affectuticus
nanner left aeverythin: sbout him ln an utter state ¢ cone
fusion and his officers in the throes of exas; eraticn. Ine
medlately followiny ihe puerile victory at Meo:i.(awory'e Eavern,
his chief officer, Fitzgibbon, resijned Iin dissuste.

Head's nane Las :rone “own in history g bhe jsakest and
most inefficlent of any of the Governcers ever sent “o Lths
British North Aumerlcan colonies novw cmpriain, “ils Domlinion.
His guilt, in respeat %o the fiasco of 1837, hwms been unalters
ably established. Nis pollitle.ul career endad ¢« th 7 rebuke
by his own Frime t.inieter and his Saverclyn, ueei Vic.oris.
But ror ine wigdom of Imrhar, “he srompt awet’ o .7 7.l other
Country and the tolerance of -he oppressed, Upper linaun, as
well aes other Provinces, might bave been forever lost to the

Enpire.

XXXX
XXX
XX
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AT THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES CF CANADA, OTTAWA.

AL'S PAlulS =-- 42 bound volumes of wanuseripis and
4 bundles of addresses. These were selected from the manu-
soripts at Lamabton Castle on acecount of iheir importance
for Canadian History and generously donated to the Canadian
Archives by the fhird carl of Lurham, some in 1907 and the
remainder in 1883. A full description of these manuscripts
may be round ia Er. YWilllam Smith's excellent calendar of
the same in the Canadian Archives Report for 1988.

G. SERTES -= The oripinsl despatches from the Colonial
Office to the Governor-General (17&¢--1867), Logetler with
letter-bookes, entry-books, drafts, etc.j 221 numbersd vol-
umes . ith parits bound separately.

‘ ; (LB3P==lbP) == Thees are
now bound in three volumes and were largely written in exile.
The author wrote on a great variety of topics. bLeveral
letters saverely criticized the Family Compact and Papineau.
Volume III contains the 108t materiul relative Lo Llhe thesis
in hand.

Qs SERIES -~ Correspondence of the Governors, Lisutenant-
Governors and others with the Colonial Uff{ice to 1l&4ls (Tran-
seriptes from the Publie hecord Office, London) There are 431
numbered volumes of these manuscripts, many of waich voliumes
are in several rarts, each of which is bound separately. An
essential source for any thorougl historical work in the

period.

ROLPH'S MISCELLANEOUS: LETTHRE AND PAPERS =~ A series of
lettsrs and manuscripts written by Dr. aolph of Lorocnto are
now bound in two volumes at the Public Archives of Canada,
Ottawas Many of them were written in exile followling the
Rebellion of 1837. They contain fine and scholarly criticiems
of the faulty working of the #ritieh colonial yoverawent in
Upper Canada. Dr. Rolph, in several of these records, defended
Mackenzie againet some of his bitterest eritics.
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STATH DGORS OF TSR JAIADA -~ 12 voluwicse (Minules of
the Executive Council of Upper Canada)

UPPEK GANADA SUNDRIEG -~ Misellaneous correspondence
recelved at tihe office of the Lieuteonant-Covernor. Several
hundreds of bundles, datad but not numbered.

Bnglish newspapers of the period, especially The Brocke
ville Recorder, Cobourg ltar, Colonial Advocate, Constitutilon,
Montreal Herald, Toronto Correspondent and Advocate, Toronte
Examiner, Toronto Mirror, Toronto Patriot and The Vindicator.

EALEILEES

This vas a great peried for pamphleteering. Two signifé-
¢ant ones are listed belows

Fitzgibbon, Colonel (sic), AN APPEAL TO THE PLOPLE OF THE
T FAGVINCE CF UPPER CANADA, Montreal, Lowell and iilson,
1847, Pe 656

*Although this is an appeal by the author whe is endeavour-
ing to convince his readers that he deserves a government grant
of land for his services in the army, yet it containe much
valuable infoimution about the wetivities of Uiy Fruncis Bond

Head.

Roebuck, John Arthur, THE GANADIAN PORTFOLIC, london, Fox,
1838’ p' 168.

This ie 8 series of five pamphlets now bound into one
volume at the Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa. Roebuck was a
British radical who, along with Lume and others, pointed out
many of the defects in the British colonial systems In spite
of their very pronounded radical tendencises, Durham is said to
have adopted many of Hume's ideas 1n lhis Report. The publicity
given Mackenzle's correspondence with these British radicals
caused a split in the Reform rankse.
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__Dent, John Charles, STCRY OF 1HE
REBELLION, 2 Volumes, Toronto, Blackett Roblnson, 1886,
Vole 1, pe VIII - 384, Vol. &, p. VI - 382.

Dent's work is important to anyone studying the history
of this periocd. His style is vivid and enthusiastic and
tends to be Jjournalistic. However, this work must be classed
as a primary source of material for the research worker.

Durham, First Earl of, REPOKT ON THE ALIG C
NORTH AMERICA, 8 Volumes, ed., by 8ir. C.P. Lucas, Oxford,

Clarendon Press, 1918, Vol. 1, p. 3863 Vol. 2, p. 3383
Vol. 3. pe 380,

This is a standard work and scholarly. It is necessary
in any research work of that time. Volume 1 contains an
introduction, Volume 2 is the text, and Volume 3 is made up
of appendixes.

Fitsgibbon, Mary Agnes, A VETERAN OF 1812, THE LIF
JAMES FITZGIBBGN, 2nd ed., Toronto, Briggs, 1898, p. 356.

This is a primary source of material for this thesis.
Because Pitzgibbon was commanding orficer in Upper Canada
under Bond Head, his letters and pamphleta, from which the
above account was compilled, relate many incidents that are
aignificant for this thesis. For the most part, the accounts
are accurate and the book contains details not found in any
others

Head, 8ir Francis Bond, A NARRATJIVE, 3rd. ed., London,
Murray, 1839, p. VIII - 488.

This wae written by Head upon Lis recall to England.
Therein he attempte to defend his actions as Lieutenant-
Governor of Upper GCanada. The book abounds iIn inagccuracies
and misrepresentations. In this publication he included his
despatches without permission of the British authorities.
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Head, Sir Francis Bond, THE ZMIGEANT, Bnds. ede, Londen
Murray, 1846, p. 441, ’ ’ ’ !

The Emigrant was written some years after the Narrative
and in 1t €ir Frencis ,lves a semewhat Gifferent versicn of
Canadian affairs. The reason for such was supposed to have
been the severc oriticism of hir conluet in Canada by many
sourcase.

Kingsford, William EI§2Q31_Q£~Q§§A%A, Vol. 10, Toronto,
Rowsell and NMutchigon, iSﬂa, Pe XXTIT - 875,

Kingsford's work is thoronsh cnd scholarly smd the account
of the Rebellion is detailed and quite agcurate. Some parts
need revision Jue to later research. The entire wnrk occupies
ten volumes but Volume 10 is most useful for this thesis.
Canacdian Hietory has besn covered un to 1841,

Lindsey, Charles, LIFEL NG 210 O V1. LYON FACY. MTIE,
Toronto, nandall, 1862, p. 400.

This is a valuable source of material although it is
blased and inaccurate at times. It was written primarily as
a defence of Mackenzie.

Vallace, ¥. Stewart, IHNL
TH: BUBLLL 1 _UPPER CALADA, CIMGNICLAS OF CAlabA, Toronto,
Glasgow Brook, 19156, p. XII - 172.

This contains an accurate and unbiaged account of the
Rebellion and 4is considered one of the bhest by rany mo.orn
historians.

gﬂQﬂﬂEﬁgY SQURCES
Dent, John Charles, IIE _LAST FORTY YhARS, 2 Volumes,

9
Toronto, Virtue, 1lE81, Yol. 1, p. 392§ Vol. 2, p. 598.

Dent'e work gives a spirlted and vivid aeecsunt of
Caradian History after 1841l. It contains considerable meterial
relating to this thaesis.
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Durham, Fivat Darl of, RLPGiy Cf “ii PP o0 LI I8H
A, ed. Methuen, London, 1905, p. XXVIII - 246.

This {8 a standard wvork.

Hathaway, h.J. H NI
¥WeClallond and ¢ tew4rt, 1929, p. 3B9.

This 18 a vasry interesting nccount of the ti:iss from
the viewpoint of a heformer. It is not a scholarly book,
but it provides interesiia and enlizhiening raterisl.

Wineks, Francic, RMDIISCIHCTS OF RBIZ PUBLIU LiF3,
Montreal, Dryedale, 1884 pe 450,

The part of the book dealin: with the Hebellion is brief,
Hovaver, Bilneks river gone vary bauortant ‘stails aboul the
Reform Party. After the uprising ne nade efforts tv have
lieforrere mi rate to the Inited Statess

Kennedy, M.P.M., TR CONGTITUTION OF CoiADA, Snde ad.,
(1634 - 1987), London, OxTord Universily Frees, 1lvué,
p. XXIIT - 628,

This book deals particularly viih the aspceets oi ihe
constitution and, therefore, it cvoes not contein =11l the
detzile of tihe lebel lione. Founcdy le severely cerivical of
Sir rancis Eond Heade Ths work is accurate and sclholarldy.

MeArthur, Duncan, Zhi, UPils Callalbs hLBULLLIGH CAHADA
AL 0 e Innig, Vol. 8, ede by adam Bhortt and srthur
Doughty, Toronio, Publishers fAssociation of Cunada, 1813,
Pe 338,

Thic werk is in twepty-threo voiumes and wae wiitlten by
about one hundred writers. JIL ie largely schularly and well
written. Dunecan VeAribur's account of the Hebollien 1s ace
curate, but brief.



‘orrison, Jele,
@OVERMMENT - UPPER C
BRITISH EMPTRE, Vol. 6, ed. by J. Holland lLose et al., lLondon,
Cambridge University Press, 1930, Vol. 1, ps XXI - 939,

Most authorities coneider this as one of the best accountse
of Canacdian Eistoryr. %©le verk on the Upper Cunadian i‘ebellion
is brief, but accurate and scholarly.

New, Chester V., RD uUl » Uxford, Clarendon Prees,
1929, Pe XI - 612,

This is 2 very thorouzhly and scholarly written text by
one of lclaster's professors. He presents many details in a
new perspectives Professor lMew ;;ives additicnal acclaim te
Durham anc alleviates the usual criticism heaped upon Bond
Head by many historians.

Read, DeB., THY CANADTAN BNBELLICH OF 1887, Toronto,
Blackett hobinson, 1896, p. XII - 372.

Read's book containe a good account of the liebellion al-
thou~h it often lacks detail.

Robertson, Thomae Be., TLE
1926, p. 179.

Ui, Outawa, Graphie,

This contains four essays, vizs Strachan, lackenzie,
Papinesu sré Tond Head. It 15 writien In & 1i;0.%, Jocular
manner and lacks accuracy and chronologye.

Robinson, Ce¥., [ i
Toronio, Norens, 1004, pe. XIV - 490,

Robinson's book has sone interscting datso not contslned
in others, but the work is very biased.
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Ryerson, Egerton, LHE JTORY OF MY LIFE, ed. by J. George
Hodgins, Toronto, Briggs, 1884, p. XVI = 613.

8ince Ryerson wae one of the leading aen in Upper Canada
thie is a book that should be read in any thorough study of

this period in history. There are frequent references to Sir
Francis Bond Head.

Theller, E.A., CANADA IN 1837--88, & Volumes, FPhiladel~
phia, Anners, 1841, Vol 1, p. 284; Vol 2, p. 316.

This work is written by an American who ;ives his point
of viewe Theller hated what he termed British tyranay.

Thompson, Samuel, REMINISCENCES OF NAD SR,
Toronte, Hunter Roee, 1884, p. VII - 39l.

The account of the Rebellion in this book is bLrief.
However, there are interesting happenings not given else-
where.

XXXX
X XX
XX
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A j:_.,-“l-. e
S F e owd,
bt Scraiege) A

. I. ”Bup in nona of the North American Provinces," he says,
Hed thie misgovernment erhibited itself for ve len; & pericd
or to such an extent, as in Upper Canada which has long been
entirely coverned Ly a rarty commonly designated throveh the
province as the 'Family Compact', a name not much more approp-
riate tren party desiynrtions urually are, inagmuch ar there
is, in truth, very little offamily connection amony the persons
thue united. TFor & lene tirme this body of men, raceiving at
times accessions to its mumbers, possessed almost all the
hisbest publiec cfficen, by merene of vrieh and of ite influence
in the ixecutive Council it wielded all the powers ot governmentg
it ~ainteined {nflucsnce in tle Loviglature by wnans o ts pre-
dominance in the Legislative Councily and it disposed of the
large nu~ber of retty posts which are in the nntrource of the
Fovernment all over the Province. Successive governors, as
they care iIn their tuaenp, are =xic to have elthar snuiviitted
quietly to ite influence, or, after a short and unaveiling
atragelse, tc hove yielded to thig velleorganized party the real
conduct of affairs. The bench, the magistry, the Liyh officees
p¢ trs Trigeoral whureh, nnd s .reat part of ths 11 rrofeg-
sion, are villed by the adherents to thie partyj by gruant or
nurchiana 4Lry have ze~1ire neqvrly ths whole of vhe wnate lands
of the irovince; they are all powerful in the chartered banks,
and, till istely, shared amcns; thenselves aluost axclusivaely
all officee of trust and profit. The bulk of this party con=-
siats, For thre mast part, ~f nafive-bcrn inh.bitaits: o7 the
colony, or of immigrants who settled in it befors ths last war
with th~ "nitad Stataey th: p~inelpal embers o2 1t Lelonr to
the Churca of England, and the maintenance of ithe claius of
thut “Irirct has alwayse bean one of 1ts most dlgtin—uirhing
characteristice. A monopoly of power so extenasive and a¢
lantit  aocal” not faily in »srocass <€ tize, Le -~x2ite =nvy,
create dissatisfaction and uluvimately provoke attackj and an
opnoni*ion conserusntly ~rew un, Iin the Asnrohlr, whi2h acsalle
ed the ruling party by appealing to popular principles of Governe
“unt, hy deneuncin, the L1le7eA Jebhine and oeafinlon of the
official body, and by instituting inquirles into abuses for the
purpeess of ronocins reforn and aspicially economy.®

IX. "“The countrr 48 split Into fuaetlions auiiaind with the
most deadly hatred to each other. The people lLave got into the

e Methuan -« DWHAM'S RTVORT ~« Pagas 456 and 68.
II. 8ecrope -w- LIFE UF SYDRNHAM « Pages 149 and 180
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habit of talking so much of azoparation tuat thay bagln to
believe in it. The Constitutional Party (Family Compact)

is as bad or worse than the eother in epite of all their
professione of loyalty « « » « « When I look to the state
of yuvern-ent cnd to the depnrtuental adninistration of the
Province, instead of being surprised at the condition in which
T fincd 1ty I an only astonished 1% has besn en.ured so longe
I know that much as I dislike Yankee institutions and rule

T would net have rou Lt against tlom, whieh thousundes of
these poor fellows, whom the 'Family Compaet' call rebels,
diu, if it were only tc keep up such a “cvernnent cg they
got."
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