' THE BIRTH AND GROWTH OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE
SISTERS OF 3T, MARTHA OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

by Sister Mary Ida, C.S.H.

r
k :‘_v‘, .
4
\

Thegis presented to the Faculty of Arts
of the Universlty of oOttawa through the
Institute of Psychology as partial ful-
fillment of the requirements for the
degree of Maater of Arts,

¢ LIRAKIES

>
, s
,e.?y of °\\

Pt

pottawa, Canada, 1955

000593



UMI Number: EC55585

INFORMATION TO USERS

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the copy
submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality illustrations
and photographs, print bleed-through, substandard margins, and improper
alignment can adversely affect reproduction.

In the unlikely event that the author did not send a complete manuscript
and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if unauthorized

copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion.

®

UMI

UMI Microform EC55585
Copyright 2011 by ProQuest LLC
All rights reserved. This microform edition is protected against
unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code.

ProQuest LLC
789 East Eisenhower Parkway
P.O. Box 1346
Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346



y’
ACKNOWLE DGEMENTS

The .author wishes %o .asknowlsdge special 'indebted-
ness to the following:

Reverand Father Raymond H.- Shevenell, 7.MeI., Di-
rector of -the Inatitute of Payehology, under whose guidance
thies thesis was prepared,

Right Reverend Gregory J. Meaclellan, TVicar-Capitular
of the Docese of Charlottetown, for pormission to use the
2iocesan arehives,

Nothey Frances Loyola, C,. ..., for permission to use
the .rchives of the Congregation,

The Sisters of 5%, Marthe &t .ntigonish, for material
obtained from their Community archives,



i
CURRICULUM 3STUDIORUM
Bister Mary 1ds, C.3.4., born Mary Jeanstte Coady
&% Imyvale, Prince Zdward Island, Mergh 29, 1900, obtained
Bachelor of Artés degree from 3%, Dunstan's University,
Charlsttetown, Nay 17, 1943,



TABLE OF CONITENTS

Chapter
IMROWGTIDN YEEXEXEEFEEEREAEEAREEE SRR RN R RN NN RN NN NN

I« THE FOUNDATION OF THE CONGREGATION sevescocccess
1. Eistorical Baskground
2, A Bighop-Tounder, Henry Joseph 0'leary
3, New Dioessan Needs
4, A New Congregation, 1916
5. Property Asquired
6., New pevelopments

IX. A DECADE OF EXPANSION, 1921-193) sseevscsccnes
Kinkopa 8qhoo%
o The Ccharlotteteswn Hospital
St, Vincen$'s Orphanage
. 3agred Heart Home'
5. The Diogesan Centennial Year, 1929
6. Voting by Delegutes Firast Introduced
7. Religlous and Secular Training Fostered

111, GROWTH UNDER BISHOP JOSEPH A, O'SULLIVAN, 1931-1944
1, Canmpalgn for a New lMotherhouse
2. Sopial Welfare Department
3. Religious vasation Sschools
3. Kinkora Senior High School
. Tragadie Cross 3Jehool -
6, First Mission outside the Diocege
Y. Western Hospital
8, Internal Qrowth

1V, GROWTH UNDER BISHOP JAMES BOYLE, 1944-1954 ,,,
1. Sohool and Nursing Station in Lennox Island
gu St Theresa's 3Jehool
« Fort sugustus Sehool
4. Crand Tracadie School
B8, New Pavilion in charlottetown Hospital
$, Death of Mother Mary raula
7. The Marian vear, 1964

V. FOUR DECADES OF EDUCATIONAL EFFORT easeccccscs
1. Eduoation within the Congregation
2, contribution through External jorks
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS sescessesccesccacnnses

BIBLIOGRAPIH [ EE RSB E R NN ENENEE RN NN RN Y RN NN YN

o

»

Appendix

1. ABSTRACT OF The Birth and Growth of the Congrega-
tion of the sSisters of oSt, Martha of pPrince
ﬁmrd ISland ® 0 & s 00 ¢ 8 e ® ® ¢ 0 0 400 0 0P e LN )

v

page

EGNHH <

19

Ré
26
28
32
36
38
42

48
48
50
53
55
BY
59
62

68
68
71
74
75
78
80
83

88
88
90
100

102

110



INTRODUCTION 4

July 17, 1916 i3 a date of some importanse in the
Ristory. of ryinee Edward Island,. for on that day there was
founded by Henry Joseph 0 '1sary, Bishop of Charlottetewn, a
religious congregation which was destined to exert consid-
erable influence on its development, It iz the purpose of
this: study to erganigseTthe facts relating to the foundation
and subseguent development of this congregation, mamely, The
Sisters of 5t, Martha of Prince Zdward Island, and to point
out what contribution 1t has made:to Christian edusation in
svery field of endeavour:over a period of approximately four
decades, Tdueation is understood in 1ts true coneept as: tak-
ing in the whole composs of human life, emotional, spiritual,
intellesetual and moral, individual, domeatic and soeial, gn
aecsordance with the teashings of Tope rius Il.l

pont 24, The fagt that the' Congregation is now: approashing
the fortieth'year of itas sontinmuous development and thas no’
publigation has yet been iasued oconeerning its activities,cow
with the ‘exeeption of a brief vosational pamphlet, makez i%
nscessary thats an historieal ascount of 1ts life be written,
especially sinee many of the data goneerning i¢s foundasion
are scattered and not readily accessible, Moreover,*the
availability of an organized work will® answer the requests

of the mambers themselves ag well as of others who are

1 rope Pius I, Christian E@ucation of Youth, in
rive Great Encyolioals, New (ork, raullst 'ress, 61939, P. 65.
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interested in obtaining an authoritative account of this or-
ganization, It is espeeially importans, too, for the purpose
of verification, that the history be written while memdbers of
the original bdband are still living,

The prineipal sources of data for this study were the
Arehives of the Congregation, as well as those of the individr-
al houses, Here were found official letters and documents relat-
ing %o the agctivities of the Congregation, sisters’ records,
sireular letters of the lothers General to the sisters . on the
misgions, minutes of meetings, copies of the Constitutions,
finaneial statements, annals, school registers, school reports,
gisters' memoirs, and newspaper ¢lippings, Two other very valu-
able sources were the Diocesan archives in Charlottetown and the
Community Archives of the Sisters of 3t, Martha at Bethany, Ane
tigonish, Nove Scotia, where were obtained copies of letters
directly concerned with the foundation and early development of
the Congregation, In the lsgislative librery in Charlottetown
were found issues of deily papers which furnished items useful
in the gompilation of this history.

The work is divided into five chapters, The desorip~
tion in Chapter I of the foundation and early develppment of
the Congregation is followed in Chapter II by the story of a
decade of expansion during the eplseopate of Bishop Louis
ptLeary, The widening of 1ts activities under the guidance
of Bishop Joseph A, O0'Sullivan, as unfolded in Chapter III,
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is eontinued in Chapter IV which covers the episcopate of
Bishop Boyle, when the Congregation reached the peak of its
development,

It is the aim of Chapter ¥ to show to what extent
the Congregation has fulfilled the purpose of its existence,
Each work that it has undertaken in the various fislds of its
activity is examined in the light of the teachings of Pope
Pius XI concerning Christian Education, and 1s shown con-
clusively to have made a very real gontribution to the educa-

tional life of the diloeese,



CHAPTER I
THE FOUNDATION OF THE CONGREGATION

Before attempting to carry out the purpose of this
gtudy, as outlined in the introduction, it is expedient to
present data on the province of Prince Edward Island with re-
gard to its setting, its history, its people and their occupa-
tions.

1. Historical Background

Prince Edward Islend, the smaellest of the Canadian
provinces, lies in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and is separated
from the meinland by Northumberland Stralt, which varies from
nine to twenty miles in width. The province is extremely ir-
reguler in shape, and deep inlets and tidel streams divide it
into three approximetely equel parts. It 1s less than one hun-
dred and fifty miles long and from four to twenty miles wide.

According to the opinion of the best historians, it
was first discovered on June 30, 1534, by Jacques Cartier who
degeribed it in his journal as "a land low and plane and the
fairest that may be seen, full of goodly meadows and trees."l
The aborigines called this 1sland "Abegwelt," meaning "Credled
in the Waves," but during the days of French occupancy it wsas

known as Isle St. Jean.® With the fall of Louisburg in 1758 it

1 A.B. Warburton, A History of Prince Edward Island,
St. John, N.B., Barnes, 1923, p. 1l2.

2 Idem,, p. 17.
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became a Briﬁish possession and because of confusion with
St. John's, Newfoundland and St. John, New Brunswick, 1t was
decided 1n 1798 to chenge the name to Prince Edwasrd Island
in honour of Edward, Duke of Kent and father of Zueen v1ctoria.3

The province contains 1,400,000 scres of lend, elghty-
five per cent of which is intensively cultiveted so that the
economy of the province is largely agricultural. The growlng
of potatoes has become an Islsnd specialty, along with dairy-
ing, lobster-~fishing, and canning. The silver fox, once syn-
onymous with the name Prince Edward Island, is no longer a fac-
tor in the economy of the province.

Prince Edward Islanders derive almost entirely from
French, English, Scotch, and Irish stock. The present popula-
tion is 106,000, the Cstholic element forming somewhat less
than Tifty per cent.

Thé Diocese of Charlottetown embraced in 1913, the
year when this study begins, not only the province of Prince
Edward Islend, but the Magdalen Islends as well. In 1948, how-
‘ever, the latter group of islands was officially annexed to
the Diocese of Gaspé by a pastoral letter of His Excellency

4

Albini LeBlenc, Bishop of Gaspé.  The appointment of a new

3 A. B. Warburton, op. cit., p. 197
4 Chsrlottetown, Diocese of, Year Book, 1946, p. 30.
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Bishop, Henry Joseph O'Leary, to the See of Charlottetown
on Janusry 25, 1915,5 effected changes which have contributed
greatly to the spiritusl life of the Diocese.

2. A Bishop-Founder, Henry Joseph O'Leary

Henry Joseph Q‘'Leary wss born in Richibucto, New Bruns-
wick, ¥ay 13, 1879. His father was Henry O'leary, a merchant
ship owner, and his mother was also an O'Leary - Mary O'Leary,
Even in his early years Renry showed that brillience of mind
which was to characterize him in his college years. He studied
for an arts degree at St. Joseph's College, Memramcook, and in
1897 he entered the Seminary in Montreal. Fe was ordeined priest
on September 21, 1901, and that same fall went to Rome to fur-
ther hls studies at the University of Propagenda, receiving
there two years later the degree of Doctor of Divinity. BHe then
studied at the University of Apollonaris for his doctorate in
Canon Lew. During summer vecations he trevelled extensively
in the Holy Land and in various Kuropean countries, becoming
proficient in French and Itellian languages. On his return to
Canada he was named asslistant, and later pastor at Bathurst.
There on January 25, 1913, at the early age of thirty-three,
he received word of his appointment to the Bishopric of

5 Archives of the Congregation, Mount St. Mary's,
Charlottetown.
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Charlottetown, the second-oldest English-speaking diocese of
Canada.® He was consecrated in the Smcred Hesrt Church, Ba-
thurst, New Brunswick, where he had been pastor, and arrived
in Charlottetown on May 28, 1913, to assume his episcopal du-
ties.’

One of the many tasks awaiting the new Bishop was the
reconstruction of the Cathedral, which had been destroyed by
fire as preparations were being made for his arrival. As the
new edifice was being bullt, simultaneously in 1913 and 1914
a three-storey wig was being added to the Bishop's residence,
which, rumour said, was to be & convent for sisters who would
take charge of the domestic duties.e This rumour was later
confirmed when the Sisters of St. Marthas of Prince Edward Island
took up residence therein.

When Bishop O'lLeary came to the Diocese, he found work-
ing therein three different religious Communities. The Sisters
of the Congregation of Notre Dame conducted seven convents, all
devoted to teaching; the Grey Nuns of Quebec had charge of the
Charlottetown Hospital and St. Vincent's Orphanage: and the
Little Sisters of the Holy Femily had the care of the domestic

6 Arohives of the Congregation, Mount St. Wary's,
Charlottetown.

This blographicel sketch was copied from The Western
Cetholic, Edmonton, issue of March &, 19¢38, p. 1-3.

7 Reception to Bishop O'Leary, news item in The
Charlottetown Guardian, issue of May 29, 1913: p. 1, cols. 1,2, snd

8 Personal interview with Mother F. Loyocla, September 5,
1954,
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work at St. Dunstan's College. The Bishop wes determlned,
however, to add a fourth Congregetion, sn idea which his pre-
decessor, Bishop Jemes Charles MacDoneld, had also concelved,

but which, owing to 1ll-health, he was obliged to abandon.®
3. HNew Diocesan Needs

New needs were arising and the Bishop decided that the
time had come for the establishing of a Congregation espeocially
devoted to home interests. MNonsignor Peter F. Hughes, parish
prieat of Edson, Alberta, who was Bishop O'Leery's secoretary
in 1914, atates very clearly His Excellency's purpose in found-
ing a dlocesan Congregetion:

When 1t wees & question of enlarging the acope of
the work of the siaters in the diocese, it was often
necessary to meke several appeals to the communities
engaged in work on the i1slsnd to obtain the sisters
necessary for such development. 'iith such an arrange-
ment Fis GrescelOforesaw that there never could be any
great development even in the existing institutions,
and man of vision that he wes, he realized that the
work of the Church required muoh expsnsion with a cor-
responding increase In the number of sisters occupied
in suoh work. 3o it was thet from the very beginning
he thought of a Community such as your own, which would
engage in every form of wi{k - teaching, hospital,
works of charity, eto....

@ Archlves of the Congregation of the Sisters of St.
Warthae, Bethany, Antigonish.

10 Bishop O'lLeary later became Archbishop of Edmonton.

11 Personal Corresponience of the Author, Letter
of Monsignor P. F. Bughes, dnted September 23, 1954.
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Bishop O'lLeary was smazed to learn of the large number
of young girls who were leaving the province every year to en-
ter different religious Communities and lebour in other dio-
ceses. Concerning this matter he wrote: "It 18 a great pity
to see this s0ll so fertile in vocations furnish sudbjeets to
the United States and elsewhere, and be forced to import others
for dlocesan works."la

Accordingly, in the year following his consecration he
communicated successively with the Sisters of St. Martha at
Antigonish, Nova Scotia, the Sisters of St. Joseph at Peter-
borough, Ontario, the Sisters of Hotel Dieu of St. Joseph at
Chatham, New Brunswick, and the Slisters of 3t. Joseph at St.
Paul, Minnesota, with a view to esteblishing a diocesan branch
in Cherlottetown.

Reverend H. P. MacPherson, St. Francis Xavier Univer-
sity, wrote that he had discussed the matter with the Superior
of the Sisters of St. Martha, but that she could not consider
gsending Sisters to Charlottetown at that time.13

The Bishop of Peterborough, Most Reverend M. J. O'Brien,
answered the inquiry by reporting the result of a council meet-
ing of the Sisters of St. Joseph. The Community agreed to send

three sisters to open & Novitiate, but would not consent to

12 Bishop Henry J. O'Leary, Letter to Mother M. Stanislaus,
dsted September 6, 1914, in Dioocesan Archives, Charlottetown.

13 Reverend H. P. MacFPherson, Letter to Blishop O'Leary,
dated April 24, 1914, in Diocesan Archives, Cherlottetown.
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undertake domestic work as the sisters were not trained for
such work and they feared that it would be detrimental to
thelr receiving subjects.14

The reply of Reverend James Reardon, St. Paul, Min-
nesota, was not any more reessuring as Blshop O'Leary was not
able to accept the conditions under which the Sisters of St.
Joseph would make a foundation in Charlottetown. They were
willing to meke an educational foundation, but could not as-
sume the domestioc dutlies at the Bishop's residence, since the
cerrying on of such work was not in accordance with their con-
etitutions.ls

3ister Walsh, Superior, Hotel Dieu of St. Joseph, Chat-
ham, in correspondence with Bishop O'Leary stated that she could
not glve a definite answer to his appeal for sisters until she
had more information on certaln points.l6 There is no further
communication in the Charlottetown flles on the matter.

Nothing daunted, the Bishop continued his quest, now
through an intermedlary. In his difficulty he turned to Mother
St. Catherine of Sweden of Notre Dame Academy, Charlottetown,

who besought the intercession of her provincisl, Mother St.

14 Bishop M. J. 0'Brien, Letter to Bishop O'Leary,
dated August 25, 1914, in Diocesan Archives, Chasrlottetown.

15 Reverend James Reardon, letter to Bishop O'Leary,
dated August 25, 1914, in Diocesan Archives, Chariottetown.

16 Sister Walsh, Letter to Bishop O'Leary, dated May 14
1915, in Diocesan Archiées, Charlottetown. ’ ’
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John Baptist de Rossl, a native of Antigonish Diocese. The
reply of the latter was most heartening, embodying as it 4aid
the fulfilment of the Bishop's desires, Since it states the
conditions under which the Prince Edward Island postulants
were received into the Novitiate of the Sisters of St. Martha,
Antigonish, it 1s given here in full:

At last I have good news to give you for your kind
Bishop. The final result of my three pllgrimages in his
behelf - one to the Bishop of Antigonish, one to the
Rector of St. F. X. College, eand the third to the Sis-
ters of St. Martha - 1s that the Mother Superior of the
latter institution has Just been in to tell me that she
will be ready to receive His Lordship Bishop O'leary's
three postulants as soon as he will be resdy to send
them. 8he would prefer young women between twenty-five
and thirty years of age.

The Rector of the College, who has the highest es-
teem for Bishop O'leary and is most anxious to oblige
him in this matter, told me that there would be no ex-
pense connected with the stay of Bishop O'Leary's postu-
lents in the Novitiate here. The novices are trained
in different sorts of work according to their aptitudes
end the use the Community intends to make of them. The
service they render in the care of the house, in cook-
ing,laundry work, mending and making soutanes and vest-
ments, nursing the sick, etc., 1s supposed to cover the
coast of board. The postulants, however, are supposed
to provide thelr own clothing.

The Mother Superior gald that a little later she
hoped to be able to make room for more than three, but
et present, owing to the crowded condlition of the house,
it would be impossible to do so.

The sisters could not entertain the proposition of
opening & Novitiate in Cherlottetown now from lack of =a
sufficlent number of suitable subjects to inaugurate the
work, but the Mother Superior promises that when the
Charlottetown Sisters have made profession, an experienced
and competent person will be sent with them to direct and
form them so that their Bishop's views may be carried out
a8 perfectly #s possible.

The Mother Superior further sdded that she thought it
preferable that the Charlottetown postulants should not
know their future destination, but should enter, as do
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the others, with a disposition to leave themselves
entirely in the hands of their Superiors. I 4o not
know whether this suggestion be practicable or not,
but I mention it since it was offered. Her desire
is to make them feel perfectly at home and she would
<2t wish them to be regarded as strangers.

I wish you would explain to our good Bishop that
the reason why the sisters cannot spare three com-
petent sisters for his work now, i1s that they are at
present rendering a service of thet kind to the Arch-
bishop of Toronto. I understand that more sisters are
wented there, but none are yet ready to go. When
they can be sent to Toronto, room will be made in the
Novitiate here for any additional subjects that ocur
Bishop wishes to send. The Mg;her Superlor finds this
a small number to begin with.

Mention is made in the above letter of three postulants
whom the Bishop hed ready to place, but it seems that only two
left for Antigonish on Jenuary 4, 1915, after a few weeks' stay
at Notre Dame Aoademy:18 Mias Teresa Murrsy, born at Tyrone,
Lot 65, P, E. I., June 27, 1887, dsughter of Bernard Murray and
Bridget Hagan; and Miss Rose MeQuaid, also of Tyrone, Lot 65,
P. B. I., born Mey 21, 1895, daughter of Francls MocGuald and
Bridget Croken. Both of these young women were from a mission
perish attached to Kelly's Cross parish, of which Reverend
Thomas Curran, D.D., was pastor. Dr. Curran was keenly in-
terested in the foundation of the Congregation snd gave the

Blshop every encouragement and support.

17 Sister St. J. B. de Rossi, Letter to Mother St.

Catherine of Sweden, dated September g, 1814, In Dlocesan Archives
Cherlottetown,

18 Sisters' Records, Archives of the Congregation,
Charlottetown, 1915.
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In regard to the wish of Mother Stanislaus, the 3upe-~
rior referred to in the previous letter, that the Island pos-
tulants "should not know their destination,” Bishop O'Leary
wrote that the young ledies already knew thet they were des-
tined to work in Prince Edward Islend, and that although it
might have been better if this knowledge had been kept from
them, he 4id not think it would meke very much difference.19

Bishop O0'Leary's anxiety in regard to the stability
of his rirst postulants was greatly relieved when a letter
from Mother Stenislaus assured him of their happiness and of
their giving promise of beocoming excellent sisters.ao

On the Feaat of the Sscred Heart, June 11, 1915, these
two Island postulants received the Holy Hebit and their new
nemes, Slgter ¥Wary Clare (Teresa Murray) and Sister Mary Ber-

21

nardine (Rose MoQuaid).”™ They were joined on August 20, 1915

by Sarsh Farrell, Sturgeon, and on October 21, by Deliva Cahill,

Alberton,22

both of whom spent a few weeks at Notre Dame Academy
before leaving for Antiganish.gs

In his eagerness to have his new Congregation established

19 Bishop 0'lLeary, Letter to Mother Stanislaus, dated
Jenuary 7, 1915, in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown.

30 Mother M. Stanislaus, Letter to Bishop O'Leary, dated
January 23, 1915, in Diocesen Archives, Cheriottetown.

gl Sisters' Records, Archives of the Congregation
Mount St. Mary's, Charlottetown. ’ gree ’
22 Ibid.

23 Ibia.
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in Charlottetown, Bishop O'Leary seemed to have given little
thought to the graduel formation necessary for religious life.
As early es April 12, 1915 he wrote ¥other Stanislaus for in-
formation ln regard to the approximate date when the sisters
would be ready to return to the Island.?4 Although at the time
he concurred with the expressed wish of Mother Stapnislaus that
they should not leave until they had completed their Novitiate,
impatient 6f'deiay he wrote agaln before the expiration of
this period: "I am anxious to have a beginning made by the sis-
ters, aa there 1s a splendid future before them here, end the
sooner they commence. the bettef."asﬁis desires were to be reslized

in the very pesar future.
4. A New Congregation, 1916

After further oarr65pondence268nd e visit made to
Charlottetown by Mother Stanislaus,avit was decided to make
the foundation at St. Dunstan’s College after the Diocesan Cler-

Ry Retreat.28 The Memorandum of conditions under which the

24 Bishop O'Leary, Letter to Mother Stanislaus, dated
April 12, 1915, in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown.

i 85 ~-mem—- , Letter to Mother Stenislsus, dsted Mey 12,
1916, in Diocesan Archlves, Charlottetown.
b I ke , Letter to Mother Stanislaus, dated June 3,

1916, in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown.

27 Reference 1s made to thls visit in a Letter to Dr.
Macllellan, Rector of St. Dunstan’s College, dated June 13, 1%9lo.

28 Rev. G. J. MaclLellan, Letter to Mother Stanislaus,
dated June 18, 1916, in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown.
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Sisters of 8t. Martha took up work in the dilocese is preser-
ved in the Chancery files:

l. It is the expressed and understood intention that
the Bishop of Charlottetown has in view the estab-
lishing of an independent branch of the Sisters of
St. Wartha, said branch to be entirely independent
of the 3isters of St. Martha of Antigonish.

2. The Sisters of 3t. Martha of Antigonish agree to
send a sufficlent number of professed sisters to
take charge of St. Dunstan's College, namely --~---
The Bishop of Charlottetown agrees to send to An-
tigonish a subject for every professed sister whom
the S8isters of Antigonish send to Charlottetown.

3. When the subjeets sent by the Bishop of Charlotte-
town 8shsll be consldered sufficlently formed and
experienced, and in sufficlent number to begin a
diocesan branch of the Community, they shall sll
return to the Diocese of Charlottetown, end all the
Antigonish Sisters shall return to Antigonish. The
Superioress shall, however, remain in Charlottetown
until another competent Superioress shall be found
to teke her place, snd at least one sister from Char-
lottetown shall remabn to replace her in Antigonish
until she returns. =°

4., All expense connected with the sendipg of subjlects
to Antigonish and the bringing of the Sisters from
Antigonish shall be borne by the Bishop of Chsrlotte-
town.

A glesnce at the above conditions 1s sufficient to con-
vince the reader that it was not the hope of financial gain that
induced the Sisters of St. Martha of Antigonlish to cooperate
with Bishop O'Leary in the founding of a new Community. ot
satlafied with glving the Island postulants a thorough training

in their own Novitiate in Actigonish, they were willing to give

29 Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown.



THE FOUNDATION OF THF CONGREGATION 13

further proof of their cherity by sending three of their
best sisters to Charlottetown to sid in the difficult task
of making a beglinning.

On July 16, 1916, Wother M. Stanislaus, accompanied
by Sister ¥, St. Hugh, Slster Joseph Agatha, snd the four
Island novices, left Antigonish and esrrived in Charlotte-
town via boat from Plectou the following evening. They were
met at the wharf by the Blshop's coachmean, John Wood, and
were taken directly to St. Dunstan's College where they es-
tablished a temporary Novitiate in the convent attached .30

In September of that year slx postulants joined them,
five of whom persevered to receive the Holy Habit on March 19,
1917 at & ceremony held in St. Dunstan's College Chapel, pre-
sided over by Bishop O'Leary.SlThe names of the new novices
were:

Sister M. Augustine (Tralnor)
Sister Phidip Neri (MoCarthy)
Sister Mary Anthony (Haughey)
Sistcr Frances Joseph (Kelly)
Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart (Cummings)

On the same morning the two senior members of the Com-

munity made flrst profession of vows.32 This was the first pub-

lic ceremony of pronouncing vows held on Prince Edward Island

end 1t mede a great impression on all privileged to attend. It

30 Mother M. Stanislaus, Annals, 1917, in ¥ount St.
¥ary's Archives.

3l ——mmemmm e , Novices, 1918-1930, in Yount St.
Mary's Archives.

O2 o , First Profession, 1917-1932.
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was written of irn the college magazine, Red and White, thus:

On March 19, 1917, the students, through the kind
invitation of Mother Superior, were granted the much
appreclated and rare privilege of being present at the
religious profession of seversl postulants and novices
in the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Martha.

It was a marked day in our calendar for it was the
first time in the history of Prince Edward Island that
such a ceremony wss held in the province, and 8. D. U.
may well feel proud that its chapel was the scene of
such a holy and glorious sight. It was the first time
that many of us were present at such a ceremony, and it
was all so strange to us that the solemnity of the occa-
sion and its import quite perveded us.

We unite with the friends of the privileged ones in
preyerful wishes that their religious life will be blessed
with the gift of joyful years.33

September, 1917, brought another cless of postulants,
8ix of whom received the Holy Habit on January 5, 1918, the
day on which Sister St. John made Pirst Proression.34 On July 23
of the same year three more young ladies received the Holy Habit
and Sister M. Bonasventure pronounced temporary vows.99

The little Community was growirg in numbers and the frirst
branching out from the perent stem was destined soon to take
place. On Januery 6, 1918, Bishop O'Leary saw the fulfilment
of his cherishéd ! dresms when the Slasters of St. Marthe en-
tered the new wing at the Bishop's Reaidence and took over the

domestic duties thereof, as well as the sacristy work at the

Religious Ceremony at St. Dunstan's, edltorial
in Red and White, Vol. 8, No. 3, i1ssue of May, 1917, 5. 64.

34 Mother M. Stenislaus, Sisters' Records, 1918, NMount
St. Mary's Archives.

35 Ibid.
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Cathedral,o6

The pumber of postulants Jjoining the Community was not,
however, commensurate with the program the Bishop was waiting
to put into effect. Accordingly, st his behestsvxother Stanis-
laus and a compsnion made a tour of the province in the hope of
swelling the ranks of the recruits. This visitstion of the
parishes revesled apnother slide of the plcture, for it was very
evident to the canvessers that not every priest in the diocese
favoured the withdrswal of the French Communities snd their re-
placement in the diocesan institutions by sisters totally lack-
ing in experience. One parish priest, Reverend Stanialaus Bou-
dreault, tried to turn them eway from the Rectory when they ar-
rived at nightfall, evern turning the horse and carrlage toward
the road. Mother Stanisleus irn her own gqulet, firm way said that
1t was not fitting for them to travel further at that hour. And
remgin they did.saThis was not a question of friction between
the French and the Irish becsuse Prince Edward Island never ex-
perienced such; it was simply the outcome of & sense of loyalty
to Communities of Sisters who hsd laboured in the diocese for
many years and who hsd endeared themselves to all, regardless

of nationality.

36 Mother M, Stanisleus, Annals of the Congregation, 1918,
in Mount St. Mary's Archives, Charlotfetown.

37 Bishop O'Leary, letter to Mother Stanislsus,(no date),
in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown.

Mother M. Stanlslaus, Annals of the Congregation, 191¢,
in Mount St. Mary's Archives, “Charlottetown,
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The purpose of the tour, however, was not defeasted.
In September, 1918 three young ladies who had been most suc-
cesaful teachers applied for sdmission to the Novitlate at
St. Dunstan's College. The Bishop loat no time in securing
thelr entrance into the Novitiate at Antigonish so that they
would be able to further their studies at St. Francis Xavier
University, since at that time the sisters d4id not attend the
classes at St. Dunstsn's. On the completion of their term as
postulants he wrote to the Bishop of Antigonish:
I shell be very grateful to you if you will be
kind enough to admit the three young ladles mentioned,
namely: Helen Cullen, Laura Driscoll, and Laura Mul-
lally to the Novitiaste of the Slsters of $t. Martha.
We hope thet they are the nucleus of s body who will
teach in many of our country distriots.39
By thus giving expression to his desire of having the
gisters teach in the rural sochools throughout the province, the
Bishop gave evidence that this was one of the projeots he hsd
in mind in establishing a religious Congregation. Up to this
time, however, the educational qualifications of the subjects
414 not guarantee the reslization of his desires, so it was
with feelings of Joy that he saw these three young ladies
clothed with the religious garb on June 8, 1918, and receive
their new names: Sister Frances Loyola (Cullen), Sister John

Baptiata (Driscoll), and Sister Mery Alfred (Mullally).

39 Blshop O'leery, lLetter to Bishop Morrison, dated
May 9, 1918, in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown.
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The last of the Islanders to make their Novitiste in
Antigonish were: Eilesn MacPhee (Sister Wary Paula), Teresa
Walsh (Sister Mary Teresa), and Annie Welsh (Sister Mary Aloysius).

First death.- In 1918 the dreadful Spanish influenza
raged throughout the North American continent, end in the month
of October the whole Island province wes hard hit. The Sisters
of 8St. Marthe of Antigonish agein came to the rescue, and sent
to St. Dunstan's College a trained nurse, Sister Mary Bernard,
who 41d wonderful work among the faculty and students. Reverend
James Charles MacGuigen, then newly ordained, was one of her sick-
est patients, and to this day Cardinel MacGuigan gives her the
eredit of saving his life. Sister Mary Bernardine, one of the
two ploneers, was seriously strioken; tuberoculosis developed,
and she died December 20, 1919, the first of the bend to go home
to God. It was difficult to lose such a promising subject, but
she gladly offered the sacrifice of her young life for the nascent
Community. Her body having taken on the dark colour of the in-
fluenza victims, she was buried in the parish cemetery on the
afternoon of her death. (Her remesins were later removed to the
Motherhouse cemetery plot at ount St., Mary's). Pontifical Mass
of Requliem was offered in the Cethedral on Monday morning, Decem-

ber 22, 1919.40

40 ¥other M. Stanlislaus, Annals of the Congregation, 1920,
in Mount St. Mary's Archives,
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The death of one member of a Community ordinerily
does not create a very serious problem. But when the number
of sisters ie smell, and the work involved is of a laborious
nature, as was the case st St. Dunstan's College, then the prob-
lem assumes s more serious aspeoct. On coming to St. Dunstan's
the sisters found the facilities for institutional housekeep-
ing very primitive and working conditions most undesirable.
The kitchen departments were derk, dingy rooms in s deep, damp
bagement, with floors of rough, broken cement. Pots for cook-
ing had to heve holes stopped with dough, and laundry facilities
were ssdly lacking. Mother Stenislaus used a persocnal gift to
defray the expenses of & new floor for the scullery where the
lizards used to play.41

The college authoritlies seemed unwilling or unable to
give any relief, and any request for better equipment provoked
hostility, no sllowance being made for the fact that very young
novices were trying to do the work formerly done by strong and
experienced women. To make conditions still worse, the Rector,

Reverend G. J. MacLellan,42

seemed very unfriendly towards ¥other

Stenislaus and did not hesitate to make it known that the Island

Community would be better off without outsiders in control.4?®
The situation became more serious in the fall of 1919.

A new residentisl building, constructed on the campus through

4] Interview with Mother F. Loyola, September 5, 1954,

42 M°nBignor Maclellen 1s now Vicar-Capitular of the Diocese
45 Interview with Mother F. Loyola, September 5, 1954,
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44and named Dalton Hall

the munificence of Sir Charles Dalton
in memory of him, was ready for occupancy. This brought an in-
flux of post-war students so that a registration of 270 over-
taxed the facilities of the culinary department, and for a time
it seemed as if none of the young sisters would persevere.
¥other Stanislaus notified the Superior General in Antigonish,
Mother ¥. Faustina, who came to Charlottetown, looked over the
situation, and interviewed the Bishop. The effect was electric.
Immediately new steam equipment was installed and a group of
girls from the Magdalen Islands was engaged to assist with the

45?rom that time on conditions steadily im-

domestic labours.
proved 80 that visltors today seeing the campus dotted with
tbodern butldings with the most up-to-date equipment would have
great dilfficulty in visualizing the St. Dunstan's of thirty-

five years ago.
5. Property Acquired

When plans were inaugurated for the improvement of con-
ditions at St. Dunstan's College, as mentioned in the previous
section, provision was also made for the expansion of the con-
vent facllitlies. However, after considerable discussion it was

decided to purchase the Long property across the rallway track

. 4438ir Charles Delton was the founder of the fox industry
n P.E.I.

45 Mother M. Stanislaus, Annals of the Congregation,

1920, in the Archives of the Congregation, Nount St. Mary's.
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from the college grounds, and facing Mount Edwsrd Road, with

a view to establishing the Motherhouse and Kovitiate there.
¥iss Mary A. Moneghan, Cherlottetown, 8 generous benefactress
of the Community, dorated the twelve thousand dollsrs reguisite
for the purchase of the property?8 whieh, at ¥other Stanislaus'
reguest, was named ¥ount St. Mary's in honour of that Immacu-
late Mother to whom the Superioress had always had recourse

in the difficulties inherent 1n beginnings.

The house on the fity-acre property was old, but the
site was excellent for s Novitiate. ZIvery economy was prac-
tised and every effort was made to procure as much of living
as possible from the farm, for there was no source of income
to defray living expenses, the few sigters at the college and
Bi shop's residence receiving only six dollars e month in accord-
ance with an s greement entered into with the authorities when
the sisters took over the domestic work.49The crarped guarters
and meagre equipment of that first yeasr's residence led to num-
berless amusing, 1f not psthetic situstions, but these expe-
riences developed in the aspirsnts a gspirit of resourcefulness
and a sense of humour which stood them in good stead later on.

The Holy Sacerifice of the Wess was offered for the first

48 Mother M. Stanisleus, Annals of the Congregation,
Mount St. Mery's Archives, 1920.

49 Ibld.
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time at Mount St. Mary's on the Feast of St. Anne, 1920, in
the parlour of this ninety-year old farmhouse. When a new
wing was bullt the following year, the chapel was moved to &

larger apartment under the new roof.so

6. New Developments

The encoursgement given the nascent Community by the
provislon of a new home was soon overshadowed by the news of
the transfer of thelir episcopal founder to the Archdiocese of
Edmonton. It was & bolt from the blue for the Sisters of St.
Martha, whose hearts were saddened et the thought of losing
him whom they revered so much, and upon whom they leaned so
heavily. However, it was with feelings of the deepest grat-
itude that they learned that his successor in the Episcopal
See was to be his own brother, Right Reverend Louis J. O'Leary,
then Auxiliery-Bishop of Chatham, New Brunswick. Bishop O'Leary
wag lnstalled es Bishop of Charlottetown on November 10, 1920.

a) New Constitutions drawn up.- One of the first tasks
undertaken by the new Bishop was the drawing up of a set of Con-
stitutions for the Community in conformity with the 1918 Code
of Cenon Law; in this he hed the edvice end essistance of Mother
Berchmans of the Sisters of Charity at Helifax, from whom he

received &8 copy of the Constitutions of that Congregation.51

51 Interview with ¥other F. Loyola, September 5, 1954.
50 Mother M. Stanislaus, Annals of the Congregation, 1921.
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The most valued treassure in the Archives at Mount St. Mary's
1s this original copy in Bishop O'Leary's own neat handwriting,
with the motto, "Amor et Lsbor,” inscribed on its title page.
May our fldelity in their observance show our gratitude to
their compiler! The following four novices pronounced first
52

vows according to these Constitutions on April 13, 1921:

Sister Frances Loyola (Cullen)

Sister John Raptista (Driscoll)

Siater !ary Alfred (Mullally)

Sister Mary Paula (MacPhee).

b) Firat General Council elected.- In order to organ-
ize the Community and Novitiaste on a csnonicel basis, Bishop
O'Leary asked that an election be held on July 29, 1921. The
seventeen professed sisters, all with temporary vows, assembled
and voted for the continuance of Mother Stanislaus as their Su-
perior. Sister Mary Clare was elected Mistress of Novices and
the following the members of the first General Counoil:53

8igter Mary Clare, lst Assistant

Sister Mary Pasula, 2nd Assistant

Slaster M. St. John, 3rd Assistant

Sister M. Faustina, 4th Assistent.
Bishop O'Leary communicated the results to Mother Faustina at
Antigonish?éand received 2 reply to the effect that Mother Stan-
1slaus could not be permitted to remain longer on Prince Edwsrd

Island, the expansion of their own works requiring her services

52 Sisters' Records, 19821, in Mount St. Mary's Archives.

53 Sister M. Faustina, Minutes of the Genersl Chapter,
1921, in Mount St. Mary's Archives.

54 Bishop O'lLeary, Letter to Mother Faustina, #ated July 29,

192l.
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at home. 'The Bishop, feeling the hopelessness of the situstion,
urged Bishop Morrison to use his influence on behalf of the
infant communityéﬁbut the latter's reply dispelled forever any
hope of reteining the services of Mother Stanislaus.’® There
was nothing to do, then, but to face the situation with per-

fect trust.

¢) A new Superior.- The sisters assemdbled again on
August 8, when a letter from Bishop 0'Leary was read appointing
8iaster Frances Loyoke Superior for one year?vwhioh cholce was
oonfirﬁed for five years at the election held the following
year, August 8, 1922, Sister Mary Clere, who had been elec-
ted Mistress of Novices, felt unequal to the task and asked
to be relieved of this office. Her position was taken by Sis-
ter Mary Pasula.

The time had now come for the return of Mother Stan-
islaus to her own Community, having been allowed to remasin two
years longer than the three years first promised. She had giv-
en herself unstintingly to the work on the Island, and only

when the secrets of heaven are revealed will the true measure

of her heroic labours and lasting influence be known. When

55 Bishop O'Leary, Letter to Bishop Morrison, dated
July 31, 19621, in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown.

56 Bishop Morrison, lLetter to Bishop O'lLeary, dated
August 5, 1921, in the Archives at PBetbeny, Antigonish,

57 Bishop O'Leary, Letter to the Sisters of St. Martha,
dated August 7, 1921, in Mount St. Mery's Archives.
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she had gone from them, the little band of nineteen profes-
sed and six novices must have leaned more clogsely than ever
on Divine Providence and striven with greater earnestness to
become true spouses of Christ in accordance with the teachings
and exeample of their first Superior. In the ennals of Mount
8t. Mary's, under the date August 10, 1821, is recorded the
following:

Mother M. Stenislaus left for Antigonish this morning,
and the feelings of the sisters can better be imagined
than described. Although we had known for some time thet
she was very likely to go, yet we drove away the unwelcome
idea, and for some inexpliceble reasson, after July 29th
even those who before had belleved her going elmost cer-
tain, hoped sgainst hope. But the parting ceme, and God
in Bis goodness geemxs to have given & marvellous strength
to us all. WMother Stanislaus has indeed been a mother to
her apiritusl deughters, sharing their Joys and sorrows,
always kind and thoughtful, even to the minutest details,
leading them in her gentle way to love God and be generous
in His service. Her shining example of self-sacriflce
will long be for them a guide. During her flve years on
the Island she laboured courageously, meeting with many
difficulties that cannot be discussed now, but perhaps in
the future some hand may write of them for the edification
of the Community. Yet many of her trials were known to
God alone.

Summary

The Congregstion 1s san outgrowth of the earnest desires
of Bishop Henry Joseph O'Leary to establish a Community that
would be especially devoted to meeting diocesan needs. The many
difficulties which accompenied his early efforts were finally over-
come through his own determination and the generous assistance
offered by the Sisters of St. Martha of Antigonish. The tem-
porary Motherhouse and Novitiate established at St. Dunstan's
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College was moved to Mount St. ¥ary's in 1920. In the
followlng year Mother Mary Stanislaus, the first Superior,
returned to her own Community, leaving the young Congre-
gation to eonduct its own affairs under the Superlorship
of Mother Frances Loyola. At this time the members num-
bered nineteen professed and six novices. The varfious
works which they’were soon called upon to undertake will

be treated of in the next chapter.



CHAPTER 11
A DECADE OF EXPANSION, 1921-1931

Ordinarily with the growth of sny religious Community
comes the assuming of new responsibilities, and in this respect
the Congregation of the S8isters of St. Martha was no exception.
Although in 1921 the members numbered only nineteen, scarcely
more than were needed to carry on the works slready undertaken,
yet force of ciroumstances compelled them to make immediate
preparation for the management of & rursl school, the Charlot-
tetown Hospitel, St. Vincent's Orphanege, 2nd a Home for the
aged. The Diocesan Centennial Year brought further opportu-
nities of saslating in diocesan works. A new system of voting
in the Congregation was introduced and the education of the sis-

ters fostered.
1. Xinkora School

That 1t was the intention of the Bishop-Founder to
establish the Sisters of St. Martha in different rural schools
throughout the province has alreedy been referred to. The
first step in the development of his plans was taken in 1920,
when he negotiated with Reverend Matthlas J. Smith, pastor of
Kinkora, a prosperous rural parish thirty-five miles from Char-
lottetown. Father Smith was in wholehearted agreement with
the Bishop's plana, at the same time obtaining permission for

the sisters to teke over the domestlic dutlies of the parochial
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bouse.l

Arrangements having been satisfactorily completed
with the Department of Educatlon, the sisters agreed to be-
gln their new work st the opening of the school yesr, August
16, 1921. The old C. M. B. A, hall, moved to the Church
grounds and completely renovated, was to serve as a present
abode for the sisters until such time as a sultable convent
could be erected.

In the meantime Bishop Henry O'Leary was transferred
to the Archdiocese of Edmonton, and his brother successor
strongly opposed the siatersa' keeping house for the parish
priest.z This 14ea, then, had to be abandoned to the great
disappointment of the pastor. Thus it wes that only three sis-
ters formed the first baend who left for Kinkora July 30, 1921,
two to teach in the distriot school, and one to serve as the
sonvent housekeeper.3 The following year another sister was
gent to teech music..n They were well received by the people
of Kinkora who were happy in the thought that their children
would now heve educational advantages hitherto undreamed of.
The passage of the yesrs hss proved that they were rnot <ig-

appointed in their expectations. The loyal, devoted service

1l Mother F. Loyola, Annals of the Congregation, 192%,
in Mount St. Msry's Archives.

2 Ibid.
3 Sister Mary Alfred, Annals of Kinkora Convent, 1921.
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rendered by these religlous teachers soon brought requests
for admission from far and neaé{ but it was not until 1935
that an opportunity came for the expansion of their services.

This will be treated of in the next chapter.
2. The Charlottetown Hospital

The next work claiming the attention of the 8isters of
8t. Yartha wes the management of the Chsesrlottetown Hospital.
This institution haed been operating since October 23, 1879,
when 1t was entrusted to the Grey Nuns of Quebec by Bishop
MoIntyre, the third Bishop of Charlottetown.5 Beginning with
twelve beds in the former residence of the Blshop, the work
gradually expended and a new building was erected on Dundas
Esplanade in 1890.6

In 1913 the American College of Surgeons begen its work
of rigld inspeotion of hospitals, setting up standard rules
and regulations. The mediocael staff of the Charlottetown Hos-
pital, anxious to keep step with the great developments and
progress in all lines of medical endeavour and hospitel manage-

ment felt that the opportunity had come to have two matters of

4 Bister M, Alfred, Annaelé of Kinkora Convent, 1922.

4025 John C. MacMillan, The Catholic Church in P.E.I., Vol. 2,
p. .

6.Ibid.
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major importance to the people of Prince Edward Island atten-
ded to: a maternity department in the hospital and a training
school for nurses. Up to this time el]l obstetric patients had
to be treated in their homes, and this, coupled with the fact
that there were only a few nurses in the whole province, made
obgtetric practice a trying ordeal. Accordingly, the Chief of
Staff of the hospital, Dr. S. R. Jenkins, and the Secretary of
Starf, Dr. W. J. P, MacMillan, tried in vain to impress upon
the Superior the necessity of expanding hospitel services in
these direotions. It was left to the Bishop to force the issue,
with the result that in 1918 e maternity department was opened,
and in 1920 a training school for nurses.7

The first superiniendent, Sister St. Bertha, gave the
nurgses-in-training excellent teaching despite the fact that she
had a very meagre knowledge of the English language.8 The Eng-
lish texts she used may still be seen at the hospital with inter-
linear French translations, bearing silent testimony to the hero-
ic efforts she had made in the preparation of her lessons., Her
recall to the Motherhouse in Quebec was deeply regretted by the
members of the medical staff who placed little confidence in the
teaching ability of her successor. Accordingly, at a steff

meeting the doctors passed a resolution that more and better

7 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter of
Dr. W. J. P, MacMillan, dated August 27, 1954.

8 Inigd.
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teaching must be provided for the nurses. This was much resen-
ted by the lLoecal Buperior who asked that it be deleted from
the minutes.g Relations became more snd more strained, and in
May, 1924, the Superior General of the Grey Sisters wrote the
Blshop of Charlottetown to the effect that the sisters had ac-
cepted certain changes at the Charlottetown Bospital merely by
way of trial, and that they could not carry these on to the sat-
isfaction of the medical suthorities. Since the Congregatlion
lacked English-speaking subjects, and no French sisters could
be spared to take up speciel studies in preparation for this
work, 1t was deemed advisable to recsll the sisters to Quebec,
but not before July 1, 1925 in order to enable the Bishop to

10 One

put into effect necessary plans for thelr replacement.
of the conditions exacted by the Grey Nuns when they took over
the administration of the hospital was that they would reserve
the right of recalling their subjects when they found it neces-
sary to do so. This wes approved by Cardinal Taschereau, Arch-
bishop of Quebec, and Right Reverend Peter MolIntyre, Bishop of
Cherlottetown.ll
The momentous decislon made by the Grey Nuns entailed

great responsibllity for the Bishop of Charlottetown, who found

himself under the necessity of providing for the management

9 Ibid.

10 Sister Ste. Christine, Letter to Bishop O'Leary, dated

May 8, 19 =
oY B ey SRR e A s L TR oTh Y SRAB 0f Charlottetown,
dated November 24, 1890,
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of 2 hospital with only one trained nurse in his new Commu-
nity of religious. There was no time to be lost in idle specu~
lation, and as soon as arrangements could be mede five sisters
were sent to prepare for hospital work, one to St, Martha's
Hospital, Antigonish, for nursing, two to St. Joseph's Hoas-
pital, Glace Bay, one for nursing, the other for laboratory
technigue, and two to Milwaukee, one for hospitsl administra-
tion and the other for x-ray technique.lz
A disastrous fire at the Charlottetown Hospital on
November 21, 1922 hed s0o badly deameged the wooden structure
that it was the unanimous opinion of the medical staff that
it could no longer be used, even when repalred, ss s permanent
hospital. Accordingly, it wes moved across the street and a
modern brick building wes erected on the old site. 1 When the
Sisters of 3t. Martha were ready to take over the administra-
tion of the hospital, they were faced with the difficulty of
transferring from the o0ld and organizing the new.
Agaln the Bishop sent an urgent appeal for assistance
to the Sisters of St. Marths in Antigonish, reminding them of
their promise to assist in hospital work.14 The Superior replied
that the depleted gtaffs of their own hospitals rendered them

12 Mother F. Loyolea, Annals of the Congregation, 1924,
Mount St. Mary's Archives.

13 Bishop O'Leary, Circular Letter to the Priests of
the Diocese, dated November 29, 1922, in Diocesan Archives.

14 ~--veee , Letter to Wother Faustina, dated Feb. 25,1925,
in Diocesan Archives.
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unable to give prolonged assistance, but that two sisters
would be sent to assist in the orgaenization of the new hospital
end prepare for the offielal opening which was scheduled for
early in September,

Sister Mary Paule had completed her training in admin-
istration by this time and was placed in charge. A person of
broad understanding end of great personal charm, she was ad-
mirably fitted for the responsibility which fell to her so
early in her religious life. Besides, the training she re-~
celved in Milwasukee gave her a good insight into best hospi-
tal practices, which stood her in good stead across the years.

Although the sisters felt themselves incapable of carry-
ing on the efflcent work of their predecessors, yet they bol-
stered their fainting spirits by often recalling, "I can do all
things in Him Who strengtheneth me,"” and thelr faith and obe-
dience were amply rewarded. With the ald of secular help they
were able to easrry on until the sisters in traipning had com-
pleted their courses and had taken over the supervision of the

verious departments.

3. 8St. Vincent's Orphanage
June 25, 1925, the day that saw the Grey Nuns with-
drew from the Charlottetown Fospitel, witnessed their depar-
ture also from St. Vincent's Orphanage, an institution which

had been in operation under their care since August, 1910. In
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In that year a farm of about eighty acres of excellent land

waes purchased by the Episcopal Corporation at the earnest in-
slstgnce of the priests of the diocese.15 As the frame dwelling
on this property was small, plans were put into effect for the
construction of & brick building which would provide institu-
tional care for about one hundred orphans. In the meentime

the small building functioned as an orphenasge, and on October 5
the names of the first two orphans appear on the register. Two
days later four more nemes were ingseribed, the number gradually
increasing so that by November 13 twenty-five children had
found shelter within its walls. In 1914 the present building
was ready for oooupancy%6 end the former building was conver-
ted into a very fine school.

When the Siaters of 3t. Vartha took over the manage-~
ment of the institutlion, the total enrolment was ninetyathree.l7
Although there have been as many as 125 children enrolled, the
usual number 1s asbout eighty-five. The task of providing prop-
er care for the ochildren has always been a matter of much oon-
cern to those in charge, but one in which s financiasl problem
was never involved. Bod has certsinly placed in the hearts of

the Catholic people of Prince Edward Island a large share of

15 Sister John Beptist, St. Vincent's Orphanage, 1935, p.l.

16 Sister Ste. Elizabeth, Annals, 1914, St. Vincent's
Orphanage Archives.

17 gister John Baptist, op. cét., p. 1.
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His own great love for the little ones. Whether crops falled
or prices slumped, the orphans have never wanted, and this de-
spite the fact that remuneration 1s ordinarily received for
less than twenty-five per cent of the children., Apart from
this income snd small government and eity grants{etotalling
even today only four thousand dollarsfgthe orphanage has ever
depended for its support on the voluntary contributions of

the people.

In 1930 Reverend Father Arsenault, pestor of Mount Car-
mel, originated a plan whereby the orphans were given s pleas-
ant summer vscatlon in the rural homea of his parish.zo The
example of hlis parishioners was followed so that today neerly
every ohild spends at least part of the summer vacation in the
country.

In regard to the educatlon of the children, it has been
the practice of the Community to do its utmost to provide good
teachers. Musle and drame form an important part of the school
curriculum, so much so that at provinclal musical and drama fes-
tivals the children of St. Vincent's Orphanage ususlly secure
prizes. WMenusel training for the boys snd sewing lessons for

the girls are part of the regular prograzn.‘?‘l

18 Sister M. Henry et al., Financial Statements, 1925-195
19 Ibld., 1953.

20 Sister John Baptist, op. ecit., p. 2.

3 I , Annual Report, 1953, Mount St. Mary's
Archlves.
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The priests at St. Dunstan's College teke speclal
interest in the children and do much to foster thelr spir-
itual growth, while their recreational life is fostered by
the various societies which function within the oity.

Regardless of the fact that children placed in an
orphaﬁage receive tender care from those whose lives are ded-
focated to this service, the fact remsins that an institution
does not and cannot take the place of a real home. In view
of this fact, every effort is made to plece children who are
for adoption in gsuitable homes. In recent years the trend is
towards foster homes rather than institutions, the children
being placed in families of thelr religious affiliation through-
out the community. Those who subsoribe to this procedure main-
tain that in an institutional setting the emotional and socisal
development of chlldren is somewhat retarded, whereas member-
ship in a family group end inclusion in e community enable
them to leed a fuller life.

This matter haes already been glven some consideration
in Prince Edward Island by those interested in social welfare
work, but whether the plan will be ultimastely adopted lies at
present only in the reslm of possibility.

The concern of the Catholic people of the province for
the welfere of the orphans has been briefly outlined. Its

care for the aged poor will next be considered.
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4, Ssacred Heart Home

When ¥Mras. Owen Connolly presented her home and its
beautiful slte for the use of the Charlottetown Hospital in
1890, she made provision for a certain number of destitute
within its walls.®2 This good work was carried on by the Grey
Runs of Quebe¢ until the fire already referred to damaged the
building in 1921. It was then found necessary to transfer
the 014 ladles in théir care to temporary lodgings in a house
which the Blishop nemed St. Francis Hostel, and which was given
to the cere of the new Congregati.c:n.z3

The c¢rying need of a home for the poor and aged had
long called forth longing desires on the part of meny of the
clergy and of the people. The charity of the diocese, so
great in caring for the sick and the orphans, had never exten-
ded itself to the poor &and aged, even though the Provincial
Home was absolutely incapable of meeting this need. According-
ly, in & circular letter of November 29, 1922, addressed to all
the prlests of the dlocese, the Bishop made known his intention
of converting the old hospitel into a home for the poor and aged,

which would be plauced under the care of the Zisters of St. lMarthsa,

22 Bister Mary Paula, Annels, Charlottetown Hospital,
1¢25.

83 Ibiad.
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and named the 3acred Heart Hom.e.24 Thus it may be seen that
the fire in the Charlottetown Hospitsl, which was regsrded at
the time as s terrible calamity proved to be nothing more then
a blessing in disguise.

Within fifteen months after it opened its doors, Au-
gust 24, 1925, the Home was filled to capecity, one hundred
and twelve?5 thus emphasizing the great need there was for such
an institution. TFifteen dollars a month was sll that wes asked
for boerd and lodging, and that only from those who were able
to pay. No needy person was refused admission because of lack
of financial means, even though it wes at the cost of much sac-
rifice that this service was maintained. Through donations
from benefasctors and with & solute trust in God Who never for-
sook them in thelr needs the sisters were enabled to dispense
His mercies to the destltute poor, many of whom would other-
wise have been compelled to spend their declining years in ut-
ter misery.

This was before the days of 0ld Age Pensions, but even
today the guests at the Sascred Heart Home are charged at a very
low rate 80 that they will be able to enjoy, even in a small
measure, the pleasure of possession so deeply imbedded in every

humen heart.

24 Bishop 0'Leary, Circular Letter to FPriests, dated
November 29, 1922, in Diocesan Archives.

25 Sister M. Aloyslus, Apnnual Report, 19268, in Mount
St. Mary's Archives.
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Is it possible to transplant the aged without break-
ing thelr spirits? Through personsl interviews the author
has learned that those who are at the Sacred Heart FEome
through cholce would not think of returning to their former
way of life. Nearly all others who have been placed there
contrary to their wishes have become guite at home in the con-
genlel etmosphere, while the remesining few at least find life
tolerable. It can be safely ssserted that sll appreclate
the fact that not only sre their physical needs belng well
taken care of, but they are given every opportunity of deepen-

ing their spirituel lives and preparing for s happy eternity.
$. The Dicocesan Centennial Year

To detail chronologlcally the events of each succeed-
ing year would become monotonous. The year 1929, however, is
of special interest in the history of the Congregetion of the
Sisters of St. Martha.

a) Consecration of the Basillca.- The mejor event
scheduled to merk the Dlocesan Centennisl Year was the conse-
cration of the Cathedral Church on July 26, raised in this year
to the rank of a minor basilice.2® The preparations for and the
ocarrying out of the ceremonies, &s well as the care of the visit-

ing prelates, entalled a great desl of work for the sisters, who

26 Mother F. Loyola, Annsls, 19289, in Mount St. Kary's
Archives.
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were proud to have part in this historic ceremony, climaxing
as it 414 a century of effort and eschievement for the honour
of God and the advancement of the interests of Eoly Mother
Church.

When the congsecration ceremonies %ere over, Bishop
O'Leary invited his distinguished guests, the Apostolic Dele-
gate, Archbishop Cassulo, his secretary, VWonsignor Buzotti,
Archbishop Henry O'Leary, and Nonsignor Jemes Chsrles MacGuigan
to spend a week at "Allemor", the summer home of his brother
at Grand Tracadie, P.E. I. TUneble to secure the services of
a chef, with great reluctance he asked for sisters, believing
that the granting of this request would seriously interfere
with other Community activities. The Superior was happy to
accede to his wighes and sent two of her pest cooka. In the
record of this event 8s found in the snnals eppears the fol-
lowing: "It was a source of greast joy when the Papal Delegate
asked for the recipe of the spaghettl served et supper this
evening. The moston Cook Book and Sister Anna Marie deserve

the credit."av

b) Two Religious Communities come to Charlottetown.-
To celebrate the Centennisl Year in a permenent way Bishop
O'Leary invited the Redemptorist ¥Fathers to open a new mis-

sion in Charlottetown. The sisters cared for them at the

27. Mother F. Loyola, Annals, 1929, in Mount St., Mary's
Archives.



A DECADE OF EXPANSION, 19$21-1931 40

Charlottetown Hospital until their rectory accommodations

were ready.ae

Their coming to Charlottetown has meant very
muoh in the spiritual lives of the Sisters of St. Martha who
since that time have had the benefit of their spirituel direc-
tion and advice. TFor all these blessings they are indeed

grateful to Almighty Gogd.

The S8ister Adorers of the Precious Blood were also
invited to establish a monastery in Charlot tetown during the
Centennial Year. The Islend Community wes thereby given a
splendid opportunity of exercising charity by assisting them
in the solution of many difficulties inherent in the msking

of a new roundation.29

They were thus enebled to show their
gratitude for what a sister community had done for them in

thelr early struggles.

¢) Illness and deeth of Bishop O'Leary.- The straln
of the oonseoration ceremonies was too greet for the beloved
Bishop of the diocese, whose 1ill-health had been for some time
a source of grave anxiety to all. Early in September, 1920,
he went to ¥ontreal for treatment,?oand later to his brother's

home in Dayton, Ohio, to recuperate. In meking preperestions

28 Sister M. Psula, Annals, 1929, Charlottetown Hos-
pital Archives.

29 Mother F. Loyola, Annals, 1929, ¥ount St. Mary's
Archives.

30 Ibld.
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for his return journey he became suddenly 11l and died on
July 8, 1930,

The death of him who had in so fatherly s manner fos-
tered the growth of the young Community during most trying years
was & severe blow. In her last conversation with him before he
went to.Montreal, the Euperiﬁr General ssked him what virtues
he wished to see stressed in the Community. ®Charity in the
Community," he said, "and for yourselr, oourage."51 Did he have
a premonition that she would soon be without his fatherly coun-
sel?

Bishop O'Leery was born in Richibuoto, New Brunswick,
August 8, 1877.. He greduasted from St. Joseph's University, Mem-
rameook, with a B. A, degree when he was but seventeen. HNe fin-
1shed his . philosophical and theologlcal courses in Montreal
Grand Semineary apq gquived the degree of Dooctor of Divinity at
the early age otiﬁﬁanty-one. He then went to Rome to further
his studles, anﬁ after having received his dooctorste in Canon
Lew he was ordsined in the Besilice of St. John Lateran on Holy
Saturdey, 1900, He offered his first Mass in the ohapel of the
Canadian College on Easter Sunday.

On returning from Rome he served as secretary to Bishop

Barry of Chatham, and soon was named Chancellor of the Diocese.

31 Mother F. loyola, Annals, 1929, in Mount St. Mary's
Archives.
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¥rom 1903-1904 he served =3 spiritual director for the pupils
of St. Michael's Academy and for the Sisters of Hotel Dieu,
thereby gaining an experience of much use to him later. In
1914 he was made Bishop of Hiersaspolis and Auxiliary Bishop of
Chatham, In 1920 he succeeded his brother as Bishop of Charlotte-
town.

The external development of the Congregation during his
eplscopate has already been considered; of great importance al-

s0 was the internal growth during this period.
6. Voting by Delegates First Introduced

The system of voting by delegates was first used in
the Congregation at the General Chapter of 1927, thirteen del-
3
egates attending. The results of this election were as rollows:a

Mother Frances Loyola, Superior General
Sister Mary Paula, 1st Assistant
Sister M. St. John, 2nd Assistant
8ister M. Aloysius, 3rd Assistent
Sister M. Faustina, 4th Assistant
Sister ¥. Teresa, Treasurer General
Sister ¥, Faustina, Seoretary General

According to the Constitutions of the Congregation
the General Chapter is composed of:
1. The Superior Genersl

2. Tormer Superiors General
S. The members of the General Council

32 Slater M. Faustina, Minutes of the General Chapter, :
1927, Mount 8t. Mery's Archives.
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4. The Segretary Genersl
5. The Treasurer General
6. Loocal Superiors in office, whose houses comprise
gt least twelve professed sisters who belong to
that house.
7. One delegate from each of these houses elected
by the sisters of theat house.

For the election of delegsates to the Chapter, all profes-
sed slsters, even those of temporary vows, have a vote, but
only professed sisters of perpetual vows may both vote and be
considered eligible es candidates. Houses not heving at least
twelve professed religlous sre grouped in such 2 manner that
each group will send to the General Chapter two delegates, that
1s, one local superior elected from the locel superiors of the
group and one sgister, who is not a superior, elected from eamong
the professed sisters of perpetusal vows belonging to the group.
Each group must comprise at least twelve professed religious

and twenty at the most.33

7. Religlous end Secular Training Fostered

The inadequacy of their numbers and the enormity of the
work entalled in the proper management of the seven houses com-
mitted to their care left the sisters very little opportunity
for the furtherance of their eduoation. Besldes, the Commu-
nity was always struggling for flnancial adequacy during those

early years. However, the first Superior General, Mother

33 Constitutions of the Congregation of the Sisters of
St. Martha of Prince Edwsrd 1lsiand, pp. &7-29.
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Frances Loyols, made valiant efforts at the cost of untold
saerifice to carry out an educationsl program that would en-
able meny of the sisters to do thelr work more efflciently and
equlp others for teaching serviee.3¢ Courses in pharmacy tech-
nigque at Dalhousie University, in dietetics at Hotel Dieu Hos-
pital in Campbellton, and in cetechetics at the London Sochool
of Catechetics resulted in an enlargement of the scope of the
work of the Congregatlon, while the courses given at Kinkore
convent school made sisters eligidle for sdmission to Prince
of Wales College and Normal School so that they could gualify
23 teachers. (

As the works of the Community eipénded, the need for a
revised Directory became increasingly evident. Before Mother
Sfdnialaus lert for Antigoniéh in 1921 she had‘ﬂéd a book of
cugtoms drawn up, dbut it was not complete and in some caaes
at variance with esfdbxiuhedéusygea, vased as it was on one Jent
her by the Superiofjot the Siaters of Providence, Springfield,

Massnohusetts.as

Agygrdingly, at the meeting of the General
Chepter in 1927 steps were taken to bring about the reesliza-
tion of this project. In the meantime letters weré'seni from
the Motherhouse from time to time directing the sisters on~ous-

toms to be observed and giving edmonitions on religious deportment.

S4Mother F. Loyola, Annsls of the Congregation, 1924-
1930, Mount St. Mary's Archives.

108 35 Personal Interview with Mother ¥. Loyola, Septemdber
5, 19%4.
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Correspondence courses in Christian Dootrine and in
Chureh liturgy were inaugurated, all designed to deepen the
apiritual life of the a&atora. lest in their efforts to ful-
1l the gsecondary and of tha Gungregation thn primary end be
lost awht of, nmly, to hceome true spouses of Christ and to
#ld one another in the work ar thoir perteeticn. In this con-
neatian the 6ammunity was tortunato in heving as its head a
Superior with a marked oonblnation of holiness and intelli-
gence. By clroulnr lcttora. visitetions, snd private 1nter-
views she impreased upon the sistera that their active life
must ever be nourxahed by the eontemplative life of prayer - a
oonviatian deeply rootea 1n her own phileosophy of life. She '
mmde the first formal visitetion of the Community in 1928, and
1n tbe eircular letter which tollcwed are found earnest exhorta-
tlans to the sisters to ualk the way of perreation:36
If we earnestly endeavour to practise charity end si-
lence, we shall do mueh not only for our own sanctifloa-
tion and towarda the fulfilment of our obligation to
atrive for perfeetion, but we ghall draw down upon our
Community the ohoieest blessings of God. It will grow in
nuxbers, obedience snd humility will reign, end in it will
be round thaet holy peace which the world ocannot glve....
It must have been a sourece of great consolation to her
to find after the death of Sister Mary Alfred on April 15, 1926,
ovidenoe from her notes of the efforts she had made towards
aclr-nnnctirication, end this discovery must have compensated

in some measure for the loss susteined in the death of one of

36 Mother F. Loyola, Circular Letter to the Sisters on
e Missions, 1928, Mount St. Kary's Archives,
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the best teaghers of the Community, and that at a time when
teachers were sorely needed:

In the beginning of my illness, May, 1924, my
Divipne Spouse and I made 8 contract in which Ee
prozised to forgive me all my sins, to give me the
grace to leave my class without worry or anxiety and
to submit oheerfully to all the inconveniences of 1ll-
ness, On my part I promised to obey cheerfully every
preseription of the doctor and infirmsrien, and to
show no signs of impatience or sadness.

I knew pot whether 1 am going to recover permanent-
ly; neither 4o I ¢are. Deeth will be as scceptable as
health., My part will consist in perfeot conformity to
God's holy will in regard to my health and in exaot
obedlence to my Superiors. My motto will continue to %0
be, "I c2n do ell things in BHim Who strengtheneth me."

S8ister Mary Alfred pronounced her perpetual vows on
her deathbed one month before the expiration of her temporary
vows. Pontifical Requiem Mass was oelebrated by her uncle,
the lste Arokbishop 3innot, and she was buried in Mount St.

Mary's cemetery, the first to be laid in the Motherhouse plot.58

Summary

The first matter occupying the attention of the first
General Council was the acceptsnce of Kinkora School. The
withdrawel of the Grey Runs of Quebee from the Hospital and
Orphensge entailed much preparation on the part of the Sisters
of St. Marths who were called upon to take over the administra-
tion of these institutions, as well as a Home for the aged. The

Diocesan Centennlal Year geve the sisters sn added opportunity

37 Mother ¥, Loyola, Annals, 1928 wount St. Mery's Archives.
38 Ibid.
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of assisting in other phases of 4iocesan endeavour- It brought
to Cherlottetown two new religious Communities, but it also
brought the illness and subsequent death of the beloved Bishop.
While efforts to improve the slsters in efficlency were being
carried on, a constant vigilsnce over the Community's religious
life was maintained. Its growth under a new Bishop is con-

8idered in the next ohapter.



CHAPTER III
GROWTH UNDER BISHOP JOSEPH A. O'SULLIVAN, 1931-1944

On coming to the See of Charlottetown in 1931, Bishop
0'Sullivan manifested his interest in the Sisters of St. Martha
by making the inauguration of a campeign for a new Motherhouse
one of his first official scts. With the opening of a soclal
welfare department and the establishment of religious vacation
schools he further extended the works of the Congregation, The
opening of a senior high school in Kinkora and of a new rural
school in Tracedie Cross marked further educational advances,
while Western Hospitel, Alberton, brought hospital facdilities to
rur;l areas, During his episcopate the work of the Congregation
was carried beyond the diocese. An extensive educational pro-
gram better prepared the sisters, now numbering forty-five, for

their speclalized works.
1. Cempaign for a New Mothérhouse

Bishop O'Sullivan gave undeniable testimony of his in-
terest in the Diocesan Gongregation by mgk%n% his firsé pastoral
an appeal for strong support in its charitable wqrgs and an intro-
duection of & campalign for a more suitable Motherhousedand Novi-
tiate.l He authorized the sisters to maske a house-to-house can-

vass in the parishes on behalf of their building fund, placing

1 Bishop Joseph A, O'Sullivan, Pastoral Letter, 1931,
in Mount St. Mary's Archives.
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his personal subscription of one thousand dollars at the heed
of the 11st.® The continued depression prevented the campaign
from being the success anticipated, but the visits of the sls-
ters to the parish homes wes invariably much appreciated. 1In
the gnnals are }ecorﬁed touching anecdotes which show how the
good people considered these beggers as bearers of benisons to
their homes., The cordiasl support and cooperation of the pas-
tors, nearly all of whom were struggling with their own eco-
nomioc difficulties, was most heartening. After the firat year
the sisters did4 not meke any d4irect appeal, but by means of
bequests snd voluntary donations the fund had become sufficient-
ly enlarged in 1939 that the Superior General was able to write
in one of her circular letters to the sisters:
We are beginning now to look forward with assured

hope and certalnty to the actual building of our long

desired and sorely needed Motherhouse. Our Bishop says

that we shall have sufficlent funds to begin construc-

tion very_soon, Let us keep on hoping and praying and

planning.5

These hopes were for the present Goomed to disappoint-

ment. The permission to build was cancelled when World War II
broke out.4 This deoision on the part of the Bishop has since
been a source of regret because it would have been much cheaper

to bulld in 1940 then at any time since, and at a time when

good pre-war materlals were still available. However, force

2 Mother ¥. lLoyola, Annals of the Congregation, 1931,
in Mount St. Mary's Archives.

3 Mother M, Paula, Circulsr Letter to the Sisters, dated
February 2, 1939.

4 ~meemnm , Annaels of the Congregation, 1940.
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6f ocircumstances slmost compelled the Bishop to revert to his
former decision.

At midnight on March 9, 1942, Mount St. Mery's was
shaken to 1ts very centre. A bomber flying back to base ex-
perienced serious difriculties, and, thinking he was immediate-
ly over Worthumberland Strait, dropped his load of bombs, many
large and a few small. The white expanse below him, however,
was not the strait, but a field ad jacent to Mount St, Mary's.
Portunately, but one small bomb exploded, end no very serious
consequences ensued. Yifteen years more were to pass before

the hopes of the Oongregation were reelized.
2. 8Socisl Welfare Department

When Bishop O'Sullivan in his first pastoral appealed
for strong support in the charitable works of the Congregation,
as referred to in the laat section, he had especially in mind
the poor snd unfortunate in the city of Charlottetown. For
them nothing had ss yet been done in a systematic, organized
way. It is true that for fifty years the Charlottetown Hos-
pital had deen carrying on in an unostentatious way the noble
work of rendering muoh free service to the poor who came within
its walls, as well as to outside cases in need. This latter
asctivity, haﬁever, was carried on in a more or less desultory
fashion until October 1, 1931, when a Social Welfasre Department

wag organigzed to meet looal oconditions and given the name of
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Social Service.® The establishment of this service filled &
long-felt want in providing nursing cere in the homes at 1lit-
tle or no cost. By this means, as well 88 by 1ts educative and
preventive influence, it made lighter the demands upon the
hospital wards.

A qualified nurse graduste, who had tsken a special
ocourse in social service, was added to the personnel. She as-
sisted one of the nursing sisters in the visitetion of the sick
throughout the eity and in caring for the patients coming to
the out-patients' department for minor treatments.6 Members
of the Catholic Women's League offered their services for the
making and repairing of clothing for distribution among the
poor, while the various firms throughout the city gave gen-
erously of food sand clothing.v

Two rooms in the Charlottetown Hospital , eqguipped
with desks and filing cabinets, were placed at the dispossl
of the soclisl workers for the interviewing of relief cases.
The hospital remained their headquarters until 1942 when the
Episcopal Corporation mede more spacious apartments availeable,

in whioch a comfortable setting was arranged for a girls' clubd

5 Mother M. Paulas, Annals of the Congregation, taken
from Soclal Service Depsrtment, news Item in the Charlottetown
Guardlan, 1ssue of September 26, 1931.

6 Sister M., Camillus, Records, Socisl Welfare Department,
1932,
7 Ibid.
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and sewing centre.e

As time went on the many soclal problems resulting
from war conditions made the need for a better trained person-
nel an urgent necessity., This need found expression in a let-
ter of the Bighop of the dlocese addressed to the Superior
General:

...The time will soon come when we will be faced
with proposals to bring other social asgencies here,
and if we sre not properly organized, we wlll have to
step sside.

If you have any likely novices, we might consider
sending them to Montrenl or elsewhere for special cour-
ses, This would mean going without thelr religious
habit, if they went to, say, The Royal Victorias Hos-
pital, for the Montreal ecclesiastical authorities
would not spprove of any nuns attending sny but a
Catholic institution there, and, as fer as 1 know
there is no Catholic institution in Montreal qualified
to give & sultable course. But 1f you picked the right
nuns, I feel we could permit them to go for a six 9
months' course without detriment to their vocation....

The result was that two professed sisters enrolled
at the Toronto University School of Soclal Work in September,

1943.10

On thelr graduation two years later, these sisters,
the first trained social workers employed in the province,
put into effect s more expansive program. Keorgasnized under
a Board of Directors on March 18, 1948,ll the Social Service

became known as The Catholle Social Welfare Buresu, taking

8 Ibid., 1942

9 Bishop 0'Sulliven, Letter to sother ¥¥. Paula, dated
February $, 1943.

10 Vother M. Paula, Annals of the Congregation, 1943,
Mount St. Mary's Archlves.

11 Sister John of the Cross, Records, Cztholic Socisl
¥elfare Bureau,1948.
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the form of a Multiple Function Agency according to stan-

dards set down by the Cansdian Welfare Council. In the fol-

lowing year it was constituted a Child Welfeare Agency.lz More
apaseious apartments agalin became a necesgity, and commodious

dignified offices were provided in August, 1950, by St. Dun-

stan's Basilica parish.

Although the greater part of the work undertaken by
the Cstholio Social Welfare Bureau 1s confined to the city of
Charlottetown, whose present population is approximately
18,000, yet the placement cf children in foster homes, as well
a8 the follow~-up service maintained, brings the social workers
to every seotion of the province.

The amount of good, both temporsl and spiritual, that
this agency has already accomplished for the poor end sick in
Charlottetown, both Catbolic and Protestant, 1s beyond caloula-
tion. 8Still greater achievements will there be as it gathers

momentum and all its possibllitlies are revealed.
3. Religious Vacation Schools

Having shown his paternal interest in the poor of
his floek, the Bishop's next conocern was for the spiritual
welfare of the youth of the diocese. In June, 1935, he erec-

ted the Confraternity of Christian Dootrine in all parishes.l3

12 Ibid.

13 Bishop 0'Sullivan, Circular Letter to the rriests,
dated June 3, 1935.
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Creat impetus was thereby given to the teaching of catechism
since dlocesan catechetical examinetions were henceforth to
be an annusl event. This in turn gave birth to the religlous
vaecation schools, whioh, since 1936, have played an important
part in the spiritusl lives of the children.

The teaching sisters of the Congregstion, who had
received special training in catecheticsl work, cooperated
with the pestors of the various parishes to which they were
invited in attempting to carry out 2 diversified program of
religious eduocation.

The bezt known pedagogical methods were utilized to
give the children the happlest sort of introduction to the
study of thelir religion. 7o explain the prayers in s simple
manner, to interpret sscred plotures, to lead the children
in sacred musie, to recount biblical stories and lives of the
galints in e way that would interest the children, to dramatize
saocred history, to develop an understanding love for the lass,
to oconduct projeot work, to promote and supervise recreation
and games - all this, in asddition to explaining simply the
lessons of the cetechism, constituted the program of the
religious vacatlion school. Perents were willing to mske hero-
ic sacrifices in order thet their children might enjoy the
advantages of two weeks of deily religious education and
teaching, while the sisters themselves found in such vacation

schools an outlet for true missionary zesl.
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One very noticeable effect of the religlous vacation
schools was that they made the people of the parishes in which
they were held very education-consclous. They brought requests
for sisters to tesch in the district schools,l4but reguests
that could not be immedimtely granted. The people of Einkora
parish petitioned in 1941 that provisions be made for the teach-
ing of Grade XI, and es the sisters had already been estab-
lished there for twenty years, their request received first

consideration.
4. Kinkora 3Senlor Eigh School

For fourteen years the slsters had been living in s
temporary convent. An opportunity for a more commodious res-
idence presented itself in 1935 when a fine property of ninety
acres of land, in close proximity to the school, was for sale
for six thousand dollers, The sisters, on the urgent insis-
tence of Bishop 0'Sullivan, made the purchase, borrowing the

lsanﬂ agsuming the oblize-

money from the Eplscopal Corporation,
tion of the payment of botk principal and interest. The re-
sale of elghty-one acres of land on the following day for
twenty-three hundred dollars enabled them to meke such altera-

tions and sdditions as were necessery to convert the bullding

14 Mother *'. Faula, Annsls, 1940, l'ount St. YVary's
Archives.

15 Sister ¥. Cetherine, Annalg, 1935, St. Stsnislaus
Convent Archives.
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into m suitaeble convent, in which they took up residence on
August 20, 1935.16—The converting of the 0ld convent into a
well-equipped classroom for the accommodation of senior pu-
pils from all over the parish was but the matter of a short
time, so that st the beginning of the next school year it was
ready to function in its new capacity.

In order to meet ever-incressing educational demands
it became evident 1in 1941 that provision must be made for the
teaching of Grade XI. The convent was enlarged to provide for
extra classroom space, for laboratory and library facilities,
a8 well ss for the accommodation of bosrders. Un September 9,
1941, the convent opened ita doors to its first Grasde XI c¢lass,
comprising twenty-four pupils from various parts of the province.17
In 1952 8 large modern six-room school with 8 ten-foot base-
ment was bullt, a credit to the people of Kinkora parish and a
monument to the pastor now deceased. At the moment the work
of adding two new classrooms to house Grades XI and XII is in
progress, so that in 1955 there will be seven teachers angd
about one hundred and seventy pupils, including music pupils
who come from other distriets.

Kinkora, however, has always been a difficult school

in which to teach, ss 1s often the case in strictly Irish
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Catholic settlements. Rivelries end jeelousles amcu. *he
pupils themselves and among their perents meke much heavier
the burdens of the teachers who must be constsntly on thelir
guard lest they be accused of showing favoritism. The contrast
wag very evident when the next school was opened in a strictly

Catholic Scotch settlement 1n 1942.
5. Tracadie Cross School

August 15, 1942, marked the opening of the second
school accepted by the Congregation.lsIn the parish of Tra-
cadle Oross there were seven school districts, each with its
own one-room school in which Grades I-X were taught by the
same teacher, not an uncommon situstion in meny rural schools
throughout the province., The result wss that many youths of
fifteen and sixteen were leaving school with scarcely more
than a2 primary education, because under existing circumstaences
only the bright pupils could ever hope to pass the provincial
examinations for admlission either to Prince of Wales College
and Normal School or to St. Dunsten's College High School.

For some years this was a matter of grave concern to
the pastor, Reverend Fenneth MacTherson, who saw that the only
solution to the problem was a central school which tke senior

pupils of the parish could attend. This would relieve congestion

18 8ister dohn of the Cross, Annals, 1942, Tracadie
Cross Convent Archives.
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in the district schools and at the seme time enable the teach-
ers to conduct their classes more efficlently. “hen he made
known hls plens to the Yinlster of Eduostior, he did not at
first get the cooperation he expected because st that time the
Department of Kducetion was already considering much larger
units of administration, snd 314 not consider Tracadie Cross
as & sulteble centre. However, after a couple of years when
no further steps were taken by the Department, Father MecPher-
son presented his case sgein and obtalned permission to open =
convent school. As the district school hed but one room, the
oredit union room in the parish bhall served as sn additional
classroom for the senior pupils of the parish until the new
school was completed.

The high cost of bullding meterisl during the war
vears necessitated the postponement of the erection of & ocon-
vent for & few years, the sisters being thus obliged to take
up residence in apertments in the parochial house. October 30,
1950, saw the blessing of the new conventlgwhich provided ac-
commodation for bogrders as well as additionel e¢lassroom
space. The enrolment soon ircreassed from twenty-five to ninety,
making it necessary for the Community to supply four teachers,

one of whom teaches music and direots the chlildren's and the

19 Sister &, of Lourdes, Annals, Assumption Convent,
Tracadie Cross, 1950.
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men's choirs.

The children of Tracadie Cross are exceptionally mu-
gicsl, and since they have not had until recent years oppor-
tunities for the development of this talent, they are highly
sppreciative of what is being done for them. The words of
praise directed to them by one of the sdjudicators of the pro-
vineisl musical festival held in Charlottetown on May 4, 1954,
struck a very responsive chord in their hearts:

Thig choir gave us the most polished performance

of the afterncon - a fine choir - s good tone - clesr,

bell-like, well managed and controlled, good feellng

for the rhythm, with words clear and significant. This

cholr sang with verve and zest - an excellent perfor-

mance .21

As a result of this recognition of thelr talents by an
expert in the fleld, they were encouraged to excel in ell
phases of the school program, and it is hoped that the re-
alizatlon of their potentislities will help to destroy the
inferior complexes which grip the puplls of this school.

In the ssme year es Tracsdie Cross school was accep-

ted, the opening of another school wes postponed in favor of

carrying the work of the Congregation farther afield.
6. Tirst ¥ission Qutside the Diocese

In the archives et l'ount St. Mary's may be seen meny

letters from Bishops and Priests, both of Canade end of the

2l Earle Terry, Report, in Provincial usical Festival,
18564, Charlottetown.
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United States, fequesting the 3isters of St. Marthe to es-
teblish foundations in different dicceses. The vestness of
the work slready uhdertaken, however, and the meny possidil-
ities reveéling themselves at home, rrevented acceptsnce, even
though some of the offers were most inviting. Even the Bishop-
Foundef's request for sisters to work in the Edmonton erchdio-
cese had to be refused.zz

In 1941 the Jesuit Tethers of Reglopolis Collége,
kimgston,IOntario, eppealed for four sisters to take charge of
the dletary department and for a nurse who would act as infirma-
rian.2® At the time 1t did not seem possidle that the request
would be granted, but when the Rector, Reverend Francis VacDonsld,
visited Prince Edward Islend the following year snd leid his
urgent réqueat before the Bishop, the latter beceme intensely
interested. The need of supervision seemed to be so great
tﬁet it wag difflicult to 4o enything else but acoede to the
Rector's wishes. The Superior Genersl and one of her esslistants
visited Regiopolis and the decision was made.

On July 31, 1942, one trained nurse, Sister Mary Stenis-
iaua, who was appointed Superior, accompanied by four slsters,

lefrt for Kingston to open the first “foreign mission."24 It is

22Fenry Joseph O'lLeary, Archbishor of Zdmonton, lLetter
to Mother ¥. loyolas, dated August 16, 1930, in Yount St Lary's

Archives.

23 Yother «. Pauls, Annals, 1941, in lount St. .ary's
Archives.
24 Ibnid.

g aa——
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not likely that the Community will accept any other offers

for the undertaking of domestic work outside the province. It
realizes that more than ordinary intelligence and training
are needed for the cerrying on of such works in institutions
with the efficiency expected of those who have consecrated
thelr lives to God. The old theory that any one at all can
do domestic work has long since been exploded. Any one can

do 1t, but in any way at all. Again, the greast mejority of
girls applying for admission to the Congregation today express
their wish to nurse or teach or do sociel welfare work; and
since it has been the policy of the Community to place subjects
in work for which they are best fitted and in which they will
be the happlest, it is going to be incressingly difficult to
meet the demands of domestic work.

However, the sisters who have been sent to Reglopolis
College have slways been very happy there. The unflageing in-
terest taken by the Jesult Fathers in their spiritual and tem-
peral welfare has ever been most encouraging, and has called
forth their best efforts. Although there has been from the
first a staff of five sisters, the nurse was allowed to remsin
only three years, as the opening of a new hospitel in 1945 re-

quired her services at home.
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7. Western Hospitel

The scarcity of doctors throughout rural areas is a
problem that has to be faced in every Canedien province, and one
which in the opinion of medical men themselves will never be
solved until the need for rursl hospitals is satisfied.

The people of Western Prince County, Prince Edward Is-
land, had for many years reslized that s hospital was the only
golution to their difficulty of retaining the services of med-
lcal men, but the financial problem involved in the construc-
tion and equipment of e modern hospital was ever a deterrent fac-
tor.- In 1945 an opportunity presented itself for the making of
a modest beginning in this dlrection when a commodious hotel in
the smell town of Alberton, the centre of this area, was for
sale. This structure, known as Albion Terrace Eotel, was 1de-
ally looated on a sloping elevation, with sufficlent grounds
for future expansion, The matter was brought to the attention
of the Bishop by the pastors of the rural parishes in this area,
and the purchase wes made by the Eplscopal Corporation. S3imul-
taneous with the renovation of the building was the construe-
tion of a new wing. When the remodelling wes complete, the Sis-
ters of St. Martha took over the management of the institution,

25

admitting their first patient on January 5, 1945. On the

26 Sister M. of Lourdes, Annals, Western Hospital, 1945.
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officiel opening of the completed structure on August 18, 1948,26
a new mllestone was reached in the evolution of hospital ser-
vice in Prince Tdward Island. Tastefully furnished and equip-
ped with a1l the modern eegsentials for surgicesl, medical, and
obstetricsl ceses, the Western Hospital, providing forty beds
and twelve bassinets, 1s & credlt to the people of West Prince
who gave the undertaking their generous support.

The first cempaign for funds in 1945 was not the fi-
nesncial success expected due to the fact that the non-Catholics
of the town were not 80 cooperative as was anticipated. This
wes much to be regretted becsuse they formed the mejor portion
of the population of the town of Alberton, end were, on the
whole, in a better positicn to give generously- With the ides
of the hospital itself they were in whole-hearted agreement,
but were opposed to its menagement by a religious group. The
chief leader of the opposition was the local druggist, John

27 ¥hen he

Weugh, a man of considersble influence in the town.
gave as the reason for his attitude that "the next thing the
Pope will be here," he was not stating the real basis of his
problem. FPurther investigatlon reveesled this. EHe could not
conceive of a sisters' hogpltal operating without a pharmacy,

and this he felt would effect hls flnanclel ruin. Accordingly,

26 Ibid.

27 Personsl interview with Sister i'. of Lourdes, Sep-
tember, 1954.
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at a meeting of the hospital officiels & resolution was adop-
ted to the effect that a pharmacy would not operate in the hos-
pital, and thet sell prescriptions would be referred to the lo-
cal druggist. This crested a different atmosphere and won the
support of ¥r. Waugh and many of his adherents. Although the
matter of prejudice is still s factor to be reckoned with,
preyer and Christlike charity to all, irrespective of creed,
have broken down the barriers to & considerable extent. The
me jority of the non-Catholics are proud of their hospital end
contribute gererously to its support.28
The Sisters of St, Mertha now own the institution,
the trans?er heving been made from the Eplscopal Corporation by
Bishop Boyle con April 18, 1954,29 Just before he left for Rome.
The original debt of approximetely one hundred and aixty thou-
sand dollars has been reduced to twenty thousand, so that two

years more will see its complete liquidatlon.so

The external works undertasken by the Congregation during
the Episcopate of Bishop 0'Sulliven have J}ust been consldered.
Important as they are in themselves, their fruits will depend
greatly on the prepasrstions made by the sisters for the under-

taking of these works. It will be necessary, therefore, to take

28 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter of
Sister M. Angele, Superintendent of “estern Lospital, dated
November 12, 1954.

29 Interview with Mother F. Loyola, September, 1954.
30 Interview with Sister !'. Angela, August, 1954.
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a glance at the interior of the Congregation to discover the

forces that are operating.
€. Internasl Growth

At the Generasl Election of 1933 Slster Mary Paule was
elected Superior General of the Congregation, s post which she
held for the next twelve years.Sl As administrator of the Char-
lottetown Hospitel for the previous eight years, she galined an
experience that admirably prepasred her for the new responsibil-
ities she was called upon to assume.

Although the spiritual development of the sisters was
ever her first concern, she left nothling undone, in so far as
the finances would permit, to ralse the standard of education
in the Community. With this in mind she strove to postpone the
opening of new houses as long a&s possible so that the efforts
and energies of the Congregation could be concentreted on the
attainment of greater efficiency in the works already underta-
ken. Thus it was thet nine years had elspsed from the time of
her appointment until another mission was opened.

During her incumbency intensified courses in music
were teken by all who could profit by them so that two of the
gl sters received diplomas in music from }cGill University-sz

To encourage and promote Gregorian chant in the Community and

31 Sister M. Faustina, Minutes of the General Chapters,

1933.
S8 Mother M. Paule, Annsls, 1941, in the Archives of the
Congregation.
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in the diocese, she sent sisters to Pius ¥ School of llusic in
New York and to Dr. Ronan's School of iusic in Toronto.>° This
waes the beginning of a program which has become more extensive
with the passing years, snd which was instrumental to no small
degree in bringing an apprecistion of Gregorian chant to many
parochial choirs.

Before 1934 no sisters had attended I'rince of Wales
College and Normal School, but Mother Psula was well sware
that many sacrifices would have to be made if the Community
were to fulflil one of the very purposes of its existence, that
of teaching in rural schools throughout the province. According-
ly, September 1934 saw the first sisters enroll in courses that
would lead to 8 teacher's license. Four years later they were
grented a similar permission to join the classes at St, Dunstan’'s.
College. These concessions have done much to ralse the tone of
the Community and to swell the number of recruits. Every ef-
fort has since been made to take advantage of these education-
al opportunities so thet eleven sisters have since obtasined de-
grees and many others have gone from these institutions to take
speclelized courses in the different works of the Community.

Bishop O'Sullivan firmly believed in keeping in the
vanguerd of progress and gave Vother Pasula every encouragement
and support in her efforts to sdvance her sisters. ‘hen he
left the diocese in 1944 to become the Archbishor of Kingston,
he left institutions staffed with qualified musicisns, teachers,

33 Ibid., 1934-1945.
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nurses, musicians, dietitians, and techniecians.
Summary

During the thirteen years of Bishop 0'Sullivan's
eplscopete there was 2 marked growth in the development of
the Congregation. The insuguration of a campaign for a new
¥Yotherhouse waes a source of encouragement and stimulation,
but its erection was postponed owing to the intervention of
war. New sctivities were provided in the opereting of a so-
cisl welfsre department end of religious vacation schools. The
opening of a senior high school in Kinkora and of & new rursl
school in Tracadie Cross merked progressive steps in the educa-
tional fleld, while 8 new rurel hospital brought increased hLos-
pitel fscilities. The care of the dletary depsrtment and infir-
mary of Regiopolis College, Kingston, Onterio, brought the work
of the Community beyond the diocese. The attention given to
the educstion of the sisters, now numbering eighty-eight, in
preparing them for their specielized works recelved the encouragement
and support of Bishop 0'Sullivan. The progress made during the
eplscopate of his successor, Bishop Boyle, will be considered

in the next chapter.



CHAPTEEK IV
GROWTH UNDER BISHOP JAMES BOYLE, 1944-1954

The ten years of Bishop Boyle's episcopate is an impor-
tant decade in the history of the Congregation. The establish-
ing of 8 school and nursing station in Lennox Island reserva-
tion marks the first organized attempt to better the condition
of the Indieng. The opening of three other rural schools and
the renovetion and eglargement of the Charlottetown Fospitsal
greatly expanded the work of the Congregation. While the Com-
munity sustained a severe loss in the death of 'other Vary

Faula, the ¥arian Yeer, 1954, brought very slgnal favours.
1. School and Mursing Station in Lennox Island

The officiasl opening of a school and rursing station
in Lennox Island on September 13, 1948{ marked the inaugure-
tion of the first organized sttempt to promote the spiritual,
cultural, and economic betterment of the Indiens, a people
whose history is intimately bound up with the early history
of the province. When Jacques Cartier reached its shores in
15634, the Micmacs were in full possession snd remained so for
the next one hundred snd twenty-five years. During the period
of French occupancy they learned to llve on friendly terms with
the white man, end all were converted to Christianity. Along
with the French they boldly resisted the ettacks of the Tnglish

l New School end Fursing Station ln Lennox Island,
news item in The Charlottetown Guardian, i1ssue of September 14,1948,
p. 1, col. 4.
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invaders, but with the rall of Louilsburg in 1758 the province
became an English possession. After the English occupation

and the consequent deportation of the French Acadisns, the lot
of the Indlans became & difficult one. The province was divid-
ed into sixty-seven lots, distributed to favorites of the crown,
and settled by English, Irish, and Scotch inhabitants.® In the
distribution the Indisns were entirely overlooked, although ss
aborigines they had a perfect right to share. D3Soon, too, they
lost even thelr means of living, which hed been for the most
part hunting and fishing. As time went on they became objects
of charity and made a precarious living by selling baskets and
home handicrafts.

The first exemple of Interest in the welfare of the l'ic-
macs 18 found in the will of Lady Louise Augusts Wood, daughter
of Lieutenant-Covernor Fanning, who during his term of office
as governor of the Island, 1786-1805? scguired large tracts of
land, 2513 aores, which he left to his daughter who married s
Colonel Wood of ZTngland. In her will dated May 5, 1870, she
‘direoted that the lend be sold and one-half the proceeds set
aslde for the benefit of the Indisns. Inexplicably the will

was lost sight of until 1910, when the anclent psrchment was

2 Alexander Werburton, A History of Frince Ldward Islend,
St. John, N,B., Barnes, 1923, p. 121.

3 Ibid., p. 4€0.
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discovered in the attic of the court house in Charlottetown.
A trustee board wes set up under the chalrmanship of Hon. A.
¥. Arsenault, 8 retired Judge, and settlement wes made with
the provincial government who in the meantime had sold the
land. The amall snnual income of eight bhundred dollars fror
the Lady Wood Estate has since been used for the benefit of
the Indiana.4

8ince 1910 Judge Arsenault has been the indefatigsble
friend and sdvocoste of these first inhabitents. The plans
which he formulated for their economic betterment and which
time end time again he presented to the Department of Indien
Affairs in Ottawe received for many years no considerstionm.
In spite of repeated rebuffs he persevered in his persistent
campalgn and only sfter thirty-five years did he see the tri-
umph of his efforts.

After a survey of Lennox I.land, which had been pur-
chegsed for the Indians in 1875 by the Aboriglines Proteotive

5the Federal Department put into effect an extensive

Society,
building program which included a three-room.school, convent,
nursing station, community store, agent's residence, rectory,
power house, snd forty new homes. On its invitation the Con-

gregation of the ~isters of St. Martha sent one registered

4 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter
of A. E. Arsenault, dated September 10, 1954.

5.Ibid.
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nurse and two teachers, while the diocese supplied a resident
priest, who is the principel of the school.

Although the educational set-up is outside the Juris-
diction of the provinclal Department of Education, the same cur-
riculum has been edopted so that the puplls may on the comple-
tion of Orade X be prepared to enter Prince of Wales College
Migh School or St. Dunstan's. Apert from the regular courses
on the curriculum, instructions are being given to both chll-
dren and adults in home nursing, home economics, crafts, music,
and horticulture. Intensive training in the ways of more health-
ful living has already produced gratifying results, and it is
to be expected that the high rate of mortality which has pre-
valled among them will soon be considerasbly reduced.

The Federal Department has been most lavish 1n supply-
ing the Indians on this reservation, fifty families, with all
they need to make » good living, Every effort i3 belng made
to make these facllities redound to thelir utmost advantage so
that they will become not only economically independent, but

men and women of whom the province will be proud.
2, St. Therésa's School

The next school claiming the attention of the Congrega-
tion wes in & rursl ares about thirty miles from Charlottetown.
The incressed interest in education resulting from the parochiel

school in Tracadie Cross perlish led some of the people of the
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neighbouring perish of St. Theress's to consider the possi-
bility of 2 similar errangement for thelr perish. The time
seemed ripe for just such a chsnge. St. Theresa's district
school was closed owing to leck of sufficient pupils, and
three of the other six schools of the psrish were in charge
of non-licensed teachers,ﬁtne Department of Education having
been obliged during the war yesrs to issue permits even to
those of Grede X standing in order to keep in operation many
primary schools which would otherwise heve been vacsant.

When the matter of 8 convent school was brought to the
attention of the pestor by the perishioners themselves, Father
Croken saw an indication of the possible fulfilment of his own

7 but which he hed hesitated to re-

plans for such a program
lease to 8 parish just emerging from the shadow of debt. Ey
a written contract with the parish the Congregation pledged
itself to provide for the furnishing of the convent and for
the continued upkeep of the 1nterior8, thus putting into ef-
fect a recent chsenge in the policy of the Community with re-
gard to the estsblishment of future convents in the rursl
areas.

The new school and convent, which with the permission

of the Bishop were constructed on the parish farm, were

6 Personal Corre gondence of the Author, lLetter
of Rev. Basil Croken, dated De 0, 1954.
7 Ibid.

8 The Sisters of St. Martha, Contract with Feverend Basil
Croken, pastor of St. Theresa's parish, dsted April 25, 1948,
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officially opened on September 22, 1949. During the six years
thet have elapsed the change effected in the sttitude of both
perents snd pupils towards education 1s phenomenal. At the
moment seventeen of the gradustes asre attending college or
recelving higher education in other institutions.® vVarious
factors have contributed to this incresse of interest other
than the fact thst the teachers themselves are dedicated to
their work. St. Theresa's parish is not s wealthy parish, and
the very fact that many sacrifices must be made to keep the
sohool plant in operation brings into rellef the truth that
education is costly, end with the majority of people, finan-
cial cost 13 an index of wvalue., Again the keen competition
that a central school affords end the increased facilities thst
a convent school provides are oconducive to optimum interest,
and tend to oultivate in the pupils a desire to utlilize to
their maximum their potentiaslities.

Already the school is overcrowded and sdditional class-
ror:ms @ necessity. Just whet will be done about this situe-
tion csnnot now be foreseen. There is a possibility that the
Department of Education will grant permission to add COrsdes XI
and XII, but until this matter is definitely settled there will

be nothing done in the matter of expanding present faollities.lo

9 Pergsonal Correspondence of the Author, Letter
of Sister X¥argeret warie, prinolpal of ot. Lheresa's ochool, dated

December 30, 1954.

10 Ibid.
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3. TFTort Augustus School

The next school opened on August 12, 1954, merked s
departure from the regular type of school conducted by the Con-
gregation.

When Reverend Theodore Butler was appointed pastor
of Fort Augustus perish in 1949, his first concern wes for im-
proved educstionsl opportunities for the youth of the parish.
A central school seemed to him the most satisfactory solution
of existing problems. He hed in mind, however, s larger unit
of adminiatration so that all the children of each of the nine
districts of the parish would be taught in one centrasl school.
In the other paroohiel schools only the pupils of the senior
grades {n the outlying distriocts were sdmitted, the district
aochools continuing to operate for the benefit of the lower
grades. There were already existing in the province two such
larger units of administratlion, but comprising from twelve to
fifteen school districts. As Fort Augustus parishk was not
willing to conform to all the stipulations with reference to
the larger unit, it would not ordinarily come under the regu-
lar larger unit of legislation, even thought an amalgemation
of a number of school districts were effected.ll The Kinister
of Educstion, however, resllzing that the request of this

group of districts wes a worthy one, used the authority

1l Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter
of Lloyd /. Shaw, Deputy Vipnister and Director of Educetion, T.Z.I.,,
dated January 10, 1955.
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grented him end geve his permission for the amelgamation.l2

To accommodate the present enrolment of seventy-
elght and allow for future growth a bullding which will pro-
vide six classrooms, recrsation rooms, library and laboratory
racilities,lsis now in the course of construotion. The second
floor will be finished interiorly when, ss is anticipated,
‘Grades XI snd XII are sdded. The new convent which will pro-
vide for the accommodetion of boarders will be built within
the present year when six sisters, including = music teascher,
wlill complete the staff. At present the sisters are living
in the parochisl house.

Pending the completion of the school, the parish hell
has been oconverted into temporary olassrooms. Up to the pres-
ent only six of the nine schools have amalgamatedl? but it §s
hoped that with the functioning of the new school end with bus
transportation provided by the parish, the other three poten-
tial members of this larger unit will forget their differences
and cooperate in a parish endeavour whlch cannot but resp e

rich harvest of returns.

4. OCrand Trscadie School

The idea of 2 centrsl school for all the children of

the parish has long been a subject of much discussion among

12 Island, Prince Edward, The School Act, Charlotte-
town, The Depsrtment of Education, 1952, p. 7.

13 Personsl Correspondence of the Author,
lLetter of Reverend T. Butler, deted Janusry 3, 1955.

14 Ibid.
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the priests of the diocese, but anticipated opposition from
the people was ever a deterrent factor- It was left to the
pastor of Fort Augustus parish to teke the initiative, and
although he d1d not receive full cooperetion, the success of
the venture wes sufficiently encouraging to induce the pastor
of the neighbouring parish of Corresn Ban to formulate simlilar
plans. The difficulties, however, which were to beset his path
were more real then at first spperent.

The first opposition came from Bishop Boyle,l5who, al-
though very much in favour of centrel schools as such, or of
any movement thet would tend to raise the astandard of educa-
tion in the diocese, did not think that the time was ripe for
the execution of this project. Corren Ban wes a very small
parish, embrecing only four school districts, with the Catholic
element in the minority. Although the cost of constructing
the school would be the concern of all the ratepayers of the
emalgamsted districts, the convent would have to be built by
the Catholics slone. The Bishop felt that since no preparation
hed been made by way of a building fund, 1t was not advisable
to place additional burden on the parish until it wes free from
debt. ¥However, he 4id make s concession, which met the approv-

al of the psstor and the 3lsters of St. llartha. By granting

1% Personal interview with Mother ¥. Loyola, with whom
the Bishop hsd dlscussed the matter, April, 1954.
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the sisters permission to drive s car, he obviated the immedi-
ate necessity of erecting a convent, since Corran Ban is but
ten miles from Charlottetown.

The next form of opposition came from the people them-
selves, not so much from a finencial stsndpoint as from the un-
desirablility of having the centrsl school in an asrea which wes
not centrsl. But since the Church is in Corran Bsn, the convent
when bullt will be located near, and thls necessitated the erec-
tion of the school in thlis srea. The opposition, however, was
not in the me jority, but the supporters had s margin not suf-
ficlently substantisl to werrant the carrying of the plan to
completion. The upshot wes that = tentetive program emerged.
Two slsters sre now teaching in Grand Trscedie district school,
which 18 being attended by all the purils of this district and
thoge of the sgsenlor grades of two of the other three districts,
Corran Ban and Millcove.

The Derartment of Educstion d1d not oppose in any way
the originael plan, owing to the scercity of teachers snd the
conseqguent diffliculty of keeping many smell schools in orpere-
tion. It is paying sixty per cent of the tuition snd fifty per
cent of the trensportation costs of those pupils who go from

the two outlying districts.le

16 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter
of Rev. O. T. Wood, psstor of Cerran ban parish, dsted January 3,
19585,
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This 1s the only school of the Congregation in which
the gisters do rot give religious imstruction. It is felt
that every precsution must be teken, for a time at least, to
ensure the cooperation of the non-Catholic parents, many of
whom have slreedy exprerssed their satisfaction with the pres-
ent arrangement. The pastor's views Iin regard to the success
of his program i3 well expregsed:

The present system is working smoothly, but a cen-
tral school at Corran Ban must be the outcome. Ve
must "meke haste slowly™ because the situation here,
pixed as it is from a denominational point of view,
is a very delicate one. Iowever, with the success
already achleved, I feel sure thet it will not be long
before the stiffest block of opposition is melted down,
and ell wll) see the light shining through the dark-
ness and will understand. The oalm and serenity that
now prevall give no indicetion of the storm that hed
pessed. But the countless meetings, the spurious ar-
guments, the destrupetive oriticisms were all a part
of the warp and woqf thi; go into the maeking of any
new schemre worth while.

The opening of four schools during the episcopate of
Bishop Boyle has jqat begn discussed. The attention glven
during this period to anotﬁer matter of much importence in
the Congregstion, the care of the asick, will next be con-

i

sidered.
5. New Pavilion in Charlottetown Fospital

When the Catholic Epspital, built in Charlottetown to
replace the structure destroyed by fire, offlclslly orpened

17 Ibia.
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its doors on September 24, 1925, it was hailed as a modern in-
stitution of the first class. HNor did any person foresee that
the passege of but a guarter of & century would necessitate the

18to enable it to meet the

expenditure of one million dollars
demands for increased bed capscity and to keep pace with the
enormous advances in medical and surgicsl science. Yet such
was the case, The officiasl opening on February 21, 1950, of
a completely renovated and modernized originel structure and
a new pavilion introduced e new era in the administration of
this historic institution, now regarded as one of the finest
in the Dominion. PFrom decoration along the lines of colour
therapy to the addition of the latest equipment for diagnostic
and therapeutic x-ray, the new bullding is designed to provide
the utmost in health care for the people of the province for
many yesrs to come.

Because it 1s a non-profit hospitsl, and because it
has glven more than two million dollars' worth of free care
since the brick bullding opened in 1925,lgit could not pay
the huge debt it had contracted. In its hour of need it turned

to the people it had served for nearly three-quarters of a cen-

tury, end it waes not disappointed. %When Bishop Boyle lesunched

18 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter
of Sister M. of Good Counsel, Superintendent of the Charlotte-
town Hospital, dated Jenuary 3, 1958.

19 Ibid.
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his first campaign for funds in 1952, placing as his objec-
tive three hundred thousand dollars, the amount needed %o
liguidate the first bank loan, each of the fifty-three
parishes and missions in the diocese organized itself for ac-
tive participation in the fund-raising program, so that the
objeotive was over-reached by seventy-five thousand dcllars.‘?0
The Bishop, commenting on the suceess of the campaign in a
sermon preached in the Basilica following the announcement of
the results, said in part: "So long as this spirit of faith
and charity animate our Catholiec people, this land already so
favoured by God will continue to be the object of His benedic-
tions.n2l

The Charlottetown Hospital was very soon to suffer a
severe loss in the death of her to whose "vision, planning,

and energy it will long remain & monument," 22

6. Death of Mother Mary Paula

The encouragement given the Congregation in the latest
provision for the expansion of its services to the sick and
dying was deeply overshadowed by the news of the fatal illness
of Mother lary Paula, who for twenty years had been most intim
mately assoclated with this institution, Mother Paula was one of

the pioneers of the Community and her life-story forms one of

20 Ibiad.

21 Bishop Boyle, Bishop Proud of the Success of the
Campaign, article in the Charlot tetwon Guardian,(Clipping)

82 ~=c-me-- , Bulogy on the Occasion of lother Paula's
Funeral, February 4, 1952,
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the most brillient chapters in its history.

Born in Georgetown, Prince Edward Island, September 8,
1892, ¥other Taula was the second youngest in the family of
Captain and Mrs. Hugh McPhee. During her early years she at-
tended the town school where she lsid the formal foundations
for a lifetime of study- But perhaps more significant was the
education she received in her home. There she imbibed the wis-
dom, spirit snd culture of an eminently Catholic famlly. There
her youthful mind wes wmoulded by the strong character of her
Irish mother, and her outlook on life broadened by her sea-
captain father. After matriculstion she attended Prince of
Wales College in Charlottetown, obtalned a teecher's license,
and taught some years in Georgetown school.

Her oldest brother, John, having been killed in active
service in World War I on July 29, the Feast of St. Yartha,
she reaolved to consecrete her life to God in the Island Com-~
munity. She received the postulant's veil in Antigonish on
January 16, 1919, and her holy hablt and religious name on
August 10, 1919, On April 13, 1921, she made first profession
of vows in St. Dunstan's College chapel, Charlottetown. In
August, 1921, she was sppointed liistress of lovices, following
the return of the first Superior, Vother kary Stanislaus, to
her own Community in Antigonish. When the Sisters of St. Marths
took over the sdministration of the Charlottetown Hospital in

1926 she was appointed Superior and Superintendent. Lere she
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remained for eight years, guiding, promoting, and encourag-
ing the work of the verlous depertments and of the suxiliary
sctivities of the hospital.

A higher duty wes thrust upon her in 1933 when she
was elected Superior Cenersl of the Congregation. Apart from
her devotion to the spiritual and temporsl needs of her reli-
glous daughters, Mother Paula will be especlaelly remembered
for her interest in asnd encouragement of Church music, her zeel
that all churchesa and chapels should be becomingly fitted up
and adorned in accordance with the deorees and decisions of
Holy Wother Church, and her desire to promote better knowledge
of religion among the young people of the diocese. During her
term of office the Community opened a new convent in Tracadle,
Western Hosplitsl was founded, and the first mission outside
the diocese was established.

After her second term as Superior General she returned
to the Chaerlottetown Hospital where she remained until illness
forced her to retire in June, 1951, FLer death on February 2,
1952, at a compsratively early age, when to her other endow-
ments time had added experience, was a great loss to the Com-
munity. W¥ay the memory of her zeel for God's glory and her
faithfulness to the Holy Rule remain with us as a precious
legacy to sustain and inspire throughout the years to come!

Pontifical Mass of Requiem was offered in St. Dunstsr'sg
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Basilica on February 4, 1952, after whioh her mortal remains

were lald to rest in the Community oemetery.23

It is most fitting that the final section of the four
chapters devoted to the study of the birth and growth of the
Congregation should be concerned with devotlion to Her who is

the Patroness of sall religlous Communities - the Blessed Virgln Mary
7. The Marian Year, 1954

The sisters of the Congregation rejolced when the Holy
Father called on Catholics throughout the world in his immor-

tal encycliocal, Fulgens Corons, to make 1954 e Marlan Year.

Love of the Blessed Virgin was ever an outstending virtue of
its first Superlor, Vother Mary Stanislaus, who made every ef-
Tfort to plant firmly in the heerts of the sisters devotion to
this heavenly Queen. She named the ¥otherhouse Kount St.
Mary's in her honour, and as the sisters go out to their mis-
sions from its portals they take with them thet ardent desire
to do all for Jesus through Maery. With feellngs of gratitude
and joy, then, the sisters undertook to follow the recommends-
tions of the Sacred Congregation of Religious regarding their
particular part in this great yesr., Love lent inventiveness
end truly scazing were the tributes of affection,

It is not intended to mention here all that was done

23 Sisters' hecords, Yount St. Kary's Archives.
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by the sisters, individuelly or collectively, to honour the
Mother of God during the past year. Nor indeed is it neces-
sary or even possible to do so. The mention of but a smell
number of the contributions car well reveal the Marian spirit
of the Congregation.

In a circuler letter of Janusry 5, 1954, the Superior
General oalled on the sisters to practise grest kindness and
charity, especislly toward other members of the Community, in
honour of Mary most Amisble, to offer dally some small penance
or gsacrifice, and to recite the ¥arian Year preyer and Magnif-
icaet dally. Additional books on Marlology were added to all
the convent libraries, and frequent spirituel resdings in com-
mon on some phase of Marian devotlon beceme part of the regulasr
program. A marble statue, a truly artistic representation
chosen with the recommendations of the Holy Father in mind re-
garding Christisn art, wes placed in the MWotherhouse chapel,
while s beautiful outdoor shrine became & plsce of daily pil-
grimage.

As a speciasl Marian Yesr projlect the Community sent
two sisters to the Catholic University, Washington, to study
techniques of working with children of retarded mentality. The
Community plans to develop this neglected phase of education end
do more for these afflicted little ones.

To essist in & spiritual way the Catholic poor of

Charlottetown, two retreats, conducted by the hedemptorist
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Fathers, were held at Mount St. iary's for two groups of
mothers, clients of the Cathollec Welfare bureau. The sisters
doing welfare work made more frequent visits to prlsoners and
to the aged in government institutions, distributing religious
articles and reciting the Rosary with them. These visits of
the sisters are alweys appreciated. Generous money contribu-
tions were glven to the poor, and six students, poor but deserv-
ing, were given free boerd,

dpecial efforts were made by the teachers in our schools
to instil into the hearts of their charges a great devotion to
the Mother of God. In each school dramstic presentations pre-
pared by different classes helped to foster this devotion and

to glve knowledge of our Lady's recent spperitions. One g¢roup
won rirst place in the provincisl musicel festivel for the sing-

ing of the Latin hymn, Selve LKegina, which was repested in the

city auditorium at the Concert of Stars. Ferpetual Hosary, in
which both children end sisters participated, was offered on
the first Saturday of each month as well as on various feasts
throughout the year.

In all the houses of the Congregstion triduums and
speciel closings marked the terminetion of this holy year. The
Novices' presentation of a drama on Qur Lady of Guadaloupe was
a rinal tribute of love to Her called by our present Holy Father

the Hope of Americe.24

24 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter
of 'other F. Loyola, dated January 10, 1955,
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41lthough the Congregntion was the recipient of

many fayours during the 'arian Year, it was called upon to
endure a heavy cross in the death of the beloved Bishop Boyle.
laving taken seriously ill on his way to Tome to attend the
canonization ceremonies of 'ope ius [, he entered the hos-
pital of 3%, John and 3t, .lizabeth in London where he died on
June 3, following a surgical operation, The denth of his deep
spirituality and his great love of Cod's holy iiother was re-
vealed in a remark so brief, yet so meuningful, that he made
ghortly before he explired, "1t is good to die in the !arian

Year," 25

Jummary

The progress made in the educational and hospital
fields was greater during the episcopate of Tishon “oyle than
in any of the three precedling periods, :f speciul interecat
to the Conprregation was the work it undertook for the benefit
of the province's most nerlected neople, the Indians, The
est..blishine of & school and nursing stution on "ennéx Yeland

regervation, the openineg of thrce stheyr rurul schoonls, and the

25 nishop John R, jjmouonuald, .ulo on the Heewgion
of Bishop Boyle's Funcrual, June 15, 1954,
— 3I9§0p T.eoonuld visited Bishop Boyle chortly before
his death,
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renov.ting and enlurging of the Cherlottetown ospital will
contribute much to the welfure of the dlocese, Ihe death of
llother yary raula, one of the pioncers of the Congreg.tion,

to whom it owes muoh of the prestige It now enjoys, wag a
distinet logs to the Community and to the diocese, The

Merian Yeay offered countless oppor tunities of showing love

and devotion to the !‘other of G»d, under whose protection

the Congregution, now numbc ring one hundr~d und thirty-eight
members, is placed, The next and final) chapter will point

out the contributions of the ;isters of Jt, .artha %o eduoution

in rrince .dward Jasland,



CHAFPILR V
FOUR JECADES OF bDUC..[IONAL ITFOVT

In the four preceding chapters the birth of the Con-
greg-tion and its gradual development over u period of four
decades have been discussed at some lenpsth, This final chup-
ter will uitempt %o point out that in every field of endeavour,
whether among ites own members, studenta, orphans, the sigk, the
poor, or the aged, 1t hag contributed greatly to the advance-
ment of education withian the province, th .t is, educ.tion under-
stood in i%s true and proper sense, as stated in the introduc-

tion to this thesis,
1, 7Pducation within the Congregation

Before oonsidering what has been the contribution of
the Congrepation through its external) works to educational
growth within the provinee, it secms fitting that its contridu-
tion to the development of its own members should receive firsgt
conglderation, fince with but two exceptions all are native-
born,

hen the Bishop-Tounder, moved by his zeal for the
grcater glory of God, undertook to estublish & diocesan Cone-
gregation in Charlottectown, he realized thut with a reli-~ious
novitiate funetioning within the province more youns women
would be attracted to the relirious life, a stite in whieh they
would have the gruve oblirution to gstrive for Chrictian per-

feation, This speclal work of educ.tion in tix w7y o7 perfection
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is the keystone in ths accomplishments of any Community, for
1% 13 "as 1f to matriculute in perfection that the poptulant
applies at the cloigter dooy." 1

The Superiors of the Congregution were blegsed in
having from the first the ¢.nons of the Code of 1918 to guide
them in the fomation of its members, In the ysars before the
Code many Communities were foreed by pressure of oircumstances
to allow noviocea to teach and taks up other exterior aestivities,
Any temptation to do so by the present Congregation in its dif-
ficult pioneer days was precluded by the very definite regula-
tiona of the Church after 1918, Inspired by the exumple of
thelr holy ~rdinaries, the ‘Juperiors have been most unxious to
follow exactly all regulationa regarding religious, and have
from time to time taken courses in canon law, dogma, and liturgy
that they might understand all in the light of the best inter-
pretation, Ihe proximity of 3t, hunstan's University to the
Motherhouse 1s of inc.leulable benefit to the sisters, as the
priests of the faculty have ever been most zealous in giving
regular courses in religion to the postulants, novices, and
Junior professed,

although the spiritual formation of the members has
always been placed first in importance, the necessity of the

best professionul truining has never been overlooked, even at

1 Reverend A, Motte, Obedience, Jestminster, i'aryland,
Newman Press, 1953, p. 64.
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the cost of great sacrifice, Ierhaps it is precisely because
its various works have been founded on sacrifice that the Cone-
gregation hag been able to contribute much to the educational

enrichment of the dilocese,
2. Contribution through zxternal .orks

In order to have an adequate appreciation of what have
been the contributions of the Congregution to the field of oduca-
tion, it seems necessary to consider what each individual work

has constributed to that fleld:

a) 5t. Dunstan's College,~ The first work undertalen
by the Slaters of 3t, Martha in the diocese was the domestie
work at 3t, bunstants College in 1916, Although this still
remtins an important part of their contribution to the welfare
of the ceollepge, they have with the passage of the years en-
tered upon other phases of oollegs activity, so that today the
high school, commerce and extensiocn departmentsg, and libvrary
are further scenes of their labours, The opportunity to oo-
operate in a work so beneficial to the rural population as
that ecarried on by the extension department in itg promotion
of adult educ:tion i3 especially prized by the Community, since
better education for rursl people was the eurnest desire of
ite founder, .t the first Llocesun Rural Conference, which
wus held at the college in 1952, three mombers of the Conrrera-

tion presented papers and took purt in the vurious discussions,
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The enrolment of two 3isters of 3%, Lartha in the
eollege courses in 1938 had important educational implications,
since 1t served as & wedge opening the way for the admission
of young ladies to the privilege of a Catholic college educa-
tion, Since then they have enrolled in ever increasing num=-
bers so that today 3t, Lunstan's is recognized as a co-educa-
tional institution. Besides providing institutional care for
the female students, members of the Community give speocisl les-
gons in home economics to supplement the courses offered at
3t. Dunstan‘*s, :.hen the plans formulated by Bishop Boyle
ghortly before his death for a ladies' residence in connection
with the aollegezhnve been finalized and the building beoomes
a reality, full courses leading to degrees in home economics
and nursing education will be offered, Of course, in thig re-
gard muoch will depend on the polioy of the newly consecruted
bishop, but it is expected that he will cooperate in the fur-
therance of a project of guch vital importunce to the diocese,

The appreclation of the faculty of what the aisters
have done towards the promotion of Cathollic education ut 5t,
manst.n's is reflected in tho tribute puld to them by the

rReator, ght Reverend ., V, juckenzie, in his annual report

£ Bishop Boyle, letter to Lother ", Loyola, dated
Liurch 27, 1954, in Lount 3%, Hary's arcohiveas,
in this letter Bishop Boyls submitted his plans for the

approv.l of the sisters,
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at the olosing excreises of ,t. Dunsten's College on Liay 24,
1954.

I wiah %0 give publis expression here of gratitude
and a deep sense of obligation to the 3isters of 3t,
Martha who for the past thirty-seven years have cone
tributed g0 much in almogt every field of our endeavour
to the welfare of 3t, Dunstan's Collepe., Thelr assiste
anae and coopeyration have always been generous and self-
gaorifieing, and they have exemplified true charity in
very many ways, They recelve little reward therefor,
nor 4o they meek 1%; their hope is a reward for their
exemnplary charity in the world tQ come, They may even
have to wait for a hundred years®to get another thanke
you, but it is given very sincerely now,

b) Rural schools,.- The school :t ¥inkora riven to the
charge nf the sistere in 1921 has grown consideradly across the
years snd has set the pace in many reapects for other Catholic
gohoole, Thoe purochial school estublished there in 1935 for
grades I7T and ¥ was the first of its kind in the province,
while the opening of a Grade ‘]I classroom marked the first time
shat such a ocourse was taught in a Catholic sochool outside 3t,
ranstants, Thefidea of a parochial school has found sush favour
in the diocese that many other parishes have since vdopted 1t,
and the Jepartment of ducation hasg repeatedly voliced its ap-
proval,

rrofessionally, the sigters who teach in the seven

schools of the Congregation meet the standurds set by the secublar

3 5t, vunstan's College celebr.ted its one-hundredth
annivaersary in 1954,

4 fector?s Report in The Charlottetown cuardian, issue
of yay 285, 1964, aol, 3, De Se
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authorities, but, what ig of much more importance, they are
deeply imbued with the idea that all true educ:.tion must lead
to God, Consequently their philogophy of education is designed
50 form men and women whose purpose in life will be direoted

to the love of God and of neighbour,

Apary from the regular courses of the curriculum, much
attention is pald to the cultural value of musie, dr.uma, and
art, The low ebb {0 which music hud fallen in the majority of
the distriots might be due in part to the lack of interest in
oultivating this talent when the radio first came on the scene
end to the fact that during the depression years there was no
poney to support thése cultural subjects. As a mark of apprecia-
sion of the work done by the Community in furthering musical
education, two of the sisters were granted scholarships for
advanced study in music by the rrovineial ifusical Festival Come-
mittee of 1954,

one of the inlisctments against modern education free
quently heard in rural areas is that it is the primary cause
of many vacant furms, Consequently much care 1s exereised by
the sisters not to educate the boys and girls away from the
farm, but rather to educuate them to appreciate the advantages
of farming as a way of life, Ioreover, through better educa-
tion they will learn how to improve thelir ecoonomic und social
status, and thus to build a strong rural community, the back-

ground of any nation,
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¢) 3t, Vineent's Orphanage,~- 3ince true education is
eoncerned with the whole man, the corporal and apiritual works
of mercy meet in the field of education. vYet in some of the
works undertaken by the Community the corporal is seen more
clearly blended with the epiritual than in others, Thie is as-
reelally true in regard to the care of the orphans, JIf the
work of the sisters in the pudblic sechools 1s of mueh importance,
how much more important ie that of those who in the orphanape
must assume in great measure the obligationa laid upon parents,
to whom the work of education belongs by nature,

In a previous shapter mention was made of the rreat
eh .rity exercised by the Catholics of the province toward the
ohildren of 3%, Vincent's Orphanage; hence providing for their
physical well-being doeg not ordinerily involve much sacrifice
on the part of those in charge of the institution, But to form
ghrigt in these little ones much more is required than mere ate
tention to their physical needs, Thelr intellectual, spiritual,
and moral training is a matter of gruve responsibility for thome
goncerned,

Inatitutional environment does not tend to lend itself
ideally to the effective training of children, Tor this reason
much attention iz given at 3t, Vincentts Orphanage to the creat-
ing of a homelike atmosphere, one in which the little children
will have that feeling of belonging so negessary for their pres-

ent happinegs, and so essentiaul, too, if the r£ond geed which
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is sown is %0 bear fruit, easpecially after they have left its
abeltered walls, The poliey of the institution has ochanged
eonglderably during the past decade, Ilfuch more liberty has
been allowed the children in an effort to guard against the dane
gar of overprotection which inhibite their full development and
which tends to produce fatal consequences in their later lives,
There still remoin many problems to be solved in regard
to the best manner of caring for the orphans, many of whom are
mentally retarded or physically handicapped, However, it ocan
be safely asserted that the lives of the many hundreds of ochile
dren who have passed through this institution during the past
twenty-nine years have been edugutionally enriched as a result
of the tender care raecelved during their most impressionable

years,

d) The Charlottetown and ~estern Hospitals,- In the
whole plan of organization of & hospital the central figure isg
the patient, and the reputation of a hospital stands or falls
depending on the care the patient receives, In sisters' hog-
pitals, however, the care of the sick means much more than the
alleviation of bodily suffering, Reneath the wretohed dispuise
of disease and pain the nursing sister gsees the image of Christ,
an image which she must cause to grow brighter and briphter
throuph rood example and Christlike charity, Thus to be faith-
ful to her essential duty, the nursing sister, while minister-

ing to the bodily needs of her patient, must strive to prenare
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his soul for a more effective operation of divine grace,

0f the two hogpitals which the Community operates,
the Charlottetown Hospital presents opportunities for more di-
reat teaohing sinse it oonducts a school of nursing with a repg-
istration of more than seventy students, The methods of nurs-
ind edueation have changed greatly since the school first
opened ita doors almoat thirty years ago. .ven the echange in
title from "training achool” to "sehool of nursing" is indl ca-
tive of the stress now being placed on complete education
rather than on technioul akills alone, The Sisters of St, Martha
have striven perseveringly to give to their student nurses the
best posaible education so that each graduate would be in truth
a supernatural nurse "who thinkse, Jjudges, and acts consistently
in ageordance with right reason, illumined by the supernatural
light of the emample and teaching of chriat," 8 niinimis ihiw
18 the motto of the sahool -,a thought to keep before the mind
of the nurse that she 1s nursing a member of Christ'e HMystiecal
Body, "for as long as you 4ld 1t to one of these My least breth-
ren, you did it to Me."e

5 ;ope Tius I, Christian ducation of Youth, in wive
great .ncyclicals, Wew York, <wullst ress, 1939, p. 65,

6 3t., Matthew, 1V, 40,



POUR OJBECADES OF EDUCATIONAL BFFORT 97

e) Social elfare Rureau,~ This soclal agenocy had a
very modest beginning in 1931, when a social welfare department
wag opened at the Charlot¥etown Hospltal and given the name of
Soclial jervisce, /ver the years 1t has greatly expanded its ser-
viees 80 that $oday us a multiple-function ageney it ministers
in a much more effective way not only to the poor and needy of
Charlottetown and surreunding areas, but to any person, regard-
loas of religious affiliation, seeking assistance that it is able
to render,

The main purpose of this welfare agency is educative -
to help people solve their own problems and make adjustment %o
life, and not merely to give out food, clothing, and fyel, as
many of the slients would like to believe, It does this, %oo,
in generous meaauro? ag the need arises, but its chief work is
one of rehabilitation,®

The opnortunity for deing mueh more gond abounis, To
meet the demands of the ever-increasing numbers who eome to the
bureau for asgsistanse, more soeial workers are sorely needed -
workers trained under Catholic auspicees and in Catholic philes-

ophy, who will use the techniques and tools of modern case work,

but cover all with the mantle of Christ's charity,

7?7 9igter Nary Henry, Child "elfare, news item in ghe
charlottetown Cuardian, issue ol Jenuary 27, 1955, p. 12, ¢o0l.5.

Tore than ten ¢housand dollara' worth of olothing was
glven out during the pagt ye.r by the Pureau,

8 catholic Social elfarc juresu, Constitutions,
Article 11, Charlottetown, 1948,
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f) Sacred leart Home,- Another important phase of
welfare work that the Congregation has been earrying on for
nearly thirty years is that of caring for the aged poor,
Although from a natural point of view this work has not the
same appeal as that of caring for the young, yet the work of
bringing peace and contentment in the evening of life to many
who would otherwise be deprived of it is one whioh i8 most re-
warding to those enpaged in 1t,

Huny who firgt come within ite walls are welghed down
with e senge of thelr utter helplessness and frustrated by the
feeling that they are no longer wanted, Under the educ:tive in-
fluence of those eapecially trained in this work, they soon lsarn
to ad)ust themselves to their new surroundings and to make the
moat of the time still allotted to them, Ilere for the most part
free from many of the distractiona of the world, surrounded hy
those who have their interest at heart, and within the very
ghadow of the Tabernucle 1t is eagy for them to learn the great-
est of life's lessons - how to prepare for & havpy eternity,

whiech 13 the ultimate end of all true education,

Jummary

Through its operatlion of a relirious novitiate within
the provinee, and through its continued development of its mem-

bers, «ll but two of whom are native lLorn, the ~onrrerution has
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done much to foster educational growth in Prince cdward Is-
land, By means of its external works, too, among the students,
the orphans, the siek, the poor, and the aged it has over a
period of four decades been a vital forece in the educational

life of the diocese,.



SUEMARY AHD CONCLUSIONS

In the Introduetion was stated the purpose of this
thesis, namely, t0 organize the facts relating to the founda-
tion and subsequent development of the Congregation of the
3igters of 3t, Murtha of rrince Idward Island, and to point
out what eontribution it has made to Christian education in
every field of its endsavour,

Chapter I opened with a brief historical descoription
of the provinee, followed by a biographical sketch of the Rishop-
Pounder, Henry Joseph N'leary, It then traced the various
steps leading up to the foundation of the Congregation at 3%,
ounstan's College, Charlottetown, in 1916, and its development
under the guidance of lother ['ary .tanislaus of .ntigonish
during the next five years,

Chapter 11 unfolded the story of the development which
the next decode brought, when the young Congregation, then funo-
tioning on ita own, took over the administration of a rural
school, hogpital, orphanage, and & home for the aged, Ite in-
ternal growth during this period was emphasized,

The expansion of the works of the Community during
the episcopate of Bishop Joseph .nthony :'3ullivan was dealt
with in Chapter 1JI. In suceession were considered the campaign
for a new motherhouse, the opening of a goclial welfure depart-
ment, of religlous vacation schools, two rural sehools, a rural
hogpital, and the first convent outside the dioecesc., ’he atten-

tion given to the educ.tion of the sisteors wasg et.lle’,
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Chapter IV was ooncerned with the episcopate of
Bishop James Boyle, which was marked by further expansion
of the rural sehool progrem and hospital endeavour, by attempts
to better the condition of the Indians of the province, by the
death of Mother Mary Paula, one of the pionsers of the Congre-
gation, and by the celebration of the Marian Year,

Finally a full chapter rang the keynote of this re-
port: the contribution of the Congregation to education in
Prince Ldward Island, From modest beginnings marked by the
eross and hard work, the pioneer band of sisters, trained bdy
the 3isters of 3t, Martha at Antigonish, and piloted in the
early years by Wother Lary Stanislaus, grew and flourished.
Today the Congregation numbers 138 members who in seven rural
sehools, a college high sechool, extension and commerce depart-
mente, a school of nursing, an orphenage, a welfare Bureau,
two hospitals, and a home for the aged are labouring zealous-
1y to promote the cause of Christian education in Prince Ed-
ward Island, a work for which it was especially founded,
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ABSTRACT OF

The Birth and Growth of the Congregation of the
31aters of 3. Nartha oF ~rincé —award Teland,t

The Congregation of the 3Sisters of 3$t¢, Martha of
Prince Ldward Island was founded on July 17, 1916, by llenry
Joseph O'lLeary, Bishop of Charlottetown. To organize the
facts relating to its foundation amd subsequent development
and to point out 1ts contribution to christian education
over a period of four decades was the purpose of this study.
The principal sources of data were the .rchives of the Con-
gregation, those of the dlocese, and those of the listers of
3t. 'artha at antigonish, “ova j3cotia,

The story »f the foundation and early develnpment
of the Congregation as told in Chupter I was followed in
chapter 11 by an ascoount of a decade of expansive growth
during the episcopate of Bishop Louis ~'reary., Ihe Community
activities were further extended under the ruidance of Bishe
op Joseph A, 0'Sullivan, as described in Chapter 3111, but 1%
wag in Chapter IV, whieh covered the episcopute of “ishop
James Boyle, that the Congregstion reachod the peak of its
development, At the close of this period it numbered 138
membors, who were labouring in seven rural schools, a cole
lege high school, commerce and extension devartmentg, a

gchool of nursing, two hospitals, an orphanape, a home for

1 ¢¥,i, Thesis presented by sister ‘ary Ida, in 19355,
to the Faeulty of .rts of the University of "ttawa, 112 pages,



112
the aged, and a social welfare bureau,

Finally a full chapter rang the keynote of this
report: the contribution of the Congregation to education
in Prince Edward Island, Each of the works of the Congrega-
tion was examingd in the light of the teaching of rTope rius XI
eoncerning Christian education, and was ghown conclusively
to have contributed most effectively to educational growth
in the diocese, a work for whieh the Congregation was specif-
ically founded,



