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INTRODUCTION 

Froa time immemorial the use of alcoholic beverages 

has been a controversial question. The pleasure afforded by 

the exhilarating effect of these beverages has caused many to 

desire theaj on the other hand, tna consequences of their use 

or abuse has aroused strong opposition to their use, society 

has triad to cope with the problems arising froa the use of 

beverage alcohol both by legal control and by moral suasion. 

Since tha experiment with prohibition in the United 

States, the populace has been willing to accept only a minimum 

of legal control in this matter* and the alcohol education 

movement has developed. Considerable research on the use of 

alcoholic beverages has been carried out both in tha physiolo­

gical and in tha psychological fields. Since aan*s conduct 

is largely the product of his attitudes, it is not surprising 

that a number of studies of attitudes towards tha use of 

beverage alcohol should have been made. However, for the 

aost part these studies have not used the techniques of 

attitude testing, which have developed in recent years. In 

addition to determining factors that are related to students' 

drinking practices several attempts have been made to deter­

mine the predominating influence on student drinking, and to 

develop a theory that would explain apparent contradictions. 
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Tha Department of Education of Manitoba, recognising 

tha need for alcohol education, has made i t a part of the 

curriculum for grades six to twelve. In addition, the Depart­

ment has encouraged the Alcohol Education Service to carry 

on a program of instruction involving yearly v i s i t s to each 

classroom by trained instructors. Just what i s being 

accomplishad by both forms of alcohol education i s presently 

being questioned. It i s a well known fact that knowledge 

will not affect behaviour unless i t i s accepted a the emo­

tional as well as at the intellectual level , A definition of 

attitude, "An enduring organisation of motivational, emotional, 

perceptual, and cognitive processes with respect to some 

aspect of the individual's world", suggests that a valuable 

aid for teachers would be a m*a.na of ascertaining the range 

of attitudes among students and of Judging student progress. 

Moreover, knowledge of the relation of various factors with 

tha opinions of high school students in Manitoba would be 

useful in improving the alcohol education program In the 

province. An attempt to obtain and Interpret such informa­

tion may reveal a predominating influence on student drinking, 

and contribute in some small way toward clarifying psychologi­

cal theory in this regard. 

1 D, krech and R.3, Crutehfield, Theory and Pro 
<?£ &?<i\lkl ffiy«*WlWt New York, McGraw-Hill, l$»*d, p. 1 
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Before drawing up the hypotheses for the study the 

findings of a number of studies in the United States were 

considered, as well as the history of the topic in Canada 

and especially in Manitoba. It has been observed that 

Canada2 never went through the same struggle over prohibition 

as did tha United States, the advocates of prohibition were 

not as numerous, nor did prohibition remain in force for as 

many yeara. On tha other hand government control continued 

in force in Canada for many yeara, and was stricter in 

onitoba than in some of the provinces, allowing no beer 

parlours for woman or for mixed drinking. This legislation, 

an indication of mora general disapproval of the use of 

alcoholic beverages, may well have influenced the attitude 

of tha high scuool students of today. However, the large 

percentage of the population of European origin or ancestry, 

whose communities have formed a mosaic of ethnic composi­

tion, possibly tends to create & more favourable attitude 

towards the use of alcoholic beverages. 

The hypotheses for this study may be considered under 

two main headings* (i) those which concern t^e construction 

of tha test of attitude, (11) those which* deal wit:, the 

interpretation of the results of the test. For the 
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construction of the test it was hypothesised that the atti­

tudes of the high school students of Manitoba would range 

along a single continuum betwain strong approval and strong 

disapproval, and that the scores of the individuals on such 

a teat would form a normal curve of distribution. It was 

further hypothesised that a sample, stratified for father's 

occupation, sex, grade, and chosen at random within school 

divisions, would be representative. A survey of the litera­

ture suggested many possible methods of analysis, and a num­

ber of hypotheses to be considered. It was decided that 

attitude score according to sex, grade, father's occupation, 

sehool division, and size of sehool would be compared by the 

difference of the means and "t" scores, that the percentage 

of students that drink would also be determined, and that 

relationship between drinking and attituda score would be 

studied by means of the chi-square technique, it was con­

sidered that a study of this relationship would to some 

extent measure the validity of the test as well as assist in 

interpreting the results of the test, A study of the 

respondents to certain questions will be made In an attempt 

to discover certain trends of thought on the topic. 

The conclusion drawn from some studies is that the 

attitude of high school students is related to that of tine 

parents and to their permisadvenesa in allowing their 

children to uae alcoholic beverages. On the other hand one 
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author"' finds s certain ambivalence in tic attitude of 

students who drink despite strong parental disapproval. 

Another current hypothesis is that drinking is a variable of 

adherence to adolescent sub-culture. In an attempt to throw 

light upon this aspect of the probla.c secondary hypotheses 

are drawn up in the form of questions: Is there a similarity 

in the attitudes of parents and children? Do all students 

who drink approve of their own drinking? 

The historical background of the topic Is sketched 

In Chapter I. Chapter II describes the construction of the 

test, and the choosing of the sample. In Chapter III results 

are presented and interpreted by a study of relationships, 

and in Chapter IV results of this study are compared with 

those of several similar studies. The final chapter gives 

the conclusions and the implications of the study. 

3 Abraham person, "Alcohols A Study of Social 
Ambivalence", Quarterly Journal of btudles of Alcohol. 
Vol. 1, 19*K>, P. 13-20. 



CHAPTER I 

KI6T0RICAL BACi.GHCUND 

Since attitudes are frequently transmitted from one 

generation to another, the historical background of U»e topic 

in Manitoba should be considered in selecting a representative 

sample, and in interpreting results. The atiitude of the 

people of Manitoba towards the use of alcoholic beversges has 

been indicated from time to t.rae by legislation that attempted 

to control or abolish the liquor trade. Th* returns of some 

or tha plebiscites reflect attitudes common at the time <n the 

rest of the country, but others can be explained better by 

reference to local history. That national or'.^n and religi­

ous affiliation affect tha attitude towards tine use of 

alcoholic beverages has been attested by a number of studies. 

In this chapter an attempt will be made to sketch the manner 

in which Manitoba was settled, and to iridic*W tr.e principal 

events that may have influenced its people in their attitudes 

towards tha use of alcoholic beverages. A review of t.iO 

literature pertinent to the topic will follow. 

1. Settlement ahd Liquor Legislation. 

Although uia -m&rssts of the fur trade &n& of agri­

culture were diametrically opposed, both the Northwest 

Company and tha Hudson Bay Company were indirectly responsible 
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for tha beginnings of agriculture in the west. On tha long 

canoe route from Hontreal the Nor'Weators required supplies 

and hence the Indiana were encouraged to grow grain. In 

lc-12 Lord Selkirk, who held many shares in tha Hudson Bay 

Company, waa allowed to bring out settlers. Most of these 

were highland scotch farmers that had been evieted from their 

homes to make room for sheep runs. The Sor'Westers, the 

free traders and their descendants of mixed blood saw the 

settlement as a threat to tha fur trade, and did everything 

possible to drive the colonists away. However, the scotch 

refused to be driven away, and later many of tha ietis came 

to look upon the colony as a place of settlement for them­

selves and as a market for the products of tha hunt, when 

in 1821 tha competition between the two companies was ended 

by their union, it was forbidden to give liquor to the 
2 

Indians upon whom it had a particularly bad affect, 

A characteristic of tha colony from its beginnings 

was duality in language and in religion, Employees of the 

Hudson Bay Company were for the most part English speaking 

and Protestant , tlioae of the Northwest Company French speaking 

1 *.H. Morton, APiEohe.i.A ffljvqrv. Toronto, Unlvar-
a l ty of Toronto Press, 1957, p . **l-»f2t referring to El l io t 
Coues, ( a d . ) , flaw Lj,ght on. ,the Early jfastory of,, W%, ffJMffitar 
northwest. Hew JoA' l&tf~ p. lM-lh% Mo. 

2 The Manitoba Liquor Enquiry Commission, Report. 
Winnipeg, 1955* P» 235* 
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and Catholle, fcany of these men married native women and 

remained in tha colon/* Their descendants generally re­

tained the language and religion of their fathers, Tha 

Selkirk sett lers beside their native Gaelic knew or learned 

Sngliah and ware Protestants* In l&lfc the French Catholic 

population was Increased by a group of sett lers from Quebec. 

3hortly afterward two Catholle priests and an Anglican minis­

ter came to tha colony* Those clergymen endeavoured not 

only to Christianise the Indians but also to teach them tha 

waya of c iv i l i sat ion, eapecially the oultlvatlon of tha soil* 

A number of free traders, mostly from tha States, case to 

tha colony, thus increasing the English speaking population. 

The compoaition of tha population in 13701 whan Manitoba 

joined Confederation, was aa follows! 55® Indiana, 5,757 

Metis, W0B3 English half-breeds and 1,565 Whites. Catholics 

numbered 6,2^7 and Protestants 5,716.3 

Hot only did tha population differ in language and 

In religion,but for the most part English and French settled 

la different areas* At f i r s t both French and English had 

their farms along the Red River, the French to tha south of 

tha Asslniboine River, tha Sngllsh to tha north of i t* In 

1823 * l**g* group of Metis from Pembina moved to St* Francois 

xaviar ©a tha Aasiniboina. Soae while later, when the lo t s 

3 Canada, fiffjftonaj, .PPP»r<» V(20), I87I, p. 91. 

k Norton, Sgb^js&Sn, p. 62. 
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at st* Andrews ware becoming congested, Reverend Cochran* 

lad a group of settlers to Portage la Prairie about fifty 

alios west on the Asainiboine*' Later English speaking 

settlers from Upper Canada joined this group* It was those 

Canadian farmers that broke away from tha pattern of river-

bank farming, and adopted that of tha section* 

In Id?** tha first group of Hennonites cams to 

Kanitoba.6 The right of a minority to preserve its identity 

had boon established by the Sfcnitoba Act, Consequently this 

group of settlors, as ware other national groups to come 

later, wore assigned to a certain area, where thay lived much 

as they had In the country of their origin. In 1075, the 

French element was increased by settlers from Massachusaots* 

Icelandic settlers came also in 1©75 settling on the wast 

shore of Lake Winnipeg. Between 1876 and l$Sl some forty 

thousand immigrants came to : ani toba. Tha greater number of 

these came from Ontario and settled in tha south was tarn port 

of tha province* &»st of those settlers ware adherents of 

the Presbyterian faith* 

These settlors from Ontario ware no doubt largely 

responsible for tha large majority in favour of prohibition 

in too plebiscite of 1$$2«' Temperance organisations had 

5 rtorton, oj^jaU*. p. 00. 

6 JBtaat*? »• 1*1« 

7XfciA., p. 251* 
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boon formed in tho eighteenth century in England to correct 

widespread abuses in tho use of liquor in tha newly indus­

trialised society. Tho Protestant churches of Weeleyan, 

Calvlnistic, and Baptist backgrounds ware strong supporters 

of these movements* These churches advocated abstinence, 

and as a consequence the vary name, 'Temperance* case to 

moan abstinence ratner than moderation* Tho Roman Catholle 

and ftnglloan churches ware opposed to excessive use of liquor, 

but except for small groups within these churches* did not 

advocate abstinence* fiorly in tho nineteenth aeatury 

Temperance soeiatiaa had been formed in Canada* In 1©7© tho 

Canada Temperance Act, popularly known as the Scott Act, 

was passed. This act provided for local prohibition at the 

wish of the electorate* In the pioneer society of >tenltoba 

and particularly in Winnipeg*, a stopping off place for 

carters, trappers, and traders, there was much excess of 
9 

drinking* Tho rewdlnoss of tho saloons was notorious* Tho 

rospootobla members of tho community might woll bo concerned 

about tho matter* However, tha provincial government did 

not enforce tho prohibition because of doubts about Its 

legality. A plebiscite held by the Federal government in 

Manitoba in l#9o also resulted in a largo majority for 

S Canada, atatutaa. Chap. 16, May 167U, p. til* 

* Herton, MxJ^k*% P» 171. 
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prohibitioja, but was not implemented because of the difficul­

ties of enforcement. Tho Temperance people annoyed with tho 

slowness of tha government had to a large extent ignored 

this plebiscite.10 

In the nineties tho immigration from Ontario fell off, 

but two new waves of immigrants came at this time* Americans 

and Ukrainians with a smaller number of Polos, fIi*e Americans 

ware assimilated by the English speaking people of tha pro­

vince , but the Slavic immigrants settled In the rough bush 

lands between Lake l&nitoba and Lake Winnipeg, forming 

national communities, Tho aggressive immigration policies of 
11 

Clifford 31Tton, aided by the advertising of railway and 

steamship companies, by 1S06 had brought tho population up 

to 365,000, of which the new minority numbered 73,000* There 

seams to be a decided relationship between the areas whore 

looal option had bean adopted and tho pradoalnanoo of settlors 

of Anglo-Saxon background* This is true of almost tho whole 

southwestern section of tho province and of the Swan River 

section in northwestern Manitoba* 

Whan tho Liberal party came into power in Manitoba 

in 191^, it did so as a reform party* There had boon a 

number of political scandals*, of vMch that of the construction 

10 Norton, oof ,cAt-t P* 2&2. 

11 IM&«» ». 27*. 
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of tha legislative buildings was tha most flagrant. Women's 

suffrage and the abolition of the liquor traffic ware part 
12 

of tho party's platform* Morton says Premier Norris saw to 

it that the women got tho vote first, and than hold a refer­

endum on the legislation that he had had the Temperance 

organizations prepare* The result was a large majority for 

prohibiting tho sale of liquor in tha province. A rafaraodum 

In lv2C decided against allowing the importing of liquor. 

During the war years nearly all the provinces chose prohibi­

tion, and in 1919 the United States passed tha Eighteenth 

Amendment establishing prohibition throughout the whole 

country, 

Tha difficulties of enforcing prohibition and the 

consequent evils led to the formation of the Moderation 

League. It proposed the sale of liquor by tha government 

and tha sale of beer and wine by licensed establishments* The 

sale of packaged liquor in government stores was passed by 

tho plebiscite of 1923 ̂  In 1^2b the sale of beer in beer 

parlors was legalised, 

!uu.a system of liquor control was still in force in 

195*t, when the Manitoba Liquor Enquiry Commission was set up 

12 Morton, OP. cit.. p. $kb. 

13 anltoba, Statutes . Ca^. 1, July 1923. 

l*tlM&*» Cap. 31 , 192<;. 
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by an Qrder-ln-Council to study the situation and advise the 

government on possible changes. Considerable dissatisfac­

tion had been expressed with tha existing system as being 

too restrict ive, and at the same time not sufficiently well 

enforced, l* in other provinces of Canada as well as in the 

United States liquor control had bean modified. In Manitoba 

tha trend toward freer use of alcoholic beverages could be 

seen in the number of distr icts that had voted to remove 

restriction on the sale of l iquor.1 6 

The Commission recommended that restaurants be 

allowed to »9ry« bear and wine, and that cocktail rooms be 

permitted in hotels connected with dining rooms, ' The 

rationale behind these recommendations was that, i f food was 

available when liquor was served there would be less danger 

of excess in drinking. It was thoughtalso that respectable 

places where men and women could be served together would be 

preferable to the atmosphere of the all-male beer parlor. 

Those and other changes were made in 1956. ° 

The Commission was pleased with the alcohol educa­

tion program that the Department ol Education had prescribed 

for grades seven to twelve* In addition in 199* the 

15 Manitoba Liquor Enquiry Commission, Report. 
Winnipeg, 1V55» p« 11-13* 

loj&eet-t P* 261* 

17 ifc*m*t »• 6^3* 
16 Manitoba, atatutos. Cap. ko, 19*6, 69 <D* 
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Department of Education made a grant of $20,000 to the Hanitoba 

Temperance Alliance as an aid to the financing of their alco­

hol education program. This society has since changed its name 

to Alcohol iiducetion ̂ rvice, in. order to facilitate its work. 

It accepts tno theory of modern alcohol education, maintaining 

that the facts should be known, but that the right of the 

individual to choose to drink or to abstain should be respected. 

Trained workers from the Alcohol Education Service visit 

classes regularly, presenting some particular aspect of the 

topic and distributing literature. The accumulation of informa­

tion regarding beverag* alcohol is slso part of their work, 

but, when the Service wished to make a survey in the Winnipeg 

schools, the School Board refused because It consid^r^d some 

of the questions too personal. 

2, Review of the Literature, 

Tha type of survey that t^e Alcohol Education Service 

wished to make was devised by the Hofstra Research Bureau, 

and administered in Nassau Country on Long Island in 1953,^ 

The method was that of the Interview-questionnaire, in which 

trie administrator explains the purpose of the survey, and 

answers questions regarding the meaning oi any question 

that is not clear to the students. The questionnaire is 

19 Hofstra Research Bureau, Hofstra Collage, Use of 
AlfiftfegUg JfrTtmoa hmm ffisft.MhPff?,JWflftji »** York, 
The Mrs. John Sheppard Foundation, 1953» 111-86 p. 
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then f i l led out in tha presence of the administrator, Similar 

surveys were hold in 1956 in v/isconsin20 and in Kansas,21 

Those and other studies reveal a pattern of drinking behaviour 

that varies from area to area. Certain factors seem to be 

related to the use of alcoholic beverages and to attitude 

toward their use. Among such factors arai sex, age, r e l i ­

gion* and ethnic origin. In these surveys carefully prepared 

samples were used, but tha techniques of attituda tasting 

were not employed In preparing the questionnaires. The 

Wisconsin study reports the significance of the results . In 

V.Lk a study using an attituda scale constructed and val i ­

dated by Dr* George JS. Passey and Dr. lempsey F. Pennington, 
22 Jr, was aada in Michigan* This report gives group scores 

of hospital personnel, teachers and students for attitudes 

regarding beverage alconol. The significance of tho results 

i s not reported. 

20 John L, Miller and J. Richard *ahl, Attitudes 
of High School Students Toward Alcoholic Bovaraaos. Had! 
The University of Wisconsin, 1955| vii-99 ,.<• son. 

21 Bureau of sociology and Anthropology, University 
of Kansee, MttJrtMJkli Qf fllift ftfitav* fiftritaRfrs IQVM4 AlWhoUc. 

New York, Tho Mrs. John 3. Shappard Foundation, 
lv?6, x i - iM P. 

22 Margaret L. Clay, A .Sampling oi'_tho Attltuda a 
vlaAtta o f Macomb Co] £mfc^OTM9MraPKI 

V&WWWMfXW. , Michigan CttteBoard of Alcoholism, 
0**, 19 P* 
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In Canada a survey of drinking h a b i t s of h igh school 

s tudents i n Nova Sco t ia was made by G i l c h r i s t . ^ xh l s 

survey showed about one-third of tho students using alcoholic 

bovaragas to some extant, the number increasing from srade 

to grade* In 195& Mclean's Itegaxine* had an independent 

agency, which specialized in teenage research, survey drink* 

ing habits and attitudes of a representative croas section 

of high school youta in eight Canadian c i t i e s . About half 

of tho students did some drinking* Most wore moderate In 

their use of alcoholic bovaragas, but a small number* princi­

pally beys, admitted to having been "tight''. A considerable 

number said that thay drank without the consent of their 

j^^ma*e ^ws^m a^ma s) 

In 19632^ tho first survey of tha Hofstra type to be 

made lm Canada was conducted by Robert Holloway of tho 

Alcohol kduoatlon Service. His sample, consisting of eight 

thousand high school students drawn from various parts of 

rural Manitoba and Metropolitan Winnipeg (with the exception 

of Winnipeg propmr), was stratified for ethnic origin, 

23 D.R. Gilchrist* jpy»y $t jfrlflMUh; 4*>nfl,wf iMt 
*tift99l wtrnflfsttl 1% fifftlafl, tttnfr, g<frWflJ Pf ffovu rVVUf» 
mimeographed, no da ta , 

2^ Maclean's. 7 1 , 1 2 - 1 3 , Juno, 1958. 

25 R, Holloway, Student Drl"iking, A dtftdy of HhnJLtot 
ti*h -^ml^WL&wW myi lAm&mzmmmmBm " • -^fy^eIfJgtt *iicQitoi. Winnipeg, Alcohol Education 

S e r v i c e , 196*>, 73 p . 
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religious af f i l iat ion, age, and sex* The Items of tha 

questionnaire ware not analysed* nor was tha significance of 

tho results determined! however, tha else and representative-

noss of the sample make this study a valuable source of 

Information about tha drinking habits of high sehool students 

in Manitoba. Seventy-five p«r cant admitted drinking to 

some oxtent, but only five per cant once a weak or mora* 

Despite the rather general approval of moderate drinking 

aeventy-four per cant were opposed to lowering the drinking 

ago| 19 per cent favoured banning the sale of alcohol, and 

ok per cant expressed strong disapproval of male drunkenness. 

In general tha findings conform to those of similar studies 

in the United States* Two exceptions were that more Catholic 

students than United Church students said that i t was wrong 

to drink, and the family was considered to have a greater 

influence than friends on whether a teenager drinks or not, 
26 Recently Holloway has made a supplemental study of 

students' attitudes concerning the use of alcohol as related 

to features of heme environment* He reviews two studios 

supporting opposing theses* He finds insufficient the 

evidence supporting the thesis of %ddox and rtcCsll*" 

26 R, Holloway, Home ,influences oft Utorfont M*?HM> 
Winnipeg, Alcohol Kdueatlon service, 1965, 73 p. 

a? George L. laddox and Bevode C. tfcCall, Drinking 
ftlfflg Toea-Agara. New Haven, College and University Press, 
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that what young people think about and do with alcohol re-

fleets their perception of the behaviour and attitudes of 

adults. On the other hand the argument of folk,*^ that 

adolescent drinking Is a variable of adherence to or extant 

of involvement in the adolescent sub-culture, seems to him 

lacking in clarity and precision* Holloway2^ notes relation­

ships between students* attitude toward drinking and* parents* 

frequency of church attendance; the availability of liquor 

within householdj whether parents are abstainers or not} 

parental attitudes toward drinking as perceived by students; 

and parental drunkenness as perceived by students* 

In this chapter an explanation of tho ethnic pattern 

of settlement in Manitoba is preaented, since it sooas 

rolavant to the topic* Tho results of plebiscites in Manitoba) 

Indiesting public opinion in regard to beverage alcohol are 

ropertod* A number of studios conducted in the United States 

or in Canada on students' use of and attitudes toward beverage 

alcohol have bean reviewed, Of special interest are several 

recent attempts to determine tha most Important influence on 

student drinking and to explain conflicting evidence* 



CHAPTER II 

KXPEPJMEJTfAL DESIGN 

The aaln purpose of this study is to determine the 

extent to which the high school students of Manitoba favour 

tho U&9 of alcoholic beverages* For this purpose a test of 

attitude towards tha use of alcoholic beverages was con­

structed. This tost was administered to a selected sample 

of high school students in Manitoba. In order that the test 

might be validated and the relation of the attitude to vari­

ous factors be studied, the students were asked for certain 

additional information* In this chapter will be described 

the construction of the test, tha choosing of the sample and 

the results of some tests of It, The hypotheses tested will 

bo formulated In the form of the null hypothesis, they will 

relate to general attitude and to various possible factors 

of this attitude* 

1, The Instrument* 

Tne attitude test was constructed by Um &eal* 

Discrimination Technique, a combination of Thurston® 

scaling procedures and the item selection techniques In the 

1 A.L. Mw&rd* and Franklin KUpa trick, A Technique 
tmf the Construction of Attitude Scales", Jouriml of Aaialled 
m&&m&> voi. 32* vmf p« 37V-3S3. 
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Likert method* One hundred and ten Items were submitted to 

ninety judges (Teaohers College Students), who were asked to 

rate the questions according to their degree of favouring 

the use of alcoholic beverages* The range of attitude was 

represented by the letters A to I, with A representing total 

abstinence and I unrestrained consumption. The letters wore 

printed beside each statement, and the judges were asked to 

circle their choice. This method, used by seashore and 
2 

Hevner, simplifies the sorting procedure of Thurstone. The 

letters were replaced by numbers 1 to v and the scale value 

of each item was obtained by the formula S ffi 1 • (.SO-Ipc) 
\ pw / 

wnere 1 i s the lower limit of the interval in which the 

median fa l l s , £pb i s the sum of the proportions below the 

interval and pw la the proportion witiiin the interval. For 

each item the seal lnter-quartlle range, Q, was found, Tha 

average of the Q's was found to be .9* Any item w.th a Q 

greater than .9 was rejected* This amounts to eliminating 

the half of the statements that show tha greatest degree of 

spread in judgments on the psychological continuum* The 

remaining half of the Items were drawn up into a Likert*type 

questionnaire with multiple-choice response categories on a 

agree-disagree continuum* 

2 R.H. Seashore and Kate Hevner, "A Time Saving 
Device for the Construction of Attitude Scales'-, Journal of 
.fr?c;aA fW&toltnsr* vol* W, 1^33, p. 366-372. 
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This questionnaire was then administered to one 

hundred high school students. The weights 0*5 were assigned 

to each response, the direction being determined by the scale 

value. Each item was then subjected to item analysis* I ho 

top and mottorn twenty-seven per cent of the subjects in terms 

of total scores on the statements were selected* For «uch 

statement a distribution was obtained showing the frequency 

for each response category for the high and low groups* The 

rmmponaa categories were then dichotomised by the following 

procedure* For each item a table such as the following was 

drawn up* 

M M M M * * * * M M H H M M M « * * a * a « * * a H * M * * * « M H H » « a ^ ^ 

Response Categories Weights Low Group High Group 

Strongly disagree 

Disagree 

Mildly disagree 

Mildly agree 

Agree 

5 
h 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

e 

0 

h 

l 

a 
h 

9 

9 

strongly agree 0 Mt 

& * 6 b tt **1 
e * Mt d » 9 

/ (a' • »V0> * d)(a •' c)fc • d) 

50 50 
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A line was drawn between response categories, here between 

Agree and Strongly agree. This cutting point of each item 

was chosen sc as to have the suau of the number of subjects 

in the low group above the line and of the number of subjects 

in the hi&;. group below the line the lowest number. By 

drawing the line between Agree and Gtrongly a£-;ree there are 

6 In the low group above and "' in the high group below or a 

total of 15* If the division war** between Agra*: and Mildly 

agree, there would have been 2 of u e low group abov«,» and 16 

of the high group below or a tot&l of 2C. 

No item with * phi-coefficient less than .57 was 

retained, i-d wards and Klips trick made a phi-coefficient of 

.56 the criterion for retension of an item. 

The nine-interval Thurston* continuum was divided 

into half»scale Intervals, starting with the interval .75 -

1,25 and finishing with 6,25 - o\75« There were no items in 

the five intervals between 3«75 and 6,25, nor In the inter­

vals above 7-75. The most discriminating items, according 

to the size of the phi-coefficient, were selected to make 

two equivalent scales. The average phi-coefficient for 

A-iterns was ,65> and for the B-iterns .652} tt.e total scale 

score for the /-items was 56.7 and for the B-iterns was 5'6,5, 

TJese statistics show that the two forms were closely 

parallel both with regard to score value and discriminating 

power. 
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After the test had been given to the sample of four 

hundred students, reliability between the scales A and 3, 

found by the Pearaon Product-Moment, was .>5. This reli­

ability coefficient is compute on a test hall as long as 

the actual test, ^ince lengthening a test raises the reli-

ability, the Spearman Brown formula'' was used to estimate 

the reliability of the whole teat. The correction of tne 

Spearman Brown formula raised the reliability to .971*. 

2. The Sample, 

In 1926 forty-nine of a to ta l of llW rural munici­

pa l i t i e s i n Manitoba remained "dry" under "local option' 

when the Government Liquor Control Act was passed. In 195*S 

the date of the '4anltaba Liquor Enquiry Commission, seventeen 
k 

of these had voted for the sale of l iquor . A map in Resort 

of the Commission was used by th i s writer with a map of the 

forty-four school divisions In l&nltoba to divide these 

divisions into "dry" ureas, "vet" a rses , and mixed 'wet ,! 

and dry' areas . Nine divis ions, one from "dry", four from 

wet", and four from 'mixed', were picked at random* This 

3*n* 1 An-l)r 

h Hanltoba Liquor inquiry Coauaisalon, Rtaoart of 
^Hfli&r0*** L*flttPr fennuirv Commia^on. Winnipeg, 1?55» P* 262. 
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proportion was roughly that of the number of people living 

la such areas* 

Fermisalon to circulate the test was obtained first 

from the Minister of Rducation and then from the local 

School Boards* Not one of the school boards approached 

refused permission* Because of the large population of 

Metropolitan Winnipeg and the consequent difficulty of ado* 

quote sampling, it had been decided to exclude the students 

In the Winnipeg area* From a list of schools within the 

large divisions schools were picked at random* Where it was 

possible one large and one small school was chosen from each 

division* The principals were then asked to administer the 

test* In the large schools the test was given to only one 

class of each of the grades ten, eleven and twelve* In small 

schools every pupil was offered the test* No names were 

required and the tests were sealed by the students* Of the 

one thousand tests distributed only five were returned un­

answered* The sample was then stratified according to the 

father*s occupation. This factor was considered to be rele­

vant, because a number of investigations point to a larger 

percentage of drinkers at a higher socio-economic level* 

Moreover, socio-economic level is closely related to occupa­

tion. The answers were separated according to the divisions 

of the Male Labour Force in tha Canada Census. Agriculture, 

Clerical, Commercial, Construction, Fishing, Financial, 
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Labourera, Professionals, .Manufacturing, Mechanical, lining, 

Electrical, Service(Protective and Personal), and Transporta­

tion* There were large numbers in some classes such as that 

of Agriculture, but only a few in others such as Clerical* 

Certain classes were larger than would be indicated in the 

j&aaiesS because only fathers of high school students were 

considered* For example, the great majority were owners of 

farms, as might be expected of men old enough to be fathers 

of high school students* When the numbers were larger than 

was necessary, selection was made at random* some tests of 

students whose fathers ware not living or were unemployed 

ware included in the sample* The number of boys and girls 

was kept equal, and as much as possible th* proportion of the 

students in grades ten, eleven, and twelve was kept to the 

actual proportion. Care was taken to have the various school 

divisions represented In each occupation in which there were 

returns* 

Since it is likely that the attitude of high school 

students towards the use of alcoholic beverages varies 

normally, the conforming of the distribution of the sample to 

the normal distribution should give some indication that both 

the test and the sample are adequate. For this purpose the 

null hypothesis, that the distribution of the sample does not 

differ significantly from that of the normal curve, was 

tested by the chi-square technique* As shown in Table 1 the 



Table K-

Data and Computation Used in Testing the Distribution of the Sample for 
"Goodness of Fit*1 tc the Normal Curve. 

Class 
Interval "o f « - f i 

2 <V*t>' 
o~ l t ' 

k.OQ 
161,29 

•0** 
39*6/ 

.61 
IIW.H9 

39.69 
10*2** 

Iho.&i 
l . c c 

h 
.67 

lh .27 
.00 
•96 
. 01 

1.6* 
.59 
.19 

* .16 
.03 

27 -
Zk -
21 -
16 -
15 -
12 -

'T? **» 

6 -
3 -
0 -

29 
26 
23 
20 

11 
11 

0 
v; 

2 

2,35 
1.91 
1**»7 
1.C3 

.15 
- .29 
- .73 
-1.17 
-1 .61 

.0252 
,C6M» 
.135** 
.23*7 
.3352 
. 3 ^ 5 
.3*>25 
.3C56 
.2036 
.1092 

^.^32 
11.327 
23.612 
**1.26© 
56.953 
69.727 
67.261 
5^.753 
35*610 
19.5C3 

366.U& *r0C Wco.o 

h 

2% 
22 
3? 
56 
59 
61 
71 
kb 
32 

6.0* 
11.3 
23.6 
& • * 
56.9 
67.7 
67-3 
53.6 
35.6^ 
3 1 . e a 

Factor of aa i l t ip l i ca t ion 3 x h$fc « 175.^5 
6*i>2 A ' - " " 

2.0 
12*7 
.2 

- 6*3 
- .9 
-1C.7 
. 6.3 
3.2 
12.2 
l.;. 

X2=22.52 

7 degrees of freedom # .001 level 
of confidence a 2^.32* 

am 

a To make 
to c l a s s 2 7 - 2 9 . 

the aume 366*66% approach HOC, 11.5 was added to c l a s s 0 - 2 , 1.6 
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chi-square was found to be 22*52* Since t h i s sum i s derived 

from ten measures and there are three r e s t r i c t i o n s , that the 

sums, the means, and the standard deviations of the theoret i ­

cal and of the observed frequencies should be the same, there 

are 10 - 3 or 7 degrees of freedom* in order to be signifi­

cant at the ,001 level of confidence with 7 degrees of freedom 

the chl-square would have to be as large as 2V.32. Therefore 

the null hypothesis, that the distribution of the sample does 

not differ from that of the normal distribution, may be 

accepted* 

In this chapter the construction of the attitude test 

by the Scale Discrimination technique i s described and the 

criteria used in the selection of items i s given* The re l i ­

ability coefficient| computed for the two halves by the 

Pearson Product-Moment technique and corrected by the Spearman 

Brown formula, i s ,97**> The combination of stratification and 

random sampling used to obtain a representative sample i s 

explained in detail* Finally the distribution of this sample 

was compared with that of the normal curve by means of the 

c.il-8quare technique and found not to differ significantly* 
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CHAPTER III 

PRESENTATION OF TEST RKlSULTS 

In the previous chapter the distribution of scores on 

the attitude test was studied as a check upon the test and 

upon the sample. Here the distribution will be analysed for 

the information that it gives as to the general attitude of 

the high school students of Manitoba, and for possible differ­

ences in attitude held by various segments of that population. 

For the purpose of discovering such differences a number of 

null hypotheses will be set up and tested for significant 

differences. To afford an external check upon the test re­

sults the additional information, given by the answers to the 

questions following the test, will be compared with the test 

scores. Furthermore, the results of the attitude test &a& of 

the additional information given, will be searched for evid­

ence supporting some of the current theories explaining 

adolescent thinking in regard to drinking* 

1, Distribution of Attitude Scores* 

As mentioned before and as may be scan in the graph 

of Figure 1, page 23, the curve of the distribution, based on 

tha daita given in Table II, does not differ significantly 

from that of the normal curve, However, it has a positive 

skewness of .85 , indicating greater frequency for the lower 

* *k • ftp,, * h® - c^ 
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Table II*-

Frequency Olstribution f Attitude Scores, Plus the Haan and 
Standard Deviation* 

m e m 
3core Intervals Frequency 

n 
H 
SB 
°1* 

« Woe 
* 11*97 
* 6,62 
* ,3** 

2 7 - 2 9 h 

2k - 26 2k 

2 1 - 2 3 22 

1 6 - 2 0 35 

15 - 17 56 

12 - Ik 59 

9 - 11 61 

6 - 6 57 

3 - 5 ^ 

c - 2 32 
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part of the s ca l e . The c r i t i c a l r a t i o 2 of the skew Is 1*7**, 

which i s not s igni f icant at the .05 l e v e l of confidence* Since 

k u r t o s i s , 3 .27 , i s higher than .2632, the curve has a tendency 

to be leptokurt ic , indicating massing in the middle range* 

The crit ical ratio1* of kurtosis i s 20,06 which i s significant 

at the #001 level of confidence* Such a curve shove that the 

attitude of the majority of the students i s a moderate one, 

and that the number who are somewhat opposed to the xum» of 

alcoholic beverages i t greater than the number who tend to 

favour their use* 

The answers to the questions regarding the students* 

use of alcoholic Beverages as shown in Tables III and 17 

support these results of the attitude test* Approximately 

four per cent use alcoholic beverages often, sixy-ene per 

cent occasionally, and thirty-five per cent never use them* 

The term "often% "occasionally', and "never* were not defined* 

Since this study i s primarily concerned with attitude, the 

student's own estimate was sought* Had the question been ex­

pressed In a more objective manner, there might have been a 

• M * M 

3 Kurtosis * (Cyy»C|j;) ft 

ScTTLO 

** e»a«> * ••%, ^Ku * .2W.9 



Table III.-

Frequency of Use uf alcoholic Beverages According to Sex and Attitude 
Score Level, 

fttUUtito gcoTv UVfi 
High. Above ^-j tediums (Qv-Qĵ ) Lows Below Qx |g 

Drink alcoholic g 
beversgess Often o (16) C (0) ** (W) 1 (1) 1 (2) 0 (0) Ik ( 3.5) as 

o 
•e Brink alcoholic 

beveragest Occa­
sionally Wo (SO kt- (U>) 73 (73) 51* CM 20 (hi.) 16 (32) 2**3 (6C.7) U 

Brink alcoholic » 
beverages: Haver 2 M io (20) 23 (23) **5 (u5) 29 (>&) 3U (66) 1^3 (35—) S 

I : 50 50 100 IOC 50 50 Woe (1CC.C) c : 

MkeawMa 



Table IV.-

Gse of Various K.ads of Alcoholic Beverages* i n ha l a t i on to Sex 
and Act' liuU Score L*.vel. 

AtiitucZ. Jcore L^vel 

Kinds of Alco-
hol lc Beverages f 

ti.gm. Above Q^ Hwdin** ((h-^jO Low: B-low ^ 

-*&-!*% T ^ - H f e - ^ f f r - m T,UI <« 

Beer 

feM.ne 

Herd Liquor 

k3 (90) 31 (7o) 59 (77) & (62) Ik (67) "A (bO 195 ( 76) 

31 (65) 23 (57) *»3 C 6) 35 (6*0 12 (57) 11 (6 ) 155 ( 6C) 

36 (75) 17 (V3) 3** (M*) 19 (35) 6 (2 ) 5 (3D 117 ( *5) 

ifs those who 
drink 257 

kc 77 5> 21 16 257 (ice) 
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larger number of frequent drinkers. However, the fact that so 

few considered themselves; "frequent' drinkers further supports 

the trend of moderation. Moreover, there are mor̂  students that 

drink beer and win than there ar<« tuose th&t drink hard l iquor . 

Of those that drink, seventy-s:x per c«nt drink beer, aixty 

per cent wine, and forty-five per cent hard l iquor . 

2, Personal and Social Factors. 

Tha first i'oclor to be considered was that or sex. The 

null hypotheses, that there is no significant difference in the 

attitude or boys and girls toward the use or alcoholic bever­

ages, waa set up. With tho cL*t& In Table V tha critical ratio 

for tha difference of the means was computed and found to be 

6.15. This is significant at the .OtI level of confidence, and 

the null hypothesis must therefore be rejected. The critical 

ratio for the difference of the standard deviations was 2.39* 

Since this Is significant only at the .05 level of confidence, 

the null hypothesis may be rejected but with less assurance 

than ti«at of the difference of the jaeans. 

The graph in Figure 2, page 31, snows the extent of 

the difference in attitude of the boys and of the girls* The 

boys' ogive lies to the right of the girls* over the entire 

range, showing truat the boys score consistently b- >ihi.r than the 

girls. The extent of difference varies, being about one and a 

half times as great at the median and at the tt.ird quartile, as 
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Table V.-

Comparison of At t i tuda Scores According to Sex. 

S t a t i s t i c s Boys Gi r l s Differences D C.B, 

number 

Mean 

Standard Deviation 

Standard Error of 
the Mean 

3tandard Error of the 
Standard Deviations 

200 200 

13.97 9.77 

7.C5 5.95 

*Wv6 ,**21 

.352 .296 

V.00 

1,10 

.65 6.15 

•k$ 2.39 
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it is at the first quartile. The lines through A and B to 

the boys* curve show that approximately forty-three per cent 

of the girls' scores lie below the boys' first quartile and 

seventy-four per cent of the girls* scores below the boys' 

median. 

In order to study the relationship of drinking fre­

quency to score level, the scores were divided into high, 

medium and low. Since there was so great divergence in the 

score of the boys and of the girls, the division was made 

separately. The low or first fourth for the boys included 

scores between C and 6, that of the girls between 0 and 5i 

the medium, interquartile range, for the boys was 9 - 10, 

for the girls 6 - 13» and the high, or top fourth, for the 

boys comprised scores from 19 - 26, for the girls from 1** -

26, Since the scores were based on round numbers &n& the 

centiles were not, there was some over-lapping between levels. 

This was adjusted by considering the extra high and low 

scores to be in the medium score range. 

Table III shows that there is some correspondence 

between drinking and x,igh score on the attitude test, and 

that drinking is more prevalent among boys t.an it is among 

girls. The chi-square comparing students tir.t drink and 

those that do not, according to the level on z.e attitude 

test, based on the data in "J able VI, was found to be M+.C6, 

At the ,001 level of confidence and with two degrees of 
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Table VI.-

Frequency of Students who Drink or Do Not Drink 
According to Attitude 3core, 

un.| ,iu .,.., ,. i. .ii.i m u m — — . • — • II i, IIIII „., '-ihr " ","• ••• " T ' T T " " 

iJcore Level Drink Do not Drink 

High oc 12 

'4edlu.fi 132 66 

Low 37 63 

http://'4edlu.fi
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Table VII.-

Frequency of Students Who Drink or lo Wot Drink According to 
Sex • nd Attitude Score Level. 

T i 1 ; ; " " . . r1 , ,'":•:,,:,: ••';': "•• XT'T '.- • ",•'•• ,.l,i.:,1 .,T. ,J ,, ,.J ,L ,V ,": ,",,•,•,; '",',, • v..1, ,',„'„' ;„:..,„'„'.,) asss 

Pfjflft PP Art PrlPk 
Score Level Boys Gi r l s Boys Gi r l s 

High kii Uo 2 1C 

tedium 77 55 23 **5 

Low 21 16 29 3k 
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freedom a chl-square of 13*62 Is significant; therefore, 

this value shows a highly significant relationship between 

score level on the attitude tost and drinking or not drink­

ing* A chl-square of 12*96 comparing score level for those 

who drink hard liquor with that of those who drink beer or 

wine is significant at the .01 level of confidence* From the 

percentages in Table III it is evident that at each score 

level more boys than girls drink. Chi-squares were signifi­

cant at the .05 level of confidence for tne high and medium 

but not for the low score level. The percentages in Table IV 

show that at each score l#vel more boys than girls drink 

hard liquor. Chi-squares for the high and medium score 

levels were significant at tha .05 level of confidence. The 

girls show a preference for wine, which is saore likely to be 

taken in a family gathering than is hard liquor or even beer. 

Stratification according to school division and 

according to father's occupation was used to secure a repre­

sentative sample. The mean, standard deviation-and standard 

error of the mean are shown for the Divisions in Table VIII 

and for occupations in Table IX, In order to determine 

whether attitude differed according to area, father's 

occupation was kept constant. For those checking Agriculture 

as their father's occupation, the mean, the standard devi­

ation and the standard error of the difference between the 

mean of the total and the mean of tho sample was obtained by 
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Table V I I I , -

At t i tude Scores i n Various School Divisions ' of Those Whose 
F a t h e r ' s Occupation I s Agr icu l tu re , 

Divisions f Mean C.D. ^ A 

A> 

E b 

C c 

D d 

g c 

F b 

ac 

H b 

TC 
X 

25 

1C 

11 

1*6 

»t6 

33 
l»5 

16 

2k 

13-36 

7.60 

6.36 

12.15 

13«33 

9.27 

10. c? 

15.33 

13*62 

7.66 

5.12 

1+.91 

6.22 

7.19 

k.6k 

6,22 

S.12 

6.96 

1.56 

1.71 

1.5> 

l.Co 

1.07 

.02 

.9h 

1.69 

l.**2 

a Permission to conduct the study was granted on 
condition that School Divisions would not be identified in 
report, 

b Divisions are in "open districts*'. 

c Divisions are in "mixed districts'', 

d Division is In a "closed district*1. 
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Table IX.-

Attltude Scores According to Classification of the Occupation 
of the Fathara of the students. 

-'JTT" "T.T I ' , L B ' H f i t ' l i t l.iU)l,Vi"lil",lli".liJll
l,'.1lirfi7iTII II,1) Nln!,l IIM.tn'lUMI'i'il'Jl .I'.J,1,; .'JB VI1. .".i.li'l,;;'JrT/IJIiJI Jt IIIMUII l i lUU1 „.l t S 

C l s s s i f i cation Htkm Mean 3.D. M 

Agriculture 

Clerical 

Commercial 

Construction 

Fishing 

Financial 

Labourers 

Professionals 

imuxuf, and Me eh. 

Hlnlng 

service 
Protective 
Personal 

Transportation 

mot Living or 
Unemployed 

16W 

10 

ie 

20 

k 

6 

6 

20 

26 

17 

20 
11 

35 

17 

11.73 

vi.cX 

v • 02 

U.69 

13.75 

IO.60 

10.75 

12. kC 

11.62 

11.59 

12.25 
11.91 

13.^3 

11.23 

7 . •->! 

6.57 

6.6W 

7 .Co 

3 . % 

7.^7 

6.59 

7*20 

6.^2 

5.^5 

5.27 
**.29 

6.92 

7.35 

.52 

2.19 

i*66 

1.39 

1.95 

2.63 

3.25 

1.66 

1*23 

l.*>6 

1.21 
1.37 

1.17 

1.6h 
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. 5 

using formula 1©.«*3 of Baybaw* Division H had a crit ical 

ratio of 2*26, s l inlf leant at the *05 level of confidence, but 

the other Divisions were below this level* however, the null 

hypothesis, that the attitude of the students does not differ 

according to school division must be rejected, &ome of this 

difference may be due to the fact that some divisions were 

mapped out with regard to ethnic origin or religion of the 

inhabitants* Ho relation between "wet" and "dry" areas and 

high and low scores could be seen* The one division from a 

"dry" area had a high mean score, while the lowest mean score 

was from a "wet" area* However, the divisions cover large 

areas, and other factors, such as slse of community, may have 

affected these results* 

The means of the scores according to father's occupa­

tion showed l e s s difference than those according to school 

division* With the data shown in Table XX differences were 

tested but not one was found to be significant at ,05 level of 

confidence) therefore, the null hypothesis that there i s no 

significant difference in the attitude towards the use of 

alcoholic beverages of the students according to their 

fathers' occupations may be accepted* However, the c lass i f i ­

cation of occupations may not have been sufficiently well 

defined* 

I *fTJ2?c* *: Clsy£**> ^mrnlM mmmw* Ottawa, Editions de I'Unlversite d'Ottawa, 1956, p. 316, 
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In three divisions the scores of students in large 

schools were compared with those in small schools. Both boys 

and girls in large schools had higher mean scores tixen those 

in small schools) however, the difference was not significant, 

the critical ratio being l.L2. The null hypothesis, that 

there Is no significant difference in the attitude towards 

the use of alcoholic beverages of the students of large and 

of small schools, may be accepted* 

The possibility that the attitude of the students in 

the higher grades would be more favourable towards the use of 

alcoholic beverages titan would that of the lower grades was 

tested* With the data in Table X a chl-square comparing low, 

medium, and high scores with grades ten, eleven and twelve 

yielded 6*62, which with four degrees of freedom is not signi­

ficant at the .05 level of confidence* Therefore, the null 

hypothesis, that there Is no relation between attltmde score 

and grade level may be accepted* 

The Information at the end of the test shows that the 

number of students that drink increases with grade level. In 

Table XI the percentage of students drinking is shown* Grade ten 

with 62 per cent and grade eleven with 63 per cent are \mry close* 

Orade twelve with 70 per cent is considerably higher) however, the 

chl-square, based on the data In Table XI is not significant, and 
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Tfible X,-

Data for the Calculation of Chi-square Comparing Attitude 
Score Level with Grade Level, 

Attitude 
Score Level 

Total 
'© 

Low 

Medium 

High 

••0 h 3 # 2 37 33.6 23 23.2 

96 86*5 66 67*5 36 *#6.5 

37 «>3.3 32 33.6 31 23.2 

100 

200 

100 

Chi-square 

173 

6,62 

135 92 kOO 

k df significant at .03 a 9*6% 
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Table XI.-

Frequency and Percentage According to Orade of 
students that Drink. 

Gradu 
Level number Frequency(Per Cent) 

Ten 173 106 (62) 

Eleven 135 65 (63) 

Twelve 92 6U (70) 



PRESENTATION OF TEST RES0LT3 1+2 

the nul l hypothesis, ti\at tner^ Is no relationahip between grada 

leve l and the number ti.at drink, isay be acc«*;<ted. 

In Table XII student and parental disapproval of the use 

of a lcohol ic beverages fare shown in re lat ion to att i tude score, 

the high score showing l eas t disapproval. The parental disapprov­

al follows a similar pattern* From the data in Table XII chi -

squares were computed comparing parental and student approval and 

disapproval of students' drinking. The boys' chl-square was 

29.63 and tne g i r l s ' 5*>.v9. Both are s ignif icant at the . co l 

l e v e l of confidence. The close relationship indicated here i s 

an argument In favour of the theory that adolescents are Influ­

enced to a considerable extent by the:r parents in their att i tude 

towards drinking. This Is more evident whim i t i s real ised that 

only those that drink were considered, because of the wording of 

the question, "If you drink [ . . . ] " However, the fact that a 

considerable number drink contrary to their conscience suggests 

that another influence, possibly that of the peer group, i s 

strong in regard to the practice of drinking. 

3 . Item Choice. 

The frequency WJU. whici: tr.e different items were checked 

was considered next, in order to throw fur$h®r light upon the 

attitude of the students. Tnc statements expressing approval 

of the use of alcoholic bwYeragwa »»re listed in labia XIV and 

those expressing disapproval, in whi.cn the student scores in 

favour of the use of alcoholic beverages by rejecting, are listed 

in Table XV. 

http://whi.cn
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Table XII.-

Percentage of Students and of Parenta Who Disapprove of student 
Drinking. 

Att i tude 8 ;«ho 
?fisr,f Veye; Drink 

Student Disapproval Parental Disapproval 
ff| tiPi^lM „,, „ <af,firi^^g n „ ,„„ 

Ptff Con\ 9t l+Tto, , Pfff Y«?ftV pf fciYte 
High 

.'tedium 

Low 

68 

132 

37 

15 

31 

ki 

39 

ki 

k > 

Tota l T:I 
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Table XIII.-

Data for the Calculation of Chi-squarea Comparing Parental and 
Student Approval and Disapproval of Students' 

Drinking for Boys and Girls, 

Parents Approve 

Parents L^scpprove 

Student 
Ayorovcs 
Boys Gi r l s 

76 65 

36 9 

Student 

Boys Gi r l s 

6 

29 31 

Total 

152 

10;' 

112 7k 3k 37 257 

Boys : X% 29.63 
Girlss X* 5V.09 X of 1L.63 with idf i s s i gn i f i can t a t 

•C01 l e v e l 
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Table XIV.-

Frequency of s tudents Checking Statements impressing Approval 
of the Use of Alcoholic Beverages. 

dumber fo»yff fill^ ft&lfllL , foys . v W » , 
of Item Frequency Rank8 F requencyRank Frequency Rank 

5 102 25 63 25 3v 2k 

7 212 7 H I 1C 101 k 

9 159 16 ^ 3 6 65 16 

11 19* 9.5 109 12 J5 9 

1^ 231 3 12W 6 107 3 

16 175: 16 99 16 76 11 

17 l*+7 20 91 2C 56 20 

19 1 k 9.5 109 12 J 5 ^ 

25 270 1 1*>3 1 127 2 

26 1^6 13 113 6 73 13 

27 167 12 111 10 76 11 

26 176 15 ICO 12 67 16 

a Rank r e f e r s to order of n i ce s t frequency. 
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Table XV.-

Frefueacy of students Rejecting Statements Kxprassing 
Disapproval of the Use of Alcoholic Beverages, 

timber Boys and Girls Boys Girls 
of Item Frequency Rank* Frequency Rank Frequency Rank 

1 

2 

3 

k 

6 

6 

10 

12 

13 

15 

16 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2h 

yo 

26 5 

112 

95 

17C 

122 

1̂ 3 

192 

17« 

217 

199 

217 

222 

65 

111 

Iko 

27 

2 

23 

26 

17 

22 

a 
n 
lh 

5.) 

0 

5.5 

k 

20 

2k 

19 

59 

130 

63 

bk 

97 

76 

61 

12^ 

112 

126 

109 

127 

131 

^ 

11 

n 

27 

3 

2^ 

2k 

17 

22 

21 

6 

9 

12 

k 

2 

26 

23 

IV 

31 

135 

J*9 

31 

73 

kk 

62 

66 

66 

91 

90 

vo 

91 

20 

3k 

55 

.26 

1 

22 

26 

13 

23 

19 

15 

17 

5 

7 

7 

5 

ilD 

25 

£-'i 

a Rank refers to order of highest frequency* 
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The most popular statement for the students as a whole 

was Ho. 25, "There is nothing wrong with drinking on certain 

occasions". This shows positive approval of moderate drink­

ing. The students ranked statement Ko. 2, "It Is wrong to 

accept a cocktail at a party", next In order of frequency* 

Students scored in favour of drinking by rejecting this state­

ment. The frequency with which this statement was checked 

may be due to a dislike on the part of the students for 

•ssocisting morality with drinking. The third choice of the 

students was Ifo, l*t, "High school students should be given 

experience in the use of alcoholic beverages in the home". 

Wo. 19, "High school students should be allowed to drink at 

home", although vtry similar ranked only ninth. Possibly the 

word "experience" expresses a need for guidance, felt by the 

students in the matter of drinking, 

doom interesting differences in the attitude of the 

boys and of the girls may be seen by studying Tables XIV and 

XY. The average frequency on the statements showing approval 

was for boys and girls respectively lr6.3 and 79.75 and for 

statements showing disapproval 9*».13 «"* 6k.37. However, 

despite higher score on both, the boys rejected fifty-nine 

per cent of the statements expressing disapproval of the use 

of alcoholic beverages and accepted fifty-seven per cent of 

the statements expressing approval of their use. To some 

slight degree the boys' higher scores may be attributed to the 

boys* inclination to rebel against esubliahcd norms of conduct. 
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Six statements show a difference of five or more 

places in rank of frequency for boys and girls. No. 7, 

"There is no harm in taking a small quantity of alcohol at a 

party to overcome ahyness", ranks fourth with girls and tenth 

with boys. No. 16, "The use of alcoholic beverages for 

relaxation la all right" ranks eleventh With Uu girls and 

aixteenth with the boys. So. 26, t:Drinks should be served at 

parties, because they help people to get along better", ranks 

thirteenth with the girls and eighth with the boys. The score 

value on the Thurstone scale of boui No, 7 and No. 16 is 6.6, 

while that of No. 26 la 7>5* That more moderate statements 

rank higher with the girls is consistent with the attitude 

test results. 

Of the disapproving items, No. 12, 'Something should 

be done to prevent Uie use of hard liquors", ranked fifteenth 

with the girls and ninth with the boys, and No. 13, 'Alcohol 

ought to be regarded as a poison", ranked seventeenth with 

the girls and ninth with the boys. The greater number of boys 

checking this Item may point to a more Independent spirit in 

boys. No. 16, "Liquor should not be served at parties, 

because some try to make others drink", ranked sv-venth with 

the girls and twelfth with the boys. The scores on the 

Thurstone scale for NOs. 12, 13, and li are 2,U, 1,1, and 

3.2 respectively. Again the more extreme items, 12 and 13, 

axe favoured by the boya, the more moderate item, No. 16, 
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by the girls* In the Tharstone scale, 1 - 9 * the low numbers 

indicate strong disapproval and the higher numbers strong 

approval of the use of alcoholic beverages* 

The findings may be summarised as follows» the curve 

of distribution, found in the previous chapter not to differ 

significantly from the normal curve, was subjected to further 

tests* The positive skew of 1*7*** while not significant, 

shows that the number of students that approve i s greater 

than the number that disapprove of the use of alcoholic bever­

ages* The fact that the curve i s lepto-kurtic supports the 

hypothesis, that the attitude of tne students would be 

moderate* That there would be some strong opposition to 

drinking on the part of some students might have been deduced 

from the historical background of the subject* 

when the students were divided according to score 

level on the attitude teat, the greatest number of those that 

drink was in the high score group, and the fewest in the low 

score group* A chl-square of Mt.06 showed that there was a 

significant relation between score level on the attitude test 

sad drinking or abstaining* This correlation supports tha 

validity of the attitude test. 

Sea was found to be a most significant factor in 

attitude and in the number who drink* A critical ratio 

significant at the .001 level of confidence was found between 

the boys' and girl*1 means on the attitude test. The number 
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of boys that drink was significantly greater than the number 

of girls* The difference was found to be significant at 

the high and medium score levels but not at the low score 

level* 

Because of this sex difference the significance of 

most of the other factors was tested separately for boys and 

for g i r l s . Of those that drink a significantly greater number 

of boys than of g ir ls drink hard liquor* Tha chi-squarea 

comparing student and parental approval and disapproval of 

drinking were significant for both boys and gir ls but the 

chi-square of the girls was higher than that of the boys* 

This similarity in attitude of students and parents Is the 

more striking, since only those that drink were considered, 

A considerable number of students admitted tiiat they dis­

approved of tixeir own drinking, in tha argument as to who 

has the greatest influence with the students in regard to 

drinking, the parents seem to have the greater influence on 

the attitude of their children, but in practice the peer 

group may have the stronger influence. In the choice of test 

item there was a tendency on the part of the girls to favour 

the more moderate statements* 

Greater differences in attitude in different sections 

of the province might have been evident, If the divisions 

could have been more narrowly defined. As i t was the mean 

of the attitude teat of one school division was significantly 
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higher than the mean of the combined school divisions, and 

no relation between attitude score and "wet", "mixed" or 

"dry" areas could be observed. 

Lack of sufficient information to classify occupations 

according to social level may be tha reason that the means 

on the attitude test did net, show & significant difference* 

The rather strong opposition to drinking on the part 

of a considerable number of students, the disapproval on the 

part of some students of their own drinking, and the decided 

difference of boys and girls in attitude and in practice may 

be a reflection of a rather general disapproval of drinking, 

apparent in the form of liquor control in force in .ianltoba 

until 1955. 



CHAPTER IV 

SOME COMPARISONS 

Because of differences in methods &n& sw>p«, the results 

of this study are not strictly comparable to those of other 

studies of the attitudes of high school students towards bev­

erage alcohol) however, certain aspects of the study are 

sufficiently similar to certain other studies to warrant con­

sideration. That there are regional differences in the use of 

and In attitudes towards alcoholic beverages has been evidenced 

by a number of studies and by opinion polls. Liberality In 

use of and In attitude towards alcoholic beverages was found 

in descending order in the eastern, westen> midwestera and 

southern regions of the United States. Moreover, several 

studies showed that urban areas tended to be more liberal than 

rural areas in this respect. Because Manitoba is in tha 

Canadian midwest, the studies chosen for comparison with this 

study are those of Wisconsin and Kansas in midwestem United 

States, along with Holloway's studies in Manitoba. 

1. Canada. 

Holloway's study2 should be most comparable, since 

tha populations studied and tha period of test ing are v^iry 

1 George L. rtaddox, 'High School Student Drinking 
Behaviour, Incidental Information from Two National Surveys'*, 
QrJ.B,A.* Vol. 25, No. 2, June 196h, p. 205-**12* 

2 R. Bolloway, student Drinking. Alcohol Education 
service, Winnipeg, 196«*» p . 1-3. 
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similar) however, in scope and method there are differences. 

The Holloway study Investigated three areas: ( i ) the 

attitudes, ( i i ) the extent of experience, and (111) the 

knowledge of the students in reference to beverage alcohol. 

The present study i s concerned specifically witi* attitudes but 

considers drinking practices to the extent to which they throw 

l ight on attitudes. Holloway personally administered his 

questionnaire to 76*+c high school students in gradea nine, 

tan, eleven, and twelve* The present study was administered 

by the teachers to one thousand students in grades ten, 

eleven, and twelve* Forty-one per cent of the sample in the 

riolloway study i s from Metropolitan Winnipeg (exclusive of 

Winnipeg proper), the remainder from rural Manitoba) the sample 

of the present study was drawn from areas outside of Metropoli­

tan Winnipeg. Holloway's sample, stratified for religion, age, 

and sex, i s representative of the various sections of Manitoba, 

except of the far north. The questionnaire, of which seven of 

the forty-nine items deal specifically with attitude, was not 

submitted to item analysis. Although the significance of the 

results has not been determined, the a-«e of the sample and the 

care taken to make i t representative make the study a valuable 

source of information. 

In the Holloway study-* 2**.V per cent of the students 

iwvar drink) in the present study 35*7 per cent of the 

3 Holloway, ©jk.jgij., p. 66. 
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students amver drink, aince drinking has been found to be 

less common in rural than In urban areas, the small number 

of urban respondents in the present study may account for 

the greater percenUge of abstainers, similarly, the Holloway 

study shows a higher percentage of frequent drinkers, 5**t 

to 3*5 in the present study, 
k 

In the Holloway study more boys than girls drink 

once a week or more. In the present study mora boys than 

girls drink 'often . In both studies a larger percentage of 

girls than boys are non-drinkers, in the Holloway study 31 

pur cent of the girls and 20 per cent of the boys, and in the 

present study k$ per cent of the girls and 27 per cent of the 

boys. Apparent differences in drinklnj practices may to some 

extent be accounted for by the fact that the present study 

includes no grade nine students and few urban students. 

According to trends shown the 2k per cent of grade nine stu­

dents in the Holloway study would Increase tut percentage 

of abstainers, while the *+l ?**r cent urban students would 

decrease the number of abstainers. However, a number of 

other factors may have influenced the results. 

Holloway* found the closest correlation between 

drinking frequency and age level. At fourteen years over 39 

k Holloway, OP. clt.r p. Uo-4l. 

5Ifeii&«» P. *>2* 
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per cent of the respondents considered themselves as non-

drinkers ) by nineteen this percentage has dropped to 10 per 

cent. In the present study age was not determined. However, 

the two studies may be compared according to grade* In grade 

ten the percentages of abstainers In the Holloway and in the 

present study were respectively 31,7 and 37,6, in &rade 

eleven 27*7 and 37,5, and in grade twelve 25.7 end 30,h. The 

trend is the sa&e for both studies, fewer abstainers as 

grade level increases. 

Two questions on attitude are similar enough In the 

two studies to afford some measure of comparison. In the 

Holloway study some 2k per cent agreed with the statement 

that drinking is wrong, 62 per cent disagreed and Ik per 

cent were undecided, in the present study approximately 66 

per cent disagreed with the statement that it is wrong to 

accept a cocktail at a party. It is to be noted that the 

item of the Holloway study Is more general than that of the 

present study. In both studies more girls than boys consi­

dered drinking wrong. For the Item, "There is nothing wrong 

in drinking on certain occasions", in the Holloway study 

2k per cent of the girls and 21 per cent Of the boys, and 

in the present study 37 Pcr cent of the girls and 26.5 per 

cent of the boys disagreed, 

« — « — * « * " « * i * * » 

6 aaUoway, eju^ejL*., p. 9. 
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There ware notable i. i f iVranoes in a t t i t u d e according to 

area i n both Manitoba s t u d i e s . In some cases the e thnic and 

r e l i g i o u s d i f ferences were probably p a r t i a l l y respons ib le . In 

the Holloway study wide oifferance:* accordln ; to r e l i g i o n were 

noted, the j^ennonl t e s &n6 Bap t i s t s being; swst opoosed to dr ink­

ing; however, there were a lso dif ferences according to aree 

among s tudents of the saiie r e l i g i o n . The present study 6i6 not 

determine r e l i g i o n , but the dif ferences in a t t i t u d e according 

to ares can i n some ceaes be recognised *••& the ef fec t of the 

r e l i g i o u s convict ion of the majority of the population in the 

c r e a . 

2. Vai ted S t e l e s , 

The method m the WJ sconsin? and i n tr.e Kansas0 

s tud i e s i s tha t of group interviewing. Both s tud ies employed 

systematic sampling &nd confuted the s igni f icance of the 

d i f fe rences of the r e s u l t s . Racine County, Wisconsin, i s a 

l a rge metropol i tan a r e c , heavily i n d u s t r i a l i s e d . The Kansas 

study employed two samples, one from a metropoli tan area and 

the o ther from a non-metropolitan a rea , comprising twenty-

threc coun t ies . Since Metropolitan Winnipeg was excluded from 

the present s tudy, the differences between metropoli tan and 

7 John L. Miller and J . Richard Wahl, At t i tudes of 
High acnool dtudents Toward Alcoholic Bavoraaaa. Ed ison , 
$riiwiityolm8coaBin,19JtrF. 16-33. 

© Bureau of Sociology and Antropology, Universi ty of 
Kansas, ^ t i .udes of gluh School s tudents Toward Alcoholic 
^averages , ffew York, The 4rs. John S, Sheppard Foundation, 
I5J8, pr i-ii. 



SOm COMPARISONS 57 

non-metropolitan areas in Kansas may have implications for 

interpreting results in the present study. 

The 36 per cent abstainers in the Wisconsin study 

is dose to 35.7 per cent of the present study. In the 

Kansas study 50 per cent are abstainers, and of those that 

drink many drink only 3*2 per cent beer, which is permitted 

by law at age eighteen, while twenty-one is the legal age 

for other alcoholic beverages. 

In both the Wisconsin-* and the Kansas10 studies the 

percentage of male students drinking is significantly larger 

than that of the female students drinking. The same is true 

for the present study* In the Kansas study tha difference 

in the percentage of boys and girls drinking is greater for 

the non-metropolitan area than for the metropolitan area. 

Tha Wisconsin, the Kansas, and the present studies 

show that more students drink beer and wine than nard liquor. 

In Wisconsin for occasional drinking wine is used most fre­

quently. In Kansas and in Hanito be bear is used by most 

students, although in Manitoba girls show a preference for 

wine* 

Both the Wisconsin and Kansas studies show a higher 

percentage of drinkers according to age. The Kansas study 

9 Miller and Wahl, OP* clt.. p. 79-67. 

10 Bureau of Sociology and Anthropology, QP. clt.. 
p. 95-100. 
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shows that the percentage of drinkers increases with grade 

level, but for the non-metropolitan students the difference 

between grades was not significant. In the present study the 

percentage of drinkers increases by grade: however, the rela­

tionship is not slgnifleant. 

Although both the Wisconsin and the Kansas studies 

are entitled, Attitudes toward Alcoholic Beverages, questions 

dealing specifically with attitude t>re few. Of these two 

will be used for comparison of the findings of these studies 

with those of the present study. To the question, "Do you 

think drinking alcoholic beverages at a party makes people 

get along better", the percentage of students disagreeing was 

for Wisconsin 52, for metropolitan Kansas 61, for non-

metropolitan Kansas 75* and for Manitoba in the present study 

5*». To the statement, "There la nothing wrong in drinking on 

special occasions1', the percentage of students disagreeing 

was for Wisconsin 6, for metropolitan Kansas 29, for non-

metropolitan Kansas k2f and for Manitoba in the present study 

33. Different methods of scoring may In part account for t;*e 

differences) however, these results would seem to indicate 

that the students in Wisconsin have a more liberal attitude 

towards tha use of alcoholic beverages than have the students 

of Manitoba. On the other hand, the students of Manitoba 

seeaa to be more liberal than those of non-metropolitan Kansas, 
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It should be remembered that the sample of the present study 

i s drawn largely from rural areaa. 
11 It was noted in the supplement to the Nassau study 

that the frequency of student drinking appears to be related 

to parental permissiveness, although students frequently drink 

more than their parents know about. The Kansas study1-? 

points out the smallness of the per cent of students who tmr^t 

permission to drink away from home, 13 for metropolitan and 

9 for non-matropolitan, compared with 50 for Nassau County, 

New York* In Kansas 50 pw cent and in Nassau County 66 per 

cent of the students said tii&t they used alcoholic bevereges. 

Other factors are l ikely responsible for some of this differ­

ences) however, there would appear to be some relation be­

tween parental permlssiveneas, which implies a favourable 

attitude towards the use of alcoholic beverages, and student 

drinking* The Kansas study investigates several aspects of 

home environment in relation to student drinking, but i t does 

not differentiate between student drinking and student 

attitude, Holloway in hia supplemental studjr^ found that 

11 Hofstra Research Bureau, Hofstra C.liege, V&e of 
kfi.,B«f«m9», AafflMg iUlfr, ^tooLfltWfontvi A, SMPPJIO-

.. John £. Sheppard Foundation, 1951** P* <*-*•• 

12 Bureau of sociology and Anthropology, os. c i t . . 
p, 52-5**. 

13 R. Holloway, Hô e. ititlmncei an, frtudfflt, Prtflfcln*;, 
Winnipeg, Alcohol Education Service, 1965, p. 12, 
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where students perceive their parents to be against drinking 

56 per cent agree it is wrong to drink) where they perceive 

parents to be neutral 21 per cent agree) where they perceive 

their parents to have a positive attitude 11 pet* cent agree 

that it is wrong to drink* A comparison of Tables I and II 

of tliis study indicates primacy of perceived parental atti­

tudes over actual parental practices as influences on stu­

dents' attitudes toward drinking. In the present study a 

significant relationship was found between parental and 

student approval and disapproval of tha student's own drink­

ing. This was aore striking, since only those students that 

drink were considered. That parents influence their children's 

attitudes toward drinking more than they influence their 

children's practice in regard to drinking seems evident. 

Possibly the student's &ttiiu£e nay be acre sign!fleant in 

the future than his present practice. 

In this chapter tne findings of the present study 

were compared with several studies for which there appeared 

to be some basis fir comparison. The relationship between 

attitude and practice of drinking and various factors was 

found to be similar in the different studies. However, 

according to the present study the students of ,%nitoba seem 

to be less liberal in attitude than the students of 

Wisconsin but more liberal than those of non-metropolitan 

Kansas* Holloway's conclusion that student attitude is more 
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closely related to parental attitude than to parental prac­

tice in drinking distinguishes between attitude and practice 

on the part of the parenta. The present study found for 

students that drink a highly significant relationship between 

parental and student attitude. I t may therefore be concluded 

that parents influence their children's attitudes toward 

drinking more than thay Influence their children's practice 

in regard to drinking. 



SUMMARY. AND CONCLUSION;* 

The principal aim of this study was to obtain a know­

ledge and understanding of the attitudes of the high sehool 

students of Manitoba toward the use of alcoholic beverages* 

For this purpose a representative sample, a suitable measur­

ing Instrument, and a means of interpreting results were 

required* 

The pattern of "local option" areas and tha restric­

tive form of liquor control in force until 1956 suggested 

that a review of the history of Manitoba would be of benefit 

in obtaining a representative sample and in interpreting 

results. 

The sample was constructed by a combination of 

stratification and random sampling* By a random choice of 

school divisions from "wet*4, ^dry'S and "mixed* areas ev%ry 

part of the province, except Metropolitan Winnipeg, was 

represented. The factors of stratification were father's 

occupation, sex, and grade. 

The Scale-Discrimination technique of attitude test­

ing was employed in constructing the questionnaire* The 

standards of the authors of this method were met for the 

agreement of the judges in forming the scale, in the dis­

criminating power of the items, and in the reliability of 

the test* 
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The hypotheses that the attitudes of the high school 

students of Manitoba would range along a single continuum 

between strong approval and strong disapproval* and that the 

scores of the individuals would form a normal curve of dis­

tribution were fulfilled* 

The curve of distribution, while not differing signi­

ficantly from the normal curve, is leptokurtic with a slight 

positive skew* Such a curve indicates a trend of moderation* 

that is few students have extreme views either in favouring 

or disfavouring the use of alcoholic beverages, but that 

the number who favour is slightly less than the number who 

disfavour their use* 

The critical ratio and the chl-square technique were 

used to test the significance of results* The use of alcoholic 

beverages was found to be significantly related to score level 

on the attitude test* The attitude of the boys was signifi­

cantly more favourable toward the use of alcoholic beverages 

than was that of the girls* At the high and medium score 

levels a eignifieantly greater number of boys than girls 

drink* There was considerable difference In attitude between 

the various school divisions) however, the difference with 

the total sample was significant Jbr only one division* 

Other factors, father's occupation, grade, and slse of school 

appeared to be related to attitude but not significantly so* 
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Despite differences In scope and method with related 

studies| some comparison was attempted* In ijenerai differ-

ences in tendencies were in degree rather than in direction* 

Differences between the two Manitoba studies to some extent 

may bo accounted for by the exclusion of metropolitan Winnipeg 

from the sample of the present study* In attitude toward 

the ume of alooholic beverages the students of Manitoba 

appear to be less liberal than tha students of Wisconsin but 

•ore liberal than those of Kansas* particularly nan-

metropolitan Kansas* Tha rather conservative attitude and 

the wide difference in attitude of boys and girls are not 

surprising in view of tha historical background of the topic 

*Wm9m% •^memeMb mw^sjemm o 

The items were ranked in order of frequency of choice* 

Approval of drinking em certain occasions* a dislike of 

aaaecietlag drinking and morality, and & desire for experi­

ence in drinking in the home were the most popular opinions* 

Girls showed a preference for more moderate opinions, boys 

an inclination to rebel against restrictions* 

In the realm of theory a number of studies have 

investigated the influence of parental attitude snd practice 

on student drinking. In this study an attempt was made to 

examine the relationship between parental attitude and 

student attitude toward drinking. Students who said that 

they drank were asked whether by drinking they acted contrary 
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to what thay think is right* A 2 x 2 mi-square showed a 

highly significant relationship between parental and student 

attitudes* However, the number who drink contrary to their 

conscience suggests that their present practice of drinking 

is a result of the adolescent's desire to conform to the 

standards of the peer group. Possibly personal attitude 

will be the more enduring Influence s>» the/ become more 

mature. One implication of this relationship between student 

and parental attitude is thct in order to be effective alcohol 

education should ret-eh the parents as well as tha students. 

There are many questions concerning students' atti­

tudes toward the use of alcoholic beverages not answered In 

this study* Because of the absence of respondents from 

Metropolitan Winnipeg the conclusions drawn do not neces­

sarily apply to tee whole of Manitoba, much less to other 

areas. Possibly tha attitude test developed here may be of 

use for further study* Among suggestions for further study 

arising from the present study would bes the influence of 

friends, both adolescent &n& adult, ou student attitudes 

toward the use of alcoholic beverages) changes In attitude 

of individuals after a specific alcohol education program, 

or In successive years* 
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ATTITUDE TSST 



A researcii work is being carried on in the field of alcohol education* You 
are asked to help by checking one of the r**pQRM&a for each Item on tne attitude 
scale. Bo mojj, wr±te your name* All replies will be treated confidentially and 
used only for the purpose of research* When you have finished, seal the ends of 
your booklet together. 

A man who drinks even In moderation is 
not fit to be a tether. i 
Strongly agree( ) Agree( ) *ildly agrot( ) Mildly dlsagree< ) DlsagraeC )l strongly dlsagree< ) 

It is wrong to accept a cocktail at 
a party* • 
Strongly agree( ) Agree( ) : lldly agre#{ ) Mildly disagree( )| D!sagrea{ ) strongly disa£ree( ) 

The larger the number of drinkers the 
weaker the nation* j 
Strongly agree( ) Agree( ) 5ildly agree( )| -tiidly disagree ) i,isagre«?( ) Strongly disagreeC ) |§ 

g 
A man who drinks even moderately would g 
not make & worthy huahaod., I * 
.trongly agree( ) AgreeC )I Mildly asree( ) Mildly disagreeC ) Disagree! )l strongly disa£ree( ) ••* 

Social drinking in moderation is a 
good ®#&ns of relaxation* . 
Strongly agree( ) Agree( )| Mlmly mgrce( ) Mildly disagreeC ) Disagr@e( ) ̂ tromgly disagre*( ) 

A woman who drinks even moderately 
would not make a worthy wife. t 
strongly agre#( ) Agree{ ) ,•lldly agree< ) Mildly disagree )l D*segree( ) Strongly disagree( ) 

There is no harm in taking a small quantity 
of alcohol at a party to overcome shyness, j 
strongly agree( ) Agree{ ) Mildly agreeC ) Mildly cUsagreeC )l Liaagr#e( ) Strongly dis&greeC ) 

The great hers caused by alcoholic beverages 
la sufficient reason for abstaining. 
Strongly agreeC ) Agre«( )| lldly agr«e( ) Mildly disagree( ) Piss£rt<«( ) Strongly dlsa&reeC ) 



Boor and win arm good because they 
give pleasure to many who work hard* 
strongly agree( ) AgreeC ) MUdly agreeC ) Ktldly Disagree 

For a girl to drink la foolish. | 
Strongly agrea( ) Agree< ) Mildly agreeC )( midly disagree 

The use of alcoholic beverages for 
jollification Is acceptable* 
Strongly agreeC } AgreeC ) Mildly agreeC ) Mildly disagree 
Something should be done to prevent 
tho use of hard liquors, t -* 
Strongly agreei ) AgreeC )| Mildly agree( ) midly disagree 

Alcohol ought to be regarded as a 
pel sea. 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) Mildly agreeC ) Mildly disagree 
Bigh school students should be given 
experience 1m the use of aleoaolie ' 
beveragee at homo* ' j 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) Mildly agreeC )| Mildly disagree 

Drinking la the worst thing a person 
can do* * 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) Mildly agreeC ) Mildly disagree 

i 
The use of aleoaolie beverages for 
relaxation is all right* 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) Mildly agreeC )) Mildly disagree 

The moderate use of aleoaolie beverages con­
tributes to the art of successful living. 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) Mildly agreeC ) Mildly 

)| DisagreeC ) Strongly disagreeC ) 

) DisagreeC ) Strongly disagreeC ) 

i DisagreeC ) Strongly disagreeC ) 

) DisagreeC ) Strongly disagreeC ) 

DisagreeC ) Strongly disagreeC ) 

) DisagreeC ) strongly disagreeC ) 

)| DisagreeC ) Strongly disagreeC ) 

) DisagreeC ) Strongly disagreeC ) 

) DisagreeC ) strongly disagreeC ) 



Liquor should mot be served at parties 
because some try to make others drink* 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) mildly agreeC 

Sigh school students should be 
allowed to drink at home* 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) Mildly agreeC 

It Is bettor for young people to 
abstain from alcohol* 
strongly agree( )| AgreeC ) Mildly agree{ 

A person who drinks even moderately 
is not fit to hold puhiiv office* 
Strongly agreeC > AgreeC ) Mildly agreeC 

Am alcoholic sewerage is an evil 
thing* 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) mildly agreeC 
The use of alcoholic beverages should 
be discouraged by ~*imry means possible* 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) Mildly agreeC 

alcohol is a curse to mankind. 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) Mildly agreeC 

There is nothing wrong with drinking 
en certain occasions. , 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) I Mildly agreeC 
Drinks should be »«trwe& at parties beeau 
they help people to get along better. 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) Mildly agreeC 

)l Mildly disagreeC ) DisagreeC 

) Mildly disagreeC )IDisagreeC 

) Mildly disagreeC ) DisagreeC 

) Mildly disagreeC ) I Disagree* 

) Mildly disagreeC ) DisagreeC 

) Mildly disagreeC )| DisagreeC 

) Mildly disagreeC )! DisagreeC 

) Mildly disagreeC ) DisagreeC 

e 

) Mildly disagree* ) I DisagreeC 

) Strongly disagree 

) Strongly disagree 

) Strongly disagree 

) Strongly disagreeC ) 

a 
)f Strongly disagreeC ) ff 

x 

) Strongly disagreeC ) 

) Strongly disagree 

) Strongly disagree 

) Strongly disagree 



High school students should be 
allowed to drink away from home on 
certain occasions. I 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) midly agre«( ) Mildly disagreeC )I DisagreeC ) Strongly disagreeC ) 

Alcohol is a good thing because it 
releases tension* i 
Strongly agreeC ) AgreeC ) Mildly agreeC ) Mildly disagreeC )IDisagreeC ) Strongly disagreeC ) 



ciome add i t i ona l Information i s necessary for choosing a r ep resen ta t ive cample 
of .Manitoba high school s t uden t s . Please cooperate by answering the following ques t ions . 

In what grade are you? _ _ _ _ _ 

Are you a boy _ _ a g i r l 

Do you l i v e i n r u r a l Manitoba? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ On a farm? Hot on a farm?. 

Do >ou l i v e i n urban -Manitoba-: Population 100,000 a r mora. I t ,000 or more_ 
1»CG0 or more 

I s your fa ther llvim:'; 'what i s h i s occupation? 

I f your fa t i t e r ' s occupation i s farming, what i s h i s posi t ion? I s he the owner'/ 
employer wage owner worker on family farm > 

I f your fa ther i s in business wnat i s h i s pos i t ion therein? I s he the owner? , j j 
eiasloyer wage owner worker in family business 9 

X 
foes your mother hold a fu l l - t ime job outs ide the hosa^; ,_, 

teouid you c lass i fy your scho las t i c record as high medium low ? 

What career do you intend to follow'. 

Do you speak a language In addi t ion to u:«-;i is^ Which'? 

Do you hold any of f ice in your school? 

Do you take an ac t ive par t i n sports'* 

*v3 



lorn have cooperated and the writer is grateful to youj however, in view of 
the fact that you are not asked to identify yourself in any way, perhaps you would 
not mind answering a few more questions? 

Do you drink alcoholic beverages, often _____• occasionally aAvmr * 

Do yom drink beer wine hard liouor ? 

By so doing do you go against what you think is right? -

By so doing do you go against what your parents think is right? • 
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SCORE LOTL 
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Scores CSc) and -.core Levels Cm.) for individuals (Ind) by 
School Grades (Gr) and Sex 
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Scores CSc) and Score Levels (3L) for Individuals CInd) by 
School Grades (Gr) and Sex. 
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Scores (so) and Score Levels CSL) for Individuals Cind) by 
School Grade (Gr) end 3«x* 
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ocores (SQ) and bcore Levels CdL) for Individuals (Ind) by 
school Grade (Or) and i.cx. 
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APPENDIX 3 

ABSTRACT OF 

i t t t t W o t of fliffr school gtudenu hn fonjtoba, 
l9WaTd thfi ffse of, A^coho^c lfaVmSP 

This study of the relationship of a t t i tude to certain 

personal and social factors was made in an at teapt to under­

stand student thinking in regard to the use of alcoholic 

beverages. 

The development of liquor control leg is la t ion was 

traced in I t s h i s to r ica l context. 

Hlne school divisions fro» various parts of the pro­

vince ware chosen with regard to "wet'" and 'dry areas, 

according to "local option'', and for principal occupation* 

Where possible one large and one s m l l school were chosen from 

each of thesfc divis ions. With the cooperation of the pr inci­

pals of these schools, one thousand questionnaires were 

answered anonymously and returned. From these by s t r a t i f i ca ­

tion for fa ther 'a occupation and grade & sasiple of two hundred 

boys and two hundred g i r l s was obtained. 

Tha questionnaire consisted of an a t t i tude t e s t , 

constructed by the locale-Discrial net ion technique, and of a 

request for s o * additional information. 

1 Sis ter Edith Patr ic ia McKlttrick, doctoral thesis 

§resented to the Faculty of Psychology and reduce t lon of the 
nivars i ty of Ottawa, Ontario, **y 1966, xii-8@ p. 
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The distribution of scores of the sample of four 

hundred did not diifer significantly from that of the normal 

curve) however, the number of scores in the middle range was 

above average and the number below was greater than the 

number above the mean* 'Ihe critical ratio and the chi-square 

technique were used to test the significance of results* It 

was found that tho score level on tha attituda test was 

significantly related to the use of alcoholic beverages, and 

at the high and medium levels significantly more boys than 

girls drink* Horeover, the attitude of boys was significantly 

more favourable toward the use of alcoholic beverages than was 

that of the girls. There was considerable difference in 

attitude between the various school divisional however, the 

difference with the total sample was significant for only 

one division* A highly significant relationship was found LO 

exist between student and parental approval and disapproval 

of a student's drinking. 

Approval of drinking on certain occasions, a dislike 

for associating drinking and morality, and a desire for 

experience in drinking in the home were the most popular 

opinions. 

On similar items comparison was made with studies in 

%nltoba and in the United states. Differences in tendencies 

were in degree rather than in direction. In the Hani to be 

studies a lower percentage of drinkers and a less favourable 
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attitude toward drinking was remarked for the students of the 

non*metropolltan area. This trend was more evident in the 

Kansas study* In attitude toward the use of alcoholic bever­

ages the students of Manitoba appear to be lesa liberal than 

those of Wisconsin but more so than those of Kansas. 

The conservative attitude of the majority of the 

students and the divergence of attitude of boys and girls 

appear to be a reflection of traditional attitudes in Manitoba. 

Coupled with the relationship between student and parental 

attitude, this is an argument for the inclusion of parents 

in alcohol education programs* 

Possibly the attitude test developed here may be of 

use for further study, among suggestions for which would bei 

the influence of friends, both adolescent and adult, on 

student attitudes toward the use of alcoholic beverages, 

changes in attitude of individuals after a specific alcohol 

education program, or in successive years* 


