


Lesson Plan for Module 2: Adaptive Performances Part I
Developed for/from OER for Improving Inclusivity and Accessibility in the Performing Arts:
Adaptive Performance Resources, Practices, and Learning Materials

The starting point for this module, as with the other modules in this OER, will be the discipline of music, but other artistic mediums and practitioners may easily participate and adapt the material to their discipline (e.g., dance, theatre, or mixed performing arts) with very few changes necessary. 
The focus of the materials in this module are on various forms of adaptive performances, which are currently in practice across performing arts disciplines – music, dance, and theatre – in North America. These performances aim to support a neurodiverse audience and the disability community by removing potential barriers to entry for accessing cultural experiences and providing an adaptive performance environment that caters to various needs.
Learning Objectives for Module 2:
1. Define adaptive performances and neurodivergent/disability communities;
2. Compare and contrast the elements of adaptive performances that increase accessibility and inclusivity when compared to traditional performances;
3. Update/re-imagine a traditional program to include adaptive elements;
To achieve LOs:
1. Short quizzes/polls with questions about what these events are and who the target community is
2. Blog post/written response or discussion forum where differences and similarities of adaptive/traditional performances can be debated/outlined
3. “Correct” a traditional program by outlining what could be changed or modified to make it more inclusive and accessible – this could be a video, podcast, written response or performance example
4. Submit a draft adaptive performance program/script/outline with titles of pieces, lengths, styles, mock script (point form), and some explanatory text to outline how they would present an adaptive performance or artistic event

Introduction: 
· Provide the lesson outline so they are aware of what they are going to learn about and what they are expected to know by the end of the lesson (written text or PowerPoint slides)
· Provide a brief video from an organization that presents adaptive performances so they see an inspiring clip and have an audio-visual example
· Discuss the importance of accessibility and inclusivity in the arts and leave a space for them to contribute 1-3 ideas they have going into this module about why this is important/what they think about these types of initiatives – Word Cloud or sticky notes
· Mind map showing various isolated/marginalized communities with facts that come up when they hover over them (e.g., “Neurodivergent Community”: can include anyone who identifies as neurodivergent. Examples might include individuals with autism, ADHD, FASD, dementia, Alzheimer’s, or Down’s Syndrome)

Main Content:
· Reading material on adaptive performances (1-2 papers)
· Discussion forum on what might be different between traditional performances and adaptive performances (required participation – follow up the next week with compare/contrast PDF compilation and adding things that may have been missed)
· PowerPoint-led presentation by prof (video or audio if asynchronous) discussing adaptive performance model parts 1 and 2 (2/4 elements) 
· “Further Reading” for those interested – include links to various music orgs that do this type of work, links to other artistic mediums’ orgs that do this work (mostly theatre), 1-3 articles on effects of music on well-being/health for individuals with dementia, Alzheimer’s, and disability, neurodiverse and other isolated/vulnerable communities

Conclusion:
· Summarize adaptive performance and community inclusivity/accessibility take aways
· Provide concrete actions for everyday life we can all do to better support accessibility being considered from conception of programs rather than an add-on or patch-up solution
· Offer 1-2 videos/clips that can be viewed as extra material
Invite students to write a reflection in the discussion forum of an experience they’ve had that left them thinking about accessibility and inclusivity, and as a follow-up ask them to respond to at least one other student’s post during the week
Resources to use:
	Lesson outline

	Papers/journal articles

	Papers/journal articles

	Video samples of adaptive performances

	Prof presentation

	Program sample for traditional performance

	Program sample for adaptive performance

	Links to music and other arts organizations that present adaptive performances


Interactive elements (optional depending on modality of coursework):
· Wooclap quizzes (can be done in-person or online, asynchronously or synchronously)
· Written (journal) reflections (can be done in any context, but likely not during classtime)
· Groupwork (online adaptations possible such as collaborative online boards/documents/forums)

Reflective Questions:
· Have you seen or heard of adaptive performances being presented in your region?
· Could arts organizations incorporate various adaptive performance practices into broader programming? Which ones might be easiest/simplest, and which might be more challenging?
· Do you think the disability community and neurodivergent individuals are considered in daily practices by the average individual? If not, how might we change this?
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