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Pioneer Discoveversof Canada.

One of the most outstanding periods of the world's history
was the fifteenth century. Not that the ancient times, or the succeeding
years of the Christian era, were lacking in epochal brilliance, but
rather that, during this particular century - "a century favourable to
men of genius in every walk of life" - human intelligencé was awakened
to its fullness by the magnitude of invention and discovery by which this
age is characterized. The science of navigation had long since advanced
from the paddle to the seil, whiéh enabled the busy marts of the 0ld

World to engage offener in a more extensive trade, and the peoples of

Gf&m:different countries to become better known, one with the other.

Indeed, it was this advance in the scientific knowledge of navigation

which made possible the exploits of daring attributed to the Phoenician
sailors. For, history relates thut about six hundred years before
Christ blessed this earth with His Presence, the Phoenician sailors
"doubled the Cape of Good Hope" and returned by the Straits of Gibraltar.
| But for centuries after this daring exploit, it was
customary to transport the wealth of the East to the large business
centres of the Vest by slow moving caravans., Gradually, the people of
the West became familiar with the products of the East, and their in-
creased knowledge of the riches of this distant land awakened in their
souls a desire - probably avaricious - to travel to that land wheré
the rich spices grew, and return home with some of its untold riches

f@!nd fabulous wealth. However, by the time the people were aroused by
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6ithe spirit of adventﬁre and éuriosity to seek this new land, the pioneer
Afrains of infercourse were being greatly hindered in their journeys
by the mehécing attitude of the Asiatic sects, particularly the Turks.
The antzgonism and bitt-r feeling between the East and the Yest, which
had existed from the earliest ages, had never been allowed to mellow

during the succeeding years. The epic struggles of the Greeks wund the

Persians were renewed by the Turks and the Crusaders. In conseguence
of this, Constantinople feill, in 1453, into the hands of the Asiatic
oppressor. Thus was the chief artery of communication between the East
and the Vest closed. The Turkish sword continued to penetrate more
deeply into the European contingnt with the result that the West realized .
the immediate need of zaother passageway to the Orient, And fortunately,

at this time, the thoughts of the Western world were being directed in

R

f 4 'he right channel.

' The merchants of Europe realized the imperativeness of
g new lane of commerce. Yet why did they hesitate, and even refuse,
to sponsor and foster and aid the efforts of those who volﬁntarily
offered to undertake such a journey over uncharted seas? The only
apparent reason is this - not all believed in the sphericity of the
earth. Probably, their ready acceptance of such a theory seemed
impogsiﬁle in the light pf the limited knowledge which they possessed,
of world geography, and of the science of navigation, in particular.
Yet, from earliestv %imes, men of imagination had expressed an absoluté
belief in such a theory. Aristotle and Plato not only taught that the
world is round but demonstrated the truth of their conviction from the

earth’s shadow at lunar eclipses. The furtherance of this theory

‘T ~
LLV~ependqd more upon the Greeks than the Romans, for the former were
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possessed of a more imaginative spirit than the latter. Happily, a few

 ‘ learned geographers of Rome, particularly Pliny and Ptolemy, received
this theory from the scholars of Greece. And finally, Virgil and Cicero,
as well as the other illustrious Roman writers, adopting the viewpoint
of their own kinsmen and accepting it prima facie, communicated it to
posterity through their writihgs. o doubt, this is the avenue through
which Columbus received his knowledge concerning this age-o0ld theory.

But can it be said that the necessity of a new passageway
to the East and the knowledge of the earth's sphericity were the only
motives which stimulated Columbus to make his memorable voyage in 14927
Or is it possible that rumor had whispered to him that already a new
land had been touched by the Norsemen? Perhaps, Columbus had talked
with one of those adventurous sailors who had visited Iceland and who
fﬁrhad returned to Europe with his cargo of fish - a profitable enterprize
%'for men of ‘daring. These suggestions may be but idle dreanms, but if,
in the slightest degree, they are true, Columbus most likely considered
the new land a portion of the Asiatie continent which all Turope so
eagerly desired to reach by sea. But, cun it be said thzat the voyages
of Columbus were the first made to the New VWorld, or were there other
brave méfiners who saw the Western Hemisphere years before?

Many traditions have been handed down to us concerning
the early discovery of Canada. But, of all these, one alone stands out,
and alone, is verified by documentary evidence of a very convineing
nature. The truth of the fact that the Norgemen, as early as 1000 A.D.,
and probabiy before, had skirted the shores of Labrador, Newfoundiand,
Nova 3Scotia, and the New Zngland States, is placed beyond the realm

;;fof doubt by the scholarly thesis of Professor Rafn, entitled
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“AAﬁxOlltates Americanae." in his work, Trofessor B af ' tes the,ear1y‘
\nistory of Horway ~ & couunlry \th , up to the ninﬁh Qeﬁtury, nad been
the battlefield of internul feetious clans or smell kingloms. Accepting
the Holy Romen Bmpire as a medel form of government, Harold Fairhe -r

caceeaded in centra 11511 : the goveriseut of his couwulry in the best

interestsz of his people, but not before hes had coﬂquered all those rival
grovps which occupied the country and the sarrounding Islands. So long
h8d these leaders been sccustomed to dominate others, tnau g subordisate

cosition beczme repugnant tic them. Then begawn the wigration of these

nd their sdhersnts to other lands: and oue of these groups, in 874,

jarls &
made its way to Iceland wihere a sebttlemzent grew up - a republic in Lact -
naving ‘e population within a brief time, of Lifty thousend souls. They

soon prospered, for they ti1llsd 4

-

he scoil end cerried on an.aclive trade

h]

_iratu Horthern Eurole and even defended their new home against every
invader. LS thess pecples were cducated, litersture sprang up in the form
28 - stories passed by work of mouth from ¢ eﬁcratlon to éeuer“*Lon

z2d eleborated vwith each narration until vriting preserved for us these
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m

reditionary accounts of early sachievements.

Chief among these Sagas is "Thé Sagz of Brix the Red;? ~Tﬂe 
parchment upon‘whichithis story is written, was found "in a monastery‘on   
the island of Fiatey, in Iceland." Hereiuare rccorded the expeditions
of discovery to the vest.énd the souti of Iceland, end the zccuracy of
the accounts may be’ judged frow the degree of certainty wlt“ ﬁhich‘we are'H
able to ﬁdevtlxv Brik the Red's Vinlauﬁ witn New Zngland and‘Hellaland ‘
with nev*oundlani. Tiis saga recounta the story of Bjarni Eerjalﬁsoﬁ,‘
v, eboutb 986'A.D.,"in seeking Greenland;’which nad been aiscovereq in '

76, was tosted about on the cea by sdverse winde end prevented from.
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recioniag ni° p031t10u by densb fogs, fcr three aa's.f When'the elements‘”

(ﬁecamo normﬂl a day s sallmug brougnt thew to a land covered with wood,

)

and with no mountalug visible. fhey seiled from this lar 1, anq within
twoe deys saw another flat-lyingland covered, as was the first,,w1tn trees.
Djarni knew these countries were not CGreeulznd, for he had been informed

tnat the latter wo culd be easily r *ncouv ized- by 1ts lce n;lls. Yet he did

3

‘Nis

n

cet touch tne coast 01 th

1 1

1iese wooded areas, contrary aokthe'nlsnesfo

b

zailors. How unfoftunate ne dia not, for we wodld\ndw be4reasonébly
certein that the Yew World had been discoversd by the Norsemern earlier
than 1000 4.D. Yot does not this account seem to indicate that these
Norsemen were the actual disCoverers ¢l Caneda? Let us recall our
Qistory for'a'moment. When Llord ialL;;x,'in‘1749, fTinancially supporﬁed3 
the first sincere attempt on. the part of the Englishwto colonize Kova‘kf
{?cotia - & land they had azcquired by the Treaty of Ubtrecht, in 1717 -
does not history re Latekthat Iord Cornwallis, ‘the couwna n&cr of the
expedition, sailed alohg the coast of Nove Scotia in sezrch of & suitablei

-

place to settle his colony, and that later,he remerked. in his report,

tnot slong tne coast line the trees grew to the water's edge? In the
Light of ta1s fact does it not ‘seenm reasoneble to admit'that‘Bjarni [ ”
mey nave hctually V1cwed Hova SLOLlB and perhaps, the southern porﬁidﬁ;
of the ct of Labrador? o

If, nowevex, thls were the only- GV1dence eytart to subSuantlate
the claim of the Horse discovery of Capnada, doubt might still exist, "
and endless discussion might ensue,regarding the land actually sighted.
Put the sagaVCOntinues; sPe”“lng £01tq the discoveries of Leif, ~the Luc cky,
scit of Erik,‘the Med. About the year 1CO0 A.D. lLeif decided to v1sla V

I nose lan 1ds vhlch BJaer ierdulfcon nad reported seeing. Success
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ettendad 413 endaavoar., Te aﬁd nis sailors visited‘the firSﬁ'land'whivh
cawme into view, but ound it to be rogky and unsaltabTe Tor &grl alture.

To it wee given the neme, Helluland. Setting.:orth once more, tney CLine

W
i

o & flat stretech of wooded country. This they called larkland, the

o

strict kxnown to-day as Novae Scotia. Then they zailed southward. Alle:

£
o

_th‘daysAon the open sea, they drew up their boats on the c0“°t of =
~fert 1le LountrJ where tue grass rewmalipned gr 1 during mos 5 of tne Jear.
Here, tne delayed for scne tlme, exploring the surrounding territery.

leif nawmed this much favoured countr)

" So ebundant vere the grapes that
Vinland. The next gpring found ILeif in Green and.,  The nsrration of i
experiences so aroused the curiocsity of his countrymer y that to his effust

may.be attrivuted the wany successive visits of his kinsmen to this uen
vorld, especially Vinland.
q But, in those days, there were no fest ships, ne wireless,

-

znd no radio so that little of this valueble imowledge ever reached

Turope. True, occasionally the possibilities of large profits frow a

Tuidicis

cérgo of fish (or probably furs, the result of barbering with the
kwhom they mwet on these uew found uoguts) brought sowe of these sallors
Europe, ¥nile on such & jodrney, they, 1 1 the narration of»ﬁheir
experiences, may‘aave alluded to the &iéuoveiy of a new land. Yet
Burope remsined indifférenﬁ,'ana‘logically 30, for et that time, worl
conditions were uot g0 favourable as t;’permit eitl
of or the colonization of such a distant land. |

.eananlé, the brutsl and uncultured Turi ned gfadually TGl
possession of CJonstantinople, the gatevay of international coumerce.

o

0f an avaricious nature, their buginecs methods soon forced Ltne Wester:

9 lercheuts to pay less frequent visits to Asia. The Qli*' culty of
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-g{maluta;ulub an unvol ted trade route ureatod within th breastsyof the
mexn of‘tho e tleS a desire to dlSGOVGT & passageway by ea. But & sew

toute to Latpaj or vlpang reynired s more cohpfeheusive kncwledge of

o]

}rGOcrwbh‘ tnaa tae.peoples of Burope poessessed at the moment. It i
Hﬁpt surpixulng, therefore,to leern that wen begen to study agein, the
 €hé§rieéfof the encients. The theory of the earth's sph lericity was once
‘mbre‘péraaea before thé‘view}of the inféllectaal folk. Fortunatelg, thawn
were some Who coulﬁ comprehend it, @nd believe it. Yet exploration

over unknown ceas could not hava béen carriéd out, had not Roger Bacon,

mel ag use of the QT7HCL le of magnetic polarity - already Zumown to the

7]

-

Wast invented the cowpass, which, th the astrolabe, permitted man tc

-

the lerge oceans with v

<
£

sail over tmost confidence i his 2bility te _uife

nimselif safely wherever ne wished 1o go.
'; Dotives are the maln spring of ection. Geographical knovwls o
is of little use, if we are unot driven by strong influences to make it
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serve our every decire. Columbus had carefully and scsidu
the uonclu31nns of his 1reaece sors as regerds tne pos ibility of
reacnlqg this country of fabled wealth. PerSonall*, 1é’cousidered it
‘practlcal;~reouffs'from all cides,fziled to alter his pinion or deter
 him°ffoa'his o 1;ose. Equally arresting in their iu:fluvence, were the

Y
¥

<.
[543

'Writ s of K&rco Polo a Venetian who, at an early age went w

C)

},h

’\.e
118

powos

ather to the court of the CGreat inan ¢f Asia, where he lived for mouiy
years as the King's beloved cowmpanion. %hen Yarco returned to Venice,
he described in glowing reality, the unlimited end incounceivable weslih

Bast. Bach yeaur that passed served but te create an increasing

!

of the

LJ

}...l

decire in Coluwbus' sou

\
seemed to strengthen hisg determinction to zitain hnis goal. Columbus

to realize nris awbition. Humiliating rebulls




| maﬂntalaed a her01c perseversnue amld every trlal. ;F'>°1ly;5uhe Klﬂb
gaud;tne ueen 0‘P Spa1L vere won over; avd Columbus soon accompllsn
'nis‘get ta . He d1°covarea new'land. 'uurapeflmmedlately.toox on
~new 1ife. 2ising before thelr vision was the possibility of a greater
fand more‘grofitable comnerce. Enterprize was stimvlated; and timid
sou;s‘haqﬁily cast~asidevtheir crave foars.
| Colambus' g1orious~achievemenf”800n bedame thne toplc of

&arobe converﬂaulon.' The ruling govereigns of each coautry ana tie
,adventurous mariners of each t0wm; vers baoyed up with the expectancy
‘of'faﬁe and kegitn. The'former.were [ow more willing’to listen to the
eﬁtreatieS'of~the latter. In England, John Cabot, = Genoese, petitioned
King Fenry V11, to grant him the privilege to dapli;até,ﬁolambus'
%voyage in the interests of the.nlgilsn people. The Xing was pleased
Ito give his assent to thls request, but, had he liefened to Cabot‘s
plea made one year before Columbus touched the Indies, in all pTCbablLlud,
Bnglend would be credited to-day with the discovér1 of AaerlcQ.

| - John Cabot, mester ﬁariner, set out 1n the spring of 1497,
ffrom?the port of Bristol on vhat was destined to be his VO'aFQ of
aiscgvery. ‘Ea531ng Irelend, he sziled directly westward, and in the
latter part of June reached land. Cabpt, believing he had discovered
the far-éway cathay, the rich country of the Great Xhan,, sailed along
'theiooast'line 0of the New World, going us far North as the éesolate
shores of labrador and southwerd to the rresent State of Maine, in hope,
| no déubt, of discovering gold, seeing new peoyles, and ObSe“Vlné the
'geﬁeral charaofaristics 01 the land vhich it wes his good fortune to
reach. Colambus, oir his voyege WeStward, not only sew and veas sble to

hiescribe fully the people who iphabited the West Indies, but he, ev




;took five or‘six~ofythese,peop;e>to Spainjon his return.

[Cabot~was less

,ffortunate,~for hé saw no netive inhabitant in his surveying of these

lands. He did observe snares set for trapping game and trees cut by =

‘8harp instrument, wnmistakable evidence that huwmen beings lived there.

Fe noted that-climatic conditions were most favoureble, and that the

801l of the southern portion of the continent was very productive. Tiis

comment on the gquantity of fish iufesting the sea waters along the Hova

Scotian coast ig interesting. e szid that if & basket, welighted with

& stone, were lowered into the water, it could be immedis

tely dravn

out, filled with fish. Iittle wonder ie it then, that the Basque
fishermen undertook such & hazardous voyage over dangerous ceas to
¥ their trade!

~

The question vhich has y

greatly interested *the historian is

'that land aig Cabot first touch. To-day, many claiwms are made;=espe:i37lgg
in Newfoundland and Cape Brebon, to this first visit., Tradition tells

us that, s Cabot's vessel éntered Zing's Cove, Dewfoundland, his

,sailors were so enraptured vith the view that they cried ocut, "Bomna
Yista."' Thus do these people of our sistgf dominion eaccoont For the
BOnavista‘Bay, and incidéntally, subgtantiate their claim fo firet
discovery by Cebot. Towever, as far as ﬁhe vagtie details of his VOyese
pernit a'conclasién, it ie COLSideréd rrobable that Cabot's actusl lznd-
Tall wes ort the coast of labredor, and that on his southern excorsion
along the coast, he crossed Belle Isle Straitbt and sighted H;wfoundlanﬁ’s

leastern coast.

.

In regzrd to succeed

ing voyages acrogs the Atlantic made
by Cabot, conjecturs wush supply vhat authoritatively is unknovn. ¥e
io Iunow that to John Cabot alone (his cons sre not mentioned in the
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ssecond letter: pstent of Hing KeﬁrJ Vll) wes permission'éivsx tO‘"ﬁiSCOVOr
certein islznds and firm lend" as Fedro de Ayala, irleﬂ1 of the ngl sh
NeMARKEL imhis 1etterTa KING

-t

Zing,lerdinand end Queecn Isabella of Spain. To this er

;..

nd, a fleet of
six shipe {ittsd oul by the ¥Tnglish souvereign, set sail from Dristol
sometime curiug the swrmer of 1498. This adventure in search of new land

aﬁa eped urolv, and particularly Buogland, to‘the possibilitiés ofkan
L

'e en&ed oommerc1 .1 trade, for Uabot ssiled far lNorth

Gree;fand, and ss far Soubh as the precent siate of Carolina. Hisfvcyage
familiarizes the 01d ! orid Wl*h the new Cuuﬂtrv' end when Cabet told thre

1

people on nis returu t

¥

nat tlese northarn see waters, near

b

O
P
g
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which he had skirted, were teeming with codfish, he provide

wiich lured the fishermen of Burope ascross the Atlan

ivery lucretlve business., B | o |
‘ . cr @ ’ Cabot VY , Ao
a Did Selastian, eccompany nis fether on thig veyagce? Accounts,

in this regsrd, zre conflicting., Sowe say that Sebastiazn accoupanied hic

hd . » h} . » . b} K
Horbh. ¢ pictured for his resdy listeners the vessele hindered in thei:
progress by shoals of fish, the fish-cating begres znd the vnccoth Indieai,
Put we rauu xzeep in mind thet, lile the clzime of Amerige Vespucci, the

¢loims of febastisn Cabot, nnless corroborated by witusscses, zre viewed

with douLt by reliztle nistorians, for the

castle buil@er when cccasion warranted it. As fthe result of thecse
voyeges, one faut stands oul: to the Cebot family, in general,must croldll

a
s PR SRR A | AR L o 4 . . e V8 o~ AT €< JOR R,
be given for the expleration of the long eastern cozst line of the Tutous

L A A3
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‘makiné thisjétatement;7i am not con radlcting Y celi‘  ~he Nornemen

iﬁnddabtedly;;saw‘and lived on’thisylahﬁ'before any other Europeans.

 But‘£heir discovery;u s~an?rodubt1ve because of its 1mm“ rityQ It
\.

meant little or n0un&ngvto tie 0ld Vorld., On the the: ;anﬂ,HC&hot's

. . - = gt $
CEuCeegs Ilred -Thae 1ns

natlion of Burope and zobed =g an incentive %o
‘*urtqer elfo ts of discovery, and even colonips

h&o hlsuory’wzven tiie honor snd the fame of this*wcndezf 1 ach;evewoﬂu.

-
—

It would appeér that cech nation of the'Clﬂ,World took it i
turn to discover and es rplore this Horth Americen Lon*inent'rifhout
beingﬁfully cognizant cf the results o Prev104~ voyages. 8o, in 1500,
ulhé xanoe* of Portugsl grented Gasper Corterezl letters ratent "to

discover iglande aud e counltinent™ to {the weetward; snd let it be

rewarked thet the 5rnzt1na ¢if this requect cost the ¥ing nothlug, for
Certeresal paid sll the penses iu cemnecvicon with this perilous
undertsking.  Partisl success creowned his first effort: he found lan?:

n )
1

‘ N o PR e 5 2 e PO e w 1. nyr e Yoty :
as fer as hisvoriens are able to determine, he anchored his sh

’._:.

B oeLlone
to the eastern coest of Newlfoundland. In thz following year, Cortrrcel

“ e

‘uede a sevend citeupt to discover the continent, and lost his 1i

Hewever the two ships which accompanied him on this voyage returned
gsafely tec Tortugal, aud Ivowm the scceount t cave of their {ravel cvoz
the sea, we azre certain thet they saw this continent, and thet they

’ ) g ) ’ o

meterial evideuce waes necessury to convines sun incredulous people, zid
av the same time, to suletautiste 2z claim of discovery, yet could nob

]
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’,ssome ¢f the flora end favms of the nevw- lapd have been breught howme
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