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Abstract

Let A be a central simple algebra over an arbitrary field F . Associated to A, there
is a twisted Milnor hypersurface X(A). Given an element α ∈ A which generates
a Galois extension L of F with [L : F ] = degA, we construct a hyperplane section
Y (A,α) of X(A) and give a motivic decomposition for Y (A,α). This generalises work
of Xiong and Zainoulline ([XZ]).
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Preface

As the title indicates, this thesis is concerned with the motivic decomposition of a
hyperplane section of a Milnor hypersurface twisted by a crossed product algebra.
This requires some elaboration.

Motives

To any smooth projective variety X, one may associate to it a motive M(X). Much
like the relation of vectors to vector spaces, there is not much sense in talking about
a motive in isolation. Rather, there is an additive category of motives MotF , and
a contravariant functor from smooth projective F -schemes to MotF taking X to
M(X). In some sense, MotF is a “linearisation” of smooth projective varieties. In
particular, there is a good notion of decomposition of objects into direct summands;
this is what is meant by a motivic decomposition.

From another perspective, much like singular cohomology with Z coefficients
takes values in graded abelian groups, we can think of the aforementioned functor
from smooth projective F -schemes to motives as a cohomology theory taking values in
MotF . For various cohomology theories H• (e.g., Chow groups, ℓ-adic cohomology),
there are then “realisation functors” on MotF , sending M(X) to H•(X). In this
sense, motives are a “universal cohomology theory”, and a motivic decomposition
of M(X) translates into a “geometrically meaningful” decomposition of the graded
abelian groups H•(X), as it would have an incarnation in any suitable cohomology
theory. For more on the philosophy of motives, see for example [An], [Kl] or [Ma].

Twisted Milnor hypersurfaces

Following [LM, §2.5.3], we define Milnor hypersurfaces to be effective Cartier divisors
Hn,m ⊆ Pn

F ×Pm
F given by a generic section of p∗1O(1)⊗ p∗2O(1). In our case, we are

concerned with the Milnor hypersurfaces Hn,n for n ≥ 1, which can be interpreted as
a partial flag variety Fl(V, 1, n), dimV = n+ 1, that is

Fl(V, 1, n) = {W1 ⊆ Wn ⊆ V : dimF Wi = i},

vii
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by identifying one copy of P with P(V ), the other with P∨(V ) and taking the section
to be that induced by the canonical pairing V ⊗V ∨ → F . To a central simple algebra
A of degree n+1, we associate a twisted form X(A) of Hn,n by making an analogous
partial flag construction for A using right ideals. Informally,

X(A) = {I1 ⊆ In ⊆ A : dimF Ik = k(n+ 1)}

In the case A = End(V ), this gives Fl(V, 1, n).

Hyperplane sections

As in [XZ, §1.2], we define a smooth hyperplane section of X(A) as follows: let α ∈ A
be an element such that F [α] is an étale F -algebra of degree n+ 1. We define

Y (A,α) = {I1 ⊆ In ⊆ A : dimF Ik = k(n+ 1), αI1 ⊆ In}

In [XZ], only the case where A is a cyclic algebra is considered, and α is assumed
to generate a cyclic Galois extension. In this thesis, we consider crossed product
algebras (see [GS, Remarks 2.2.13]) of this kind more generally. Namely, we assume
that L = F [α] is a Galois extension of F . This is the sense in which the Milnor
hypersurface is “twisted by a crossed product algebra”. The main result of the thesis
is the following:

Theorem (2.3.1). With the notations as above, the motive of Y (A,α) decomposes as

M(Y ) ∼=
n−2⊕
i=0

M(SB(A))(i)⊕M(SpecL)(n− 1)

where SB(A) is the Severi-Brauer variety of A.

This is a generalisation of the decomposition obtained in [XZ] and holds exactly,
not “up to phantoms” – that is, motives which vanish after base change to a larger
field.

Overview of the proof

The core of the proof is to relate the motive of a projective bundle to that of a smooth
effective divisor on it of class O(1). This is undertaken in Section 2.2. The end result
of this work is

Corollary (2.2.1). Let B be a smooth projective variety and E a locally free sheaf on
B of rank r+ 1. Let X = P(E) and s ∈ H0(X,OX(1)) such that the effective divisor
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Y ⊆ X is smooth and Z ⊆ B, the zero locus of s viewed as a global section of E∨, is
also smooth of pure codimension r + 1.

Let π : X → B be the projection map, π|Z : π−1(Z) → Z its restriction and
i : π−1(Z) ↪→ Y the inclusion map. If for all smooth projective F -schemes S, the
homomorphisms (i× idS)∗ ◦ (π|Z× idS)

∗ : CH•(Z×F S)→ CH•(Y ×F S) are injective,
then the motive of Y decomposes as

M(Y ) ∼=
r−1⊕
i=0

M(B)(i)⊕M(Z)(r)

To apply this to Y (A,α), it is proven that X(A) is a projective bundle over
SB(A) of relative dimension n (Theorem 2.1.1), and Y is a divisor of class O(1)
(Proposition 2.1.1). The zero locus Z ⊆ B can be interpreted as the locus of B over
which the fibres of Y (A,α) are the same as those of X(A).

Proposition (2.3.1). The zero locus Z is isomorphic to SpecL.

Thus, if one can prove the injectivity hypothesis of corollary 2.2.1, one has proven
theorem 2.3.1. A key observation is that all of the points of Z are defined over L since
L is Galois. Effectively, this allows one to reduce the injectivity problem to showing
that, over L, the n + 1 fibres Ei in Y (A,α)L over the points {z0, . . . , zn} ∈ ZL give
linearly independent classes in CHn−1(YL). This is accomplished via

Proposition (2.3.2). For 0 ≤ i, j ≤ n, the degree of [Ei] · [Ej] ∈ CH2n−2(YL) =
CH0(YL) is (−1)n−1 if i = j, and 0 otherwise.

In the case n = 2, this is just the classical theory of exceptional curves on
surfaces. This computation is in fact already implicit in [XZ], using localisation
results for equivariant Chow groups.

Overview of the thesis

This thesis is separated into two parts. The first is a review of necessary background.
Section 1.1 introduces the language of functors of points, and applies it to defining
and constructing various types of partial flag varieties. Along the way, important
classes of morphisms (flat, smooth, etc.) are introduced, as well as the theory of
faithfully flat descent. The main references are [EH1] and [BLR].

This is followed in Section 1.2 by an account of Galois descent, which is used to
explain the relationship between central simple algebras and Severi-Brauer varieties.
The main reference is [GS]. Section 1.3 explains intersection theory using the Chow
ring, and its equivariant enhancement in the case of vareities with torus actions.
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The main references are [Fu], [EG] and [To]. The final section, Section 1.4, briefly
introduces the category of effective Chow motives, following [Ma].

Chapter 2 presents the main result of the thesis. In Section 2.1, the varieties
X(A) and Y (A,α) are defined and the fundamental results about their geometry
are proven. Section 2.2 studies the Chow groups of O(1)-class divisors on projective
bundles, and ultimately arrives at the criterion of Corollary 2.2.1. In Section 2.3, the
decomposition theorem for Y (A,α) is proven.



Chapter 1

Preliminaries

1.1 Fundamental algebraic geometry

In this section, we define various partial flag varieties, which are moduli spaces for
partial flags (ascending chains of subspaces of fixed dimensions) in a vector space.
The natural setting for this is the language of functor of points, which we briefly
review. We also review important classes of morphisms and faithfully flat descent,
highlighting connections to the functor of points perspective.

1.1.1 The functor of points

We mostly follow the presentation of [EH1, Chapter VI].

Let S be a scheme. We denote by SchS the category of S-schemes. To any
S-scheme X, one can attach the functor of points hX : Sch◦

S → Sets given by
T 7→ HomS(T,X). Given a morphism of S-schemes f : X → Y , one gets a natural
transformation hf : hX → hY given by the maps HomS(T,X) ∋ g 7→ f ◦ g ∈
HomS(T, Y ). The fundamental result about this construction is the following:

Lemma 1.1.1 (Yoneda’s Lemma). For X,Y S-schemes, the map HomS(X, Y ) →
Hom(hX , hY ) given by f 7→ hf is bijective.

Proof. See [EH1, Lemma VI-1].

We call the assignment X 7→ hX the Yoneda embedding of SchS into the functor
category Fun(Sch◦

S,Sets). A functor F : Sch◦
S → Sets is said to be represented by

an S-scheme X if F is naturally isomorphic to hX . Such functors are called repre-
sentable. The representable functors are exactly the essential image of the Yoneda
embedding.

1
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Example 1.1.1. Recall that we define A1 = SpecZ[x]. The functor of points hA1 is
isomorphic to T 7→ OT (T ) by the natural transformation HomS(T,X) ∋ f 7→ f#(x).

Example 1.1.2. Let T → S be a morphism of schemes. Given a functor F : Sch◦
S →

Sets, one has the restriction FT : Sch◦
T → Sets defined by FT (U) = F (U), where U

is considered as an S-scheme via the composition U → T → S. If F is represented by
the S-scheme X, FT is represented by X ×S T , viewed as a T -scheme by projection
onto the second factor. Indeed, to give an S-morphism U → X is equivalent to giving
a T -morphism U → X ×S T by the universal property of fibred products.

Definition 1.1.1. Let F : Sch◦
S → Sets be a functor and for any open immersion

i : U ↪→ X of S-schemes and s ∈ F (X), write s|U for F (i)(s). We say that F is a
sheaf for the Zariski topology if for any S-scheme T and open cover {Ui}i∈I of T the
sequence

F (T )
∏

i∈I F (Ui)
∏

(i,j)∈I2 F (Ui ∩ Uj)
ρ

ρ1

ρ2

where

ρ(s) = (s|Ui
)i∈I , ρ1((si)i∈I) = (si|Ui∩Uj

)i,j∈I , ρ2((si)j∈I) = (sj|Ui∩Uj
)i,j∈I

is exact in the sense that ρ is injective and its image is the equaliser of the ρi.

Unpacking the definition, it says that for any collection of elements si ∈ F (Ui),
if si|Ui∩Uj

= sj|Ui∩Uj
for all i, j ∈ I, then there is a unique element s ∈ F (T ) such

that si = s|Ui
for all i ∈ I.

Example 1.1.3. The most important example of sheaves for the Zariski topology are
representable functors. Indeed, this follows from the fact that given schemes X,Y ,
an open cover Ui of X and morphisms fi : Ui → Y which agree on overlaps (i.e.,
fi|Ui∩Uj

= fj|Ui∩Uj
), they glue together uniquely into a morphism f : X → Y with

f |Ui
= fi.

We write AffS for the full subcategory of Sch◦
S consisting of the affine schemes.

Note that when S is affine, say S = SpecA, AffS is equivalent to the category of
(commutative) A-algebras AlgA. By abuse of notation, we will often use the same
symbol for an object in AffS and its ring of global sections.

Proposition 1.1.1. The natural restriction functor Fun(Sch◦
S,Sets)→ Fun(AffS,Sets)

is a fully faithful embedding on the full subcategory of sheaves for the Zariski topology.

Proof. This is a corollary of the stronger [SP, Lemma 020W].

https://stacks.math.columbia.edu/tag/020W
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Definition 1.1.2. A functor F : AffS → Sets is a sheaf for the Zariski topology if
for any object A of AffS and elements f1, . . . , fn ∈ A such that 1 ∈ (f1, . . . , fn), the
sequence

F (A)
∏

1≤i≤n F (Afi)
∏

1≤i,j≤n F (Afifj)

induced by the canonical localisation maps A → Afi , Afi → Afifj , Afj → Afifj is
exact.

Example 1.1.4. If a functor F : Sch◦
S → Sets is a sheaf for the Zariski topology

in the sense of Definition 1.1.1, then its restriction to AffS is a sheaf for the Zariski
topology in the sense of Definition 1.1.2.

We call objects of Fun(AffS,Sets) which are sheaves for the Zariski topology
S-spaces, and refer to the full subcategory formed by the objects as the category of
S-spaces, EspS. By abuse of notation, we will write hX for the S-space obtained via
restriction, and write hX(A) for hX(SpecA) (we may also simply use X(A)). The
notion of an S-scheme representing an S-space is thus defined in the same way.

Definition 1.1.3. Let F,G,H be S-spaces with morphisms α : F → H, β : G→ H.
The fibre product F ×H G is given by

(F ×H G)(A) = {(f, g) ∈ F (A)×G(A) : α(f) = β(g)}

for objects A of AffS.

It is easy to check that the resulting functor is indeed a sheaf for the Zariski
topology.

If F,G,H are representable, say by X,Y, Z, then clearly F×HG is represented by
the corresponding fibre product X×Z Y . In particular, consider a closed (resp. open)
immersion of S-schemes Y → Z and let X = SpecA for some ring A. Then the fibre
product is represented by a closed (resp. open) subscheme of SpecA. Conversely,
since Z can be covered by open affines and the property of being a closed (resp.
open) immersion is Zariski local on the base, if as X varies over all affine schemes and
morphisms to Z, all fibre products are represented by closed (resp. open) immersions,
then Y → Z is a closed (resp. open) immersion.

Definition 1.1.4. An S-subspace of an S-space F is a morphism α : G→ F such that
α(A) : G(A)→ F (A) is injective for all objects A of AffS. A subspace α : G→ F is
said to be open if for all S-space morphisms hX → F with X = SpecA, there exists
an ideal I ⊆ A such that H = G×F hSpecA is given by

H(B) = {f ∈ hX(B) : f(I)B = B}
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A subfunctor α : G→ F is said to be closed if instead there exists ideals I such
that H is given by

H(B) = {f ∈ hX(B) : f(I) = 0}

The two conditions on the fibre product are precisely the characterisations of the
S-subspaces of hSpecA represented by open and closed subschemes respectively. Then
by the above argument, they coincide with the notion of open and closed immersions
for representable S-spaces.

Proposition 1.1.2. An S-space F is representable (by an S-scheme) if and only if
there is a family of open subfunctors of F , αi : Ui → F , which are representable by
affine schemes, such that for any field K, F (K) =

⋃
i αi(Ui(K)).

Proof. See [EH1, Theorem VI-14].

More examples

Example 1.1.5. Let F be a field. For any F -scheme X and point x ∈ X, the
residue field κ(x) has a natural structure of field extension of F . For a field extension
F ⊆ L, X(L) is in bijective correspondence with pairs of points x ∈ X and F -algebra
homomorphisms κ(x) → L. The bijection can be given by sending such a pair to
the compisition of the induced morphism of S-schemes SpecL → Specκ(x) with
Specκ(x) ↪→ X ([Ha2, Exercise II.2.7]).

In particular, X(F ) is in one-to-one correspondence with the set

RX = {x ∈ X : [κ(x) : F ] = 1}

We call both sets the set of F -rational points of X. Moreover, this correspondence is
natural, in that for a morphism of F -schemes f : X → Y , the diagram

RX RY

X(F ) Y (F )

f |RX

∼= ∼=

f(F )

commutes.

Example 1.1.6. Let X, Y be F -schemes. Let F [ε] := F [x]/(x2) be the ring of dual
numbers over F and denote by π : F [ε] → F the unique F -algebra homomorphism
sending ε to 0. For any F -rational point x ∈ X(F ), define TanxX by the fibre of x
for the map π∗ : X(F [ε])→ X(F ).
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Let Ox be the local ring of the actual point in X corresponding to x and let mx

be its maximal ideal. Since we can identify F with Ox/mx, we can view mx/m
2
x as an

F -vector space. For any F -morphism f : X → Y , with f(x) = y, there is an induced
F -linear map f∗ : (mx/m

2
x)

∨ → (my/m
2
y)

∨ coming from the homomorphism of local
rings Oy → Ox.

For any x ∈ X(F ), there is a natural bijection (mx/m
2
x)

∨ → TanxX ([Ha2,
Exercise II.2.8]) in the sense that for any morphism of F -schemes f : X → Y , the
diagram

(mx/m
2
x)

∨ (my/m
2
y)

∨

TanxX Tany Y

f∗

∼= ∼=

f(F [ε])|Tanx X

commutes. Therefore, the sets TanxX are endowed with a natural structure of F -
vector space.

Example 1.1.7. Let X be an S-scheme, given a factorisation of hX : Sch◦
S → Sets

through the category of groups, X is equipped with the structure of a group object
in the category of S-schemes. The multiplication map m : X ×S X → X comes from
the natural transformation hX(T )×hX(T )→ hX(T ) and the inversion map is defined
similarly.

Example 1.1.8. Let V be a finite dimensional vector space over F . Define the functor
GL(V ) : Sch◦

F → Grp by S 7→ AutOS
(V ⊗F OS). Fixing a basis e1, . . . , en of V , we

get natural isomorphisms GL(V )(S) = GLn(OS(S)), where GLn(A) is the group of
n×nmatrices with entries in A and unit determinant. Forgetting the group structure,
it is clear that there is a natural bijection GLn(A) = HomF (F [xij, det(xij)

−1], A), so
we see GL(V ), as a functor to sets, is representable. Thus, GL(V ) is an F -groups
scheme.

1.1.2 Some classes of morphisms

Flat morphisms

Recall that an A-module M is said to be flat if the functor − ⊗A M is exact. We
generalise this to schemes as follows:

Definition 1.1.5. Let f : X → S be a morphism of schemes and F be an OX-
module. We say that F is flat, if for all x ∈ X, OX,x is flat as an OS,f(x)-module.
The morphism f : X → S is said to be flat if OX itself is flat.
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Flat morphisms are closed under composition and stable under base change, see
[Ha2, Proposition III.9.2].

Example 1.1.9. Any scheme X over a field F is flat over SpecF . By stability of
flatness under base change, this implies that the projections p1 : X ×F Y → X and
p2 : X ×F Y → Y are flat for any F -schemes X,Y .

Example 1.1.10. Let C be a non-singular curve over a field F . Any dominant
morphism of F -varieties f : X → C is flat. Indeed, for any x ∈ X the local ring
of OC,f(x) is regular, hence principal since dimC = 1. Since f is dominant, OX,x is
torsion-free as a OC,f(x)-module, hence flat ([Ei, Corollary 6.3]).

A key property of flat morphisms is that the fibres of such morphisms are “well-
behaved”. Here is one such example of good behaviour which we will need to develop
the theory of Chow groups later:

Proposition 1.1.3. Let f : X → Y be a flat morphism of finite type F -schemes with
Y irreducible. The following are equivalent:

i. Every irreducible component of X has dimension dimY + n.

ii. For any y ∈ Y , each irreducible component of the fibre Xy := f−1(y) has
dimension n.

Proof. See [Ha2, Corollary III.9.6].

Definition 1.1.6. Let f : X → Y be a morphism of schemes which is locally of finite
type. The relative dimension of f at x ∈ X is defined to be dimxXf(x).

If f : X → Y is a flat morphism of irreducible finite type F -schemes, the relative
dimension is constant by Proposition 1.1.3.

Smooth morphisms

We use [BLR, Chapter 2] as our main reference.

Definition 1.1.7. A morphism of schemes f : X → S is formally smooth (resp.
formally étale) if for any absolutely affine S-scheme Y and closed subscheme Y ′ of Y
defined by a nilpotent ideal, the natural map

HomS(Y,X)→ HomS(Y
′, X)

is surjective (resp. bijective).
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Proposition 1.1.4. Let f : X → S be of locally finite presentation. The following
are equivalent:

i. f is formally smooth.

ii. f is flat and for any geometric point s̄ : SpecΩ→ S, the geometric fibre Xs̄

is a regular scheme.

Proof. This follows by combining Proposition 2.2/6, Proposition 2.4/8, and Proposi-
tion 2.2/15, c) of [BLR].

We say that f : X → S is smooth if it is locally of finite presentation and satisfies
either of the equivalent conditions from the proposition.

Remark 1.1.1. Condition ii. makes it clear that smoothness is a local condition:
say that f is smooth at a point x ∈ X if there exists a neighbourhood U ⊆ X of x
and an open subset V ⊆ Y with f(U) ⊆ V such that the restriction f |U : U → V is
smooth, then f is smooth if and only if it is smooth at all points x ∈ X.

For any smooth morphism f : X → S, the relative dimension of f is locally
constant [BLR, p. 35-36]. We say that a morphism is étale if it is smooth and
everywhere of relative dimension 0. As one might expect, formally étale is equivalent
to étale for morphisms which are locally of finite presentation (this follows from [BLR,
Proposition 2.2/2] and [BLR, Proposition 2.2/6]).

Example 1.1.11. It is easy to see from Proposition 1.1.4 that for any field F , An
F is

smooth over SpecF . Hence by Remark 1.1.1, Pn
F is also smooth over SpecF .

We briefly recall the definition of the relative cotangent sheaf of a morphism
f : X → S (for details see [BLR, §2.1] and [Ha2, §II.8]). Since the diagonal map
∆ : X → X ×S X is an immersion, there is an open subset U ⊆ X ×S X which is
maximal among open subset in which ∆(X) is closed. The map ∆ factors through U
by a closed immersion (which we also call ∆ by abuse of notation) corresponding to
an ideal sheaf I ⊆ OU . The relative cotangent sheaf ΩX/S is defined to be ∆∗I/I2.
There is a universal OS-linear derivation d : OX → ΩX/S given by f 7→ p∗1f − p∗2f , pi
the projection maps of X×SX. Given a morphism of S-schemes f : X → Y , there is
a natural induced homomorphism f ∗ΩY/S → ΩX/S of OX-modules. These maps give
rise to the “conormal sequence”:

Proposition 1.1.5. Let i : Y → X be a closed immersion of S-schemes and J ⊆ OX
the associated ideal sheaf. Let δ : J /J 2 → i∗ΩX/S be the map induced from d, and
ϵ : i∗ΩX/S → ΩY/S the canonical map induced by i. Then the resulting sequence of
OY -modules

J /J 2 δ−→ i∗ΩX/S
ϵ−→ ΩY/S → 0

is exact.
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Proof. See [BLR, Proposition 2.1/1].

Proposition 1.1.6 (Jacobi Criterion). Let X be a smooth S-scheme of relative di-
mension n and i : Y → X be a closed immersion which is locally of finite presentation.
Let I be the ideal sheaf defining Y in X. For a point y ∈ Y (letting x = i(y)), the
following are equivalent:

i. Y → S is smooth and has relative dimension r at y.

ii. The extended conormal sequence

0→ I/I2 → i∗ΩX/S → ΩY/S → 0

is split exact at y, and dimκ(y)ΩY/S ⊗ κ(y) = r.

iii. There exist sections gr+1, . . . , gn ∈ OX(U) of a neighbourhood U of x which
generate Ix such that the image of the differentials dgr+1, . . . , dgn in the fibre ΩX/S ⊗
κ(x) are linearly independent.

Proof. See [BLR, Proposition 2.2/7].

Example 1.1.12. For any scheme S, ΩAn
S/S

is freely generated by the global sections
dx1, . . . , dxn, where the xi are the standard coordinate functions for An

S. See [Ei,
Proposition 16.1] for the local case, from which the claim follows immediately.

Remark 1.1.2. Let X → S be smooth. Since X is locally of finite presentation over
S, every point x ∈ X has a neighbourhood which admits a closed immersion over
S into an open subscheme of An

S. The freeness of ΩAn
S/S

then implies that ΩX/S is
locally free since the sequence of Proposition 1.1.6, ii) is split exact.

Definition 1.1.8. An algebraic scheme X over a field F is called non-singular if its
structural morphism is smooth.

Example 1.1.13. The Jacobi criterion and Example 1.1.12 give a method of showing
that a given algebraic scheme X over a field F is non-singular. Since smoothness is
local, we reduce to the case where X is affine, and hence is a closed subscheme of
an affine space An

F with defining equations f1, . . . , fm. By linearity and the Leibniz
rule, each dfi can be written in terms of the basis dxj as

∑n
j=1

∂fi
∂xj
dxj. The Jacobi

criterion then implies that if the Jacobian matrix J = ( ∂fi
∂xj

) has rank m at every

point of X, then X is non-singular of dimension n −m. In fact, since this amounts
to determining if the closed subscheme defined by the fi and the m×m minors of J
is empty, it suffices to check on only the closed points.

If X is already known to be equidimensional, then X is non-singular iff for all
closed points x ∈ X, the rank of the Jacobian matrix at x is the codimension of X.
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1.1.3 Faithfully flat descent

Definition 1.1.9. A morphism of schemes f : X → Y is fpqc if it is flat, surjective
and quasi-compact.

Remark 1.1.3. The term “fpqc” is an initialism for the French “fidèlement plat
et quasi-compacte”, which translates to “faithfully flat and quasi-compact”. Faithful
flatness in this case is coming from surjectivity and flatness. Another characterisation
of this property will be given in the affine case later.

This class of morphism turns out to be incredibly useful as many properties of
morphisms of schemes are “fpqc local on the base”, i.e., a morphism f : X → S has
a given property if the base change f : X ′ → S ′ by an fpqc morphism S ′ → S has
the property. For example:

Theorem 1.1.1. The conditions that a morphism is affine, separated, proper, flat,
finite, smooth, an open immersion, a closed immersion or an isomorphism are fpqc
local on the base.

Proof. See [SP, Section 02YJ].

There is also a theory of descent for fpqc morphism which, given an fpqc mor-
phism S ′ → S, describes the quasicohorent sheaves on S ′ which are the pullback of
a quasicoherent sheaf on S. It can also be generalised to quasicoherent algebras and
even schemes, as we shall see. Our treatment this topic will follow that of [BLR,
Chapter 6].

Definition 1.1.10. Let p : S ′ → S be a morphism of schemes and let pi : S
′′ :=

S ′ ×S S ′ → S ′ (i = 1, 2) be the projection maps. Given a quasicohorent sheaf F ′

on S ′, a covering datum for F ′ (with respect to p) is an isomorphism φ : p∗1F ′ →
p∗2F ′. Given quasicohorent sheaves on S ′ F ′ and G ′ with covering data φ and ψ, a
morphism f : (F ′, φ) → (G ′, ψ) is a morphism of quasicoherent sheaves such that
ψ ◦ p∗1f = p∗2f ◦ φ.

It is clear that quasicoherent sheaves with covering data and their morphisms
form a category. If F ′ = p∗F for some quasicoherent sheaf on S, then p∗1F ′ = p∗1p

∗F ∼=
p∗2p

∗F = p∗2F since by definition p◦p2 = p◦p1. Moreover, the isomorphism is natural
in F so we get a functor from quasicoherent sheaves on S to quasicoherent sheaves on
S ′ with covering data by F 7→ p∗F with the canonical isomorphism as the covering
datum.

Consider S ′′′ := S ′×S S ′×S S ′ with the various projection morphisms pij : S
′′′ →

S ′′, (i, j = 1, 2, 3 and i < j), where p1 ◦ pij = pi and p2 ◦ pij = pj. We obtain the

https://stacks.math.columbia.edu/tag/02YJ
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following diagram where the dashed arrows denote canonical isomorphisms

p∗12p
∗
1F ′ p∗12p

∗
2F ′ p∗23p

∗
1F ′

p∗13p
∗
1F ′ p∗13p

∗
2F ′ p∗23p

∗
2F ′

p∗12φ

p∗23φ

p∗13φ

A morphism of quasicoherent S ′-modules with covering data gives a corresponding
morphism of such diagrams. In particular, given an isomorphism of quasicoherent
S ′-modules with covering data (F ′, φ) ∼= (G ′, ψ), the diagram commutes for F ′ and
φ iff it commutes for G ′ and ψ. Therefore, for (F ′, φ) to be in the essential image of
the functor p∗, it is necessary for the above diagram to commute, since it will for any
p∗F given that all the isomorphisms in the digram will be the canonical ones.

Definition 1.1.11. A covering datum φ is said to be a descent datum if the above
diagram commutes, or equivalently, after identifying canonically isomorphic objects
p∗13φ = p∗23φ ◦ p∗12φ. This equality is referred to as the cocycle condition.

We refer to the full subcategory of quasicoherent S ′-modules with covering data
whose covering datum are descent datum simply as the category of quasicoherent
S ′-modules with descent data. We can now formulate faithfully flat descent for qua-
sicoherent sheaves:

Theorem 1.1.2. Let p : S ′ → S be an fpqc morphism. The functor from quasi-
coherent S-modules to quasicoherent S ′-modules with descent data F 7→ p∗F is an
equivalence of categories.

This is an analogue of the elementary fact that S-modules (and morphisms be-
tween them) can be glued from modules defined on an open cover {Ui}i∈I . In this
case, take the morphism p : S ′ :=

∐
i∈I Ui → S to be the open covering. A quasico-

herent S ′-module is then nothing but a family of quasicoherent Ui-modules {Fi}i∈I .
We have

S ′′ =
∐
i∈I

Ui ×S
∐
i∈I

Ui =
∐
i,j∈I

Ui ×S Uj =
∐
i,j∈I

Ui ∩ Uj

and similarly S ′′′ =
∐

i,j,k∈I Ui∩Uj ∩Uk. With these identifications, a covering datum
is a family of isomorphisms φij : Fi|Ui∩Uj

→ Fj|Ui∩Uj
and the condition to be a descent

datum becomes φik = φjk ◦ φij on Ui ∩ Uj ∩ Uk for all i, j, k ∈ I.
In fact, gluing for Zariski open covers allows one to reduce Theorem 1.1.2 to the

affine case by first taking an open affine cover Ui = SpecRi of S, then for each Ui
taking a finite open affine cover U ′

ij = SpecR′
ij of p−1(Ui) (which exists by quasi-

compactness) and considering the composite morphism p̄ :
∐
U ′
ij → Ui, where each
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U ′
ij is mapped to Ui by p (see [BLR, §6.1] for details). This corresponds to a ring

homomorphism Ri →
∏
R′
ij. This is the reason behind the quasi-compactness as-

sumption, since only finite disjoint unions of affine schemes are still affine.

Definition 1.1.12. Let R→ R′ be an R-algebra. R′ is faithfully flat if it is flat and
for all R-modules M , R′ ⊗RM = 0 iff M = 0.

In other words, this says that the exactness of a complex of R-modules and its
base change to R′ are equivalent. Indeed, since R′ is flat over R, for a complex
of R-modules F •, H i(R′ ⊗R F •) = R′ ⊗R H i(F •), and so by the second condition
H i(F •) = 0 if and only if H i(R′ ⊗R F •) = 0.

Example 1.1.14. If R′ is free as an R-module it is faithfully flat over R. This follows
from the commutativity of direct sums and tensor products.

Example 1.1.15. A flat local homomorphism of local rings R→ R′ is faithfully flat.
Indeed, let M be a non-zero R module, then it has a non-trivial finitely generated
submodule N ⊆ M . Since R′ is flat over R, if R′ ⊗R N ̸= 0, then we must have
R′ ⊗R M ̸= 0. By Nakayama’s lemma, R′ ⊗R N = 0 iff K ⊗R N = 0, where K is
the residue field of R′. Since R → R′ is local, we have an induced map k → K,
where k is the residue field of R. This is free hence faithfully flat. So we have
K ⊗R N = K ⊗k (k ⊗R N) = 0 iff k ⊗R N = 0 iff N = 0 by Nakayama’s lemma,
completing the proof.

Example 1.1.15 shows that an fpqc morphism of affine schemes induces a faith-
fully flat homomorphism on global section: if M ̸= 0, then for some p ∈ SpecR,
Mp ̸= 0. Since there is a q ∈ SpecR′ with f(q) = p, we have a flat local homo-
morphism Rp → R′

q, and so (M ⊗R R′)q = Mp ⊗Rp R
′
q ̸= 0, hence M ⊗R R′ ̸= 0.

Conversely, the induced map on schemes from a faithfully flat morphism R → R′ is
automatically quasi-compact and flat. It is also surjective since for any prime p ⊆ R,
the residue field κ(p) ̸= 0, so R′ ⊗R κ(p) ̸= 0, hence there is a prime of R′ above p.

Thus, it makes sense to translate the descent problem to the case of faithfully
flat ring extensions R → R′. Let M be an R′ module. p∗1M̃ and p∗2M̃ correspond to
the two ways in which M ⊗R R′ is an R′⊗R R′-module: by (a⊗ b)(m⊗ r) = am⊗ br
or (a ⊗ b)(m ⊗ r) = bm ⊗ ar. A covering datum is thus an R-linear isomorphism
φ : M ⊗R R′ → M ⊗R R′ which twists the R′ ⊗R R′ multiplication. For a covering
datum φ, the cocycle condition translates as follows: let φ(m⊗ a) =

∑
mi⊗ ai, then
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the maps

φ12(m⊗ a⊗ b) =
∑

mi ⊗ ai ⊗ b

φ23(m⊗ b⊗ a) =
∑

mi ⊗ b⊗ ai

φ13(m⊗ b⊗ a) =
∑

mi ⊗ ai ⊗ b

express the cocycle condition as φ13 = φ23 ◦ φ12 ([Wa, §17.1]). We still call covering
data satisfying the cocycle condition descent data, and retain the same notion of
morphisms between R′-modules with covering (resp. descent) data.

If N is an R-module, then N ⊗R R′ has the canonical descent datum φN :
N ⊗R R′⊗R R′ → N ⊗R R′⊗R R′, φN(n⊗ a⊗ b) = n⊗ b⊗ a. So, fpqc descent in the
affine case is reformulated as:

Proposition 1.1.7. The functor N 7→ (N ⊗RR′, φN) from R-modules to R′-modules
with descent data is an equivalence of categories.

The main property of faithfully flat morphisms used to prove Proposition 1.1.7
is the following:

Lemma 1.1.2. Let f : R→ R′ be a faithfully flat ring homomorphism, and let M be
an R-module. The sequence of R-modules

0→M →M ⊗R R′ δ−→M ⊗R R′ ⊗R R′

with δ(m⊗ a) = m⊗ a⊗ 1−m⊗ 1⊗ a is exact.

Proof. It is clear that the composition of any two adjacent maps is 0. Since R′ is
a faithfully flat R-algebra, we may verify exactness after a base change to R′. But
this is just the analogous sequence given by f ′ : R′ → R′ ⊗R R′. Therefore, we may
assume that f has a retraction g, i.e. g ◦ f = idR. One verifies that

0 M M ⊗R R′ M ⊗R R′ ⊗R R′

0 M M ⊗R R′ M ⊗R R′ ⊗R R′

id D1 id D2 id

with D1(m⊗ a) = g(a) ·m and D2(m⊗ a⊗ b) = m⊗ af(g(b)) commutes, therefore
id is null-homotopic so the sequence is exact.
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We now sketch the proof of Proposition 1.1.7, following the proof of [Wa, Theorem
17.2]. First, to prove full faithfulness, for R-modulesM,N , let ψ :M⊗RR′ → N⊗RR′

be an R′-linear map compatible with descent data, i.e. (ψ ⊗ 1) ◦ φM = φN ◦ (ψ ⊗ 1).
By the definition of φM and φN , this implies that

M ⊗R R′ M ⊗R R′ ⊗R R′

N ⊗R R′ N ⊗R R′ ⊗R R′

δ

ψ ψ⊗1

δ

commutes. Therefore ψ induces an R-linear map on kernels ψ|M : M → N , and
clearly we have ψ = ψ|M ⊗ 1.

For essential surjectivity, consider an R′-module M ′ with descent datum φ. Let
M = {m ∈ M ′ : φ(m ⊗ 1) = m ⊗ 1}. It is enough to show that the natural map
M ⊗R R′ → M ′ is an isomorphism to conclude that (M ′, φ) ∼= (M ⊗R R′, φM). Due
to the cocycle condition, the following diagram commutes.

0 M ⊗R R′ M ′ ⊗R R′ M ′ ⊗R′ ⊗R′

0 M ′ M ′ ⊗R R′ M ′ ⊗R R′ ⊗R R′

(φ−1)⊗1

φ φ23

δ

Since φ and φ23 are isomorphisms and the rows are exact, this implies thatM⊗RR′ →
M ′ is an isomorphism, as desired.

Example 1.1.16 (Descent for locally free sheaves). Let E ′ be a locally free S ′-module
of finite rank. By Theorem 1.1.2, for any descent datum φ for E ′, there is a quasi-
coherent S-module E such that p∗E is isomorphic to the pair (E ′, φ). To show that
descent is effective for locally free sheaves, we need then only prove that E is already
locally free of finite rank. The question is local on S, and by quasicompactness we
may reduce to the situation where S ′ is also affine. Thus, one must prove the follow-
ing: let R → R′ be a faithfully flat homomorphism, and M an R-module such that
M ′ := M ⊗R R′ is free of finite rank, then M is projective and finitely generated, or
equivalently, flat and of finite presentation.

The flatness of M is immediate from the flatness of M ′ by faithful flatness. As
for finite presentation, first let

∑
imij⊗rij be generators ofM ′ indexed by 0 ≤ j ≤ n.

Then π′ : R′N → M ′, mapping each canonical basis element ek to one of the distinct
mij is surjective and descends to a R-linear homomorphism π : RN →M . By faithful
flatness, π is surjective, so M is finitely generated. Since M ′ is free, the surjection π′
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splits and hence has a finitely generated kernel N ′. By flatness, N ′ = ker π⊗RR′, and
applying the same argument as before, we conclude that kerπ must also be finitely
generated.

Multiplicative structures and schemes

Following the idea of [Wa, §17.3], we extend our theory of descent to quasicoherent
S-algebras.

Definition 1.1.13. Let p : S ′ → S be an fpqc morphism. Let (F , φ) and (G, ψ)
be quasicoherent S ′-modules with covering data. We define the tensor product (F ⊗
G, φ⊗ψ), where φ⊗ψ is considered as covering datum via the canonical isomorphisms
p∗i (F ⊗ G) = p∗iF ⊗ p∗iG, (i = 1, 2).

First, note that the tensor product of covering data which are descent data is also
a descent datum. Second, note that if F is a quasicoherent S-module, the canonical
isomorphism p∗(F ⊗ G)→ p∗F ⊗ p∗G is compatible with the induced descent data.

Proposition 1.1.8. The functor F 7→ p∗F from quasicoherent S-algebras to qua-
sicoherent S ′-algebras with descent data that are S ′′-algebra homomorphisms is an
equivalence of categories.

Proof. To show that it is fully faithful, suppose F is a quasicoherent S-algebra. This
S-algebra structure is equivalent to a morphism of S-modules m : F ⊗ F → F .
Likewise, let G be a quasicoherent S-algebra, with multiplication map n. A morphism
of S-modules f : F → G is an algebra homomorphism iff f ◦m = n ◦ (f ⊗ f). By the
full faithfulness of p∗ for quasicoherent S-modules and the compatibility with tensor
products explained above, this latter condition is equivalent to that for p∗f : p∗F →
p∗G, p∗m, and p∗n. Thus, the image of the S-algebra homomorphisms of HomS(F ,G)
in HomS′(p∗F , p∗G) is exactly the S ′-algebra homomorphisms.

For essential surjectivity, one needs to show that, for a quasicoherent S ′-algebra
F ′, if a descent datum φ for F ′ is an algebra homomorphism, then the multiplication
morphism m′ : F ′ ⊗ F ′ → F ′ descends. This is equivalent to being a morphism of
covering data, which is equivalent to the diagram

p∗1(F ′ ⊗F ′) p∗2(F ′ ⊗F ′)

p∗1F ′ p∗2F ′

φ⊗φ

p∗1m
′ p∗2m

′

φ

commuting, and this is nothing but the condition of φ being an algebra homomor-
phism.
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Remark 1.1.4. If F ′ is unital, then there is a canonical S ′-algebra map 1 : OS′ → F ,
which descends iff we also require φ to be unital. Hence the property of being unital
descends. The commutativity of the multiplication in F ′ can be expressed by the
equality m ◦ s = m, where s : F ′ ⊗ F ′ → F ′ ⊗ F ′ is the morphism of S ′-modules
swapping the factors. Since s descends for any descent datum of F ′, the property of
being commutative also descends. A similar argument can be applied to show that
associativity also descends.

Recall that for a scheme S, the functor A 7→ SpecA gives an anti-equivalence
of categories between the category of unital, commutative quasicoherent S-algebras
and (relatively) affine S-schemes; see [Gr1, §1], in particular Proposition 1.2.7 and
Proposition 1.3.1. Moreoever, for a morphism of schemes p : S ′ → S, there is a
canonical isomorphism Spec p∗A = SpecA ×S S ′. Therefore, translating everything
to the equivalent statements in the algebra case, one shows that for p : S ′ → S fpqc,
the functor X 7→ X×S S ′ gives an equivalence of categories between affine S-schemes
and affine S ′-schemes with analoguously defined descent datum.

Concretely, for p : S ′ → S a morphism of schemes and f : X → Y a morphism of
S-schemes, write p∗X for X×S S ′, p∗Y for Y ×S S ′ and p∗f for the induced morphism
f × idS′ : X ×S S ′ → Y ×S S ′. If p is an fpqc morhism, a covering datum for and
S ′-scheme X ′ is an S ′′-isomorphism φ : p∗1X

′ → p∗2X
′, and a covering datum is a

descent datum iff p∗13φ = p∗23φ ◦ p∗12φ (as in the case of quasicoherent sheaves, we
surpress canonical isomorphisms in the notation). The previous remarks show that
all descent data on affine S ′-schemes are effective. This is not true in general, however
in the case S ′ and S affine, there is a simple criterion:

Proposition 1.1.9. Let p : S ′ → S be an fpqc morphism of affine schemes.

i. The functor X 7→ p∗X of S-schemes to S ′-schemes with descent data is fully
faithful.

ii. A descent datum φ on an S ′-scheme X ′ is effective if and only if X ′ can be
covered with affine open subschemes {Uj} which are stable under φ, i.e. for each Uj,
φ restricts to a descent datum φ′ : p∗1Uj → p∗2Uj.

Proof. See [BLR, Theorem 6.1/6].

One consequence of this theorem is a useful necessary condition for a functor to
be representable by a scheme:

Proposition 1.1.10. Let T be a scheme. Let p : S ′ → S be an fpqc morphism of
T -schemes. If F : Sch◦

T → Sets is a representable functor, then the sequence

F (S) F (S ′) F (S ′′)
F (p)

F (p2)

F (p1)



1. PRELIMINARIES 16

is exact.

Proof. See [BLR, Proposition 8.1/1].

This fact is often refered to by saying that representable functors are “sheaves
for the fpqc topology”.

1.1.4 Relative Grassmannians and related constructions

We roughly follow [Ka, Part 2] with a few differences: the relevant representable
functors are defined on all schemes over an arbitrary base, instead of algebras over a
field. This allows for somewhat cleaner constructions of flag varieties.

Let F be a field and S an F -scheme.

Definition 1.1.14. For a locally free sheaf E of rank n on S, and a positive integer
k, define the relative Grassmannian functor Gr(E , k) : Sch◦

S → Sets by

Gr(E , k)(T ) = {quotients f ∗E ↠ Q,Q locally free of rank n− k}/ ∼

for an S-scheme f : T → S and for any morphism of S-schemes g : T → U , define
g∗ : Gr(E , k)(U) → Gr(E , k)(T ) by mapping the class of f ∗E ↠ Q to the class of
g∗(f ∗E)→ g∗Q.

Note that this is well-defined since pullbacks of locally free sheaves of rank m are
locally free sheaves of rank m, and the pullback functor is right exact. We will show
that Gr(E , k) is representable by a smooth, projective S-scheme.

Remark 1.1.5. The condition that Gr(E , k) is a sheaf in the Zariski topology
amounts to the statement that subsheaves over an open cover (in this case the kernels
of the isomorphism classes of quotients) can be glued if they agree on intersections,
which is true.

Lemma 1.1.3. If S = SpecF and E = O⊕n
SpecF , Gr(E , k) is representable, and we

write it GrF (n, k).

The following proof is based on that of [SP, Tag 089T].

Proof. By the remark, it is enough to show that the associated SpecF -space is rep-
resentable. On an affine scheme SpecA, we will use freely the identification of quasi-
coherent sheaves with A-modules. In particular, locally free sheaves (always of finite
rank) correspond to finitely generated projective modules. We already know that
GrF (n, k) is a sheaf for the Zariski topology, so we need only give a covering by
representable open subspaces.

https://stacks.math.columbia.edu/tag/089T
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Let I be the set of subsets of size n − k of {1, . . . , n}. For A an F -algebra, let
f1, . . . , fn−k be the standard basis of An−k and e1, . . . , en the standard basis of An.
For i ∈ I, we define maps si : A

n−k → An sending fj to eij where i1 < i2 < · · · < in−k
are the elements of i. We define SpecF -subspaces Ui for each i ∈ I by

Ui(A) = {[π : An → Q] ∈ GrF (n, k)(A) : π ◦ si is surjective}

Since a surjective homomorphism between finitely generated projective modules of
the same rank is an isomorphism, all elements of Ui(A) are represented by surjections
π : An → An−k. The image of π ◦ si does not affect the isomorphism class, however
two surjections π1, π2 agreeing on the image of si give the same isomorphism class iff
π1(ej) = π2(ej) for all j ∈ {1, . . . , n}\i. Thus we have defined an isomophism (of sets)

Ui(A) → Ak(n−k) = A
k(n−k)
F (A). By construction, this isomorphism is natural in the

sense that over all F -algebras A, it yields an isomorphism Ui ∼= h
A

k(n−k)
F

of functors.

Moreover, it is clear that for any field extension K of F , GrF (n, k)(K) =
⋃
i∈I Ui(K).

To finish the proof, we must show that each Ui is an open subspace of GrF (n, k)
(Proposition 1.1.2). Let A be an F -algebra, f : hSpecA → GrF (n, k) a map of SpecF -
spaces and π : An → Q a surjective homomorphism representing the isomorphism
class corresponding to f . We must show that there is an ideal J ⊆ A such that for
any F -algebra homomorphism φ : A→ B, (π⊗1)◦si : Bn−k → Q⊗AB is surjective iff
φ(J)B = B. We can take the annihilator of coker(π◦si) for J . Indeed, Bn−k → Q⊗B
is surjective iff for all primes p ⊆ B, the induced maps κ(p)n−k → Q ⊗A κ(p) are.
However, since

A κ(φ−1(p))

B κ(p)

φ

commutes, κ(p)n−k → Q ⊗A κ(p) is just the base change of κ(φ−1(p))n−k → Q ⊗A
κ(φ−1(p)) by κ(φ−1(p)) → κ(p). Field extensions are faithfully flat, so we have that
Bn−k → Q⊗B is surjective iff κ(φ−1(p))n−k → Q⊗A κ(φ−1(p)) is surjective for all p,
which is equivalent to An−kφ−1(p) → Qφ−1(p) being surjective for all p. By the definition

of J , this last condition is equivalent to J not being contained in any φ−1(p), i.e.
φ(J)B = B, as desired.

By the proof of the lemma, GrF (n, k) is covered by open affines F -isomorphic

to A
k(n−k)
F . We thus conclude that GrF (n, k) is smooth over F of relative dimension

k(n − k). By looking at F -points, we can also see that each of the Ui intersect
non-trivially. Indeed, using the same notations as the proof, for any i, j ∈ I, take
a representative π : F n → F n−k of a point x ∈ Ui(F ). Create a modified map
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π′ : F n → F n−k by keeping it the same image for eℓ when ℓ /∈ j or ℓ ∈ i, then,
choose a bijection ψ : j \ i → i \ j and set π′(eℓ) to π(eψ(ℓ)) for ℓ ∈ j \ i. The
class of π′ is then both in Ui(F ) and Uj(F ). Therefore we conclude that GrF (n, k)
is connected (geometrically connected, in fact, since the same argument works after
arbitrary field extension) and since all its local rings are (geomtrically) integral, it
must be a (geometrically) integral scheme.

Moreover, by applying the valuative criterion for properness ([Gr1, Théorème
7.3.8]), we see that GrF (n, k) is proper. The criterion can be stated in the following
form: for any F -algebra A which is a discrete valuation ring, the mapGrF (n, k)(A)→
GrF (n, k)(K) induced by the inclusion of A into its fields of fractions K is bijective.
For surjectivity, suppose x ∈ GrF (n, k)(K) be represented by π : Kn → Kn−k. Then
the image π(An) is torsion-free and such that π(An)⊗AK ∼= Kn−k, so π(An) ∼= An−k

since A is principal. Therefore the isomophism class of π′ : An → π(An), defined by
π′(y) = π(y), is a lift of x. For injectivity, suppose that π1 : A

n → An−k and π2 : A
n →

An−k are quotients which become isomorphic over K, say by ψ ∈ AutK(A
n−k ⊗AK).

By since the πi are surjective, ψ must restrict to an automorphism of An−k and so
π1 and π2 are equivalent over A. In sum, we conclude that GrF (n, k) is a complete,
smooth algebraic variety over F .

Remark 1.1.6. Let V be a vector space over F of dimension n. The choice of an
isomorphism V ∼= F n induces an isomorphism of functors Gr(Ṽ , k) ∼= GrF (n, k).
Thus Gr(Ṽ , k) is representable and has the same properties listed above. Similarly,
for any F -scheme X and trivial locally free sheaf E of rank n (i.e., E ∼= O⊕n

X ), Gr(E , k)
is represented by GrF (n, k)×F X.

Lemma 1.1.4. Let S be an F -scheme and E be locally free sheaf of rank n on S. For
any k ∈ N, Gr(E , k) is representable.

Proof. Cover S with open subschemes Ui such that all E|Ui
are trivial. We define open

S-subspaces Gi of Gr(E , k) by taking a fibre product over hS with hUi
. Then Gi(T )

is the same if T → S factors through Ui and empty otherwise, i.e. it is represented by
Gr(E|Ui

, k) viewed as an S-scheme (it exists as a scheme because E|Ui
is trivial). It

is clear that the Gi cover Gr(E , k) since for any field K, any morphism SpecK → S
factors through one of the Ui since they form an open cover. Since Gr(E , k) is a sheaf
for the Zariski topology, we conclude that it is representable.

Definition 1.1.15. Let S be an F -scheme and E be locally free sheaf E of rank n
on S. Let p : Gr(E , k) → S be the structural morphism. We define the universal
quotient bundle p∗E → Q to be the quotient (up to isomorphism) corresponding to
the identity map idGr(E,k). We define the tautological subbundle to be the kernel
S ⊆ p∗E associated to this isomorphism class. Note that S is locally free of rank k.
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Remark 1.1.7. With the same assumptions as the definition, let q : X → S be an
S-scheme and f : X → Gr(E , k) a morphism over S. Since f = f ◦ idGr(E,k), we have
that f is uniquely determined by the isomorphism class of q∗E → f ∗Q. In turn, since

0→ S → p∗E → Q → 0

is an exact sequence of locally free sheaves, the induced map f ∗S → q∗E is an in-
jection, and defines a subsheaf of q∗E which is the kernel of q∗E → f ∗Q. Therefore,
f ∗S, considered as a subsheaf of q∗E , also determines f uniquely. This gives another
characterisation of the universal property of Gr(E , k). More precisely, any locally free
subsheaf F of rank k of q∗E which is locally a direct summand gives rise to a unique
S-morphism f : X → Gr(E , k) such that f ∗S gives the same subsheaf as F .

Example 1.1.17. Let f : T → S be an S-scheme. Define a map Gr(E , k)(T ) →
Gr(E∨, n−k)(T ) by sending the class of π : f ∗E → Q to the dual map of kerπ ⊆ f ∗E ,
i.e. f ∗E∨ → (ker π)∨. Since the kernel is locally free, it is preserved by pullback so
this construction gives a natural transformation. Moreover, using the identification
of E with (E∨)∨, we see that applying it again to Gr(E∨, n − k) gives an inverse, so
Gr(E , k) ∼= Gr(E∨, n− k). In particular, GrF (n, k) ∼= GrF (n, n− k).

Example 1.1.18. By Remark 1.1.7, we can also interpret GrF (n, k)(F ) as parame-
terizing k-dimensional subspaces of F n, and similarly for any field extension F ⊆ E.
For this reason, we view GrF (n, k) as the moduli space of k-dimensional subspaces
of F n. One may then expect that GrF (n + 1, 1) ∼= Pn

F . This is indeed the case. By
Example 1.1.17, this is the same as showing that Grn(n + 1, n) ∼= Pn

F . This follows
from the fact that for any F -scheme S,

Pn(S) = {O⊕n+1
S → L : L invertible sheaf on S}/ ∼

Theorem 1.1.3. Let S be an F -scheme and E be locally free sheaf of rank n on S.
p : Gr(E , k)→ S is smooth and projective.

Proof. First, note that taking an open cover Ui of S on which E is trivial, we have
p−1(Ui) = Gr(E|Ui

, k) → Ui is smooth and proper since it is isomorphic as a Ui-
scheme to Ui×F GrF (n, k), and GrF (n, k) is smooth and proper. Hence we conclude
that Gr(E , k) is smooth and proper over S since both properties are Zariski local on
the base.

To show that it is projective, we must construct an S-morphism φ : Gr(E , k)→
P(F) (F a locally free sheaf on S of some rank r) which is a closed immersion, or
what is the same an S-morphism φ : Gr(E∨, n− k)→ Gr(F∨, r − 1) with the same
property. For an S-scheme f : T → S, define

φ(T ) : Gr(E∨, n− k)(T )→ Gr(∧kE∨, r − 1)(T ),
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[f ∗E∨ → Q] 7→

[
f ∗

(
k∧
E∨
)

=
k∧
(f ∗E∨)→

k∧
Q

]

where the second map is the one induced on k-th exterior powers and r =

(
n
k

)
. Note

that this is well-defined since Q is of rank k, hence
∧kQ is of rank 1.

First, we show that it is true for S is SpecF and E = Ṽ , V a vector space over F
of dimension n. We may assume that F is algebraically closed since closed immersions
are fpqc local on the base (Theorem 1.1.1). By [Ha2, Proposition II.7.3], it is enough
to show that:

i. φ(F ) : Gr(V ∨, n− k)(F )→ Gr(∧kV ∨, r − 1)(F ) = P(∧kV ) is injective.

ii. For all x ∈ Gr(V ∨, n − k)(F ), there is a neighbourhood U of x such that
φ|U(F [ε]) : U(F [ε]) → Gr(∧kV ∨, r − 1)(F [ε]) is injective, where F [ε] are the dual
numbers over F (this implies that φ “separates tangent vectors” by Example 1.1.6).

Taking duals, i) is equivalent to the claim that a k-dimensional subspace W ⊆ V
is determined by the subspace

∧kW ⊆
∧k V . This is true, since for any non-zero

η ∈
∧kW , the kernel of V →

∧k+1 V, v 7→ v ∧ η is exactly W . For ii), it follows
from Lemma 1.1.5 below, as the surjectivity condition define an open subscheme in
the same way as the Ui of the proof of Lemma 1.1.3.

Since Gr(E , k) is proper over S, φ being monic already implies it is a closed
immersion ([Gr2, Corollaire 18.12.6]). By [Gr2, Proposition 17.2.6], φ is monic if, for
all x ∈ Gr(∧kE∨, r − 1), the scheme-theoretic fibre φ−1(x) is the empty scheme or
isomorphic to Specκ(x). Now, x lies over some s ∈ S. Note that the canonical map
Specκ(x)→ Gr(∧kE∨, r−1) factors through the closed subschemeGr(∧kE∨, r−1)×S
κ(s) = Gr((∧kE∨) ⊗ κ(s), r − 1) = Gr(∧k(E ⊗ κ(s))∨, r − 1) And hence computing
the fibre reduces to the case over a field, in this case κ(s), since the naturality of
the definition of φ means it respects base change. However, over a field φ is a closed
immersion, hence the fibre is either empty or Specκ(x).

Remark 1.1.8. The embedding given in the proof is a relative version of the classical
Plücker embedding. See, for example, [Ha1, §6].

Lemma 1.1.5. Let A be a local F -algebra, V a vector space of dimension n over
F and W ⊆ V a subspace of dimension k. The isomophism class of a quotient
π : V ⊗A→ Ak where W ⊗A surjects onto Ak is determined by the isomophism class
of ∧kπ :

∧k(V ⊗ A)→
∧k Ak.

Proof. Decompose V as W ⊕W ′ for some W ′ ⊆ V . The the isomorphism class of π
is exactly determined by its restriction in HomA(W

′ ⊗ A,Ak), which we will call f .
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∧k(V ⊗ A) decomposes as

⊕
i+j=k

i∧
(W ⊗ A)⊗A

j∧
(W ′ ⊗ A)

Restricting ∧kπ to the i = k − 1, j = 1 summand, we get a map g given by

g((w1∧· · ·∧wk−1)⊗w′) = ∧kπ(w1∧· · ·∧wk−1∧w′) = ∧k−1π(w1∧· · ·∧wk−1)∧f(w′)

Choosing some isomorphism
∧k Ak ∼= A, we get an isomorphism of

∧k−1Ak →
HomA(A

k, A) by η 7→ (x 7→ η∧x). Since ∧k−1π is surjective, this means g determines
the value of f on all linear forms, hence determines f .

As an application of relative Grassmannians, we show that certain partial flag
varieties are representable by smooth, projective varieties.

Definition 1.1.16. Let V be an n dimensional vector space over F . For integers
0 < k < ℓ < n, define the functor Fl(V, k, ℓ) : Sch◦

F → Sets by

Fl(V, k, ℓ)(S) = {(Fk,Fℓ) ∈ Gr(V, k)(S)×Gr(V, ℓ)(S) : Fk ⊆ Fℓ}

for an F -scheme S (here the Fi are considered as subbundles of V ⊗ OS, as in Re-
mark 1.1.7) and for f : S → T , let Fl(V, k, ℓ)(f) : Fl(V, k, ℓ)(T ) → Fl(V, k, ℓ)(S) be
the map induced Gr(V, k)(f)×Gr(V, ℓ)(f).

Proposition 1.1.11. The functor Fl(V, k, ℓ) is represented by Gr(Q, ℓ− k) where Q
is the universal quotient bundle of Gr(V, k).

Proof. To give a map of F -schemes from S to Gr(Q, ℓ− k) is to give

i. A map of F -schemes f : S → Gr(V, k), or equivalently choosing a subbundle
Fk ⊆ V ⊗OS with the relation that Fk = f ∗Sk where Sk is the tautological bundle.

ii. A choice of a rank ℓ − k subbundle of f ∗Q, which is equivalent to a rank ℓ
subbundle of V ⊗OS containing Fk, since

0→ Fk = f ∗Sk → V ⊗OS → f ∗Q → 0

is exact. This defines a bijection Fl(V, k, ℓ)(S)→ Gr(S, ℓ−k)(S) which is easily seen
to be natural in S.

Corollary 1.1.1. Fl(V, k, ℓ) is a smooth, projective variety.



1. PRELIMINARIES 22

1.2 Some Galois theory

A twisted form is informally an algebraic or geometric object defined over a field
F which becomes isomorphic to some fixed object after base change to some field
extension of F . Two examples of such objects are central simple algebras, which
are twisted forms of matrix algebras, and Severi-Brauer varieties, which are twisted
forms of projective spaces. In fact, there is an explicit geometric construction showing
that the two objects are equivalent. The underlying reason for this is that n × n
matrices and projective n − 1-space both have PGLn as their automorphism group.
The connection is then provided by the first Galois cohomology group and 1-cocycles.
After reviewing the relevant facts from Galois theory and group cohomology, we
explain in detail this theory.

1.2.1 Étale algebras

Definition 1.2.1. Let F be a field with algebraic closure F̄ . A finite F -algebra A is
said to be (finite) étale if A⊗F F̄ ∼=

∏
1≤i≤dimF A

F̄ as an F̄ -algebra.

Proposition 1.2.1. Let A be a finite F -algebra. The following are equivalent:

i. A is an étale F -algebra

ii. The structural morphism SpecA→ SpecF is étale.

iii. A is isomorphic to a direct product of finite separable field extensions of F .

Proof. Recall that a finite étale morphism X → S is nothing but a finite smooth
morphism. Both properties are fpqc local on the base (Theorem 1.1.1), so in the case
of S = SpecF , may be verified after extension to F̄ . It is then clear that i) implies
ii).

ii) =⇒ iii) amounts to the claim that a connected finite, smooth F -scheme is
the spectrum of a finite separable field extension. A connected and finite scheme over
F is the spectrum of a local ring, and as smoothness implies regularity, it must be
the spectrum of a field. Call it L. By [Ei, Corollary 16.17], ΩL/F = 0 if and only if L
is separable, so the claim follows.

To see i) from iii), note that a finite separable extension L/F is isomorphic to
F [x]/(p(x)), where p(x) is a separable polynomial, say with roots αi in F̄ . Then
L ⊗F F̄ ∼= F̄ [x]/(p(x)) ∼= F̄ [x]/(

∏
i(x − αi)). Of course, this is just isomorphic to a

direct product of copies of F̄ .

Recall that for a field F , the absolute Galois group of F , written ΓF , is defined as
the projective limit lim←−Gal(L/F ), where the inverse system is defined by associating
to an inclusion K ⊆ L of finite Galois extensions of F within a fixed separably
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closed overfield the canonical restriction map resLK : Gal(L/F ) → Gal(K/F ) ([Se2,
p. 2]). It obtains the natural topology of an inverse limit of topological groups (the
finite Galois groups are given the discrete topology) which gives it the structure of a
profinite group.

Definition 1.2.2. Let G be a topological group. A discrete G-set is a set X with
a G-action such that, when X is equiped with the discrete topology, the action map
φ : G×X → X is continuous.

Let Ω be a separably closed field extension of F . To such a field extension is
associated the fibre functor FibΩ : FÉt

◦
F → Sets, where FÉtF is the full subcategory

of finite étale F -algebras, defined by A 7→ HomF (A,Ω). This is in fact a functor
to discrete ΓF -sets in the following way: let σ ∈ ΓF , and φ ∈ HomF (A,Ω). Then
the image of φ is contained in a finite Galois extension of F , say L. Then define
(σ · φ)(x) = σL(φ(x)), where σL is the image of σ under the projection to Gal(L/F ).
This definition is independent of the choice of L and gives a continuous group action
(since it factors through a finite quotient) with respect to which the functorial maps
HomF (A,Ω)→ HomF (B,Ω) are ΓF -equivariant.

Remark 1.2.1. By Proposition 1.2.1, the opposite category of finite étale F -algebras
are finite étale F -schemes, and the fibre functor corresponds to taking the Ω-points
of a finite étale F -scheme X. These points can be identified with the points of the
underlying topological space of the scheme X ×F Ω, hence the name “fibre functor”,
since it comes from the fibre over the “point” SpecΩ→ SpecF .

Theorem 1.2.1. The fibre functor gives a contravariant equivalence of categories
between finite étale F -algebras and finite discrete ΓF -sets.

Proof. Taking into account Remark 1.2.1, the fibre functor is equivalent to that de-
fined in [GR, Exp. V, §7] in the case of the spectrum of a field. The result the follows
by applying Théorème 4.1 and Proposition 8.1 of [GR, Exp. V].

Example 1.2.1. One can recover the usual Galois correspondence for this by taking
stabilisers. Indeed, for a fixed finite Galois extension L and subfield F ⊆ E ⊆ L,
applying the fibre functor one gets a ΓF -set whose action factors through Gal(L/F ), is
transitive, and comes equipped with a distinguished point coming from the inclusion
E ⊆ L. The stabiliser in Gal(L/F ) of the distinguished point is Gal(L/K). Since
one can reverse this construction by taking a subgroup H ⊆ Gal(L/F ) to the discrete
ΓF -set Gal(L/F )/H, Theorem 1.2.1 gives the usual Galois correspondence.

Definition 1.2.3. Let G : FÉtF → Grp be a functor. We say that G is a sheaf
for the étale topology if it preserves products, and for any finite separable extensions
F ⊆ E ⊆ L, with L/E Galois, the induced map G(E) → G(L) is an isomorphism
onto G(L)Gal(L/E), where the Galois action on G(L) is the one induced by that on L.
A morphism of sheaves for the étale topology is just a natural transformation.
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Example 1.2.2. The functor assigning a finite étale F -algebra A to its group of units
is a sheaf for the étale topology.

For an inclusion of Galois extensions E ⊆ L of F , let rLE : Gal(L/F )→ Gal(E/F )
and iLE : G(E)→ G(L) be the canonical restriction and inclusion maps. Then for any
σ ∈ Gal(L/F ), and g ∈ G(E). We have that iLE(r

L
E(σ) · g) = σ · iLE(g). The rLE

form an inverse directed system with limit ΓF , and the iLE form a directed system
whose limit we will call Ḡ, which gains the structure of a ΓF -module by the above
compatibility. Moreover, when G is considered with the discrete topology, the action
of ΓF is continuous and acts by group homomorphisms.

Theorem 1.2.2. The functor G 7→ Ḡ from étale sheaves of (abelian) groups over F
to discrete (abelian) groups with continuous ΓF -action is an equivalence of categories.

Proof. First, using the equivalence of categories of Theorem 1.2.1, we translate the
sheaf condition for the corresponding contravariant functor G ′ : ΓF -Sets→ Grp. The
condition of G preserving products corresponds to G ′ sending coproducts to products.
Up to isomorphism, a Galois extension E ⊆ L in FÉtF corresponds to a quotient
π : ΓF/N → ΓF/H, with N normal in H. The (right) action of σ ∈ Gal(L/E)
on ΓF/N is then given by taking an extension σ′ in ΓF and multiplying the cosets
of ΓF/N by the right. So the second part of the sheaf condition corresponds to
π∗ : G ′(ΓF/H)→ G ′(ΓF/N) being an isomorphism onto the fixed points of the induced
(left) H/N action on G ′(ΓF/N) for all finite index subgroups H,N of ΓF , with N
normal in H.

Thus, we have reduced the problem to constructing an inverse to the functor

G 7→ lim−→
H⊆ΓF ,[ΓF :H]<∞

G(ΓF/H)

of the full subcategory of contravariant functors of finite ΓF -sets to groups satisfying
the above “sheaf condition” to discrete groups with continuous ΓF actions. We claim
that the functor assigning a discrete ΓF -group G to the contravariant functor X 7→
HomΓF

(X,G) is such an inverse. The hom-sets are given a group structure by point-
wise multiplication. For the sheaf condition, the condition on coproducts is clearly
satisfied. Let N ⊆ H ⊆ ΓF and π be as before. It is clear that π∗ is injective, so
we must show that the H/N fixed points in HomΓF

(ΓF/N,G) are precisely the ΓF -
equivariant maps which factor through ΓF/H. One direction is clear, and noting that
by normality we have hN = Nh for any h ∈ H, it follows that if f ∈ HomΓF

(ΓF/N,G)
is invariant, then f(gN) = f(ghN) for all h ∈ H and so factors through ΓF/H.

If G satisfies the sheaf conditions, than letting G = lim−→G(ΓF/H), for any finite
index subgroup H ⊆ ΓF , there are isomorphisms (natural in G) HomΓF

(ΓF/H,G) =
GH = G(ΓF/H). Since both functors send coproducts to products, this extends to
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a natural isomorphism G = HomΓF
(−, G). Starting with a discrete ΓF -group G, we

may identify the directed system HomΓF
(ΓF/H,G) over subgroups H of finite index

with GH as before. Since the action of ΓF is continuous, all x ∈ G have finite index
stabiliser, and so lim−→HomΓF

(ΓF/H,G) is naturally isomorphic to G as desired.

Remark 1.2.2. The category of discrete abelian groups with continuous Z-linear ΓF -
action and equivariant homomorphisms is an abelian category. From this we conclude
that the category of étale sheaves of abelian groups over F is an abelian category.

1.2.2 Group cohomology

We follow the exposition of [Se1, Chapter VII].

Definition 1.2.4. Let G be a group. Let A be an abelian group. A G-module
structure on A is a homomorphism φ : G→ Aut(A). For g ∈ G and a ∈ A, we write
g · a or simply ga for (φ(g))(a).

Definition 1.2.5. Let G be a group. The group ring is a pair consisting of a ring
Z[G] and a group homomorphism G → Z[G]× which is universal in the sense that
any homomorphism of G to the unit group a ring R factors through Z[G]× via a ring
homomorphism Z[G]→ R.

For any group G, Z[G] exists and as an abelian group is
⊕

g∈G Z. Let eg denote
1 in the g-th summand, then we set eg · eh = egh and define multiplication on Z[G]
by extending Z-linearly. One easily checks this gives a ring with the above universal
property. Given a G-module A, one clearly gets a Z[G]-module by the universal
property. In the sequel we shall use this to treat G-modules as modules over a ring,
and apply the usual notions from categories of modules. In particular, we get an
abelian category with enough injectives (see [Ha2, §III.1]).

Let A be a G-module. We write AG = {x ∈ A : ∀g ∈ G, gx = x} for the
submodule of fixed points of A. For any G-module homomorphism f : A→ B, there
is an induced map f∗ : A

G → BG. This makes the assignment A→ AG into a functor
from G-modules to abelian groups. Moreover, letting Z be a G-module via the trivial
action, we have an isomorphism AG ∼= HomG(Z, A) natural in A. This implies that
A 7→ AG is left-exact, with derived functors ExtiG(Z, A) for i ≥ 0.

Definition 1.2.6. We define the i-th cohomology group of a group G with coefficients
in a G-module A to be H i(G,A) := ExtiG(Z, A). In particular, H0(G,A) = AG.

Although the cohomology groups are defined as a right-derived functor, compu-
tations using injective resolutions are not practical. However, ExtiR(M,N) can be
computed with a projective resolution of M . We define the following free resolution
of G-modules of Z:
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For i ≥ 0, let Fi be the free abelian group generated by i+1-tuples (g0, . . . , gi) ∈
Gi+1. We define a G-module structure by setting h · (g0, . . . , gi) = (hg0, . . . , hgi) and
extending by Z-linearity. Clearly, each Fi is a free Z[G]-module, with basis given by,
say, {(1, g1, g1g2, . . . , g1g2 . . . gi)}(g1,...,gi)∈Gi . For i ≥ 1, we define di : Fi → Fi−1 by

di(g0, . . . , gi) =
k=i∑
k=0

(−1)k(g0, . . . , ĝk, . . . , gi)

One easily checks that the di are G-homomorphisms, and di ◦di+1 = 0. Moreover, the
chain complex (Fi, di) is exact for i ≥ 1. At i = 0, define a G-homomorphism F0 → Z
by
∑
ng · (g) 7→

∑
ng. This is surjective and the kernel is generated by elements of

the form (g)− (h), g, h ∈ G. But this is none other than the image of d1, so (Fi, di)
is a free resolution of Z, which we call the bar resolution.

Applying HomG(−, A) to the bar resolution, we obtain a complex consisting of
the abelian groups HomG(Fi, A). Using the basis elements (1, g1, g1g2, . . . , g1g2 . . . gi)
for Fi, we can identify the elements of HomG(Fi, A) with the groups of maps f :
Gi → A, by letting f(g1, . . . , gi) be the image of (1, g1, g1g2, . . . , g1g2 . . . gi) in A. We
call these cochains. Under this identification, one checks that the differential maps
d∗i : HomG(Fi−1, A)→ HomG(Fi, A) (which we simply write as d, with the source and
target being understood) are given by

df(g1, . . . , gi) =g1f(g2, . . . , gi) +
k=i−1∑
k=1

(−1)kf(g1, . . . , gkgk+1, . . . , gi)

+ (−1)if(g1, . . . , gi−1)

The homology of this complex will compute the groups H i(G,A). Since the identifi-
cation is natural in A, the complex will also compute the cohomology as a δ-functor
as well. More explicitely, we say f : Gn → A is an n-cocycle if df = 0 and is
an n-coboundary if there exists g : Gn−1 → A such that f = dg. Both of these
form subgroups, which we denote respectively Zn(G,A) and Bn(G,A), and we have
Hn(G,A) = Zn(G,A)/Bn(G,A). We say that two cocycles which represent the same
element in cohomology are cohomologous. For a morphism of G-modules φ : A→ B,
the induced map on cohomology is given in terms of cocyles by φ∗([f ]) = [φ ◦ f ].

First cohomology

With notation as above, let f : G→ A be a 1-cochain. We have df(g, g′) = gf(g′)−
f(gg′) + f(g), so df = 0 iff for any g, g′ ∈ G, f(gg′) = gf(g′) + f(g). This describes
Z1(G,A). Let f be a 0-cochain, then we have df(g) = ga − a for a fixed element
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a ∈ A. This provides a description of B1(G,A). Notice that when the action of G on
A is trivial, Z1(G,A) = Hom(G,A) and B1(Z,A) = 0, so H1(G,A) = Hom(G,A).
These concrete definitions of 1-cocycles and coboundaries can just as easily apply to
the case A a (not necessarily abelian) group with a G-action (i.e. homomorphism
φ : G→ Aut(A)). To fix notation, we write cochains as G ∋ σ 7→ aσ ∈ A. A cochain
a is a cocycle if for all σ, τ ∈ G, aστ = aσσ ·aτ and two cocycles a, b are cohomologous,
and we write a ∼ b, if there exists an element a ∈ A such that bσ = a−1aσ(σ · a) for
all σ ∈ G.

Inflation map

Let φ : G → H be a group homomorphism and A an H-module. We define the G-
module ϕ∗A to be A as an abelian group with G-action g·a = φ(g)·a. This association
is functorial, since H-homomorphisms f : A→ B will be also be G-homomorphisms.
It is clearly an exact functor. If an element is fixed by H, it is then necessarily
fixed by the induced G-action, so we have a natural inclusion AH → (φ∗A)G, i.e. we
have a natural transformation Φ0 : H0(H,−)→ H0(G,φ∗(−)). Since φ∗ is exact, the
functors H i(G,φ∗(−)) form a δ-functor, so by the universal property of the H i(H,−),
there is a unique morphism of δ-functors Φi : H i(H,−) → H i(G,φ∗(−)) extending
Φ0. Computing cohomology groups with cocycles, the maps Φi(A) : H i(H,A) →
H i(G,φ∗A) can be realised by [f ] 7→ [f ◦ φ]. Indeed, such a map on cochains induce
morphisms of complexes which induce a δ-functor morphism which in degree 0 is the
inclusion AH → (φ∗A)G. If we have another group homomorphism ψ : G′ → G, then
we have ψ∗φ∗A = (φ ◦ ψ)∗A and a composite map AH → (φ∗A)G → ((φ ◦ ψ)∗A)G′

,
of which the induced map of δ-functors as described above is the composite of those
induced by φ and ψ.

Consider the special case φ : G → G/N the quotient map for N a normal
subgroup of G. Let A be a G-module, then AN is naturally a G/N , and the
map i : φ∗AN → A is G-linear. We thus get a composite map i∗ ◦ Φi(AN) :
H i(G/N,AN) → H i(G,φ∗AN) → H i(G,A) which we call the inflation map for N ,
written infG/N , which is natural in A. For normal subgroups N ⊆ N ′ ⊆ G, we have,
inf(G/N)/(N ′/N) ◦ infG/N = infG/N ′ after identifying G/N ′ and (G/N)/(N ′/N). This
follows from composing the quotient maps and inclusion maps of fixed point mod-
ules. The inflation map is given explicitly by infG/N([f ]) = [i ◦ f ◦ φ]. This can be
seen by combining the two previous descriptions of how cocycles are mapped.

1.2.3 Galois descent

Our main references will be [GS, §2.3] and [BLR, §6.2].
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Proposition 1.2.2. For a finite Galois extension F ⊆ L with Galois group Γ, the
F -algebra homomorphism

L⊗F L→
∏
σ∈Γ

L, a⊗ b 7→ (σ(a) · b)σ∈Γ

is an isomorphism.

Proof. See [BLR, Example 6.2/B].

Example 1.2.3. If G is an F -group scheme, then hG restricted to FÉtF is a sheaf of
groups for the etale topology. This follows from Proposition 1.1.10 and that Propo-
sition 1.2.2 gives an isomorphism of exact sequences

K L L⊗K L

K L
∏

σ∈Γ L

x7→x⊗1

x7→1⊗x

∼

x7→(σx)σ

x7→(x)σ

for a finite Galois extension K ⊆ L.

Additionally, since for F ⊆ E ⊆ F s, we can identify G(E) with its image in
G(F s), we have that lim−→G(E) = G(F s).

This also gives a way of interpreting descent datum for the faithfully flat extension
F ⊆ L. For simplicity, we explain the case of L-modules, but the same remains true
with an algebra structure, or for schemes (see [BLR, Example 6.2/B]).

Let M be an L-module. A Galois action on M is an F -linear Γ-action on M
such that for any x ∈ L, m ∈M and σ ∈ Γ, σ(x ·m) = σ(x) · σ(m). A Galois action
on M gives a descent datum as follows:

One can identify M ⊗F L with ⊕σ∈ΓM by m ⊗ a 7→ (σ(m))σ∈Γ, under which
the L ⊗F L-multiplication and the

∏
σ∈Γ L multiplication correspond. Under the

identification L ⊗F L =
∏

σ∈Γ L, the “swap factors” homomorphism corresponds to
the map s :

∏
σ∈Γ →

∏
σ∈Γ, (aσ)σ∈Γ 7→ (σ(aσ−1))σ∈Γ. The analogously defined map

for ⊕σ∈Γ then gives a covering datum. Continuing with similar identifications for
M ⊗F L⊗F L, one sees that the cocycle condition is equivalent to the condition that
for all σ, τ ∈ Γ and m ∈M , σ(τ(m)) = (στ)(m). Then by Proposition 1.1.7, we have
that:

Proposition 1.2.3. Let F ⊆ L be a finite Galois extension. The category of L-
modules (resp. algebras) with Galois actions and equivariant homomorphisms is



1. PRELIMINARIES 29

equivalent to the category of L-modules (resp. algebras) with descent data. Under
this correspondence, for an F -module M , the canonical descent datum on M ⊗F L
corresponds to the trivial Galois action σ(m⊗ a) = m⊗ σ(a).

For the case of schemes, the same holds with the right definition of Galois action.
We first set the convention that Γ acts on the left on SpecL by the maps (σ−1)∗ :
SpecL→ SpecL. A Galois action on an L-scheme X is a Γ-action over F on X such
that

X X

SpecL SpecL

σ

σ

commutes. The trivial Galois action for X×F L (X any F -scheme) is simply idX ×σ.

Proposition 1.2.4. The functor X 7→ X×F L from algebraic F -schemes to algebraic
L-schemes with Galois actions is fully faithful. Its essential image is those algebraic
L-schemes X ′ such that the Γ-orbit of every closed point x ∈ X ′ is contained in an
open affine subscheme of X ′.

Proof. Fully faithfulness is clear. For essential surjectivity, by Proposition 1.1.9, we
need to show that a covering by Γ-stable affine open subschemes is equivalent to
to orbits being contained in affine opens. One direction is clear. Let x ∈ X ′ be a
closed point and U an affine open containing its Γ-orbit. Then the affine open (X ′ is
separated over Z)

⋂
σ∈Γ σU is Γ-stable and contains x. Finally, sinceX ′ is an algebraic

scheme, any open cover containing all closed points is in fact an open cover.

Example 1.2.4. Let X be an algebraic F -scheme. Then a closed subscheme Y ′ ⊆
X ×F L is defined over F , i.e. of the form i × idL : Y ×F L ↪→ X ×F L for some
i : Y ↪→ X, if and only if Y ′ is Γ-stable.

Lemma 1.2.1. Let X be a projective scheme over a field F and let x1, . . . , xk ∈ X be
a finite set of closed points. There exists an affine open subscheme U ⊆ X containing
the xi.

Proof. Consider a closed embedding X ↪→ PN
F . We are then reduced to the case

X = PN
F . Let F ⊆ E be a finite extension such that all the xi are defined over

E. Then each x′ over an xi defines a hyperplane in H ⊆ (PN
E )

∨ such that H(E)
correspond exactly to the hyperplanes with coefficients in E in PN

E containing x′.
The complement of all such H is an open subscheme of (PN

E )
∨, say V . If F is infinite

then, considering V (E) as a subset of (PN
F )

∨(E), V (E) ∩ (PN
F )

∨(F ) ̸= ∅, i.e. there is
a hyperplane defined over F which does not contain any of the xi. Its complement is
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our desired open subset U . If F is finite, then E is Galois, and up to taking a further
finite extension, we may assume that V (E) ̸= ∅. Let Y ⊆ PN

E be a hyperplane
corresponding to an element of V (E). Then Y ′ =

⋃
σ∈Γ σ(Y ) is a Γ-stable closed

subvariety, so descends to a closed subscheme Y ′′ ↪→ PN
F by Example 1.2.4. The

complement U = PN
F \ Y ′′ is clearly open, and affine since U ×F E is isomorphic to

the complement of Y ′ in PN
E , which is affine since it is the intersection of affine opens

in a separated scheme.

Corollary 1.2.1. The functor X 7→ XL := X ×F L of projective schemes over F to
projective schemes over L with Galois action is an equivalence of categories.

Proof. First, we show that all Γ-actions give effective descent data. The Γ-orbit of any
closed point is finite, so by the lemma they are contained in an open affine subscheme.
All that is left to show is that an algebraic F -scheme X is projective if XL is. This
is proven in [Gr1, Corollaire 6.6.5].

Galois cohomology

Let G be a sheaf of commutative groups for the etale topology over a field F . Then
for any finite Galois extension L/F , G(L) is a Gal(L/F )-module. If F ⊆ E ⊆ L is a
tower of finite Galois extensions, then the inclusion of groups Gal(L/E)→ Gal(L/F )
give an inflation maps H i(Gal(E/F ),G(E))→ H i(Gal(L/F ),G(L)) by the canonical
isomorphisms Gal(L/F )/Gal(L/E) = Gal(E/F ) and G(E) = G(L)Gal(L/E). These
inflation maps, for any degree i, form a directed system over the Galois subfields of a
fixed separable closure of F .

Proposition 1.2.5. For all i ≥ 0, there is an isomorphism

H i(ΓF , Ḡ)→ lim−→H i(Gal(L/F ),G(L)).

More precisely, it gives an isomorphism of δ-functors of etale sheaves of abelian
groups.

Proof. This is a special case of [Se2, Proposition I.8].

As before, one takes the cochain definition for H1 in the non-abelian case, al-
though only the continuous cochains, in which case the same isomorphism holds; see
[Se2, §5.1]. In either case, we will also use the notation H i(F,G) = H i(ΓF , Ḡ) for an
etale sheaf G.
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Classifying twisted forms

Definition 1.2.7. Let X0 be an F -scheme (resp. F -module or F -algebra). For a
finite separable extension L/F , we say that an F -scheme (resp. F -module or F -
algebra) is an L/F -form of X0 if XL

∼= (X0)L over L (resp. X ⊗F L ∼= X0 ⊗F L). If
X is an L/F form for some finite separable extension L, it is called a twisted form of
X0, and L is a splitting field for X with respect to X0.

We will write the set of isomorphism classes of L/F -forms of X0 as A(L/F ),
and the set of isomorphism classes of all twisted forms as A(F ). Clearly, there are
inclusions A(L/F ) ⊆ A(E/F ) whenever one has an inclusion L ⊆ E. There are also
functorial maps A(F ) → A(K) for any field extension F ⊆ K, by [X] 7→ [XK ]. All
these sets have a canonical structure of a pointed set, with base point [X0] or base
change thereof, and all the maps defined above are base point preserving.

Proposition 1.2.6. Let F be a field. The following functors are sheaves for the etale
topology:

i. M an F -module, Aut(M) : FÉtF → Grp, A 7→ AutA(M ⊗F A), the group of
A-linear automorphisms

ii. B an F -algebra, Aut(B) : FÉtF → Grp, A 7→ AutA(B ⊗F A), the group of
A-algebra automorphisms

iii. X an F -scheme, Aut(X) : FÉtF → Grp, A 7→ AutA(X ×F A), the group
of automorphisms over A

Proof. It is clear that these all preserve products. In all cases, the Galois action is
given by conjugation of the automorphism: σ · α = σ ◦ α ◦ σ−1. So we see that the
automorphisms fixed by this action are exactly the automorphisms which are mor-
phisms of descent data, hence by full faithfulness descend to a unique automorphism
over the subfield, so the second sheaf condition is satisfied.

We now describe how to related 1-cocycles with values in such automorphism
groups to twisted forms following [GS, p. 28].

Let F ⊆ L be a finite Galois extension. Let X be an L/F -form of X0. Let
Γ = Gal(L/F ) and let G = Aut(X0)(L). To an isomorphism f : (X0)L → XL, one
associates a 1-cocyle a ∈ Z1(Γ, G) defined by aσ = f−1 ◦ σ ◦ f ◦ σ−1. Indeed,

aστ = f−1◦σ◦τ ◦f ◦τ−1◦σ−1 = (f−1◦σ◦f ◦σ−1)◦σ◦(f−1◦τ ◦f ◦τ−1)◦σ−1 = aσ(σ ·aτ )

Essentially, this is an obstruction to f being a morphism of descent data. If one were
to choose a different isomorphism, say g : (X0)L → XL, then g

−1 ◦ f = α for some
α ∈ G, and we have that

f−1 ◦ σ ◦ f ◦ σ−1 = α−1 ◦ (g−1 ◦ σ ◦ g ◦ σ−1) ◦ (σ · α)
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i.e., the 1-cocycles defined from f and g are cohomologous. Now, consider two iso-
morphic L/F -twisted forms X and X ′. There is then a Γ-equivariant L-isomorphism
ψ : XL → X ′

L. Letting f : (X0)L → XL be an isomorphism and g = ψ ◦ f , we have
that

g−1 ◦ σ ◦ g ◦ σ−1 = f−1 ◦ ψ−1 ◦ σ ◦ ψ ◦ σ−1 ◦ σ ◦ f ◦ σ−1 = f−1 ◦ σ ◦ f ◦ σ−1

Thus, we have a well-defined map φ : A(L/F ) → H1(Γ, G). It is also base point
preserving since id : (X0)L → (X0)L gives the trivial cocycle.

Theorem 1.2.3. The map φ is an isomorphism for the cases where X0 is a module,
algebra or an affine or projective scheme.

Proof. The cases are precisely those where all descent data are effective (see Propo-
sition 1.1.8, Corollary 1.2.1). They can be treated simultaneously, just as in the
definition of φ.

For injectivity, we must show that for two twisted forms X,X ′, if 1-cocycles
attached to isomorphisms f : (X0)L → XL and g : (X0)L → X ′

L are cohomologous,
then X ∼= X ′, or what is the same, there exists a Γ-equivariant isomorphism ψ :
XL → X ′

L. By hypothesis, we have an α ∈ G such that

f−1 ◦ σ ◦ f ◦ σ−1 = α−1 ◦ g−1 ◦ σ ◦ g ◦ α ◦ σ−1

which then implies that

(g ◦ α ◦ f−1) ◦ σ = σ ◦ (g ◦ α ◦ f−1)

so g ◦ α ◦ f−1 gives the desired isomorphism.

For surjectivity, let a ∈ Z1(Γ, G) and define the twisted Galois action on (X0)L
by σ̃ = aσ◦σ. The cocycle condition shows that this is indeed a group action, and it is
a Galois action by construction. By Galois descent, this is Γ-equivariantly isomorphic
to some XL, X an L/F -form of X0. It is clear that the cohomology class associated
to X is [a].

Proposition 1.2.7. Let X be an L/F form of X0 and L ⊆ E be a Galois exten-
sion. Let c ∈ H1(Gal(L/F ),Aut(X0)(L)) and c′ ∈ H1(Gal(E/F ),Aut(X0)(E)) be
the classes associated to X. We have that c′ = inf(c).

Proof. Let XL
∼= (X0)L be an isomorphism. It defines a cocycle representing c, which

we will also call c. By extending to E, ones gets an isomorphism XE
∼= (X0)E.

The cocycle defined by this isomorphism c′ ∈ Z1(Gal(E/F ),Aut(X0)(E)) then takes
values c′σ′ = cσ × idE, where σ is the restriction of σ′ to L. This is precisely the
inflation of c.
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Corollary 1.2.2. There is a base point preserving isomorphism A(F )→ H1(F,Aut(X0)).

Proof. The first equality of the proposition shows that

A(L/F ) A(E/F )

H1(Gal(L/F ),Aut(X0)(L)) H1(Gal(E/F ),Aut(X0)(E))

∼ ∼

inf

commutes, i.e. that A(L/F ) and H1(Gal(L/F ),Aut(X0)(L)) are isomorphic di-
rected systems over the finite Galois extensions of F . This induces an isomorphism
of the inductive limits A(F ) = lim−→A(L/F ) → lim−→H1(Gal(L/F ),Aut(X0)(L)) =
H1(F,Aut(X0)), which is basepoint preserving as all the maps involved were.

Example 1.2.5 (Hilbert 90). We compute the cohomology group H1(F,Gm) by in-
terpreting it as classifying twisted forms. In this case, taking X0 to a one-dimensional
F -vector space. Indeed, then the automorphisms over any extension L are the units
L×. Of course, there is only one vector space of each dimension up to isomorphism,
so H1(F,Gm) = 0. A similar argument shows that H1(F,GLn) = 1 for all n ≥ 1.

1.2.4 Severi-Brauer varieties

We mostly follow [GS, Chapter 5] and [Ar].

Definition 1.2.8. An algebraic scheme P over F is a Severi-Brauer variety if there
is a finite separable field extension L/F such that P ×F L ∼= Pn

L for some n ≥ 0.

Remark 1.2.3. A Severi-Brauer variety P is automatically a smooth, projective
variety. Smoothness is clear since the property is fpqc local on the base. To show
that it is a variety is then reduced to connectedness, and P must be connected since
P ×F L is.

There is also an “obvious” projective embedding of P . The anti-canonical divisor
ω∨
P :=

∧nΩ∨
P/F pulls back to the anti-canonical divisor of Pn

L under the morphisms

Pn
L

∼−→ P ×F L→ P , which is very ample (it has degree n+1). The map to PN
L (up to

linear automorphism) given by the complete linear systemH0(PL, ω
∨
PL
) is thus a closed

immersion. It is also the base change by PN
L → PnNF of the analogous morphism over

F defined by H0(P, ω∨
P ). Since the property of being a closed immersion is fpqc local,

it follows that H0(P, ω∨
P ) gives an embedding P ↪→ PN

F over F .

Definition 1.2.9. Let V be a vector space over a field F of dimension n. We define
the functor PGL(V ) : AffF → Grp by PGL(V )(A) = AutA(V ⊗F A)/ ∼, where two



1. PRELIMINARIES 34

linear automorphisms φ, ψ ∈ AutA(V ⊗F A) are equivalent iff φ◦ψ−1 is multiplication
by a unit of A. When V = F n, we simply write PGLn.

For any Galois extension L/F , the automorphism group of AutL(P
n
L) is iso-

morphic as a group to PGLn+1(L). Indeed, as all automorphisms must pullback
O(1) to O(1), they are all linear changes of coordinates, in the sense that they are
induced by a linear automorphism φ : Ln+1 → Ln+1. It is clear that two automor-
phisms induce the same map iff they differ by scaling. Thus we get an isomorphism
α(L) : PGLn+1(L) → AutL(P

n
L) which is Gal(L/F )-equivariant and natural in the

sense that:

PGLn+1(L) AutL(P
n
L)

PGLn+1(E) AutE(P
n
E)

α(L)

α(E)

commutes for any inclusion of Galois extensions E ⊆ L. Then, it is enough to remark
that for any fields L,L′, PGLn+1(L×L′) = PGLn+1(L)×PGL(L′) to see that Aut(Pn)
and PGLn+1 give isomorphic sheaves of groups on FÉtF .

We introduce the notation that, for a finite separable extension F ⊆ L, Sn(L/F )
is the set of isomorphism classes of Severi-Brauer varieties over F of dimension n which
are split by L. The set of all isomorphism classes of Severi-Brauer varieties over F of
dimension n is Sn(F ).

Corollary 1.2.3. There is a isomorphism Sn(F ) → H1(F,PGLn+1) which is base-
point preserving.

Theorem 1.2.4. Let P be a Severi-Brauer variety over F . P is isomorphic to Pn
F

for some n if and only if P has an F -rational point.

This theorem has an amusing proof using the notion of dual Severi-Brauer vari-
eties which we reproduce from [Ar, §3].

Definition 1.2.10. Let P be a Severi-Brauer variety, whose isomorphism class cor-
responds to c ∈ H1(F,PGL(V )) for some finite dimensional vector space V . Define
a group homomorphism φ : PGL(V ) → PGL(V ∨) by α 7→ (α−1)∨. It is in fact an
isomorphism. The dual of P , P∨, is defined up to isomorphism as the Severi-Brauer
variety corresponding to the class c′ := φ∗(c) ∈ H1(F,PGL(V ∨)).

Definition 1.2.11. A twisted linear subspace of dimension k of a Severi-Brauer P
is a closed subscheme P ′ ↪→ P such that over a splitting field L, P ′

L ↪→ PL ∼= P(V )L
is a projecitve k-plane in P(V )L, i.e. corresponding to a k + 1-dimensional subspace
W ⊆ V .
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Note that this is independent of the chosen isomorphism since isomorphisms of
projective spaces are linear.

Lemma 1.2.2. Let P be an n-dimensional Severi-Brauer variety and P∨ be its dual.
For k ≥ 1, the k− 1-dimensional twisted linear subspaces of P are in natural one-to-
one correspondence with the n− k-dimensional twisted linear subspaces of P∨.

Proof. By Galois descent, a twisted linear subspace of P is a linear subspace P ′ ⊆
P(V )L, where P corresponds to a class c ∈ H1(Gal(L/F ),PGL(V )) and P ′ is stable
under the twisted Galois action coming from any representative of c. By duality and
the definition of P∨, there is a corresponding linear subpace P ′′ ⊆ P(V ∨)L which is
stable under the twisted Galois action(s) associated to P∨. Repeating this again gives
an inverse map by duality. It is clear that this construction sends k − 1-dimensional
subspaces to n− k dimensional ones.

To prove Theorem 1.2.4, it suffices to show that P corresponds to the class of the
trivial cocycle, which is equivalent to the same being true for P∨ since φ∗ is a basepoint
preserving bijection. In this case, the F -rational point of P gives a 0-dimensional
twisted linear subspace, and so P∨ has a n − 1-dimensional twisted linear subspace
D. Let L be a splitting field of P and let π : Pn

L
∼= P ×F L→ P be the composition of

an isomorphism followed by projection onto the first factor. D is a divisor and by its
definition we have that π∗O(D) ∼= O(1). Since cohomology “commutes” with flat base
change (see [Ha2, Proposition III.9.3]), dimF H

0(P,O(D)) = dimLH
0(Pn

L,O(1)), so
choosing n + 1 linearly independent sections s0, . . . , sn ∈ H0(P,O(D)), we define
an F -morphism φ : P → Pn

F . Similarly, define φ′ : Pn
L → Pn

L by the sections
π∗(s0), . . . , π

∗(sn) ∈ H0(Pn
L, π

∗O(D)). This gives a fibre square

Pn
L Pn

L

P Pn
F

φ′

π

φ

φ′ is clearly an isomorphism, and Pn
L → Pn

F is fpqc, so we conclude that φ is an
isomorphism, as desired.

Central simple algebras

In what follows, an F -algebra is an associative algebra over F which is of finite,
positive dimension. as an F -vector space. These properties clearly descend under
arbitrary field extensions. We will frequently identify F with its image in an algebra.
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Definition 1.2.12. An algebra A over F is central iff F is the entire centre of A. An
algebra A is simple if it has no non-trivial two-sided ideals. It is a division algebra if
all non-zero elements have multiplicative inverses.

We call F -algebras satisying both of these properties central simple algebras
(CSA).

Example 1.2.6. The algebra of n×n matrices Mn×n(F ) in a central simple algebra.
If a central simple algebra is isomorphic to a matrix algebra, we say that it is split.

Theorem 1.2.5 (Artin-Wedderburn). Let A be a simple algebra over F . Then there
exists a division F -algebra D such that A ∼= Mn(D), the n × n matrix algebra over
D. Moreover, the integer n and division algebra D are unique. In particular, D is
isomorphic to the ring of A endomorphisms of any non-trivial minimal right ideal of
A.

Proof. See [GS, Theorem 2.1.3].

Theorem 1.2.6 (Skolem-Noether). Let A be a central simple algebra over F . All
F -algebra automorphisms of A are inner.

Proof. See [GS, Theorem 2.7.2].

Let F ⊆ K be a field extension. Define a group homomorphism PGLn(K) →
AutA(Mn×n(K)) by [C] maps to conjugation by C. This is easily seen to be injective
and is surjective by the Skolem-Noether theorem. Thus, twisted forms of projective
space correspond to twisted forms of matrix algebras, which we shall see are exactly
the central simple algebras.

Proposition 1.2.8. Let F ⊆ K be a finite field extension and suppose A is an algebra
over F . A⊗F K is a central simple algebra over K if and only if A is a central simple
algebra over F .

Proof. See [GS, Lemma 2.2.2].

Corollary 1.2.4. Let A be a central simple algebra over F , then dimF A is a square.

Proof. Since dimF A = dimF̄ A⊗F F̄ , it suffices to prove the result with F algebraically
closed. By the Artin-Wedderburn theorem, it is enough to show that all division
algebras over an algebraically closed field F are just F itself. Suppose to the contrary
that there was x ∈ D which was not contained in F . Then F [x] ⊆ D is a finite
integral domain, and hence a finite field extension of F . But then F = F [x], so
x ∈ F .
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We call the square root of the dimension of a central simple algebra A its degree,
and write it degA.

Proposition 1.2.9. Let A be a central simple algebra of degree n. There exists a
finite separable field extension F ⊆ L such that A ⊗F L ∼= Mn×n(L). If F is finite,
we can take L = F . Any subfield L ⊆ A of degree n is a splitting field for A, i.e.
A⊗F L ∼= Mn×n(L).

Proof. See Theorem 2.2.7, Remark 2.28 and Proposition 2.2.9 of [GS].

Corollary 1.2.5. Central simple algebras over F of degree n are twisted forms of
Mn×n(F ).

Remark 1.2.4. It follows from Corollary 1.2.5 that Proposition 1.2.8 is true for
arbitrary field extensions.

Therefore, we have a natural correspondence between central simple algebras of
degree n and Severi-Brauer varieties of dimension n − 1 through the H1(F,PGLn).
For a central simple algebra A, we write SB(A) for the corresponding Severi-Brauer
variety (up to isomorphism).

Varieties of ideals

Let A be an F -algebra (the same convetions as last section apply). For an F -scheme
X, we write AX for the OX-algebra A ⊗F OX . Following [Ar, 1.2] we make the
defintion:

Definition 1.2.13. Let A be a central simple algebra of degree n over F . Define the
functor SB(A) : Sch◦

F → Sets

SB(A)(S) = {I ∈ Gr(n,A)(S) : I is a right AS-module}

with pullbacks the same as in Gr(n,A).

To see that the pullback maps are indeed well-defined, i.e. to see that SB(A)
is really a subfunctor of Gr(n,A), note that since in any case, for an F -morphism
f : T → S the pullbacks f ∗I are OT -modules, it suffices to check that for a basis
e1, . . . , en2 of A, multiplication by the ei ⊗ 1 on AT send f ∗I into f ∗I. However, by
definition multiplication by each ei⊗1 on AS sends I into I, and the aforementioned
multiplication maps on AT are merely the pullback by f of the multiplication maps
on AS under the identification f ∗AS = AT .

As being a right-ideal can be checked locally, SB(A) is also a sheaf for the Zariski
topology.
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Remark 1.2.5. The set SB(A)(F ) is simply the set of right ideals of A which are
degA-dimensional as F -vector spaces.

Theorem 1.2.7. For any central simple algebra A, SB(A) is representable and agrees
(up to isomorphism) with SB(A), the Severi-Brauer variety associated to A by means
of first Galois cohomology.

We will need a lemma:

Lemma 1.2.3. Let V be an F -vector space of dimension n and R an arbitrary com-
mutative F -algera. For k ≥ 1, the map assigning to right ideals I of EndR(V ⊗F R)
the submodule WI =

⋃
φ∈I Imφ gives a bijection between right ideals of EndR(V ⊗F R)

which as R-modules are direct summands of rank nk and direct summands of V ⊗F R
of rank k.

Proof. First, let us prove that if I is a direct summand, then WI is as well. By [Sw,
Proposition 3.1], I is also a direct summand as a EndR(V ⊗ R)-module. Therefore,
there is an idempotent φ ∈ A := EndR(V ⊗ R) with φA = I. Then, it follows that
WI = Imφ, which is a direct summand of V ⊗ R. Moreover, this shows that I is of
the form HomR(V ⊗R,WI). This gives the inverse map, and from this it is clear that
the ranks correspond as described.

Corollary 1.2.6. For n ≥ 1, SB(Mn×n(F )) ∼= Pn−1 by a PGLn-equivariant natural
isomorphism.

Remark 1.2.6. Implicit in Corollary 1.2.6 is that the correspondence of Lemma 1.2.3
globalises to F -schemes. By checking locally, one sees that this globalized correspon-
dence is given by a similar construction, namely the subsheaf generated by all local
sections which are images of all local sections of the ideal sheaf.

Remark 1.2.7. Supposing SB(A) is representable, we have that for a field extension
F ⊆ L, SB(A⊗F L) ∼= SB(A)×F L, so SB(A) will be a Severi-Brauer variety by the
corollary. Moreover, since the PGLn actions correspond, the class in H1(F,PGLn)
associated to SB(A) is the same as that associated to A.

Proof of Theorem 1.2.7. In view of the remark, we need only prove representability.
The corollary already shows representability in the case where F is finite by Propo-
sition 1.2.9, so we may assume F infinite. Write ρ : A → EndF (A) for the map
ρ(a)(b) = ba. Then for any a ∈ A such that det ρ(a) ̸= 0, ρ(a) induces an auto-
morphism ρ(a)∗ : Gr(degA,A) → Gr(degA,A). Since Gr(degA,A) is separated
over F , the fixed-point subfunctor is represented by a closed subscheme. Therefore,
if S = {a ∈ A : det ρ(a) ̸= 0} spans A, we will have realized SB(A) as a closed sub-
scheme of Gr(degA,A), since the scheme-theoretic intersection of closed subschemes



1. PRELIMINARIES 39

corresponds exactly to the intersection of their functor of points. Let W be the span
of S in A. Suppose, for the sake of contradiction, that W is a proper subspace. By
choosing a basis e1, . . . , ek of A, we identify A with Ak(F ) such that W corresponds
to the F -points of a proper linear subspace L ⊆ Ak and det ρ(a) comes from a regular
function on Ak. But then, since at least det ρ(1) ̸= 0, S is identified with the rational
points of an open subset U ⊆ Ak. Since F is infinite, the topology induced on the
F -rational points is irreducible, therefore S cannot be contained in W .

Example 1.2.7. Let A be a central simple algebra. Let K be the function field of
SB(A). Then SB(A) ×F K = SB(A ⊗F K) has a rational point, so is isomorphic to
some Pn by Theorem 1.2.4. By Theorem 1.2.7, for any central simple algebra B, we
have that B and SB(B) give the same class in H1(F,PGLm), so we conclude that
A⊗F K ∼= Mm×m(K).

Definition 1.2.14. Let i : SB(A) ↪→ Gr(degA,A) be the canonical inclusion. We
define the tautological sheaf of ideals ISB(A) ⊆ ASB(A) on SB(A) by i∗S, where S is
the tautological bundle of Gr(degA,A).

Since i is a monomorphism, one deduces a universal property for the pair (SB(A), ISB(A))
from that of (Gr(degA,A),S), namely that the map HomF (S, SB(A))→ SB(A)(X)
defined by f 7→ [f ∗(ISB(A)) ⊆ AX ] is a bijection.

It is clear that all the above results will hold with the rank of the ideal sheaves
changed to any multiple k degA for 1 ≤ k < degA.

Example 1.2.8. For k = degA − 1, we call the construction SB∨(A). The variety
obtained is isomorphic to the dual Severi-Brauer variety SB(A)∨.
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1.3 (Equivariant) intersection theory

In this section, we introduce the basics of intersection theory, in particular the Chow
ring. After a review of principal bundles, the equivariant Chow ring for torus actions
is defined. Finally, localisation theorems for torus equivariant Chow groups are stated.

Notation and conventions: A scheme over F is assumed to be an algebraic
scheme over F , that is finite type and separated. A variety X is an algebraic scheme
which is integral i.e. irreducible and reduced. We also adopt the convention that
smooth and flat morphisms are of constant relative dimension.

1.3.1 Chow groups

We give a short exposition of Chow groups, following [Fu].

Definition 1.3.1. Let X be a scheme over F . For any integer k ≥ 0, an algebraic
k-cycle on X is a formal sum of k-dimensional subvarieties Vi ⊆ X,

∑
niVi, ni ∈ Z.

The abelian group of such formal sums is denoted Zk(X).

Clearly, Zk(X) = Zk(Xred) and if dimX = n, Zn(X) is the free abelian group
generated by the irreducible components of X of dimension n. Any subvariety V ⊆ X
induces an inclusion Zk(V ) ⊆ Zk(X) as k-dimensional subvarieties V will also be k-
dimensional subvarieties of X.

Now letW ⊆ V be subvarieties of X There is an associated generic point ηW ∈ V
whose local ring we write OV,W . V has a generic point η = ηV whose local ring in V
(which is in fact a field) we write as K(X). This is the function field of V . Then there
is an inclusion OV,W → K(V ) as η is contained in any non-empty open subset of V . If
W has codimension 1 in V , then for any 0 ̸= f ∈ OV,W , OV,W/(f) is Artinian and we
define the order of f at W by ordV,W (f) = lengthOV,W

OV,W/(f) ∈ N. This function
is multiplicative, and hence extends to a well-defined group homomorphism ordX,V :
K(X)× → Z by setting ordV,W (f/g) = ordV,W (f) − ordV,W (g), f, g ∈ OV,W − {0}.
Clearly, ordV,W (f) is only non-zero for the W along which f vanishes or has a pole;
that is to say for only finitely many. Hence we can define an element (f) ∈ Zk(V ),
(f) =

∑
ordV,W (f) ·W , where dimV = k + 1. As explained above, (f) may also be

regarded as an element of Zk(X).

Definition 1.3.2. Let X be a scheme. For an integer k ≥ 0, we define Rk(X) to be
the subgroup of Zk(X) generated by cycles (f) ∈ Zk(X), where f ∈ K(V )×, V ⊆ X a
k+1-dimensional subvariety. We define the k-th Chow group of X to be the quotient
CHk(X) := Zk(X)/Rk(X). Two k-cycles with the same image in CHk(X) are said to
be rationally equivalent.
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We form the graded abelian group Z•(X) =
⊕

k≥0 Zk(X), and similarly for
R•(X) and CH•(X). We make the obvious identification CH•(X) = Z•(X)/R•(X).

Example 1.3.1. If X is an n-dimensional variety, Zn−1(X) is the classical group of
Weil divisors on X, and Rn−1(X) is the subgroup of divisors linearly equivalent to
zero. In particular, there is a homomorphism PicX → CHn−1(X) sending [L] to the
class of its “zero section in X”: given that L is invertible, it is a flat OX-module,
so there is an inclusion L ⊆ L ⊗OX

K(X), where K(X) is understood as a constant
sheaf on X. Due to the local triviality of L, L ⊗OX

K(X) is locally isomorphic to
K(X), but the obstruction to a global isomorphism is H1(X,K(X)×) = 0, so up to
a choice of element in K(X)×, we get an inclusion L ⊆ K(X). For any codimension
1 subvariety V ⊆ X, we define the order of L (with respect to the previously defined
inclusion) at V to be ordX,V (L) := ordX,V (s), where s is a free generator of L in a
neighbourhood of ηV . This is clearly independent of the choice of s, and we define
the cycle

∑
ordX,V (L) · V ∈ Zn−1 which we call a zero section of L.

The construction makes it clear that the zero section is well-defined up to linear
equivalence. When X is smooth (in fact, local factoriality suffices, [Ha2, Corollary
II.6.16]) this map is an isomorphism. We write c1(L) for the image of [L], and
conversely for D ∈ Zn−1, O(D) for the unique (up to isomorphism) invertible sheaf
with c1(O(D)) rationally equivalent to D.

Definition 1.3.3. Let Y ⊆ X be a closed subscheme with irreducible components
Y1, . . . , Ym. Let nYi , 1 ≤ i ≤ m, be the length of the Artinian ring OX,Yi . We define
the class of Y in X, to be the cycle [Y ] =

∑
1≤i≤k nYi · Yi ∈ Z•(X).

By abuse of notation, we will also write [Y ] for the class of the cycle in CH•(X).
For V a subvariety, [V ] = 1 · V . We will prefer this notation.

Example 1.3.2. If X is smooth of dimension n, then D 7→ [D] gives an isomorphism
between the group of effective Cartier divisors (subschemes with invertible ideal sheaf)
and Zn−1(X) ([Ha2, Proposition II.6.11]). We will simply write O(D) for O([D]).

Functorial properties

Let f : X → Y be a proper morphism of schemes over F . for any subvariety V ⊆ X,
we have thatW := f(V ) ⊆ Y is a subvariety since f is closed. The induced dominant
map of V onto W gives an inclusion K(W ) ⊆ K(V ). If dimW = dimV = k, then
this is a finite field extension since K(W ) and K(V ) are finitely generated and have
the same transcendence degree over F .

Definition 1.3.4. Let f : X → Y , V and W be as above. We define a graded
homomorphism f∗ : Z•(X)→ Z•(Y ) by f∗([V ]) = 0 if dimW < dimV , and f∗([V ]) =
[K(V ) : K(W )] · [W ] if dimW = dimV .
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This assignment is functorial in the sense that for two proper morphisms f :
X → Y and g : Y → Z we have g∗ ◦ f∗ = (g ◦ f)∗. Indeed, with V a subvariety
of X, W = f(V ), U = g(W ) = (g ◦ f)(V ), if any are of different dimension, then
g∗(f∗([V ])) = (g ◦ f)∗([V ]) = 0. Otherwise, we have g∗(f∗([V ])) = [K(W ) : K(U)] ·
[K(V ) : K(W )] · [U ] = [K(V ) : K(U)] · [U ] = (g ◦ f)∗[U ].

Proposition 1.3.1. If α ∈ Zk(X) is rationally equivalent to zero, then f∗(α) ∈
Zk(Y ) is rationally equivalent to zero. In particular, f∗ induces a well-defined graded
homomorphism f∗ : CH•(X)→ CH•(Y ).

Proof. See [Fu, Theorem 1.4].

Example 1.3.3. Let i : Y → X be a closed immersion. Since closed immersions are
proper, we get a map i∗ : CH•(Y )→ CH•(X). Thinking of Y as a closed subscheme,
this says that the inclusion on cycles defined above induces a map on Chow groups.

Example 1.3.4. If X is a proper scheme over F , then we call the pushforward of
the structure morphism on CH0 the degree map deg : CH0(X)→ CH0(SpecF ) = Z.
This map is easily described: for a closed point P ∈ X, deg([P ]) = [κ(P ) : F ], where
κ(P ) is the residue field of the local ring OX,P . If F is algebraically closed, then in
particular we have deg(

∑
ni[Pi]) =

∑
ni and this “point count” is invariant under

rational equivalence.

Definition 1.3.5. Let f : X → Y be a flat morphism of relative dimension n. For
k ≥ 0, we define homomorphisms f ∗ : Zk(Y ) → Zn+k(X) by [V ] 7→ [f−1(V )], where
V is a k-dimensional subvariety of Y and f−1(V ) denotes the scheme-theoretic inverse
image.

Note that the dimensions work out due to the flatness hypothesis (Proposi-
tion 1.1.3).

Proposition 1.3.2. Let f : X → Y be flat of relative dimension n. For any closed
subschemes Z ⊆ Y , f ∗[Z] = [f−1(Z)]. If α ∈ Zk(X) is rationally equivalent to zero,
then f ∗(α) is as well.

Proof. See Lemma 1.7 and Theorem 1.7 of [Fu].

These two facts imply that f ∗ induces a map CHk(Y )→ CHn+k(X) and that if
g : Y → Z is flat of relative dimension m, f ∗ ◦ g∗ = (g ◦ f)∗.

Example 1.3.5. Any scheme over F of pure dimension n is flat of relative dimension
n over SpecF . Hence given a scheme Y , we have that the projection π : X×F Y → Y
is flat of relative dimension n, and π∗[Z] = [X ×Z] for any closed subscheme Z of Y
(here we apply π∗ on each graded piece of CH•(Y )).
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Example 1.3.6. Let π : E → X be a vector bundle of rank n. This is flat of relative
dimension n, and all pullback maps π∗ : CHk(X)→ CHn+k(E) are isomorphisms and
CHk(E) = 0 for 0 ≤ k < n ([Fu, Theorem 3.3]). In particular, CH•(A

n) is generated
by [An].

Example 1.3.7. Let j : U → X be an open immersion. j is flat of relative dimension
0 so we get a graded homomorphism i∗ : CH•(X)→ CH•(U) sending [V ] to [j−1(V )].
In particular, cycles whose subvarieties are contained in X − j(U) are sent to 0.

Proposition 1.3.3. Let i : Z → X be a closed immersion, with j : U → X the open
immersion given by the inclusion of U = X \ i(Z) into X. The sequence

CH•(Z)
i∗−→ CH•(X)

j∗−→ CH•(U)→ 0

is exact.

Proof. See [Fu, Proposition 1.8].

Affine stratifications

We explain a nice class of schemes for which it is easy to determine generators for the
Chow groups, following the exposition of [EH2, §1.3.5].

Definition 1.3.6. Let X be a scheme. A stratification of X is a finite collection of
locally closed subvarieties of X, {Ui}, such that

⋃
Ui = X is a disjoint union and the

closure of any Ui is a union of some Uj. We call the elements of the collections cells.
We call a stratification affine if each Uj is isomorphic to an affine space.

If any two Ui have the same closure then they are equal. Indeed, letting Y be the
shared closure of cells U1 and U2, we have by local closure that U1 and U2 are open
subsets of Y . Since Y is irreducible, we must have that U1 ∩ U2 ̸= ∅, hence U1 = U2.
Thus we get a partial order on cells by setting Uj ≤ Ui if Uj ⊆ U i.

Proposition 1.3.4. Let X be a scheme. If X admits an affine stratification with
cells Ui (i = 1, . . . , n), then CH•(X) is generated by the classes [U i].

Proof. We proceed by induction on the number of cells. If there is only one, then
this follows from the computation of CH•(A

m). Suppose n > 1. Since the cells
form a finite poset, there is a minimal element Uj, which by minimality must be
closed in X. X \ Uj has an affine stratification with n − 1 cells, so by induction
CH•(X \ Uj) is generated by the classes of their closures. Then, the exact sequence
CH•(Uj) → CH•(X) → CH•(X \ Uj) → 0 implies that CH•(X) is generated by [Uj]
and the [U i], i ̸= j.
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Example 1.3.8. Using a complete coordinate flag, we have an ascending sequence
of closed subvarieties P0 ⊆ P1 ⊆ · · · ⊆ Pn, with Ui = Pi \ Pi−1 ∼= Ai for i ≥ 1 and
U0 := P0 = A0. These are all disjoint and U i = Pi =

⋃
0≤j≤i Uj for 0 ≤ i ≤ n, so

we have an affine stratification. By Proposition 1.3.4, CH•(P
n) is generated by the

classes [Pi]. In fact, these form a Z-basis of CH•(P
n).

1.3.2 Intersection products

Normal Cones and Gysin maps

Let X be of pure dimension n. We adopt the notation that CHk(X) := CHn−k(X)
and set CH•(X) =

⊕
k≥0CH

k(X). Notice that with this grading, flat pullbacks are
graded homomorphisms. We want to generalise the class of morphisms which have
well-behaved pullbacks.

Definition 1.3.7. Let π : E → X be a vector bundle of constant rank, X pure
dimensional. For any section s : X → E we define the Gysin map s∗ : CH•(E) →
CH•(X) to be (π∗)−1 (see Example 1.3.6).

Definition 1.3.8. Let i : Y → X be a closed immersion with ideal sheaf I ⊆ OX .
The normal cone of Y in X is defined to be CYX := Spec

⊕
k≥0 Ik/Ik+1.

Note that the quasicoherent X-algebra
⊕

k≥0 Ik/Ik+1 descends to a quasicoher-
ent Y -algebra. In this way, CYX is given the structure of a Y -scheme. If X has pure
dimension n, then so does CYX for any closed subscheme Y of X ([Fu, B.6.6]).

Definition 1.3.9. Let i : Y → X be a closed immersion. We define the specialisation
to the normal cone σ : Zk(X) → Zk(CYX) by [V ] 7→ [CY×XV V ], V a k-dimensional
subvariety of X.

Proposition 1.3.5. Let i : Y → X be as above. If α ∈ Zk(X) is rationally equivalent
to zero, then so is σ(α).

Proof. See [Fu, Proposition 5.2].

IfX is equidimensional, we get a well-defined graded homomorphism σ : CH•(X)→
CH•(CYX), since CYX is also equidimensional with dimCYX = dimX.

Definition 1.3.10. A closed immersion i : Y → X is said to be a regular embedding
of codimension d if the ideal sheaf is locally generated by a regular sequence of length
d.

Example 1.3.9. The inclusion of an effective Cartier divisor is a regular embedding
of codimension 1.
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Proposition 1.3.6. Let S be a scheme and X, Y smooth S-schemes of relative dimen-
sions n and m respectively. A locally finite presentation closed immersion i : Y → X
over S is a regular embedding of codimension n−m.

Proof. See [Gr2, Theorem 17.12.1].

Example 1.3.10. Let X,Y be varieties over F , with Y smooth of dimension n. For
any morphism of varieties f : X → Y , the graph map Γf : X → X ×F Y is a closed
immersion. It is also a morphism over X, and since X ×F Y is smooth over X of
relative dimension n, Γf is a regular embedding of codimension n by Proposition 1.3.6.

Proposition 1.3.7. If i : Y → X is a regular embedding with ideal sheaf I, then
CYX is Y -isomorphic to the normal bundle of Y in X, i.e. the vector bundle NYX
with sheaf of sections (I/I2)∨.

Proof. See [Fu, B.6.2].

We can now formulate the following pullback homomorphism:

Definition 1.3.11. The Gysin homomorphism for a regular embedding i : Y → X
is a graded homomorphism i∗ : CH•(X)→ CH•(Y ) defined to be the composite of σ
with the Gysin map of a section s of the normal cone/bundle of Y in X.

The Chow ring of smooth varieties

Let X be smooth over F . It follows that the diagonal embedding δ : X → X×FX is a
regular embedding since both schemes are smooth over F . Suppose Y is smooth and
we have a morphism f : X → Y . The graph morphism Γf = id×f : X → X ×F Y
is a closed immersion (since Y is separated over F , δ : Y → Y ×F Y is a closed
immersion; Γf is the base change of δ by f × id : X ×F Y → Y ×F Y ), and hence a
regular embedding since X ×F Y is smooth.

For X,Y schemes and n,m ≥ 0, there is a bilinear map × : Zn(X)× Zm(Y ) →
CHn+m(X ×F Y ) given by ([V ], [W ]) 7→ [V ×F W ] for subvarieties V ⊆ X, W ⊆ Y
of dimensions n and m respectively. For a fixed subvariety V ⊆ X, the induced
homomorphism Zm(Y )→ CHn+m(X×F Y ), α 7→ [V ]×α corresponds to flat pullback
by V ×F Y → Y and hence sends rationally equivalent cycles to the same class in
CHn+m(X ×F Y ). By symmetry, the same is true for the homomorphism induced
by selecting a subvariety W ⊆ Y . Thus, we get a bilinear map × : CHn(X) ×
CHm(Y ) → CHn+m(X ×F Y ). If X,Y are equidimensional, we can also write this
map as × : CHi(X)× CHj(Y )→ CHi+j(X ×F Y ).
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Definition 1.3.12. Let f : X → Y be a morphism of smooth varieties. For i, j ≥ 0,
we define multiplication maps CHi(X)×CHj(Y )→ CHi+j(X) by composing × with
(Γf )

∗.

In the special case of Y = X and f = idX , the multiplication map defined above
is just × followed by δ∗. We refer to this as multiplication on CH•(X). It does in
fact give CH•(X) the structure of a graded commutative ring:

Theorem 1.3.1. Let X,Y, Z be non-singular varieties over F and f : X → Y ,
g : Y → Z morphisms:

i. The map m : CH•(X) × CH•(X) → CH•(X) defined from the multiplication
maps on graded pieces makes CH•(X) into a commutative graded ring with unit 1X =
[X]. We will write the product of two classes as x · y or simply xy.

ii. The multiplication map induced by f makes CH•(X) into a graded CH•(Y )-
module. This defines a graded ring homomorphism f ∗ : CH•(Y ) → CH•(X). If f is
flat, f ∗ agrees with the flat pullback homomorphism. If f is a regular embedding, it
agrees with the Gysin homomorphism.

iii. The pullback homomorphism is functorial, i.e. f ∗ ◦ g∗ = (g ◦ f)∗.
iv. If f is proper, the so-called projection formula holds: for any x ∈ CH•(X)

and y ∈ CH•(Y ), f∗(x · f ∗(y)) = f∗(x) · y, i.e. f∗ is a CH•(Y )-homomorphism.

Proof. See Proposition 8.3 and Example 8.3.1 of [Fu].

We briefly explain a situation in which the intersection product has an easy
interpretation.

Definition 1.3.13. Let X be a scheme of pure dimension n. Let α, β ∈ Z•(X). The
cycles α and β are said to intersect properly if for any two subvarieties V,W ⊆ X
with the coefficients of [V ] in α and [W ] in β non-zero, V ∩W is of pure dimension
dimV + dimW − n if dimV + dimW − n ≥ 0, and empty otherwise. Two cycles
intersecting properly intersect transversely if moreover all irreducible components of
V ∩W have multiplicity one.

Proposition 1.3.8. Let X be a smooth variety with V,W ⊆ X closed subvarieties.
If [V ] and [W ] intersect transversely, then [V ] · [W ] =

∑
[Zi] in CH•(X), where Zi

are the subvarieties appearing as the irreducible components of Z = V ∩W .

Proof. See [Fu, Proposition 8.2].

Example 1.3.11 (Chow ring of Pn). Fix homogeneous coordinates x0, . . . , xn ∈
H0(Pn,O(1)). We have already seen that CHk(Pn) is generated by the class of the
codimension k linear subspace Pn−k ⊆ Pn defined by x0 = · · · = xk−1 = 0. For
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k = 0 or k = n the class is a free generator: this is obvious for k = 0 and follows
from the degree map for k = n, since deg([P ]) = 1, where P is the single rational
point with coordinates [0 : · · · : 1]. For k = 1, we can describe the generator as
x = c1(O(1)), hence any coordinate hyperplane xi = 0 defines the same generator.
We now argue by descending induction on k = n, . . . , 0 that [Pn−k] is a basis for
CHk(Pn). We have already done this for k = n. For the inductive case, we express
x = [H], with H defined by xk = 0. H intersects Pn−k transversely, with intersection
class [Pn−k−1]. But this gives a basis for CHk+1(Pn) ∼= Z by induction, so the map
CHk(Pn)→ CHk+1(Pn) given by multiplication by x is an isomorphism, hence [Pn−k]
must be a basis for CHk(Pn). In fact, it follows from this argument that xk = [Pn−k]
and CH•(Pn) ∼= Z[ζ]/(ζn+1) by a map sending x to ζ.

The above computation is in fact a special case of a much more general result:

Theorem 1.3.2. Let E be a locally free sheaf of rank r + 1 on a smooth scheme X.
Let π : P(E)→ X be the associated projective bundle, with twisting sheaf OP(E)(1).

i. CH•(P(E)) is a free CH•(X)-module (via π∗) of rank r+1 with basis 1, x, . . . , xr,
x = c1(OP(E)(1)).

ii. For α =
∑

0≤k≤r αk · xk ∈ CH•(P(E)), π∗(α) = αr.

Proof. See Theorem 9.6 and Lemma 9.7 of [EH2].

1.3.3 Torus equivariant Chow groups

Throughout this section, F will denote an algebraically closed ground field and all
schemes are separated, finite type F -schemes.

Definition 1.3.14. An affine algebraic group over F is an F -group scheme which
is a finite type affine F -scheme. A homomorphism of affine algebraic groups is an
F -morphism φ : G → H such that for each F -algebra A, φ(A) : G(A) → H(A) is a
group homomorphism.

Example 1.3.12. As noted in Example 1.1.8, GLn is an affine algebraic group. In
particular, Gm := GL1 is an affine algebraic group which is also commutative.

Definition 1.3.15. A torus is an affine algebraic group T which is isomorphic to∏
1≤i≤nGm for some n ≥ 1.

Remark 1.3.1. Over an arbitrary field F , this definition corresponds to the notion
of a split torus.
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Definition 1.3.16. Let G be an affine algebraic group. The character group of G,
X(G) := HomF (G,Gm), is the group of homomorphisms from G to Gm with multi-
plication defined pointwise, i.e., for χ, χ′ ∈ X(G), χ · χ′ is given by the composition

G×F G
χ×χ′
−−−→ Gm ×Gm

m−→ Gm

Since Gm is commutative, it is clear that character groups are abelian.

Proposition 1.3.9. For n ≥ 1, let T = (Gm)
n. The homomorphism Zn → X(T )

defined by sending the i-th standard basis element ei to the projection pi : T → Gm

onto the i-th factor is an isomorphism.

Proof. Injectivity is clear by looking at F -points. For surjectivity, see [Mi2, Lemma
12.4], noting that OT (T ) ∼= k[Zn] as Hopf algebras.

Definition 1.3.17. For an affine algebraic group G, a G-scheme is an algebraic
scheme X and an action map φ : G ×F X → X such that for all F -algebras A,
φ(A) : G(A)×X(A)→ X(A) is a group action of G(A).

Remark 1.3.2. This condition can be expressed without the functor of points through
various identities combining the multiplication and inverse morphisms on G and φ.
Indeed, each axiom of the group action gives some identity on natural transformations
of the functor of points. As a consequence, we see that is X and G are reduced, it
suffices to check that φ(F ) : G(F )×X(F )→ X(F ) gives a group action.

A morphism of G-schemes f : X → Y is said to be equivariant if the maps
f(A) : X(A) → Y (A) are G(A)-equivariant for all F -algebras A. Again as in the
above remark, if all G,X and Y are reduced, we need only verify this is the case
A = F .

Digression on principal bundles

Following [To, p. 12], we make the following definition:

Definition 1.3.18. Let G be an affine algebraic group. Let π : X → Y be a flat,
surjective morphism of schemes such that X is a G-scheme and the action morphism
φ : G×F X → X is a Y -morphism. We say that π : X → Y is a principal G-bundle
if idX ×φ : G×F X → X ×Y X is an isomorphism.

Example 1.3.13. For any base Y , the trivial G-bundle π : G×F Y → Y with the G-
action given by left multiplication on the first factor of G×F Y is a principal bundle.
More generally, a Zariski locally trivial G-bundle is a G-scheme X and projection
π : X → Y commuting with the group action such that there exists an open cover Ui
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of Y for which the restricted projections π−1(Ui)→ Ui are trivial G-bundles. All the
properties of a principal bundle can be proved locally on the base, so these are also
principal G-bundles.

Proposition 1.3.10. Let G be GLn or a torus, and Y a scheme. Every principal
G-bundle over Y is Zariski locally trivial.

We briefly sketch a proof as it is instructive on the nature of principal bundles;
for proper references see [EG, p. 37].

Sketch of proof. By the very definition of a prinicipal bundle, it is “fppf locally triv-
ial”, fppf being the condition that a morphism is flat, surjective and of finite pre-
sentation. Namely, X → Y itself gives such a trivialization (recall our assumptions
on X and Y ). In analogy with the classification of twisted forms obtained in Sec-
tion 1.2.3, fppf locally trivial G-bundles over Y are classified by a suitably defined
first cohomology group whose elements are represented by descent data. In this case,
the automorphism “sheaf” of the trivial G-bundle is merely the functor of points of
G restricted to the so-called “small fppf site” on Y . Now, in the case of G = GLn,
as in Example 1.2.5, fpqc descent for locally free sheaves (cf. Example 1.1.16) shows
that one need only consider Zariski open covers to represent all possible elements of
H1(Yfppf ,GLn), which is in fact exactly the content of the proposition for G = GLn.
For tori, it then suffices to reduce to Gm via the direct sum decomposition.

Definition 1.3.19. Let X be a G-scheme. A categorical quotient for the action of G
on X is a scheme Y and a G-invariant morphism π : X → Y such that for any other
G-invariant morphism of schemes f : X → Z, there is a unique morphism g : Y → Z
such that g ◦ π = f .

Of course, it follows by standard universal property arguments that categorical
quotients are unique up to unique isomorphism.

Definition 1.3.20. Let X be a G-scheme. We say that X admits a principal bundle
quotient X/G if there is a scheme X/G and a morphism π : X → X/G which makes
X into a principal G-bundle over X/G.

Lemma 1.3.1. Let G be GLn or a torus. A principal bundle quotient for a reduced
G-scheme X is a categorical quotient for the action of G on X.

Proof. Let f : X → Z be a G-invariant morphism and let π : X → X/G = Y be a
principal bundle quotient. The uniqueness of any factorization of f through Y follows
from the fact that π is fpqc (Proposition 1.1.10). To see existence, we first consider
the case where X is the trivial bundle. Then there is a section s : Y → X of π, and
for any closed point x ∈ X, s(π(x)) is in the orbit of x. Since X is reduced and Z is
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separated, f is determined by how it maps closed points, and hence f = (f ◦ s) ◦ π.
In the general case, by Proposition 1.3.10, π : X → Y is locally Zariski trivial, hence
for an open cover Ui of Y , we have maps gi : Ui → Z such that f |π−1(Ui) = gi ◦ π.
Uniqueness then shows that these maps glue to give the desired factorization.

Corollary 1.3.1. Let G be GLn or a torus. Let X be a reduced G-scheme. For any
two principal bundles quotients π : X → Y and π′ : X → Y ′ of X, there exists an
isomorphism φ : Y → Y ′ such that φ ◦ π = π′.

Example 1.3.14. The projection π : U = An+1 \ {O} → Pn given by the standard
coordinates t0, . . . , tn ∈ OU(U) is a principal Gm-bundle. Indeed, it is trivial on the
open subschemes Ui ⊆ Pn given by xi ̸= 0 for 0 ≤ i ≤ n. If X ⊆ Pn is a closed
subscheme, then U ×Pn X → X is also a principal Gm-bundle, and is exactly the
affine cone of X with the vertex removed.

Proposition 1.3.11. Let G be an affine algebraic group. For every n ≥ 1, there exists
an affine space V with a linear G-action and a G-stable open subscheme U ⊆ V with
codim(V \ U) > n such that there exists a principal bundle quotient U → U/G.

Proof. See [EG, Lemma 9].

Proposition 1.3.12. Let G be GLn or a torus. Let U be a reduced G-scheme with
a principal bundle quotient U/G. If X is any reduced G-scheme, then X × U with
the diagonal G-action admits a principal bundle quotient (X × U)/G such that the
induced diagram

X × U U

(X × U)/G U/G

is a fibre square.

We give essentially the same proof as [EG, Proposition 23].

Proof. First, we consider the case of a trivial principal bundle G × Y → Y , with Y
reduced. Then the morphism π : X × G × Y → X × Y given (on closed points) by
π(x, g, y) = (g−1x, y) is easily seen to give a principal G-bundle. Moreover, it fits into
the fibre square

X ×G× Y G× Y

X × Y Y

π
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Cover U/G with open subschemes Vi such that p : U → U/G becomes trivial over each
Vi. Then by the above argument, the open subschemes X × p−1(Vi) have morphisms
πi : X × p−1(Vi)→ (X × p−1(Vi))/G. The uniqueness of quotients identifies the open
subschemes πi(X×(Vi∩Vj)) and πj(X×(Vi∩Vj)), so we may glue the (X×p−1(Vi))/G
into a scheme Z, and glue the morphisms (X×p−1(Vi))/G→ Vi and πi into Z → U/G
(this is why Z is separated over F ) and π : X×U → Z, respectively. Checking locally
shows that

X × U U

Z U/G

π

is a fibre square and that π : X × U → Z is a principal G-bundle.

Lemma 1.3.2. Let G be a GLn or a torus and X a smooth G-scheme. A principal
bundle quotient Y is smooth if it exists.

Proof. Since in any case G is connected, we may assume X is connected and hence a
non-singular variety of some dimension n. Let m = dimG, then we have by Proposi-
tion 1.1.3 that Y is irreducible of dimension dimX/G = n −m. By [Ha2, Theorem
II.8.15], it suffices to show that ΩY/F is locally free of this rank. This can be checked
Zariski locally, in which case by Proposition 1.3.10, we may assume we have a trivial
bundle p : Y ×G→ Y . As in any case G is smooth, it follows that p∗ΩY/F is locally
free of rank dimX/G using the direct sum decomposition of ΩY×G/F ([BLR, Propo-
sition 2.1/4]). Since p is fpqc, it follows that ΩY/F is also a locally free sheaf of rank
dimX/G by Example 1.1.16.

Definition 1.3.21. Let G be an affine algebraic group and X a reduced G-scheme.
A vector bundle p : E → X together with a G-action on E is a G-equivariant vector
bundle if the diagram

E E

X X

g

g

commutes for all g ∈ G(F ), and the action on fibres Ex → Egx is linear.

Example 1.3.15. Let π : X → Y be a principal G-bundle, with both X and Y
reduced. Let E be a vector bundle on Y . Then for g ∈ G(F ), we have the obvious
maps id×g : E ×Y X → E ×Y X. This gives π∗E the structure of a G-equivariant
vector bundle on X.
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Proposition 1.3.13. Let π : X → Y be a principal G-bundle with X and Y reduced.
The functor E 7→ π∗E from vector bundles on Y to G-equivariant vector bundles on
X is an equivalence of categories.

Proof. This is a special case of [Vi, Theorem 4.46] (note that π : X → Y is a
G-torsor by [Vi, Proposition 4.43] where we take coverings to be fppf morphisms.
That the stack condition is satisfied for vector bundles is essentially the content of
Example 1.1.16).

Remark 1.3.3. If X is a T -scheme admitting a principal bundle quotient Y , and E ′

is an equivariant vector bundle on X, then the associated vector bundle E on Y is
such that there is a fibre square

E ′ X

E Y

p

Since by hypothesis p is T -equivariant, this implies that E ′ → E is a principal T -
bundle. Thus, equivariant vector bundles on X have quotients E/T on Y with a
vector bundle structure.

Definition of the equivariant Chow groups

Throughout this section, T is a torus. A representation V of T will mean an affine
space on which T acts by linear automorphisms. Since the notation can get rather
cumbersome, we will sometimes write CH•X for CH•(X).

We follow the presentation of [To, §2.2-2.3].

Definition 1.3.22. Let X be a non-singular variety with a T -action. Choose a
representation V of T and a closed subset S ⊆ V such that U := V \ S is T -stable
and has a principal bundle quotient for the action of T . For i < codim(S), define the
T -equivariant codimension i Chow group of X by CHi

T (X) := CHi((X × U)/T ).

Proposition 1.3.14. Definition 1.3.22 gives well-defined equivariant Chow groups in
all codimensions.

Proof. By Proposition 1.3.11, we can indeed find representations V and closed subsets
S which define CHi

T (X) for all i ≥ 0, so we must show that the groups are independent
of this choice.
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First, we keep the representation fixed and vary the closed subset. In particular,
we shall show that for S1, S2 ⊆ V with the desired properties, there are natural
restriction maps CHj(X× (V \Si))/T → CHj(X× (V \S1∪S2))/T are isomorphisms
for j < codim(S1 ∪ S2) and i = 1, 2. To do so, it is sufficient to show that if a closed
subset S is such that V \ S is T -stable with principal bundle quotient, then for any
closed subset S ′ containing S, the induced open immersion i : (X × (V \ S))/T →
(X × (V \ S ′))/T is such that i∗ : CHi(X × (V \ S))/T → CHi(X × (V \ S ′))/T is an
isomorphism for i < codim(S ′). Let U = V \ S, and π : X × U → (X × U)/T be the
quotient map. Since S ′ \S is T -stable in U , hence X × (S ′ \S) is T -stable in X ×U ,
we have that it is the inverse image of π(X × (S ′ \ S)), and so by the flatness of π,

codim(π(X × (S ′ \ S))) = codim(X × (S ′ \ S)) ≥ codim(S ′).

By the exact sequence of Proposition 1.3.3, i∗ is an isomorphism in codimensions
i < codim(S ′).

Now suppose V and W are representations with chosen closed subsets SV and
SW , respectively, with n = min(codim(SV ), codim(SW )). We may identify X × (V ×
W \ SV ×W ) with the vector bundle W × (X × (V \ SV )) → X × (V \ SV ). The
T -action gives this the structure of T -equivariant vector bundle, so Remark 1.3.3
shows that pW : (W × (X × (V \ SV )))/T → (X × (V \ SV ))/T is a vector bundle.
This gives isomorphisms p∗W : CHi(X × (V \ SV ))/T → CHi(W × (X × (V \ SV )))/T
for all i by Example 1.3.6, and reversing the role of V and W , gives an isomorphism
p∗V : CHi(X × (W \ SW ))/T → CHi(V × (X × (W \ SW )))/T . Then by the first part,
CHi(X × (V ×W \V ×SW ))/T and CHi(X × (V ×W \SV ×W ))/T agree for i < n,
so we get an identification of CHi(X × (V \ SV ))/T and CHi(X × (W \ SW ))/T for
i < n.

Example 1.3.16. Let X be a non-singular T -variety and Y ⊆ X a T -stable sub-
scheme. For any U as above, we get fibre square

Y × U X × U

(Y × U)/T (X × U)/T

and so can define a class [(Y ×U)/T ] ∈ CH•(X×U)/T . These classes are compatible
with the identifications of the above proof for different choices of U , and so we get a
well-defined class in CH•

T (X) which we call [Y ]. If Y is a subvariety of codimension
d, then [Y ] ∈ CHd

T (X).
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Intersection product and functoriality

Let f : X → Y be an equivariant morphism of non-singular T -varieties. Choosing a
representation V and a closed subset S, it follows from Proposition 1.3.12 that the
induced diagram, with U = V \ S

X × U Y × U

(X × U)/T (Y × U)/T

f×id

f̃

is a fibre square. Since Y × U → (Y × U)/T is fpqc, f̃ is proper (resp, a regular
embedding) if f is. Thus for proper f of relative codimension d, we get induced
homomorphisms f̃∗ : CHi(X × U)/T → CHi+d(Y × U)/T . Since in the proof of
Proposition 1.3.14 the identifications of the groups CHi

T (X) for various choices of
representation V and closed subset S ⊆ V are given by flat pullbacks, we can extend
this to a well-defined operation f∗ : CH

i
T (X)→ CHi+d

T (Y ) for all i. In particular, we
obtain fibre squares of the form

(X × U ′)/T (Y × U ′)/T

(X × U)/T (Y × U)/T

f̃ ′

p q

f̃

where the vertical maps are flat and induce isomorphisms on Chow groups below a
certain codimension. By [Fu, Proposition 1.7], we have that f̃ ′ ◦ p∗ = q∗ ◦ f̃ , so the
choice of representation will not change the pushforward.

Since (X × U)/T and (Y × U)/T are also non-singular (Lemma 1.3.2), we have
arbitrary pullbacks and multiplication in the Chow ring. The former is defined anal-
ogously to proper pushforwards, and can be seen to be well-defined by the analogous
diagram and the fact that pullbacks are functorial. To multiply classes α ∈ CHi

T (X)
and β ∈ CHj

T (X), choose a representation V such there is a closed subset S of codi-
mension i+ j with the necessary properties on U = V \S. Then α, β are represented
in CH•(X × U)/T and their product is defined by αβ ∈ CHi+j(X × U)/T . This is
well-defined by a similar argument to the first two cases, noting that a flat pullback
is a ring homomorphism.

By construction, it is clear that the functor from non-singular T -varieties and
equivariant morphisms to graded rings X 7→ CH•

T (X) also enjoys the properties of
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Theorem 1.3.1. Indeed, it suffices to apply these properties on ordinary Chow rings
after making a suitable choice of U such that all the involved classes can be defined.

Example 1.3.17. Let ∗ = SpecF . We construct a homomorphism φ : X(T ) →
CH1

T (∗) as follows: given a character χ ∈ X(T ), one gets a T -representation on A1
F

via
T ×A1

F

χ×id−−−→ Gm ×A1
F

m−→ A1
F

where m gives the usual action of Gm on A1
F . Call it Vχ. This gives a T -equivariant

line bundle Vχ×U , and hence a line bundle Lχ on U/T , and we define φ(χ) = c1(Lχ),
where L is the invertible sheaf associated to Lχ. Note the T -equivariant isomorphism
Vχχ′ ∼= Vχ ⊗ Vχ′ (we view the tensor product as a tensor product of line bundles
over ∗). It follows that Lχχ′ ∼= Lχ ⊗ Lχ′ , so φ is a homomorphism. This defines a
homomorphism of graded rings Sym•X(T )→ CH•

T (∗).

Corollary 1.3.2. Let X, Y be non-singular T -varieties. Let R = Sym•X(T ). Then
CH•

T (X) and CH•
T (Y ) are both graded R-algebras. If f : X → Y is a T -equivariant

proper morphism, then f∗ is R-linear. For arbitrary T -equivariant f , f ∗ is also R-
linear.

Proof. The R-algebra structure comes from the pullback of the structural morphism
s : X → SpecF , i.e. for c ∈ R and x ∈ CH•(X), c·x = s∗(φ(x))x. Letting f : X → Y
be a proper T -equivariant morphism, where sX and sY are the structural morphisms
of X and Y respectively, it follows that for x ∈ CH•

T (X) and c ∈ R,

c · f∗(x) = s∗Y (φ(c))f∗(x) = f∗(f
∗(s∗Y (φ(c)))x) = f∗(s

∗
X(φ(c))x) = f∗(c · x).

For pullbacks, R-linearity follows from the functoriality of pullbacks.

Proposition 1.3.15. For ∗ = SpecF , CH•
T (∗) is isomorphic to R as an R-algebra.

Proof. Fix an isomorphism T ∼= (Gm)
r and let t1, . . . , tr be the induced homomor-

phisms to each factor. Define the representation Vi, which is given by scaling by ti
the n + 1-dimensional affine space Vi with origin O. It follows from Example 1.3.14
that U =

∏r
i=0 Vi \{O} ⊆

⊕r
i=0 Vi = V with the diagonal T -action admits a principal

bundle quotient U/T =
∏r

i=0P
n and we have that codim(V \ U) < n. Repeated

applications of the projective bundle theorem show that for any n ≥ 1, CH•(U/T ) is
generated as a Z-algebra by xi = π∗

i ([H]) ∈ CH1(U/T ), i = 1, . . . , r, where H ⊆ Pn

is a hyperplane and πi is the i-th projection map. Considering the ti as elements of
X(T ), we now need only show that ti · 1U/T = xi for i = 1, . . . , r.

The line bundle associated to xi is π
∗
iO(1), so the pullback to U is T -equivariantly

isomorphic to π∗O(1)×
∏

j ̸=i Vi \{O}, where π : Vi \{O} → Pn is the quotient for the
Gm-action on Vi. We are then reduced to showing that π∗O(1), as a Gm-equivariant
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line bundle, is isomorphic to L = Vi \ {O} × A1, where A1 is given the usual Gm-
action. The line bundle π∗O(1) is trivial on the open subschemes Wi defined by
xi ̸= 0, with transition functions xi/xj. For each i, define isomorphisms of vector
bundles fi : Wi×A1 → Wi×A1 by (x1, . . . , xn, y) 7→ (x1, . . . , xn, xiy) It is easily seen
that these glue to an isomorphism f : π∗O(1)→ L which is Gm-equivariant.

Following [EG, §2.2], we define the “forgetful homomorphism” to ordinary Chow
groups. Let U be an open subscheme of a T -representation such that CHj(X ×U)/T
defines the T -equivariant Chow groups of X for j < n. By Proposition 1.3.12, the
natural morphism (X ×U)/T → U/T has fibres isomorphic to X. Choosing a closed
point x ∈ U/T , this defines a closed immersion i : X ↪→ (X ×U)/T . Then for j < n,
we define the forgetful homomorphism by i∗ : CHj(X × U)/T → CHj(X). This does
not depend on the choice of x (see [EG, p. 6]). It is also independent of the choice of
U since pullbacks are functorial, so in total we get a homomorphism of graded rings
CH•

T (X)→ CH•(X).

Proposition 1.3.16. The forgetful homomorphism is natural with respect to proper
pushforwards and arbitrary pullbacks.

Proof. Let f : X → Y be an equivariant morphism of non-singular T -varieties. The
diagram

X Y

(X × U)/T (Y × U)/T

f

f̃

clearly commutes, and so functoriality of pullbacks implies naturality for arbitrary
pullbacks. If f is proper, then naturality of pushforwards follows from the fact that
the diagram is a fibre square and both closed immersions are regular embeddings
of codimension dimU/T by applying [Fu, Theorem 6.2] part a) and c), and Theo-
rem 1.3.1 part ii).

Localisation

We present two results from [Br] which elucidate the structure of T -equivariant Chow
groups.

Let X be a non-singular T -variety. We write XT for the fixed-point subscheme
of X. By [Mi2, Theorem 13.1], it is a smooth, closed subscheme of X.



1. PRELIMINARIES 57

Theorem 1.3.3. Let i : XT ↪→ X be the inclusion map. The homomorphism i∗ :
CH•

T (X
T ) → CH•

T (X) becomes an isomorphism after localisation to Q, the field of
fractions of R := Sym•X(T ).

Proof. [Br, Corollary 2.3.2].

For a (closed) point x ∈ XT , we have that for all t ∈ T (F ), t · x = x. Thus
one can associate to x a representation ρ : T (F ) → AutF (TanxX), which we will
often simply refer to by the underlying vector space TanxX. Let V be an F -linear
representation of T (F ). For a character χ ∈ X(T ), we say that a representation V
has weight χ, if, considering Gm(F ) as F

×, t · v = χ(t)v for all t ∈ T (F ) and v ∈ V .

Definition 1.3.23. Let X be a non-singular T -variety. A (closed) point x ∈ XT is
non-degenerate if TanxX decomposes as

⊕n
i=0 Vχi

, where each Vχi
is a one-dimensional

subrepresentation with non-zero weight χi.

If V and V ′ are one-dimensional representations of weight χ and χ′ respectively,
then HomT (V, V

′) ∼= F if χ = χ′ and is trivial otherwise. It follows that for a non-
degenerate point x ∈ X, the list of characters χi appearing in any decomposition of
TanxX as in Definition 1.3.23 is unique up to order.

Theorem 1.3.4. Let X be a non-singular T -variety and x ∈ XT a non-degenerate
fixed point with weights χ1, . . . , χn.

i. There exists a unique R-linear homomorphism ex,X : CH•
T (X)→ Q such that

ex,X([x]) = 1 and ex,X([Y ]) = 0 for any T -stable closed subscheme Y ⊆ X with x /∈ Y .

ii. For all smooth T -stable subvarieties Y ⊆ X containing x, ex,X([Y ]) =
ex,Y ([Y ])

iii. ex,X([X]) = 1/(χ1 . . . χn).

Proof. See [Br, Theorem 4.2].

Corollary 1.3.3. Let X be a non-singular T -variety such that all closed points x ∈
XT are non-degenerate. For any α ∈ CH•

T (X), we have that

α =
∑
x∈XT

ex,X(α) · [x]

in CH•
T (X)⊗R Q.

Proof. See [Br, Corollary 4.2].

Note that the sum makes sense since the non-degeneracy hypothesis requires that
TanxX

T = 0 for all closed points x ∈ XT , hence XT is the union of finitely many
closed points.
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1.4 Pure motives

For a field F , we write SmProjF for the full subcategory of smooth projective F -
schemes. The aim of this section is to introduce the category of effective Chow
motives, which is essentially a “linearisation” of SmProjF . Our exposition follows
[Ma], to which we will also defer most proofs.

1.4.1 Definition and first properties

First we fix our categorical terminology. A pre-additive category is a category C whose
hom-sets are endowed with the structure of an abelian group, and where composition
is bilinear with respect to this. An additive category is a pre-additive category where
all finite products exist. See [SP, Section 09SE].

Category of correspondences

We start by defining the category of correspondences, CorrF . The objects of this
category are the same as SmProjF . To make the distinction of categories clear, if
X is a smooth projective F -scheme, we will write X for the object in CorrF . The
set of morphisms in CorrF Hom(X,Y ) is defined to be CH•(X ×F Y ) (from here on,
unspecified products are over F ). An element of this set is called a correspondence.
By definition, correspondences have the structure of an abelian group. Two corre-
spondences α ∈ Hom(X,Y ) and β ∈ Hom(Y , Z) are composed by the convolution
product

p13∗(p
∗
12(α) · p∗23(β)) ∈ CH•(X × Z) = Hom(X,Z) (1.4.1)

where pij are the projection maps onto the i-th and j-th factors of X × Y × Z.
A correspondence α ∈ Hom(X,Y ) is said to be homogeneous of degree d if α ∈
CHdimX+d(X × Y ) (see Remark 1.4.1). The subgroup of degree d correspondences is
denoted by Homd(X,Y ).

Remark 1.4.1. So far, we have only defined a grading on the Chow groups by
codimension in the case of varieties. However, the connected components of smooth
projective schemesX,Y are varieties. LetX1, . . . , Xn be the connected components of
X and Y1, . . . , Ym those of Y . Then, CH•(X) canonically decomposes as

⊕
iCH•(Xi)

and likewise CH•(X × Y ) as
⊕

i,j CH•(Xi × Yj). We make the convention that

CHk(X) =
⊕

iCHdimXi−k(Xi) and CHdimX+d(X × Y ) =
⊕

i,j CHdimYj−dCH(Xi× Yj)
for all d, k ∈ Z. In the case of CH•(X), it is given a graded ring structure as the
direct product of the CH•(Xi). This is how we make sense of the multiplication in
Equation (1.4.1).

https://stacks.math.columbia.edu/tag/09SE
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Example 1.4.1. Let X,Y be smooth projective F -schemes and write X⊔Y for their
disjoint union. This is still a smooth projective F -scheme, and the object X ⊔ Y is
the direct sum X ⊕ Y

Proposition 1.4.1. Composition of correspondences is associative and additive. For
any smooth projective F -scheme X, the correspondence δ∗([X]) ∈ Hom(X,X) is the
identity morphism and homogeneous of degree zero. Degree is additive in the sense
that for α ∈ Homd(X,Y ) and β ∈ Home(Y , Z), β ◦ α ∈ Homd+e(X,Z).

Proof. Additivity is immediate from the definition. Associativity of composition and
the claimed identity morphism are treated in the lemma of [Ma, p. 446]. That the
identity is homogeneous of degree zero is immediate. Additivity of degrees under
composition is proven in the lemma of [Ma, p. 452].

Corollary 1.4.1. The category CorrF and its subcategory Corr0F consisting of only
the degree zero correspondences are both well-defined pre-additive categories.

Proposition 1.4.2. The assignment

X 7→ X, (Y
f−→ X) 7→ (f × idY )∗([Y ]) ∈ Hom0(X,Y )

gives a contravariant functor from SmProjF to Corr0F .

Proof. By definition, it is clear these correspondences are homogeneous of degree zero.
The functoriality is the content of the proposition of [Ma, p. 447].

Proposition 1.4.3. Both CorrF and Corr0F have finite products, hence are additive.

In particular, the product of objects Xi, 1 ≤ i ≤ n, is given by
∐n

i=1Xi.

Proof. See [Ma, p. 448].

As usual, a product A×B in an additive category can be given the structure of
a coproduct by defining coprojections idA×0 : A→ A×B and 0× idB : B → A×B.
We will call the (co)product the direct sum and write it A ⊕ B, writing pA, pB for
the projections and iA, iB for the coprojections. Much the same holds for any finite
products and we will retain the same conventions.

Category of effective Chow motives

Definition 1.4.1. An additive category C is idempotent complete if for any object X
in C and idempotent element ρ ∈ HomC(X,X), there is a direct sum decomposition
X = X1 ⊕ X2 corresponding to ρ. That is, there are objects X1 and X2 in C such
that X = X1 ⊕X2 and that iX1 ◦ pX1 = ρ.
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Definition 1.4.2. The idempotent completion Ĉ of an additive category C is a
pseudo-additive category whose objects consist of pairs (X, ρ), X an object of C
and ρ and idempotent endomorphism of X, with

HomĈ((X, ρX), (Y, ρY )) := ρY ◦ HomC(X, Y ) ◦ ρX

By construction, Ĉ is additive and idempotent complete, and there is a fully
faithful additive functor ι : C → Ĉ sending X to (X, idX).

Definition 1.4.3. The category of effective Chow motives MotF is defined to be the
idempotent completion of Corr0F . The motive of a smooth projective F -scheme X is
defined as M(X) := (X, idX).

Remark 1.4.2. Since it cannot cause confusion, given an idempotent p ∈ Hom0(X,X),
we will simply write (X, p) for (X, p).

By Proposition 1.4.2, the assignment X 7→ M(X) gives rise to a contravariant
functor M : SmProjF →MotF .

Example 1.4.2. The motive of P1
F decomposes as M(P1

F )
∼= M(SpecF )⊕L, where

L := (P1
F , 1P1

F
× [P ]). Indeed, by the projective bundle theorem, CH1(P1

F × P1
F ) is

generated by the classes H1 = [P1
F × {P}] and H2 = [{P} × P1

F ], for some rational
point P ∈ P1

F . Thus the class of the diagonal is of the form δY ∗(1Y ) = aH1 + bH2.
But it is clear looking at intersections that deg(Hi ·Hj) = δij. Similarly, one sees that
deg(Hi · δY ∗(1Y )) = 1, therefore we conclude that δY ∗(1Y ) = H1 +H2.

Now consider the idempotent morphism given by the compositionP1
F

p−→ SpecF
i−→

P1
F , with p the structural morphism and i the inclusion of P . Since i ◦ p is idem-

potent, its associated correspondence f ∈ Hom(M(P1
F ),M(P1

F )) is as well. It is
easy to see that the correspondences ci and cp associated to i and p give mutually
inverse isomorphisms between M(SpecF ) and (P1

F , f). It is a straighforward cal-
culation that f = H2, and hence H1 = δY ∗(1Y ) − H2 is idempotent and such that
M(P1

F ) = (P1
F , H2)⊕ (P1

F , H1), whence M(P1
F )
∼= M(SpecF )⊕ L.

Tensor products

At the level of CorrF , we define the tensor product X ⊗ Y by X × Y . As with
the tensor product in the category of modules, given f ∈ Hom(X,X ′) and g ∈
Hom(Y , Y ′), we define a correspondence

f ⊗ g = s23∗(p
∗
12(f)p

∗
34(g)) ∈ A•(X × Y ×X ′ × Y ′) = Hom(X ⊗ Y ,X ′ ⊗ Y ′)

where s23 : X×X ′×Y ×Y ′ ∼−→ X×Y ×X ′×Y ′ is the isomorphism interchanging
the 2nd and 3rd factor. This construction is functorial in the following sense:
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Lemma 1.4.1. For f1 ∈ Hom(X,X ′), f2 ∈ Hom(X ′, X ′′), g1 ∈ Hom(Y , Y ′), g2 ∈
Hom(Y ′, Y ′′), we have that (f2 ⊗ g2) ◦ (f1 ⊗ g1) = (f2 ◦ f1)⊗ (g2 ◦ g1).

Proof. This is the first lemma of [Ma, p. 448].

It is clear that if f and g are correspondences of degree 0, then f ⊗ g is as well,
so tensor products also make sense in Corr0F .

Definition 1.4.4. Let M = (X, p) and N = (Y, q) be motives. We define the tensor
product M ⊗N = (X × Y, p⊗ q).

Let M ′ = (X ′, p′) and N ′ = (Y ′, q′). If f ∈ Hom(M,M ′) and g ∈ Hom(N,N ′),
then

f ⊗ g = (p′ ◦ f ◦ p)⊗ (q′ ◦ g ◦ q) = (p′⊗ q′) ◦ (f ⊗ g) ◦ (p⊗ q) ∈ Hom(M ⊗N,M ′⊗N ′),

so the functorial properties transfer to motives as well, namely the identity (f ′ ◦ f)⊗
(g′ ◦ g) = (f ′ ⊗ g′) ◦ (f ⊗ g).

1.4.2 Tate motives

Definition 1.4.5. Let n ≥ 0, we define the motive Z(n) to be the n-th fold tensor
product L⊗n, where L is the motive defined in Example 1.4.2. If M is a motive, then
we write M(n) for M ⊗ Z(n).

Proposition 1.4.4. The abelian group of homomorphisms Hom(Z(n),Z(m)) is iso-
morphic to Z and generated by the identity if n = m, and is trivial otherwise.

Proof. See [Ma, p. 454].

There is the following vast generalization of Example 1.4.2:

Theorem 1.4.1. Let Y be a smooth projective F -scheme and E a locally free sheaf
of rank r + 1 on X. The motive of the projective bundle X = P(E) decomposes as

M(X) ∼=
r⊕
i=0

M(Y )(i)

Proof. See [Ma, §7].

Definition 1.4.6. Let M,N be motives. For any n ≥ 0 and f ∈ Hom(M,N), we
define fn = f ⊗ idZ(n) ∈ Hom(M(n), N(n)).



1. PRELIMINARIES 62

It is clear that (f ◦g)n = fn ◦gn and that (idM)n = idM(n). Thus, the assignment
M 7→M(n) gives an endofunctor of MotF . It is in fact fully faithful, see the lemma
of [Ma, p. 458].

Definition 1.4.7. Let M and N be motives and i ∈ Z. We define the group
Homi(M,N) by Hom(M(n+i), N(n)) for n sufficiently large. Given f ∈ Homi(M1,M2)
and g ∈ Homj(M2,M3), we define g ◦ f ∈ Homi+j(M1,M3) by composing representa-
tives in Hom(M1(n+ i),M2(n)) and Hom(M2(n),M3(n− j)) for n sufficiently large.

This gives well-defined abelian groups and a well-defined composition law by full
faithfulness.

Proposition 1.4.5. Let X, Y be smooth projective F -schemes and Homi(X, Y ) the
group of degree i homogeneous correspondences. There is an isomorphism

Homi(X, Y )
∼−→ Homi(M(X),M(Y ))

which is compatible with composition.

Proof. See the proposition of [Ma, p. 459].

Remark 1.4.3. Proposition 1.4.5 shows that even though MotF is defined from
Corr0F , no information about correspondences is lost.

1.4.3 Identity principle

There is a natural anti-equivalence on CorrF called the transpose which fixes ob-
jects and maps correspondences by the isomorphism Hom(X,Y ) = CH•(X × Y ) →
CH•(Y ×X) = Hom(Y ,X) induced by the factor switching isomorphism X × Y ∼−→
Y ×X. We write αt for the image of a correspondence under this isomorphism.

Following [Ma, §3], for φ : Y → X be a morphism in SmProjF and x ∈ CH•(X),
we define the correspondences

cφ = (φ× idY )∗(1Y ) ∈ Hom(X,Y )

cx = δ∗(x) ∈ Hom(X,X)
(1.4.2)

Note that cφ is homogeneous of degree zero and that if x ∈ CHi(X) for some
i ≥ 0, then cx is homogeneous of degree i. For any smooth projective F -scheme S,
and correspondence α ∈ Hom(X,Y ), one has the natural induced map

α(S) : Hom(S,X)→ Hom(S, Y ), β 7→ α ◦ β
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Lemma 1.4.2. With the notation as above, one has that

cφ(S) = (φ× idS)
∗, ctφ(S) = (φ× idS)∗, cx(S) = multiplication by x× 1S

Proof. See the corollary of [Ma, p. 450].

Applying Yoneda’s lemma, Lemma 1.4.2 enables one to think of identities among
certain correspondences as “universal identities” among functorial maps on Chow
groups.

Proposition 1.4.6. Consider the full subcategory of the category of effective Chow
motives whose objects are finite direct sums of motives M(X)(i) = M(X) ⊗ Z(i),
with X a smooth projective F -scheme. Let M,N be objects in this subcategory, and
ψ ∈ Hom(M,N). If for all smooth projective F -schemes S, ψS : Hom•(M(S),M)→
Hom•(M(S), N) is an isomorphism, then M ∼= N .

Proof. Since we have a natural isomorphism Hom(M(S)(i),−) ∼= Homi(M(S),−)
(Proposition 1.4.5), the condition that ψS be an isomorphism implies that the induced
morphism Hom(M(S)(i),M) → Hom(M(S)(i), N) is an isomorphism. For a finite
direct sum M ′ =

⊕
kM(Sk)(ik), the universal property of direct sums

Hom(
⊕
k

M(Sk)(ik),−) ∼=
⊕
k

Hom(M(Sk)(ik),−)

similarly shows that the induced morphism by ψ, Hom(M ′,M) → Hom(M ′, N), is
an isomorphism. It follows from Yoneda’s lemma that M ∼= N .



Chapter 2

Main Result

2.1 Construction of the hyperplane section

2.1.1 Twisted Milnor hypersurfaces

Definition 2.1.1. Let A be a central simple algebra over F of degree n + 1. The
twisted Milnor hypersurface associated to A is defined as the scheme-theoretic inter-
section X(A) of the closed subschemes

SB(A)×F SB∨(A),Fl(n+ 1, n(n+ 1), A) ⊆ Gr(n+ 1, A)×F Gr(n(n+ 1), A)

In other words, we have an F -scheme X(A) representing the functor

X(A)(S) = {I1 ⊆ In ⊆ AS : I1, In right ideal subbundles of AS, rk Ik = k(n+ 1)}

In the case A = End(V ), the correspondence of Remark 1.2.6 shows that X(A)
is naturally isomorphic to Fl(V, 1, n). The functor of points of X(A) also shows that
for any field extension K/F , X(A ⊗F K) = X(A) ×F K. This shows that X(A)
is a twisted form of Fl(n + 1, 1, n). We thus conclude that the X(A) are smooth,
projective and geometrically integral and have dimension 2n− 1.

Remark 2.1.1. The variety Fl(n+1, 1, n) is called a Milnor hypersurface here since
it is embedded as a codimension-one subvariety of Pn

F × (Pn
F )

∨ by the canonical
inclusion.

Theorem 2.1.1. Define the SB(A)-module

F = HomASB(A)
(ASB(A)/ISB(A), ISB(A)),

where ISB(A) is the tautological sheaf of ideals of Definition 1.2.14. F is locally free
and X(A) is isomorphic to the projective bundle P(F) over SB(A).

64
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We will need some lemmas:

Lemma 2.1.1. Let S be an F -scheme and V an m-dimensional vector space over F .
Let E , E ′ ⊆ V ⊗ OS be local direct summands with corresponding right ideal sheaves
(c.f. Remark 1.2.6) I, I ′ ⊆ M = End(V ⊗ OS). There is a canonical isomorphism
of OS-modules HomOS

((V ⊗OS)/E , E ′)→ HomM(M/I, I ′).

Proof. ConsiderM as a rightM-module. We have the canonical isomorphismM→
HomM(M,M) of OS-modules, where f ∈M(U) maps to left-multiplication by f on
M(U). Then we have commuting diagrams

HomOS
(V ⊗OS, E ′) M

HomM(M, I ′) HomM(M,M)

∼ ∼

and
HomOS

((V ⊗OS)/E , V ⊗OS) M

HomM(M/I,M) HomM(M,M)

∼ ∼

To conclude the proof, we note that the intersections of the sub OS-modules given by
the images of the inclusions in the diagrams correspond to the images of the inclusions
HomOS

((V ⊗OS)/E , E ′) ↪→M and HomM(M/I, I ′) ↪→ HomM(M,M).

Lemma 2.1.2. Let R be an F -algebra and A a central simple F -algebra of degree m.
Let AR = A⊗F R, and let I ⊆ AR be a right ideal which is a direct summand of rank
m.

i. The R-module homomorphism f : R → EndAR
(I) given by f(1) = idI is an

isomorphism.

ii. Let P be a rank one direct summands (as R-modules) of HomAR
(AR/I, I).

There is a well-defined “kernel” of P in AR/I. Let IP be the corresponding right ideal
in AR. As an R-module, IP is a rank m(m− 1) direct summand. If IP = IQ for two
rank one direct summands P,Q ⊆ HomAR

(AR/I, I), then P = Q.

iii. Let R→ R′ be an extension of F -algebras. For a rank one direct summand
P ⊆ HomAR

(AR/I, I), let

P ′ = P ⊗R R′ ⊆ HomAR
(AR/I, I)⊗R R′ = HomAR′ (AR′/AR′I, I ⊗R AR′)

Then IP ⊗R R′ ⊆ HomAR′ (AR′/AR′I, I ⊗R AR′) is equal to IP ′.
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Proof. For i), by localization we can reduce to the case where R is a local ring. In
this case, I is free as an R-module so injectivity is clear. Let κ be the residue field of
R and consider the homomorphism

κ→ EndAR
(I)⊗R κ = EndAκ(I ⊗R κ)

This is simply f in the case R = κ, so by Nakayama’s lemma it suffices to prove this
map is surjective. This is the case since I ⊗R κ is a right ideal of Aκ of dimension m,
hence by Theorem 1.2.4, Aκ is split and so by Theorem 1.2.5 the endomorphism ring
of I ⊗R κ must be κ itself.

For ii), replace R with a localization Rf such that P ⊗R Rf is free. Let β ∈ P
be a generator, then β is surjective. To shows this, we may assume R is local with
residue field κ. Since P is a direct summand, β : Aκ/AκI → I ⊗R κ is non-trivial and
hence surjective since I⊗R κ is a simple Aκ-module. It then follows from Nakayama’s
lemma that β is surjective. Let J = ker β. J is a direct summand of AR/I of rank
m(m − 2) and independent of the choice of β, therefore these locally defined J glue
to give an ideal over the original ring with the same properties. It is then clear that
IP is a right ideal of AR which is a direct summand of rank m(m− 1). Now, suppose
for P,Q ⊆ HomAR

(AR/I, I) we have that IP = IQ. Passing to localizations on which
both P and Q are free, we get a commutative diagram

I I

AR/I

∼

β
β′

where β and β′ are generators of P and Q respectively. By i), AutAR
(I) = R×, so it

follows that P = Q.

For iii), since all involved R-modules are projective, kernels are preserved by
arbitrary base change. The equality is then immediate from the construction.

Proof of Theorem 2.1.1. First, we verify that F is in fact locally free. Let F̄ be an
algebraic closure of F , then since p : SB(A) ×F F̄ → SB(A) is fpqc, it is enough to
show that

p∗F ∼= Homp∗ASB(A)
(p∗ASB(A)/p

∗ISB(A), p
∗ISB(A))

is locally free. Since A ⊗F F̄ ∼= End(V ), with V an n + 1 dimensional vector space
over F̄ , settingM = End(V ⊗OSB(A)×F F̄ ), we have that p

∗F ∼= HomM(M/I, I ′) for
local direct summand right ideals I, I ′ ofM. Lemma 2.1.1 shows this is isomorphic
to a locally free OSB(A)×F F̄ -module. It also follows that the rank of F is n, so in
particular P(F) is a variety of dimension 2n− 1.
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Let R be an F -algebra. By the universal property of SB(A), an F -morphism
f : SpecR → SB(A) is equivalent to a choice of right ideal I ⊆ AR which is a
direct summand of rank n+ 1. Considering P(F) and X(A) as SB(A)-spaces, define
morphisms φ(R) : P(F)(R) → X(A) by φ(R)([P ]) = [I ⊆ IP ⊆ AR], with IP as in
Lemma 2.1.2 (here we are identifying quasi-coherent OSpecR-modules with their global
sections). By Lemma 2.1.2 ii) and iii) this gives a monomorphism φ : P(F)→ X(A).
Since both schemes are proper over SB(A), φ is proper and hence a closed immersion
([Gr2, Corollaire 18.12.6]). However, both schemes are F -varieties of dimension 2n−1,
so φ must be an isomorphism.

Corollary 2.1.1. The motive of X(A) decomposes as

M(X(A)) ∼=
n−1⊕
i=0

M(SB(A))(i)

Proof. Apply Theorem 1.4.1 to X(A) ∼= F .

2.1.2 The hyperplane section

Let A be a central simple algebra of degree n+ 1 over F and α ∈ A an element such
that F [α] is an étale F -algebra of degree n+ 1. To such a pair (A,α), we associate a
closed subscheme Y (A,α) of X(A), defined by

Y (A,α)(S) = {[I1 ⊆ In ⊆ AS] ∈ X(A)(S) : (α⊗ 1)I1 ⊆ In}

To see that this gives a closed subscheme, note that the F -linear automorphism
mα : A→ A, x 7→ αx induces an automorphism α∗ of Gr(A, n+ 1). Y (A,α) is then
just the scheme-theoretic intersection

X(A) ∩ (α∗ × idGr(A,n(n+1)))
−1(Fl(A, n+ 1, n(n+ 1)))

in Gr(A, n+ 1)×F Gr(A, n(n+ 1)).

Lemma 2.1.3. Y (A,α) is a smooth projective F -scheme of pure dimension 2n− 2.

Proof. By Theorem 1.1.1, it is enough to show that Y (A,α)×F F̄ = Y (A⊗F F̄ , α⊗1)
is smooth over F̄ and connected. A ⊗F F̄ ∼= EndF̄ (V ) for some n + 1-dimensional
vector space V over F̄ . Under any such isomorphism, α ⊗ 1 maps to an invertible
endomorphism β with n + 1 distinct eigenvalues. Using Lemma 1.2.3, we have the
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following commutative diagram

Y (A⊗F F̄ , α⊗ 1) SB(A⊗F F̄ )×F̄ SB∨(A⊗F F̄ )

Y (End(V ), β) SB(End(V ))×F̄ SB∨(End(V ))

Y P(V )×F̄ P∨(V )

∼ ∼

∼ ∼

(2.1.1)

where Y is given by the closed subfunctor

Y (S) = {(F1,Fn) ∈ P(V )(S)×P∨(V )(S) : F1 ⊆ Fn, (β ⊗ 1)F1 ⊆ Fn},

that is the scheme-theoretic intersection of X = Fl(V, 1, n) ↪→ P(V ) ×F̄ P∨(V ) and
its image X ′ under the automorphism of P(V ) ×F̄ P∨(V ) by applying β−1 to the
first factor. Both of these are reduced subschemes so are determined by their F̄ -
points, from which it is easy to see that, letting y0, . . . , yn be an eigenbasis for β
with associated eigenvalues λ0, . . . , λn, and x0, . . . , xn the corresponding dual basis,
X and X ′ are given by the homogeneous equations

∑n
i=0 xiyi = 0 and

∑n
i=0 λixiyi = 0

respectively. Note that the λi are distinct since α (and hence β) generates an étale
algebra of degree n+ 1. Consider the principal Gm ×F̄ Gm-bundle

π : (An+1
F̄
\ {O})×F̄ (An+1 \ {O})→ P(V )×F̄ P∨(V ),

where the xi pullback to standard coordinates of the first factor, and yi those of
the second (c.f. Example 1.3.14). By Lemma 1.3.2, it is enough to show that Y ′ =
π−1(Y ) is smooth of dimension 2n. Retaining the same notations for coordinates, by
Example 1.1.13, it is enough to show that the Jacobian matrix of the polynomials∑n

i=0 xiyi and
∑n

i=0 λixiyi has rank two at all closed points of Y ′. For any 0 ≤ i ̸=
j ≤ n, the Jacobian has a 2× 2 minor of the form(

xi yj
λixi λjyj

)
The distinctness of the λk shows that this minor has rank 2 at a point P if xi(P ), yj(P ) ̸=
0. For any closed point P ∈ Y ′, the equation

∑n
i=0 xiyj = 0 implies that there must

be a pair (i, j) with i ̸= j such that xi(P ), yj(P ) ̸= 0, thus the Jacobian matrix has
rank 2 as desired.

Since X(A) is smooth and hence regular, this implies that Y (A,α) is an effective
Cartier divisor in X(A).
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Lemma 2.1.4. Let S be a complete variety over a field F , and let F̄ be an algebraic
closure of F . An invertible sheaf L on X is trivial if and only if π∗L is, where
π : X ×F F̄ → X is the projection onto the first factor. In particular, π∗ : Pic(X)→
Pic(X ×F F̄ ) is injective.

Proof. See [Mi1, Lemma 6.2].

Proposition 2.1.1. Let φ : P(F) → X(A) be the isomorphism from the proof of
Theorem 2.1.1. Y (A,α) is of class (φ−1)∗OP(F)(1).

Proof. To begin, suppose F is algebraically closed and A = End(V ), V an n + 1
dimensional vector space over F . Then we may make the identifications SB(A) =
P(V ) andX(A) = Fl(V, 1, n) by Lemma 1.2.3. Under these identifications, Y (A,α) =
Y as in (2.1.1). By Lemma 2.1.1, we have an isomorphism F ∼−→ HomOP(V )

(Q,S),
where S is the tautological sub-bundle of P(V ) and Q is the universal quotient bundle
Q = (V ⊗OP(V ))/S. Under the identification P(F) = P∨(F∨) (c.f. Example 1.1.17),
OP(F)(1) is the universal quotient bundle of P∨(F∨) = Proj(Sym•F∨). As F∨ =
S∨ ⊗ Q, by [Ha2, Lemma II.7.9], there is an isomorphism ψ : P(F) → P(Q∨) such
that

ψ∗OP(Q∨)(1)⊗ π∗S∨ = OP(F)(1) (2.1.2)

where π : P(F) → P(V ) is the projection morphism. Under the identification
P(Q∨) = Fl(V, 1, n) (see Proposition 1.1.11), ψ gives φ. Indeed, let f : S → P(V )
be a morphisms of F -schemes and g ∈ P(F)(S) = P∨(F∨)(S) be given by a quotient
f ∗(Q⊗ S∨) ↠ L.

The computation of OP(F)(1) in 2.1.2 shows that ψ ◦ g is given by the quotient
f ∗Q↠ L⊗f ∗S. From duality, it follows that the kernel of this quotient agrees locally
with with the kernels of generators of L∨ ↪→ f ∗(Q∨)⊗f ∗S = HomOS

(f ∗Q, f ∗S). Since
this is universal, φ agrees with ψ under our identifications.

Let i : Fl(V, 1, n) ↪→ P(V ) ×F P∨(V ) be the inclusion map, and let p1, p2 be
the projection maps. Once more identifying P(Q∨) with Fl(V, 1, n), OP(Q∨)(1) cor-
responds to i∗(p∗2OP∨(V )(1)). The proof of Lemma 2.1.3 shows that Y is of class
i∗(p∗1OP(V )(1)⊗ p∗2OP∨(V )(1)), so using (2.1.2) we have that

φ∗O(Y ) ∼= φ∗(p∗1OP(V )(1))⊗ ψ∗OP(Q∨)(1) ∼= π∗OP(V )(1)⊗ ψ∗OP(Q∨)(1) ∼= OP(F)(1)

as desired.

For the general case, by Lemma 2.1.4 it is enough to show it after extension to
F̄ . Then we may fix a isomorphism A⊗F F̄ ∼= End(V ) and proceed as above.
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2.2 Chow groups of O(1)-class divisors on projec-

tive bundles

In this section, we examine the situation of Proposition 2.1.1 and prove results on
Chow groups strong enough to give a conditional motivic decomposition formula for
Y (A,α).

2.2.1 Definitions and notations

Let F be an arbitrary field. We consider the following situation: B is a smooth
projective variety over F with a locally free sheaf E of rank r + 1. Set X =
P(E) = Proj(Sym• E∨) with projection map π. We will be concerned with sections
s ∈ H0(B, E∨) = H0(X,O(1)) such that the zero locus Z of s is smooth of codimen-
sion r+1 in B and Y , the divisor corresponding to s, is smooth. Letting U = B−Z,
Y |U := Y ×B U is a projective bundle of rank r − 1 over U (corresponding to the
kernel F of E s−→ OB, restricted to U) and Y |Z = X|Z is a projective bundle of rank r
over Z (corresponding to E ⊗ OZ). The following commutative diagram summarises
our notation for the inclusion maps:

X|Z X X|U

Y Y |U

j′

j
i

i′

By the projective bundle theorem (Theorem 1.3.2), we have that CH•(X) is a free
CH•(B)-module generated by basis elements H i

X , HX = c1(O(1)) and i = 0, . . . , r.
The same holds for CH•(X|Z), CH•(Z) and H = j′∗HX . For CH

•(Y |U), CH•(U) and
HY = i′∗HX , it is true with i = 0, . . . , r−1. The latter requires some explanation. By
construction, Y |U , as a U -scheme, is P(F|U). The inclusion into X|U = P(E|U) comes
from the surjective homomorphism Sym• E∨|U ↠ SymF∨|U induced by the inclusion
F ⊆ E . Hence the invertible sheaf OP(F|U )(1) on Y |U is the pullback of OP(E|U )(1)
by this inclusion (this follows from the local case given in [Ha2, Proposition II.5.12]
part c). Since OP(E|U )(1) = OP(E)(1)|U , it follows that the H i

Y (i = 0, . . . , r − 1) give
a CH•(U)-basis of CH•(Y |U).

Given a smooth projective F -scheme S, we can take the data B, E , s and associate
to it the data B ×F S, p∗1E , p∗1(s), where p1 : B ×F S → B is the projection onto the
first factor. Then, applying the above constructions to B ×F S, p∗1E , p∗1(s), we see
that the schemes X,Y, Z are obtained from those constructed from B, E , s by taking
a product with S. The same holds for morphisms and classes in the Chow rings. All
of these operations will simply be called “base change by S”.



2. MAIN RESULT 71

Remark 2.2.1. It is harmless to take Zred in this setup instead of Z. Indeed, U
remains the same, and all other data are unaffected. The description of the “base
change” of Z will still work, since a smooth variety S is geometrically reduced, hence
Zred ×F S = (Z ×F S)red by [SP, Lemma 035Z]. We will denote both by Z is the
sequel.

2.2.2 Main result on the Chow groups

Define a group homomorphism φ : CH•(X)⊕ CH•(X|Z)→ CH•(Y ) by

φ = (i∗ j∗)

Proposition 2.2.1. With the same notations as above:

i. φ is surjective

ii. For every class γ ∈ CH•(Y ), there exist α0, . . . , αr−1 ∈ CH•(B) and β ∈
CH•(Z) such that

φ(
r−1∑
i=0

π∗αi ·H i
X , π|∗Zβ) = γ

iii. If j∗ ◦ (π|Z)∗ is injective, then such elements are unique.

Proof. i. By the right exact sequence CH•(X|Z)
j∗−→ CH•(Y ) → CH•(Y |U) → 0

of Proposition 1.3.3, we are reduced to showing that i′∗ is surjective. CH•(Y |U) is
generated (as a ring) by (π|U)∗CH•(U) and HY . Clearly HY is in the image of i′∗ and
the commutativity of

CH•(X) CH•(Y |U)

CH•(B) CH•(U)

i′∗

π∗ π|∗U

and the surjectivity of the restriction CH•(B) → CH•(U) shows that (π|U)∗CH•(U)
is also in the image.

ii. That we can eliminate positive powers of H in the CH•(X|Z) argument of
φ follows from the equality j∗(H · α) = i∗(j′∗(α)). This identity holds since i∗ ◦ j′∗ =
(i∗◦i∗)◦j∗ and since Y is a divisor we have (i∗◦i∗)(β) = i∗(HX)·β ([Fu, Proposition 2.6]
part c). But by the projection formula, i∗HX · j∗(α) = j∗(j

∗(i∗(HX)) ·α) = j∗(H ·α).
Now let α ∈ CH•(B), then i′∗(π∗(α) ·Hr

X) =
∑r−1

i=0 (π|U)∗γi ·H i
Y by the projective

bundle theorem, hence by the proof of i. there are elements α0, . . . , αr−1 such that
i′∗(
∑r−1

i=0 π
∗αi ·H i

X) =
∑r−1

i=0 (π|U)∗γi ·H i
Y . Hence i

′∗(π∗α ·Hr
X −

∑r−1
i=0 π

∗αi ·H i
X) = 0,

https://stacks.math.columbia.edu/tag/035Z
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so i∗(π∗α · Hr
X) − i∗(

∑r−1
i=0 π

∗αi · H i
X) ∈ Im j∗. So there are β0, . . . , βr such that

φ(
∑r−1

i=0 π
∗αi ·H i

X ,
∑r

j=0(π|Z)∗βj ·H i) = i∗(π∗α ·Hr
X). Eliminating the positive powers

of H as above will then give an element of the desired form.

iii. Elements of the form given in ii. form a subgroup in CH•(X)⊕ CH•(X|Z),
so we just need to prove kerφ meets this subgroup trivially. If φ(x) = 0, then
i∗(φ(x)) = 0. We have i∗(i

∗(
∑r−1

i=0 π
∗αi · H i

X)) =
∑r−1

i=0 π
∗αi · H i+1

X . Let ĵ : Z ↪→ B

denote the inclusion of Z in B. We have i∗(j∗((π|Z)∗β)) = j′∗((π|∗Zβ)) = π∗(ĵ∗β) since
π is flat and

X|Z X

Z B

j′

π|Z π

ĵ

is a fibre square (by definition!). Putting these two facts together, we find that(
r−1∑
i=0

π∗αi ·H i
X , (π|Z)∗β

)
∈ kerφ =⇒ π∗(ĵ∗β) +

r−1∑
i=0

π∗αi ·H i+1
X = 0

Since 1, HX , . . . , H
r
X are a CH•(B)-linear basis, this implies αi = 0 for i = 0, . . . , r−1

and j∗(π|∗Zβ) = 0, hence by hypothesis β = 0, so the intersection with the kernel is
trivial as desired.

2.2.3 Criterion for motivic decomposition

Let x = i∗(HX) ∈ CH1(Y ), f = π ◦ i and g = π|Z . Then we have correspondences:

cx ∈ Hom1(M(Y ),M(Y )), cf ∈ Hom(M(B),M(Y )),

cg ∈ Hom(M(Z),M(X|Z)), ctj ∈ Homr(M(X|Z),M(Y ))

(c.f. Proposition 1.4.5) and we define for 0 ≤ i ≤ r − 1 correspondences

fi = c(i)x ◦ cf ∈ Hom(M(B)(i),M(Y )), f ′ = ctj ◦ cg ∈ Hom(M(Z)(r),M(Y ))

and a morphism

ψ :M :=
r−1⊕
i=0

M(B)(i)⊕M(Z)(r)→M(Y ), ψ = (f0 . . . fr−1 f
′)

For S a smooth projective F -scheme, let ψS : Hom•(M(S),M)→ Hom•(M(S),M(Y )).
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There are canonical isomorphisms

Hom•(M(S),M) =
r−1⊕
i=0

CH•(B×FS)⊕CH•(Z×FS), Hom•(M(S),M(Y )) = CH•(Y×FS)

Then, by Lemma 1.4.2, ψS factors through the φ of Proposition 2.2.1 defined from the
data after “base change” by S, such that Hom•(M(S),M) maps isomorphically onto
the distinguished subgroup C ⊆ CH•(X ×F S) ⊕ CH•(X|Z ×F S) of elements of the
form described in Proposition 2.2.1, part ii). Combining part iii) of Proposition 2.2.1
and Proposition 1.4.6, we obtain

Corollary 2.2.1. If (j × idS)∗ ◦ (π|Z × idS)
∗ is injective for all smooth projective

F -schemes S, then ψ is an isomorphism.
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2.3 Motivic decomposition of the hyperplane sec-

tion

In this section we prove the main theorem of this thesis:

Theorem 2.3.1. Let A and α be as in Section 2.1.2. Additionally, assume that L =
F (α) is a Galois extension of F of degree n + 1. The motive of Y (A,α) decomposes
as

M(Y (A,α)) ∼=
n−2⊕
i=0

M(SB(A))(i)⊕M(SpecL)(n− 1)

The proof amounts to an application of Corollary 2.2.1, proved in the previous
section. We retain the notations of the theorem for the rest of this section, but not
the extra assumption on L unless specified.

2.3.1 Determining the zero locus

By Proposition 2.1.1, Y (A,α) is a smooth effective Cartier divisor on the projective
bundle π : X(A) → SB(A) for a locally free sheaf E of rank n on SB(A). Write
O(1) for the twisting sheaf on X(A). Let s ∈ H0(X(A),O(1)) = H0(SB(A), E∨) be a
section corresponding to Y (A,α). The choice does not matter since they only differ
by multiplication by a unit of F .

Proposition 2.3.1. The zero locus of s, Z ⊆ SB(A), is isomorphic to SpecL.

Proof. First, assume A ∼= End(V ) is split and let α′ be the image of α in End(V ).
Extending to the closure F̄ , we have a commutative diagram

X(A)×F F̄ Fl(V̄ , 1, n) P(V̄ )×F̄ P∨(V̄ )

SB(A)×F F̄ P(V̄ )

∼

π×idF̄ p1

∼

where V̄ = V ⊗F F̄ . The section s then corresponds to
∑n

i=0 λxiyi, where the λi
are the eigenvalues of α′, the yi are the corresponding eigenbasis, and the xi are the
dual basis (c.f. Lemma 2.1.3). The equation

∑n
i=0 xiyi = 0 cuts out the embedding

of Fl(V̄ , 1, n) in P(V̄ ) ×F̄ P∨(V̄ ). Thus the closed points of the zero locus of s are
those P ∈ P(V̄ )(F̄ ) where

∑n
i=0 λixiyi and

∑n
i=0 xiyi become colinear. Since the λi

are distinct, these are the finitely many points P such that xi = 0 for all but one
0 ≤ i ≤ n.
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We conclude that Z is a finite F -scheme, whose F̄ -points are correspond to the
eigenspaces of α′ in P(V )(F̄ ). By Remark 2.2.1, it is harmless to assume that Z
is reduced, and so Z ∼= SpecR, R an étale F -algebra of degree n + 1. The ac-
tion of Gal(F sep/F ) on Z(F̄ ) by an element σ sends the eigenspace of λi to that of
σ(λi). Therefore we have a Gal(F sep/F )-equivariant bijection between HomF (L, F̄ )
and HomF (R, F̄ ), so Theorem 1.2.1 implies that L ∼= R, and so Z ∼= SpecL.

If A is not split, we still have that Z is finite and reduced. Let K be the function
field of SB(A). Then A⊗FK is split (Example 1.2.7), and applying the same argument
to K ⊗F L ∼= K(α ⊗ 1) ⊆ A ⊗F K, we have that Z ×F K ∼= Spec(L ⊗F K). Since
SB(A) is geometrically integral, K is a geometrically integral F -algebra ([SP, Lemma
054Q] and [SP, Lemma 04KN]), so Lemma 2.3.1 concludes the proof.

Lemma 2.3.1. Let F be a field and K a geometrically integral field extension of F .
Let R,R′ be two finite reduced F -algebras. R ⊗F K ∼= R′ ⊗F K as K-algebras if and
only if R ∼= R′ as F -algebras.

Proof. One direction is clear. Suppose that R ⊗F K ∼= R′ ⊗F K. Finite reduced
algebras over a field are direct products of field extensions. Since K is geometrically
integral, direct factors of R and R′ are in one-to-one correspondence with the direct
factors of R⊗FK and R⊗FK. Finite direct products of field extensions are isomorphic
if and only if they have the same number of factors in each isomorphism class, so we
are reduced to the case where R and R′ are fields.

Since an isomorphism R⊗F K ∼= R′ ⊗F K of K-algebras is also an isomorphism
of F -algebras, the algebraic closures of F in both of these fields are isomorphic over
F . It then suffices to show that for any finite field extension E of F , the image of
the inclusion E ↪→ E ⊗F K is algebraically closed. Suppose it were not, then there
is a non-trivial finite extension E ⊆ E ′ ⊆ E ⊗F K. Let Ē be an algebraic closure
of E. The algebra Ē ⊗E E ′ is not an integral domain, and we have an inclusion
Ē ⊗E E ′ ↪→ Ē ⊗F K. As Ē ⊗F K is an integral domain by geometric integrality, we
obtain a contradiction.

2.3.2 Verifying the criterion

To begin, suppose A = End(V ) is split and all the eigenvalues of α are in F . In this
case, we will simply write X for X(A) and Y for Y (A,α). The proof of Proposi-
tion 2.3.1 shows that Z =

∐n
i=0{zi}, where the zi are the F -rational points in P(V )

corresponding to the eigenspaces of α. Let π : X → P(V ) be the projection map,
and let Ei = π−1(zi) be the fibres. By the definition of Z, Ei ⊆ Y for 0 ≤ i ≤ n.
Since π : X → P(V ) is a projective bundle of relative dimension n − 1, each Ei is
isomorphic to Pn−1

F and [Ei] ∈ CHn−1(Y ).

https://stacks.math.columbia.edu/tag/054Q
https://stacks.math.columbia.edu/tag/054Q
https://stacks.math.columbia.edu/tag/04KN
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Proposition 2.3.2. For 0 ≤ i, j ≤ n, [Ei] · [Ej] ∈ CH2n−2(Y ) = CH0(Y ), and
deg([Ei] · [Ej]) = (−1)n−1δij, with δij the Kronecker delta function.

We defer the proof of Proposition 2.3.2 to the next section.

Definition 2.3.1. Let S be a smooth projective F -scheme and U a smooth projective
variety. Let p : U ×F S → S be the projection map. Define a pairing ⟨·, ·⟩S :
CH•(U ×F S)× CH•(U ×F S)→ CH•(S) by ⟨α, β⟩S = p∗(αβ).

Lemma 2.3.2. This pairing is CH•(S)-bilinear with respect to the CH•(S)-module
structure on CH•(U ×F S) given by p∗. Additionally, for α, β ∈ CH•(U), ⟨α× 1S, β×
1S⟩S = p′∗(αβ)× 1S, where p

′ : U → SpecF is the structural morphism.

Proof. Bilinearity follows from the projection formula. By definition, we have the
fibre square,

U ×F S S

U SpecF

p

p′

with p′ proper and S → SpecF flat. By [Fu, Proposition 1.7], p′(γ)×1S = p∗(γ×1S)
for any γ ∈ CH•(U). The desired identity follows from the case γ = αβ.

Proposition 2.3.3. Let j : X|Z ↪→ Y denote the inclusion map. The homomorphism
(j × idS)∗ ◦ (π|Z × idS)

∗ is injective for any smooth projective F -scheme S.

Proof. We have that CH•(Z ×F S) =
⊕

0≤i≤nCH
•(S), with the images of the classes

of {zi}×F S under (j× idS)∗◦(π|Z× idS)∗ being the classes of Ei×F S in CH•(Y ×F S)
(i = 0, . . . , n). Indeed, this follows from the definitions of flat pullbacks and proper
pushforwards. Let γi = [Ei ×F S] = [Ei] × 1S for 0 ≤ i ≤ n. Since j × idS and
π|Z × idS are S-morphisms, the functoriality of pullbacks and the projection formula
show that the homomorphism (j × idS)∗ ◦ (π|Z × idS)

∗ is CH•(S)-linear. Therefore,
to show injectivity it suffices to show that the γi are CH•(S)-linearly independent in
CH•(Y ×F S). For 0 ≤ i, j ≤ n, ⟨γi, γj⟩S = deg([Ei] · [Ej]) · 1S by Lemma 2.3.2. This
is nothing but δij(−1S)n−1 by Proposition 2.3.2. This shows linear independence of
the γi.

Proof of Theorem 2.3.1. In view of Proposition 2.1.1 and Proposition 2.3.1, it suffices
to verify the criterion given in Corollary 2.2.1. Let S be a smooth projective F -scheme.
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Applying base change by L/F , we obtain the commutative diagram of Cartesian
squares:

ZL ×L SL (X(A)|Z)L ×L SL Y (A,α)L ×L SL

Z ×F S X(A)|Z ×F S Y (A,α)×F S
π|Z×idS

j×idS

where we write SL for S ×F L and so forth. This induces the commutative diagram
on Chow groups

CH•(ZL ×L SL) CH•((X(A)|Z)L ×L SL) CH•(Y (A,α)L ×L SL)

CH•(Z ×F S) CH•(X(A)|Z ×F S) CH•(Y (A,α)×F S)
(π|Z×idS)

∗ (j×idS)∗

The left-hand vertical map is injective. Indeed, by Proposition 2.3.1, Z ∼= SpecL.
Since L ⊗F L ∼=

∏
0≤i≤n L, we need only check that the induced map CH•(SL) →⊕

0≤i≤nCH
•(SL) is injective, which is clear. It follows that if the composite of the

top row is injective, then the composite of the bottom row is as well, which is (j ×
idS)∗ ◦ (π|Z × idS)

∗. So we are reduced to showing that the composite of the upper
row is injective.

The upper row is precisely the situation of Corollary 2.2.1 for X(A ⊗F L) and
(Y (A ⊗F L, α ⊗ 1)) in the case where SL is the smooth projective L-scheme. By
Proposition 1.2.9, A ⊗F L is split. Fix an isomorphism A ⊗F L ∼= EndL(W ). Then
by the definition of L, the image of α⊗ 1 in EndL(W ) has all of its eigenvalues in L.
Thus, injectivity follows from Proposition 2.3.3.

2.3.3 Localisation under the torus action

In this section, we use the localisation theorems of Section 1.3.3 to prove Proposi-
tion 2.3.2.

As before, let A = End(V ) be split and let all eigenvalues of α lie in F . We
use the same notations X = X(A), Y = Y (A,α), Ei, etc. Since we are interested
only in computing the degree of a zero cycle, we may first make a base change to
F̄ . Thus, for the rest of this section we assume that F is algebraically closed. Let
V =

⊕n
i=0 Vi be the decomposition of V into the one-dimensional eigenspaces of

α. For such a decomposition, there is a unique torus T ⊆ GL(V ) such that for all
t ∈ T (F ), t(Vi) ⊆ Vi for each 0 ≤ i ≤ n. Let ti ∈ X(T ) denote the weight of Vi.
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Through GL(V ), T has a left action on P(V ) and P∨(V ), namely on closed points
these are given by, for W1,Wn ⊆ V (dimF Wj = j), t · [W1] = [t(W1)] ∈ P(V )(F )
and t · [Wn] = [t(Wn)] ⊆ P∨(V )(F ). Note that this second action, when identifying
P∨(V ) with P(V ∨), is the first action but with the elements of T (F ) acting by their
transpose inverse.

It is clear that the embedding of X as a subvariety of P(V ) ×F P∨(V ) is T -
stable. Moreover, since α commutes with all t ∈ T (F ) (by definition of T ), we have
that Y is T -stable for the induced T -action on X. Similarly, as the Ei are nothing but
π−1([Vi]) and by definition the [Vi] are the T -fixed points of P(V ), the Ei are also T -
stable and together (i.e., X|Z) contain all the T -fixed points of X. In particular, these
fixed points are precisely those corresponding to the points ([Vi], [V

j]) ∈ P(V )(F )×
P∨(V )(F ), where V j =

⊕
0≤k ̸=j≤n Vk, with i ̸= j. We shall denote them by zij ∈ X.

Let R = Sym•X(T ) = Z[t0, · · · , tn] and Q be its field of fractions. Let χij =
tj − ti ∈ X(T ).

Lemma 2.3.3. For each 0 ≤ i ̸= j ≤ n, the points zij are non-degenerate T -fixed
points for both Y and X|Z. In particular, Tanzij(Y ) has weights χki and χik, 0 ≤ k ≤
n, k ̸= i, j, and Tanzij(X|Z) has weights χkj, 0 ≤ k ̸= j ≤ n.

Proof. We may consider Y and X|Z are closed subvarieties of P(V ) ×F P∨(V ). For
fixed i ̸= j, for any k ̸= i, j, the codimension 2 subspace V k ∩ V j corresponds to a
T -stable projective line Lkj ⊆ P∨(V ). Clearly, Ckj = {[Vi]} × Lkj ⊆ Y is T -stable
and it is an easy computation that T (F ) acts on Tanzij(Ckj) by χkj. Indeed, in affine
local coordinates the T -action on Ckj is given by(

t,
xj
xk

)
7→

t−1
j xj

t−1
k xk

=
tk
tj
· xj
xk

Similarly, one defines a line Lik ⊆ P(V ) corresponding to Vi ⊕ Vk, and sets Cik =
Lik × {[V j]} ⊆ Y . Once again, using affine local coordinates, it is easily verified
that T (F ) acts on Tanzij(Cik) by χik. All of these curves are subvarieties of Y , so
Tanzij(Y ) contains 2n − 2 one-dimensional subrepresentations via the inclusions of
the tangent spaces of the curves. As they all have distinct weights, they give a direct
sum decomposition of Tanzij(Y ) as a T (F )-representation. This proves the claim for
Y . For X|Z , only the curves Ckj are contained in it. Since X|Z is of pure dimension
n− 1, these n− 1 curves are sufficient to make the same argument as for Y and give
the claimed weights.

Definition 2.3.2. Let U be a projective non-singular T -variety over F with structural
morphism p. Define the pairing ⟨·, ·⟩T : CH•

T (U) × CH•
T (U) → R by p∗(αβ) =

⟨α, β⟩T · 1 ∈ CH•
T (SpecF ).
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Recall the forgetful homomorphism CH•
T (U)→ CH•(U) from Section 1.3.3. We

write the image of a class α ∈ CH•
T (U) by this map as α.

Lemma 2.3.4. For α, β ∈ CH•
T (U), ⟨α, β⟩T = p∗(αβ). In particular, if dimU = 2r

and α, β ∈ CHr
T (U), ⟨α, β⟩T = deg(αβ).

Proof. Immediate from Proposition 1.3.16 and the definition of the degree map.

Lemma 2.3.5. For α ∈ CH•
T (Y ) and 0 ≤ i ̸= j ≤ n, let αij be the pullback of α by

the inclusion {zij} ↪→ Y . We have the following identities:

ezij ,Y (α) =
αij∏

l ̸=i,j χilχlj
(2.3.1)

⟨α, β⟩T =
∑

0≤i̸=j≤n

αijβij∏
l ̸=i,j χilχlj

(2.3.2)

Proof. For (2.3.1), let ιij : {zij} ↪→ Y , ι : Y T ↪→ Y be the inclusion maps. By
Theorem 1.3.4, Corollary 1.3.3 and Lemma 2.3.3,

[Y ] =
∑

0≤i̸=j≤n

1∏
l ̸=i,j χilχlj

[zij], α =
∑

0≤i̸=j≤n

ezij ,Y (α)[zij]

in CH•
T (Y )⊗RQ. Using the identification CH•

T (Y
T )⊗RQ =

⊕
0≤i̸=j≤nQ coming from

the inclusion of each fixed point into Y T (c.f. Theorem 1.3.3 and Proposition 1.3.15),
we can rewrite these equalities as

[Y ] = ι∗

(
1∏

l ̸=i,j χilχlj

)
ij

, α = ι∗
(
ezij ,Y (α)

)
ij

But α = α · [Y ], so by the projection formula we have

ι∗

(
αij∏

l ̸=i,j χilχlj

)
ij

= ι∗
(
ezij ,Y (α)

)
ij

By Theorem 1.3.3, ι∗ is an isomorphism after tensoring with Q, so the equality follows.

For (2.3.2), since R ⊆ Q, it is enough to compute after localising. By (2.3.1),

αβ =
∑

0≤i̸=j≤n

αijβij∏
l ̸=i,j χilχlj

ιij∗(1)

Now, p∗ ◦ ιij∗ is the identity on Q since p ◦ ιij is a map of a point to itself. Thus, by
linearity we have

⟨α, β⟩T = p∗(αβ) =
∑

0≤i̸=j≤n

αijβij∏
l ̸=i,j χilχlj
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Proof of Proposition 2.3.2. By Lemma 2.3.4, it is enough to show that for 0 ≤ i, j ≤
n, ⟨[Ei], [Ej]⟩T = δij(−1)n−1. By Lemma 2.3.3, ezij ,Y ([Ei]) = (

∏
l ̸=i,j χlj)

−1. Hence by
Lemma 2.3.5, ⟨[Ei], [Ej]⟩T = 0 when i ̸= j (since Ei and Ej share no T -fixed points
and αij = 0 ⇐⇒ ezij ,Y (α) = 0 by (2.3.1)) and

⟨[Ei], [Ei]⟩T =
∑
s̸=i

∏
l ̸=i,s χil∏
l ̸=i,s χls

This is seen to be (−1)n−1 by the following observation in [XZ, Lemma 4.2]: treating
R as a polynomial ring in ti over Z[t0, . . . , t̂i, . . . , tn], by Lagrange interpolation it is
enough to show that the polynomial

f(ti) =
∑
s̸=i

∏
l ̸=i,s χil∏
l ̸=i,s χls

of degree at most n − 1 evaluated at tj for each j ̸= i is (−1)n−1. Clearly,
∏

l ̸=i,s χil
evaluated at tj is 0 if j ̸= s, thus

f(tj) =

∏
l ̸=i,j χjl∏
l ̸=i,j χlj

= (−1)n−1

for j ̸= i.



Bibliography
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schémas et des morphismes de schémas, Quatrième partie. Publications
mathématiques de l’I.H.É.S. 32 (1967), p. 5-361.

[GR] Grothendieck, A., Raynaud, M. Revêtements étales et groupe fondamental.
Séminaire de Géométrie Algébrique du Bois Marie 1960/61 (SGA 1). Lecture
Notes in Mathematics 224 (Springer-Verlag, 1971).

[Ha1] Harris, J. Algebraic Geometry: A First Course. Graduate Texts in Mathematics
133 (Springer-Verlag, 1992).

[Ha2] Hartshorne, R. Algebraic Geometry. Graduate Texts in Mathematics 52
(Springer-Verlag, 1977).

[Ka] Karpenko, N. Cohomology of relative cellular spaces and isotropic flag varieties.
St. Petersburg Math Journal 12:1 (2001) p. 1-50.

[Kl] Kleiman, S. “The Standard Conjectures” in Motives (eds. Jannsen, U., Kleiman,
S., Serre, J-P.). Proceedings of Symposia in Pure Mathematics 55 (American
Mathematical Society, 1994), p. 3-20.

[LM] Levine, M., Morel, F. Algebraic Cobordism. Springer Monographs in Mathe-
matics (Springer-Verlag, 2007).

[Ma] Manin, Y. Correspondences, motifs and monoidal transformations. Mathematics
of the USSR-Sbornik 6:4 (1968), p. 439-470.

[Mi1] Milne, J.S. “Abelian Varieties” in Arithmetic Geometry (eds. Cornell, G., Sil-
verman, J.H.) (Springer-Verlag, 1986), p. 103-150.

[Mi2] Milne, J.S. Algebraic Groups. Cambridge Studies in Advanced Mathematics
170 (Cambridge University Press, 2017).

[Se1] Serre, J-P. Local Fields. Graduate Texts in Mathematics 67 (Springer-Verlag,
1979).

[Se2] Serre, J-P. Cohomologie galoisienne. Lecture Notes in Mathematics 5 (Springer-
Verlag, 1994).

[SP] The Stacks project authors. The Stacks project. https://stacks.math.

columbia.edu (2026).

[Sw] Swan, R. K-Theory of Quadric Hypersurfaces. Annals of Mathematics 121:1
(1985), p. 113-153.

https://stacks.math.columbia.edu
https://stacks.math.columbia.edu


BIBLIOGRAPHY 83

[To] Totaro, B. Group Cohomology and Algebraic Cycles. Cambridge Tracts in Math-
ematics 204 (Cambrdige Univerisity Press, 2014).

[Vi] Vistoli, A. “Grothendieck topologies, fibered categories and descent theory” in
FGA Explained: Fundamental Algebraic Geometry. Mathematical Surveys and
Monographs 123 (American Mathematical Society, 2005), p. 1-104.

[Wa] Waterhouse, W. Introduction to Affine Group Schemes. Graduate Texts in
Mathematics 66 (Springer-Verlag, 1979).

[XZ] Xiong, R., Zainoulline, K. Motivic Lefschetz Theorem for Twisted Milnor Hy-
persurfaces. arXiv:2404.07314 (2024).

https://arxiv.org/abs/2404.07314

	Preface
	Preliminaries
	Fundamental algebraic geometry
	The functor of points
	Some classes of morphisms
	Faithfully flat descent
	Relative Grassmannians and related constructions

	Some Galois theory
	Étale algebras
	Group cohomology
	Galois descent
	Severi-Brauer varieties

	(Equivariant) intersection theory
	Chow groups
	Intersection products
	Torus equivariant Chow groups

	Pure motives
	Definition and first properties
	Tate motives
	Identity principle


	Main Result
	Construction of the hyperplane section
	Twisted Milnor hypersurfaces
	The hyperplane section

	Chow groups of O(1)-class diviors on a projective bundle
	Definitions and notations
	Main result on the Chow groups
	Criterion for motivic decomposition

	Motivic decomposition of the hyperplane section
	Determining the zero locus
	Verifying the criterion
	Localisation under the torus action



