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This thesis attempts to maintain that Sir Francis Bond 

Head, the last Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, should 

bear a large share of the blame for the Insurrection of 1837 

in Upper Canada* There have been varied opinions as to his 

culpability in the past, but the author is convinced that 

after all reliable sources of history for this period have 

been studied carefully, there is conclusive evidence that the 

aforementioned statement can be proven to be accurate* 

We all are aware that much in Canadian History remains 

to be done and that there is a vast amount of research await* 

ing future History scholars* This short thesis, although 

perhaps infinitesimal, will contribute a small part towards 

the completed whole* The author feels that the faets related 

In this thesis and gleaned from many Bcurces have not before 

been compiled in one single vork. Then, too, there is the 

growing conviction among research workers that many History 

texts have not presented unbiased or accurate accounts of the 

Insurrection of 1837 and the various participants* Professor 

New, in his latest book on Lord Durham, intimates the same 

opinion and L'oes so far as to state research hae convinced 

him that Papineau was never the rebel that History texts have 

branded him. He feels that research will yet lift him into 

the category of a statesman* Likewise, the author is of the 
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same opinion, in respect to many other rebel participants* 

Sufficient credit has never been given in any History book 

to the contributions of some Heformere towards the culmina­

tion of Colonial Responsible self-government* In the thesis 

at hand, the principal topic deals with the regime of &ir 

Francis Bond Head but in so doing it is impossible not to 

elucidate upon matters touching other characters and events 

of that period* 

Of the books listed in the bibliography it might be 

said that none give In detail all the events of the regime 

of Bend Head* It has, therefore, been necessary to syn­

chronize materials from all the various sources lieted and 

mould them into this thesis. Works by KacKenzie, Rolph, 

Ryereon, Hincks, Lindsey and Dent contain very fine material 

but are somewhat biased since they were bitter enemies of 

Sir Francis Bond Head* Likewise, the newspapers and period­

icals of those times were decidedly for or against the 

Governor and the materials in them are also partisan* The 

books written by Sir Francis Bond Head are very enlightening 

but contain but one side of the story in which the Governor 

seeks to Justify his actions* V.rhen tie wae criticized after 

his publication of A Narrative he changed his version some*-

what in a later writing named, The Emigrant* This action 

decidedly weakened Bond Head's cass in the light of competent 
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critics* The works of Durham, Klngsford, Wallace and Kennedy 

are quite reliable and unbiased but no one of them contains 

all the details of the period concerned* Many of the above-

mentioned works have been used as important sources of 

material which have been woven into the fabric of this thesis* 

However, one old publication, in particular, has thrown a 

great deal of light upon the actual minute details prior to 

and during the actual Insurrection. This book, A Veteran of 

1812P gives the actual happenings of the times by the very 

Commander-in-Chief of the rorces of Bond Head, vis* * Colonel 

James Fitzgibbon. The statements are reliable and it is more 

detailed than other works as regards the events of the actual 

Rebellion itself. Several pamphlets written by Fitzgibbon 

were of importance and in fact the above-mentioned book Is a 

compilation of a series of pamphlets by the same author. 

During the period of research work for this thesis the 

author has made use of facilities at The Public Archives of 

Canada, Ottawa, at the University of Toronto Library, at the 

University of Viestern Ontario Library, at the University of 

Ottawa Library and at the local municipal libraries in Ottawa, 

Kitchener and Hamilton* A great deal of the work was done at 

The Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa, where the writer made 

full use of that institution's numerous indexes, catalogues, 

and other helps* Considerable help was obtained from various 
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volumes of The Canadian Historical Review obtained by mall 

from Toronto University. The author owned a copy of B.C. 

Trotter's work, Canadian History. A Syllabus and Guide to 

Reading. 

The appendix at the end of the thesis has been included 

because the author felt, rather than delete certain long 

quotations taken from important sources, they should be given 

in order to give readers ample opportunity to becoiae more 

conversant with some of the facts dealt Kith in more detail. 

No more has been included in the appendix than was considered 

absolutely necessary to give a clear picture of certain events* 

xxxxx 

XXX 

X 
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Chapter I 

SIR FRANCIS BOND li&AD'S APPOINTMENT TO UPPER CANADA. 

The Right Honourable Sir Francis Bond Head, Bart*, K.C.H., 

was born In 1793. He was an officer in the Royal Engineers, 

and was present at Waterloo. In 1828 he finally retired from 

the army* In 1834 he was appointed as Assistant-Poor Law 

Commissioner in Kent, and in 1835 he was appointed Lieutenant-

Governor of Upper Canada, being sworn in in January, 1836* 

He was made a baronet in 1837, tendered his resignation in 

September of that year and was replaced by Sir George Arthur 

in March, 1838* 

It is very difficult to understand why the British Govern-

raent chose Sire Francis Bond Head as Lieutenant-Governor of 

Upper Canada at the time, when a distinct crisis loomed and 

ths services of a tried and wise administrator were needed* 

Sir John Colborne had .just been recalled since he had contin­

ued to ignore the demands and grievances presented by the 

Reform group* Sir Francis Bond Head, in hie book, A Narrativef 

relates that he was the most surprised person in the world 

when he was awakened by a messenger after midnight informing 

him to call at the Colonial Office next morning to discuss 

his appointment as Lieutenant-Governor to Upper Canada* Prior 

to that he had never even met Lord Glenelg, the Colonial 
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Secretary* After one or two short interviews with that gen­

tleman, and an audience with the King, Sir Francis left for 

North America. During the brief talks with Lord Glenelg, 

there was only a cursory discussion of colonial affairs ending 

in the presentation of a copy of the Report on Grievances. 

The Colonial Secretary advised the careful study of this doc­

ument, but, since he had no time to discuss it thoroughly, he 

had Included some written recommendations on the proposals 

therein. So, with such a brief and hurried method of appoint­

ment, Sir Francis Bond Head was despatched to cope with an 

extremely serious situation. It was typical of the indiffer­

ence and carelessness that prevailed then at Downing Street 

Colonial office. 

No man could hardly have been more unsuited for the 

position either as to training or ability. Here are his own 

words admitting that fact* *I waB really grossly Ignorant 

of everything that in any way related to the government of 

our colonies ..... I was no more connected with human politics 

than the horses that were drawing me — as, I have never 

joined any political party, had never attended a political 

discussion and had never even voted at ^n election*" What a 

tragedy to send a man like that to a Province detrtanuing the 

skill and tact of a trained GovernorI Besides this, Bond Head 

seemed to have no idea of the type of government existing in 
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hie own homeland. It is almost incredible to us that a gentle­

man of his station In life could have scarcely any knowledge of 

the British parliamentary system that was developing, whereby 

the country was being ruled more and more by the influence of 

the Cabinet responsible to public opinion* 

The appointment of Sir Francis Bond Head has puzzled 

wiser heads than hie and there is a tradition that the Colonial 

Office really intended the office for Sir Edmund Head* Sir 

Francis Hincks, in his book Reminiscences of his Public Life 

adheres to the idea of mistaken identity for he had had plenty 

of opportunity to confer with English authorities* However, 

other writers, such as Klngsford, doubt the possibility of the 

mistake* On one thing almost all writers agree, and that was 

that Sir Francis was devoid of any shadow of pretence to 

statesmanship* The texture of his mind was 11 ht and airy} he 

was Inordinately vain and self-conscious* His temperament was 

rash, inconsiderate, Impetuous and superficial. He was always 

fond of producing dramatic effects and had ever an eye for some 

coup de theatre* 

It is not surprising, then, to find this Lieutenant-

Governor In great difficulties soon after his arrival in Upper 

Canada* His beginning was auspicious in that he displayed a 

conciliatory and co-operative manner and evidenced his desire 

to work in harmony %vith all groups. This was short-lived for 
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his declaration to rule without advice from any source but 

Downing Street soon alienated the Reform groups* Sir Francis 

Bond Head dismissed his Executive Council and appointed one 

that did his bidding) he dissolved the recalcitrant Assembly 

and had one consisting chiefly of Tories elected under the 

guise of loyalty* 1* Following the course of his predecessors, 

he fell into the clutches of the Family Compact group who used 

him as its tool. Apart from the small sedate group with which 

he associated himself in Upper Canada, he left at the end of 

his term very few friends anywhere. He alienated the friend­

ship of all fieform groups) he lost the respect of the Roman 

Catholics in Upper Canada because he conceded them few priv­

ileges and because he connived in Ggange Order activitiesj he 

had no understanding or sympathy for French Canadians} he 

openly insulted and angered the United States; he quarrelled 

with the members of the Royal Commission investigating colonial 

affairs} he remonstrated with the Colonial office and finally 

refused to take orders from there} he criticized Lord Durham 

and his Report as being unfair; he quarrelled openly with the 

British Parliament when he returned home and was reprimanded 

by them and, finally, Queen Victoria herself, openly rebuked 

him for publishing state despatches In his book before Parlia­

ment had released them. Notwithstanding all the difficulties 

1* See Appendix I 
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with which he had to contend, including the desultory and con­

flicting views of the British Colonial office, it must be 

fairly said that he was the poorest and least intelligent of 

all the Lieutenant-Governors of the Province, his domineering 

manner, his stubborn attitude and his narrow-minded views only 

supplemented his lack of training and doomed his work to utter 

failure. Almost unanimous:ly, historians and writers condemn 

him and say that, had he been a man of insight and ability, 

he could quite easily have prevented the outbreak in Upper 

Canada and avoided needless bloodshed* 

Sir Francis Bond Head was an Englishman of the old order 

who looked upon the ideal social fabric as consisting of Lords 

and Commoners* The former class w>as superior and destined to 

rule the weaker* The commoners must keep their place, and any 

idea of equality or democracy was taboo to him. He conceived 

his mission to Canada to be to fl^ht and conquer what he called 

the "low-bred antagonist democracy*" Y/ith a raencal background 

like that he failed to grasp the picture In Upper Canada as 

did Durham who pointed out that there could not be, nor was 

there, any distinct class discrepancy, since all the population 

was more or less of a kind* Therefore, the support of the 

Family Compact, as a select group, was fatal and could not be 

tolerated* It is very Interesting to read what Bond Head 

thought of the Family Compact* He regarded it simply as that 
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upper strata of Canadian aooiety and it is difficult for one 

to understand how he failed to realize or see any of the 

glaring abuses it perpetuated. He eaysi (1) "It appears, 

then, from Lord Durnam's own showing, that this 'Family Com­

pact* which his Lordship deems it so advisable that the Queen 

should destroy, is notnini; :nore or less than that •social 

fabric* which characterizes every civilized community in the 

world. It is that social fabric or rather fortress, within 

which the British yeoiik*n, famer, and manufacturer is enabled 

to repel the extortionate demands of his labourers, and to 

preserve from pillage and robbery the harvest of his Industry 

after he had reaped it* The bench, the magistrates, the clergy, 

the law, the landed proprietors, the bankers, the native-born 

inhabitants and the supporters of the Established Church, 

form just as much a 'Family Compact* In England as they do in 

Upper Canada • • ••• This party, X own, is comparatively a 

small one; out to put the multitude at the top ana the few at 

the bottom is a radical reversion of the pyramid of society 

which every reflecting lan 'mist t'oreaee can end only by ite 

downfall*H This quotation not only reveals that Sir Trancis 

and the bulk of the population of Upper Canada were ̂ i^iatrical-

ly opposed to each other, but it reveals the mind of an English­

man not yet acquainted with, nor even reconciled LO the 

(1) Head — A Narrative — Pages 464-46C 
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democratic changes that had taken place in his own country-

Sir Francis deliberately scoffed at Uie Republicanism of 

the United States and used the most abusive and unwise lan­

guage in reference to that neighbour* 

Just as Sir Francis Bond Head was about to sail for the 

New World he remonstrated strenuously in that he had been 

shorn of some of the pomp and splendour that usually accom­

panied the arrival of a New Governor. He demanded, in order 

to give him prestige, a new title, a higher salary, and 

another aide-de-camp. This is what he says about his trip 

to Upper Canada! (1) * m order that the ling's promise 

to the Legislature of Upper Canada should be fulfilled, 

instead of being sent, as had been customary, in a King's 

ship, I was desired to proceed with my suite, by packet to 

New York, from whence I was to transport them, as well as my 

baggage, in the depth of winter, through the United States 

to Canada ••••• I really do them (British Parliament) the 

justice to believe that they were so intoxicated by the insane 

theory of conciliating democracy, that they actually believed 

the people of Upper Canada would throw up their hats and be 

delighted at the vulgarity of seeing the representative of 

their Sovereign arrive among them as an actor of all work, 

without dignity of station, demeanour or conduct* in short, 

<1) Head — A Narrative — Pages 29-31 



12 

like a Republican governor, who, from his cradle, had been 

brought up to reckon 'that all men are born equal' — that 

the fabric of human society has neither top nor bottom — 

that the protection of property of all description belongs 

to the multitude, and that the will of the ;iob is the real 

lav of the land." Thus did Sir Francis land on our shores, 

a 'Snob' to be sure, and thus did he depart with a similar 

outburst of calumny against the lower classes. This so-called 

outburst cane when Lord Glenelg, in considering Judge Rldout's 

case, accepted the sworn testimony of Mr. Stewart, a carpen­

ter, and a witness, in preference to the opinion of Attorney-

General Hagerman who was not an actual witness. Bond Head 

said, "If the deliberate judicial opinion given by his 

Majesty's Attorney-General to the King's representative be 

declared to possess no more weight in the mind of his Majesty's 

Government than the evidence of a common carpenter, I state, 

with deference, that the dignity, honour, and authority of 

the Governor are virtually extinct.1* 

Sir Francis Bond Head lacked the dignity and bearing of 

a true English nobleman. So haughty and affectatious were 

his manners to his superiors and those under him that in the 

end he automatically ostracized himself from all groups of 

society- He was virtually a 'Mugwump' who, like the bat in 

the animal fable, belonged to neither the birds nor the beasts* 

His lack of tact, his frequent misrepresentations, his evident 

lack of ability and his refusal to submit to 3mperial author­

ity, all tended to isolate Sir Francis from British political 
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Circles* The masses in North America looked upon him as a 

British •monstrosity' who perverted Issues to suit hie own 

ends, who misinformed or misled the Home Government on 

various issues, who openly referred to the mongrel reformers, 

who regarded the French as inferior and referred to them as 

"tainted meat" when mixed with Knglieh populations, and who 

considered the United States Republicans as the scum of the 

earth* 

Let us look at a few direct quotations of his which cer­

tainly did not lend themselves to an atmosphere of dignity 

characteristic of a true English gentleman* Sir Francis 

wrote this to the Colonial officet MI had only required of 

his Majesty's Government the negative assistance of not being 

undermined at home." In another Instance the Governor wrote 

the following to a friend prior to the elections in Upper 

Canadat (1) "Do you happen to know why a little weaeel 

kills a rat? The rat is the stronger aniwal of the two and 

his teeth are the longest} but he bites his enemy anywhere, 

whereas the weasel always waits for an opportunity to fix 

his teeth in the rat's jugular vein and when he has done so, 

he never changes his plan or lets go till the rat is dead*" 

The remark was intended to describe his nethod of warring 

against democracy* Again these words occurred in the 

(1) Dunham — Political Unrest In Upper Canada, — Page 184 
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Governor's official mouthpiece, The Toronto Patriot,. July, 

1837. (1) "Our mongrel lieforraers and the Papineau faction 

must be content to do what they can vith the struggling 

rabble of Montreal and Quebec. If Papineau does not look 

sharp he'll perhaps find his neck cut off before he can say 

Jack Hobinson, and, however he nay feel self-flattered with 

silly notions of his popularity, he m y be assured that there 

will be none to grieve at such an event. The author of the 

Ninety-two Resolutions is a traitor, and to create him a 

judge was, in my humble opinion, to place on the British 

bench one whose proper situation was the 'lock." These are 

only a few quotations that go to show his lack of discretion 

in the use of language, for his abusive diction aggravated and 

goaded bis opposition so that what should have created an 

atmosphere of dignity and respect was totally lacking in 

that high office he occupied. At times, he was absolutely 

crude and vulgar. Durham flailed abuses and enemies un­

mercifully but his diction n^ver exemplified anything but 

that of a gentleman. 

(1) Toronto Patriot — July, 1837 

XXXXX 
XXX 
X 
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Chapter U 

T,H^ LISUTBIfAOT-qOVEi^OH'^ Y,0,UK fflT ffPiffl gftffAjy. 

The Lieutenant-Governor, upon taking up his official 

duties in Canada, announced that he intended to conduct the 

affairs of the Province of Upper Canada with absolute 

honesty and with respect to the rights of every class* Ac­

cordingly, when the necessity arose for appointIn- three 

new Executive Councillors he asked the opinions of individ­

ual men from all groups. Their choice, almost unanimously, 

was Robert Baldwin, the moderate Reformer, and upon Baldwin's 

advice two other men were chosen, one of whom was Dr. Holph, 

another Reformer. The Lieutenant-Governor also toured 

sections of the Province on horseback and, in a despatch, 

assured the Colonial Office of the loyalty of the masses but 

recommended sending in both more settlers and capital in 

order to develop and expand the Province. All this was 

ephemeral and only the calm before the storm. Everything 

went well as long as the Governor was allowed his own arbi­

trary way of conducting affairs. Soon, however, he dismissed 

an Executive Council which demanded the power to advise him; 

he prorogued the Assembly which refused supplies because he 

wou^d consider no advice of theirs; and, eventually, he landed 

squarely in the 'lap* of the Family CoTapact lik$ all hie pre-



10 

decessore. As a team, they continued during the remainder of 

his term, avowed enemies of the Upper Canada K©formers, the 

Lower Canada French, the United States Hepublicane and the 

democratically-minded groups in England, In short, a combina­

tion to squelch all reform and retain absolute control* 1* 

Bond Head adnitted that he had, at first, offended the Tories 

when an uade choices to which some of them objected, but he 

soon reconciled hiraself with the Family Compact and, together, 

they worked, hand in hand, constantly under the guise of 

creating loyalty. It is Interesting to note that this same 

group of Tories who so loudly proclaimed their cry of loyalty 

to the British Crown, formed tho backbone of the -iove:£ent that, 

later in history, called for union with the United States. 

The Family Compact were nominally loyal as long as they had 

everything In their power but, the iteforraers, excluding a few 

Radicals, have since formed the backbone of the Province. 

Never had an issue, in order to shield a small parasitic group, 

been more perverted, and never had the masses of loyal people 

been so cleverly wronged. The Governor and his accomplices, 

not only used the bogey of disloyalty to aid their cause, but 

they connived in and abetted the reign of terror created by 

mobs of Tory Orangemen who roamed the Province, intimidating 

juries, threatening opposition voters, and using, various types 

1* See Appendix I. 
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of violence to uphold Tory power. Perhaps their heaviest 

blows fell upon the Protestant Reform groups, but they cer­

tainly alienated the law-abiding and loyal Roman Catholic 

settlers of the Province, so much so, that protests were 

made by their Bishop, Alexander Macdonnell* When Glenelg 

asked Sir Francis Bond Head to Investigate the many charges 

he had received against the Orange Order, the latter replied, 

somewhat nonchalantly, that he saw no reason for any inves­

tigation as things were quite normal. Even. Eobert Baldwin 

had complained directly of Orange mobs that had threatened 

his life. Tjurhaii distinctly pointed out this menace in his 

Report. How could Sir Francis have failed to see such a 

glaring abuse, for the activities of the organization were 

legion and were seen and known by everyone. Many of the chief 

newspapers of both provinces, including the Vindicator and 

the Constitution- constantly contained acoounts of Orange 

mob activities* Neither Sir Francis nor the Tory 'gang* 

wanted to see these wrongs, because the truth of the matter 

was that often these T,obs were led and instigated by men vrho 

stood high In Tory ranks. Baldwin relates, that in the mob 

that surrounded his home, he saw officials, some of whom 

were magistrates, while it has been proven beyond doubt, 

that the mob which wrecked MaeKenaie's newspaper offices con­

tained not only magistrates, but men who were actually Tory 

members of the Government* 
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Sir Francis Bond Head came to Upper Canada thoroughly 

determined in his mind to blot out all traces of Dcnocraey, 

or Republicanism as he termed it. He looked with arrogant 

pride upon himself as the would-be saviour of the British 

Empire* He pointed out with seeming alarm to the continual 

drift in the English Parliament toward Republican principles 

and maintained that it was time the Mother Country put an 

snd to its policy of gradually giving assent to democratic 

principles in the colonies* He considered It his .mty to 

Abrogate and deny any democratic ri^ hts that raî ht belong to 

or would be advocated for Upper Canada* Sir Francis would 

have rolled back the pages of time and have placed Upper 

Canada on the status of a Crown Colony with the Governor 

ruling arbitrarily on a nominal responsibility to Downing 

Street. So arrogant did he become that every despatch to 

London was interpolated with admonitions and cautions to the 

Colonial Office that the Lieutenant-Governor must be suppor­

ted in all that he did. For example, just after he was; dead­

locked with Parliament over the stoppage of supplies, Instead 

of asking London's advice, he writes* (1) M.I would there­

fore request your Lordship to send me no orders on K.LIC subject, 

but, to allow «e to let the thing v;ork by itself; I can 

assure your Lordship that I foresee no difficulty, whatever, 

(1) Head — A Narrative — Page 93 
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in crushing the Republican party, and in establishing loyalty, 

except a general fear which prevails throughout the country, 

that the Hone Government will be afraid to support Lie." In 

reference to the Reform Assembly he said* HI, therefore, 

earnestly express my hope that your Lordship will deem it 

proper to reprobate the reception which I, as the bearer of 

your remedial measures, have Tiet vith by the House of Assembly, 

and that you will by your expressions, firmly support me in 

the course I have pursued." When Baldwin, UacKenzie, and 

othsrs were sent directly to London by the Assembly to Inter­

view the Colonial Office, because thty found it useless to 

petition through the Lieutenant-Governor, for, their documents 

either failed to get there, or were eddly deleted, Bond Head 

arrogantly told the Home Office how to deal with these men as 

followsi (1) "I, therefore, hope that, should they directly 

or in Urectly, communicate with the Colonial Office, your 

Lordship will <~ive then that style of answer, a copy of which, 

transmitted to ne, and published in this country, vculd at 

once put an end to that sort of left-handed attack upon the 

constitution.* 

One could fill a small book with Bond Head's arrogant 

replies to the Colonial Office. Their frequency and keen­

ness continued to mount until his recall, whan he refused to 

even consider Downing Street which he termed a den of democracy 

<1) Head — A Narrative — Page 98 
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that ought to be expunged* There probably would never have 

been any need for such men as Baldwin to journey to London 

had Sir Francis even casually considered any grievances or 

petitions or had he forwarded them to London without that 

deletion which he did in Ridout's case. In writing to Lord 

Glenelg at the tine of the crisis over supplies, Bond Head 

admitted that he never even opened the Grievance Keporfr or 

had he attended to one of the remedies as suggested by his 

Superior. Just as he prorogued the Legislature this is what 

he wrotei (1) "I will, therefore, only shortly observe that 

the Grievance Report remains unopened — that not one of the 

remedies your Lordship prescribed has been carried into effect; 

that, in fact, this Grievance Renqrjt was nothing but a revolu­

tionary 'Ignis fatuus', purposely created to deceive the 

British Government, and that, as I stated in my despatch, No. 

24, 'far from desiring to remove these grievances, the Repub­

lican members deem them the fulcrum for subverting the govern­

ment, and for destroying the constitutional liberties of the 

province*.* This was certainly a haughty reply to Lord Glenelg 

who had carefully digested the Grievance Report, and had handed 

it and his recommendations to Bond Head when he sailed. It 

was typical of what went on during the entire governorship! he 

was a virtual 'thorn in the flesh' to everyone except the 

Family Compact group, his co-workers* 

(1) Head — A, Narrative — Page 84 
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It is difficult to understand the mind of a roan like 

Bond Head who refused to see or to hear anything- of a demo­

cratic nature* In respect to the United States he saw with 

his own eyes, as he travelled through it, all its wonderful 

development and growth* He could not have helped but notice 

the comparison as he toured Upper Canada on horseback* Yet, 

he deliberately wrote the Colonial Office, time and again, 

painting the United States as a den of Republicans where con­

fusion, dissatisfaction and strife prevailed. Here is one of 

his descriptionst "The people of Upper Canada hold an unalter­

able detestation of those Republican principles, which have 

created before their eyes on the Continent of America, a vulgar 

mob tyranny, under which neither life nor property are secure.41 

Lqrd Durham's Report painted the picture of United states in 

opposite vein. Durham drew attention to a prosperous land 

where peace and prosperity reigned and wltere men were governed 

according to their own wishes. He told the British Parliament 

that the only way to keep British North America in the Kmpire 

would be by giving them a measure of what they could see and 

Bavy just over their own borders* Only their loyalty had kept 

them within the British pale, such as it was, in Upper Canada. 

His exact words were« (1) "The British colonies in North 

America are fast rising into considerable states md already 

are far too powerful to be governed upon any principle but 

(1) R/?APhla Letters — Vol. 1 — April 3, 1836. 
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that of deference for the wishes and opinions of the great 

body of the inhabitants. The authority of the Mother Country 

rests altogether upon the respect and voluntary obedience of 

her colonial subjects.rt Durham advocated friendship and co­

operation with the southern neighbour; Bond Head*s method was 

opposition to her in word and deed even to the point of 

grievous insult and uncalled-for provocation. In fcll fairness, 

it can be saiu that this is only one of those misrepresentations 

of Sir Francis Bond Head in despatches to London* 

One of the first blunders committed by the Governor was 

the reading verbatim, rather than giving the substance of his 

despatches to the Assembly. This unusual procedure embar­

rassed both the Colonial Office and the members of the Royal 

Commission since much of the materiel contained therein was 

confidential and not meant to be heard by all. 

Sir Francis Bond Head's first serious rift with the 

Legislature came when he arbitrarily dismissed his Executive 

Council which demanded that tfsey, responsible to the Assembly, 

should advise and direct the Governor's policies. Before 

proceeding to deal with this incident thoroughly, one should 

consider what democratic background prevailed at that time. 

Democracy had already begun to make Its first tendencies 

known to the English-speaklag world. Any student of history 

knows the extent to which public opinion and the house of 
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Commons was beginning to mould the views of the British Cabinet 

in 1836. The great colony of United States had been lost when 

they were refused the right to a type of responriMe govern­

ment and in 1836 they too were functioning along democratic 

principles, although a bit different from Britain's. To some 

extent Bond Head should have known the progress and trend of 

democratic principlee for he, himself, on numerous occpsions, 

pointed these out and even referred to the Colonieil Office as 

a rendez-vous of democrats. However, he refuced to hear or 

see and he set hinself abruptly as opposed to inaugurating any 

future democratic principles and determined to otamp oirir what 

had already been conceded* The Province of Upper Canada con­

tained many brilliant men, who actually towered, head and 

r<houiders, above Sir Francis in intellect. It had passed its 

infancy and it "?as now ready to enjoy more nature institutions. 

Naturally, these bright minds looked to and expected that type 

of government enjoyed by the more mature English-speaking world. 

Those who were British looked to England; those of American 

origin looked to the United States. The British Government 

had been showing more and more ten ency to co-operate with 

them in establishing some degree of colonial self-government 

and naturally they looked for a continuation of such. Neither 

they, nor the British Government, expected these ohanres to 

come abruptly, for democratic principles must be exercised by 
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a successive evolution. The Reformers of Upper Canada were 

asking for something that was specifically stated in Lord 

Glenelg's first instructions to Sir Francis. That part 

dealing '•-ith the recommendations of the Roy til Commission 

says, *that the weightiest accountability which can attach 

to any man, in matters of a public nature, for which he is 

not punishable by law, or by loss of office, is account­

ability tc public opinion." The Reformers wrn acquainted with 

all these facts pnd no one COM Id expect Intelligent ,;ien to 

stand by and eoe a Governor deliberately flout his instruc­

tions froiQ London and even doel'.re his intentiono of abolish­

ing all existing democratic principles. 7h*» British Parlia­

ment itself, had not determined juf t how much responsibility 

the Colony shoul -1 have, but th-jy depended on Uieir rnpresenta-

tive tc ̂ focoed cautiously, and intelligently advise them in 

the ^ran^'l setting up of a more nature i OJTU of t overnnent* 

Bond Head close hie orn independent path and co-operated v.'ith 

neither. In writing to Lord Glenalg on th* Royal Commission's 

recommendation quoted above, Bond Head takes his stand thus* 

(1) **To this doctrine 1 have never been abl« to subscribe; 

on the contrary, I have always considered that e.very man in 

office should make public opinion follow him, and never attempt 

(1) Head — A Narrative — Pages 103-106. 
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to follow it* However, upon this foundation the Commissioners 

project plans, which, consistently with their theory, are 

avowedly franed 'to secure as much as possible of the confidence 

of the people*. In the contest which I have had with the House 

of Assembly here, ray argument has been that the Governor and 

his Executive Council form th<> great constitutional counter­

poise to the representatives of the people; and that in pro­

portion as the Provincial Legislative Council is deficient In 

the rank, wealth and superior education, v/hich ̂ 'ive influence 

to our house of Lords, so it is necessary that the Governor and 

his Council onoula be enabled zo withstand the democratic 

pressure which, in the British Constitution, it is as much as 

the Kinc and the House of Lords can do to resist. I, therefore, 

consider that the Commissioners' recommendation of attempting 

to conciliate partly public opinion, by forming the Executive 

Council out of the two Houses of the Legislature - or in other 

words, out of the very elements it Is intended to control, Is 

a fatal error I also consider, that to absolve the 

Governor's Council from secreoy would render it absolutely 

impossible for him to consult them. If a councillor were per­

mitted to declare what measure he had not advised, he v ould 

equally be at liberty to declare what measures he hacs advised; 

and, if these were popular measures, the Governor of this 

Colony, besides having to stand against democracy, would also 
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have to bear against the additional o^ium of raving stood 

against the popularity-hunting advice of his Council* The 

Report of the Commissioners respecting the executive Council 

forms but a single feature in the whole picture of thfir policy, 

whicjj to my mind, has a dcnocratic character to which I cannot 

conscientiously accord ••••• Every hour drives me to the 

necessity of taking decisive measures and the Commissioners 

and I are now acting in opposite directions.M This was the 

man who aggravated the people of Upper Canada to the point of 

exasperation, who refused to obey even his first instructions 

from Lord Glenelg to work rith members of the Royal Commission 

and endeavour to nould a satisfactory form of Governrient along 

the principles they had advocated, and. which he, Lord Glenelg, 

had endorsed and had rewritten in hi6 Instructions to Sir 

Francie. The Colonial Secretary hineelf did not know exactly 

what was needed nor did the Br:tich Parliament, but they ex­

pected Bond Head and the Commissioners to rork a plan out more 

in line with public opinion* It took the shock of i„hf Rebell­

ion to awaken them to the fact that the inferior men, who had 

been despatched ao former Governors, must be succeeded by 

raen of character, ability, and foresight in order to create 

a successful and workable colonial policy. 

Sir Francis Bond Head's first two acts, appointing an 

Attorjtey-General and also three additional Councillors to His 
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Executive Council, met with general approval, except by the 

Tor its, who were offenued when he did not ad lie re to the cus­

tom of naming appointees from their party exclusively. The 

addition of the three new members was proposed by the lories 

and acted upon as followst (1) "An active nember of my 

Sxeoutive Council brought before my consideration, in the 

moet formal manner possible, certain reasons for my increasing 

that body, which, though obvious and unanswerable, 1 should 

have been most happy to have overlooked, until I had had time 

enough to become better acquainted with the Province* Under 

such an excuse however, I did not feel disposed to shield my­

self, and as this grievance at least was admitted, I deter­

mined X would not be seen openly to refuse to correct it, 

but the embarrassing question at once arose, from which party 

should the increase be made? I did not choose to join the 

Republicans; the Toriea, who, fearing X was their enemy were 

still almost in a body standing aloof from »e. I did not 

therefore feel it right to advance towards them; and oeing 

thus obliged to be independent, £ determined that the addition 

to my Council should be maae from the middle party, instead 

of from either of the two extremes* Accordingly, explaining 

my object, I collected all the moet respectable opinions I 

(1) Head — A Narrative — Page 62 
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could, putting down every name that was recommended to me, 

and, finding that the name of a Mr- Robert Baldwin was re­

peated on my list infinitely oftener than any other, I sent 

for this Individual and threw myself upon his advice for 

the addition of two other names** Baldwin, at I'irst, declin­

ed to accept the position until the old three unpopular mem­

bers, who were not acceptable to the Assembly, were first 

dismissed* He pointed out that the executive Council person­

nel should always meet the approval of the Assembly as it did 

in England. Sir Francis refused this request uut, finally, 

Baldwin, Rolph, and Dunn accepted. Never before had Upper 

Canada such an Executive Council. Baldwin was correct in 

his demand for he understood the British system, and he also 

knew that the Lieutenant-Governor's first order from Glenelg 

contained the Imperial Parliament's with that the Royal Commis­

sion's recommendation, to constitute an Executive Council 

based on public opinion, should be instituted in Upper Canada. 

Formerly, all Executive Councils were chosen, chiefly from the 

Legislative Council, or other Tory sources. To come extent, 

Bond Head's first Executive Council j.net with Glenelg's instruc­

tions, but, certainly, the three old members were not, at all, 

popular* 

Incidentally, it is interesting to note in the above quo­

tation that, at first, Sir Francis referred to three distinct 
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groups In the Assembly, viz.* Tories, Republicans, and the 

Middle Party. Later he classed everyone as either Constitu-

tionists or Republicans. This f.;oes to ohow that both the 

Tories and the Republicans (Radicals) were but sraall groups; 

the great body of the people belonged to the Middle group or 

moderate Reform party. Durham said such in his Renor^ and the 

author has cuoted It elsewhere. Sir Francis Bond Head's 

later election issue forced everyone into two camps* Those 

that rallied around the Tory nucleus were branded as loyal 

and all others were rebels and traitors. However, only a very 

sraall percentage of those that failed to be coerced into the 

Tory carap proved to be disloyal and rebellious* 

The Lieutenant-Governor's first Executive Council was, 

therefore, composed of three old Tory members plus the addi­

tion of three new moderate Reformers. Bond Head looked to 

these rix r*?n as "iere ciphers and servants to hineelf, and as 

long as tley kept uilont, all went well. This period of calm 

was very short for, far from having subservient men in his 

Council, the Governor found out that the new additions and, 

especially Baldwin, demanded their ri^ht to advise the Gover­

nor according to the wishes of the assembly, in fashioning 

his policy. Bond Head absolutely refused to consider any 

such system; his conciliatory attitude stopped abruptly and, 

flinging aside the experiment, he turned, suddenly, to a 

course of daring, but foolish autocracy. Without thinking 
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it worthwhile to ask the Colonial Office's advice, the Gover­

nor dismissed his Executive Council and chose a new one composed 

of Tories* Before proceeding further, it is interesting to 

read the petition of the Council to the Ooveruor prior to its 

resignation* It was signed by all six Councillors* (1) "'The 

policy and measures which have led to the present condition 

seldom passed under the review of the Executive Council or 

were submitted for their advice. Nevertheless, its members 

have been undeservedly subjected to the heaviest reproach 

throughout the country from a prevalent belief that they have 

been called upon to fulfil the duty Imposed upon them by the 

constitution as advisers upon public affairs. But amidst the 

obloquy thus thrown upon them, they have studiously avoided 

any attempt to exculpation by disavowing in their defense, 

any participation in the conduct of the affairs which they 

were erroneously supposed to have approved. The consequence 

of this silent endurance of political odium has been the per­

petuation of the misbelief that the Executive Council are con­

versant with the affairs of the Province upon which they are 

appointed to advise and, although an opposite practice has 

prevailed between former Lieutenant-Governors anu their Coun­

cils yet, it has ever been notoriously contrary to the state 

of things presumed by the community to exist. But while the 

(1) fftate Book J — (Dominion Archives) — Page 402. 
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constitution has assigned to the Council this duty, It is 

only to a very subordinate and limited extent that they have, 

heretofore, had opportunity afforded them to perform it. It 

is submitted that the exigency of the statute can only be 

answered by allowing the affairs of the Province to pass under 

their review for such advice as their consciences way suggest, 

preparatory to the final and discretionary action of the 

King's representative upon those affairs.° 

The Governor's act in dismissing his first Executive 

Council was the first in a continued series of autocratic 

moves that eventually led to his downfall and recall. He 

became reconciled to the Tory party and, together, they pro­

ceeded to rule the Province by endeavouring to stamp out or 

stifle any move at reform. Sir Francis was no longer on 

neutral ground; he was a Tory opposed to the Middle group and 

the Republicans. Here are the Governor's words predicting 

his new stand* "Moral war was thus (ao it long ago ou^ht to 

have been by his Majesty's Government) openly proclaimed 

between the Const!tutionists and the Republicans; or, In 

other words, between those who were for British institutions, 

against those who were for soiling the fcraplre by the intro­

duction of democracy." It was behind that camouflage of 

loyalty that he perpetrated all his future actB. It was a 

clever ruse and, instead of shielding his own, as well as the 
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Family Compact's aims, it brought about their eventual ruin 

and degradation. The ouestion or Issue wasn't one. of loyal­

ty at all* The Reformers, preponderantly loyal, wanted only 

some degree of representative government like they saw back 

in either England or the United States, and conform in;/, in 

some decree to the Governor's orders, as issued by cllonelg 

on the Royal Commission's advice. These intelligent ••icn saw 

bill after bill of reform rejected by a Tory crowd; thoy saw 

money and lands distributed at the beck of a chosen few; they 

saw thousands leaving In disgust for tin? United States; they 

saw a mounting debt requiring an Interest payueut in oxcose 

of actual yearly revenue; they saw mistrials and intimidated 

juries; they saw expressions? of sympathy in the United States 

and Britain but they were helpless against a Governor and 

Councils in the clutches of the Family Compact. Th« attempt 

to alleviate any of the above evils waa called treason and 

rebellion. 

Sir Francis Bond Head's idea of the Executive Council's 

duty was diametrically opposed to the interpretation placed 

upon it by Baldwin and his colleagues. He T̂ lnt-ilned that 

he should not be in any way controlled by public opinion, In 

spite of Lord Glenelg's despatch to the contrary* The Execu­

tive Council simply existed as a source of advice which he 

might use as he saw fit. It was to serve him hut h* wag not 
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obliged to serve it. This is what he caid, "For their acts 

I deliberately declare myself responsible; out the> are not 

responsible for mine." The State Book J gives the Governor's 

stand thust (1) "The Lieutenant-Governor maintains that the 

responsibility to th*» people which tha Council assuaes la un­

constitutional and, that it is the iuty of the Coaacil to 

serve him, not them and, thfit, if upon BO vital a principle, 

they persist In a contrary opinion, he foresees enbarrass-

r3ents*rt What advantage "id Sir Francis i-iagine should come 

to Reformers by simply appointing three of their ne:-ibera to 

the Council? If he refused to take their advice there was 

entirely no difference in the way of conducting thu govern­

ment than before the change* If the British Farliauent's 

recommendations simply meant such an addition they vere cer­

tainly asinine* They, indeed, meant otherwise for hew else 

could public opinion be exercised as the Imperial Government 

suggested* Bond Head refused to cec the real waning and 

intention for he was oppoeed to democracy in any form, and even 

felt the Home Government had gene too far in inculcating 

democratic principles In Kn^land. Here is how he criticizes 

the Imperial Government; "Aware of all the facte viiich had 

occurred, surely It was the bounden duty of the Government to 

have magnanimously led the two houses of the .'uuperial Parlia-

(1) §%%\* ftook J — (Dominion Archives) — Page 411* 
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ment forward to reform, by frankly telling them to reform them­

selves, and, instead of mutilating, to appreciate the blessings 

of the time — triad institutions which thn Inhabitants of 

Upper Canada have proved to possess the sarao intrinsic value 

on the continent of Anerica as they possessed in thy Cld 

Country in its noblest days*" Needless to say, the Family 

Compact group opposed any change In the direction of public 

opinion for, it would "lean the death knell to their baneful 

domination. They probably found the inferior intellect of 

Bond Head culte plastic in their hands and shere is not much 

doubt but that he was made the mouthpiece for many of their 

views* 

A great many writers such as jJent, Wallace, Hincks, Kings-

ford, and hyarson, all are unanimous in their st.:>nd that 

Attorney-General Robinson was the power behind the throne and 

that he wrote out the defense that Sir Francis Bond Head read 

in Parliament regarding the reeponeibility of the Executive 

Council* Colbcrne, his predecessor, had been very definitely 

cautioned by the Colonial Office to observe coraplete abstinence 

from participation in election contests and to keep tree from 

party alignment, but Bond Head entirely ignored this rule and 

threw in his lot with the Family Compact group. Ho one can 

deny that the defense of hio idea of the functioning of his 

Executive Council was according to the vary letter cf the law* 
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Bttt it was the extreme interpretation and was not that under­

standing of responsibility that had begun to be assumed in 

party representative Fovern»aent. Responsible Government as 

understood by Baldwin and perhaps a few other Ref<.r>;prs was 

far in advance of what Britain had at that tiw. nuC is '?ore 

akin to what we have in vogue to-day. however, the Colonial 

Office had begun a series of concessions to the colonies and 

Sir Francis Bond Head was supposed to observe what hed been 

conceded and to institute further concessions as i-e was 

ordered* He adamantly refused to do either in practically 

all Instances. Although he surrendered to the -srenbly further 

controls over revenue, yet he failed to keep free from partici­

pation in elections or from party alignment and lie absolutely 

refused to form an Executive Council th:*t met the approval of 

public opinion. This was the chief concession advised for the 

colonies In the Coma las goners' Report. In the **ew Brunswick 

Despatches, and in Lord John Russell's Resolutions* These 

Resolutions by Russell certainly did not approve of entire 

Cabinet or Executive responsibility but thay did advise that 

Executive Councillors should be choaon from various parties 

and should meet the approval of public opinion. (1) HThe 

English had Responsible Government to th-it extent uv:i the 

British constitution compelled the choice of a new . x^cutive 

(1) Ihinham — Political Unrest̂  In tfooer Canada — Page 166. 
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after each election* That in itself certainly vould have 

broken down the Family Compact*H 

The dismissal of an iSxecutive Council was an act very 

seldom resorted to by a Lieutenant-Governor, and in a later 

despatch Lord Glenelg severely reprimanded Bond h>ad for dis­

missing Baldwin and his associates. The Lieutenant-Governor 

sensed that his act rairht be received with criticism in 

England, but he arro- antly demanded approval of his notions 

saying he understood thoroughly how to deal with the situation. 

H« remarked that this was only the beginning of strife that 

would end in a purge of Republican principles provided, that 

the Home Government supported him. The Reform Assembly were 

furious at the Governor's high-handed methods and they ada­

mantly refused to grant supplies. Bond Head wrote Glenelg 

that, on the Assembly stopping the supplies, he withheld his 

assent from all their money bills, and even from their own 

contingencies, on the principle that, aB nothing but a storm 

of agitation could then settle the weather, it would be use­

less to attempt to suppress it. It WBB the first tine in the 

history of the Province that the supplies had been stopped -

and the whole country had thus been thrown into confusion. 

Sir Francis maintained that this was done because the complaints 

of the Republicans were ordered to be corrected, and being thua 

driven off their grievance ground, they were forced to unveil 
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their real object, which had been neither more or less than 

to seise upon the power and patronage of the Crown* He gave 

as one of his reasons for not granting the contingencies, 

the knowledge that a large sum would be granted out of them, 

by the Asserablyk to send an agent to England. 

Arrogantly, he wrote Lord Glenelg that he fully expected 

that before a month had elapsed the country would petition 

him to dissolve the present House of Assembly, but until the 

feeling was quite ripe, he would not attend to it; he request­

ed the Colonial Office to send him no orders on the subject, 

but to allow him to let the thing work by itself; for it would 

require no argument, as the stoppage of the supplies, of the 

road money, and all other money bills, would soon speak for 

themselves in a provincial dialect which everybody would under­

stand. As soon as the British Government received word of 

this they 'went over the Governor's head' and gave assent to 

most of the money bills* Governor Head's typical criticism 

was, MHis Majesty's Government, after the receipt of this des­

patch, instead of supporting me in the course I had pursued, 

obtained the royal assent to the road bills I had reserved, 

thus, restoring to the Radical road commissioners; the disposi­

tion of road money which had notoriously been misapplied to the 

basest political purposestM Incidentally, the elections were 

over before It was known that the royal assent had been given 
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in opposition to the recommenuation of the Governor* The 

stoppage of supplies was the only check that still remained 

to the Assembly, who, conversant with British History, could 

easily recall many incidents of similar stoppage, especially 

during the time of the Stuarts* KacKenzie commented as fol­

lows in his letters» (1) "In England, if the King misuses 

his prerogative, supplies can be refused, his amies dis­

banded and hie ministers impeached. They have a check in 

England; in Canada we had none. In the Upper Province we 

refused supplies to the Governor, the most unworthy of any 

ever given us, as almost all parties now admit. He and his 

Councils seised upon our public chest, tampered with the 

constituencies and utterly destroyed our Legislature*" Sir 

Francis, deaf to all advice to the contrary, proceeded to 

destroy the Reform Assembly and, by direct interference and 

perversion of the issue at stake, had a Tory Assembly eleeted. 

Some idea of Vhat the stoppage of supplies raeant to the 

Province may be gained by reading a paragraph from Dunham's 

booki (2) "At the prorogation Sir Francis Head resorted to 

the boldest measure of his bold administration by refusing to 

grant contingencies and by reserving all the aoney bills 

which had been passed during the session. It was an unpre-

(1) jftffKenzle'B Letters — August 5, 1836. 
(2) Dunham — Political Unrest In Upper Canada — Page 183* 
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cedented retaliatory measure* The supplies withheld by the 

Assembly amounted to less than 7,000 pounds* Those withheld 

by Sir Francis amounted to 162,000 pounds, including all 

money for schools, roads iinc bridges, <:>na ell public improve­

ments* The refusal of eupplie s would hsive affected only the 

ae:ubere of the government offices; Sir Francis Head's action 

affected the whole community. And he took pains to cast the 

blame for the dislocation of business entirely upon the Assem­

bly* In his speech at the prorogation he warnfd the House 

that the effect of its deliberate decision would be severely 

felt by all the people in the public offices, by the cessation 

of improvement in roads, by the vdthdrawal of compensation to 

the sufferers in the late war, and by the check to immigration.1* 

Seedless to say, the deadlock and confusion caused by 

the stoppage of supplies and the withholding cf money bills, 

gave the Governor the op&ox'tunlty to prorogue i-arlia-went and 

rid hirMself of a detestable Assembly although but hr.lf the 

natural life of the Pari!finsnt h**d passed. In order that his 

Excellency might seem to be following public opinion in this 

•natter, instead of guiding it, the official party caused 

petitions to be sent in from various quarters praying that a 

dissolution and a general election mij..ht take place. The 

conduct of a hasty election campaign, earrisd on under the 

most perverted slogans and in an entirely unorthodox way 
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assured the Tories of success. Sir Francis Bond Head made it 

appear to the people that the Reformers were disrupting parlia­

ment rather than he, himself. During the period of voting, 

numerous Tory Orange Order mobs roamed the Province intimidating 

Reform sympathizers and actually preventing Reformers from 

approaching the votin.r booths. Sir Francis had appointed re­

turning officers who were notoriously partlsam. He, himself, 

contrary to custom, took an active part in the election cam­

paign, making numerous speeches, calling upon the people to 

uphold the Tory cause which he said, signified loyalty to 

England. By thus perverting the actual issue of the election 

from that of Responsible Government to one of loyalty or die-

loyalty to England, the Governor and his Tory accomplices, 

forced thousands of would-be Reformers to support their cause 

rather than be termed disloyal* Many of the lead in,*. Reformers 

like Mackenzie, Bldwell, Rolph, and others, lost their seats 

at the elections* This is a portion of one speech made by 

Sir Francis, (1) ''It is my opinion that, if you choose to 

dispute with me, and live on bad terms with the Mother Country, 

you will, to use a homely phrase, only quarrel with your own 

bread and butter* If you like to try the experi'upnt by 

electing members who will again stop supplies, do so, for I can 

(1) Lindsey — William Lyon kaaKti nails — Page CIS. 
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have no objection whatever; on the other hand, if you choose 

fearlessly to embark your interests in my character, depend 

upon it, I will take paternal care of them both.M Thftt speech 

alone indicts Sir Francis, for, he distinctly tells them to 

vote Tory because that party -'as advocating loyalty to Eng­

land, as Its slogan* Thus, the people were left i.jnorant of 

the fact that the Mother Country was, in a measure, fully in 

accord with eoine of tha Reform deaiands and had already j-iven 

Done orders for amelioration of certain grievances. As the 

author shall discuss later, the rebuke of the Home Office to 

Sir Francis was contained in a despatch sent first, to Hew 

Brunswick and forwarded to all other Provinces. It again 

distinctly pointed out that the Imperial Parliament vlshed 

all provincial Executive Councils to be appointed in accord 

with public opinion and It went further r.nd surrendered to the 

province the control of cacual and territorial revenues. Time 

and again, Sir Francis had told the Hone Governn*nt that the 

latter should never be surrendered. The Tories used usny other 

means of assuring their tmccees at the elections. Lindeey 

gives a partial account of unorthodox activities as fellows; 

(1) *The Tory Press divided the country into two parties, one 

of whom was represented to be in favour of raaintainin/; the 

supremacy of the British Crown In the Provinces, and the other 

(1) Lindsey — William Lyon ttacKenzls — Page 304. 
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as being composed of traitors and Republicans. This misrep­

resentation was transferred from partisan newspapers to 

official despatches, and replies to admiring addresses. Timid 

persons were aired into inactivity, not thinking it prudent to 

appear at the polls, where th^ir presence would have caused 

them to be branded as revolutionists• The Tories subscribed 

largely for election purposes; votes were manufactured and 

violence resorted to." 

Lord Durham also criticised the election thuei (1) WI 

say this without meaning to cast any imputation on Uie members 

of the House of Assembly, because, in fact, the circumstances 

under which they were elected, were such as to render them, 

peculiarly, objects of suspicion and reproach to a large 

number of their countrymen. 

"They were accused of having violated their pledges at 

the election* It is said that many of hem cane forward and 

were eleeted, as being Reformers, though opposed to any fsuch 

claims to Colonial independence as mipht involve a separation 

from the Mother Country* There eeercs to be no doubt, that in 

several places, where the Tories succeeded, the electors were 

merely desirous of returning members who would not hazard any 

contest with England, by the assertion of claims, whieh, from 

the proclamation of the Lieutenant-Governor, they believed 

to bs practically needless; and who should support Sir Francis 

(1) Lucas — Lord Durham's Report {&&*_&) — Page 161* 
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Bond Head in those economical reforms which the country desired 

far more than political changes — reforms for the sate of 

which alone, political changes had been sought. In a number 

of other instances, too, the elections were carried by the 

unscrupulous exercises of the Influence of the Government, 

and by a display of violence on the part of the Tories who 

were emboldened by the countenance afforded to them by the 

authorities. It was stated, but I believe without sufficient 

foundation, that the Government made grants of land to persons 

who had no title to them In order to secure votes* 

"This report originated in the fact, that patents for 

persons who were entitled to grants, but had not taken them 

out, were sent oown to the polling places to be given to the 

individuals entitled to them, if they were disposed to vox.e 

for the government candidate* 

"The taking such measures, In order to secure their fair 

right of voting to the electors In a particular interest, 

must be considered rather as an act of official favouritism, 

than as an electoral fraud* 

"But we cannot wonder that the defeated party put the 

very worst construction on acts which gave some ground for it; 

and they conceived in consequence, a strong resentment against 

the means by which they believed that the representative of 

ths Crown had carried the elections, his interference in which, 
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in any way, was stigmatized by them as a gross violation of 

constitutional privilege and propriety. 

"It cannot be ̂ natter of surprise that each facte and 

such impressions produced in the country an exasperation, and 

a despair of ^ood government, which extended fur beyond those 

who had actually been defeated at the poll." This quotation 

speaks for itself .̂ nd condemns the Governor in no uncertain 

language. 

Immediately following the elections, the exultations of 

Sir Francis knew no bounds. He boasted in his despatches of 

having completely squelcred th<-> d<:H.ocratio r.iorient in Upper 

Canada and of having created an example for all the other 

British North American provinces to follow. Contrary to the 

actual fact, he informed London, that the success of the 

election phowed the people were wholly in favour of all his 

acts ar> 'i "<-.ey **iehed no ouch proposed changes as an llx«*.cutive 

Council responsible to the Assembly. This was a clear mis­

representation of the actual state of affairs and it can be 

truly cald that the art of misrepresentation wae one of Bond 

Head's chief weapons throughout his Canadian sojourn. Any 

reader wishing to corroborate that fact should read hie book, 

A narrative. Paradoxical as It may seem, instead of perving 

its intended purpose of clearing the charges against Sir Francis, 

his book indicts his administration in no uncertain manner. 
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Another interesting fac -or in the elections vaa the part 

played by Egerton Ryerson. As Sir Francis Hincks remarked In 

his book flqminlse.encs.q* the Vfesleyan Hethodlsts fell entirely 

into the snare set by Sir Francis Bond Head. Sgerton Ryerson, 

who actually controlled the Methodist vote of the Province and 

who swung that vote over to the Tory sloe later regretted his 

stand and froja that time on wae one of the most witter critics 

of Sir Francis Bond Head* He realised later that the Governor 

had cleverly tricked the people and in his book The .Story of My 

Life he maintained that Bond Head was more guilty than the ones 

executed for participation in the Rebellion. So keen were 

Ryerson's criticisms of the Governor following the election 

that the latter threatened he would now put down t.he Methodists 

as he had put uown the liadicals. This is Kyerson's own account 

of the election! (1) "Sir Francis Bond Head adroitly turned 

this issue, not on the question of the Clergy Reserves, or of 

other praci-ical questions, out on the question of connection 

with the Mother Country, and of Republicanism versus Monarchy, 

as had been recommended by Messrs. Hume and Roebuck, and 

advocated by Hessrs. KacKenzie ar.a Papineau. This wae success­

ful, inasmuch as those Reformers who would not oisavow their 

connection with Kessrs* MaoKenzle, Hume and Roebuck, lost their 

election; for though not nacre than half a dozen had any 

(1) Ryerson — .T̂ w Story of, My Ujftt — *>*#« ̂ 1 * 
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sympathy with the sentiments of Messrs. Hume, Roebuck, Papineau 

and HacKenzie, they did not wish to break the unity of the 

Reform party by repudiating thfia and suffered defeat In con­

sequence at the elections. The successful candidates, general­

ly, while they repudiated Republican separation from the Mother 

Country, promised fidelity to the oft-expressed and wcill-known 

wishes of the people in the settlement of the Clergy Reserve 

question which, however, they failed to fulfil." 

Dent mentions another Incident that Sir Francis used in 

his pre-election campaign. Apparently the Governor had ob­

tained a copy of Papineau's letter to Bidwell In which there 

was suggested probable United States sympathies, and the con­

cluding sentence of his reply to an address from certain elector 

of the Home District is eminently characteristic of the m&» 

Since certain portions of the already-mentioned letter seeded 

to point to a possible invasion of the Province by the inhabi­

tants of the United States, the idea was eagerly seized upon by 

Sir Francis as Indicative of concerted action between the 

hypothetical invaders and the Upper Canadian Radicals* (1) "In 

the name of every regiment of militia in Upper Canada*, said he, 

•Let them come if they darsl' Nothing but the actual perusal 

of his despatches will afford any accurate idea of his blatant 

sel£eonfidence at this time* It is quite evident that he 

(1) Dent — fffro.ry,, %f„ .ffltf..ttttftf*, nftMHMlM^.^te^Uflffl Ci&U«e> 
— Page 324 
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regarded the above-quoted reply as a meter-stroke of vigorous 

diplomacy. He drew epeeial attention to it in a communication 

to Lord Glenelg, in tlw* course of which he iiade uee of language 

which must have almost stunned the conventional and decorous 

Colonial Secretary* 'I am aware', he wrote, 'that the answer 

may be cavilled at In Downing Street for I know it Is not 

exactly according to Hoyle. Mais, Mon Seigneur, croyez-vous 

done qu'on fasse des revolutions aveo de l'eau de rose?'?* 

Thus owinf: to the representations of government emissaries, 

backed by the Tory press and reinforced by the inflammatory 

speeches and addresses of the Lieutenant-Governor it wae widely 

believed that should the Reformere succeed there would be a 

speedy uprooting of eherished institulone followed by separation 

from the Mother Country and ultimate annexation to the United 

States. Patriotic fervour was thus roused to a pitch never 

before reached since 1812. 

Dent also indicts Sir Francis for his use of intents at 

the election and he criticizes raore severely in that regard 

than does Durham. (1) MAs a general rule, it is a difficult 

matter to convict a government of actual, direct interference 

with the freedom of election. But In the case of the general 

election of 1836, there is unfortunately no room for doubt* 

That patents were issued in great numbers by the Commissioner 

(1) Dent — gtfPry qf, The, ,Pppe,r, .Canadian.MlM;Uifan (VpJ^D 
— Page 330 
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of Crown Lands, and despatched by the hands of trusted agents 

of the Government to the polling-places, to be uoed by the 

voters, is as well establlshod aa is the fact of one election 

itself* Nay, the fact ie admitted by Sir Francis Bond Head 

in the supplemental chapter to his Narrative, as well as by 

the Committee appointed by the Aoso&bly to investigate the 

matter, and the attempts to explain it away are of the weakest 

kind* Tne number of patents leoued wae so great as to require 

a speaial staff of extra clerks to get then ready by the tl*T.e 

they were wanted* In soae cases \,he patents*, covered only a 

quarter of an acre of wild uncultivated land upon which no 

buildings had been erected. Kany of them were issued between 

the date of the dissolution of Parliament <".nd the close of 

the election a month later, and In some instances they were 

issued after the actual opening of the poll* Thoy were dis­

tributed openly at the places where the elections were b*;ld, 

to persons who had not applied fov Uiem, and who, at least in 

some instances, received thou without paying the usual fees, 

Merely that they might thereby be enabled to vote** 

Following the elections which, once more, established the 

Family Compact in complete control of the Province, the Legis­

lature proceeded to function and enact nany bills that failed 

to pass the old Reform Assexably. This was the last session 

prior to the Rebellion and Lindsey suns up its work thus* 
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<1) "In the session of 1836 - 1S37 which closed on i'ercfc 4th*, 

Sir Francis' 'bread and butter' Assembly was very far from 

realizing his election promises of refers. But it is not 

probable that any section of the public was disappointed, for 

they were not promises that anyone exp^ct*^ to see fulfilled. 

The fear of a legal and Inevitable dissolution, which seemed to 

be impending, weighed heavily upon Parliament* K1J% William IV 

weald probably not live four years; and, on tha a^nUse of the 

Sovereign, the Assembly would legally cease to exist. Sir 

Francis was not likely to fare so well in a second election as 

he had in the first. A bill was, therefore, passed, which 

enacted that a dissolution of the House should not necessarily 

follow a demise of the Crown. The money billa, passed this 

session, showed an extraordinary degree of recklessness, on the 

part of the Ih.use, in incurring Oebt. The entire amount voted 

must have been five millions of dollars, at that time, a very 

large sum compared to the amount of revenue. The establish­

ment of fifty-seven rectories by Sir John Colborne, before he 

left ths government, which had given great offence to a large 

majority of the population, received the approval of the 

Assembly*w This quotation shows that the Tories were simply 

carrying on as before, interrupted only »y that hiatus, when 

a Reform Assembly was in power. Ouo of the iiout obnoxious 

(1) Lindsey — fMim„,term Mto*A*WU -- page ai8-
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pieces of legislation, as has been mentioned before, was the 

ratification of Sir John Colborne's act in creating Una new 

Anglican rectories. All othur religious groups, co.prising 

the vast majority in the Province, were <iiaietrically opposed 

to it* 

The ^efomers protfiated in vain against the farcical 

election; Dr. Dunconbe, one of the defeated Reform leaders, 

preeentfid a petition to the British House of Commons alleging 

unfairness and inconeiutencino in the past elections* Lord 

Glenelg demanded an answer from 3ond Jfoad regarding tiuch 

accusations. An answer was sont by Sir FrancJe in vhich he 

defended hi'irelf and the lories to the satisfaction of Lord 

Glenelg. The outco ,e wae still another disheartening blow to 

the liefer-*, sympathizers of the IrovLnce* But Bond Head's suc­

cess in covering up hie. election schemes wae only temporary, 

for Lord p.arhnm reiterated charges almost Identical to those 

presented by T3unco*nbe and Baldwin, "hen Robert Ballwin left 

for England, jim--*d lately after Jie elections, Bon.l head 

described him to Glenelg as an agent of the revolutionary 

party and expressed a wish tint he should be decidedly snubbed 

by the Colonial Office. In fairness t< that Office, in spite 

of Its tardy and clumsy methods of administration, It laî ht 

be said that it could hardly he conversant with Bond Head's 

duplicity at this early eta&e in his colonial career* 
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Despatches often deleted or perverted w»nt back vmi forth 

slowly and, thooe few which she Hone uffiee had received, 

bristled vith 'Bond HeatUan' misrepresentations. The Gover­

nor painted a false picture, representing himself as ths 

great saviour of British ri. hts against ths Republicans who 

masked their ambitions to rob and seise the control of ths 

^ovemnent under the .rules of reform, (.ne could scarcely 

expect the Hoie Governsnt to indict the Governor if that 

were tb* true state, and especially since he had Ju»t arrived* 

Co^pro-iJeinf and slow-witted Lord Glenelg eventually sensed 

the true situation as wee evidenced by the Colonial Office's 

future tendency to ignore Bond Head's advice and invoke new 

re 'orrcs, much to his disgust* Juat prior to the Rebellion 

thie is what Sir Francis sent in a despatch to Lord tUenelgi 

(1) "Nothing can be brighter tnan the ?ioral and political 

state of the Canadae* All is sunshine here and 'colour ds 

n>B%'• T have no difficulties that are not surmounted, no 

sickness that is not cured, no sorrow that is not removed, 

but over downing street and the Commissioners' Place est Mont­

real I see two black clouds from which I expect both thunder 

and llt;htnlng«H 

l?ir Franc is Bond Head's firet r«buk« eajne wt en the 

Iiipori«l Government passed the money bills that be h«d with­

al) Dunham — Political .Unrest, In, b'aper Canada — V^K 188* 
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held from the Reform Assembly. However, the sternest of all 

rebuffs come when the Colonial Office s^nt out despatches 

to Hew Brunswick ordering certain definite reforms* Similar 

copies were .espatcned to th..-. other provinces su^e sting a 

like procedure. The author prefers to quote directly from 

Chapter V32 of Bond Head's book in order l.o jive the reader 

some idea of that verbosity and prevarication v,kich runs 

through that enx.ire Narrative that Sir Francio haughtily 

compared to Durham's Heport. Heedless to say, one must wade 

through a veritable fog of typical 'Bond Headi&n' whitewash 

before the point In question is read-ad. ^ir Francis deals 

with the above-mentioned despatchec thus* (1) "His Majesty's 

Government, just as if they had been mortified at the triumph 

(election) which had been gained, and, just as if they had 

determined that its salutary consequences ott' ht immediately 

to be arrested, planned a measure which I huably think to 

future ages will appear not only incomprehensible, hut in­

credible* ••••• The Legislature and inhabitants of Upper 

Canada stood combined together heart and hand to reslat the 

Hepublican principle of making the Executive Council 'respon­

sible to the people' and it was with regret I received from 

the Colonial Office a despatch dated 26th July, 1836, in 

which, after some hl&hly complimentary sentences, it was 

(1) Head — A Narrative — Page 166. 
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ominously observed, 'His Majesty's Government look to no 

transient results or temporary triumphs1• Still it was 

evident to me from the sentence quoted above — from the non-

publication in England of my despatches announcing the moral 

victory that had been gained — and from the remarkable 

ministerial silence thnt had prevailed on the eubject in 

both Houses of Parlianent, that the Colonial Office was but 

little disposed to change itB policy. I own, however, I 

was not prepared for the astonishing course which I will 

endeavour as shortly as possible to relate ..... Ac if 

determined to fulfil its own prophecy, by proving that In 

Upper Canada, the 'triumph' gained would be 'temporary', and 

the reeults 'transient', the Colonial Office on the 30th 

September, 1836, addressed to •m.c n despatch, which enclosed 

copies of instructions to his Excellency Lleutenant-General 

Sir Archibald Campbell, Lieutenant-Governor of New BrunBwick, 

to which he was ordered to give goneral publicity, and which 

1 was desired to consider, ae far as they could be applied to 

Upper Canada, 'as addressed to nyself ••••• As the- whole 

of the despatches have been published throughout «very pro­

vince in Eorth Africa, 1 need hardly say, that the proposed 

arrangements which were thus ordered to be effected, contained 

not only directions for the surrender of the casual and 

territorial revenues, against which I had so humbly but so 
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strongly remonstrated, but the following order to £ir Archi­

bald Campbellt— 'In making your selection ( for seats in 

his Mat1eety's Executive Council) you will not confine your­

self to a sinrle class or description of "î rnono, but will 

endeavour to ensure the presence in the Council of gentlemen 

representing the various interests which exist in the province, 

and possessing at the same time the confidence of the people 

at large*' ••••• By this most extraordinary and complicated 

arrangement, the triumph which the loyal inhabitants of our 

North American Colonies had gained over the deiiands of the 

Republicans was not only proved to be 'temporary' but was 

completely destroyed .•••• I submit to the intelligence of 

the civilized world, thnt this decision of the Colonial Office, 

respecting the Executive Council, wae a direct surrender of 

the Question in dispute* I ask, first, whether it wae con­

stitutional to order that the Governor's Executive Council 

should be made 'to represent the various interests', rhich 

were already represented in the Houon of Assembly; nnd, secondly, 

whether there Is any difference between the Colonial Office 

orderinr the Executive Council, 'to possess the confidence of 

the people at large', and the Hepublican demand which the 

people of Upper Canada had resisted, namely, 'that the Executive 

Council must be responsible to the people?'..... The severe 

mortification which this infatuated course of policy of the 
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Colonial Office produced in Upper Canada is indescribable. 

The Loyalists were again disheartened, the Hnpublicans ex­

ult Ingly boasted that the Home Government was with them ..... 

1 now recollect the prophecies which, ever since the commence­

ment of the political war I have waged here, have Invariably 

foreboded, th-<t I should not be supported by th*» British 

Government.* 

The above quotation is typical of the replies that Bond 

Head sent to London. Although he announced to the Legisla­

ture that, in obedience to the Colonial Office, he was sur­

rendering control of the casual and tsrriicrial revenues of 

the Crown as well as partial control of the Crown lauds, he 

adamantly refused to consider an Executive Council conforming 

to public opinion for, he said to Lord Glenelg, HI think your 

Lordship, on reflection, will perceive, that instead of 

crushing democracy on this continent, we shall actually be 

creating it in our colonies.rt This absolute, hau, htily-made 

refusal to conform with orders from ]>ownl:i£ street added but 

another insult to the reform cause. Even at this juncture, 

Sir Frances, by obeying in sons treasury, his instructions, 

could bnve prevented that futile outbreak tlr.it occurred in 

December, 1837. Hie failure to take action, as regards his 

Executive Council, practically left natters as Uwy were, if 

not worse. He seemed also heedless of what had happened In 

http://tlr.it
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New Brunswick where Lieutenant-Governor Campbell, after the 

Assembly had despatched representatives to London to complain, 

was recalled for refusing to comply with his instructions. 

The Assembly in New Brunswick sent delegates directly to 

London to explain abuses, a recourse In Upper Canada, which 

Sir Francis complained about most bitterly. Although Bond 

Head surrendered control of the revenue and Crown Lands, yet 

his failure to reshuffle his Executive Council to conform 

with public opinion was such as to warrant his recall in a 

manner similar to Campbell's. No doubt, had he obeyed orders 

or had he even been recalled sooner, Upper Canada's history 

from then on would have been a different one. 

n x A x 
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Chapter m 

ins mm V^PATK gAVftSB 

One of the most Important chapters of Bond Head's Narra­

tive deals with the three ultimate causes of his resignation* 

They were his refusal to reinstate Judge uidout, his refusal 

to elevate bidwell to the Bench and London's refusal to con­

firm the appointmentaof Attorney and Solicitor-G&AfralSi* 

One who carefully reads this chapter can see that the Gover­

nor had determined to pursue a policy of absolute dictator­

ship without even brooking the interference of London. He 

demanded that his appointments or dismissals should receive 

the Colonial Department's approval simply on the Governor's 

recommendation and that no remonstrance or advice from any 

other source should be considered. The unmasked policy of 

Bond head in Upper Canada, now that he had succeeded in 

ousting the Republicans from both the Executive Council and 

the Assembly, was to continue to persecute and remove all of 

them from any offices they held in the Province. Simply to 

criticize him wae sufficient excuse to dismiss nany honour­

able and scholarly ^emclemen* As he admitted in his later 

despatches, he did not even pretena to carry on a government 

with more tnan one party. Ihe ioea of whi&s and Tories as in 

JSngland and the similar idea of Tories ana Heforders in Upper 
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Canada were obnoxious* to him. He planned to persecute all 

Republicans and harry thorn out of the land, if poeclblc. 

Bond Head not only dismissed many republican office holders 

but, in order to seek revenge, he plotted tho .rebellion trap 

and engulfed many of the liadicals who had caused him oc much 

embarrassment. One writer re narked thnt t-i.nn h<- hnd done 

his best to drive Men into rebellion, h'j cl-".inod credit for 

his foresight in having pointed out their traitorous inten­

tions. The Lieutenant-Governor's recall c*.»nn before the 

Rebellion but, since the now appointee could not arrive for a 

considerable time, Sir Frtncis was present chirin.? the fiasco 

of Deceaber 7, 1837. 

Jud^e Hldout's case received very spacial attention both 

by Sir Francis and Lord Glenelg* The Lieutenant-Governor dis­

missed George ilidout from th« officers of Colon?! of ths? Militia, 

Judge of the District Court of -Jiatjara and Justice cf the 

Peace, on the pretence that ha vao £.n nctive "wibor cf the 

Alliance Society (Reformers) which had issued an address, on 

the subject of the resignation of tho late ^xscutlve Council, 

containing words personally offonsive to the r.ovornorj and 

when this charge was disproved to the satisfaction of Lord 

Glenelg, Bond Head refused to obey the order of the Colonial 

minister to restore Ilidout to office. At this came time Baldwin 

and Snail were also dismissed for the same reason, but Hldout's 
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case received special attention because he «n<ieavoure4 to prove 

he «as not a member of the Society. 

The following, worus in the address irkud bir tf'rujicis Bond 

Headi HIt is our duty solemnly to asuure you, that the conduct 

of &ir 1'ia.ncis Bond Head has b%®n alike a disregard of Consti­

tutional Government, and of candour an:, truth in his statements. 

To one it would seea almost puerile and asinine that any Gover­

nor would select such a mere phrase to trump up a reason for 

wholesale dismissals. Had he been -also, he would have entirely 

ignored such, but Bond Head determined to aake every 'pin prick' 

the pretext xor some deed of retaliation against the It©form 

group* Jud^e Ridout's character was v. 1thout blemish} he had 

fulfilled all his duties in a capable runner and he boasted ©f 

British ancestry that fought in the \.*ar of 1812. Ho Colonial 

Secretary, aoo even thv vacillating and inefficient Glenelg, 

could tolerate fcr long such unfair and dictatorial tactics in 

a British colony. As. soon as the Governor. had dî iuissed the 

Judge, he wrote letters to him and to Lord Glenelg stating the 

reasons for his actions, but the two letters of accusation were 

not identical* Judge Hldout's letter contained but the single 

reason that he had appeared to be an active awmber of the 

'Alliance' or 'Constitutional Hsform Society'• Cir Francis 

Bond Head's letter to Lord Glenelg contained that reason, as 

well as several other potty reasons. Aaon̂ j the latter were 
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gossip reports saying that Ridout had remarked in conversation, 

that if he were dismissed, he would help 'tar and feather* ths 

Lieutenant-Governor, «ud, also, that there would oe 'war t© 

the knife'* Sir Francis supplied no proof of those statements 

and Glenelg inti-uated they should Lave been regarded only in 

the light of i/ossip or heated conversation. The Governor did 

substantiate his first original accusation by supplying the 

legal advice of Attorney-General Hagernian that uidout eld 

appear to be an active member of the society referred to* 

However, Lord Glenelg, having interviewed the Kin*:, gave his 

decision to reinstate Bidout. He maintained that the Governor 

should have given Identical letters of acausatlon, both to him­

self, and to Judge Ridout* The latter, to Lord Glenelg*s satis­

faction, had cleared himself of the Initial charge of active 

nenbership in the Heform Society by sending to London several 

affidavits of witnesses to that effect* Chief ariong these, 

was that of Mr. Stewart, a carpenter, who had been a member 

and had been present at the nestings referred to. These are 

Lord (Jlenelg'e words i (1) *The ousstion involves no legal 

principle, but relates to a simple natter of fact. Lr. 

Stewart, theugh describing himself as a carpenter is, I think, 

far more entitled to speak vith authority on this occasion 

than the Attorney- General of the Province, because the former 

(1) Head — A flftrjftUys — Page 239. 



61 

possesses, and the latter does not possess, a personal acquaint­

ance with what actually occurred, and because Mr. Stewart was 

present, and Mr. HagerTtfin was absent when the Society was 

formed, and when Mr. Hidout is said to have protested, against 

its formation." Up to this point it is difficult to understand 

Lord Glenelg'e somewhat aimleae tactics but, hnvin/j UOTT grasped 

an insight into Bond Head's duplicity, he began to act with 

firm resolve. The Colonial Secretary demanded that if Bond 

Head wished further consideration of the ease on th& merits 

of accusations other than the initial one, he must first 

present the additional accusations to Judge Ridout and £ive 

him an opportunity to defend himself against them, maintaining 

that was only fair to any British citizen, be he lord or common­

er* Ignoring this request, Sir Francis brnu ht about his recall 

by refusing to furnish Jungs Hidout with the additional accusa­

tions* During the course of this Interchange of despatches, 

Judge Hidout had been denied a public trial or a court-martial 

as he had requested. Lord Glenelg, in his final instructions 

to the Governor, stated that the main reason for semovlng him 

was his outrl.ht refueal to inform Hidout of the additional 

charges. Mo one can deny that the Colonial Secretary rae ab­

solutely fair in this case, for in demanding Hidout'a reinstats-

ment, he also said such raifht be nuspended temporarily if Sir 

Francis wished to substantiate the other charges against Ridout 

as suggested* 
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Sir Francis answered Lord Glonelg by saying that he had 

no further accusations to nake against I'.r. Hidoutj he had 

nothing further to urge against what he had said in hie defence, 

but having, as Lieutenant-Governor, by the advice of hie 

Council, deliberately selected him for punishment, as the 

most inteuperate of his opponents, he felt it necessary, res­

pectfully, but explicitly, to declare that, BO Ion,- us W- v.as 

deemed competent to be Lieutenant-Governor of tMa Province, 

he declined to have any further communication with Mr* TUdcut, 

and must decline to restore him to the station© from vv.ich 

he had removed him. In Uiis case Sir Francis it; very careful 

to say hie Council approved his act, but one "lust ror̂ .::ber that, 

that saie Council wae a Tory raclilne equally unxioufi to exter­

minate Republicanism. 

Lord Glenelg's rebuke to the Governor'e idea of dictator­

ial dismissal wae as follows J (1) HYou further '^-rsBS your 

expectation that the 'mere expression of your opinion of the 

absolute noeeeeity for th»? dismissal of any person fron office 

whom, from your local knowledge, you deemed hostile to the 

British Constitution, would have carried with it Lifinitoly 

raore weL.hi tlian the in 11 visual's denial of his urn :,-uilt'» 

From this and other passages in your despatch, I Infer that 

you regard the Secretary of State, as virtually bound to adopt 

(1) Head — A Narrative — page 268. 
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your opinions in individual cases as conclusive, even upon an 

appeal against your decision. Hut ranch is not my estimate of 

the duties of my officet I act under a strict and effective 

responsibility to the King and to Par liar i*»nt. Of every 

measure which T take, or which, when taken by others, I approve, 

I must be prepared to produce the vindication. But I should ill 

acquit myself of that duty if I attempted to rest my justifica­

tion on an implicit confluence in the Judgment of the officer 

against whose acts an appeal had been brought before me* 

Cherishing as I do, the strongest presumption in favour of 

every decision of yours, I must yet, as often as your sentence 

is impeached, examine into the merits of the question vith 

strict impartiality, and with a jealousy of those prepossessions 

In favour of your opinions from which I can nover be exempt. 

In our relative positions in his Majesty's service, 1 could 

not act on any other principle.'* 

In dismissing Sir Francis Bond Head, Glenelg included 

these words in his despatch* (1) "In the exercise of the 

authority with which I was invested, X directed you to place 

a Judge, whom you had dismissed from office, in possession 

of the grounds of that very grave proceeding, before I could 

confirm his removal* I called upon you to render to him that 

maasure of justice which the humblest member of society is 

entitled to demand, by "asking known to him what vere the 

(1) Head — A Narrative — Pages 347-8-9. 
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reasons on which the representative of his Sovereign had 

sentenced him to degradation and punishioent. This ie the 

instruction which you meet with a direct and positive refusal. 

Under these circumstances, her Majesty's Ministers have thought 

it their fiuty to tender to the Queen their advice th^t your 

resignation should be accepted.M 

M.S. Bldwell was another prominent Republican who was 

equally punished by Bond Head for his Heform activities. He 

had been the speaker of the Reform Assembly and had criticized 

the Governor in language almost similar to that quoted above 

in Hldout's case, While leading the Assembly he read an 

address referring to Bond Head as despotic, tyrannical, unjust, 

deceitful, and as displaying conduct derogatory to the honour 

of the Kinir. With the Governor, this was sufficient excuse 

to brand Mr. Bldwell as a rebel and a traitor. Prior to this 

incident, Sir Francis had mentioned Mr. Bldwell In his des­

patches as a man of great ability and of sterling character, 

with the result that Lord Glenelg had asked that this gentleman 

should receive the first vacancy to the bench* lnut request 

had been emphatically denied by Sir Francis for no other 

reason than that this gentleman had read the above address 

and had been a prominent lie form leader. Considerable corres­

pondence passed between London and Toronto on Uio case but 

each time Bond lie ad refused to obey his orders. At iirst, 
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Glenelg pointod out, that civice Hidwoll had retired from 

political lifr, he? wae certainly vrtitiod tc the pc-it^n 

on account of hie ability am- character, however, in ouch 

succeeding respotch to London Pon.-l Lead ecs-id to -uV. come 

further exense for excluding bif well, althou.h he Lever 

failed to ad-nit this "lan'e ability end character vere, of the 

hi^hsst. It 1G very interesting to read th> exact v«'.rus <£ 

Lord Clenelg's despatch* (1) "Uy eatiaute of '•>• Bidvull's 

character n1 claims to advancement, to tLc b'.nob had b^cn 

derived chit-fly from your own despatches. It vr&a on no lower 

authority that I adopted the opinion that he was properly 

sligiLle for that distinction. You now inform *ae -hat you 

hex dram his- character rixh a 11. ht r.n.; feelinr ^nJt Ifou 

i-.id, however, acknowledged 3£r. Bldwell tc be a ,/v r.ile:ht»n cf 

jreat abilities, of tit- first c-'iint-r.̂e in his rx ofect-'on, and 

of irreproachable character. X knew, indeed, th\t be Lad 

formerly taken a very prominent part in oppcsilicn tc your 

own measures and those of your immediate predecessor. I had 

further been advised that Mr. Bidvell had entirely rrtiied 

from political life, confining himself to tha unties cf his 

profession, and had ceased to act with the party cf tl.ich he 

had formerly been a member. Cuch was my information when I 

instructed you, eventually, to offer to Ur. Sift̂ ell a seat 

(1) Head — A Narrative — Pages 348-3-4. 
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on the bench. I confess that it did not appear to me fit that, 

under i-uch < lrcunstancee, he should ba punioKrd by a pernanent 

an<f irreparable incapnclty for a promotion to which, on the 

grounds of private character, no objections could be raised, 

nnd to •••hlch, on the grounds of professional eminence, he 

had the hirhest possible title. It appeared to me dangerous, 

or rather impracticable, to <-overn the Province on the principle 

of a proscription of th* whole of one large body of the in­

habitants* You now indeed nrke t>-e additional statement that 

Mr. Bldwell was a nenber of v. revolutionary society called the 

•Provincial Convention'. Of this fact, T vae totally irnorant, 

until the receipt of the very despatch now under consideration. 

By a despatch from you of a still later date, namely the 22nd 

of Soptenber, it appears tlu-t *> letter, bearln - the date of 

th*» 3rd of *u^uct, and tho elrrnature of Mr. Bidw*ll, wae publish*-

ed at Toronto on the 20th of September, in which Mr. Bldwell 

expreeely declined to be a mercber of the,.t Society* Tn reporting 

thi«* fact, you assune that the date which the letter bears was 

purposely falsified} that Kr. Bldwell had heard of the inten­

tions in his favour, and h-nd published his letter ̂ ith a false 

date, in order to remove an objection which mi/ht have obstruct­

ed his advancement. On what authority this accusation is made, 

you have not explainedj and vrithout some puch explanation, I 

could not impute what would be, in effect, a wilful violation 
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of truth to a gentleman whose moral character is unlmpeached 

by his most decided political antagonists•M This quotation 

speaks louder than words, and is ano her example of Bone Head's 

duplicity. In their writings after the hebellion Jl* Baldwin, 

Bgerton Rjrerson and other prominent men have consistently 

uphold the character a..d honour of Mr. Bldwell* Why should 

Sir Francio have c.tooped to the lowest in accusing this nan 

of falsifying a letter, after he had continuously praised his 

integrity in numerous other despatches? To Lord Glenelg*e 

question in that regard he never replied or offered any ex­

planation. Baldwin, Bldwell, Holph, ltyerson, and a host of 

others, never spoke truer words, when they accused him oV 

prevarication and the tendency to nvade truth and candour* 

Lord Glenelg intimates that very accusation in this and his 

later despatches. He challenged Bond Head's tendency to be 

vindictive and accused him of governing by 'leans of one large 

body of inhabitants only (Tories). This group was given all 

the -ippointnente and to Glenelg's challenge Bond Head's answer 

wasi (1) "My Lord, among the various difficult duties which 

I am called upon to perfora, there 1B no one which required 

cooler ^udgnent than the impartial selection of individuals 

for officei the iuty Is at all times invidious, but there is 

no part of it more painful to my feelings tr*an the bad custom 

(1) Head — A, flarra,tive — Page ks96. 
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which exists of giving a description of the various individuals 

to her Ma^t*sty's Governnont; and I have often almost determined 

to recuost th.-tt, so loiv a« ccn̂ ii'ence be r«jpoe«d in -ne, my 

appoint it-nts 'my be con^ii^ed on the faith of ray recommendation*" 

Bond Ii3ad'e appoint'icnxo were certainly not impartial for, they 

were all lories surgestad by his Tory Executive* 

In the above quotation the Lieutenant-Governor nontioned 

tue c as torn of sub-iittlnr reco'amojv'atlone to London before 

appointments. Ke certainly <'id not auh*»re to that policy in 

his appoint-.rnt of .".ttrrney-G-pnrral Hageriran, Solicitor-General 

1,-raper emd ethers. Sir Francis, in these cases, simply sent 

hir sipr-ointr * nJ G to London after •* irat havjn£ announced them 

in -i. ufiua, ar.d asked Lord Glenelf to endorse hie choices. 

This gave thi Colonial Secretery no choice in the appointees 

whatsoever -,nd, nee Hess to say, Bond Head's audacity shocked 

him, for he suspected, and rl htly too, another 'batch' of 

Tory office-holders. Lord Glenelg- assented to all but Hugerioan 

and Draper whose appointments he* questioned, in that other men 

nore in line for the appointments had been passed over* Hager-

man's appointment wan also objected to by the H*esbyterian 

Church which had accused him of sponsoring only Anglican rights. 

Time -nd aj;ain, 5ttr Prancin remonstrated regarding the vith-

holdino of these ap^oint'nento and pointed to bis chagrin and 
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embarrassment because they had previously been announced in 

the Province but , the Colonial f-ecretary s t eadfas t ly refused 

to endorse them* 

X X X X X 

X X X X 

X X X 

X X 

X 
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Chapter IV 

Since the new appointee, f>ir Ceeu'&e Arthur, "id net 

arrive until March, 1838, Sir Franoia Bond Head wus present 

in Upper Canada during the so-called Uebellion, Wo bl-.ne 

for which he uust bear t'ue .nnjor aha^e. Any viso Governor 

could quite easily have prevented the puerile outbreak in 

Upper Canada but Bond Head deliberately allowed It to trap 

his Republican enemies. One would have thought that any 

Governor who was about to leave hie past asci£nnent rculd 

forgive and forget, but £ir Francis determined to the last 

to seek revenge on thoce who had helped brln^ about hin own 

recall* Durban, Sydenham, Peel, Miu others, neve oil con­

demned Bond Head's dastardly criae in deliberately trapping 

his enemies. 

The great >'jass of pooplt; who desired reforri v;ero ab­

solutely loyal to Britain as events of the Icobcllion Indicated* 

A enall nuraLor of liuaiculs uaior "Uui luadarr;hip cf FacKenzle 

were encouraged to rebel both by thfc outbreak of hostilities 

In Lower Canada and by the apparent laxity of officials in 

Upper Canada* The ease with which the rising was (suppressed 

confirms tha fact that it was very hastily planned *.-,nd that 
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it had v%ry few ardent adherents. Few of its men had any 

training at all, only a saall portion were armed and, ths 

majority cf those that banded together deserted, rather than 

resort to bloodshed. They had been led to think that a 

bloodless ccup d'etat could be effected. Just a few shots 

were fired and all wae over, but it was sufficient to bring 

condemnation, death and suffering to many ignorant partial-

pants, as well as persecution to loyal Heforriers throughout 

the Province who took no active part, but were sinrled out 

for punishment by the Tories simply because they had enter­

tained Reform principles* Thousands of loyal people left 

for the United States in disgust* A little foresight and 

planning on Bond Head's part could quite easily have 'nipped 

in the bud' this unfortunate incident* 

Bond Head's first accounts of the Hebellion to the Ho&te 

Office are clear-cut deceptions of the truth* He gave them 

the impression that the Insurrection In Upper Canada had been 

a complete surprise to him and that he was only able to quell 

it by calling out the militia after its outbreak* He sayst 

"Having yielded to the Lower Province her Majesty's troops, 

1 had nothing left to support me but a strict adherence to 

that aor'U rule which bids all nations, as well as all 

individuals, keep up a just distinction between their enemies 

and their friends.1* Certainly, Bond Head had nothing to support 
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him at the time for he purposely willed it so. When the 

regular troops had been despatched to Lower Canada why did 

not Sir Francis immediately call up some of the militia to 

protect Toronto and other places for he also had 4,000 stand 

of arras stored in the Toronto armoury* In later despatches, 

he boastsd about the hundreds of militia that flocked into 

Toronto in answer to his appsal after the Rebellion had broken 

out and he issued orders restraining other reinforcements 

from coming since their help was not needed and he feared 

lest Toronto be swamped with so vast an array of help* 

The Lieutenant-Governor knew all about the plans of the 

rebels and had been warned by several sources. When hostili­

ties broke out in Lower Canada, he himself said, "In consequen­

ce of the Rebellion, which had already broken out in Lower 

Canada, a corresponding Insurrection was naturally to be ex­

pected in the Upper Province*w The Governor received news of 

impending trouble from many reliable eources, but dismissing 

them lightly he refused to be prepared* (1) *0n October 31st 

Sir Francis turned down the offer of a volunteer company to 

guard the Government House, preferring to wait, as he expresssd 

it, till the lives or property of her Majesty's subjects should 

require defence." His own Attorney-General, Mr* Hagerman, also 

warned the Governor to no avail. But the reader will clearly 

(1) Lindeey — ffilliaat Lyon MacKenaie — Page 363. 
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understand the treachery of the Governor in his o^n language* 

(1) "Mr* MacKenzie was pursuing a lawless course cf conduct 

which I felt it T'ould be impolitic for ne to 4wrert ..... 

While these meetings were in continuance, Mr. LticKc-nsie, by 

means of his newspaper, and by constant personal Attendance, 

succeeded in inducing his adhercnto to believe th-it he was 

everywhere strongly supported, and that his r.eane, as ,,5Q11 as 

his forces, would prove invincible. I was not ignorant of 

these proceedings and in proportion as Mr. MacKenzie*s paper 

became more and more seditious, and in proportion as these 

armed meetings excited more and nore alarm, I WQ.& strongly and 

repeatedly called upon by the peaceable portion &f the commun­

ity forcibly to suppress both the one and the. other, 1 con­

sidered it better, however, under all circumstances, to await 

the outbreak, which I rae confident would be inpotont, inversely 

as it was previously opposedj in short, I conridored that, if 

an attack by the rebele wae inevitable, the nore T oncuraged 

them to consider me defenceless th<* better." In .UKtl^r part 

of hi© ffarrative Sir Francin penned these similar words* (2) 

"Mr* MacKenzie and hie party, finding that at ever;/ point they 

were defeated in a moral attack which thoy had nade upon the 

British constitution, next determined to excite thrdr deluted 

adherents to have recourse to physical strength. Bo in?, as 

(1) Head — A WugrftUVw — i'agss 32?-&-9. 
(2) ;bid — fagss 324-6. 
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ready to meet them on that ground ao 2 had been ready to meet 

them in a moral struggle, I f;avc then every por&ible ndvantage* 

I, in no way, availed myself of the immense resources of the 

British 'iriplrej on the contrary, T purposely i-iwiprcA from 

this Province the whole of our troops. I allowed Mr. MaeKenssie 

to write whatever he chose, say what hp chose, and <-"!o whatever 

he chose; and, without taking any notice of hla traitorous 

proceeding, I waited, with folded am«3, until he hn<\ collect­

ed his rebel forces and had actually comnenaed hie attack. I, 

then, as a solitary indivic'ucl, called upon tho militia of 

Upper Canada to defend me, and the result has b*en ^v I have 

stated." On page 331 of hie book, A narrativef Sir Francis 

aleo expressed himself thusi "Inste-ad of either try in,; to 

conciliate Mr. MacKenzie, or Take his fortune by a Government 

prosecution, I had better let him come rithln reach cf the law 

and th^n lnt it hang him. His le£o saved him frc" : Viv latter 

fate." 

The behr.vioue of Bond Itea<? Juet prior to cnt dui'lng the 

Artbellicn was ludicrous and die justing; to say th* let.ot* One 

of the noet detailed accounts of his blundering ie to he found 

in the book A Veteran of 1812 by Fitzgibbon. In thlv book 

Colonel Fitzgibbon relates hio nany uoelfis?.' efforts to have 

preparations "tade for r.n expected insurrection rnd he, himself, 

as Lead of the niliti-., tcok i-wsjiy precautions, even contrary to 
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the commands of Sir Francis* These precautions, at least, 

weakened many of the efforts of the rebels and may even have 

been said to have frustrated the success of the Jtebolllon, 

itself. Whenever the Governor was caught napping he boosted 

that his unpreparednass was a deliberate trap to ensnare the 

rebels* ;.'hen this decision was so severely criticised every­

where he again reversed his stand and denied hia diabolical 

intention* Dent gives us this interpretation of Bond Head*s 

prevaricationsJ (1) "The excuse of Sir Francis, vhen na 

suddenly found himself attacked by armed rebcla, was tv,at ha 

h<iJ all .alon^ foreseen and desired the Insurrection, and even 

pretended unconsciousness, In order to tempt an outbreak. In 

order tc avoid this imputation of negligence Sir Francis* 

vanity seeks refuge in the guilt of one of the "sost detestable 

practices of the moat unscrupulous tyranny. lie would load 

hiiaself with the crime of having trepanned a number of ignor­

ant and heated political opj;onents Into the guilt and peril 

of treason: of having £ivon f^cil'tios to crime in order 

that he mi;.ht find a pretext fcr punishment* Bat by taking 

the oreAlt of all this unreal villainy, Sir Francis only ac­

cumulates on his awn head an additional weight of fmbecility. 

The only palliation of such schema*, is to be found in the 

vigour and skill with which their success is ensured5 and if 

(1) Dent — fitroryJM Thfr tfoPffT ftfflJKUan, ̂ebe^ion. (Vol. 8) 
— Page 26. 
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S i r Francis ine ie to on having purposely brought the ^nsurree-

t i o n to a head, i t lo s t i l l > iort incutubeut on hist to ti.ow t h a t 

he hnd taken £ood care al&o to provide Lioaits of auj^i'ttbeing it* 

To provoke an insux*rectlon, ...vt n fo;* the j aiv^i.c of ci ashing 

h o s t i l e des igns , we regard as u t t e r l y un jus t i f i ab le uuaer any 

circumstances; t u t tc provoke one, leaving XL to tho chapter 

of Occidents whether i t c h a l l turn cut successfully *,*• no t , 

can hardly e n t i t l e a tovernucnt even to the i*pp.i-Gij--Aticn of the 

l o e t unscrupulous Tories*M 

Although Trent's content Lc-n t h a t 'Jena head vus c-uc,ht 

e n t i r e l y Ly surpr . se .'-au' tha t ru;;h OJ' iAe -'o ^tr/ior',- ^ofenae 

of Ms ac t ions was l a t e r concocted to cove.'- up his i n e r t n e s s , 

ye t t h i s theory i s n ' t e n t i r e l y Laid by a i l wr i te rs* ^incs 

the lovernor end h is as^oci *tes received ^Ai\i.iu^a frou. so whny 

q u a r t e r s , they ce r t a in ly .a^st have known trGable, was in the 

off lnf -*nd, the re fore , i t i s reo.ocnarilsi to twll^vti <-. ~t the s o -

ca l led t r a p se t for the rebe l s wuc to f.uue us^rse in n a t i o n a l . 

The reader io e n t i t l e d to h i s ovm o^iivon si.»ce tht ' l eap- f rog 1 

preva r i ca t ions of S i r f runcis are v t ry comuddd* 

The warninjs received by S i r Francis were leg ion , (1) 

Egerton Ityerson r e l a t e s t h a t he had v i s i t e r tl«s •.•o^rnor 

and Attorney-General Tiobincon four weeks JJI'J.0/ LO thy Insur­

r e c t i o n and had advised precautionary luthous u\'.ln& lo Hac-

(1) Hysrson — The Story Of My Life — Page 183* 

http://surpr.se
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Kenzle's activities. Bond Head knew all about these activities 

and numerous accounts of other witnesses are given in Fitz­

gibbon1 s book. Pamphlets and declarations, seditious in lan­

guage and published by the Radicals, were brought by lory sup­

porters to Toronto. The Government also knew about the Lower 

Canadian J:«ibelllon wMoh had broken out i.nd it had poor-session 

of letters of sympathy * Mch passed between the Up,, er Canadian 

Radicals and Papineau. Dven vhen all the troops were des­

patched to Lower Canada, piuny old officers advised Dir Francis 

that it was unwise and suggested leaving a snail force in 

Toronto. 

Because Sir Francis Bon:! Head was not a military nan of 

any standing or experience it is extreriely doubtful whether 

he could have extricated hideelf from the pit which he so 

persistently determined to dig for himself. If officers like 

Fitzgibbon had not taken precautions contrary to the Governor*s 

orders it is altogether likely that the rebels would have 

succeeded in taking the civy before the Covernor could have 

organized any resistance whatsoever. Thu city had been de­

nuded of all troops 5 no militia had been called and if '.Ur 

Francis had had his way the 4,000 stand of dr.'.-is uould have 

had no adequate guard nor uay of the city's approaches have 

been guarded. Everything would have been an easy ^rey to 

the rebels since a call for help to the militia would have 
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required several days for a suitable mustering of that force. 

As far back as the year 1834 Sir John Colborne and Fitz­

gibbon had discussed the taking of p*-ecautionary -neaeus'ss In 

oase of an uprising. Accordingly, Fitzgibbon had organlzsd 

and trained a corps of seventy young ra«n nany of whom were of 

great service during tho actual Insurrection. 

As soon as tidings of the uprising in Lower Canada reached 

Toronto, Fitaglbbon nnd other officers redoubled their efforts 

to arouse the Governor to the dangers at hand but still Sir 

Francis pursiied his narrow-minded and contradictory attitude. 

Sir John Colbcrne in I.cwer Canada had been told by Bond 

Head that he could epare all his Xlpppr Canadian troops for 

service in the Lower Province. As the last detachment of 

some thirty nen and a subaltern were about tc leave Upper 

Canada Colonel Fitzgibbon, Colonel Footer and others begged 

the Governor to keep them in the city as a nucleus for the 

militia to rally round but to no avail. This was tho answer 

given by the Oovemor, HNo, not a nan. The doini, so would des­

troy the whole morale of my policy5 If the militia cannot 

defend the Province, the sooner it Is lost the better." Then, 

on being asked permission to call up seine of the militia his 

answer was a decided ttHoM* The policy being pursued by Bond 

Head was exasperating to Colonel Fitzgibbon and othnr officers 

who were responsible for the defense of the Province* 
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At this tine there wap a eta^d of 4,000 email arms and 

amunltion stored in the ""srk̂ t buildings at Toronto. Pince 

this vould be a very likely prize for rebels to seise f>lr 

Francis was advised to Increase the guard over these from 

two constables to a rifle corps. This suggestion had been 

mads by the leading officer, Fitzgibbon, but had been flatly 

refused. However, Sir Francis asked for the offer ir writing. 

The next morning to the consternation of i.ictny, th« offer wae 

printed in the morning edition of the Toronto Patriot* The 

purpose of the Governor npver wae known but it could have 

been hie intention to allow the rebels to think he did not 

anticipate any Rebellion and BO seem unprotected. These sug­

gest ions and offers were entirely Ignored in his ^esj-rtches 

to the Colonial Office. 

The first Regiment of the City of Tcrente Militin had 

recently come under the ecTam&nd of Fitzgibbon. In this 

regiment- he found <Dany vacancies and accordingly hr rubmitted 

to the Governor a list of candidates for the vacant commis­

sions* Bond Head declined positively to <?o anything until 

the following summer much to the disgust of the petitioner* 

The latter who was e veteran of the War cf 1812-14 had lived 

in York (Toronto) for over twenty years and knew t*-o place, 

its inhabitants and its problems thoroughly, yet Henri Head, a 

comparative stranger and newcower, refused the advice of such 

military men. 



BO 

Realizing that little could be accomplished by appealing 

again to the "pig-headed" Governor Fitzgibbon took it upon 

himself to warn the heads of all loyal families to be ready 

for any emergency upon the ringing of the college bells* It 

was now definitely known that the rebels were drilling in 

places north of Toronto* However, the hebellion broke out, 

the college bells rang, before half of the above-mentioned 

had been warned. In later years Chief Justice Kobineon wrote 

a lstter to Fitzgibbon acknowledging the fact that the latter*s 

precautionary steps, taken against the Governor's wiehes, had 

actually saved the city from the rebels* 

About this same time quite reliable Informers appeared 

before the Governor and hie Council relating stories of men 

drilling north of Toronto. Hon. Wm. Allan implored Sir 

Francis and his colleagues to prepare a defence without delay. 

The suggestion that every half-pay officer and dischargsd 

soldier in the city should be placed in the garrieon Pimply 

elicited the following asinine answer from Sir Francis• "What 

would the people of England say were we thus to arm"? And, 

besides, were we to pass the militia by, they weald feel them­

selves insulted." The above-mentioned discussions took place 

on Saturday and it was not until the following Monday that 

Fitzgibbon was called Into the presence of the Governor* The 

former was appointed Adjutant-General and given orders to 
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inform the zullitia throughout the province to be on the alert 

in case of an outbreak. The order went to the Queen's printer 

the B&nie day but it was cf little uee as the flrr.t outbreak 

occurred on the evenin:- cf thnt very Cay, T-octv :ber 4th. 

That evening the Rebels captured cr^e of Col. Fitzgibbon*s 

scouts on the northern limits of the city. •*. Fr. rv.v.eli escap­

ed by shooting one of the- r.cbol leaders one? nsde hit- way into 

the city ano rang th? college bslls. Tir Franc; c. rai£ no atten­

tion to the bells an«i it was not till Fitzgibbon and Powell 

aroused him from sleop that he began to shew oomo n.rixioty* 

Crowds cf panic-stricken citizens rurhrd to th.o .larkot-placs 

and all night was spent in arming those and creating sone sort 

•of an orderly refensive force. The ItebeJs, alnr-j-d at the loss 

of a leader apparently retreated tc Kontgo-iery'e T.̂ vr-rn but 

had they follorpd their oTirlnnl ulan of attacking the city that 

ni.;ht there is very little doubt but what they ooair h .ve 

taken it easily. 

Kgerton 7Tynrson, in writ in <; tc M B brother, cirr.cribed 

the confusion and commotion thr.t reigned everywhere cic he 

went to the rtarket-place In the .niddle cf the nl -ht -.fter the 

alarm had been given. He saw the Governor vith a double-

barrelled gun in his hand, another leaning against hie breast, 

and a brace of pistols In his loatharn bolt. l?'r Francis, even 

In a crisis, never missed an opportunity to play the ;:art of a 

"showman"* 
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By sunrise en Tuesday, December 6th., the men who had 

ceae in response t© the alarn were lined up in platoons en 

the :iarkot square. Scouts were sent out and th=»y reported 

that the liebels had retreated to Montgomery's Tnvern and were 

fortifying the place. Fitzgibbon and othor officers advised 

Sir Prtuicis to attack then at once before thr* fortifying 

could be completed and before further reinfercertants reached 

them. By so doing the Rebels would be easily dispersed and 

unnecessary bloodshed be avoided. The Governor adanantly 

refused, sayin_, "No, sir, I will not fight them en their 

ground; they nuct fight ne on mine.H It's difficult to con­

jecture what -ir Francis meant here for if the Rebels had in­

vaded the city, burning and pillaging as they went it would 

have been very difficult to cope with the situation. 

T: recite another Incident in this Mcornedy of errors1* 

the Covernor, on being advised by his officers that the ap­

proaches to the city should have pickets stationed there 

that nit.ht, lest the envny attempt the use of their moot 

powerful weapon, incendiarism, eowmandf.d that no such precau­

tion should be taken. However, contrary to orders, Fitagibben 

placed pickets at the most significant places. Early that 

evening one picket under Sheriff Jnrvis drove off a group of 

Rebels bent on incendiarism* 
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By Wednesday groups of militia began to peur into the 

city from outside points. No provision whatsoever had been 

made for xhem and the populace feared a famine If tin- drain 

on food supplies continued. For thnt reason and others, again 

the Governor was advised to attack the Rebels but he still 

refused* 

Confusion wae added to confuclon on YJednasday, December 

6th*, when Sir Francis appointed Colonel MacKab who had ^ust 

arrived from Hamilton as commander-in-chief. llacWab was a 

very young nan at that time with little military experience. 

Everyone in the city looked to the tried and experienced Fitz­

gibbon holding, the position of Adjutant-General, as the only 

one suitable for the position* This turn of events caused such 

consternation and confusion that a delegation of the city's 

leading «aen waited on Sir Francis in his bedroom early Thurs­

day morning* They persuaded hin to allow Fitzgibbon to con­

tinue as commander-in-chief. The Governor also agreed to 

attack the hebela that day, liecenber 7th. 

After much confusion, Sir Francis rode **t tae head of a 

long procession, and waving to onlookers, he headed towards 

Montgomery*s Tavern. The shox't-lived skirmish «oon <snued the 

Hebellion and Bond Head, coming up from the rear, gave orders 

to burn Montgomery's Tavern. h> also, against the wishes of 

Fitzgibbon and others, commanded that the home of Gibson, a 
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rebel leader, be burned* This order he denied in his later 

writings after he had been adversely criticised. His des­

patch to Lord Glenelg on thiB incident merely stated that 

the troops had Ourned the residence In reprisal, not that 

he had specifically ordered it. The Governor pardoned many 

of the rebels on the apot but some were rearrested later* 

Hundreds of victims lanjuishrd in flails for long periods. A 

wholesale persecution of liefora sympathizers began and 

thousands moved to the United States. Sir Francis Hincks, 

later a very distinguished Canadian made a trip to Iowa to 

arrange for lands for migrating Reformers. 

Thus, from these few incidents recorded from a multitude 

of blunders, the reader can quite easily visualise what a 

ludicrous role &ir Francis played during the actual Insurrec­

tion* He seemed wholly void of discretion and confusion 

reigned wherever he was present. But for the good judgment 

of some of his leaders, events more dire in nature, might 

have transpired. The Governor's actions constitute a con­

tinuous record of folly unacted to the extreme degree* 

Mention must be uade of the expatriation of Bldwell* 

This was the gentleman vhom Bond Head refused to elevate to 

ths bench ana tLls refusal waB partly the cause of Bond Head's 

recall. At fcont gentry's Tavern wae found a banner bearing ths 

words$ "Bidwsll and the Glorious Minority, 1837, and a Good 
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Beginning." It was simply an old election banner with the 

figure Mtwew replaced by a "ssven". However, this seemed to 

implicate Bldwell in the Rebellion and the Governor seised 

Bldwell's letters and called upon that gentleman for an ex­

planation* Bldwell protested his innocence but Sir Francis 

advised him to leave the country as he said it would be out 

of his power to protect him. Bldwell was handed his letters 

unopened after he had sat down and penned a letter promising 

to leave the Province forever. This seemed to Bond Head a 

real triumph for he was able to write Glenelg that the mxn he 

had refused to elevate to the bench had fled the country as a 

traitor* This momentary revenge by the Governor upon one of 

his worst opponents acted like a boomerang. Some of the 

most brilliant Canadians rose in defence of Bldwell. Among 

these were Byerson, Baldwin, and Hincks* It was proven beyond 

all doubt that Bldwell's character was unimpaired ana that he 

had had no part in the Hebellion. Bldwell rose to the highest 

place at the bar in New York. On several occasions prominent 

Canadians tried to persuade him to return and accept office 

in Canada. Even Baldwin and Sir John A. Macbonald failed in 

their attempts. Canada lost one of its most brilliant minds 

due to the machinations of Bond Head. Bldwell'a banishment 

oreated tremendous e«citement in the Province, especially after 

the letter of Egerton Ryerson appeared in his defense* Ths 
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•Atire account is too det&* tied to £;ive here and the reader 

woulti do well to consult Dent (1)* 

This iiebellicn that iit'ht have been entirely averted by 

a w^se Governor dia not stop at l/iontgciery's Tavern* Escaped 

rebels and certain United States sympathizer© made attacks at 

various border points. The authorities on either side of the 

line were lax in suppressing these activities. 

However, l̂ t uc txanine the details of the one that al­

most c.iuaed war between the IJnited States and Canada — the 

destruction of the African phip, the Caroline. MacKenzie, 

with ox-htr rebels and United States sympathizers, occupied 

Navy Island, on the Ct-aadlan side just above Niagara Falls. 

Bona heat's immediately s^nt Colonel VcNab with a strong force 

to the EJ.ot and ^leo n̂ pc-ared on thp scene himself. The 

Governor took complete charge '•:«' gave orders that no attack 

should b*, <tade on the Island unices the rebels attempted to 

lajxd on the shore. Hie officers protested in vain against 

the. delay in not assaJling the Island at once. This vigil went 

on for nany days and f-<ll the time the rebels were bringing in 

supplies from the African shore with a ship called the Caroline* 

Finally LcHab under Tone! Head's supervision .'ave orders to 

destroy her wherever nhe ?iight be found. A picked group of 

militia boarded the Caroline as she was tied up on the American 

(1) Dent — afeory Yf The, .Vpper Canad^ iftbsĵ jtofc (MkiJS) 
— Page 169* 
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shore, set her on fire and allowed her to drift towards the 

Falls* In the encounter, at least one American was killed. 

This incident so strained relations between Great Britain 

and the United States that war seemed Inevitable for a time. 

At a later period Prime Minister Peel sent a letter of 

apology to the United States. This is what Dent says about 

ths Caroline incidents (1) MAs previously Intimated in 

ths text. Sir Francis Head signified his official approval 

of the cutting-out of the Caroline. He did so in the most 

unequivocal language, and with the least possible delay. He 

does not seem to have ever altered his opinion as to the wis­

dom of the enterprise. In The Emigrant. Chapter X, published 

long years aftsrwards, he refers to 'this act of calm Justice 

and cool vengeance' — i.e., the destruction of the Caroline — 

as having 'produced febrifugal results highly beneficial'* 

He addsi 'It struck terror into those who, with bands and 

banners, were marching from all directions to invade us; and 

by thus inducing them to halt, the United States Government 

vers not only obliged, but were enabled to exert themselves'• 

This is a characteristic speciaan of Sir Francis' rhetoric, 

and was esrtainly not borne out by the facts. The truth, in­

deed, could not well have been more perversely misrepresented. 

Actually, It Is very difficult to say whether Sir Francis 

(1) Dent — jftory Of The Uppe,r Qanadftan, Rebe^on (Vol,* 2) 
— Page 221* 
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Head endangered the safety of the Province more by the back­

wardness he exhibited in grappling with dangers over which 

he ourrht to have triumphed immediately, or oy the rashness 

with which he threw himself upon yet more formidable perils 

which he had no occasion to encounter at all. He represents 

Upper Canada, in fact, as having been in great danger till 

the affair of the Caroline, but as having been saved by that 

bold, just and necessary exploit. We maintain, on the contrary, 

that there was not the slightest danger till the destruction 

of the Caroline; th«?t there was no necessity for that act, 

and that it could not have taken place had Sir Francis, at 

the outset, done his duty in crushing the invasion: that 

that act, in truth, created a k the danger which ever did exist**1 

After the cutting-out of the Caroline MacKenzie and hie 

adherents kept increasing until there were some four hundred 

and fifty. Still, Sir Francis and hie men — some two thousand, 

five hundred — failed to attack the Island. Sir John Colborne, 

as Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty's forces in Worth America, 

had become disgusted at the inactivity of Sir Francis Head, 

and at the continued occupation of Canadian territory by a 

band of vagabonds. Colborne despatched a group of men and 

heavy artillery to the spot and, in a short time, the insur­

gents fled to the United States shore where the leaders were 

arrested* This happened two weeks after the Caroline incident 
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and, counting the two weeks idleness prior to the incident, 

ths forces of Sir Francis remained practically inactive on 

the shore opposite Navy Island for an entire month* 

For his conduct during ths Hebellion Sir Francis drew 

upon himself the severest criticism from the British Parlia­

ment, the Press, and a host of other notable sources. In 

the British House of Commons, Sir Hobert Peel in censuring the 

Governor's act of denuding the Province of troops said, "It 

was the duty of the government to have prepared such a 

military force in the Colony as to have discouraged the ex­

citers of the Insurrection from pursuing the course they did." 

That certainly indicted Sir Francis for his part, but let us 

also consider the words of Lord Durham,which are as followss 

(1) "Even if I were convinced that a large proportion of the 

population would, under any oircumstancss, nave lent themselves 

to hie (MacKenzie) projects, I should be inclined to attribute 

such a disposition merely to the irritation produced by those 

temporary causes of dissatisfaction with the government of the 

province which 1 have specified, and not to any settled design 

on the part of any great number, either to subvert existing 

institutions, or to change their present connection with Great 

Britain for a junction with the United states. I am inclined 

to view the Insurrectionary movements, which did take place, 

(1) I»ueae — Lord Durham's Report (XftAn ,3> — **agee 164-5-6. 
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as Indisativs of no dssp-rooted dissatisfaction, and to bellovs 

that almost the entire body of Heformers of this Province 

sought only by constitutional means to obtain those objects 

for which they had so long peaceably struggled before the un­

happy troubles occasioned by tho violence of a few unprincipled 

adventurers and heated enthusiasts* 

"The causes of dissatisfaction continue to act on the 

minds of the Reformers; and cheir hope of redress, under the 

present order of things has been seriously diminished. The 

exasperation caused by the conflict itself, the suspicions and 

terrors of that trying period, and the use made b^ the triumph­

ant party of the power thrown into their hands, have heightened 

the passions which existed before. It certainly appeared too 

much, as if the Rebellion had been purposely invited by the 

Government, and the unfortunate men who took part in it, delib­

erately drawn into a trap by those who subsequently inflicted 

so severe a punishment on them for their error. It seemed too, 

as if the dominant party made use of the occasion afforded it, 

by the real guilt of a few desperate and Imprudent men, in 

order to persecute or disable the whole body of their political 

opponents* A great number of perfectly innocent individuals 

were thrown into prison, and suffered in person, property and 

character* The whole body of Hefomaera were outvoted to eus-

picisn, and to harassing proceedings instituted by magistrates, 



81 

whose political leanings were notoriously adverse to them. 

Severe laws were passed, under colour of which individuals 

very generally esteemed, were punished without any form of 

trial* 

"Two persons who suffsred the extreme penalty of the 

law unfortunately engaged a great share of the public sym­

pathy* The rest of the prisoners were detained in confine­

ment a considerable time* A large number of the subordinate 

actors in the Insurrection was severely punished. It was 

not until the month of October last, that the whole of the 

prisoners were disposed of, and a partial amnesty proclained, 

which enabled the large numbers who had fled the country, 

and so long, and at such imminent hazard, hung on Its fron­

tiers, to return in security to their homes.H 

When Sir Francis Bond Head returned to England he found 

himself a creature scorned by Parliament and society alike. 

He received a deliberate rebuke for his haughty and officious 

manner from the Sovereign herself. As the actual facts of 

ths Rebellion began to leak out In England, so, in like propor­

tion, fell the reputation of that haughty nobleman* He en­

deavoured to retrieve this by later contradictory statements, 

so characteristic of him, when he got Into a 'tight spot'* 

Lindsay sketches his attempt as followsi (1) "In his vice-

CD JLindsey — y^ll^i.Ly.qh, flaflifcns.fte,, — Page 365. 



92 

regal speech on the opening of the third session of the 13th 

Parli'Acient of Upper Canada on December 28th, 1837, Sir Francis 

said, as he states in his Narrative. 'I considered that, if 

an attack by the rebels was inevitable, the more 1 encouraged 

them to consider me defenceless the better,' and in the same 

work he boaetingly reports* 'I purposely dismissed from ths 

Province the whole of our troops.' But w]ien this extra­

ordinary conduct on the part of the Lieutenant-Governor had 

been severely censured, both in Parliament and by the press, 

he denied that he had sent away the troops. 'Many people,' he 

says in Ths Emigrant, 'have blamed, and I believe still blame 

me for having, as they say, sent the troops out of the Provin­

ce. I, however, did no such thing*' He then proceeds to 

throw on Sir John Colborne the blame of an act, for which, 

before he had discovered that it was improper, he had eagerly 

claised all the credit." These quotations and nany others, 

reveal the Governor's aversion for sticking to tho truth at 

all times* Durham, Glenelg, Sydenham, Hyerson, the Keformers, 

and others all ascribed to that fact and any reader who con­

scientiously plies through the Narrative can find it full of 

misrepresentations, contradictions and misstatements* Yet 

this was the man, that was so hastily and thoughtlessly chosen 

by the British Colonial Office to be sent to Upper Canada at a 

time of acute crisis* His tenure of office aggravated an al-
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ready serious state of affairs and precipitated a needless 

Rebellion involving lose of life and hardship to thousands. 

Sir Francis Bond Head*© attitude toward th«s Colonial 

Office was one of arrogant hau-htiness, steadily increasing 

in tempo, until, at his •Usmirsal, he descended upon that 

department with all the undisguised verbal ̂ uoto of >/iiioh he 

was capable. Purine hie tenure of office, he not only free­

ly criticized his own orders from London, but, at last, 

refused to obey them. Transgressing all proper decorum he 

saw fit to write Downing Street on its conduct ox" affairs In 

New Bmnewiek and Lower Canada; he found fault i xth various 

Colonial appointments entirely outside Upper Canada} he ad­

vised the reorganization of the Colonial l-ffice and suggest-

sd ousting certain of its personnel and he sedately challenged 

the Ho^e Government to 'houaeclean' itself by eradicating 

Republican principles th«t had gradually seeped within its 

pale. Returning to England he ras looked upon as a 'political 

monstrosity' and his wild tirades uadc him tho 'laughing stock' 

of ths English political circles. Hoot of our general texts 

to-day contain little of Bond Head's activities for Snglish-

ment are ashamed of hi*? work and well, indeed, they mi,, ht be* 

Before going on to some of his remarks about t>he Colonial 

Office and its personnel, let us glance at his tirade a^iinst 

Lord Durham. This quotation is another oypicdl exa^Ae of his 
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perversion, for therein, he seeks to justify the very Rebel­

lion he wilfully perpetrated. (1) °After rebellion had actual­

ly burst out, and after British institutions had been desper­

ately attacked, tney have ssen the Ministers of their Sovereign, 

deaf to recommendations in favour of colonists who had risked 

their lives, and had shed their blood in defence of the Ktipire; 

while, on the other hand, they have seen the Government, by 

ingenious sophistry, screen from vengeance of the law the 

pirates and traitors who had been brought to justice. They 

have seen the British flag most grossly insulted — they have 

sesn the British territory repeatedly invaded — the Queen*s 

subjects robbed, murdered, mutilated, without adequate repara­

tion being obtained or even demanded from the American Govern­

ment} and lastly, they have seen a Governor-General (Durham) 

of the British North American Colonies not only Impugn to her 

Majesty the conduct of his predecessor, of the Legislative 

and Executive Councils, of the House of Assembly, of the public 

authorities, but before the whole world they have seen him 

appeal from the Castle of Quebec to the people of British 

North America, against her Majesty's dslegated authority, 

against the conduct of the Queen's Ministers, against the 

measures of the Imperial Government} and, after all this, and 

after having without permission abandoned his post, they have 

(1) Head — A Narrative — Page 523. 
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Been this servant of the public assume his seat in the House 

of Lords which he had reviled, and sit there ni*ht after 

night for two months rithout a single Minister of the Crown 

venturing to stand up to arraign his Lordship before the 

country or to offer on© word in defence of the Queen's 

MinLstere*rt The reader rill obviously agree thiVt no comment 

on the above is nocassary for the facts of history have 

justified Durham's cause to the rorld. 

The Lieutenant-Governor's chief 'bone of rumtemticn' with 

the Colonial Office was his antipathy for the letter's Republi­

can leanings. He wrote Lord Glenelg aB follows* (1) **I res­

pectfully informed your Lordship, that, in my hurable opinion, 

the whole blame of the dissensions which exist in the Canadas 

rests neither Ujion the surface of the country, nor uoon the 

measures which, under successive administrations, havt; hoen 

unremittingly applied by the Colonial Office. 

•*My Lord, there exists In this country no p< rsonul feeling 

again&t your Lordship, but the loyal British population of the 

Canadas loudly complain there exists in the Colonial '̂ epartraent, 

an invisible overruling influence \»hioh either favours the intro­

duction of Republican principles as proouctivs, In 'hnory 'of 

the greatest happiness to th*» greatest nunfcu-r', or J. clln*, under 

the mistaken persuasion that democracy muet inevitably prevail 

(!) Head — ft .MarraUY.e. — p'^e 2 0 0' 
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over this Continent, deems it politic to clear the way. for 

its introduction, rather than atte.'Tpt to oppose Its progress} 

in short, it has for many years been generally btilieved, that, 

however loyal may be the head of the Colonial Department, its 

heart is in favour of republican Institutions*" When Lord 

Glenelg replied to this charge by stating that he chose to 

leave the cupstion to the Lieutenant-Governor's aore calm and 

deliberate judgment, Sir Francis Bond Head then aaae a direct 

attack upon the Colonial Secretary's personal character in spite 

of the fact that he had written in the previous quotation the 

following» "My Lord, there exists in this country no personal 

feeling against your Lordship." The quotation co follow appear­

ed in a Montreal Tory newspaper and in quoting it Sir Francis 

said, wTo this opinion, which is infinitely More aoly expresssd 

than my own, T subscribe." (1) "\ e do not desire, as we have 

never wished, to screen Lord Glenelg, as the ho arc. of that branch 

of the Government, from censure or blame for the entire absence, 

or at least neglect, of those qualities which go tv the forma-

tlcn of an efficient minister of the Crown in hio e.i-t *;:i.al ephsrs 

of duty? but we may express our regret that a person, so estim­

able In private life, should have been seduced from tha quiet 

tenor ©f his way, to accept office in a department, in which the 

nort laborious assiduity and the most resolute firmness of de­

cision were essentially necessary -- qualities, in whie:* ale Lord­

ship could not but have felt his incompetency." 

(1) Head — A flfyrrat4ye — Page 373. 
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Dent gives us a very vivid description of the receptions given 

Sir Francis both by Glenelg and Lord Melbourne when he returned 

to England. The former was very cool and complaisant with the 

Lieutenant-Governor and did not recede an iota from hie position 

assumed at the time of xiond head's dismissal. Accordingly, Sir 

Francis haughtily approached the .Prime lu'inister, Lord Melbourne, 

with his case. Tho latter listened to all thy former C.overnor 

had to say, while at the ea.ie time attending to soiae other 

duties. At thft end, Melbourne turned abruptly \,o Sir Francis 

and said, "But you're such a damneu odd fellow.** That ended 

the interview and Lord Melbourne refused Bond Head the permis­

sion to publish his dsspatches. Later when hurham's Report had 

come out, in which the former Oovernor had been aoverely repri­

manded Sir Francis retaliated with tne publication of his ffarra-

tlvs. Whatever credit for discretion Sir Francis fti^ht previous­

ly have enjoyed was more than effaced oy the indiscretion of this 

work. The book, itself, stands as an unconscious revelation of 

superficiality, short-sightedness, and indiscretion. 

Thus iiir I'rancis Bond Head left the shores of north America 

venting his nwer-ending verbal wrath upon all his enemies, legion 

in number. Few were sorry to see him depart, but thousands remem­

bered the untold woe and wardship that his regime engendered in 

such a short period* 

(1) Dent — The lKory of the Uuuer Catalan ^sballlon (Vol. 2) 
— Page 242. 
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ffhap.ter, „ Y 

COHPnMSD BY HIS PESRS 

The indictment of Sir Francia Bond Head, in that he was 

responsible to a large degree, for the Upper Canadian Hebel­

lion of 1837, has been corroborated time nnd again by the 

statements of prominent Canadian *nd British statesmen of 

that period. In the focue of history almost all writers up 

to the present time, have without exception also condemned the 

regime of Bond Head. Kven his own writings, the narrative and 

the Emigrant, reveal the man SR a prevaricator and opportunist 

endeavouring, in vain, to evade much of the culpab511ty for his 

misdeeds in writings full of misstatement, misrepresentation, 

and accounts contrary to fact. 

The Lieutenant- Governor was a man most uneui+ed to be 

leader of the Province, especially during a period of oriels. 

He wae entirely lacking in wisdom, tact and judgment and his 

haughty, affectatioue manner was both ludicrous ond obnoxious 

to the average citizen of Upper Canada* Not only did Bond 

Head niienate the masses in Upper Canada, but he was afterwards 

regarded in English political cricles as somewhat of an eccen­

tric with whom one disastrous experiment wae sufficient. 

Head did not stay in Cnnafla for the usual four-year term 

of office as hie recall cut that short. Had not communications 
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and travel been so backward in those days it Is doubtful if 

his stay in Upper Canada would have been as long as it was* 

As soon as the British Government realized hie bungling tactics 

his recall was put into effect at once. Such disastrous 

episodes as the dismissal of the Executive Council, the stop­

page of supplies, the hangings of Lount and Matthews, and ths 

destruction of the Caroline might have been 'nipped in the bud1 

had news been able to reach England more quickly for the British 

Government subsequently condemned all these misdeeds* Hot only 

did Bond Head leave behind a state of chaos in Upper Canada, 

but he brought her to the very brink of war with the United 

States, the averting of which must be credited to the diplomacy 

of Durham and Peel who both publicly apologized to that country* 

There can be no doubt to the student of history that Sir 

Francis was almost entirely lacking in that training which 

would enable him to fulfil the duties of Governor* On his very 

first appearance before the Assembly he read his despatches 

verbatim, thus embarrassing both the British Government and the 

Commissioners in British tforth America. Such unorthodox bungl­

ing was characteristic of his entire term of office* He nevBT 

admitted hie mistakes nor did he seek advice from those who 

might have helped him. Bond Head pursued a course characterized 

by dictatorial indiscretion and even for years afterwards, he kept 

writing articles endeavouring to uphold his past behavious", in 

spite of the fact that the 'errors of his way' had been condemned 

by ths Empire's moet brilliant statesmen* 
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His short stay in Upper Canada only 'lit the torch' to 

ignite a situation already precarious. Bond Head's activities 

goaded and deliberately led men into a Hebellion, the blame 

for which he must assume a major share. 

On leaving the shores of England, Sir Francis was given 

a copy of the Report On Grievances with instructions to peruse 

it carefully and follow recommendations based upon its contents. 

Glenelg also advised him to co-operate closely with the Com­

missioners who were then in Canada, ^either of these instruc­

tions did he follow} the Report On Grievances was never opened 

and Bend Head wrote In hie despatches that he and the Commis­

sioners were diametrically opposed and going in opposite direc­

tions* The despatches from the Colonial Office sent first to 

Hew Brunswick and then to the other colonies were likewise 

ignored* Sir Francis, In replying to the latter, said he re­

fused to Institute its recommendations as long as he hold ths 

Lieutenant-Governorship of the Province. 

Since Sir John Colborne, his predecessor, had been removed 

from office partly because he refused to conciliate the Heform 

group, the new Governor had been cautioned, on leaving England, 

that he was to remain free from party affiliations and to take 

no part in elections. Both of these recommendations he flouted, 

as the preceding chapters have related. Ho one will deny that 

ths Governor's actss dismissing his Executive Council and 
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crippling the Province by the stoppage of money bills and, 

without the advice of the British Parliament, -- were un­

precedented and brought consternation and despair to all 

who desired reform. To even criticise the aete of tht* Gover­

nor or to suggest reform \;at> to be relegated -co the category 

of treason and rebellion and wholesale dismissals from office 

wsrs the punishments meted out to many prominent Jleformers 

like Baldwin, Hidout and Bidwell who criticized Bono Head in 

addresses. In his pre-election opeeches Sir Francis openly 

declared that the Heformers' aim was nothing, more or less, 

than to seize the governr/.-ant un6 probably join the United 

States* This waa a terrible accusation to thousands of loyal 

Canadians, to whom the thou, ht of rebellion had never occurr­

ed* It was useless to petition about abuses to the Colonial 

Office through the medium of tL«v Provincial ^ovenvomt, becauss, 

as the preceding chapters have pointed out, Sir Francis Bond 

Head's despatches were a conglomeration of deletions &n& mis­

representations* The immediate cause of his dismissal was 

his failure to give an accurate account of tho Kidout cane in 

despatches to Loudon* The inevitable aequcjico wa& der.pair, 

with the result that saner wince withdrew from active partid* 

pation in affairs of government or loft to live in the United 

States Wiiile a email minority of li&alcal thinkers began to foster 

rebellious action* 
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Some of the most disgraceful acts of any Colonial Gover­

nor must be attributed to the regime of Sir Francis Bond Head. 

His deliberate plan to trap his enemies in a rebellious enter­

prise is almost without precedent in British colonial history. 

The desire for revenge upon his opponents seeded relentless. 

When he M d disgraced and baniyhed that illu@triou.et Canadian 

citizen, Bldwell, he exultln^ly referred to Bidwell'd down­

fall in despatches to London, saying, *Aud this vas the wan 

you would have had me create a judge." Hot only did L<s harass 

his opponents but, with his connivance, the Reformers were 

maltreated onevery side by his Tory followers. 

That the actual Insurrection could quite easily have been 

prevented by tho Governor' taking the necessary procautions 

to suppress it, noeds little argument. Peel, Durham, and others 

have corroborated that fac$, having said that if Bond head had 

suppressed initial rebellious factions and hud had sufficient 

troops called up, there vtould have been no Hebellion. No great 

array of force, either,would have been necessary to deter the 

very email group that congregated at Montgomery's Tavern. £ven 

they planned a bloodless coup d'etat aa no opposition waa in 

sight* In all probability, thoy would not tcven UKV«.J mustered 

had any sizeable force been nainta.'ned. Ac it was, vith their 

few members and their inexperience, they coula quite easily 

have taken the city if the plane of Sir Francis had been 

mailto:illu@triou.et
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followed rather than the surreptitious plane of a f»:w of his 

efficient officers who flouted hie orders. I,\.t riu.' h comment 

is necessary on the < overnor's actions ^urint tin < cti>?*l 

Rebellion for it was pitifully ludicrous and a 'ccreciy of 

errors', to eay the least. H:'P orders, his ap;ai'tnt non­

chalance, hie lacK of :-refers tory methods rmd his affeotutious 

maimer left everything about him in an utter state tf con­

fusion and his officers in the throes of exas> vrai icn. Im­

mediately following thr put-rile victory at KoiJ< t;c aery's tavern, 

his chief officer, Fitzgibbon, resigned in disgust* 

Head's name has ̂ one •'<Qr;r, in history --\o K\w ;^akest and 

most inefficient of any of tho Governors ever o^nt '.o the 

British North American colonies nov e->npr inin%J 'Ml:* UomLnion. 

His guilt, in respect to thp fiasco of 1837, hae b'.-un unalter­

ably established. His political career ended t. 1th ,-. rebuke 

by his own Prime minister and his Covert'ign, kue(-u Victoria* 

But x'or tne wiedom of Vnrhsr, thf prompt .tot4, r. • f *"' •-. I other 

Country and the tolerance of *,ho oppressed. Upper CtJUcum, as 

well as other Provinoes, mi^ht have been forever loat to the 

Empire* 

X X X X 
X X X 
X X 
X 
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3fl j^gsc^OT 

AT THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA, OTTAWA* 

PUflUAll'S PAPî iS — 42 bound volumes of .uanuecripts and 
4 bundles of addressee* These were selected from the manu­
scripts at Laabton Castle on account of iheir importance 
for Canadian History and generouely donated to the Canadian 
Archives by the irhird uarl of Durham, some in 190? and the 
remainder in 1923. A full description of these manuscripts 
may be found in £r. William Smith's excellent calendar of 
the same in the Canadian Archives Report for 1983* 

G. S5HIKS — The original despatches from the Colonial 
Office to the Governor-General (17&7—1&G7), together with 
letter-books, entry-books, drafts, etc*? 221 numbered vol­
umes vith parts bound separately. 

lilACKJbHZIiii'S riilVA'XE LETIAhS (1*39—14*$*) — These are 
now bound in three volumes and were largely written in exile* 
The author wrote on a great variety of topics* Several 
letters severely criticized the Family Compact and Papineau* 
Volume III contains the most material relative to the thesis 
in hand* 

Q. 8BRIB3 — Correspondence of the Governors, Lieutenant-
Governors and others with the Colonial Office to 1&41* (Tran­
scripts from the Public Record Office, London) There are 431 
numbered volumes of these manuscripts, many of wmch volumes 
are in several parts, each of which is bound separately. An 
essential source for any thorough historical work in the 
period* 

RQLPH'S iqsCKLLANBOUE LHTTKRS AND PAPKK8 — A series of 
letters and manuscripts written by Dr. ixolph of Toronto are 
now bound In two volumes at the Public Archives of Canada, 
Ottawa* Many of them were written in exile following the 
Rebellion of 1837. They contain fine and scholarly criticisms 
of ths faulty working of the British colonial government in 
Upper Canada. Dr. Holph, in several of these records, defended 
Mackenzie against some of his bitterest critics* 
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3.TAT13 300K3 <,P' U??':U CAILfflA — 12 voluuos. (lT5nutss of 
the Executive Council of Upper Canada) 

UPPER CANADA SUNDRIES — Miscellaneous correspondence 
received at the office of the Lieutenant-Governor* Several 
hundreds of bundles, dated but not numbered* 

Iff fffflff 
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English newspapsrs of the period, especially The Broek-
ville Recorder, Cobourg Star, Colonial Advocate, Constitution, 
Montreal Herald, Toronto Correspondent and Advocate, Toronto 
Examiner, Toronto Mirror, Toronto Patriot and The Vindicator* 

This was a great period for pamphleteering. Two signifi­
cant ones are listed belows 

Fitzgibbon, Colonel (sic), AJT APPEAL TO THS PEOPLE OF THE 
LATI'j FI&V1MCB OF UPPER CANADA. Montreal, Lowell and ttllson, 
1847, p* «6. 

Although this is an appeal by the author who is endeavour­
ing to convince his readers that he deserves a government grant 
of land for his services in the army, yet it contains much 
valuable Information about the activities of -ir Prancis Bond 
Head* 

Roebuck, John Arthur, THE CAKADIAfl PORTFOLIO. London, Fox, 
1833, p. 138* 

This ifa a series of five pamphlets now bound into one 
volume at the Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa* Roebuck was a 
British radical who, along with Hume and others, pointed out 
many of the defects in the British colonial system* In spits 
of their very pronounced radical tendencies, Durham is said to 
have adopted many of Hume's* ideas in "his Report* The publicity 
given Mackenzie's correspondence with these British radicals 
caused a split in the Reform ranks* 
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»«.»,?!?£• *ol» «**!••• xwf 9WY pr.,;w wmt CMAPM 
RBBELLIOMr 2 Volumes, Toronto, Blackstt Robinson, 1886, 
Vol. 1, p* VIII - 384, Vol. 2, p* VI - 382* 

Dent's work Is important to anyone studying the history 
of this period. His style is vivid and enthusiastic and 
tends to be journalistic. However, this work must be classed 
as a primary source of material for the research worker. 

Durham, First Earl of, RJSPQKT OM THE, AFFAIRS OF BRITISH 
NORTH AMERICA. 3 Volumes, ed. by Sir. C.P. Lucas, Oxford, 
Clarendon Press, 1912, Vol* 1, p. 335 j Vol. 2, p. 339$ 
Vol* 3, p. 330* 

This is a standard work and scholarly* It is necessary 
in any research work of that time. Volume 1 contains an 
introduction, Volume 2 is the text, and Volume 3 is mads up 
of appendixes* 

Fitzgibbon, Mary Agnes, h VfflPftltf PF M M > %ffl hWk W 
JAMBS FITZGIBBON. 2nd ed., Toronto, Brlggs, 1898, p. 336* 

This Is a primary source of material for this thesis* 
Because Fitzgibbon was commanding officer in Upper Canada 
under Bond Head, his letters and pamphlets, from which the 
above account was compiled, relate many incidents that are 
significant for this thesis. For the most part, the accounts 
are accurate and the book contains details not found in any 
other* 

Head, Sir Francis Bond, A NARRATIVE, 3rd* ed*, London, 
Murray, 1839, p. VIII - 488. 

This was written by Head upon his recall to England. 
Therein he attempts to defend his actions as Lieutenant-
Governor of Upper Canada. The book abounds in inaccuracies 
and misrepresentations. In this publication he included his 
despatches without permission of the British authorities* 
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Murr Heai84«ir Fr44ii6 B ° n d * ™ S"WBAHy> 8l"*- «<3., ̂ ndon, 

Ths Emigrant was written some years after the Narrative 
anrt in it Sir Frencis ^ives a somewhat different version of 
Canadian affairs. The reason for such was supposed to have 
been the severe oriticisra of his conduct in Canada by nany 
sources* 

Klngsford, William. HISTORY OF CAHADAr Vol. 10, Toronto, 
Rows ell *md Hutchison, 1808, p. XXIII - 676. 

Klngsford* s -'ork is thorough (.nf scholarly *-<vJ the account 
of the Rebellion is detailed and quite accurate. Some parts 
need revision due to later research. Thf- entire *̂ ,rk occupies 
ten volumes but Volume 10 is most useful for this thesis. 
Canadian History has been covert?.'.: up tc. 1841. 

Llndsey, Charles, LJ.Fr. AND TTKITi or '»r.. LYOJT rACK-'.llSIp. 
Toronto, Randall, 13«»2, p. 400. 

This is a valuable source of material although it is 
biased and inaccurate at tines. It was written primarily as 
a defence of Mackenzie. 

Wallace, V. Stewart, THK FAMILY, COMPACT* A qifflOMflSLj OJ 
THE RHBIXLIPK IN UPPEJi CANADA. CHROHICLr.n OF CÂ AftA* Toronto, 
Glasgow Brook, 1915, p. XII - 172. 

This contains an accurate and unbiased account of the 
Rebellion and is considered one of the best by nany nouorn 
historians. 

Dent, John Charles, Tiff! LAST FORTY Y&ARS, 2 Volumes, 
Toronto, Virtue, 1681, Vol. 1, p. 392$ Vol. 2, p. 593. 

Dent'e work glvee a spirited and vivid account of 
Canadian History after 1841. It contains considerable material 
relating to this thesis* 

http://LJ.Fr


108 

Durham, First Harl of, KUPOKV Qfl "U •UT.yin;: './ LHl'i'ISH 
NORTH AMSRICAf sd. Methuen, London, 1903, p. XXVIII - 248. 

This is a standard work. 

Hathaway, IS* J., JESSE KETCHUM AND HIS TJKbS. Toronto, 
WeClellond and Rtew-irt, 19C9, p. 359. 

This is a very interesting HCcount of the t.L i-ta from 
the viewpoint of a heformer* It Is not a scholarly book, 
but it provides interest I.% and enlightening material* 

Hincks, Francic, IVftllllTSC'SlTtr;"/ OF KTr> PUBJ.T'J I.1F3. 
Montreal, Drysdale, 1884, p. 4S0. 

The part of the book dealing with the Hebellion is brief* 
Ho'-'ov̂ r, Hlnck9 yiver ecv vex*/ iyiuort^nt 1etai.lc about the 
Reform Party. After the uprising be uade efforts to have 
Ueforo".re 'sijrate to ths United .'."'tates. 

Kennedy. w.P.lt., TTITI CCKSTTUTTOH CF C'.UADA. 2nd. ed., 
(1534 - 1937), London, Oxford University trees, 19J8, 
p. XXIII - 628. 

This book deals particularly vith the aspects of the 
constitution and, therefore, It uoeo not contain ?11 the 
details of tho Rebellion. K^mmdy 1® severely critical of 
Sir Francis Eond Head. The vork in accurate and scholarly. 

McArthur, Duncan, T.HL UPPSh CAHADA KhBMLLIUi in CAHADA 
A^L-i2n.iif-'i«4la££f Vo1" 3» c<3# h¥ A<lara s"ortt find Arthur 
Doughty, Toronto, Publishers Association of Canada, 1913, 
p. 335. 

Th l-v vork is in twenty-three volume and wae written by 
about one hundred writer®. It is largely scholarly and well 
written. Duncan rcArtfcur't account of ihv Rebellion ie ac­
curate, but brief* 
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i t o r r l s o n , J . L . , BRITISH NORSK AMERICA UHL>I:H liLl itLSr.UTATIVffi 
QQVMMJjfNJ - UPPER CANADA. IN THE CAMBRIDGE HISTOhY OF THS 
BRITISH BMPTRB. V o l . 6 , ed . by J . Holland hose e t a l . , London, 
Cambridge U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1930, V o l . 1 , p . XXI - 939* 

Most a u t h o r i t i e s c o n s i d e r t h i s a s one of the b e s t accoun t s 
o f Canadian H i s t o r y . The v r r k on tho Upper Canadian lifcbfcllion 
i s b r i e f , b u t a c c u r a t e and s c h o l a r l y * 

New, C h e s t s r W., LORD iiUHHAlI* Oxford, Clarendon P r e s s , 
1929, p . XI - 612. 

Thle i s a ve ry t ho rough ly and s c h o l a r l y w r i t t e n t e x t by 
one of KcMas te r ' s p r o f e s s o r s . He p r e s e n t s many d e t a i l s i n a 
new p e r s p e c t i v e . P r o f e s s o r New j ; ives a d d i t i o n a l acc la im t o 
Durham and a l l e v i a t e s t h e u s u a l c r i t i c i s m heaped upon Bond 
Head by nany h i s t o r i a n s . 

Rftad, D . B . , THJ-J CAWAPI4N HniWLLIOH OF 1837. Toron to , 
B l a c k e t t Robinson, 1396, p . XII - 372 . 

Read ' s book c o n t a i n s a good account of the h e b e l l i o n al ,-
tbou^h i t o f ten l a c k s d e t a i l . 

Robe r t son , Thomas B . , THE r x a i n n Q BISHOPr Ot tawa, Graph i c , 
1926, p . 179* 

This c o n t a i n s four e s s a y s , v i s * S t r a e h a n , Mackenzie , 
Papineau r,r<5 P.ond Head. I t i s w r i t t e n in &. 11; 'hi , J o c u l a r 
manner and l a c k s accuracy and chronology* 

Robinson, C.W., frlFfi OF LIB JOHN BSVERLKY liOBIMSCH. 
T o r o n t o , r e r u n - , 1004, p . XIV - 490 . 

Rob inson ' s book has eosse I n t e r e s t i n g d a t a ne t con ta ined 
i n o t h e r s , bu t the work i s very b i a sed* 
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Ryerson, Egerton, Tigs 9T0RY OF My L̂ ffi, ed. by J. George 
Hodgins, Toronto, Briggs, 1334, p. XVI - 613. 

3ince Ryerson was one of the leading raen in Upper Canada 
this is a book that should be read in any thorough study of 
this period In history. There are frequent references to Sir 
Francis Bond Head. 

Theller, E.A., CANADA IS 1837—38. 2 Volumes, Philadel­
phia, Annere, 1841, Vol 1, p. 264} Vol 2, p. 316* 

This work is writtsn by an American who gives his point 
of view* Theller hated what he termed British tyranny* 

Thompson, Samuel, KEttlWISCEHCES OF A CANADIAN PI0NKBRf 
Toronto, Hunter Rose, 1834, p. VII - 391* 

The account of the Rebellion in this book Is brief. 
However, there are Interesting happenings not given else­
where* 

X X X X 
X X X 
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I* "But in none of the North American Provinces,*1 he says, 
wHed thie KISgovernnont exhibited itself for co lon& a period 
or to such an extent, as in Upper Canada which has long been 
entirely r. overned by a party comrconly designated thror.rh the 
province as the 'Family Compact', a name not much more approp­
riate tv.sn party deo^rn^tions urually nrf, tnnenuoh r.r tre.re 
is. In truth, very little offamily connection among the persons 
thus united. For a lcn^ tlrpe this bor".y of ,icn, receiving at 
times accessions to Its numbers, possessed almost all the 
hirhest public efficoo, by '-psnr of v-Mrl; an^ of its influence 
in the Executive Council it wielded all the powers of governmentj 
it "ilnt^rned infiltree in ths Legislature by i'.onns of ?ts pre­
dominance in the Legislative Council} and it disposed of the 
large number cf (.etty poets wh !cn arp in the pî i'o'ir;̂  of the 
government all over the Province. Successive governors, as 
they cane in their turn, are ^\V: to hnve either suhnitted 
quietly to its influence, or, after a short and unavailing 
struggle, tc hr-ve yielded to this vell-organizod pnrty the real 
conduct of affaire. The bench," the magistry, ths high offices 
of W*. T^lecopa! Church, find *» :;r<?at port of t'nn lô .*<l profes­
sion, are filled by the adherents to this party} by grant or 
purchar-?! th'-y have ae^iire- nenrly thu vrholc of cb« waste lands 
of th« Province} they are all powerful in the chartered banks, 
q.nc1, till .;itely, shared amen*.: thene^lve© nl/.ioot exclusively 
all offices of trust and profit. The bulk, of this party con­
sists, for tJ-o oioct part, -:f nr.tive.-bcrn iah- hita it.* 0" the 
colony, or of immigrants who settled in it before the last war 
vith tv- 'Jnit̂ d Statoe; th' p-lncip^l wtbars of 'J. ^elonj to 
the Church of England, and the maintenance of the claims of 
thvt Church has always been one of its most d 1stin-uirhing 
characteristics. A monopoly of power so extensive and eo 
laot^n, ocal'1 not fail, in IVOQIGB it ti'w, ir -x-i-'t* *nvy, 
create dissatisfaction and ultimately provoke attack} and an 
opnoiIMon consequently .-Tew up, in the Asnr-nhly, wh*..?h assail­
ed the ruling party by appealing to popular principles of Govern-
-i.';nt, by d^nouncin , tli*: •: ,1V.'-;=•••'! ,)<hh'n,f and r.-nf-:r- Ion c>;' the 
official body, and by Instituting inquiries into abuses for the 
purpose of -jrono'cin,': reforrj and especially economy.H 

II* "Ths country in split *nto fnotlonn aui'vatnd with the 
most deadly hatred to each other. The people have got into the 

I. Tie thus n — BiPtHAH'°. TpTOTlT — Pagoe *56 and 66. 
II. Serope L?FE OF SYDENHAM - Pages 149 and 160. 
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habit of talking so much of separation tint tiny b'sgin to 
believe in it. The Constitutional Party (Family Compact) 
is as bad or worse than thi? other In epito of all their 
professions of loyalty • * . . • When 1 look to the stats 
of government and to the department hi administration of the 
Province, Instead of being {surprised at the condition in which 
I fin*' it, I an only astonished it has been ensured eo long* 
I know that much as I dislike Yankee institutions and rule 
T woulc". net h «,ve fought against thorn, which thousands of 
these poor fellows, whom the 'Family Compact' call rebels, 
diu, if it were only 10 keep up fcuch a -cvernment as tl^y 
got*' M 

X X X X X 
X X X X 
X X X 
X X 
X 


