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INTRODUCTION } / 

July 17, 1916 Is a date of some Importance In the 

history of prince Edward Island, for on that day there was 

founded by Henry Joseph o'Leary, Bishop of Charlottetown, a 

religious congregation which was destined to exert consid­

erable influence on its development, it Is the purpose of 

this study to ©rganizerth© facts relating to the foundation 

and subsequent development of this congregation, namely, The 

Sisters of St* Martha of Prince Edward island, and to point 

out what contribution it has made to christian edueatlon In 

every field of endeavour over a period of approzlnately four 

deeades, Education is understood In Its true eoaeept as tak­

ing In the whole coupons of human life, emotional, spiritual, 

intellectual and moral. Individual, domestic and social, In 
1 

accordance with the teachings of r>ope Plus XX • 

.;"-.- ;......The fast that the'Congregation is now approaching 

the fortieth year of its continuous development and that no" 

publication has yet been issued concerning its activities, 

with the exception of a brief vocational pamphlet, makes It 

necessary that an historical aooount of Its life be written, 

especially sines many of the data concerning its foundation 

are aoattared and net readily accessible. Moreover, the 

availability of an organised work will1 answer the requests 

of the Members themselves ae well as of others who are 

1 pope Plus XI, Christian Education of Youth, in 
Five Great gneyolleala. New York, rauust Tress", c!959, p. 65. 
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interested in obtaining an authoritative account of this or­

ganisation, it is especially important, too, for the purpose 

of verification, that the history be written while members of 

the original band are still living. 

The principal sources of data for this study were the 

Archives of the Congregation, as well as those of the individu­

al houses. Here were found official letters and documents relat­

ing to the activities of the Congregation, sisters' records, 

circular letters of the Mothers General to the sisters en the 

missions, minutes of meetings, copies of the Constitutions, 

financial statements, annals, school registers, school reports, 

sisters* memoirs, and newspaper clippings. Two other very valu­

able sources were the Diocesan Archives in Charlottetown and the 

Community Archives of the Sisters of St. Martha at Bethany, An-

tlgonlsh. Nova Scotia, where were obtained copies of letters 

directly concerned with the foundation and early development of 

the Congregation. In the legislative library in Charlottetown 

were found issues of dally papers which furnished items useful 

in the compilation of this history. 

The work is divided into five chapters. The descrip­

tion in Chapter I of the foundation and early development of 

the Congregation is followed in Chapter II by the story of a 

decade of expansion during the episcopate of Bishop Louis 

O'Leary, The widening of its activities under the guidance 

of Bishop Joseph A, o*Sullivan, as unfolded in chapter ill, 
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is continued in Chapter IT which covers the episcopate of 

Bishop Boyle, when the Congregation reached the peak of its 

development. 

It is the aim of Chapter T to show to what extent 

the Congregation has fulfilled the purpose of its existence. 

Each work that it has undertaken in the various fields of its 

activity is examined in the light of the teachings of pope 

Plus XI concerning Christian Education, and is shown con­

clusively to have made a very real contribution to the educa­

tional life of the diocese. 



CHAPTER I 

THE FOUNDATION OF THE CONGREGATION 

Before attempting to carry out the purpose of this 

study, as outlined in the introduction, it is expedient to 

present data on the province of Prince Edward Island with re­

gard to its setting, its history, its people and their occupa­

tions. 

1. Historical Background 

Prince Edward Island, the smallest of the Canadian 

provinces, lies in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and is separated 

from the mainland by Northumberland Strait, which varies from 

nine to twenty miles in width. The province is extremely ir­

regular in shape, and deep inlets and tidal streams divide it 

into three approximately equal parts, it is less than one hun­

dred and fifty miles long and from four to twenty miles wide. 

According to the opinion of the best historians, it 

was first discovered on June 30, 1534, by Jacques Cartier who 

described it in bis journal as "a land low and plane and the 

fairest that may be seen, full of goodly meadows and trees." 

The aborigines called this island "Abegweit," meaning "Cradled 

in the Waves," but during the days of French occupancy it was 

known as Isle St. Jean.2 With the fall of Louisburg in 1758 it 

1 A.B. Warburton, A History of Prince Edward Island, 
St. John, N.B., Barnes, 1923, p. 12. 

2 Idem,, p. 17. 
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became a British possession and because of confusion with 

St. John's, Newfoundland and St. John, New Brunswick, it was 

decided in 1798 to ehange the name to Prince Edward Island 

in honour of Edward, Duke of Kent and father of Queen Victoria.' 

The province contains 1,400,000 acres of land, eighty-

five per cent of which is intensively cultivated so that the 

economy of the province is largely agricultural. The growing 

of potatoes has become an Island specialty, along with dairy­

ing, lobster-fishing, and canning. The silver fox, once syn­

onymous with the name Prince Edward Island, is no longer a fac­

tor In the economy of the province. 

Prince Edward Islanders derive almost entirely from 

French, English, Scotch, and Irish stock. The present popula­

tion is 106,000, the Catholic element forming somewhat less 

than fifty per cent. 

The Diocese of Charlottetown embraced in 1913, the 

year when this study begins, not only the province of Prince 

Edward Island, but the Magdalen Islands as well. In 1946, how­

ever, the latter group of islands was officially annexed to 

the Diocese of Gaspe" by a pastoral letter of Bis Excellency 
, 4 

Alblni LeBlanc, Bishop of Gaspe. The appointment of a new 

3 A. B. Warburton, op_. cit.. p. 197 

4 Charlottetown, Diocese of, Year Book, 1946, p. 30. 
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Bishop, Henry Joseph O'Leary, to the See of Charlottetown 

on January 25, 1913, effected changes which have contributed 

greatly to the spiritual life of the Diocese. 

2. A Bishop-Founder, Henry Joseph O'Leary 

Henry Joseph O'Leary was born in Riohibucto, New Bruns­

wick, May 13, 1879- His father was Kenry O'Leary, a merchant 

ship owner, and his mother was also an O'Leary - Mary O'Leary, 

Even in his early years Henry showed that brilliance of mind 

which was to characterize him in his college years. He studied 

for an arts degree at St. Joseph's College, Memramcook, and in 

1897 he entered the Seminary in Montreal. He was ordained priest 

on September 21, 1901, and that same fall went to Rome to fur­

ther his studies at the University of Propaganda, receiving 

there two years later the degree of Doctor of Divinity. He then 

studied at the University of Apollonaris for his doctorate in 

Canon Law. During summer vacations he travelled extensively 

in the Holy Land and in various European countries, becoming 

proficient in French and Italian languages. On his return to 

Canada he was named assistant, and later pastor at Bathurst. 

There on January 25, 1913, at the early age of thirty-three, 

he received word of his appointment to the Bishopric of 

5 Archives of the Congregation, Mount St. Mary's, 
Charlottetown. 
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Gharlottetown, the second-oldest English-speaking diocese of 

Canada.6 He was consecrated in the Sacred Heart Church, Ba-

thurst, New Brunswick, where he had been pastor, and arrived 

In Charlottetown on May 28, 1913, to assume his episcopal du­

ties. 

One of the many tasks awaiting the new Bishop was the 

reconstruction of the Cathedral, which had been destroyed by 

fire as preparations were being made for his arrival. As the 

new edifice was being built, simultaneously in 1913 and 1914 

a three-storey wig was being added to the Bishop's residence, 

which, rumour said, was to be a convent for sisters who would 

take charge of the domestic duties. This rumour was later 

confirmed when the Sisters of St. Martha of Prince Edward Island 

took up residence therein. 

When Bishop O'Leary came to the Diocese, he found work­

ing therein three different religious Communities. The Sisters 

of the Congregation of Notre Dame conducted seven convents, all 

devoted to teaohing; the Grey Nuns of Quebec had charge of the 

Charlottetown Hospital and St. Tincent's Orphanage; and the 

Little Sisters of the Holy Family had the care of the domestic 

6 Archives of the Congregation, Mount St. Vary's, 
Charlottetown. 

This biographical sketch was copied from The Western 
Catholic, Edmonton, issue of March 6, 1938, p. 1-3. 

7 Reception to Bishop O'Leary. news item in The 
Charlottetown Guardian, issue of May 29, 1913, p. 1, cols. 1,2, and 

8 Personal interview with Mother F. Loyola, September 5, 
1954. 
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work at St. Dunstan's College. The Bishop was determined, 

however, to add a fourth Congregation, an idea whioh his pre­

decessor, Bishop James Charles MacDonald, had also conceived, 

but which, owing to 111-health, he was obliged to abandon.9 

3. New Diocesan Needs 

New needs were arising and the Bishop decided that the 

time had come for the establishing of a Congregation especially 

devoted to homo interests. Consignor Peter F. Hughes, parish 

priest of Edson, Alberta, who was Bishop 0'Leery's seoretary 

in 1914, states very clearly His Excellency's purpose In found­

ing a diocesan Congregation: 

When It was a question of enlarging the scope of 
the work of the sisters in the diocese, it was often 
necessary to make several appeals to the communities 
engaged in work on the island to obtain the sisters 
necessary for such development. Vs'ith such an arrange­
ment His Grace1"foresaw that there never could be any 
great development even in the existing institutions, 
and man of vision that he was, be realized that the 
work of the Church required muoh expansion with a cor­
responding increase in the number of sisters occupied 
in suoh work. So it was that from the very beginning 
he thought of a Community such as your own, which would 
engage in every form of work - teaching, hospital, 
works of charity, etc....11 

9 Archives of the Congregation of the Sisters of St. 
Martha, Bethany, Antigonish. 

10 Bishop OTeary later-became Archbishop of Edmonton. 

11 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter 
of Consignor P. F. Hughes, deted September 23, 1954. 
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Bishop O'Leary was amazed to learn of the large number 

of young girls who were leaving the province every year to en­

ter different religious Communities and labour in other dio­

ceses. Concerning this matter he wrote: "It is a great pity 

to see this soil so fertile in vocations furnish subjects to 

the United States and elsewhere, and be forced to import others 

12 for diocesan works." 

Accordingly, in the year following his consecration he 

communicated successively with the Sisters of St. Martha at 

Antigonish, Nova Scotia, the Sisters of St. Joseph at Peter­

borough, Ontario, the Sisters of Hotel Dieu of St. Joseph at 

Chatham, New Brunswick, and the Sisters of St. Joseph at St. 

Paul, Minnesota, with a view to establishing a diocesan branch 

in Charlottetown. 

Reverend H. P. MacPherson, St. Francis Xavier Univer­

sity, wrote that he had discussed the matter with the Superior 

of the Sisters of St. Martha, but that she could not consider 

sending Sisters to Charlottetown at that time.13 

The Bishop of Peterborough, Most Reverend M. J. O'Brien, 

answered the inquiry by reporting the result of a council meet­

ing of the Sisters of St. Joseph. The Community agreed to send 

three sisters to open a Novitiate, but would not consent to 

12 Bishop Henry J. O'Leary, Letter to Mother H. Stanislaus, 
dated September 6, 1914, in Diocesan Arohlves, Charlottetown. 

1 3 Reverend H. P. MacPherson, Letter to Bishop O'Leary, 
dated April 24, 1914, in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown. 
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undertake domestic work as the s i s t e r s were not trained for 

suoh work snd they feared tha t i t would be detr imental to 
14 

their receiving subjects. 

The reply of Reverend James Reardon, St. Paul, Min­

nesota, was not any more reassuring as Bishop O'Leary was not 

able to accept the conditions under which the Sisters of St. 

Joseph would make a foundation in Charlottetown. They were 

willing to make an educational foundation, but could not as­

sume the domestic duties at the Bishop's residence, since the 

carrying on of such work was not in accordance with their con-
1 R 

stitutions. 

Sister Walsh, Superior, Hotel Dieu of St. Joseph, Chat­

ham, in correspondence with Bishop O'Leary stated that she could 

not give a definite answer to his appeal for sisters until she 

had more information on certain points.16 There is no further 

oommunicstion in the Charlottetown files on the matter. 

Nothing daunted, the Bishop continued his quest, now 

through an Intermediary. In his difficulty he turned to Mother 

St. Catherine of Sweden of Notre Dame Academy, Charlottetown, 

who besought the intercession of her provincial, Mother St. 

14 Bishop M. J. O'Brien, Letter to Bishop 0'Leery, 
dated August 25, 1914, in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown. 

15 Reverend James Reardon, Letter to Bishop O'Leary. 
dated August 25, 1914, in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown. 

16 Sister Walsh, Letter to Bishop 0'Leary. dated May 14, 
1915, in DIocessn Archives, Charlottetown. 
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John Baptist de Rossi, a native of Antigonish Diocese. The 

reply of the latter was most heartening, embodying as it did 

the fulfilment of the Bishop's desires. Since it states the 

conditions under which the Prince Edward Island postulants 

were received into the Novitiate of the Sisters of St. Martha, 

Antigonish, it is given here in full: 

At last I have good news to give you for your kind 
Bishop. The final result of my three pilgrimages in his 
behalf - one to the Bishop of Antigonish, one to the 
Rector of St. F. X. College, and the third to the Sis­
ters of St. Martha - is that the Mother Superior of the 
latter institution has just been in to tell me that she 
will be resdy to receive His Lordship Bishop O'Leary's 
three postulants as soon as he will be ready to send 
them. She would prefer young women between twenty-five 
and thirty years of age. 

The Rector of the College, who has the highest es­
teem for Bishop O'Leary and Is most anxious to oblige 
him In this matter, told me that there would be no ex­
pense conneoted with the stay of Bishop O'Leary's postu­
lants in the Novitiate here. The novices are trained 
in different sorts of work aocording to their aptitudes 
and the use the Community intends to make of them. The 
service they render in the care of the house, in cook­
ing,laundry work, mending and making soutanes and vest­
ments, nursing the sick, etc., is supposed to cover the 
cost of board. The postulants, however, are supposed 
to provide their own clothing. 

The Mother Superior said that a little later she 
hoped to be able to make room for more than three, but 
at present, owing to the crowded condition of the house, 
it would be impossible to do so. 

The sisters could not entertain the proposition of 
opening a Novitiate in Charlottetown now from lack of a 
sufficient number of suitable subjects to inaugurate the 
work, but the Mother Superior promises that when the 
Charlottetown Sisters have made profession, an experienced 
and competent person will be sent with them to direct and 
form them so that their Bishop's views may be carried out 
as perfectly as possible. 

The Mother Superior further added that she thought it 
preferable that the Charlottetown postulants should not 
know their future destination, but should enter, as do 
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the others, with a disposition to leave themselves 
entirely in the hands of their Superiors. I do not 
know whether this suggestion be practicable or not, 
but I mention it since it was offered. Her desire 
is to make them feel perfectly at home and she would 
*ot wish them to be regarded as strangers. 

1 wish you would explain to our good Bishop that 
the reason why the sisters cannot spare three com­
petent sisters for his work now, is that they are at 
present rendering a service of that kind to the Aroh-
bishop of Toronto. I understand that more sisters are 
wanted there, but none are yet ready to go. When 
they can be sent to Toronto, room will be made in the 
Novitiate here for any additional subjects that our 
Bishop wishes to send. The Mother Superior finds this 
a small number to begin with. 

Mention is made in the above letter of three postulants 

whom the Bishop had ready to place, but it seems that only two 

left for Antigonish on January 4, 1915, after a few weeks' stay 
18 

at Notre Dame Academy: Miss Teresa Murray, born at Tyrone, 

Lot 65, P. E. I., June 27, 1887, daughter of Bernard Murray and 

Bridget Hagan; and Miss Rose McQuaid, also of Tyrone, Lot 65, 

P. E. I., born May 21, 1895, daughter of Francis McQuaid and 

Bridget Croken. Both of these young women were from a mission 

parish attached to Kelly's Cross parish, of whioh Reverend 

Thomas Curran, D.D., was pastor. Dr. Curran was keenly in­

terested in the foundation of the Congregation and gave the 

Bishop every encouragement and support. 

17 Sister St. J. B. de Rossi, Letter to Mother St. 
Catherine of Sweden, dsted September 9, 1914,"Tn Diocesan Archives 
Charlottetown. 

18 31sters' Records. Archives of the Congregation, 
Charlottetown, 1915. 
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In regard to the wish of Mother Stanislaus, the Supe­

rior referred to in the previous letter, that the Island pos­

tulants "should not know their destination," Bishop O'Leary 

wrote that the young ladles already knew that they were des­

tines to work in Prince Edward Island, and that although it 

might have been better if this knowledge had been kept from 

19 them, he did not think It would make very much difference. 

Bishop O'Leary's anxiety in regard to the stability 

of his first postulants was greatly relieved when a letter 

from Mother Stanislaus assured him of their happiness and of 
20 their giving promise of becoming excellent sisters. 

On the Feast of the Sacred Heart, June 11, 1915, these 

two Island postulants received the Holy Habit and their new 

names, Sister Mary Clare (Teresa Murray) and Sister Mary Ber-
21 

nardine (Rose MoQuaid). They were joined on August 20, 1915 

by Sarah Farrell, Sturgeon, and on Ootober 21, by Deliva Cahill, 

22 Alberton, both of whom spent a few weeks at Notre Dame Academy 

23 
before leaving for Antigonish. 

In his eagerness to have his new Congregation established 

19 Bishop O'Leary, Letter to Mother Stanislaus, dsted 
January 7, 1915, in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown. 

20 Mother M. Stanislaus, Letter to Bishop O'Leary. dated 
January 23, 1915, in Diocesan Archives, Clisrlottetown. 

21 Sisters' Records. Archives of the Congregation, 
Mount St. Mary's, Charlottetown. 

22 Ibid. 

23 Ibid. 
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in Charlottetown, Bishop O'Leary seemed to have given little 

thought to the gradual formation necessary for religious life. 

As early as April 12, 1915 he wrote Mother Stanislaus for in­

formation in regard to the approximate date when the sisters 

would be ready to return to the Island.24 Although at the time 

he concurred with the expressed wish of Mother Stanislaus that 

they should not leave until they had completed their Novitiate, 

impatient of delay he wrote again before the expiration of 

this period: "I am anxious to have a beginning made by the sis­

ters, as there is a splendid future before them here, and the 

25 
sooner they commence the better." His desires were to be realized 

in the very near future. 

4. A New Congregation, 1916 

26 
After further correspondence and a visit made to 

27 Charlottetown by Mother Stanislaus, it was decided to make 

the foundation at St. Dunstan's College after the Diocesan Cler-

gy Retreat. The Memorandum of conditions under which the 

24 Bishop O'Leary, Letter to Mother Stanislaus, dated 
April 12, 1915, in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown. 

85 t letter to Mother Stanislaus, dated May 12, 
1916, in Diocesan Archives ,"l?harlottet own. 

26 , Letter to Mother Stanlalaus. dated June 3, 
1916, in Diocesan Archives,~5harlottetown. 

27 Reference is made to this visit in a Letter to Dr. 
MacjDellan, Reotor of St. Dunstan's College, dated June 13, 191o. 

28 Rev. G. J. MacLellan, Letter to Mother Stanislaus. 
dated June 18, 1916, in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown. 
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Sisters of St. Martha took up work in the diocese is preser­

ved in the Chancery files: 

1. It is the expressed and understood Intention that 
the Bishop of Charlottetown has in view the estab­
lishing of an independent branch of the Sisters of 
St. Martha, said branch to be entirely independent 
of the Sisters of St. Martha of Antigonish. 

2. The Sisters of St. Martha of Antigonish agree to 
send a sufficient number of professed sisters to 
take charge of St. Dunstan's College, namely 
The Bishop of Charlottetown agrees to send to An­
tigonish a subject for every professed sister whom 
the Sisters of Antigonish send to Charlottetown. 

3. When the subjects sent by the Bishop of Charlotte­
town shall be considered sufficiently formed and 
experienced, and in sufficient number to begin a 
diooesan branch of the Community, they shall all 
return to the Diocese of Charlottetown, and all the 
Antigonish Sisters shall return to Antigonish. The 
Superioress shall, however, remain in Charlottetown 
until another competent Superioress shall be found 
to take her place, «md at least one sister from Char­
lottetown shall remain to replace her in Antigonish 
until she returns. ^ 

4. All expense connected with the sending of subjects 
to Antigonish and the bringing of the Sisters from 
Antigonish shall be borne by the Bishop of Charlotte­
town. 2 9 

A glance at the above conditions is sufficient to con­

vince the reader that it was not the hope of financial gain that 

induced the Sisters of St. Martha of Antigonish to oooperate 

with Bishop O'Leary in the founding of a new Community. Not 

satisfied with giving the Island postulants a thorough training 

in their own Novitiate in Antigonish, they were willing to give 

29 Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown. 



THE FOUNDATION OF THF CONGREGATION 13 

further proof of their charity by sending three of their 

best sisters to Charlottetown to aid in the difficult task 

of making a beginning. 

On July 16, 1916, Mother M. Stanislaus, accompanied 

by Sister K, St. Hugh, Sister Joseph Agatha, and the four 

Island novices, left Antigonish and arrived in Charlotte­

town via boat from Pictou the following evening. They were 

met at the wharf by the Bishop's coachman, John Wood, and 

were taken directly to St. Dunstan's College where they es­

tablished a temporary Novitiate In the convent attached.3^ 

In September of that year six postulants joined them, 

five of whom persevered to receive the Holy Habit on March 19, 

1917 at a ceremony held in St. Dunstan's College Chapel, pre­

sided over by Bishop O'Leary. "HPhe names of the new novices 

were: 

Sister M. Augustine (Tralnor) 
Sister Philip Neri (McCarthy) 
Sister Mary Anthony (Haughey) 
Sister Frances Joseph (Kelly) 
Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart (Cummlngs) 

On the same morning the two senior members of the Com-

munity made first profession of vows. This was the first pub­

lic ceremony of pronouncing vows held on Prince Edward Island 

and it made a great impression on all privileged to attend. It 

30 Mother M. Stanislaus, Annals. 1917, in Mount St. 
Gary's Archives. 

31 __, 1 Novices, 1918-1930, in Fount St. 
Mary's Archives. 

3 2 , First Profession. 1917-1932. 
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was written of in the college magazine, Red and White, thus: 

On March 19, 1917, the students, through the kind 
invitation of Mother Superior, were granted the much 
appreciated and rare privilege of being present at the 
religious profession of several postulants and novices 
in the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Martha. 

It was a marked day in our calendar for It was the 
first time in the history of Prince Edward Island that 
such a ceremony was held In the provlnoe, and S. D. U. 
may well feel proud that its chapel was the scene of 
suoh a holy and glorious sight. It was the first time 
that many of us were present at such a ceremony, and It 
was all so strange to us that the solemnity of the occa­
sion and its Import quite pervaded us. 

We unite with the friends of the privileged ones in 
prayerful wishes that their religious life will be blessed 
with the gift of joyful years.33 

September, 1917, brought another oless of postulants, 

six of whom received the Holy Habit on January 5, 1918, the 

day on whioh Sister St. John made First Profession.34 On July 23 

of the same year three more young ladles received the Holy Hsbit 

and Sister M. Bonaventure pronounced temporary vows.35 

The little Community was growing in numbers and the first 

branching out from the parent stem was destined soon to take 

place. On January 6, 1918, Bishop O'Leary saw the fulfilment 

of his cherished i dreams when the Sisters of St. Martha en­

tered the new wing at the Bishop's Residence and took over the 

domestic duties thereof, as well as the sacristy work at the 

33 Religious Ceremony at St. Dunstan's. editorial 
In Red and White. Vol. 8, No. 3, issue of May, 1917, p. 64. 

34 Mother M. Stanislaus, Sisters' Records. 1918, Mount 
St. Mary's Archives. 

35 Ibid. 
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Cathedral.36 

The number of postulants joining the Community was not, 

however, commensurate with the program the Bishop was waiting 

37 

to put into effect. Accordingly, at hi3 behest Mother Stanis­

laus and a companion made a tour of the province in the hope of 

swelling the ranks of the recruits. This visitation of the 

parishes revealed another side of the picture, for it was very 

evident to the canvassers that not every priest in the diocese 

favoured the withdrawal of the French Communities and their re­

placement in the dlooesan institutions by sisters totally lack­

ing in experience. One parish priest, Reverend Stanislaus Bou-

dreault, tried to turn them away from the Rectory when they ar­

rived at nightfall, even turning the horse and carriage toward 

the road. Mother Stanislaus in her own quiet, firm way Said that 

It was not fitting for them to travel further at that hour. And 
. 38 

remain they did. This was not a question of friction between 

the French and the Irish because Prince Edward Island never ex­

perienced such; it was simply the outcome of a sense of loyalty 

to Communities of Sisters who had laboured In the diocese for 

many years and who had endeared themselves to all, regardless 

of nationality. 

36 Mother M. Stanislaus, Annals of the Congregation, 1918, 
in Mount St. Mary's Archives, Charlottetown. 

37 Bishop O'Leary, Letter to Mother Stanislaus,(no date) , 
in Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown. 

Mother M. Stanislaus, Annals of the Congregation, 1918, 
In Mount St. Mary's Archives, Charlottetown. 
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The purpose of the tour, however, was not defeated. 

In September, 1918 three young ladles who had been most suc­

cessful teachers applied for admission to the Novitiate at 

St. Dunstan's College. The Bishop lost no time in securing 

their entrance into the Novitiate at Antigonish so that they 

would be able to further their studies at St. Francis Xavier 

University, since at that time the sisters did not attend the 

classes at St. Dunstan's. On the completion of their term as 

postulants he wrote to the Bishop of Antigonish: 

I shell be very grateful to you if you will be 
kind enough to admit the three young ladles mentioned, 
namely: Helen Cullen, Laura Drisooll, and Laura Mul-
lally to the Novitiate of the Sisters of St. Martha. 
We hope that they are the nucleus of a body who will 
tea oh in many of our country districts.3** 

By thus giving expression to his desire of having the 

sisters teach in the rural schools throughout the province, the 

Bishop gave evidence that this was one of the projects he had 

in mind in establishing a religious Congregation. Up to this 

time, however, the educational qualifications of the subjects 

did not guarantee the realization of his desires, so it was 

with feelings of joy that he saw these three young ladies 

clothed with the religious garb on June 8, 1918, and receive 

their new names: Sister Frsnoes Loyola (Cullen), Sister John 

Baptists (Drisooll), and Sister Mary Alfred (Mullally). 

39 Bishop O'Leary, Letter to Bishop Morrison, dated 
May 9, 1918, in Diocesan Archlves,""C"harlottetown. 
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The last of the Islanders to make their Novitiate in 

Antigonish were: Ellean MacPhee (Sister Mary Paula), Teresa 

Walsh (Sister Mary Teresa), and Annie Walsh (Sister Mary Aloysius). 

First death.- In 1918 the dreadful Spanish influenza 

raged throughout the North American continent, and in the month 

of October the whole Island province was hard hit. The Sisters 

of St. Martha of Antigonish again came to the rescue, and sent 

to St. Dunstan's College a trained nurse, Sister Mary Bernard, 

who did wonderful work among the faculty and students. Reverend 

James Charles MacGuigan, then newly ordained, was one of her sick­

est patients, and to this day Cardinal MacGuigan gives her the 

credit of saving his life. Sister Mary Bernardine, one of the 

two pioneers, was seriously strioken; tuberoulosls developed, 

and she died December 20, 1919, the first of the band to go home 

to God. It was difficult to lose such a promising subject, but 

she gladly offered the saorlfioe of her young life for the nascent 

Community. Her body having taken on the dark colour of the In­

fluenza victims, she was buried in the parish cemetery on the 

afternoon of her death. (Her remains were later removed to the 

Motherhouse cemetery plot at Vount St. Mary's). Pontifical Mass 

of Requiem was offered in the Cathedral on Monday morning, Decem­

ber 22, 1919.40 

40 Mother K. Stanislaus, Annals of the Congregation. 1920, 
in Mount St. Mary's Archives. 
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The death of one member of a Cosimunlty ordinarily 

does not create a very serious problem. But when the number 

of sisters is small, and the work involved is of a laborious 

nature, as was the case at St. Dunstan's College, then the prob­

lem assumes a more serious aspeot. On coming to St. Dunstan's 

the sisters found the facilities for institutional housekeep­

ing very primitive and working conditions most undesirable. 

The kitchen departments were dark, dingy rooms in a deep, damp 

basement, with floors of rough, broken cement. Pots for oook-

ing had to have holes stopped with dough, and laundry facilities 

were sadly lacking. Mother Stanislsus used a personal gift to 

defray the expenses of a new floor for the scullery where the 
41 

lizards used to play. 

The college authorities seemed unwilling or unable to 

give any relief, and any request for better equipment provoked 

hostility, no allowance being made for the faot that very young 

novices were trying to do the work formerly done by strong and 

experienced women. To make conditions still worse, the Reotor, 

Reverend 0. J. MaoLellan, seemed very unfriendly towards Mother 

Stanislaus and did not hesitate to make it known that the Island 

Community would be better off without outsiders in control.43 

The sltustion became more serious in the fall of 1919. 

A new residential building, constructed on the campus through 

41 Interview with Mother F. Loyola, September 5, 1954. 

Monaignor MacLellan is now Vicar-Capitular of the Diocese 
43 Interview with Mother F. Loyola, September 5, 1954. 
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44 
the munificence of Sir Charles Dalton and named Dalton Hall 

in memory of him, was ready for occupancy. This brought an in­

flux of post-war students so that a registration of 270 over­

taxed the facilities of the culinary department, and for a time 

it seemed as if none of the young sisters would persevere. 

Mother Stanislaus notified the Superior General in Antigonish, 

Mother M. Faustina, who came to Charlottetown, looked over the 

situation, and interviewed the Bishop. The effect was electric. 

Immediately new steam equipment was installed and a group of 

girls from the Magdalen Islands was engaged to assist with the 

45 

domestic labours. From that time on conditions steadily im­

proved so that visitors today seeing the campus dotted with 

modern buildings with the most up-to-date equipment would have 

great difficulty in visualizing the St. Dunstan's of thirty-

five years ago. 

5. Property Acquired 

When plans were inaugurated for the improvement of con­

ditions at St. Dunstan's College, as mentioned In the previous 

section, provision was also made for the expansion of the con­

vent facilities. However, after considerable discussion it was 

decided to purchase the Long property aoross the railway track 

44Sir Charles Dalton was the founder of the fox industry 
in P.E.I. 

45 Mother M. Stanislaus, Annals of the Congregation. 
1920, in the Archives of the Congregation, Mount St. Mary's. 
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from the college grounds, and facing Mount Edward Road, with 

a view to establishing the Motherhouse and Kovitiate there. 

Miss Mary A. Monaghan, Charlottetown, a generous benefactress 

of the Community, donated the twelve thousand dollars requisite 

for the purchase of the property48 which, at Mother Stanislaus' 

request, was named Mount St. Mary's in honour of that Immacu­

late Mother to whom the Superioress had always had recourse 

in the difficulties inherent in beginnings. 

The house on the fity-acre property was old, but the 

site was excellent for a Novitiate. Every economy was prac­

tised and every effort was made to procure as muoh of living 

as possible from the farm, for there was no source of income 

to defray living expenses, the few sisters at the college and 

Bishop's residence receiving only six dollars a month in accord­

ance with an agreement entered into with the authorities when 
49 

the sisters took over the domestic work. The cramped quarters 

and meagre equipment of that first year's residence led to num­

berless amusing, if not pathetic situations, but these expe­

riences developed in the aspirants a spirit of resourcefulness 

and a sense of humour which stood them in good stead later on. 

The Eoly Sacrifice of the Mass was offered for the first 

48 Mother M. Stanislaus, Annals of the Congregation. 
Mount St. Mary's Archives, 1920. 

49 Ibid. 
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time at Mount St. Mary's on the Feast of St. Anne, 1920, in 

the parlour of this ninety-year old farmhouse. When a new 

wing was built the following year, the chapel was moved to a 

50 larger apartment under the new roof. 

6. New Developments 

The encouragement given the nascent Community by the 

provision of a new home was soon overshsdowed by the news of 

the transfer of their episcopal founder to the Archdiocese of 

Edmonton. It was a bolt from the blue for the Sisters of St. 

Martha, whose hearts were saddened at the thought of losing 

him whom they revered so much, and upon whom they leaned so 

heavily. However, it was with feelings of the deepest grat­

itude that they learned that his successor In the Episcopal 

See was to be his own brother, Right Reverend Louis J. O'Leary, 

then Auxiliary-Bishop of Chatham, New Brunswick. Bishop O'Leary 

was Installed as Bishop of Charlottetown on November 10, 1920. 

a) New Constitutions drawn up.- One of the first tasks 

undertaken by the new Bishop was the drawing up of a set of Con­

stitutions for the Community in conformity with the 1918 Code 

of Canon Law; in this he had the advice and assistance of Mother 

Berchmans of the Sisters of Charity at Halifax, from whom he 

received a copy of the Constitutions of that Congregation.51 

51 Interview with Mother F. Loyola, September 5, 1954. 
50 Mother M. Stanislaus, Annals of the Congregation, 1921. 
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The most valued treasure In the Archives at Mount St. Mary's 

is this original copy in Bishop O'Leary's own neat handwriting, 

with the motto, "Amor et Labor,n inscribed on its title page. 

May our fidelity in their observance show our gratitude to 

their compiler! The following four novices pronounced first 
52 

vows according to these Constitutions on April 13, 1921: 

Sister Frances Loyola (Cullen) 
Sister John Baptists (Drisooll) 
Sister I'ary Alfred (Mullally) 
Sister Mary Paula (MacPhee). 

b) First General Council elected.- In order to organ­

ize the Community and Novitiate on a canonical basis, Bishop 

O'Leary asked that an election be held on July 29, 1921. The 

seventeen professed sisters, all with temporsry vows, assembled 

and voted for the continuance of Mother Stanislaus as their Su­

perior. Sister Msry Clare was elected Mistress of Novloes and 
53 

t h e fol lowing the members of the f i r s t General Counci l : 
S i s t e r Mary C l a r e , 1 s t A s s i s t a n t 
S i s t e r Mary Pau la , 2nd A s s i s t a n t 
S i s t e r M. S t . John, 3rd A s s i s t a n t 
S i s t e r M. F a u s t i n a , 4 th A s s i s t a n t . 

Bishop O'Leary communicated the r e s u l t s t o Mother Faus t ina a t 
54 

Ant igon i sh , and reoeived a r e p l y t o t h e e f f eo t t h a t Mother S tan­

i s l a u s could not be permi t ted t o remain longer on Pr ince Edward 

I s l a n d , t h e expansion of t h e i r own works r e q u i r i n g her s e r v i c e s 

52 S i s t e r s ' Records , 1921, i n Mount S t . Mary 's Arch ives . 

53 S i s t e r M. F a u s t i n a , Minutes of the General Chapter . 
1921 , i n Mount S t . Mary 's Arch ives . 

54 Bishop O'Leary, L e t t e r t o Mother F a u s t i n a , flated Ju ly 29, 
1921 . 
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at home. The Bishop, feeling the hopelessness of the situation, 

urged Bishop Morrison to use his influence on behalf of the 
55 

Infant Community, but the latter's reply dispelled forever any 

hope of retaining the services of Mother Stanislaus.56 There 

was nothing to do, then, but to face the situation with per­

fect trust. 

o) A new Superior.- The sisters assembled again on 

August 8, when a letter from Bishop O'Leary was read appointing 

57 Sister Frances Loyoia Superior for one year" whioh choice was 

confirmed for five years at the election held the following 

year, August 8, 1922. Sister Msry Clare, who had been elec­

ted Mistress of Novices, felt unequal to the task and asked 

to be relieved of this office. Her position was taken by Sis­

ter Mary Paula. 

The time had now oome for the return of Mother Stan­

islaus to her own Community, having been allowed to remain two 

years longer than the three years first promised, she had giv­

en herself unstintingly to the work on the Island, and only 

when the secrets of heaven are revealed will the true measure 

of her heroic labours and lasting influence be known. When 

55 Bishop O'Leary, Letter to Bishop Morrison, dsted 
July 31, 1921, In Diocesan Archives, Charlottetown. 

56 Bishop Morrison, Letter to Bishop O'Leary, dated 
August 5, 1921, In the Archives at "Bethany, Antigonish, 

57 Bishop O'Leary, Letter to the Sisters of St. Martha, 
dated August 7, 1921, In Mount St."Wary's Archives. 
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she had gone from them, the little band of nineteen profes­

sed and six novices must have leaned more closely than ever 

on Divine Providence and striven with greater earnestness to 

become true spouses of Christ in accordance with the teachings 

and example of their first Superior. In the annals of Mount 

St. Mary's, under the date August 10, 1921, Is recorded the 

following: 

Mother M. Stanislaus left for Antigonish this morning, 
and the feelings of the sisters can better be imagined 
than described. Although we had known for some time that 
she was very likely to go, yet we drove away the unwelcome 
idea, and for some inexplicable reason, after July 29th 
even those who before had believed her going almost cer­
tain, hoped against hope. But the parting came, and God 
in His goodness seems to have given a marvellous strength 
to us all. Mother Stanislaus has Indeed been a mother to 
her spiritual daughters, sharing their joys and sorrows, 
always kind and thoughtful, even to the minutest details, 
leading them In her gentle way to love God and be generous 
in His service. Her shining example of self-sacrifice 
will long be for them a guide. During her five years on 
the Island she laboured courageously, meeting with many 
difficulties that cannot be discussed now, but perhaps in 
the future some hand may write of them for the edification 
of the Community. Yet many of her trials were known to 
God alone. 

Summary 

The Congregation is an outgrowth of the earnest desires 

of Bishop Henry Joseph O'Leary to establish a Community that 

would be especially devoted to meeting diocesan needs. The many 

difficulties which aocompanied his early efforts were finally over 

come through his own determination and the generous assistsnce 

offered by the Sisters of St. Martha of Antigonish. The tem­

porary Motherhouse and Novitiate established at St. Dunstan's 
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College was moved to Mount St. Mary's in 1920. In the 

following year Mother Msry Stanislaus, the first Superior, 

returned to her own Community, leaving the young Congre­

gation to conduct its own affairs under the Superiorship 

of Mother Frances Loyola. At this time the members num­

bered nineteen professed and six novices. The various 

works which they were soon called upon to undertake will 

be treated of in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER II 

A DECADE OF EXPANSION, 1921-1931 

Ordinarily with the growth of any religious Community 

comes the assuming of new responsibilities, and in this respect 

the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Martha was no exception. 

Although In 1921 the members numbered only nineteen, scarcely 

more than were needed to carry on the works already undertaken, 

yet force of circumstances compelled them to make immediate 

preparation for the management of a rural school, the Charlot­

tetown Hospital , St. Vincent's Orphanage, and a Home for the 

aged. The Diocesan Centennial Year brought further opportu­

nities of assisting in diocesan works. A new system of voting 

in the Congregation was introduced and the education of the sis­

ters fostered. 

1. Kinkora School 

That it was the intention of the Bishop-Founder to 

establish the Sisters of St. Martha in different rural schools 

throughout the province has already been referred to. The 

first step in the development of his plans was taken in 1920, 

when he negotiated with Reverend 1'atthias J. Smith, pastor of 

Kinkora, a prosperous rural parish thirty-five miles from Char­

lottetown. Father Smith was in wholehearted agreement with 

the Bishop's plans, at the same time obtaining permission for 

the sisters to take over the domestic duties of the parochial 
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house. 

Arrangements having been satisfactorily completed 

with the Department of Education, the sisters agreed to be­

gin their new work at the opening of the school year, August 

16, 1921. The old C. M. B. A. hall, moved to the Church 

grounds and completely renovated, was to serve as a present 

abode for the sisters until such time as a suitable convent 

oould be erected. 

In the meantime Bishop Henry O'Leary was transferred 

to the Archdiocese of Edmonton, and his brother successor 

strongly opposed the sisters' keeping house for the parish 
g 

priest. This idea, then, had to be abandoned to the great 

disappointment of the pastor. Thus it was that only three sis­

ters formed the first band who left for Kinkora July 30, 1921, 

two to teach In the dlstriot school, and one to serve as the 

eonvent housekeeper. The following year snother sister was 

sent to teach music.In Theywere"well received by the people 

of Kinkora who were happy in the thought thst their children 

would now have educstlonal advsntages hitherto undresmed of. 

The passage of the years has proved that they were not <£la-

sppointed in their expectations. The loyal, devoted service 

1 Mother F. Loyola, Annals of the Congregation. 1921, 
In Mount St. Mary's Archives. 

2 Ibid. 

3 Sister Mary Alfred, Annals of Kinkora Convent. 1921. 
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rendered by these religious teachers soon brought requests 
4 

for admission from far and near, but it was not until 1935 

that an opportunity came for the expansion of their services. 

This will be treated of in the next chapter. 

2. The Chsrlottetown Hospital 

The next work claiming the attention of the Sisters of 

St. Martha was the management of the Charlottetown Hospital. 

This Institution had been operating since October 23, 1879, 

when it was entrusted to the Grey Nuns of Quebec by Bishop 
5 

Mclntyre, the third Bishop of Charlottetown. Beginning with 

twelve beds In the former residence of the Bishop, the work 

gradually expanded and a new building was ereoted on Dundas 

Esplanade In 1890.6 

In 1913 the American College of Surgeons began its work 

of rigltt inspection of hospitals, setting up standard rules 

and regulations. The medloal staff of the Charlottetown Hos­

pital, anxious to keep step with the great developments and 

progress In all lines of medical endeavour and hospital manage­

ment felt that the opportunity had come to have two matters of 

4 Sister M. Alfred, Annala of Kinkora Convent. 1922. 

5 John C. MaoMillan, The Catholic Church in P.E.I.. Vol. 2, 
p. 402. 

6.ibid. 
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major Importance to the people of Prince Edward Island atten­

ded to; a maternity department in the hospital and a training 

school for nurses. Up to this time all obstetric patients had 

to be treated In their homes, and this, coupled with the fact 

that there were only a few nurses in the whole province, made 

obstetrio practice a trying ordeal. Accordingly, the Chief of 

Staff of the hospital, Dr. S. R. Jenkins, and the Secretary of 

Staff, Dr. W. J. P. MacMillan, tried in vain to impress upon 

the Superior the necessity of expanding hospital services in 

these directions. It was left to the Bishop to force the issue, 

with the result thst in 1918 a maternity department was opened, 
7 

and in 1920 a training school for nurses. 

The first superintendent, Sister St. Berths, gave the 

nurses-ln-training excellent teaching despite the fact that she 
8 

had a very meagre knowledge of the English language. The Eng­

lish texts she used may still be seen at the hospital with inter­

linear Frenoh translations, bearing silent testimony to the hero­

ic efforts she had made in the preparation of her lessons. Her 

recall to the Motherhouse In Quebec was deeply regretted by the 

members of the medical staff who placed little confidence in the 

teaching ability of her successor. Accordingly, st a staff 

meeting the doctors passed a resolution that more and better 

7 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter of 
Dr. W. J. P. MacMillan, dated August 2T7 1954. 

8 Ibid. 



A DECADE OF EXPANSION, 1921-1931 30 

teaching must be provided for the nurses. This was much resen­

ted by the Local Superior who asked that it be deleted from 
9 

the minutes. Relations became more and more strained, and in 

May, 1924, the Superior General of the Grey Sisters wrote the 

Bishop of Charlottetown to the effect that the sisters had ac­

cepted certain changes at the Charlottetown Hospital merely by 

way of trial, and that they could not carry these on to the sat­

isfaction of the medical authorities. Since the Congregation 

lacked English-speaking subjects, and no French sisters could 

be spared to take up special studies in preparstion for this 

work, it was deemed sdvisable to recall the sisters to Quebec, 

but not before July 1, 1925 in order to enable the Bishop to 

put into effect necessary plans for their replacement. One 

of the conditions exacted by the Grey Nuns when they took over 

the administration of the hospital was that they would reserve 

the right of recalling their subjects when they found it neces­

sary to do so. This was approved by Cardinal Taschereau, Arch­

bishop of Quebec, and Right Reverend Peter Mclntyre, Bishop of 

Charlottetown.11 

The momentous decision made by the Grey Nuns entailed 

great responsibility for the Bishop of Charlottetown, who found 

himself under the necessity of providing for the management 

9 Ibid. 

10 Sister Ste. Christine, Letter to Bishop O'Leary, dated 
May 8, 1?24, In Diocesan Archives.T^hsrlottetpwn.^ „. T ^ , 

11 Grey Sisters, Contract with the Bishop Of Charlottetown, 
dated November 24, 1890. 
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of a hosp i ta l with only one trained nurse in h i s new Commu­

ni ty of r e l i g i o u s . There was no time to be l o s t i n i d l e specu­

l a t i o n , and as soon as arrangements could be made five s i s t e r s 

were sent to prepare for hospi ta l work, one to St . Martha's 

Hospi ta l , Antigonish, for nursing, two to St . Joseph 's Hos­

p i t a l , Glace Bay, one for nursing, the other for laboratory 

technique, and two to Milwaukee, one for hospi ta l administra-
12 

tion and the other for x-ray teohnlque. * 

A disastrous fire at the Charlottetown Hospital on 

November 21, 1922 had so badly damaged the wooden structure 

that it was the unanimous opinion of the medical staff that 

it could no longer be used, even when repaired, as a permanent 

hospital. Accordingly, it was moved across the street and a 

modern brick building was erected on the old site. w When the 

Sisters of St. Martha were ready to take over the administra­

tion of the hospital, they were faced with the difficulty of 

transferring from the old and organizing the new. 

Again the Bishop sent an urgent appeal for assistance 

to the Sisters of St. Marths in Antigonish, reminding them of 
14 

their promise to assist in hospitsl work. The Superior replied 
thst the depleted staffs of their own hospitals rendered them 

12 Mother F. Loyola, Annals of the Congregation, 1924, 
Mount St. Mary's Archives. 

13 Bishop O'Leary, Ciroular Letter to the Priests of 
the Diocese, dated November 29, 1922, In Diocesan Archives. 

14 t Letter to Mother Faustina, dated Feb. 25,1925, 
In Diocesan Archives. 
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unable to give prolonged assistance, but that two sisters 

would be sent to assist in the organization of the new hospital 

and prepare for the official opening which was scheduled for 

early In September. 

Sister Mary Paula had completed her training in admin­

istration by this time and was placed In charge. A person of 

broad understanding and of great personal charm, she was ad­

mirably fitted for the responsibility which fell to her so 

early in her religious life. Besides, the training she re­

ceived in Milwaukee geve her a good insight into best hospi­

tal practices, which stood her in good stead across the years. 

Although the sisters felt themselves incapable of carry­

ing on the efficent work of their predecessors, yet they bol­

stered their fainting spirits by often recalling, "I oan do all 

things in Him Who strengthened me,M and their faith and obe­

dience were amply rewarded. With the aid of secular help they 

were able to carry on until the sisters in training had com­

pleted their courses and had taken over the supervision of the 

various departments. 

3. St. Vincent's Orphanage 

June 25, 1925, the day that saw the Grey Nuns with­

draw from the Charlottetown Hospital, witnessed their depar­

ture also from St. Vinoent's Orphanage, an institution which 

had been in operation under their care since August, 1910. In 
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In that year a farm of about eighty acres of excellent land 

was purchased by the Episcopal Corporation at the earnest in­

sistence of the priests of the diocese.15 As the frame dwelling 

on this property was small, plans were put Into effect for the 

construction of a brick building which would provide institu­

tional care for about one hundred orphans. In the meantime 

the small building functioned as an orphanage, and on October 5 

the names of the first two orphans appear on the register. Two 

dsys lster four more names were inscribed, the number gradually 

increasing so that by November 13 twenty-five children had 

found shelter within its walls. In 1914 the present building 

16 

was ready for ocoupancy, and the former building was conver­

ted into a very fine school. 

When the S i s te r s of S t . Martha took over the manage-
1 7 ment of the i n s t i t u t i o n , the t o t a l enrolment was n lne ty^three . 

Although there have been as many as 125 children enrol led, the 

usual number I s about e ighty- f ive . The t a s k of providing prop­

er care for the children has always been a matter of much con­

cern t o those in charge, but one in which a f inancia l problem 

was never Involved. Bod has oer tainly placed In the hear t s of 

the Catholic people of Prince Edward Island a la rge share of 

15 S i s te r John Bapt i s t , SU Vincent 's Orphanage. 1935, p . l . 

16 S i s te r Ste . El izabeth, Annals, 1914, S t . Vincent 's 
Orphanage Archives. 

1 7 S i s t e r John Bapt is t , 0£. c l t . , p . 1 . 
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His own great love for the little ones. Whether crops failed 

or prices slumped, the orphans have never wanted, and this de­

spite the fact that remuneration is ordinarily received for 

less than twenty-five per cent of the children. Apart from 
T8 

this income and small government and city grants, totalling 
19 

even today only four thousand dollars, the orphanage has ever 

depended for its support on the voluntary contributions of 

the people. 

In 1930 Reverend Father Arsenault, pa3tor of Mount Car-

mel, originated a plan whereby the orphans were given a pleas­

ant summer vacation in the rural homes of his parish.20 The 

example of his parishioners was followed so that today nearly 

every child spends at least part of the summer vacation in the 

country. 

In regard to the education of the children, it has been 

the practice of the Community to do its utmost to provide good 

teschers. Music and drama form an important part of the school 

curriculum, so much so thst at provincial musical and drama fes­

tivals the children of St. Vincent's Orphanage usually secure 

prizes. Manual training for the boys and sewing lessons for 

the girls are psrt of the regular program. 

18 Sister M. Henry et al., Financial Statements, 1925-195 

19 Ibid., 1953. 

20 Sister John Baptist, p_£. cit., p. 2. 

21 , Annual Report, 1953, Mount St. Mary's 
Archives. 
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The priests at St. Dunstan's College take special 

interest in the children and do much to foster their spir­

itual growth, while their recreational life is fostered by 

the various societies which function within the city-

Regardless of the fact that children placed in an 

orphanage receive tender care from those whose lives are ded­

icated to this service, the fact remains that an institution 

does not and cannot take the place of a real home. In view 

of this fact, every effort is made to place children who are 

for adoption in suitable homes. In recent years the trend Is 

towards foster homes rather than institutions, the children 

being placed In families of their religious affiliation through 

out the community. Those who subsoribe to this procedure main­

tain that in an institutional setting the emotional and social 

development of children is somewhat retarded, whereas member­

ship in a family group and Inclusion in a community enable 

them to lead a fuller life. 

This matter has already been given some consideration 

in Prince Edward Island by those Interested In social welfare 

work, but whether the plan will be ultimately adopted lies at 

present only in the realm of possibility. 

The concern of the Catholic people of the province for 

the welfare of the orphans has been briefly outlined. Its 

care for the aged poor will next be considered. 
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4. Sscred Heart Home 

When Mrs. Owen Connolly presented her home and its 

beautiful site for the use of the Charlottetown Hospital in 

1890, she made provision for a certain number of destitute 

within its walls.22 This good work was carried on by the Grey 

Nuns of Quebec until the fire already referred to damaged the 

building in 1921. It was then found necessary to transfer 

the old ladles In their care to temporary lodgings in a house 

which the Bishop named St. Francis Hostel, and which was given 

23 to the care of the new Congregation. 

The crying need of a home for the poor and aged had 

long called forth longing desires on the part of many of the 

clergy and of the people. The charity of the diocese, so 

great In caring for the sick and the orphans, had never exten­

ded Itself to the poor and aged, even though the Provincial 

Home was absolutely incapable of meeting this need. According­

ly, In a circular letter of November 29, 1922, addressed to all 

the priests of the diocese, the Bishop made known his intention 

of converting the old hospital into a home for the poor and aged, 

which would be placed under the oare of the Sisters of St. Martha, 

22 3ister Mary Paula, Annals. Charlottetown Hospital, 
1925. 

83 Ibid. 
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24 
and named the 3acred Heart Home. Thus i t may be seen t h a t 

t he f i r e in the Charlot te town H o s p i t a l , which was regarded a t 

t he time as a t e r r i b l e calamity proved t o be noth ing more than 

a b l e s s i n g in d i s g u i s e . 

Within f i f t e e n months a f t e r i t opened i t s doo r s , Au­

gust 24, 1925, the Home was f i l l e d to c a p a c i t y , one hundred 
25 

and twelve, thus emphasizing the great need there was for such 

an institution. Fifteen dollars a month was all that was asked 

for board and lodging, and that only from those who were able 

to pay. No needly person was refused admission because of lack 

of financial means, even though it was at the cost of much sac­

rifice that this service was maintained. Through donations 

from benefactors and with a solute trust in God Who never for­

sook them in their needs the sisters were enabled to dispense 

His mercies to the destitute poor, many of whom would other­

wise have been compelled to spend their declining years in ut­

ter misery. 

This was before the days of Old Age Pensions, but even 

today the guests at the Sacred Heart Home are charged at a very 

low rate so that they will be able to enjoy, even In a small 

measure, the pleasure of possession so deeply Imbedded in every 

human heart. 

24 Bishop O'Leary, Circular Letter to Priests, dsted 
November 29, 1922, In Diocesan Archives. 

25 Sister M. Aloyslus, Annual Report, 1926, in Mount 
St. Mary's Archives. 
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Is It possible to transplant the aged without break­

ing their spirits? Through personal Interviews the author 

has learned that those who are at the Sacred Heart Home 

through choice would not think of returning to their former 

way of life. Nearly all others who have been placed there 

contrary to their wishes have become quite at home in the con­

genial atmosphere, while the remaining few at least find life 

tolerable. It can be safely asserted that all appreciate 

the fact that not only are their physical needs being well 

taken care of, but they are given every opportunity of deepen­

ing their spiritual lives and preparing for a happy eternity. 

5. The Diocesan Centennisl Year 

To detail chronologically the events of each succeed­

ing year would become monotonous. The year 1929, however, is 

of special interest in the history of the Congregation of the 

Sisters of St. Martha. 

a) Consecration of the Basilica.- The major event 

scheduled to mark the Diocesan Centennial Year was the conse­

cration of the Cathedral Church on July 26, raised in this year 

to the rank of a minor basilica.26 The preparations for and the 

oarrying out of the ceremonies, as well as the care of the visit­

ing prelstes, entailed a great deal of work for the sisters, who 

26 Mother F. Loyola, Annals. 1929, In Mount St. Mary's 
Archives. 
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were proud to have part In this historic ceremony, climaxing 

as it did a century of effort and achievement for the honour 

of God and the advancement of the interests of Holy Mother 

Church. 

When the consecration ceremonies were over, Bishop 

O'Leary invited his distinguished guests, the Apostolic Dele­

gate, Archbishop Gassulo, his secretary, Monsignor Buzotti, 

Archbishop Henry O'Leary, and Monsignor James Charles MacGuIgan 

to spend a week at "Allamor", the summer home of his brother 

at Grand Tracadle, P.E. I. Unable to secure the services of 

a chef, with great reluotance he asked for sisters, believing 

that the granting of this request would seriously interfere 

with other Community ectivities. The Superior was happy to 

accede to his wishes ana sent two of her best cooks. In the 

reoord of this event ss found in the annals appears the fol­

lowing: "It was a source of great joy when the Papal Delegate 

asked for the recipe of the spaghetti served at supper this 

evening. The Boston Cook Book and Sister Anns Marie deserve 
2$ 

the credit." 

b) Two Religious Communities come to Charlottetown.-

To celebrate the Centennial Year in a permanent way Bishop 

O'Leary invited the Redemptorist Fathers to open a new mis­

sion in Charlottetown. The sisters cared for them at the 

27. Mother F. Loyola, Annals. 1929, In Mount St. Mary's 
Archives. 
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Charlottetown Hospital until their rectory accommodations 

28 were ready. Their coming to Charlottetown has meant very 

much in the spiritual lives of the 3isters of St. Martha who 

since thst time have had the benefit of their spiritual direc­

tion and advice. For all these blessings they are indeed 

grateful to Almighty God. 

The Sister Adorers of the Precious Blood were also 

Invited to establish a monastery in Charlottetown during the 

Centennial Year. The Island Community was thereby given a 

splendid opportunity of exercising charity by assisting them 

in the solution of many difficulties inherent in the making 
29 of a new foundation. They were thus enabled to show their 

gratitude for what a sister oommunlty had done for them in 

their early struggles. 

o) I l l n e s s and death of Bishop O'Leary.- The s t r a in 

of the oonseoration ceremonies was too great for the beloved 

Bishop of the diocese, whose i l l - h e a l t h had been for some time 

a source of grave anxiety to a l l . Early in September, 1929, 
30 he went to Montreal for t reatment, and l a t e r to h is b r o t h e r ' s 

home in Dayton, Ohio, to recupera te . In making preparat ions 

28 S i s t e r M. Paula, Annala, 1929, Charlottetown Hos­
p i t a l Archives. 

29 Mother F. Loyola, Annals. 1929, Mount S t . Msry's 
Archives. 

30 Ib id . 
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for h i s return journey he became suddenly i l l and died on 

July 8, 1930. 

The death of him who had in so fatherly a manner fos ­

tered the growth of the young Community during most trying years 

was a severe blow. In her last conversation with him before he 

went to.Montreal, the Superior General asked him what virtues 

he wished to see stressed in the Community. "Charity in the 
31 

Community," he said, "and for yourself, courage." Did he have 

a premonition that she would soon be without his fatherly coun­

sel? 

Bishop O'Leary was born in Riohibuoto, New Brunswick, 

August 8, 1877. He graduated froa St. Joseph's University, Mem-

ramcook, with a B. A. degree when he was but seventeen. He f in ­

ished his philosophical and theological courses in Montreal 

Grand Seminary end received the degree of Doctor of Divinity at 

the early age of twenty-one. He then went to Rome to further 

his s tudies , and after having received his doctorate in Canon 

Law he was ordained in the Baailice of St. John Lateran on Holy 

Saturday, 1900. He offered his f i r s t Mass in the chapel of the 

Canadian College on Easter Sunday. 

On returning from Rome he served as secretary to Bishop 

Barry of Chatham, and soon was named Chancellor of the Diocese. 

31 Mother F. Loyola, Annals. 1929, in Mount St . Mary's 
Archives. 
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From 1903-1904 he served as spiritual director for the pupils 

of St. Michael's Academy and for the Sisters of Hotel Dieu, 

thereby gaining an experience of much use to him later. In 

1914 he was made Bishop of HIerapolis and Auxiliary Bishop of 

Chatham. In 1920 he succeeded his brother ss Bishop of Charlotte 

town* 

The external development of the Congregation during his 

episcopate has already been considered; of great importance al­

so was the internal growth during this period. 

6. Voting by Delegates First Introduced 

The system of voting by delegates was first used In 

the Congregation at the General Chapter of 1927, thirteen del-
32 

egates attending. The results of this election were as follows: 

Mother Frances Loyola, Superior General 
Sister Msry Paula, 1st Assistant 
Sister M. St. John, 2nd Assistant 
Sister M. Aloysius, 3rd Assistant 
Sister M. Faustina, 4th Assistant 
Sister M. Teresa, Treasurer General 
Sister M. Faustina, Seoretary General 

According to the Constitutions of the Congregation 

the General Chapter Is composed of: 

1 . The Superior General 
2 . Former Superiors General 
3 . The members of the General Council 

32 S i s t e r M. Faust ina, Minutes of the General Chapter. 1 
1927, Mount St . Mary's Archives. 
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4. The Secretary General 
5. The Treasurer General 
6. Local Superiors in office, whose houses comprise 

at least twelve professed sisters who belong to 
that house. 

7. One delegate from each of these houses elected 
by the sisters of that house. 

For the election of delegates to the Chapter, all profes­

sed sisters, even those of temporary vows, have a vote, but 

only professed sisters of perpetual vows may both vote and be 

considered eligible ss candidates. Houses not having at least 

twelve professed religious are grouped in such a msnner that 

each group will send to the General Chapter two delegates, that 

Is, one local superior elected from the local superiors of the 

group and one sister, who Is not a superior, elected from among 

the professed sisters of perpetual vows belonging to the group. 

Each group must comprise at least twelve professed religious 
33 

and twenty at the most. 

7. Religious and Secular Training Fostered 

The Inadequacy of their numbers snd the enormity of the 

work entailed In the proper management of the seven houses com­

mitted to their care left the sisters very little opportunity 

for the furtherance of their education. Besides, the Commu­

nity was always struggling for financial adequacy during those 

early years. However, the first Superior General, Mother 

33 Constitutions of the Congregation of the Sisters of 
St. Martha of Prince Edward Island, pp. 37-39. 
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Frances Loyola; made valiant efforts at the oost of untold 

sacrifice to carry out an educational program thst would en­

able many of the sisters to do their work more efficiently and 

34 

equip ethers for teaching service. Courses in pharmacy tech­

nique at Dalhousie University, in dietetics at Hotel Dleu Hos­

pital in Campbellton, and in cateohetics at the London Sohool 

of Cateohetics resulted in an enlargement of the scope of the 

work of the Congregation, while the courses given at Kinkora 

convent sohool made sisters eligible for admission to Prince 

of Wales College and Normal Sohool so thst they could qualify 

as teachers. 

As the works of the Community expanded, the need for a 

revised Directory became increasingly evident. Before Mother 

Stanislaus left for Antigonish in 1921 she had hsd a book of 

customs drawn up, but it was not complete and In some cases 

at variance with established usages, baaed as it was on one lent 

her by the Superior of the Slaters of Providence, Springfield, 

Massachusetts. Accordingly, at the meeting of the General 

Chapter in 1927 steps were taken to bring about the realiza­

tion of this project. In the meantime letters were sent from 

the Kotherhouse from time to time directing the sisters on cus­

toms to be observed and giving admonitions on religious deportment. 

34Mother F. Loyola, Annals of the Congregation. 1924-
1930, Mount St. Mary's Archives. 

35 Personal Interview with Mother F. Loyola, September 
5, 1954. 
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Correspondence courses in Christian Doctrine and in 

Chureh liturgy ware Inaugurated, all designed to deepen the 

spiritual Ufa of the aistars, leat in their efforts to ful­

fil the secondary end of the Congregation the primary end be 

lost sight of, namaly, to become true spouses of Christ and to 

aid one another in the work of their perfection. In this con­

nection the Community was fortunate in having as its head a 

Superior with a marked combination of holiness and intelli­

gence. By circular letters, visitations, and private inter­

views she impressed upon the sisters that their active life 

must ever be nourished by the contemplative life of prayer - a 

conviction deeply rooted in her own philosophy of life. She 

made the first formal visitation of the Community in 1928, and 

in the circular letter whieh followed are found earnest exhorta-
36 

tions to the sisters to walk the way of perfection: 

If we earnestly endeavour to practise charity and si­
lence, we shall do much not only for our own sanctiflca-
tlon and towards the fulfilment of our obligation to 
strive for perfection, but we shall draw down upon our 
Community the choicest blessings of God. It will grow In 
numbers, obedience and humility will reign, and in it will 
be found that holy peace which the world oannot give.... 

It must have been a source of great consolation to her 

to find after the death of Sister Mary Alfred on April 15, 1926, 

evidence from her notes of the efforts she had made towards 

self-sanetiflcation, and this discovery must have compensated 

in some measure for the loss sustained in the death of one of 

36 Mother F. Loyola, Circular Letter to the Sisters on 
the Missions. 1928, Mount St. Mary * s Archi v«s. 



A DSCADI OF EXPANSION, 1921-1931 46 

the best teachers of the Community, and that at a time when 

teachers were sorely needed: 

In the beginning of my illness, May, 1924, my 
Divine Spouse and I mad a a contract in which He 
promised to forglva me all my sins, to give me the 
grace to leave my class without worry or anxiety and 
to submit cheerfully to all the inconveniences of ill­
ness. On my part I promised to obey cheerfully every 
prescription of the,doctor and inflrmarian, and to 
show no signs of impatience or sadness. 

I know cot whether I am going to recover permanent­
ly; neither do I care. Death will be as acceptable as 
health. My part will consist in perfect conformity to 
God's holy will in regard to my health and in exact 
obedience to my Superiors. My motto will continue to „„ 
be, "I oan do all things in Elm Who strengtheneth me." 

Sister Mery Alfred pronounced her perpetual vows on 

her deathbed one month before the expiration of her temporary 

vows. Pontifical Requiem Mass was celebrated by her uncle, 

the late Archbishop Slnnot, and she was buried in Mount St. 

Mary'a cemetery, the first to be laid in the Motherhouse plot. 

Summary 

The first matter occupying the attention of the first 

General Council was the acceptance of Kinkora School. The 

withdrawal of the Grey Runs of Quebec from the Hospital and 

Orphanage entailed much preparation on the part of the Sisters 

of St. Martha who were called upon to take over the administra­

tion of these institutions, as well as a Home for the aged. The 

Diooeaan Centennial Year gave the sisters an added opportunity 

37 Mother ?. Loyola, Annals, 1926t Mount St. Mary's Archives. 
38 Ibid. 
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of a s s i s t i n g in other phases of diooesan endeavour- I t brought 

to Charlottetown two new re l ig ious Communities, but i t a l so 

brought the i l l n e s s and subsequent death of the beloved Bishop. 

While e f for t s to improve the s i s t e r s i n eff iciency were being 

carr ied on, a constsnt vigilence over the Community's r e l ig ious 

l i f e was maintained. I t s growth under a new Bishop i s con­

sidered In the next ohepter-



CHAPTER III 

GROWTH UNDER BISHOP JOSEPH A. 0'SULLIVAN, 1931-1944 

On coming to the See of Charlottetown in 1931, Bishop 

0'Sullivan manifested his interest in the Sisters of St. Martha 

by making the inauguration of a campaign for a new Motherhouse 

one of his first official acts. With the opening of a social 

welfare department and the establishment of religious "vacation 

schools he further extended the works of the Congregation. The 

opening of a senior high school In Kinkors and of a new rural 

school In Traoadie Cross marked further educational advanoes, 

while Western Hospital, Alberton, brought hospltsl facilities to 

rural areas. During his episcopate the work of the Congregation 

was carried beyond the diocese. An extensive educational pro­

gram better prepared the sisters, now numbering forty-five, for 

their specialized works. 

1. Campaign for a New Motherhouse 

Bishop 0'Sullivan gave undeniable testimony of his in­

terest in the Diocesan Congregation by making his first pastoral 

an appeal for strong support in its charitable works and an intro­

duction of a campaign for a more suitable Motherhouse and Novi­

tiate. He authorized the sisters to make a house-to-house can­

vass in the parishes on behalf of their building fund, placing 

1 Bishop Joseph A. O'Sullivan, Pastoral Letter. 1931, 
in Mount St. Mary's Archives. 



GROWTH UNDER BISHOP JOSEPH A. 0'SULLIVAN, 1931-1944 49 

his personal subscription of one thousand dollars at the head 

of the list.2 The continued depression prevented the campaign 

from being the success anticipated, but the visits of the sis­

ters to the parish homes was invariably much appreciated. In 

the ajnnals are recorded touching anecdotes which show how the 

good people considered these beggars as bearers of benisons to 

their homes. The cordial support and cooperation of the pas­

tors, nearly all of whom were struggling with their own eco­

nomic difficulties, was most heartening. After the first year 

the sisters did not make any direct appeal, but by means of 

bequests and voluntary donations the fund had become sufficient­

ly enlarged in 1939 that the Superior General was able to write 

in one of her circular letters to the sisters: 

We are beginning now to look forward with assured 
hope and certainty to the actual building of our long 
desired and sorely needed Motherhouse. Our Bishop says 
thst we shall have sufficient funds to begin construc­
tion very soon. Let us keep on hoping and praying and 
planning.3 

These hopes were for the present doomed to disappoint­

ment. The permission to build was oanoelled when World War II 

broke out.* This deolsion on the part of the Bishop has since 

been a source of regret because it would have been much cheaper 

to build In 1940 than at any time since, and at a time when 

good pre-war materials were still available. However, force 

2 Mother F. Loyola, Annals of the Congregation. 1931, 
in Mount St. Mary's Archives. 

3 Mother M. Paula, Circular Letter to the Sisters, dated 
February 2, 1939. 

4 1 Annals of the Congregation, 1940. 
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Of Circumstances almost compelled the Bishop to revert to his 

former decision. 

At midnight on March 9, 1942, Mount St. Mary's was 

shaken to Its very centre. A bomber flying baok to base ex­

perienced serious difficulties, and, thinking he was immediate­

ly over Northumberland Strait, dropped his load of bombs, many 

large and a few small. The white expanse below him, however, 

was not the strait, but a field adjacent to Mount St. Mary's. 

Fortunately, but one small bomb exploded, and no very serious 

consequences ensued. Fifteen years more were to pass before 

the hopes of the Congregation were realised. 

2. Social Welfare Department 

When Bishop 0*Sullivan In his first pastorsl appealed 

for strong support in the charitable works of the Congregation, 

as referred to in the last seotlon, he had especially in mind 

the poor and unfortunate In the city of Charlottetown. For 

them nothing had ss yet been done in a systematic, organized 

way. It is true that for fifty years the Chsrlottetown Hos­

pital had been carrying on in an unostentatious way the noble 

work of rendering muoh free servioe to the poor who came within 

its walla, as well as to outside cases in need. This latter 

activity, however, was carried on in a more or less desultory 

fashion until October 1, 1931, when a Social Welfare Department 

was organised to meet loosl conditions and given the name of 
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Social Service. The establishment of this servioe filled a 

long-felt want in providing nursing care in the homes at lit­

tle or no cost. By this means, as well as by its eduoative and 

preventive influence, it made lighter the demands upon the 

hospital wards. 

A qualified nurse graduate, who had taken a special 

course in social service, wss added to the personnel. She as­

sisted one of the nursing sisters in the visitation of the sick 

throughout the city and in oaring for the patients coming to 

the out-patients' department for minor treatments. Members 

of the Catholic Women's League offered their services for the 

making and repairing of clothing for distribution among the 

poor, while the various firms throughout the olty gave gen-
7 

erouely of food and clothing. 

Two rooms in the Charlottetown Hospital , equipped 

with desks and filing cabinets, were placed at the disposal 

of the social workers for the Interviewing of relief cases. 

The hospital remained their headquarters until 1942 when the 

Episcopal Corporation made more spacious apartments available, 

in whioh a comfortable setting was arranged for a girls' olub 

5 Mother M. Paula, Annals of the Congregation, taken 
from Social Servi ce Depsrtment, news item in the Charlottetown 
Guardian, issue of September 26, 1931. 

6 Sister M. Camillus, Records, Social Welfare Department, 
1932. 

7 Ibid. 
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and sewing centre. 

As time went on the many social problems resulting 

from war conditions made the need for a better trained person­

nel an urgent necessity. This need found expression in a let­

ter of the Bishop of the diocese addressed to the Superior 

General: 

...The time will soon come when we will be faced 
with proposals to bring other social agencies here, 
and if we are not properly organized, we will have to 
step aside. 

If you have any likely novices, we might consider 
sending them to Montreal or elsewhere for special cour­
ses. This would mean going without their religious 
habit, if they went to, say, The Royal Victoria Hos­
pital, for the Montreal ecclesiastical authorities 
would not approve of any nuns attending any but a 
Catholic institution there, and, as far as I know 
there Is no Catholic institution in Montreal qualified 
to give a suitable course. But If you picked the right 
nuns, I feel we could permit them to go for a six 9 
months' course without detriment to their vocation.... 

The result was that two professed sisters enrolled 

at the Toronto University Sohool of Social Work in September, 

10 1943. On their graduation two years Later, these sisters, 

the first trained social workers employed In the province, 

put Into effect a more expansive program. Reorganized under 

a Board of Directors on Maroh 18, 1948, the Social Service 

became known as The Catholic Social Welfare Bureau, taking 

8 I b i d . , 1942 

9 Bishop 0 ' S u l l i v a n , L e t t e r t o Mother V. Pau l a , dated 
February 5 , 1943. 

10 Mother M. Pau l a , Annals of the Congregat ion, 1943, 
Mount S t . Mary ' s A r c h i v e s . 

11 S i s t e r John of the Cross , Records , Ca tho l i c S o c i a l 
Welfare Bureau,1948. 
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the form of a Multiple Function Agency according to s tan-

dsrds set down by t h e Canadian Welfare Counoll. In the fo l -
12 

lowing year I t was consti tuted a Child Welfare Agency. More 

spacious apartments sgain became a necess i ty , and commodious 

dignified off ices were provided in August, 1950, by S t . Dun­

s t a n ' s Basil ica par ish . 

Although the greater part of the work undertaken by 

the Cstholio Social Welfare Bureau i s confined to the ci ty of 

Charlottetown, whose present population i s approximately 

18,000, yet the placement of children In fos te r homes, as well 

as t he follow-up service maintained, brings the soolal workers 

to every seotlon of the province. 

The amount of good, both temporal and s p i r i t u a l , tha t 

t h i s agency has already accomplished for the poor end sick In 

Charlottetown, both Catholic and Pro tes tan t , i s beyond calcula­

t i o n . S t i l l grea ter achievements wi l l there be as I t gathers 

momentum and a l l I t s p o s s i b i l i t i e s are revealed. 

3 . Religious Vacation Sohools 

Having shown his paternal i n t e r e s t in the poor of 

h i s f lock, the Bishop's next concern was for the s p i r i t u a l 

welfare of the youth of the d iocese . In June, 1935, he erec­

ted the Confraternity of Christ ian Dootrlne in a l l p a r i s h e s . 1 3 

12 I b i d . 

13 Bishop 0'Sullivan, Circular Letter to the Priests, 
dated June 3, 1935. 
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Great impetus was thereby given to the teaching of catechism 

since diocesan oatecheticsl examinations were henceforth to 

be an annual event. This in turn gave birth to the religious 

vaoation schools, which, since 1936, have played an important 

part in the spiritual lives of the children. 

The teaching sisters of the Congregation, who had 

reoeived special training in catechetical work, cooperated 

with the pastors of the various parishes to which they were 

invited in attempting to carry out a diversified program of 

religious education. 

The best known pedagogical methods were utilized to 

give the children the happiest sort of introduction to the 

study of their religion. To explain the prayers in a simple 

manner, to interpret sacred pictures, to lead the children 

in sacred music, to recount biblical stories and lives of the 

saints In a way that would interest the children, to dramatize 

sacred history, to develop an understanding love for the r.:ass, 

to conduct project work, to promote and supervise recreation 

and games - all this, in addition to explaining simply the 

lessons of the oeteohism, constituted the program of the 

religious vacation school. Parents were willing to make hero­

ic sacrifices in order that their children might enjoy the 

advantages of two weeks of daily religious education and 

teaching, while the sisters themselves found in such vacation 

schools an outlet for true missionary zeal. 
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One very no t i ceab l e e f fec t of t h e r e l i g i o u s vaca t ion 

schools was t h a t they made t h e people of the p a r i s h e s In which 

they were held very e d u c a t i o n - c o n s c i o u s . They brought r e q u e s t s 
14 f o r s i s t e r s to t each i n t h e d i s t r i c t s c h o o l s , but r e q u e s t s 

t h a t could not be Immediately g r a n t e d . The people of Kinkora 

p a r i s h p e t i t i o n e d i n 1941 t h a t p r o v i s i o n s be made fo r t h e t e ach ­

ing of Grade XI, and as t h e s i s t e r s had a l r eady been e s t a b ­

l i s h e d t he re for twenty y e a r s , t h e i r r e q u e s t rece ived f i r s t 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

4 . Kinkora Senior High Sohool 

For four teen years the s i s t e r s had been l i v i n g i n a 

temporary convent . An oppor tun i ty for a more commodious r e s ­

idence presen ted i t s e l f i n 1935 when a f ine proper ty of n ine ty 

a c r e s of l a n d , in c lose proximity to t h e school , was for s a l e 

for s i x thousand d o l l a r s . The s i s t e r s , on the urgent i n s i s ­

t ence of Bishop 0*Sul l ivan , made the purchase , borrowing the 

15 

money from the Eplsoopal Corpora t ion , and assuming the o b l i g a ­

t ion of t h e payment of both p r i n c i p a l and i n t e r e s t . The r e ­

sa le of e igh ty-one ac r e s of land on t h e fol lowing day for 

twen ty - th ree hundred d o l l a r s enabled them t o make such a l t e r a ­

t i o n s and a d d i t i o n s as were necessary t o convert t he b u i l d i n g 

14 Mother , r . Pau la , Annals, 1940, 1'ount S t . l r a r y ' 3 
Arch ives . 

15 S i s t e r ?'. Ca the r ine , Annals, 1935, S t . S t a n i s l a u s 
Convent Arch ives . 
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i n t o a s u i t a b l e convent , i n which they took up r e s i d e n c e on 

August 20, 1935. The conver t ing of the old convent i n t o a 

wel l -equipped classroom for t h e accommodation of sen ior pu­

p i l s from a l l over the p a r i s h was but t h e ma t t e r of a s h o r t 

t i m e , so t h a t a t the beginning of the next school year i t was 

ready t o func t ion in i t s new capao l ty . 

In order t o meet e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g educa t iona l demands 

i t became ev iden t in 1941 t h s t p rov i s ion must be made for the 

t e a c h i n g of Grade XI. The convent was enlarged t o provide fo r 

ex t r a olassroom spaoe , fo r l a b o r a t o r y and l i b r a r y f a c i l i t i e s , 

a s w e l l a s fo r t he accommodation of b o a r d e r s . On September 9 , 

1941, the convent opened I t s doors to i t s f i r s t Grade XI c l a s s , 

comprising twenty-four p u p i l s from va r ious p a r t s of t h e p rov ince . 

In 1952 a l a r g e modern six-room school with a t e n - f o o t b a s e ­

ment was b u i l t , a c r e d i t t o the people of Kinkora p a r i s h and a 

monument t o the pas to r now deceased . At the moment the work 

of adding two new classrooms t o house Grades XI and XII I s i n 

p r o g r e s s , so t h s t i n 1955 t h e r e w i l l be seven t e a c h e r s and 

about one hundred and seventy p u p i l s , i nc lud ing music p u p i l s 

who come from o ther d i s t r i c t s . 

Kinkora, however, has always been a d i f f i c u l t school 

i n which t o t e a c h , a s i s often the case i n s t r i c t l y I r i s h 

16 I b i d . 

17 I b i d . 
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Catholic settlements. Rivalries and jealousies amen*., the 

pupils themselves and among their parents make much heavier 

the burdens of the teachers who must be constantly on their 

guard lest they be aocused of showing favoritism. The contrast 

was very evident when the next school was opened in a strictly 

Catholic Scotch settlement in 1942. 

5. Traoadie Cross School 

August 15, 1942, marked the opening of the second 

18 

school accepted by the Congregation. In the parish of Tra­

oadie Cross there were seven school districts, each with Its 

own one-room school in which Grades I-X were taught by the 

same teacher, not an uncommon situation In many rural schools 

throughout the province. The result was that many youths of 

fifteen and sixteen were leaving sohool with scarcely more 

than a primary education, because under existing ciroumstances 

only the bright pupils could ever hope to pass the provincial 

examinations for admission either to Prince of Wales College 

and Normal School or to St. Dunstan's College High School. 

For some years this was a matter of grave concern to 

the pastor, Reverend Kenneth MacPherson, who saw that the only 

solution to the problem was a central school which the senior 

pupils of the parish could attend. This would relieve congestion 

18 Sister John of the Cross, Annals, 1942, Tracadie 
Cross Convent Archives. 
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in t h e d i s t r i c t schools and a t t he same t ime enable the t e a c h ­

e r s t o conduct t h e i r c l a s s e s more e f f i c i e n t l y . 'Mien he made 

known h i s p lans to the Min is te r of Educat ion, he did not a t 

f i r s t ge t t h e coopera t ion he expected because a t t h a t time the 

Department of Education was a l r eady cons ide r ing much l a r g e r 

u n i t s of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and did not cons ider Tracadie Cross 

a s a s u i t a b l e c e n t r e . However, a f t e r a couple of yea r s when 

no f u r t h e r s t eps were taken by t h e Department, Fa ther MacPher­

son presented h i s case again and obtained permission to open a 

convent s choo l . As t h e d i s t r i c t sohool had but one room, t h e 

c r e d i t union room in the pa r i sh h a l l served as an a d d i t i o n a l 

classroom for t h e sen io r pup i l s of the p a r i s h u n t i l t he new 

school was completed. 

The h igh cost of bu i l d ing m a t e r i a l dur ing the war 

yea r s n e c e s s i t a t e d t h e postponement of t h e e r e c t i o n of e con­

vent for e few y e a r s , t h e s i s t e r s being thus obliged t o take 

up r e s i d e n c e i n apartments in t h e pa roch ia l house . October 30 , 

19 

1950, saw t h e b l e s s i n g of t h e new convent which provided a c ­

commodation for boarders as wel l a s a d d i t i o n a l classroom 

space . The enrolment soon increased from twenty- f ive t o n i n e t y , 

making i t necessary for t h e Community t o supply four t e a c h e r s , 

one of whom teaches music and d i r e c t s the c h i l d r e n ' s and t h e 

19 S i s t e r **. of Lourdes, Anna l a , Assumption Convent, 
Tracadie Cross , 1950. 
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men's eho i r s . 

The children of Tracadie Cross are exceptionally mu­

sical , and since they have not had until reoent years oppor­

tunities for the development of this talent, they are highly 

appreciative of what Is being done for them. The words of 

praise directed to them by one of the adjudicators of the pro­

vincial musical festival held in Charlottetown on May 4, 1954, 

struck a very responsive chord in their hearts: 

This choir gave us the most polished performance 
of the afternoon - a fine ohoir - a good tone - clear, 
bell-like, well managed and controlled, good feeling 
for the rhythm, with words clear and significant. This 
choir sang with verve and zest - an excellent perfor­
mance. 21 

As a result of this recognition of their talents by an 

expert in the field, they were encouraged to excel in all 

phases of the school program, and it is hoped that the re­

alization of their potentialities will help to destroy the 

Inferior complexes which grip the pupils of this school. 

In the same year as Tracadie Cross school was accep­

ted, the opening of another school was postponed in favor of 

carrying the work of the Congregation farther afield. 

6. First Mission Outside the Diocese 

In the archives at fount St. Mary's may be seen many 

letters from Bishops and Priests, both of Canada and of the 

21 Earle Terry, Report, in Provincial Musical Festival, 
1954. Charlottetown. 
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United States, requesting the Sisters of St. Martha to es­

tablish foundations In different dioceses. The vastness of 

the work already undertaken, however, and the many possibil­

ities revealing themselves at home, prevented acceptance, even 

though some of the offers were most inviting. Even the Bishop-

Founder's request for sisters to work In the Edmonton archdio-

cese had to be refused. 

In 1941 the Jesuit Fathers of Regiopolis College, 

Kingston, Ontario, appealed for four sisters to take charge of 

the dietary department and for a nurse who would act as infirma-

23 

r i a n . At the time i t did not seem possible that the request 

would be granted, but when the Rector, Reverend Francis MaoDonsld, 

v i s i t ed Prince Edward Island the following year and la id h i s 

urgent request before the Bishop, the l a t t e r became intensely 

in t e re s t ed . The need of supervision seemed to be so great 

that i t was d i f f i cu l t to do anything else but accede to the 

Rec tor ' s wishes. The Superior General and one of her a s s i s t a n t s 

v i s i t ed Regiopolis and the decision was made. 

On July 31 , 1942, one t rained nurse, S is te r Mary S tan is ­

l a u s , who was appointed Superior, accompanied by four s i s t e r s , 

l e f t for Kingston to open the f i r s t "foreign miss ion." 2 4 I t is 

22Kenry Joseph O'Leary, Arohbishop of Edmonton, Let ter 
to Mother F . Loyola, dated August 16, 1930, in Vount 3 t . Mary's 
Archives. 

23 Mother *. Paula, Annals, 1941, in Liount St . .-ary's 
Archives. 

24 I b i d . 
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not likely that the Community will accept any other offers 

for the undertaking of domestic work outside the province. It 

realises that more than ordinary intelligence and training 

are needed for the carrying on of such works in institutions 

with the efficiency expected of those who have consecrated 

their lives to 6od. The old theory that any one at all can 

do domestic work has long since been exploded. Any one oan 

do it, but in any way at all. Again, the great majority of 

girls applying for admission to the Congregation today express 

their wish to nurse or teach or do sooial welfare work; and 

since it has been the policy of the Community to place subjects 

in work for which they are best fitted and In which they will 

be the happiest, it is going to be increasingly difficult to 

meet the demands of domestic work. 

However, the sisters who have been sent to Regiopolis 

College have always been very happy there. The unflagging in­

terest taken by the Jesuit Fathers In their spiritual and tem­

poral welfare has ever been most encouraging, and has called 

forth their best efforts. Although there has been from the 

first a staff of five sisters, the nurse was allowed to remain 

only three years, as the opening of a new hospital in 1945 re­

quired her services at home. 
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7. Western Hospital 

The scarcity of doctors throughout rural areas is a 

problem that has to be faced in every Canadian province, and one 

which in the opinion of medical men themselves will never be 

solved until the need for rural hospitals is satisfied. 

The people of Western Prince County, Prince Edward Is­

land, had for many years realized that a hospital was the only 

solution to their difficulty of retaining the services of med­

ical men, but the financial problem involved in the construc­

tion and equipment of a modern hospital was ever a deterrent fac­

tor- In 1945 an opportunity presented itself for the making of 

a modest beginning in this direction when a oommodlous hotel In 

the small town of Alberton, the centre of this area, was for 

sale. This structure, known as Albion Terrace Hotel, was Ide­

ally located on a sloping elevation, with sufficient grounds 

for future expansion. The matter was brought to the attention 

of the Bishop by the pastors of the rursl parishes in this area, 

snd the purchase was made by the Episcopal Corporation. Simul­

taneous with the renovation of the building was the construc­

tion of a new wing. When the remodelling was complete, the Sis­

ters of St. Martha took over the management of the institution, 
OR 

admitting their first patient on January 5, 1945. On the 

25 Sister M. of Lourdes, Annals. Western Hospital, 1945. 
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o f f i o i a l opening of the completed s t r u c t u r e on August 1 8 , 1948, 

a new mi les tone was reached in t h e evo lu t ion of h o s p i t a l s e r ­

v ice in Pr inoe Edward I s l a n d . T a s t e f u l l y furnished and e q u i p ­

ped with a l l t h e modern e s s e n t i a l s for s u r g i c a l , med ica l , and 

o b s t e t r i c a l c a s e s , t h e ?festern H o s p i t a l , p rov id ing f o r t y beds 

and twelve b a s s i n e t s , i s a c r e d i t to the people of West P r ince 

who gave the under taking t h e i r generous suppor t . 

The f i r s t campaign for funds in 1945 was not t he f i ­

n a n c i a l success expected due to the f ac t t h a t the non-Ca tho l i c s 

of t he town were not so coopera t ive as was a n t i c i p a t e d . This 

was much t o be r e g r e t t e d because they formed t h e major p o r t i o n 

of the popula t ion of the town of Alber ton , and were, on the 

whole, In a b e t t e r p o s i t i o n t o give generously- With t h e idea 

of the h o s p i t a l i t s e l f they were In whole-hearted agreement, 

but were opposed t o i t s management by a r e l i g i o u s group. The 

ch ie f l e ade r of the oppos i t ion was the l o c a l d r u g g i s t , John 
27 

Weugh, a man of considerable influence in the town. When he 

gave as the reason for his attitude that "the next thing the 

Pope will be here," he was not stating the real basis of his 

problem. Further Investigation revealed this. He could not 

conceive of a sisters' hospital operating without a pharmacy, 

and this he felt would effect his financial ruin. Accordingly, 

26 Ibid. 

27 Personal interview with Sister l\. of Lourdes, Sep­
tember, 1954. 
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at a meeting of the hospital officials a resolution was adop­

ted to the effect that a pharmacy would not operate In the hos­

pital, and that all prescriptions would be referred to the lo-

oal druggist. This created a different atmosphere and won the 

support of Mr- Waugh and many of his adherents. Although the 

matter of prejudice is still a factor to be reckoned with, 

prsyer and Christlike charity to all, Irrespective of creed, 

have broken down the barriers to a considerable extent. The 

majority of the non-Catholics are proud of their hospital and 
© Q 

contribute generously to its support. 

The Sisters of St. Martha now own the Institution, 

the transfer having been made from the Eplsoopal Corporation by 
29 

Bishop Boyle on April 18, 1954, just before he left for Rome. 

The original debt of approximately one hundred and sixty thou­

sand dollars has been reduced to twenty thousand, so that two 
30 years more will see Its complete liquidation. 

The external works undertaken by the Congregation during 

the Episcopate of Bishop 0'Sullivan have just been considered. 

Important as they are in themselves, their fruits will depend 

greatly on the preparations made by the sisters for the under­

taking of these works. It will be neoessary, therefore, to take 

2 8 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter of 
Sister M. Angela, Superintendent of "/estern Hospital, dated 
November 12, 1954. 

29 Interview with Mother F. Loyola, September, 1954. 

30 Interview with Sister '.. Angela, August, 1954. 
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a glance at the Interior of the Congregation to discover the 

forces that are operating. 

8. Internal Growth 

At the General Election of 1933 Slater Mary Paula was 

elected Superior General of the Congregation, a post which she 

31 

held for the next twelve years. As administrator of the Char­

lottetown Hospital for the previous eight years, she gained an 

experience that admirably prepared her for the new responsibil­

ities she was called upon to assume. 

Although the spiritual development of the sisters was 

ever her first concern, she left nothing undone, in so far as 

the finances would permit, to raise the standard of education 

in the Community. With this in mind she strove to postpone the 

opening of new houses as long as possible so that the efforts 

and energies of the Congregation could be concentrated on the 

attainment of greater efficiency in the works already underta­

ken. Thus it was that nine years had elapsed from the time of 

her appointment until another mission was opened. 

During her incumbency intensified courses in music 

were taken by all who could profit by them so that two of the 
32 

sisters received diplomas in music from McGill University-

To encourage and promote Gregorian chant in the Community and 

31 Sister M. Faustina, Minutes of the General Chapters, 
1933. 

32 Mother M. Paula, Annals, 1941, in the Archives of the 
Congregation. 
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i n t h e d i o c e s e , she sen t s i s t e r s to P ius X School of r .usic in 

New York and t o Dr- Ronan's School of Music in Toron to . This 

was the beg inn ing of a program which has become more ex tens ive 

wi th t h e pas s ing y e a r s , and which was i n s t r u m e n t a l t o no small 

degree In b r i n g i n g an a p p r e c i a t i o n of Gregorian chant to many 

p a r o c h i a l c h o i r s . 

Before 1934 no s i s t e r s had at tended Pr ince of Wales 

College and Normal School , but Mother Paula was well aware 

t h a t many s a c r i f i c e s would have t o be made i f the Community 

were t o f u l f i l one of t h e very purposes of i t s e x i s t e n c e , t h a t 

of t each ing i n r u r a l s c h o o l s throughout the prov ince- According­

l y , September 1934 saw the f i r s t s i s t e r s e n r o l l in courses t h a t 

would lead t o a t e a c h e r ' s l i c e n s e . Four years l a t e r they were 

granted a s i m i l a r permission to jo in the c l a s s e s a t S t . D u n s t a n ' s . 

Co l lege . These concess ions have done much t o r a i s e the tone of 

the Community and t o swel l the number of r e c r u i t s . Every ef­

f o r t has s i n c e been made t o t a k e advantage of these educa t ion­

a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s so t h a t eleven s i s t e r s have s ince obtained d e ­

grees and many o t h e r s have gone from these i n s t i t u t i o n s t o t ake 

s p e c i a l i z e d courses in the d i f f e r e n t works of the Community. 

Bishop 0 ' S u l l i v a n f i rmly be l ieved in keeping In t h e 

vanguard of p rogress and gave Fother Paula every encouragement 

and suppor t in her e f f o r t s t o advance her s i s t e r s . When he 

l e f t t he d iocese in 1944 t o become the Archbishop of Kingston, 

he l e f t i n s t i t u t i o n s s t a f fed wi th q u a l i f i e d mus ic ians , t e e c h e r s , 

33 I b i d . , 1934-1945. 
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nurses, musicians, dietitians, and technicians. 

Summary 

During the thirteen years of Bishop O'Sulllvan's 

eplscopete there was a marked growth in the development of 

the Congregation. The inauguration of a campaign for a new 

Motherhouse was a source of encouragement and stimulation, 

but its erection was postponed owing to the intervention of 

war. New activities were provided in the operating of a so­

cial welfare department and of religious vacation schools. The 

opening of a senior high school in Kinkora and of a new rural 

school in Tracadie Cross marked progressive steps in the educa­

tional field, while 8 new rural hospital brought Increased hos­

pital facilities. The care of the dietary depsrtment and infir­

mary of Regiopolis College, Kingston, Ontario, brought the work 

of the Community beyond the diocese. The attention given to 

the education of the sisters, now numbering eighty-eight, in 

preparing them for their specialized works received the encouragement 

and support of Bishop 0'Sullivan. The progress made during the 

episcopate of his successor, Bishop Boyle, will be considered 

in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER IV 

GROWTH UNDER BISHOP JAMES B07LE, 1944-1954 

The ten years of Bishop Boyle's episcopate is an impor­

tant decade in the history of the Congregation. The establish­

ing of 8 school and nursing station in Lennox Island reserva­

tion marks the first organized attempt to better the condition 

of the Indians. The opening of three other rural schools and 

the renovation and enlargement of the Charlottetown Hospital 

greatly expanded the work of the Congregation. While the Com­

munity sustained a severe loss in the death of Mother Mary 

Paula, the Marian Year, 1954, brought very signal favours. 

1. School and Nursing Station in Lennox Island 

The official opening of a school and nursing station 

in Lennox Island on September 13, 1948, marked the inaugura­

tion of the first organized attempt to promote the spiritual, 

cultural, and economic betterment of the Indians, a people 

whose history is intimately bound up with the early history 

of the province. When Jacques Cartier reached its shores in 

1534, the Micmacs were in full possession and remained so for 

the next one hundred and twenty-five years. During the period 

of French occupancy they learned to live on friendly terms with 

the white man, and all were converted to Christianity. Along 

with the Frenoh they boldly resisted the attacks of the English 

I New Sohool and Nursing Station in Lennox Island. 
news item in The Charlottetown Guardian, issue of September 14,1948, 
p. 1, col. 4. 
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i n v a d e r s , but w i th t h e f a l l of Louisburg in 1758 the province 

became an Engl ish p o s s e s s i o n . After the Engl i sh occupat ion 

and t h e consequent d e p o r t a t i o n of the French Acadians , the l o t 

of the I n d i a n s became a d i f f i c u l t one. The province was d i v i d ­

ed i n t o s i x ty - seven l o t s , d i s t r i b u t e d t o f a v o r i t e s of t he crown, 

and s e t t l e d by E n g l i s h , I r i s h , and Scotch i n h a b i t a n t s . 2 In the 

d i s t r i b u t i o n t h e Indiana were e n t i r e l y overlooked, a l though as 

a b o r i g i n e s they had a pe r f ec t r i g h t t o s h a r e . Soon, t o o , they 

l o s t even t h e i r means of l i v i n g , which had been for the most 

p a r t hun t ing and f i s h i n g . As time went on they became o b j e c t s 

of c h a r i t y and made a p r e c a r i o u s l i v i n g by s e l l i n g baske t s and 

home h a n d i c r a f t s . 

The f i r s t example of I n t e r e s t i n the we l fa re of t he Wio-

macs i s found in the w i l l of Lady Louise Augusta Wood, daughter 

of Lieutenant-Governor Fanning, who dur ing h i s term of o f f loe 
3 

a s governor of t h e I s l a n d , 1786-1805, acquired l a r g e t r a o t s of 

l a n d , 2513 a c r e s , which he l e f t t o h i s daughter who married a 

Colonel Wood of England. In her w i l l dated May 5 , 1670, she 

d i r e o t e d t h a t the land be sold and one-half t h e proceeds s e t 

a s i d e for t h e b e n e f i t of the I n d i a n s . I n e x p l i c a b l y the w i l l 

was l o s t s i g h t of u n t i l 1910, when t h e a n c i e n t parchment was 

2 Alexander '.ifarburton, A His to ry of Pr ince Edward Is land , 
S t . John, N . B . , Barnes , 1923, p . 1 2 1 . 

3 I b i d . , p . 480. 
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discovered in the attic of the court house in Charlottetown. 

A trustee board was set up under the chairmanship of Hon. A. 

E. Arsenault, a retired judge, and settlement was made with 

the provincial government who in the meantime had sold the 

land. The small annual Income of eight hundred dollars fror 

the Lady Wood Estate has since been used for the benefit of 
4 

the Indians. 

Since 1910 Judge Arsenault has been the indefatigable 

friend and advocate of these first inhabitants. The plans 

which he formulated for their economic betterment and which 

time and time again he presented to the Department of Indian 

Affairs in Ottawa received for many years no consideration. 

In spite of repeated rebuffs he persevered in his persistent 

campaign and only after thirty-five years did he see the tri­

umph of his efforts. 

After a survey of Lennox Inland, which had been pur­

chased for the Indians in 1875 by the Aborigines Protective 

5 

Society, the Federal Department put into effect an extensive 

building program which included a three-room.school, convent, 

nursing s t a t i o n , community s to re , agent ' s residence, reotory, 

power house, and for ty new homes. On i t s inv i ta t ion the Con­

gregation of t he " i s t e r s of St . Martha sent one regis tered 

4 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter 
of A. E. Arsenault , dated September 10, 1954. 

5 . Ib id . 
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nurse and two teachers , while the diocese supplied a res ident 

p r i e s t , who i s the pr inc ipa l of the school. 

Although the educationsl set-up i s outside the j u r i s ­

d ic t ion of the provincial Department of Education, the same cur­

riculum has been adopted so t h a t the pupils may on the comple­

t ion of Grade X be prepared to enter Prince of Wales College 

High School or St. Dunstan's . Apart from the regular courses 

on the curriculum, ins t ruc t ions are being given to both c h i l ­

dren and adul ts in home nursing, home economics, c r a f t s , music, 

and h o r t i c u l t u r e . Intensive t ra in ing in the ways of more hea l th ­

ful l i v ing has already produoed grat i fying r e s u l t s , and i t i s 

to be expected that the high r a t e of mortal i ty which has pre­

vailed among them wi l l soon be considerably reduced. 

The Federal Department has been most lavish in supply­

ing the Indians on t h i s reserva t ion , f i f t y fami l ies , with a l l 

they need to make a good l i v i n g . Every effort i s being made 

to make these f a c i l i t i e s redound to the i r utmost advantage so 

tha t they w i l l become not only economically Independent, but 

men and women of whom the provinoe wi l l be proud. 

2 . S t . Theresa 's Sohool 

The next school claiming the a t ten t ion of the Congrega­

t ion was in a ru ra l area about t h i r t y miles from Charlottetown. 

The Increased i n t e r e s t in education r e su l t i ng from the parochial 

sohool in Tracadie Cross parish led some of the people of the 
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ne ighbour ing pa r i sh of S t . T h e r e s a ' s t o cons ider the p o s s i ­

b i l i t y of a s i m i l s r arrangement for t h e i r p a r i s h . The t ime 

seemed r i p e for j u s t such a change. S t . T h e r e s a ' s d i s t r i c t 

school was closed owing to l ack of s u f f i c i e n t p u p i l s , and 

t h r e e of the o the r s ix schools of t h e pa r i sh were in charge 

of non- l i censed t e a c h e r s , t h e Department of Education having 

been obl iged du r ing t h e war years to i s s u e permi ts even t o 

t hose of Grade X s tand ing in order t o keep in opera t ion many 

primary schools which would otherwise have been vacan t . 

When t h e m a t t e r of a convent sohool was brought t o the 

a t t e n t i o n of the p s s to r by t h e p a r i s h i o n e r s themselves , Fa the r 

Croken saw an I n d i c a t i o n of the p o s s i b l e fu l f i lmen t of h i s own 

7 

p l ans f o r such a program , but which he had h e s i t a t e d t o r e ­

l e a s e t o a pa r i sh j u s t emerging from t h e shadow of d e b t . By 

a w r i t t e n c o n t r a c t wi th t h e p a r i s h t h e Congregation pledged 

I t s e l f t o provide fo r the fu rn i sh ing of the convent and fo r 

the continued upkeep of the i n t e r i o r 8 , t h u s p u t t i n g i n t o ef­

f e c t a r e c e n t change in t h e po l icy of t h e Community wi th r e ­

gard t o the es tab l i shment of fu tu re eonvents In t h e r u r a l 

The new sohool and convent, which wi th t h e permission 

of the Bishop were cons t ruc ted on the p a r i s h farm, were 

6 Pe r sona l Correspondence of t h e Author, L e t t e r 
of Rev. B a s i l Croken, dated Dec. 30, 1954. 

7 I b i d . 

8 The S i s t e r s of S t . Martha, Cont rac t with reverend B a s i l 
Croken. p a s t o r of S t . T h e r e s a ' s p a r i s h , dated Apr i l 25 , 1948. 
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o f f i c i a l l y opened on September 22 , 1949. During the s i x years 

t h a t have elapsed t h e change ef fec ted in t h e s t t i t u d e of both 

p a r e n t s and p u p i l s towards educat ion i s phenomenal. At the 

moment seventeen of t h e g radua tes a re a t t e n d i n g co l l ege or 

r e c e i v i n g higher educat ion In o the r i n s t i t u t i o n s . 9 Various 

f a c t o r s have con t r ibu ted t o t h i s Inc rease of i n t e r e s t o ther 

than t h e f a c t t h a t t h e t e a c h e r s themselves a re dedica ted t o 

t h e i r work. S t . T h e r e s a ' s pa r i sh i s not a wealthy p a r i s h , and 

the very f a c t t h a t many s a c r i f i c e s must be made t o keep t h e 

sohool p l a n t In opera t ion b r ings i n t o r e l i e f the t r u t h t h a t 

educa t ion i s c o s t l y , and with t h e major i ty of people , f i n a n ­

c i a l cos t I s an index of va lue . Again the keen compet i t ion 

t h a t a c e n t r a l sohool a f fo rds and t h e increased f a c i l i t i e s t h a t 

a convent school provides are conducive to optimum i n t e r e s t , 

and tend t o c u l t i v a t e in t h e pup i l s a d e s i r e to u t i l i z e t o 

t h e i r maximum t h e i r p o t e n t i a l i t i e s . 

Already t h e sohool i s overcrowded and a d d i t i o n a l c l a s s ­

rooms a n e c e s s i t y . J u s t what w i l l be done about t h i s s i t u a ­

t i o n cannot now be fo reseen . There i s a p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t he 

Department of Education w i l l g ran t permission t o add Grades XI 

and X I I , but u n t i l t h i s matter i s d e f i n i t e l y s e t t l e d t h e r e w i l l 

be no th ing done in t h e mat te r of expanding p resen t f a c i l i t i e s . 

9 Persona l Correspondence of t h e Author. L e t t e r 
of S i s t e r Margaret T«'arie, p r i n o l p a l of S t T T h e r e s a ' s School , dated 
December 30 , 1954. 

10 I b i d . 
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3. Fort Augustus School 

The next school opened on August 12, 1954, marked a 

departure from the regular type of school conducted by the Con­

gregation. 

When Reverend Theodore Butler was appointed pastor 

of Fort Augustus parish in 1949, his first concern was for im­

proved educational opportunities for the youth of the parish. 

A oentral sohool seemed to him the most satisfactory solution 

of existing problems. He had In mind, however, a larger unit 

of administration so that all the children of each of the nine 

districts of the parish would be taught in one central sohool. 

In the other parochial schools only the pupils of the senior 

grades in the outlying districts were admitted, the district 

sohools continuing to operate for the benefit of the lower 

grades. There were already existing in the province two such 

larger units of administration, but comprising from twelve to 

fifteen school districts. As Fort Augustus parish was not 

willing to conform to all the stipulations with reference to 

the larger unit, it would not ordinarily come under the regu­

lar larger unit of legislation, even though an amalgamation 

of a number of school districts were effected. The Minister 

of Education, however, realizing that the request of this 

group of districts was a worthy one, used the authority 

11 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter 
of Lloyd V. Shaw, Deputy Minister and Director of Education, 7.E.I., , 
dated January 10, 1955. 
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12 granted him and gave his permission for the amalgamation. 

To accommodate the present enrolment of seventy-

eight and allow for future growth a building which will pro­

vide six classrooms, recreation rooms, library and laboratory 
13 

facilities, is now in the course of construction. The second 

floor will be finished interiorly when, as is anticipated, 

Grades XI and XII are added. The new convent whloh will pro­

vide for the aocommodetlon of boarders will be built within 

the present year when six sisters, including a music teacher, 

will complete the staff. At present the sisters are living 

in the parochial house. 

Pending the completion of the school, the parish hall 

has been converted into temporary classrooms. Up to the pres­

ent only six of the nine schools have amalgamated^ but it is 

hoped that with the functioning of the new school and with bus 

transportation provided by the parish, the other three poten­

tial members of this larger unit will forget their differences 

and cooperate in a parish endeavour whloh cannot but reap a 

rich harvest of returns. 

4. Grand Traoadie Sohool 

The idee of a central school for all the children of 

the parish has long been a subject of much discussion among 

12 Island, Prince Edward, The School Act. Charlotte­
town, The Department of Education, 1952, p. 7. 

13 Personal Correspondence of the Author. 
Letter of Reverend T. Butler, dated January 3, 1955. 

14 Ibid. 
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the priests of the diocese, but anticipated opposition from 

the people was ever a deterrent factor- It was left to the 

pastor of Fort Augustus parish to take the Initiative, and 

although he did not receive full cooperation, the success of 

the venture was sufficiently encouraging to induce the pastor 

of the neighbouring parish of Corran Ban to formulate similar 

plans. The difficulties, however, which were to beset his path 

were more real than at first apparent. 

The first opposition came from Bishop Boyle,^5who, al­

though very much in favour of central schools as such, or of 

any movement that would tend to raise the standard of educa­

tion in the diocese, did not think that the time was ripe for 

the execution of this project. Corran Ban wes a very small 

parish, embracing only four school districts, with the Catholic 

element in the minority. Although the cost of constructing 

the school would be the concern of all the ratepayers of the 

amalgamated districts, the oonvent would have to be built by 

the Catholics alone. The Bishop felt that since no preparation 

had been made by way of a building fund, it was not advisable 

to place edditional burden on the parish until it was free from 

debt. However, he did make a concession, which met the approv­

al of the pastor and the Sisters of St. Martha. By granting 

15 Personal interview with Mother F. Loyola, with whom 
the Bishop hsd discussed the matter, April, 1954. 
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the sisters permission to drive a car, he obviated the immedi­

ate necessity of erecting a convent, since Corran Ban is but 

ten miles from Charlottetown. 

The next form of opposition came from the people them­

selves, not so much from a financial standpoint as from the un-

desirabillty of having the central school in an area which was 

not central. But since the Church Is in Corran Ben, the convent 

when built will be located near, and this necessitated the erec­

tion of the school In this area. The opposition, however, was 

not In the majority, but the supporters had s margin not suf­

ficiently substantial to warrant the carrying of the plan to 

completion. The upshot was that a tentative program emerged. 

Two sisters are now teaching in Grand Tracadie district school, 

which is being attended by all the pupils of this district and 

those of the senior grades of two of the other three districts, 

Corran Ban and Millcove. 

The Department of Education did not oppose in any way 

the original plan, owing to the scarcity of teachers and the 

consequent difficulty of keeping many small schools In opera­

tion. It is paying sixty per cent of the tuition and fifty per 

cent of the transportation costs of those pupils who go from 
16 

the two outlying districts. 

16 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter 
of Rev. 0. r. Wood, pastor of Cerran Ban pariah, dated January 3, 
1955. 
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This i s t he only school of the Congregation in which 

the s i s t e r s do not give r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n . I t i s f e l t 

t h a t every p recau t ion must be t aken , for a time a t l e a s t , to 

ensure the coopera t ion of the non-Cathol ic p a r e n t s , many of 

whom have a l r e a d y expressed t h e i r s a t i s f a c t i o n wi th the p r e s ­

ent ar rangement . The p a s t o r ' s views in regard to the success 

of h i s program i s w e l l expressed : 

The p resen t system I s working smoothly, but a cen­
t r a l school a t Corran Ban must be t h e outcome. We 
must "make has t e s lowly" because t h e s i t u a t i o n h e r e , 
mixed a s i t i s from a denominat ional point of view, 
i s a very d e l i c a t e one . However, wi th t h e success 
a l r eady achieved, I f e e l sure t h a t I t w i l l not be long 
before t h e s t i f f e s t block of oppos i t ion i s melted down, 
and a l l w i l l see the l i g h t sh in ing through the da rk ­
n e s s and w i l l under s t and . The oalm and s e r e n i t y t h a t 
now p r e v a i l g ive no i n d i c a t i o n of the storm t h a t haa 
passed . But t h e c o u n t l e s s mee t ings , t h e spur ious a r ­
guments, t h e d e s t r u c t i v e c r i t i c i s m s were a l l a pa r t 
of the warp and woqf t h a t go i n t o the making of any 
new scheme worth w h l l e . ^ 7 

The opening of four schoo l s dur ing the ep i scopa te of 

Bishop Boyle has j u s t been d i s c u s s e d . The a t t e n t i o n given 

during t h i s period t o another ma t t e r of much importance in 

the Congregat ion, the care of t h e s i c k , w i l l next be con­

s i d e r e d . 

5 . New P a v i l i o n in Char lo t te town H o s p i t a l 

When t h e Ca tho l i c H o s p i t a l , b u i l t in Charlot te town to 

r ep l ace the s t r u c t u r e d e s t r o y e d by f i r e , o f f i c i a l l y opened 

17 I b i d . 
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its doors on September 24, 1925, it was hailed as a modern in­

stitution of the first class. Nor did any person foresee that 

the passage of but a quarter of a century would necessitate the 

18 expenditure of one million dollars to enable it to meet the 

demands for increased bed capacity and to keep paoe with the 

enormous advances in medical and surgical science. Yet such 

was the case. The official opening on February 21, 1950, of 

a completely renovated and modernized original structure and 

a new pavilion introduced a new era in the administration of 

this historic institution, now regarded as one of the finest 

in the Dominion. From deooration along the lines of colour 

therapy to the addition of the latest equipment for diagnostic 

and therapeutic x-ray, the new building is designed to provide 

the utmost in health care for the people of the provinoe for 

many years to come. 

Because it is a non-profit hospital, and because It 

has given more than two million dollars' worth of free care 
19 

since the brick building opened in 1925, it could not pay 

the huge debt it had contracted. In its hour of need it turned 

to the people it had served for nearly three-quarters of a cen­

tury, and it was not disappointed. When Bishop Boyle launched 

18 Personal Correspondence of the Author, Letter 
of Sister M. of Good Counsel, Superintendent of the Charlotte-
town Hospital, dated January 3, 1958. 

19 Ibid. 
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h i s f i r s t campaign for funds i n 1952, p lac ing as h i s ob jec ­

t i v e t h r e e hundred thousand d o l l a r s , the amount needed to 

l i q u i d a t e the f i r s t bank loan , each of the f i f t y - t h r e e 

p a r i s h e s and missions i n the d iocese organized i t s e l f for a c ­

t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the fund- ra i s ing program, so t h a t the 
?0 

o b j e c t i v e was over- reached by seven ty - f ive thousand d o l l a r s . 

The Bishop, commenting on the success of the campaign i n a 

sermon preached i n the B a s i l i c a fo l lowing the announcement of 

the r e s u l t s , sa id in p a r t : "So long as t h i s s p i r i t of f a i t h 

and c h a r i t y animate our Cathol ic people , t h i s land a l r e a d y so 

favoured by God w i l l continue t o be the object of His benedic­

t i o n s ." 2 ] -

The Char lot te town Hosp i t a l was very soon to su f fe r a 

severe los s i n the death of her to whose " v i s i o n , p lann ing , 
?2 and energy i t w i l l long remain a monument." 

6 . Death of Mother Mary Paula 

The encouragement given the Congregation i n t h e l a t e s t 

p r o v i s i o n for the expansion of i t s s e r v i c e s to the s i c k and 

dying was deeply overshadowed by the news of the f a t a l i l l n e s s 

of Mother Mary P a u l a , who for twenty years had been most inti&t 

mate ly a s s o c i a t e d with t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n . Mother Paula was one o 

the p i o n e e r s of the Community and her l i f e - s t o r y forms one of 

20 iP ia* 
21 Bishop Boyle, Bishop proud of the Success of the 

Campaign, a r t i c l e in the char io t teftwon GuardTah. (Cl ipping) 
22 , Eulogy on the Occasion of Mother paula»s 

F u n e r a l , February 4 , 1952. 



GROWTH UNDER BISHOP JAMES BOYLE, 1944-1954 61 

the most b r i l l i a n t chap te r s in i t s h i s t o r y . 

Born i n Georgetown, P r ince Edward I s l a n d , September 8 , 

1892, Mother Paula was t h e second youngest in t h e family of 

Captain and Mrs. Hugh ItfoPhee. During her ea r ly years she a t ­

tended t h e town school where she l a i d the formal foundat ions 

for a l i f e t i m e of s tudy- But perhaps more s i g n i f i c a n t was t h e 

educat ion she rece ived in her home. There she Imbibed t h e w i s ­

dom, s p i r i t and c u l t u r e of an eminently Ca tho l i c fami ly . There 

her youthful mind was moulded by the s t rong cha rac t e r of her 

I r i s h mother , and he r out look on l i f e broadened by he r s e a -

cap t a in f a t h e r . After m a t r i c u l a t i o n she a t tended Pr ince of 

Wales College in Char lo t te town, obtained a t e a c h e r ' s l i c e n s e , 

and t augh t some yea r s in Georgetown schoo l . 

Her o lde s t b r o t h e r , John, having been k i l l e d in a c t i v e 

s e r v i c e i n World War I on Ju ly 29, the Feas t of S t . l r .artha, 

she r e so lved t o consecra te he r l i f e t o God in t h e I s l and Com­

munity- She r ece ived t h e p o s t u l a n t ' s v e i l in Antigonish on 

January 16 , 1919, and her holy h a b i t and r e l i g i o u s name on 

August 10 , 1919. On Apr i l 13 , 1921, she made f i r s t p rofess ion 

of vows in S t . Duns tan ' s College chape l , Char lo t t e town. In 

August, 1921 , she was appoin ted M i s t r e s s of Novioes , fo l lowing 

t h e r e t u r n of the f i r s t Supe r io r , I/other Mary S t a n i s l a u s , t o 

her own Community i n An t igon i sh . When the S i s t e r s of S t . Martha 

took over t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e Char lo t te town H o s p i t a l in 

1926 she was appointed Super ior and Super in tenden t , he re she 
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remained for eight years, guiding, promoting, and encourag­

ing the work of the various departments and of the auxiliary 

activities of the hospital. 

A higher duty was thrust upon her in 1933 when she 

was elected Superior General of the Congregation. Apart from 

her devotion to the spiritual and temporal needs of her reli­

gious daughters, Mother Paula will be especially remembered 

for her interest in and enoouragement of Church music, her zeal 

that all churches and chapels should be becomingly fitted up 

and adorned in accordance with the decrees and decisions of 

Holy Mother Church, and her desire to promote better knowledge 

of religion among the young people of the diocese. During her 

term of office the Community opened a new convent in Traoadie, 

Western Hospital was founded, and the first mission outside 

the diocese was established. 

After her second term as Superior General she returned 

to the Charlottetown Hospital where she remained until illness 

forced her to retire in June, 1951. Eer death on February 2, 

1952, at a comparatively early age, when to her other endow­

ments time had added experience, was a great loss to the Com­

munity. May the memory of her zeal for God's glory and her 

faithfulness to the Holy Rule remain with us as a precious 

legacy to sustain and inspire throughout the years to come I 

Pontifical Mass of Requiem was offered in St. Dunster.' s 
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Basilica on February 4, 1952, after which her mortal remains 

23 were laid to rest In the Community cemetery. 

It is most fitting that the final section of the four 

chapters devoted to the study of the birth and growth of the 

Congregation should be concerned with devotion to Her who is 

the Patroness of all religious Communities - the Blessed Virgin Mary 

7. The Msrlan Year, 1954 

The s i s t e r s of the Congregation rejoiced when the Holy 

Father called on Catholics throughout the world in his immor­

t a l encyc l ica l , Fulgens Corona, to make 1954 a Marian Year-

Love of the Blessed Virgin was ever an outstanding vir tue of 

i t s f i r s t Superior, Mother Mary Stanis laus , who made every ef­

for t t o plant firmly in the hear ts of the s i s t e r s devotion to 

t h i s heavenly Queen. She named the Motherhouse Mount S t . 

Mary's in her honour, and as the s i s t e r s go out to the i r mis­

sions from i t s por ta ls they take with them that ardent des i re 

to do a l l for Jesus through Mary. With feelings of grat i tude 

and joy, then, the s i s t e r s undertook t o follow the recommenda­

t ions of the Saored Congregation of Religious regarding t h e i r 

pa r t i cu la r par t in th i s great year. Love len t Inventiveness 

and t ru ly amazing were the t r i bu t e s of a f fec t ion . 

I t Is not intended to mention here a l l t ha t was done 

23 S i s t e r s ' Records, Mount S t . Mary's Archives. 
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by t h e s i s t e r s , i n d i v i d u a l l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , t o honour the 

Mother of God du r ing the pas t yea r . Nor indeed i s i t n e c e s ­

sary or even pos s ib l e to do so . The mention of but a small 

number of t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s can we l l r e v e a l the Marian s p i r i t 

of the Congregat ion . 

In a c i r c u l a r l e t t e r of January 5 , 1954, t he Super ior 

General c a l l e d on the s i s t e r s to p r a o t l s e g r e a t kindness and 

c h a r i t y , e s p e c i a l l y toward o t h e r members of t h e Community, In 

honour of Mary most Amiable, t o o f fe r d a l l y some small penance 

or s a c r i f i c e , and t o r e c i t e t h e Marian Year prayer and Magnif­

i c a t d a i l y . Add i t iona l books on Marlology were added t o a l l 

the convent l i b r a r i e s , and f requent s p i r i t u a l r ead ings in com­

mon on some phase of Marian devot ion became pa r t of t h e r egu l a r 

program. A marble s t a t u e , a t r u l y a r t i s t i c r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 

chosen wi th t h e recommendations of the Holy Fa the r in mind r e ­

gard ing C h r i s t i a n a r t , was placed i n t h e Motherhouse chape l , 

while a b e a u t i f u l outdoor sh r ine beoarae a p lace of d a i l y p i l ­

grimage. 

As a s p e o i a l Marian Year p r o j e c t t h e Community sent 

two s i s t e r s t o t h e Ca tho l i c U n i v e r s i t y , Washington, t o study 

techniques of working with c h i l d r e n of r e t a r d e d m e n t a l i t y . The 

Community p l ans t o develop t h i s neg lec ted phase of educa t ion and 

do more for t h e s e a f f l i c t e d l i t t l e ones . 

To a s s i s t In a s p i r i t u a l way the Ca tho l i c poor of 

Char lo t te town, two r e t r e a t s , conducted by t h e Kedemptorist 
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F a t h e r s , were held a t Mount S t . G a r y ' s for two groups of 

mothers , c l i e n t s of t h e Ca tho l i c Welfare Bureau. The s i s t e r s 

doing welfare work made more f requent v i s i t s to p r i s o n e r s and 

t o the aged in government i n s t i t u t i o n s , d i s t r i b u t i n g r e l i g i o u s 

a r t i c l e s and r e c i t i n g the Rosary wi th them. These v i s i t s of 

the s i s t e r s are always a p p r e c i a t e d . Generous money c o n t r i b u ­

t i o n s were given to the poor , and s i x s t u d e n t s , poor but d e s e r v ­

i n g , were given f ree board . 

Speoia l e f f o r t s were made by t h e t e a c h e r s in our schools 

t o I n s t i l i n t o t h e h e a r t s of t h e i r charges a g r ea t devot ion t o 

the Mother of God. In each school dramatic p r e s e n t a t i o n s p r e ­

pared by d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s helped t o f o s t e r t h i s devot ion and 

t o give knowledge of our Lady ' s r e c e n t a p p a r i t i o n s . One ^roup 

won f i r s t p lace In the p r o v i n c i a l musical f e s t i v a l for the s i n g ­

ing of t h e La t in hymn, Salve Reglna, which was repeated in t h e 

c i t y audi tor ium a t t h e Concert of S t a r s . Pe rpe tua l Rosary, in 

which both c h i l d r e n and s i s t e r s p a r t i c i p a t e d , was offered on 

t h e f i r s t Saturday of each month as w e l l as on v a r i o u s f e a s t s 

throughout the yea r . 

In a l l t he houses of the Congregation t r iduums and 

s p e c i a l c l o s i n g s marked the t e rmina t ion of t h i s holy yea r . The 

Novices ' p r e s e n t a t i o n of a drama on Our Lady of Guadeloupe was 

a f i n a l t r i b u t e of love t o Her c a l l e d by our p r e sen t Koly Fa ther 
24 the Hope of America. 

24 Personal Correspondence of t h e Author, L e t t e r 
of T'other F . Loyola, dated Jenuary 10 , 1955. 
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Although the congregation was the r ec ip ien t of 

many favours during the Marian Year, i t was called upon to 

endure a heavy cross in the death of the beloved Bishop Boyle, 

Having taken ser iously i l l on h is way to Home to at tend the 

canonization ceremonies of ope iue :, he entered the hos­

p i t a l of 3 t , John and S t . Elizabeth In London where he died on 

June 3 , following a surgica l operat ion. The denth of h is deep 

s p i r i t u a l i t y and his great love of God»s holy Mother was r e ­

vealed in a remark so brief , yet so meaningful, that he made 

shor t ly before he expired, " I t i s good to die in the Marian 

Year," 2 6 

Jummary 

The progress made in the educational and hospi ta l 

f i e lds was greater during the episcopate of id shop Moyle than 

in &ny of the three preceding per iods , >f specia l i n t e r e s t 

to the Congregation was the work i t undertook for the benefit 

of the province 's most neflected people, the Indians , The 

es tabl i sh ing of a school and nuroinr s tu t ion on \enn6x Island 

reserva t ion , the openinp of three other r u r a l schools, and the 

25 Bishop John R, waoconoid, , ulopy on the occasion 
2£ Bishop Boyle'a Funeral, June 15, 1954. 

alahop ^o johuid v i s i t ed Bishop aoylo shor t ly before 
h is death. 

file:///enn6x
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rcnov -ting and enlarging of the Charlottetovm hospi ta l w i l l 

contribute much to the welfare of the diocese, rh® death of 

bother may Paula, one of tins pioneers of the congregation, 

to whom i t owes much of the pres t ige i t now enjoys, was a 

d i s t i n c t loss to the community and t o the diocese. The 

Marian Year offered countless opportuni t ies of showing love 

and devotion to the irother of G^d, uncter whose protec t ion 

the Congregation, now numbering one hundred -and t h i r t y - e igh t 

members, i s placed. The next and f ina l chapter w i l l point 

out the contr ibut ions of the l i s t e r s of .>t. . a r tha to education 

in Prince cdward Is land , 



CHAFER V 

FOUR JKC4DK3 OF kDUC r̂iOK&L ZFfO"T 

In the four preceding chapters the b i r th of the Con­

gregation and i t s gradual development over a period of four 

decades have been discussed a t some length . This f ina l chap­

t e r w i l l attempt to point out tha t in every f ie ld of endeavour, 

whether among i t s own members, s tudents , orphans, th© s ick , the 

poor, or the aged, I t has contributed grea t ly to the advance­

ment of education within the province, th .t i s , education under­

stood in i t s true and propor sense, as s tated in th© int roduc­

t ion to t h i s t h e s i s . 

1, Education within the congregation 

Before considering what has been the contr ibut ion of 

th® Congregation through i t s ex te rna l works to educational 

growth within the province, i t seems f i t t i n g that i t s contr ibu­

t i on t o th© development of i t s own members should receive f i r s t 

considerat ion, since with but two exceptions a l l ar© na t ive-

born. 

hen the Bis hop-founder, moved by his zeal for the 

greater glory of God, undertook to est&bliah a diocesun Con­

gregation in Charlottetown, he rea l i zed thfct with a re l ig ious 

nov i t i a t e functioning within the province more younr women 

would be a t t r a c t e d to the r c l i p i a u s l i f e , a s t - t e in which they 

would have the grave ob l i ru t ion to s t r i v e for Chris t ian per­

fec t ion . This s p e c i a l work of educ t ion in t u u\ y or perfect ion 
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Is the keystone In th® accomplishments of any community, for 

i t l a "as i f to matriculate in perfect ion that the postulant 
1 

appl ies a t the c l o i s t e r door." 

The Superiors of the Congregation were blessed in 

having from the f i r s t the canons of the Code of 1918 to guide 

them In the formation of i t s members. In the years before the 

Code many Communities were forced by pressure of oiroumstanoes 

to allow novices to teach and take up other ex te r io r a e t l v l t l e s . 

Any temptation to do so by the present Congregation in i t s dif­

f i c u l t pioneer days was precluded by the very def in i te regula­

t ions of the Church af ter 1918. Inspired by the example of 

t h e i r holy o rd ina r i e s , the superiors have been most anxious to 

follow exact ly a l l regula t ions regarding r e l i g i o u s , and have 

from time to time taken courses in canon law, dogma, and l i t u rgy 

that they might understand a l l i n the Light of the best i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i on . The proximity of S t . Dunstan»s univers i ty to the 

Motherhouse i s of incalculable benefit to the s i s t e r s , as the 

p r i e s t s of the faoulty have ever been most zealous in giving 

regular ooursea in r e l i g i o n to the pos tu lan t s , novices, and 

junior professed. 

although the s p i r i t u a l formation of the members has 

always been placed f i r s t i n importance, the necessi ty of the 

best professional t r a in ing has never been overlooked, even at 

1 Reverend A. Motte, obedience, festminster, Maryland, 
Newman Press , 1953, p . 64. 
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the cost of great sacrifice, perhaps It is precisely beoause 

ita various works have been founded on sacrifice that the con­

gregation has been able to contribute much to the educational 

enrichment of the diocese. 

S# Contribution through External t,orks 

In order to have an adequate appreciation of what have 

been the contributions of the Congregation to the field of educa­

tion, it seems necessary to consider what each individual work 

has contributed to that field: 

a) St. Dunstan's College.- The first work un.lertaisn 

by the Jisters of 3t. Martha in the diocese was the domestic 

work at St, Dunstan's college in 1916, Although this still 

remains an important part of their contribution to the welfare 

of the college, they have with the passage of the years en­

tered upon other phases of eollege activity, so that today the 

high school, commeroe and extension departments, and library 

are further scenes of their labours. The opportunity to co­

operate in a work so beneficial to the rural population as 

that carried on by the extension department in its promotion 

of adult eduo ;tlon is especially prized by the community, since 

better education for rural people was the earnest desire of 

Its founder. At the first Ldoeesun Rural conference, which 

wua held at the college in 1952, three members of the conrrega-

tion presented papers and took purt in the various discussions. 
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The enrolment of two l i s t e r s of 3 t , Martha i n the 

eoliege courses in 1938 had important educational impl ica t ions , 

since I t served as a wedge opening the way for the admission 

of young ladles to the pr ivi lege of a ca thol ic college educa­

t i o n . Since then they have enro l led in ever increasing num­

bers so tha t today S t . Junetan 's l a recognized as a co-educa­

t i o n a l I n s t i t u t i o n . Besides providing i n s t i t u t i o n a l care for 

the female s tudents , members of the Community give speol&l l e s ­

sons in home economics to supplement the courses offered at 

a t . Dunstan'a. hen the plana formulated by Bishop Boyle 

shor t ly before hla death for a l a d l e s ' residence i n connection 
2 

with the college have been f inal ized and the building becomes 

a r e a l i t y , f u l l courses leading to degrees in home economics 

and nursing education w i l l be offered. Of course, i n th i s r e ­

gard much w i l l depend on the policy of the newly consecrated 

bishop, but i t i s expected that he w i l l cooperate in the fur­

therance of a project of such v i t a l importance to the diocese. 

The appreciat ion of the faoulty of what the s i s t e r s 

have done towards th© promotion of Catholic education ut }t. 

»unst-JiT8 i s re f lec ted iu tho t r i bu te paid to them by the 

l e c t o r , l i gh t Reverend ;<» V. HuoKenzie, in his annual report 

2 Bishop Boyle, Letter to iiother r . Loyola, dated 
Huron £7, 1954, in l/ount 3t» Mary^s Arc hive a . 

i n t h i s l e t t e r Bishop Boyle submitted h i s plans for the 
approval of the s i s t e r s . 
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a t the closing exercises of J t . Dunstan's College on May 24, 

1954t 

I wish to give pubile expression here of gra t i tude 
and a deep sense of obl igat ion to the s i s t e r s of S t . 
Martha who for the past th i r ty-aeven years have con­
t r ibu ted so much In almost every f ie ld of our endeavour 
t o the welfare of S t . Dunstan's College, Their a s s i s t ­
ance and cooperation have always been generous and self-
s a e r i f l e l n g , and they have exemplified t rue cha r i ty in 
very many ways. They receive l i t t l e reward therefor , 
nor do they seek i t ; t he i r hope i s a reward for t h e i r 
exemplary char i ty In the world to come. They may even 
have to wait for a hundred yoara«to get another thank-
you, but i t i s given very s incerely now,4 

b) Rural schools . - The sohool it Finkora riven to the 

charge of the s i a t e r e In 1921 has grown considerably aoross the 

years and has set the pace In many respects for other Catholic 

schools . The puroohlal school establ ished there in 1935 for 

Grades IX and "X was the f i r s t of i t s kind in the province, 

while the opening of a Grade a classroom marked the f i r s t time 

tha t such a course was taught In a cathol ic school outside I t . 

juns tan ' s . The Idea of a psiroohial school has found such favour 

in the diocese that many other parishes have since rdopted i t , 

and the department of education has repeatedly voloed I t s ap­

prova l . 

Profess ional ly , the s l a t e r s who teach in the seven 

aehoola of the congregation meet the standards se t by the secular 

3 131. Juns tan ' s College celebrated i t s one-hundredth 
anniversary in 1954. 
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authorities, but, what Is of much more Importance, they ore 

deeply imbued with the idea that all true education must leod 

to ood. Consequently their philosophy of education la dealgned 

to form men and women whose purpose In life will be directed 

to the love of God and of neighbour. 

Apart from the regular courses of the curriculum, much 

attention is paid to the cultural value of music, drama, and 

art. The low ebb to which music had fallen in the majority of 

the districts might be due in part to the lack of interest in 

cultivating this talent when the radio first came on the scene 

and to the feet that during the depression years there was no 

money to support these cultural subjects. Aa a mark of apprecia­

tion of the work done by the Community in furthering musical 

education* two of the sisters were granted scholarships for 

advanced study in music by the rrovlneial iiueloal Festival com­

mittee of 1954. 

One of the Indictments against modern education fre­

quently heard in rural areas is that it is the primary cause 

of many vacant farms, consequently much care is exercised by 

the sisters not to educate the boya and girls away from the 

farm, but rather to educate them to appreciate the advantages 

of farming as a way of life. Moreover, through better educa­

tion they will learn how to improve their eoonorolo and social 

atatua, and thus to build a strong rural community, the back­

ground of any nation. 
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o) S t . Tincent 'a orphanage,- since t rue education i s 

concerned with the whole man, the corporal and s p i r i t u a l works 

of merey meet i n the f ie ld of edueation. Yet in some of the 

works undertaken by the community the corporal i s seen more 

c lea r ly blended with the s p i r i t u a l than In o the r s . This l a e s ­

pec ia l ly «rue in regard t o the care of the orphana. I f the 

work of the s i s t e r s i n the public aehoola I s of mueh importance, 

how much more important la that of those who In the orphanage 

must assume i n great measure the obl igat ions la id upon parents , 

to whom the work of education belonga by na ture . 

In a previous chapter mention was made of the great 

e h r i t y exercised by the Catholics of the province toward the 

chi ldren of 3 t , Tlnoent 's orphanage; hence providing for t h e i r 

physical well-being does not o rd inar i ly Involve much sac r i f i ce 

on th© part of those In charge of the i n s t i t u t i o n . But to form 

Christ In these l i t t l e ones much more i s required than mere a t ­

tention to thei r physical needs. Their in te l lec tua l , sp i r i tua l , 

and moral training i s a matter of grave responsibility for those 

concerned. 

Ins t i tu t ional environment does not tend to lend i t s e l f 

Ideally to the effective training of children. For this reason 

much attention la given at 3 t . Vincent's orphanage to the creat­

ing of a homelike atmosphere, one in which the l i t t l e children 

will have that feeling of belonging so necessary for their pres­

ent happiness, and so essent ia l , too, If the co^d seed which 
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la sown Is to bear fruit, especially after they have left its 

sheltered walls. The policy of the Institution has changed 

considerably during the past decade. Liu oh more liberty has 

been allowed the children in an effort to guard against the dan­

ger of overproteotion which inhibits their full development and 

which tenda to produce fatal consequences in their later lives. 

There still remain many problems to be solved in regard 

to the beat manner of caring for the orphans, many of whom are 

mentally retarded or physically handicapped. However, it can 

be safely asserted that the lives of the many hundreds of chil­

dren who have passed through this institution during the past 

twenty-nine years have been educationally enriched as a result 

of the tender care received during their moat impressionable 

years. 

d) The Charlottetown and estern Hospitals,- In the 

whole plan of organization of a hospital the central figure is 

the patient, and the reputation of a hospital stands or falls 

depending on the care the patient receives. In sisters' hos­

pitals, however, the core of the sick means much more than the 

alleviation of bodily suffering. Beneath the wretched dispuise 

of disease and pain the nursing sister sees the image of Christ, 

an image which she must cause to grow brighter and brighter 

through good example and Christlike charity. Thus to be faith­

ful to her essential duty, the nursing sister, while minister­

ing to the bodily needs of her patient, raust strive to prepare 
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his soul for a more effective operation of divine grace. 

Of the two hospitals which the Community operates, 

the Charlottetown Hospital presents opportunities for more di-

reot teaching since it conducts a sohool of nursing with a reg­

istration of more than seventy students. The methods of nura-

ind education have changed greatly ainoe the school first 

opened it a doors almost thirty years ago. >;ven the change in 

title from "training school" to "school of nursing" is indica­

tive of the stress now being placed on complete education 

rather than on technical skills alone. The slaters of St. Martha 

have striven perseveringly to give to their student nurse8 the 

beat possible education so that each graduate would be in truth 

a supernatural nurse "who thinks, judges, and acts consistently 

In accordance with right reason, illumined by the supernatural 
5 

light of the eaample and teaching of Christ." "Kinlmia MlblM 

la the motto of the school -,a thought to keep before the mind 

of the nurae that she la nursing a member of Christ's Mystical 

Body, "for aa long as you did It to one of these ?Ty least breth-

ren, you did it to Me," 

5 ;ope ?ius X2, christian Jduoatlon of Youth, in Five 
Great ;;noyolloale, Hew York, -ulist ress, oTSF39, p. 65. 

6 3t. Matthew, ::CV, 40. 
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e) Social ./elfore Bureau.- Tola soc ia l agency had a 

very modest beginning In 1931, when a aooiol welfare department 

was opened a t the Charlottetown Hospital and given the name of 

Social s e rv i ce , over the years i t haa g rea t ly expanded i t s s e r ­

vices so tha t today as a mult iple-function agency i t minis ters 

In a much more effect ive way not only to the poor and needy of 

Charlottetown and surrounding a reas , but to any person, regard-

lees of rel lglot ia a f f i l i a t i o n , seeking assis tance that i t I s able 

to render . 

The main purpose of th i s welfare agency l a educative -

to help people aolve t h e i r own problems and moke adjustment to 

l i f e , and not merely to give out food, c lo th ing , and fuel , aa 

many of the c l i en t s would l ike to be l ieve . I t does t h i s , too , 
7 

In generous measure, aa the need a r i s e s , but I t s ohief work l a 
o 

one of rehab i l i t a t ion» 

The opportunity for doing much more good abounda. To 

meet the demands of the ever- increasing numbers who come to the 

bureau for a ss i s t ance , more soc ia l workers are sorely needed -

workers t ra ined under Catholic auspices and in Catholic ph i los ­

ophy, who w i l l use the techniques and tools of raodern case work, 

but cover a l l with the mantle of Ch r i s t ' s cha r i t y . 

7 S i s t e r Mary Henry, Child ,e l fare , newa item in the 
Charlottetown Guardian, issue of January 27, 1955, p . 12, "ooT.5, 

More than t e n thousand d o l l a r s ' worth of clothing was 
given out during the past year by the Bureau. 

8 Catholic 3ocia l e l f arc- rureau, Const i tu t ions . 
Art lolo 11 , Charlottetown, 1948. 
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f) Sacred lie a r t Home.- Another important phase of 

welfare work tha t the Congregation has been carrying on for 

nearly t h i r t y years i s t ha t of caring for the aged poor. 

Although from a na tura l point of view t h i s work has not the 

same appeal as tha t of caring for the young, yet the work of 

bringing peace and contentment in the evening of l i f e to many 

who would otherwise be deprived of i t i s one whioh i s most r e ­

warding to those engaged in i t . 

Many who f i r s t come within I t s walls are weighed down 

with a sense of t h e i r u t t e r helplessness and f rus t ra ted by the 

feel ing that they are no longer wanted, under the educative In ­

fluence of those especia l ly t ra ined in th i s work, they soon learn 

to adjust themselves to the i r new surroundings and to make the 

most of the time s t i l l a l l o t t e d to them. Here for the most part 

free from many of the d i s t r ac t ions of the world, surrounded by 

those who have the i r i n t e r e s t a t hea r t , and within the very 

shadow of the Tabernacle i t i s easy for them to learn the grea t ­

e s t of l i f e ' s lessons - how to prepare for a haopy e t e r n i t y , 

whioh i s the ult imate end of a l l t rue education, 

3umraary 

Through its operation of a relifious novitiate within 

the province, and through its continued development of its mem­

bers, all but two of whom are native bom, the nonrrerution has 
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done much to foster educational growth in prince Edward Is­

land. By means of its external works, too, among the students, 

the orphans, the siek, the poor, and the aged it has over a 

period of four decades been a vital force in the educational 

life of the diocese. 



SUMMARY aHD CONCLUSIONS 

In the Introduction was stated the purpose of this 

thesis, namely, to organize the facts relating to the founda­

tion and subsequent development of the Congregation of the 

Sisters of 3t. Martha of Prince Edward Island, and to point 

out what contribution it has made to Christian education in 

every field of its endeavour. 

Chapter I opened with a brief historical description 

of the province, followed by a biographical sketch of the Bishop-

Founder, Henry Joseph O'Leary, It then traced the various 

steps leading up to the foundation of the Congregation at 3t. 

Dunstan's College, Charlottetown, in 1916, and its development 

under the guldanoe of nether rary Jtanislaus of Antigonish 

during the next five years. 

Chapter 11 unfolded the story of the development whloh 

the next decade brought, when the young Congregation, then func­

tioning on its own, took over the administration of a rural 

school, hospital, orphanage, and a home for the aged. Its In­

ternal growth during this period was emphasized, 

The expansion of the works of the community during 

the episcopate of Bishop Joseph .̂ nthony ' 'Sullivan was dealt 

with in Chapter 111. in succession were considered the campaign 

for a new motherhouse, the opening of a social welfare depart­

ment, of religious vacation schools, two rural schools, a rural 

hospital, and the first convent outside the diooeoo, ;he atten­

tion given to the education of the sisters was let^ile l. 
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Chapter IT was concerned with the episcopate of 

Bishop James Boyle, which was isarked by further expansion 

of the rural sehool program and hospital endeavour, by attempts 

to better the condition of the Indians of the province, by the 

death of Mother Mary paula, one of the pioneers of the Congre­

gation, and hy the celebration of the Marian Year. 

Finally a full chapter rang the keynote of this re­

port: the contribution of th© Congregation to education in 

prince Edward Island. From modest beginnings marked by the 

cross and hard work, the pioneer band of aisters, trained by 

the Sisters of St. Martha at Antigonish, and piloted in the 

early years by Mother Eary 3tanislaus, grew and flourished. 

Today the Congregation numbers 138 members who in seven rural 

schools, a college high school, extension and commerce depart­

ments, a sohool of nursing, an orphanage, a welfare Bureau, 

two hospitals, and a home for the aged are labouring zealous­

ly to prosote the cause of Christian education in prince Ed­

ward Island, a work for which it was especially founded. 
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ABSTRACT OF 

The Bir th and Growth of the Congregation of the , 
""Haters of S t . Martha or ' r ince ^awara i s i a n a . 1 

The Congregation of the 3 i s t e r s of S t . yartha of 

prince Edward Island was founded on July 17, 1916, by Henry 

Joseph O'Leary, Bishop of charlottetown. ?o organize the 

facta r e l a t ing to i t s foundation and subsequent development 

and to point out i t s contr ibut ion to ch r i s t i an education 

over a period of four decades was the purpose of th i s study. 

The pr lnoipa l sources of data were the .archives of the con­

gregat ion, those of the diocese, and those of the l i s t e r s of 

a t . i;artha at Antigonish, Nova joot ia . 

The s tory of the foundation and ear ly development 

of the Congregation as to ld in Chapter I was followed in 

Chapter I I by on acoount of a decade of expansive growth 

during the episcopate of Bishop Louis ^ 'Leary. The community 

a c t i v i t i e s were further extended under the guidance of Dish-

op Joseph A. 0»Sullivan, as described in chapter I I I , but i t 

was in Chapter IV, which covered the episcopate of ' ishop 

James Boyle, that the Congregation readied the peak of i t s 

development. At the close of th i s period i t numbered 138 

members, who were labouring in seven r u r a l schools, a col ­

lege high school, commerce and extension departments, a 

sohool of nursing, two hosp i t a l s , an orphanage, a home for 

1 15.A. Thesis presented by J i s t e r :'ary Ida, in 1955, 
to the Faoulty of - r t s of the rn ive r s i ty of ^ttawa, 112 pages. 
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the aged, and a soc ia l welfare bureau. 

F ina l ly a fu l l chapter rang the keynote of th i s 

r epor t : the contr ibut ion of the Congregation to education 

in prince Edward I s l and , Each of the works of the Congrega­

t ion was examined i n the l ight of the teaching of pope ^ius XI 

concerning Chris t ian education, and was s&own conclusively 

to have contr ibuted most e f fec t ive ly to educational growth 

in the diocese, a work for whloh the Congregation was specif­

i c a l l y founded. 


