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INTRODUCTION

The impresslon one gzets on raviewing the psychologlcal
litersture of the last half-cenbtury is thaut the concept of
autism ocouples & nodul position in the siudy of humen be-
havior in genersl and in the investigsation of cognitive pro-
cesses in psrticular, Tvidently sutism plays a universal
role in human life and constitutes a point of conjunction for
various coneclusions on norsal and abpnormal phencmena in mental
life. 28 a psychologleal experience, or s a phenomenon in
cognitive functioning, nutlem 18 « very pecullar one. 1t
follows man in dream and wekefulness, in fantasy end in
reslity-oriented thinking, ip normslity and in pathology, &8
well ss throughout the history of menkind., In psychologic=l
litsr«ture, gt present, it is considered to be & normal
transitory stoge in cognitive development, & psychopathologli-
cal syndrome in esrly childhood, an important symptom in
psychosis, and & constituent of normal thought processes.

Essentislly sutism reprseznts the subjectivity in
man's cozuitive funmctioning; the turning sway from rsality
and libereting subjective wishes that direct the thought
processes through illogical conneotions and incidental
associations to wishfulfilment. 48 a psycholoricel

phenomencn it is purely humen. Even 1f one sgrses with
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1 that animals think, and with Besrtmmnn,z thet animals

Hebb,
heve an ego, still an animal cannot be sutistic; the animsl
world exists only on reslity-function. To be humen, the
literature suggesta, implies to be some extent asutistio.
Although autistie phenomena are as 0l1ld as human
existence, the scientific investigaution of wutism is gtill
very young. For amany centuries descriptions of sutistio
phenosens could be found in literature, poetry, und folklore
but no sclentific attention was given to 1t. In the domsin
of sclence, as Murphys polnts out, rationality was supreme
and the view that feeling and thought sre utterly different
things, rulsd the scientific world. Feeling was considered
to be an interference, a residual of animallty in maen, which
could and should be overcome by cold and olear thinking.
Only with the beginning of the twentieth century, when
interest in the humen being as a person became pronounced
and pasychology concerned itsself with motivastion and person-

ality development, the srtificial separation of cognitive

1 D.0. Hebb, "On Human Thought”, in QgggggggSQQQEQQL
of Paycholozy, Vol, 7, No. 3, issue of Septamber 1953,
p. 99.

2 Heinz Hartmann, REgo ™sychology and the Troblem of
Adsptation, Wew York, Internationsl Unlversities Press, 1908,

D. 48,

3 Gardner Xurphy, Personality: A Biosocisl Ap
to Orisins and Structure, New York, Harper & Brothers, 1947,
p. 362-384,
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prooseses from feeling weua . Lunlouod, and sutistie phenomens
raceived sclentifiec sttentlion,

Hotwithstendlng the fact that, in the last fifty
yeurs many studies of autlism were done, one is impressed by
the luck of = significant adiition to the knowledge of the
subjeet which remecins muoh #8 it was when ﬁleuleré firast
deseribed the phenomsnon snd named it autism, Although from
time to tiae, in ths course of the last fifty yesrs, a frash
wave of inbsrest hes besn arcused in autism, the investig-
ations falled to yleld conclusive results,snd no foundation
of secure findings upon whlceh a later investizator might
bulld hes been estubl.sned, The ouuse of their fallure can
be truced to the vury churacter of sutism winloh in itsslf
constitutes & difficult field of psysholoziocal investigntion,
Dlfficultise ipherant in a susjact of atuly are freguantly
wentioned im the introduction %o sclentific works as an
axcuse for the deficiencles of the exposition. In the pre-
gsent cnse the dlscussion of the 4lfficulties will serve to
indicate some of the gsperel asgpeots of the subject.

As svident from sbundent writiogs on the subjeot, the
first alffleulty residees in the foct thut the study of autls-

tie phepomena, which is widely sosttered -nd sxtends into

4 Bugen Bleuler, "Autistic Thinking®, in Dsvid

Rapaport, (¥d.), Orgsnization sand FLthQ;gﬁgugg_ggggﬁgg, Few
York, Columbia Unlvarsity Press, 19051, p. oa9-457.




INTROTUCTION vili

meny related fields of inve~tl:-ti-n, signifies wmore than
merely the formulation of & ssries of new oonelusions., sutism
is involved in and offers explanations for provlems so ramote
from ous another, as the motivrtion of thought proceasas,
paychopatholeogy of coznition, voridlcal and nonvaridiocal per-
ception, the origin of myths, the gources of crestivity, the
tendency to superstiticus bellefs, et catara, that its atudy
necessitates a readicazl chanze of attiiude and departure rrom
the thus far employed nmethods of approach,

The seoond Jiffloulty iles simply in the problem of
semantics., Orisinelly the oconcept of wutism, as defined by
Blenler,5 referred to 8 certaln tendency of aoctive withdrawal
from the external world, accompanied by a preponderance of
inner life. Later, becuuse many stulles on autism were done
in different conceptual systess it becsane inoreassingly 4iff-
icult to relste trneir descorintions of tie phepncmenon to its
ori ginsel mesning.

The third A1fficulty lies in the usaxe of the term
antism, 48 it stande now, it lg employed 50 loosely that it
lost 1ts meaning within the precision of scientiiie expres-
sion, In the last three decades the term autism, originally
belonging to edult pathology, Anfiltrated child psychiatry
end psychology without sclentific proof thzt the oconcept

8 Bleuler, Cp. Cib., p. 599.
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explains the ochild's pathologicel behavior as it does in the
case of the adult. Consequently, the concapt of zutism be-

came & vague gualiflier of nonveridicel behavior without dis-
orimination betwsen the pormal and abnormal.

Another element which added to the confusion and lack
of clarity was the intrcoduction of the concept of esrly
infantile autism a&s a psychopathologieal syndrome in sarly
childhood by Kapner.® This orested a situetion im which
autiam, ass used in child psychology, refers to two diverse
behavior patterns. 1t is considered tc represent the prim-
jtive and drive-compelled, but normsl, stuge of mental
functionling in enrly childhood, and at the szme time it re-
fers to & clinlcsl ploture at the same stage of development,
characterized by complete withdrawal from the external world
as well as disturbsnce in affsct,

In view of the sbove it is the intention of this
writer to ¢larify, through a eritlio:l inguiry of psychologi-
cal sources the problem of the genecis of sutism in order to
maeke the mesning of the phenomencn unified and comprehen-ible,

To resch this objective the problem will be invest-
igated within two arsas. One will dssl with the plsusibility

of autism in esrly mental life, the other will be ccncerned

6 Leo Esnper, "Early Infantile Autisam"™, in Journsl of
Pedistrics, Vol. 25, issue of faptamber 1944, p. £11l-247.
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with the applicsbllity of the term sutiss to Kanner's’
syndrome.

The first shupter of the therls presents & review of
the litersture, Since this study oconcerns ftself with the
preblem of the zenecis of sutism only thoss contributions
are reviewed which besr & meaninzful rel.tionshin to this
investig.tion. Part one of this chupter reports on 4iffer-
ent theories related to the ganesis of sutism. The eoaclusion
of this chepter presents the hypothesls of the vressnt study.

In the mecond chepter the problem of thes plausibllity
of sutism in early mentzl life is presented, The focus of
the laquiry iao this chspter is on discussion of theories of
8arly ocognitive development snd znelysis of the determinsntes
of «utisa,

In the third cohrpter 2z oriticonl exuminstion of the
zutistic syndrome in early c¢hildhood is presented,

Chopter four presents a thecreticcl elaborstion on
the genesis of .utism. A sumrary of the investigstion zand
sugrestione for further resaxroh sre found in the conelusion

of thia last chupter.

7 Kanper, Cp, Cib., p. £11-817.


http://th.ef.is

CHAPTFR 1
REVIEW OF THY LITERATURY
l. The Mespinzg of sutism,.

The concept of autism is one of the most important
contributions of Bleuler.l He used thls tera o refer to a
certain tendsncy to turn away from reality, acconmpanied by
a eartalin type of thinking whieh does not represent
occurrences in the externsl world and is notbound by the

laws of logice.

It mirrers the fulfilliment of wishes and striv-
ings, thinks away obstaeles, concelves of impossib-
1lities ue posslible, and of gosls as sttelned, 1t
does so by fucilituting those sssoeietions which
correspond to the striving, and by inhibiting those
which contradict it, that is by mechenisms familiaer

to us ag influences of affects.
Initislly, Elﬁulers congldered sutlsm only as an

important symptom in schizophrenia, but it soon became
apparent to him that the phenomenon play® a universsal role
in human life. He observed that nutism is not only a

symptom of & clinics)l entity but, rather, a8 psychologcical

1 Bugen Bleuler, "Aatistic Thinking®, in David
Rapaport, (¥d.), Orzanizstion and Totholeay of Thought,
New York, Columbis Unlversity “ress, 189L, p. oc9-457.

& Llbid., p. 404.
3 lbido 3 po 399"43?.
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reaction to inner and outer experiences manifeat in different
degrees in & variety of life situations., He writes:

We find the same mechznlsms in dreams, in the

daydreems of normszls end hysterics, in mythology,
in superstition, as vwell &8s in cther deviaticne of
thought from reslity. There are essentielly only
guantitative differences between the dream of the
youngster who pleys general on his hobby-horse, the
poet whose poem abreacts his unhappy love or
transforme 1t into a happy one, the twllizht state
of the hysteric, and the hallucinations of the
sohlzophrenic Iin which als most impossible wishes
appear fulfilled, 41l these are but points slong
the same szcale,

Autism, eecording to him, i an wetive and zoal-
directed process which may be & Iflesting eplsode of short
duratien, or it may fill & 1ife and entirely repluace reality.
Although in excess it ies s scurce of disadapbation, in
moderastion it 1s easily borne and has s positive value, 4
certusin libarction of thinking from reality is & prereguia-
ite for new combinstions and discovery. It stimuletes en~
thusissm and activity, ie useful as an abresction, and glves
ap opportunity for the exsrolse of thinking sbility and
planning of the future.

The autistie detechament from reslity accompanied by
the relastive or sbsolute predominsnce of inner life is

essentislly, according to Rlaul&r,s en impairment in

4 Bl&ul&r, GQQ gito , p. 4@1“'4030

L "The Basic Symptoms of Sohlzophrenia™,
in David &ﬁpaport, (®d.), ¢p, Oit., p. 581-649.
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cognitive functiouinez., It represents a disorder of «spoei-
ation and affect, which dlstorta perception snd thinking.
in his own wordse:
It 18 not efber truths, but cfter the fulfillaent
of wishes; it dows not operste with Lhe experientially
aatzblished zssociations of etrlet, reslistic-logical
tilnking, but with incidewntel assceictions of ilaxs,
vague agelogles, and above wll, effective needs.b
fatistie thinking need not consider reslity since
it brings to occpscliousasss idess corresponding to an
internul tendsney, & somentery mood, or some siriving;
woethiar or not something is rsal, possiols, or
thinkeble, is of no concern %o it. Heallity enters
only in that it bas supplisd wuad 8411l supplles tne
precoute tion-nsteriel which the sutistic mechanisms
use either x5 thslr podnt of Gopaeriure Or wus Lneir
pubject-nattor,’
The buslic charsctaristic of autism is thel 1t does
not puy atiention to the dividing lines between humen 8-
periences und the verification of Lhese experisnces by looking
at reality snd using logle of relstionships. 1an sormsl life
gutistic thinking still operstes with =stzble conceptz coly
replaeing reality by srblitrary prasuprositlions, =pd4d the re-
surn o zthe exvern:l wnorld 1s e¢.slly 3done. In patholeoy,
partioul vly ia mobizophrsnis, the lisruption of assovcisntions
iz complete and, logleally, the ipdivilusl Jloes not seunase

eny more the diffarsnce bebtween tha loner anl ouder world;

3 Pleulsy, "tutistle-Untisslpiinasd Tiainking®, in
Guvid lapaport, (74.), Op. Clt., p. 439.

LT A -t (] - ALK 4
T emememen, TSlLole Jlasintt, O0. Yikes Pe 208~
AL civinat T S

400.
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the in.ra-psyohlc reality aessumes the role which properiy
bslongzs only to externsl) reality.

In final snslysis, as Bl@ular8 points sut, the huren
spscles has to come to terxns with tae existepnce of wutisnm,
Sober realisus, who exsggerate in thelr realistic thinkine,
live, sccordine to him,only for the moment and canpot antioi-
pate. TFxtreme mutism, on the other hend. produces dreamers
who are shut off from the sxterusl world and are inactive.
But in moderstion, loosening of the strict, reslistio-
logleal thinking - whioch allows for lncidentsl sesocietions
of ldeas - mskes possible the highest achisve~ent, namely,
the correct coubination of reality and wish,

The apsumption thet sutism le essentimlly en impzir-
ment in cognitive fumnectioning is found »~lse in writines of
other investiztors, Thus, Kleiahg in Cercany, Luriyalo
in Russis, sad ﬁolastaiélia Ueiia te meintsin that the besio

characteristio of sutism, especially in its extrese forsm in

8 Bleuler, "sutistic Thinkins", 0p. Cit., p. 399-437.

® Enrl Klelst, "fchizeophrenio Symptoms and Cerebrsl
Pathology”, in Jaugn%l af &antg% ~oience, Vol. 108, No. 442,
isaue of Jenusry 1960, p. £46-£55,

10 A.K. Luriya, "Bpeech Davelorment apnd the Forzation
of Wental Proceeses", in ?a¥cna;aﬁieal Science in the UDBER,
Vol. 1, Washington, U.8. Joint Publioca~ions Heseurch Service,
1861, p. 704-787,.

11l Eurt Goldsteln, "Pumncticonsl Disturbsnces in Frain

Damage™, in Sillveno Arieti, (74,), Amgricen Zzndbook of
Psyohietry, Vol. 1, Wew York, Busiec Booke, 1959, p. 770-794.
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schizophrenis, 18 an in bility to form abstrsct concerts,
According to them amutistie thinking 13 concrete and is
similar to the disorder of thouzht oceurring in nstients
with orgenic brain damuage.

Another groun of investigators repressnted by
3ahildarl£ and more rscently by ?aynels atresses overinclu-
siveness of concepts snd inablility to attend sslaoctively ns
the main cause of gutistioc thinking. focording to these
writers subistic persons tend to form wide, ¢verinclusive,
and poorly delinented comeepts. All thinklng, according to

Sohiider,t®

is an internal process of trial and error and of
utilization of obJect relations which pusses through stages
of affectivs reconstruction und symbolization., The main
charscteristic of thinking proper ls that it reaches its zoal
in spite of affective resconmstruction in the preceding phases,
Autlistice thinking, on the otaer nepnd, represents an uncom-
pleted aet of thought, an arrest on 2 transitional phase,
Sinece thinking gets ite effeotive direction towsrds reality

only in the last phase of the process, every cognitive act

12 Paul Sehilder, Uind: ?akcmvtion end Thought in
heir Construc iv &a sata Wew York, Jolumbla University

ress, 1942, x
13 R,%. Tayne, "Cognitive Sbnormalities”, in H.J.

Eysenck, ("d4.}, Handbook o% ?bgeaggl Psychology , Hew York,
Basio Books, 1961, Do &4D~ .

14 Behllder, Op, Cit., p. 300-3£3,
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arrested on a trunsltliomal powse will not e differentisted
and will show a prodominance of lustiactual life und affect-
ivity. Autisiic thinking is thus, essentlally s msllormation
in the process of difieruvntiation of thouyhts,

A third group of ifavestlgators elalms thot uubistie
toinking represente u regression to the level of ocognitive
functioning of the c¢hild or of the primitive man, Mo-tly
iarluenced by the iecapltulation tancory, the clapsic paycho-
anelytio theory, «nd anthropology, the regression hypothecis,
as applled to autistic thinking, assumss that the primitive
man provides an accurstve pleture of eerly sbuges of biologl-
sal and soclal evolution of the civilized wan. lutistic
thloking is thua described to rescult from a bresk in the
rationsl layer of coanitive funotioning which allows for
arehaic modes of deallipg wlith reallty to appear on ths
surface.

The contemporary repressabztives of this group are

Ariatilﬁ la psyobiatry apd Warnarl

6 in psyehology. According
to the former zutistio thipzing ig not irrational. [ostead,
it represents e teleolosle regression to .rchaic forms of

rationality, to & paleolozical type of logle. Putism in his

15 8llveneo ’rieti, lnterpretotion of Sehizeophrenis,
Few York, Grunner, 1955, xv - De

16 Heinz ¥Werner, Comparstive FPeychology of Mental
ggve;e¥aﬁﬁt, Hew York, Internationel Universities Press,

1857, (revised edition), xii-584 p.
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view is not due to an impalirment in ocognitive functioning
but, rether, it is a purposeful end active terdency toward a
reversed hierarchy of cognitive responses, from the highest
to the lowsst, to aveld anxiety.

37 too stresses the regressive nature of

perner
autistic thinking. according to him the regression to lower
levele of cognitive functi onipg enables the person to bring
the externsl world ocloser to the subject., The autistic world
and that of the primitive or of the cnild is a2 world of
pearness-at-hand in which subjeot - nd objsot are merged; it
is u world of physiognomie perception end eynoretic concep-
toaalization. In this world things sre not substantisl, ex-
ternal objects, but their existence and movement depend
upon the needs snd will of the subjleet. According to him,
the regresslive neture of sutistic thinklng cannot be ex-
plalined as a2 recession on & sraduasted gquantitative sczle.
sutism for him menifests rather a sualitative chan<e, a turn
to another sphere of dealing with reality in which the
person functions in "(...) a mode of thinking thst is neither
illogical nor 'pre-logleal'. It ile aimply loglesl in

g other, self-.ocontained aanse”.lﬁ

18 Ibid., p. 16,
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The investigntion of sutiam from the point of view of
e coznitive dysfunction or =z regresaion t0 lower lavels of
cognitive functi oning did not bring to conocluslive results,
The abundance of asrzument about the nature of the change in
cognitive funotioning in sutistic phenomens, =nd the acarcity
of supportive d.ts for the vsrious hypotheses, brought many
investigators to shift thely investig tion of autism to new
avenues of sapproasch,

Perhaps the most represant tive of this trend sre the

19 In & criticel evelustion of studies

vi ews of Cameron,
done on schizophrenie thinking he points out thuet neo suppor-
tive duta wes found for the regression hypotheses neither for
the abstraot-conorete dichotemy. ‘“ccording to him autism
represents a functionsl impairment of communiostion, =nd a
condition of secinl dissrticulastien, ™rimarily, it manifests
a process of desocializetion in which the individusl hes
glven up effective =ocisl contucet snd turned to a world of

o anunicative privedy spd organized fantazsy.

20

In Csperon's” oonception of thought processes the

most lmportant dimension is the sccisl, public versus the

19 Normen Cemeron, "The Punctional "sychoses®, in
J. MoV, Hant, (B4.), Personslity .nd the Pew vior Disorders,
Vol. 2, New York, Ronsld Press, 1944, p. 561-9Z1.

20 cocmmnea » The Tsvehology of Behavior Disorders:

A Blosceiel Interpret:tien, Boesten, Houghton ¥Mifflin, 1947,
p. 486-489,
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private, gutistie., Autism is thus conceived of by him as a
behavioral orgenization, whelly structured in terms of
imegined cotivities and parsons, and operuting within a
funtasied context. He melntains that sutistic thinking is
es abstract ae normsl and its msin oheracteristic is not
that of & cognitive dysfunction, but rsther lies ln the fact
that 1t 1s not shaped by scelel norms and is not monitored
from the point of view of outslde society. TYTsesentially,
autism manlfests the person's effort to hold on to private
meanings and the d4isregard of the sociml noras.

A similer but much broader view on the meaning of
gutlsm is provided by ﬂullivan.zl His psrticular conception
of sutism is closely related to his personsl view on the
nature of experience and personality development. Life,
agcording to him, is a dynemie¢ process of ovaert z2nd covert
interpersonal communicetion, and & constant striving afler
wesning , both based on the primery need for relief of snxiaety.
Development, as conoeived by him, is a gradual process of
sociallization through consensual vealidation, whereby the
growing individual learns the scclally shared meanings of
words and events and acceptsz them as a st ndard for his

particlpation in soclety and for gelf-reaslization. 1In this

£l Harry Stack Sallivan, The Interpersonsl Theory of
Psychietry, New York, Korton, 1953, xvili-4%95 p.
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context uutism represents the unsccialized, and uncosmunic-
ative mode of slaboration of events and manifesste the
individuel*s insbility or unwillingness to sive up his private
meaning of experience. W®hile in early childhood this
unacculturated stete of symbol zctivity is s norssl condition
and an expression of the child’'s paratazic mode of experlence,
later in life 1t manifests the perscn’s difficulties in
soclal scoomodation and his objection to relinguish or
submsrge his private msanings.

Contrary to Bj.ez‘zn.xil.es:r',2'g 2u111van2® does not sonceive
of autism s8 8 manifestation of wishful thinking. Its
positive value is considersd by him to be in allowlng the
person, by relative withdrawel from interpesrsonsl communic-
atlon, to experience privately past svents and thus to
achiave freedom from anxlety snd & better insight into his
rele played in inbterpersonal relstionships. In its pathelogl-
cel menifestation, on the other hand, autism is an expression
of uncanny emotlons, of spclal dissoclation, and & regression
to the purstexio mode of experienocing.

Closzely related to the shove interpretations of

autism are «lso the views of Pim@at24 and

.3 22 Bleuler, "Autistle Thinkinpg®, Op, Cit., p. 399~
7.

23 ﬁﬁlli?&n, QE. {:é ﬁa 1] ?@ 545&;“"5500

£4 Jean Plaget, The Lepgusze and Toouzht of the
Child, Eew York, M.ridien Books, 1923, EBL p.
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Rewcomb.aﬁ

The unifying polint in ell of them is the basiec
concaption that normativeness of meaning :nd perception
develops through interpersonal communication snd social
sxperisnce., Autiam lg thus concelved =8 & primary, unsoocisal-
ized mode of thimking to wnich Plaget™® ettributes Lnability
te ocommunicute one's thoughts, apnd limitation of understznd-
ing. According to him this typs of thinking 1s poseible only
in e.rly childhood at a level of development when nei ther
scoie-lingulstic communicution nor social interchange of
thought is yet possible.

ﬂaweomb,a7 on the other hend, nmaintsins thet both
gocialized thinking znd sutism are escjulred ip a aznciasl
natrix, The personel distortion of meaning is, according to
him, a result of barriers to communiostion that develop
from a fixed perception of self-other relationships. He
draws a dletinction between two kinds of zutism; one which
is & result of & turn to individual privacy and brings to
isolation from social reality; the other, a socially shared
autism, whioh reprusente a kind of shered insulstion snd is

reinforced by socially accepted attitudes. ‘*lthough in both

25 Theodors M, Wewsomb, “Autistic Hostility end
8oclel Renlity", in Alfred E. Kuenzll, (®4.), The Thenovmenol-
ogical Problem, New York, Hurper & Brothers, 1959, p. 199-229.

26 ?1%@3. {;gt {}itn ) po E’Z:"‘ﬁﬁt

B? gﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁb, gﬂz ait&a y 1}0 l§’9~3?§9o
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perception of reality is distorted the soclally shared cutiam
does not separate the ind.vidusl from hie soclety.

4 partially sicilar view to that of Howoomb,®® but
in a context of a different theoretical orientstion, ie
expressed by Lurphy.zg dls views are the most representative
of the New Look movscent ip percaptual recearch which tried
te understand cognillve procerses apnd particulerly perception
in terms of needs., Hle basic opinion iz that nced deterzines
perception. le writes:

Bewds .re present before one gpens his eyes, be-

tfore a voice strikes the ear, WNeeds deterzine how
the incowlng eusrgles wre to be sut into strusiured
form. Perception, then, is not something that ls
first reglstersed objecvively, then ‘distortsd’.
Rethar, s the need pattern shifts, the stace is
set, minute by minute, for guesi-aubomatic
structure~giving tendencies thet make the percept
sult the need. (...) The nesis are salways conirol-
ling; psrcepdion, iunstszd of beinz the lewgiver,
takes orders from ihe need.d0

Ihe ipdivicuul's psyenolozgical rsality, ac.orilng to

31
Murphy, 1is not s stable matrix compcsed of . systsmatic
and ordsrly accumulation of verifled 3dastas snd iafersance

but, rather, does it reprssent & coustant struggzle for need

28 Kewconmb, Op,. Cit., p. 199-226,

29 Gurdper Murphy, Pecsonslity: # giagwcigl Approach
o Origl d Structure, New York, Horper an rothars, 1947,

Po 6 - 90»

30 Lbld., p. 377-378,
©1 Ivid., p. 362-3%0.
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gatisfuction and & ylelding to a psinful oomprozise between
the amount of informetion wnd the intensity of the need.
But, essentiully, he sses in every individual two ways in
which needs rolate to perception. Une 1ls of a delayed nature,
whereby needs are setisfied in vhe long run through adaptive
bahavior. The other is of an lemediste nature, whereby the
nerceptual orld 1s molded and pstterned, through past
axparience, so that it cunforms directly to the need.

This movewsnt ol perception in particular, and of
the cognitlve piocesses in gemsrsl, in the direction of
{.medl.te need satizfaoction is designsted by Soliley end

Murghyﬁg

as autism. Hsseniviaily it represents cne's effeort

to sst.%lish reality relationsnips aftver his own mesnings;
ope's strugsle to be aaster of whst one sepnses. Autism,

as Hurphy35 observes, dces nob wodify sensory elements 1t
anly alters structural relutionships, and autistie pnencmens
of deily life ure metiers of reletive displacexent, of
figure-zround wedification, end of new encborage points.
Uurphyo% differentiates between three kinds of sutiem.

One, the asutism of deily life, manifests 1teelf in relatively

58 Charles a4, Sollsy znéd Gariner ‘urpny, Davelopzent
9f the Perceptusl Verld, Kew York, Yrsie Books, 1960,
p. bL-v8,

33 Murphy, Jp. Cit., p. o728,
34 Ibid., p. £6E-380.
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minor distortions of :;sality but doea not imply soeiasl with-
drawal, paither s turn to & private world, The zeoond, the
socially shered sutism, represents ithe acceptance throuszh
sducation snd goclialization of prevelling group zttitudea
withoat resl contzoet «ith reality, snd menifests cne's need
for social protection. The third, cbssrved only inm psycho-
patholozionl oames, menifests a withdrewal to s private
world, separstion from sceial reallty, end finding satisfae-
tion in symbolie thinking, All three of them, as Hurphy
obaerves are:

{...) based partly upon fallure to distinguish
outer from innsr, partly upon the eapiriecal feet thst
one can to soms dsgree control the iansr world and
trensfer the 'coptrol sttitude' to the similer phases
of the outer world, and partly upon ordipary sutisms,
tie eontinuel siructuripng of life situstions in
terms of the ways one wants thec to be,S0

But the fundamentasl sharusteristle of sutism in all

1te menitestations is that the individusl is not awsre of
the affective distortion ¢f perceptusl reallty. Autlsm, he
meintaineg, nenifeste the iandividual's ldiosyneratie drive
satlafactions wilch one foregoss only under sccliasl pressure;
hoth in the developmental zeaning of the ooncept and in

iamnedisoy of soclal relationships.

35 Murphy, Cp, Cit., p. 383,
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Daradcxiezlly enough, althoush ons fin'g ‘n Eur;hy’aga
work the most exten:ive theorelical and exparimental uvse of
tho ooncept of wutlenm, the conesplt 1l9¢1f ls romewhat vacue
and ill-dsfined., ir beaslce teret thet sll Lehavior is drive-

otivioed wnd all cognitive procesecs ars to some extent
shaped by the srscsure of blolo ical or osychoganle noeds s
ne lomger doubted. But this st.ie.ent oply indiqntes the
significunee of zotivation or of Ariving Torges in cognition;
it does not ex;lalin Lo chovectsr und wmode of opiretion of
the motivetlng forces, nor %oes it ;wke plsce for = clsar
differautistion beiwser normel co iitive prooerses wnd
zutisa,

K1ein®? in sn extensive oriti we of Lhe npeed-theory
of pereeptlon polnts out ti t idilosynorases in -:rosptual
wnd sogaliive funotioning shruld not be considered ne autism,
sscording to him, varidioslity of rercentlion and cezgnitlion
is rother & laboratory comoont., In life people shos 1dio-
syneratic, preferred attivudes in raglisy .celotlonenips,
which express z parsonzl outlook on the world, & co nltive
style of rsclity testing. In tis opipion the notivity of
the need aonsists not simply of .rousel of the organism or

of pushing it to need-sutisfaction behsvior., It includes

<7 Georre 2. ¥lein, "The Fersopsl ¥orld Through
Perception”, in Rovert R. Blake cnd Glenm V. hamsey (Fds.),

Perceptlon: in Apnrosech to ﬂar&nnaliﬁz ¥ew York, Ronsld
Press, 1951, p. ©26-866,
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speclific ways of dealing with the environwent whioh,
developmentally viewed, bulld the experiential mst:iixz of
the individual and develop cognitive atrutegies of resiity
gontaoct, Om ithe physicloyical level of explanstion 1t in-
volvas the sensory-tonle pattsroing of events whleh ragulste
cne's sensory thresholds. O the pasyehologiesl level of
explasnation 1t ipvolves the developasnt of aceowmndative
structures whioch underly the counitive style of commeres
wlth envirenment,

in otner words, idiosynerasy in reallty relationsiips

is considered by Eleinsa

a norasl sxpression of sub jeot-
objeet intersction, Autism, on the other hend, is s manifest-
ation of a break in one's coznitive style of reality rolation-
si:ipe end 1is considered by him a pstholo leoal phenomenon,

The fundamental charecteristic of sutisse is thst it 1s not

& reslity-oriented and sdaptive setivity. Although ip & very
genersl ssnse it represents a regression, not every regression
is oonsidered by Klain as an indlcation of sutism. Seeling
things in & novel way under partlouler circumstasnces ls not
necesssrily seeing them in & wrong way, aor is it nescessarily

an indlcation of withdruwal from Teelity end indulgoence in

wishful thinking. In hls own words:

36 Klein, Qp. Cit,, p. 328-355,
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Behavioral regression involves the wdaptive anims
apgsocieted with esrlier goel sets and concents, bhut
wlth these it invokes earllier adaptive means.
Therefore p t sll instances of regression must be
teken to represent & helpless capltuletion to drive
satisfaotion at the cost of adapbtivensss.39

In recent yesrs mnother use of the concept of sutism
came to the fore in psycholo:lcel litersture. Kenner40
applied this concept to describe a very rare disorder in
shiliren who froz the beginnlug of extreuterine life are
aloof, withdrawn, sppear to be living ir a privste world,
&nd cobstruet any attempt to come in soeiasl conitsot with them.
He nened this clinical entiiy »erly infentlile sutlsm to
stress the ohlldrents indiffersnce to the environment, par-
ticularly the scclal environment, and thelr insistepce on
the preservation of sameneas.

Although in the last two decuades a zrsat amcunt of
publications appsared which deslt to a graater or lesser
extent with this oclinicel entity, no consistent theory has
been advenced to sceount for early icfantile eutism, The
only sttempt to give s theoretical outline to ihe central

charactsristics of this eliniosl picture one finds in

59 George 8. Xlein, "Cognitive Conirol snd Hotiva-
tion", in Gardner Lindzey, (Bd.), issegsment of Hunsp
Motives, New York, Rinshart, 19566, p. 105,

40 Leo Karmer, "Autistiec Diasturbances of *ffsctive
Contaet”, in The Nervous Child, Vol., £, 1943, p. 217-250.
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Mehler.4t

According to her autlsm menifests: firstly,
impers-nelity of oogniltive functioning and especially im-
personallty of the perception of human belussg seoondly,
l-ek of reality modification snd inebility to adjust to sny
chenge in anvironment; and thirdly, predominsnce of proprio-
geptive over peripheral sensation. It represents thus a pre-
eg0, or ezo-nucleug level of behavior ochuracterized by laek
of polarization betwesen the ego and non-ego, espeslally the
human, and an sbsence of ego synthesis,

Mehler, gﬁ_ﬁl,ﬁﬁ consider early infeuntile autisa to
represent a fixstion st & most primitive phame of extra-
auterine llfe. /‘ccording to them it wanifests z defense
abtitude by which the children try te shut out the poteantisl
saurces of sensory perception, particulsrly the infinltely

vuriable onees of the living world, which demsnd sn emotional

socisl response,
2. The Genesls of Autism,

In the first paxrt of this chapter four major views on

the mvening of autism were pressnted. The first aspproach

41 Margaret S, Meshler, "On Onild Fsychosis and 3chizo-
phrenia: Autistic and Bymbiotic infantile Psychoses"™, in The
Payochoasnslytiec Study of the Child, Vol., 7, 1952, p, 286-305,

4 wmmmeme= y Banuel ¥urer, valvin F, Hettlage,
"Severe Fmotional Disturbances in Childhood: Psyohosis”, in

Bilveno .rieti, (=4.), A%@riaan iendbeok of !syehistry,
Vol. 1, New York, CU.sic Books, 1959, p. 516-839,
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strecess the cogniitive aspect of autism, the second the
aoclal aspect, the third the need-dynumic aspect, and the
fourth, oonstriocted to & particuler oclinicael picturs,
gtreszes a xind of pre-sooclalized zlonensss as & result of
Tization o a pre-symblotic staze of development. Viewed
from & different sngle, Lhe above presented theoretiocsl
sormulations 1lluminste two basisc anvrouches towurd the
understunding of the wsaning of autism: s c¢liniesl nnd an
expoerimental. The clinloal conception of sutism stresses
the turning w+say from the real world and s fixation at, or
regression to a level of cogniiive functionin: characterized
by unretlsctivensss, timelessuees, and concreteness, The
experimental conception, on the othsr hand, concelves of
autism as & nonveridical cozanltive funotioning due to an
intenslity of nueds from within or &8 a rssult of deprivation
or overloading of stimuletion from without,

Yhen one turns to the guestlon of the gansele of
autisg the sources avsllable ers very soesrce, Yaisentiaelly
two besic views with regard to this problem are found in
peycholo-lcal litersture., Cne view maintoins thet wtlisa
i# bmasically & cresult of unchanncllsd asffeots and a prisitive,
undifferentiated level of mentsl fuanctlonime. *& such its
cradle is in Infsnocy when no Sifferentivtion bstwsen subjloect
snd objeot, feelinsg snd perception, &nd desire snd smetion 1sa

yet poszible, The other visw waintuims that -utism 18 not
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poeaible in early childhood and developes only st a later
staze of mentel development. Accoriine to Rleuler, asutism
is not possible in early childhood., He writes:

(soe) in order to dream that "ne is a prince one
niast know that princes ocan heve everything, imcluding
the most beautiful prinocess, and that their destiny
ia to 1live the curefree life of a king. In order
to dream onsself rioch, one must know th=t meney can
buy meny sood bhings.4d

In bis opinion, elthough sutistie mechanisms are

inborn to be able to funoctlon they regulire a certain matrix
of pressntatiop-meteriel of tihe externsl world, a certein
complexity of coanitive organizustion, and a coamplex memory.
He does not concsive of autism as en instentsneous, (iffused
payohle recction to sotual impinging exterpnel situstioms,
nor a8 8 prizury psychic function out ef which logicsl
thinking develops through & turn to rewlity and repression
of ipner <rives, but, "Ab & gartain lsvel of development,
the sutistie function is sdded to the reslity-function and
develops with It from thoere mn.”44

Nevelopmen tally viewed thus sutlsm is not possible

before some knowledse sbout tne external world is ac ulired,
before some voluses awre lormed wnd, =8 Blaul®r45 poluts out,

before tha ohild ie ubvle to turn awey from reslity and

indulee in imsgination.

43 Bleuler, "Autistic Thinking", Op. Cit., p. 432,

44 Ivid., p. 427.
45 idia., pe 4xl,
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The 2ame view on Lhe genesls of sullsm, ulthough
expressged in a differsnt theoretlosl conlext, 1s presented
by Murphy.46 In nis dlscursion of suviatic peresption he
maintaing thet sutism 1s possible only when the third level
of cognlitive sotivity develops., Autism, according to him,
is not possible at tne first, puyslognomic lavel of cognitive
functioning becuuse &t this stuse the 4drive-satisfying
charascter of the objeets experisnced 1s simoly an aspaot of
the perceptual wiocle. At the second lavel of cognitive
functioning autiem is not pessible becsure, scceording to him,
the cogritive elements in prlimsary conceptuslizetion are
relatively iadependent of the affective, /futism 1s possible
only at the third level, when affectlve slements sre wrought
into the totsl pleture in wileh cognlitive integrestion is
being achieved, and markedly distort the cogultive plcture
of reality withoui the obmarver being aware of it.

The opposlite view, namely, that autistic thinking
starts with the beginning of postnatal 1life end constitutes
the prisary, undiffersntliated and Jrive-coapelled stare of
nornel cognltive functicning ls, essentially, bessd on

olsesi¢ psychoensalytic theory, end particularly on rroud' s’

46 Murphy, Op. Cit., p. 364-390.

47 Sigmund Freud, The %nterpr@t:tion of Iiraans, New
York, B&sie Books, 1935, translated by James Str:chey,
p. 509-621.
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gonoceptions of primary process and the nleasure principle.
Acoording to him, thinking in e-rly mental 1ife, under the
domination of the prismsry nrocecs, ies unreflective, and
atrives only to rscapture, throush hallucinstlon, peroeptions
whigh sre linked with zstirfaetion. It isg only durin.. the
course of life thet the seccndsry process unfolds under which
domination thinking becomes reflectlve, shows tlme perspective,
and uses abatrset concepts correspondinz to reelity relations.
But, esmentislly, thought, whether under the Joaination of
the primery process or the secondsry process, manilfesis a
wishfulfilment. Under the former, the wishfulfilment 1is
immediaste snd 1s sohieved through inner cathexis and the
establishment of, what ?reu648 ralls, a percentual identity
of the objeot or event that brouzht satisf.oblon ia ths past,
Under the latter, wishfulfilment is i2lcyed until the objesct
of satlsfsction 18 recovered in the external world. According
to him, "Thought is after ell nothing but & substitute for a
halluelnatory wish; (...), siunce nothinr but & wish can set
our mental spparatus at work."49
Both the primary and ssconiary process re toncelved
of ag idenl concertionsz thet define ths extrazmss of a loglesl

continuum but 40 not constitute = deseription of an espiricel

48 Freud, Op. vlt., p. 3686.
49 Ibid., p. 547,
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possibility. Any actual thought process, even that of an
infant or a schaizophrenlic, has Lo be located sonewhare in
betwean the two poles, But in its purest possibls form the
primary process zanifests itself in sarly onildhood and in
dream, It i3 in these conditions tast » ishfulfilmsnt through
perceptual identity und complete dieregsrd of reslity is
possible at best,

In the ¥Freudiagn concentual system autism thus rulee
early mental life,and its first nanifest:tion 1is possible
when a once autisfied need arises & paychical impulse, which
is considered by Freud to be a wish,

(eoo) Which will seek to re-osthect the mmemonio
imsge of the perception and to re-evcke the perception
itself, that iv te say, to re-este™lish the cituation
of the original satisiactiom.d0

& corresponding view one rinds also in “Tiaget's
writings., According to him sutiem is posgsidble only in early
mentel Life which reveals a lagck of differenti.tion bstween
objest wnd subject, perception and feelino, cuuse and aoction.
It is considered by nlm & kind of thought in which truth ie
confused with desire; and in early life it le dzalre that

dominates mentsl life. At this level of nental functioning:

50 ¥reud, QOp. Cit., ». 58é6,
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To avery desire corresponde immedi-tely an ime:e
or {llusion ~hich trunsfoims thls desire into resllty,
thanks t0 & sort ¢f pseudo-hsllucination or play. No
oblective obsocv.tlon or ruasoning ie posrible; there
is only a psrceptusl play which irsn=forms peroe~iions
and cre.f28 cltu.tions in eccora.snce with subject's
pleasure,l

- .
ce Burmary.

The different theoreticel formulatinps, presented
above, manifest a wlde array of sttempts to clavify the
provlea of the mesning .nd renesis of asutism, Without
einimizing the importance of the different thaories one
rather wonders whethar they svpesk about the same nhenomenon.
in sutlism the thinking process 18 strongly influanced by
sfrect, but affsoctive thipking is not the basia charset-ris-
tie of the p1spomenon, aAc¢sording te Blaular,ﬁa pany nhenom-
ena of aff-~¢tive thinking 4o not fall into the catasory of
autism. The delusions of the manic-depressive, thse idess of
the melencholic, careless thinking of normal neopls which
1zsds to false conelusions - sll these phenomena repressnt
the influence of af~set, but do not nanifast autiem., The
baslc churacteristie of autism, mecording to him, is thet it
eoneiats in affactive and wishful thinkinz which {s counled

with & definite »vithir:esl rrom the sxternsl world,

81 Je=an Plaget, The Chlldi's Conce tion ~f Thysical
Causality, Lorndon, Xesan, 1930, p. 202,

52 Bleuler, "/uti-tic PTainkins", On, Cit., p. 409,419,
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Bruner, gﬁ_ﬂl‘ﬁg also strsss this polnt, althousgh in
& Aifferent context, They differaitiste betwean cosnilive
functioning that couwss to ssetisfy an immedlate need und
coznitive funotioning that repragents an effort after empiri-
cel verisimilitude. In both, spesking in experissntal
lanzuage, the rasults are nonveridiosl, but the lettsr doces
not menifest & need satisfaction, rather it is erronecus
thinking congruent with one's attitudes, velues, and ocosmon
experience,
Another sorollary of this problem is eipressed by
Solley and Murphy:
One should pot conclude that affective tone is
the differsnce between veridicsl spd nonveriiieal
parception., Both types of peroeption may be
infused wilth affcot, and subtistic percention cey
coinelde with veridisel perception.b4
The diffarencs thus beltween stftective thinxing, or,
as some ¢all 1%, csreless thimking, errcueous thinking,
thinking that follows the losi¢ of verisimilitude, snd
asutism 18 pot in prepondarsnce of effeoct in ons or the other,
The mein difference lies in the faot that while ths former
doas sttempt to acvsount for reality but in an inadeguete

way, autism 18 concemed with resllity only insofar azs it can

53 Jeroms 3, Brumsr, Jacqueline J. Geodnow znd Jeorge
A, austin, A Study of Thimkinr, Bow York, Wiley, 1936,
p. 104-105,

54 Solley and ¥urphy, Op, Git., p. 78.
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use it to satisfy a wish and excludes it whersver it hinders
its purpose.

The differentiation betwsen affective thinking and
antism is of importance when one atiempts to investisete the
genssls of sutism., Affeet is part and pare¢el of the matrix
of esrly experience, bul should mental functioning in early
life be considered ass autism? The basic i-ea that esutlism
menlifests the workiny of primary procsases and as such
constitutes the ohild's early mental functioning which is
dominated by primsry processes, cones from the classic
psychosnalytlo theory. The paradox of it is thut & ~reat
number of psychologists accept the idea without yusetioning
its sources., The elassic peychounslytie formulation of
sarly development iz not bzsed on empirical evidence. Terly
development 1s rether structured and concelvasd of in a way
that it fits e theory of sleep znd dreem interpretetion of
the sdult, Wishfulfllment, withdrewal of cothexis, ego
regression, perceptual identity lnstsed of thought i{dentlty
- all thess concepis fit & theory of dream interpretation.
They were implanted into the flsld of easrly dsvelopment be-
cause of the need to support the busic thesis that, "Dreaming
is a pilece of infantile mental life thot has been super-

66 Freud, Op. Git., p. 567,
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¥ven the opinion of Bleuler>®

that autiss is not
possible ip esrly childhood 48 not fully slaborated and

shows meny contradlotions. ‘otuzlly his snssumption is based
on an objection to psychospalytis conception of hallucinatory
gratification in sarly childncod apd not on empiricsl study
of ¢hild development. His two stuiensnte that sutiss re-
guires & complexity of cogpitive organlization =znd that a
ehild of ame two le fully ruled by sutism are contradictory
in neture and rether manifest & narrow understsnding of

early mental functioning. His examples for asutism at the

age of two are the playing send daydreasing of the ohlld, It
Beens Lhat ﬁl@ularﬁv commits hers an error of a4ultomorphism
end contradiets his besle Zefinition of zutism.

Firet, & ohild, ase two, cmunot poesibly Aeydrsam.
Daydroasning involves two functions: withdrawal fryom the
external world znd brinzing forth of mentsl repressntations
without the use of speech., At this stsze the ohlild caanct
withdrew from somethingz which is psycholozloslly not yet
distinet from him, nor is he sble, acoording to “i&gat,sa
to bring forth msntal representztions without using spsech.

Second, the play of a cnild, particulsarly in early life, is

56 Bleuler, “Autistic Tainking®”, 0Op., Clb., p. 488,
§7 Ibid., p. 433.

38 Pieget, Ihe Lonsusge and Thought of tho Child
gﬁa c%t. v p. 5&"5é0 ’
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s Buehlerd? points out sh expression of hls rsality-function;
it cennot thus be considered as sutism.

The the-ls of this writer ig, that autism is not
possible in esrly ohildhood. 1t iz neither peossible as a
phenomenon of euarly cognitive fupetioning, nor as a
psychopathological ayndrome.

it seems that the possibility of behsvior and
conmunlcation a8 evoking rather than conveying meaning is
overlooked in the attempts to understand aurly childhood
behavior. It ie the hypothesis of this writer that early
¢hlldhood behavior petterus wmhen evalusted by an sdult evoke
in plm the notion of autism. When the child's behavior is
studied in its own frame of reference and not Judred azainst
adult conventional standards, there is no basis for the
application of the conoept of sutism to it, Behavior and
verbalization in esrly ohildhood are not metaphoric and
allegory-llke exprassions deliberately lovented, but zre
ratoer the only posaible expressions of the child's

conception of reallity.

59 Eerl Buebhler, The Mentsl Development of the Ghild,
london, Routledge and Kegan, 1930, p. 87.
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CHAPTER 11
THE COGMITIVN AZVHCT OF 7ALRLY JHILD DEVELOPMYHT

In this chupter en attempt will be nude to answer the
guestion whethar the term sutism can be applled to deacribe
the cognitive functioning in esrly childhood,

In every attempt to answer e scientifie guestion,

i one has to be sure of two things:

sccording to Rapsport,
first, thet one understandes the jguestion; second, that

the snswer will be &t least in psrt supported by evidencs,
To comply with the above prinoiples of scientific diseclpline
the first part of this chspter wlll oconcern itself with the
clarificastion of problems relsmted to cognitive theory,
cognition, and 1its Gevelopmantal sspect., This will be
followed by & discusslon ip which this writer intends to
prove, through slaborstion of scientific evidence, thet

the term sutism oznnot be used to describe cdognitive func-
tiening in early childhood, Perhaps one notée of clarifica-
tion ie needed at this point. It is not the imtentlon of

this writer to produce s systemuatic treatise on cognition,

Rather, 1t 13, to use Bartlatt'sa axprezelon an attaapt

1 Anatol Rspaport, "An Fseay on !ind", in Jordan i,
Scher, (%d.), Theories of the Mind, New Yorx, The Free Press
Of Glﬂll@%, 1952’;, po 271"0@4.

2 Frederic Bartlett, Thinking: An Fxoerimental snd
Social Study, New York, Basic Hooks, 1938, 203 p.
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in interpolation, that is, the une of evidence to sunple~ent

avidense,
1. Trends in Contemporury JSognitive Theory.

The past ftifteen vears have witnecsad s zrest
revival of interest in cozuitive thsory. Comnition, once
a core topic within psychology, was with the rise of
stimulus-response psychology completely rejected as & problem
for iuvestigation. For behaviorism coznition was neithur a
psychologiosl fact, nor 2 postul:rted behavior varisble, Re-
cently, after long years of exclusion from the body of
scientific psyochology, coznitive thecry suddenly accuired &
status of urgent importance. This change in sttitude aasy be
attributed to four major developments in nayebology in the
pa st two decadesn,

The first lmpact ocane with the dismolution of the
glavsliocal schools of payshology. It brousht sbout a retreat
from peripheraliem, operstionalism snd mechenical ssseclation-
i8m a2 the sole oriteris of pasycholo~icsl investirstion andé
led to & recognition of the importaznce of mediastion prohlsms
in psychology.

Another source of stimulation for resesrch in
cognition waes a chenge in orientation in jpersonslity theory
and the development ¢f ego paychology with lts stress on
the study of tvhe so-¢alled synthetle functions of the ego.
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Peychopathology is a third souroe of the revivel of
interest in cognitlve thsory and perticulsrly in the de-
velopmental aspeot of cozpnition., The divergent modes of
thinking found in different clinicel plctures puzzled many
elinicisns with regard to thelr nsture und mesning. Loglcal,
pre-logicel, primitive, »nd paleoclo igal thimking, ration-
ality snd irr.tlonality - were probleas whleh prompted a
genarel intercet in the laws roverning normal ‘ogpillive
development,

Fignally, the development of lafor..tion tisory wus
the last =und perhaps the strongest souroe of stimulation
which prompted a deep internst in ccanition. This tueory's
extrome and mecchanistic ipterpretation of the concept of
mind, in terms of inputs end outputs of & communicaiion
system, snd its basio postulete that men is & machine - snd
rot a vary perfset ons beccuse soms ocomputors think fuster
and more corr=otly - gave many psyehologists the foelling
that psychology in its effort to becose '. sciesnce devi. tad
from its busic alm, the study of mean. Ilesaulielly, inform-
ation theory robbed man of hls (acssiry and of =ls huaan
purposivensss. This proaptsd many paycholozists to deepen
thelr intsrest in the emerszence of cognliive funotions; the
3

cognltive zeroc, 10 pavaphrsse Gesell and Amatruia,” and the

3 Arneold Gesell und (utherine S. Ametruds, Develop-
mental Disgnosis, New York, hurper & rothers, 1941, xvi-486 p.
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experiential coutent of cognition at different stages of
development became an lmportant topic for Invesiirution. Or
a2 Harris outlines it, for many investigstors the immedlate
guestion for consideretion was: "At what point in the escale
of development may we Justifliebly exclude mind, cnd just
where does mind, in the full sense, eppear?™d

The change of attitude towcrd cognitive thsory and
the developmental aspect of cognition caught both cosnitive
theoreticlsns and developmentelits unaware and unprepared,
Although cognitive theory had a long history of strife for
inoclusion in the =eneral field of sclentifie pasychology it
ha 4 only & vary msager experience im genuine resssreh. The
ssme situation prevailed in developmental psychology. In
spite of the fmet thet maturation and lesrning have recelved
guite intensive atuly, Informstion regurding the phenemenology
of sarly childhood was lacking. In elmost all studies the
normative approaech prevalled snd interest wss fooused on
those observable aspects of the developmental process which
occur with grest statistical frequenocy and regulasrity.
Ontogenstic pattsrning of hehavior and siudy of rasponses
which maey be elloited at vurlous nges constituted the mein

theme of investigation. Although such data is of value it

4 Errcl ¥, Harrls, "Mind snd Mechaniocal Yodels™, in
a'erﬁg;g E. Beher, (54.), Theories of the Mipd, Op. Cit.,
p. 478.
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d4id not augment & dynamic underatending of benavior in early
¢hildhood.

Wnat does the field of cognitive theory represeat
today? The apswer to this yuestion is perhupe best found in
Bchesrer's definition. According to him cognitive theory is
concerned "{...) with the problem of how man ~ains informe-
tion and understanding of the world about him, and how he
acts upon his enviropuent on the b.sls of sueh cognitions“.s
A oloser inspection of the above definlition rTeveals that it
stresses three aspects of cognition: the intermedizry aspect
of cogpltion in orgsnlsm-environment ianterscetion; the intre-
organlsmie aspect of cognitive processmes, snd the develop-
mental aspsot of coanition. The three elements also reflect
the different trends in the study of cognltion, present in
paychological literaturs.

a) The Intermediary Aspect of Cognitive Processes,.-
The major exponent of this approsch towsrd the atudy of
gognition is Brunaw1k¢ﬁ Hie theory represents an attempt
to stratify topologically the determipanis of cognition and

stresses the importapos of the "distal® reality in a

5 Martin Scheerer, "Cogulitive Theory", in “sriner
Lindzey, (Ed,), Haupndbook of Soeisl Teycholowny, Cumbridge,
Wuss., Addlson-"esley, 1954, p. 91.

6 Tgon Drunswlk, "Scope snd ieneots of the Cosnitive

Problea", 1a Jerome 8. Brumer, st al., Cont Y

SEDOTED
A@groacggs to CGognition, Cambridge, Mass,, Harvord University
Press, 1 sy Pe =31,
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¢ognitive process, ZXnvironment, scoo.ding to hin, does not
provide the organlsm with univocml cues, I% is thus
fmportent in a study of cognition, as in svery comnitlive
process, to understand properly the seologicul wvelidity.
Topologically and molarly, he differentiutes bastwean the
scolosical and orgsnismic phssez of cozuition. On the
melecular level he pronosas five pajor determinants: the
diatel stimulus, proximal stisulus, lntraorganismpio evenus,
proximal rescotione, and dlstal sffecte. Om the funcilonal
lavel he concelves of three types of Iinterlocking
intersctiona in coznition: the distel-proximel, which is =
purely intraecclosicel; the proximsl-peripheral, and the
peripheral-central.

Brunswik's approsch resualts from his objsetion to the
traditional spproasoh in psycholo-iexl research in whieh the
psychologist is preocoupied with the organism at the ex-ense
of the environment. He percelivee of organlsm snd environment
a8 systems, each with its own propertles, szpd cszlls to
restore

{(eco) the proper osquality of standaris in the

trestment of orgenlsa and environment - thut is,
the eyuality of subj-ot and situstion (or object)
in which squal Justice is dope to the imherent

characteristies of the orgunisam .nd of the
environment,

7 Brunswik, Op. Cit., p. 6.
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Keidarﬁ is perhspe the most outstanding smong those
who approached the gcognitive problem along the zbove consi-
derations, His bssic oonclusion, after a study of the physi-
cal characteristics of the environment and thelr role in
environment-organiem interrelstionships, ig thet distsl order
cannot be derived from proximsl disorder, To properly under-
stand the cognitive process one has to study the psculiar-
ities of the relation between proximal and distal stimuli in
the ecolozicsl phase of cogpition. It is nhis opinion thut
the object of perception does not affeet the sense orzsns
directly but by means of mediastion. He thus differentiatss
in a perceptual mect between the object end the medium, In
sognition of things, 1t is the mediantor processes, movemsnt
vihieh affect the sense orgsns, znd 1t is the synthetio
funotion of cognition to structure these movements, Accord-
ingly, he melntaine, the orgsnissm does not stend in the
gausal texture like » thing thst is pushed and pushes other
things; the orgenism ocmap be sald to live in a world of move-

ment, and cognitively, in a world of thing-events, meanings.

8 Fritz dellier, "Bnvircasentsl Teterminents in
Psychological Theories®, in Psyoholozical Izsues, New York,
Internationsl Univarcities Fress, Voi. 1, Ho. <, 1959,

p. 51-B4,
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Another copsiderstion of the stimulus problem in
eoenition one finds in vurpny'sg and Ve-toh'slP approaches,
teecording to them the bemio question vith regurd to the
coxnitive stimulus senters not only srousd its eharacteristic
But slso #nd meinly around its locus. They meintain that
the primery stisulus in a cozgnitive procesns origlnates in
the organism from a nesd or intention .nd the objeoct in the
environnent has only a8 soal-voalue, The were physical
presence of an objact does not presuppose a cosnitive mct;
the thing present becomes known only if intentionality
endows it with sn intentionsl pressnce.

Tgsentially, the theoretical outlines, brought : hove,
point out only the particulasr charscter and hisrarchy of
cognitive determinants, they do not explein the ocogznillive
process, Attexpts 2t sueh explenetions one finds in
theories concerned with the intraorzenismic mespeet of
gognition.

b) The Intraorgsnismic Ampset of Cognitive "rocesses,.-
Thias f£19l14 of considsretion gave rise to thr:s sphroaches

in cognitive tharry: the first atulies the shysinloiesl

9 Gardner urphy,
to Ori-ins and Ctructure,
311*999 ? ®

10T§$nry Ei Veaboh, "dinds: ¥Yhot «nd Where in the
World Are They?", in Jordun ¥, rfcher, (74.), Dp. TJit.,
p. 314-329, ’ '
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appect of cogunlition} the second is Concerned +ith the syam-
bolio processss of cognltion; and the third exemines the
dynamies of the coanitive proocesses.

The mein represaentative of the first spproaceh tolay
is Habb.ll His contribution is important not because ais
theory is convinelag but, rather, Lresuse Lis model of the
neuro-physlolozicel substratum in co ,nition complements
many theoretloal expositions of the problea. His tlheory
attempts to bridge thes gep bstween the detulls of neuro-
physlology and the molar conespnpbions of behevior in payeh-
clogy. Central to his theory is the problem of thought,
with the emphasis on percspiuel experisuce. He .rites:

¥hat la bthe neurel basis of expeclency, or of
sttention, or interest? Older theory could use
these words freely, for it m.de no serious : Ltempt to
avold an interactionist philesophy. In aodern
paychology such terms are an embarrassment; Ulhey
cannot be escaped 4if one ils %o give & full accocumt of
bebsvior, but they still huve the saell of animlam;
and aust have, until & toneory of thought is developed
to snow how ‘saipectancy’ or the like can be a
physiolegically intelligible process, (...) The
desideratum 4is a coneeptusl tool ior dealinyg with
gxpsctanoy, atfention snd so on, znd with & tem-
porally organized intsrocerebral procsss., But this
would have value if it d4id not also comprise the
main f.ets of perception and lesrning.:

The key concept in his answer is the cell amsenbly,

goncelved as o clrzed .ystem in «iich neur 1 f.tin- om

11 D.0. Hebb, Urganizot.on of Bshavier, New York
Wiley, 194%, Xix-335 p. - ’ '

12 Ibid., p. xviii.




THE COGRITIVE *807CT §F 7 LRLY CULD LEVILO,GLET 38

reverberate efter the rece-~tor input hss coased,

Any frecguently repestesd, partiomlaer stizmulation
will lead to the slow development of & 'oell-
asserbly', s Aiffuse structn-e comprlierines cells in
the cortex and diencephslion (...}, ¢apable of acting
briefly as & closed systen, dellveriang fuclilitations
to other such systems and ususlly having a specific
motor facllitation, A serise -f such events aon~
stitutes a 'phase seguence' - the thought vprocess,
Fach assecbly action may be zroused by a preceding
uasa&blg, by & seasory event, or - normally - by
both., The gentral faeillitstlion from one of Lhese
activities on the next is the prototype of
*gttentiont .13

The cell asmsembly thus corrasponde to an imuge; it
is & representative and ls-rned -»rocess, un? o<1l sscemblies,
once established, get oconnected in se uences shlech correspond
to a current 1ln a stream of thoucht,

A completely different trsnd in the study of comition

one Tinde in Eruner'a14

apnroeeh. e ¢onc-ives -f cosnitive
processes as the means whereby org:nlsms achlave, retaln,

and tranzform informstion., Copgnition is conccived by him
gimply as & coding process whereby one lse.rns the probability
texture of the environmont., Once thie lg le.ined ocne can 0
beyond the given Iinforo-tion by prs’ieting lts likely

concomi trnts,

1% Hebb, Op, Cit., p. xix,

14 Jerome 5. Bruner, "Golng Beyond the Information
Given”, in Jernme 3. Nruner, st &l., Gonternpor:ry Approeches
to Coenition, 9, Cit,, p. 41-69.
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Esgentislly, brunsr is s learnlng theoretielsn who
stresses the what? before the hew?. In severy coguitlive pro-
cess, hs says,

{(ev.) one goss bayond the information glven, one
does 8o by virtue of being able to place the prssant
given in & sore generic system end (...) one eossen-
tially ‘resds off' from the coding system additional
inforaation either on the besis of lesrned contingent
probebiliti es or lesrned principles of relating

saterial, {...) It follows from this that it is of the
utwost laportsnce in studying lesrning to understsnd

systematically what it is thet sn orgenism has
leerned. This 1§"§§3‘3§%ﬁltivﬁ probvlem in learning.l®
Tue process of finding out whaet is gensrie ebout &
given situatiop 8o thst ope ean dsal vith slsiler situstlions
later consizts essentially of belne sble teo isoluta the
defining properties of saek ¢lxss of events to whish the
pregent situstion belonga. Thie eolluy of ¢ tegorles is,

18 the prineipsl mewns by which

acgording to bruner et al.,
& growlng meamber of & soglety is sooiulized, for the oabe-
gories thut one is teught snd comes Lo use zabituelly reflect
the desznds of ths sulfure in which they arise.

snother sprroech tosard the rtudy of cognition
through symbollie processss one fiuds in Gspood. His theory
ie a conceptual model Yosed on & coublned wnalysie of language

end peresption.

186 Bruper, Op. Ul%., p. 49,

18 Jerome &, Bramer, Jac. uelive J, Goodnow . agd the
late George A. Austin, A Study of Thinkina, Kew York, Wiley,
1986, x-330 p.
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It suvissyes two atages und three levels of
organlization between atimulus and reeponse in the
complete bshavioral aet., The Tirst stuse 12 what
I snall oull deeccdling, the totel process whersby
physioal energies in the snvironment are inber-
preted by the organism. The second stase iz what
I shell call epcoding, tne total process whereby
intentions of an oramuism sre exipresse. and hsnce
turned mgain into environsental events, The three
levels of orgeniz:tion sre wssumed Lo anuly to
both sides of the behsviorul sguetion, to both

deccding end sncoding: (1) & projeobion leysli, of
orzenigation, whioh relates both receptor an
muzcle events to the brelu via 'wire-in' naural

moonanism; (2) an intesretion level, which orgenizes
and sequendces both igecomipns and outgolng nesural

eveonts; snd (3) a gggfggg%ggﬁ%gg or cognitive level,
which 18 at cnoe ths temipnetion of decoding 2and the
initiation of emcoding operations,.l?

Rssentially, Osgoodts thsory is complementary to
Heider's.la In his two-2tage process in cognition he
interprets how, through decoding, e zoeially arbitrary
noise or movazment becoxzes associated with s representationsl
prosess wnd acguires pesning. in the following stuce of
exsoding, the repressntational process frees the person from
the immedlate here-asnd-now and sgssoocistes 1t to soelally
comumunieative vosalization.

Althoagh a behaviorist, his concept of the intra-

crganismic medintional process 18 not identified with a
specifiable pbysiclogicsl logus. Ihe medistion procsss for

17 Charles B, Osgoced, A Behavioristle Apslyeis of
Percepvion and Lanstszve ng Copnitive “heunomena”, in Jerome 3,

ﬁxanafé gt &)., fontemporary l‘prrosches to Cozuition, 2p. Cit.,
p. ?s" 7.

lg g@iﬁ@r, §§~ ai%.’ ?. 61"840
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ngunalg ie® sn intervenims variuvle wit. response-like und
stiaulus-like properties, und the represent.tiopal churacter
of the i{nlervenissg wurieble provides & hazis for & theory
of cogniticn,

In recent ysars m uew trond of cogritive ressaroh
onmoe t0 the rore iu psychologiosl ilitversture. This new
spproach drews stiention to cogpnitive controls and styles
whieh condition :.nd 1imit the influence of environmental
forees and of tenasions provoked by motives. Tasentially, it
is & study of coguitive struotursl constants which express
the individusl differences ip man's cognltive buohavior but
do not imply missdaptation or autisa. According %o Gurdner
g&ﬁg;.za effeollive perception snd effective aduptation does
pot imply unlformity asnd, on ths other hand, veridicality
does not safeguard from unresliistic sxpsrience., &8 Klein
pointes out, the conespt of veridicslity cen be mischievious
if it lesds to zesame Lhat there is a finelity to perceptusl
development. "Percs tion pursuss mesuings, not exhaustive

agouradgy or %ot&lity.*gl In fuet this new trend calie for

lg 931{,%&, Q’Ezz {;gﬁo 'y po ?5"'11%-

20 Riley ¥%. Gerdpner, et al., "Coanitive Jontrol®™, in
?azehel&ggaal Issues, New York, Internationsl Universities
Fress, Vol, 1, Ho., 4, 1959, 180 p.

21 George $. Kleln, "Cognitive Controel apd Motivation®,
in Gardner Lindzey, (%d4.), jAssessment of Hunan Motives, Hew
Yorx, Rinehard, 1958, p. 104.
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& recognition of cognitive controle in humsn bshavior, which
sre functionally autonomous from the specific components
underlying perception, recell, snd Judgment, and are operative
despite the shifts ln situationsl and behavioral contexts.
They are conceived of ss slow-changine, developmentally
stabilized structures which govern the extent of inform-
ationel feedback, and involve the aspplication of automstized
standards of edequacy to behsvior or experience. In summary,
as Gerdner gﬁ_g;,gz point out, cognltive controls involve
individuelly varylnz stondards of adequaoy within ipntention-
2uided encountere and provide instrumentsl means through
whieh drive discharge and reality adaptation takes plece,
By being reaponsive %o drive sziss and to reelity alike, the
individual threugh development of cognitive controls attalns
e certaln sutonomy from drives and environment,

¢) Nevelopmentsl Theorizs of Cognition.- The
theorsticel ocutlines of cognitlve prooezses brought above,
represent the Aifferent trounds in the study of cornition,
present in psychological literzture, The mein 4ifficulty
manifest in the 4iffarent approaches stems from the fuot
that cognition is an intraorgenismic process and as such en
uncbservszble phenomenon., All the theoriez czn thus be

viewad &8 logicel lnfaerences as to what hapnens in the

22 Gardner, o8 sl., Op. Cit., 183 p.
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*little blaek box®™, to use 9sgood'sﬁa expression, Fundament-
ally, the mtove pressntations ure geared toward the under-
stending of oognitive prucesses in the adult. Although scoae
writera sometimes refer %o frots from child behevior, rather
than to clarify it creates & mew difficulty., What is ususlly
overlooked by many writers is that, what for them oconstitutes
e very generalized tonceptual referrsl %o a younger znd more
primitive way of relsating to reality is for the develop-
mentalist the bulk of his work. Thus the terms "child"™,
"enhildhood" rafer only to another, very zlobal oategory of
behevior, but they do not esplain the sssentisl chsracteristics
of this category of behavior. The same anpliss also to the
term "prelogieal”™ used by many writers when they refer to

the child's thinking; it refers to another mode of thinking
but it dces not clarify what is meant by this. %het iz then
the neture of ooznitive funotioning In childhood? There ure
only a few full theoretical bhodies thet desl dlreetly with
the laws rsoverning the amergence snd development of coanition
in esrly childhood. The most represent.tive are the theories
26

of ”1aget,2‘ W@rn&rﬁga and Hartrann.

23 Osgood, Op, Sit., p. 75,

24 Jean Pleget, The Uriclus of Intellisence in
Children, New York, hortom, 1965, 419 p.

28 Heinz Vwerner, lUoaparative r@%ﬁhclogz of Hental
Devel opment, Wew York, International Universities Press,
lob7, %méviaed eﬁiﬁien), xii-564 b,

286 Heinz Hartmann, Zgo Tsyohology snd the rroblem of
Aﬂantitisg, New York, imternstionsl Upiversities ~racs, 1958,
-12 po
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i} Plaget's Theory.- Tisget's mein subjeot of study
is axpressed in his following statemsnt:
The subjesot of our investigation i2 intellsctusl
evolution - that is, the development of unowlad.e
and of ite different modes, the senesis of the forms
of thought, and their zdapiztion %o expericnce, and
the rulee which they obey.=7
Plaget's theory of cognitive development is baged en
s model of blologlcal adaptetion., His basic postulate ls
thet 1life, whether blolo<iocelly or psyehologioally conceived
of, i2 & continucus ereation of increasingly ocomplex fomms
in the livinaz orzanism's never cemsing {nteraotion with
environment., Life is thuer an exprsesion of hiolocleal and
mental epigenesis, und intelligence ig conceived of as an
extension of physioclogical adsptation. Psychology, accoriins
to Plaget, starts with the birth of the infant; at this
point 1ife orgenization snd mentsl orzanization only con-
stitute one and the same thing, Both are sucapsulated in the
congept of reflex, a hereditary meohsniesm woich is clearly
organized and virtuslly edapted but has never funotl oned,
From this point intelli:ence, throuzh a graduesl process of

maburation and intersction with the environment, takes over

the role of directing setivity and adaptation. In other

27 Jean Piscet, "Principel Faotors Detercmining
Intellsctval ®Bvolution from €' :ldhocd to rdult Life®, 1n

Edward Dougles Adrien et sl., (®4s.), Fsactors Deteruinin
Humen Behavlor, Cambridge, Msss,, Harvard University rress,

937, p. 32,
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words, intellizence 1s born out of the bloloxloal functioning,
transeends 1ts bioclogiosl backzround, directs the cognitive
funetion of the individusl toward incorporeticn of the
colleciive system of knowledge, and, developmentally, comes
to an snd with biolorical maturity. On the paychologieal
level of explaenation the development of intelligence is per-
calived by Pleset nn an orderly =nd so uentinl movement from
a primitive stage in infancy where the world
(...) i8 not mede up of permanent objscta with
eutonomous trejectories, but of woving percsptive
rictures which return periodioelly into non-
exlatence and come back a~ain as the functiocnal
results of the proper actlon.
To a stage of logie of relstionships
(ees) whioch coordinmtes the inter-individusl
relationships ¢ith the intrs-ipdiviiual ones into
& system capable of assuring the permsnence whioh
is necessary to the invaricbles of expericnce.28
intelll -ence ie thum a specisl instunce of adaptation
bagsed on tie intersetion of two Tundmmentsl elesents: an
inveriant snd & varizble, %he first is a funotional nucleus
of the intelleotual orzanizution, cozes from the underlying
biological organization, and orlents itae whole of “{...)
successive structures whioch the mind will then work out in

its contact wlth r@&lity".zg The inveriant slepent

28 “lmeet, "Principsl Factors Tetermining Intellsetusl
Evolution from onilduood Yo Jdult Life™, 2p, Jit., p. 47,45,

29 cmmmmme= s The Origing of Intelligepce iy Cilldren,
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constitutes of two complesentary snd inseparable funoctions:
assimilation and accomodstion. By assimiletion Piaget
desoribes the funotion of incorporstion; sccomcdation, on
the other hapd, consists in proper adaptation of the incor-
porated to the organism. Due to these two complementary
and inveriant functions the sctive role of the individual
in adsptation is mande possible,

The variable slement, on the other hsend, represents
the oconstsntly changing representationsi content of ex-
periance and modes of interaction with the environment,.

In essence, the varigble slezsnt is a result of wmaturetion
and experience, For ?1@@@@50 development of intelligence ls
& function of an internal process which depends upon
maturation end resulting possible soetivity. Although the
nature of the organism is such that it needs the interasction
with tbe envircnment for its survivel, it is the maturstional
level of the organiam that assigns vslue to objeocte in
environment in terms of their assimileblility end establishes
the mode of thelr accomodmbility. In rfaet, it is not the
environnentelly imposed problem which decides the mode of
the environment-orgenism interaction. Rather, the sotusal
level of intelleovuel maturity and consejuently the ezxperi-

ential matrix st a gziven aoment are the main fauotors which

30 “luget, The Orizins of Inteilligence ip Childrenm,
Op. Cit., 419 p.
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epeclfy the cognitive tcontent end the response of the
organisn.

The varieble elsment lesds the process of intellectu-
al development through three xajor stages: the slsge of
sensorimetor intelligence, the stase of oconcrete operations,
and the stsgze of formal operationa.

The sensorimotor atage brinzs the ehild from
physiolozical szsimiletion, through six hierarchioal pheses,
to beginnings of interiorized schemsta at the end of the
second year of Jlife., In the ssoond stege, which lasts $il}
the ane of eleven, the ohild's thinuing becomes decentred
from perception and sction. With grsuter autonomy of the
central processges come both differentiztions and coordin-
ations of the sotion-images into syctems whiech permit class-
ifying snd ordering. In the third stsce, which ends eround
the aze of fifteen, the child zchieves the final steps of
decentring and reversibility and he is able now to mentally
operute detached from the empirical situation., At this
stage the ohlld hecomes esgentislly adult; he can opersaste
now on the basls of an incorporated system of loglo of
relationships; he needsno longer to sonfine his attention

to existing reallity,
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Complementery tn the above schema of cognitive
developmant, Piagetﬁl provides aleo a dynamic interpretation
of organism-environment lntaraction. In this frame of
reference intellsotusl development i defined ms e passage
from & stage of initisl lmck of 4ifferentistion betwesn saelf
and the cuteide world - putism, through a stage of realism
whioh consiate in ignoring the existence of =zelf and thence
regarding one's own perspective as imsedleotely objective =znd
absclute, to a stage of belng able to distingulsh betwesn
whet comes from self and what forms a pert of externsl
reality as {it can be observed by everyone - objectivity.

At first the chlld has no imare either of his self
or of the externsl world, These two dirensions take shape
grsduslly through more snd more definite slsborstion,
Mffersntistion comes sbout in e parellsl way: the ¢hild
gives 2 strusture to the externsl world inasmuch as he
becomes awsrs of his self and, reciproeally, he bullde his
self imnmge o8 he becomes conscious of oxistences differant
from bis own,

1) Wern@r'szg Theory.- “erner's conception of

devslopment ig a v-ry broad sne., Accordling to him,

vl Jean "laget, The Child's Concetlon of the "orld,
London, Routledze and Kegan, 1981, p. 34,




THE COGEITIVE 2577 CT OF WARLY GUILD URVILOTLERT 49

developmental psychology does not restrict itself sitsher o
ontogenesis or phylog nesis, bu' seeks to coordiuate within
& single framework forms of behavior observed in many
different fislds of investigetion. Tevelopmental studles,
accordinz to him, have two basiec aire., One 12 to grasp the
gharacteristic patiern of sach ganstic lsvel., Tne other is
to establish the genstic rel-.tionship botween these levels
and the direction of development. His ovn concept of
develcpment i3 based on two postuletles:
(...) wherever there is 1ife there is growth
and development, that is, formution in terms of
systenatiec, orderly ss. uence,
(o..) wherever development occure it procesis
from a state of relative gleobality snd lseck of
differentiation to » state of incressing differ-
entiation, artieuletion, =nd hierarvchioc
integration.3d
The first postulate proposes a certaln manner of
viewing vehavior ip its menifold manifestations, The second
is an orthogenstlio primeiple und pertelne more specificslly
to developmental psychology. Im this light, development is
viswed in & twofold way. On the payohophysical level it
procaeds from & relative lack of diffsrentiation between
subjeet and objeot to a polarity of subject and objlect. On
the behavioral plune it la conceived of as a process of

one's freeing hiwselfl from the dominstion of the iwedlste

33 Heinz Wermer, "The Concept of Development from &
Compsrative snd Orgenismio Toint of View", in Dsle 2, Harris,

(za.), The Concept %g Development, inneapolis, University of
Minnesota rress, 1957, p. 1256, 126.
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stimull and gainimg the owvacity rfor delay and planned
~Qtion, that iz, & bransition from pessive reactivity to a
willful ascting in and upom the eanvironment. Ontozenstically,
%arnazﬁé diffsreniiutes only betwesn two levels: the child's
level of mentsl funotioning snd the «4ult's level, In his
dsvelopment, the ohlld grows out of his ohild's world inte
en alien world of sdulis; kis behavior is & result of an
interaction hetwesn these two worlds. Ynat ls then the
¢child's world as conceived of by werner?
The child's world is above all a world of sctiom,
8 behsvioral sphere in whica everythipg is framed in
terss of handiness snd unhandiness, of efficacious-
ness snd inefficaociousness.(...}
The childlike worlid, moreover, .8 @gu-cenbered
and conorete; it is = world of nesyness ay hand. The

younzer the child the 'nesrer! it iz, snd the iistance
separating subjsct and objsct incremses with sge.SB

The child impresses hicself en the vorld through
motor-affective behsvior, Life space is not identicel with
geographicel space, and content ls interpreted according to
the ohild’s prizitive aseaning. The ohlld's spheres of
reality are sssentislly smotionsl-resctive, less msrkedly
characterized by an awareneses of objeoctive gualities, spnd

in counse uence of this lsss differeantisted.

34 Wernsr, ﬁgmgarmtive Payehology of Hentsl Develop-
m&nt, .Q_BO 8&. [y X&i* 5& p‘

wa———

35 Ibid., p. 388-383, 383.
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The ohild's prisary muetrix of mentul seilvity iz
& blurred stete of gensrsl swareness, a sensorium comzune.
Out of this mstriz cognitlive aotivity begina to emerge.
The developmental process of sogalitlon starts ag a
rasalt of two moveaents: Lae aovanent of the objact as
smanifest in {ts funcbiomal smeture, and correspondingly the
motor-affective, responsive movement of the organism.
Inasmuech as lmagery and conception depart from synoretism
of contsnt, 4iffumion of structure, and physicgnomy of ner-
ception, the aore it is glven te latentionally detzrained
sotivity &ndéd becomes more flexible in spprehension of
ralutionsnips.

in genersl, husan develepement i3 & process of de-
parscnalization, that is, & process whereby the srowing
ciild impozes less on the envivonment spd de-psrzonclizes it
through gaining & wider polarity snd more articulste identity
in susjsot-objlect intersction., But with development the
lowser, wore primitive levels of cognitive fupetionlzy do not
vauish. The sawe aorssl incdlvidual, depspding on conditions
and mood, awy be charactesrized by entirely 4lfrerent levels
of cognitive develoupzent., Heoptul 1ife has different strata,

and
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(eee) primivive modes of bLebuvior in the unoraul
adult not only eppeur under gortecin extreo.dinery
copditions, but are continually present as the babls
of all mental bsing, snd cre of vitel lmpogiunce in
supporting the highest forms of mentaelity,<@

1id) Hsrtmenn's®’ Theory.~ Hartmaann's theory of ego

devalopment repressntla the maln idess of the ego psyonnlogy
movemsent of which he was the enticinator end ori:instor.
The theory also reprssents & major chenzge in epsyohoanelyzie
thought with regsrd %o tvhe origin snd fupctionm ¢f tLhw ego.

The term “ego" is one of vhe most ambiguous concepta

in psychologleal litersture and much confusion nas arlsen
because of the laok of a clsur und nrecise definiticn.
Aegording to Rapaport, "{...) the eg0 refers to .s53-¢ils of
vehavior which are delaysble, bring about deloy, or are
themselves produets of dﬁgaz”.ﬁa The definicion siressses

the basioc aspect of the ego ns voneelved of in psychoanalytie
theory - restreint, but it does not explain the ehuramcieristics
of behavior to which 1% vefers. in Lne payshonuslybtio theory
the conespt of exo underwenh wany changes vut L0 chsradt-
eristics romeined constaub: 1t is borm out of the 1d's

gonfliot with reslisy and iis main task is Lhe ocontrel over

36 %erner, Lo rative Payeanlosy of dantsl Tevslop.
meat, Op. Cit., p. 4.

37 Kﬁrtﬁ&ﬂn, @Q' mita ’ 2121 De
38 Tavid Rapaport, “Istroduction: A Historieal furvey
of Peychounalytic Bso Psychology™, in Trik %, “rikson, “"Iden-

tity =2nd the Life Cycle", in "svonolosicsl l:osues, MNew York,
Isternstional Universities Prees, Vol. 1, No. 1, 1958, p. 5.
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the demsnds of the instinets for the purpose of self-

prsaeertion.39 The psychounulytie basle conception of the
ego is that of a coherent mental organizetion iamposed upon
the primary processss solely by reclity sxperience nnd whien
mein task 1s to find = way to resolve confllcts whieh arise
eithar beocause of excessive lnstinotusl demends, or excoesive
pressurs from the external world.

Hartmsnn conceives of tle origln snd development of
the ezo in a 4different way. He writes:

¥e mugt recognize that thou h the ego certalnly
does grow on conflicte, these sre not the ounly roots
of ego development. (...)

Hot every mdaptetion to tie environment, or
evary leurning end moturution procsss, is a conflliet.
I refer to the development gutside of couflioct of
percention, intention, obleet comprehension, thinking,
language, recell-phenomens, produciivity, to the
wall-known phases of motor developrent, grasping,
erewling, welking, =pnd top the maturation and learn-
ing processss implieit in all these und many others,
{...) I propose that we adopt the provision:l term
conflict-free ego smphere for that ensemble of funstiens
which at sny given time exert their effeots ocutslide
the re~ion of mental confliet,40

Hartmann is very cautious in his formulatlons., 1In
apgence he is a psychounalytic theooretician and every change
in theory must find its proper plsce in the genersl body of

the psychoanslytic theory and be expressed in terms sccepted

39 Slgmund Freud, Ap Cutline of ®cychosnalysis, New
York, Nortom, 1849, translsted by Jsmes otrachey, 127 D.

40 Hertmann, Op, Oit., p. 7-9.
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by this theory. He therefore concelves of his major task to
investigate how "(...) mentsl confliect and 'peaceful' inter-
na) development mutually fucllitste snd hemper esach ether“.il
The maln importance of his stsntement lies irn the
fact that by sttributing to a part of the ego inborn roots,
independent of instinotual drives, Hartmenn direets the
gettention to the problem of reslity relstionshipns in general,
and interpersonal reletionships in perticular, whioh remmined
outside the scope of psychoanslytic theory. By turning to
the problem of edsptation he also introduces into the
psychoanalytic theory of ego development the dimenszion of
the fusture, 2nd the concept of the egzo is brought more and
more to colnecide with eognition,

Barle to Hartmann'542

theory is the conception of =&
primsry, sndifferentisted phsse in hunen development during
which both the id4 and the ego are graduslly formed, He con-
slders this stsge to be & physlclogical phese where body needs
end undifferentiasted sensations reign supreme, At this point
through maturation of perseptual equipment and purtlal
deprivation of need satisfsetion the primery cognltive pro-
cesses start, The former sllows recognition while the later

brings to expectancy-tension, und the intergoticn of both
allows Tor delay of discharve .nd the beginnin: of cognition.

41 Hartmaon, Op, Cit., p. 1l.
42 Ibld., xi-121 p.
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£

According to Hartmann gt al., N the ago, although
its development is primerily based on maturationsl nrocesses,
cannot sturt to funotion without the help of the external
world., They attribute the important vole in ezo develorment
te mother, Through constancy and repetitiveness of
sppearance she bacomes the object most highly cathected in
the infant'e world, apd through consistency of bshavier she
becomes a model of the external world and an anchor for
objJect relationships. At the end of the first year,
acocording to the sbove writers, the child hes fomed lasting
objleot relations. Fresm ners, throuxh development of motility,
the ohild's bshavior becomes more snd more indepenisnt of the
presence or absence of the mother; and usbstrocetion from the
conorebe situation becocmes possible,

¢) Summary.- ﬁrunswik'a44

topological stratifleetion
of the determinsnts of the cognitive process beocones a very
useful tool for compurison of different developmental theor-

5 48
jes of ocognltion. In & sense ?iaget4 and Hertmsrn, both

43 Heinz Hsrtmann, %raost Kris, -.nd Rudolph H.
Loewenstein, "Comments on the Formation of Psychie Struocture”,
in The Paychoanalytic Study of the Child, Vol. 2, 19486,
pol"o

44 Brmswlk, ggt Qit’., p. 5"510

45 Plaget, "Principal Faotors Deterning intellsotual
Evolution from Childhood %o Adult Lifev, Op. Cit., p. 32-48.

éé Hé&l‘f-ﬁﬁﬂﬂ, GQ. ait. Y Iﬁ.-lﬁl pc
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conceive of & trend toward distal reality in their eoncention
of cognitive development; a course that tukes the developing
human dbeing from inherited physioclogionl adantiveness through
conereteness of proximal differentistion Lo abstraction and
alarity of distul reslity. But here the similarity between
the two theorises ends., ™iamget's theory 1z a normative out-
line of the unfolding of a cognitive tool ~ logic of rel:tion-
ships - whioh leads the indivifual to =« predetermined coal -
the incorporution of & colleci:ive aystem of knowledge., In

bis theory the c¢hlld and the envircnment are anonymous sand
updifferentiated, both are the average expectabls, both ure
constant, The dynemisz of orpanism-environment relstionships

is abstrected by ?1&@@&,@7

to an interaction between ~stur-
ation and lesarning which regulstes the sdaptive coping with
renllity snd continuelly reorgasnizes the belsviorzl sad thousht
structures comprising intelligence, Both maturation and
lesrning interset to serve ontocenesis, but it is maturstion
whioh, 80 to say, decides whether what 1z lsarned will be
accomodated and will thus become 8 Aevelopmental step.
Harbmann,QQ on the othsr hand, conceives of orcaniem-

environment relstionships as an intersction between two

dvnemic and esotive orgunizations, JAlthough he believes that

X 47 Pieget, Ihe Oricine cf Intellizemoe in Cnildren,
QEQ g ® 3 ﬂg pi

48 Hartmenn, Op. Oit., 21-121 p.
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even before the ego oxzists itz subeequent lines of develop~
ment are already dotermined, he explicitly st tes that
mmturation in itself is not anough Yo producs normesl
development. Complemesntary to mmturation, Hertmann g&igl.ﬂg
postulate also the need of two regulatory principles in the
environment: indulgsnce and deprivation, They consider en
amount of dsprivation & must for propsr ego development.
Through properly tlmed deprivation the chlld lesrns to
excaenge immedliate for future indul:ence, and by being able
to tolerate deprivetion he shows e sense of trust in his
environment and & beginning of peroention of lawfulness

that leads toward the future - two factors which are a
prerequisite for the formation of thought.

Eergerso doss not connscot pental development with a
epsoific maturstional regulatory principle. The ooncept of
development as concelved by him denotes « life-smpan nrocess;
he introduces the dimension of time not In a blolo-icel-
maturationsl senze a8 ?iﬁgatﬁl “nd Hartmannsz 40, but as =n

intrinsic property of life. ‘“occordingly, development ie

49 Hertmsnn et sl., Op. 0it., p. 11-38.
80 Wernsr, Op, Cit., p. 125-148,

51 Tieget, "Prineiple Puctors Determining Intells ctusl
Evolution from Childheod %o Adult Life™, Op, CGit., p. 32-48,

82 Hurtmann, Up. Vit., 2z1-121 p.
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perceived by him as an ord.rly, se  wential nrocess of qual-
itative change in tinez, with the rreecsdins st-gee followine
the newly {ormed., a4 p=Itom mny Lthus function on Aifferent
sentul strata depending upop the dynamisn of orssnisnm-
environaent intersctiocn, but thule doos not imply a regression

to meturatlonelly lower st Jes of Jevelop. ant.
2, Autism snd ¥arly Cogmnitive Funotioning.

in essance, all tihsgiles of cognitive development und
of cogniilve procerzes deal in the problem of reciprocity
between external spordination amd internal Aifferentistion,
It i2 & process of sooomedution of the sehar-ta to the
external snvironment, which in the ccurse of development and
wlth the forming of sysgtems of reciprocel relations becomes
accurate, The mind, devalopmentslly viowrd, is called upon
to discover & universe whilch is -lrredy ctruetured. Throush
interaction with tne euviromment from an undiffaerentiated
gtubte & polurity vebween gublect «nd objiect atarts to emsrge.
¥hile the ovject is alreedy structur~d at the beginning of
the process of cognitive development, the process in itsslf
sugsests not only the growth of a system of rslutlions but wlso
the growth of a subjlect, Loglc of relation and cognitlve
strusturss are not preformed but .re for.ed greduslly as

needs and situsztlons occur. Oovnitive developwment is thus


file:///3~T0l
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not & passive recepilvenses, 1t is zobtive {nasauch ss the
expariencing subjeot zrowth,

Whether one apseks in terme of ego development,
sognitive development, or intelligence development, or in
tarmg of oblect-cathexls, sesimilation and secomodation, or
saynoretism -~ 1t does not yvel exnlaln the reciprocul snd in-.
terralatod dovelopmasnt of the antity, if one may call 1t »o,
whiok 1g part of thess fTunetions and throuzh growith becomes
tha xastar of thess funotions. When one spoaks of oognitive
develo ment thers 2us? be & develoving knower too; one
whiloch cognizas whether 4lffusely or in a mors artioulaved
neaney, depondent upon the stane of developzusnt., Ego,
sognition, intelligence in themselves repressat oply & smental
syaten, but tholr cotlvibty repressents not only 2 mental
a0t but also the existenve of one that acts and through thils
astion develops with its functlouns.

The sbove considerstion refers Lo the somelinmes
aebiguous uvae of the terus, o the lack of distinetion be-
twsen the ogo and the self, or beaitwaen objest-representatlon
cnd self-representation. Objset-cothexis or sssimilation
gnd sccomodation gzet thelr speoific seaning only if theay
sonstantly refer to the growing distinction of the selfl and
the oblegt worlid., Only this dirzinction san help in throwing
1ight upon the prooclem of autiss apd early cogalilve
funotli oning.
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a) Autism and the Concept of Self.- The gensral
assumption Found ip psyehologicsl literuture, with ressrd
to the early begimnings of ezxtrauterine ilfe, is that the
nawhorn infant is helpless end can de¢ nothing for himself,
He lives lo o comfussd mess of scnsction, in g world withoub
stable ohjsete, and withoud org:nl.ction inpn time, spuce and
czusality. As Cameron polnts out:

The newborn is en organlem without s perceptual
focus, living in s universe that for him has no
boundaries snd no structurs, Cut of his nebulous
snd fleeting expasriences he must gredually construct
external reslity end <t the sspe time bulld «ithin
himself un effeciive ege orgsnization, He hss
notiing to begin with but ths uiclogical organlzetion
of his own body, and & world around him which will
tuke him decades to understend,dd

Thus, psycnolosically considered, from the soment of

his appearance in this world, if ous is to accepd ?1&%@@'554
postul:te thaut psychology sturte with birth, the hupen belng
enters a path of developaent till the end of msturstion or
for the life-span ~ dependent upon the spproseh of different
peychologlats. aecorilingly, the basic guestion to comsider

is: what 18 it thaet develops which silows tne growing
individual to achleve logle of relationsnins, or subject-
objeet polarity, or sbstraoct thipnking, or an indiviiual center

of organized experience and rsasonsble planning - the ego?

53 Borman Cameron, Fersoaslity Dsvelopment snd “sycho-
Dynan Approach, Bosten, iHougton and Mifflin,

S4 Plaget, The Origineg of Intellicance in Children,
Op. Cit., 41% p.
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The diffioculty in answerinqg thils question stems from
several faotors operant in pasychology. ™eycholoay wus for
meny years interested in the "how" snd nct in th  *what" of
the developmental process, Taycholozy w2s 80 sreoccupied
with the study of determinsnts of dcovelopmint th:t the
actual proocess of develonment oacuned its _ttention; to an
extent that todey nne doeas not sven find a ¢lear definition
of the concept develoument in nsycholoay. The -~tudy of the
detsrminente of Adevelopment int—oc'uced into peyohology &
vast array of borrowed concspha snd referents shich are
perhurs of use to exnlain develor.sntrl .lenorena in vhelr
orizine)l fields but «re alien tc -sycholozicul explsnation.
A8 & result the human beinr, instead o7 belp; ~tulied ag a
develoving nereon, is viewed &8 zn orzsculsm which achieves
in its development a hich lavel of int.rerange 4ith tne an-
vironment, and 1s desoribed 1n ter;2 of ¢lther » prhysico-
chemical maehine, or & sensory-neuromuscul:r mechanism,

Pgychology thus, to use éndaraan'a55

nhrasz, s studying z2n
emazing system ip terms of its intaske nnd its nowar for
converting the flow of inteke into dehavior; it is discussing
the system's openness, emergence, growth, activation, ond

learning - but somewhere the develoning person is lost. I%

8% John E. Anderson, "Dynsales ol Juveleopsent: System
in Process”, in Dele b, Herris, (¥d.), The Cuncept of Develop-

nt: in I _=zus the Study of Human Pehavier, Minneapolis,
niverslty of Hinnesots “rens, 1957, D. L0-46,
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becomes guite obvious that the study of determinunte of
develcopment in itself, and explanations of development in
teras of stimulus-responsze patterns cmnnot zive s nicture of
the development of & perscn, nor can it explain the develop-
ment of realliy relstiomship in the growing child., Develon-
ment cannot be conveived of as 8 result of interaction be-
tweon determipente such as beredity snd enviromment; it is

a result of the intersstion of the orgeanism end environment.
At the zsme time one cannot spask about development in
general but has to take inte conslderstion the sgrnecies.

This will determine not only the reuction unlt .f the
orgunisn snd its ecclogical rsnge, but a2lse and nainly, the
kind of inner coherent orgenization which will regulx«te the
interchsnze with environment and within self.

In the reamlm of cognitive development & very eimilsur
probles 1s emcountered, 7The cognltive process ie only a
means whereby organisms achieve, retsin, and transfiorm
informetion. The study of cognltive development can give
only a nierarcalosl outline of & developing social and
retionel instrument, %o use ?iaget'sS& phrase, but does not
and cznnot tell whether this instrument wlll be used or
misused, In other words, to acnisve subject-object polerity

there is not enougzh in logic of relstionships; there must

58 Piapget, "Prineipsl Factors Letermining Intellectual
Evolution from Childkood to Adult Life®, Un, Cit., p. 4B.
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LY
bs an achiever, In Steran's clasaiec diotum, there is

Holue Gestalt ohne Gestaller. TEven 1f one ar-~rowches cervni-

tive development through perception end lecrnin~, as Solley
and murpnysg d4id, the problem etill rersing: bahing =n aot
of perc¢eption cust be a percsiver. Wven =t the in,)tisl
stees of development, when parcestion is [1ffus~ »pd sudbjeet
ald objeot are undifferentisted, there muat exist a seed of
this perceiver in whom e amstrix of srowing :nd ever chungine
experience will develop through his wse o the eveloning
coguniiive Tunctions.

This considerntion is of purticule-r lavortiice 1in
the study of the nature of cutism. Tn esaarce autism in-
volves two ineeparable functions: tlsre~.rd of lovic of
relationships end withdrawal from the exiernsl rorld, It le
still a relation; not te the outer raullty but %o 1 regrs-
gentationel world thet fulfills a wish., -5 sioch 1%t ¢leo
presup, 0ses an agent bthat cem aetlivsly wish. *Lin~ich the
representetional reality is not bullt sce~rding %e loic of
relationship and completely disxesr-rds time, snpece und
causslity, it still hes to form a content i7 it bus to fulrill

57 W. stern, Genersl Nsvchelesy, New York, iremillam,
1937 . mentioned in Shz. on 4. ..0reuin, “i'orm Psreeption and
¥go Functioning™, in Merie .. Riokers-"veienkina, (%4.),
Rorsshach Tsyonology, New VYork, wiley, 1960, p. 109.

“ﬁa “huerles M. Solley und Guriper Murnhy, Eevelgfmﬁgi
of the ‘ercentual Vorld, Wew York, BSs=ie¢ Books, 1980, xlv-
D
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&8 wigh., In other wouds, =mobiertio lvewtiou is controlled
from within end presupposes cosnltive tuncticuinrt, Tals
point L8 (lre Suppo:tcd when one conglderg the msaning of the
autistic withdr wal from the #xternal .orli. I3 voints out
two f-ote,

fne, o «utlon the porvon vith iriws fros the e¢xternsl
world *rrouch lryer sonbrol o7 citber srnicrr ctimuletion.
It g ¢48)1 » uestion whelher Lo soanitive Alsturbance in
sanpory depriv tion, inmloesd experi tectilly in normsl oeople,
should be consi’erad 2m subtisa. "ls0 the sxper!.nee in
senzory deprivetion is8 not o a gratifying natursz 8 the
xmevimets saow. Iwo, 1lthoish in autlism one withdr-ws
from the sxtern 1 +orld into u sysmoolis vorld, the olements
which ztraeturs tne 1llo ¢4l convend or this world cane
from the exbsread world, In obther words, autistic with-
ragal presunposss o aplor 8t .ge »f normsl co-nltive
functioning., To wich, ons “ar £o ¥mow shat o ° ish fer.
It followe thus tht wutism oxnmob 1ovoor belfors sond lavel
of co-alrive develonzent s beop re.ohed, and balfore on
grant who ¢on sctively wisa 8 doveloped. It Is ip this
sense thn.t Bleuler-® sapaoks aboub cutlsm 28 ep solive Wrning

away frog Lhe externs] world, ‘crive iu the ms.nin_ tL..$

o

59 ¥ugen Bieuler, utkﬁﬁ;. T.inrin , in Jevid
aapaport, (Re.), Orgeniz-tion snd “wtrology of Thous &t §ow
Yark, Coclumbla ﬂnivaraiﬁv @fﬂﬁﬁ’ 1991, De vt =% i57,
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1t can shut off from witbin the {low of outer stlaulctioen,
sa Wish one can indwlss In wniahful thouzris: apnd solive la
the pauning thaet W Zulfilil subiswicuily & with one L.s to
be able to sanipulete reprasentuiions.
¥hat is referred Lo .uxre is the self. Surt-otivisn
cannot develop without the davelopment o6 the zelf, 28 Hesd
points outb:
It is pot ifhe exclusion of an obj-ct froa Lie
BXPETLLncEe An snleh others wie invosved which renders
it subleot’~ey it is rendered subjnetive by baing
refarred LY . fndivieurl %o nis sal?, whag sSelves
nsve avigen in the Jevelogasut of conduot, B0
This poipnt wes for o low tige overlockad hag-use
the cleacric payohoonalytle uporoseh includen the self n
the ego. Thus, insised of uziu., the torm 3017 avervtting wes
referred o the ego, 208 wo dlacinotion w.s 2 238, w2 Xlopfer

1

et al.ﬁ point out, betwesn the orject of -srcention snd the

8z0 a8 & oomplex of Tuustions.
. . 8o
4 chense in aporo~oh came with Hurtmonn's 6~
gy.luation of many paycnosnulytis con¢ests, Ternonn the

post important is the conceptucl ¢ifTerentiotien betvwoin ege

80 Georse H. bead, "4 Bebavioriztioe fcerunt of the
Significiut Symbol*, in Eaa?m@% gf “nilosophy, Vol., 19, lesue
of Jenusry-Decsubsr, 1988, p. 8.

6l Brume Klopfer, st &l., Devel :
Tecgg%%ug, Vol. 1, Voukers-coeaudsin, Lad 1005, 207
C‘f}'o’ 5&; p- ?Qﬁl

82 Martoann, git., xi=-1L2l p.




THE COOMITIVE ACT 70T OF L o2LY CHILL o -V.LOWYTIT 68

end eelf., Uip concept or the cvarlivt-frue wspnere of the

%

aze slong wits /onna ?rwuﬁ’agé conceplion or t.us 680 &8
coineiding with cognitive funvtions brought =bhout also a
definite re-evalustion of the soncept of regression. fccord-
ingly, a8 Hartmsnon obzerves, "{...) the or, osts of cblact
sethe<ia 1s not ego crtithexlis, but cathexis of ocne's own
peraon, thet is mmlf»uatbazia”.ﬁ4 Jhe spource of dslusious,
seccing o bhim, is not the turning beck of the likido

froe the ot J.ets upen the Cystem eso, but rather the turning

baeck upon the self., This if »orticularly true when one ocon-
siders that sutism im idts most Aictinguished form sppesrs
in paranois, & ¢linlcal picture in whicn vo mnitive functions
sre Telatively well prsserved. Jchizeohreuics in whom che
ege fisintegreies ore beyond .utism,.

soonrding b0 Jucobsony

By a8 realistio mesninsg of tie celfl we feul one
that mirrors corresatly the stote und the cnorsot-
eristv.cs, the potentlulities wnd «bil_ ile ., the
apgate and the limits of aur bodily mmd zentll ego:
a0 the one nsud, of our ) oo nnge, our anateay, ~ad
our physielegy; ca the other huud, of cur cousclous
«nd preconscious feelings end thcw bis, (lonos,
impnlees wnd _sttiiules, of our physlecl end aswpbul
totivivies., v

65 .ne Freud, "lpndiection. for Child ‘nulysie”, in
ine :sycho tle . kucy of the Chiid, Vel., 1, 1940, p.127-149.

- B4 Helnz sart;-nn, "Com ente on the "svehounsl ytio
Theory of the ¥go", in Ihe Pavohosnalvtle “tudy of the Child,
Vol. 9, 1850, p. B4,

85 Falth saevecbeon, ", “elf wpt tne {bi et -orid™, inp
Tha "saycho.. yele Stedy of khe Lhild, Vol. 9, 1954, p. 87,
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The ego =znd the self develop thus interdepsndently
and in parallel., But the self to sppear in coneclousness
must become an object. The emergsnce of the self is thue
dependent upon the development of cognition; its emergence
in conselousness ia & cognitive aoct,

As Yead pointe out, "The self arises in conduct when
the individusl becomes a soclal object in experlence to
hiaself."®® only es the individusl finds himself acting
with refersnce to himxsslf as he acts toward others - the
first appeurance of the self in consciousness is possible,
The self c¢sn ajpeer 1n memory ae an image only when it be-
cones & cognitive objleet, and only then those objests and
experiences which belong to the individual's body end imanes
whiech belong to hls past, bsoome part of his self, In other
words, emerzence of the 8elf in ccnsclousness implies =
body-imace and asbility to reflect upon salf; cosnitively
eonsldersd, the sppesrance of the self in consciousness can
come st the end of the inductive thinking stage. It zlso
implies a stage in the prooees of socializstion when the
¢hild no more resots to his own conduct throush visualizing
the attitude of the parents and in remembered words of his
parents, That 1s, u stage of development whioch i2 above

primary ldentificetion and imitation,

66 ﬁaad, QE. Git., Pe 180,



THE COGNITIVE ASPECT OF EARLY CHILD DEVELO™MAENT 68

Is autism possibls before the first amergencs of
the salf in consclousness? 1If one divorces the concept of
autism from diffusion of percsption snd from syncretism of
conceptuslizetion which are only secondary cherascteristios
and ooncelves of 1t as sn active turning sway from external
reality for the purpose of wishfulfilment - when ls this
first possible in childhood?

The ohild in his development only graduslly sssumes
those gualities whieh in time give him the unique status of
a human being. The cspaeity to form comcepts, the use of
languaze, the diastinctive thought procesges, the postponement
of gratification - these and other human functions develop
in the ohild, become part of his ego and help to integrate
his self, In the course of this development the child man-
irtests different levels of immsture functioning which in a
way resembles disturbances seen in olinioal plotures of older
people, In fact, this resemblance gave rise to the idea that
meny a clinical enbtidy, and particularly schizophrenia, re-
present a regreéssion to the mental funotionling of the child.
It resulted in the appesrance of a nunber of theories of
personslity development in which the concepts regression and
development stand 1n reoiprocal relastion., Accordingly,
oxperiences and cognitive functioning of cehizophrenic adults

were attributed ae normmal to children, and development was
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conceived of 23 a process of cdjustment te the uncanny which
curtails pleasure, In this wey elsoc autlsm wes atiributed
to 2arly childhood,

Te explain why asoribiang sutism to cerly mental
life represente a misuse of the term, two ooncepts have to
be clarified: the re.ressive nature of cutlsm im schizophre-
nis, and relstion %o remlity im early childhood.

b) The Regreasive Wature of Autlsm.- The concept of
regression is used ip deseriptions of eutism in schizophre-
nics in the sense of & turn to less advenced lavels of
cognitive funotioning and rel.tion to reality, as percelved
in ehildren or in primitive pegple. In psychoenalytic
theory it is oconceived of as & retreat to primsry processes,
te primery ncrolssism.

The regression occurs on seversl plans. ¥%ith regerd
to loglc the regression is expressed in deliberate use of
the predice.te; the predioste heccm:s the most important pert
in zutistic thinking amd leads to the ldentificetion of
subjscts, Conelusions are deducsd from identicul predicates
and objects are identified in terms of common przdiestes or
characteristics,

In cegnitive funocticning the re-ression is from
connotetion to denotetion with an incresse in tendcvey to
identify rather then %o abstreet. Thinking becomes per-

ceptualized, multifocel &pd over-inclusive, and enticipation
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of the future is abandoned, Thus the world to whioch the
person relates ig of an lnner origin and halluclpatory
pature. It is projeoted into the ocutside .orld 4nd accepted
by the person as a real one.

In the social rsalm the regression is towsrds a
world of unseclelized, privute aeanings. This cheracteristie
is besio for autism., The vommon, soclally shared symbol,
which is basie for soclsl communication, is abandoned,
Soclal feedback, 30 importent for man's particlpastion in
soclety, is oompletely disregarded. The person in antism
does not communicete; he rather lives on 8 level of expres-
pion. In his loner world he is not only muster of his
private symbols but slso the master of the expression and
beiavior of the visuslized other., It ig in this character-
istio of autism thuat ite ocmnipotence is expressed.

Following the desoription of the =bove character-
istics one basic point should bs teken into consideration.
~utiss 18 not & clinlcal ontity; it is & symptom. The
regresclve oa1anges oocour in the person, in the schizophrenice
if elasaifisd so, but neot in subtlsm. JAuticm in itself is a
funotion of s set of conditions, and for it to emerge seversl

requiremsnts have t0 be me%., It presupposes in the persom
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as Ariet167 and Bloularaﬁ

maintein, a prior stage of normal
developaent, and requires for its fumciion & ocomplex
nemory, & level of cognitive orgemizetion, and & stage of
development eb whioch appsrception and projection is possible.
The function of sutism does not confine itself to
soehizophrenia; it appedrs also In normals under certein
coniitions. 7The regression into the service of the ego
which ¥ris®® reintsins is e self-regul-ted regression, and

70 explapation of daydrenms are evident exemples

Varendock's
of it. In both ceses the regression is to ithe preconscious
syster, a leve)l of functioning in which opposition to and

reciprocity with objJeoct cathezis still exists, F similar

view cne findse also with regurd to the regrezsion in dreams.
Lawin71 in his work on drsams substitutes for regression to
primery narciscism, rezresajon to prizmitive cbjset relation-

ships. The change in the referents 1s not of 2 tautologloal

67 Silvane Arieti, Interpret. tion of Tcohizophrenis
Kew York, Bruaner, 1855, iviii-%&i Do '

68 Bleulsr, Qp, Oit., p. 399-437,

69 Zrnest Kris, "0On Pracoonscious Hentsl Proce:ses®,
in David Repaport, (Ed.), Op, Cit., p. 474-493.

70 J. Varendock, "The Msychology of Daydresms™, in

71 Bertram D. Lewin, The Psychosnalysis of Tlation,
New York, Nortonm, 1940, mentioned in Ellzebeth R, Zetzel,
"4n Approach to the Relation Bstween Concept snd Content in

Psychoanslytic Theory", ian Ihe Psyochosnslytie Study of the
Child, Vol. 11, 1956, p. 117.
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nature, it seems to have far-vesching implicutions in under-
standing the nature of cutisa.,

in recent years one observes among o¢liniclans a
growing interest in problams of developmentul psychology and
elso attempts to corrslate systematiocally cliniosl duta with
date of direet observation ¢f human development. This change
explicitly msnifests thst nelther a developmental theory
nor an sxplanstion of the dypemios of o elinle.l picture can
be lerived from a clinicael reconstruction of calogenesis in
abstract concertusl terms., To properly understund luter
sltustions of conflict and re=zultant regression one hes
first to have u konowledge of ihe nommsl courss of davalop-
ment and of the growlng person's functionel possibllilties at
alffarent stuzes of Jdavelopment. The regressive asture of
a syzptom in s oliniosnl entliby cem be unierstcod only
throuzh s mesniniful conglomeration of d.te from olimigcl
observation with data from developmenisl psyshology.

The dynsmic stage concept zs found in develonmental
psychology beocome s thus of busle importance for psycho-
pathologzy; 1t is lmportent for purposes of etiology, dlagno-
gis, =znd for understanding the meaningfulness of the
regression in a clinical picture. It is & known fact today
that the some etiologicul agent may produce different
phenomens and hence & dlffereat oliniosl picture, depending

upon in which developmental stuce the 2gent is operating.
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The ilwmportance of Isciors of any kind which affaesoct develop-
nent depends to & large axteant on the specific stusze in which
they oocur. The sane is ulso true {or the process of regree-
sion., The puthognomy of o elinical eptity finds its sxpres-
sion in & way wailch is .pyecific tu the level of psrsonality
functioning to wilch thes person rexresssl, even though the
stiolorical & ent of this wiscise asy be treced to earlier
stuges of development.

The shove roeflocts ulso upon the problem of autlsam,
Fund._entully, wacther ¢8 a result of regression dus vo
puthology or &8 = phenomanon im norwwl ment.l functioning,
sutism reprecents s relstion, Althou,h it is & relation to
zn ipper world which does not muke use of logle of relation-
ghips it canpotl, developmentally vilwwews, be aéstablisted
without prior ezperleccs in the extermsl world, and before
& level of coguniilve functloning has Leen reucned which
provides the proper conditicns for Lhe casrgence of sutism.
The szme 1s true hen one vizws autism from the point of
visw of regression, When in ihe course of regrecsion the
schizophrenle reaches & point beyond a stage vwnich is minimel
for tne function 2f &utlem, ultihoush the putisnt may still
be classilicd &8 & schlzophresic, ne is not autistic anymore.
It reszains now to be seen et whal developmental level of
relation t0 reality and cognitive functioning the emergence

of zutism is possible.
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¢) Relation to weallty in "arly Childhood.- 7Th
cont wntional plcture of the inf«nt found in different
paycholoricel theorias is that of & helpless humen being
standing slone before the objJeetive world, This picture
aceording to Sehachta173 is a result of two ideas busic Ho
neny peychologlesl theories. One a3t tes vt the fundumental
movement of the livipg orranism is toward .n exoltationless
state of quliescanee, and 1ife is accosdingly vieved ag a
painful conpromlise, A¢cording te the otiaer, the infant is
hhelplessly sovarnoed by drives stiivin, for dlschar s and
learns to use 21~ senscs only undsr the coaercion of the
necasgl ty To cops with resiity. Implicit in both is the
notion thot reality welution is = painful nocersity and thet
development curtalls plensure,

# Afferent approach toward the explunstion of the
basie prineiplas of sarly developrent is zanifost in

7% end Kartmann°574 writings. Both meintain that

Bushlar's
the norzal newbeorn human wnt als  virugse eXpectudble euviron-
cent re alapted to sooh othzr from ths vury first ncment.

The infnt, accoriing to them, iz in :lose touoch =xith hie

72 Trnet G. O7hachtel, Meotn-orrhesig, "en York,
Basic Books, 1959, viii-344 p.

7% Chsrlotte Buehler, Chlldhcod and dolescence,
Tel-Avivy, Vibutz Mouchad, 1947, Hebrew Traonal-tion hy Levi,
400 p.

74 Hartooon, Xge Psveholosy and the Droulem of
Adaptation, Op, Cit., xi-l%1 p.
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environment not oaly by his need for ite oare but alsc by
his reactions to ite stimuli, even though these reactions
are still primitive, The strese is on the occurreonce in the
course of the child*s development of the positive resvonses
and sttitudes to the environment., Reality relstion thus
enters the process of development as an independent variable;
it 18 part of mdaptetion end ineludes both knowledge of
reallity w«nd aoting in regard to it.

Although at present meny investigators strese the
lmportance of the study of early reality relatiocns, it 1s
el 80 a kncown fact that experiences of young ehildren are
frustratingly inaccessible., Without langusge, and with
diffuse and generalized resctions, the young child can in
no certein way disclose what he feels or what he knows,
The svaileble knowledge in litersture about the young child's
inner world is thus based only on infersmce from observetion
ef the child's activity. This poses another 4ifficulty.

As Hartmann75

observes, objective knowledge of and practical
orientation in reslity do not necessarily coinoclde. Whether
this 1s also trus for sarly childhood is difficult to say.

Piaset75 does not scoept this statement and, according to

75 Hartmann, Eg% ?a%ehsgagz snd the Problem of
Adeptation, Op. ©it., xi-1Z1 p.

76 Plaget, The Lsnsuspe end Thought of the Ehild,
Gp. Cit., 251 p.
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him, the child whatever he knows shows it immedliately in
astion, and whutever he thinks he immediately expresses 1t
through verbalization.

Althoush the nsture snd sigpificence of early
Teality relations zre 2till 2 matter of controversy it seems
that when one approach:s the probleam from a widser point of
view the {szsue gains a new perepective., Without entering
into the rhilosopher'’s discussions of what constitutes
reality, a baslc point stressed in psychologlical literature
is that the growlng child lesrne his aprromch to reslity in
constent relation to the parents' approseh to it., The
child "(...) adjusts to a world which is not only to a ¢on-
sldereble extent nan~msde, but slso man—thcught".77 While
from the point of view of ascientific critsrias this world
doee not coineclide with objeotive reality, it 12 obviocusly
not an sutistic world, One thus f{inds oprosed to the con-
cept of objectlve reality two other concepte of = completely
diiferent nature. One co.responds to what is known as
autism; the other corresponds to the conventional or socclel-
ized knowledge of reallty in which not validation but inter-
subjeclive soceptance is used as a ceritericn., It is in

this context that Bruner st al.7® speak ubout empirical

77 Helnz Hartmann, "Hotes on the Reality Principle”,

in The Psyohoapalytic Study of the Child, Veol. 11, 19856, p. 43-44.
78 Bruner, 8% al. Op. Cit., xi-330 p.
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verisimilitude, that is, guidance by conventional experience.
Although it bringe to error, it is a rea:cnable srror, and
cannot be consldered as autism. They meintain that muech of
human reasoning is supported by = kind of themetie prooess,
and meauningfulness of zaterisl is not always esccepted on the
basis of abstract logic but mainly on the basle of prefer~
enoe of empiricelly rsasonsble propositions, A similar

gpproach one fimds in Holt and Havel’?

who distinguish in
Rorschach betwesn thematic elaboration and autistie
slaboration.

For the young ohild the "erronecus" conception of the
world sround him is real not only because of his immature
coznitive functioning but, fundementslly, becaure this is
the reality intersubjectively accepted by his immediate
suvironment and presented to him. Une mizht even guestion
whether it is subjeotive; it is in & sense non-veridiesal,
but not eutistie. The cocherence of the world to which the
child sdjusts and relstes ls dependent on ego's capacity
for lategration, on the levsl of cognitive funectioning,
but not all deviation from objective reality cen be dlirectly

related to autism,

79 Robert R. Holt and Joan Hsvel, ™A iethod for
Assesaing Prisary and Becondary Trocess in the Rorachach”™,
in Meria A. Rickers-Ovéiankina, (Ed.}, Op. Cit., p. 263-
315.
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worner®? brings an example of a threa ye«r old child
who ¢slled soldiers seen at a considerable dlstance froa

the window Xlndersoldaten. One tan hardly say that this is

an autistio response., It rather reflscts fmmaturity in
conceptual size constancy. arieta®l gquotos the following
exanple from lLevin as an lndioution of sutism in young
normal ohildrsn'e rslation to reslity: a twenty-seven month
0ld ehild drimking milk while locking at the ploture of a
horse, ssld: "Glve milk to the horse.” Why should thig be
an indioation of asutistic thinking? The ohild in his ex-
presslon which was stlmulated by the pleture 2nd4 by the act
of drinking menifested: reletion to an extarsal constellation
of stimull; showed abllity in ccnoept-baunis, rscozniticn
of the horse; in ceoncept-sipgn, use of the word horse, and
in peroeption of two-dimensional objocts, This stiatement
which might scem to be nonsenmsie to an sdult, is really an
expression of lmmaturity in ooncept-moaning. In both
examples the children related to the external reality, esch
according to his developmental level of copnltive functioning.
What ie of iaportance in this issue is to psrcelve
that the person does pot live in an objective resality as

defined by sclence. In the adult, & workable sguilibrium

80 vwerner, Comperative Psychology of Henbtal Tevelop-
ment, Op, Cit., p. 489,

81 arieti, Op, Cit., p. 198,
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1s morzally sstablianed between the inner world und the
oblective knowledge of reality. In the young child, one
xight say, the relatlon to reality is of a non-varidlcal
correapondence., He is not asble yet to apparcelivs, nelither
to projeot; shere is no ianer world. He lives in a world of
immediste exsperisnce and a world of experience through
recoganltion. He reaponds %o the world in an imusture way,
but the responsivensszs is wocording to the immediste nature
of the stimulus and the lavel of mental funcbioain;. The
world is not yet personaily asaningful for aim, but mesning-
ful inasmuch as he responds %o it,

Jevalopmentally viowed cne mlght say that reelity
ralation dspends on the growing capaclity to delay gratifio-
ation or disecharge, and to substitute insteasd through pro-
cesses., Bubl for the presencol child, even 1f one sesumss
hypothetically that a delay is possible, the delay in itself
will not bring to better results than the lumwedlate response,
& deley suggests belter results only if it enables vicarious
teeting of sotion, which is impossible ln the young child.
Only with the developaent of lsnvuuze to a level of, %o
use ?iaget'&az phruse, thought interchsnge cne can speak of
tho existence of an inner world in the ehild, At this

point the ncn-veridleal correspondence between stimulus and

82 Pieget, The lsnsuage and Thoupht of the Child,
Op. Sit., p. 6l.
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sotlon in the child's behavior sives wsy to & correlztion
hotween the ohild's setivity apd his thought., The cunoept
of future enters now the ohild's 1ife; this is made possible
by relieving his behsvier from lmmedisey of resuactivily
through re-sxperiencing the past, =nd thus meking possible
vicarious testiog of =ctivity snd relztion to fature.

This developusnbal shunsze is of busic laoportance for
parsonality fevelopment in gener:l, snd reslity reletlione in
perticuler. .t thiz st.ce of developaent s-.vly childhood
comed to an end. The ohild grew out of , what ope aight csll,
mother-child psycholosionl snd scolal symblosis; in primitive
cultures st thie stage, whiech roughly ¢orresponds to age six-
sevsn, he becosmes transferred to father's responsibllity;
in cuy culture he enters sokosl, Irom the psyeholo iozl
polat of view with the end of the phuse of induotive thinking
the primery conteption of body-imags, of self appesrs. He is
sble now not only to delay vresponsiveness to stimull in the
nerrow cognitive mesning of the asot, but vlso to relzte the
stimull to himself! and thus to exprass in his rezponse a
personel meaninz, that 1s, he iz able to profeet, Butb,
pernsps, the most importanl shange that cocurs st this stage
i the mprecrance of snxiety in its Srue payehcloslesl

seaning. A8 Ausubel points out:
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Ansiety appesrs relstively late on the eczoticnsl
borizon, It presupposss the ¢.114%s 2bility to con-
geptuallize his oun biosoolal at.tus, W rsact Lo
depreeliation of auch st tus with lowered feelings of
vdequay, an% te sntlciprte future thrests to
self-esteen,B8

Thess chapges bring the child to ba confroanted at

ence with thres worlds: the world of his nurrow soais)
environment in wniceh he grew up, the world of peer-zroup and
sohool which fe different from the Temiliar and oclose one,
and an looer world whieh becomes struotured now. .Slthough
from the polnt of view of the aot of sxperienciag nothing
chan.es developmentally. Az Ruhm polnts cut:

e oxn experience oaly in the pressnt. “e asy
look baock - retrospact - on esperieutes of our pasy,
we asy expect - anblelpete -~ erxpericonces in ocur
future bui the setusl siperience Is ulways & setier
of the present - of the presant of the experisncing
person in nis situation,.B84

But whet eohmmges i %ot the ehild in the prosess of

siperiencing, while experienclog in the present, ls sble

news te -ive a personsl meuning to bis sotusl sxperiente,
Yeridicality of the resyonse is now not only a Juegtlon of
coghitive meturity but mainly & result of dynemsics of mesning,
With the deperture of the okild from his prisary szocic-

peyeholosloul world, where he was a Odenter of un lmotursly

83 Uavid . Susubel, T : g of Child
Development, Kew York, Grune und &tr@t op, 1987, p, oul.

84 Bagen Kahn, “"Some Thoushts on the %ipd®, in Jordan
¥. Jeher, (Fd.), ,2&_&&3., pe 433,
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known reality, the lnner worlé beeccwues u peyohologlesl space
whore he cap preserve thie centeredness. It is in this
meaning th: & snxiety buocmes a buslc feotor 1n withdrswal
toward sn inper world, & bhasie facter for autism. The ehlld
is able now to withdrrw to a world whers accented lewfulness
is not preserved, where omnipotence of wishfulfillasnt is
possible, Usvelopmentelly, at this steaze for the ‘irst time
sutistio lansuece snd Bersvior srwpenr, It iz =t thls slaqe
thet one observes in the bsiuvior of ohildren u soglally
saared -utism, when they construet thelr own sirns and lin-
guistic expressions as oprosed 1o those used by sadults.

4} Summary.- The notion thet perception, or cognition
in sensral, develops Trom szutism to objectiviasa is bused on
a misconceptlon of cognltive development in early childhood,
The stotesent is rsther true when applied to the aduli's
range of cognitive functioning., In the adult,nerception or
sognition can range from the ons extrere of complatie autism
to the other in whileh stimulus determinpation preveils. In
the youns ¢hild, the preschoocler, before development of
refiection upon 8elf, the eoznisive Tunetioning is not
aabistie but, rother, non-veridical due to imuaturity. It is
not veridiesllty or non-veridlculity which mskes sn setivify
or theusht autietia but, roshar, the distcortion of reaslity
dues to & withdrswal from 1t and « disregnrd of logic of

relationshipe to fulfill s wish.
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it 1s true that autiem, Lis cmergente and Tunotion
depand to & grect extent upon commitive Tunotions; self-
pereertion is 160 slwuys u cognltive zect, But for oune Lo
beeoms sutistie, cosmitlon In 1tself iz not snough. “utism
is pessible only when coapitive Funotioning develers to =
level whieh rep-ers the ohild to reflsot upom himself. OCaly
~% this noint of development ruxiety becemen & feetor in the
shild's reslity relotions and npe san spgsk - boutl proosption,
sublectlivity, and sutissm,

The stens lealiing to this dovaslepment re _erhe o8
maoet 2lenrly exprassed in the definitlon of cognition by
Bruner, eb% sal. wognltlon, according to them, is "{...)
the neens whersby orgunisms achisve, ret.ia, znd tr.paforam
iﬂf&rhmbiﬁﬁﬁ-&s seoordingly, devalopmentully viswed, the
virst phere represants ccasept fpr.obtlon; The secpnd, laugusge
develovment; =pd the Lhird, tramsformation, is nossible only
shen deluy of sotlon «md indivl‘uslisy ia attataosd. In the
aot of trunstorsatlon, paycholeslaslly sceaking, the child's
atbisude and ocutlook on reslity 1s reflegted., In 1% ths
6hild’s first proocsptive dlruetlon 1s estubliched and manifaests
the heginnine of the psychelorienl idlorvnersilar 8 oproged
to the bioloric.l, whieh ruled the ohili's dehuvleor prior o

that.

85 Bruper, $% al., 5 Study of Tninkinp, Cp. Gib., D.

vii.
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shat &

The basle char.cteriatic of this siw e of devalon-
ment _nd which renders cutliam soesible, 18 tot the ehild
is now able to withir:w to =2n ianer world, Like thinking
rrope?r sutiam 18 slso bosed on & delay; it is not san
inmvediste resnonse to sn impinging situation, but a delay
in the mesninz of & withdr: wal, not to nothingness, hut te
an ianer wsorid where wishfulfilsent ies possible,

83n



CHAPTER IX1
THE AUTIBTIC SYNDROWE

The preceding chspter conveyed the thought thst
ehildhood 18 essentially s eollsotive term; 1t inclufes the
process of blolozleal meturstion and soocialization which
esrry the perscon from s condition of complete belplessness
to the threshcld of self-derendence end oreamtive endssavor,
To properiy understand the ceourrence of & Characteriatio
of belavior in ohildheod one has to srzsp the sxsel semning
of the yuslitstive Ohwnses whieh tuxe pl-ce in e ch end
every staze of development. This writer hss slso sugwested
that the term autisz ie not applicable in the desoription
of the nature of early cognltive fuostioning in the normel
ebild.

It iz the intention of this writer to show that the
term autism 18 &3 inspplicable +ithin the reamlim of psycho-
pathology in esrly ochildhood as it is in noramalivy.

1. ©hildhood Zenizophrenis.

Over the last in0 deczdes the term asutiss is exten-
sively used with reference to itwo clinical pictures: child-
hoed sonizephrenle and early infentile sutisa. dctwithstand-
ing the fazot that & vest amount of liter.ture dealing with
the stiology of ehlldhood schizeophreniz has bsen published,
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the exsot nature of the disorder is 2t present unknown,
This ip sttributed to the youth of chiidhood peychopatholo y
ag & fleld of investisstion, end a leok of & valid ¢lassif-
loastion of mental disorder in c¢hildren. The disorder holds
great fascination for the payehlatrist ond psycholozist
alike beodsnuse of the multiplieity of theories with regsrd

to its pature, poor prognosls for soclal integration in
okildren suffering from this disordsr, and consejuently lack
of & definite course of treutment,

Kecently a strong opresition is belng sncountsred

in psyohistric and psycholo::icsl (iroles nsainst the use of
the ters "childhood sohlzophronia™; qusstions heve been

raicsed as S0 the exact mesning of the ters end ite slinlosl
referents. Eaman,l for exawmple, srpuss that the tern ohild-
hood smchizophrenia lsads to eonfusion rather t-un %o olarif-
icetion. In his opinion the ters should be replaced by a
broadur soncept oonsistept with present kpnowledge of ohlld-
hood peychopsthology. Mosse,> in lime with this thinkins,
insists that acoording %o classicsl psychiestric nosology

schizophrenlie 18 not ¢ diseuse of ohildhood; its ouset is

1 saren H, “smen, "bhil&hsaé ”swcnaﬁie snﬁ uhildhaod
Schizophrenia™, in /igericen J of o1 5y
Yol. 30, Xe. ., issue of myr 1 19»*, Pe

2 Hilde L. Xosse, ”The Hisuse of the plasnesis Child-
hood %ahiaaphxanla” in American Journsl rgvehiatry, Vol.
114, %o. 9, issue of Moroh 58, y, §91-704,



THE AUTIBTIC EYNDHOKE 86

considered to e in adolescence or youns gdulthood. Mence
t0 disgncee chlldren with severe smotlonal and mental
aymptons as sohlsophrenic is selentificelly wrong and has
gerious preaotical consequsnces, She points outb:
¥e beave ecsarohed the liter:ture and were unable
o Tind even ons fully analyzed and dsfinlte oase of
sohizophrenie in whieh the cuusative ceoneotion be-
twoen early or later iufantile psyochologlcal trauma
apd the digesse wes reslly estsblished selentifioeslily.
Chiliren mey rauct in a bizarrs way %0 severe trauca
but thet does not mear thut they have sehizophrenia
or will develop it latar on in iifa.®
%atan® also denles the azistance of a syndrome in
ehildhood directly oongruent with the schizophrenia of
adults, He ocontonls thut sohizophrenia Is not precadsld by
a0 infuntile psyehotic state., Thsre is, according to him,
a 8light extersnsl similarity batween schizophrenic syuptoms
snd ths bensvier shown by children labzled =s sghliophrenics,
but the struoture of ths %wo disessss is of a differsnt
etlology and nature.
Soldfsarb, on the other hand, csee the crgucent as
neinz of & semantie naturs; for nlm the tera 1s merely a

label., He writes:

3 Mosse, Up, Gi%., p. 728-793.

4 M. Keten, "Btructural <spects of & Case of
Sohizophrenle™, 1n Pasehosnalyiie Study of the Child, Vol. 5,
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Childhood senlizophrenia obviously i not o
unituxry, eticloaically spoeclific and posltive disssse
entity relentlessly unfoldlins itself; it 13 merely
& label indionting that the ohild deviates dramati-
celly Trom norssel in ego functioning, that he laocks
normal guides for melf-regulstion, for schieving
gelf-identity, and for differsntinting himselr fron
the world cutside himself,d

Wosther ones calls the dlsorder dysmsturation, stypi-
¢al development , or child psycheosis ~ hes at the present
stete of knowl edge no bearing upon the proper understsnding
of the diseese. The divergsnce of opinlons und the multiple
contradictory theoretical explanations of childhood sohizo-
phrenia stem, according to Goldfard, from two main
dgirficenlties:

Psychotle children Jjust 4o not present the
6lasgiecal combinstion of syxptoms whieh is required
by the nosolosieal categories of Kraepelin or which
are identicsl with those of Blsuler's definition of
sohizophrenia, (...}although a sizeable proportion
of c¢hildhood sshizophrenios lster are dlsznosed as
schizophrenle in mdolescence or sdulthood, childhood
schizophrenis is not the ususl precursor of the
schizophrenias of later onset, nor should the two
be regsrded as equivalent.

Hore appropriste eriteris for the understundling
of the psychopathy of ehildhood must considsr the
limitations of a ohild’'s langusge, the fluidity of
his aymptoms, and the aproisl bshaviorsl chunces
linked with nls msturstion.

The full range of known oriteria has not been
fully and ade .uately explored. Simileriy, the couse
or ccuses of the disorders subsumed undsr the
umbrella of childhood schizophrenie are still unkpown.®

5 ®¥illiem Uoldfardb, Childhood Beﬁiggghragia,
Cambridge, Mass., Horvsrd Upiversity Precs for The Comron-

wealth Fund, 1961, p. 2738,
& Ibvid., p. 19.
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What then is the nature of schizophrenis? The first
to give a comprehensive description of schizophrenis wes
Pottar.7 He concelves of the dicorder as a regression char-
aoterized by a withdrawal of interest from the environment,

4 aturbances in thought processes, defeet in emotionsl
repport, and bizarre behavior with s tenlency to persever-
ation or stereoctypy. Pesyohodynemically, he considers the
regression e churaoteristio of schizophrenias in children
ag well as ln amdulta, He concludes from his observations
that a typleal schlizophrenlc reaction may put in its appear-
ance long before adolescencs,

Currently one of the fundamental viewpoints on
¢hildhood sohizophrenias was rendersd hy Bander.a Her
approach 18 based on the assumption that childhood schizophre-
nia foreoasts adult sehlizophrenla nnd its esusative fuctors
are of an organic pature, Bhe defines childhood schizophrenia
as a maturational lag at the embryonic level, a kind of
encephalopathy that affects development in ell the arcas
~which integrate bioclogical and psvohological behevior. The

dirsoet result of this organismic disturbsnce is anxliety,

vyﬁowar& W, Potter, "Scnizopnrenia in Children™, in
Americen Journal of Psychiatry, Vol. 12, No. 11, isaue of
May 1933, p. 1258-1271. ' ’ ’

€ Lauretta Pender, "Twenty Yeurs of Clinical Ressarch
on Schizophrenic Children, with Epecial Refersnce to Those
under Bix Years of Age”, in Gerald Caplsn, (%d.), Emotional

ggg%%gggigg Early Ohildhood, Rew York, Bassic Books, 1855,
p- - -
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(.00) which tends to cell forth symptom form-
ation of s pseudodefoc.lve, pssudonsurotis, or
pasudopeychoprthic type. The family ollsate in the
infantile period, the envircnmenlt ia generel, ané
cthar psycholegical facters (such as psychotherapy)
help to determine the ability of the personality to
cope with the illness ond the snxiety and the
symptom formetion.®

She differenti-tes bebwsen two levels of symptonma-
tology in the schizophrenic ohild. To the prisury symptoms
ghe ascribas 4ilaturbance in homeostctle control of the body
tunction, in resplrutory patierne, in speech and langurre
developmant, and primitivization of jperception., Thase pri-
marTy dlsturbances are respounsidle for the prinaitive plasticlty
that chsraoterizes all sci:izopirenic behavior. Jeconiary
syapbon Tormetlon, on the other hand, result in withdrswal,
sutism, tempsr tantrums, difflculties in body imace, iln
nsreonal identity, und in Alsturtencs in object relations.
E@nﬂarlg irews her ooncluslons from two basic
theories: Bleuler'sll vague end not elaborsted conception
of senlzophrenia ss belag fuadanontally of soms orsinie

1z

pnature, and Gesell's thsory of eabryologicsl development,

9 %mdﬁr, an Cit. [3 'Oo 613.

16 Ibid., o. 503.515,

11 Bugen Bleulsr, "The Basie SBymptoms of Schizophrenia®,
iu Devid Repaport, (vd.), Organization §Qd Pathology of
Thought, New Tork, Columbias University Preess, 1051, p. 581-649,

12 Arpold éaseli and C.&5, fmatrude, The Tmbryclogy
of Benavlior: The Beginuinp:s of the Huwan J4ind, Xew York
Herper end Brothers, 13&%, xix-289 p, ’ ’
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She does not differsatlicte hotween jualitatively differunt
¢linjcal pietures obssrved it diff:zrent levels of develop-
aent of the cuild; for ber childhood sehizephrenls iz e
clinical entity, occurring in c¢hildhood hafore the age of
eleven yesrs &S a result of a dysmaturstion proceszs of
organic pnature. The schizophrenie child reveuls pathology
at every level srd in every fleld of integrstiom within the
functioning of the centrel nervous system, The disorder is
of 8 reactive nature rather them of & rerressive nature,
Stress on pgychogenie footors as determinants of
enildnocod echizophrenie is perhaps best presented by Hank.ls
Her baslec assumption is that ochildhood sohizophrenis ig of a
different nature then adult schizophrenis, and that the dis-
orday should rather b. called estypiesl Adsvelopment resulting
in 2 fragmeated ogo.
By this term, we refer to the clinically estab-

lished fact that bLlicsc children lsok the canaeity

for integration and that they demonstrate only

sloglie well-devsloped funotions mlon;s'1e the many

other functions that cre orippled or arrested. (...)

Such an ezo is the result of the infont's unsuccess-

ful stru§§le to obtaln vital satisfzetion from his
parents,

13 Beata hkenk, "Intensive Study and Treatwment of
Preschool Child ren Who Bhow Marked Ferscnaelity Usviations,
of 'Atypieal Development', snd Thalry ™ rente®, in Oersld
Ceplan, (%d.), Opn. Cit., p. 481-501.

14 Ibiﬁo. p. 4794:"’%950
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The disorder is tiaus uere atiributed Lo the lack of
an exotional c¢limate fuvorzble Lo the deavelopment of the ego
and coniducive to the loming of early coject relationship.
Although Rank d¢e2 not deny thst .n some cusse atyplesl
development 13 caused by bereditery and bioclogical faetors,
ghe herself stiresses the vital rols of post-.natasl psychol-
ozical elements, pesrticularly the emotional climate in which
s child's e.urly relstionshics develop and individuation teakes
pluce,

A middle poslticn osetwsen ithe two extrewes is held

b Goldfarb,t?

As a result of a prolonged study he ocume to
the eonclusion that Lhere are schizophrenle shildren with
underlying orsanic etiology and scaizophrenie cehildren with
underlying psyecho-sceial stiolosy. In boih the disorder

1e¢ a re:ult of disturbances in ego functioms, aceording to
him, 16 is8 Aifricult to liscern waelher the primary causative
faetors stam from the ¢hild himeslf or from the family
ataosphere; the Alfferantiation iz rather of 2 theoretizal
noture, When obaerved in the clinic the child presents a
terminal produet of & oycelic chain of somstic and psycho-
gocd al interaoction in which the primery ceusative faotors
are not ziven more to recoznition in abaencs of mross
neurophysiolozical patielogy. Jhetuer the patholocical

process berins with the child or the *smlly, ths bosle

15 Goldfarbd, Op. £it., xxvi-218 p.
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clinical symptoms, scoording to Goldrarb,le are: 1) defi-
clent equipment for experisncing, which restricts the cepa-
olty for experiencing pleasure and renders the child asimless
in his behavior; 2) a pastiern of reesptor preference in
whieh the dlstance receptor modalitiss are not used spd only
the proximal receptor modaslities touch, smell and taste are
ths chief basis for orientstion te the environsmesnt. This
disturbance affeocts the child's abllity to entiecipate and

to congeptualize, and contributes to his uncertainty about
his personal identity.

Basie to G@létarb'517 conception of ohildhood
schizophrenia is the concept of ego., He coneelves of the
disorder as s hehavior disturbance charscterized by meny
and gualitatively serious defects in the ego. Whether of
orgunie or psycho-szocial nature, both result in sevars ego
disorgenization,

Although there is a generael sgreement concerning the
basie clinicel findinge, the explanetions of the nature of
the sehizophrenic process vary and depend mostly upon the
particular investigator's concept of pathogenssis. One of
the most baslc juestions asked today is whether rererdless

of divergent bshavioral manifestations there is & core

16 %ldfﬂrb, %Eo Citt’ po Ei"gu
17 Ibid., p. 10.
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problem, a basic disturbunce pathognomic to the illness.
According to Hendriockson:

Present theories concerning etiology reveal
gugh wider dissgreesent than we see in the aresa of
payohopathology. Thls disagresment centers sround
the old, snd pos:ibly snachronistic srgument of
‘nature vs, nurture’'. Does the sohizophrenie
¢hild develop his illness ueouuse of his mother's
pathogenic attitudes toward him, or is the bamsic
defect present in the child at birth with some of
the motherts attitudes developing cut of the
fruetrations of trying to ieal with the sigk
ohild? Does this {lluess represent en inherent
biolosical defect, or is it paychogenetically
determined? Or are hoth types of faotors
oper: . ting?18

Toue pro . lem bacomes more tonfused by the fsct thet
oue Tinds & sonizojhrenic cohild in & tauily where a1l other
slvlings ure nomal and 4o pot show apy belsvior disturbznce.
Apd, on ths other nand, sometimes no childhood schizoparsnle
is found in a Taamlly where one or boln parsuls suffer from
schizophrenlia or sehizeld parscoalivy.

;riaﬁon,lg for ex.zple, conslders the alsorier a
result of & primery deficlency ip "seiding power" inzerent
in tne o ild., He ,westions Lhe plmusebility ¢f stressing

. . : - 20
the 1uctor oi tae saternal refectlen. weeklsr ot &l.

18 Willurd J. Rendrickson, "Ttinlocy in Childhood
uoniaophxaui& - An svalustion of Current Views®, in
Neryoug Child, Vol. 10, Ho. 1, 1952-1953, p. 10.

19 Trik B, Trikson, Childooed nd . cclety, Hew York,
Borton, 185G, p. lel.

0 Mortlmer ). Gaokler, et sl., ". ¥Tsychobiologie
Viewpoint on Sohizophrenias of Gnilﬁ sad" in XNervous Child,
Yol. 10, Ko. 1, 1952 1983, =», 43-59.
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stress the fanot that prepondcrsnce of males in childheod
schizophrenia is evidence that the disorder staerts in utero
snd is & result of hormonal dysequilibration. Anderson®l
seas childhood sohizophrenis, and especlally the child's
failure in interperscnal relations,brought about by a very
specifie type of organioc braln defleit in the sseocimtional
pathways of the oortex,

Hore rocently & trend to re-szxamline the iisgnostic
oriteria of childhocd schizophrenla brought asbout attesmpts
to distingulish among the multiplieity of eymptoms » number
of syndromes that form a more homogensous ¢liniezl entity.
Up till now three sueh syndromes, which allegedly represent
subgroups of chlildhood sohizophrenla, wers desoribed, They
sre: anaclitio depresslon, symbiotiec psychosis, and serly
infantile autism.

a) Anaclitic Depression.- ﬂ@itmgz desoribes thie
disturbence as resulting from emotionel deprivation. It is
a ocondition whioh develops in the second half of the first
year when the infant who has Just estasblished the firs$

constont cathexisg of a need.patisfying object, the mother,

£l Cemills M, asnderecn, "Organic Tactors Tredisposing
to Behizophrenia™, in Nervous Child, Vol. 10, No., 1, 195Z-
1953’ p’ 36‘42i

22 Rene A. Spitz, "Anmclitic Depression", ia The

Paychoanalytic Study of the Child, Vol. £, 1946, p. 313-338.
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loses this oblect and develops s pathologiesl resction
progreseing to 8 state of debilitation and depressive vith-
drewal from reality. The olinleal pieture 1s that of =
dsteriorated ecatatonle-like stupor or agit tion., He comn-
siders this syndrome to be a child paychosie which differs
from adult psychosis only because of the lmxsturity of the
payehic apparstus. In ensclitic depression the jsychopzth-
ology arises npelther from s defect in the ohild nor in the
mother; it is a result of a2 loss of the resl cbleot in the
outside world at an important steze of turning towsrds reallity.

At present the ¢onnection dbetwsen anselitic depres-
sion and onildhood mobizophrenia is not olesr; the pecull-
arity of the oconditions undsr which the disorder develops is
rot yet understcod., 1The coniition develops mostly in
infents who praviocusly 4id not show sny paychopatholosicel
pigne snd had a 2004 relstionship with mother.

b) Symbiotiec Paychosls.~ Symblotio psychosis, a
gyndrome charscterized by ego fragmenistion, bresk with
reslity and & strong ¢linging to and denendence upon mother,
1s descoribed by Mahler.2® The symptomatic psychopathology
in thess children is u result of ilscrepancy beltween norml

gomatlo maturetion end flxution of scootionsl dsvelopnment st

28 Margiret 5. Mahler, "On Child Pesychosis and
Sehizophrenia: Autlstic aznd Symblotie Infantile “aychosses”®,

in Ine Payehoansiytio Study of the Child, Vel. 7, 1952,
p. 286-308,
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a synblotic stage of the naed-satisfying part-object.
The ohild who ocould not nchilsve smotional

di fferentiation from the mother ls thereby unpre-
pared now to be functionally sep rnte from her.
Despite his own aatured independence of funotioning,
Lo appe.rs emotionally uttarly bewlldered and
penioky; (...) With ege, tha diascrepancy between
asturatlonal =:nd developmental growth iancracses,
When the rate of growth of sutonomous ego~functions
and paychosexual msburstlion surpsassen the emotionsl
differentistion from the mother, these children's
brittls ego-structure tends to fragment,24

When ssen in olinie these chilidren's belevior shows
an aoute break with reality sexpressed by temper tantruus
or panic-strioken behavior. Underlying this behavior is a
low tolerznee to frustrution and lack of emotional differ-
entiation. The child resots to unbeurable frustrution
"{...) by bizarrely distortsd and often fevsrishly inoreased
reality testing snd hallucinatory sttempts to restitution
(..0)n.28

The symptosms of the disorder become nanifest after
age two znd colinclde with the soclobioloical growth of the
child, The zain cheracteristie of this sypdrome is the
ettexpt of the child to restore and to perpetuate the de-
lusional omnipotence phuse of mother-cnild fuslion, a cond-

ition where mother is gpercaived as an extension of the self,

24 Margsret 5. Mahler, st sl. "Severe Bmotional
Disturbances in Childheood: Psychesis™, in Silvano Arietl,
(Fd.), American Handbook of Psyehiatry, New York, Basie
Books, 1959, p. 828,

25 Ibid., p. 827.
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¢) Barly Infuntile Autiam.- This synirome desoribed
by Xanner®® ig considered by him ths esrliest form of ohild-
hood sohizophrenla.

The ¢“nice of the dasionation, 'esrly infantlle

sutism', wap suggested by the unmistakuble evideanoce
of the typlesl sywomtoms in the firet two yesrs of
life and the zelf-cantered, atz%aaah in the peginning
often impenetrable, aloneness,

Thue clinlesl symptroms of these ehildren present
themselvses in the form of drtuchment from meople, repeti-
ticusness snd rituslism ip motor behuvior, fascination tor
objecta, linzuistic impeirment or complete mutism,

what mostly lsprecsses the cliniclen ~hen he obsmerves
ehiltren exhibitiny this synfrome is their cemplete disregard
of percons, spd ithelr shrinkin- from anythinz thet eneroaches
on their lsolstion, It 1s the=e two cherscteristics that
brought the asbove writers to consider the ocondition ss the
aarliast form of sohlcoshrenia and to esll it sutism, They
sorrowad Lhe two ter.s vithout rasurd to their rossidle in-
applicebllisy within the rzalm »f childhood peychonathnlogy.
It sargs fitting thers“nra to gttemnt an an~lysis of the meen-

ing of schizop-renis and of the teorm zutism in peychovathology

before a ilceurzlion of e-rly lnfantile sutiem is started,

26 Leo EKanner, "Autlistie Disturbonces of Affsctive
Contact™, in Xorvous child, Vol. @, 194Z, p. 217.-28%50,

27 Leo Xanner end Leon Eisenherg, "Notes on the
Follow-Up Btudies of Autistic Children"”, in Paul H. Hoch

and Joseph Zubin, (Ed.), Psychopatholoay of €hildhooi, New
York, Grune and “tretton, 1805, p. 228,
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&, fSehizophranie and Autism,

a) Paycniatrie Kosology.- MNosology refsrs to the
gcience of classification of dlszessses. As such Lt re e~
sents not only the knowledge about the .lme.se entity huat
reflsacts also the synthesis ~f the ildews of aprro ¢ch. The
Kraepeliniun nosograjhy, although stlll the baz:ic nosology
of paychiatry, dces not it snysmore (ne psychictric re.lity
of today. 1t reflecte in & v:ry syslemgtlic .ay the lo.ss
of the ninsteenth century with an overemphasis on Clascl--
fication end a reletive neglec¢t of therapy. /2cur’ing to
Vaibh,23 araepslin’s mein contribuiion was lhat e relurned
mental diseuse Lo the general :ield of .edloine, His mailn
conviction was viet mentel cisesse wus besically uue to the
same Ouuses us any olher dis.sse. I[wnee Lhe prineiple
requisite ilu the kpowledge of ment.l Iisesse wsd 20 socurste
definition of the sepurate alou-.ge procssssa wnd The ssareh

tor diseuse entitles., . ccusding te “llboorg:

28 Ilza Veith, "Psychiatric Hosology: #rom Hippo-
erzt- e to Xraapelin®, in Americsn Journa)l of Tsreniagtry,
Yol. 114, ¥o. 5, issue of %avaﬁbar 1957, p. oBo-o91.
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Krzepslin served well the Hippocratic tredition
in peychlatry. Yet Kreepslin, steeped as he wes in
the purely neuropathological bilae of which Griesinger
was a good example some half century before him,
lacked the elinieal flalir, the purely humen, pul-
sating, responsive interest in the patient or the
individual., And toward the close of the nineteenth
century the interest in the humen being as a
functioning unit, a2 a §%rsan, wat becoming pro-
nounced in many & field.29
On the other hand, Bleuler cared little for classi-
fications and definltions of olinical entitles. He was con-
el stently -opposed to rellience on diagnoastic labels and avoided
drewing 2 clear line of demurcetion bstween the normal and
the pathological, Bleuler's orientstion was that of an
existentialist; he was primarily interrsted in the manner in
whieh the patlient lived his own life in relstion to reslity .
Henoce his gravitation toward the payecholorical snd scelioclog-
ical in trying to understand the dynamics of the mental
disesne in a gliven patient.
In the years followingz the two, pesyohiatry was en-
riched also by nosological catagories of others., As Szaaz

points out:

29 Gregory Zllboorg, "Bugen Bleuler and Present-Day

Psyohiatry”, in é%@rlogn Journel of ¥syehiastry, Vol. 114,
No. 4, issue of October 19657, p. 291.
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All make gord sense in the situstions in which
they originsted. They have, howsver, since Leen
removed, transplanied and combined wiltn opns snother,
snd used ip all manner ot situstions. Is it then
surprising thet our eurrantsgayahimtria nO8Olory
is & modern Tower of Babel?

b} Sonizophrenia.- In the last thrae decades the
term was s0 widely used th.t it becsme "(,..} the single
most important dissnostie label in psyahia&ry“,gl a2 kind

of explelo-ull term thad really does not expisin., Ascording

to %wender, one

{...) does not inow whether the term conprises
one sntity with one etioclogy, one envity with several
atiologies, a group of simller entitles with the same
etiology, er a group of sicllar entities with
difrersnt etiolosies, d2

e implications of the term schizophrenis are ao
varied apd broad that

{..o) Lt i3 slmost a term of negstive reference:
The category of all Tuncbtional psychoses which are
not penlo-depressive. This would be useful - or st
lenst clear - if the mesnlings of the tera 'funaﬁicn&l'ﬁq
snd 'munic-depressive' were certaip, out they sre not."”

30 Tuomas &. Bzsesz, "The “roblem ot aychiatrie
¥osology", in Americun Journal of “syeniatry, Vei. 114,
Ko. 5, issue of Movember 1957, p, 408.

31 Ibid,, p. 412,

32 Paul H. Wender, "Nesentls “reecox: The Devalop-
went of the loncept™, In fmerican Jourmal of “syehlstry,
Vol. 119, No. l&, isasue of June 1963, p. L1142,

3% Ibig., p. 11493,
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In a recent article Kahn and ’Pokornys4 point out

that the concept of schizophrenla ss presently used is

elmost meaningless. There is no argument as to the patient
labeled aschizophrenic being sick, but the lebel does not
lmply diugnostioc exsctness and etiolopicel knowledge, The
disturbling faot ip this illness ieg thet the patient does not
seem able to describe hls pethologlical experience, a busic
prerequisite in medical practice. It is this laek of communi-
cation that, sccording to the authors, brings to dlegnostic
vagueness.

Historicully the conoept of schizophrenia hes its
roots in the term "“dementisa praecox®™ coined by Mcr0135 and
later ecoepted by Kraopelin56 a8 a label for s syndrome which
enhanced three ¢linical entities: hebepbrenia, parsncia. and
catatonia, 7The defining charaoteristics of dementia praecex
were: onsat in young adulthood, logs of inner unity and

weakening of veolition.

34 Tugen Kahn and Alex D, Pokorny, "Concerning the
Conoept of Sehizophrenia"™, in American Journsl of Psyochiatry,
VYol. 120, Wo., 9, issue of Hareh 1964, p. 856-860.

35 B.B, Morel, Talte dss UYsladise Mentrles, ™aris,
{ ), 1880, menticned in Paul H. Wender, Op. Clt., p. 147,

36 E. Kraepelin, Dementia Prauecox snd Paraphrenis,
Edinborough, Livingstone, 1919, mentiocned in “zul H. %ender,

Op. Cit., p. 1149.




THE AUTISTIC SYNDROME 102

37

It was Bleuler“’ who rensmed the syndrome "sehizo-

phrenia”, implying by this that the outstanding oharaoteris-
tic of the disordsr 1s a split in the psychie functions,
rather than & progrsssion towsrd = demential state., As
Zilboorg points out, schizophrenis was considered by Bleuler
a complex gathering of psycholngiocel reactions:

It wes therefore importent to Bleuler to bring
together all those psychopathologioal manifestations
which showed a certain discrepancoy between the
various functions of the personallity, a certain dis-
crepency between the word and the deed, a certain
discrepancy between thought and sotuality. It is
these liscrepancies that led Dleuler to invent the
term 'sehizophrenia'’, the splitting of thos
psychologiceal functione of wan which are usually
integrated into one whole, Hence, Bleuler's concept
of ambivelence, affectivity, autistie thinking,
derelstioc thinking, an% syntony which gained genersl
recognition and usage,.9®

In the fifty vears that passed siuce Lhe bverm "schizo-
phrenia”™ was coined, many atteapts were made to clarify the
etiology and to understand the nature of the disease.

39 fifteen thousaznd professlonsl articles

Agcording to Csarmeron,
and hcoke have been written on the topic., dJuckson who re-

viewsd a great number of the papars writes:

37 Eugen Bleuler, "The Basloe Symptows of Schizophrenis"
in David Rapaport, (Ed.), Orgenization and Pathology of Thought,
New York, Columbia University Press, 1951, p. 581-849.

38 Zilboorg, Op, Cit., p. 294,

39 Norman Cameron, Personslity Developament and

2s¥c§§ggthn;§515 A Dynamio Approaeh, Boston, Houghton
Mifflin, 1963, p. 577.
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These pupers diswgree widely .ith one <unother
snd reflect the fact that schizophrenls {8 @ sincularly
diffloult discoxder to ifavestlsate., . cempurison with
papers published thirty years sgo reveals leszs change
thah might be expected; altiough formerly the bio-
chemiocsl approuoh was stressed much more than environ-
men&iotha renge of viewpolnts is wide both then zund
now,

The W H O raportél

on schizophrenie demonstrates that
the confusion arcund the diseuse is a common internctionsl
fact., It zlso shows bLhat mo rsal pro . rs3s waa asde in
understanding the disorder since Xruepelin snd Bleular,

With regard to etiology the authors of the report
remain vague. Ihey stress the fact that the dlsorder is of
mgulti-fesctorial origin, and they differantiste betwsen
genetic and non-genetlo causes of the disease, both of which
8till need research. Although recently much stress is put
on mejor gene causation in schizopnrenla, there 18 2% present
no answer to the guestion as to what is setuelly inher ted.
Tlanansky, ip a review of research on heredity in the
psychoses over the last Torty years, concludse that proesent
knowledze in genetlcs cennot yet offer an explsnation. She

writes:

40 Don I. Jackson, "Introduction®, in Ton D. J=1kson,

(Bd.), The Etiology of Sohizophrenia, New York, Basio Books,
1960, p. 4.

41 YReport of Vorld Health Organiz:tion Stuldy Group
on Schizophrepia - UCeneve, Septeanber 9-14, 19577, in
A aﬁica d. of Psyenlutyy, Vol. 115, No. 10, 4pril 1959,
Po “8 (3
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Undoubtedly, a specific metaboelic error would
fit best into a genetic scheme, butl there is no
convenient enzyme in sight. Inheritance of wvulaner-
ability is mentioned, but sueh formulations only
spotlight our ignorsnce. Keedless to say, a gene-
determined metabolle error would not entirely
explain the pathogenesis.4®

With regerd to the smo¢lo-psycholonical explanation
of etiology of schizophrenla Arieti's definition 1s most
widely quoted. According to him, schizophrenias 8 "(...) @
specific resctlion to a severe stute of anxiety, originsted
in childhood, re-experianced and inoressed im some later
on &8

period of 1if He sees the disorder as a regression

manifested by escupe from reslity, bresk in logleal thinking,
retrest from socclal cosmunicmtion, end effaciive lmpairment.
Bellak, on the other hand, sess schizophrenla as a synirome

of severe ego disturbanoce:

42 Ksrel Planansky, "Heredity im Schizophrenia™,

in Journsl of Hervous snd Mental Disesee, Vol., 122, ¥Fo. 1,
issue of August 1935, p. 121-1423.

43 Silveno Arieti, Interpretution of Sehizorhrenia,
New York, Brunner, 1uB3, p. 318,
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This severe egc impairment may bs the result of
any nusber of somatic or naychogenic stioloric
factors in various comblnations, All the ohenomena
described es pertalninz to schizophrenia csn be
conceptualized 28 s varying impairment of speoifie
ego funotions. (...)

The hypothesis is advoneed that organie dis-
orders and defects 80 often obsasrved in ehildhood
paychosis snd in severe sdult schizophrenias are
also the result of ssvere disturbances of the
nother-child relationship, which serves the unde-
veloped sensorium of the infant =8 a necesssry
polarizing frotor; whzn absent, ths som-tic sub-
stratum is affectsd,.d

As of present nelthsr psychlatry nor peyehology has
sh apnswer us to what sohizophrenia is. The diffsrent for- -
milations or terss do not imply knowledge of stiology or
nature of the disorder, It is only an expression of the
persongl approach of the investigator. The most dlscouraging
thing about deflinitions and thsoreticel oonstructs, some of
them examples of highly imsginative and crestive thinking,

45 points

is not that they are sll wrong but, a8 Stainbroock
out, that they are so insistently proposed as beinz

exclusively right.

44 Leopold Bellek, "Towasrd a Uniried Concept of
Sohizophrenia™, in Jourpel of Nervous and VWentsl Digease,
Vol. 121, No. 1, issue of January 1955, p. 60,

45 Tdwerd Stelnbrook, "Toward & Theoratical Model

of the Determinants of Acute Sohizophrenic Behavior”, in
Psyehiatrio Hesesreh Heports, Ho, 16, 1963, p. 1-7.
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o) Autism.~ When the term was introduced by

Bl&ular*s a8 one of the most important symptome of sehizoph-

renia he Teferred to it in a twofold meaning: autism and
autistio thinking. Autism, sceoording to him, 12 en sative,
intentional turning away from the sxternsal world; it is a
behaviorsl set, Autistie thinking, on the other hand, is a

theought process that disregsrds reniity; it is an intentional
and directed thinking. Autlism presupposes both the behav-
iorel sct of vwithdrawal and Lhe thought process of disregard
of reality. Autistic thinking, as such, must not be followed
by autism. To avold misunderstandings, Bleuler47 later
renamed 1t dereistic thinking.

In sobizophrenia the symptom 1s that of autism, that
is, an active withdrawal from reelity, desociaslization, and
dereistic thinking, Both autism and sutistio thinking can
be normal phencmens and pathologiocsl symptoms. As Bleulsr
expresses 1t:

¥ost normel people have, particularly in their
youth, spun some kind of yarm, bubt they &lways knew
how to distinguish it from reality, even if the
dreamt-up situstion was so vivid that they experi-
snced appropriate affects, This is pormel sutism,
The play of fsntasy in itself may be smutistic or
realistic (,..)48

46 Bleuler, "Autlistic Thinking", in Davlid Rapaport,
(®d.}, Op, Sit., p. 398-437.

47 e » Textbook of Psychlatry, Hew York,
Msemillan, 1924, p. 45-47, mentioned in David Rapsport, (73.),
Op. Git., p. 399, foolnote 1.

48 emmee~—e, "Autistic Thinking™, Dp., Cit., p. 418,
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The pathologleal sysptom of autism is different. It
is8 a8 movlvationally dlreoted withdrawal from a reclity that
angers and irrictetes the person.

decause of the revulsion sgainsd the outside

world and external stimuli, the patient's thoughts
are turped aeway fros ldeus of rTsallty ¢nd at times
even from external iwmpressions, and thne psyche
turns toward the pleasure in certsin idess.49

Autism therefore is concelved of as & zosl-directed
processg und presuproses sotive intentl.nality snd experi-
entisl aaterial.

The active and intentionasl aspeot of autism is also
stressed by others. 1In paychosnalytic theory the concept
of autistio thinking was for a long time untouched due to
?reua'aso misconception of the primary staze of mental
functioning in infancy. He assumed that infants halluolinate
the fulfillment of their nseds, a functiom that presupposes
intentionality, ilmagery and experlential materlsl st a
staze when primery processes only prevail, Autism could
thus sceordingly be assumed at & stuge when no intentionality

is possible. Among psychoanalysts it was Eenionelﬁl who

49 Bleuler, "Autistie Thinkimg", Cp. Cit., p. 415,
50 Sigmund Freud, "Formulstions Hegsrding the Two

Prineiples in ¥ental Functioning™, in Golﬁeatad Papers,
Kew York, Basic Booke, Vol. 4, 1859, p. 14-15.

51 Otto Feanichel, g§§ P%zchoggglztle Theory of
Reurpsis, New Ycrk, Nortonm, 45, p. 83,
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undertook the correotion of Freud'’s miceoncention., He
differentistes belween the sot of grutificetlon wileh is
possible in infeney as for instsoce in food intake, .nd the
jdea of gratification which develops later. At the stage
of primary narcissism the ohild lives lu a state without
stable objects; with satisf~ction, the object-lmage dis-
appears asud no past experience or intentionality is yet
possibla,

recordingly, R&p&porﬁsz formulates sutisa In the
psyobosnalytie coneeptusl lsnzuige as an intentional revival
of the lmeze of past experisnce, which implles s withdrawal
ef 1lividinous cathexes from cbjscts In the ocutslde world
snd intentlonel cathexiz of grotifyling experientlial msteriasl.
It is thus perceived as s diresoted regrecslion from secondary
processes to primary processes.

Arietis5 calls it teleolozle regressiom, that 1s, an
intentional return to earlier levels of aduptation and to
lower levels of cognitive funotlion, as & meuns of removing
excessive anxlety and re-sstablishing some kind of paychic

equlilibriunm,

B2 David Paepaport, "Comrentary®™, in Tavid Funsport,
(Bd.), Organlization and Petihclogy of Thouzht, Tew York,
Columbia University Presas, 1951, p. 401, footnote 7,

5% Bilvano Arieti, Ipterpret.tion of Schlzouhrenia,
New York, Brumuer, 1855, p. 817.
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Qince Bleularﬁﬁ'56

publiashed his monosr-ohe on autiem
and sutistic sthinking nothing new has been mdded. Tn ‘s
two monosreshs he epvered avery »norsidvle aspest of the two
phepomena, ASn supalysis of the conocepts shows that funda-
mentally they ~resuppose lntenti-naiity <pd a complex level
of cognitive funotion.

S, ETarly Infaptile Autism: Apelysis of the
fiyndrome.

a) Descoription of the SByndrnsze.~ Kanner and
Eisenberg,57 who oconducted a twelve year follow-up atudy on
forty-two children diagnosed &s suffering from early infan-
tile autism, present the followins conclusions,

i) Characteristios of the Chiliren.- The primery
synptom is that of complete detaohment from humen relsatlon-
ships. Thls inebllity to relste themselves to people was
evident in these children from the beginning of extrsuterine
life. 1t is pot a withdrawel from formerly existing

reletionships but ruther an extreme aloneness from the start,

As reported by the parents,

55 Bleuler, "Autistic Thinkioe", 2o, Cit., p. 3%8-
437,

56 -~ » "Autistic-Undiseliplined Thinking®,
Sﬂ: ﬂigog :DQ 43&“‘45@.

57 Kenonsr and Elsenberg, "Notes on the Follow-Up
Studies of Autistie Children®, Op, Cit., p. 227-239,
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(...) these children, =«» infsnts, hed fallad to
agsume an anticipatory pesture pefore veing piciked
up, and nsver displayed plastic moldings whioh the
norvmsl child anows when oradled in uis purent's
Arms,

They neither smiled, nor appeczled for help, nor

turned toward asother 8 an auxiliary szecutive of ego-funections

in the exisrnal world. According to Kamner snd Eisenberg:
This amezing lack of swarenaesa of the foelings
of others, who ssem not to be couceivad aa of
perscns like the self, rupns like a red thresd through
our euase histories., “e might clite & Pour-ysar old
boy whoze mother came to us with "1 : account that
on & crowded besoh he would wulk L. (b toword nis
£oal irrespeotive of whether this involved walking
over newspapers, ngnds, fset, or torseos, much to
the discomfort of their owners {(...). It was ag i?f
he did not distinguish pecple from things, or at 50
least 414 net concern himsslf about the distinection,
The suthors a2lso relate that thece children when
pricked by & pin relete themselve: only to the pin snd the
hand holding the pinm, but never te the person that prieks.
%hen the pin is removed the child shows no anzer or sny
cther affsctive expression, The nerson ies unever connected
with the offending objsot,
4 second symptom noted in these children was the
failure to use langusge for purposes of comznunicetion. Sonme

of them were scompletely mute; the others used lansusgze only

58 Kanner «nd Tisenberg, "Rarly Infontile Autism,
1943-1955", in Psychiatric Hesesreh Reports, No. 7, issue of
April 1957, p. 55-88,

59 lbvid., p. 58,
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in a parrot-like repetiticus wey chowlng precocity of
articulsetion anli wn unueuul rote memory, tubt no zbility to
combipe vords lnto oricinel or personal.zed se.tences,

b third symptomn woe that of olLsesslve desire for
the mainteansnce of suneness. The o-ilitsy,, on Ba=ving
secepted = pebtiern, will alv-oyse repest it in the s.me way.

X walk slweys follows the cure pre:cilibed c-uree and repeti-
tious zovivitles like spimnlus, turning on wwd off lichis
snd flushing tollets preoccupy the child for long perlods,
Attenpts to interferc with the pattern produtes bursts of
rage or eplisodes of sacute panio,

A fourth symptom 18 & faselurntion for c:jects whieh
sre handled with skill in fine notor move.ents, The relstiom-
shin to objsets i¢ 8o intense th.t even minmor .lisrutlons,
net perseived by others, mre at once a, pwrent to Lhese
children,

The last cheraocteristic of these chlliren perteins
to their zood cognitive potentialities. In the spe-sking
group 1t could be discerned in the sexirsordinery, if por-
verted, use of languuze and unusual memory. In the mute
children it is concluded from their performance on foram tests.

Thorough pedlsatrie examinntion of thue chilliren falled
to reveal sny physieal abnorpalities. Also I7C findinss
were nob sisnificant. Juantitatively, there is a preponder-

ance of boys over girls im & ratio of four to one,
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ii) Chareoterlstios of the Family.- Ths first
striking charascteristic of the pareunts of thewe children ls
the presence of nigh intelligence. /Among the first hundred
children diwgnosed as suffering from infaptile asutisa,
eighty-seven of the fathers and soventy of ithe mothere hud
been %o college. A lerge number are professionsl people who
have attcipad Jistinction in thelr fields.

In thelr personality the etriking festures are
detachment, obsessiveness, end emoticnal coldness. They
are:

{vo.) humoriess perfectionists, more at home in

the world of cbstractions ihan cmonsg psople, desling
with their fellow men on the bssis of what one might
call a mechanization of humen relationshins; they

themselves had escaped the psychotle proportions of
their of fspringe® aslonenses snd sterile cbsessiveness.

60
Among the two hupndred perents only six were Tound
with ¢linicel peyehlatric 4disorders. Asong srundparants,
uncles and aunts, altogsther 773 persons, only twelve were
afflicted with mentel {llness. OFf 131 siblings, unly ten
could be suspected ag emotionslly disturbed., "Thus, 1If one
lizmits his search for genstle factors to onvert psychetlic and
neurotic episcdes in femily members, the results would ap-ecy

to be neg&tive.“ﬁl

60 Eenner end Risenbserg, “"Notes on the Follow-Up
Studies of ‘utistie Ohildren™, Op, Cit., p. 228-229,

ois 61 --ga—~~-, "Yarly Infentile sutism, 1943-19:57,
QE. .y Po L
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The cuse histories of the ohildren revesl thut tlhey

were resred by their own parents, Thaere wus no evidence of

mistreatusnt, overt rejection or sbendonwent. But, as
Kanuer and risenberg poiot out:

These children were, Iln general, concelved, lens
out af a positive desire, then cut of an acceptance
of ohildbesrinzg a8 purt of the waritsl contrsot.
Physioczl useds were attended to mechanloally and on
schedule, sccording to the ri~ild precepts of nuive
behaviorism applied with & vengeancve., The usual
parsntel atiitude 1e cold und formal; less commonly
it is lsfden with great snziety. The child's worth
ascnad to lie in the extent to which hs conforaed
to predetermined perental expectations: 'perfect!
bahggiar, cleverness, 'self-suffliciency', cmd se
on.

The child's precccupstion with objeots snd rnls self-

iscletion 4id pot atirect for & long period the perents’

attention., Un the eontrary, it wes oconmidered by them as g

8ign of self-sufficieney wnd proper develovpzent., As the
investisators point ocul:

One mizht sceurately st te tnat this wus sn
environment thst rewsrded preoccupstion with sutistic
interests and that provided the barest aminimum of
humen contaet compatible with the nelintensnce of
phyeicsl heaslth, Stimull that might have fostered
attention to or interest in the human environzent
wers slmost entirely sbsent, 68

b) Analywsis of the Syndrose,- Notwlthstsndiing the
faot that the incldence of infantile zutiss is ralatively

62 Kenner end Tisenbar:, "Barly Infsntile ‘utism,
1843-1958", Op. cit., p. 62,

63 Ibiﬂn, PQ &10
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small, the syndrome geined wide attenticn, one might say,
becuuse of two charaoteristlcs. First, becauss of the

term autism attached %0 it in & time when reseerch in autism
and interest im schizophrenia becume very popular in psy-
chistry and psychology. Seoond, beocause of the peculisr
characteristic of a-sceial development observed in the
syndrome; an emotionally loaeded problem in humen soclaety,
Soclety is more apt to accept and understand a-social be-
havior where mentel deficleney is involved or in ocases of
pathologlical regression, But in the csse of infantlle
autism the child, presumably intelligent and of highly
intelligent =stock, does not adapt from the beginning of
extrauterine life to the social expectations of society.
The e¢hild does not show the expected characteristics of the
proosse of humanization and doss not respond to the humsn
in the environment.

That palnly these two characteristies are responsible
for the wide interest in infantile sutlsm one can cconolude
from the faet thatl the symptoms of this syndrome wervre known
before the symptom-cluster of infantile autism wes introduced.
In the ¢sse of the Idiot § vant,64 highly Aeveloped mental

abllitises, rote memory, and repetlive motor phenomena are

84 Barry Nurcombe and Neville Pariker, "The ldiot

Sevent", ln Aserican Journal of Orthopsychiatry, Veol. 33,
Ko. 4, issue of July 1963, p. 737-740.
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observed. In institutions for mentally defeotive, G'Gorman®>

found children with characteristics similar to infantile

autism. In both cases, the lubel of mental deficlency put

the children lanto & category of pathology zlready xnown,

Even the diegnostic label infentile aphaslis, coined by

Gesell andéd imatruaa,ﬁﬁ for casseg with exsotly the same

symptoms &8 in infantile autism wee not accepted snd is

almost unknown in psyochlatri¢ and psychologicel literuturs.
wWith regard to nosology, Kenner aznd Eisenbergé?

state that infantile sutism should be regsrded, at least

for the time being, ae a ayndrome sul generis. But the fact

is that in the case of infantile autisw one Jeals with two

syndromes, and it is still & guestion of whether the two are

generically related. To the one belong the speaking

children whose prognosis is to some sxtent favorsble; to the

other belong the mute ohildren whoss disorder is irreversible,
One of the most difficult problems in psychopathology

is differential dlagnosis. It is a known fact thet the same

Seract” 65 Gerald O'Gormen, "Paychosis as a Jause of Yental
efsc

in Jourpel of Weptal Seclence, Vol. 100, No. 421,
issue of aenasagﬁia§z7"572§%%:53§7-~

66 Arnold Cesell and Caztherine 8. smatruds,

Developmental Disgnosis, New York, !oeber, 1958, (second
edition), p. 2B5-288,

67 EKanner and Flaenberg, "Notes on the Follow-lUp
Studies of sutistic Children”, Op. Cit., p. 229-230.
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etiological agent may produce Alfferent overt symptoms and
hence & Aifferent clinical pioture detending upon the
developmental stage 4m which the pethognomic factor storts
to operate, It ils nlso kpnown that similsrity of symptonms
does not always indicate z common etlology. In the oanse of
infantile sutism proasence of language in the preschool age
serves as s criterion for & favorable prognosis,.

Cannot the same symphtom serve as a oriterion that
diffsrentiates between two syndomres senerically not
realated?

Langunge used in any form presupposes responsiveness
to a soelel stimulus, Tirst-language learning, accoriding
o Brown,aa is a proosses of cognitive soclalization. Language
is leurnad &g a result of soclal imitstion, and the appear-
ance of the first words is a sign of the ability to turn
towarde the sooclal stimulus. In an objsot-world without
persons lenzucge ocamnot gppoar. Language does not appear
as a result of phylogenetic developuent; it is derived and
adopted from the so¢ial environment.

From the point of view of comnitive development

language presuppozes a constarcy of imagery and en ablility

68 Roger W, Brown, “"Lansuage snd Zatewxories™, in
Jerome 3, Bruner gt &l., 4 tudy of Thinking, New York,
Science Bditions, 1962, p. 247.
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to conceptuelize. Coneepts, according to ﬁehilder,ﬁg are
born of intentions directed toward the object, and inten-
tions ayrise from affsctivity.

The langusge used by the speaking children in in-
tuntile sutism 1s not used for the purpose of sccial com-
munication c«nd desigration. Butb essentially, from the point
of view of the process of socialization end cogniitive de-
velopment, vven this langucsge implies soclal imitetion end
some ability to form concepts. One thus wonlers if the
terns «utistic aloneness from the beginning of extrauterine
life, and disturbance of affuctive contact from the beginning
of life are proper when applied to the spesking group in
infantile autism. Thot their lansuesge is not used for socisl
compunication cannot serve &8 & symptom of pathology at a
stage of development when lanjuage ocamnot yet be used for
this purpcvse. Ths other charactsristic, namely, lack of
designation is of importence hers, It implies a defect in
conoretization. According to gonilder's’ O theory of spesch
developmant this phenomenon represonis a break bstwsen the
concept und the sign. The onild merely reprcduces lingulstia

concepts simply as msmories snd does not conceive of them as

69 Paul Sohilder, Medioal Fazehnlag§. Hew York,
Internationzl Universities Press, 1953, p. 124.

70 Ibid., p. 126,
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signs. Whether this phenomenon ¢ar be socounted for as a
result of imagelees thought ls difficult to escertein,

Vhat can be seid is that this ochild lives in a stete
of general awereness but is unsble to become consclious of a

conerete content. He cannot develop what A&h71

calls a
determining tendenoy whiceh ordera snd goel-dlrsets the course
of mental events, nor san he achleve an apperceptive fusion
which correlstes ths stimulus with the spproprizte memory
gchenan, In Cleparede's words:
The imazes whiebh he perceives in the course of
that 1ife, whioh penetrate .nd beoome more or less
fixsted in his organic memory, lodge there like
strange bodles; and if by chence they cerose the
thresheld eof aanaaiomamasag they 4o not evoke the
feeling of 'me-ness'(...).78
is & matter of fasol the langusge of these children
does not present any sign of idlosyneraey as observed in
normal young children, Their lensusge is an exsot repetition
of concept-sounds witacut apperception. According te
ciapareae'svs theory this iype of language represents a

conneotion betwesn oconcepts but not betwsen concepts snd the

7)1 Narciss Aeh, "Determining Tenﬁﬂnoias, ﬂ%ﬁr@neda“
in David Rapeport, (Td.), Org on snd Pat
Thought, New York, olumbia U versity Pross , .ﬁﬁl. p. 185-38,

72 ®. Claparede, "Recognition and 'Me-pness'", in
David Rapaport, (®d.), Op. Cit., p. 71.

73 Ibld., p. 71,
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*me®, This kind of language caunnot even be called ego-
centrlic, bessuse egocentrism presupposss a relation to the

“me"” a8 & osnter, Qlapara&av*

calls it a function of passive
associations or idee-reflexes that 4o not imply recognition
or voluantary recsll.

The phenomenon thus lmplies & defect in conoreti-
ztion a8 found in mphesia., It sseme that the linguistioc
phenomenon in the speaking childrem in infentile autisam
suprorts sgnilder'svs conception that not all cases of
aphasie reprssent a disorder of sbstract thinking; on the
contrary, it implies in many cases an inebility in conoreti--
zztion.

That the term autism can be applied neither %o
pathologlical nor normsl eonditione in such an early stage
of 1life was dlscussed before, FEHecent developments in the
study of ¢hild psychosia, as Raiaarve poeints out, show that the
term childhood schizophrenis should be reserved for cases in

which the pathologzlo process beglns sfter the age of five,

74 clﬁp&NdQ, g@. g&t., Do 71.

75 Sohilder, “"Gtludies Concerning the Psychology and
Sysptomatology of CGeneral Paresis”, in David kapsport (¥d.),
gp. Cit., p. 564-5685,

76 David E. Relser, "Fsychosis of Infancy snd Tarly
Childhood, as Henifeated by Children with Atypical Dsvelop-
ment (Conoluded)", in T aw Englend Journa) of Medicine,
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That cne dces not deal in the case of the speaking group
with mental deficienoy is proven from the fact that those
¢hildren who improved ocould return to school and showed high
paychometric ratings., Thus, the diegnoais of infantile
aphasia for the speaking group, as established by Gesell and
Amatruéa,77 geams the best one oam apply here. As ﬁohilﬂaer
points out aphasia cannot be consldered only a language
disturbance; it is primarily a thought disturbance, And

in meny casas aphasle and, especially, auditory agnosia
brings to soclal withdrawal., The cass of infantile autism
¢an perhaps throw light on the developmental aspeet of the
etiology of sphasia whioh ig 5311l not exaetly known,

With regard to the group of the mute chlldren the
ploture 1s quite differsnt. A ocomparison of the spesking
and mute groups in infentile autism with regurd to nosology
shows thest one spsaks here about two different ocliniocal
pietures, The linguistic symptom in the speazking group
indlontes that, even with all other things being equal, the
pathologlical process in the spsaking group started st least
at the end of the second yesr of life, whereas in the mute
group the pethognomic factor operated from the beginning of

sxtrauterine life.

77 Gesell and JAmatruda, Op. Cit., p. 285-288,

78 Sehilder, "Btudies Concerning the Psycholoszy and
Bymptomatology of Cenersl Paresis? Op. Cit., p. 584.
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The level of intelligence can serve hera as &
sagond differentisl oriterion. EKsuner snd Eisenberz’? assume
thet the mute children in infentile autism are endowed with
high intelligence because of thelr zood achieverent on fom

testes, FHRitvo and ?rmvenca,ao

on the other hand, who tested
the ssme type of children, age two and thrse, do not mention
the term intelligence. They conclude that the very rood
form percention in these ohildren, as revealed in the use of
ths formboard, the c¢olor forms end the geometric forms,
sugzests a strong interest in and nbility to perceive boun-
daries, edges, and forws., The juestion here is: What does
the performunce on the formbosrd and with other form objects
reveal?

The eusy way is to say that intelll-ence {g whst
the test mensuress end thus to assume from the high resulbs
that the chlildren show high intellsctuael endowment. But it
seans that in the cuase of infantile sutism this way of
thinking does not lesd to proper conclusions. The guestion
rether ls twofold. First, to what Aces the mute child respond
when given the test? To the xppesl of the exsninsr -nd to

the form or to the form alone? Second, «-:t 1a the nssning

7¢ Kspner and Elsenberg, "Notes on the Follow-Up
Studiee of Autistlie Ohildren™, Op, Cit., p. 227-239,

80 Semuel Ritve end Fslly Provence, "Form “earception
and Imitution in Some Autistic Children: Diagnostic Findings
and Thelr Contextual Interpretation™, in Fsychoanalytie :tudy
of the Ghild, Vol. E, 1953, p, 155-161. B
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of the child's high acobisvesent on this type of & test? Does
it suggest & high levol of intellrotual endowment?

The first guertion is of importance bacsuse of the
basic sesumption thed $n infontile autiem the child dres not
perceive ¢ nd does not respond to the person at all. If one
asgumes that the child “oves not resrond to the exeminrr
in corpore, doss he then respon? to the vooal eppeal of the
sxsminer? ‘ccording to Euehlnr,ﬁl lengusgs has thrse funo-
tions: an eppesl fumotion, an sxpressivce funotion, and a
connotetive funotion, 't the some time:

Iengueage is & nbol Leeruse of ite relevency to
obJests and relstions; it is a gymptom because of its
dependeroy on the gpeaksr rivin: expresaion to his
inner self; it is & &8l becouse of its appeal to
the listener, whose internal or external behavior
serves as & guide, as do trafric sligns.B82
If one iz to assume that the ¢hild responds to the

linguistic signal snd symbol of the exemiper It will follow
that he is responding to soclal stimull and understends the
stimull elthough he himself does not use them 1n overt voosl

expression, Although sush phenomena are knownin ceses of

adult oatatonla®® it is nighly improbsble that this is the

Bl Eurl Buehler, Sprach Invorie, Jena, Gustav ischer,
1934, mentioned 1n C. Alberto Jeguln, "Langusge and “sycho-

therupy®, in Jgu§gg; of Rarvous Mental Dissame, Vol. 121,
Ro. €, issue of June 1905, p. '®

83 Ibid’" F' 564&
83 Arieti, Op. Gi%., p. B17.
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e:8e In e:7ly infentlle sutien, The findinve rerorted by
Titvo end Provence®® indicate thet th-se children de not
show any miniamsl expression of sceizl imitetion end respon-
slvenesna,

It can thus be correcily esssumed that the child re-
snonds only te the formbozrd ond the msometrice forms, This
can herdly be considered sn expression of high intelleectual
endowment., Reoent experimentez in develeonment of percention
reveal that pereception of form snd depth in =o0lid ohjects
{not two-dimensionel pletures) is primitive, both ontousnet-
ically ard phylogeneticslly. In childrer, discriminestion
of form ond depth at an edge is obsarved =round six months
of aga.aﬁ ¥Uore corroboration cun be foupd frem two other
sources, 4 retent experiment with low grede mentally defi-
clent ehildren revealed that imbeciles have = xood atareo-
gnostie disceriminetion ability; that is, disoriaminstion of
three Zizensional objiscts when sllowed to touoch »md trsee the
edg&s.sﬁ The ssme children show a good memory for once
acoonmplished snd lesrned taske, which explains thely tendeney

to perssverstion,

&4 Ritvo und Provence, %p, Cit., p. 161,

88 Ylaapnor J. Gibson, "Development of Percsption:
Piseriminstion of Depth Compared with Disoriminstion of

Graphic Bymbols™, in ﬁ%nﬂﬁrﬂﬁhﬁ of the Socisty for Research
in Child Development, Vol. £ZB, Ho. £, 1963, p. .

86 N, O'Connor snd Heste krermelin, Spesch and Thouzht
in Severe Subnormality, New York, ¥semillam, 1963, p.103-110,
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In & study of thou~ht Alsorders »nd their velation
to lanzusage impalirment, Luria found that:

(...} A connaction form=4 witheut Aue mavtioin-
ation of & verbal system 1a wholly dependent on the
soneraete conditions in whieh the stirmull are nre-
sented. It has been demonstroted sxperimentally thst
when, in the ¢ase of =bnormes) subjl=:otz, s comnlex
sysbem of connections has been successfully developed,
it {8 an inert stereotype, r=ther then a Aynamie
syestem based on the isolation of an abstract dis-
tinguishing faster =and shanging with s chense in
cortain conditions of the experiment(...).

A sonnestion 4Aaveloped without tha partieination
of speech can for long remain very inert, and canm be
ramodelled only with great lahour snd very gradually.
sometines it is impossible to cancel by words e
'rote lenrned' counection.8

Accordingly, the sssumntion theat the nerfermasnca of
the mute children in infantile autism is » sian of hich
intelligence can be considsered a® en error of statament,
Should they then be considered 28 representing a new cliniocal
pleture of mental deficleney? It is not easy to answer this
gquestion at the presssnt stete of knowledge; Aifferential
4l agnostie measures heve to date no clear bounderies;
hypotonia, low psychophysiolozlicel responsiveness, slow motor
resnoctions and lack of kinesthetic fesadbeok is observed in
csses of ohildhood psychosis, in mongoloids, and in some

mental retardstes. Alse, "(...) nental deficisnoy is not

87 A.R. Luris, "The Role of Language in the Formation
of Temporary Couneotions™, in Briean Simon, (%4.), Peycholozy

in the Seviet Union, Stamford, Culif., stanford University
Press, 1057, pPs 129.
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unitary in Ats pattern of functionsl deficits and botn the
stiology a8 well es ths nature and degree of ceniral nervous-
impairzent are extremely d&varaa”.aﬁ Therefore eny atbtempt
to fKeneraslize ageinat s baokground of ill-understcod condi-
tions would seem premature,

The mute children's behavior on teets can perhaps,

tentatively, be explained with G&lﬁateiu'sag

suggestion that
i% 1% & result of an lonate lmpalirment in abstraction which
leaves the ohild with & very primitive repertoire of
reactions,

¢) Burly Infantile Autism: Hecapitulation.- The
baslc charscteristi¢ im early infantile asutiesm which differ-
entiates 1t from eny other olinieml picture in ehildicod
psycnopathology ls the lack of affecltive awareness of human
beings. In the apeaking group this phepomenon is trensitory;
in the gute group it is irreversible. Kanner and Eiaanbargga
found that the mute cbildren even at the stapye of adolescence

40 not acguire speech, lack the affeotive response to human
beings and still retaln the typiesl signs of inner pre-
pecupatlion, obsessiveness, and perseveration.

88 0'Copnor snd Hermelin, Op, Cit., p. 109,

89 Eurt Gﬁl&atein. "Ahnermal %ental Conﬁitians in
- of K ; ant «86, Vol, 128,

Ko. 6, issue of June 1958, p. T

80 Kanner snd Tlsenberg, "Notes on the Follow-Up
Studies of Autistio Onlldren", Cp, Cit., p. 234.


http://natu.ro
mailto:ap@md.ag

THE AUTISTIC SYNDROME 126

Ageribing the term sutism to these chlildren at such
en eurly stage of development carries the false inference
that the chlld st this stage is coting on the basls of capn-
acities that require the kind of cognition snd motivetion
for which there ieg no svidence at% all in the sarly steges of
life. Phillips,®! in & study done on twenty-thres children,
concludes that the sutistic process cannot develop until the
eaild is o0ld enocugh to have developed the oaproity to deal
with abstractions and expsotations.

Fhenomena of lack of affective contact and impairment
in sooial maturity ave known also in institutionallized ohild-

ren, The studies of Bawlby,ga G@ldrarb,gs

and Provence and
Ritvo®% on peychologic deprivation in infsnoy describe the
listlessness, soclal withdrewal, end unresponsiveness of the
institutionallzed children, but neither of the suthors

applies the term sutism to this condition. Vhether one

91 E. Lakirp Phillips, "Contributions to & Lesrning-
Theory sccount of Ghildheood Autism", in E. “hilip Trepp and

Philip Himelstein, (T%ds.) Reaa%nga on_the Fxseptional Child
Research snd Theory, New §0rk, ppleten-Century-Crofts, 19862,
?. 606,

92 John Bowlby, Maternsl Care anf Mentel Heslth,
Geneva, World idealth Orgenization, 1952, 194 p.

83 William Goldfarb, "Emotional and Intellsctual
Copsegusnces of Tgyohologic Deprivation in Infancy: A revelu-
ation", in Paul ¥, Hoch and Joseph Zubin, (Eds.), Payocho-
Qatgg;g§§gqg Childhood, New York, Cruns and Stratton, 19853,
P. 5- .

94 Selly Provence and Sasuel Ritvo, "Effeets of Te-
privation in Institutlonaslized Intants™, in “sychosnslytic
Study of the Child, Vol. 18, 1981, p. 189-205,
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asoribes autism to an assertion-disconfirmstion conrlict,gs
to hostile impulses that bring to rfixed percepticns of self-
other relstionships wuaintuined by barriers to communiaation,ge
or to the paranold aommuniﬁy,gv fn all c.ses it presupnoses
e period of sociallzetlon and & prior staze of . rel.tively
healthy psychis organization.

In the ¢liniocel pictures numed sarly infantile autism
one doaes not deerl with a psychopetholozical phenomenon that
ean be ealled autism., I% 1s rather e phenomenon of compleste
lmpairment in the process of soclelizetion in the mute
group, and a somewh.t leess severe bloocking in respomsiveness
0 soclal stimull in the spesking group. This besic cher-
uotaristic is acoompanied alse by other symptoms. *hether
one oan imply here & pheaomenon of ego-fragmentrtion 1
not €0 clear. With regurd to ths spesking group, the cher-
acteristios of good memory, verbulizstion, eand highly co-
ordinated wmobor development =s compored to the characteristios
of perseveration, innsr presoccupobion cnd obsessiveness with

samenes?, suggest that one duals here xitih vbehuvior sipressed

95 “hillipse, Qp, Cit., p. &05.
96 Theodore H. Hewcomb, "Autistic Hostility and

Sooial Reality"™, in Alfred E. Kuenzli, (Zd.), The Thenomen-
olozleal Problem, Wew York, Harper aond SBrothers, 1995, Pes07.

§7 Normen Cameron, Tne Psycholosy of Behavior
Disorders, Boston, Houghton w“ifflin, 1947, p. 266-489.
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on different ievels of ego development. Jut with reagard te
the mute group, and especially when one comsiders thut
their sohievement on form tasts 1® not an inadlcutor of uigh
intelligence, no sgo-frugrentation can be implied.

It seens thus proper to conclude that in the case
of what 1la czlled early infantile sutism one dssals really
with two different psychopathological syndromes to which the
term autism cannot be applied. From the point of view of
differential d&legnosis the term early infantile sutiam Is
an error in statement but, perhsps, by naming this syndrome
80, Kannerga attracted sclentirfic sttention teo a peculiar
and unusual psyehopsthological phenomenon in which the
genesis of the process of humanizetion is involved,

The turn, in the last decade, toward the ~tudy of
early ehildhood development wnd the patholople vielssitudes
of the c¢hlild ip & family sebtiing 18 2 result of this effort
to updsrstand the snesis of the process of humanizqtion.
Ine results of the studies confirm thut for the i:fznt to
develop human relationships s closs conlsot wita mother is
needed, but the psyehologiocel process of this contact is not
understood yet. The faot that the infant is utterly depend-

ent upon humsn care for his szfetly and survival cannot

98 Lec Kumn=r, "Farly Infsntile Autism"™, in Journal
of Pidiaggics, Vol. 25, Mo. 3, lssue of Sentomber 1944,
9‘ E‘ i"g ®
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explein the prodsas of humasnization., The first nesd of the

99

infent, according to GQoldfarb, is to be maintuined physi-

olegleally, but physloloslc:l meintensnce does not mean
humsnizetion., The cane of tne savage of fveyronleo and the
mute children in infantile autism are pernaps the best
exémples‘ fur~ly of food, shelter, :nd sefety does not
bring sutomaztliecclly srelel develcriont or = tenleney to
ecquire the psyecholosiecel humen treits nlthough the pre-
Alsposition tow-.rd this i inberent in the infeant. To use
&llﬁcrt'alOI econcentusl lanzusse, satirfoetion of ~hysiolog-
fez) neede in s Molnrdiezl eystom dces nct asrene it
sutonztieally ‘nto a psycholoricsl zyotem,

The nhenomenon »f imprinting In enlmale proves, as

Lsranzlog

su~~eate, thet animelc do not recognize their own
spaclies instinctively. The first object-relution has to be

elicitad from the enimal by n member of -is -pecles ab g

9 Goldford, "fanti~nal -nd Tnt:llcotsul “onc = uances
of Paychologic¢ Deprivation in Infsuney™, Op. Cit., p. 1ll4.

100 Richurd %. Silberstein «nd Helep 1rwin, "Jean-
vepe-tingnirsl Itord nd the T-v e 2f Cverron: U Unoelved
Diagnostic Froblem in Child ’ﬁychiatry , in Journal of the

\mort osn Vorfery of Child ™aveqdi-try, Tol. 1, Fr. 2, irsue
of ipril 1962, p. S1A-B%%,

101 Gordon ®. Allpor%, Pattern and Crow
glity, New York, Hel', Rine® Ty ston, 19

th in Yerson-
9 }?- 1‘30"1010

102 Kenrad 7, lorenz, "Imprintin-®, in fohert C,
Birney and Richerd C. T@evan, (Bds.), Instinct, Wew York,
Yan Nostrend, 1661, p. 52-64,
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given maturationsl stmge of Aevalopaant, After this oritiosl
period elieitation of this resnonse 1& irporsibles, The
saxtent to whioch fallure of lmprinting oh:ngees the nature of
the animal is perhaps best exprersed by lecott, whe ralsed s
sheep in eonditions not allowing imprinting, "{...) her
en tire nature hed been chanved; she wrs 2 very unsheerlike
shaep“.laa
Ia there such s eritical psried in the development
of the infant? ‘lthouah no sclientific evidence of this ecen
be »roduced 2t rregsent, rore nnd rore nevcheloclets conaider
it &8s nossible, Allvort writes:
1t ia coneeiveble that the irfent's mother, »8
waell as other festures of its enviroument, bscomes
imprinted in sue» » wny that the baby esrly comes to
'identify' with the mother, and also comes to regard
ite temilisr enviresament ng ¢ ocfe -nd dssirshle
frame of life. It may also be that 4t certain

'oritical rheses' the ehild hecomes suscoptible to
new forms of imprinting,104

¥ellsnd und Rudnik, in & study of childhood psychosis,

coneludes

108 §.7. Scott, "The Troecers of Soclulizetlon in
Higher efé,x:xirm:l.:-s*’{r mentioned in Sylvia Brody, Tatterns of
¥othering, Vew Yor¥y, Totern.tion:l Urlvereitlies Trocs, 19856,
P .

104 Allport, Op. Cit., p. 92,
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All that cnon be st ted at the present time is that
some aclivity attendent to the gratifiocation of the
infant when he is in a helpless conditicn is noseidbly
releted to the development of the sooisl response in
mon 58 it is In lower primstes. It mrottars little
whether this experience is referred to a8 imprinting
or is attributed to cartain exzerlences whieh oecur
in the human infant at a time when he 1s most help-
lass and dependent. The only essentisl hypothesis is
that some esxperiences sre criticsel in thet they serve
to introducs the infant to his first humen odj-cts
and, perheps, detersnine his subsequent behavior to
them.{...} If the ohild dees not undergo the sppro-
priste experiences at the eritiesl periocd, or if his
oonstitution is so oripnled that hs eannot make ume
of the partiocular experisnces which are assumed o
anrender ohisct rslatednams, we can anticinste that
he mey not become awere of , =nd desl wlith, human
haings,l08

That esrly experience plays an lmportant role in the
mental development of the child is today & known feet, Butb
when an attempt 18 made to oyt this propesiticn into more
speaific tarms meany guestions arise that the answers to them
are not obvicus, It is still uucertaln s¢ to what kind of
sxperiences have sn effect and how intense they must be to
have one, or at what developmental stages the offeota are
maximal for different functione. In other words, shich
parameters of developmental sxperiences are significant teo
developing objeet rel=xtionships sre not known. In meny
pathologiocal osses one finds siblings not affscted by any

pethology. In infentile sutism the so-cslled coldness and

105 I. Hymsn Weliland and Robert Rudnik, "Considerstions
of the Levelopuent end Treatment of :futistic Chil2hood Psycho-
ais;,vin Psyehosnalytic Study of the Child, Vel. 16, 1961,

p. 557.
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detechment of ths narents 414 not affeet other ohildren in
the seme family. Some psranis of thecs ¢h1l4ren 4o not fall
into the oategory of cold, detached, und "sbatrsot-ninded”
people,

The postulate that proper zentsl development is a
result of some amount 5f indulgsnee and frustration nodody
gqaestions today. And slthouzh the ranse of stixulation and
restraint within which the psychic health of the infant ean
be kept safe from patholoricesl devistion 1s 8%il) unknhown,
one can assume that with more affort in the atudies in hab-
ttuationt®® it will be found. But this ies not the point of
conslderstion here. The guestion is whether ezo development
18 automsticelly alse sooial develooment., For ﬂiagetlﬁv the
problem is clear. Develonment of intelligence ia, for him,
2 ¢gradusl nrocess of soclialization., Plaget is not eoncerned
with the development of the ego; by spesking of infant ego-
centriolty he even asssumes the existence of 2 differentisted
8go at such an early stase. His is o theorvy of genstic and

sxperimental eplstemolomy snd the subject vaitter ia the

108 Yazner H. Bridmsr, "Rensory Hubltustion and
Discrimination ln the lusan Keovete™, ln ~mericsn deutnal of
Pgyehiatry, Vol. 117, Ho, 11, issue of Msy 1981, p. ¢991-996,

107 Jeen "leget, "Pripcipal Pactors Detormining
Iovellectual “volution from (auildaocod to adult Life", in
Bdward Douglss Adrien, s% al., (Tds.), Feotors Determining
Humag ignaviar, sosbon, Hervard University rPress, 1257,
F-P- L]
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develornent of the locic of relrtionships through whieh the
ezt ig sudbordinsted to soxwe ~bjuotive systzm of refeor-.-e.

%n the ~henomenslosical la2vel of ex-~lsnstion devslop-
ment is 8 process through which the overt chenses into the
innsr, sengations into engrcs, and external avante into
funetionel ooneepts, It 1ic & orocese throuch whicn 2 kind
of cooperation iz esteblished between the orgarnism and the
environment, hetween the subjaet and the object, medizted
by thought processss.

Only the dynamically snd socielly oriented theorias
atrees the relationships bstween mother snd infant sa an
important factor in wental development. Eurt Lawinlos
spaeks about a soclal bond between mother and inf-nt a2m s
necessary condition; the turn towesrd the <-cisl =nvironment
in the infent is & result of social conditioning Shroucsh the
mother. Frikson, although of the same opinion, 12 more

slabarate:

108 Kurt Lewin, 4 Dynamie Theory of Parsonality, New
York, EeGr:w-illll, 1%o0, p. 74.
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Tae infaut's first soel-l achiev ~ent, then, is
his willingness te let the mother out of sight
withoul undue _prlebty vr ro o, Tecuuse 8ra hos be-
come . n lnner certulnty ses Lell as an outer prodtot-
sbility. vacn copadsbione,, countinuity, and seneness
of experience provide a rudimentary seuse ol 8.0
identity which dependn, T shins, on the racomnition
that bthere ig wup luonper popwlmtion of vens tered -pd
enticlp ted gens.tlong and lmuegos whieh are firmly
correlatsd with the ocuter population cof farilisr
ond predictable thinre =nd neo~le,l09

¥hat is it then in tne nuture of this infant-mothex
contaot thuat briczs obout in the inf-nt the turm towsrd the

110

gocinl stimull® Luilivan's concepte ef tendsrness apd

enpathy are too mysterious, a8 he himeelf eresks sbout then,
to be understcod, 1t ssecme thet ”arner'elll thecory zllows

an unicr~t-uding of the '~neri1s of the preocesg -f humenizstion
in tne inf:nt. Jrecordine to him ewrvepese ~7 the ~uter, of
objcots, of thinrs corstitutin~ the d4izly rercsived environ-
zent in infeney, depends on the movenent of these oblecis,

It iz the taipgs-of-setion that bresk the stetio, undiffer-
entisted pletures of cuter world., A 4ymamio epsrshension of

thires in infeney cowes orly =8 a result of m-vement, the

moveanent of the onjfeot :nd the novevent of the infant. The

109 Erik H. Prikson, Childhood znd Seciety, New York,
Nortoun, 189, p. 21%.

110 Larry Ltaek dullivaen, The Iuntcr.srsonsl Theory of
Peychiatry, New Zork, Norton, 1823, xviii-293 ».

111 Heinz Verner, Soupmr.bive “sycholo v of fental
Development, hew Tors, lobesw . tionul Un.aviisiiies . ress, 1948,
[{revised edition), xii-584 Do
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infant's reactions are ut first directed primsrily tow:rd the
dynamie properties of objeots, It 1z the movement of s
thinz-of-aoction that gives rise to motor-affective reactivity.
In ths world of the infunt mother is ths only con-
atant thing-of-actlon., It is through her movemenis, annear-
snece and disappesresnce that she establishes a dynsmie con-
stancy in the envirenment through which other objsete are
differentiated lzter. One might say thst upon the
orderliness of the mother's movemeats the orderliness of
the infant's mctor-affsctive perception snd reactivity de-
pends., With birth the infant's relstion to the external
world is synaesthetic on the sensory-physiolegical level and
gyneretic on the perceptusl-cognitive level of relations,
This state of consclousness is, according to ?«eruer,.lli‘3 8
mere state of feeling, & toital sensation in which there is
no diftereatistion betwsen subjsot snd obleet. The infant
moves only zecerding to the undifferenticted biologioaal
feeling of & need., It is the movement in the external werld
which establishes the [irst subject-objeot relstion, the
firgt motor-affective resotivity toward or zvway from the
outer thing-of-action. Whether this first primitive rel-tion
is & kind of imprinting which relesses certein inner

potentialse, or is an set of conditioning is difrioult teo

112 Werner, Lp. Git., p. 65.
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discern. The objJjectiona to experimentsl studles with
children are obvious, But the main point 48 that in a
atatic, unmoving environment the cognitive functions and
objsot-relations ¢annot davslop.

It is this first experience of the outer world throuab
the movement of mother that starts the process of departure
from the biological source and is the genesis of the process
of humanizetion. In the realm of intelligence it is the
point eof departure frow physioclogical adeptation towzrd the
develo-ment of leglc of reletionships; in the reeslm of
soolalizetlon it is a sturt of the sense of trust in the
wother &8 e representative of the external world, end in the
reelm of cognitive development it 1s the first delsy in
synaesthetic physiologiesal reaction and appeurance of atten-
tion, intention, and salective response, The three processes
are Interwoven and not glven fo diffsrentiation; thsy con-
stitute the three bssiec processes of ego development, and
the core of ego sutonomy. In the normal developament the
concept of egoe autopomy does not msan disregerd of the
external reality; it is rether the consclous understanding
of thse dual mesninsg of the external world =3 =zcting upon the
ego and at the same time beinz apn objset for the ego's
sction, On the functionsl lavel, ego sutonomy meuns selact-
ive receptivity from and consciocus, selective aeting upon

the external world. 5Both ths development of ezo functions
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and the structuring of constant objsots sre closely inter-
related snd represent & process of moving wway from the
biclosiesl source, Both ars cleo de;eadent uson ths pres-
ence of the human thing-of-action through a eritical period
of their development. JEgo development enhances in it
soclal devalopment,

The mute child in infantile sutism is perhaps the
best exsmple of the undeveloped ego. In Rapaport'slld
eonceptual langusge it is an impairment in the mobility of
cathexls which blocked eny possibllity of motor-affsective
rzaction to movevnent end 41d not allow to develop an exper-
lentlal mstrix for expectotion and intentien. It is thus
ecnoceivable that the child, althoush meturin.: biologlcally,
is in the mree of cognltive Asvelopmant etill at a level of
nhysiole-ienl adaptution. The ¢hild's motor sterotypy,
perseverction and obsessive dosire for sameness are repre-
sentative of this inability in mobillty of cathexls., The
resulting insbility for socisl rel-tions ig really a si:mn
of this impeirment to feedback to mny movssernt with a motor-

affective resction. Whsther thils conditior is & result of

113 Devid Rapaport, "Towerd a Theory of Thinking",
in David Repaport, (¥d.), Orgenizeation and ?athg%ogx of
Thougnt, Few York, Columble University Fress, 191, p. 693,
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unusual senaitivity114

iz the weunory ,woilitics whicl ren-
derse the child unprotuot:d fros sxterrcl ctlouli anl does not
allow hin, fTrom the stzrt of autrsuter ne 1ife, suy rotor-
eftsetive rogotion to movensnt, or whether 1t is a vesult of
carebral dysfunction is still unknown., /! recent sbudylla on
ERG abnormalitiese in sutistloc end sehizophrenic ohlildren re-
vesled in the autietic ¢hildren en incldencs of "% abnormali-
ties of 58.8 per cent. It is possible thet with the devslop-
ment of more refined teghniques for deteotion of carebral
dysfunction Iin neonutes many a motner «All bhe rellevald from
the pightzsre that it wes her unconscious rejecting sbtitude
whioh brought wbout the pathoclogy of ithe ohild,

in consluslion, it fos anoun thalt the syndrose early
infantl le sutisa repragontis in fael two dlffarent ocliniasl
plotures to bota of which the concept of .utisn cuunot De
applied. .ita regerd Lo the spesking _roup in Infuntile
autism the lsbel of ipfentlile aph-zias as suv, ested by Gessll

and Amatru&alla BBOmS ROTE Proper.

114 Tsul Bergmen snd .ylille "co lonw, "lpus.all

sensitivities in Young Chlldren™, in “sycnoupalytie Jtudy of
tha Child, Vol. J-4, 1948, p. 2S53-35E8,

115 =hilip T. White, et al,, "FFC sbnormslities 1n
Barly Childaood Jehizophrenis: * Double-Blind : tudy of
Pgychisirically Tisturbed and Mormsl Children Turing
Tromazins Cedutlon™, in Amsric. ¢ g%
Vol. 128G, No. 10, lesue of ‘pr 84, n, 950-9D08,

116 Cesell end ‘matruds, {p. Sit., p. 285-288,
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The mute sroup reprssents a comnletely Iilfserant
eliploal pletuve. It Is an impalrment in the robllity of
oathexis, that lg, &n inebllity for ¢ motor-aff: ctive
reaction to covement, a prerequlsite for cognitive develop-
ent, Those chiliren renrezont 1 nathology that 413 not
w1low tas imprinting or the conditloning berle to the
senesie of the process of humesnization. They are fixate4
at a levesl of physicloriccl, pre-intention.l cAaptation,
nne cannct spesi of cutism or sutistic thipkins 21 such e

laevel of functiscnling.
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CHAPTER IV
THE GENESLIS OF AUTISM

In chapters two and three sn attempt was made to
clarify two basic points, nazely, that the term autism cannot
be used to desoribve copnltive functloning in the preschool
¢hild, nor caun it be used to deseribs Kanner'st psycho-~
pathologicsl syndreome, Although znalogies ure sometimes
helpful in that they point out a zeneral direetion for com-
parison they carry with them the danger of overlooking the
essentizl difference. They are rather very wide generalliz-
ations whioh,in many cases, instead of olarifying confuse the
issue, If the thinking of the primitive man in eomporison
to the civilized men is to be counsidersd as of diffuce,
conerete and syncretic charsoter, what w.uld then be the
thinking of the c¢hild in primitive tribes? Or if the think-
ing of primitive men ls to be considered sutistlc as found
in many cases of sohizophrenia in civilized people, what

then will one call the thinking of & primitive schizophrenic?

1 Leo Kunner, "Barly Infantile sutism®, in Journal

of Pediatries, Vol. 25, ¥o, 3, issue of Ueptember 1044,
p Y Bll-a .
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According to Warn&r,2 the reascning of primitives

80 far as it partiocipates end is embedded im the activity of
everyday life exhibits no difference from that of the man

of western culture; it is pragmetie, concrete, and individual.
The main difference betwoen the two iz manifest only in the
resln of theoratical reflection. While the typiczl western
reflection is universal in nature und abstraot, the thought
of the primitive man "(...} 1% pioned down to the reality of
the thinz-like world".s One can hardly call it sutism.

The same is ulse true when one considers the differ-
ent kinds of thinking found in western culture, whether
ontogentically viewed or in differentiation between normal
and abnormal. The point becomes more clear when ons compares
descriptions of behavior im normal c¢hildren apd in children
of the same azge labsled as nochizophrenics,

Aeeording to ?ernﬁr,é the normal ¢hild's world is a
world of setion =and s world of neurness st hand., The struc-
ture of reaslity involves a relative laeck of differentiation
between perception and imagsry. The child does not differ-

entiate between the dream and waking reality, and conszciousness

2 Heinz Yerner, Comparstive ’sycholo of Mental
Development , New York, International Universigie$ Press, 19%7,
revised edition, xii-564 p.

3 Ibid., p. 299,

4 Ibid., xii-564 p.
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or fletion, of the -veifleielly produced, is elien %o his
mentality. There is no fundarentul cifference between the
reality of play snd that of sveryday iife. 1t is to this
kind of behavior inm esrly childhood thst the label of autis-
tie thioking snd sutism is usually spplied in psychologiecsl
1iterature.

The ebove label is slso applied to schizophrenio
children who show the following ocharucteristics:

They do net know who they are, what sex they are,
what relationsnip they have to their parents or to
people in their iamcedlate enviroument, They 4o not
ifg§ :ggagtggg gggg%g are. They are preocoupied

Thase chlldren heve difticulties in ldentificutions
and relationships; they cannot relate to others, nor can they
relate experiences to thamselver., In essence, all the above
charasteristics refer primarily to the ckild’s imabllily
to relate to people, particulerly te the pereats.

In both descriptione the bezele leasturity or ine
abllity is that of lesok of differentistion, out of & differ-
ent neture. While the normal ohild is reality-orisnted,
for the schizophrenic ohild reality is burdensome «ad. warped.

Can the term sutism be applled to both of them?

b Alfred M. Freeman, "Muturztion and Its Relation to
the Dynamices of Childhood Sehizophrenis’™, in "Chilihood
Sohizophrenia: Round Table 1953", in imerican Journsl of
Orthopayobintry, Vol. 24, No. 3, itssue of July 1954, p. 489-
490,
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The confusion steme primarily from the misuse of the
term autism, The term, as seen from the discussion im the
foregoing chapters, denotes primarily an intentional turn
towards en inner world where strivings and wishfulfilaent
sre easily achieved, 1In early infantile autism the so-
called autistic aloneness is manifest from the beginning of
extrauterine life; this in itself is contradioctory to what
is mean by sutism,

With regard to childhood schizophrenis, the point
is perhaps best clarified by Ekatein.s The basic character-
istic of this olinical entlty, secording %o him, is the
indulgence in fantasy life, He points out that in therapy
the sohizophrenic ehild has to be helped to galn insicht
into his fantasy; ithe child hes to understand thet fantasy
csnnet control the present nelther the future, EBkstein's
discusslon of a case of a nine year old boy brings about
perhaps one of the basie problems of shildhood schizophrenis,
namely, can this cliniocal entity sppear in easrly childhood
when fantasy is not possible yet?

The same aspect iz also evident with regsard to the
application of the term autism to normal thinking in young

6 Rudolf Ekstein, "The Bpace Child's Tine Machine:
On Reconstruotion™, in the "Psychotherapeutic Trsetment of &
Schizophrenoid Child", in "Childhood Schizophrenis: Round
Table 18563", Op, Cit., p. 49&-506,
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ochildren. The source of the misunderstanding can be found

in Plaget's theory of cognitive development. He distinguishes
three developmeabdal staces of cognitive relestions to reality:
autism, realism, and objectivity. Realism end objectivity

are of no concern here, but the firat stage, sutism, is des-
eribed by him as follows:

The first is that which precedes any c¢lear

cons ¢l ousness of the sslf, and muy be arbiltrarily
set down as lasting till the age of two or three,
thav is, till fhe a,oearunce of the first *why',
whioch symbolizes in a way the first awarensss of re-
gsistauce in the externsl world., .s T:ir as we can
conjecture, two phenomena charscterize the first
stuge. From the point of view of lonic, 1t 1a nure
%%Elg% or thought akin to dreams or daydrsams, thought
which trutn is confused with desire, To every
desire corresponds immedistely an image or illusion
which transforms this Jesire lnto raality, thanks
to a sort of pseudo-hallueination or play.

He uses the term autism in a twofold way: a8 a
synenym of & certain kind of thinking, whickh does not differ-
entiate between reality spd deslre bescsuse of a primitive
yet stage of devslopment of logle of reletionsanips, At the
some Wime he also applies the term aubism %o non-communicable
and undirected thought.a In other words, he applied the
term In both cases to a primitive level of reslity relation-

ships; while the first carries s cogritive implication, the

7 Jean Plaset, The Uhild's Conception of “hysical

e

Causality, London, Kesan, 1930, p, 202-203,

B mmmme——— y The Lancuaze and Thousht of & Child, New
York, Meridian Books, 1955, p. 65-66.
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other refers to the process of asoctlalizotion. He doas not
imply that the child is lantentlionally withdrswn from the
esternal world,

Lack of communiczbility at thlis stage can be under-
stood as a result of lingulstic immeturity where facility
wl th sentences has not yet been acquired; this behavior does
not imply intentional avoidence of communlicsation, Piagatg
himself states that a child from the moment he acquires
speech and untlil age seven-elght cannot keep a single thought
to himself., It is sleo en indication that communication
proper with the other can be establishied only with the
development of a mental representation of the self, The
child cemnot keep a thouzht to himself because there is not
yet a self, that is, 8 center around which sxperiences
scoumulate and receive thelr purticular meaningfulness,

The c¢hild, one might say in explanation of his lac¢k of verbal
continence, thinks saloud. Without sn inner world he cannot
wl thdraw, neither in speech nor in behavior; wishfulfilment
can be found only in the sxternsl world.

The undirectedness of his thought can mesn here only
that it is socially undirsotesd, but in a very particulsr
mesning. It certalnly is not reality or object undirected.
The undirectedness of ihe ohild's thought dces not stand

9 Plaget, The Lsnpusce snd Thought of the Child,
Op. Cit., p. L.
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here as opposed to reallty-orientation, nor does it imply
withdrawal toward an lnner world. It rather implies &
stage of development in which polarity between self and the
other is not establlisbed yet. The child at this stuze is
gn a-sociasl being, ln the meaning that the world around is
an extension of & rether global and undifferaentiated "I"
without =bility yet of reference to a particular "ae".
Soclalizution, &s Schildert© poiuts out, like
reality~directedness is not sn acquisition of thinking but a
basic implicution of it, The Lody imsge as well s the
object ars built up by continucus interchange with other
human beings; they wre coclslized. Soclulization is
thus the fundanental form of human sxperience, From the
first perception of mother wntil the initiation into the
peer sroup &8 an indiviiual, arcund -ze seven-sight, the
child's thirnking is olways directed towsrd an sxternsl
ﬁudience.ll The child csanot at this stige wlthdriw autist-
ically becsuse it would, theoretically, mesn vwithdrawsl

toward nothingness, The regression observed in psychopathology

10 Paul Sehilder, Mind: Perception and Thought in
Thelr Comstructive #specis, New York, Columbia University

Press, 194L, X11-402 p.

1l Pisget, The Lsnsusge snd Thought of the Child,
Op. Cit., p. 61,
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of early childbeod is rathsr, os ch;bylz pointe cut, s
regresgion to prisitive fupctioning.

Anotlhisr point which aust be borne ip micg is that
taloking is essentislly & actlvity., seesrilps to Sebilder,
it is am "*(...) object-directed act checked by acts dirseted
towerds other Qbékﬂﬂ&“;lﬁ Or, secoruing So Eruner,14 it 1=
o eet of goluw boyond the iuforwustion given, that is,
extsusion of svidsute woourilig io past eaperlience snd =z
loglc of vel.tliomsiips. In every et of bthinking twe uspeois
are reflucited: the affsclive reflectad in the intenticen,
ennd ths cognitive ruflscelbed in the obtjsct., Levelopmentelly
viewed , thinking propsr caunct, asccording ito B&rtlatt,ls
function before the ornset of percsptusl antioipaticn, or
oefore verbul self-regulstion of behavior beazine, as

O'Connor and ﬁ&rm@liniﬁ malintain.

13 Paul Sohildex, “ﬂn the B&velapmnnt a? Tnaughta”
in David Raepmport, (wd.), zrzapizat
Thousght, New York, ﬁmlnmbia Un vmrmity

“reas; ;”;‘p. 509.

14 Jerome 3, HBruner, "Golpg Beyond the Inforastion
Givea”, ln Joroms L. Bruasr, gt al., Sonbesporary Approsches
to ition, Oammbridge, Mass,, Haurvard Unlversity Press,
lg‘D’], Qo 41"5?‘

1% Fredarie Bartlett,
Spcisl Study, New York, Easia

16 B, O'Conner spd Bests Hermelin, Soesch and Thought
io Severs zumorszelity, Few York, yoonillan, S, ¥i=-122 p.
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Percaptusl aptleipation which gives rise to the
dirsctionelity of thinking is bused on tw ingredients:
feeling and form which are not losloal complements. While
feeling is spontanecus and indiffesrent to form, the latter
connotes regulation, formuslity and repression of teeling.lv
It i2 bescsuse of this fundezentsl aspect that thimking proper
has to be subordinuted to some objeciive cysism of refer-
ence, & logic of relationshipe, which coordinates form and
foeling. Developmentally viewed thus, thinking is a pro-
cegs of structuring snd channeling of feeling mad of broed-
sning the experiential matrix of forms throush conceptual-
ization. Considering thus differant kinds of what onne
might call in z very gensral wey 1lloricesl thinking, it
must be assumed thst some menifestutions of this improper
thinking will be due to the sotlion of feeling; others, on
the other hand, will be ‘ue to g developmentally restricted
smount of knowled- e,

This d4ifferentiation is of basle ifmportance when
one abtempts bo discuss the . uestion of bthe wvwnesls of
autism., Cognitively considered, the child till the ave of
five~-aix relutes to reality on the basis of two prisary

congeptunl formations, The concept-busis whieh presuproses

17 Susan K, Lunger, Feelinz und Form: 4 Theory of
ixrt, MNew York, Soribner's, 1883, p. 17.
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permanence of the object, and the concept-cign which is an
expressive velidation of this schieved permanence, At this
stage the conocept-sign caum be veridicsl or non-veridical,
but its non-veridicality does not imply a personsl meaning.
The child lesrns langusge through hearing, snd the non-
verldicel lingulstic expression, the concept-sign, is
rather a result of reecognizing the speech-melody without
grasping the meaning. 7To azsume along with Sullivanl® that
izwe diately with first voecal expressions the child attaches
to it a personal meaning would meen to disregard completely
evidence from developmental peychelogy.

Only with the end of the toddler stage and, cogni-
tively considersd, with the end of the stage of inductive
thinking, the child, through identification and imitation,
achieves concept-meaning. Perhaps it ies importsnt to note
bere that the consept-meaning achieved by the e¢hild at this
stege 18 not always the objective-scientific meaning.
Ruther it is the meaning prevalent in his narrow social
environment. Wwith the achieversnt of the concept-meaning
the concept-sign becomes veridical or might be changed

completely according to the meaning., It is at this stage

18 Herry 3tack Sullivan, The Interpersonal Theory of
Pgychiatry, New York, Nortom, 1953, p. 162.
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that one can apeak aboubt feeling interfering with thinking
in the proper meaning of sutism as “"affects at work".l9

With the development of ooncept-meaning, the sooiul
reality becowe s distinot ipn the child’s psycunie organizetion
and the first conception of individuslity appesrs. Together
with the above another reallty vecomes apparent to the
child, namely, that objesctive knowledze of and prmotical
orientation in reality do not unecessurlly ecoincide, He
perceives that not overy objective thought, vocally ex-
pressed by him, is approved by the environment. Ths first
reslizetion ocours to him that o degree of avoidance of
outer reality, or of denial, can often be hernless and in
certein situutions useful, This is the ehild's Tirst
initistion into an inner snd uncommunicative world; s world
in which one can retain his personsl meanings without =m
conflict with the environment. It 1s .lso the ochild's first
gresp of relativity of things; it occurs to him that the
concept-meaning not alweys pebs 1ts meaning from objective
attributes of the objleect, but in meny lustances from a
subjective but soclally shared authoriturian insistence.

In thinking as & process, at this point of develop-

ment, one might spsak about & doudble delayl oOne, to ocheck

19 Eugen Bleuler, "Autistie Thinking™, in Lavid
Rapaport, (Ed.), Op. Cit., p. 390-437,



THE GENESIS OF aUTISM 151

the problem with the objective 4ata in past experience; two,
to cheok the results of the first process with the probability
of thelr acoeptance ln the imrediate environment accordinz to
the child's uncommunicable subjnctive sxperience. Along with
the awarensss of the self oomes thus slso the fesling that
what is adaptive in one raspect may interfere with adaptation
in snother. Thls lay=r of subjective exporience - part of
which might be seientificelly objective but cannot be ex-
precsed in the e¢hild's particular enviroument, and part of
vhieh is subjeotive in the meaning thet it is based on
instiuetual drives which cannot find = socislly accepted form
of behevior - becomes the busis of the child's sutistie
withdrewal. It forms the asprerceptive maess thet 1s uncommun-
losble or which cannot be expreessed undisguiszed,

Ag mentioped in chapter two, autizm is fundearzentally
& kind of thinking end =g such it 12 a relstlion., Whether as
& relstion to the outside world ss8 in normel thinking, or
as & relation to the inner world as in sutism - thinking is
not possible before the development of comeept-meaning.
Autism, in Blauler'szo meaning as a directed, wishful think-
ing accompenied by a withdrawsl from the externsl world, is
not possible before the development of the concept "me™, that

ig, the first cwareness of self as an entity epart from the

20 Bleuler, Op. Cit., p. 399-437.
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sarreoundins world. The feeling of "me-nese", according to
Clapareﬁe,Zl is the tie thut binds the memory-imsge to our
"me", and which allows slso voluntary, selective recall.

If ons considers the above with resurd to the sse
of onset of aschizophrepia, the old psychiatric ruggsstion
th:t sehizophrenla seta on not before the - -e of adolescenge
doaes not seenm so far-fetched., It should not be forgotten
thet in normsl life the ste e of davelopment mostly prone
to autiem is udolesceence, Cheructeristic to this stere is
a twofold detsocament from reality. One, &8 Frikson points
out, is a turn to the past to "(...) refight many of the
battles of earlier yaars"gg in seszrch for a new ssnse of
continuity and sameness, The Nther s the nown psycholog-
ical faot of the adolescent's identiflcation ~1ith persons
and heroes not in his immediste environmont., In this double
detachment from reality, the reluative dlssolution of the
self-experience, and role iffusion, hocome - 1f re-evoked
etiolo - leal factors enter the secene - ¢ bacis for schizophr-
enla. AaAccordingly, it seers more nroper to speak sbout
schizophrenia ss an impairment in iLhe internal stability of

the =elf rather then « fregmertrtion of tre ero, The

21 E. Claparede, "Hecognition and 'Me-ness'™, in
pavid Repoport, (Bd.), Qp. Cit., p. 73,

22 ¥rik H, Urikson, Childbood snd vociety, Wew York,
Norton, 19350, p. =2£8.
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implication for childhood :chizophrenia would thus be that
it coopot upperr before the age of seven-eight yesrs, that
is, before the first cwareness of self exerges In comscicus-

ness and reodoers wutisu possible,



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This study represents an attempt to investigate
through & oritical inguiry of paychological sources the
problem of the genesis of asutism, More specifically, this
investigution was desiasned to give an enswer to two guestions:

i) the pleusibility of esutism in esrly mental
life; and

ji) the applicability of the term sutism to the
paychopathologlenl syndrome early infantile

autism,

The second alm of this study was to offer a theoret-
ical explanation with regard to the genesis of sutism, namely,
when exsctly in the course of child development the term
sutism is appliceble whether to describe a phenomenon in
normal thinking, or as & symptom of = psychopathological
withdrawel from reality.

The results of the study confirm, if one may speak
of confirmation iw a theoretical investigation, that the
term autism cannot be used to describe phenomena, doth normel
and pathological, in the child's mental life before the
emergence of the awareuess of self ss an entity apart from
the surrounding world. The misuse of the concept of autism
stems from several fallacies in psychological literature,

The first, and the most important particulsrly to
developmental psychologiasts, is the loose use of the term

ochild or ehildbood in literature., What is wmostly overlcooked
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is that childhood is = collective torm snd, when used with-
out specifloztion of age or stuge of development, refers
rather in a vazgue way t¢ ontogsneticslly lower levels of
behavior but dces not desi -nste its speciflc eharacteristioc.

The second mlsunderstanding stems from a lack of
proper differentistion between the emerzence of symptonms
of s elinicael entity «nd the stiological factors that in
due course bring sbout these symptoms. Whnat is often over-
looked particularly in child psychopathology is that etlol-
oglcal factors gain thelr sisnificance in the 1lisht of leter
manifest pathology. In themselves early sensitivities, in-
tolerance of frustration, and overwhelmlng esnxieties only
deslgonmte from the point of view of prevention that s=ome
deviation in development will cecur. They cannot predict
exactly what c¢liniesl entities will appear, neither can they
be considered in early childhood as precursors of a& speeific
elinical entity.

The third misconception is found in the very vague
uge of the concept of ego. This point is of particular
importcnce due to the fact thet an overwhelming part of
litersture about child develovment and ehild nathology is at
present written In the eonceptusl lan-ua-e of eso psychology.

Due to the above cne finds in psychole~ical literes-
ture many misuses of oconcepts through anslogous comparisons

or extrapolation. With regard to autism two besic points
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were stressed in this study. Althouzh autism coonotes
affective thinking, this churacteristio in itself cannot
explain sutism, Autismx in its basic meaning represents a
withdruwal from the external world accompanied by a prepon-
derspnce of inner life, Viewed in thie light one cannot
possibly spesk about autism in early childhood before the
emergence of en inner world.

The second point, alresdy implicit in the first, ls
that one caanot apply the term sutism also to clinleal
entities in early ohildhood whether as & symptom or a
syndrcae., With regard to early infantile autism a hypothe-
818 wuas extended that one dsals here with two differsnt
syndromes of a different etiology or psrhaps of a differaent
staye of onset,

In conclusjon this study brought about an explsnation
of the genesis of zsutlem as possible only with the emergence
of the self in consciousness.

The investigution snd its findings suggest = wide
array of possibilities for further resesroh. Perhans one
can be in the dlrection of elabeorating on the so-called
mezic thinking and omnipotence of thought in early c¢hildhood,
The interesting point here is the glicrogenetic differentistion
between non-veridical but reaglity-oriented thourht and the

first emergence of sutistic omnipotence in thouczht,
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Another resaearch lmportant in this area is in the
tileld of uaublistic lanpuage end its first aspearance. As a
study in concept-meaning-formation it will be of scientific
importance to find when exactly does the c¢hild in the course
of development attach personeal mesning to the concent and
thus brings to a chanzge of the concspt-zizn.

In the fleld of child psychopathology it is of
importance to find cut the axact difference betwsen the
phenomenon of ego-fragmentation and its particulsr meaning
for later pathology end the phenomenon of the gplit between
the ego and self which is basic for the onset of
schizophrenia.
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from the polant of view of zenetics, biecchemistry, physioclogy,
psychology, end family dynamles.
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Esnper, Leo, "Autlstle Disturbances of 4ffcotive
Contaot™, in T¥% Hervous Ciild, Vol. ., 1942-43, p. 217-850.

The writer's Tirst sriicle on enrly infantile sutiem
in whioh he pressuts eleven Cese historles, The basle
charsoterlstic of the disorder stressed by the writer is sn

inability to relste to people and sltuations from begloning
of iife.

mmmmmmen s TBarly Infantile Autism™, in g%gggglmgg
gegiatr;ea, Vol. BB, Be. 8, issue of Heptesber 1944, p. 21l

The writer desoribes a group of chiliren who ware
unable from the begluning of lifs 1o ralate to people. These
ohildren fulled to ussume at eny tiane the ususl antiecipatory
posturs preparatory %o belng ploked up. The bshavior of
these children is soverned by anp obsesaive desira for

malntenance of samsnoess, The wrlter also reporta obsessive-
pess in the behsvior or the parents,

Kapoey, Lev and Leon Bisenberg, "Notes on the
Pollow-Up Studieg of sutistio Children®™, in ™spul H, Hoch

apd Joseph Zubin, (¥ds.), ?ﬁgagggata%%ogg cf Cipildaved, Hew
Tork, Gruns snd Stratton, 1855, p. £87-230,

The writers sresent resulte of s follow.up ziudy on
forty-two gutistie ehildren. The results indloste different
progsoses for eutiastie ohildren who spesk und for those
which sre mute, Thus presence or absence of langusage
funetion in presoliool &ge becomes a eriterion of the severity
of the autistic process.

cmmemmem s $Barly Infontile futism, 1943-1955%, in

Pesyebietric Research Heports, Ko. 7, Aprll 1857, p. D6-64.

e writers bring sn evaluetion of twelve yesars of
sxpoerience in the study of early infantlie sutism and discuss
alsc the contributions of other investisuters. They conosive

of the disorder a: a climical sypdrome of psychobiologlesl
nsture and analyse its relstion to childhood schigzephrenia,

Klein, George 3., "lognitive Control und Hotdiwution”,

in Gardser Lindzey, (Bd.), ggg%aﬁmgnt of Humap ¥otives, Hew
York, Rinehart, 1858, p. 87-118.

A punsmary of & series ol sxperisents in ile fleld of
cogni tive control structurss, thelr role in bocevior wmd
their relation to drives, TiLe uoncepts of idiosynoerady
and resression are dimcussvd snd re-evsluated in light of
the new Tindinss,.
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Lovatt, Margeret, "Autigtia Children in & Day
Rarzery", ir Children., Vol. 9, Vo. 2, May-June, 19&8, p.103-
1086,

An aceount of therapy with autistic children in a
pursery, and of dirriculties sncountered im trying te reach
thege ochildren,

Hahler, Hurgsret 8., "On Childhood Paychosis and
ﬁahimaphrenia. é&hi@tie aﬂé Symbiakie Infwnt&la ”ayahasis"

A differentistion belween Lwo sypdromes in early
ohildhoed: symbiotic ¢hildhood psyochoels and esarly infantile
sutism, {& presentazd. Although the prognosie for beth,
gceording Yo vhe »riter, i bleek, vhe differentistion
throws lizht on the aifferent etiologieal factors which
bring ebout the 4isorders. A discussion of prizsry end
seccpdary autism -~ one ropresenting az fixetion, the other a
regression - expresses the writer's main tﬂwﬁia that nutism
manifssts eusentislly bahuvior on a presymblotic lavel of
development,

Hahler, Morgsret &., d¥eguel Furer and Calvin ¥,
Settluge, "SBevere Emotionsl Disturdsmoes in Childhood:
Pgyohosis®, ip Silveno 2rieti, (¥d.), imericsn Handbook o%

szﬁhiagrz, VYol, 1, Wew York, Fusle Books, 1959, p. 816-839,

& comprehensgive deserintion amd erid 1&%1 evalustion

ef & heterogeneous group of syndromss in enild nayohosls,

Partioular attention ia glven % early infentile sutism mnd
syabiotic psychosis.

Masland, Rlicheryd L., Beymour B, Hasrason, Thomss
@ladwin, Mentla "subpormelity: Bioleaissl, ”svamoigﬁical. snd
Cultural Pnetors, hew TOrk, aasia Books, L9585, 44

The writers bring, suong otnarg, 8 comparisocn betwsen

manitestations of sutism in 4iffersnt elimicel plotures,
Protophrenia, [did Savant, and infantile autisa sre discussed.,

Wend, George H., "The doalal Self”, in Journal of

“hilosophy , ﬁﬁzaholo%z I A ﬁcienﬁif&e Hethodas, Vol, 10,
Janusry-Decenber 1¥ p. 474-380.

Devalojnent of the self viswed as e process of
development of the otherness in person., Elthoush written
fifty years wgo it salins lmpovt.ncee In thes 1i«ht of recently
aroused interost in the concapt of self.
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Meed, George d., "M Kehsvioristie lceount of the
#lgnificant Symbol®, in gougnm% gf »pilosophy, Veol. l¢,
Jenuary-Decenbsr 1922, p. -1638,

This srticle throws light on th: development of
subjectivity. The writer muinteins thut not the exclusioen
of an objeet from experience renders it subjeotive, but it
begoomes sudbjeotive by belng referred by en indiviidual to
his self, This explanstion is of importance in understsnding
the meaning of child behavior in genersl =nd of hehsvior:l
phenozena ¢elled autistic ip psrtioular,

Murphy, Guordner, Dersonusiity: ° Blosgeis]l “nprocach
to Orising and Ytrueture, Wew York, narper & Brothers, 1847,
%{1-099 p.

A comprehensive study in personal ity development
in torms of origins, modes of development end ipterrslations
of structural preblems, Contains the writer's husio
expotition of his concept of sutism 28 the movemoent of
cognitive nroceruges In the dir-otion of reed sstisfaction,

O'Conner XK., and Hoste Hermelin, Hpeeel snd Thought
in Severe Bubnormality, Mew Yorx, iuemillen, 1963, x1-182 p,

A veory racent study la learnlng and thiphing
capacities in imbeciles., The evidence points to Asricits
in acjuisgition rather than te poor percention, retention or
transfer ability. Of importaence in thet it throws some
light on reluted phenomena in eurly icfeantlle autism.

frillips. ¥, Lakip, "Contributions te & Lesrning-
Theory seoount of Childuood Autisa®, in E. “hilip Tranp
end Philip Himmelstein, (%ds.), Headinzs on the “xceptional
£nild: Resesrch and Theory, Hew York, Appleton-Century-

This szrticle rapresents a summary of an ~xreriment in
autism viewed ss an arprosch-avoidance eonfliet., The writer
deduces from the rosulits of the study thet ins asutistic child
18 not deficiant in sensation but, rathsr, is ilmpervious to
stimulation not fitting with his momentury assertions. He,
maintaics that excess of morivetion r ther than dsricienoy
of wmitivetion accounts for sutism in childaren,

Fleget, Jean, The Orivins of Intelli.snce ip Children,
MNew York, Norton, 1863, 41¢ 1.

This book prepents the writsr's theory of intellligence
apd his philosophiesl) point of view with regz-rd to cognitive
developuent. It ie an introduoctory book which uesls with the
ssuscry-molor stuge of developmant in particulsr wud with the
explanstion of the invarisnt element in coznitive development:
gssimilation and accomodation.




ANNOTATED BLSLIOkTHY 167

Piaget, Joan, Fie &ﬂnﬁgﬁﬁe and Theusnt of Lue Thild,
New Yorx, Meridian Booke, 1vE3, 201 p.

Recognition given to the role played by social life
in the forzstion of the individuel mind., The busic thesis
is thsl intelligence undergoees a graiual process of soclali-
lzetion and 1s epebled, through the bond establishel by
lanzuangs between thoughts and words, 0 make insizasing use
of ooncepis., Thne writer melntuians thsv Lhought in Lhe
ehnild is intersmedizte cetween autistic thisnking snd the
loglcal throught processes of the cdult,

m——emme—, Tripelpel Fectors leterzining Intsileotnal
Evelustion from Childbood to Adult Life™, in "dward Douglas
sriss, e al., (Vds.), Factors Determinins fuman Behsvior,
Cembridege, #Hass,., Harvapd University Press, 19837, p. 5Z-48,

Tha writer presents in & concize lorm nis busic
tneory of intellectual evolution froa sensoriwotor intelligernce
through egocentric thought to petionel coordination.

fotter, toward A., "Sohizophrenis ip Children®, in

imericen Journsl of Pevehiatry, Vol, 1%, ¥Ko. 4, isaue of
ay 1853, p. 123535-1870,

The writer limits the term schlizophrenia to btypes
manifesting diminuation of interest in eavironment, “izturb-
ances Of thouxbt of dersistic nature, sand defect in szotionsl
rupsort. He reporis slx cases.

Henk, becta, "lutenzive Study w«nd Treustwment of Pre-
school Children ¥ho Show Harked Fersonality Deviations, or
Yibypiecal Developmeut', snd Thelr Turents”, in GCerald

Oaplan, (B4.), E@@t%enml Probless of Torly Childhood, Wew
York, Basle Books, 1950, p. 4%1-301.

The wrliter ccnsiders atypical dovelopment s more it
label than chlldhood schizophrenis. Ihe conceives of the
dl sorder us belng a resuil of faully purent-child relatlon-
auips in toe first two years of lire. The core of the ile-
turbance is & fragumented ego which munifests the child's
jack of capaclity for integration.

Rodrigue, Lailio, "The /nalysis of v Three-~-Year-01d
Hute $chizophrenia", in Kelanis Klein, et al., (Tds.), Hew
Direetions ir 'eyuho-'malysis, New Yoru, brcoic Lioks, 1097,
:p. 14(}“179-

The writer presents on accouut of succersful trevt-
ment of & youmg c¢illd whow he consliers to be surferine from
sarly infantile autlism. He explasins the o isorder os bYsing &
result of projecting the self inte ihe cixterncl obicet, a
kind of projective identilication through negutive Delluein-
stion of the environment., Althoush the terms srs vasue,
the positive results after troatment which lasted only seven
months, are of importance and spesk for themselves,
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Scheerer, Hortin, "Cosnlitive Tusory®™, in Cordner
Lindzey, (™4.), Handbook cf Soelszl Psyencleey, Vol. 1,
Cambridze, Mass,, ~ddison-Lesley, 1904, p. 21-142.

An excsllent expesition of the provlece, nethodology
snd conbroversies in cognitive theory. The sutllicsilon of
this zrtisle ~arks the hegloning of scgnitive theory as en
indepandent field of exploration in paychology.

3ehilder, Paul, The Ius.e and {-pearsces of the
ﬁg%an Body, New Tork, Imtaﬁn&%imnal Universities ®resgs, 1850,
5% p.

The development of bedy-imace is dircucesd from the
physiclosiesl, sociolorienl wnd peyohologcioal poinrve of view,
it rerrerents 8 comprehensive ztudy im the rolotion bhetween
develornpent of orientsation ubout the cuter world wrd the
orientaticn wbout our inner self.

Solley, Charles Y., snd Coréner lurrhy, Development

of t%% Perceptual “orld, FNew York, Basic Books, 1960,
xiv"' ?’

A study in the nature of perceptlon and ths reletion-
ship between perception and learning, Contuips o« chepter
on autise dlscussed in view of tihie e.perimsntel mnd clinioal
approaches towerd the understanding of its unature,

Sulliven, Herry Stack. Intersersonal Theory of

Peyoshiatry , New York, Sorton, 1 , xviii.3593 p.
%QB%humﬂﬂﬁly'p&%liﬂhaﬁ by the pupils of the eriter,

the Book represents a systemetic sttempt to conrcepiunlize
the development of experivnce wnd 1ts neture., Hamen
developnent and bebavier is viewed ip concepte of inter-
personel communicstion and the need for rellsf of anxisty.
Throe modes of experisnce: prototaxie, peretaxie, «nd
syntaxie, end their role ia norsal behovior und natholegy
wre iiscussed.

Verner, Helnz, Compor: 3
Development, ¥ew York, luternstional Univer €8 Pregs,
19867, revisod edition, xii-564 p.

vevelopment viewed us & process of widening the gap
and sharpenins of the polarlity between subjeet end the
world, It reprerunts an orsanisule aprrosoh ir vhich the
concept of develonment iz uot confinmed to ameturztion but
rether viesred 538 on unbrokan continuity. Child developneat
and roeality-rslation ave dlacuseed ip compurlsen to shencaena
in prisitives and in psychopsthology.
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ABITRACT OF
tism: A Critical Inculry inte the Gepesis of Autisgl

——————.

In the last two deocsdes sutlsm hecame & very muoch
quoted term in psaychologicel litersture, It 1s considered
%0 be & normal transitory stuge in esrly cognitive fune-~
tioning, a psychopsthological syndrome in early ohildhood,
en importent symptom in schizophrenis, and a phenomenon in
normal thought provesses., At pressnt the term is enployed
80 loosely thut 1% lost its smeaning within the precision
of solentifliec expression.

In view of thes above thie study set out to exsmine
through & eritical inguiry into psychologlocal sources the
probles of the genaesls of gutlism ip order to mske the
zeaning of the term unified end comprehensible. To reach
the objective, the problem wes investigsted within two areas:
the pleueibility of sutlsa in early cognitive functioning
end the epplicabllity of the term to esrly infantile sutism,

The investigation involved four major steps., In the
firet chepter psychologlesl sources on auvism were reviewed

with particular referencs to the meaning und genesis of

1 David Lissek, dootoral thesis presentsd to the
Sehool of Psychology end Hducstion of the University of
Ottewa, Optario, August 1964, x-171 ».
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autiem. In the second cohapter the pleusibllity of sutism in
esrly cognitlive funcotiening was discussed in light of the
pcope of the eognitive theory in general, apd fn light of
ths development of ocounition and the self in early c¢hildhood
in particulsr. In chapter three e c¢ritical exemination of
early infentile autism was sttempted. The syndrome was
brought up in lizht of the conception of childhood schizo-
phrenia, schizophrepia snd sutlsm, and ite churacteristics
were dlsoussed., In chaspter four & theoretleal slavoration
of the geuesis of autlsm wss presented.

The results of the investigetion indicaute that =autisa
is not possidle in childhood - neither ng & phenomencn in
cognitive funstionling, nor ss & peychopathologicsl symptom
or syndrome - bafore the emergence of the awarensss of the
self a8 an entity apert from the surrounding world. In
essence aubtism represents a withdrawel from the externsl
world coupled with 8 preponderance of inner life. 4s suoch
it capnot appear in chilldhood before sn inner world develops
to which the c¢hild ¢an withdruw snd achisve wishfulfilment,
It was wlso sugpested Lthut early infantile sutism represents
rather two diffsrent syndromes of different etiology; to
one belong the children who %o soms sxtent devslop speeseh
and their prognoels is favorable, te the other belong the
pute children in whieh the disorder is irreversible - to both

gsyndromes the term sutism is net applicable.
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Conseauent to the resuluve of the stuldy, su-eostions
for further resecren mizht lnolude tne investirotion of
the microseneals of magice thimking in the ohild es opposed
to non-veridical cognitive functionine, as wsll as the
laovesti.ution of the concept-msaning attelinment apd 1ts
relution to¢ oonsept-sign usage. In tue field of echild
peychopatholozgy an investizstion Im the differential meaning
of ezo fragmentution uad egou-self split for pathogooany wus

suggested.
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CORRECTIONS

Should reads:-

(eos)y implies to be to some extent au-
tistic.

Parts one and two of this chapter revort
on different theories related to the
meaning and genesis of autismnm,

(ceo) in interpolation, that is, the use
of elues to supplement evidence,

Although sueh data are of value (oes)

(ess) restrictive maturational regulatory
prineciple,

(see) it is conceived of as a retreat to
primary processs; (oes)

(oes) bis reactions to its stimli, (..s)

(ess)y and to substitute, through cognitive
intervention, reactivity by aetivity.

(ss¢) changes developmentally, as Kahn
points outs

What then is the rature of childhood
schizophrenia?

(ses) presupposes funetional intentionality
syndromes

thumanizationt

In normal development (v.e)

Stereotypy

ontogenetically

identification

(o-o) is meant (-oo)



