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INTRODUCTION

Mentally retarded children have been provided for
in the public schools of New York State for many years. At
first there was little or ne recognition of the various
degrees of retardation, However, with the advent of mental
testing and iwproved clasarcom grouping one particular
group of ehildren was notably severely retarded. These were
the treinadble.

The World Health Organiszation'®
deficiensy into three levels, The trainable coumprise those
pupils of wmoderate mental subnormality with I.Q.'s from

divides wental

twenty to forty-nine. The various chapters of the Associa-
tion for Retarded Children, Incorporated prefer the following
definition. "Those too retarded to be classed as educable,
yet wno are potentially capable of self«help and soclaliza-
tion, and of being useful in a sheltered environment.":®
While neither of these definitions specifies toilet tralining
or an ability to communicate, this must be considered part

1b Joseph T. Welingold, séﬁg Them & Fair Chance,
Amsociation for the Help of Reta n, orporated,
New York, New York, 1955, p. 3.
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of the definition for the trainable, especially since this
study is classroom oriented,

In 1929, classes were organized for the more severely
retarded in New York City. These showed rapid, firm growth
as a part of the New York City special education classes.

In 1943 a policy change caused & significant decrease in
these classes, Nevertheless, a limited number of classes
was continued,

In 1549 an organisation of parents of the train-
able, was forwed., This organisation became the Association
for the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated, Noting the
lack of services for the trainadble, the Association organized
and operated private classes for these children not only
in New York City, where the initial group was formed, bus
also throughout New York 3State.

Pollowing a steady growth of these parent operated
classes the 1955 Legislature of the 8State of New York passed
legislation permitting classes for the trainsble to be
established in public schools. This legislation was accom-
panied by rfinancial assistance from the state., The major
Question that this research attempts to answer 1s how the
legislation resulted from the development and success of
the Association and the classes which they organized,

This report therefore, is conserned with the
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origin and development of the Association as well as the
pilot classes set up on a state wide basis by the Associn-
tion %o demonstrate the feasibility of providing local
school education for the trainable.

It 1s the writer's hypothesis that the Association
for Metarded Children, Incorporated, and its successful
organization and operation of classes for the trainable
influenced the legislation of 1955, It will be the purpose
of this study to bring together and relate in a meaningful
synthesis the various and many facts and events which led
to this developuent.

Por purposes of clarity and ease in exploring
the hypothesis it was decided early in the researcn to
divide the hypothesis into three component parts. lence,
the study will examine firstly, the effect of the Associla-~
tion's organization and establishment of chapters throughe
out the state, Secondly, the effect of the Associlation's
organisation and cperation of demonstration classes in
growing numbers throughout the state and finally, the
success of the classes with their resulting influence on
the legislation of 1355.

The first step involved leocating any and all in-
formation pertaining to the Association and its many state
wide chapters that were conducting classes for the trainable,
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The information was voluminous and eonsisted of original
documents in the form of letters, reports and minutes of
meetings. In addition, legislative records, chapter news-
letters and newspaper-acecounts of chapter activities were
reviewed., Visitations were made to the New York City
office of the Association and each of the seventeen chapters
of the Association sconducting classes prier to the legis-
lation of 1955,

During this quest for information related studies
that might furnish assistance were reviewed, It would
appear that such a dynamic movement of classes for the
trainable would have resulted in numerous studies in this
area, Unfortunately, this has not been the case. A review
of the literature revealed a dearth of information about
similar movements of parent groups and their effect on
changing viewpoints regarding services for the handisapped,

Two studies were located that dealt with parent grope,
Unfortunately, both studies employed an interview technigue
and thus contain little cdjective evidence to fully support

the findings. Levy's’® study considered the various parent

1¢ Joseph H. Levy, Parants G» ccial
é&m%ﬂ‘ published masters tﬁaeﬂ" M‘T‘Cwu y of Chi-
o

Chieage, Illinois, U.S.A., 1951, x11-100 p.
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groups in and about the ¢ity of Chicago, Illinois. iHis
study was the result of & number of years of experience as
a social werker in a ¢hild welfare agency. Levy set out
to £ind answers as to how people witn nandicapped children
Join together to seek sclutions to their common problems.,
The study also dealt with the relationships between the
parent grouws and social agencies. lils findings indicated
social agencies should render assistance to parent groups
but not dominate them. Further, the initiative to organise
should come from the parents not the socisl agency.

Katz? modeled his study after the method employed
by Levy in that he also utilized an interview and case
study approach to obtain his inforwation, iiowever, Katz
also used written materials, records, minutes and publica-
tions as the second wain source for bis study. One of tne
four groups chosen for study was the Association for Help
to Retarded Children as Levy called the group., There are
two basic weaknesses in Katz's study., The first has been
covered by pointing out the reliance on the interview

, nunm, U.8.A., 1961,
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wethod. The study should have relied more on documented
data of & primary nature, Secondly, Katz tried to cover

far toe mush in his study of four groups. The possibilities
for error increased with the scope of nis study especially ¥
we again mention the limited amount of documented primary
source material, Then too, some of the source material
noted in the bibliography did not stand up under rigorous
examination,

This report therefore, should prove extremely
helpful at this partisular time due to the upsurge of in-
terest in all areas of the handicapped. A%t no time nas
there been & more massed approach to providing services for
the handisapped. Much of this increased interest has
been due to the efforts of the parents of the trainable.
Indeed, the ground swell now being experienced in New York
State and elsewhere for serviges for the multiple handi-
capped, 18 a direct outgrowth of the expressed need of
parents, who have seen the results of inoreased services
for the tralinable forged by parents who proved that public
school classes for this group could become a reality.

By demonstrating that the impracticalities of today
become the realities of tomorrow they have opened new and
broader horigons for all of the handicapped,
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It is appropriate that such a study be done
using the New York State parents group as a focal point
since New York State was one of the first to provide
services for the trainable, PFurther, New York State has
maintained and expanded the program for the tralnable
throughout the years leaving behind & notable record of
accomplishment,

Following the survey of the New York City office
of the Associlation and seventeen local chapters 1t was
determined that maximum effort should be devoted to the
New York City chapter and its resultant classes since
this was the beginning of the dynamic movement,

Each of the other individual chapters and tneir
classes would be well worth study. However, the very
conditions that would make a detailed examination interesting
would entail the presentation of an enormous amount of
material., Purthermore, a review of this material from the
seventeen chapters and the twenty-five scuools in operation
at the time revealed a strong similarity in evolution,
Hence, three representative chapters and their schools were

chogen for study to convey the extent of the movement,

cover the maln arterial line of state travel and con-
aequently of paopulation saturation,



INTRCDUCTION Xv

Firstly, 1t will be demonatrated that tue isso-
ciation was successful in organising and establishing
various chapters throughout the atate by traclng the
movenent of the parent group from & feeble beginning in
1949 to a powerful, nighly effective New York City office
with member chapter offices tihroughout the state in 1955,
Secondly, the success of the various chapters of tne Aspo-
ciation to organize and operate classes for the trainable
will be borne out by presenting the scope of the endeavor on
the part of the parents to orgzanisze, administrate and pro-
vide financial support for classes for the trainable.
Pinally, it will further be shown that this network of
clagses, using three upatate locations as well as the
classes in New York City were influential in ¢reating an
awarcness on the part of the legislators of New York State
Who in turn voted to provide classes for the tralnable as
a part of the state's public school program,

The first chapter of the study 1is a historical
background of practices and factors that resulted in tue
need for the Association to organize and operate these
classes.

Chapter 1II is a study of the origin of the
Association, This chapter covers the concentrated efforts
put forth by wembers of the Assoclation to develop an
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Association that would bring to the public a better under-
standing of the needs of the trainable, riere will also be
found the appeal for public support for a change in the
legislation to include the trainable,

Chapters III and IV contain the orisin and ope-
ration of the New York City pilot clasmses and three of t.ue
upstate schools operated by chapters of the Association.,

This in turn is followed by the summar; and
conclusions which presents a historical syntonesis relating
the events and development of the classes in the four rep-
resentative areas with the resulting effects on the legis~
lation of 1955,



CHAPTER I
HISTORICAL PERSFPECTIVE

This chapter will situate ths problem in its
historical p-rspective 20 as to bring to lichit tie various fac-
tors that may have contributed to the introduction of legis-
lation in favor of publie school sducation of trainabla
mentall; retardad ochildren in New York State.

The problem of how to provide adequatel: for
trainable wentally retarded chiildren existed long before
there was a clear understanding that there were differin,
degrees of mental defectiveness. The earl; approach to
providing for the trainabls was to treat them && so0cisl
minfits. As such they were gent to almghouses comparable
to the systew of poor houses founded in England.

Gradually ingtitutions for the mentally retarded
began to appear about the widdle of the ninete:nth eentury,
The institutions for the retarded were ocstablished as
schools and it was hoped&%hm retarded who were placed withe
in the Anstltutlions would be returned to soclet.. This did not
occur and the institutions became custodinl facilitise,

Before the furn of the century classes for problem
¢hildren preceded those mpeoifically intended rfor the back-
ward and mentally d-ficisnt as the mentall: retarded wer:
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knowm at that time, The classes consisting of a mixture of
children with behavioral problems and the mentally retarded
proved to be ineffective, Classes designed specifically for
the mentally retarded were then organized. This was
assisted in part by the advent of mental testing which
helped in diagnosing mental retardation. Following this
practice, special classes were organized rapidly, especially
in New York City., With this sudden growth in ungraded
classes dboth the more capable pupils and the least able
pupils were plased in the same special class, a hete-
rogeneous method of grouping. As a result of further refine-
ment in pupil selection, the classes in New York City for
the wentally retarded necame an established fact.

A review of the legislative and educational enact-
uents as well as parental influences will be presented in
order to illustrate the provisions made for tne trainable
prior to the permissive legislation of 1955. This will be
done as follows: 1. Historical Antecedents 1800-1900;

Early approaches of caring for the mentally retarded, 2, The
Identification and Placement of the Trainable; A period when
the trainable mentally retarded were being identified,
located and scme trainable were provided for in the public
schools of New York City, and 3. Increasing Attention Con-
cerning the Trainable, 1949 to 1955, beginning with the
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orizin of the parent movement in New York Citr up to tuwe
time permissive lesislation was passed enablin: public
school systems to receive state funds if they organiz~d and
operated speeial classes for the trainablne,

1. Histerical Antscedents, 1800 to 1200,

‘fhile oarly laws in New Vork Btate mads no mentioo
of the wrntally retarded, we know that mental retardation
axigsted throughout the early colenial period and thereforo
provisions of some kind wust have allowed for them. The
stories of the "village 1diot" and siwllar taless attest to
their pregence,

The first approach in New York State in caring for
the mantall; retarded with other social wmisfites was largely
baged on the English system of poorhounes or almshous s,
In 1801 mntnlly retarded were %0 be provided for as sick

or lame, pocr, blind or decrepid under Chapter 1.4 of the

ihe Enzlisl: Consti-
and Cowmpan,, London,

Laws of the State of New York, Laws ef 1801,

2
». 512-524,
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Laws of New York 3tate.

A different approach for the care of the retarded
pocurred in wid sentury when an experimental school for the
mentally retarded was opensd in Albany, New York in Gctober
1851.3 Dr. Harvey B. Wilber was the £irst Superintendent.
The school was moved €O permanent quarters in Syracuse, New
York on September 8, 18%“ where the first building was
srected for the apecific purpose of caring for the mentally
retarded,

This one fasility for the mentally retarded proved
inadequate so that the majerity of wmentally retarded were
still treated as poor ¢r physisally handicapped. Further-
more, Dr, Davi.et’ indicates that the early ~ducaters of the
mentall: retarded thought the retarded could be made normal amd
returned to soclety., Therefore, the schools did not include
the severely retarded or trainadble since it was hopesd montal
retardation could be cured, Unfortunatel,, thnis hope was

John C, Speneer, et.al,, First "nnual Report of

3
the Trugtees of the New York Stats /syTuwm for ldiots, State
oF Neu Yark , *my, New %. Jaruary ¥8, 1952, P. 3.
5 Herve: B, Wilber, Pourth Annual Report of tho
the New York State As lum Tor l1di Ei State of

: 4 0
ew York, ny, le«4 York, January R 1853, p. 27.

5 Stanley P, Davies, Social cm% of the Mentally
ient, Thomas Y. Crowell 5ompany, nw YOrk, New York,

» » 70
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not realized and institutions became custodial fmciliti-s,

Section ninety=two, chapter twenty of the Revie d

Statutes of New York in erﬁe stated:

In those counties whore county poor houses
may be >mteblisn-d the Superintendents ray
provide for the support of paupers that may
be $diots or lunatics out of such pocr-hcuses,
in such manner as shall best promote the
intereste of the dounty and conduce tp the
somfort and recovery of such paupers.

Chapter 225 of the laws of 18968 Was Wore eXx-
plicit rezarding the mentally retarded whe: it was stated:
The Superintendents of the poor shall
provide for the support of poor psraons that
may be 1diots or lunatics, at other places
than in the almsghouss, in susch wanner as
shall be provided for the care, s t and
maintznanc- of suoh poor persons,
Thus, for nearly one hundred vesars the meantall-
retarded were treated as mentall: $11, sisk or poor sxcapt

for those attendinzg the Syrscuse State Sshool.

6 George W. Cothran, EditariﬁTha Revised Statutes
3

ol the Stete of New York, Edition ol, 11, fart 2,
po ¥ [

7 Ibad., p. 825.

8 Laws of the State of New York, Laws of 1896,
P. 136-1793,

9 Ibid., p. 140,
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2. Identification and Placemant of the Trainable,

™o next t+o gsections will focus on New York Citr
duz to th: fact that most of the problems that devi:loped in re-
gard to the trainable oriiinatad ticore.

After the turn of the centwury, Dr. llenry H.
Goddv'dm while survaying the Rew York City Public School
syaten found a number of oliniecal t,p>s of mentally
ratardad children, such as imbeclles of mongolian t,p ,
nicrocephelic idiots, hydrocephalic cames ard cretins in the
schools. The teachers and principals, supervising these
children, felt that they should be institutionalized but
th» parents did not want their children committed. Miss
Elizabeth F&rrell,ll Supervisor of Speecilal Clasacs was
able to gzt some ehildren into custodial institutions,
lioynver, the institutions had no power and made no effort to
retain the children so they frequently were returnsd to tieo

community,

10 Hammr i, Goddm'd Rs:*ort on Jducational ‘spocts

: Par mentar. S5choo tion &
nErads a8, Cit\ of Naw Tark, Nm. York, Pebruary 3, 1913,
po uo
11 wznum H. mxmll, Fifteonth Annual Re
Juperint-ndent o 10 a o
" Dﬁ, H 01‘ »
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Upon the childrens' return to the communit: , the
schools were again faced with the problew of what to do
#1th them, The answer was to either accept them into the
existing ungraded classes that had been establimhed in 1895
or exclude Shew from attendancs,

The problem at this particular time was compounded
greatly by the compulsory ssihool attendance laws and child
labor laws. Although this affeated the higher levels of ti
retarded $0 a great degree, aome of the trainabl~ wers in-
cluded,

The problem of the retardad and their care reached
such preportiens that on March 1914,22 the Legislature of
the 8tate of New York approved a bill that beceme Chapter
272 of %he Laws of 191%. This chepter called for the
creation of the first Commission te Anvestigate the problerm
of pudblie provigion fer the care, custod;, treatment and
training of the mentally retarded,

The Report of the Commission to Investicate Pro-
:13 indicated that New
York CAty had organiz:sd ungraded classes for thos: pupils

12 Laws of the State of New York, Laws of 19134,
V‘ln g' P- m‘7730

13 State of New York, Report of the Commission to
Investizate Provisions for the Mentally lLeficilent, 1915, p. 245,
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unable to adjust to the regular school curriculum, These
ungraded classes that had been initiated in 1895 had become

& permanent and growing feature in public schools throughout
the state. New York City alone had 206 such classes in 1915,

The Commission also uncovered two underlying reasons for the
substantial numbers of trainable mentally retarded being in

the community without services.

The report of the Commission noted:
The developwent of this work (ungraded classes

in the public schools) brings out two wain facts-
new in this field, Pirst a natural reaction
against all institutional 1life set in and the
people were distrustful and unwilling to send
their children away. This was due in part to

the fact that all ingtitutions were so over-
erowied that personal attention and individual
training were impossible, and in part to new
ideas of colonization and small group work,

which unfortunately flourished in theory before
our institutions could be reorganigzed so as to
make it prastical, and secondly, the compulsory
tests and the reeently awakened interest in
special training, dbrought thousands of children
to the attention of the publﬂ about whom nothing
had previously been known,..

This report points out many of the problems regarding

institutionalication that were to result in prompting the

need for

legislation, The parents were reluctant to accept

institutionaligation although institutionalization was the

writer's)

14 Ibid,, p. 245-246 (words in parenthesis are
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usual answer offered the parents when seeking advice from
professionals.

The report of the Coumission prompted Chapter 553 o
the Legislation of 191715 requesting a census of mentally
retarded children and the eatablishment of classes for
those who were three or more years retarded. A clarification
of the Law of 1917 appeared in a bulletin related to the
mentally retarded issued by the State Education Dcpo.:."t;-em;.ﬁ
This bulletin emphasised tne problem of these children and
made reference to at least two levels of retardation, One
level, the highest was to be provided for in the schools and
the lower level to be institutionaliszed or as the report
stateds

There are still other children who are not

capable of mental development or of training
in the schools, whose presence ia a wenace to
the well<being of the school,

This law contemplates that all these chil~
dren shall dbe located; that special courmes
shall be previded for those who may be helped
in the public schools, and institutional care
for those who are not capable of mental develop-

ment !?d who do not have proper home environ-
ment,

15 Laws of the State of New York, Laws of 1917,
v°1 ° 2 » ’ [} 159“.15” .

16 W.B. Cornell and Eleanor A. Gray, 8§11tbus for

the Exanminztion and Census of Mentally Reiarded Subnormal or
IEmEQI ?ﬁﬁ!, Bulletin No. 575, U?i'¥versf€y ol the 3tate of
e

w York, any, New York, November 1, 1918, 22 p,
17 Ibid., p. 1-2.
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This rcommendation waes made in the e of tho
report of $he Commimaion of 1915 % indicated"the 1nsti-
tutione were ovarcrowded and that parents ware distrustful o
them,

The prodlem of what to do for the traingbla con=-
tinusd to plague th: pubdblio school ayst ms. They wire
*ither allowaed to remain in the ungradcd classes, 2xoluded
Af they wer~ &n school or =xsmpt frow attendace when the
parents registired them for school.

Without finaneial rewmundration the pudlic school
systems continued whatover gpeocial programs they had
daveloped or diseontinued them when ther chos: to do mo,
This was recogniz-d by Mr, h.8. veet}® who suggested that
for proper implementation of the law of 1917 the State must
recognize that financial aid will b» yequired befeore retarded
children are detected, reglsterad and civen proper care,

Chapter 395 of the Laws of 1923'7 previded funds
for ungraded ¢lamssess in the form of financial assistanc: for
the smployment of teachers of ungraded classcs in the publie

18 1, 8. Weet, "The nee and Negcemsity of a
sgzta ?rogg;-“, in Ungraded, Vol. 4, Neo. 5, issue of February
1 9, } < I8 .

19 Laws of the State of New York, Laws of 1923,
p. 633634,
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schools, These ungraded classes were for pupils who were
three or more years retarded in mwental development,

Following the financial assistance effered through
the Lezislation of 1923, ungraded classes in New York City
showed notable gains. Miss Elizabeth E. Farrell,2® super-
visor of S8Special Classes in New York City, reported ungraded
class-s for returded pupila in New York City inaoreased
thirty-four percent from 305 special classes in 1924 to
K08 in 1929. The increased nuwder of clacses necegsitated
further educational involvement and responsibility, Soon
claspes were able to limit the ohrenclogioal ages within a
group and the more obviously retarded hecame increasingly
more notieable,

The question of what to do with the trainable re-~
mained unanswered, The increased number of ungraded classes
had accentuated the problem of the trainabl- since additional
trainable pupils were adwitted into the classes, due to
poor psychological evalustions.®t

20 Elizsbeth E, Farrell, "Report on Ungraded Classea"”
in the Thirty-Second Annual Re of the 2

21 Before 1950 pupils were often tested and
recommended for placement in special olasses on the basis
of a test given by a teacher with a course or two in testin:,
Chapter of the Laws of 1950 required an individual
psychological evaluation by an approved paychologist.
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The first Regulations of the Lommissioner of

22 Thne folliowln?

Education appeared in Bulletin Number S13.
comment in regard to the trainable was noted:

Sahools willing %0 wmake special provision

for the lower mental azges will probably handle
them successfully but in a majority of cases the
placing of them in a special class tends to
Jeopardise the whole movement,

With the adopsion of ungraded classes in the public
scnools, the main concern of wembers of the New York State
Tducation Department at this time was witn the algher grede
retarded. These ungraded classes were established primarily
for the educable pupils with I.Q.'s from £ifty to seventy-
five,

962"

Inl in the 8eventh Annual Report - 3tate
Coumigmion for Mental Defectives the need for additional
institutional facilities was recoznized but more important
the Commission stressed the need for county supervision of t.~

ot
mentally retarded. The members felt'a fair ostimate would bethat

four out of five mentally retarded would b~ able to remsi~ in

the community - if community based programs were available,

22 Warren W, Coxe, Orgzanization of Special Clasgscs
for Subnormal Children BulicEI% NC. ©lY, University of Thi.
SEate of Naw YoFk, January 1, 1925, 16 p.

23 Ibid., p. 10,

24 State of New York, Seventh Annual Report - State
Comuission for Mental Defectives Jq%y 1, 1984 to June

A e
%Qggi Yeglslative Documsnt yo. 51, Al _bany, New Yorw, 1920,
L] L
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Unfortunately, with the reorganisation of the state govern-
ment on January 1, 192725 the State Commission ceased to
exist and the powers and duties of the Commission were
assuned by the New York State Department of Mental Hygiene.
Many of the problems still to be resolved in New
York State regarding community provisions for the trainable
¢ould have been averted if the recommendatiocns of the
Commission to investigate provisions for the mentally
deficient had been carried out, Once the powers and dutiles
passed to the Department of Mental Hygiene, concentration
was placed on the institutions and consequently parents
with trainables retarded children in the community were
without services unless their children were in special
classes for behavioral problems or the ungraded classes.
The Regulations of the Commnissioner of Education
of the New York State Education Department written in
1929 and published in 19302° specified an I.Q. range of

a5 State of New York, Bighth Annual Report - State
or Mental Defeqtlve o y

2 University of the State of New York, organi-
De c Ty fo 8 uhno nal .l....‘ dre in

Yﬂl'k. Jmul'y 15’ 1930. Po 50
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£ifty to seventy-five for special class placement and mental
ages between five and ten but exceptions to these ranges
were permitted in a community where one special class was
in operation,

Since New York City had a number of ungraded classes
for the £ifty to seventy-five I.Q. range (educable pupils),
they wers not allowed any exceptions. In March 192927
a class for the trainable retarded was started., Thus the
first publiec school class for the trainable in New York
State had become an established fact. This number increased
to six classes by June of 1929.28

Miss Elizabeth E. Parrell®? wno nhad been the
first special class teacher in New York City and was now
supervisor of ungraded classes organiged the classes for

, ,ehildren with low I.Q.'s as they were called in New York
City because the children were not eligible for the ungraded
classes containing pupils of a higher level,3?

27 William J. O'Shea Prgﬁreng of the Pug%ég
Board of Education of tne ¥ ew

ork, ewber 1, 1929, p. 86,

28 Ibsd., p. 86,
29 New York Times, "Training the Atypical"
ﬁuroh 5,

editorial in ggg !ﬁ; York Times newspaper, issue of
1932, p. 14, col, &,

30 Elizabeth E, Farrell, Qp, Cit., p. 294,
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Superintendent O'S8hea, furnished us with
another reason for the establishment of the classes for
the trainable when he indicated that the classes were
started because of the "insistant demands of the parents”.

Two reasons are offered for the starting of classes
for the trainable, indeed,there may well have been additional
reasons but these two offer evidence of the nesed for these
classes,

n 31

By-law awendments32 were approved by the Board of Ed-
ucation on November 1, 1932 to cover the newly organiged
classes, Superintendent Campbell, 33 br, O'Shea's successor,
reported that seriocusly overcrowded conditions existed in
the state schools for mentsl defectives. Nevertheless, he
was of the opinion that most of the trainable should
be placed in institutions,

31 uilliam J. 0iBhes,

’xw iork, February 29, 1933, p. 198,

32 Willilm J. O'ShnuA zgﬁ§§¥-£%§§§ Anngil Report
Sup andent ¢ g ucation,

Ey of Wew York, De , 1933, p. 79-80,

33 leold G. C!N@bellﬁ % E%;te eg&g&; Rnsgrg of
‘et k> t * .. ol a Qﬂ, Y

-fourtn Annual Report
p %§£¥3 ol Education, '
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Nl
This in spite of the fact that the clagscss for the traine

abls 401538 had increased to thirty-two.3a
In summary, the question of thz trainablc ealld in
the public school system of New York City had plagued the
school superintendents since the organization of the first
class for them in 1929, Starting because of the
desands of parents and to achieve detter grouping, the
classes had increascd frow one public school olass in 192y
to thirty-twe public school classes in 1938, The substan-~
tial increases in a nine year period reflected the need for
classes for the trainable as well as the desire of the
parents to segure public scnool placemsnt in the schools
so that they could keep the trainable children at nome.
Although the 3uperintendent believed the trainable
should ba institutionalized, classes for trainabl. mentall:
retarded ehildren continued to grow in number in New York
City even 4uring the daepression yeara until 1943 when a
total of thirty-six elnsue335 were in operation. In
1944 twenty-nine3® classes were reported in operation.

34 Harold Q. Campboll, Th%;tz-%inth Xnnggl Re -
Superintendent of 3ohoo o' nducation,

3% Jerhart Sacnger, The Adjustment of Saveraly
Retarded Adults &in the Commpunity; A‘,iﬂ"w Former Pup
_JIKIJ!!l. asges r2ld bv the Seard ol tion of the

Q: aW XOr A_mgb nterde o SN T“ 7 . [ -
sources Eolrd Albany, huw York, 1957, p.xvii,

36 Ibid., p. xvii,
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The loss of scven class~s was the result of a policy change setiing
a minimum I.Q. of tw37 for admittance to special classes
for the trainable,

The parents of the children excluded from the
seven classes ware $0 be Anstrumental in the ensuing deve~
lopments that were to result in the organization of pare.ts
knosn as the Association for the Help of Resarded Childr:en,
Incorporated,

3. Incresaing Attention Concernini the Trainable
1949 to 1955,

Mr., mmgem.-"a Exacutive Director of the New
York Stats Assoclation for Retarded Children, Incorporated,
indicates"1t was only through chance that the parents of
the retarded forwed into a group in January 1949 and that
it took 80 lomg for this to occur, He attributed this
delay to the “feelings of gullt, shame, fear and frustrat:d
pamnthood"Bg b et ompe +4 the realisation that or-
is the parent of a retarded ehild, DAfficulties were

37 New York State Education Department, Albany
New York, Document No, 1 mmndum dated Pebruary 16, Vi
p. 1-2, C en file Neo., 1, folder No. 1, Bureau
for Mentally Handicapped Children, fle
Departeent, Albnn:;, New York,

W York State Rducation
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ansountered in the early drvelopment of the Association
for Mr, Weingold indicat-d that mewbers of the parent
group reacted cmotionally when “theme pent up pressures of
—~arg burst forth to demand facilities for gach“.“e Facl-
1ities for the trainabls were to begomwe a greater problewm
begause of an smendment to the Education Law in 1950.
Legislation sponsored by the New York State
Education Department“‘
“ducation Law in 1950. Through Chaptar 756 of the Laws
of ‘.1.9'50‘!"'2 local school districts were relmbursed for
fifty percent of the cost of tranaportation to specilal
class~s. Tuition was also reimburgabl. for those n ntally
handicapp-d children whe had to de transported to nearby
school districts where special clasees ware availabl -,
Chapter 796 of the Laws of 19503 also added a

resulted in an amendwent to to-

2‘0 xbid., po 20

11 Alge D. lienderson, Associate Commissioner of
Education, giﬁggﬁggg%,to Governor Dewey dated Aprail {, 1,50,
New York State ucation Departwent, Albany, New York,l p.
Copy on £11: as Decument No. 13 in Bill Jacket of Chapter
796, Laws of 13950 in the Legislative Reference Library, New
York State Library, Albany, New York,

42 Laws of the Stave of New York, Laws of 1950,
p. 2199,

43 Ibid,, p. 2199,
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phrase in the definition of 8 mentally retarded niror that
result2d in a nuwber of traimmble pupils being denied ad~
mission to special classes, This phresc added a differont
dimension to the existing d-finition by defining a minor
with retarded mental development as:
A winor who, because of retarded intellec~
tual development as deterwined by an examination
by an approved peycholozist or payvehiatrist, is
incapable of benefiting through ordinary class-
room instrustion, but who may be expectad to
profit from special educatioval facilitiss de~
sizned to gak@ hin socially and cconomicall
compe tent, ‘
The phrase that eliminated those children in thc
trainable range was the following:
«ee DUt who may be expected $0 profit from
special adusational facllitiss deaigned to
makes him socially and sconomically coumpetent.
On June 14, 1951“5 Mr. Weingold met with a high
officlal of the New York State Education Department, )lbany,
New York. During this conference Mr, Woingeld indicated

e wRBs

’L"u' M«n: P, 21994

48 New York State Education Departwent mont
[*) file copy of a memcrandum from a8 high offic the
orle State Education Departmwent describinz a conferenc:
with Mr. Weingold, Executive Director, Association for the
Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated, wmemorandum dated
Jume 14, 1951, 1 p, Cepy on £4l- in file No. 1, folder No.
Buresu for Mentally Handjcapped Children, New York Stato
RBducation Department, Albany, New York,
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) definiﬁely dissatislied witi the
definition in the preseut law regardin: the
montally retarded, His partizsular concern in
this matter ia . the exclusion of thos~ with
I.Q. level bolow fift; ... Mr, pointed
out that it would be unconstifutional to gire

S S
2 private t be got an ex- ..
pression epiniou on thiu from the Counsel,
The Association wanted to be of assistance to
thos+ shildren who were exoluded from school dus to the
change in the smendment t0 the law bhut found barriers placsd
in 1ts way, No state help was availabl:. If the trainable
ehildren were $0 be recipients of assiatance, 1t would have
to aolve from anethar source $han the state,
That 1% «@as evelving and going to continuc to do
80 1s evident in She fellowing aditorial frow the Associa-

tionts newspapars

W Ivid., 1 p.
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Many edusators asksy "Where does the res~
ponsibility of the family end and that of the
public school begin?™ Teo often that is used
to ~scape responsibility for publie mervices
%o our children, Here is & case whore the
familics insist on tak responaibilit; but
alse insist that the state assunwe its responsi-~
bility with the fawmily. And that means public
training and education for these truly "for-
gotten shildren”,

Sush 1s the attitude, even in offizialdom,
Sowards our children that we must "prove®,
if you please, that these children are train-
able, not $e use that bad werd, "educable”
in a community setting. This we, as paran%u
of retarded children, are setting sut to do,
1f we wust, That is the larger purpose of
our slasses;s to achieve clamses for all those
trainadble children wherever they may bg when
the parents wan$ to keep them at howe.37

Conditions weres gradually arising that were
involving she parents' group. Confronted with overorowded
inatitutions, no state agsiztance, a lack of facilities on
the losal level and children excluded from school, the
Association was being farced to provide for those ehildr:n
and sheir parents who were denisd servige,

Not only was ne help available from the state for
trainable children excluded from the public schools but

{7 Agloctltion for the Lelp of Retarded Children,
Incorperated, "Direet to You", sditorial in Qur chilgg%n's
Voice, New York, MNew York, Vel. 3, No. 4, issue of 3Jepten~

er-Doteber 1351, p. 7, sol, 1.



HISTORICAL PFRSPECTIVE 22

the fact that some of the superintendents of public school
s7stems still did not want classes for childrsn with I,3,'s bo-
low £4ftv in the public schools is apparent in the following
parazraph from a3 wemorandun dataed Janusry 25, 1952,

As you know, the first weeting of the en~
larged Advzsory Council on the Physically :endi-
capped was held kere last Friday, Although the
question of who was responsibl- for training
ehildren with I1,Q,'s below 8O is of course not
exactly a question for the Physically lLandloapped
Council, Dr, Frank O'Brien, Superintendent Patten

othur new members broucht it up. e dimcussed
¢t at somr length and the non-Departmwent people
prule 133;;ae6 a resolution to be sent to you

thn asd thesir belief that the tra ngag of
ow 50 group is not & school job,

Thus the dle was cast, much of th» gtruggle that
ensued over the next three years until th- permissive
legislation was approved in 1955 stemm<d from this
wmeeting.

In sumoary, interest in trainable pentally
retarded children, especially thosz of school age, rew

out of the recognition that provision for this particular

88 New York 8tate Edusation Department, Albany,
New York, Document No, 3, memerandun from a high official
in the New YOO ucation Department, dated January
25, 1952, p. 2, Copy on file in £ile No. 1, fold-r Ko. 1,
Bureau for Mentally Handicapped Children, Kew York Stato
Education Department, Albany, New York, QLJ. Frank C'Brisn
was Associste auperintendcnt of Schoola in Ne. York GCity,
Superintendent Patten wes Buperintendent of Schools in
8yracuse, New York).
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group of children in New York 8tate was noticabl; in-
adequate, Public scnool programs were not generally
available., Institutions, operated by the state for the

care of the retarded, lacked space and the proper staff for
acceptable child training practices, Parents, who were able
to afford the expense, placed their children in private
schools, Other children were kept home if their parents
could not afferd private schools or refused to place the
ehildren in state institutions,

Stimulated by the realization that the children
who remained at home had no opportunity to receive training
outgide the home, one parent took the initiative to con-
tact other parents with retarded children., The events
shat followed are described in Chapter II.



CHAPTER II
DEVELOPMERT OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR RETARDED CHILDREN

The events that led to the development of the
clasmes for trainable mentally retarded children under
parent auspices began with the origin and aims of the
Association for the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated,
hereafter referred to as the Assoclation. This Association's
development in New York State had as one of its purposes the
sponsoring of classes for trainable mentally retarded chil-
dren, To gain a better understanding of the Association
and its spoasored classes the following points will be
congidered:

1. The Parent Movement; 2. The Aims of the
Association for the Help of Retarded Children; 3. Actions
of the Association to Implement Services; 4. The Lffects
of Child Placement Difficulties on the Development of the
Association; 5., Summary. These topics will be explored
and digcussed relative to their importance in the organi-
zation and establishwent of the Association's class=s.

1. The Parent Movement,

The desire of a mother to start a nursery class
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for her mentally retarded son, sho had been excluded froo
school, prompted her to run an “ad" in the newspapar.
Mrs, Arthur Oreanberg,ss after repeat2dl - writin, and calling
schools and public agencies seeking ~duostion for her
mentalls retard=d son, placed an announcement in & Y~w York
City newspaper'want ad" section whish read as follows:

B T

S wrase WIS Foat Home News T Jest SE.Ch

During the intarvisw on October 17, 1967, Mrs.

Greenberg stated that twenty wothers answer:d the "ad"
and it was decided that A weeting would be held. Peollowin,
this first meating Mrs, Greenderg and her husband sent
out fifty letters announsing another meoting to be held

on January 7, 1949 in the auditorium of the National

New York City ¢ 0 . T the intarview
on file in f£il- Ka. 1 roldor No. 1, Bm'om for Mentall:
Handtcapy 1 Children, New York sute Education Department,
Albany, New York. The fact that Mra, Greenberg was taoe
founder 48 confirmad by the early letter head paper of the
Agsociation that lists Mrs. Greenberg as founder.

64 New York Post Home News, announcement in the

sant "ad" section of the New Ne New York
New York, issue of July 9, Iﬂﬁ, P. ﬁ, c&. Y.
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Hompital for Speech Digorders in New York City. There
were 250 persons in attendance at this mereting. On
January 19, 193965 twelve days after the second mecting,
Ann Greenberg, Ann Millstein, Minni:. Schaef:r, Mar.ar-t
Rosenberg, Ida Rappaport, Rebecoa Neble and Julie Schwarts
appeared before Galo Lebron, a notary public, At this
time they affixed their signatures to incorporatelion
papers as Directors of the Aspociation for the liclp of
Retarded Children, Inearporated.
The purposes of the Association as statad in the
charter werei
To voluntarily assist the slow and mentally

retarded child and ascertain, through study

and research, the problems and causes of mental

retardation and weans for improvin; the cone-

dition of the child; to develep a batter under-

standing of and wore whologoms and helpful

attitude toward wental retardation; to serve

as a cl-aring house for information about the

mentally retarded child: and to voluntarily

assist parents of tho uggtally retardsd in
meeting their problems,

65 OGale Lebron, Notary Public, Btats of New York,
Bronx County, January 13, 1949, Incorporation Pap-rs, records
on f£il: in the office of the Asaa01§§gmn or p of
Retarded Children, Inecorporated, New York, Nes York, 2 p.

66 Ruth M. Miner, Deputy Secretary of State,
fromw gartificate of 1ncorg:§%g%¥ghg%¥§gg, f4lsd Januar; 31,
1949, Yeoords on r'ile as public records in the
office of the Secretary of State, Albany, New York, € p.
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Ascording to the records of the Secretary of
State, insorporation papers under tliv provision of th-
Membership Corporation Law were filed with the Searetary of
State on January 31, 1945,

On October 16, 195667 certificats of incorporation
papers were filed with the Secr:tary of New York Btabe
changing the nawe of the Assoclation to the New York
Assoeiatien for Retarded Children, Incorporated. The nawe
of the Asseeiation was changed again on Marsh 7, 196263
when eonsolidation papers wers issued to Barnard M, Pineson
on dehalf of the Amsociation, consolidating the Amsociation
for the Help of Retarded Children with the New York
Association for Retarded Children, The name booame the
New York State Association for Retarded Children, Incorpo-
rated.

In 1949 this new Association had emerged, It was
an Association that was to work for thousands of wentall:
retarded children and th~ir familiss not only in New York
Cttr but alsoe throughout New York State and the Nation,

6g Robert C, Robinson, Notary Publis, State of
New York, City of New York, Ce icate of Incorporation
Zapers, fncords on file in tﬁ%ﬁ“‘%‘emw Grotary of Stk
v, New York, 8B p.
68 3. Haran, Department of State, Albz:, New Yo.i.,

Mareh 7, 19(2, Conmolidation Pa recorde on f£1le in the
offi-¢ of tic Seccretar - r, Plban 4, Ne York, 13 p.
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The legal problems of incorporation were easily
mug since a large part of the developwent of the
Association was organiged and led by attorneys. The early
period of the New York City Association as well as that
of Association chaptera throughout the state abound witn
the names of prominent lawyers who were parents of train-
able mentally retarded children or who were friends of the
retarded,

This affiliation with members of the legal pro-
fesaion was helpful not only in such routine matters as
incorporation papers but also in such matters as lezis-
lation and the attainment of political sponsorship. An
excellent example of the latter took place in 195469 when
both political parties in New York State included the
mentally handicapped as planks in their platforms. This
was included through the efforts of Mr, Fineson, Mr, Sager
and Mr., MeCarthy all of whom were not only engaged in
legal matters but were parents of retarded children &s well,
This was a major recognition of the problem and shaped the

69 Association for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "Planks for Mentally Retarded Included in

Platforms", news item in Our Ch%ldren's Voioe; New York
New York éol. 6, No, 3, iasue ep r<0ctober 1955,
Pe 8. OOio 2.
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future of the program for the mentally retarded in New
York State. Mr, deingold7° reports that the Liberal party
in New York State also included the mentally retarded in
its platform,

Mr. LevyTl chgerved an interest in providing
"something", 72
he studied the Commission for Handisapped Children's Project
for Parents of Mentally Retarded Children in Chicaso,

Illinois. Although, intended to reach families of preschool

as he referred to 1t, for the trainable waen

children who might be helped to enter scihiool, those who
actually came were parents of children classified as un-
educable. Mr. Levy Busgested that, "these parents are
drawn together and are likely to organize”,’d

This is almost identical to what happened in New
York City, for it was the parents who organized who lacked
any school or community program for their mentally retarded
children,

70 J?a:ph T. Weinsold, Annual Ra ort - Activities

\ p
York, New York, p. 1“.

Tl Joseph H, Levy, Parent Groups and Social
A‘emg'. 92' cit.. Pe 65.

T2 Jbid., p. 65.
73 Ibid., p. 65.
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“ith thn~ formatior of tie Assoclatlon, ti. parants
v*re to work in a united eoffort, Matiers of or.anization
and of parent 2ducation were the primary concerns durins
the first year, The first President, Julius Schwartz,
g2t the tome 1n thr {irst Lesue of the parents' newspap:»r
stating:

Greeting to our members and friendsi! It
is most gratifying to sez how the Assoclation
for tur lielp of Retardad Childr:n, Inc,, 1is

ing ~ not merely in the miz: of its mem~-
geri , but in 1its spirit and dotermination.
And there are guite a few indications that
others are takine full coznizance of this -
in the medical, educational, and even govern-
mental £i-1ds,. %

Mr. Sehwartz 4did comphasixe the followin,:

A word of caution, however! ‘fe must be
patiant and deliberate in the pursuit of our
objectives., Yo must not rush heradlong into
deep waters before we are certain that our
organization 1is sturdy enough and stable
enough to sse us thru any quest we undertake,
ne watter how awmbitious.

We must put genersl progress first on the
agenda, ahead of any personal consideratlons,
Eventually, it 1s our fervent hope that we
will Ye geared so as to sonsider individual
problems, eash in its own individual light.
But that will take time. 8o, in the meantime
la%'s all b2 guided by the famous phras~ of a
famous publ&c figure;

patience and fortitude"75

T4 Association for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "A Message from Our President”, news item
in Owr Children's Voice, New York, New York, Vol. 1, No, 1,

issue ) A s P 3, col, 2.
7™ Ibid., p. %, col. 2,
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The Association began to be recognized as a
group with a growing membership and a dedicated mission,

In susmary, the Association for the Help of
Retarded Children, Incorporated in New York State was
founded dy Mrs. Ann Greenberg. The directors of the
Association were chosen on January 19, 1949, This
Association was formally incorporated with the Secretary of
State on January 31, 1949, On October 16, 1956 the name of
the Association was changed to the New York Association
for Retarded Children and on March 7, 1962 was consolidated
into the New York State Association for Retarded Children,
Incorporated. Lawyers assisted in promoting the Association
net only through chapter activities but by seeking legis-
lative backing.

In 1951 Mr. Levy's observation concerning parents
of trainable children in Chicago was that these parents were
drawn together and were likely to organize., Such action
also took place in New York City as the Association grew in
strenth and influence,

2., The Aims of the Association for the

Help of Retarded Children,

Most of the early efforts of the Association

were devoted to watters of organization, informing the
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public about the identity of the Asscolation, identifying
the children to be served and determining the priorities of
service,

Through its own monthly newspaper, Qur Children's
Voice, which began with a special edition dated Marca 18,
19497 the Amsocistion was able to reach out to its many
parents and friends with information regarding the wentally
retarded. From the very first issue of the Association's
newspaper, the co-editor Joseph T. Weingold, himself the
parent of & mentally retarded child and a successful
lawyer, was to champion the cause of the mentally retarded
in New York State. From his position as co-editor of the
newspaper, Mr, Weingold became president of the Association
and later left a successful law practice to become the paid
Executive Director of the New York State Association for
Retarded Children, Incorporated, a position he continues to
hold at this time.

76 Association tor the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporttod, our cng*ggi 5 Voioe, special edition, issue
of March 1 This newspaper had a
aaslzngdxtsiJar u&m;lt 10, °°24°§§“‘ by Jansary 1952 as

y Josep . dcinso the artic Parengi
rdpeftc nd ¢ Prob Re

or , : 7’1"’ d Cl r orpgd 1950,
p. 6. In 195h over 11,000 copiel were sent out for each
issue which totaled four issues in 1953 consisting of
twelve pages per issue,
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In 195077 Mr. Weingold reported the aims of the
Association for the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated

to be as follows:

1. Make the public understand the problems
arising out of mental retardatien,

2. Demonstrate the nseds,

3. Make the public understand that it is
not only humane but good economica
to have a constructive program aimed
to ameliorate the conditions arising
out of mental retardation,

4, 8timulate research

S, Press for 1upltudn‘ation of exiasting
legislation,

6. Press r:;annw legislation, state and
r‘“ml PY

A significant event occurred in 1951,79 when
the Assoeiation, through the efforts of Mr, Weingold and
others received considerable recognition by having a
complete chapter devoted toc the mentally retarded in
The Four Killion: Report of the New York State Citizens!'
Cosmittee of One nundred for Children and Youth.30 mnis

TT Joseph T. Weingold groups and the
Problenm g kEEL &&Mtign. .9 » Do -
78 D, p. 6

79 Joseph T, Weingold, Re

ort from Executive

¥ p $
2N, "orporntad New !nrk, N-w York P. 2.

80 Samuel R, Milbank, Chairmsn, The Pour Million:
Report of the New York State Citizens' Coms
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report was basically a droad-phased description of the many
eomaunity services and programs that c¢ould serve all the
children of New York State. This publication contained many
of the recommendations that were destined to be implementsd
for the mentally retarded over the succeeding y=ars.

The president's wessage in September 195251 elearly
outlined the aims of the Association in the following words:

For there is much work to be done. One of
the primary tasks of the AHNC is to educate
the public and the community to the nature of
mental retardation and the prohlem it presents,
not only to the afflicted and their families,
but to0 society as a whole. The ultimate goal
of this educational process is the involvement
of the community and the authorities in the
furnishing of the facilities which are needed,

In order to demonstrate that facilities for
the retarded of all types, and of a wide range
of intelligence levels are workable we have or-
ganized our schools, our sccial groups, our
handicraft groups and are now planning our pro-
granm of industrial training for the older chil-
dren, which we hope, will be a stepping stone to
the sheltered workshop. In order to demonstrate
the need for and the great benefit to be derived
from clinical services, we have sponscored and are
supporting the Flower-Fifth Avenue and Brooklyn
Jewish Hospital clinics., It goes without sayinz
that we have been able t0 establish and continue
all of these projects, wost notably our schools
and elinics, only because of the enlightened gglp
and gonnro.ity of our wonderful donor groups.

81 Asscciation for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "President's Message", news item in Our

Children's VQicg, New York, New York, Vol. &, No. ¥, issue o
@ b of » po 2. 001. 1.
82 Ibid., p. 2, col. 1,
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In summary, the basic aims of the Asscclation were
to create an awareness about mental retardation and to
develop a program of services that would provide for the
retarded from the oradle to the grave., Many of the re-
commendations were contained in The Four Million: Report
of the New Y te C ens' Committee of One d

for Children and Youth.®3

3. Initial Steps of the Association to Implement Services.

on November 30, 195154 Mr, Weingold wrote to the
Commissioner of Education in New York State, In the con-
text of his letter were points regarding the need for
comounity training facilities for the mentally retarded.
This letter was the first of many pleces of correspondence
Mr. Weingold was to have with the Commissioner amd
menbers of his staff over & period of years, Through

83 Samuel R, Milbank, Op, Cit.

84 Joseph T. Weingold, Executive Director, Asso-
clation for the lielp of aatardna Children, Incorporated,
Pogigggl cEEQ!iE%nggagﬁ with Dr. Lewis wWilson, Commissioner

ucation, () tate Education Department, Albany,
New York, letter dated November 30, 1351, 1 p. Copy on
file in file No, 1, folder No. 1, Sureau’cor Mentally

Handicapped Children, New York State Education Department,
Albany, New York.
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Mr. Weingold's varicus positions as the Executive Direector
of the Associatien, a member of the Mental Health Seection
of the Citizens' Committes of One Lundred for Children
and Youth and then a member of the Advisory Committee to
the Mental lisslth Comsission 3tudy of MNental Retardation,

enabled  him

-he had-ampla—epportunity t0 make the views of the Asso-
clation known $0 many state and local officials.

his raidial

The body of, the letter is included here because
it provides a reference point for the ensuing developments.

In the light of what we have learned since
the inception of this Association and others
1ike us the county, I think it
would be fruitful to examine these facilities
and the philesophy dehind them and to begin
discussions for possible facilities in the
community.

I believe that your agency and the department
of Mental Hygiene are the two agencies uwost con-
cerned with wental retardation in this state
and I am proposing that a prelimimery discussion
be held betwesn representatives of your depart-
ment and the Department of Nental Hygiene with
the parents' assoclations on as high a level as
pessible, to see what this state can 4o to en-
large its community facilities for such training;
nor would we be the first as other states have al-
ready passed laws on this.

e should be glad %0 come to Albany lnytégu
at your convenience for such a conference.

On November 30, 195156 Mr. Weinzold also wrote

85 Ibid,, p. 1.

86 Joseph T. Weingold, Emecutive Director, Asscois-
tion for the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated, Perso-

nal Correspondence, with Dr, Francis J. Dely, Acting DIrector
DIvision Ef Papil ﬁerlonnel Services, New York State Education
Department, Albany, New York.
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Dr, Francis Daly, at that time Acting Director, Division
of Pupil Personnel Services, New York State Education
Department, lie attached copies of his letter to the
Commissioner of Education as well as a copy of ﬂkietter te the
Commissioner of the Department of Mental Hygiene. In cach
of the letters, Mr., Jeingold requested a meeting.

In Dr. Daly's letter, Mr. Weingold stated, "I
hope we can get together soon, as the preasures ars
wounting datly”.87 That there were pressures at this
time 1s easily cbserved by noting the number of parents
who were sesking infermation from the Association re-
garding schooling. A total of 421 parents nad sought
sdvice rezarding schooling from the Association by
February 1, 1951.88

Not all of the 421 parents whe inguired about
schooling necessarily wanted thelir chiidren enrolled in
community facilities in New York City. It is conceiveble
also that some were inguiring about private sciools or
contemplating transfer of their e¢hildren to another school

87 Ib’.do’ D. 10
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if the child was salready attending a class. Nevertneless,
the large number requesting advice regarding schooling
does furnish some basis for the preasure referred to by
Mr. dcingold, and consequently, for the need for schooling
for those children not attending school,

The planned proJjects of the Association wer:
revealed by Mr, Bugene J. Gramm, & parent of a retarded
child, co-editor with Mr. Weingold and Director of
Pub}éf Relations for the Association, On October 19,

1949 Mr, Gramm wrote to the Editor of The New York Times

expresaing the appreciation of the Association for a
comprehensive article that had appesared in the Septewber 4,
1949 issue of The New York Times. The letter by Mr. Gramm
pressnted a concise account of the plans for improved
wmedical, educational and vocational facilities being
considered by the Association,

The following extensive portion of the letter
11llustrates the feeling exprossed by Mr, Gramm both as a
parent of a mentally retarded child and Director of
Public Relatione for the Assocliatlion.

89 The letter by Mr, Eugene J. Gramm, Publi.
Relations Director, Associaticn for the Help of Retard=d
Children, Incorporsted, appearsd in the October 28, 1543

issue of The Now York %#‘ﬁ P. 22, col, 7, titled
"Mentally ; ren’,
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The very act of bringing together thre~
fanilies has proven to be a "therapy" of
inestimadle value, But, of course, our aims
are of wider scope than that. The complete
welfare of the retarded child, from cradle
to greve, is our concern., And public en-
lightenment is our concern, wWe must meke it
understood that mental retardation is simply
a bandicap, not necessarily hereditary, and
1iable to happen to anyone regardless of race,
e::or, creed, age, intelligence of parents,
ete,

The Association for the Help of Retarded Chil-
dren was chartered by New York State in Feb-
ruary of this year, Within these past few
months parents throntgout New York City and
other parts of the state have been flocking
to us by the hundreds, At our regular free
monthly weetings many recognized authorities
both in and outside the fleld of medicine
have addressed us, Public officials have
expressed their approval and encourgement,5C

In expressing his sentiments and those of the
Association, Mr. Gramm revealed ths expressed need of the
parents to speak with other parents who had all had to
face the sawe prodlems on a very immediate and personal
basis. Thus, Mr., Gremm expressed the need for a full
range ¢f activities for the mentally retarded whici would
encowpass the nseds of the children from birth until
death,

Professor Louils Rosenswelg, educational advisor
to the Association, discusmed "Long Range Planning” in
which he noted four points:

90 Idbid., p. 22, col. 7.
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1. The AiNRC 1is a service organization
but a group devoted to prove throuzh its
g:lot projecta that retarded children can

helped; 2. that 1t is up to the Associa-
tion to show the community how they should
and cculd take some of the r~aponsibility
for glving service to themse chilldren; 3. that
parents must consider the total problems con-
fronting this growing and suceessful organl-
gation and not Jjust their own immedlate ne-ds;
4, that the AHRC must avoid programming and
planning that would leave thewm ogin to cri-
ticism and posaible destruction.”

Professor Rosenswelg's emphasis was oa dzmonstrating
that pilot classes would confirm their usefulness to the
community in order that the community would in turn aceept
responsibility for the mentally retarded,

In summary, therefore, the Association, with the
help of their educational advisor, Professor Louis Rosan-
zwelg, set down the odjectives for the Association:
firstly, the establishment of pilot clamses tc demonstrate
their feasibility; secondly, public understanding of wental
retardation by demonstrating needs; thirdly, the stimulation
of public interest. The objectives of the Associlation were
therefors steps to lmpl-ment existing lezislation and to
concentrate on the formation of new state and fedsral

lezislation.

91 Association for the Lnlp of Retarded Chnildren,
Incorporated, "State Convention Suocessful", news $tew in
Our Children's Veice, New York, New York, Vol, 5, No, 3,

sue une s Po 3, s0d, 1,
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Through the leadership of Mr. weingold, the
probles of mental retardation was drought to the attentlion
of state and local educators. Perseverence and cooperation
of the Associatiocn with the Educatlon Departuent resulted in
the awareness that & lack of service existed for the
mentally retardsd. A number of projects was planned by
the Assoclation that resulted in services for the mentally
retarded from birth until death.

4. The Effects of Child Placement Difficulties

on the Developmwent of the Assoclation.

This section is concerned with the lack of child
placewent facilities and how it influenced the estedblishwent
of classes by the Association in New York City.

Mentally Retarded Children Not Attending School

The need for services 1z revesled by the number
of mentally retarded children in New York City that were
not attending school, These shildren were excluded or
exenpt from school on the basis of an examination and re-
coumendation by two paychiatrists, a psychiatrist and a
psychologist or a clinlc.ga

92 Article 65, Section 3028, Laws of New York State,
1950, No ohild could be nxcluded from school without an
established procedure developed by the New York State Zduca~
tion Departuent.
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It apparently is impossibl~ to discovrer pr-ooisely
how many childron wers -xempt., Govarmmental reports wore
unreliabls, partly bocause of difficult: in r .porting on
the local level and partly because of the abscnc~ of a
uniform policy with respeet to definition of the trainable,
Some statistics are available, although it is neceasary to
regard them with conaiderable skepticism,

A thorough investization revealed no avallabloe
figures on ~xemptions prior to 1950.93 Fizures howaver,
were avallable for the scheol year 1951-82 and each year
preceding the permissive lezislation of 1955. In 195% the
New York State Education Law was chang~d permittin: a
8chool systenm to met up spscial classes for the traineable
should it desirs to do so. Table I preasnts data to show
the yearly total number of sXxemptiocna that predated the
passaze of this permiasive legislation for the trainable.
Care must be cxereised in the interpretation aince not all
pupils with I.Q.'s dDelow fifty wers necessarily in the

93 Pricr to 15%0 in New York Stat: it was not
necessary that psycnologlical examinationa for aschool
exewption be complated by an approved psyshologist or
psychiatrist. Chapter T96 of the Laws of 1950 required
exapination by an approved psychologist or psychiatrist.
Therefor:, figures were available for the aciiool jear
1951-52 since the Education Department was also roquired
to keep a record of auch information.
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trainable category. All that 1s certain is that they were
not attending school because they were wmentally r-tarded
and that thelir needs could not be wmet in existing special
class prograus.
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Table I, -

New York State School Exemptions
1951«52 to0 195485,

e e e e e

School year Total
195152 589
195253 767
1953-54 842
195455 T92

o 955 1t feT Trom Lee how 1ng, Dimctm',
Joint Leglslative Committes to Dr. Franois Daly, Lir.ctor,
Divigion of Pupil Personnel Services, State Education
Department, Albany, New York, p. 2.
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The decrease of {ity exemptions during the school
year 1954.8% from the pravious ysar can be accounted for by
examining the Legislation of 19%4 pertaining to the mentally
retard~d. On March 11, 1958%% governor Dewey sizned into
law She firet legal provision in New York State for children
with I.Q.'s of less than fifty. Chapter 373 of the New York
State Laws of 1954 provided for a select number of experi-
mental classes for severely mentally retarded children,
These classes were orzanized and operated under the
direction of a research team, Five of the class:=g wer-
sgtablished in New York City and two additional classes
were sonducted in commniti:s outside New York City.93
This would acsount for the decrease in exemptions during the
school year 195455 ginee Dr, Johnson amd Dr, copobnnco%
indicated additional children were selected frox those
exompt from attendance in New York City snd the two
communities outside of New York City.

94 State of New York, Public Papers of Th E,
Dewey, Albany, New York, 1954, p. 63&

95 G. Orville Johnson and Rudolph J. Copoblanco,
"anﬂdenthl neenrch Report on Rnseamh Pr*o ezt on Sevemb

Ibany, New York, 1957, p. 2.
96 Ibg:, p. ab
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A further review of information reguested by tn:
Joint Legislative Committee”  rezarding the T92 exemptions
for the school year 13954-55, revealed that 551 children or
approximately seventy pergent of the total of 792 exemptlions
reported were for children with I,Q.'s below fifty.

That the ehildren with I1.Q.'s below fifty woere of
considerable concern t@ the Assocliation in 1752 is confirmed
by tshe following information from a memorandum by a high
official in the state descriding & weeting with Wr. Jeingold
where the following discussion transpired:

I (the high efficial) questioned Mr.
Vdngold a bit concarning the fact that they
seen $0 be concentrating the ir offorts oversuch
on the very low 1.Q. group, and not helping o
much as might be hoped uttﬁ the much larger
numbor of the mentally retarded with higher
1.Q.'s. lie admitted that their interest was
conrentrated to sowe degree, though not ~x-
clusively, on the forwmer g::up and said
tnat this was due %0 the t %hut there is
always nwore pressure from those who have no-
thing than frox thome who have something, no
matiter how unsatisfactory that "scmething”,
wight be. Furthermore, he pointed out that
of the 2000 cases known to the Help organi-
gation, over B80% were with I.Q.'s under 50.98

S7 ‘port of Information for Joint Lesislative
Committee O. mzm a terdation, Op. Cit., D. 3.

98 New York State Education Department, Documcnt
No, 4, memorandum from & high official in the New York State
!guc:iion Departeent, Albany, New York, dat-Q Januery 3, 1952,
pP. 2. (words in parenthesis are writsr'g). Copy on £1il. in
file No. 1, foldsr No. 1, Bureau for Mentally candicapp-d
ghillrnn, Kew York State Education Department, Albany, New
ork.
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This then was to be th:: main drive in providing
services for tie ratarded and although tn: educable mentally
retarded were to profit considerably, the {orce was to
enanate from the parcnts and friends of the trainabl.,
This would tend to furnish a basis for the emphasis on the
trainabla child and to account for the preasure mentioned
earlier by Mr, Jeingold in his latter of November 30, 1y51
so I, My.gg

Dr. Jomeph Wortis, M.D.,}° frow his position as
Birector of the Division of Pediatrie Psychiatry at the
Jewish Hospital of Brecklys furmishes inforsation about
the axtent of the problem of school exclusions., lHe
concludes after the clinic had proceased about 300 casesn
of the TO0 cases on the waiting list:

Unfortunately, our New York school system is
still foreed to opermate under the official bug-
a~boo of “educabllisy’ and the system saves too
mich money at the expense of these children
by the wholesale rejection ef nusbers of
children dth 1.Q.*'s under fifty.

It 18 questionable wheth r the scnool symtem was

99 8ee p. 50-51 of thesis.

100 Joseph Wortis, How to 8et Up a Artaraation
Clinic, Asseociation for the ﬁ%p of 5%&0& vallaren,
Incerporated, New Yok, New York, 19%3, 9 p.

101 Ibie,., p. 8.
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forc~d te operate as Dr, Wertls has indicated, but, be that
as it way, it did not provide sufficlently for the trainable
at shat time,

In sucmary, the infermation supplisd to the Jolint
Legislative Committee revealed that approximetely seventy
pereent of the total number of exclusions in New York
State were children with I.Q.'s below fifty., MNr, Weingold
supported these findings wihen he reveAled that over sighty
percant of the cases known o the Asseciation were children
witn 1,Q.'s under £ifgy. The findings were conclusive
enough to influence the Association 6o press for services
for the trainable.

The Ineffectivensss of the Institutionas

In 1950 Mr. Weingold toek the position that a
community prograw should be set up that would ‘obviate the
necensity for instituticnalization except In the cases of
the most severely retarded”. %2 e further stated that the
Ansoclation was Joined in this view by the “progreasive

men directing the State 8ch°¢15".103

102 Jomeph T, Weingold, Par-nts Groups and ti
Problem of Mengal Retardation, Op. CIE., p. 4.

103 Ibid., p. 4.
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The saction pertaining to the institutional pro-
zram that had bdeon written by Mr, Weingold in The Four
Miilion: Report of the New York State Citiz:na' Committ-~ of
One_iundred fer Children and Youth,'® indicated that the
institutional facilities were overcrowded and that avery efibrt
should be made to distinguish detween those who were in need
of custodial care and these who were trainabl:, Even if
parents degired institutiomal placement, there was a lack
of room, Professor Resensweizl®3 sstimated that institutional
provisions were available for only twenty to thirty percent
of the children with I.Q.'s below fifty, and that the
balance of the children were living at howe,

Professor Rmanmizm mnntﬁa his views re-
gardinz ingtitutions and the parents reaction to institu-~
tionalization of their ehildren in the following statem nts:

- 104 Samuel R. Milbank, The Four Millien; Op. Cit.,
p. 133.

“ort of 8 S:hool T’row .

105 Louis Ronenzm iz,
‘ na

P T o _ _
carpora ed, New York Nmt Ym'k Auguat 1952 2 p.
106 Ibid., p. 1.




DEVELOPMENT QF Tif ASSCCIATICON FOR RETARDED CHILDREN 64

Angther facet of this problem that has
escaped serdous consideration is that many
family groups find it emotionally impossibl:
to accept institutional care as an answer to
the problem of the low grade wental deficient,
Sowme of them refuse to do so becaus» of the
absence of clear~cut diagnoscs and prognoses;
some becaun~ they are not convincsed that this
csondition is irreversible, and some becaus:
the conditions prevalent in many institutions
are obnoxious to them, “hatever the reason,
sociaty is faced with a2 major mental health’
prodlem, Whole family groups are seriously
affected by the presence of a mentally retarded
child in theilr wmidst who 1s receiving no pro-
fessional help or trtint:gelnd who, as a result,
becomes an increasing fﬁ*o them and to the
sostety in which they live,

Ee then concluded

Thus soclety has two courses of action open
to it; to create sufficient institutional fa-
eilitiens for all such children and then to
make placement mandatory by law; or to make
public education facilities avallable to aild
this group if the parent is given free choiece.
Since the former is abhorrent and unrecalistic
in & free goclety, the latter seemg to be th
only loglcal and Peasidle course of amction,iVd

Therefore, through the parent sponsorsd classes,
the parents needs were met more adequately when servic s wer-
available in the community, since the parents were able to
get a clear sut diagnosis and prognosis if they were abls

107 Ibid., p. 1.
108 Ibid., p. 1.
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to obszrve the child in the home: Fuwrther, if tn: condi-
tion were reversible, harm would not ocecur Af the child
were howe, and the family unit could be maintained if

the child were lmpt home,

In a report submitted to the Mental bealth
Commission of New York State on Oetober 1, 1953, Dr. Fouracr»
reyortcdlog on howe visits to familios of wentally retarded
children within the New York C4ty ares, Visits had bzen
uade to parents of shirty-five sever:ly retarded children
enrolled in public school classes. Parents were also visitel
whose children were at home and weres not attending any
program, Significant findings related to the guestion of
institutionalisation were revealed. ® A1l parents in-
dicated that they were opposed to institutionalizmation, if
not o institutions themselves. A few said they had
inquired about private institutions and found them too

109 Ihuriae H. Fouraare, A Survey of Educational
28 ror C.i th Mental HFEiFaifion In New York

Commission, Albany, New

110 Ibid,., p. 12. (These comments concerning
institutiomalisasion are very critical and came under a
considerable smount of dlnaulnian during the November 4,

1953 H&etuL of the Aavu ; 3 of
Menta  4C LERC 2 QY i g Service, Alb
Few YbrE !-!é. The sanernl ooncennu: was that this had

been a ot study and indicat-d the necessity for further
studiang
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costly or had applind to a sectarian ac-ncy and boen
refus~d,

The overcrowding that oxisted in the stats schools
13 noticable in the following information frow the annual
reports of the Department of Mental Hyglene.,

There had been a steady increase in the number of
regident patients in th: inatitutions for the montally
retardad, In 1932111 theres were 11,439 resident patisnts
in the state schools. This was at a ratic of eighty-nins
per 100,000 of general population, The 1955112 gotal
of 22,834 resident patients in tho six state schools re-
presented 1458 per 100,000 of the genera) population,

Thus we find the population in th: state schools
nad doubled within twentyethroe years. ‘ith only one new
additiomal state school ocomstructed during the same

peried, 113

111 B8tate of New York, Department of Mental
Hygiene, ual July 1, 1931 - Juns 30, 1932,
Legislative Document 1933, Albany, New York, p. T72.
‘ 112 B8tate of New York, Departmsnt of M:ntal
Hygisne 5gg§%%85§2%g§§,April 1&57 - March 31, 1958,
Legislative n 9, Albany, New York, p. 115.

113 A comparison of the two reports revealed
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In writing about institutions Dr, Davies states
"the overerowding is intolerable. There are horrible old
buildings in some of the institutions that ougnt to be
roplaccé".lu

Not the least of the problewms that plagued the
institutions was the lack of training of the children
admitted.

In 1955
retarded attending institutions were attending special
classes within the institutions,

Mr. weinsoldus indieated in 1355 that no more
than ten pereent of all the mentally retarded were in insti-
tutions, These were costly to operate and would be unnecess &y
if community facilities were available. He also stated tnat
"leading socio-political thinkers are enunciating the
principle of the importance of preserving the community
way of 11.1‘0".117

115 only ten percent of those mentall:

115 Joseph T, wWeingold, Géve Them & Piir Chance;
Association for the lielp of Retarde en, orporated,
New York, New York, 1953, p. 5.

116 Joseph T. deingeld, Memorandum ln Support of
: Propesed Amendments to the Fducation and Mental Hygiene
f‘f"‘_ 3 \'A_“‘ 0 toe Mentally Retarded, Association for
Help ¢ starded Children, Incorpciated, New York, New
York, 1955, p. 3.

117 Ibid., p. 3.
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This was not th: vizw tak:n by the President of
the Board of Education in the Cit, N-w York, who wrote
Governg Harriman on April 185, 1955 stating:

The question of what can or should b done

for ehildren with a very low I.Q. 18 a v:ry
troublesome one and of'ten becomes confused by
reagon of emotional considerations. The parents
of such children, in wany instances, would liko
%o keep thenm at ﬁoue and have then attend the
local public school, Whereas the best interests
of all concernsd Oftae gictlt& that tho should
be ingtitutionalized,il

Intereatingly, this 1l tter was datod only thirteen
days before the Governor approved and signed into law
chapter 795 of tho Laws of 1955 wher:by tho education law
#ae amended in relation to the training of the: mentally
retarded,

Under this cChapter?® the public schools wers
permitted to operate special classecs for the tralnable
nentally retarded should the school officials dssire to do
50, This alpso afford~d financial aid for special class-s
commensurate with aid provided for othsr handicapping

conditions,

118 Charles H. Silver, President, Board of
Education of the City of New York, Personal C
with Governor Harpiman, letter datn

119 Por further information r.zardin; Chapter 795
of the laws of 1955 refer to Appendix 1.
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In summary, Professor Rosenzwelg and Dr. .avies
stated that institutions were overcrowded and inadequate.
Professor Rogenzw-1g in 1952 :stimetcd that institutional
provisions were available for only twenty to toirty pereent
of the children with I,Q.'s below fAfty, yet Mr. eingold
in 1955 indicated that no more than ten percont of all the
mentally retarded were in lngtitutions.

4ith institutional provisions avallable for enly
twenty to thirty percent and «ith Mr. Jeingold’s fijsurc of
less than ten pervent asctually in institutions, the re-
zaining nusber of children would have to be placed sisce-
where, Since private schools were too costly for wany,
this 1:ft parents with the burden of caring for their
tratnabls children at home.

This is why the Association attempted to indicate
the necessity of providing for these children on & local
level by poiuting out; firstly, it would be less expensive
for the state to maintain the children at howe; asccondly,
it would be better for the parents who-%ﬁgiot place thelr
child in an institution; and thirdly, it would maintain
the fawily way of life by keeping the family together.

The president of the HBoard of Hducation of the
City of New Yark did not sgree with the views of the Asso-
ciation. liowever the pressures from the Association
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convinced the 1l:zislaturs that these servicas w-re needed
and lecislators reacted by providing prrmissive lesislation.

5. Sumpary.

The Association for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated was started as a direct outgrowth of a motu.r's
plea for some type of community schoolin: for her wentall
retarded son. Pelitical partise in New York State included
the mentally retarded as planks in thedir political platforms,
The Association took the initiative to demonstratc that the
mentally retardsd could de helped, Plagued by a lack of
services for the mentally retarded, and observinz that
those children with I.Q, ‘s below fifty were without any
service, the Association decided t0 mowve on one front at
a tiwe, Therefore, they singled out the trainadble. After
founding clinics in New York City where the initial move~
ment began, they started to concentrate thelir efforts on
increasing their wemberehip and publicisiing the need for
assisting the retardqd,

The Association decided earldy in its developmnt
that 1¢ was not going to be a service organization, but
get out to prove through demonstration that the montall.
retarded can de holpad, Acting am a trail blaser or
pathfinder, the Association was cut to get governmental
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support for their programs which by implication would warrant
support.

They were encouraged in this regard by dim ctors
of state schools, who, to.ether sith leading socio~political
thinkers, were cmphasizing the dzairabilit of keeping
the family intact.

Examptions from school were numerous especiall -
in the number of children with 1.Q.°'s below {ifty. New
York City w4as reported as saving consid rabl: dollars
by excludinz a goodly number.

Institutional placement wvas not looked upon
favorably by parents and the largzest numbers of the
wentally retarded were in the community whers they rec:ived
no service, There were two courses open to rell ve the
situation: firstly, create wmore institutions or secondly,
make public education avallable in the communit. . The
president of the Board of Education of the New York Cit:
Public School Systenx was not in a;rrement uit. the
Association and progressive directors of the stat: schools
or leadinz social political thinkers, neverth:less, the
movenant was to be in the direction of servicrs 4in the
community,

Cumpter theed will drscribe tnc class & or;anized
by the Association i: New York Cit: to demonatrats tus
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feasibility of providing teaining on th- community level
for ehildren with I.Q.'s below fifty.



CHAPTER 11T
PILOT CLASSES XN NEW YORK CITY

This chapter will present various aapescts regardin.
a description of the first classces op rated by the Assocla~
tion In tue iew York C4ty ares,

A® the Association matured as an organizational
sroup, 1% began to provide direct services to traimable
mentally retarded childran, The establishwment of elinica
was a prorequistte for educationald pnm:lnz Bin - proper
diaznosis was desired,

After locating and disgnesing trainable children,
plans w~re drawn to grroees8 to the next desired objectiv.
that of 2stablishing training e¢lasses in the local commu-
niticse,

The following relevant ampects of th- developuwent
of these classes will be presented in the following order:
1. Objectives of the PAlot Classes; 2. Housing Facilities;
3. Numbers of Children and Classes; 4, Staffing; S, Hours
and lase Bizay 6, Selection of Pupils; 7. Financing the
School Prograwy 8. Operation of the Pilot Clusmes;

9. Bureaary.
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1. Cbjectivea of the Pilot Class:s.

120

Professor Ropenzu-ig cutlined the :oals and

purposes of the Association's achool program, stressing
four arwas. He vicwed the four arcas as comprising tic
soals and purposes on the part of the child, the peronts,
the schods and finally, the Association. These wer: as
followas

e m%oc%' the heppiness tuat 1
achieve results
from developing one's individual capa-
cities to thelr maximum and being
acoepted for what one 1s,
2. The Parents’
To see the child grow in seclf car:, in
selfl direction, in ability to wxieratand
the socisty around him and in ability to
participate and contribute to that soclety.
3. Tha pchool's
(s) To asd the child
%o achieve happincas through cone
structive use of his powers
to funetion as ef'fectively as
ible in group living
o dovelop as wuch independnce
as is conmsistent with his wellare
(b) Tc aid the parent
$0 resch an objective and sympathetic
appraisal of his child
to develop insight intc tiv child's
developmental pattern
h, AHRC'e
To atimulats public inter«st and support
in the education n{dw grade mentally
rotard d children,

120 Louis Rosenswelz, Report of School Progran,
Bp. Cit., p. 12, ’

121 Did., p. 12,
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In June 1952 the objective of th~ classes was

stated as simply "to demonstrate to ti- Doard of “ducation

that many younst:rs now exclud-d frow school are trainadble" .122

In 195*3123 the goals and ajims of the Association's
clagses were:

Goals: ¢o0 develop the child's compet:nce
in his enviremment and to the limit of
his Cmiuti-“'o

Aimes S¢ explore and develop & schoel pro-
gram to meet the needs of the sericusl:
retarded child -~ This 1lies we are
concerned with all aspec of such a

progran - intake, greuping, workin th
parents, matorials equipment, ate.ﬁ'gi
In susmary, the goals and aims of these pilot

clagsas were two-fold: firstly, one area ropresenting
those of the Asmociation; secondly, concentrated effort on
providing a dir-ct service %o the child, th- parsnts and
the Association, The other set of objectives . o those
concerned with the actusl funetioning of the training
prozram as related to the child's relationship to himsell and

to the group, and his participation in a learning situation,

122 Ibid., p. 12.

123 Jane Patterson, Director of 3pecial Clasacs,
Association for the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated,
ort of P.8., 84, Brooklyn and Jeshua School, Bronx, New

orK, reoruary » Po %,

124 Ibid., p. 3.
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2. Heousing Facilitl =,

On Ostober 18, 1951125 the first two centers
contedning classses spenscred by the Association for the
Help of Retarded Children, Incorporat:d werr opened, Ong
ocenter was lecated at the Young Men's and Young Women's
hebrow Association of Jashington Helghts, Port washington
Avenue and 178th Street 4n Manhattan. This aenxmr126
vas sef up to serve nantally retardsd children frow the
boroughs of Manhattan and the Rronx, PFive children
formed She nucleus of the g¢enter but dy November 1951 the
number had insreased to fuurtmen.la?

The sscond center opened on the same day, Cctober
1, 1951128 at the East New York Young Men's and Young
Joment's lebrew Associstion and served seventeen chilir:n
by Novesber, 1951, Theme classes sorved children raidin

125 Atsociution for the elp of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "Joshus School Opened™, news item in Our

%?&}dran'g Volce, New York, New York Vol. %, No. 5, issuc
p Ve vember 1951, p. 3, col, 2.

126 Joseph T. J/eingold, Annual Report fr
Exncutivw nﬁrwetor on actxvxtxeﬁ *ar ‘¥o3nc¥b of EE' AHRC
ALY ) 8l to Mar i 1, 1 70, Assoclation ror Ehe
p of Ratard -ﬁ?an, abed, New York, New York,

127 Our Childronts Vedee, “Joshua School Opened”,
Op. Cit., p. 3, col,

128 Qid., De 3’ col, 2.
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in the Brooklyn area.

Rapid oxpansion was noted by Mr. Weingold altur
November, By March 1, 195277
in each center, serving forty=-nine children altegether.

The space provided for the first class=s sponsorcd
and opersted by the Association did not prove to ba satis-
factory. Ascording to Professor Rosenmw:is:

Perhaps the greatest difficulsy in getting
the program started was the problem adzquat
gwa. The space had to b2 wsll located &n each

the beroughs, 1% had to be large enough to
accomedate three clasasrooms; it had to have
suitable v and toilet facilitiesy it had to
offer as few physical hazards as possibl ; it
had to be loaned space since the budget carricd
no proviaion fer rental, Of all these require«
wents, none but the last wore wet to the com-
plete satisfaction of the advisory committee,
The space lomnsd by the YMHA's in doth Brooklyn
and Manhattan offered many difficulties cmpo-
:ﬁl{asw an experimontal program of this

The quarters being used by the classes were only
temporary as Mr, Weingold stated:

there wer: three ¢laas o

129 Joseph T. Weingeld, w Februar, 1,
1 to ch 1, 1 wug Pe Ve

130 Louis Rosensweig, Report of Sehool Proarar,
Op. Cit., p. . ’
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At the end of last school year in June 1t
became evidant that we could not retain space
that we had at the washington Heizhts YM and
Y4AHA nor at the Eagt New York YM and Y. iA.

The latter had ziven up its auxiliary space
where we w:re housed and the forwert's bullding
wag being torm down by the Port of New York
Authority. It became necessary therefore to
seck new guarters., Space was obtained for the
Brogklyn unit at the Brownaville Community
Center $n the Brownsville Housing Projact,

3 reoms and a consultation room be given

%o us by ths Center for the hours between 9
and 2330, we were in borrowed space but
had to make best of 1t in the lizht of
budgetary csonsiderations which prevented us
from renting or buying. As & matter of fact,
a great attowpt was nmde t0 rent a house or
space, buisgu were unable to f£ind suitable
quarters.

Then one of the donor groups offered assistance.
Mr, Jeingold sald:

The problen of housing in the Bronx was
solved by the purchase of a dullding by the
Joshua Orphan Aid, After considarable s-arching
it was decided to purchase the bdullding at
2438 DeVoe Torrace, to which title was taken
by Joshua Orphan Ald in August and then leased
to us at & $1.00 a year. e however had to
raintain the building, pay taxes, oll, ctc. After
a conpiderable job of renovation that summ:r for
which the J Aid paid, we were ablz %0 open
with our 3 elasmes in °“§33'“ quartsrs which made a
congiderable differences.

131 Joseph T. eingold, 2

bt

132 JIbid., p. 18,
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On Sepssmber 8, 1952 the Association's classes in
the Broenx area re-opensd in the building purchased for tnc
Association by the Joshus Orphan Afd Soci~ty. Classes also
opened in the Brooklyn Center at the Brownsvill: Housing
Project Community Censer, 320 Blak: Avenue 133

Thes: quarters were more in keeping with th~ t.pe
of facilities recommended by the Associstion. A Projects
_H_l__l}_l_l_l;_l_l% was published in 1952 to ald members in setting
up their projects. This manual was revised in 1953 and
was used by chapters teo fermulats and implemsnt programs.
Many kinds of detailod information were available that
could b~ of immense assistance in pregramming,

The following type of gquarters was suggested in

the manual:

133 Association for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "AHRC Claspes Ra«Open”, news item &n Qur

g%n'g Vodce, Now York, New Yerk, Vel 4, No. 3, iSsuc of
L33 of P P 7, col. ﬁp

134 Joseph T. “ringeld, Projects Manual, Associa-
tion for the lelp of Retardud Childmn, Incorporat~d, New
York, New York, 1952, revissd 1953, 67 p.
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Bulldings
1. Location
definitely not in private how »
b) preferably in an cstablished
community center
(c) preferably not in a vacant
store building
2. Adeguate and suitabl-. toilat facilities
3. Adequate and suitable craatlonnl
facilitios for G {g A - preferably
first floor room

T™he specifications ror classrooms were as follows:

Rooma

1. Mintmum of twe room units i:ggnatnd for:
Group A - Rest rooms with or mats
Group B to E ~ Oscupational therapy and
indoor recreation.
Large, well-ventilated rooms about twice

ln- of the ordinary classroom or ;g

near this as possible. 1

3. Natural light must be provideal37

8t111 seeking suitable gquarters for the Hreoklyn
Center, Mr, Welingold wrote the Board of Education of the
City of New York requesting rooms in P.8, 42, Brooklyn.
The request was turned down since the Board of Zducation,

135 (The referred to w.r- based on chronoloe
zical age as well as mm 109 Group A was intended for
young childrﬁn of ;gel 5 (or 6) to 8, Group B - Children

ages S«12 Group .'D - Boys of delayed
mnturi:z iroa1 aroup E - éirls of delayed waturity 17-21.
ion taken frow p. 18 of Projects Manual noted
above, )
9 136 Joseph T. Weingold, Projects Manusl, Op. Cit.,
pa .

137 Ibid., p. 19.
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"d4d not want to set a pracedent and did not want to

take responsi. ility for e¢hildren over whom they have no

control".138

Indicating shat this was discrimination against
the mentally retarded, Mr. Weingold stated:

The reasoning, of couwrse, cannot be accepted,
bacause in the firat place, such a precndent
has already been asct for the cerebral palsy
children with retarded mental development in
P.8. 7, in Queens, where space was given te
C.P, and furtherwore, Sthere is in the very
school in which we wanted %0 have our olasses,
a2 Day Care Center for children over whom the
Board aof Rducation has no control. We would
have to look deeper for the rrason for refusal
and perhape 1t lisg in the facté that the Board
of Education is not sympathetic with the program
for the more geverely retimded and does not
to let us get a foothodd in the public school, 3%

Mr, Weingold foresaw the reluctance of the Board
of Educatien to involve itsel” ir housing shes- demonstratiom
classes in public scheol bulldings. This was the first
atteupt on the part of the Association te obtain space
#ithin a public school bullding for their classes.

Not only @i1d the Board of Education not want
the Asseciation to get a foothold in the schools but they
sought a way %o relieve themselves ©f the program for the

138 Joseph T. Weingold 1 Report - Mar:h 1
1958 %o rebrusry 25, 195%, OBy Clto, P TO- o
139 Ibid., p. 10,




PILOT CLASSES IN NE./ YORK CITY b2

traincbles opersted by th school system in New York City
since 1939-

In the fall of 1953°°° at the annual meeting of
th» gsuperintendents of schools held shortly alfter the
achools open in Septembar, Superintendent of 3chools
Prank O'Brien took up the matter of the efforts of soo~
sembers of the Board of Education to expand the claases for
the trainadl: op-rated by the New York City school system
with Dr. Charles Brind, Lagal Counsel of the New York
State Education Department. In 1953, thirty-one classecs
were in eperation in the public schools of New York cxty}41
when Dr. Brind returned from the Superintendents mseting
at Saranac, New York he wrote to Dr. O'Brisn stating:

Afger our conversation at Saranac, I had

occasion to 100k up the statute and find

that 1t i» 2 great deal more definite than

I shought 4t was, The statute and the Regu-

lations of the Commission:r of Education spe-
cifically prohibit a bomrd of education frow

carrying on instruction roiughildren who have
an ICQ‘ 01' f“ﬁy or bCIOWo

. 130c Arghur W. Peg;eé Chui:;ln, Decenmber tin
Adviag sxxittee On 1 tud Men af 16 1anc
g saviagey come e ooy

0. - Service, LIDAny, New York, lLecember
1953, p. 2.

141 OGerhart Sasnger, Op. Cit., p. 3.

142 Charlss A. Brind, Legal Counscl, Legal Divi-
sion, New York State Educafion Department, alban , New York,
Personal Correapondence with Dr, Prank J, O'Brien, Assoclat»

uper nden B, sducation, Uity of New
York, letter dated October 22, 1953, p, 1.
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After calling Dr. O'Brien's attention to the
section of the education law and Regulations of the
Commissioner of Education applicable to the mentally
retarded which in his opinion prohibited trainable chil-
dren frowm attending public school classes he said:

It 1s wy understanding that children with

an I.,Q. ef less than £ifty would come squarely
within the purview of this prohibition,

I might also add as a matter of general

interest that the Department's interest is that
boards of education are responsible for educa~
tional instruction and not for day care, action
on the part of a board of education in attempting
to look after wmental defectives would be cone
trary to department g:licy. In any event, if the
same 18 to be done, legislatien is necessary. I
anm quite sure that the Departwent would oppose,
for she S!F'°n' above noeted, legislation to such
etrect.l

According to Dr. Brind then, the tairty-one classes
being held in the New York City publiec school system were be-
ing operated illegally. This was a goed indication of what
the Education Department's stand was going to be in the
future regarding these classes. The reader will recall that
this was the same decision that had been reached by the
advisory committee earlier,

Dr, Brind's decision was challenged on January 6,
1954 by the lLegal and Legislative Committee of the Assccia-

tion fer the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated., In

143 Ivid., p. 2.
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a seven page dooum:nt citing the decision of th- Legal
Division the committee concludes with the following

statement:

It is thus indisputadbly clear that
neither in law nor in fact may a2 winor
be desmed within the interdiction of sub-
division 2 of Section 3208 of the Education
Law, if facilities for instruction suited
to nu capabilities are provided, nor is
there any prohibition in the hw of the
mhblhmmt of su gg.mnuzn by a
board of education.

In reference to the decision by Dr. Erind, Mr.
WHeingold wroter :

The Legal Comsittee of the ALRC wade a
therough study of the law and reached an
opposite conclusien in a searching report.
This was sent to the Counsel who stated
that his opinion has not changed., The conw
ucqwance- of such an opinion can be far

preventing the fermation of such
alauu school districts who may wish to
do 80 witheut state aid, But even more
important 1is this a reflection of the official
State smauwnmm attitude on traine-
able children.

sus Jacobs, Chairman of Legal and
Le tivc Cm ttee, Assoclation forr the Help of Retarded

n, Ineorporated, New York, New York, Correspond-~nce
uth $he %uﬂ.\m Dtrector, uimomphmd ’E'ﬁ"r"'&fe‘?d" ~
ANUAYY s Do

135 Je:aph T. Heinceld ' port = Aetlvitina

f """, : ) » an oppom ¢
New York, New rm, p. k. ! ’
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Thus further expansion of classes in New York
City and olaeuhareluﬁ was prevented under pudblic school
auspices., This emphasiszed the neod for the Association to
increase ite efforts ¢o expand the classcs in operation
and further to get theose classes in public school faci-
litien,

However, s second attempt at sccuring public school
housing ra11e41~7 when the parents of regular public school
ehildren opposed tha passage of & resolution to allow the
Associntion to use three vasant schoolrooms in P.S, 235, Brmk-

lyn. The resolution asking for appérval of the rooms had
been introduced by Mr. Arthur Levitt“a at th- request

146 Two classes for the trainable on Long Island
were also in operation as a part of the public school
pregran, Onec class was in Hauppauge and the other was at
Garden City. The class at Hauppauge was started in 1551 by
a mother of a retarded child as well as a teacher in the
school district. The class at Garden City was due to a
potition signed by eight families of retarded children.,

T Association for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "Parents of *Normal'! Children Protest Us- of
Publfic School Space by AHRC Classes", news item in Our

cm%n'g Voloe, New York, New York, Vol. 5, No. 47 Issue of
¢ 593, P 2, col, 2, ’

148 A strong advocate of the prograw for the men-
tally retarded in New York City. Later his influence was
felt throughout New York State. Mr, Levitt was a member of
the Board of Education from Brooklyn, New York. He then be-
cawe President of the Board and later Comptroller of the Stato
of New York, Duwring an interview with Mr, Levitt on Marci 3,
1967, he indicated it was hes who took the problem of lack of
services for the trainable to Governor Harrimen in March
1955 and pressed for the passa.- of permissive l:zislation,
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of the Agsociation after c¢learance by the Superintond: nt
of Schools in Neg York City, and read as followe:

Regolved, that the Board of Education
grants to the Association for the Halp of
Retarded Children permission to use four
rooms in Pudlic School 235, Brooklyn for
the teachinz and training of children of
low mental ability; provided, howevar,
that thare sghall be no axpense to the
Board of Education in connection with th
use of such premises, and tnat the said
Association for the Help of Retarded Chilile
dren agree to obsolve and saves haruless
ths Board of Education from any and all
11ability by reason of such use; and pro-
vided, further, that the Board of Education
may cancel the permi,ggon hersin granted
upon 30 days notice.

Rather than risk pressing the watt r and forein
the children into a hostile atmosphere, wembers of the
Association consulted with Mr, Levitt. On December 23,
1953150 M, Levitt meported that a survey was beiny made
with a view toward locating & school in the borou:nh of
Brooklyn in a climats that hopefully would be fri.ndly and
favorable to th- trainabl . The matt-r of rooms was held

over to the January 21, 1954 mec-ting of th~ Board of

149 New York City Board of Education, J 1 of
the gg?gg of Ed%§§!&°n5 Vol. 2, c¢overing the u;eﬁgﬁgi of
July 10, 53 ue enber 23, 1953, p. 3505,

150 1Ibid., p. 3830.
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Rducation when the following motion was approved:

The use of vacant rooms in & school
building to be herzalter designated was
amvﬁ in principle, the matter to de
further conaidered when a report is sube-
mitted by the Superintendant of Schools
as to a specific school building avail-
able for the purpese.liSl

A significant event occurred during the school
y2ar 198384 when public school space was spproved by
the Board of Rducation of the City of New York. A class
was granted space in P.3, 84, Broeklyu.lsa
Mr, vWeingold leoked upon this signal success as
follows:
Wwe have also demonstrated at P.B. 84 that
the children attending AHRC classes can b
part of a public school setting., Of course,
we have had the sympathetic help of Dr. Eliza-
beth OtDaly, the principal but the children
too, have made an Mgtgant econtribution to
public understanding, 15

The next borough of New York City to feal the

impact of classes for the trainable was Queens, At a

151 New York City Board of Education, J
the Board of Educ Veol. liocoveﬂng the n‘e‘l’%ﬂ%i

anuary N1, h , 1954, p, 288,

152 Joseph T, wWeingold, A 1 Report, March 1,
1953 to June 1, 1954, Op. Cit., p. S0

153 Ibid., p. 3.
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o in lizw York City, a re-

convention on Mayv 19, 195“1
solution was passed by the Queenaboro Federatlou of
Mothers! Clubs, Incorporutad.lSs This resolution, coples
of which w r: seat to Dr. William Jansen, Superintendent of
Schools, and to all wembers of the Board of Education,
~alled for pablic school space for class s to be opeorated
by the Association in Queens.

The acceptance of the children and parents of the
mentally retardad was now an accoppliah-d fact.

Pollowing discuasion dy the Board of Zducation

it was recommanded;

154 Assoriation for the Help of Rotard~d Children,
Incorporated, "Public School Spaces Asked for AHRC Queens
Classes”, news item in Our Children's Voice, New York,

New York, Vol, 6, %o, 2, 188 of 3une-JuT§’195&, pP. O,
¢nl., 1.

185 An affiliation of Methers' Clubs, Parante
teacher Asscciations and Parents' Organizations covering
th~ Borou:h of Queens,
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ese That the Board of Education p-rit
the Association for the Help of Reatarded
Children to ococupy four classrooms in
Public School T2, Queens, in accordance
with the conditions stipulat~a above with
the understanding that there will be no
coat to0 the Board of Edusation =xcept to
remove such existing fixed pupils' furnie
ture as may bo contained in th-e rooms dee
signated, that the rooms t0 bz used will
be designated by the Assistant Superinten~
dent; that the Board of Education will b:>
fully protected and insured to th: satis-
faction of the Law Secretary; that thc
occupancy of the rooms by the Association
be terwminable upon 60 days notice to vacate;
and that the operation of removing fixed
pupilst furniture from the deosigned, vacant
classrooms will be completed by the Buper-
intendant of Plant Operation and Maintenance
and that the operation of moving the Asso-
clation's furniture and equipment into
desiznated, vacant classrooms will b.. p o~
foresed by the Association subject to the
supervision and the satisfaction of the
Suacrtntendoggaar Piant Operation and
Maintenance,

On motion 237 ghe recomsendation permittin: the
Association for the Help of Retarded Children to occupy
four classrooms in ?,8, 72, Queens was approved.

On March 2, 195515a two classcs opened at P,8,72,
Queens under the auspices of the Association and notably

156 Indd., p. 4128,
157 Ibid., p. 4188,

158 Aspociation for the iHelp of Retard-d “hildroen,
Insorporated, "AHRC Classes Open in Quecns", news itsm 4in

Cur "hildren’'s Voi.~, New York, New York, Vel. 7, Neo., 1, imsu=»
of EEroE-ApFI% IQéS, p. 2, col, 2,
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with considarably less «ffort and groater accoptanc: than
the previous sttempt at Brooklyn, one year carlier,

The Aassociation, through a determined effort, nad
succeeded in waking its demands for classrooms in public
school buildings felt. This identification with school
buildings reinforced the ideas of the Azaociation that the
progran for trainablie children should be within the arca
of education, By seeking plscement for the classes in
public school builldings, at firxt with great difficulty
and later with comparatively less resistanc:, it became
increasingly wore apparsnt that the Association was
gaining strength.

In sumsary, 1951-52 saw the firet trainable
classes housed in two saparate areas. One senter providing
for the children of Manhattan and the Bronx was located in
the Bronx, The other center lecated in Brooklyn sarved
" that ares,

By 1952-53 three classes were operating at eacu
e=nt>r, The Association felt that these quarters wire
not satisfactory for such experimental classes and sought
other quarters.

By September 1952 the center in tih~ Bronx was
moved to 2 building purchased by the Joshus Ald Socisty
and leased to the Assocition. The Brooklyn unit moved to
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the Brownsvills Communlity Center in Brooklyn.

The Association continv-~d %o 3-r% nor ad guat
quarters. Claasroor space was requested in P.S, 42,
Brooklyn but the Board of Education rafuscd permission.
When unused classroor spece was requesated in P8, 235,
Brooklyn, parants of the rezular publiec school children
opposed the resolution,

Pinally, in the school year 1953-54 the Agsoclation
was suceessful in being sranted space in P.S, 84, Brooklyn.
In 1955 tn® wrmbers ser~ allowed the use of rooms in
.8, T2, Queens,

Thus, throuih perscveranc:, Classroom Bpacc was
srcured in th~ public schools of New York Uity and laid
the ground work for future cooperation b~twca the public
school syst:m and the Association.

Not only was success noted in housing but a
staunch supporter had been ~nlisted shen Mr, Arthur Levitt
1:nt his support to the prorram for the treinsbls, -

did this first in Ne: York City and later on a stat~ 1l-v-1
whan he alerted Governor Harriman to the pli nt of thnaee
children and press:d for the permissive 1-:islation of
1955,


http://syct.ro

PILOT CLASSES IN NEW YORK CITY
3. Numbers of Children and Clase-s.

Table II shows the gzrowth in claas~s and pupils
over a five year perdod 1951-52 to 1.54-55, This parti-
sular period of growth was chossn not only to show the
initial beginning number of classcs and pupils but alaso
to r=2flect the growth that took place prior to the
passaze of the parmissive legislation of 1458,
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Tabl: II,=-

Growth of ARC Clasers in New York Cit:
195182 to 195455,

Year Clasacs Pupilas
195152 6 49
1952-53 6 60
195354 T 71
195455 9 84

Josaph T, velngold, 1 Reporte {rom the Sxo-
cutiv: Director on Activities a roJoots of EEE Amsociation
b RS vl .
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In 1951 when the two conters bewan, the Bronx
centar had an anrollment of fourtecn children and the
Brooklyn ‘anter had s~vent:en., B Mar:h of 1452 the
enrollment had increased t0 thr:e classqs in each center,
containing a total anrollmnt of forty-ninc cnildren., 3B
1954-55 ther: was a total of eliihty-four ¢aildren attqondin;
nine classes in three centers in New York City.

The numbers of children attendingz class2s koapt
increasing as th: facilities improved and to- progranm
bagan to gain suppert., This increas: was rad: wors
siznificant when classroom gpace in public school buildings
+a8 grant~d by the Beard of Education of the City of New
York,

., Stafrin-,

This section will discuss the porsonnel implo--d
by the Assoclation to dirsct and staff its two schools for
trainabl- mentally retarded children.

Profesacr Rosenzweigl®d indicated that twelve
candidates wire intervi-wed as possibl-: t-achin~ candidat:s
durinz th~ tims that the children ~°>r- being soreen=d,

155 Louls Rosenswolz, Report of 8-hool Program,
Op. Cit., p. 3.
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Cf the t: lve, five t:achers J:re caose. and a sixti
t ach~r was added at & later date, OF the six teachars,
four had previous experiences with mrntally retarded
ehildren., One had previously becn smploycd as a nursery
school toacher of cerebral palsied children and one was 2
psycholozist., Only one of the aix lacked a college
degree,

On Septomber 1, 1952160 Mra, Patterson was
amploysd as director to adwminliater the Assoclation's li-u
York City's pilot classcs. ler dutl:s included satting
up and interpreting the program of training, supervising
teachers and h-1ping to carry out the educational joals
that had besn developed durdng the previous year.

The personnel of eaeh centaexr in 1552 consist d of
the following:

160 Asmociation for the lelp of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "Appointed Director of AHRC 8Schools”, news

1tom in Qur Children’s Volce, New York, New York, Vol, 4, No.
3, issus” O Septembor 1952, P. 1, col. 2.
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A.Toacner,lﬁl trained preferably sith :xperi:znce,

tauparamentally suit:d to tols t o of
teachinzg., Man for Group D (boys of d-~
layed maturit, 17-21)
B, At least one assaiatant - i ther; 1s :nough
money available
1., If & teachner-inetraining
a) in training for teachin; slow lzarners
b) {.mperawentall, suit-d
2. I a mothar, veluntssr work-r then
a) aerving regularly one day a week
b} without & ¢ in t.v cless
e) temperamentally sultcd
C.Custodian, rs n-cossary -
D.Lanches and cther servicas

Mra. Pattarson resigned as Diractor durin: the
sumsey of 195#.‘63 after gpending two years sith the
Aasociacion.

As of June 1, 195&16a there wer: geven teachers,
two speech therapists and four assistants amployed by
the Associastion. A ne-d was noted for & psrcholeoziat on

a part time basis in order to develop uniform psychological

1€1 il only a teasher 48 suc.estJ 4in th-
manual, it should be understood this manusl was to b: used
by the varicus chepters of the Associstion doth lar’ and
saall. Some would and indeed did only operate one clasa,
whil- oth'rs ran prograus consisting of manv lasars,

162 Jos:ph T, Jelngold, Proj cis (lanaal, Op. ©it.,

po 1?“'1')0

163 Aanociation “or the .delp of Retarded Children,
Incorporat 4, "AUW: Projects - Staff Chanwes", news item
in Qur Childrou's Volce, Ney York, New Vork

vol, 6, o, 3
iests oF Saptewber=Odtober, 1954, p. 10, col. 1. '

164 Josepn T, Welin-old ual Report - March 1,
1953 = June 1, 1954, Op. Ci%., p. sl fepo
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s:rvices.

Mrs. Julia M, Long was ¢mploy d as Dircctor for
September 1954 along ith two n-w teac..ors at the Joshua
School and one new t:acher at P.S, 84, Brooklyn.

A part tim: psychologist ~as add-d to the atafl
during the school ysar 195455, During this achool y-ar
the staff consistzd of a dir:ctor, nin: teacihinrs, six
nasistants and t..0 spcech therapists. A crosing ne-d «as
oxpreogsed for a social wwz-k,r.165

In susmary, staffin; these classes sas the r-s-
ponsibilit of th~ Association, In 1951 the six class-s
in th~ t70 cr:nters were staff:d with six teachuers, four of
whom had pr-vieus experiences with retardzd childr»n, ome
as a psvehologist and one had tauzsht nursery school
carebral palsizd children, Of the six only one la kzd 8
¢oll-zr degre,

By 195488 th~ ataff numbored one full time
direckbr, nin- tsachers, six assistants, ¥wo specch therapista,
a part time psycholegist and a need for a so:ial work r was
expre-gsed,

The staffing of the classes by t. .ssociation with
tzachers rath.r than para-professionals is noteworthy.

) 165 Jos:ph T. Weingold, ‘nnual Repert - Junc 1,
1"22‘&' -~ Ma;z 51. 1252. gnz CiEO’ po §o
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This 8't 2 prec-~dent that oth-r chapters of th- Association
40uld follow, thereby strengtiening the rol:» of :ducatilon
in tha developmant of class e.

%, Hours and Clasm Siz ,

In this s:ction the school hours of tne Assocla-
tion's classes will b: presanted,

The organization of the class:s 1n 1352 nad bren
suzgested as follows:

1. Time 8chedulc
(a) oroup A - (Young children of a8 5 (or €)
t0 £, SBuggested © .M, to 1 P.M,
including luncia
(b) Group B - D (Children a-:s 9=12) S estcd
9 A.M, %o 2'30 P, M. 1“01%1“{‘; lan h
(¢) Frequent changes in types of acti itiss
2. Luneh
2&} preferably hot - serv~d in achool, or
b) dbrought from howe
3. Class size 166
Preferably not to zx:c-edl 8 or 10

Navertheless, accordin: te Professor Rasaazwaig,lﬁ?
after considerinz a part time scheduls v2rsus a full tim
schedule th~ lat$er .as adopted and the hours of the
school day were established from 9:00 A M, to 3:00 P.M,

100 Joseph T. deingold, Projscts lanual, Op, Cit.

P. 20‘210
117 Louis Ros:nzuil;, Report of School Prozran,

Op, Cit., p. 4.
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However, due to borrowsd and shar-d housing, coupled with
transportation difrficultiss, th: school da - actually ran
from 9:30 A.M, to 2:30 P.M,

In 1954168 the class '8 w '~ reperted to be in
s-ssion from 9:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M, deil.. It .as also
reported tnat th~ clase~s w.r> in s ssion on th- same
days as too public school classes were in attendan:e,

The Association had establish~d a program cone
parable to a public school program thereby identifying it

as an educaticnal program,
6, Selection of Pupils.

The basli: sereening procedure and orit - ria for
selection and grouping for instruction were resolv: | at
two m@mtzngllég b the psychologists who did the testin;,
the educational advisors and the staff of v.. Association

w10 had assisted in devolopin’ the schools. Thee: me-tin o

167 Association for the Help of Retard. i Children,
Incorporatad, "Projccts for the Retarded Operated or Spon-
sored by Ahné center section in Our Childrents Volce

#
New Yark, New York, Vol, 4, No. 1, Twsue of March 1057,

p. 6-T.

169 Ann Greenberg, Secretary at mecting, Associa-
tion for the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporat~d, New
York, Nrw York, Minutem of Meeotineg on AHR” Clappes for
Retard 'd Childreh, Luzust 8, 1951, P. L.
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wer. arld on Auguat 2, 1951 and August 3, 1951 and fure
nish:d4 the bagic data for this s:ction.

At the meting of August 2, 1951, 1t was d-cid-d
that the cholce of childr:n was to be mad~ by professionals
who had contact with the children and by advisors to the
Asscciation in the ~ducational fleld, The Tirst policy
statement indicated!’’ that children would not be
admitted to classes sponsored by the Association unless
they wera firgt rejected by the Bureau of Child Guidanc
of the New York City Board of Education. According to
Mr, Weingold this ecourred all too frequentl.:

All 1. all, it can be aeen that our

exporionces with th> Board of Education

have been frustrating and not too pro-

ductive, I do not mention the Bureau of

Ch Guidance wher: a bottleneck 2xists

o ting and where there scems to be a

el y of exclusion rathsr thui sincre -~
to halp these children,

170 Ibid., p. 1.

1951 171b ien;phﬂ?. WQig%old, Annual Reﬁort - Februarg 1,
to o9 Po . 10 reau O 4
Gu%’im» 5 the New ?nr%} school syst'm is a sproial
sorvi-» devoted exclusively $0 assisting in proper school
placement. PFurther information about this s-rvi s may b-
obtain-d from an article prepared by Henry H. Drewry and stalf,
Buresu of Child Guidance, "Informatfion for Parents of Men-
tally Retarded Children in New York -ity", in the Amerdican

Journal of ggntai Detég%gncx, Vol. 57, No, 3, issu~
anuary s Do .
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At the August 2 meeting, Mr. Schneider,}T2

Director of the Westcheater School for Retarded Children,
said toilet training should not be considered as one of
the criteris for admission to the classes.
nns,Patcrs,173 one of the psychologists, staied
that of the twenty=-nine children she tested there were
only three she could not recommend. IHer criteria in-
cluded, toilet training, socialization, and the ability
to take care of oneself. She also recommended complete
physical examinations as well as testing by psychiatrists
to determine schisophrenia,
Professor Rosenzwelg indicated that the claases
sponsored by the Association:
thgh:::gd::n?:::agi%y;r:g‘:?:‘e or‘; agéogor
medical treatment of epileptisc or schizophrenic
igt:gr:c:r;g:gn;yzgze. medical treatment
This recommendation by Professcr Rosenzwelg {ormed

a part of the basic eriteria in that the primary handicap

3 172 Ann QGreenberg, Op, Cit., August 2, 1951,
p. 3.

173 Ibid., p. 4.
17“ &m.’ p. g.
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was to be mental retardation. Professor Rosonswel; also felt
that the child should at lzast "be abls to indicat~ his
toilet needs",1T?

Mrs. Gottlegen,l?s (paychologist) stressed
socialization and training along non-academic lincs, 8he
also mentioned wusic and rhythm as bein: very iluportant
in training the children,

Prof-ssor Rosenzweig suggested "taking children
who can bs taught in groups with & prozram to fit tho
ma jority of the ohildr-n rath-r than having each child
being taught som-thing =lse”.)T!

Meeting of August 8, 1951

At this meeting 178

first on the agenda and Professor Rosenzwei, drew a dis-

th: problem of speoch was

tinction between speech devrlopm:nt and spesch therapy.

175 mMn. p’ 3‘
176 Ibid., p. 3.
177 Ibid., p. 4.

178 Ann Greenbar@, Becretary at m-cting, Minutes
4 gychologist d Fdu- at:omz Ad

Hren, Tc EFBoraind New York, New York August 8, 1351




PILOT CLASSES IN NEJ YORK CITY 103

s member of the Association and
a wember of the Association's school board, indicated
that tho classes should serve two functions:

Firstly, servise the wembers by training their
childr:n and secondly, prove to the Board of Education of
the City of New York that this could be don:, He also
indicated that all grades of retardation should be
served, This resulted in a discussion after which it
was decid-d by Nr, wetncolﬁlao that the upper l:vel of
each age group would be selegted,

The f£inal selsction eriteria adopted by the

Association were as followss

179 Idbid., p. 2,
180 Ibid., p. 6.
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A, Mental
1. I.Q. Mangs @85-50
2, M.A, s Minimum for Group A, 2.0
b) Greups B to0 C -w approxi~
mately 3.0 to 7.6

1.Q. is merely one ef th: criteris used for
grouping, Other standards have been worked
out and will be codified.

B. Physisal

1. Must be abls to mak~ physical wants known
so taacher

2. Must be sble %o respond to toilet training
within a reasonable length of time

3. Must be able to avoid coumon dangers and

open windows, 2%c.)
4, Must b able to walk
%, Must be without handicaps

€. Soeial
Must be able within a ressonadl: length of
Lil: m;lﬁtzt?mtlg?miv« nflu-noe
This ssid Professor Rosenzw:1z,
lovels of instruction:
I. Sslf-cars - relation to m=lf
IX. Socialization - relating to other child .-

IIXI. Group uvlns lesrning to share; play and
wore togethar

Professor Rescnaw>1glf3 axplatned that these
thrre groups would not remain static since new adwmissions,

182 o mitted torse

181 Jomeph T. einzold, Projocts Manual, Op, Cit.
1953, PC w& ’

o1t 182 Lonin Rosensw~ig, Report of Scucol Prosram,
m‘ *.’ ’0 -

183 Ibid., p. 3.
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dropouts, promotions and conselidaticns wad~ for changes
in the units. He alsol®® stated that cach child upon ad-
mittance was to be evaluated on the basis of the following
items: Age, 1.Q. mental ags, performance age, performance
quotiant, projestive tests, social quoti-nt, social age,
teilet training, phywical defscts, apeech status, activity
status, relatednass, cooperation, rapport, and concentration,

Pollowing the tosting, index values w:re 8 t up
whereby the childrea c¢uld be ranked from the high~st to
the lowest. All acceptable cases wers armanged coaronclo-
gically and parents were notified about the status of
shedr children, This was followed by their plac.m nt in
Zroups. After reviawing the pomsibilities of chromelogical
aze, intelligence quotients, mental age, social age and
index values, the children were in fact grouped, "eccordin;
to their basis educational need”, 185

Screening had been 80 successful that when a
sumwer workshep was set up in the summer of 19541;5 by
Teachers Collage of Columbia University for teachers of

184 Ibid., p. 3.

185 Ibid., p. 3.

186 Joseph T. Weingold, Annual R-port, 1353-54,
o8, Ci8., ». 10, ’ <
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the trainable, most of the children who were in the project
came from the Association's olasses.

In summary, the criteria for the selection of
pupils for the Association's classes were developed into
three areas - menta, physical and social. Mentally the
cnild was to have an I,Q. range of twenty~-five to fifty.

Physically the child was to be ambulatory, able
to make his wants known, capable of tollet training, able
to avoid danger and be without multiple handicaps,

Sccially the child had to respond to group
situations and not dbe a disruptive influence in the
c¢lassroom,

Following the testing, thereby the child was
evaluated according to an index value, he was admitted for
training. The index value helped to rank the children
according to their capabilities. This was then folleowed
by grouping.

That the selection procedures nad been successful
was demonstrated when Teachers College of Columbia Univer=
sity whose to include most of the pupils from the classes
operated by the Association in a summer workshop for teachers
of the trainable in 1954,
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7. Pinaneing the Schooel Program,

The pu-entlw" of the ohildren were to shars in
th~ cost, omce the class~s were cstablished,

The question of financial assistance from to~
state was brought up during a weeting in Albany. This
weating was held on June 14, 1951,

Nr, Weingold reported the meeting as followss

On June I48h, I had a confer~nce with Mr,

of the State De ont of Education
#nd discussed the disirability of changing
the rezulations t0 reowove refarenc- to I1,%.
as had deen done in Ohio. His answ~r wms
that thess children with I,.G.'s under rifty,
are traditionally the emom of the Depart-
ment of Mental Hygiene.

The Education Departwent was resisting tin: att-upt
on the part of the Association to enlarge the sp.cial
class program to include pupils with I1,Q.'s below £ift. .

The notes of M, from June 1%, 1951

regarding the question of the elass s stat::

187 Association for the Help of Retarded Children,

Ine ted, "Plans Progress for Cooparative Class:s"
news item m’% Childrents Voice, New York, New York,
Voi. :, No. 4, 1ssue agus ptembor, 1950, p. 2,
coL, &,

188 Joseph T, Weingeld, Annual Rport - February 1,
1951 to Marcu 131952, Op, Cit., p. b.
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.e. 1t would bs unconatitutional to
give any stat: h-lp, ineluding trans or-
tation, to any one of thoa=» units wh
might be operated by a privat: group. Hﬂ
says that he got an =xpr> !B%on of opinion
on this from the Couns~l.

The d1: was cast, Counas=l in this cas:, the
lezal division of the Commissioner of Education had rul:d
that 1t would b~ uneonstitutional or illesgal to offer any
financial help to the Asspoeiation for the Help of Retardad
Children, Incorporated., Therefor:, any funds for pro-
srameing for the wentally retarded would have to be rats d
through privat- means, This aceentuated th: need for
1-zislation for Nr, Weingold also stated in his annual
report: 190

On January 2%, 1952 at a meeting with Dr.

4ilson Commission-r, Dept. of Fducation

Dr. Bigelow, Commissioner, Departm:nt of’ Mental
Hygd:ne, we agk>d as a minimum stat aid for
the New York City classes we have sstablished

%0 demonatrate: what can be done with theso
children and support for the legislation,19l

The support was not forthcoming. After failur:

189 New York Stase Education Departwmsnt, Docu=

ﬁ;% Ngi 2, £il» copy of a m:morsndum from a high ofTicial
ew York Stat: Education Departwm:nt describing a
conference with Mr, Jos<ph T. Weingold h~14 on June

1951, Op, g;t., 1p.

Josoph T, Jeingold, Annual Report, February 1,
1951 to mn 31,1952, Op, Cit., p.
191 Ib“l’ po 6'
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to get a legislative program pass:d in 1953, btw:lve oXperl-
mental class 8 wore approved for trainable children,
funded by the state durdng the 1954 1-;islation,?2

In August 1951293 a grant of $5,000 «as made to
the Association for the schocl program by the Joshua Orpnan
Aid, a philanthropic women's organiszation in New York Cit-.

However, the Association continued to cmphasiz-
that "the primary responsidbility rests with the stat~ to
provide ptat~ ald for this educntion.“lga

The f£irst indication of rates was tuiltion
s=t at fifty-five deollars a wmonth for children in the
full day classes and forty dollars a month for part tim-

students admitted in 8-ptember 1951,

195

192 Joseph T. deingold, Annual Report, Mareh 1,
1';‘2:'2.5 - J!m 1= 122 » g!: c’.t., pc mo

193 Association for the Help of Retard J Children,
Incorporatid, "Classes for Retard:d to be Started Soon",

news itewm 4n Children's Voice, N> York, New York, vol,
3, No. 3, 1:#3555?‘KE§EEE'19517‘31 2, col. 1.

194 Association for the Help of Retard-d Childr«n,
Incorporated, "Direct to You", editorial in Qur Children's
Voice, New York, New York, Vol. 3, No. 4, issue of Soptembor-
October, 1951, p. 7, col. 1,

19% Association for the Holp of Retarded Children,
Incorporsted, "AHRC Class s Open!" news item in Qur Childrant's
7olce, New York, New York, Vol., 3, No. i, issu of Sep-
Tembor-October 1951, p. 1, col. 2.
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The following ywar Mr, Joinaoldlge reported that
this had to be inecreased to sixty-saven dollars and fifty
cents a wonth based on units of eight puplls to » temcher,
along with costs for transportation, lunch and suppli-=s.
It was recognised that most of the parents would have
difficulty weeting this suition fizure, Thercfors, in
order to insure that tho children would not be d-nied
service because of a parent's inability to pay tuition,

2 scholarship e11gibility committes’”’ vas s:t up. Tuts
committoo, including a social worker, met up scholarship
oriteria. No applicant was refused assistance,

The guld:=lin:s for the proposed coats of the
classes were itemized ap follows:

196 Joseph T, Weingeld, Avnusl Repo:'t, Febriary 1,
1951 to Mareh 1, 1932, Op. Ci%., p. L.

197 Dk., p. 9.
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A. Minimum total costs to be wrt (per class)
1. personnal (for 10 um:h-)

a) teacher
b) aselstant parent or velunteexr
¢) custodian part time
d) matron spamnt)

2. bdbuilding alterat_ions$1000

3. equipment 500 (som: duplica~

tion in unit

3, 14es 200
!n initial 200
») maintenance 90

go mmnaﬂ ?

« Rent 4
7. Transportation ?

B, ays of wea=tinz cost
1. total paymwent by parents

3. individual scholarships for needy cascs- :
sereening should be by a socisl z«voz'lnmx-wEj

Success was noted in the fund raising of 1952
4h-n 1t was announced that as a Pesult of the publicity
being receivad By the Association, wany chain storss w-r-
permitting cein cans and posters to b« digplayed, The
chain stores had not Been cooperative th~ previous year,

There 1s no doubt that the Association for the

Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated was out to demonstra te

198 Jescph T, Weingold, Projects Manual, Op, Cit.,
p. 21-22.

199 Association for the Help of Retarded Chi}dmn,
Incorporated, "Statewide Pund Reising Projects Flanned”,

ness item in Chi#n'g Vo&oei Now York, N-w York,
Vol. 4, No. l%lm o b . P 11, col, 2.
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the effectiveness of the parent operated classes for the
trainable, VFurther, there is little doubt.the purpose was
not enly to demonstrate but also to get the program financed
by public funds:

The achievements of this pilonser effort
should be seen from the perspective of how
much farther advanced the AHRC (Assoeiation
for the Help of Retarded Children) is toward
the geal of creating community schools that
can bDe utilized %0 prove the thesis that low
grade mentally retarded children can benefit
from sush care and instruction and that the
benefits are valuable enauggote merit publie
support and subsidisation,

In 1954 the fees wers lissed as follows:

Five dollars for initial testing. If
accepted, the tultion is fifty dollars per
month plus seventaen fifty per wmonth for
transportation. These are the maximum fe:s,
The Association provides scholarships when
needed, upon confirmation by a case worker
and the scholarship committee, No child 1s
refused service because of inadbility to pay
within the limits of the Associmtion funds,20l

ot 200 5Louia Rosengwelg, Report of School Program,
mg (¥ ] po .

201 Joseph T, Weingold, ;géormation en Services
and Activites, Association for the € n,

Yncorporatad, New Yerk, MNew York, 1995, p. 2.
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On January 22, 1355208 the Board ef Governors of
the Association of New York State Young Republican Clubs,
Incoryorltuq,-dopted & resolution that was adepted unani-
mously, urging that th: Governer and each member of the
Legislature support the program for the meatally rstarded
advocated by the Association. Among the items dDeing
supported was;

A provision for daytime sducation and

transportation for meatally retarded chil-
dren with intelligense quotients under rifty.
An increas: of atate aid for cgnslun for
the handicapped from $800,.00 $o $1800,00
and a differential of of $480,00 per
year for teacher classes for handi-
capped children,
On March 19, 1955 Mr. Weingold sent the following

telegram €0 Governor Harrimans

202 Association of New York State Young Repub-
1ican Clubs, Incorporated, lnaa;%t%ig adgg%gg by She
Board of Go of the Assoc 0F New Yor te
b 4 !EEEF§§§%§ aiubli Incorporated, New York, New York

oung
at a meeting held in Albsny, New York on Janmuary 22 1955
et the DeWitt Clinton Hotel, 1 p. ’

203 Ibid,,lp.
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Urging passage on behalf of 21 chepters
of A throughou$ She 8tate « Pinancial fwpli-
eations less than 104 in institutions.

“ost of wmaintining a child in an institu-

ticn about $1,200 a year or $1,800,000 for
new school being built at west 8eneca, The
15,000,000 for capital construction
1,500,600 for one year's care will provide a
state ald program for ten times that number
of children in the commmity for ten years.204

To summarise, the parents sharsd the cost of tne
school program, Lezal cousel for the New Yori State
Education Department ruled that it was uncomstitutiomal for
the atats $0 offer any assistance t0 the Assscoiation in
the form of funds.

Contridutions frow organizations and fund ralsing
drives, as well as domations of interestad bBusinoss men,
helped supplement the needed capital. Volunteer clerical
gservices were encoursgsd and parental aid and assistanc-
from public spirited individuals were always welcomed,

No ehild, 1f eligidle, was denied adwission to a class
because of financial inablility of his parents,

It can be seen that finaneing the educational ope-
ration of the classes continu:d to be the responsibility of
the parents of the childran in the clamses. The difficulty

of financing the classes led the Associstion to increase

204 Joseph T, Welngold, Westorn Uﬁégn 2@1«5ram to
Governor Harriman, Albany, New Yor

&
1 p. Copy on 4l '1n.r113'uo. 1 roidar No. 1, Bureau for
Mentally Handicapped Children, State Education Departwent,
Albany, New York,
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the prossure on the state to finance the program,

8. Operation of the Pilot Classses,

A report prepared by Louis Mamaigm govar G

tae first year's operation ending June 1952, This report
fwrnishes Cic basic data for the first part of this
section, This will b~ follow:d by a report of a work-play
progmwmé tiat was in operation chiefly in one class
during the following two yaars., Pinally there will be
a report covering the rogular apocial class program,
Professor Rosenswelg®O! raported that the first
year of the operation of the classes was one of exploration
and discovery since no precedent existed for the prozram.

Curriculum

Professor ﬁoaenswiggoa atated that teachers w.re

205 Louis Rosenzwelg, R:port on 8cnool Pro;rau,
22: Cit., p. 1.90

2068 Dorothy Claverdon and Louis
rlr.vrk-?lav Pm 31'“ for tbe m.imbla Ment

207 Louls Ros-nmw:1is, Re
Op., Cit,., p. 1.

208 Ibid., p. 4,
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given complete frecdom to develop a program during the first
year of operation. They drew upon their own previous
experienc~s and creative abilities, The methods were
largely those 2mployed by early childhood csducators and

were consistent with the mental ageqs of the pupils,
Curriculum areas w-r~ developed around such arecas of
gself-care as dressing, cating and elimination. Childrn
were Saught %o respond to their own names and to recoznize
the names of cthers. They were also taught to recognize
their own belongings and execute simple commends. Free
expression within reason was practic-d and group games w-re
attempted. OCrowth was noted in the ability of some of th-
pupils teo participate in group games. The technique of
wusic and rhythes was utilized ss an instructional device.
Art and oraft work almo added to the activities explored during
the year,

Teacher Aides

Difficulties, asccording to Professor Rnnansweig,aog
were experienced with the use of teacher assistants or
teacher stdos. The mjor problem experilenced during the

209 Ibid., p. 4.
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beginning of the sghool year 1951-52 was due to parental
assigtance. The Brooklyn Center as w:ll as the Bronx
Center found th. practice of using parents ap assistants
in the classrooms unsatisfactory.21C Later in the year
teachers-in-training from Brooklyn Colloge and New York
University were used. This arrangement proved to be much
more satisfactory and offered possibilities for future
planning,

idome and School Relationships.

A worthwhile by-product of the closeness of the

parents to the mmn‘n

the part of the parents of the growth of the children.

The parents alse asquired various skills and therefore

were able to assist at home in this growth, liomes of

the parents wer: visited by the staff and group meetings
wer: held in school, at which time parents and teachers
hadan oppeortunity to discuss mutual problems. This proved
to be 80 successful 4t was de~wed advisgable to conSinue this
practice in the future.

was & greater understanding on

210 Ibid., p. 5.
211 I»id,, p. 5.
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Clinical Evaluations

During the school year 1951-52 Professor
annanlunii'l’luoﬁad an obvious lack of medical and psy-
chiatric infermation. He eonsidered it important to
have this information for developing individualized programs
for the shildren as well as for comparing the growth of the
ehildren during the year. Clinics that had also been
established by the Association assisted in this and a
prograw was started whereby the children reeéived complete
examinations and evaluations,

The succoss of the £irst year's efforts were
phenowmenal as demonstratad by the following inforwation,

A summary of individual growth indicated
that: the averag> child at the beginning of
the school year had attained the age of one
yoar amd eleven months in Manuary Dexterity, (sic)
one year and o2leven months in Fmotional Devew
lopment, two years and six wonths in Toilet
Developuent, two years in Fating Development,
two years and ons month in Dressing Develop-
ment, one year and aight months in Speech Deve-
lopment, one yvear and eight months in Play
Development, and one year and five months in
Aesthetic Development. Thus She Developmental
Age of the Average Child at the beginning of

the school year was one year and eleven nontht.alB

212 Ibid,, p. 6.
213 Ibid., p. 6.
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At the end of the school year the averaze child
nad attained the following:

The age of two years and seven montus in
Manual Dexterity, tuo years and ton wonths
in Epotional Development, three years and
two months in toilet Developmont, two years
and ten months in Bating Developmcent, two
years and ton months in Dressing Davelopment,
two years and three months in Speech Develop~
ment, two yaars and five months in Play De-
veloponent, and two yzars and four wmonths in
Aegthetic Development, Thus, the Developmcnteal
Age of She Aversge Child at the end of the school
year wag two years and -ight months., This rep=-
regents an overall gain of nine months in a
nine wonth peried Sime. An interesting
aspect shat should be noted is that tu: sclool
s2omed $0 have guocesded 4n raising the Deve~
lopmental Age of She Average Child to his
Mental m - Both being two years and eight
months.

The cohrenological age range of the group con~
sisted of ehildren from five years-one month to fifteen
yvears-four wonths. The average ohild was s ven yesrn-
eleven months old, This was a considerabl: gain (a deve-
lopmental ;ge"am of nine months ir a nine mwonth period)
when one realizses the average Intelligence Quotient of the
childreon was Shirty-eight. The lowest 1.Q. ~as twanty~
five and the highest was fifty-two,

Unfortunately Profeassor Ros:nswzi; did not nhave

214 Ibid., p. 7.
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a control group so that we could have a comparison of the
zrowth or lack of growth of the control group, nor did he
continue the study for an additional yrar, If he had
done 80 1t is probable that the growth during the second
year would not have been as large,

Nevertholess, the following achievements in

programeing were noteds;

1.

2,
3.

&,
Be
6.
5
9.
10.

The development of a screening and testing

progran
A wethod of selecting pupils,
A cooperative vengure between the schools
and clinics,
Development of an individual evaluation form,
Egtablishment of qualifications of teachers
and .mwum .
Development of a program of student assistants.
Begirmings of a parent training prograw.
Establishment of 3 weans $0 group children,
Policy established regarding housing.
Organization of a transportation system,2l5

216

Mr. Veingold  stated the succoss of Professor
Rosensweig's report as follows:

215 Ibid,, p. 5-6.
216 Joseph T. Weingold, Annual) Report, Marcn 1,

1952 to Februar; 28, 1953, Op. Cit,, p. 15,
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“hat we had done the year before was tled
tosether by Profassor Louls Rosenz+ i1, our
FEducational Consultant for the jear ending
June 1952, in a report shich is xtron: 1,
cowpl=te and indicates very positive rosults.
.ithout in any w<ay emphsatzing I.Q., but
basing results on the d-ov.-lopm:ntal age of
th= ehildren, his report demonstrates that
tr: aversg~ developmental growth of tie
children in the 1R clasa:s for th yvear
September 1951 to June 1952 was : montns
durinz a chronological p:riod of » months.
This frow children whogse averagze rat. of
d>vrlopun-nt according to th-ir int~llizence
quotient should have besn about onve
third, This report incid:ntally has beon
distributed tshroughout the sountry and we
nave had calls from it frow many nduaatora.217

As can be seen th~ idssociation was conductin” a
scnool program utilizing an educator as a consultant. The
cuplce of the consultant was wis-, for Professor Ros:nz. ij
nad been with the New York City school system as a teacher
and as a suprrvisor of the wentally retarded, /Jitn this
‘ducaticonal experi-ncs Prof~ssor Ros:nzw-il; was a valuabl
assct i+ tiic ar:a of training pupils with I,D.*s below
i Bk A

The following school year 1952-5321: the Pla;

217 Ibid., p. 1.,

218 Joseph T. e1inzold, innual Roport, la<c 1
1982 to rebruary 28, 1983, Op., Citl, p. 1.
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Schools Aauociasionalg was ongaged as 8 consultant in
developing a program suit:d to the ne:ds of the cihdldren,
As m-ationed :arlier, part of the baslc wat:rlals for this
s:ction of the op-ration of the centers was drawn from a
roport of the work-play program develop~d by Dorothy
Cl:verden and Louis E, Rb:en:w;ig.azo

The role of the consultant (Cleverdon) changed
from ;> neral consultant of both centers, Brooklyn and
the Bronx, to consultant at the Bronx Center. She sp nt
the last five months of the school year 1552-53 and thn
school y-ar 1953«54 with the director of the school prozramand
onc class. Out of this evolved a muggest:d curriculum, a
suggest 4 list of equipment and suppliss for a unit of frow
t:n to twelve puplils and a suggested program of daily
activiti-s,

The following conclusions are drawn fom the project:

213 The Play Schools Association is a national
none-profit organisation that began as a committee of th-
child study Assoclation, In 1939 it incorporated as a
scparat. national a;:noy. The purpose of the Play School is
to reinforce famils 1ife, It can readily be obamerv~d how
~ffectively this program articulated with the d-si- s of
Prof-seor Rogpenswelg to involve th parents more activel:
in the scheol program.

220 Derothy Cl-verdon and Louis Rosenzwel;s,
ms c&!., p. 56"700
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1. A developmental (not remedial) worke-play pro.ran
gstimulat 8 th: retard:d child to dramatic
expreasion and e “playing with sowsbody®
eind of plaey,

2. What to expect from the retardod _hild 1is
relat:d o his wental a;. and semotional
waturity rather than to his chronological

Bge.

3. The retarded ¢hild must be inducted into roup
play gradually and mat rials should b:
introdueed one at a time,

R. Materials and equipwent wust be specially
adapted to meet the rotardates' larger
physical sisz and low:r mental age.

5. Special instruction in how to play must b:
part of the work-play program, (The avorage
¢hild has wuoh less need of such instruction
since his chool experisnces have
includ~d p

6. Extensive mwt&tim of play and trip
2XPprriences are manda

7. Much teacher-prepered games and songs have to
be wade bacause of the unusual needs of

8, humnmlmnw sental daficlents n =d
to ba orisubed to the learning possibilitiss
inherent in a work-play o,

9, The "“I:rr must learn howt ngsem s.zlwulved

in p a participant and counsclor,
10, Skills and itt:l‘wdu devaloped in a worke
play program are maintain:d. (The children,
after s summer vaoation, bm;an at the l-val
th:y had re m at the erd of tig provious
school ysar .‘;

The close asaoeiation with the work«play prozram
“as profitadle for the teachsrs not dirsctly involw d in

221 Ibid,., p. 61«62,
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the work-play program for they had an opportunity for
inegarvice training.
The curriculum for both centers, in 1985k ,222
wish the exoception of the work-play program, <as bas:d on
what She child would do after he left school, The pr:-
paration of $he children within the eonfines of the school,
strossed currdoulum that would prepare the pupil for
sh:ltered workshop employmens, public school placemont or for
later cussodial care.
M, Weingold indicated that this enphasis in
prozramaing was sucesssful by stating:
The AHRC scheol program has shown that nany
Yo pUblic 8chool Dregram can atvain this zoal
Af they recoive early group experiencss and

training. They fail to meet standards because o4
of dsprivation, not decause of lack of ablliti:s.

Mr, uun:ou”“ indicated that further succ:ss in
she school program was notisable in she handreds of appli~
cations still to be proceoss~»d and in the long walting lists

that clearly attested to the demand for classcs.

222 Jane Patterson, Op, Cit., p. 3.

223 Joarcph T, “eingold, Annual Report, March 1,
1953-June 1, 1954, Op. C3%., p. 13

224 1Ibid., p. 2.

L 4
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In September 1954,%25 nine students of the AURC
claps-s in New York City wer: admitted to sp-:cial clams s
for the montally retarded operated by the New York City
public school system, MNr, Weingold lookel upon this as a
siznificant event by statings

Three years ago these children were dzemad
"uneducable" by the CRMD (Children with Retard i
Mental Devalopment) Bureau for reasons of smotional
or mental immaturi lack of socinl adaptability,
and unconstructive attitudes, Attendance of from
on? t0 three years at She AHRC pilot class<s haa
anabled then to reach the point where they meet
the standards required by the Public School system
for attendance in specinl classes for the w:ntally
retarded.

Thousands of mentally retarded childron are
excluded from sp:cial clamess in public schocls
becaus: they have been deprived of early zgroup
experienses and training., Our program cleoarly
showas that many of these can meet the standards
of special class»n A€ they rec:ive such ¢raining,

Actually, this net grounded in fact, for 1t is
conceivabl: that som- of th~ pupils wmizght nav: been admitt-d

220

to the public school classcs given sufficisnt time for wa-
turation to take place, Nevertheless, th- vory fact that
the pupils had attend=»d the school program offered by the

225 Association for the Help of Retarded Cnildren,
Incorporated, "Nine 'Graduate' from AHRC Class s”, news item

i: Ch n's Voice No;gggrk, New York, Volz 6, No. 3,
sue >ptomba r p. 10, col, 2, (words in
parenthanis are writer's), ’ ’ ’

226 Ibid,, p. 10, col. 2,



PILOT CLASSES IN NEW YORK CITY 126

Association and then were accepted by the New York Cit:
public school system for placement in their classes
ehowed the cooperative spirit that was daveloping with re-
gsard to the classes operated by the Association,
On Pebruary 28, 1955227 Prof-ssor Ros-nzwely
wrote identical letters to both Governmor Harriman and
Jonathan Bingham, Secretary of the Governor, atating:
During the past three years I have carriasd
on a rescarch program in the area of the
traimabl» mentally retarded ohild, a report of
which was published in the Cotober, 1 issue
of the American Journal of Mental Deficlency,
This research has confirm=d the thesis that
such children can profit frgu an 24ucational
program in the community .22

Seoretary Bingham®25 sag obviously impressed by

Profegsor Rosenaweig's latter for he replied;

227 Louis E, Roscnzwelg, Deputy Chairman, Depart-
m:nt of Edaoatiem Brooklyn cou "ge, Brooklyn, New York,
Cerrespondence with Jovernor iarrimen and Seorotary Bingham,

2 D. ®=&ch,

m M‘

229 Jonathan B, Bingham, Seeretary to Governor
sarriman, Executive Chawbers, Albany, New York, Correspone-
denc "ifn Louls . Rogenmwrig, 1-ttar dat:d MArch 3 {055,

P.
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Thank you for your extremely thoughtful
and informative letter of February 28 wnion
I have read with great care.
I find that sowe of the letters we recelve
on the subject of the bills you are interested
in, present the problem in so oversimplified
a uay that they do not carry much weight.
However your letter was of quite & different
character,
This weight was to be felt in the form of the
permissive legislation that permitted school systems to
operate special classes for the trainable should they

desire to do B0,
Regulations

When the permissive legislation for the trainable
was passed in 1955, vagulatxanuﬁsl were drawn up by the
Education Department to accompany the law. The regulations
became the Amendment to Artiecle XXIII, Section 186 Train-
able Mentally Retarded Children and Amendment to Article XV,
Section 131 Certificates valid for teaching common branch
subjects. These regulations were submitted to the Beard

230 Ipid., 1 p.

231 New York State Eduoation Depnrtment, Albany,
New York, Regu of the G lgsio of B i
May 27, 1955 mimeograp '
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of Regentnasa to implemont the Education Law. Once thoy
were approved by the Regents, state controlled classcs

beoame an accouplished fact,
MBr. Veingold anticipated the need for regulations

and offersd to assist in developing them as evidencod by
the following letter;2S3

232 Harlan Hoys Horner in E tion in New York Sttt

1784+1 New York State Education nt, any, New
York, s P 23, describes She Board of Regents as follows:
_ The lLegislature has eonferred a rather unique
authority on such Boerd, which has bean consistently sus-
tained by the sourts, to »maet rules and regulations wilch
have the ferce of law. Negen$s have power under this grant
to enact rules in respect to any matter under their juris~
diction. The Commimpioner of Education has the power teo
ensct regulations whish however, must be approved by the
Beoard of Regents., Two volumes are publish:& by the Depart-
ment, one known as the Rules of the Board of Regents and
the othexr as th: Regulaticns of ths Commissioner of Educa~
tion, Both of these wust be read together with the provisiors
of the Education law 1its2lf 1f one is t9o :ncompass the whols
bo:z‘:f the statutory control of the stat: aystem of edu-
oA .

233 Joseph T, Weingold, Personal Corregpondence,
#ith Dr, Lewisg Wilson, Commissionor of Zducatlon, dated
May 3, 19%5, 1 p.
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May 3, 1955

Dr, Lewis Wilson
Commigsioner of Education
State Department of Education
Aldany, New York

Dear Dr, Wilson:

I am sure you agree that the sucooss of now Section 4408
of the Education Law, relative to special clasaes for
mentally retarded children wish I1.Q.'s under 50, will dee
pend in a great measure on the regulations you will fore
mulate for the setting up and conduct of such classes,

In my travels around the state in the last fow days and
conversations with a considerable number of superintens
dents of local school districts, many questions wqre askcd
conece such regulations, to all of which I replied that
they are the process of ﬁaw considered. I di4d so on
the basis of your April 1igh letter.

Je also fzel that the experiences of the Association, and
professionals engaged in the Ssaching ficld, capecially on
2 higher edusatiomal lavel, should be utilizsd in the pre-
paratien of these rezulations,

We respeetfully request, therefore, that we and othera be
involved in the planning and drawing of such rezgulations.

I hope that this will b  done immediat: ly, because I mow
a numb.r of school districts wish to imploment this law
without d‘hyo
Sinserely yours,
sgd. Joseph T. Weingold

Joseph T. Weingeld
Executive Director2d4
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This letter arrived in the Commission:r's offic
on May 4, 1955 and received imwm diate attontion, It was
routed to a high official on May 4, 1955 along with a
copy of a htt&re” from the Commission+ to Mr, Weingold,
acknowladging Mr, Jeingold's letter of May J, 1955. This
1 -tter indicated that the high official would be in toush
7ith Mr, YWeingeld, to confer with him in regard £o th-
materials being prepared by the Department.

on May 4, 1985536 a membor of the high officlal's
staff wrote Mr, Weingold enclosing a draft of the regulations
prepared by the staff of the New York Stats Education
Departuent and stated in his letters |

We are, of course, as the Commission:r wrote

you, mauy tmmatad in any suggestions that
Jodze o "thon: mabters, may give w331 T
)
This acknowledges $he fact that the staff of the

235 L.A. wilson, Pe%gg&é Cgmndence, with Mr,
Jeseph T, Weingold, dated » s L+ D

6 New York Stats Education Departmont, Document
yo. 5, » from & member of the staff of a high ofFIc
New Yori State Education Department, Albany, New York
to Mr. Joseph T, Weingold. Letter dated May 4, 1955, 1 p.
Copy on file in £ile No, 1, folder No, 1, mmau rm' Mantally
gand%cazmd Children, mta Education Department, Albany,
eﬂ OI' »

237 Ibid,
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New York Stat: Education Department was aware of the effortas
and ¥nowledge that Mr, Yeingold had amass-d in the ar-a of
training the retarded.
On May 11, 1955, a high off'icial of the New York
State Education Depurhantna wrot? a momorandum to
Commissioner Wilson indicating that the proposed regulations
had bean discussed with Mr. Yeingeld in & preliminary wuay on
May 3, 1955 and that a copy was later rushed $o Mr. .i»ingold
b mail, The high official also stat d;
Mr, Weingold, as I m:nticned to the Mental
Heslth Commission yemteorday, was extremely
pl=8sed; ntly he had famd the departm-nt
wAS Zoing doctor then up in order to set up
all sorts of hurdles to the establishment of
the classes, One or two wery minor thcug}tgn he
had are being taken into sceount before
material is submitted 1cially to Mr. Moffitt,
m:n;.a QCemmimer to go to you and the
< .

The miner thoughts referred to abov~ consist-d of

236 New York State Education Departm-nt, Docu-
went No, 6, wemorandum frowm a high official in the Weu York
WEats Yducation Department, Albany, New York to the
Commissioner of Education., Memorandum dated May 11, 1955,
1 p. Copy on fil» in £41> No, 1, folder No, 1, Bureau for
Mentally Mandioapped Children, State Edueation’Departw-nt,
Albany, N-w York,

239 Ibid. (words in parenthesis are writ:r's).
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three single spaced typewritten sheets frow Mr., 'deingold.am

Four major changes in the regulations were noted which were
incorporated in the next revision of the regulations and
were to appeAr in the regulations approved b, the Regents

on May 373 1955,
The changes suggested by Mr. Weingold, approved
in the revised 4raft of the regulations and retained in the

fimal draft of the regulations approved by %th. Regents

of the University of the State of New York on May 27,

19557 ore as follovss

In the first place, I believe that some
othar term :hguld be found for thesse classes
than the one “for ehildren with severely retarded
mental deve nt", Technically and aseording
to the nominslature be developed by the
Sniliren’ nwan of tan w@ug
[ We are m e
and she term "severely retard:d” may be mis- ’

« Purthermore, singe the law is permis-
sive, the term repel administrators
set upmahcme!a I am sure you know
how the unknown scare,&+2
Classes

The maximum number of children permitted
to be enrolled in m; gt these classes should
be no more than ten, o

240 Joseph T, We 14
with a high official of the prik State Kducasion Depar
went, Albany, New York, May 16, 1955, 3 p, Copy on file in
P1le Ne. 1, Folder Mo, 1, Bureau for Mentally Handicapped
Children, State Education Departwent, Albany, New York.

a4l Doad., p. 1.
242 Ibid., p. 1.
243 Did., p. 2.

»eo
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Pupils
This regulation as proposed states that

"no pupil shall be a member of thepe classes
sucAdotng s} it BT eh

underlining ours) pup annot
blnmlt from the training offered by such
classes”, We feel that careful study must
of necessity include a trial period in the
cullrom and we suggest that the regulse
tion read" ... after careful study imludmg

a reasonable opportunity for obu and a
trial period in such & class", ete,

W#ith regard to Section 131, 2., Validation
of sertificate for teaching fpecial classes and
other Bubjeocts,

This regulation agsin carries over the
thinking of the regulation with regard to
teachers for the educable children to this
clags of ehildren, In our experience we have
found that, lasking actual experience w&th
these trainadle or middle grade children
mest impertant training to qualir;y a w-&

for sush clagses is sarly childhood education.
de Buggest, therefors Talat
with re validation for tesohing these

classes ml- section 4408 shall read “the
validity of a certificate for teaching the

:mbmhu or early childhood education”,

To summarize, the early pioneering efforts of the
Association in operating special classcs for the trainable
were under the supervision of a consultant, The basic
teshniques and materials were adapted from those used in the
area of childnood education, The first year's program
1981-1952, was one of experimentation in which such arcas

au Mw, Pe 2,
2“5 M” P. 2.
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as curriculum, teacher aldes and home to school relation-
ships were explored. The first year's efforts, 1951-52,

was the subject of a report that indicated that various
curriculum arcas were worthy of further study, parents
should not be involved as teacher aldss and university
students wmake satisfactor; aides for the trainable. Howme
visits by teachers as well as group meetings in the school
offer oppertunities for shared experiences on the part of
parentg and school personnel, The first year's report of
pupils with chrenological age ranges from five years-one nmortin
to fifteen years=-four months and 1.Q.'s ranging from
twenty-nine to fifty~-two indicate that a growth in develop-
nental age is possible. In fact children who had been
deprived of group stimulation showed & developmental

growth comparable to less severe wentally retarded when glven
an opportunity to attend special classos.

The Play Schools Association furnished a consultant
for two years to implement a work-play program, This program
showed success when adapted to the trainable ochild, Conclusions
closel; allied to good early childhood education were the
basic outcome, The later curriculum in both centers (1953~54)
was geared to the preparation of the ¢nilld in relation to
his later entrance into pudblic school speclal classcs,
sheltered workshop placement or institutional care.
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As a result of the tmaining recelved, according to
Mr, deingold, nine pupils were admitted into special classcs
in the New York City public schools in September 1354,
Professor Rosenzwelg wrote Governor iarriman and Jonathan
Bingham, Sesretary to the Governor, indicating how his
report of a three year study with the Association's class:s
in Jiew York €ity had proved that the trainable could profit
from a comnunity sducational program. Secretary Bingham
was impressed with Professor Rosenzwelg's findings and
wrote him to that effeet,

The Association was asked to react to the Regu-
ations of the Commissioner of Education relating to
special classes for the trainable, This they did with
sound recommendations based on their years of experience with
the trainable in classroons operated by the Association.
The recoumendations were incerperated into the Commissioner®
Regulations passed by the Regents of the 8tate of New York
on May 27, 1955. Through the Association's efforts the classes
operated by the public Bchools were limited to ten pupils,
trisal perieds were allowed in the public school classes and
teachers with early childhood education licenses were
approved for special class certification, Thus, state
controlled classes for the trainable became an accomplished
fact,



CHAPTER IV
PILOT CLABSES IN NEW YORK STATE

Parental interest and enthusiass in supporting
the Asseciation's projects spread throughout the gtate.
Chapters were formed rapidly and organized classes for
trainable sentally retarded children. Through the
assistance of the New York State Association for Retarded
Children, Insorporated, the chapters were united in toneir
goals and purposes. The parents devoted their time,
money and efforts in establishing training classes for the
c¢hildren,

This chapter will be divided into the following sec~
tions: 1. Schools for Trainable Children 2. Locations
of Programs; 3. Westchester Chapter; 4. Onondaga Chapter;
5., Erie~Niagars Chapter; 6. Summary.

1. S8chools for Trainable Children,

In June 19542% there were twenty chapters including
the New York City Chapter that made up the New York State
Association fer Retarded Children, Incorporated, These

meh '2. Weingold, Annual Report, 1953~
195, o0, 01ks B ’



PIIOT CLASSES IN NEW YORK S8TATE 137

twenty distinct yet united chapters covered twenty-elsit
counties and according to Mr. Nbingotdau? most of the
populntiong“a of the state,

The need for classes for the trainable throughout
the atate was noted by Mr. Weingold in the following
statenent:

Almost invariably the first projects started

3&”&“&&“&:&“‘%‘&'&“‘&&‘&%‘%
r&ngnlentl the fulfillment of a most vital

As of February 19 195“,250 there were eignteen
schools operated by New York City and twelve chapters of
the Association., There were fifty-four classcs Berving
a total of 432 children,

By April 1955 a total of seventeen chapters was

“7 &m.’ pQ 11.

248 New York State is divided into sixty-two
counties, Five of them are substantially merged witin the
city of New York and coincide with the five boroughs of the
city. Each of the remaining fifty-seven counties occupying
the rest of the state 1is organized into a county government,

245 Association tor the Help of Retarded Children,

Incorperated, "Direct to You", message from the Executive
Direc in ég; cggldren'f Voicg, New York, New York, Vol, 4,
No. 4, issue cember s Po T, co0l, 1.

250 Joseph T. Weingold _55'
and ﬂeachers or he Assoclation f 2
Children 100 ssocliation for Help o '

m.l T, LG orporated New York, New York, February 1y, 1454,
po L]
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operating twenty-five schools. These twenty-five
schools housed sixty-nine classes serving a total of

551 children, Three chapters weres not operating schools.
Table III presents the breakdown of the chapters and the
schools along with the numbers of classes and children
sponsored by the individual chapters as of January 1955,
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Table III.-

Enrollment of Trainable Children in
Chapteralang Schools
955.

Chapters Schools Classes Cuildren

Broome 1 Binghamton 2 1y
Capital District 2 Albany, Troy 9 46
Cayuga 1 Auburn 4 26
Chemung 1 Elwmira 1 12
Erie-Niagara 2 Buffalo, Niagara Falls 6 60
Fulton 1 Gloversville 2 24
Monroe 1 Rocheater 4 40
Nassau 2 Hempstead, Roslyn 3 24
New York City 3 Bronx, Brooklyn, Queensy 84
Oneida-Herkimwer 1 Washington Mills 2 16
Onondaga 1 8yracuse 6 TO
Ontario 1 Geneva 1 8
Rockland 1 Pamona 1 T
Schenectad; 1 Schenectady 4 20
Sullivan 1 Monticello 1 9
Upper=~Hudson 1 Saratoga Springs 1 6
destchester 4 Pelnam Manor, Mt. Kisco
Portchester, Yonkers 13 80
Totals i1 55 BBYT

Data obtained from & review of chapter projects of
the Association for Retarded Children, Incorporated.



PILOT CLASSES IN NEW YORK STATE 140

2. Locations of Schools.

The scope of the schools established and malne
tained by the seventeen chapters can easily be observed
by examining the following map of New York State., The
locations of the classes on the map correspond to the
scnool locations noted on Table IIXI shcwing that the
Broome County Chapter's sohool was located in Binghamton,
The other classes can be located in a similar manner.
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3. destohester Chapter,

The destchester Chapter was a direct outgrowth
of the New York City Association, PFounders of this
Chapter attended the initial meeting organized by KHrs.
Greenberg at the National Hospital for 8Speech Disorders on
January 7, 1949251

On April 12, 19‘#9352 a8 meeting was called at the
Mount Vernon Public Library in Westchester County under
the chalrwmanship of Mr, Bernard Rosenberg. Forty people
were in attendance at the first weating.

Objectives of the Westchester AHRC School

The purpose of the Jestcnester AHRC School in 1951

ese %0 develop each ochild to his individusl
capacity so that he may share and ¢ aggibute
to a useful, worthwhile way of life,

251 Association for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "Westchester Chapter Organized”, news item in
W New York, New York, Vol. 1, No. 2, isme

P ’ s Po 1, col, 5.

252 Association for the Lielp of Retardnd Children,
Incorporeted, "Westchester HEranch Reports

Progress”,
item in W New York, New York, Vol. 1, No
3, 1ssue ’ . 2, 001, 1,

253 Damwd scmz.der, "m Westahester ANRC 8cheol®,
LItas 118 e ’!,.,.4‘ el Pﬂlmm mr'
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In 1952 Mr, Evald H. Gasstrom, President of tie
degtohester Chapter described the objectives as follows:
Ve are not prinarily a service organization,
fratT ey remntzntion o wor 1 etk
to make the State Help Retarded Cnildren,254
The objectives of the school program in 1953255
were to give primary group training in reading and speech
therapy on an intensive basis for the younger pupils.
The program for the older pupils was essentially a2 soclal
one designed to develop a degree of social adequacy and to
facilitate adjuatment in group participation. Purther the
objectives were to lead to more effective nome and communit -
living.
The aim of the school in 1954
make each pupil a contributing member of the group to wnich
ne belonged either at nome or in an institution, should uc

have to attend one at some future date. ZLmphasis was placed

esv was an attempt to

254 Evald H. Gasstrom, "Horigons”, in the g ggggl
he c Pelhan Manor, New York, s

Pe (&

255 Joseph J. Endres, Chief, Bureau for Handicapped
Children, New York State Bducabion Deplrtment Albany, New

York, wenorandum to Aslociate Conmiamioner Nofritt re;ardinb
n1ic: tio oviglonal charter for the Jestchester

256 Bernard Sohneider, Director westohcster School
for Retarded Children, he rt, Jegstchester
AHRC 8Sehool, Pelham unnor, w York, January 20, 1554, p. 3.
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on alding the pupil in working up to his potential and
assisting in develeping socially acceptable benavior.

On March 1955”7 the objectives werc to develop
the pupils to their individuel capacity so that thcy
could share and contribute to a useful, wortihwhile way of
life., The basic aim of the progream was to develop an
integrated personmality that would be, “capable of courteous,
enjoyable 1iving within his sphere of achicvement® .25

In summary the objectives of the Westchester AHRC
School were to develop the child to his maxiwmum potential
80 he could become 2 contridbuting member of the society to
which he belonged,

Housing Facilities

During the April 1950899 meeting of the West-
chegter Chapter of the Amsociation a decision was made to
set up & cooperative day school for the retarded using the
facilities of the Pelhaw School for Children in Pelham Manor

257 John P, Armstrong, "How Our 8chools Educate
Our Children®, in © x_Doo Vol. 5, Jdestcuester Chapter,
Assoclation fer the rded Children, Incorporated,
Pelham Manor, New York, 19%5, p. 8,

258 Ddid,, p. 8.

255 Assoclation for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "Westehester Chapter Report”, news item in
Our Children' New York, New York, Vol. 2, No. 2,

ue pr » Pe 5, col, 1,
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that was up for sale. Pull capacity of tue school would
permit a total enrollment of sixty puplls.
The report freom Jestchester in June 1950260

indicated:;

The big news this time is the final conclu-
sive fast that we are able to purchase the
Pelham Cardiac Howe for Children as & day scuool,
Mo directly in the face of opposition of some
unenlightened residents of Pelham Manor, the
Board of the Pelham Home for Cardiac Children
voted overwhelmingly in our favor. As suzzested
by Mre. Samuel Greenberg, one of our members

school will be called the westcnester AKRC

prenounced “aric®), MNr, Edgar Mathers, our able fund
raising chairman, is working full time, and nas
done a wagnificent job, We need to raise a great dedl
of money here in Westchester, and any suzgestions
in this direction will de gratefully accegted. AS
yet, our school program has not been developed., A
school committee of mfmicnals tnd parents will
be set up soon for that purpose, 6

A contract for the purchase of the Pelinam lHome was
signed by Mr. George Hirsch representing the Assoclation on
June 7, 1950,262

A law Mﬁeﬁs was brought b thirt: property

260 ﬁllochuon for the Help of R:tarded Children,
Incorporated, "Westohester b{on" » news item in Our cn#rg_;' 8
%_, New York, New York, Vol. 2, No, 3, issue of Ha,-June

¥ ] p. 7. 0010 1.

261 Ibid., p. 7, oel. 1,

268 Joseph T. Weingeld, C
June 1“, 19503 P 3.

263 Association for the Help of Retarded Children
Incorporated, "Action to Enjoin AHRC Peliam School Tried”, ’

news item in Our Childm ge, New York, New York, Vol.
: 2, col. 2,
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owners in Pelham Maner to enjoin the JWestchester Chapter of
the Association from using the dbuilding as a school,
Pollowing a trial on Pebruary 6, 19522%% Supreme court
Justice Robert Doscher closed the school,255 Hewever 1t
re~-cpened by a temporary stay of the Appellate Division. On
April 7, 1953.266 the Supreme Court, Appellate Devision,
held thats

The use of property sought t¢o be enjoined

was & continuation of prior menconforwing use
and hence did not vioclate zoning ordinance,
Judgement reversed on thiG"' and the facts
and complaint dismissed.

Mr. wbingoldssa indicated that this was a signi-
ficant occurrance, The legal brief had been prepared by
Mr. Russotto who was at that time President of the New York
City Association, the parent of a mentally retarded child

and an attorney with a law practice in New York City.

264 Ibid., p. 2, col, 2,

265 Association for the lelp of Retarded Children,
LInc orpox'atedg "Chapter News Westochester", news Sftem in

uur cni%dreg 8 Vg;gis New York, New York, Vol, &, No, 3,
issue ptlember Py Ps 6' Golo 1.

266 New York Supplement, second series: Vol. 120,
cases Argued and Determined in the Court of Appeals
ippe tate Division of the Supreme (¢ as well ag the

Jupreme court and other lower Courts of Record, west Pub-
shing company, 3v. Paul, Ninnesota, 1353, p. 329-330,

267 Ibid,., p. 329,
268 Josegn T. #eingold, Annual Report, Marcn 1
1352 to February 28, 1353, Op. Cit., p. 5. —
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Re imbursement@©Y for the cost of appealing the
Judgzement was allowed the Westchester Chapter of the
Association and according to Mr. Weingold tuis “"ended one
of AHRC's major legal and psychological triumphs”. 270
On December 31, 1954271 the case was upheld in the Court
of Appeals in New York City.

The most detailed description of the Jestohemter
School the writer was able to find was furnished by Mr,
Bernard Schneider,272 yho at that time was Director of tue
Westchester Sshool, Mr, Schneider deseribed the school
as & twelve room duilding serving as a school. All rooms
varied in size but were sdequately large, light and air;,
The building consisted of two floors and was situated on
a hill with basement partly abeve greund, Several tollets
were loecated on each floor including the basement. An
outdoor play space was available with swings, a slide, sec-
saws, a merry-go-round and a wading pool.

269 Association for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "Westchester Schools Win Court Decision”,

news 1teu in Qur cgélgggn'g Yoige, New York, New York, "Vo1.
5, No. 2, issue ol June » Pe b, col. 2,
270 MO) P 53 col, 2,

271 North Eastern Reporteri Second Series, Vol. 123,
p_Argued and Determined in the Courts of Illinois

c 272 1Bernard Bcnneider, deste.. stor School Jdeport,
ge: 12.’ p. L]
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A sumary of tie housing facilities disclosed that
the Westchester Chapter of the Assoeiation purchased a
building that had been uged as a home for cardiac cnildren.
Tairty property owners from the area took legal action teo
prevent the Association from conducting & school for
retarded children on the premises., A trial was held on Feb-
raary 6, 1952 fellowing which Supreme Court Justice Robert
Dosher reserved decision, then ruled in favor of the $hirty
property ounsrs in Pelham Manor. Througi: 8 temporary stay
of the Appellate Division the school remsined open., Arguing
from a brisf prepared by the President of the lNew York Cit.
Chapter of the Assocismtion who was not only a parent of
a retardsd ehild but an attorney as well, the Aspociation
woh the case., This wes & significant accomplishment for
the Association for it not only established the fact that
the mentally retarded could be provided schooling in
comnunity facilities legally dut drew attention to the
Association as the spokesman for this group of nandicapped
children,

Numbers of Children and Classes

On February 13, 1991 the Westohester Chapter of
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the Assosciation cpened with three children in lbtendancc.273
In Marcn, the single class had expanded to three clamsce
serving twenty-one pupils,

By August 195127
thirty-feur pupils in attendance. On Ma; 12, 1952270
Lorty-four onildren were being served in f{ive groups. By
January 20, 1954276 a total of £ifty-Live ehildren were in
attendance in the wWestehester School, A total of six
classes was in operation,

On April 6, 1955m the Wsstohester 8School for
Retarded Children had an enrollment of sixty-one pupils.

there were five classss with

273 Association for tne lielp of Aetardsd Children,
Insorporated, "ﬁeuwhelter AHRC School Opeml R Pi.rut A,nnual
Dinner<Dance Held", news 1teu in Qur ¢
York, New York, Vol. 3, No. 2, i
6, ecol. 2.

274 Assosiasion fer the Help of Retarded Children,
Imorpomtedé "Chapter Reports - destchester Cuapter” news

iten W New York Kew York, Vol. 3,
No. 3, issue ugus » P 10, co

275 Bermrd Bohmtdnr, mi'octoz' AﬂMSchool,

276 Bernard Schneider Dmctor mm School,
m'._mvp Pe )

277 John F, 0'Conor, President, Jestchester
% Jestchester Chapter, Assoolation AhrRienteL T of
d Children, Incorporated, Pelham Manor, New York,
April G, 1955, p. 2.
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In summar;, from & feeble begiming of three
children on Pebruary 19, 1951 the wWestchegter 8chool had
increased its enmrollment until it reached a total of
sixty-ene pupils on April 6, 1955, The building had a
capacisy of sixty pupils, therefore, the schocl had
expanded beyend its limit, This clearly illustrated the
great need for services for the trainable that existed,

Starring

On January 195127&

teasher were hired.

In 1953,279 gne staff consisted of a director who
was also the school psychologlist, two men teachers and two
Wwomen teachers., One of the men teachers was also the #peech

& ps. chologigtedirector and a

cerrectionist,
In 1954380 there were five full time teachers and

278 Association for the Help of Retarded Children,
Insorporated, "Westchester Chapter”, news itew in ggg
» issue

W New York, New York, Vol. 3, No.
of January-¥ebruary 1951, p. 5, col. 1.

279 Jomeph J. Endres, Application for Provisional
Charter, Op, Cit., p. 2.

280 Bernard Schneider, Jestcnest- Schopl Report,
s C1%., P. 1.
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one part time teacher., All teachers nad 8 minimum of
& bachelortsg degree. They had had previous teacuing
expericnse outside the fisld of special =duwation, Salary
ranges were comparable to thosc paid public school teachers.
From a starting salr; of $3,000 the teacicrs salary weut to
$4,500 in six steps. Assistant teachers were not a part of
the program. Hewever, four volunteers, consisting of a
play therapist, ceramics instructor, se wing instructor and
typist worked onc day a week each.
AS of Maren 15, 1955°01
director-psychclogist, five teachers and & spcech therspist.
The classes in avocational activities were staffed by volunteer
specialists.

A summar. of staff for the Jeste..cster 8cnool

vhe atalf included a

shows how the stalf nad zgrown from a director-pgycanclogist
and teacher emplo ed on Januar, 1951 %o a director-
psychologint, five teachers and a speech therapist on
March 15, 1955.

Hours and Class 8isge

262
In 1951 three clagses provided training for

281 Jehn P, Armstrong, Mo‘ P. e

282 bernard Schnelder, "The Jesteicstor AHRC
8chool”, Op, Cit., p. 25.



PILOT CLABSES IN N.L.: YORK STATE 152

children in three divisions, pre-kindergarten, primary
and junior-senior. The tirce classes2°3 congisted of
a full day class for ten young children; a worning class
for aix older c¢.ildren; and an afternoon class for five
older pupils,

The following table shows Low the 8ix classes were
organized in 1953:

253 Association for the lielp of Retarded Children ’
Incorporated, "Westchester AHRC 8School Opens: First Annual

Dinner-Dance Held", news item in Qur Children's Voice,
2. Cit., ». 6.
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Table IV.-

Group, Age and Time of Pupils Attending
Yestohester AHRC School-l1353.

—

Group Age Time
Growp I =9 J=12 noon
Growp I1 =12 1-4 PN,
Group III 6=3 10-3 P M,
2rimary 1 822 =12 noon
Group IV 12-18 3-1 PN,
Group V i2-1% 124 P N,

S .

Data odtained from brochure degceribing the degte-
chegter Sahool Pr% Assoclation Tor the Help ol Retarded
Children, Incorporated, Pelham Manor, New York, 1953, p. 2.
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late in the school year of 1953384 an additional
clags was added consisting of five and six year old
children, This brought the total number of classes to
geven part or full time classcs,

As of January 20, 13542°0 g total of £irt;~five
children were in attendance in the Jestchester 8ochool.
These children were grouped according to chronolegical
ages. 8ix groups, consisting of a nurser; group, & primary
sroup and classes for older pupils, were in the program,
Five full time teaoners including a speech correctionist and
one part time teacher conpituted the staff, The atalf wes
under the immediate supervision of & full time Julrector who
488 also a certificated school psychologist.

The school day consisted of & 8ix hour day in-
cluding Junsh, However, not all éhildren were in attcendance
for the full day since some children attcnded at various
times during the day.

The eriteria for admission indicated a child must
be ambulatery, not blind or deaf. The wental age of the

264 Bernard 8caneider, "The Westcnester AHRC Scnod
Stor;'", in the 20%} of the Jegtehester Chapter, Pelham
Manor, New York, 2 Pe ©o

285 Bermard Schnelder, Hegtohepter School Report,
02. C;E., p. 10
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child was to be suffieientl. nigh enough to enable Hhe

% to participate in a group scttin;., PFurther, sufflcl.nt
social and emotional sgtability and wmaturit - for group
participation was, Gecepmary for admission.

In 1353286 seven classcs were in operation, The
children were grouped homogeneously according to chronolo~
gical age, mental age, social maturity and ewotional
stabilisy. The nursery greup, a half day class, had a
total enrellment of six, with ochildren ranging in age from
five to seven years. Two pre-school groups, containing
twenty-three pupils, one a half day and the other a full
day class contained pupils ranging in age from six to nine
years. Another group with a total enrollment of five
attended school one hall day. The ehildren ranged in age
from nine to thirteen. Two primary groups were also in
attendance, One was & half day and the other a full da;
class. Total enrollument was eleven and the clronologicel age
range was elght to twelve, The oldest group contained
children frou age fourteen up, The class was a one half

day class, consisting of nine pupils.

raard Scnneider
egtohegser Ghabte

e -~

"The 8chool”, 4n the
I» Pelbam Manor, New York,

286 Be
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In 1955287 the number of class:s 1in the .csi-
chester AHRC School totaled ten witis some pupils attendin:
on a half day basis while other puplls attended on a full
day basia.

Selection of Pupils

In 1951388 it was stated:

The WJestchester AHRC School is entirely

non-gectarian: pupils of any oreed are welconme,
It is co-edicat and admits children of all

e enilars acespyance &% cns school®S
In other words the school began with an opan door
policy in which any ohild was ascepted.
8eventy ehildren’go were tested by the 8tate
Department of Mental kygiene at no cost to the Asscciation.
By June 1953291 the school was only serving thos:o
pupils between the ages of five to eighteen with I.Q.'s
of fifty or below, An extensive medical questionnaire was

required for all applicants for admission. In addition,

287 John P, Armstrong, Op, Cit., ». 9.
268 Bernard Schmeider, "The Westchester AHRC School”,

22.012., p. 24,
289 Ibid., p. 24.
290 villiam deuvnr, "8o0 You Jant to Run a Scuool”,

in the W&@m Pelham Manor, Ne.
Ym. Pe

291 Joseph J, Endres, Appii-ation ror Provigional
Charter, Op, C1%., p. 2.
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a comprehensive questionnalire was required that included
parental and personal histories of the children. These
records were confidential and were kept in the school
office along with the psychological testing results,

The oriteria for admission in 1953°7% indicated
a enild must be ambulatory, not bdlind or deaf. The mental
age of the child was to be suffislently high enough to
2nable the child to participate in a group setting. Further
sufficient social maturity and emotional stability for group
participation was necessary for admission,

In summary, at f£iret an open door policyv was
adopted mrebs; any child was accepted, Following testin:
b the Departwent of Mental Hygiene the school adopted an
age limit of from five to eighteen and an I.Q. below fifty.
This continued until 1953 when further restrictions were
plaged requiring & child to be ambulatory, not blind or deaf
in order to be eligible. The c¢child had to be abl~ to par=-
ticipate in a group setting.

Pinancing the School Program

At the first amual dinner dance of ti= Jeste.. 8t r

292 Bernard 8chnelder, "The Westchester AHRC
School Stery”, Op, Cit., p. 8.
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Chapter of the Assoclation for the Help ol Retarded Children,
Incorporated held on Pebruary 10, 1951 an appeal feor funds
was made in the following remarkss

There are many Jestchester fawilies who nave
retarded children in thelir midst, who are dege
peratel; ia nesd of e services tiat this
school will provide, and are constantl praying
for its success. However, unfortunately man; of
thege fanilies are un@ble to offer an- great
financial assistance to the progras as planned,

We expect, neverthnless, to establish regular
tuition fees at the sohoolj these will be pare
tially or entirelvy waived upon the report of
the Committee appointed to Anvestigate eash and
every camc after the pupil has been accepted
for admission. In other words, thome who are
able will pay. This situation presents a tremendous
financial problem for the Sshgol Finance Coumittee.
It necessitates our appealing to the public at

for a portisn of the support of this school,
It expected that as progress 18 made, and the
scnoel in operation for & peried of s State
funds might be made avallable to us.

A $100,0C0 fund drive was begun in 1352, Tiis
fund drive was accompanied b news itens ineluding feature
stories and editerials in local newspapers. Wm-aﬁ
large billboards carried the mepmage that:

293 Bernard Schnelder, "The vestchester AHRC
8chool", Op, Cit., p. 25.

23 4 Association for the Help of Retarded Cuildren,
Incorporated, "Chapter News - Westohester", in Our Cuildren's
Voice, New York, New Yc~r, Vol. 4, No. 4, issu~"ol Decembor

< » P 6‘ QO]-. 20
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The mayors of twelve clties and towns in
the county have publicly endorsed the AHRC

prograu and Joined the Board of 8po
the Westchester Commuter Time Tubg 253g't911

the story of the AHRC and the nontally re-
tarded.

In 1953897 the tultion was forty-five dollars a
month for children between the ages of five to twelve
attending schoel on a hif day basis, The tuition was
scventy-L£ive dollars a wonth for theose pupils who attended
scnool a full day insluding lunch, Transportation to and
from school #as included in the tultion rates. The difference
between the tultion charge and the total cost of operation
was made up b the Westohester Chapter of the Association for
the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated.

In 1954298 elghty percent of the cost of the school

295 Time schedules of the commuter traina into
New York City.

2396 Association for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "Chapter News - deatchnuter” Ops _Cit., Vol.
i, issue of ﬁeeember 1952, p. 6, col, 2,

Joseph J. Endres, Application for Provisional
m_.uu P. 3. -

296 Bernard 8chneider, "The School", Op, Cit.,

Pe 10,
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wag covered by tuitions. 8ome of the tultion for neeud
families was paid b; special donations from scholarsuip
funds,

Legislation proposcd by the Association in 1955277
wag to relieve the parents of the Jestchester Sc.uool of
tuition payments as evidenced in the following stat. o ntss

One of the AHRC proposed amendments to tue
State Education Law will relieve parents of the
burden of tuition at the Westochester School for
Retarded Children., It provides that if a school
district does not itself, or b, arrangement with
another ssheel distriet, furnish instruction for
trainabl: children who have reached the age of
five and the wental age of two, "tnen the board
of edusation or the beard of trustces suall
contract with a suitable day sohool” to do so.

Counsel for the Department of Education re-
cently ruled in reply to President Gagliano's
request, that existing law does not allow school
districts teo do tinis for children with I.Q.'s
under fifty, The proposed amendment will not
only allow it, it will require it.

It 18 very wurgent, therefore for us all to
boost tie new umhtm in ever way that we
can, Desoriptive pamphlets, which you can pass
on to influentiml pecple, are available at tu:
office., Qet .our local civic club to pgss a
resolution and put it in the newspaper.

In summary, costs of the Jestchaster School were

239 Jouhn 0'Conor, “"Chapter Pregidont's Messag:",
editorial in the Parents Poplt of the Jestchester School for
Retarded Children, Feluanm ﬂEEbr, New York, Vol, 1, No. 1, issue
of January 1555, p. 1, eol. 1.

300 Ibid., p. 1, col,. 1,
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borne by the parents who were assisted b, donations. A
School izmme Committee offered assistance for need:
parents who were unable to pay tuition. A fund drivc was
begun in 1952, Political figures were beginning to lend
support to the progream, Tuition ran from forty-five
dollars a wonth depaending on the length of time the pupil
was in attendanss. In 1554, 2ighty percent of the cost

of the sshool was covered by the tuition paid for by

the parents or from funds from the Scholarship Committee.
The legislation of 1955 was to relieve the parents of the
cost of financing the scheol prograw by payment of tuition
and require the local sehool district to assume the ccst of
schooling for these shildren in attendance,

Operation of the Westohester AHRC School

The operation of the Westehester AHRC Scihicol was
clearly stated in the policy statement issued by the
school board on August 16, 1950301 prior to ti: opening of
the Jestchester AHRC, The school board adopted the followin:
poliays

301 Jestchester School for Retarded Children,
School Board, WW&IMMI%? 8chool for
Retarded cnilazs s Pelham Nanor, New York, August 1%, 1380,
p. 1.
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The policy of tne School Board will follow
the line of our slogan "Retarded Children Can
Be Helped"., To carry out this policy we will
set up a program designed to help as mang
children a8 our facilities will permit.302

The school progrem in 19527°3 consisted of self
nelp skills, social skills, motor skills as well as
academic skill areas such as language arts and numbers,
Speeci: correstion services were offered. Music and creative
expression in the area of arts and crafts rounded out the
curriculum,

Mr. Endres, Chief of the Bureau for Handicapped
Children of the S8tate Education Departument, in 195330“
reported the currlculum was:

A combination between play therapy with some

:ﬁ:fgg °n1:t::§gg§? todlet ‘“2n3°22n2§‘$§1mar3
activities. As the children advance they are

glven scmwe instruction in langme skills,
readiness, arithmetic, health safety. PFor

the older group the pragng gnc}.udea arts and
erafts and social studies.

302 ZIbid., p. 1.

303 Westohester Schocl for Retardsd Clilldren,
Cummulaﬁi%e Qc%gg Westohester Sohool for Retarded Children,
eloan 2 W m. w‘ Pe 2.

304 Joseph J. Endres, Application For Provigional
Charter, 9P, Cis., . 2.

305 Ibid., p. 2.




PILOT CLASSES IN NEW YORK STATE 103

In 1353 there was recognition of the success of
the Jestonester Chapter on a statewide level by two
legislative members of the New York State legislature as
reported by 8 high offisial in the New York Statc Education
Department,

I would like to remark that in tioe first two
meetings of the School Bogrds groups which I
atterxied the first part of thls week tiere wer
& number of sssamblymen presgent, both in Jept-
chester and in Nassau Counties, and 1t was of
interest to me that in each instance they made
some mention of the problem of the mentall .
retarded, upon learnling that the Bureau for
Handicapped Children was & part of this bureau.
I do net believe that in any instance tuere is
necessarily complete sympathy with the total
programn as proposed by Mr. Jdeingoldt's sroup, but
I do feel sure that a definite impact of éagerelt
nAs been registered with the legislaturc.

Recognision of the school program w88 given by
Mr. Joseph Endres when concluding his report ol tihc despt-
chester AHRC 8chool he stated:s

306 MNew York State Education Department, Y%g
(+] pemorandun Lfrom &8 high official in the New Yor &
ion Department, Albany, New Yorlt to hils superior,
memorandum dated April 28, 1553; 1 p. Cop: on file in £.1:
No. 1, folder No., 1, Bureau for Mentall, Handicapped ! i.ildren,
8tate Education Department, Albany, New York,
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In view of tic fact Ciat this scl:ool is ocae
of the first in New York State wiich was set 4.
to mect the needs of cuildren uitn verm low I,..'8
and the fact that they have been opcrating since
1951, it would gccum as if they uad a ;ood prog: au
amd that the people in charge &re all prof-ssionall
competent to operate In the most «ffective wav for
this type of child, If the Board of Regents wis..
to grant a provisional charter for this ti>- of
ingtitution, ingofar as it lies within the power
of m p ; o1 I would recommend that approval b

granted,
Acting on Mr. Endres' recommendation toe Board of
Regents of the State of New York ehartered the School on
June 26, 1953.30°
A brechure seeking funda in 19533°7 gesoribed t.
special sohool in Westchester as: ‘

The first school of 4ts kind in New York State
and has attracted nationwide attention. It is
axperimental, using the newest and begt special
tesching and training metnods, and is an oute
standing contribution toward the development of
special education for children ineligibl. undo-
existing statz law for special classcs in public
sshool., destchoster AHRD hopes to establisn
anotiner of thesge coopgmtive da;r schools in
northern Jestonagter,

307 Josepn J, Endres, Application for Provisional
Charter, Op. Cit., p. 4.

308 Universit, of the Stat. of New York, rnal
f tins of the Board of Regents of tiue Universit. o

of New ng, Januar; 24-25, 1952, December 17-1.,
1353, Vol. 28, p. 454.

303 Jestcncster AHRC School, brociiure eribing
the Wegtcnester AHRC Scnpel Program, @, Cit. p.%%

310 Ibid,, p. 3.
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That there was need for a sci.00l in northern
‘egtchepter and that the Westchester Chapter of the ABSU-
clation had been active 1s made evident in the followi
remarks from a surve 311 completed in northern Weste..'st i
during tie school year 1953-Hi,

Parents of mentally daficient children have

beaome very active during the past eight years.
There are man- local groups, a New York State
Association, and a National Association for

parents of retarded children, Their primar;
objeative has been to provide some trpe of edu-

os or training program for their children,
This they are doing thirough the organization of
parent-supported o and through state legis-~

lation they have gponsored., Several states, in-
cluding New York, have now recegnized the problem
o the extent of providing statc aid Tfor locallyw
erganized classes or short-term, state supported,
experimental clagscs either under i.e State Departe
went of Public Ingtruction or the State Department
of Mental Kygiene,

311 C.C. bunsmoor and #illlam M, Cruicks.anc,
Surve: of nal Chiidren, FPirst Supervisor S8e..ool

s NO rn Westcaestor County and tie Scuool
District of Pleasantville, New York, 1333, 121 p.

312 Jpid., p. 63.
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The report continuess

While no active parent groups &re now Orgae
nized in Northernm Westocncster County, it be-
nooves the loeal schoel adminigtrations to

bz awvare of & nt roblew that probably
g%l;lﬁgéiﬁ, . inistration
ou o follow Tegearch bein: done L

the State and anticipate future legislation so
ag to be ready to act on a cocperative basis

with the state progrem and as %Eg Qgg%§g felt,
This area will require cooperative ac odégh

that the mumber of eligible mentall; deficient
children in the school districts now forming t..c
Board of Cooperative Educational Services will
probably bde sufficient for a total of only two 313
or three classes of ten or so children in cach.

The survey disclesed six children who were re-
commended for careful examination to ascercai:. 1f t.: . bee
longed in 2 special class for the mentally handicapped and
should continue to be enrollasd in the class. The report

atated:

313 Idbid., p. TO-T1.
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Clinical ¢t,pes and crildren witu low I.G.'s
should be evaluated very carefully to determine
whether or not the, meet tne basic requirements
for enrellment in a gpecial clags for the mone-
tall, handicapped. Inclusion of trnesc cnildren
tends to stigmatize the gpecial clasges and tone
other clifldren attending thew because of tie
physical characteristics of the clinical group
as 4ell as requiring a teacher to run & dual
progran, since the educational objeetives
differ for the cducable and trainable ZroOUPE.
Where there is an. question regarding the child's
future abllity to develop social and economie
competence and independence, the child snould
be given & trial in the gpecial class until nis
eligibilitr can definitely be deterwmined. Then
he should be retalned or excluded as he would de
from & regular class. Those that arc excluded
then would becowe eligible for a future class
for the trainable, ratheg Ehan the sducable
mentally retardsd enildd. L

On November 15, 19514315 under tie Jdestchester
Chapter's guldance and direction a parent sponscred class
for trainable puplls was opened in Yortchester, New York.
Seven children were taught by Mras, Helen Yowers in a room
located in the Elks Club building.

A class opensd in Nount Kisco on Februar, 2B,

1455,310
This class was taugnht by Mrs, Geoffrey Steele and
314 Ibid,, p. 67-6:,
315 Joun P. O'Conor, Jdepteicsto: Arport, Op. Cit.,
p. 2,

316 Ibg., ?. 2.
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wag locatad in the Boys'! Club, T.c claass was operated on a
full da) basis, seven children ucre enrolled with chrono-
logical ages frow nine to tnirteen,

On Marc.: 14, 19553:"‘7 another class organized by tne
Westchegter Chapter was started in Yonkers, New York, PFilve
e¢hildren were enrolled witih chronological mges from suven to
thirteen, Mrs. Gertrude 0liver was the teacher and the
clans was located in a classroom in ‘o  pubdblic school in
Yonkers,

In Aprid 1955318 a total of tuirteen classcs were
serving eighty ehildren in four different locations in
destcoester County., All four centers were under the super-
vision and direction of the Director of Hducation of tic
jestcnester School in Pelham Menor, Ten classes were
housed at the Pelham Scnool, The other classes were
located at Port Chester, Mount Kisco and Yonkoera,

To summerise, the Jestehester Chapter of the
Association purchased a dbuilding in Pelham Manor, New York
to use as & school for retarded children. Residents of the
community sought legal action to prevent the Assoclation

317 Ibid., p. 2.
313 John P, Armstrong, Op Cit., p. 8=9,
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from conducting a sc.aool program on tn: premises. After &
trying period of court proceedings, tuo Appellate Divlialon
of the Supreme Court ruled in faver of the Assoclation.
Thus ended 2 major legal and psychological triumph for

the Association to conduct a school program in a communit-
schiool.

Starting with a psychologist-director and one
teacher on January 1951, three children were admitted for
school on February 19, 1y51. The staff and cuildren j;rru to
a director-psychologist, five teachers and a speechi therapist
scrving sixty-one pupils.

Costs of the Westchester 8chool were pald by the
parents, assisted by donatlons,

A survey ocompleted in Northern Jestchester County
during the school - ear 1953~54 disclosed a fow trainabdl.
mentally retarded children, %These c¢nildren and additional
pupils from the Mount Kisco area resulted in a class for the
trainable being organized in Mount Kisco on February 2¢, 15%.
Prior to this a class had been established in Portchester,
New York, An additional class was cstablished in Yonkers,
New York on March 14, 1955,
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4. Onondaga Chapter

This section will give the various aspects regarding
a description of the classes organized and operated by the
Onondaga Chapter of the Association located in Syracuse,

New York,

Within six months after organizing, this chapter
concentrated all of its efforts on developing a school for
retarded children,

After a brief introduction at which time the
founding of the chapter will be presented, the remainder of
this section will discuss the following: objectives of the
school, housing facilities, numbers of children and clasaes,
staffing, hours and olass size, selection of pupils, financing
the school program, operation of the classes and summary.

Development of the Onondaga Chapter

The Onondaga Chapter located in Syracuse, New York,
did not happen by accident. This chapter was organiged on
instructions from the New York City office.3'¥ In ract, the
formation of the group came about after months of effort on

319 Assocciation for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "Parents Group Organised in Syracule"G news
)

item, in Our Children'g Vgice, New York, New York 1. 3,
Bo, 4,11.sue eptem ober, 1951, p, 4, cei. 1.
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the part eof Mrs. Robert P, Abbott, who nad bezn in "conti-

»320 with the New York City office of

nuous correspondance
the issociation. Making use of one of the local newspapers,
&n announcement was placed in the Syracuse Post-Standard
that read as follows:
Parents and friends of mentally retarded
children who are interested in forming a
Syracuse Chapter of the Association for the
Help of Retarded Children, Inc, are ssked
to contact Mr. Robert P, Abbott os 1622 E.
Payette 8t, by mail or t. lephone, 2
Following the announcem:nt in t.- papcr and alter
numerous telephone calls and l:tters, twenty-four parents
met on Gctober 26, 1951322 and voted to form a crapter of
toe Apsoclation., At a December meeting in 1951323 attended
by over £ift, persons, Frank C. McCarthy was elected Presidmnt
of tne Cnondaga Cnapter of ti..c Asscclation,
An artlicle wolch appeared in Redbook magazin: was
of trewcndous nelp not only locell for publicity but

nation wide attentlon was called to tu. chaPter and schnool,

320 Ibldo, pl 4’ 001. 1'

321 Syracuse Post-Standard, "Move Under Jay to
Help Mentally Retarded Children“i announcemant, issue of

Septewmber 12, 1351, p. 11, col.

322 Joseph P, Blank, "A Miracle Grew Out of Tueir
nearts”, in Redbook Magaszine, issue of November 1353, p. €3.

323 Association for the uelp of Retarded C.uildren,
Incorporated, "AHRC Profil: of Frank C. McCartny", news it.m
in Qur Children's Volce, New York, New York, Vol. 7, No. 3,
issue tober 1255, p. 9, col, 2.
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Mr, MoCarthy was a lawyer and a motivating force
in the Syracuse ared and ne was also influencial in the
development of additional chaptersin the following eountics;
Broome, Chemung, Onelda~ierkimer, Ontario and Fulton counties.
In fact when Mr. MeCarthy spoke to the Uswego Association in
Fulton County in January 1953325 over seventy-five people ware
in attendance and before the meeting was over, space to conduet
a school was offerod and five teachers volunteered thelr sere

vices,.
ObJjectives

The Frank C. McoCarthy School «as organized in Marc:.
1958326 by the Onondaga County Chapter of the Association
for the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated.

In a feature article in the pictorial section of
the November 29, 1953327 issue of the Syrscus: Post-Standard

324 Assoclation for the lielp of Retarded Cnildren,
Int:orxmz-lm‘:clz “Prank C, McCarthy donored”, news item in

our Childrca§ ;Em. Kew York, New York, Vol. 6, No. 2, isae
une u :}" ' p. 7’ 001. é.

325 Frank C. MeCarthy, "Cswego Association", nsws

item in Onondaga Chapter Association for thne
Help of Retarded Chi ni orated, 8yracuse, New York,
January 1953, p. 1, ¢ol, 1,

326 Aissociation far the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "AHRC Profile of Frank €. MoCarthy", Op. Cit.,
Po 9, col, 2.

327 Don Qregory, "SBright Future”, feature article
in the pictorial section of the Syracuse Post-Standard
issue of November 29, 1)53, p. 10, entire paje,
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newspaper, Mr. Don Gregory traced the history of the
school founded by the Syracuse Chapter of tne Association
back to March 1952 at the Catholic Youth Organization
building. With text and eight pictures he brought the
history of the school up to the date of the article, Mr.
Gregory indicated the organisation of parents was concentratin.
all iss efforts on the school for retarded children,

The objectiver of the program from its very beginnin.
in 1952 was to: |

eos train and educate the children, who

;::%gg':cﬁgzlinggnthe 1%%::§i;e:£etgi
behavior problems.

The aims and geals in 195420 were to furnish an
enriched envirenmment to develop the child’'s capabilities to
tie fullest extent,

tn May 27, 1955330 the Regents of ti: 8tat: of New

York approved & provisional charter incorporating thne Frank

325 Joseph P. Blank, Op, Cit., p. 110, col, 3.

32y Grace Kaozynaki, Dirnctor of Special Classes,
Onondaga Chapter - Onondaga Chapter of the
Association for the P 4 Children, Incorporated,
Syracusc, New York, Pebruary 10, 1954, p. 1.

330 UhIVerilty of thn State of New York, % ournal
pf the Board of Regents of the Un veral of the
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C. MeCarchy School, The purpose of the school was as
follows:

To establish, maintaln and operate & school
for the education and training of children and
adults with retarded mental dsvelopment, parti~
cularly for those children and adults who are so
scverely resarded that they are and nave been

unable to obtain admission to any public acngoi
in the school distrist in which shey reside,33

Housing Facilitlies

The Onondaga County Chapter opened & school at the
Casholis Youth Organimation bullding in S8yrecquse, New York m
March 195&.332 Two rooms were avalladble, rent-free, Too
classrooms &t the Cathollic Youth Organization moon were in-
adequate for the needs of the children. One classroon sas
small and the other room was far too large for special class
use,

In January ].9533:'"'3 Reverend Robert L. Zoernelde,
pastor of She May Meworial Unitarian Cuurc: offcred five

33 Mn: p. 485,
332 Joseph P, Blank, Op, Cit., p. 116, col, 3,

333 Frank C, MeCarthy, "Great News”, news item in
Cnendaga Chapter letter, Association for the lielp of
Retarded Children, orporated, 8yracuse, New York, issue
of January 13583, p. 1. col, 1.
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rooms in the parish housc for usc as & sclh.ool for retarded
ehildren, The parish housc was an excellent location for
the school since it was centrally located and offered
adequate room for discnarging children from autcmoblles,
On May 1, 1953334 the Onondaga County Chapter opened classcs
at the May Memorial Unitarian Church in 8yracuse, New York.

As far back as December 195&335 a apecial effort
/s wade o convince the Board of Educatlon to grant tie
chapter gpace for classes. At that time it w#as reported
there was "no success so far, but the precedent of other
communities might eventually do 1t".336 Public school
spece was avallable for the Assoclation's classcs in New
York City and Albany,337

The efforts that had heen put forth by the members

of the Association to obtain pudblic school space were

334 Joseph P, Blank, Op, Cit., p. 117, col, 2,

Association for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "Chapter News - Onondaga”, news itewm in Qur
c ' Vol. 4, No. 4, issue of December 1952,
p. ,00. .

Qluociation for the Help of Retarded Cnildren,
Inoemguru s TFrank C, MeCarthy Honored", Op. Cit., p. 7,
001& L)

337 Frederick C, Downing, "Classcs Organized in
Albany: Mentally Retarded Go to 'S8chool'™, news itew with
picture in the Albany Times Union, issue of October J,
1952, p. -, c¢ol. L.
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revarded in 1954330 when a fully equipped schicol building
containing six classrooms, auditorium and a | mnasium .~as
turned over to the S racuse Chapter of tne Lyncourt School
Board.
According to Mr. Jeingold this was due to:
ess CONtinuing pressure deing x.rted on tae
communities to take regponsibility for progrems
for the retarded, resulting in more and more
clagses, for example, going into public school
space, Onondaca received the usc of & whole
8cnool in one of th scaool districts - and,
appropriately enough, the school was named in
noner of Prank C. McCarthy, President.33Y
A diffisulty witn the law was overcome when tie
Sciiool Board grented the use of the bullding without a
leass provided the Association assumad the mainteanance and
other operating costs. Undar state law the Scaool Soard

340 This was similar to t...

could not rent tue premisesn.
azreement that nad been worked out for rooms for tio Asso-

clation's zlasscs in New York Cit-.

338 Jeseph T, Weingold, Annual Report 1553-1454,
Op, Cit., p. 11,

33y Ibid., p. 1l.

340 8yrec Iost-Standard, "Retarded Childr. n
Aid Unit Acquires Eghooi duIIHIng', news item witn picturc,
issue of spril 20, 1354, p. 22, col. 1,
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Numbers of Children and Classecs

Mrs, Earl Fisho'' was & member of the Board of

Dircctors of the Onondaga Chapter of the Association wu.n
the first class opened, Later she became assistant to the
Director of the school when the oclagses were aoused in the
May Memorial Unitariaun Church, 8he indicated five cnildren
comprised tne first clags consisting of four girls and one
boy.

on December 195&3“2 thirt;-six cnildren were
attending classes sponsored by the Onondaga Chapter.

On May 1953, 343 forty pupils were in attendance at
the May Memorial Unitarian Church, B, November the ene
rellment nad increased to it -four pupna.w

A further increase was noted in January 1954345

341 Persounal Interview with Mrs, Pisii, April 5,
1968, 1 p. Copy of m,x'v%w on file in {1l: No. 1, folder
No. 1, Bureau for Mentally Handicapped Children, State
Education Department, Albany, New York.
342 Assoclation for the Help of Retarded Cuildren,
Incorporated, "Chapter News - Onondage", news item in ga_:_:_
’ ue

ildren!s Vo New York, New York, Vol. &, No. 4
cember s Do 6, cof. 2,

3“3 Joseph P, Bm‘f' m' C;t., p. 117.
344 Don Gregory, Op, Cit., p. 16,
345 drace Kmozymski, Sehool Report, Op. Cit., p. L
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when fifty-five pupils were enrolled. In Marc: 1954340

a total of sixty c¢children wers Served in five classcs,
This was followed b another increase in September 1954347
when seventy pupils were in attendance in six classes.

Staffing

dhen the sohool first opened in 19525 the Chapter
hired one professional teacher, who supervised the school amd
also taught the children assisted by ten women. Three of tie
ten were mothers of wentally retarded children,

One professional teacher proved to be inadequate.
dNeed for a full professional stalff was noted. Volunteers
did not work out as well aa vas expected. Comparable to
the MNew York Clty programs

Mothers of retarded children didn't work

out too well as volunteers, for just one

redsons Their own childmn clung to tiem
and disrupted the class,

_ Xom. ‘ Of"?‘g};ool for Retarded
ectlion news
» 195“’ |« '{g 0010 20 ’

347 Asmociation for the Help of Retarded Children,
xncurporlted Onondnm Gount.f Gmmmr %%,
ar

And Now = &ce Kg A ve . AN T &

item, issue of lhrch

thi

348 Joseph P. Blank, Op, Cit., p. 116, ool, 3.
3“9 M’n P 117. col. 1,
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on May 1, 195337 a part time director, Dr. Grace
Kacxynski, was in charge of the program, She had reccived
her training at Harvard as a2 psrchologist. Four teachers
were employed along wvith ten selected volunteers, This
time Mr, Blank states:

Ten carefully-sélected volunteers, none of

inder the Bupervision of the teasherss3i

On November 29, 1953522 the school had & Staff
consisting of a director, four full time and three part time
tachers. The staff also included twenty volunteers.

In January 1954"'53 four full time teachers, five
part time teachers and two speech therapists were on the
staff, Most of the teachers had college educations. Tue
teachers were supervised by a full time director who was
formerl. a school psychologist and still functioned in this

capacity.

350 Ibid., p. 117, col. 1,
351 Ibid., p. 117, col. 1.
352 Don Gregory, Qp, Cit., p. 16,

353 Grace Kasxzynskl, Sehippl Report, Op. Cit.,
P. 2,
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Hours and Claass 8ize

In 19533% the clags sizes ranged from el .t to ten

pupils. The school day ran from ten A.M, to two P.M., but
this wmade too long & day for the puplls. The school day
#as changed fcom nine to twelve eliminating the lunch hour,
The ueho@1355 operated three days a week, Monday, Wednesda;
and Priday.

In 1954 the Onondagh Counsy Chapter of the Asso-
ciatisn provided for fifty«five mentall: retarded children
in five sections organised in the following manners

354 Joseph P. Blank, Op, Cit., p. 117.

355 Frank c' mcaﬂha’ )4 Lo nt to mem-
A ' A Cha Auﬁ%ﬁtm %or % EEI""T‘

n, wpo*‘at&d letter dated August 1,;53.
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Table V.=
Section, Number of Pupils and Chronelogical Age Range

of Pupils Attending the Onondaga County
AHRC Schee) 1954.

e B e ————————
S8ecticn No. of Pupils Chronological Age Range

A 3 58 to =5
B 11 Bl to Y-i
c 11 T=4 to 24-2
D 12 T=-1 to 23=-2
E 12 7=5 to 32«1

P e e e e

Dats obtained from the Onondaza County AHRC Scuool
Meporty Grace Kaczynski, Op. Cit., p. 1.
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T..c school day consisc:d of tiee .ows from
nine A.M, to twelve ' M., four da.s a week,

Un September, 1954356 the clags s were in att.ndance
five days a week.

Selection of Pupils

Children were selected for placement in 1}52357

in the school if they were un@ble to ot into the aasraded
classss of tnc public schools because of lou intelligence or
if the children had behavioral problems.

In 195‘635S the puplls were gel.cted by using tue
Rosenzwelig 8cale. Tne teachers .ated the studsents wicn
they entered school on the following items; wotor, omotional
acsthetic, speec: and toilet training.

The children were re-evaluated on these ltcms at
mid-yvear and at the end of the year. Academic areas wore
determined by grade level,

356 Association for the Help of ictarded Children,
Incorporated, Onondaga County Chapter, Sgrool Notice,
R, Ci%., 1 p.

387 Joseph P, Blank, Op, Cit., p. 116, col. 3.

358 Grace Emezynski, &g%' 1 _Report, Op, Cit., p. 3.
The Rosenswelz 8cale had been developed b, ProleBSsor Rosen-
mua edusational advisor, as a part of the scresnins
procedure for the New York City Association's clagses.,
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The eriteria for admission required oulv that the
¢hild did not have & serious handicap, such ag .1a:t
trouble that might make adjustment to t..0 school pregram
too dangerous for the child's total well being.

A pinimum I.Q. was not set for attendance in the
program., The only sccial barrier to admission was exceasivcly
aggressive behavior whici. could endanger the safely of
others in the group and would make it d4ifficult to handle
the pupil in the classroom setting.

Finanoing the 3chool Progranm

Finai ing the school was a problem, Man.- parents
were financially unable to contribute ver;, muci te t.o
support of the Chapter and the school, The Chapte: members
unabashedl; went into rund-miaing.%" The mothers ran two
teas that nctted $1800., A eoin can collaction was undere
taken with zuidance offered from the New York City office ,3&
which resulted in the sum of $2,000. Volunteers soliciting

359 Joseph P. Blank, Op, Cit., p. 117, col. 1.

360 Assoclation for the Help of Retarded Children,
J:morpomm‘ "Chapter News -~ Onondaga”, news item in

our gg%rm g %Eﬂ New Yori, New York, Vol, &, No. 3,
sue ptember 1,52, p. 6, eol, 1,
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funds on the streets of 3:racuse was reported 88 furnisning,
"gratif -ins results monetaril; and publicit) -wisc",

Tuition {ees for the 1953--5&3UI scl.ocl ear
amounted to three dollars a wcek, Scholarsiips were availani=
for need, families wino could not afford tne expensa.

On Marc. 4, 1955362 Mr. Frank McCarthy arranged
a meeting with members of the Board of Li-~wctors of the
Onondaga Chapter and the five Republican Onondaza Countr
legislators, S8enator Joun H, Huges and Senator Ssarles G.
Shultz as well as Aggewbl men Lawrence M. Rulison, Charles
A. Schoensck, Jr. and Philip R. Chasc were at tinls meetlng,
A discussion was held regarding the proposed legislation to
assist retarded children with 1.Q,.'s below fift. and tue
financial implications d tne legislation,

The meeting proved successful dbecause on April 2,
1955 all five legislators from Onondaga Count;"364 voted
for the bill to permit publisc school 3,8toms to organize
special classcs for tralnable children and ot statc ald

363

361 Joseph P. Blank, Op, Cit., p. 117, col. 1.

. ‘Retarded Cniildien ..id
R Sen, h 5, 1955, p. 1y,

362
to be Studied"
col, 5.

363 New York Assewbly Journal, Joupnal of the
Assembl,, Albany, New York, 1955, p. 3223.

364 New York Benate Journal, Journal of the Senate,
Albany, New York, 1955, p. 2505,
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for deing so.
Operation of the Classcs

The sshool program in 1952°°7 consisted of having
the pupils learn geod social graces, The; had to learn to
take surns., Simple responsibilitics sush as taking off and
hanging up their coats without assistance became & vital
part of the program,

In 1953366 the kindergarten program was an intro-
duction to the Schoel progrem as well as an cpportunit; for
group training and play. Handwork, reading, speech therap.-
and sensory training were incorporated into the program,

In 19533°7 the program consisted of academis work
suoh: as arithmetis, writing and rewmedial reading as well as
nandorafts, Speech and musis,

An advisory cemmithee was arganized in 33533° to
assist in progrem developwment., It included Dr. C.A, Sargent,
Commissioner of Heal$h, Br, William E. Cruickshank, Direstor
of Special ERduwoation, Syresuse Universit;, Dr, Jonn Rogs,

A

365 Joseph P. Blank, Op, Cit., p. 116,

366 Ibid., Pe 118.

367 Don Gmgor s Op. Cit., p. 16,

368 Association for tne Help of Retarded Children,
:mam‘o.mted, "Chapter News -~ Onondaga” valnewa item in Qur

New York, New York, « 5, No. 1, isaue
s P u, col. 2,
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Head of Onondaga County Child Guidance Clinic and Monsignor
Joseph B, Toomey who had agsisted in t..c devolopment of
materials for the mid-century Jhite House Report.

In 195B369 the surriculum consisted of sclf help
skills including toilet training when necessar . Social
skills in the area of table manncrs were taught., Baslc
academic skills were stressed as well as motor skills and
development of eye-hand coordination. S8uc: topies as current
events, safety, arts and crafts, music and rhythimg rounded
out the pregram, 8Speech correction s-rvices wore also
available,

In summary then, the Onendaga Chapter was a direct
outgrowth of the New Yark City Chapter of the Association
for the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated. After
the formation of the Chapter, concentration de-an on a
scheol for retarded children, Sparked b, Mr, Frank C.
McCarthy, the Chapter grew in membership and started sat-llite
chapters that began their own scheools, The school program
frem its inception was designed to trein and educate pupils
who were ineligible for public school placement dus to
low intelligense or unacceptable behavior, The school
received a provisional charter from the cgents of the

3ty Grace Kmozynskl, School port, Up. Cit., p. 3.
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Universit- of the State of New York, The school program
began at the Catholie Youth Organization in 8Svrecuse,
New York 4in March 1952, Two rooms were avallable wilc..
soon proved to be inadaquate for speoial class purposes,
On May 1, 1953 the Association began classes at the May Mewo~
rial Unitarian Church in 8yrocuse, New York where {ive
rooms were avallable in a centrally located facility., Tne
goal of ovtaining placement of classes in a public schocl
bullding was realized when through the efforts of members
of the Chapter a fully equipped school building containing
six classroows, an auditorium and gymasium was turned over .
the Chapter b the Lynsourt S8chool Beard., In order to aveid
dirficulty with the law the School Board granted the use of
the building without a lease with the understanding that tho
Chapter would provide insurance, pay for cperating costs
and maintain the school building,

Five children were enrolled in the first class,
The enrollment gradually built up to thirty-eix ehildren
as of December 15582. In May 1953 the enrollment had
growm to fort, pupils which increased to £AfL. ~lour pupils
by November 1953, This was followed by the addition of
another pupil by January 1954, making the total fift -Tive
pupils. By March 1954 the total number served had grown to
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sixt; pupils followed by an inscrease of ten pupills in
Septewber 1954 when a total of seventy pupils were in
attendance in six classes.

A professional teacher was employed when the
school was started., The teacher was employed as & teachers-
supervisor who was assisted by ten women, three of whom
were mothers of retarded ehildren. The volunteer assistants
proved to be unsatisfasctory with only one professional
teacher-gupervigor, On May 1, 1553 the staff consisted
of a part time direstor, four teachers and ten selected
volunteers. On September 14, 1953 the part time direstor
with a staff of four full time and threc part time teacoers.
Twenty volunteers rounded out the staff., By January 1954 the
school staff had grown to a full time director who also
functioned as school paychologist, four full time teachers, five
part tiwe teachers and two speech therapists.

In 1953 the schesl was in operation three days a
week and the class sise ran £ros eight to ten pupils who
attended school from ten A.M. to two P.M, A four hour day
including luneh hour was carried on.

Pive sections were providing for fifgy-ive
children during the spring of 1954. The school day ran froc
nine to twelve four days & week. In Septemder 1y54 tie
pehool day congisted of three hours,
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The selection of children in 1952 was based on .«
fact that they were unable to get into public school un~
graded classes because of low intelligence or hehavioral
problems. The pupils were selected in 1954 by use of the
Rosenswelg Scale which was also used for evaluating the
progreas of the pupils. Acadenic arecas were determined oLy
grade level, Criteris for admission excluded pupils wito
serious ph:sical handicaps or excessive aggressive belavior
whish would endanger others in & group sctting,

Financial problems were a8 cause of concern in operating
the school sc the Chapter memberp sct out to raise tieoir
om funds. A ¢oin can collestion under guldance of the New
York Cit - office was supplemented b teas which raised
additional funds., Tuition fees ran three dollars a weel
and scholarships were avallable for those familics wio .u.re
ungble to meet the ocost,

8hortl: befor the permissive legislation was passed,
the President of the Onondaga Chapter of the Association,
Mr, Frank C, NeCarthy and members of the Board of Directors
of the Association met with the five lugislators from
Onondaga County. The meating was to axplore the legislation
being sponsored by the Association for the trainable, The
five legislators from Onendaga Count: voted for tne pere
missive legislation of 1955,



PILOT CLASSES IN NEW YORK STATE 190

The school progran in 1952 was basicall:’ one of
carly childhood education somparable to kindergarten
activities with an emphasis on sclf-care, Academic subjects
were limited., Handerafts, speech and music were introduced
in 1953, An advisory committee wag organized to assist in
pregram development,

5. Erie-Niagara Chapter.

Development of the Erie<Miagars Chapter
370

On May 25, 1949 it was reported in Qur
Colldren's Volce that & chapter of tie Association was in

the making in Buffalo, New York. Publicit had evokcd a
resaponse from Buffalo from & parent of & retarded culld., On
Decewber 12, 395057* parents and friends of Erie-Nimgara
counties voted to organize as the Eris-~Niagara Chapter of
the Association, This Chapter was organized under tne
leadership of Mrs, Robert M. Schuyler,

370 ﬁnocution for thc Help of Retarded Childrean,
Incorporated, "Buffalo Chapter of AHRC in the Making",
news Ltem in Our Children's Voice, Mew York, New York, Vol.l,
NO' 3’ mw . ¥ K"' L ‘ p' 7 ] °°10 1 am 2.

371 Assoclation for the Holp of Retarded Children
Incorporated, "New AHRC Chapter Pormed Upstate" s News ltem '

in W New York, New York,Vol. 3, Ne, 1,
isgus anuary-re y 1951, p. 1, col, 2,
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In the fall of 1952372 two different sroups of
parents opened two differont da, training centerg, One was
the Parents Council for Retarded Children, Buffalo District
which was a wewber of the Buffalo Nurser, 8c.o0l. The
President was Mrs. Robert M. Schuyler., The center was
holding classes in the Pilgrim Lutheran Churci: in Kenmore,
New York., The other center was operated by the Assoclation
for the Help of Retardsd Children, Incorporatecd.

Trese $wo groups working in behalf of the mentally
retarded had originally been one organization but due to
differences of opmi.on373 went thelr scparate #8,8. Since
this study covers only the Assoclation for Retarded Ci:ildren,
Incorporated and its efforts regarding schooling for the re-
tarded, only the classes under the Erie-Niagara Chapter
of the Association will be considered.

Both groups continued to conduct programs for ti.
retarded. However, Mr, Weingold indicated that the Erie~
Kiagara Ohapter of the Asscciation was "recognized as the
sole agency speaking for the wentally retarded in that

372 Margaret Pess, "Parents of Aetarded Children
Get Busy on Problem hi third in a series of five articles on
mentally retarded ohildren in the a ourie re
issue of ﬂeptembex‘ 29' 1953, P 15’ COL, .

373 Assoclation for the Lelp of Retarded Ciildren,
Incorporated, Erie-N Chapter, Report ef tne Eri:-
Niagara Chapter, Buffalo, New York, 153, p. I.
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area".?m‘

That there was & nced for serviges is evidenced
by the following comment from an article37> on the mentally
retarded from the Buffalo area. This article not onl: fur-
nished inforwation abeut the chapter's classes but the
public school program as well, In the part of the series
abeut the publie schools the articlce noted:

So far this year 203 children have been
granted certificates of school exemption

besause thev 4o not meet the 5 g.
ments of the special clapses. ?

Objeatives of the Classes

The Erie-Niagara Chapter of tie Assoclation for
the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated, in cooperation
with the Division of Education for Exceptional CThildren of
the 8State Universit; of New York, Colleze for Teachers at
Buffalo, New York, established a pilot project during tie

378 Joseph T. Weingeld, Annual Report, Marc: 1,
1953-June L. 1958, Op, CAb., P. il.

3175 Margares “Pair Chance Sought for
Mentally Retarded Childre “! first in a series of five
articles on mentall: raurded ¢hildren in the Buffalo
Courizr-Expre issue of September 27, 1953, p. L B,
col,

376 Ibid., p. 1 B, eol. 3,
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spring of 1952?77 The purpose of tihe pilot project, “"was
to determine the framework for & permanent program”.> (¢
Not only was it to lead to a permanent program but the
program was to be establighed and maintained by a pro-
fessional starf.379 The program was to be "for those
children who had been excluded from public school programe
because of wmental defioiencg".sso

In September 1953381 the obJectives of t.c program
were three-fold: firstly, to help the children function
to the upper limit of Sheir abilities; Becondly, to assist
the parents in making an adjustment te the problem of
mental retardation and thirdly, to attempt to0 remove the
stigma attached to the retarded child.

D e B 4 Children, Incorporatmd
in cooperution with the Divisinn of Education for Excop-
tional Children, Btate University of New York, Colle.e for
Teachers, Buttalo, New York, August 24, 1952,°20 p.

376 ZIhid., p. 1.
379 Ipid., p. 1.
380 Mt. pP. 3.

381 Nargaret Fess, "Parents of Retarded Children
Qet Dusy on Problem”, Op, Cit., p. 15, col. 3.
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In 195%382 t.c aims of the sc.ocl program were to
offer the pupil opportunities for learaning to live anc
work happily together, Further, the stalff atternpicod to
teach the pupils to do things which they could do in and
outgide of the home to aspist thelir families and for tnei-

on satigfaction,
Housin; Facilities

The Pilot Project of 1952383 488 housed in the
Trinity Methodist Chure: located at Masten and Nortiland
Avenues in Buffalo, New York, Twc classroomng or workroons
as the - were ¢salled were available on the first [loor
along with two bathroom@. The second floor contained a
g unagium and kitechen privileges. Cutdoor play space .us
also available, This area was enclosed wit.. open ncs.
fencing.

In May 1353
room house located at 253 Humboldt Parkway, surfalc, New
York., The school consisted of one large classroom

B4
3 the classes vore nouscd in & nine

382 Nasalle Perr , Educational Director, Eric-
Niagaras Chapter, Bchool mﬁﬁggﬁrm-ﬁw .ara Chapter, Associa-
tion for the Haip uildren, Incorporated, Buffalo,
Hew York, January 89’ lgﬁu, P Q

383 Ellen Akins Thiel, Report on Pilot Project,

Op, €it., P. 8.

3.4 Natalie Perry, Edunational J&“tutﬂr, Brioe
Niagara Chapter, Ou 1 ne ¢ ] L aig
for the Help o.‘t’ Re tarded idren, corpo.ated, Sulialo,
New York, May 15, 1953, p. 1.
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(thirteen by thirt; feet), a small classroom that could be
divided into two small rooms, threec batirooms, & kitchen and
a basement playroom. Additional rooms were avallable for
use as offices, storage and waiting rooms. An cutdoor

vard on three sides of the housc wer. availabls as pla:
areas. The back and one side yard were fenced in,

Numbers of Children and Classcs

Eightesn mhi:!.elrmn:‘w5 were enrolled in two clagsce

in the Pllot PFroject of 1952, Cf tne eigiiteen puplls there
were eight boys and ten ;irls, The chronological age

range of the puplils was from four ;earg-two montis to
fifteen yearsethree wonths.

The handwritten na&etsaa of the school director
showed fourteen ¢hildren enrolled as of September 1y52,
8ixteen children enrolled as of January, 1953 and twenty-four
enrelled as of January 1954,

In June 1954 the ErieeNiagars Chapter continued to

388 Mn. Pe 5

366 HNatalie Perry, Edunatlonal Oirector, Er1a~
Niagarse Chapter, wth of 8cho Aran

the Help of Retarded dre
York, February 15’ 195“, P 1&
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conduct classes in the center at 253 Humboldt Parkwa: in
Buffalo, New York. Thirty children were in attendance in
five groups. The groups were organized on a chronologicel
basis consisting of the following:
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mm H-"

Group and Chronologieal Age Span of Pupils
Enrolled in the Erle-jiagara
AHRC School 1954,

ee——— —
Growp Age
Group 1 four through seven
Group IX five through ten
Group III six througnh eight
Group IV eleven through seventeen
Group V saventeen and older

Data taken from the Report of Erie~Niagars School
Program, Natalie Perry, Op. Cit., p. 1.
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Staffing

During the spring of 1952387 Mrg. Norman Thilk
and Mrs, E, Bradford Hollingsworth of the Erie~Niagara
Chapter of the Association contaected Dr, Maurice Fouracre,
the Director of the Division for Exceptional Children of
the State University of New Yerk College for PThchers at
Buffalo, Mew York., Dr. Fourasre suggested the pilot
project and the use of students enrclled in the Division for
Exceptional Children of the college to ataff the project,
Purther, he recommended that Mrs. Ellen A, Thiel, & faculty
member of the Division for Exeeptional Children assist in
the organisation and supervision of the program. The
Association agreed with this plan, Four seniors were
gelected to serve as teachers in the project.

In 1953388 Miss Natalie Perry directed the progrem
and had two teachers on the staff, Mrs, Thomas Hussey and
Mrs,. P. Louise Price,

The two teachers employed by the Erie-Niagara

Chapter of the Association in 1353 consisted 389 of one

387 Ellen Akins Thiel, Report on Pilot Project,
1952, Op, €it., p. 1.

388 Margaret Fess, "Parents of Retarded Children
Get Busy on Problem”, 0Op, $it., p. 15, col. 4.

389 Natalile Perry, Qutline of Traininz Pro,ram,
ep, Cit., p- 1.
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both
teacher with a backuround in teacuing all a;cs,, in groups

and on a tutorial hasis., S.c 8lso had twrnty vrears teac.d.
experience witn both requalar scnool pupils and cerebral
pelsied cnildren, The other teacher had two years of
nursery school :xpericnce, The volunte.r nelp consist d of
an experilenced soclial worker in cnar.r of scaolars..ips,
a secretary for the director's confid ntial records, a
registered nurge, an office coordinator and helpers, as
well ags a school maintainance worker «#.0 al8o volunt.ered .:i8
time and skills,
In 1954390 two full time teaclcers under ti> supe.=
vision of 8 full time dir.ctor made up tie teac.in, starlfl.
¢n January 10, 1%55391 trie School Committce re-
commended and the Board of Uirectors approved, tie cmplo)-
ment of & part time social worker for two to three da:s
per wWeek with a salary prorated from a base salar; of $4,. 00

3p2

per year full time. O(n March 13, 1355 Mrs., Brown was

350 Natalie Poere,, SC£291 kﬂgrt, 02: Clt', p. 1.

341 Canalrman of the 8chool Comaittee, ygggrangum
apter,

to Miss Perr¥, Educational Director, Erie-Niagara
Assoclation for the uelp of Retarded Conlldren, Incorporated,

Buffalo, New York, mecmorandum dated January 16, 1355, 1 p.

392 Chairman of tue 8Scuool Commitire, Memoranduwm

to Miss Perr¥,Educat1anal Director, Erie-Niagara Chnapter,
Association for tne delp of Retarded Cnildren, Inc teu,

Buffalo, New rork, memorandum dated March 13, 1955, 1 p,



PILOT CLASEES IN NEA .0 STATE 200

bired as & social worker, 8ne was uirel fui ten uours o r
week at $3.00 per nour. Tue social worker's relatlon to
tae school program director was a collatsral arrangement
since t.e social s.. .. r was responsidble only to tu: Board
of Directors.

Hours and Class Sizc

In 1952393 tor demonstration projcct consisted ol
two classcs. The nursery class contained elzi:t children.
Ten ¢::11dren were reistered in tne older group. Botu
groups met daily Monday ti..rough Friday i‘rom nine A,l, to
one P.M,

In 1953394 the class sesslcns were [rom uir to
two hours per day on a five day poyv week hasis., As ..
June 195339° twenty pupils were grouped as follows: Group
A consisted of fivc puplls wno attended school Monday
from 1:30 to 2:30, Group B contained three pupils wno
attended sc.i00l Tuesdays from 1lil5 to 12:00, Group C hed
ei:ht pupils who were in attendance Tiursda,s from 1130
to 3130, and the older group cousisted of four pupils wio

393 aEllen Akins Thiel, Report on Pilot Project,
gn. ci!., p. »

394 Nataldie Perry, Cutline of Trainin: Procrams,
cp. Cit., P. 2.

395 Natalle ¢.rry, Educational Sirector, Erie-
Niagara Cnapter, g;gggigggggéggh Assoclation for t.e nelp
of 2.tarded Culldren, Incorporated, Buffalc, New Yok,

June 1953, 1 p.
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were in attendance from 93100 to 11:00 four days a week,
Monday, Tuesday, wWednesday and Friday,

As of February 15, 1954396 twenty-four pupils
were attending dalily school programs as follows: nine
were attending on a one hour basis, ten were attending &
one and one-=half hour class and five culldren were
attending a two hour class,

Oon October 31, 1 954397 the School Committee approved
a three hour program.

On April 17, 1955398 the 8chool Committee requested
and was granted a five hour program for the duration of t.c
school year with no change in tuition,

Selection of Pupils

In 1952572 onildren were eligible for admission
in the pilot project if they had besn excluded {rowm public

396 Natalie Perry, Growth of Scnool Prosram, Op, Cit.,

p. 1.

397 Chairmean of tie Scheol Comuittee, Erie~
Niagara chuptorgonsnooiation for the Help of nutarded Chile

dren, Incorporated, Buffalo, New York, randus to Miss
Perry, Educational Director, Ostober 31, fgga, 1 p.

358 Chairman of the School Committee, Erie-
Niagara Chapter, Association for the Help of Retarded Chile

dren, Incorpora Eurrtlo New York randun to Miss
Perry, Education D&rec ril 17, i)?%l T p.

399 Ellen Akins Thicl, Report on Piloy Projest,
ORs Cit., P. 4.
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school or would de exsluded when they reached school
age. Children were also included wio were on vacation
from public school special slass, or those mentally re-
tarded pupils who would be eligible for special class
placenent when they attained school age. }

In 1953"%° ghe ohildren in the program had I.Q.'s
ranging from untestable to sixty and were chronologisally
from four to twenty years of age., During a converaation"o1
wish Miss Perry who is now Mrs, Gruen, she indicated that
those children who were admitted were primarily school
exslusions.

In May 1953°%% tns oriteris for admission in-
cluded an observation of the child in the home or at the
center by the director, If a vacancy existed in a parti-
cular group, preference was given to the child whose
parents had been working for the chapter for the longest

period of tiwe. Recent paychologieal tests were required

400 Natalie Perry, Qutline of Training Programs,
Op, Cit., p. 2

401 MNrs. dalter Gruen, Personal conversation with
the wr%teri c¢onversation took piace 555353:”§§s"%;s7‘"r”

opy points covered on file in file No. 1, roIAer No. »
Bureau for Mentally liandicapped Children, State Education
Departuent, Albany, New York,

o2 Natalie Perry, Outline of Training Programs,
Op. Cit., p. 1-2.
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§
as well as a pnysician's report stating t.e child was abl 1w

attend school,

In January 1954“03 the criteria for admission in-
cluded an approval by a physician statin; that tue child
was well enouzgh to participate in roup activities, A
psycholozical test was not required. Tnc child was not to
be disturbed by being in a group or be too dlsturbin: to i
group. Nevertheless, a trial period was recommended to

fully determine the functioning lovel of the chilld.

Financing the 8chool Program

At the June 1952“04 meeting of the Assoclation, a

tuition fee of six &ollary a week was eatablished for the
pilot program. Six families pald fift, -four dollars for

the full term., Families of twelve children paid full
tuiticn covering the number of dars cach of the twelve
children was in attendance, The full cost of the program wss

;107%.02.“05 Tuition accounted for $63y.75 of the income,

403 Natalie Perry, School Report, Op, Cit., p. 3.

404 Ellen Akins Thiel, Report on Pilot Projcct,
92! 0120, p' “.

405 Inid., p. 16.
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The balance of the expenses or $434,27 was subsidized
by the Asseeiation.

In December 1952%°C over $7,000 was raised by
the membershlp of the Erie-Niagara Chapter of the Assccla-
tion during a fund reising project for a school for
retarded children named Happiness liouse, The EBrie County
Zank granted a mortgage,

In March 1953 members of the Erie Mag;araz‘w
Chapter of the Association enlisted the aid of the western
New York Taxpayers Association, The Jestern New York
taxpayers group wrote letters to state senators and agsembl-
men urging paseage of two bills for state aid to mentally
retarded children, JFurther, the taxpayers association
contacted legislators from ten counties around the western
part of the state indicating the desiradbility of passage
of thz legislation, According to Mr., Bernard J. Bunn;,
Chairman of the Erie-Niagara Chapter's legislative committesn
other chapters throughout the state were conducting siuilar

B06 Asscciation for the lielp of Retarded Children,

Incorporated, "Chapter News, Erie-Niagare Chapter", in
Wuw York, New York, Vol. 4, No. 4, isme
ember 152, p. o, ¢ol, 1.
"Paxpayers Group

Urges p 3 Iren”, issue of March 15,
1953, p. 10 C, ool. 7-&. worda in parenthesis are writeris).
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campaigns., Mrs, James Cuffe, president of the Jdestern

New York Taxpayers Assoclation saild the werding (of the law
regarding the mentally retarded) was contrary to the State
Constitution wnich guaranteed free pudlic education for

all ochildren,

By 1953“08 financing the center was a constant
struggle, Sciiool fees and dues of the Association's 125
menbers took care of about one-nalf the cost, The balance
was met by gifts and donations.

In speaking about financial implicationj Senator
Brydges stated:

I will reintroduce the d111(bill calling for
children with I,Q.'s below £ifty) this year
(1954) said 8e, Brydges, wWe're going to put
up a2 real fight. The Public is becoming more
and more conscious of this problem. The
bilt got nowhere last year because of the
cost.

Most agencies seem to feel that thelr res-
pongibility ends with the diagnosis of retar-
dation, Parents are frustrated at lake (sic)
of facilities. These children are as much
the responsibility of society as the ages,
the financially dependent, or the mentally
i1l, Parents and thelr organisations are
doing 2 wonderful job, But the, must have 40
assistance through public funds and programs, J

408 Margaret Fess, "Parents of Retarded Chaildren
Get Busy on Problem", Op, Cit., p. 15, col. 5,

809 Margaret Fess, "Guidance from Infancy is
Goal for Mentally Retarded”, fifth in the series of five
articles on wentally retarded children, in the Buffalo
55 s col. '4-5.

r-gxpre Issue of Ootober 1, 1953, p.
inﬁ% in parentnesis are writer's),
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In 1954 1t was concluded more funds were needed

to make the:
Demonstration sc.ucol more effective if
teachers' salaries and teaching load and
types of ehildren could stimulate conditions
that publis ’ﬁ¥8°1 classes of this sort
“'mu have .
The director of the school wmade an attempt to put
the parent sponsored classes on an equal basis with public

scnoocl classes.

Operation of the Classes

The Pilot Projectall

closed August 15, 1952. The first day consisted of regis-
tration and interviews, A total of forty dally group

opened on June 16, 1y52 and

sessions was beld, The avallable data on eacn ¢hild
furnished the basic foundation for ezacn cnild's individual
program. This data including medieal and psychological
records, progress reports from previously attended group
expaeriences and information from parents were assembled
when the child entered the program. Teachers daily
observations of the childrens' performance supplemented the

410 Natalie Perry, Edusationsl Director, Erie-

gtagnrn Cg:pte;‘tbongdwerm Prﬁgggg - Aé@%? Erie-Niaéara
gﬁggg;, sos on fer p O e en
orpo ’

rated, Buffalo, New York, June 1953, p. 11,

, 411 Ellen Akins Thiel, Report on Pilot Project,
op. Cit., pe 5-6.
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reports.,

Two inventories were gradually compiled., The
first consisted of those arcas that appeared to interfere
with the child's performance, such as familial and
environmental factors in intelligence, emotional distur-
bances and sccial maladjustwment, systemic impairment,
speecn preblems and neurological impairments. Thesc aress
were carefully classified,

The second inventory included & record of the
child's performance in the dally program. 8uch areas as
concepts, abilities and interests were noted. These
inventorieg were used a8 the basis for indiviéual pro;rams,
In this manner it was possible to provide for the differences
among the children in rate, staze and potentiality of deve-
lopment,

Conferences were helq each week for a three nour
starff conference. At this time the performance and progress
of the children were discussed and plans were formulated
for future procedures, Written reports we.e kept on cach
child.

The scurriculum was bascd on family 1ife and was
designed to motivate each ¢hild to develop self=expression,
sellf-care, and social adjustment, Activities such as
rhytiom band, warching, singing, creative play witi. paint,
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clay, sand and bloccks, stories and recoxvds, play with
educational toys, tollettraining, dressing, cating, rest,
family life play, simple group games and field trips to
stores and a restaurant comprised the bagic activities.

The pilot project was:

sse 30 Buccessful that more t.an twenty

children were enrolled in the fall tutoring
1352 at the Jewish Center of Baffalo.si2

The article went on to ntateu13 that all tne
c.1lldren d1d very well, two were ready for first-grade
work and one child was ready to go from special class to
a regular class as a result of the pilot project.

In 1953“1“ the general aims of tue class taugnt
by Mrs. Price wWere largely nursery; education experiences
including: bead atringing, cutting, simple gawes,
buttoning, telephone conversations, speecu games, puzzle
board activities, use of ocutdoor play apparatus, singing

games and fidd trips. Tils was supplemented b music

412 Association for tne lelp of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, "Chapter Reports, Erie-Nisgara Chapter",

in OQur %hélgign's Voé%es New York, New York, Vol. 3, No, &4,
issue o ptemd- =~October 1551, p. 6, col, 1.
413 1Ivid., p. 6, col, 1,

414 Louime Price, General Aﬁgﬂ of tne Clags, Erie-
Niagara Chapter, Associstlon for the P O tara-d Cuil-

dren, Incorporated, Buffalo, New York, 1953, 1 p.
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activities,

The director and staff with the help of the
parents were attempting to operate a professionally opsrated
school in 1983, They enlisted the aid of prominent autio-
rities in the areas of wedicine, sccial work and education.
The advisory group consisted of:

8ister M, Benedict, teacher at Mount Saint
Joseph Teachers College; Miss Anne iiogan,
psychelogist, Niagara Falls Board of Education;
Mrs. Anna Smerka, teacher and Joun Avery, prin-
cipal of tne Occupational Education 8chool,
Lackawanna, New York and Dr, A, Kalinowski,u
consulting Pediatrician at St., Rita's Home, 1

Margaret Fess reported:

Three children profited so muc:.. from t.e
program the year before that thoy were able 416
to attend specilal classes in the public scuool.

The Association was becoming effective as Margaret

Fess stated:

It (the Amsociation) is constantly .aining
more support from powerful groups, such as the

medical prorﬁi’ion, universities and social
work groups.

415 Mapparet Fess, "Parents of Retarded Chuilldren
Get Busy on Problem", Op. Cit., p. 15, col, 4,

416 Ibid., p. 15, col, 3,
417 Inid., p. 15, col, 6.
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In lggauza

teachers on repert blanks noting changes that cccurred
within the vear, The teachers were also required to write
additional reports regarding the childrens' progress.
Determination of progress was alsc handled by having them

the pupils were evaluated by the

re-evaluated by community agencies.

Basically the school program as viewed by the
School Director was to be three phases. Miss Perry
stated:

418 Natalie Perry, 8School Seport, Op. Cit., p. 3.
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Most of our children will belong to treining
%;oapt. #hile the aima will vary slightly

om group to group, the general aims for all

the training groups can be outlined as follows:

1. Helping the cnhild to help himself (toilet-
ing, feeding, dressing).

2. Helping hiw to get al with others,

3. Helping the child to ratand language
and to express his wants and feelings
through language.

4. Melp the ohild to get along in home and
community,

5. Improve his physical coordination,

6, Develop ability to use his senses as effec~
tively as poasible,

T. Develop manual skills.

8. Broaden interests and knowledge of his
environment,

A few of the children in the training goups
aay in time he ready for pre-academic training.
Su:gytraiuanc will be provided when tney are
re .

Many of our ¢hildren are not yet ready for tre
training groups. These are the children about
whom least is known. It will be our aim:

1. To work with groups of these children and try
to help them to become more aware of the
people and tiuings in their environment,

2, To observe the ¢hildren garefull in order
that we way learn more about tnem in an
attempt to help them more fully.

A few of our children sre not able to be
part of a group. Por these we should provide
& home treining program, A qualified person is
needed to g0 into the home to spend time with
the child and to help the parents to care for
the child, There are a very few special cases
of children who have enough ability to be in
public school classes, but for various reasons
they did not adjust, Our aim for these chil~-
dren is ffgn°lp them learn to work and play in

& group.

819 n!&-' p. 5.
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In June 195&“20 because of the problems of trans-
portation into Buffalo the Niagara County members of the

Association started their own class for trainable pupils.
In summary, the Erie-Niagara Chapter of the

Association for the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated
cooperatively established a pilot projJect in the spring of
1952 for mentally retarded children who were excluded from
public school programs. The Director of the New York State
College for Teachers at Buffalo recommended staff and
students from his division to supervise and carry out the
program, The project was a summer project that was to
point the way to a permanent program.

The need for assistance was evident in that 203
children were exeumpt from attendance in public school
prograns. From early objectives of determining the frame-
work for a prograwm the objectives took three dimensions,
Two pertained to the child, in that the program was to
assist in helping the child function on as high & level as
possible and remove the stigma of mental retardation. The
third was designed to assist the parents in making an
adjustment to the problem of mental retardation., The aims

420 Natalie Perry, Educational Director, Erie=-
Niagara Chapter, Report of Erie~Niazara School Program
Association for the Help of REE?FEE& Cnildren, Incorporated,

Buffalo, New York, June 20, 1954, p. 2.
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of the school program in 1954 were along social lines
stressing utilitarian values.

The pilot project began in the Trinity Methodist
Chureh. Two classrooms and two bathrooms were used by the
classes. hen the preject went on a permanent basis, a
nine rocm residence was converted to a schoel,

This project enrolled eighteen pupils in two
classes, The children ranged in age from four years-two
months to fifteen years-three months., During the school
year 1952 fourteen pupils were served, in 1953 pixteen and
in 1954 there were twenty-four., By June 1954 the center was
providing for thirty children in five age groups.

The project began with & director who was a
specialist in exceptional childrenr, and four college seniors
specialiging in work with exeeptional children, Following
the pilot project a director and two teaschers were employed
for the school program., Both teachers were experienced
one having taught regular grade pupils and children with
cerebral palsy. The other teaoher had two years nursery
school experience, Volunteer assistance was made up of
an experienced social worker, a secretary, a registered
nurse, an office coordinater and helpers There was alsc a
school meintainance worker.

As 2 result of the pilot projest during the
summer of 1952, inventories of the children were compiled,
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Starf conferences were held each week to discuss the
children and the program. The curriculum was hasically
sxperimental in nature an: contained many features of a
nursery education or early chil:dheod progrem. The pilet
progran was auccessful in that twenty children were to be
continued in the fell, Two ehildren did so well they were
ready for firstegrade work, cne child was ready for regular
class as a result of the pilot project. There were also
three pupils who went on to apecial elasses in the public
school, An advisory group was enlisted tc asalut in proe
grar development. This group was made up of educatorsa, a
medical person, an administrator snd a psycholo;ist,

Evalustions of pupils wers carefully conducted in
the school and community agencies assisted in re-evaluations.

gradually a curriculwa for the trainadble had
evolved, In June 1954 the Nlagara County members began
their oun class thus decentraliring the center in Buffalo,
This was done because of transprortation problenms,

The surmary and conclusions of this study will now

follow,



SUMMARY AND CCNCLUUSICONS

The purpose of this study was to determine the
effects of the organization of parents of mentally re-
tarded children into the Asscefation for Retarded Chil-
dren, Incorporated and the schools which they atarted on
the legalising of eduestion »f the trainable retarded in
¥ow York State,

The research steps were firstly, to trace the
erigin and develomment of the Asgzoeicntion for Retarded
Children, Incorporated., Secondly, a survey was undertakesn
of the seventeen shapters and the twenty-five schools
bolﬁg operated by the chapters zt thet time, Only those
chapters and schools were surveyed that were in operatiom
prior to the permissive legislation of 1955, This legis~
lation legalized the operation of speclal classes for the
trainable within the publiec schools of New York State.
Purther, it provided also, financial assistancse should a
school distriet organize m class or classes, Regulations
accompanied the law, thereby insuring regulstory provisions
for the organization snd operation of these clasass,

Noting the strong similarity in evolution in the
seventeen chapters and their schools, it was decided to
concentrats first on the Wew York City orgenization of
parents snd achools, Fer this was the begimning of the

Assoelation of parenta who were tc provide the argressive
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leadership resulting in the formation ¢f concomitant chapew
ters of the association throughout the state, which in turn
was to provide a cumulative effect, Further conecentrated
effort was devoted to thres un~-tate chapters of the asso-
ciation and their schocls, This offered a state~-wide
panoramie view in that the chapters and schoels ccvered

the main srterial line of state travel and conssguently
enconvassed a large population within geopraphlocal areas
studied,

A asurvey of the literature revealed a dearth of
information concerning similar movements ¢f parent groups,
Biatoriocal antecedents were presented to trace the develop-
ments leadins to the formation of the Assocliatien,

Chapter two described the rcole of the Asasociation's
development, This was done to indicate ihe need served by
the Assoclationi especially to note its rosition regarding
pilot or demonstration classes, In constant communieation
with members of the various chapters being established
throughout the state, the New York City office through its
able repreascntatives, primarily Mr, Joseph 7. Wein;old,
carrisd out activities common to any centrel office, ThLeuw
activities consisted of instrueting and reinforecing chapter
offices throuphout the length and breadth of Hew York -tate,
This sumulative offect of increasing numbers of chapters
and sehools ncurisched and vitalized the Wew York City
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office, theredy sccentuating the ineressed demands for
service,

An assoclation thrives on issuss and this was in-
deed a worthwhile issue, The parsnts had nothing to lose
for they bad limited service., (Thirtye-one classes were in
operation in New York City and had been operatins cince
1929, 1Ironically, these elasses were beiny operated ocut-
side the law, BSeldom if ever was so much done feor so many
iliegally, One can only imarine the great number of re-
tarded children and their parents who were sssisted over
the years and had no knowledge that they were in effect
breaking the law, The New York City scheol system was in
turn guilty of aiding and abetting, Two classes were slso
beingz oparated illegally in public schoocls on Long Island
at Hauppauge and Garden City,)

Por purpeoses ¢f clarity and sase in presentation
the oclasses were studied with respect to the following
areast 1) Objectives of the Pilot Clmases) 2) Housing
Facilities; 3) Wumbers of children and oclasses; L) Staff-
ings 5) Bours and Cless Size} 6) Selection of Pupils;

7) Pinancing the School Programj 8) Opcration of the
Pllot Clmsses,

Chavter four described and reported on the three

representative up-State chapters and scheools using {he

same procedure ag that for the Yew York ity effort, This
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offered an opportunity to compare the four chapters (New
York City, Westchester, (nondaga and Erie~liagara) and
their resultant schools, From this data it was then pos~-
sible to draw 8 historicel synthesis inductively. This is

pressnted az the Sumary and Conclusions,
The Development of the Asscciation

Originating out of sheer desperation over the lack
of services for her child, one parent, Mrs, Arthur Greenberr,
had the courage to step forth and admit to leing the parent
of & mentally retarded child, T7This was not an easy task due
to the ignorance that existed rerarding mentsal retardation
and mental ilinesa, Out of this determination and aggres-
sive desire to de something for her child, Mrs. Greenbers
originated an association which championed the welfare of
the mentally retarded, This asscciation developed from an
unknown organization of parents and friends of the retarded
tc & known and powerful spokesman for the trainable,

The plage of birth of the association, New York
City, saw & r.ovement that rrew from a feeble berinning in
1949 and gradually spread out until it encompassed the
state in 1955, Chapter offices were organized usually on
a county or multiecounty basis snd each added strenpth to
ths central headquarters in New York City,
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Importent within this developin: association were
the aspsets of leadership. The organizers were educated,
affluent lawyers, advertising and management consultants,
as well as prominent business men, Some were alsc medical
men who like the others wers either parents of retarded
children or friends of the retardsd and their families,

This was an emotional cause ss it struck et the
very fiber of family and home 1life., In none of the docu=
ments or any published material was any voice ever ralsed
to deny services to these unfortunate children and their
parents, The question concerned which governmsntal body
was to provide the servise rather than any denisl of service
per se, Two large govermmental iLodies were directly in-
volved and both offered service to the mentally retarded.,
The first was the Department of Mental Hygleme, Informe=
tion available indicated that thls was an unacceptable
solution., Parents were rseluctant to place their children
in institutions, For those parents who would consent there
were lack of proper facillitles and long waiting lista, PFure
ther, many parents bad expressed an interest in keeping
their ehildren at home, In fact, the thirtyeocne classes
organized in the public schools in New York City and the
two established on Long Island were porforming this very
function, It sesamed with the precedent already set that
the efforts put forth by the Assocliation would be to
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oxtend services within the puvlic schools, This iz exaetly
what happened,

The power that the Associstion was able to develop
and wvhich resulted in change is notewerthy, The exanmple
sst by the Asscciation has been emulated by subsequent
asscoiations, The Asacciation for Brain Injured Childrem
and the regent trend toward providing services for the
multiple handiecapped sre two such examples.

Monelithie, burscaucratic riants are not easily
susgeptible to change., Indeed, the present problems re=
lated to change and change sgents are deeply rooted in the
laek of {lexibility of large institutional organizations
to adapt to change, We have no way of knowing just how
long it would have taken to effeet the changes that were
greatly accelerated by the Association but we can be sure
it never would have transpired as raridly as it did unless
pressure techniques were used, Althoush the preasure was
carefully disguised in a sedate, reasonatle, frequently
friendly atmosphers, the intontions of the Association to
change the pattern of providing servicesz for the trainalle
are elearly evident,

Followin, the initial growiny pains when orpeaniza-
ticnal matters were essentially predominant the officers cf
the Association, with gui.unoce from educational consultants

embarked on various preojects that were trceifically dewined
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to offer servise, Reccognizing early that they had neilther
the time, funds or professicnal knowledge to offer a mulw
tiplieity of services for the mentally retarded, the leader-
ship devoted themselves to one particular aspect of the
entire problem of serviees for the mentally retarded, name-
ly, public school classes for the trainable, These clasaes
which the Asscelation would establish were to prove that

the tralnable c¢hildren of school age could be provided for
on the local level,

In sumaxy, e series of factors affocting educa-
tional provisions for the trainable are brought into per-
spective, These clarify the import of the development of
ths Assocliation and its efforts, 1) Certainly, the fastor
of leadership is svident throughout the entire organize-
tional process of the Aasocistion, &) A political factor
can be observed frum examining the political pressure thet
the members of the Assogiation brought to bear on the
legislators, 3) A very important social factor is demon-
atrated by the influence of the public on ;overmmental
action, L) An economiec factor is observable due to the
pressure of the nmembers of the New York City Chapter to
demand scheoling for their children within the publie
schools of the New York City system, 5) A peneral educa-
tional factor can be noted by the wealth of publicity wl.ich

caused some degree of enliphterment rerarding the
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non=¢ducable which led to more refined definitions of cate-
tories of msntal retardation (custedial, treinable and edu=-
eable), This Adeereased the stipgma attached to those in the
trainable category, 6) A success fastor arising ocut of the
noticeable pride of accomplishment of those chapters that
wanted to retain their own schoels with financial aid from
the State 48 observable also,

Selection of Pupils

One of the first major desizions that had tc be
made by the Associstion concerned the type of pupil who
would be provided for in the classes, The first school
oparated by the Association was established by the Weste
cheassy Chapter, The school board began with an open door
policy but gradually drew up oriteria for selection of the
trainable. Although the Westchester school was the first
dsmonstyation school and continued tc develop a full blown
progran of services for the trainailes, the bmaic selsection
eriteris adopted by all Chapters came out of New York City,
Again the leadsrship factor 1a evident for it was the stall
of the New York City office who drew on expericnces from
the Westchester Chapter and the classea for the trainable
in operatiom in the public schools of Wew York City, alon;:
with the information obtelned from two very rroductive

mestings in Wew York to hammer cut the s lection eritoria,
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The pasycheolegists who examined the children, ihe paychel=
ogintedirector from the Westchester Sechool, eduecational
advisors and staff of the Association met to develop the
eriteria that would determine eligibility for the olasses.
Care wes exereised In involving professionals thereby
avoidine ecomments that would detract from the major effort,
Thease criteria then became poliecy and as :uch were
spelled out carefully in the Projests Manual distributed to

each Chapter so that schoelz would have the necessary ine
formation on hand, thereby assuring & uniform selection
prosédure in order to prevent jeopardizinge the entire move-
ment, Thie development of eriteria for zclestion was most
suceénsiul, In fast the points raised by the Assoeciation
regarding the torm trainsble rather than ssverely retarded
were written inte the Regulations of the Commiscioner of
Zducation exeetly as the Asscciation wished, This was
‘proof of the ability of the ataff of the Associmtion to
influeneo the lducaticn Department,

e Erie-Niagara chapter's school was instrumental
in seeing that a trial period was recormended to determine
fumetioning level, A trial perlod apieared in the Repulaw
tions egain on the insistence of the Assoclation reemphasiz.
ing the effect that the Association had in makin- chances

in the Rersulatioms of the Commissioner of 'ducation,
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In order to invelve the Kew York City school system
in the evaluation of pupils snd insure the constant influence
of the parents of the retarded (thereby making them more
cognisant of the lack of services) a pupil could not be
aggepted for placement in the purent operated classes un~
less he were first rejected by the New York City system.

The Asscolation's experienees had alerted them to
the frailties of the svaluation procedures undertaken by
staff of the public schcols in New York City., Therefore,
the Assccistion required the parents first to reglster
their children with the publliec schoel authorities,

The final eriteria sdopted by the Association
sovered the physical, mental and soeisl aress of develop=
ment leading to a clearer undepstanding of this category
of mental retardation,

The sslestion of pupils had been 8o succesaful that
Teachers College of Columbia University used the pupils
from the pilot project in & summer aession workshop for
teachers in 195k,

In swmary, thres important factors appear in
selecting pupils for the pllot classes, Piratly, the
leadership factor is agaln evident, Bocondly, a profes-
sionaliasn factor that permeates the entire selection prow
cedure 1s readily observable, The ~uildelines of selection
of all ehildren for speeial class placement in zclicols for



SUMMARY AND “ONCLUSTONS 21s¢

the trainable operated by the parents as well as those
operated by the public schools followiny the permissive
legiaslation of 1955 eun be traced to the criteria set by
the Yoew York City office ol the Azsociation, Finslly, an
sducative factor 4is observed ihat resuvlited in the success
of the olasses end a continuance of the definition of the
type of pupil deemed tralinable which has withstoocd the
test of time,

Financing the Schools

Onice the decision wae made concerning the tyre of
pupil tc be served the question of funding the schools bew
came a matter of paramount importance,

All chapters required tuition from the parents whose
pupils were attending the pilot classes, .hile this ereated
hardships feor the parents (fees varied from six dollars a
month for the pilot projset st | rie-rlapara to seventy-five
dollars a month at the Westchester “chool) it accentuated
the need for parents to continuc to astrive for public schoel
education for their children,

3oholarship committees were orpanized by each ehar-
ter, arain on adviee from the New York Cit, offiece, The
latter not only defined the schelarship criteria “ut pre=
pared an itemized budget for uie of the chapters in setting
up classes,
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Aeting on instrustions from the New York City office
members of chapters raised money through various fund raise
ing activities, whieh in twm assisted in bringing the
afforts of the Association to the attention of the public,
T™his created a cumulative offeet by pointing out the inab-
1lity of govermmental agencies to provide needed services
for thess unfortunate childrem, ~fforta of the staff of
the Association to get suppert from the hducation Depart-
ment proved futile as far as obtaining funis was concermed,
However, this only atrengthened the determination of the
Assoolation to keep pressing the Education i epartment with
demands for servise, Thus they plased the onua of respone
sibility on the Education Department where it was dus to
remain until the legislation wea passed,

Follanthropis organizations gontributed to the
afforts of the Asaccistion to ralse funds. The Western
New York Taxpaysrs Association, the Roard of Governors of
the Association of New York State Young Republican Clubs,
Inecorporated, legislators from Onondaga County, snd Senator
Brydges (at that time, Chalrman of the idueation Committee
and who submitted the bill) supported the legislation for
funding the classes,

The cumuative aeffest ¢f the chapters is made very
evident by the Executive Directort's telerrarm to the Governor

urging passage of the lerlslatlion on Lehalf o twentyeone
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chapters of the Assceciation and pointing out the financlal
savingas of classes in the ocommunities over costs of instil-
tutional care, After this was shown the issue was no
longer in doubt, The claases would recelve funds,

In summsry, we can obzerve the following factors
in financing tho sachcola, The factor of publicity attached
to the fund raising enterprises, This eliminated the pos=-
sibility of education under other ;;overmmental agencies,
An economic factor can be seen in that the Asscciation by
determining the actusl costs of educstion for the trainable
under parent operated claseses and comparin this with the
sost of institutionalization, showed the saving that would
scorue to the State, The leadership fasctor can also be
ebserved in that oriteria were established for scholarships
by the central office and also in that politieal support
was fortheoming due to efforts of the New York City office
and chapter coffigces thrvoughout the ntate,

Staffing the Schools

The Asscciation's Westehester School Board exerted
leadership in establishing the {irat sehool under parent
auspiees, Purther, when the school board employed a psye
¢hologistedirector and teacher they laid the groundwork

for an educational progran,
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Prom this established program,teachers and educa-
tional directors (rather than medical rersonnel) would
staff the pilet sshools throughout the :tate, accentuating
the need for sdusation to assume the onus of responsibility.

The kExecutive Direstor of the Association, Mr,
Weingold, drew on the experiences of the Westchester 3chool
in eatablishing clmsses in Yew York City and from these
ocumulative experiences svolved the Projects Manual. The

manual specified the need for teachers, speech correction-
alists; soveial workers and other staff memders, Teachers
with early childhood education experiences were found to
work exssedingly well with the trainablej soc well in faot
that this was one of the major ehanges recommended by the
staff of the Association when asked to react to the He ulaw-
tions of the Copmissioner of Edueation, Consequently, the
entire ares of teacher training in the field of the mentelly
retarded was changed to comply with the suggestion of the
Assosiation, The Education partment carried this one
atep further and gave dual certification to both the
teachers of the trainable and the vducable,

The teachers employed by the Assoelationts pilot
sohools generally held degrees and salaries were comparable
to those of regular teachers in publie school positions,

In summayy, an educational facter is noted with

four main effects, Firstly, an early need for anecillary
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personnel was cbaerved and included in staffing recommendae
ticns by the ataff of the Assceiation, Secondly, the qual-
iricationa for teacheyrs to staff the classes were set down
based on experiences proven effective by the Assoclation,
Thirdly, an equality of benefits in keeping with the de~
mands of public school salury schedules was maintained by
the Association, therebdby, equatins the parent operated
classes with the publie school classes, Finally, throurh
the efforts of the Asscalation the foundation program of
teacher training was changed to include teachers of sarly
ehildhood education and, further, tsachers of the trainable
and of the educable regeived dual gertification thus placing
the teachers of the trainable on an equal certification
level with the latter,

Housing

The availability of adequate faeilities continually
plagued the Assoslation. In New York City the noticesble
lack of suitable quarters in which to conduct classes stand
out as one of the major obstasles to rood, sound progran
development, Nevertheleas, the classes did ret started
and gradually more suitable quarters were located, The
New York City demcmstration projeet was ocne of the most
if not the most suscessful of all of the Chaptrr pilot

classes, Firstly, it covered s lurge hijhly porulated
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area, Sesondly, it offersd classes both within publie
school bulldinmgs and in a residentisl) building squippred
a8 & sshooly Thirdly, the classzes were some of the first
establizhed and therefors served as a model for other
chapters that were developing pilot classes, The lagal
suit won by the 'estchester Chapter and the vietory in
obtaining putlic school space in the public schools in
New York City were psyechologloal triuwaphs for the members,
This reinforeed the determined efforts ¢f Loth chapters
to continue tc press further for services for their chile
drens Greater emphasis for public school plagement of
elnsses in the Dronx would have transpired had not a
philanthropie group, the Joshua Orphan Ald, domated a
building for the Assoclistion?s glasses,

Again the Projects Manual developed by the New
York office based on thelr experiences furnished guidee

lines for other chapters of the Association throuchout

the state, These guldelinea on housing furnished con-
crete, proven evidenge to the chapters of how pilot
claases could be set up and the necessary housing for
such classes, This cut immeasursbly the time involved

in exploring une=tenadble solutions to housing pilot classes
and thereby ocutting the risk of failure in their efforts
to establish & pilot class or clamsez,
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Not only does this show the leadership exerted from
the New York offics but the legal brief that won the suit
for the Westohester Chapter had been prepared by the Presi=
dent of the Aszociation, He was a member of the New York
City Chapter, s prominsnt lawyer and a parent of a trainable
child, Thus the central offioce provided s protective funce
tion as well as s consultant role in chapter activitlius,

The ineclusion of classes for the trainsble undey
public school ausypices in New York 7ity usince 1929 made the
movenent into public schools casier in ¥ew York City than
in other locations throughout the atate, While resistance
is noted in New York City the efforts to nlace classes in
puklic =chools was successful, The other three chapters
did not succesd in rlacin;: elasses in public schools with
regular grade children. However, the Onondaga Chapter
suscessfully obtained a complete e2chool bullding for school
use, The commmities were not ready for speclal classes
for the trainable within the publie schools,

The experilences conceyning housing reflect in the
regulations that were drawn up by the New York State Edu-
eation Department with suggestions from lcadership person-
nel of the Association, This waz an unresolved issue and
significantly the queation of housing the classes for the
trainable did net eppesr in the Nepulations of the Conme

nissioner of tducation although classes for the educable
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pupils were reguired to be plased in repular school buildings
housing-puplils of comparable school ape,

-~ In summary, not only did the lemdership fastor affect
snd detemmine future guidslines for housing of classes, but
the legal effeat of the Westcheater case prevented any fure
ther attompts to prevent the members of the Asmociation (rom

oparating classes,

Cbjectives and Cperation of the Pilot Classes
™

Once administrative mutters such as the besic selss=
tion of pupils had been completed, finaneiny and staffing
the c¢lasses had dbeen arranged an.: housins was secured, the
actual operatian of the clasaes begann,

#iThe inisial ebjestives of the Weatchester Sghesl of
developing essh child (6o his maximum potential was brosdensd
sunafidewably by -the. New York City office se as to include
objestives conasrning the parents, schoel and Association as
wall a3 the childy This demonstrates the long range, broad
view imnosed by the cemtral office that would sift dowm to
each chapter enhancing the over-all efforts of the chapters
to dsvelop into significant working members of the Assoola~
tiene -The initial impetus of both the testchester School
sn¢ the Yew York 'City 5chools was simply to show ihe state
and Wew York City that retarded ciildren can be helped and

thus muke tha State and City provide assistance, «hile
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this major objestive was oontinually in evidenase and the
experiment was successful in that the atate did finally
acespt the responsibility and assign the task to the Kdum
cation Department, the state alaso profited conaiderably,
Throush the operation of the classes a curriculun was de-
veloped, eveluation forms wors perfected, a parent teainin:
program besams an ongoing part of the schools, iransportow-
tion routes were established and a cooparative venture was
established between the Assceintion and the publie schools
especially in New York City where ninc pupils were accepted
into publle aschool classes from the classes mailntained by
the Assocliation,

A steady, fimm growth is noted in the schools e¢ae
tablished by the four chapters, In fact, once a Bohoel
was established it centinued to enlarge both in the numbers
of classes in operation and enrolments, This serves to
indicate the need for classes on the local level., The
hours during which aschocl was in session snd claszs size
show a similar trend in that the schools pradually :oved
fron & minimum of oneshour for some pupile to one~half uay
up to a full fiveshour day five days a week, Erie~Nisgars
and the Onondags :School were the last ¢ thce four chaptere
to adopt a fiveehour program on a five day week, As the
toleranee level of the pupils ineremsed the uchoel vay was

increased accordincly, Uhe classes operatci 1 the
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Asgogciation in Brooklyn and Queens were placed on the same
sghedule as the public school elasses indicatins the co=
operative arrangements that had been made between the public
sghool system und the Asasociatien,

Enrolment in the olaesses was limited to ten pupils
based cn the experiences of the classez cperated by the
Assoeiation, This enrolment figure carried over into the
Regulations of the Commlissionsr of ~ducation as recommended
by the Aascelation written into them without change.

The tremendous ;rowth observed by Professor
Rosenzweig bolstered the staff and parents confirming the
results ae succesaful and lead to greater aspirations on
the pert of all concerned, Now the Assoclation had visible
proof of the gains made by the children and used thls infore
mation to good advantage by emphasizing at every available
opportunity the sucecess of the pilot classes,

In surmary, & major education factor has been obw
served that has two significant aspects as it applies to
the objectives and operetion of the pilot classes,

Firstly, not only was the objective of the pilot
classes to demonstrate the feasibllity of education in the
commmity 8o that the state would assume the responsibility,
but other pbjoctives wvere alsc identified, These weres

child centered, parent centered and association centered,
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Seeendly, the asperation of the pilot c¢lasses had
succeeded to the extent that pupils were gradually age
climated to the routine of a regular day of school] sXe-
perionces had shown that the maximun wmumber of pupils per
elass should not excesd temj & currloulum had been Jevele
cped} svalustion forms wers perfectedj & parent training
progran was an sceomplizhed facti transportation routes
vwere established} snd Tinelly & viable ceooperaiive working
relationship had been affegted -ith the public school sysa~
tam,

In conelusion, there wers seversal si,nificant facw
tors evolvin: fyrom the Adacelation lor Netarded Children,
Incorporated and its succeseful organization and operation
of claases for the tralmable, These factors not only ine
fiuenced the legisiation of 1955, but alzc determined the
future sducation of the tralnable in Wew York itate, They
can be summarised as follows:

1. A leadership factor stamnds out clearly in both the
organigation and operation of the Assoclation, its
chapters and its sehoola, There is a wnity in pur-
pose that created an esprit de eorps, which under
expert lesdershln developed inte & viable hard worke
ing Assoeliation dedicated ic segure needed services

for the treineble montally returded. Ticir suecess
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has besn demonstrated in that classes for the trainable
were established under the law largely due to the ef-
forts of the Association, The izsocistion conducted
themzelves on & high professional level,

A politieal Taotor has been illentified that shows the
results achieved by the Asscelationts memboers to change
the viewpeint of the legislators sc that they would
support the neceszary lerislation creating publiie scheol
elasses for the truiwmable,

A very important :tcelal factor is demonstreted by noting
the influence of the public om poverrmental sction, The
suppert that was riven this movemsnt ferced the recopgs
nition by govermnment off'icinls of o need for services
and they in turn sought appropriate action,

An ssonomis fmetor with implieations for the parents,
shapters of the Association, publie schools and lepis-
lative members is observable, In setting up the pilot
glasses and publishing the costs commensurate with
those nacessary for institutionalizntion, the ataff of
the Association showed the tremsndous savings to the
State that would eccur 1f trainable chilldren could be
provided Tfor in the public zcheols of their own conm
mnities, Thie inoreased savin: slone was & substane

tial inducement for publile school elnspes,



Se

6o

SUMMARY AND CORCLUSIORS 21%9r

A gensyel aducational fastor is fdentifiable when cne
notes the inoreasing emphasis plaged on the problems
sonserning nental retardation. This emphasis was
stisulaged by paremtel concern., The wealth of pube
ideity led to some degres of anlightemment resuliing
in proper dafinitiens for the verious categories ol
mental rotardstion., Zhis im turn led to a greater
understanding of the condition and 1ts variouz lavels
of perfopmance, A decreasing stigma attashed to ihe
eondition oreated inorsased epportunisiss for parents
and thelr retarded children to sngage in greater ins .
tarporacnsl egtivities in the commnity end the public
schools, The ctmiributions of the Asscoiation to the
Regulations of the Comissionsr of Hdupation and ae~-
cepted by the Rducation Depariment elearly show the
acoumulation of knowledge sequired and ahaved by the
Assceistion, This resulted in suitable educationsl
oppertunitiss throughout Lhe state.

A spesisl educational faskor can be observed that ree
sulted in strengthening the entire core of education
for the trainable, The achlevements recorded und
published by the staffl of the pllot elasses furnished
a solid, firm foundation on whieh to !uilld subseqent
claases within desireble limitations under publis

school nuaplees, The carefwl, methouicsl orgenization
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and operation of the pllet classes could now be Juplie
cated in the publlc schools with & minirmm amount of
effort,

A success fuctor permeates Lhe entire efforts of the
parents to establish the pillot classes, *rom the
oarliect class organised nnd oparated by the Westches-
ter fcheol throuprh and ineluding the New York 7ity
secheools, Cnondags Sehool snd the YrieeNispera Hchool,
the efforts of the parents to creste suvitable educa-
tional opportunities for their children resulted in
facilities, staff and progrey that increased the pres-
tire an. elevated the Apsocliation Into an enviable
pesition, ¥Now that they had the power to creste ssre
vices, what would the future hold for this influential
eroup of parents? There 18 a noed for continued re~
search, not only intc thiz one type of parent rroup,
but all purent groups of other disadvantasged children,
t. investigate the rolstionstiips between change agents

and the success or fallure of these ar~cnts,
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A Qriur of the English congtitution and government
for the ua: 21’ t:olusu% li:?oola and private m:ckt:g:u.
] suppor ormation regard erigin
of the poor laws in New York State.

Armstrong, John P,, "How Our Schools Educate Our
Children”, in Vol, 5, Westchester Chapter,
Association for !btardea Children, Incorporated,
Pelham Manor, New Yerk, 1955, p. 8«9,

The annual report of the Westchester 8chool for
Retarded Children, chartered dby the Board of Regents of the
State of Mew York,

Used to 1llustrate the efforts that were being wade
by the Westohester Chapter of the Association for the Help
:{u Rctarged Children to organige classes for the trainable i

couUnsTy

Assoclation for the lelp of Retarded Children,
Voloce, New York, New York, Vol.
1, issue of Marci

Iy 3 P
Special edzhm marking the official newapaper of
the Association.
This edition and the wany issues that followed
furnished much of the raw data used for this report. The
newnpaper was invaluable for source waterial.

A from Qur President™, Vol, 1
¥ » .
No. 1, issue of Mareh 18, 1949, pe 3, ool. 2. ’

A news 1itenm in ‘m Associa 1on'n newspaper from
the Associatiocn's President in which he offers guidance to
the wembers of the Association,

Used to show the growth of the Association during
the formative years.

—eeanmee, "degtehester Chapter Organised”, Vol. 1
] L]

No. 2, issue of April 20, 1949, p. 1, eol. 2. ’ ’

A news item in gm usocntinn'l newspaper re-

the organization of the Westchester Chapter of the
Associstion,

Used to gather information on the founding of the
Jeptohester Chapter,
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consceene, "Jestohester Branch mgortu Progress”,
Vol. 1, No. 3, issue of May 25, 1949, p. 2, col. 1.

A news item in the Association's newspaper re-
perting on the progreass of the Westchester Chapter,

Used to furnish information on the beginnings of
the Westohester Chapter of the Association.

» "Buffalo Chapter of AHRC in the Making”,
Vol, 1, No. 3, issue of May 25, 1949, p. 1, ¢ol. 1 and 2,

A news item in the Anuutiou'u newspaper regardirg
the beginnings of the Erie-Niagara Chapter of the Associa-

tion,
Used to supply inforwation on the begimmings of
the Brie-Niagars Chapter,

,» "Westohester Chapter Report", Vol. 8,
No, 2, issue of April 1950, p. 8, col, 1,

A news L%en in the ociation's newspaper on a
report of the progress of the Westehester Chapter.

Used to furnish information on the beginnings of
the school program under the Westahester Chapter of the
Association,

» “"Westahester Meport®, Vol. 2, No, 3,
issue of May-June 1350, p. 7, col, 1,
A news item in the ialocutmm'a newspaper on the
organisation of the Westchester Sshoel for Retarded Children,
Used to furnish information on the school orga=-
nized by the Jdestchester Chapter of the Association,

-=, "Plans Progress for Cooperative Classes”,
Vol. 2, No. &, issue of August-September 19%0, p. 2, col, 2.
A news 1item in the Association's nswspaper regarding
the plans for classes for the trainable,
Used to furnish information on the financial as-
pects of the school progranm,

wemeeeene, "New AHRC Chapter Formed Upstate”,
Vo. 3, No. 1, issue of January-February 1951, p. 1, ool, 2,
and p, 2, c‘io 1.

A news item in the Assosiation's newspaper regarding
the formation of the Brie-Nliagara Chapter of the Association.

Used to supply information on the founding of the

Erie-Niagara Chapter,
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of J 4.;“.“%.‘;1' c “r”i vglo 3, No. 1'
issue anuary PUAYY Pe sol. 1,
A news {tem in m%wm fon's newspaper re-

porting the opening of the Jestchester 3cnool for Retarded

Children,
Used to furnish information on the school program,

s "Westchepter AHRC School Opens; First
Annual Dinner-Danse Held”, Vol. 3, No. 2, issue of March-
April 1951, p. 6, col, 2,

A news iun in the Asseciation's newspaper cone
cerning the opening of the Jdestchester School and the
dance condusted by the Westchester Chapter of the Associa-

tion,
Used to furnish information on the school program,

weneese, “Chapter Reperts - Westchester Chapter®,
Vol. 3, No. 3, issue of August 1951, p. 10, col. 1.

A news item in tlwe moczahm 's newspaper report-
ing on the opening of the school cperated by the West-
chester Chapter of the Assosiation,

Used $o furnish inforwation on the scheol program,

» "Classes for Metarded to be Started
S8eon", Vol., 3, No. 3, issue of August 1951, p. 2, col, 1.
A news itenm in the Association's newspaper about
the parent cperated classes %0 be started in New York City.
. Used te furnish information on the scnool program,

-"’ 'm cmue' omn:"’ volo 3, NO. “’

issue of Septemder-Qotober 1951, p. 1, ¢ol. 2, p. 2, col. 1.
A news item in the Asseciation's newspaper about

the opening of the parent ’;gouud classes in New York City.
Used to furnish ormation on the school program,

ceweeses, “Chapter Reports, Erie-Nisgara Chapter"
Vol. 3, No. &, u‘m of Mphuber-‘oatober, 1951, p. 6, !

col. 1.

A news itenm of the news of the chapters of the
Association,

Used teo ebtain information on the school program,

meecee==, "Direst to You", Vol, 3, No, 4, issue of
Bepteuwber=-October 1951, p. 7, ¢ol. 1,

An editorial ﬁy Wr. Joseph T, deingold, Executive
Director, Association for the Help of Retarded Children,
Incorporated, depicting the status of the trainable,

Used to show the aim of the classes sponsored by
the Association as viewed by the axecutive director.
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cnseeses, "Parents Group Organised in Syracuse”,
Voi Bi Ne. &, issue of September-QOctober, 1951, p. 4,
COA: 4o

A news item in the Association's newspaper re-
garding she formation of the Onondaga Chapter of the Associa
tion,

Used to furnigh information on the founding of
the Onondaga Chapter,

wwemeese, "Joghua 8chool Opened”, Vol. 3, No. 5,
issue of Novemder-bDesember, 1951, p. 3, col, 2,
A newsa item in the Association's newspaper about
the expansion of the parent cperated program in New York City.
Used to furnish information on the school progranm,

s "Action to Enjoin AHRC Pelham School
Tried", Vol. 4, No. 1, issue of March 1952, p. 2, col, 2,

A news item in the Association's newspaper re-
porting on the legal sult to close down the Jestchester
Scheol for Retarded Children.

Used to furnish information on the difficulty with
the law experienced by the Wesmtechester Chapter,

P "Projects for the Retarded Operated or
Sponscred by AHRC", center sestion, Vel., &, No. 1, issue of
Mareh 1952, p. 6-T:/
A center section in the Asscciation’s newspaper
deseribing projects ocperated or sponsored by the Association.
Used to provide informetion on the school program,

conmenes, "Statewide Fund Raising Projects Planned”,
Vol. 4, No. 1, issue of Mareh 1952, p. 11, col. 2.

A news item describing projects planned and the
need for funda,

Used to show the need for funds for the school
progran,

Daateisain g ”Am cm." h‘cp’n“, v°1. 1", NO. 3’
issue of &Dumr 1953. Pe 7‘ °Q1. 2.
A news 1tem in the Association's newspaper asbout
:?elsggopenins of the parent operated classes in the fall
* Used to furnish information on the school program,
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» "Appointed Diregtor of AHRC Schools",
Yol. ‘0, No. 3’ issue of Beptember 1952, p. 1, ¢ol, 2.

A news item in the Assogiation's newspaper about
the employwent of the director of the New York City parent
cperated classes,

Used to furnish information on the school program,

» "Chapter News, Onondaga”, Vol. 4, No. 3,
issue of September 1952, p. 6, eol. 1.

A news item in the Association's newspaper about
the Onondaga Chapter of the Assosiation.

Used to furnish information en financing the
chapter's school project.

A "cm“!‘ k“' ﬂ.ltch'lu!", Vol. “, No. 3'
issue of September 1952, p. 6, col. 1,

A news item in the Association's nawspaper re-
porting neuws of the wWestchester Chapter.

Used to furnish Ainformation on the progress of the
legal suit.

» "President's Message", Vol. 4, No. 3,
issue of September 1952, p. 2, col, 1.,

A news item in the Assocsistion'’s newspaper frew the
Association's President in which he outlines the aims of the
Association,

Used to show the aims of the Amsociation, stresscs
the pilot projects.

"Chapter News Ix-u-uug.n Chapter*
Vol. &, No, 4, 1s8ue of Dacember'lm, p. ©, col,. 1. '

A news item in the newspaper of the Association,
Used to obtain information on the school progranm.

wemeewe=, "Chapter News-Onondaga", Vel. 4, Neo. 4,
issue of December m. Pe 6 col. 2.

A news item in the iuwntien'a newspaper about
the activities of the Onoendaga Chapter.

Used to furnish information on the school program,

s "Chapter News-Westohester®, Vol, &, No. &,
issue of Degember 1952, p. 6, col, 2,

A news item in the ‘uwiution'a newspaper cone
cerning the financing of the shapter projects.

Used to furnish information on the financial aspects
of the destchester Chaptert's projects including the school

progream,
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m, "Dmat “ Y“l' Vﬂl. “’ uo. n, “.“e ﬂf
Degenber 1952, P. T, 001, 1.
message from the Executive Direstor in the Asso~
cumn'l mmmer discussing the projects undertaken by
she variocus echapters of the Association,
Used to show the need for classes for the
trainable,

Snaweew "cmmr Hon»anm » Vol. 5, No. 1,
issue of Mareh 1953. Pe col, 2

A news 4tem in tﬁo mwuuonu newspaper regarding
the activities of the Onendagas Chapter.

Used to furnish intomt:len on the school program,

wememwsw, "State Convention Successful”, Veol. S,
No. 3, issue of .mnc 1953, p. 3, col. 1,

A news item in Association’s newspaper re-
porting on the Associasion's convention held in New Yerk
City., A report s included by Prefessor Rosensweig in
whieh he discusses long range plamning of the Association.

Used to0 support the ais of the pilot classes as
demonstration centers.

» "Westshester Sehools Win Court Decision”,
Vol. 5, No. 2, 18sue of June 1953, p. 6, col, 2.

A news item in the Association's newspaper re-
garding the legal suit involving the Westehester Chapter
of the Association,

Used to furnish information on the outcome of the
hgg:r:uo regarding the Jestohester School for Retarded
Chy Ne

B ”Panmm of 'Normal' Children Protest
Use of Public Scheol Space by ANAC Classes”, Vol. 5, No, &4,
issue of December 1953, p. 2, eol, 2,

A news itemw in She Associlation's newspaper about
the difficulties faced: regarding housing for the parent
operated classes.

Used to furnish inforwation on the school program,

wenw=me=, "Frank C. MeCarthy tHonored", Vol., 6, No. 2,
issue of Jum-July 1954, p. T, eol.

A news item in the Auoeuuon'n newspaper about
the activities of Mr, MeCarthy.

Used to show the efforts put forth by Mr. MeCarthy
in the development of the school and chapter activities.
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~wwe=e-e, "Public School Spaces Asked for AHRC
Queens Classes", Vol, 6, No. 2, issue of June=Jult 1954,

p. 6, col. 1,

A news item in the Association's newspaper re-
garding housing in the public schools for the parent
operated classes.

Used to furnish information on the school program.

~=me=ewe, "AHRC Projects - Staff Changes", Vol. 6,
No. 3, issue of September-October, 1954, B. 10, col, 1.

A news item in the Association's newapaper about
the staff changes in the Association's projects.

Used to furnish information on the school program.

-~e=eee=e, "Nine 'Graduate!' from AHRC Classes",
Vol. 6, No. 3, issue of September-October 1954, p. 10, col.
2.

A news item in the Association's newspaper per-
taining to nine students who were accepted in the publile
school special class program in New York City after
attending the parent operated classes.

Used as evidence of the success of the Associa-
tion's classes,

eeweewee. "Planks for Mentally Retarded Included
in Platforms", Vol. 6, No. 3, issue of September=-October
1954, p. 8, col, 2,

A news item in the Association's newspaper
discussing the legislative efforts of the Association.

Used to show the involvement of members of the
Association in legislative matters.

==eeee=e, "AHRC Classes Open in Queens", Vol., 7,
No. 1, issue of March-April 1955, p. 2, col. 2.

A news item in the Association's newspaper citing
the opening of parent operated classes in one of the
boroughs of New York City.

Used to furnish information on the school program.

es=e=e==, "AHRC Profile of Frank C. McCarthy",
Vol. 7, No. 3, issue of September-October 1955, p. 9, col,

A news item in the Association's newspaper about
Mr, Frank C. McCarthy who was instrumental in developing
the Onondage Chapter and i1ts school.

Used to furnish information on the school program.
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Assoclation for the lLielp of Retarded Children,
Incorporated Brh-!liagn Chapter, ort the Rrie~
Niagara Chaplar, Buffale, New York, L P e

general Mnmuon one page, announcement

of the uﬁ.ﬂtm of the Erie- Niam ucmm:er.
Used o furnish information on tue school program,

Association for the 1&1:; of antamd cn:u.dren,
gorpomm, Onong _:f Che ux-

A m nyer desoridb the seheool prograw
being operated hy the Onondaga Chapter of the Association
and plans for the future,

Used to furnish information on the school program.

Association of New
glm, Ihcxp:n D2 n ;
e he » Young
ﬁ%m Immu uew Yor-k, new York, at a
meeting held in Albany, New York on January 22, 1955 at the

DedWitt Clinton Hotel in Albany, New York 1 p.

A resolution imutm need for additional
provisions for the mentall: d ineluding the traine-
able introdused by the State Affairs Comnittee and unani-
wously adopted,

Uned to furnish information on the support the
denonstration preojoet was receiving.

Bingham, Jonathan B,, Secretary to Governor
Harrim, zxecnti cmber-, A\lbnny, New York, %
ponden Louls E sweig, letter uud .

Pe
A letter to Professor Rosenswelg in reply to Pro-

feasor Rosensweig's letter of Pebruary 1958,
Used 0 show the effect that Px-of'euor Rosensweiz's

letter had on Sesretary Bingham.

blican
[ f
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Blamc Jeseph Po, "A Miracle Grew Qut of Their
Wm issue of November 1953,
Pe 6245, 110~

An article about the beginnings of the Omendaga
Chapter or the Association for the lelp of Retarded Chil-
dren, Incorporated.

Used to obtain information about the Onondaga

Chapter and sshool project,

Brind, Charles A,., legal Counsel, Legal Division,
!!el ka auu m;t:lon ncgarment, AY » New York,
r'es 3 4 Dr, Xy n

Al.-. M N

I5te Lipe Johools, Doard of Rducation, City
of uou York umr a.m Oamer 22, 1953, 2 p.

A Setter from Dr. Brind in which he indisates a
beard of edmtion eannot carry on instruction for shildren
who have I.Q.'s below fifty and that the Legal Counsel
lpukxnf for the New York State Education Department would
cppose legislation for the trainable,

Used to show the attitude of the Education Depart-
ment regarding the trainable,

Buffale Courier-Express, "Taxpayers! Group 8
More Help fo ded dren” , issue of March 15,“'{%3.
p. 10 C, col, 7-8

A news item in tne Buffalo Courler-Express news-
paper conserning the support of legislation for the mentally
metarded by the Western New York Taxpayers Association.

Used to show the attempt that the Erie-Niagare
Chapter of the Asscciation was making to receive state
aspistance for the school progran,

Cupbeu, Barold ., Th!
SU AL. en ';,g’:__..

my >s . =52,
ort of the pmmu ot the special edusation

progran rm { 936-1937.
Used a8 evidence to support the growth of special
clagsses for the trainable.

. ’ W r -
A mgm ar the progress of the special education
937

program from -1938.
Used as evidence to support the growth of special
classes for the trainable.
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Chairman of the School Committee, Men um_to
m Educational Direotor, Brie-Niagara %%r,
8006 for the lHeslp of Retarded Children, Insorporated,
Buffalo, New York, memorandum dated Ostober 31, 1954, 1 p.
A memorandum advising Miss Perry that the school
coumittee approved a three hour program,
Used to furnish information on the school program.

s Nem o Miss Perry, Edusational
Director, Erie~N » ABSOC en for the lelp
of Retarded Children, Imcorporsted, Buffalo, New York,
meworandum dated January 16, 1955, 1 p.
A one page mewmorandum advising Miss Perry of the
approval of the euployment of a time social worker,
Usned to furnish information on the school program.

m or apte » ) on or m
of Metarded Children, Inserporated, Buffalo, New York,
wemorandus dated Mareh 13, 1955, 1 p.

A one page meworandum advising Miss Perry of the
approval of a sccial worker, & substitute teacher and
changes in sontrasts,

Used to furnish information on the school progranm,

cmmamans, erand o 8 ?@]Fx‘ Educational
Director, Eris-N hapter sociation for the Help of
Betarded Children Imoraox'ah& , Buffalo, New York, mewo=-
randum dased April 17, 1955, 1 p.

A memorandum Mmins Miss Perry that the school
committee approved a five hour progranm,

Used to furnish information on the school program.

Cleverden, Derothy and Louis R. Rosenswelg
"A Work-Play Program for the Trainable Mental Deficient”,
Journal of Mental Deficiency, Vol. 60,

&Y

DY y P D10,
A report of a gensral desaeription of the program
developed by the play schools association inecluding the
suggested surrisulum, suggssted list of equipwent and
supplies a8 well as a suggested daily drogm.
Used to show the progress realised by the Associa~
tion's pilet projest in New York City.
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Cormnell, #.B, and Elean

W - S

. Ty 9 » V . y »e l k
Yo ) Am' *' » . | ber 1. 1918’
Describes the essential provisions of the law of

22 p.
1917. Offers s tions for condusting a survey and
organising speo classes.

Used to show the early interest of the New York

2§tta Education Department in the area of mental retards-
O

sequent legislation as well as the unrepesled statutory
provisions of a gensral nature,

Uned to trace the provisions made for the mentally
retarded in New York State.

Subnoraa1’c bIT5t1n No. BIS, UniveraTty o
e o W York, Albany, New York, January 1, 1925,
P»

Contains information pertaining to the purposes of
special classes along with the legal provisions and equip-
ment needed for special classrooms,

Used $o show the major effort was in the direction

of ungraded classes.

» ~389 p.

A sociolegical view of the preblem of the mentally

retardad,
Used as historiscal background material.

k, New York, 1959, 67 p,

A review of the progress of providing programs for
the mentally retarded in New York State with recommendations
for she future,

Used to show the ineffectivencss of the inatitutions.

\ Y. (w



BIBLIOGRAPHY 23

Dowling, Lee c. » Dinem, Joint Legislative

cm‘ue g W E W SRR A .:‘ RSORT 5% W th Dl’. ’mu my,
Director, D lvisig rersonnel Services, State
Edusation Dcparheut, Albany, New Yerk, letter’ dttcd
lcptuabor 29 ’ 1955, attached to Re ;Lha ot Inf tion

g g€ Tepo ; - - sr Turnishing
inforsation on uutany retarded servmeu ef the MNew York
State Eduwcation Department,

Used to report on school exemptions from 1951-52 to
}954-55.

Downing, Frederick C,, "Classes Organized in
Albanys lcnuny Metarded Go to School”, news item with
pisture in the Albany Times Union, issus of October 9, 1952,
’0 9‘ 3910 1.

A news item conserning the school program con-
ducted by the Capital District Chapter of the Assoclation.

Uned as evidence to 8 the fact that classes
of the Associstion were in Pudlie sehocl builldings,

Dnmmcox', C. G. and William M. Crulckshank,
: ke 1ldran, First Supervisory School
» ester County and the School
Dutrut or rznunwine New York, 1954, 121 p,
A report of a survoy condusted in the above named
area, Used to furnish information on the Westchester
program,

Rndres, Joseph J., Chief, Bureau for Handiocap
Children, New York State lamttun Department Alhny,pﬁw
York, Nemorandun to ABcsiste’ cmmzonex- nd'rnt re-

Jeatios 2l _charter for the
» 1953,

This memorandum eontains a report of the status of

the Wastchester 3chool as of June 13, 1953,
Used for information on the school prograw,

»

Pll‘l'cll, Elmbeth B., mport on Unmd Cllllea"
Sadnd “alACAL .l £ & ‘ or

§32; Do
:wu nutuucal data on the number of special
classes and furnishes infermation on the organization of the
newly arganiged classes for ¢children with low I1.Q.'s.

Used to present the viewpoint of the Supervisor in
chargs of the program.
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» "Fair Chanse lought for Mentally

Metarded cuxén R trat 1n & series of five articles on
mentally retarded chndron in tha £ %urhr- 8BS
issue of Septomber 27, 1953, p. 1 B, eol. ) B,
p. 2 B, eol, ‘ 7 and

!.rlt in a url.u of five articles on the mentally
retarded in the Buffalo area.

Used to obtain information on the mentally
retarded from the Buffalo area.

s "Guidanse from Infancy is Goal for
Mentally Retarded™, fifth in sho ura.es of five articles
on mentally nw ehildren %ruo cﬁurg_r-
Expresp, issue of October 1, igs » p. eol.

Final article in a series of t&ve on the wentally
retardsd from the Buffale area.

Used to odtain information on the legislative

aspects of the bill fer the trainable and the involvement of
Senator Brydges from the Buffalo area.

"Parents of Retarded Children Get Busy
on Preblen”, th.tri in a series of five articles on mwentally
retarded ohndrea in the urier-Expre issue of
'Bptcﬁﬂ‘ !9‘ 1953, P 15, (-1-) WN

One of A Series of five urticlea on the mentally

retarded tn the Buffalo area,
Used to obtain infermation regarding the Erie-

Niagare Chapter of the Association,

Pish url Mrs lymue naw York, Pe
Yie) yi3h the writer’ Am. go . oi%or—
No. ) » £ » Bureau for Nentally
lhnﬂuppod Children, Btate Education Dopament, Albany, New

York,

The interview took place in the office of the
Onendags Chapter in Syrssuse, New York. The interview was
primarily set up to obtain informatuion on the development
of the school program,

Used to obtain information on the school program.

A study of the types of special education prograws
and facilities provided by the state and local communities
for the edusation and care of ehildren with mental retar-

dation.
Used as evidence of the location and number of
classes for the trainable in New York State.
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Gasstrom, Evald H,, "Horisons", in the
oBte > - "Pelham Manor, New Yo%,

Pe (o
A report of the president of the Jestchester

Chapter outlining the gains made in Chapter activities and
the plans for the future.

Used to show the odbjectives of the Westohester
Chapter of the Association,

port _on Educational Aspe :
ity ol New Yori, 15ileljis

A survey of the ungraded program in New York Cit.
during the school year 1911-1912,

Evidence used to show trainable pupils were bheing
served in ungraded classes,

Gramms, Eugene J., Publioc Relations Director,
Asgociation fer the Help of Retarded Children, Ingorporated,
letter dated October 13, 1949, appeared in the October 28,

1949 issue of the E; gga Iimes, p. 22, col. 6-7,

The letter Ifron Mr. Uranm presents an overview of
the Association's proposed plan to implement services for
the mentally handicapped.

Used to furnish information on the proposed plans
of the Association.

Greendberg, Ann, Secretary at meeting utes
Meeting on AHR H 56 ,"}. Retarded Childre - %’?ﬁ%ﬂ for
: A ), lneorporated, New York, New

:v" v s! m-. ¥ &
York, August 2, 1951, 5 p.
A report of the minutes of the meeting attended
by nmembers of the staff of the Associaticn and their ad-
visors to select pupils for the demonstration classes.
Used to furnish information on the selection of
pupils for the parent operaited classes.

- . p ) TR (e O * *
ncorporated, New York, New York, August 8, 1951, 6 p,
A report of the minutes of the second meeting of the
staff of the Associstion and their advisors to select pupils
for the demonstration classes,
Used to furnish information on the selection of
pupils for the parent operated classes.
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Greenbers, Arthur Mrs,., founder of the Association
for the Hnl.p ef Retarded

cmurcu Incorporated 1
ter, held in the oity of hen e on
9 om the interview on file in file

uo. i, rn&r llo: l. in the Bureau for Mentally Handieapped
cuwma, New York State Education Department, Albany, New

York,

The interview was concernsed with the early fore
mation of the Association.

Used for baskground inferwation on the develepment
of the Asseciation,

Gregery, Don, "Bright Puture®, feature artiole in
the pletorial aecuon of the mm%gg Pwﬁwm. issue
of November 29, 1953, p. 16, P

A Teature article with pietures uuribmg the
school progran operated dy the Onondaga Chapter of the

Assosiation,
Used to furnish information on the school program,

Gruen, 7alter Mre., formerly Niss Natalie Perry
Educational Direstor, zru-ﬁum Chapter, Association
the lielp of Retarded chndron zmownu& Butfalo, New
York, l'o ra tith ¢ g iter, on Ostober 13,

967, : ; : cmre in file No. 1
folder No, 1, Buresu fer Mentally Handicapped Ghildren, State
Edusation Demtacnt, Albany, New York,

A discussion took pino regarding the school
progran directed by Nrs. Grusn in Buffalo. Particular in-
formation regarding the selection of children was furnished
by Nrs. Gruen,

Used to supply information on selsction of
children,

Haran, l.. Dopnrmnt of 8tate, Albany, New York
Mareh T, 1962, records on file in the
offise or the lccm bany, New York, 13 p.
Consolidation papers ﬁ.ied to comoudaee the
New York City office and the various chapters throughout
the state,
Used to furnish information on the developwent of
the Association in New York City.
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lienderson Also Associate Commissioner of
Bdueation, New York State l&mt!.on Department, Albany,

New York, t0 Governor Dewey, dated ﬁpml 6

1950 1 3., ¢opy on I'ile as Doocument No. 13, in the mia
Jacket Chapter 796, Laws of 1950, Legimlative Reference
Library, New York State I4brary, Albany, New York,

A wemorandum prepared ‘y the Auocum Commissioner
of Education for use by the Governor in which Dr, Henderson
recopmends that Ssnate Bill Introductory No. 477, Print No.
484 (Mr. Griffith) be appreved.

Used to show that Chapter 756 of the Laws of 1950
was sponsored by the New York 8tate Education Department.

Jasobs, Augustus, Chairman of Legal and Legislative
Comnittee uaociat&on tor the Help of Retarded Children,

Incorporated, New York, New York, W@__g&g
W uuoompbed le ANUAry

s 1 Do

A review of the laws and legal decisions handed
down from other states and countries in support of retaining
trainable pupils in public sehool.

Used as evidence to show the care that was taken
in disputing the Regents of the State of New York by the
lagal and Legislative Committee of the Asscciation for the
Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated,

Jormlon, G, Omlh and Rudolph J. Copobianco,
3 arci; Report on Regearch Pro mt on Se rerely

Re " N ,w e
Regources doard, 1bmy, New York, 1957, T p.
The mitml Teport prepared by Dr,. Johnson and
Dr. Copobianco for presentation to the New York State Inter-
department Health Resources Board,
Used to show the looation of the experimental
classes authorized by the legislation of 1954 and the fact
tuat candidates for these classes were required,
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Knogynski, Grasce, Director of Special Classes,
Onondaga Chapter, Sehool rt, Onondaga Chapter, Associs-
tion for the lelp ldren, Imomuic
Syrecuse, New York, February 10, 1954, 4 p
A repert nr the Onemlan chnpur uchool 2roject.
Used to furnish information on the seheool program,

Laws of the State of New York, Laws of 1801,
pP. 512-524,

Laws passed during she twenty-fourth session of
the legislature of the state of New York, Chapter 184
related to the poor,

Used to trace the provisions made for the mentally
retarded in New York State.

- 8¢ p. 136-179,

Laws passe 119th session of the
legislature of the state of New York.

Used $0 trace the provisions made for the mentally
retarded in New York State,

R sy g TRt
Laws A37¢h session of the legio-
lasure of the state of NMew York, Chapter 272 of the Laws
of 1914 called for the oreation of the f£irst investizative
coomission into the problems of the mentally retarded.

Used to furnish inforwation on the legislation
approving the commission to investigate previsions for the
wentally deficient,

- I.‘ 1 v01. 2. P 159“"15950
A mord anend the eduscation law by
providing for the cdmuon of ehildren with retarded mental

development.,
Uned to e¢ite the deginning of legislation for the
mentally handicapped.
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’ M 633634,
laws passed during 1506th session of the legis~

1ature of the state of New York.

UYsed to furnish infermation on the financing of
special claases for the mentally retarded and to support
the stimulatien of special oclasses.

- y ia Pa 21990

Laws mm!%%mm gession, chapter 796
redefined the mentally retarded and set up tuition and
trangpertation reimbursement,

Used to show how the definition of 1950 eliminated
the treinabdble,

lsbron, Gale, )lo Publu, State of New York,
Bronx County, January 19, 9 Wmaoﬁs,
on file in ﬂ"‘ ornee ot the AssoC on for the p of
Retarded Children, Incorporated, New York, New York, 2 p
First incorporatien papers mpnmd by m'iee
the Association,

Used to furnish information on the development of
the Assosiation in MNew York City.

Joseph KQ‘ EAISNE
published mﬁer'l thesis :
Chicage, Ilineis, 1951,
Describes the various parent groups in and about

She city of ch:luso.

to compare with the astivities of the Associa-
tion for m liolp of Retarded Children, Incorporated in
New York City.

Maxwell, dilliam, Piste

A ps-phht conuinins re on defective chil~-
dren in the lNew York City Publis Sehools,.
Used to show thas the institutions were unable
to cope with the problem of the trainable,

. Y '.A.. W SHUN 3 Y - ‘- p y N
'“" ' ilneorporated, 8yracuse, New York. letter dated
August 15535 1 p.

orm letter from Mr, MeCarthy to the members and
friends of the Association announcing changes in the school

’ Used to furnish information on the school program,
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smwascewe, "Great News", news item in On
c ter N I, Association for tae LHelp of Retarded
Chi ni orporated, Syracuse, New York, issue of
January 1953, p. 1, coi. 1l and 2,

A news item in tie Onondaga Crapter's newsletter
about the school program,

Used to furnish information on thne school progran,

wmeeeeee, "OSwego Association", news item in
Onondaga Chapter Newsletter, Association for the Help of
Retarded Children %ovpomted 8yracuse, New York,
issue of January 1953, p. 1, coi. 1.

A news item in the Onondaga Chapter's newsletter
about the activities of Mr, MNcCarthy.

Used to show the increasing interest in the
trainable mentall, retarded,

Milbank, Samuel R,, Chairman, The Four Millions
pf_the New York State Cit) T -

» 22> p
A report of the New York State Citizens Committee
of one nundred for children and youth appointed b. the
Governor to study the needs of tne children and youth in
New York State and make suggestions as well as recommendatiors
for improvements.

Used to show the recognition received b, tne
Association as it was emerging as tne spokesman for the
parents and friends of the retarded,

Minor, Rutn M., Deputy 8ecretar; of the State,
{5 eitinsie o pepeannciop e L R P
1349, co on e In the o e the 8Secretar; of
State, Albany, New York, 6 p.

Incorporation papers filed witn the office of toe

Secretary of State.
Used to furnisn information on tne development of

the Association in New York City.

New York Assembl, Journal, Journal of the Aspseuwbly,
Alban;, New York, 1955, 3263 p.
The dl.ii;; proceedings of the Assembl; of New York

State durinz the 1955 legislative session.
Used to show now the assembl.wen frow Onondaga

Count- voted on the issue of special classes for the
trainable.
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)hn York City Board of Edusation, 1l of tne
Board eof Education, Vol, 2, covering the mo ¥
b, 175 sember 1953 59 p.

Ninutes of the weetings of She Beard of Edusation
of the City of New Yerk.

Uned to furnish inforwation on the prodlem of
housing for the classes sponsored by the Assoeimtion,

N wo--mm-, Jom% of the %fg % naucatiog,a_'nl.ao
sover meetings anuary 21, tarough June »
1554, 2387 .
Minutes of the meetings of the Board of Edusation
of the City of New York,
Used to furnish infoerwation on the problem of
housing for the classes sponscred by the Association,

liew York Post Home News, announcement in the
"want ad” seotion of the Ny §gr£ ngt Lome !E!!' New York,
New vm. issue of July 9, s De col,

An appeal by Mrs, Arthur wmm to mothers of
retarded children interested in starting & nursery sechool
for the retarded.

Used a8 evidense of the part Mrs. dreenberg

aay.d in the early stages of the development of the Assocla
on.

New York Senate Journal, Journal of the Senate,
Alsany, )hw York, 1955, 2535 p.
i{ proceedings of the Senate of New York
State durtuc the 1955 legisliative session.
Used to show how the senators frow Onondaga County
voted on the issue of special classes for the trainable,

New York State Educsation Department, Chapter T35,

Albany, New Ycrk, ril a8, 1955, 1p.
mgtor a.n act to amend the

odmanon un, in rch ion to the training of certain
ehildren with severely mtm-dad mental development and the
spportiorment of state aid,

Placed in the Appendix to furnish soumplete ine
formation en the amendment to the edusation law,
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wanassws ) nt No, 1, memorandum dated
Pebruary 16, 1955, T p. Cop; on file in file No. 1, folder
No. 1, Bureau fer Mentally Handicapped Children, New York
State Rdusation Department, Albany, New York.

A wemerandum from & staff member of the New York
State Bducasion Department, Albany, New York tracing
the dewvelopwent of special classes for the trainable in
New York City during the periocd 1929-1544,
1n 1944 Used to show the reason forr the loss in classes

» SPREEETRehs fov vore Siate Eauca
randun from & high New York State Education
Departaent descriding a conferense with Mr, Joseph T. Weine

old, Executive Director, Asscciation fer the Help eof
tarded Children, Incorperated. Memorandum dated June 14,
1951, 1 p. GCopy on file in file No. 1 felder No. )
Bureau for Menmtally Handicapped Children, Mew York State
Bdusation Department, Albany, New York.
A memorandum dncrt‘m the points raised during
the weeting between Nr, and Mr. Weingold,
Used to show Mr, deingeld’'s dissatisfaction with
the existing law,

’ Doc$ﬁ lls, a; memorandum from & high
official in the New Yor ation Department dated
JANATY 25’ 195!’ 2 p. ﬂm on file in file No. 1, folder
Mo. 1. Bureau for Mentally Handicapped Children, fiew York
Ssate Education, Department, Albany, New York,

A memorandum &ucribms & meeting of the enlaged
advisory council on the physically handisapped.

Used to show that Superintendent O'Brien and
Superintendent FPatton did not want classes for ehildren
with I.Q.'s below £ifty in the pubdblie schools.

el Wmnmndu from a high
official in the New ucation Departuent
Albany, New York, to his superior. Memorandum da
January 3, 1952, 2 p. Ccpy on file in file No. 1, folder
Neo. 1, Bureau for Mentally handicapped Children, New York
State Edusaticn Departnens, Aldbany, New York,

A wemorandus regArding & meeting held with Mr
Weingold by the Righ official and a wember of his staff on
December 28, 1351.

Used to furnish information on the stressplaced
on the trainsble by the Association,
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ceweeses, Document Nﬁ EE letter from a wember of
the staff of a high New York State Education
Department, Atbonx, New York to Mr, Joseph T. Weingold,
Letter dated May &, 1955, 1 g; Copy on file in file No. 1,
folder No, 1, Bureau for Nentally Handicapped Children, New
York State Edusation Department, Albany, New York.

A letter asking for suggestions in framing the
regulations from Mr, Weingold,

Used to show that Mr, Welngold was knowledgable
in the area of the trainable.

, Document No., 6, memorandum frow a high
official in the New York !ﬁ'?s Education Department, Albany,
New York to the Commissioner of Education, Nemorandum

dated May 11, 1955, 1 p. Copy on file in file No, 1,
folder No. 1, Bureau for Mentally liandiscapped Children,
New York State Education Department, Albany, New York.

A memorandum furnishing the Commissioner of
Education with information regarding the status of the
Regulations pertaining to the trainabdble.

Used to show that the Association wmade a con-
tribution in designing the regulations.

—— DocgElgnt lls, 5, memorandum from a high
official in the New Yor ucation Department,
Albany, New York, to his superior. Memorandum dated
April 28, 1953, 1 p. Cepy on file in file No. 1, folder
No. 1, Bureau for Mental Handicapped Children, New York
State Edusation Department, Albany, New York.

A wemorandum regerding the reactions of the
study of mental retardation being conducted by the New
York State Department of Mental Hygilene.

Used to indicate the support deing received by
the Westchester Chapter demonatration project.

. ‘1 ...;..--, Rbﬁ%lltions oi the cggg;gsioner ofd X

ducation, Albany New Yor mineograp Pe
Awendments and adc’utiona io the’mgulatlons of‘

the Coumissioner of Education added or amended on May 27,

1958,

Used in the Appendix to more fully explain the
Regulations of the Commissioner of Education and show the
part the Regulations play in cowbination with the law,
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New Yori Suppl.mnt Mond Bcrhs, Vol. 120,
,,asea Argued and Det | in t Appeals
‘-v»nr}m*lmw e : ’
SUDreNe h.hm"narm ol ReGo
Pub ¥ B esota, 19 329-330-

Al tho mme Mpluu thu 1: a8 mpm the cases
argued and determined in the above named courts.

Used to furnish information on the legal suit
gemgwdmg housing of the Westohester School for Retarded

ldren,

New York Times, "Mentally Retarded Children",
letter pr&ntod in the New Yark Times, issue of October 28,
1949, p. 22, eol. T.

A ictter from Mr, Eugene J. Gramm, Director of
Public Relations, Assocciation for the uelp of Retarded
Children, Inscrporated, outlining the plans of the
.Agsociation,

Used to furnish inforsation on the plans of the
Association to implement services,

New York Times, "'zrahung.:he Atypieal” 5 editorial

in the W newspaper, ue of March 1938,
Pe “, €0

An editorial pay tribute to Miss Elizabeth
Farrell and the New York City School 8ystem for pilonsering
in the area of service to the mentally retarded.

Used to supply information on the first classes
for the mentally retarded in New York City.

North murn mpm-ter Second 8eries, Vol, 123:
and 'y in _the Courts of k11lino

0
’ Aa tha me muu thil i. & report of cases
argued and determined in the courts of the five states.
Used to furnish information on the legal suit
regarding housing of the Westohester School for Retarded

Children,

0'Conor, John, "Chapter President's Message",
editorial in the of the Westchester Bohool
for Retarded Chil an Manor, New Yerk, Vol, 1, No.
1, issue of January 1§5 » p. 1, eol. 1.

An editorial by Mr, O'Conor reporting and
commenting on the proposed legislative progran,

Used to furnish information on the efforts made by
the Westchester Chapter to get the permissive legislation

m”dc
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President, hegter t, West-
chester Chapter, Assceiation far 4 Chil-
dren, Incorporated, Pelham Manor, New Yerk, April 6, 1955, 5

Pe
A repert of the news items related to the dest~
chester Chapter of the Association from October 2, 1954

to Aprid 6, 1988,
Used to obtain information on the school program.

0'3&&‘ Uullill J.' Bkl n () b FUb, X
ana of Edusation of : y of New York,
ember 1, 1529, XIX-168 p,

A special report of the history and most important
scoomplishments in the Hew York City Schoels over a four
year pexriod.

Used as esvidense to show the growth of classes for
the trainadble.

0814 0fF BEQ
P Pe G5-203 .,

An'annual report by the Superintendent of Schools
containing infermation on the pregress of elementary and
secondary education in New York City as well as the adminis-
trative aspests of special classes for mentally retarded.
pupils in New York City during the school year 1931-32.

Used as evidence to show that the New York City
Board of Educatien and the Board of Superintendents appreved
these classes.

- LL‘ 3 % Bpc '
n I+ Board of Education, Ulty
cember A5, Pe To~80 and 195-203.

An snnual repert by the Superintendent of Schools
containing information regarding the total educational
progras in New York City ineluding a section on the
mentally retarded,

Used to show the sondcern of the parents regarding
provisions for the trainable,

Patterson, Jane, Director of Special Clasmes,
Association for the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated,
2 PDOT" A9 ¢ 8“ Bl ';l.*..‘ yil A _JOBNRUE SCRhOO] mm’ NBW

¢ J

L 5
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A report on the two centers coperated by the Asso=-
ciation for the lslp of Retarded Children, Incorpersated.
Desoribes th:‘gmual plant, enroliments in each slass,
staffing, length of sshool day, criteria for admission,
curriculum as well as aims and goals of the school.

An invaluadble aid in tracing the development of
the school progrem in 1954,

Pense, Arthur W., Chairman
Advis ary Comnigtee ) SN pUGAY O '

Suskley Reporting Service, Albany, New fork, Lecember 2,
1953, 79 ;:“

- stenographis minutes of the Desember 2, 1953
meeting of the Advisory Committee on the study of mental
retardation,

Used to show the developuwens of the guestion of
?hs‘lf‘y regarding the pudlic school classes for the
rainable,

Perry, Natalie, Edusational Direstor, Erie-Niagars
Chapter, Class Grouping, Associatien for tns fielp of Metards
Chi n, orpora Buffalo, New York, June 1953, 1 p.

A listing of ‘uu four groups of mentally rc{u-ded

children attending the Erie-Niagara Chapter's 8chool.
Used for information on the school progrem,

cocesems, Edusational Dirsctor, Erie-liagara
Chapter, armg é Sonolpil 1'1_'_.0%; Association for the Melp
of Retarde N, orporated, MMO, New Yﬁx’k,

Pedruary 18, 1954, 7 p.

A ;-opm’ot the growth of the school program over
a three vear period,

Used to show growth of the school progranm,

Association § Hlelp of Hetarded ren, 4incorporated,
Buffalo, New York, June 1953, 12 p.

A report of s progran and plans for the expansion
of the present program,

Used for information on the scheool progrem.

elp of hetarded Child retad, Buffalo,

A report of the Erie-Niagara School Program as of
June 20, 1954.

Used to show the growth of the schnool program,
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----- Educational Director, Rrie-Niagara

Chapter me D) Erie-Niagars Ghapter, Association fo°
the Nelp o ded Thildren, Incorporated,’Buffalo, New
York, Jumry 29 1953 5 p.
et A report of the Erie-Nisgara Chapter's School
pro .
Used to furnish information on the school program.
—emm———, xducauomx Director, Erie-Niagare
cmptor, atl e RIar hnoenuen for the
Help of de en, arpom 3d, Buffelo, New York,

=y 13, 'pgrg'nt the physical plant, personnsl,
general mmm prosedures and facts about the existing
program,

Used for tnformation on the sehool program.

Price, Louise x :
N chupeor, Assoc or p of ard
Chi n, Incorporated, Buffalo, Nou Yoz'k. 1953, 1 p.

A one page typewritten report of the general
class ainms as viewed dy the teacher of the class,

Used for information on the oclassroom program
at the Erie-Niagara Chapter's school.

Robinson, Robert €, Roury Pubuc, sum ot New
York, City of New York, 0- . or poration Paper;
recordn on file in the of :
Certificate of mearpomnon pupera tﬂed to
change the name of the Association.
Used to furnish information on the development of
the Association in New York City.

Rosensweig, Louis E,, Deputy Chairwman, Depart-
&-ook iyn éénege, moklyn,'ueu York,

.;.

I

mry : .
Tdontical letters nn% to the above state officials
explaining the benefits derived from classes for the
trainable.
Used to show how Professor Rosenzweig pressed for
legislation fer the trainable,



» 1P “ p )1 ,- . Y m o
New !ork, New York. Aucust 195!, limogmphed Bp

A Teport of the nine wmonth mmtun of thn pilot
classes operated by the Association in New York City,

Used to indicate the success of the pilot classes

gmﬁed by the Association for the Help of aemded Chil-
n.

Saenger, Gez'mt, 'he Adjustment of Severel

Re ded Adultg in the Community: A Stud: o ormer Puplils
Q Y _')unzmmn pdusation ol Bue UlL;
of - nental hHealti; fesources
Board , 1] or 1957. xvn-57 Pe

A -tudy of thc trainable pupils. from New Yorik City
whe had attended classes,

Used to furnisih information on the number of

g}:uu for the trainable pupils in operation in New York
e

lohmuler Bernard, *'m Westchester AHNRC School”,
in the , urns the vestohe Chapter, Pelham Manor,
Mew York ' . .

'ﬂn tirlt snmual report by the director of the
Westchester 8Sechool for Retarded Children,
Used to obtain inforvation regarding the school

""l‘he Heltcmter AHRC School 8tery”, in
the Journm .-;, she degte Pelham Nanor, New

| !fa 1953 annual repert ef the Westchester Sehool
for Retarded Children by the director of the schoel,
Used to obtain information regarding the school

program,

» "The Sohool®, in the Journal of the
mr!%gm”{_, Pelhan lllnor, New Ycrl“c 195%, p. 16-18.
annua

report of the woltcmner Chapter's
sehool pregran,
Ussd for information regarding the sehool pregram,



- ort from the direstor of the existing school
progran am‘l gen- for the school year 1552-1953,
llud to furnisi informetien on the scheol progrem,

Jestc hes , auteheuer
AHRC Scheol, Pclwm KRN0 anuary 20, 1954, 3 p.
A report of ts Sentanestes ABRD Sunoo i
as of January 20, 1
Used for mfernuon on the sehool progran,
Silver charle. H., P"olident, Bou'd of Edueanon,
Cit, of New York, Pere a1 éo o

Barriman httu- dasec on rile
I File . 1, folder o, 1, Batenn Par Nentally kandisapped
Children, State Education Dopurmnt, Albany, New York,

A letter from Mr, Silver in which he guastions
the advisability of community provisions for the trainable
mentally retarded,

Us2d to show that the Board of Education of the
City of dew York was opposed to retaining the trainable
mentally retarded in the community.

. Y LDANS NeW op a,nu.,ry " t:'*s
'l‘he fine annm.l report to the 10&1.1&‘«:% o.f
state of New York on the firsgt institutional sehool tor
the retarded at Albany, New York.
Used %0 show im approach tried to solve the
problem of how to provide for the retarded at this time.

atltc o!‘ lluw Yoﬂc Dcpnrmm'. of Mental ne,
A ¥ D, 1932, lLegis tive

The rorﬁy-tourth annual rcport of the Departoent
of Nental Hygiene furnishing information on events occurring
throughout the year in sonools and institutions.

Used to furnish Anformatien of numbers of state
school patients.




BIBLIOGRAPHY 248

Lo o 2 LT

mt-ont of Mental Hyglene gml
7‘,\. I 1 958 zli:u&i‘@

» " . p
A mmu ot the yux"s activities of the variocus
schools and institutions of the Department of Mental

Hmm'
Used to furnish information on the number of

resident patisnts over a twenty-three year period.

A LIDe 1] 3‘ 5 v : o L p

esghth m& mt annual mport ot ﬁm Comuission
furnishing information on the status of wental retardation
in the states,

Used to point out the changs that teok place when
the Conmission went out of existance and the powers and
duties of the Commission were tramsferred to the Department
of Mental iHygiene,

"""" ‘ PO ' mmmn tn mwumte
the premions tm- the mnuny retarded in New York State.
The report containg information on the care, custody, treate
ment and training of the mentally retarded,

Used to furnish information on the pervices being
offered the mentally retanrded in New York City prier to
1318 and as of 13918,

: L 325
The Beventh Sanual ropert of the Commission

desoribing the findings of ths Commission,
Used to indicate the need that existed for

community facilities for the trainadle at that time,

o Fub erg Oof Th s Albany,
New York, 1954, 1 p.

Documents recording the events of the twelfth year
of Governor Dewey's adminigtration in New York State.

Used to furnish information on Chapter 373 of the
Laws of 1954 providing for experimental classes for the
trainable.
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8 rac cst "Move Under Jay to Help
Mentally pi n", snnouncement, issue of
Septemder 12, 1951, p, 11, ¢ol, 1,

An amnounscement fumuhmg plans under way for
the organisation of a chapter of the Association in 8yra-
cuse, New York,

Used to provide infermation on the early development
of the Onondaga Chapter of the Association.

» "Retarded Children Aid to be Studied”,
news itew, issue of March 5, 1985, p. 19, ¢ol. 5.

news item deseribing a meeting with Mr. MeCarthy
and menmbers of the Board of Directors of the Onondaga Chapter
of the Association with the legislators {rom Onondaga County,

Used to furnish information on the efforts put

tosr::x‘ by the Onondaga Chapter to get favorable legislation
passed.

cosnense, “"Rotarded Children A1d Unit Acquires
8chool Building”, news item with picture, issue of April
20, lm. ». 22, col. 1,

A news ltem depioting the furnishing of a building
to house the classes operated by the Onondaga Chapter of the
Asgsociation,

Used to furnish information on the school program,

"School for Retarded Prees Children from
Haraful Peeling of Re jectien", news item, issue of Narch 4,
1954, p. 16, sel. 2,

A news 1itenm describing the sshool program,

Used for information on the school,

Thisl, Ellen Akins, 1 sot for
el igient & 1

Bl _ r, ASSCCia~
ten for P of Retarded Children, Incorporated, in
gooperation with the Divisien of Edusatien for Exceptional
n, State University of New York, College for
Teashers, Buffalo, New York, August 24, 1952, 20 p.
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A report on the summer pilot project for trainable
shildren in Buffalo, New York.

Used for information on the pnot projest for the
trainable.

. Bniven:lty the Stau of New York,

Minutes of the meetings of the Regents of the
3tate of New York,

Used to show that the Westchester School for
Retarded Children was granted a provisional charter,

Minutes of ths meetings of the Regents of the
State of Mew York,
Used to obtain information regarding the sohool

program,

Subnormal € m Ym‘k 15 1 » BAVCE~
on bany, !'W 9303 9 p.

A bulletin from the New York State Education
Department dissussing the organization and operation of
special classes for the mentally retarded.

Used to lpecu'y the 1,Q. range recommended by
the Commisgioner of Bducation,

w:aver, dinun, "ao Yon gant to Run a School",

Are mwmm-mmwmmumzt
Board of the wruultlas encountered in eperating a
parent sponsored school.

Used to cbtain information regarding the school

program,

Weet, i, 8., *The Importance and Necessity of a
State Program”, in Ungreded, Vel., 4, No. 5, February 1919,

p. 107=115.
An appeal for financial aid for the newly enacted

legislation of 1917.
Used to show that the need for funds for program

development was necessary.
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The amnual report of the exssutive director in
which he furnishes information on the yearly activities

An invaluable aid to the yearly activities of
the Asscciation,

! wip
M, 23 p.
The anmael report of the execusive director in
whish he dessribes the asctivities conduocted by the
Association for the year,
An invaluabis re for information on the
Association and its schoel preojectss.

1o ’mlrximlm'umg orpo-
jod, March 1, TOEY - June 1, 1051 o0 Tor the
) ol etarded TW mortted, rm York, New York ,

The annusl report of the executive dirsctor in which
he furnishes inforwation en the yearly activities of the
Association,

An invalusble aid to the yearly activities of the
Association,

17 p.

m’ il “,»

or muﬁnmmrxn'w :;_m'

PO on f'or the
» . n, orpora ed, uen York, New York,
»
‘ The annual report from the executive director in
whish he furnishes a report on the 's agtivities and

indicates the future endeavors of the Association,
Used t0 show the activitiss the members of the
Assosiation were engaged in,



: ,. p 2 XL _ n
lltw Ym, llcw !ork. !‘obmry 19, 1%& 8 p.
A report of the school proJeou operated by
chapters of the Assoclation through out New York State.
Used to obtain information on the total number
of schools in eperstion in 1954,

- TV erporsted, New Ym'k, New
!ork, Jum 14, 1950 a p.

A eonrmntul memorandur in whiech Mr. Weingold
reports on projects and activities condusted by the
Association in New York City and throughout the state.

Used for infermation on the Westchester School
for Metarded Children,

ce, Asseclation for
ed, New York, New

rerk,
rochm-e prepared by the Associatien for the
Help of mmc Children outl briefly the program
for the mentally retardsd recoumended by the Association,
Used to furnish inforwation regarding the
definition of the trainabdle as viewed dy the Association.

Association for m ! oL Ret
New York, New York, 1955. 4 p

A drochure dncribi.ns projects operated by the
Agsociation,

Used to furnish information on the schoeol progran,

"-4 '"'h“( ”:' d' “e" YOl'k, NGW Yﬂl‘k,

B s ta rdad
1955, 13 p.

A memcrandum submitted to the legislators and
asemy personnel furnishing information on the expressed
need of legislation for the mentally retarded.

Used to furnish information on the mentally re-
tarded as viewed by the Association,



BIBLIOGRAPHY a53

conmnem-e, Parents ur and the Problewm Mental

s Tt
orporated, MNew York, New York, 1950, 8 p,

Copy of speesh delivered by Mr. Weingold at the
May 1 American Association on Mental Deficilency weeting
at Columbus, Ohio,

The speech in which Nr, Weingold explained the
formation of parents' groups and the essential features of
8 community program for the mentally retarded and what the
parents zroups oould do to bring this about,

A valusble source gince it was the first comw
go:“r“: report of the sccompligshments and plans for the

w .

weaneess, Exgcutive Director, Assocclation for the
Help of Retarded Children, Insorporated, Personsl Corres-
with Dr, Francis Je mly, Asting recior,

on of Pupil Personnel Services, State Education
Department, Albany, New York, lestter dated November 30,
1951, 1 p. Copy om file in file No, 1, folder No, 1.
Bureau for Nentally Handicapped Children, New York 3tate
Education Department, Albany, New York.

A one page letter from Mr. Weingold to Dr. Daly
peinting out the inoreasing pressures regarding the Asso-~
cistion's involvement with the mentally retarded.

Used to show that pressures were increasing.

Executive Director, Association for the
Help of Rstarded éhudren, Ingorperated, P 1 Correp-

with Dr. Lewis Wilsen, Commissicner % Emafion,
oW York State Eduwcation Department, Albany, New York, letter
dated November 30, 1951, 1 p. Copy on file 4in file No. 1, folder
No, 1, Bureau for Men ¥ Children, New York State
Rdmhorg Departwent, Albany, New York.

A letter frow Mr. Weingold in which he proposed
& high level meeting between representatives of the New
York State Education Departuent and the Department of Mental
Hyglene to discuss enlarging community facilities for
training the retarded.

Used to show the initiative of the Executive
Director of the Association in trying to develop services.

wmeese=- Executive Director, Association for
the Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated, Personal Corre
Wﬁ" with Dr., Lewis Wilson, Commissioner of Education,

w York State Education Department, Albany, New York,
letter dated May 3, 1555, 1 p,
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A letter from Mr. Weingold in which he inguires
about the Re tions of the Commissioner and offers the
assistance the Association to help in framing these
regulations.

Used to show the effort put forth by the Associatim
to assist in drafting the regulations,

Exscutive Directer, Association for the
Help of Retarded Children, Incorporated, Persons 8-
ondence, with & high efficisl of the i o
cation &mﬁmm. Albany, New York, letter dated May 16,
1955, 3 p. Copy on file in file No. 1, folder No. 1, Bureau
for Mentally Handicapped Children, State Education Depart-
went, Albany, New York,

A letter from Mr, Weingold resct to the Regu~
lations of the Commissioner of Education related to men-
tally retarded children,

Used to indicate that the Association was involved
in designing the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education
as they relate to the trainadle. The classes then becane
state eontrolled classes,

neesees ec Association for the Halp
of Metarded Children orporated, New York, New York,
1952, Revised 1953, 67 p.

A manual fcr agsisting in projects development,
Outlines in detail precedure, costs and the general philo-
sophy of the Association,

Used to obtain information regarding the housing
suggested for classes sponsored by the Asseciation,
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The annual report of the executive director in
whieh he furnishes information on the yearly activities of
the Asscciation.

Used to indisate the large number of requests
made by parents regarding schooling.

-, Executive Director, Asscciation for the
Help of Retarded &hildren, Incorporated, Jdestern Union
;§%§QE§E’ to Governor Harriman, Albmy, New York, d

> 1955, 1 p. Copy on file in file No, 3, folder
No. 1, Buresu for Mentally Handisapped Children, New York
State Education Departoent, Albany, New York,

Tele to Governer Harriman from Mr, Weingold
spelling out iwplications of the financial savings
possible if community facilities were avalilable for the
trainable.

Used to show the financial savings that would
occur 4if facilities were set up in the community for the
trainable mentally retarded.

destchester AHRC SChWI,A Iroe hure )
2 R 0] S0 GHo ) DO AN .' ATY p g
i, insorporated, Pelnam Manor, New York,

A brochure descriding the school program and
providing information on the classes, fees and transportation

Used to furnish information on the school program.

Westchester School for Retarded Children, G¥E§1lt§ve

aggggg, Westchester Schoel for Retarded Children, Pe
r, New York, 1352, & p.

The cumulative record uged by staff of the wWest~
chester 8chool for Retarded Children in 1952 to compile
information concerning the ohildren,

Used to obtain information on the school program,

cenne=es School Board Policg of Cperation, Jest-
chester School for Retarded cniidren, elham or, New York,
August 16, 1950, 2 p.

ého poizoy statement of the school board as adopted
on August 16, 1950,

Used to show the policy of the Westschester School
for Retarded Children during the formative years.
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s . B UAry @ it P
"The rourth annual report to the 1eﬁillature of the
ptate of New York on the first permanent facility at
S8yracuse, New York,
Used to indicate the concern shown for the retarded

Wilson, L.,A,, Commissioner of Education, New York

State Education Department, Albany, New York, C -
de h h P, W letter dated May ¥, . 1 P
r $0 . old indicating he would be

consulted regarding the regulattona for the trainable,

Used to show that the Association's executive
direetogonal econsidered knowledgable in the area of the
trainable,

dorld Health Orslnxztttan, Ma
Statistical c \gsification

ges Pe
- -t1tie inplics this is & -&tutmax
elaasitlcction based on recommendations of the revision
conference of 1955,
Used in defining the trainable mentally retarded.

B

Wortis, Joseph, Hos S 5 8 Re dat! e
Association for' the Hclp of Retarded Children, Incorporated,
New York, New York, 1953

A plan for sett up a retardation clinic in a
community based on the experiences gatnered in setting cne
up in New York City under parent auspices,

Used to furnish information on exclusions in
New York City.
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THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
ALBANRY

CHAPTER 795

An act to amend the edusation law, in relation to the
of gertain ohildren with severely retarded wental
dsvelopument and the apportionment of state aid therefor

Became & law April 28, 1955, with the approval of the Gover-
nore

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate
and Assewbl: , do enact as followss

Section 1. Article eight,-nine of the education law 1is
hereby amended b, adding thereto a new section to be
section forty-four hundred eight, to resd as follows:

8 sy08, Notwithstanding any other provision of law the
board of education, trustee or trustees of any school
district shall have power in their discretion to maintain
special training classes for children having intelligence
quotients of lees than fifty and mental ages of at least
three ysars. S8Such board of education, trustee and trustees
shall also have power in thelr discretion to contract for
the training of such ¢hildren in c¢classes maintained by
another school district or by & board of cooperativeedu~
cational services.

8 2, Sub-paragraph three of paragraph a of subdivision

two of section thirty-six hundred three of the education law
as last amended by chapter five bundred ninety-four of the
laws of nineteen hundred forty-nine, is hereby amended to
read as follows:

(3) The suw of eight hundred dollars for eacn approved
special class with average regiatration of ten or wore
organiged under sections forty-four hundred tnree, forty-four
hundred six, forty-four hundred geven and fort, -four nundred
eight of thin chapter; and wnere the average registration in
such & class 1s less than ten, the district shall be entitled
to & pro rata amount,
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s 3. Subeparagraph three of paregraph &8 of subdivision
two of section thirty-six nundred three =-a of the education
law, a8 last amended by chapter seven hundred fif'ty~eight of
the laws of nineteen hundred fifty-one, is hered;: awended
to read as follows:

(3) The sum of eight hundred dollars for each approved
special class with average registration of ten or wore
organised under sections forty-four hundred three, forty-
four hundred six, forty«four hundred seven and forty-
four hundred eight of tnis chapter; and where the average
registration in such class is less than ten, the district
shall be entitled to a pro rata amount,

8 4. T™his act shall take effect immediately.
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REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

ARTICLE XXIIX
SPECIAL CLASSES FOR MENTALLY RETARDED CHILDREN
$ 186. ble mentall: shildren

1. Clagses

% The total number enrolled at any one time shall nct
exseed .

Adeguate clagsroom fasilities and equipment shall
be 'ﬂw%hd for each class,.

2, Pupils

When special classes are organized in public
hools, children shall be eligible Af they have intelligence
qmuni. of less than 50 and mental ages of at least three
years, as determined by individual intelligence tests com~-
peht‘;:gi:rtmimtemd b. an approved psycnologist or psy-
¢ .

b, No pupil shall be 2 member of these classes if it
is datermined after careful study, which may; include a reason-
able opportunity to be observed in the classroom, that said
pupil sannet benefit from the training offered by such classes,
or that nis conduct is such as to (1) endanger the health or
safety of nimself or ther pupils, or (2) be so seriously
disruptive of class activities as to prevent other pupils
from bdbenefiting therefrom,

ARTICLE XV

TEACHERS CERTIFICATES
B 131, certir icates valid for teaching common branci subjects

2, Yalidation of certificate Cor teasnin: special classcs®
and othe " subfects
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%, Validation for teaching State-subsidized classes of
mentally handicapped children and chnildren with severely
retarded mental development, The validity of a certificate
for teaching the common branch subjects, issusd upon four
yvears of approved preparation, shall be extended by the
Commissioner of Educsation ¢to include the tesching of
State-subsidized classes of mentally handicapped ochildren or
¢hildren with severely retarded mental development on evi-
dence that the holder thereof has compieted 12 semester hours
in professional courses approved for teachers of mentally
handioapped children,

Validation for tesching State-subsidized classes of
children with severely retarded mental development, The
validity of & certificate for teaching early cnildhood
eduoation, issued upon four years of approved preparation,
shall be extended by the Commissioner of Education to
include the teaching of State-subsidized classes of children
with severely retarded mental development on evidence that
the holder thereof has completed 12 semester hours in pro-
fesaional courses approved for teachers of mentally handi-
ecapped cnildren,

Paragraph & as amended May 27, 1955.
Paragraph b new paragraph added May 27, 1355,

Former pareagraphs b through g of subdivision 2 of tnis
section relettered to be paragraphs ¢ through h, respec-

*Teachers of classes of children with severely retarded menwl
development suall be eligible under either & or b,
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ABSTRACT OF

gislation for Publie C[chool
etarded 1n Hew York Jtatesd

¥
&

The purpese of this study was to determine the efw
feots of the organization of parents of mentally retarded
ghildren intc the Asseccintion for tetarded Children, In-
corporated and the schoels which they ztarted on the legal-
izinz of eduestion of the trainable retarded in ¥ew York
State,

The working hypothesis that the Azscclmtion for
Retarded Children, Insorporated and i{ts sueccezsful organw
izatiorn and operation of classes {or the trainable ine
flusnced the lesialation of 1955 was divided into three
component parts, Therefore, the siudy examined firstly,
the effect of the Assveletionts organization and estabe
l1ishment of chepters throurhout the state, HSeeondly, the
effect of the Aasociation's organization and operation of
Demonatration Classes in growing numbers throughout the
state snd finally, the sucgeas of the c¢classes with their
resulting influence on the lerislation of 195Y5,

1 John P, Armstreng, doctoral thezis presentsd to
the Paculty of mducation of the University of Ottawa,
tntarlo, Janusry 1969, xvie263,
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The procedures of ths study Inciuded: 1) A survey
of the literature and trasing the historiesl antecedents
that led up te the formation of the Asgceletion. £) Visits
ware nade tc the Wew York City offlice of the Assocelatien
apd the seventeen shapiers o the Aszociation condueting
classes ror the trainable prior to 1655. 3) A survey was
made of the ori;inal documents consisting of letters, ree
perts and minutes of meectings a8z well as lecislative recovds,
chapier newsletiers and newspaper ucccunts of all chapter
setivitics, ) Noting the stron: similarity in evolution
in the seventeen chapters and tvhelr .choocle, & reprssentas
tive Belection wss mude of the New York Uity office and
schools a8 well as three up-"wete chepiers and their schools.

The dats wers descritved and evaluated using the
rosovmended bistiorieal methodology under the ;wneral heads
incra of objectives of the prlioit classca, houslng faelilitles,
nuxbers of ehildren and classes, staflfing, hours and class
size, selection of pupilas, finaneins the mcheol pregram and
cperation of the pilet classes,

The findings revealed thui there were several sipe
nificant fastoraz evolving from the Asscclarion for Hetardsd
Children, Incorvorated wnd 1:s successtul orgunization and
operation of classcu for :ne trainaile. 1) A lesdercildp
factor stocd out elcarl: in toth the or anlsatllon unu opcras

tion of the Associntion, itz chapters nut 1te .ol vcle,
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2) A politieal factor was identified which showsd that the
results achisved by the Assocclation Influeneed legislative
ehange, 3) A very Lorortasnt social factor wes noted that
demonstirated the influence of the putlile on governmental
action, i) An economic factor wau found, the result of
which was & considerable sevinrs for the State when classas
were organized In public schocls, 5) A genersl sducationsl
factor that resulted in insreasing understanding regarding
the condition known a8 mentsl rotardation was observed,

é6) A special eduecational factor that had far reeching ime
plicetions for the arew of service concerning the trainable
was evident and finally 7) a distinct success factor pere
meated the entire opsration of the parent operated claspes,
and showed that educetion of the trainable under publie
auspices war not enly feasidle lLut desziratle,

The seven factors noted not only influeneed the
legislation of 1955, btut also determined the future oducse-
tion of the trainable i~ New York state, The atudy revealed
2 need for continued research inte all parent movementz to
investigate the relationships between change agents und the

success or failure of these agents,



