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Bots play an enormous role online. A report published
in January 2017 by Imperva showed how roughly
51.8% of all website traffic in the last year was
generated by automated agents (Zeifman, 2017). On
Twitter, political bots have been deployed by political
leaders in Venezuela, Turkey, Mexico, Russia, China,
and Saudi Arabia, as well as by Islamic State * Among the 145 articles
supporters (Dreier, 2015; Perrin, 2016). In the recent that had authors

U.S. presidential campaign, bots were used to rapidly

spread misinformation and intimidate dissidents on

both sides (Misener, 2016).

Despite the increasing awareness of political bots,

research on Canadian ones is scarce. The goal of this m Literature cited

project is to map out the state of bots in Canada, and

build on the research by Dr Elizabeth Dubois and her The goal of this phase of the research was to investigate Dreier, H. (2015, August 4). Venezuela ruling party leverages Twitter bots as

colleagues on the @gccaedits WikiEdit Twitter bot the state of bots in Canada. After analysing these 195

(Ford, Dubois, & Puschmann, 2016). news articles, it can be said that Canadian news sources
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because of the CRTC’s legislation on spam calls that had

In this phase. of the research project, qualitative been announced, as well as the US Presidential election.
content analysis was used to analyze the types of bots Bots. /nternational Journal of Communication, 100), 24.

mentioned in Canadian news articles. After an :
The next steps will be to have a second coder analyze the Misener, D. (2016, November 8). Political bots spread misinformation during

extenswi Iiterature r.el\/lew, (\]/lve de(;/.elope: 3 Slamph“,nﬁ articles to ensure intercoder reliability as well conducting
strategy for news articles and a coding schedule whic interviews with journalists, government officials and bot

was used to analyze each article. creators in Canada. 2017, from http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/political-bots-
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Using the database Factiva, articles from Canadian misinformation-1.3840300

news sources published from February 1st 2016 - Perrin, B. (2016, August 29). | tweeted about Harper. Then the Twitter bots
January 1st 2017 were collected using the following Ack
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the “News release anql rts/entertainment” sections Candide Uyanze and Dr Elizabeth Dubois would like to http://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/i-tweeted-about-harper-then
were excluded. 211 articles were collected, but 195 of
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schedule: author, date, publication venue, whether
bots are mentioned, whether the mentioned bots are
political, the type of bot, and additional notes, among
other variables.
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