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INTRODUCTION

' i

0 Harold Adams-Innis was one of'Canada's.mgft emi&égt scholars. ﬁufing
his life;iﬁé, Innis exercised great influencé.upon the nLqphyte Canadian
lécholarly community. Even now, thirty two years after his death, Innis
continues to spark interest in his own work and his far ranging interests.

Harold Innis is no stranger to Canaddian geographers, s;t over time , -
there has been a lessefing of intere#t in hiﬁ. The purpose of this thesis
is to contribute to the opening.up of the work of Harold Innis to geographers.
This task will-focus itself on what appears to be neglected themes in Innis'
career: his t?eatmgnt of the nat;ral.environment_- human agency controversy
and éﬁe development of Innis’' humanistic treatment of space and time.

In ordér to arrive at these ends the thesis has been bféﬁen down into
four chapters. Chaptér One will provide an overview of the life of Harold
Innis and his dnvolvement with geography at the University of Toronto. As
well, the first chapter will suggesgﬂghe variety of intérpretations of Innis’
thought that came out of the treat;;nflaccorded his work by others.

Chapter Two will then encompa;s an examinationland interpretation of
Innis' treatment of the enviromment theme. It will be shown how Innis'
poéition on the enviromment - hﬁman agency controﬁersy formed the basis of
his own interpretation of the e;olution of Canada. In order.to do so, his
views will be set againét those of other significant scholars of his time,
especially Griffith Taylor and W.A. Mackintosh.

Chapter Three will focus on those transi;ion years which saw Innis
shifting frOm.economic‘concerns towards a more humanistié view of_the
evolution of society. The Great Depfession and the Second World War led
Innis to EOCus upon the role of communication in influencing the evolution

of society. This chapter lays the foundation for the work found in

Chapter Four. = °
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Thus the Fourth Chapter of this thesis examines the nature of

Innis' communications theme: it.is shown how the geographic dimension of

this theme revolved around the humanistic treatment of space and time.

Recent developments in geography are called upon to suggest how the potential

“of Innis message could come forward. Indeed, the uniqueness of Innfs

treatment of space and time offers much of interest for the humanistic

thrust of modern day geography. - . .

T,



Chapter One: An 0ver§iew of Harold Innis
and his Career

. 1984 marks the 32nd anniversary of the death of Harold Adams Innis.

In his lifetime he rose to a position of pre-eminence in Canadian scholarship

» -

N - ’
and was one of Canada's first, if not the first, intermationally recognized

. scholars. Yet thirty years after his death Harold Innis is a mysterious

Y

figure to Canadian university students and is’'remembered either as an architect

.

<

" of the staples approach or an economist turned communicatilons theorist;
Both conceptions are incomplete. Innis was both of these things_andlmuch

. -.more. .He championed the cause of Canadian scholarship and defended it against
foreign influences and shoddy practicés. Harold Iﬁnis believed in the o
sanctity.of the university and scholarship and despaired over the shift of
the university and its academics towards a more active role in the publid
sphere. In hi§ l#ter yvears Hareld Innis expresged real concern over the state

-

of western civilization and raised questioms of .doubt over our ability to
surviye as a 'balanced" entity. Yet beneath thié despair lay a very real
humanism that could see bevond our limitations to the frontiers of our

possibilities. His faith in the human spirit, his belief in the possibility

of a better world, and his own humanism are Harold Innis' most enduring legacy.

1.1 Biographical Background . §
Harold Adams Innis was born November 5th, 1894 on'a farm near Otterville,

Ontario. His early years were formative ones. His strict Baptist background,
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. combined with youthful curiosity and an indulgeet mother, provided Inrnis with
an exceptionai desire for knowiedge, a boundless source of emergy, and a
capacity for hard work that wotld serve him well in his later vears. In 1913
innis,entered McMaster Univetsity{ then a Baptist institution located in
Toronto and graduated in léiﬁ witedfigathelor of Arts.

Upon graduation Iﬁnis forsoek his Baptist upbringing amd joined the 69th
Battery R.C.A. 1in Toronto.' Innis was wounded in action etound Vimy Ridge
.in 1917 and whlle convalesc1ng prepared for his Masters degree. Testimony
to Innis‘ remarkable energy is.the fact that Innis was repatriated in
'March of 1918 and recelved his M.A. from McMaster in April of that vear.

Innls educatlon “had been dlrected toward a possible career in law‘
and he had fully lntended ta attend Osgoode Ball. However as an umdergraduate.
at McMaster Innls was introduced to economics and’ expressed a very real interest
‘in the subject. "In the summer em¢;918 ‘he decided to go to the Summer Session
at the Unlver51ty of Chlcago. This would prove to be the biggest decision
of Innls - young 1lfe as he dec1ded to stay ‘at Chicago, abandon law and take
‘his doctoral degree”;n economics. The 1nfluences of Chlcago would form a

baseefbrllnnis} subSeQuedt work.

.Innls greduated ftem _Chicago in 1920 and joined the Department of Political
Economy at the UanErSlty of Toronto.- There he would spend the next 32 years
“until his death in 195 ‘Innis was qulck to become active both within the

unzver51ty and the, Canad1an academlc community. » In 1930 Innis established

"hls p051t10n w1th1n the academic communlty with the publlcatlon of The Fur

Trade in Canada: An Introduction to Canadian Economlc Hlstory

In the 1930‘5 Ipnle prestlge began to. extend beyond the university.
. e o _ :



In 1934 he presented a complementary report to The Report of the Royal L

CommLSSion: Provincial Economic Inquiry, Inm 1935 Innis and Vincent Bladen

resurrected The Canadian Journal of Economics and Political Science. In

1936 he was app01nted professor of Political Economy and the following year
”~

he became the head of the Department of Political Economy and Pre31dent of
the Canadian Political Science Association. In 1938 Imiis and R. G Trotter
were named to the prov1510nal Canadlan Committee on Research and through
their efforts the Cangdian Social SCience Research Council came into being

in 1940.
-

The%1940's saw Ionis continue.hiS’leading\role in Canadian scholar-

ship “end reap -some of.the'rewardsiror-his effort, Iﬁe University of Chicago
made a concerted effort to entice him toireturn_to‘hisralmamater, on his own
terms, and between 1943 and;lQAG:Innis nas-heavilflpressored to consider the
uo%fer. In 1944 Innis was granted-an honorary7doctorate-oy the University of
| New Brunswick and in 1945 McMaster accorded him the same honour. .In 1945-46
he’ was appointed to reforganiae the School of Graduate Etudies at Toronto and
he subsequently headed the new school from 1947 to 1952.  Irn 1945 Innis and
two companion scholars were invited to the 220th annlversary “of the Russian
Academy of Sciences. He was elected Pre51dent of the Royal Society of
Canada in 1946 and in the same year sat on the Manitoba Royal_ CommlsSion on
Adult “dncation. In 1947 Innis received honorarv doctorates from Laval and.
the Univer51ty of Manitoba and in 1948 he delivered the Beit Lectures.at

\__‘q

Oxford, the Stamp Memorial Lecture at. London and the Cust FOundation at the

Uan&rSlty of Wottlngham. . e

~ While in England Innls was granted an honorary degree by the Univer51ty '

of Glasgow. In 1948-49 Innis accepted to serve on ‘the Royal CommiSSion on

I ke
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'.Transportatidh headed by W. F. Turgeon. Increasingly weakened by cancer,

Innis served on the commission, continued his daily lecfﬁres, and produced

his last two major works: Empiré'and Communicatidns in 1950 and The Bias

of Communications in 1951. In 1952 the cancer claimed him and Innis. died
on the Stﬁ_of November.

1.2 Innis' Role in the Development of Geography at Toronto

- One particular aspect of Imnis' remarkable.carder is of some importanée
to Canadian geographers. ‘In involves Innis’ pefdonal role in the fqrmation-of
geography in Canadd and of the Department of Geographﬁ in Torento, Imnis
. . taught "cdmmercial" or economic geography to commerce students for a number }‘
of years'in the 1920's and was‘obviously awdre of its importance:to the  social
sciences. In a letter to Sif‘Rbbert Falcdner, Presddeﬁt of thd University
of Toronto in 1924, innis‘inciuded'the study of geography as an important
element‘in the ddve}opmen; of the sdcial‘sdiences at Torontd and wanted geography

to be included: in the curriculum of studies.
In 1928 E. J. Urwick, Imnis' department -head, recommended Innis, to
fPre51dent Falconer as Toronto s delegate to the Internatlcnal Geographlcal
'.-Un;on at Qambrxdge England. It was the same year that he had been made
-associate professor”of geograéhy (James CareQ;,‘19Si, ﬁ. 201). Innis was
td examine continental schools of geograﬁhy and poésibly‘seek a candidate
-+to teach geoQ?aph& at TQ;onfo. In 1931 Innis corresponded with a numbér
of geogfépﬁers céﬁcerning a teaching post. -?he most notable was Griffith
Tayler who was at Chicago. and who desired to get back "amongst Britishers".

‘ Taylor told Innls that Chlcago offered §7, 450, tw1ce what Toronto was offer- -

ing, and Taylor would not be persuaded to leave Chlcago for less. ThrOughout

-
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1931 Innis communicated with several Americanpcandidates and he soliuiféd"

-

the help of ISlah Bowman, of the Amerlcan Geography Socxety, ln determlnlng

-
-

,the worth of one or two of the candidates.

Innls'was very anxious to see-tue phair.established but financial
consideratious'précluuéd its #ormutiou. In l§32 President Cody of-the
University of Toronto'pold Innis that he would wait.out a good man rathur than
offer it to.a man of lesser Capacities. Cody told Innis in 1933 and in 1934
;that the flnanCLal sztuatlon was such that a chalr of Geography was 1mp0551ble.
.Eowever in 1935 the money was available and Inris again sought candidates.

It would seem that Irnis had hig heart set on Griffith Tayluu and Tayior_and
'.Innis,exéuanged a series'of_porrespduéunces._ On January 25th 1935 Innis was
instructed by.Presidenf Couylio have Griéfith_Taylor meet him at the Unien
League Club in Chlcago. It was a;~thiu ﬁeéting that Taylor was offered the.
post as the flrst head of pHe Department of Geography at Toronto;

Innls “involvement with geography at Tcronto after this date was in

the capacity of head of the Department of Pblitical Economy, of which Geography

P

was a part.' In 1936 G. L. P. Grant—Suttle nomlnated Innls to the Intermational

;,--.

Geographlcal Unieon Committee of Canada and Innls served on this committee for

a number of years. '

L

1.3 -Innis According to his Centemporaries
- - '.‘ . . ‘ "‘
Harold Innis continues to this day to be surrounded by the notion of
"schizophrenia™ (A. John Watsom, 1977): a schizdphrenia'that.is crudely

contained in the notion &f an "early” .and a "later Imnis.”l Marshall McLuhan

lThe first appearance of the term "later Innis™ appeared in "The Later
Innis" written by Marshall McLuhan (1960).

~t
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did much to foster the idea of duality in Innis career ;né setlthe fone

and direct13? of much of the analysis that has been producea on Innis' career
:(Carey, 1977) It is precisely because of the individual biases of his.
interpreters (Helody, 1981, P- 9) that Innis has been subject to a number
of interpretations that have been predicated on this crude notion-qf the
existence of a duéliéygiﬂ Innis' éaréér. . '

" 1f one word couldlsdm up the relationship betweeﬁ Harold Innis and his
dontemporaries in economics it might be'mis—understanding.2 Iﬁnis had
establiéhed Himsélf as a iééding figure in Canadiangeconomics.and when he
. e . \

began to delve deeper into the then largely unexplored world of communications

-

-he was opening up a gap between himself and his fellow economists. His crities
were familiar and comfortablé;with.his earlier works but his analysis of the
a9 . - - |

role-bf communication in civilization seemed so distant from his éolitical |
economy that many failed to see the deeper meanings oflhis ¢communications
studies;. fhg reservations that surrounded the scholarly communities' acceptance
o.‘f_Ir:-.v:u'.s;.'l investigations in ancient civilizations seemed to lay less in their
uﬁderstanding 6f it and mo;é in their attg;pt§ to compare it to his earlier
wbrks;

I

In an obituary for The Canadian Historical:-Review Donald Crgigﬁton

(1952, p. 405) chose to present Innis' career as a suécession of ten year

periods starting with the publication of The Fur Trade in Canada (1930), .

The Cod Fisheries: The Histdry of an International Ecodomy (1940), and

Empire and Communications (1950). Innis began as a student of Canadian

2Two examples of this mis- understanding can be found in a review
article of Innis' Bias of Communication writtem by E. R. Adair in EEE
Canadian Historical Review Volume 33, no. 4 (1952) and J. B. Brebmer's
review of Innis' Changing Concepts of Time in Volume 34 no. 3 (1953)
of the Canadian Historical Review.

-



" civilizations. (page_%dé)'
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- econdmié, history, but moﬁéd\bf-hig interest in political and cultural

 history, he progressed to sdciélogy and3politicaI's¢iénce and left the

bonds on Canadian studies to pursue internmational economics and ancient

Creighton follows much-the.same ‘line in-ﬁisll957 book Hareld Adams

Innis: Portrait of a scholar. The book was less of a eritique and more

of a sympathetic and personal biography of Imnis. It placed Imnis in the

‘context of his times and brovided a framework for an understanding of Innis'.

3

work. .

In a recent afticlg entitled "Harold Adams Innis: An Appraisal” (1981)
Creighton's view ;'emari-.ns iarg:aly unchahged_,although he dia concéde two points:
the existence of Ehe theme of cémmunicationé and technology throughout Innis’
work and the facé'thét-;nnis‘ c&mﬁunications_work was different only in styiea
and method of researéﬁ. Cfeightén continued to stress the role of the intel-
lectuﬁl and public community in aéfepting'lnnis and in effecting change in his
work. Creighton has never entered into any-of the debagés ovef the significance
of Imnnis' work or its wunderlying themes, rather he was content to present a :
humane and sympathetic‘vied,of‘hi§ friend Innis. o

. John ﬁef (19533‘page 224-225) "felt that most of Innis' contemporaries
were willing to recognize Innis; stature as a scholar but in'their assessment
of Innis' investigation of aﬁcieqt’civiliza;ious they:were unable to graat
him much sympathy nor wbuld they or couid they understand what Innis was
attempting, Nef gaiﬁtains-that.this wasra result of innis' breaking with
specialized reséarch and taking to'asking;embarassing ques;ions ébout the

theoretical Base that his’ contemporaries fixed their researches upon., Nef

vy

B
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identified‘the‘fact-that Innis' communications work emerged from his contern

for scholarship and his communication studies were intended to illustrate -

;the-rorces that.nitigetéd against the possioility of true, objective scholarship..

I do not nishtto suggeet‘that Innie.ﬁas a complete enigma to his

_fellow ECholers in tolitlcal economy. Both Alexander Brady (1953) and

i William‘T; Easterbrook (1953) produced assessments of Innis' work that should

have stood as models for all- those who made it their task to look at Innis.
Brady recognized Thorstemn Veblen as a major influence in Innis’

' development as.a "liberal" economic th1nker (1953 page 88). Brady felt

that Innis' liberal spirit led him to: grow distrustful of doctrine and dogma

as it exlsted-in'scholarly cireles. Innis felt i1l at ease with his contem-

.poraries and their propenelty ;o maintain a unlformlty of though around

.domlnant forms of methodology and‘phllosophy It was ‘his llberal spirit

* that led Innls to questlon the role of the univer51ty and the scholar (1b1d

lpp 93-94). It was his llberal Splrlt that drove Innis .into communlcation

" studies (ibid, p. 92). "Brady felt that Innis was demonstratlng'to the sociel

sciences the Aeed to explore the theme of coqmunlcatlons and that hlstorlans

should investigatéd the role of 1nst1tutions on the broadest p0551b1e b351s

(pp. 95).

L

_ Like Brady}rﬁasterbrook commented‘on the'inflnence ofiveblen and the
: .-liberal spirit of Harold’lnni). ‘Easterbrook feltlthat Innis' discomfort with

- the orice system end cleesicaz\economic theory that supported that system stemmed'
_from Veblen's work on technology and the free and controlled application‘of .
. technology that Spanned and maintained the.price system (1953, p.;291{."

Easterbrook presented Innis' work as a focus on the antecedents, courses, and

consequences of .economic and cultural change” in an'industrialized society.



Loy

Easterbrook saw in Innis' methodology no significant breék'or radical

departure because the methods dewveloped in the examination of staples

were more than adequate for the parallel study of prefinduétrial communications.

Easterbrook felt that Innis left a clear pafﬁ_§3?\tﬁeifu£ﬁte of political
.-ecoﬁcmy and eqonomic;%istory. Economic historians sﬁould concern themselves
with the enunciation of obstacles (biases) (ibid, p. 302) and become "economic
historians of culture' so that thé economic problems of modern times could be
seen inltﬁéin proper context, 1f economists can gain an awareness of the

biases of their culture and their times they can rectify the biasés in modemn

economies (ibid, p. 304).

. Brad& and Easterbrook were demonstrating remarkable forsight in yanting
to extend the work of Innis‘ané in hoping thét his work would form.the bulk of
reﬁearch for future economists. However, nblmat;er how sympathetic or §5r~
;ighted Innis' contemporaries were,neitherlhe nor they could alter-the.coﬁrgg
of .scholarly evolution. Economics had undergone its own positiviigin;revdlu—
tion during Innis's life time and és a consequence he had becomé alienated
f:bm his own disciplire. The energy with which Political Economy burst on:
thHe scene in.Canada in the_ZO‘s and developed in the 30's.with a high level :
of scholarl?-activity was equalled by its' decline following the Second.Wbrld
War: decline éuffered at the hands of 2 maturing scholarly community. o

The decline of Political Economy in Canada reflected a larger swing in

he relationship between economics and political economy. The Keynesian

lurion in economics pushed political economy inte the realm of economic

histlory. Whereas political economy had functioned as the broad avenue of

g

inspection with respect -to the theoretical issues of development, it was now

. relegated to the role of chronicling the various phases of»economic:growth.

<
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This pushing away of political economy was-particularly violent in the United
States. The United States'positicn as a world-power had been‘aecured during
the war and the headiness of the times filtefed into American scholarship

. which, by the power of ltS assoclatlons and control of the, leading academlc
organs of d15cusszon, set out to establlsh the supremacy of thelr reSpectlve
views. lee the- growlng "Marwlst" tradltlon, the "leeral?.tradltlon in
political economy came under,attack largely because of its "old" method;ldgy
~and phllosophy (Drache, 1976;‘p. 15-16). Polltlcal'economy, which was a
threat to the Amerlcan status quo regardless of where it may be, was attacked
'andASuppreased. Canada' s scholarly communlty was too small to re51st this
type of pressure and the basis of lnvestlgatlonland interpretation that wuderlay
nuch of'the social sciences in Canada merely fell away.

The decline of polltlcal economy also’ reflected much larger and more
sweeplng changes whlch Drache (1976) has called "American cold war social’
'sclences and which geographers-have called the "Quantltatlve Revolutlcn .

To éain an understanding of the controversy surroundlng Pcllt;cal Economy
during the early 1950fs ve need only to harken 5ack to geographyls'recent'-
‘past agd'theJatmosphete surrounding the:onset of the{Quantitatlve Revoluticn
and the‘fattle between the pcsitivist paradigm and the old patadigm
established by Richard Hartshome.

More than anything else it was this "new" approach tc'sociai aciencesl‘
which put to rest Political Economy and ﬁaroldrlcnis. WilliaagMelody (1981)
pcignantly noted that, ' .
analysis in the soclal sciences in the last 25 years can
be described as a trend to artifical division, special-

ization, and separation of disciplines within the social
sciences, and the focus on small scale, abstract theorizing
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and very narrowly defined empirical analysis. Because

_of its breadth,Innis' work did not fit any single
"soecial science discipline. 1Tn an age directed to the
pursuit of high theory, mathematical analysis, and
narrow'empirical rigor in the social sciences,” Imnis'
examinatien of the detailed history of institutions,
within a context of macro-social systems$, was certainly
not in academic fashion.

p

;nnis, staples, and political economy had cegsed to be écademically
faghioqable. The methods they had at their'disﬁosal, i.e., a cauéal,
inductive, historical staples approach, suddenly was not spfficient
(Westfall 1981).

Polltlcal economy in Canada ceased to be the chléf organ of socio-
economic interpretation. The search for our national heritage id the study .
of social and ecomomic organizations gave way to an exercise i;‘psychology.
Political economy was -replaced by political Biograpﬁy. Where ;nce we, sought
ou;‘ideﬁtiﬁy through stapies; we now reduced the search for Canadian identity
to';'préctice‘akin té lying on ;he psyéhia;risﬂsicouch (Westfall, 1981, pp.”45—47);
;All of these.factorg'servgd to put Innis in a2 position where he ceased to
'attréct attention. -The "quantitati@é revoidtion“ that gripped the young
soclal sc1ences in Canada tore them apart and as each of the social sciences
-ewﬁérlenced its respectlve paradigm shift the old ways were abandoned and

;glth them, 50 was Harold Innls, staples and political economy. The logico-
ﬁositifistiéally basé@ social scienges were content to ignore the "old"
ofder,and carriedbnothing forward. When economists looked back on Imnis it
was-from;a ﬁarrow framework of analysis that incréasingly stressed the micro-
view over the macroview. Thé limitations of econoﬁists that followed after
Innis Qgre.the causes of his slipping from the mainstream of Canadian economic

- scholarship (Melody, page 9).

-



. 'l.4 A Comparison of Marshall McLuhan to Innis

. ) . . » ] .o ' - R - ‘ .

* Into this'void‘siiﬁped a new group of scholars whose appreeiatioh
and inﬁfrpretation pf Harold Innie' work was based on the work of
Marshall McLuhan. N6 one has beee me}e.closely associateg ﬁ%th ae& done
‘a greater dlsservice o Innis than Marshall McLuhan. McLuhan is reéponeible
'for the divorc1ng of Innls from political economy and preSentlng!;im as a

.communlcatlons theorlst {Carey, 19T1, p. 27). o -

McLqup s pronouncements on communlcatlons were to bec me elements of

the ;960'5 pop culture. McLuhan was more thdn an observer_of'media: he was

amedia made guru in an age that was pre-occuﬁied with media. McLuhan's

media message was a very simple one: how and what we think about is determined

by the methods we use to communicate (Carey, 1967, p. 22). To'understan? N
S P e
the reletionship between McLuhan and Innis we must examiﬁe their respective

appreciations of the role of media in society. C

- -

. f/Innis began his search into modern communications by searching for its
. e r ’

antecedénts in ancierdt empires. He recognized the existence of light media
such as parchment or papyrus which facilitated the development of a spatial

bias in ancient societies. AnTient societies predicated on light media

- i . .

demogbtrated a centralized control of large areas with uniform codes of

.

~ conduct and thought. In contrast ancient societies whose principal media

C, . .
were of durable nature, such as stone or clay tablets, exhibited a bias

-

towards time. TempogalIy biased societies were less spatially diverse,.

more spiritually orientated and better suited to perpetuating themselves

over time. The only ancient civilization to contract this order was that of

" ¥

the Greeks whose oral tradition allowed them to transcend the bounds of state

and society psuallylassociated with societies dependent onfwritten media.

“ *
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Like Innis, McLuhan went back to the ancien;s and examined the oral

and - wrltten tradltions of modern communlcatlons. -He saw primitive man as . X

an oral belng with an acute ability to llsten., The advent of ehe phonetic

alphabet emph851sed the eye and prlntlng ulth-orderly images allowed man

to see and separate hlmself from his environment. The'eoming of the electgic

age and the new media of televxslon and computers would, In HcLuhan s

-

oplnlon, re—establzsh the orql tradltlon of'the anc1ents.
Both McLuhan and Innls recognlzed the centrality of media and communlca-

'tlons to the hlstory of c1v1llzat10ns and the role of both das determlnlng

\

" factors in the development of our soc1a1 fabrlc (Carey, 1967, page 5).

However it w0uld pe a‘mlstake to assume that McLuyhan was contlnulng along

the lines -Innis h\d escabl:.shed " McLthan's work comﬁimn'ts Imnis®
researches. Whereas Innis was lnvestlgatlng the role of medla to determlne

. 'its influence via the organizational'framework'that surrounds a dominant

-
. .

media form, McLuhan was investigating media influence on an individual's

‘ Vo y . ) ) .
capacity to think and organize. Innis was attempting to understand the role
of media in cultural.and social organization while McLuhan was looking at

media influencé'on_an individual?s;sensory'and though organization {(Carey,

j1967 page 5) - - T > - -
McLuhan was neither as fatallstlcnor as deterministic as Innls w1th

respect to media. He professed his faith in-electronic medla as a means of
- ’ .
recapturlng the oral tradltlon. The elecunnlc medla, specifically telev1szcn,

\.'

united sight with sound and anillusion of touch that extended out senses

beyond our bodies and demanded of us involvement and active perticipatien

4

via media that recaptured the Best properties of oral communication (Carey, '
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1967, pages 25-36)« McLuhan, in professing his faith in media and denying
the possibility of media being a dangerous force, was, in effect, accepting
the social forms that our modern media bias would creaﬁe‘and this ran
contrary to the values that Innis regardéd as sacréd. Innis wés alarmed

at how social, political, and economic institutions were allowed to flourish
L.

under auspices of nationalism while those institutions which should have been
encouraged to‘balance the biases of Western civilization were attacked and
dismantled (Innis, 1944).

James Carey (1977, page 39) sums up the relationéhip-of McLuh#n and
Innis best when he says,

the death of values he-McLuhan-represents is not some.
twentieth century revolution. It is the end point of
a positivistic revolution against meaning and petaphysics.
And thus it is no surprise that his utopianisp should
be based on the sanctity of sciencenﬁpd’EEE‘EZCt.
" - But let me remind you that i precisely this

“*  revolution that Imnmis saw as endi ;:Espossibility of
a stable civilization in the West) or Imis, the oral
tradition, representative of mank incern with history
and metaphisics, morals and meanings, had to be preserved

- if we were not to fall victim to a sacred politics and
a sanctified science. It is an iromy and an wuncomfortable
fact that the prophesy is born out by one who has identified
himself as a disciple. But such is the frequent result of

e discipleship.

1.5 The Innisian Roots of Canadian Nationalism

To his credit, McLuhan did cause scholars to re-acquaint themselves
with Harold Ianis; however the new interest in Innis was focused around
narrower themes contained within his investigations on comﬁunicaticn. One

* of the most dominant themes was the role of media in promoting nationalism
and the economic, politicai‘aq"social institutions associated with the
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nation states. Innis' misgivings.over the marriage of media to the nation-

state manifested themselves in his'aptitude‘tovards the United Stateak\

Innis could not help but point to the Americans as-the.beét example ofiéu' s

society trapped in the biases of its own media. Imnis was aware of the growiag’

pervasiveness of the United States in Canada and was uneasy.over the possible

repercussions. This led him to propose that Canidé_aggumé a pésition of" . B
"marginality" with respect to the United States and Great Britain (Innis, 1979) .

What he was proposing was to keep Canada out of the sphere of influenceé-of

these two powers and to set Canada up as a countervailing force with respect

- . e e ——
B P i 0

to the media biases of these two nations. It was a position analogous to

Innis' treatment of the university as the repository of those'orél traditions i

b

that would function as a countervailing force in a spatially piéééé.miliéu." ;;- - ?
1f vou add to this Innis' luke warm feelings towards the Améfican

public in general and his ferocious defense of Canada andrCanaaian_SCholar-

ship (Creightom, 1957, p. 125} then it is net difficult fo égé'hgﬁ the notion

that Innis was a Canadian nagionalist was born. It must be remembéred that

this nation was born in an era where Canadians weré very sensi;iﬁe about

their identity and particularly sensitive about being assgciated in any way :

=

with the United States or Americans.

Carl Berger (1976) accepted Innis as a nationalist on the argument that o>
Innis held the Americans to represent all that was reprehensiﬁle with respect

to the victory of the written tradition over oral tradition,and‘of English

Canada's slide into the American sphere of influence.

Daniel Drache in his 1969 article "Harold Innis: A Canadian Nationalist"

saw Innis' nationalism as an expression of his liberalism. Drache felt that
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o Innls' contrlbutron as a ndtionalist in his contrnulng to support a

'3! Canadian’ 11bera1 tradltion rooted in the hlstory ‘and.- economy of Canada T

’ -(Drache, page 11)

Drache malntalned that ‘Innis’' diberalism-waé characterized by
.'hls manner of scholarshlp and his defense of’ unblased scholarshlp and
the unlver31t1es was an erpressmon of hlS Antl—Amerlcan and thus hlS i

Pro—Canadlan sentlment.

4

Regardless of " the possmblllty of his being regarded as a natlonallst, L

'Inhis.was lost in a sea of "contlnentellsm“ that washed over Canada

. following World War II (Drache, 1964, page i1). brache maintained that .
Innls' "1iberalism' 1ed him to natlonallsm, but the liberal contlnental
tradition in Canada fostered and encouraged a closer union between Canada

. and the United States.. The uniqueness of Innis! "liberal” scholarship

and nationalism was swamped by a wholesale _movement’of Canada and its
academic community towards the Americaa sphere of influence. The potential

of Innis' nationalism was never allowed to surface. Drache ( page 11) poignant—

ly concluded:

But the men and women who studied with Innis did not
understand him as he wrote or as he thought. Their
liberalism stood in opposition to his and in the years
following his death the ideas and tradltlon which he
worked to realize fell into obscurity. They associated
liberalism with an admiration for everthing American

and a dislike for all forms of nationalism, including
Canadian nationalism. Quite early on they discarded

the key to Innis‘ thought, emplre and imperialism,
because of its "unacceptable” bias. Significantly, - 4
what those in public life kept of Innis they used in
defense in their political endorsement of contlnentallsm,
and those in the university to justify their supposedly
value-free studies of American penetration into the
Canadian economy. What they forgot about Imnis was that
he jealously prlzed his 1ndependence as the sine qua

non of his crusty "intellect'.
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| Drache s princ:ple argument 1ay around Innis defeeee of schoiar—' '
'Shlp in the face of the spetlally biased scholarshlp of hlS dey. Slnce the
Unlted States was- the ‘most v131b1e product of spatlal blases w1th1n a
society Drache took Innls'.defense of unb:ased scholarshlp as a statemeet

of nationalist sentlment._ Innis dld defend Canadlan aationalism (Crelghton, 1957
pages 77—80) but not at the expense of scholarshlp )
W;lllam-Chrlstlan (1977) does not_deny_that the‘eeee for Imnis"

netionaliem was a strong one. - The natioualist's of‘the scholatlv comeunity

of the 1960"'s and early 70's wete heartened by Innis' pronqpncements agaznst

-the United States and his attempts to advance the Canadian scholarly communltv ‘

durlng his lifetime. However, by focusing on the intense natlonallstlc

traits of Innis' private:and.scholarly deeds, the nationaliste.avoided-

,fmﬁgme&mtMthﬁswe&dmﬁymdmmmmHﬂ.Iﬁﬁ'wﬁ

- focused on the development of moncpolies of knowledge end the,attendant

damaging‘social formations and not on simplistic eational sentiment. -
Christizn's argument;is that Innis can hardlf be-eecepted as a nationeiist

when his communications works were used to illpminate the problems of

“modern society and*echblarship: problems caused by the growth oé nationalism;

Innisf mistrust of the United States lay in its epitogéfetion bf-the most -

ldangerous features of a nation state predieated on the bieses”Innisrhigh-

lighted in his communications studies.~ Canada was wdliingly allowing

itself to come under the sphere of American influence and Innis was trYiné

to buttress Canada against such a movement. Christian maintained.that

Innis saw the emergeénce of Canadian nationalism as a debilitating force : .

"and a Trojan horse for American penetration in Canada and the British
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- . l"- C-. ,
Empire. Canadlan natlonallsm was a too highly reglonallzed practlce that

a e‘promoted small grOups wh;le weakenlng the central governmentx For Innis

'Cen&dlan nat:onallsm served to proflt a few whlle removing oun long~rauge

cqncerng ovér the massive Amerlcaq penetratlonfof Canada.

- -t

- . 1.6 A Marxist interpretafion;of Innis e C
'- Recently Innls has engoyed a rev1val at the hands of Marxlst scholars.
-Watklns (1977) places a great.deal of emphasis on the R, T. Naylor book
, The Hlstory of Canadlan Business 1867-191& (1975) which is a Harx1an version

N
.'of the Innlslan 1nterpretatlon of staple etp101tatlon. Watklns maintains

"* that the Marx:st.yer51on.of the’ staple,theory is a conscious extension of

»

" Inonis .and Naglérrtqwards 3 modern staple theoxry that is;a theory of class
fo;ﬁation (ibidg‘page 63). AfMa;xist-staple theory will examine the

-cfeation'of elass'struc;ure in Canada .as a result of the exploitation of

staples.
Whlle Watklns is suggestlng that Innls is a valuable bulldlng block
L upon ﬁhlch-a‘new Marxlst staple'theory shall be-produced others have attempted

to link Ianis to Hafx via,the‘netion of a shared mEthodology reﬁelving

RN

arownd the use of dialectics.. Innis' sense of history and use of the dialecti- N

cal method allowed him to grasp the dynamism of communicdtions where certain
Y . _ . " .
- groups enjoyed selected advantage over others in getting their message

across (prinson and Theal, 1977) . Innis' dialecties were useful becausé

' they'allcwed”him te draw from widely separated complexes in history and bring

-~

forth explanatlons on such diverse top1cs as empire and communlcatlons and -

they allowed him to see the relatlonshlp between the soczal, polztlcal o
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_technologlcal and conceptual forms are culturally interrelated., Vv
James Carey (1977, page 52), while commentlng on Innis’ methodology,

noted that Innis’ dlalectlcs was more than a method. of analysis, it was an

attitoae. Carey (1977 page 52} goes on to state that dialectics recognizes
the contradlctory tendencies of phenomena, dynamlcs of social life, and
the|qcalitative changes in the nature of the social process. Carey (1981,
page 96)_elaborated on this theme when he statcd that Innis and Marx shared

—

3 materialist conception- of history with 2n appreciation of the historical

pattemn of deveiopment.  Ihe important terms of discourse for Innis were
discoveredfthrough opposites. Ccrey contends that Innis, approaching
ftom contrddictory tcrms, saw the antimonies of existence and.contradictionc
io events. Systems of thought and institutions contain the contradictions
©  that are'thc seeds of their own destruction.’ Carey maintained that Harxian
dialectics held‘a tragic view towards the limitations and frailties of
human nature, saw history as omnidirectional, and embraced singular caosation.
Innls, by contrast, used his dialectics to search for the boundarles of the
possable, the possibilities of hlctory and the limitatioms of p031t1ve human
action. Innis sought the limitations of positive human action to draw atten-
tion to the directions in which the total range of free human actioo coold'
be brought to the fore. Further, Carey felt that Innis' dialecties ied him
to express himself through balanced opp051tes.. time and space, oral and
written, and stabiltity énd change.

Ian Parker (198l) also recognizes' that Imnis and Marx share a
materialistic, dialectical, ecological, and holistic perspective. Innis

and Marx based_their theses on detailed historical knowledge and the

historical, categorical, and empirical closure of the analysis at the

v
B A Vo BN e ]
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level of cdntradictrens analyses. Innis and Marx analpsed the soeially
.‘mediated-origins and impact of new technologiES of production and commun-.
1cat10n as a way of gaining insight into historical political-economic
transformation (ibid pages 133-134) . |
Parker recognlzed the shared methodology of Innis and Marx but
cautioned against seelng this shared methodolqu as sufflclent grounds
to associate Innis with Maralsm. Parker endorses Draehe s argument to ‘the
effect:that Inniszis'éempl&mencary to Marx bnt.not'a Marxistf(Draehe; 1969,
) pages 9-10) .- Drache ealied Innis a theorist'of snper structure‘concerned
Wlth cowmunacatron and eulture; while Marw was a theorlst of the base of
society eoncerned with.thezmeans ef productlen.‘ Moreoner,_Drac;e.qdestloned-'
the suffieienty of implydng:tnat Innis was. a Marxist merely en the'Basis

of a shared methodology.

1.7 Recent Treads in the Treatment of Harold Innis

; Throughout thrs chapter I have presented the pers;stent interpre-
tatiqns of Innis' communlcatlons studles. In recognlzing the. prlmacy of
his-eommpnicationsﬁstudiesttnese.interpretations have.largely‘ignored the
fact that Innis played'a pivotal role in the formatien_of the staples
approach in Canad1an economic studles. No doubt this nas been a matter of
unea51ness in recent years for some scholars who have searched’ for the
posszbllty of re—unltxng Innls stapie and communlcataon studles;

Parker (1981) attempts to unlfy the two supposed halves of Innis'
‘career by stressmng the economic 1npllcat10ns of communicatLOns._ James Carey

(1977) sees the existence of common themes ir staples and communications as
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possible means of developiag aulalternative to the crude notion of teo
Innises. Leslie Pal (1977), Robin Neill (1972) and William Christian
(1977) see the concern or Innls for scﬁolarship as_tbe unifying.theme.
Ian farket (1981) saw Innis as:one uho uever lost sight on tue

ecouoaie implications of communications. Coumunications’is a logital ' )
consequence of Innis' staple work with its focus-on the eireulation.ofl

materlals, 1nformatlon, finances, etc. (page 13&) Although the attentlou

paid to Innis' methodology has come from an attempt to better understand

his communications work, Parker sees the roots of Innis'-methodology in

his staples studies. Imnis recogaized the problems'ioherent infoverhead

costs and the hlstorlcal consequences of dlfferlng time structures of -
| cap1t31 and hls staple 1nvestlgatlons led hlm to see the temporal aad

‘spatlal problems of excess capacity that ‘determine rlgldltles and blases
‘.whlch weaken the price system. These rigidities and biases spawn
monopolles of force and knowledge and affect the centrallzatlon and
decentrallzatlou of polltlcal economic systems relatlve to the coﬁmun—
Eication media that afrect the development of‘these‘rigidities (page 135).
James Carey (1977) maintained that McLuhan:had all out removed'

the aspect of political economy from Innis'-communication studies &et_lnnisli

had always been a historian seeklng historical truths. Carey, with a.conEeru

for Innis' roots in hlstory, stressed two themes in Innis’ doctoral thesis |

and his studies up t0'and including The Fur Trade in Canada that were the

‘roots of his subsequent venture in communications. The first theme took

the form of a question and asked"What facilitated the great migration of
European power, people, and culture .beyond the perlmeter of Europe into a

‘new world?" The second was 1mplled in Innis' Fur Trade. It can be best,
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captured by fhehstatemgﬁt; communication, when considered i; teggélof-thg.
méﬁiuﬁ that facilitated it; might be seen as the basic staple iﬁ‘tﬁe‘gio;th
of empire. | ' | ‘

. . Graeme Patterson (1979) asserts that Innis' béqks.on comﬁuniéationé}
are closely Felated to his Canadian studies. Pétterson'mﬁkes tﬁeﬁéonnection
between Iﬁnigﬂ focus on communication media and the factor of ﬁaterwéy trans-
portation as a communication media in his examination of Canada's economic
development (page 122). The general concensus amcng most‘é§onomists was

tﬁat tranéporq was communications. Imnis, having goﬁe beyoﬁd this'simplistic
appreciaqion of commﬁnicatioﬁ; entered the field of the comﬁuqicétion of

ideas and in doing:so.éerEIY carried forward é concé%t from his ecénomic past.
Patterson contends that most of Innis':contempofaries failed to make fhe samé
leép in-definition and in ‘doing so lost perspective yith respect to Imnis
.and his work on communications (page i22). |

Le§lie Pél;(i???)‘;upports Carey's contention that the political and

ecgnbmic.élementsfdf innis' communications work were removed'by McLuhan. .
‘Pai'séés Innis less as a_coﬁmﬁnicationsﬁthedrist and would prefer t¢ see

.\

thé-latter Innis as a political theorist. In his effort to seek a common

" theme in the dfwo Innisés" Pal has focused on Innis' concerﬁ for ambiased
social séience,r Pal contends that there was é link befween Imis' definition
of tﬁe subject of §ociél séignce anﬁ h;s Eonéept of monopolies found in his.
éomﬁﬁnications]wqu (page'33). Pal maintained that Innis‘felt that obj;ctivity
in the sgciél scieﬁces was being thrgatenéd by’ the suppoéed ffeedqmlof bias:

that the sdcial sciences based its pronouncements on. Specialization in the

'social sciences led to rigidities that destroyed the possibility of real -

- /(

» ¥



objective social science. 'It was this awareness of_the contamination of ..

-

object1v1ty in the soclal sciences that, Pal contalns, led Innls to promote T

the oral tradltlon and the unaver51ty in the face of the wrltten tradltlon B -

|

and the blased soclal scxeqces it has produced.r - I

Robln Nerll 1n his 1972 booL A New Theorv of Value: The Canadian ‘ -

Economics of H. A. Innis, saw Innis' interest in communications media as a

result of his wanting'to discover the technological determinants of the values

relevant to the economic growth process. Innis; following from Thorstein

K 1

Veblen, recognlzed that lt was the advance of technology that fueled soclal

PRI W e

: advance. Innls malntalned that soc1a1 purpose was found 1n.soc1a1 organlz—

atlon and new forms of social -action and organlzatlon were predlcated on a

societies’ changlng technology (Velll page 26). _For Innis ‘each of the aoclal

P

sciences reflected‘the-bias of social institntions-and that these biaaes
led.each dlsc1p11ne of the soolai sclences to marntaln themselves separate 3
from one another (1b1d, page 82); In thls regard economacs reflected the
biases of the soc1al lnstltutLOns that spawned 1t.‘ Innis saw ‘biases in-
economlc thOught and was searchlng for the technologlcal and 1nst1tutlonal
factors in the biases oﬁ*economics (ibid, page-72)i For ‘Neill Imnis® |
investigations rnto ciniiizations was a direct consequence of his desire

to rectify the biases of economice-and the economic systems of his tine.
‘Innis felt that the_best nay to_understandlthe changes in economic doctrine
was to understand the changing vaiﬁes organized into eociety (ivid, page 72).
" Neill sees Innie' turning,to the investigation of changing civilization
as a move to illustrate and possibly'eﬁpladn_how the changes in sacietal

value brought on by changing technology, notably commiinication technology,



would function to produce like changes in economic doctrine and b&_exxension,
doctrine in all the social sciences. To that end the investigaticns of.
Tonis into civilizations should be seen as a natural extension of economic
l-science {ibid, paée_93). |

William Christian (1977) like Pal and Neill focuses on Imnis' growing
appreﬁghsioﬁs about the objectiwity of the social sciégces. Christian felt
that Iﬁﬁis waslaﬁ_ﬁnért@odox political economist who was attacking neo-classical
economics and its ‘dependence on the price system and‘tﬁe drift of economics
to‘a mathematically b;sed position (page 23). Chrigtian added to this concern
‘the influence of the particular s&ate of the sociai sciences in Canada in the
36'5. Many social scieﬁéists were becoming invqlﬁed in public projectg';o

‘combat the effects of the &epression. Imnis acéepted the Julien Brén&a‘(The
. N

" Great Betrayal) notiom that the scholar who became the hlrellng of’ govern—

‘ment or lndustry betrayed his autonomous alleglance to the unlver51ty and
l'scholarshlp (page 25).

Chrlstlan felt that Innis- undertook to study the stablllty of polltlcal

L3

organizatigns in the hope of drawzng sqclal science out of its present
: mlndedness (lbld page 30). Innis' examination of the role of communications
" in the process of determlnlng'cultural stablllty from the anc1ent emplres

; to the modern day was meant to illustrate the processes that forged the

o phllosophlcal and metaphy51cal.order in westergac1v1llzatlon. _Seelng the

“[evolut;on of this process could 1end to anunderstandlng of the polltlcal
" and cultural orders that had evolved out of this base. "Innis hoped that
hlS'work 1Qd to a deeper understandlng of the blases of hlS age even if

he‘himself?was powerless to change them {pages 38~3%), - The biases of our

~r



métaphysical and philosophical order and its attendéﬁt political aﬁd

sociai order betrayed him.

Christian )page 42) concluded by saying,

Innis' gloom was s;rbng but not complete. He saw the C
fostering of a vigorous intellectual life as the prime '
task of the university; and as a'tonsequence it was on
the university that he pinned his hopes for,the develop~
ment of a strategy of culture to offset the penetration . N
of the price system and the narrow vision of human creative
potential its proponents-represented. His faith in the.
~human spirit and in the  creative and llberatlng power of
“human intelligence prevented absolute despair. As a .
political theorist he was a much more adept dlagnost1c13n
than therapist. Nonetheless his later writings represent
a heroic attempt to draw attention to .the perilous decay
of Western ecivilizdtion and to direct its intellectual
resources to a contemplation of ‘the, cond1C1ons necessary for

o its preservatlon and resuscitation. - . .

.

The precedzng authors hold forqh thL promlbe of n;w and exciting 1nt;rpre—

4

;ations of .Innis that will Lay‘to rest thg notion of two Innises.'

» .

Carey_(l981, page 79) captures thisAnéw_spirit when he states,

~ the central terms that he (Innis) brought to the study of
"'COmmunications-the“limifations of technology, the spatial
and temporal bias inherent in technology, the monopolles'
of knowledge toward which they tend and which they support,’
the analysis of social change, selective advantage, cultural
- . stability and collapse, legitimacy, the dialectial method-

' were not the-terms of a verification model. They were,
instead, a made in the kitchen group ofzconcepts with which
to examine the actual historical record . . . they were
terms with which to examine the historical record, precisely
to cut down and limit the "legitimacy of formal and universal
theories . . . we have not been empirical enough, have not
followed out ‘the concrete historical investigatioas that
would, utilizing many of his concepts, set the recotd straight.

N .

If we are to really know Innis then we must accebt Carey's challenge to improve
our scholarship and break the bonds 6f‘the bias that Innis iilustrated for us. '

Qur appreciation of Innis has been affected_by our metaphysidgl, philoéophic315

s ~
L4
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and methodological biases. Perhaps we can transcend our biases if we simply -
’ - - . i . - *
start on the advice of John Nef (1953, page 225), who states,
I.do not think that;most of those who gave him this
success understood what he was saying. More than . S
‘ever in.our age of hurried readlng men and women see
on: che printed page less what is there than what from.
~ the' tltle and especiaglly of the author, they etpect to
~ find. But if and when men and women begin again to read,
to dlgest, and to meditate, the temoignage of Innis
awaits them. ‘

-

This'éhapter cannot eﬁd*wi:h;ﬁc some.referénce'to ;ﬁe legééy of ﬁ#rolé
Innis.to’geographic studyfiﬁ Cénada.—-Oné need only 1dék at Donald%Quayle.
Innis~(1936); John Wafkentin (1967), Andrew Clark (;968)'and #ouis—Emond
Hamelin (19735 to see thé‘cdn;inuanée of the staﬁle tfédiﬁiop_as léid gut =
by Igﬁis énd.gthers. ‘Oné\neea_qﬁly look to the recent ﬁublications of James
Gilmowr (1972), Melville Watkins (1971, 1977); Crabbé and Spry (1973) and

Larry McCann (1982) to see.thaf Innis and the Innisian interpretation of

staple development still incite" comment in this modern day.

These books and many others stand as testimony to the endurance o

-~

. and relevance of the uniquely Canadian th;me of staple studiés in this

" country. It is‘also testimony'to the importance of the work of Harold

.
Innis and othgré in, developing this singularly enduring line of enquiry ’ o

in- Canadian geography and social studies.. It implied, however, am approach to

the relationship betwéen the natural environment and human agency, the

. significénce of ‘'which has been neglected by commentatars. Having now

provided~backgfound information on Innis' work and its classical interpretatioms,

we céﬁ fully,ﬁdcus on the analysis of Innis’' approach to the theme of

man - nature relationships. . ~



! . -
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Chapter Two: Innis' Treatment of the Natural
Environment - Human Agency Themé

. . -

The previous chagper ;ntroduééd Hareld Innis and thé numerous

schools of interpretation that have evolved out of studies of his work.

- O ‘ \
They have been many and varied. ‘

In’ this chapter, Innis' treatment of the human agency - natural

~‘enviromment controversy is examined via his views on the role of staple goods in

_ " Canadian development. To place Innis' work within -2 broader context the i

~ first part of the chaptef will deal with the widef range’éf‘opinion on the

-

human agency.- envirommental determinism issue and the poééibilist position

‘wevolving out of the work of Vidal de la Blance. After placing Innis' work

in context with this widgr debate, his staﬁdﬂwill bé‘ehhancgdlthaﬁks to a
comparisén,with the position of other contemporary'ahtﬁors and most notably
with Griffith Taylor and W.&. Mackintosh.

2.1 The Evolution of .Environmental f Coe
Determinism and Possibilism-.

In 1859 two seemingly ﬁnre;ated events took place t?at would h;ve a

préfand impact upon géoéraphf. Firstly, it was the year that Alexander Gon

Humboldt and Car; Ritﬁer‘&ied signalingf§ﬁd,end to the "Classical"” era in

geography kHartshérné,llgél; p; 84). During this era explanation.was derived

from data collected firsthand.  Following fheir deaths a sustained imrterest

in the contribution of geolbgisté vaulfed geomorphology to the foreground

o

0of geographic research. The new subdiscipline, based on the foundations of

LR
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‘the natural sciences, was to exercise great influence over the discipline

of geography. . . -

-

- Herein lies the influence of the second event to occur that year.

Charles Darwin's Origins of'Species_ was published. Darwin's work
precipitated the development of aoﬁaterialistic, scientific philosophy

which emphasized natural laws and éaﬁsality with mechanical as opposed to
teleological explanation (H&lt—Jensen, 1980, p. 20). Broadly speaking,

the primary research focused argﬁnd Aiscovering the laws of nature and
withiﬁ " human geography this interest traﬁsmuted to a detefmiﬁistic view
of human existence in a-combat of survival with nature (Holt Jensen, p. 24).
Friedrich Ratzel was the chief proponent of this Spencerian concept of
survival of the fittest amongst.the humaﬁ population and,through his ﬁisciplé
Ellen Churchill Semple, his work became widely known in the United States.
Environmental determinism influenced geographic research well into the
twentieth century. The principal argument of the environmental détermidéts
was ;hat humans'were subject to and governed by the same natural laws-as
other species on the earth. Humans were struggling for survival within the
parameters determined gpé’;;%psed upon them by nature. Within this strugéle

S -

the natural environmeﬁglheld sway and thus all human éétivity was defined
by natural forcesjf Attempts at explaining human activity or at defining.
the natural léyé/that determined human activity, were influenced by the
Eelie! that nafure was the dominant partner in the human- environment

relationship.

Counter to the environmental determinists with their mechanistic

“and materialistic forms were the possibilists, notably the geographers of. the



French school of geography. The term péssibilists was derived from the

work of Lucien Febvre who in 1922 stated "there are no neceséitigs; oﬁly
possibilities" (Holt-Jensen, 1980, p. 26). Possibilism, as a ?eac;ion

against environmental determinisﬁ, has usually been portrayed as a movement -
that placed human agencgggpove the influence of thg enviropment.

To paint the French school of geography with such a broad}possibiiist

'brush is far too simplistic an act (Berdoulay, 19%6; p: 176). ?he ?regcﬁ :
school of geography that evolved out of the: work ijvidal dé la Blache had

a much more highly refined ﬁiew of the re£;;ionship of humans fo tﬁeir

environment. As I will try to show, it was thié more highly refined view

that manifested itself in the work of Harold Innis and which sets his treat=

ol puae

ment of the role of the natural enmvironment apart from the contributions of :

his Canadian contemporaries.

v

According to Derek Gregory (1980, p. '2) Vidal de la Blache acted as

.

e tar o Bl

a mediator between the two extreme views of’Emile Durkheim and Fredrich Ratzel.
- - . : .

Durkheim reduced geography to social morphology and Ratzel placed human .

/ -
activity in a position with the enviromment that invited 2 deterministic

S L

viewpoint. Berdoulay (1976, p. 176) suggest; that Vidal's early rejection '

of environmental detérminism had roots in his milieu and his gime:A'specificélly

French idealism in the form of spiritualism. French idealism stressed man's '

spiritual nature and de-emphasized all forms of materialistic ahd‘méchanistic‘
uﬁy,determinism. It was out of this spiritualism that what'Berdoulaf cglled .

radical possibilism evolved  (ibid, p. 176) . ‘Opposite to this radical

‘possibilism existed the materialist, reductionist, positivist position of

|

Emile Durkheim and others (ibid, p. 177). This position engendered causal ' |
1

i

explanations and deterministic biases.

.



-

- -

TPe existence of these two extremes in French scholarship had the

effect of creating two camps: - one wWhere man was passive, the other where

1 3

the environment was passive or”designed to accommodate human activity.

Thanks to Neo-kantian foundations, the uniqueness of Vidalian
2
geogfaphy was its success in providing a middle ground between radical

t -
possibilism and envirommental determinism (Berdoulay, 1976, 1981). Vidal

de la Blache and his followers recogﬁized éhe piimacy of the human spirit,
but diq.notlreéect the influence of the natural environment. Humée activity,
1inkea to cultural and technological development, could create any form
of legitimate geographical organization, the.legitiﬁacy of the geogravhic
form being determined solely on the basis of cultural determinants. By the
same token, the ﬁumber of‘gifferent forms and combinations that human activity
cou;g‘:éke was founded by the finite number of combimations and forms the
natural environment would tolerate. Man was free to organize his world
while recognizing the bounds of the rtealities of the natural realm (Berdoulay,
1976, p. 178).

It is important to understand the position of Vid:_ e che‘and
the French possibilists because a similar balanced view ﬁould manifest
itself in the worg of Harold Innis.

. 2.2 Innis' Approach to the Environment -
Human Agency Controversy

-

Innis' assessment of the role of envirodment in influencing economic

development was formulated with an eye tbwards the debate between environmental

determinism and possibilism.  Innis was familiar with the works of both

¥
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Ellsworth Huptingionz.the "enviroumental determinist", and Vidal de la Blache,
the "possibilist”, and Innis is known to-have favoured the work of the French

"sossibilist" geographers (Neill, 1967, p. 83). -

Innis demonstrated his possibilist leanings in a number of book reviews
during the 1920's. He quite often judged d;works' merit according to its

position v{s—é-vis a possibilist‘interprétation of events (ibid, 1967, p. 83).
One of his most revealing reviews was for Marion Newbigin's book, Canada,

the Great River, the Lands and the Men. Innis Laudeﬁ Newbigin, a geographer

-

’

of known possibilist persuasion, for her articulation of both the geographical

and cultural factors in the development of Ganada. In his review, Iﬁnis.quoted

L

a particular passage of Newbigin's book where she wrote, "that while the

; . ) M
‘great facts of relief cannot be changed by man's action, their significance
varies with his state of development" (Innis, 1927, pp. 497-498). At the

same time Innis was quick to ‘point out the weakness of Newbigin's text. He
- -

noted Newbigin's lack of reference to Ellen ChurcHill Semple's Americam History

a
and its Geographic Conditiong. He also takeé'exception to Newbigin's

excessive attention to the activities of individuals (ibid, p. 497) and the

ovefemphasis on human "technology (ibid, p. 498). Although Innis would -

support Newbigin's conclusion about the endless possibilities emerging from

the relétionship of '"mam and plaﬁe togetheé" (ibid, p. 498) he also suggeéts

that Miss Newbigin might have fqund the possibilities not quite so endless had

she only dedicated herself ro mgre thorough stud?. It stands only as "a

-

partially successful atteﬁpt to show the influence of the St. Lawrence on
Canada's development' (ibid, p. 498).

Innis was reluctant to acgept such a strongly possibilist view as

that put forward by Marion Newbigin. Innis did use Newbigin's Commercial

e -

e

- -
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Geograghz'as a text in 1927-28, but he also included Ellswortthﬁﬁtiugton
on his reading list for a class’ for honors economics students in 1934- 35
(Tompklns 1966, pp. 174-175). It was thlS ‘traic, of balance that dominated

Innis' work on the role of environment. As early as 1923 in his A Historz

of the Canadian Pocific Raiiway he wrote that the spread of Western'civil—

ization in Canada’ was dependent on the geographic characterlstics of the

area and on the character and inSCltuthnS’Of the people lnvolved (Innls,
' 1971 p. L). Con51stent with the Vidallan approach Innis set out -t0

define the broad barriers-of the phy51cal env1ronment of Canada which gave

~

deflnltron to the activities of our forefathers. In 1923 Innis wrote,

- "The rapldlty and direction of the growth of civillzatlon
© were largely dominated by the physical characterlstlcs,
the geological formation, the climate, the topographical
features, and the consequent flora and fauna which these
conditions produced. (Innls. 1971, p- l)..

For Innls, the pr1nc1pal topographical features that determined the
dlrectlon of Subsequent Canadlan development were the principal dralnage
'ba51ns of the Hudson Bay, the Arctic Ocean the St Lawrence - Great Lakes,
and the territory west. of the Rocky Mountains dralned by the Pacific Ocean

(ibid, pp. 1-2).. It was the heights of land that delimited these bdsins

which were of critical importance. Not only did they define the drainage

] N * -

.basins, they acted as barriers to exploration and as barriers to human
settlement (ibid, p. 2). |

On the strengrh of thesc staoements;'it oould-be eésy:to‘dismiss
Innis 55'5 decerminist. Racher,.these Statements serve to glve definition
. te the realities of tbe énvironment faclng thoso who inltragly came to

Canada. The presence of the Canadian_?aclflc Railway, serv1ng as tanglble

evidence of humans overcoming phﬁéical barriers (Innis, 1971, p. 2) brings
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Innis'.recognition of the balance between environment and humans, back

to, the forefront. The cultural and technological capacity of the Canadian
"society balanced out the natﬂfal barriers of our environment. Innis was
aware of this in 1923 when he wrote his history of the C.P.R. and he

presented the whole of his understandiﬁg of the balance between humans

“and their environmenﬁ in his §eﬁinal-work:'The Fur Trade in Canada.

-

2.3 The Fur Tia@e in Canada:
Innis' Balanced Statement

The Fur Trade in Canad: s _written because Innis felt that his

previous book A History of the Canadian Pacific Railway, had only uncovéred
the tip of the true reality of Canada. The Canadian Pacific Railway was
merely the extension of a much older economic order based on water and

the railreoad was the tangible evidence of civilization transcending the

boundaries of nature (Innis, 19?1,Lp. 2).  The Fur Trade was.writﬁen to

discover that the true‘unity of Canada was based on water aﬁd fur and
not on the ariificial inﬁerpretation resting on Coﬂfederation_and the
C.P.R. (Creighton, 1957, p. 58).

Tﬁe Fur Trade is Innis' seminal work. It'not only established him

- ’ .

as a scholar but it also contained his most préfoﬁnd statements. on thg .
balance between human activitf and envirorment. 5It-cﬁ;onicled'the
relatioaship.bbtwegn the téchnological and cultur#l changes of early'

settlement societies in the face of certain geographic realities.  In the

conclusion to The Fur Trade Imnis wrote,

Y IPY
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Fundamentally the civilization of North America is
the civilization of Europe and the interest of this
volume is primarily in the effects of a wvast new land
area on European civilization. (Innis, 1977a,p. 383)

Clearly, Innis recognized that the natural environment and

civilization were equal partners. The Fur Trade was a possibilistic

interpretation of the hyplav between these two partners that reSulted .
in the Nation of Canada Innis firde described the geographic features
.of the area dominated by the Canadian Shield and St Lawrence Valley to’
give definition to the subsequent flourishment of Indian and European
c1v1lazation on thie continent. T | |
For tne first European settlers.in Canada the tranSition was

Jparticularl} difficult. The cultural traits of these people were S0
deeplv embedded that ‘the- eg;essary cultural adaptation to a new environ; )
_ ment was very slow._ Initial European reaction was to. reiocate their .
cld culture in thislnew land,and'to do s0o required,the obtaining of a .
commodity;which waslor Sufficient.value and in sufficient denand.to‘finance
'this transfer. -
| ‘ It was the existence of the‘beaver.and of irs pelts for ﬁelting
that provided this commodityt"But the exiStence of: the beaver was itaelf
'only a produet of this unigque topographical reality of the area dominated
'by-the Canadian Shield.,'The geological and*climatological make-up of the
area precluded the eristence of an agrigulturally based native culture
: which might otherwise-compromise the particular living habit of the ;
beaver (Innis, l977a,p.v§83). ’ |

| The French,'aa the_initial European presence in Canada, came to'

rely enclusively on the fur trade to maintain themselves and their culture
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in Canada. As they came to rely more on ﬁeaver theyfbecame increasingly
dependent on the native population and their culture whi;h evalved in
response to the“natural enQironment. The clash of the'underdeveloped
i ,/B;cive culture with.fhé European culture saw the eventual collapse of the
~__ Tmative culture and the adoption of their particular teéhniques by the
French so tba} thy could actively pursue the fur trade (Innis, 1977a,
pp. 35858-389). The use of the ﬁirch bark canoe by the French was a
deliberate éultural adaptation to transcend the natural barriers to
civilization as manifested in the heights of land between'and.wi;hin the
drainage sysféhs; The canoce éf“the native people allowed the French to
extend themselves into the continent in éearch of new saﬁrcesfof furs.
As the French extended their search of furs into the interior via the -
river svstems of the Shield, ch? form of organization reéuired to

successfully run the trade grew increasingly ménopoiistic. The capital
investment required to finance a trans-Atlantic vqoyage involving high
overhead costs and sufficient quantities of tradé goods necessitated the
existence of a monopoly form of control. Moﬁopolies in the fur trade
were supportgd by the monoﬁbly structure of Euﬁope (Innis, 19774a,p. BéO).
The internal structure of the futr trade in Canaaa ient itself to a more
competitive position and as the lines of communication became‘incréasingly
longer the nature of the trade allowed for personal competitiveness id a
protected monopoly. Tﬁe extension of the fur trade into the interior
meant that the colony of New Franée‘Qas increasingly engaggd in the
transporﬁation of fur and goods during the navigation seas;ﬁt—ffﬁe neglect

of all other activities placed the colony irn an increasingly intimate

relationship with France. The colony became reliant on France for milifary

|
l
X
|
|
i
|
é



aid in securing the fur routes and the political control of the colony.

reflected the paternal attitude of Old France (Innis, 1977a,p 391)

The complete centralization of the institutions of the cOIOny were a

direct result of.a complete reliance‘on the exploitation‘of_furs.
PR v . . . ] o ST -
- The adoption of native technique.to allow for the more active

-

pursuit of  the beaver precipitated a'chltural re-adjustnent in the'FrenCh

~.

‘regime in Canada that facilitated the pdrsult of the béaver while at the.

same time making it even more dependent on’ the mother countrv and on

European culture.

. .{ . -
In contrast to-the French response to the pressure of énvironment
on culture was the Hudson's Bay Conpany. ‘ln;l776 the Hudson's Bay

Companv was given a royal charter to engage in trade in any of the terv'

~,

rltorles it happend to flnd 1n the" search of the North-West Passage.
The British presence to the north'of the‘French colonv put them.ln 3 direct
p051tlon of competltlon Wlth the French who were forced to go further

to the 1nterlor 1n_the‘search for beaver, The Hudson Bay Company solved

‘4

the‘problem of high overhead costs'by.a form of rlgld central control

» -

in London that established fiﬁed prices on furs and their value in relation

- to. trade goods and the maklng of each post a self- suff1c1ent entity:
(Innls, l977a pp- 123 142) The Indlan middle men penetrated the interior

on behalf of the~anpany thus.reducing the additional costs of.transportation

. B A . - . . . !
to the interior (ibid, p. 143). The centralization of the Company was

* -

nearly its undoing (ibid, p. 145). Penetration of the Canadian traders of

Montreal following‘the conquest of New France cut across the head watersg of

.the‘Hudson'Bay drainage system and cut off the Company from irs internal
sources of furs and ‘removed the Indian middlemen from the «Company- system

oo ; . . . "
s . , )
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(Innis, 197E1,§p. 1514153).f The" Company was forced to completely'overhadl
its organizat10nal framework and to begin to actively participate in the
obtainlng of furs in the 1nterior .of  the c0untry (ibid, pp 153- 159)

—— Organlzatlonal re-adjustment was' 1mportant ‘but it was the appllcation of °

new communlcatlon.technology,that would dinsure the.domznance of the

Hudson Bay COmpany.

) ' .
The success of the Hudson Bay Company over the French and later

Engllsh traders of the Northwest COmpany based at Hontreal was due to

g .
‘the application og new techniques to industry and improved techniques in
'the.area of communication. P -

The struggle between the French and Engllsh\ln the fur trade came
down to who could develop better technique, part1ca1arly transportatlon )
technlque, in response to the natural barriers -to the pursuir of the’ trade.
fhe'traaers out of Montreal enjoyed a measure of advantage in the north-

.west ghile the Hudson Bay‘Company're—orgaaized; .ﬁowever, Canadian traders
could not'combat,the geographieal‘advantage the_Compan§ enjoyed. The
cost of traﬁsportationiof goods from'England was still in the Companyls_
favour. Hudaan Bay, locatedfin tioaer,proximity'to the source of furs;
greatly reduced the costs of-penetrating the iaterior.

The pg;seas;on of.Hudson'ﬁayAby;rirtue of its positipn vis-a-vis

- the area ef marketable fur'couid te taken as an improvement of tommunication
technique t& the British. Shits from Britain eould penetrate virtual;y

" to the heart of.the:cqntineat_thua greatlylreducing‘the orerhead costa

"'of transportation and the costs of the goods they carried. The St. Lawrence
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) routeﬁrequired_that.the trade goods to}oe exchanged for the'furs vould-
‘have.to-cross more.territory before-they could be used. This crossing'

of the Shield via the Ottawa, and later the Great Lakes to the Saskatchewan.l
_and Assinboine River systems (Innis, 19773 p 109) necessita@ed the con—'
tinual breaklng down. of the cargo into manageable units dictated by the

river systems and the canoe ‘as the chief form of eommunicatlon teehnology

The Company, by v1rtue of the nature %f the rivers dralning 1nto Hudson Bayv

could avoxd using canoes and apply the use of "York boats" (Innls 1977 .a,

-

pp. 158-159 and Innis, l979,'p. 66). The Montreal traders of the.North-

West Company were forced to-move smaller amounts of goods over.longer distances ‘s
) . ‘ , >

because of their‘transport routes and teehnology (Innis, 1977a, p. 206;'np.'
5

714-218) Even wlth the utlllzatlon of boats ‘on the Great” Lakes and .roads. . 2

(ibid, pp. 222-224), the system of supplles and food provrslons needed

S

further added to the costs of pursulng the fur trade“(ibid). By contrast

the Hudson Bay Company was a model of smmp11c1ty It was geographacally

- -

favoured.by the bay and 1ts-dra1nage system. Consmderlng the central ‘-
'1mportance of water transport in- thls perlod, 1t enJOyed the luxury of
R ' A

superior.communication teehnology | - Mereover, by the improvement of thlS

technology ("York boats™)} the Company exhibited a marked advantage over—the

ipferior technoiogy ofithe-Montreal traders. Even wnen these traﬁers - '; o,

inproved'tﬁeir communicat;on technique they:cdnld'not_closetthe gap between‘ .
- A N '

_ themselves and the Hudson Bay Company. e

-
. h

The confrontation between European civilization and the environment
of Canada was the. development of a Canada that was the-end product of

.

European civilization, successfully exploiting the many-possibiiities offered

" by the ndfural environmént. ‘The Canadian Shield; the St. Lawrence and Hudson
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¢ -

Bay"dradnage systems ftnctioned .as the milieu bhe;ein European civilization

was sucgessfully transplanted to the North Ame:ican continent. Rather than

-

\

act as a barrier, the natural environment provided avenues for the full .

flbqrishiﬁg of human activity on the new continent.w-InniS'rejepted the

va

.notion that our enviromment dominated. Canada's existence as a nation was

) - : ‘ a ; ' '
testimony to the capacity of human ageénts to take advantage-of natural’

P

opportunity, accerding to their cultural and technological development,
and to create a new geographic organizatlon..'It #as this belief in the

"dual role of nature and -human ‘agency, that led Innis to state,
: . . . ’ - .‘ ) . F
The present Dominion emerged not in spite of geography, *
" but dbecause of it.  (Immis, 1977a,p. 393).

In The Fur Trade in Canada Innis.encapsulatéd his pbsiciqn on -the
inter-relatedness of human. agents -and their environment. This position
had a clear poséibilist heritage in that it recognized'environmentai

realities, but also lay heavy emphasis upon human Cultqral.and'téchnologicai
" ] .. . . . : ‘. i ) ) "
capacities to overcome natural barriers apd create a new geographic "image

of human activity on the earth's .surface. The natural enviromment was not
an adversary nor a passive scene in Innis' work. Rather, it neared a

position of equality with humans and it was the combination of these fqtcés :
and the interplay Between:the two, that created the unique geographic entity -
that was and still is Canada. -~ T

- 3

2.4 1Innis Expands upon the Themes of ; : -
ThHe Fur Trade a ' _ oot

£

The natural environment, as proﬁider and ‘prohibitor, and man's
- ability to érans;éﬁd these natural boundaries were the themes of Innis! .
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- will of the natural environment was manifested in the water ways of Canada

40 -

- -

The Fur Trade. . AS base tHemes they.took definite shape in Innis"subsequent

.

o treatment of the Heveloﬁment of human settlement in Canada. For Innis, the .

L

and wanté response was made manifest in the-role of technﬁlogy, principally
transportation technology, as a factor in-Canadiaﬁ developﬁent.

Innis, in his 1931 ;rticle, "Transpoi;ation7é$ a Factor in Canadian
Economic History" (Innis, 1979, pp. 62-77), presented perhéps his bégt
description of the_relationspip between the natural environment and"the
will of humans. The Atlantic Ocean was a barrier to westward expan;ion until
the advent of superior sailing ships and navigational technology. The initial
penetration of the Nérth American continent was hindered:$§ a lack iof navigable
.iivers’and the absenge of an exploitable staplé-commodity. Eventually, the

“continent was penetrate&_by éhe Europeans, wﬁ@iwere confronted by‘a formidable
barrier, -the Canadiaénéhield.

" The Canadian Shiéld had the priﬁciéle role‘in the emergence of the
rivers as key det;rminants of hqman activity in Canada. The resistant Shield
was i;ft, aéter tge retreat of‘ice sheet$;'as’a fairly level_éurface studded
with lakes and rivers. 1Its jouthful topography Sffered nu@eroué bafrier§ and
-would be fhe‘pccésion for-portggés and breaks in thehwéter joufneys; When

Toev .
the Shield met-yoﬁnger,_wgaker formaticas, two pringiple water courses, the '

St. Lawrence to the northeast and the MacKenzie to the north-west, emerged.

These waterways and the areas they drained were the, "expressways" of the

' -

‘fur trade. The'Shield_éered to erect barriers and funnel human activity

-

: élong the water routes. It also provided the necessary commodity of fur so

:;as to allow for the successful development of human activity in Canada. The

!



"rivers were the key that allowed European cultural and technologicai impetus
to transcend the environment and create a new geographical realiéy. The

Shield was an active but not a negative partner to the Europeans.

s

" The ﬁature.of the waterways placéd tecﬁnique in the posipioh of

- : :
strategic importance. Transportation technique bectme the most important

element in Canadian development. As Innis noted,

The comparative ease in which the transport unit was
borrowed and adapted or devised to meet the demands of
the water routes, gave the waterways a position of
domindnt importance in the molding of types of economic
. and political structures. (Innis, 1979, p. 66) )

The nature of the water routes made the use and upgrading of trams- .7

poertation teéhnique paramount. The success of the Hudson Bay Company over’
the traders of Mohtreal was due to the fact that the Bay represented an
improvement in transport technique by virtue of its position with respect

to the source of furs. As well, the rivers flowing to the Bay could

accommodate the York boat, a sizeable improvement upon the canoe which was

- -

the principal means of transport of the St. Lawrence system. Transportation
technique engendered a particular form of organizational development.

Innis wrote,

The canoe as a technological unit of production .
engendered a certain form of organization which -
was in turn surpassed by a superior technique -

the York boat - in Hudson Bay. In turn this

technique was associated with an appropriate
organizational development. (Innis, 1979, pp. 64-65)

Innis held that the natural environment, particularly the water ways,
demanded 2 particular technological and socio-economic development. The

St. Lawrence system engendered a particular technology and organization

and the Hudson Bay system quite another. The émergence of the Hudson Bay

.
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Company as the dominant fur trading system was testimdﬁy to its geographic

advantage and the superior technological and.organizatignal develdpment .
that emerged as a result of its natgral setting. T

Eﬁéﬁ'as fur declined in importance, the influence of the drainage
basi& was not diminished (Inn;s, 1979, pp. 66-71). Lumbering replaced
fur in the St. Lawrence area and was even more bound to the water ways than
before. Lumbering initiated ﬁhe growth in population which put heavy demands
in the existing transport. This was overcome by a period of caﬁal building
to traverse the heights of land between rivers and the lakes. Steam
locomotion was inﬁroduced fo the water transportation system. " These techno-

“ .

logical improyements to the system required social re-adjustmént manifested
irn the rise of responsible govermment to finance these activities. The
railroad, which was the extension of the-watgr routes, demanded in turn
social re-organization in the form of Confederation to finance its expansion.
The railroad, although an extension of the water ways, effectively signaled
the end of the dominance of water transport and the natural barriers Immis
noted és principal partners to human exiétence. The Innisian pattern held
that the natural environment made it possible and profitable to exploit staple
commodities and that staple expleitation at each successive stage of develop-
ment emphasized the application of transport technology and re-adjustments in
the socio-economic structures of Canada to accommodate the changes brought
on by the application of new transport (Ianis, 1979, pp. 73-74).

At the root of Innis' treatment of the economic history of Canada

was the role of thé enviromment. It dictated the conditions of existence

and emphasized the capacity of individuals and societies to adjust to these
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dictates. Innis saw that in a new té%ritory freshly penetrated by European

‘civilization that the natural environment would play a principal rYole watil

such time that human activity would create a new geographic pattern within

that natural environment. The natural setting of Canada established certain

parameters, notably, the role of the river systems in dictating human aétivity.

¢ .
However, at the same time, Innis recognized that technology developed in

-

reséonsé to this environment allowed the Europeans to fully exploit the

riches of the country. .

The building pf the Canadian Pacific Railroad, taken to be the?
manifestation of op; iiberat;pn from the environment and the prinéipal‘step
towards nationhood, was to Innis, an e#tenéion of an older water system
that was the direct conéequence of cértain undeniable realities. This is

-

what prompted Innis to say we existed because of our geograph} and not in -
spite of ;t. Canada for Innis was the natural consequence of the meeting of
the natural enviromment and human beings. Our history is the history of the
meeting of these two forces. §oth these elements had a role to plaf in
shaping Canada and Innis presented them, not as confrontationist.forces, but
as equal elements, each contributing to the Canadian mosaic.

To add definition to Innis' treatment of Canadian geography thg@pext'

sections will deal with Innis in comparison with Griffith Taylor and with

William Mackintosh, two of Innis' contemporaries.

2.5 Harold Innis and Griffith Taylor

As was shown in Chapter One Harold Innis played an intimate role in

recruiting Griffith Taylor for the chair of- Geography at the University of

[I —

N
-
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Toronto. - From that position Taylor went on to become the “father" of

écédgmic‘geographg'in English Canada wich the deéartment he created.”
:5f:'//,Ihér¢-cén Bé no'§oubé.that Griffith Tay;S?‘came down solidly ;n
..the sidé_6f>environméntal'determinigm. Taylo;'s principal disagreément
with Ehe‘poésibil§st posiéion was iys %eafch for areas where man exercised
:hislﬁoyers over nature whiie-;ending to’ ignore the vastiy greater importance
"of enyironmentgl kdntrols oﬂ mosﬁ.parts of the world (Taylor, 1942, p. 2).
‘.Tag‘lo'f..wlfxo was -prinéipallf concerned with the widespread sterile eart‘n

" surfaces (ibid, p-"67) felt. that deterministic viewpoin:s nurtured in

T -

this’ field.refletted a longrange perspective on the environment's control

of. human activitv. " The possibilist perspective was short range and narrow

'1n perspectlve (1b1d, p- 2). Taylor held the notion that the natural

env1ronment determiped the route of advance and humans only controlled the

- rate of progress {(ibid, p. 4)..,Thls was the essence of Taylor's "Stop and

Go Determinism'. Taylor stated in 1946 (p. 358),
Man is like the traffic controller in a large city

"who alters the rate but not the direction of progress.

So also is man able to accelerate, slow or stop the
progress of a country's development. But he should not, -.
if he is wise, depart {rom the directions as indicated by
the natural - envlronment.

Armed w1th this determlnistlc mind set Griffith Taylor turhed to

-~ -

:examining the.Canadian situation. Taylor produced a host of art;cles that
followed along the same track as his earlier works on Australia. He wished
~ to examine Canada's potential to expand its pqpulatioﬁ ané to explore the-

. : » .
nation's future situation, The key to Taylor's understanding of. Canada's
situation was the effect of ciimate on human settlement. To understand

. this effect was to understand Canada's present and future settlement pattern

- .. . -



. g (Taylor,.1§37, pp. 360-70). Taylor .used homoclimes to predict Canada's
x fuﬁure. ﬁBmdclimesrinvolved comparing regions of . like climate in Canada

-

- and elsewhere to- develop.models for the future of thdsé,regions in~Canada.
Tvga There can be no doubt that Taylor came down clearly on the side of
thg.dgterministsf Taylér made his most profound anti-possibilist statement

- in his 1937.pook Environment, Race and Higrationll He wrote,

T Canada seems to offer a good field to test the validity
' ‘of the "Possibilism" theories of-certain-geographers.
They believe that man is not controlled by his environment
but -that he himself decides which of" ﬁossiblesgethods of
exploitation of nature he shall pursue. The.writer uses
- the term "We-ocratic" to express this idea thit many can .
choose his own path in life. And the term "Geographic" :
to indicate the philosophy of Humboldt and Ratzel (control -

+'  _by enviromment) to which he himself adheres ... But a ;,f_ -

student of hot, arid Australia or cold sterile Canada
is likely to be a little more doubtful if man really has
much control over nature (1937, p. 865).

féylor:placed Canada]Q future squ#rely under the contrgl of nature
and Aiémisséd_any possibiligt argément to the contrary. Taylof felt that
the‘fur-trade,.lugber, wheat, ete., were merely the end:;esults of nature's
'bouﬁty and éhé inévitable dévelopment of an expanding ﬁaéiop in'a éiven
env1ronment (lbld, PP- 365 367) Taylor dismissed any possibilist

contentions about human choice by advocatlng that choice was determlned
. 3N .
by nature. Taylor was so convinced of thé"érimacy'of nature that he stated,

it is thefggézial duty and privilege of the geographical
workers in’ Caabda to see that the future millions of
Canada aré settled where, nature has furnished the best
environment for them (ibid, m. 370).

Taylor attacked the 'we-ocrats" or possibilists for their stance.

v

Taylor represented that extreme of the determinist/radical possibilist

)

spectrum which could not accept human agency as a prime mover. His

|
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arguments against pogsibiiism were directed toﬁards that équally extreme
possibilis£ position tﬁat‘dismissed the influence of natﬁre.‘ 1t was.
the middle ground that Innis'dccupied.

| From tbe niddle ngund Innis offered an interesting contrast to .
Ta&lor. Taylor atéemﬁteazto expléin the Canada of his day as the product
of_ciimaﬁe, notablf Cempefatures, while Innis saw Canadaugs the Qroduct
af environment and.human égency jointly shaping the nation. QTaylor viewed
the Canadian Shiéid as a barren area that channeled human occupancy to
more amendable regions along its periphery's (1947, pi'lQS). Innis also’
recognized tle Shiéid as‘a barrer but at the same time it provided avenu;s
to cross that bairier. éhe‘natives and later the Euprgans used the rivers
to diqznish the influencé-of the barrier. Their succesé was a direct
_reflection of human ageqéy transcending natural barriers: - Taylor had
dismissed the Maritimes as underdeveloped im relation to thé rest of the
nation by virtue of its poor natural endowment (Taylor,.l947, p. 125).
For Innis any failure of the Maritimes was not only a_ﬁroduct of its
ngtural endownent. The manner in which the area was orgagized and
de;eloped to take advanﬁage of the natural endowments and the manner in
which the érea was expoéea te changing glebal finan;ial-and political
influences have much more strength in explaining its weak poéition
within. the continental picture (Imnis, 1979, p. 42). < -

The contrast betwegn Taxlor's and Innis’' positions is quite evident.

Taylor was an environmental determinist who used hig pqsifion to project
Canada into a future defined by the dictates of nature; Innis chose to

- see Canada as a ﬁroduct,of the joint influence of nature and humans and
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any efforts at descrlblns Canada were sure to include recognition of the

influence of mnature in forg;ng, with humans, the pattern of" human settlement.'

-

Innis combined sn intimate awareness Dﬁ history'and geography and the manner

X : . . . . . .‘.';\ . ]
in which humans{and nature fused thelr respectlvenlnfluences.to producera

unique entity. Innis pushed Chls view hecause he belleved that any under-

standing of present time conditlons requlred an understanding of the forces

that shaped the development of present day phenomena.-

© It is emlnently clear that the "possibilist" Innis would have 'no
common ground w;th the "determlnlst Taylo:.--Moreover_Taylor examined the

L . . . :
Canadlan scene with an eye to predlctlng the future.  Innis used an

apprecxatlon of geographlcal forces to prov1de a view of the forces that

created*Canada. Innis combined_history and geography in the manner oﬁ.the

French school to create an ‘understanding of modern phenomena..A more
. ”~

revealing picture of the uniqueness of Innisf treatment of geographic factors

P - - . . L. . - . .~ .
as created out of the comparison of his work with that of his ‘contemporary.

historians and political economists. - ) .

< 2.6 The Env1ronmental Theme Among’ Contemporary
Hlstorlans and Polltlcal Economists

We have already seen that Innis-had'developea a unigue interpretation

of the role of the natural enviromment from his exposure te the work of

Vidal de 1la .Blache. The uniqueness of this position becomes even clearerl
- - . . . . a :
when put up_ against the wbrks of Innis" English‘Canadian contemporaries:in

history and political economy.

Early English Canadzan history was domlnated by sentimental tles to

‘A,
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Groat Britain:with the history of Canada recorded as the emefgoncefof ' &,1'
a Brittanio:oommunit§ in Nq;:ﬁ Aoerica with a shared heritage and institutaonal
development (Cateless, 1954,pp. 2-3). This highly nationalistic school of ' -
- history did much to orojeot Caﬁada as ao independent entity from the Unite&u.‘
States. However the lack of understandiog or attention to social;:econooic,

and cultural forces by this early school gave rise to a new school of historians
with a nationalism centred on the unigqueness of Canada both from the United

States and Great Britain. Canadian desires for nationhood and self :

determination were rooted in the native North American enviromment “built

~

upon the concept of frontier a la Turner whence mar came into intimate:contact

with the environment",(Careless, 19854, p._S).

.

" This Canadlan school saw the forces shaptd bv human contact wlth the -

.

natural envzronment creatlng a new nation and a'\orth Amerlcan society This

school of hlstorlans held that through the contlnuous process of adaptatlon

to the env1ronment an Amerlcan content had steadlly grown in Canada wzthln

-external'forms'of government, society,'or culture inhe:ited.f;om Britain.or‘

5
o~

.\France (lbld» PP- 5-6)
| - The promlse in this theme lay 1n compareng Canadlan and United States ;
"history-and develop&ng the North American cootent of Canadaan history. Car?less
-:noted that:the membéts of‘this school took over the genétal-tone and oood_of
Turnet and. hls followers but d1d llttle-to examine Canada from the standpoint
:of the prec1se tenets of the frontler thesxs (ibld. p 6)

-The romantic excitement of Turner's hypothe51s was a strong one and it .

was not lost on those Canadian scholars searching for an explanation of .

Canadian deveiopment; 'A.R.M.fLower; in his 1946 book Colony to Nation captured
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the essence of the romanticism of the Caaadian iaterpretatibn of the Turner
thesis!Lower (1946, pp.’ 47-48) wrote,

... it is remarkable, and a tribute to the essential
element of truth in Turner's amalysis, that French

life and society in America. departed considerably from
authoritarianism and in spirit approached English life
and. society in America... Men were measured by their
“abilities for the task at hand... nor could pioneering
skill be bought... in all pioneeragricultural society,
where nature is strong and man is weak, social equality
is the rule, a strong sense of personal values prevailed,
an empiric rather than a traditional measurement of
men's values.

4

‘No;th American demoaracy was forest bqrn;
The school aaw the: frontier as the iméatus to b;eak‘ald bondsigo
Europe, igﬁo;ingfmafitime infiuencea {Careless, 195&,'pJZlS)iand:developing
a-cbauviaist}c attituda'ﬁowaras tha fqaaes of thé frontier; Lower
aommepted Eha; the s;aplelrepraséated_the exdess:of metropolitan'démana
:from~fufope. Thé ansat,af_respéasibieAgoﬁefnﬁeat'ia Canada put'tha‘natian
" on the sa;e pach“aa ahe.Unitéd States; lbcal metropolitanism and‘the
p051t1ve effects of a contlnental v1ewp01nt (Lower, 1946, pp 198- 200)
An endurlng legacy of this school has been the "Canada as poor
sister of the Unlted States" viewpoint. Canada was an extension of American
physiograﬁhic‘featurés and hela out of-their‘rightful place by emoaion and‘
the'chance evenas of history (Careless, 1954, p. 13}; The school took a
chauvinistic attitude towards coantinental forces sp;inging from the
vitality of the frontier and emphasized the material environment while
. downt playing external forcas and the role of tradition, custom, and ideas .

(ibid, pp. 13-14). B

Rl WU SUNGRTING U SR DG e
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2.7 William Mackintosh And The Frontier Thesis

As tne.Canadian'editor of the'“canadian Frontiers'of Settlement" .
series William A. Mackintosh influenced much of tng publications that
followed the environmentalist from hlS interpretation of Canadian history
As a Professor of Political and Economic Science at Queen s Univer51ty
- Mackintosh developed a modek_of incremental growth that saw Canada move.
from a pioneer to an international economf upon the strength of world BRI

‘market staples (Drache, 1978 P- 12) Much of_the ground.work in Mackintosn's

*

model was layed out in his 1923 -article "Economic'Factors:in_Canadign

~
.

History". : S - e _ T S .
.,l Mackintosh (1923;.n.'i2) states that much of his article was'inspired

by the work of Frederick Jackson Turner and G S. Callender. From Callender

’

Mackintosh placed markets able to absorb the staple products of a colony as

“the prinCiple requisite for colonial prosperity (1b1d p 14), and from

) Turner Mackintosh took the concept of the success of the United States aa an

bl

international economy'being predicated on the strength of the frontier with
its products and spirit drawing the United States towards nationhood.’

Maakintosh held up the United States as a successful model. The combination

~
~

of marketable staples (ibid, p. lS).and the succassful apnlication of
transportation technology to breech the' barriers of the Appalachians

" (ibid, pp. 16~17) launched the United States on the road to prosperity. The

v

steady western advance of the American West and the emergence of western forces

.

and ploneer democracy embodied in Andrew Jackson and Lincoln opposed against

' the interests of the.ﬂeast” (ibid, . _l) were the positive forces that added

to the movement of the nation. They wére the embodiment of the positive forces

’ . - ) . ’
11 :
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created on the frontier.
Mackintosh used_thé positive model of the United States as a measuring

“stick fo:;the'Canadian scene. Cﬁpadafhad~the‘5t. Lawrence valley which was

a traverse across the barriers:of the Appalachians (the other being the

>

Mohawk) and Carada also had marketable staple goods for Egropean markets
(ibid, pp. 13-14).While the United States was®free of natural barriers beyond

the Appalachians, Canada was thwarted by a lack of a developed colony like
. . . : . r

the Atlantic States, a poor transportation network ill suited to the transport

of b&lky stables,'and‘heavy competition from.the routespinto the interior

.laying in the United States. While Canada.was.moving into the uppér St. o

(ibid,

"Lawrence-valley the Americans were wellinto the MissiSQibpi Valley

pp. 17-18). Mackintosh cqncluded.(and'is became the central reason far
Canada's.laie development), Eh;# Canadian development was:"ffus;ratéd geograph-

ically at the north-west barrier of the Laurentian plateau" and .this enf

geographic and economic frustrations in the more settled areas of the”éanadi

colony_(ibid, p. 18).
s ‘ ¥
Canada's geography became the stumbling block to her development.

Canadiaé.development sufﬁe;edlﬁrém poor world marketé,-popr transpor;étion
and Ame%ican competition. T%eﬂforces of the.wést ghat gmbodied the pogitive i
influerices of the ffontierlweré ;bsent in Canada because "western development
in Canada ;as doﬁbly frﬁétraﬁed,.at the east by the difficulties of the St. -
Lawrence route; and the-Eufopéan'markef for bulky staﬁes; and at the west

by the impassable barrier of the Lauréntian'highlands‘(ibid, p- 22). Even

with the emergence of wheat and new markets in Europe resulting in improved

conditions in Central, Canada the Laurentian barrier still cut off Canada from
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its own west: the Candaian North-West (ibid, p. 23). The American west

drdining off much of the .Canadian energy embodied in the manhood of 6ntarf§.u
Canada's frontier was the‘American frontier. Our geography frustrated

Canadian frontier expansion and only with improving European markets for

.

wheat and the breeching of the Laurentian Plateau by the C.P.R. were_these.
‘ e o
frustratlons stayed (1bid, p. 24). Western wheat permitted Canadian advance

and powerful western forces began to influence Canadian political and economic

[

policy to the betterment of the Canadlan nation (1bid, p. 25)

Macklntosh maintained these themes in hls later work In his 1934

v

book Pralrle Settlement. The Geographlcal Settlng,Macklntosh layed heavy

emphasis on the climatlc llmltatzons to successful human act1v1ty based on

B

wheat economy ‘In_his contrlbutlon to -the 1939 Royal Commission Report onm-

deflected Canadlan energy lnto the Amerlcan frontier and denled access to

Domlnlon—PrOV1nc1al Relatlons Hacklntosh stated that ‘the Canadian Shleld f

the prairie (l939 p- 15). In d01ng so the Canadlan'natlon could not en;oy

"

et

the -positive effects of- thé prairie whlch could stlmulate development throughoat
the Dominion (1b1d pp 21- 22)
Macklntosh followlng from Turner's the51s, held up the Unlted States

as a.model of. development. Canada had keen able to develop .some markets for

T

_her staples but could not enter into advanced stages of development until the

P

. Canadlan Shleld was traversed and the Canadian North-West developed around

v .

the exploitation 0of wheat for European markets. The Shield was projected as
L ) T oo |

. el . o : : | :
an impediment to growth until such time as transport and markets existed to

turn the products of the. frontier into_an'international staple (Mackintosh

1934, p. 44). 1If the frontier is the source of energy for the development ‘of

the country and the source of positive}influence then any natural impediment
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-frustrated by geography.

blocking the exploitation of ' the frontier is blamed for the retardation

of the nation's progress.. Also the breeching of these barriers and the

_opening of the frontier was’ taken to be a pos:tive effort for the betterment

-

.of the nation, Hence the notion of deflanoeof geography. Lower wrote,.
> " - The ‘bold defianmce of geography conta1ned in the a
national planning which was an essential aspect
of Confederation resulted in the integratiom of
.-half a continent. (1946 p. xiii)

Macklntosh was led to say, in. llght of the role of geographlc and

-~

economic factors,

Canada is a nation created in defiance of geography...
It behooves present day historians to perceive the °

. TOomance ‘of the ndtion in the story of the people .
forcing. the prosaic obstacles of a colonial existence,
developing national traits, and w1nn1ng through to
natlonhood (1923 P 25) '

[

2.8 1Innis' Counter Interpretation

~

»

J.'M.Carelésshas credited'Harold Innis in laying the groundwork
for the "Laurentian .School" of historical interpretation which was a
qualified version and in some instances a renewal of the position of

Mackintosh et al.(Careless, 1954, p. 14). _Innis' counter, position was

centered on the existence of the St. Lawrence as an east-west axis and the

role of netropolitan forces in Canadian economic development.

-

Macklntosh v1ewed the Canaalan Shield as a barrler to natlonal .

.

econom;c'develOpment (Hacklntosh 1939, p. 15) The Shield frustrated
rail development in Canada and deflected the energy'of‘the nation south

into the United” States where the rapidly moving western frontier was not
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Like MackintosQ,Innis-recognized the Canadian Shield as a barrier

{(Innis, 1923, p. 1); * What the Shield did was emphasize-the.riveré that

R

traversed the heights of land as influential fééﬁors (ibid.,, 1979, pp. 62-63).
The St.. Lawrence, Great Laﬁés, Saskatchewan, Fraéer, and Mackenzie rivérs
‘formed an east;west axis. The importance of the river s&stems.placed gieat
importance on the development of transportation technology which erigendered

forms of political and econcmic development out of response to the problems
- - ’ “ .

of transportation. The great river systems of Canada.gye this country not

only geographic unity but it also shaped the subsequent economic, political,

and social development 6f Canada. In the conclusion to his The Fur Trade

in Canada Innis wrote, .
Canada emerged as a pelitical entity with boundaries
. : largely determined by the fur trade. These boundaries
included a vast north temperate land area extending
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and dominated by the
Canadian Shield. The present Dominion emerged not in -
spite of.geography but because of it. The significance
of the fur trade consisted in its determination of the
- geographic framework. Later economic developments in
Canada were profoundly influenced by this background
(1977a,p. 393).

@

. The fur trade illustrated the east-west permanence of this nation and
the antecedents of subséquent Cénadian deveIOpﬁent. Innis' possibilist
viewpoint placed the natural environment, not in an adversarial rble, but
in a symbiotic position with réspect to Canadian development.

On the role of staples Mackintosh and Innis also differed. Both
recognized staples as cruciél elements of Canadian development. But whereas
Mackintosh saw them as the enginesof full nationhood Innis saw the exploitatio;.

of staples as an element of weakness. The first Europeans were heavily

dependent on a staple resource to support their culture in a new land
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(Innis, 1977a, pp. 382-384). From this early beginning the pattern of staple

S“‘dependency was cast. As an exploiter of staples Canada was left exposed to
tﬂe ebb and flow of its markets. Innis cast Canada as a marginal economy
_created out of the -economic activities of the centfal economieé of Europe and
later the United States (ibid:.pp. 385-386).
Canada had emerged on the periphery of the central economy of Great
Britain who had succéeded France as Canada's landlord. Canada as a mdrginal
economy was linked to the ceatral economy as a source of raw materials.
Dﬁring periods of economic crisis the central economies were able to re-
organize and move on to fhe next stage of development. The marginal economy
could not comsolidate during periods of crisis and suffered economic fragmen-
tation and incomplete development (Drache, 1982, p. 37). This situation was

"aggravated by the existence of metropolitan institutions and the failure of

the market institutions to correct the violent swings in.an economy dominated

by staples. s

The failure of the.markét system and.the persistent uneven develop-
ment of marginal economies such as Canada resulted from the presence of
persistent structural rigidities including inelasticities in supply and
demand, diseconomies of scale in production and distribution and pressure
points causing disruptions in the economic processes. The important conclusion
that Innis arrived at.was that these various rigidities would not dissolve
as the mafginal economy became more developed but woul& persist, either in
the same.or altered form as new rigidities amd it was the permanence of these

rigidities that would not allow the marginal economy to become a2 central economy.

L%

European metropolitan centres exercised great control over the Canadian economy.
_—

/"/'/ |

s
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~x . .
This control was g}eatly facilitated by the east-west axis of the nation.
Thg extension of the east-west axis of the St. Lawrence into the prairié's
brought this region uﬁder these same influences. The wést was opened by,
the application of new technology.in the form of railroads and wheat was
used to pay ;;r this expansion. As long as markets existed wheat economy
did fuel rapid economic change and development in the eastern areas of .
Canada (Innis, 197%&, pp. 398-399). This pﬁenome;on was éontingent.upon tﬁe
continued demand for wheat but the world depressions and subsequent declines
in demand oniy accentuated Canada's marginal posit;on resting qﬁ the exploxr-
ation of staples.

Innis projected 2 geographi; unity éor Canéda that rested'upoﬁ the
east-west alignment of the ﬁation and its riveg.systemsand the‘organizatioﬁ;}'
unity.of the fur trade.(I;nis, 1977a, pp. 401-402). BHowever this national
unity, based on geography and fur, has been greatly eroded by forces of
disunity.

These forces of disunity were born.out of the changes occurring in the.
central econ&mies of Europe and the inéroduction of new technology and capital- .
ism (ibid, p. 402). These effects were felt in Canada. The mercantile class
displaced by-a capitalist class confronted with the problems of apﬁlying new.
technique to the old struéture based an the fur trade (Innis, 193?, pp. 206-
208 and_Innis, 1977a,p. 402). Canada's econcmic history has been a record of
the application of new téchnology in the pursuit of staple goods. European

demand for western wheat declined and the Canadian economy suffered following

World War Ome. It marked, roughly, the end of the period of expansion created

. *

. q .
upon the east-west unity of the nation and trade via the St. Lawrence with
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Britéin {Innis, 1979, p. 209). gyericgn e;onoﬁic imperialism supplanted - l -
British trade jn Canad;§"The adOpéihn Qf ne@ American technology for the

exp101tatlon of the mineral, forest, and hydro-electric potential of the

Cenadlan Shield gave rise to the forces of reglonallsm and the collapse of

Canadlan unity predlcated upon the §t. Lawrence.

-t
“

2.9 Conclusions -

PP )

Ll

_- The natural envirenment had a pivotal role in Innis" interpretation.

~
~

of Canadian development. In assessing the relationship between the natural

-

‘environment and human agency Innis rejected both the déterminist and radical

possibilist perdpective. Imnis' view of this relationship was predicated

on the views of Vidal de 14 Blache and Innis "saw both the environment an::l

human agency as symbolic partners. This view did place emphasis upén human

(FERNUSRNY Y PEFRST-S

. technological and sdcial responses to an environment to create new and unique

landscapes.

TP

Innis' position put him at odds with Griffith Taylor, his colleague
at Toronto. While Taylor made no bones about his environmental determinism,
liis work stands in marked contrast with that of Innis. "What is mere signifi-

. "

. cant was the manner in which Innis' treatment of Canada's geography made him

unique among his colleagues.
' )

Those of Innis’' contemporaries who developed a Canadian intergtetation

of Turner's '"frontier thesis" placed the natural environment in' an adversarial
role. The United Statgs, having overceme the Appalachians, was a model of

prosperity fueled by the vitality of the frontier. Canada's disjointed ) L

: &0 B
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economic development was occasioned by the difficulty of her hostile natural

.

environment. The Canadian frontiers were frustrated by a hostlle environment

. which withheld the necessary fF:;;: goods or frustrated transportation thus
retardlng Canadian growth“ William Mackintosh saw the breeching of the

Canadian Shield and the'prOSperity occasioned byithe.exp;oitation of western-

wheat and improved transportation as the catalyst for full national develop-

ment.

Innis took a contrasting view. Canada was created not iIn defiance
.~ of her geography but because of it. Canada's east-west unity was predicated

on the existence of the natural river systems traversing the barriers of the

rl

Canadlan Shield and the organizational legacy of the fur trade which emerged

-
-

‘out of the European contact with Canada.

~

This unity was both Canada 3 strength and 1ts weakness. Canada existed

*3f,because of its rich natural resources but was inexorably tied to European

markets and dependent upon borrowed téchnlque. Canada's economic, political,

and social history is the history of a nation.attempting to exploit its

*natural resources to meet the shifting demand of a central economy elsewhere
and reconcile the introduction of new‘technology—fron industrialized Europe.‘
.This'new machine technology and its attendant social, political, and economic
# .— change éroded'the natural unity of the country. This erosion was further
.tfggb?lerated in this century bf the forces of regidnalism spawned from the
demands for new sources of raw materials in the United States. An artificial
‘northﬁsouth polarity has been imposed upon and_greatly eroded the older east-
west unity of Canada.

s Innis had created a vision of Canada and Canadian unity based on its
I . - . L]

geographical orientation and the national unity that emerged from it. Innis'
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treatment of Canadian economic development illustrated how this unity was

created and then allowed to wane and pérish under the impetus of forces from

central economies without and Cagadian attempts to reconclle these forces.

to the basic facts of our geographicireality." .
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Chapter Three: The Transition Years
». Y.

b

>

The previous chapter illustrated Innis' preference for a possibilist
inter?retétion of the relationship between the natural environment

- Ty
and the human world. More over he rejected the determinist position

»

and particularly the'uagﬁin which economically irrational geoéranhic’

forces were used to explain the failing of- the more popular Mackintosh

version of staple fueled econmomic growth. His rejection of mainstream
interpretation led him to construct his own interpretation ‘that put
him at odds with msinstream economic thought ip Canada. -

This chapter will examine the results of Innis' "nniquenessd with
respect to his fellow scholars and to his times.. Innis as a liberal in
the tradition:of Adam Smith, bélieved in the price system but was concerned
zlth the way the prlce system was lending itself to the incorporation of
statistics, mathematics, and an increasing preference for scientific
methodology. Innis was partlcularly concerned with economics and the
increasing public activity of economists in response to the Depression.’
“buring these transition yeare Innis would construct the base. upon which
his final years of research would rest. This chapter will deal with those

Y, - . ] . .
root concerns and how they would lead Innis to some of his most facinating

work.

-
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3.1. Innis' Response to the Great Depression

The 1930"s would be benchmark years for Harold Imnis. The first year

of the decade saw him publish The Fur Trade in Canada and establish himself .

as a leading light in Canadian and foreign-academic circles. hg'wduld

become the chairman of the Department of Political Economy and exercise

\tremeﬁdous influence in academic affairs in Canada. He would £find himself

both, publically and privately. Starting in 1934, Innis made annual contributions

.

heading a department during éefy troubled times when academics were breaking
their traditional bonds to scholarship and with éhe university. Social
scientists were becoming active public figures and Innis would not allow
himself to be affected. ‘Innis maintained his interest in geographic affairs

to the Canadian Historical Review covering publications on the Canadian Arctic

and related fields. Innis' interest in matters geographic did not wane, but
rather they assumed a position of lesser importance in the light of new and

more urgent issues of the day. With the pubiication of The Cod Fisheries in

19#0 Innis served notice that he was finished with purely economic studies and
was embarking upon an investigation of thosethings that lay beneath the events
of the past ten years. . The Depression of the 1930's hit Canada particularly
hard in light of our dependence on foreign economies. Governments sought
solutions to alleviate- the situation. Canada, as a marginal economy, was
doubly hurt by the move of the central economies to consolidaté and

survive the depreséion. The loss of markefs for Canadian raw materials

left the Canadian government hamstrung with the problems of debt and the

need to find some stimulus for growth.

‘

e
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The Canadian response to past deprésstons w#s to either accelerate
'the.explqitation of presently available raw métefialé, to improve their
competitive stance or to seek out aﬁd exploit new sources of raw materialg
or heretofore unused materials. Tﬁe Canadian government had, as in the past,
attached the problem by spending to expanq and improve the cranéportation
infrastructure (Innis, 1979, p. 7§) but- thse measures were proving.
igsufficienﬁ and, already burdened by debt';;d no sign of relief, the
'government was hard pressed for solutions.

In "The Canadian Economy and'the Depression" (Innis, 1979, pp. 123-140)
Innis examined the phenomeﬁa oﬁlworld depression and how central and metro-.
politan economies moved to preser&e their existence and in doing so how
they affected marginal economies such as Canada. The inadequacy of the
preéent response lay In the trad;tional belief in the tariff and an ovefly ‘
dependent stanée with regaré to borrowiug money from abroad and expanding
the Canadién infrastructure to better exploit natural resources. Innis has
shown that past depressions had been managed by politicians using the same,
traditional, approaches (1979, p. 79). The depression of 1835 was followed
by the union of Upper and Lower Canada to provide the necessary financing
for canals in the St. Lawrence system. The depre%sion éra of the 1840's
(followiﬁg.€he repeal of the Corn Laws) saw massive government involve&gnt
in improving transportation during a period of decliring returns. ' The
problems of governﬁént finance during this period involved the issuance
of bonds, and end to reciprocity via the tariff, and a wider base for

the debt which led to Confederation. The furthér attempts to expand

transportation after 1873 again exposed the government debt ro the problems
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of attempting to finance heavy fixed charges of credit via fluctuating
' returns on raw materials. The National Policy and the Canadian Pacific
Railway were responses to this problem. The 1890's depression was managed

by massive immigration and more railroad construction - The Great Northern

and Grand Trunk Pacific Railways. The massive debt of ﬁhéfgbst World War ™y

One period was managed by railroad amalgamation (Canadian National Railways)
and continued railroad comstruction in the 1920's.

" These responses were far too simplistic and only caused further
problems. The tariff was a crude instrument that functioned‘well enough -
during a perliod of expansion but'was a clumﬁy tool. A reliance on foreign
sources-of money to expand the infrastructure only compounded the problems
of unused capacity, long range debt and a general depéndency on foreign
markets. The Great Depression had served to highlight these inefficiencies.
.Mbreover the ﬁature of technologi;al, social and econbﬁic advance was such
that more scophisticated and sensitive responses were needed. TFor Ianis
the response to the depression must have its foundation on.an expanded
body of information sco as to throw sufficient light on the problem. The
better understoo& the nature of the Canadian eceonomy, its relation to
mature economies, aﬁd the inter-relatedness of the whole system the better
realized would be :he.beg;pning of a compréhensive response. Innis
visuvalized a co-ordinated effort to combatting the depression that lessened
the role of the federal cabinet as a piénning agent (Ibid, 1979, p. 140)
-and which éaﬁ the introduction of co-operation between all levels of

government and the'gublic and private sector (Neill, 1972, p. 68). Specific

areas of the Canadian economy would have to be dealt with accordingly and

ey
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with co-ordination between all levels of involvement.
Innis visualized a very specific role for economists. -Thé:economist
could not effect change in the stystem since it was largely political and

supposedly outside the realm of his work. Rather the economist should '

Se concerned with the accumulation of information so as te facilitate the
implementation of these new approaches.‘ Thg economist should be concerned

with isolating the causes of disturbance and in preparing himself to respond

to peliticians on thosé‘occasioﬁs when they dared to consult him (Innis, 1979, -
ﬁ. B&). This required that Canadian economists guard their objectivity and
avoid partisan sentiment. This task may have been made easier if the

Canadian economic community was older, better established, and sure of a
consistent, indigenous view and approach to the Canadian situatiom. Ho&ever
the youth %g fhe discipline and the presence of foreign scholars and a

reliance on foreign scholarship was a major handicap to the economist

attempting to address the problems of the Depression.

3.2 Innis and the "Hot Gospellers" .

|
Notwithstanding, the Canadian economist was compelled to respond

s . LR

in some manner. Innis noted,

for economists the task is most depressing. The untold
misery of this slump has made sustained objective study
extremely difficult and has led economists on all sides

to desert the subject and flee to politiecs. The results
are disastrous. The modern development of talk has brought
the subject to a level at which it is safe to say that any
economist with a large political following has almost cer-
tainly lowered his colours from the standpeint of a
scientific investigation. And yet to say this is to
expose oneself to the most bitter attacks on grounds

of lacking sympathy with human misery. These are bad

days for economists. (Innis, 1933, p. 7)
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Economists becoming partisan paiqipipants was not what Innis had
envisaged when he asked economists to wait upon tée request of politicians.
However if when called upon by politicians the economist remained a dis-
passionate observer he stood liable to be accured of being uncaring. The

s NN

Canadian economist was éery vulnerable because his craft was too young to
provide the necessary infrastructure so as to protect the economist from
outside pressure-and from himself. The passion that the Great Depression
elicited was such that many Canadian economists were drawn into the political
and public ring. In doing so they abandoned what Imnis took to be their
rightful task which in turn compromised any attempts to understand the whole
picture of the Depression a@d the measures necessary to combat that Depression.

Innis was very hard on his fellow economists. At a Liberal party
summer school in 1933 Imnis declared (1979, pp. 78-79),

I am sufficiently humble in the face of the extreme
complexity of my subject to know, first, that I am
not competent to understand the problems much less
to propose solution; and, second, that I am not
confident that I can propose and explain solutions
to you which I do not understand myself. This will
be done for you by other "economists". But let me
warn you that any exposition by an economist which
explains the problems and their solutions with
perfect clarity is certainly wrong.

Innis was leery of the involvement of economists in public activities—
political or otherwise. Creighton (1957, pp. 92-94) recorded 2 number of
incidences when Innis expressed his feelings on this matter. At the 1935
Canadian Political Science Association meetings Innis came to loggerheads
with Frank A. Underhill, a member of the League of Social Reconstruction,

who had denounced his fellow.social scientists for not making a public state-

ment of their faith and a dencuncement of capitalism which had precipitated
\ i
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the turmoil of the 30's. To this Innis replied, CT
The weakness of the social sciences in Canada . . .
and the aggressiveness of a new party looking about
for any substance which it may devour involves the
bregking down of our intellectual position . . .
I cannot conceive how anyone can have solved the
problem.of the Canadian economy and become so
- convinced of his_solution as to start preaching
and tolerate those of us who are trying to do a
decent job in our own way . . . We suffer from

a plethora of preachers and a scarcity of :
intellectual effort . . . (Creighten, 1957, p. 93)

e

The pressure of the depression saw many economists becoming involved
in trying to solve the riddle of the Depressicn. Innis saw a dangerous trend
in this movement. More and more economists were abandoning scholarship to
pursue answers to the problems of the day.

n

3.3 Science, Objectivity, and Scientific Economics

-The most striking feature of the move ¢of economists into the public
realm was.the growing acceptance of positivistic scientigic'methodolbgf as
legitimate means to approaching the subject matter of economics. anis was
growing increasingly concerned with what he perceived to be ﬁhe demise of
economics in the face of the growing popularity of science and scientific
ijectivity. |

Innis arrived at these conclusions as a result of the influence of
several men. Thorstein Veblen, who Innis waé exposed to while a student
at Chicago_relentlessly attacked economics for not being scientific and
for fgnctioning as an apologizing and ratiomalizing discipling for the

injustices wrought by the carnivorous prelates of industrializatiom.
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Veblen attacked the hedonistic (Vebled, 1961, pp. 73-74) economics'of'h;sh
'day‘on the grounds tﬁat its reasoning was teleological; running in terms
of final causality (Neill, 1972,‘p. 110). In essence the ends justified
the means. By contrast Veblen Held that the natural sciences ran in terms
of direct efficient cause without regard to a goal and this should'ﬁe the
type of economics to be used. For Veblen the key to building a scientific
economics lay in elaborating the effects of the non-teleological forces

of blind instinect and limitations defined by technology (Neill, p. 110).

Veblen's discourses, starting with The Theory of the Leisure Class in 1899,

Theory of Business Enterprise (190&5 and Instinet of Workmanships and the

State of Industrial Arts (1914) recognized the supremacy of imstinct to

N

produce,aﬁd the ide§ of values were dismissed as the vestiges of outmoded
technologies and any econamic con3tructs fébricéfed from these pseudo values
were merely constructed to block the natural workmanship_instincts of man
(Keill, 1972, p. 110)3' Veblen removed the existence of values from the
social sciences and those which we took to be values were merely a variable
of technology. Any economic pronouncement would thus be invali¢ and merely
be an extension of the technology base of a society_aﬁd those who controlled
that technology.

Innis accepted Veblen's contention that econo;ics could bé a hedonistic
exercise. However through F. H. ﬁnight and J. M. Clark, his teachers at
Chicago, Innis could not accept the possibility of a scientific-eCOnomics
(Neill, 1972, p. 111). Innis felt that objectivity was not necessarily
achieved only by science.

An exchange between Innis and his department head at Toronto,

-
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E.J. Urwick, serves as an early illustration of Innis' pésition vis-a-vis

scientific economics. Urwick published a paper, "The Role of Intelligence
in the Social Sciences”, in 1935 in which he felt that collective social
conscilence could, serve to adjust political processes so as to achieve chaunges
in the prices strﬁcture and in effecting economic and political: change.
Urwick could not hold with the social sciences assuming a positivistic mantle
because it asked for the removal of life from soclety so as to put it in
a static analysable form (Urwick, 1935, p. 65). Neither could Urwick hold
with the three principles of positivistic science - uniformity of nature,
causality, and objectivity (Ibid, p. 66). On the subjeét'of objectivity,
. Urwick concluded (pp. 68-69)
Whether you take an individual oxr a group, an event
or a situationL an association or-an institution, you
will £ind that it presents itself, to be'charged with
an indelible significance which gives it its character,
its being even, and without which it has no meaning in
relation to the socizl process. And this significance
is threefold: part of it resides in the irherent power
of change of the person or group itself; part in its
relation - a moving rel§tion — to all the other liwving
things around it; and part in its relation to you, the
observer, to your feeling and purposes, and to the total:
significance for you of the whole social.life to
which it belongs. Neutrality and indifference are put out
of court at once .... Objectivity thus becomes a joke.

- Urwick rejected natural science as an appropriate model for the
social‘gciences but was not prepared to abandon a revisionist-stance for
economics. Urwick's contention was that® academics, in open discussion, could
achieve some common consensus that could be taken to be representative of the
collective social conscience. The academics could then effect change in

the political process that would bring about a tchange in the market place

and z change in the price of goods and services. This change would be taken
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to be the most expedient expression of social conscience and values,
both social and individual. Urwick's closing remark re-affirms his belief

i

in‘discussion and introduces us to Innis‘ stance on this matter. Urwick
concluded (p. 75), . e

. - The place of discussion therefore, partly, assisted by
intelligence in the social process is much more certain

. . . than that of intelligence itself working at its chess boards,

‘Innis, in "The Role of Intelligence in the Social Scierices: Some
Furthef Notes” could not accept Urwick's contention over the plausibility

of educated dlscu551on fulfllllng the role of d;scernlng soczal‘and

-
.
1. . -

individual vaIﬁEE—Eﬁ;t lay at the root of social comsciences. Innis
coun&ered Urw&ck s argument by stating (1935, pp. 284-285):

The fundamental llmltatlons outlined by Professor Urwick
involve the salvation and the despair of the social sciences.
Habits and institutiods, even stupidity, are the assets of
- the social sc;entlst.j Relative capacities of social scientists
for observing, in contrast to being observed, extend his
range. Institutions such as professional associatioms,
office hours, and a reputatfon for curtness may serve as -
defenses in improving the position of the observer, but like
all the paraphernalia and equipment of modexn scholarship
they have their advantages and limitations. The significance
of discussion has been emphasized, but organizatidnal dis—~
cussion is a contradiction in terms and other types of
discussion involve the dominance of a relatively small number
- « «» The decl;:Lne of intelligent discussion has been indicated
in its persecution on the part of interests which profit most
“from freedom of discussion. The news wvalue of intelligent
discussion has practically led to its suppression or teo its
restriction to circumstances in which the press is not admitted
. - . Intelligence in the social process is, therefore, seriously
confined in its- attempts to predict general trends. But in so
far as "the sediment of experience” becomes deeper its task
becomes at once easier and more difficult. Its range may be
narrowed and its data may be increased. Intelligence in the
social sciences tends to be absorbed in the abstruse and abstract
tasks of adjustment and to be lost in specialization, with the
result that it is unable to participate in the endless and
complex and possible fruitless search for trends.

c
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. | Innis discounted the role of discussion as the appropriate form of

initiating social change. -Objectivity through positivistic science, as Urwick

pointed out, was also highly susﬁectlsince it involved rémbving the essence of
life from society. Innis saw intelligence in the social sciences ibst'in
speclalization and the only manner in which objectivity coﬁld be achieved was
by the individual éurrounded by all the quirks of individual work with the =
/. sentiment ofAexperience as the basis for intelligeﬁce in the social SCieQ;és.

Both Innis and Urwick held that ecomomics could mot be scientific
merely by assuming the mautle'of natural science. The rhetoric and appeafhnce
of being scientific was not_the key to objectivity. 'Fdﬁ Iﬁnié, the only way
for economics to approach a pésition of objectivicy was ﬁb recognize its own
biases and in seeing its own weaknesses recognize that theré:éxisted a bias.
in the discipline and in its practitioners.

Innis held out in the hope that the social scientist beset with
numerous biases could find-in them his owm salvation (1935, p. 28). -

Since the social scientist cannot be "scientifie" or

"objective" because of the contradictign in terms, he

can learn of his numerous limitations/ The "sediment

of experience" provides the basis for scientific in-
vestigation. The never—-ending shell of life suggested

in the persistent character of bias provides possibilities

of intensive study of the limitations of life and its
probable direction.... The habits or biases of individuals
which permit prediction are reinforced in the cumulative bias
of institutions and constitute the chief interest

of the social scientist. .

The only means in which the social sciences and its practioners
could appreoach any form of objectivity was to recognize the subjective
nature of their subject and the subjectiveness of their approach to their

»subject. Each social scientist had to be able to see his and his subject's
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"biases. The climate of public and professional near hysteria that fostered

a search for answers to solve the riddle of the Great ﬁépressioﬁ gripped the
social scientists who sought quick fix answers through science and who in-
creased their public profiles via science in response to public demand (Neill,

1972, p. 113). Imnis felt that the increasing use of mathematics and

statistics and the mantle of “objectivity taken with the adoption of a positivistic

position had provided economics with a falge sense of power and purpose and

he feared that this movement was infecting all of the social sciences. Innis

4
v

saw objectivity as ag impossible ideal and was inclined to support the
intellectual working at his chess board -of intellect with all the attendent
Pressures df individual, group,  and social biases. "In the attempt to recog-

nize and reconcile these hiases the social scientist would achieve if not a

~

position of objecﬁivity_then at least a position where ~ the total picture
was clear to him and his work would then reflect the whole picture and thus

‘be more objective with respect to reality.  The social scientists could not

-

achieve these ends without some aid from the wmiversity which would shelter -

then from outside bias (Innis, .1933, p. 280). Imnis maintained that it was

[ ¥

up to .the university to provide the necessary conditions to protect the social
. » . .

- 'scientist and to allow for his rersonal research. Within the university the

social scientist could examine society, recognize society's biases as well

as his’éwq and be sheltered from these biases. The tibe of information thus

produced would not be assumed to be a final truth as was often the_épinion’

held of scientific -research. Rather the ongoing research of social 'scientists

seeking solutions was the only manmer in which to arrive at some solutiens
3 : N : ‘ - - .

and even these fingiggs would be subject to ongoing research and never tzken

tq be the, truth or final answers

- s
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The turning point in th:f.s d:f..'l.ema for Innis came about as a result

PR -

of the expansion of soc!blogy in the Department of Political Econony at
'.U

Toronto in the late 1930 s. Innis, as head of the department, was embroiled

in a controversy with the sociologists. The sociologists,‘to prove their

legitimacy as members of the social .scienceg community, aSSumed the mantle‘

- a

of natural science and an especially deterministic interpretation of the world.

" The events of the Depression and the rampant political and economic nationalism

engendered by the Depression left Imnis very cool towards amy nogement which

SOught "justification via an appeal to science. The success of ientific

sociology in establishing itself at Toronto, despite his attempts to block
the sociologistsi brought Inn;s back to'the position of Clark and Knight at
Chicago. Innis rejected the possibility of social sciénce being purely
objective by assuming the mantle of natural science. The only form of social

science that Innis would accept was individual scholarly research carried on ‘

ir an atmosphere free from the pressures of -the every day world. In this

environment, social\scientﬁgts were free to examine problems and seek solutions.

Innis warned that they were‘compromising themselvds and their work when they

A -
stepped out of their university sanctuary or assumed a particular methodological

position’with‘a false sense of objectiﬁity and a penchant for final answers.
Ipnis was growing incressingly concerpedfabout nis colleagues, his
craft, and the general sitvation facing the academic community. ‘innisﬁwas

growing ‘increasingly concerned by the movement towards a more scientific and

" -

- supposedly more objective stance by his colleagues and the ‘forces that were

behind. this movement. .Two particular influences, Rotert Ezra Park and )

Charles Cooﬁ;gpe would lead Innis towards uncovering the forces that were

-
.



behind those phenoﬁana that Innis was growing iﬂéreésingly‘pre—occupied .
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with.

. _ 3.4 Cochrane, Park and the Emergence of Communications

Charles Cochrane was a professor of Classics at the University of Toronto.

Chochrane's 1940 publication Christianity and Culture led Innis to see-that the

situation surrounding the social sciences in Canada in the 1930's was merely

. _ /

a part of an ongozng process. . oot i
Cochrance s work illustrated that the .classic or Platonic mind
acknowledged the claim of science to be architectonic and therefore, entitled

to legislaté with sovereign authority for the g.xidﬁnce of human life. The

\h Augustinian perspective emphasized will, personélity, and unpredictability.

~

Classicism assumed that the unpredictable was tﬁe incalculable while in

" Augustinian thought unpredictgblity was known through personality or indiv-

iduality. A historian of the Augustinian school approached his problem from

a perépective of change and progress while the classicist recognized only

" eyclical change and equilibrium.

Innis stated (1946, p. 97) that, #

The sweep of the Platonlc state in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries and the spread of science has been
followed by the horrors of the Platonic state.

These horrors were the belief in science as the most expedient form of

expression and its findings.the ‘most 1eglt1m@te observations of reality. Jﬁad

the sweep of'the Platonic state removed our pbility to-.respect other modes of

knowing? Innis recognized the effects of tlis sweep in the events unfolding

L

£

e



&

around him. fnnis feared that 20th century social scientists could become
indicted by Augustine who might have said that thei; cycles; theorigs of
civilizations, gnd creativé;politicé have become the new "fanéasfica
fornicatio“ (1946, p. 97). It was the Augustinian ap?eal to the i&ea of,.
creative individuaiism that #ppealed to Innis and re—inforcéd h;s nisgivingé
about the state of the social sciences.

rCochrang's appeal to Augustinian thought and Ehe recognition of free
will fitted well with Innis' misgivings over the state of objectivity in

the sociaf sciences. Innis recognized the role of habit, free will, and the
in&ividuaf behaviour as the basis for buiidiﬁé an objective social science.

- Innis recognized the sweep of Platonic tRought in the 19th and 20th
centuries and how this'héd specifically affected economics. Innis feared that
the other social sciences, in their desire to gain :espectability via an adoption of
pasitivistic methodology and philosophy, would forsake the noti&ns of free
will etc., and adopt the Platonic notion that a non-measurable phenomenon
was not capable of beiné examined via scientific methodelogy, would
reduce the image of reélity to a reality made up of only measurable phenomena.

Aiqng with Cochrane, Robert Park must be considered as an important
influence upon Innis. Park had been an eminent figure at the Univeréity of
'Chicago durfng Innis' years there and has been recognized as a leading figure

in American sociology. In 1940 Robert Park contributed an article to The

Canadian Journal of Economics and Political Science where he recognized the

rﬁle of technology in the development of society and the relationship of
science and technol%y to the transformation of the social web (Park, 1940).

The societal web is altered because human habits have been altered by .

Y



technology of transportation and communicatlon (ibid, p. 142). In our econ-

omic and competltive order improved technology of communicatlon had extended

v

the market allowing for mass -production and distribueion and” the expansion

of the price-system affected world wide political structure. Park wrote. v

Rpage 146),

. . . customs, conventions, and law,.by which society
exercises control over the individual and itself, turn =
out finally to be the products of communications.

. . . Communication spins a web of custom and mutual
expectations which bind together social entities as
diverse as the family group,~a labour organization

or the hagglifig participants in a village market. On
the other hand, particularly when it takes the form

of dialectical discussion, communications tend to
individualize thought and bring out'distinctions within
the limits of a, common understanding and universe of ‘
discourse. In this fashion communication tends to
assume a rational rather than the intuitive form
characteristics of ordipary intercourse.

N 0

tions channelled knowledge. Moreover Park felt that science was the form of

knowledge best' suited to mechanized communication in that it grew increasingly

abstract and increasingly precise when transmitted (Park, 1940, p. 147). Since

communications was central to societal development ard science lent itself

to communication then science came to occupy a central position vis-a-vis

societal development. Science became a readily accepted form of explaining

reality and became the font of knowledge forgﬁﬁstern societies. Innis' 1946

"book Peolitical Economy in the Modern State would appear to have drawn

inspiration from Park’'s 1940 article. We will discuss this book in more

détail in the next chapter. _Suffice to say éﬁ this time it dealt with the

rise pf the political state and the emergence of science as a wesult of the
A Y i i .
- g - -
< advancement of communication via new technology.
@ : .

Communications was a socializing process in Park's scheme. Communica-.
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Park's article re-asserted the Veblian contention t%g% custom and

- ]
L d

tedhnical constraiﬁi affected soc{gl action. -Hoﬁever in Park Innis found
~a positive note: Park held out for the individual who could rise above
“these conséraints by appealing‘go individua; abilityi(Neill, 1972, p. 80).

Park placed pﬁilosophy and.réligious faith before science thus reinforcing

Innis' belief in the individual (ibid, p. 81).

3.5 Divergent Forces Blend Together

. <
The 1930's were years of transformationfor Innis and his community.

The Canadian ecqpomic community was assuming higher public and political
profile in respomse to the demand for solutioms to the_Depress;on. The new
direction taken by éhis community alarmed Innis and raised £hé.queétioﬁ-of
objectivity in ﬁhe social sciences. Innis was concerned that his fellow
economists were jeopardizing their position and piaciﬁg_iﬁ limbo the whole
matter éf objectivity. .Atégpe same time economic metrhodology and philosophy
was undergoing a transformation as a éesult of the growing acceptance of the
use of statistics, mathema;ics aﬁd the supposed objectivity of science.-
Economiqs was enhancing its position by producing finite observations from
the mathematical manipulatién of statistics which were takeéjto be of signi-

;ficance by virtue of a belief in the infallability of sclence. 'Scholarly
exercises éarried on in the name of science were taken to be the most
apprbpriate and embfaceableg

Veblen had illustratéd the biases of economics and its lack of

scientiffc credfﬁility. However Innis was not sure of the supplication

of the éocial sciences before the altar ofﬁatural science. Innis felt that more

P
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was required of the-social scientist than merely the adoption of form and

- .

style. His search, from Clark and Kmight, through Urwick, to Cochragf.and
Park left Innis convinced that it wés not sgfficient merely'to adopt a pogitivistid
stance. Noﬁetheles%, ﬁe came to see how it had risen to a point of dominance.
He rejected out of hand tﬁe contention that the mantle of.natural_science and
its hand-maiden mathematics was sufficient justification for assuming thaﬁ any
_préﬁouncements from this position were worthy and wete ‘true to scholarship.
Just as Veblen had become skeptical of the hedonistic economics of his dﬁy, .
Ingis too was highly suspicious of;ﬁis fellow economists and the economics
they ?ractiged. The relentless pressure of public opinion fostered by a
" belief. in social scientistsarmed with a positivi;tic methodology, engendered the
exploitation of any agent who could lay claim to. the most accepted form of
expression: science. The econoﬁists of Innis'.day, having accepted it as a
legitimate way of'knoging and mathematics as a legitimate f;rm of expression,
served as examples of the degeneration of the social sciences.

The gpcial sclences themselves had a large share of the blame for this

situation. Innis pointed ocut that,

... the social sciences have created an impression-of
scientific finality and the use of the word sciences
suggests the power of the fallacy. Large, heavy volumes
of a statistical character written by committees in a
mechanized style gave the appearance of finality. The
intensive cultivation of mathematics has enhanced this
impression (Innis, T946, p. 124).

. The social scientist had made himself eminately attractive by assuming
a mantle of legitimacy through the adoption of p&sitivistic science. At once
beth the economist and those who would "use"” him became conviﬁced of the
worthiness of anything thet the economist may care to produce. But Innils warned

the economists, the social scientists, and the politicians about the fallacy of |
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such a belief, Quoting Frank’Knight; his teacher at Chicago, Innis wrote,

Cnly on the subject matter of price theory economics

can it be said that any great headway towards satisfactory
treatment has been made and this is but a limited aspect
of the totsal problem of action. Without an adequate ethics
and sociology in the broad sense, economics has little to
say about policy. (Ibid, p. 126)

Innis' assessment. ran deeper than Knig%ELszfWith regard to political
economy, but with a steady eye on the whole of tﬁi social‘sciences, Innis
felt that the édééncés that had been made were concentrated around mathe-
matical analysis and the narrowing éf subjects to a-gmall number of experts
at tﬁe expense of a philosophical and poli_tical‘ background. 0 The extension
of political will into the realm of public- opinion has brought the social
scilentist into the service of the state. &he political economist stood
to be used to foster state or party intereéts and to become a "political®™
economisg. Theé Eonsequence was that the "absorption of the sodial gﬁien;ist
iﬂabureaucracy in the present c¢risis has left the community exposed-to a

flood of arrant noﬁsense" '(Innis, 1946, pp. 128~129).

o

© 3.6 Innis' Counter Argument

To counter the effect of economics becoming "political" economy and
_ Producing nothing but arrant nonsense Innis felt that economic history must
be given higher priority. ‘In his essay "The Teaching of Economic History in

Canada" Innis wrote,

¢ The central position must of course always be accorded to
economic theory, but economic history is always an attempt

.to test the validity of principles of economic theoxry and
to suggest neeessary emendations, (Innis, 1979, p. 3)

The significance of economic history for Innis lay in itsfgoncern
P
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£6r long run trends and an emphasis on the search for trends and pattgzns

Ld ]

and not just the application of mathematical formulae (Innis, 1946, p. 100).._

The emphasis on the long run was the key to stability. In supplementing l.
~ political and social history it worked to check the biases in those disci-

plines. Most important of all, economic history would chéck the speciali-

zation of the social sciences: a épecialization wrought by an emphasis on
mathematical systems peculiaf to ‘a monetary and machine age (ibid, p. 100).

The role of economic history,- for Imnmnis, was quite clear.

By.drawing attention to the limitations of the social -~
sciences and the price system it can show the inmportance \
of religion and of factors hampering the price system ... '
it draws attention to the penchant for mathematics and for
other scientific tools which have warped the humanities.
Economic history may provide grappling irons with which

to lay hold of areas on the fringe of economics ... with
which, in turn, to enrich other subjects, as well as to
rescue economics from the pré%ent mindedness which pul-
verizes other subjects and makes a broad approach almost
impossible (ibid, p. 101). ’

If economic history was to work its magic it would have to keep

itself above the other elements of the social sc¢iences. But how? The
4

answer to that lay in Innis' belief in the university. It was the university

as "ivory tower" that could provide the necessary conditions for economic
history to work it's magic. On the Eole of the university Innis wrote,

The place of the social sciences in Western civilization
must be seen in relation to the ‘Tole of universities.
The university has played its' greatest role in servicing
as a stabilizing factor... It must continue its' vital
function in checking the dangerous extremes to which all
institutions with power are suspect. The extreme tendencies
of modern civilization shown in the rise of the modern state
e and in the tyranny of opinion compel universities to resist
them. The trend of the social scilences in response to the
demands of the new bureaucracy has been towards increasing
specialization. And in this it has threatened the influence
of universities. Thetggiversity must deny the finality of any
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of the conclusions of the socizl sciences. It must stead-
fastly resist the tendency to acclaim any single solution:
-of the world's problems at the risk of failing to play its'
role as a balancing factor in the growth of civilization.
ThesMarxian solution, the Keynesian solution or any solution
- cannot be accpeted as final if the universities and civil-
ization survive. It is the task of the social sciences
in the universities to indicate their limitations in their
cultural setting. (Innis, 1946, p. 141).

The social geientist must ‘aBlow himself to be protected by a renewed

-

university which denggd the finality of answers created from an obsession

with science. Prote;ted frﬁm within 3nd,wiéhbut the sdciéi scientist could

come to recognize the piases of his discip}ine, his world and himself. 1In

the university, whgre full creative individuality coﬁld come to full bloom,

the social scientist ‘would be free to produce the best possible responses

“to his world’and himself. In the university, where full creative_ipdividuality."
" could come to full bloom the social scientist would bé free to produce thé

best responses to his world while workinJ at "his chess board of intellecf“.

Despite his most fer¥ent wishes for the university to rise out of the

ashes of its past Innis could‘not, in all reality, hold out much hope for ‘

-
the social sciences or the university. With a note of resignation Innis

ended his 1946 essay "Political Economy in the Modernm State" with a quote from

his colleague E. J. Urwick,

‘I despair of a return to the same atmoéphere in which
Adam Smith quite naturally combined the moral sentiments
- with his scientific thought about economic forces. The
whole trepd today  is to exalt the rationalist scientifie
~approach and to discard the philosophical. I am not
thinking only of the worship of the physical and mechanical L
sciences, but rather of the attempt to make ethigs,
philosophy, socioclogy, etc., conform in method and language
to the physical sciences -.with disastrous results.
Specialization runs made, and when it does so, never leads -
to understanding. Its natural result, is strife and
violent dogmatism. I wonder whether we shall get into a
saner atmosphere within the next two or three. generations.
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3.7 The Demiseof the Political Economy ‘
of Harold Imnis ‘ ¢

O |
The answer to Urwick'slquestion was not‘long in coming and, in
hindsight, it comes as no surprise. We need only look to the evolution
of political economy in Canada to answer Urwick and, by extension,-lnnis};f
question. Political economy was at its zeﬁith during Innis' years at

Toronto. But the Great Depression demanded attention and the crisis between
. ' v '
neo-classical and KeynesifE{economics, with the eventual victory of Keynes,
. N ; . .
would greatly affect the political economy of Earold Innis. With the suc-

cession of Keynesian economics, economic history was replaced ds the core

element of economics and in turn this greatly compromised political economny
(Watkins, 1982, p. 15). As Innis so ably illustraged economics became

obsessed with a short run analysis of phenomena concentrating on the immediate
with the result that it fell pray.to quantification and reification of

-~

technique (ibid, b. 15). 1In the United States politiéLl economy did not

~
~—

hold out. as long as it did in Canada, but it was inevitable that Herbert .
Heaton's warning would bear fruit. Heaton projected that,"

the American cult of quantities is no mere turning tide.
It is a tidal wave, on which Clio's little craft seems
likely to be sunk by theswarm of vessels manned by
statisticians, econometricians, and macro-economists.

(1954, p. 475).
Good economic history in the United States took to be accpetable that technique

which had been developed by economics. Quoting Paul Davenport, nélville
. Fd

-

. . - s
Watkins called economic history the application of economic theory to
-economic history and the gap between theory and history grew progressively

e
wider (Watkins, 1982, p. 14).
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| In the tradition of Harold Innis economic history had to be tiéd in
an intimate fashion to éccnomic theory. The ciose’Felationship:between econ-
omic listory and economic thébry was the core of political economy. The
) political economy of Harold Innis was a deliberate attempé to resist the
movement that ﬁehton had warned of. With Innis at it's head the Department
of/Political Ecoﬁémy at Toronto became the bastion for éhose_who would resist
the change in economics and all the.social sciences. Unfortunately, in some
measure, Innis contfibuted to his own demise. Certaiq;y his g;;zing pre-
;pccupa%ion with the state and fate of the socisl Scienéés ah\ his interest iﬁ
;cnmmunicatiégs left Imnis largely outside the world of his contemporaries.
"More importantly the sweep of “Cliometfics";Q§ éeaton-called it, left Immis
largely iso;a;ed: Certainly the new generation of economists aécepted the
"new'" economics while the minority surrounding Innis vere banished to the
backrwaters'of the academic commupity. The Toronte school has risénf%n the
steriie area between Marshall and Keynes and in the relative freedom enjoyed .
as we moved from tﬁé\§ritish to the -American sphere of influence. The in—~
exorable weight of American influence in the social sciences could lééd to only
one end: the demige of Political Economy at Toronto and of Harold Iunis as ’
its chief practitioner (Watkins, 1982, p. 17). The social sciences in Canada
moved to follow the lead of economics and abandened thg subtle ana sophisti-

-

»  cated position epitomized by the political ecomomy of Imnnis. Economists

t

accepted the banal and simplistic economics of Keynes- and Sidney Friedman of
\‘ "-“'_- ) - ) ’ - -
Chicago (Ibid, p. 17). And the social sciences, each in their own time
followed economics and worshipped bliﬁdly'at the altar of science.-
Innis and those who supported his position were relegated- to a ghetto

existence. .They Espaﬁg tolerated at best and for the most part they were |

» / é

~ ' ,
\J$. ) T
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largely ignered. - Innis' fate,'and the f#te of the social sciences in Canada,
lay in the attitude of mainstream crtﬁodgx thought in the social sciences.

As Watkin's pointed o&t\the changing character of eéonomics made it more
monolithié and its practitioners more arrogant with a result that any dissenﬁ'
w;s not tolerated {ibid, p. 16). This phenomena Bas been well dogumented by
Thomas Kuhn and his expose of_paradigms. Paradigms, practitioners, and‘
schools can serve to suppress as well as encourage altermative pointé of

fyiew (Kuhn, 19?0). The new orthodox economics could suppress innéé_qﬁite
£ -
effectively by passing him off as a hold over from another age. Innis’

rank as a scholar granted him a certain measure of freedom but it was of

little use to him if he remained outside .the bounds gg‘his discipline. The

movement that started so subtly in Canada in the early 1930's had become a

fait accompli even before Innis' death. So Urwick and Innis had ‘the answer
, :
h ¥ . . .

to their question. The generations following them did not see a decline in

the social sciences: What Innis saw as a dangerous precedent in economics,

the infiltration of science and it's hand-maiden mathematics, others took to

: /
be a posifive move that enhanced the discipline's prestige in the scholarly
. ’ 1

community and in the public's mind. In turn this movement affecped the
¥y _ ;

. ‘ 3
other social sciences: each in their turn moving along the same lines as

econpmics had. The future generations upon whom Innis placed his hope failed
him. Resigned to the eventual fate of western civilization Innis c4uld_not

help but feel very pessimistic. Pt

7
This chapter has shown how the 1930's would forever shape the career

-
-

of Harold Innis. The severity of the Great Depreseion demanded action and-the

public; through its repfesentatives, sought answers. and actioms. Innis

* 3 . - .

L
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recogniéee the seriousness pf thishnbvement ane'was witness to irs effects.
The preSSure of special ihterest groups and public opinion had been felt by
eeonqmics. In response economics had been steadily evolviﬂg'inCO“a more
ﬁarhematical and positivieric discipline. Economics armed with such a 1
sciegtific legitimization was in a positidn to respond. Political economy’
beeghe a pawn. horelimportanfly the other social sciences,feager for recogni;ion
end pres;ige inu;he publie and scholarly communitites' eyes, adopred a

 similar positivistic and mathematical mantle to exploit the growing belief in

the ultimate legditimacy of a quantified methodology and a positivistic

_philosophy. X

S
. Innls, having . glven up on the possmbility of a truly objective,

pOSLtlvﬂEtrc economics opted for a posxtlon whereby the scholar, fully aware

of all the biases in and around him, could still achieve some meaningful.-

-

ends vii the working of individual, liberated scholarly enterﬁrise. For

this to occur the university had to provm&e the approprla:e atmosphere.

—

Innis deéspaired over the universities failure to do so. Imnis was thus
resigned to trying to- warn academics about the "rape of scholarship" and in

attempting to halt it. Unfortumately, events were such that -his warning
' b}

-

went largely unheeded and by the time ©f his death all that he had come

to forsee had come to pass. :

’

R
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Chapter Four: Innis' Humanistic Treatwent of -
Space-and Time
, ’ N

e’

In the previous chapter'éeve;al divergent interests and forces

v

emerged that would greatlf influence the later years of Harold Ionis'

career. Innis' concern for the universities and scholarship was heightened
. o .
* by the onslaught of World War Two and.he strove to maintain the integrity
- .
. of the university and scholarship in the face of the demands exercised by °

the war. "

The sebond,Worlﬁ'War pléyed a pivotal role gn Innis' career. .Not
-only did it heighten his awareness of the precarious position of scholar-
;‘_sﬁip_but it bfought forward the penomena of propoganda and public opiniongy

wﬁi;h weuld bring forward Innis' concern with the Tole of communication.

From this s rting point Innis wouldngepk the anteceéents of the modern day
situation and.barticularly the role of communication media in effecting
change in societies - ancient and moderm.

During the war years Innis re-affirmed his intereét in matters
geographic. - This interest was a two-fold interest that was a bart of his
concern with public épinion and scholarship. The events that have gripped
geography during Innis' life tige_and aftér his death will take on a
different look in tbe light of his work. {t may also prove useful to
look at those voices of diésenc that hawve emerged following the '"Quan-

titative Revolution" to see if some parallels may be drawn between these

groups and the work of Harold Innis. Innis had produced a rough conception

85
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of ‘the structure of the social sciences in which geography held a’ strategzc
g et »

position.‘ It may prove useiul to ‘exanine geography today fn light of that

scheme and moTE: specxfically the question of ‘time and space. Time and

'space were two crltlcal d1men510ns to Iunlsu model of the soc1a?/sc1ences

. and deserve some attgntion. Innis' treatment of the space-time/problem

T :
emerged as a result of phenomena related to his examination of}the problems

of the social sciences and communication. Innis” work in this area will help

to illuminate the present day difficulties geography has in reconciling

: : . T ~
space and time. . ] ‘

4.1 The Emergence of the Communicat@ons Theme

1940 can be taken to be a watershed year for Harold Innis. He pub-

i

lished his second major book The Cod Fisheries: The Historv'tf an Inter-

national Economy and with its publication Innis signaled the end of his

"staples' period and the beginning of hisvpursuit of the themes that had
taken root and germinated in the 1930's. Innis found much neededﬂencourage—
ment from Cochrane's book and Park's article both of which appeared in 1940.

Some seemingly insignificant events would prove to be of real import since

<

y _
they would provide’the impetus for Innis to embark upon his future endeavours.

Upon publication of The Cod Fisheries Innis had intended to embark

upon a study of the pulp and paper industry. In 1937 Imnnis contributed an
article to the Canadian encyclopeadia on the pulp and paper industry, that
complemented his association with A.R.M. Lower who was producing major works

in this area. But as he pointed out in the introduction to Empire and

a————
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fCommunicatiéng Iﬁnis-felt.that iauer and others were compete;t enough ’

"';o handle the history éf the industry and its role in Canadian development.
Innis was mbgg concerned with the xole of pulp and papeé on the demand sidé
in "the form of newéprint and specifically newspapers. Innis recognized that

‘newspapers, as organs of publié¢ opinion had been influential actors during
the Depression which was a period wherein social scientists had radically
altered their public position in respbﬁse to public demand for zctiom.

"From his involvement with the expgnsion of Commerce courses at Toronto

~into the field of marketing.in 1938 (Neill, 1967, p. 175) Innis recognized a
relationship bgtween advertising, the newspaper as_an_oféan of opiniom, and .

- -

the evolution of the social sciénees.” Innis wrote in the Introduction to

Political Economy in the Modern State (1946),

’ -Thé pressure of the production of ﬁéwsprint form the
Precambrian formation, and the more intense development
of advertising, implies an exaggerated emphasis on the
price system and a more unstable public opinion preclud-
ing a clear appreciation of our problems and im turn
. sustained consideration of them. : -

Economics' pre-occupation with the price system with an attendent pre-
occupation with science and mathematics was linked to the level of public
opinion which was determined by the relationship between newspapers #s the

~+principle media and the evolution of public cpinion.

In "The Newspaper in Economic Development” (Imnis, 1946), "The Eﬁglish

Publishing Trade in the Eighteenth Century” and "Technology and Public Opiniaﬁ

in the United States" ( Innis, 1977b,) Innis deals with the rise of the newspapér

o

_as ‘a principle factor in the evolution of public opinion. A4As a result of the
steady improvements in technology, newspapers reduced their costs, expanded
their circulation to all levels of society, and improved upon their information

-

B -



3athe:ing_and dissemination. At the same time newspapers increased their
dependéncelupon advertisement and left themselves open to'beqoming an
organ for the expression of specifié view points. Those who adve§;i;;d_
were able to influence editorial stances and the nature of informétiog
transmitted by the newspaper. As a ;onsequence the éapers became alién;d

with various groups as organs of opinion. Public opinion and values were

relectgd in the pre-eminence of newspapers. The growth of political insti-

.
et by At e o ot

" tutions and the increasing dominance of politics im every day affairs was
both the reason for and result of the growth of neﬁspapers. o }
Innis recognized that media brought the public in closer contact with

those traditional political, economic, and social institutions that‘influeJ%!d .

the evolution of society. More §pecifically the public and public institutions
‘became incréasingly Eoncerngd.with all matters economic, political, social,
and otherwise.- Inﬁis was concerned with the marnner in which economics had
beei\ tranformed at the hand of public opinion and public demand uponr those
institﬁtions which could have a hand in influencing the evolution ofigconomic |
affairs. As pointed out iﬁ the previous chapfer'innis felt that economics
and the wmiversity had slid ‘down in direct relation to the advancement of - , '
the influence of media and public opinion. The pre—occupation of econoﬁfzs i
with the price system and the manner in which 5ciéhce, mathematics, and stétis—
tics.lént themselves to the manipulation of the price'system-in_g_ménner tﬁapr
was in aﬁcordance with public opiﬁion. ,Ihe rise of the state, as a by-

. product of the rise of communicaffbns and public opiniom, served to com-

promise eccnomics in Innis' eyes by encouraging economics to avail itself

of its nmew tools of analysis. The answers that were produced by these tools

would serve to answer the needs of the state and those socio-political

structures that were involved in manipulating the price system to reflect’



public expectagiohs (Innis, -1946, p. 129). Armed with tlils new form of '
t . analysis the economist became less of an economist in the q}éssicélmold -

a true scholar - and became more of a "political" economist as he prostituted .

=
ST

hig§ékf to the pressure of public opinion as manifested in public institutes

((ibid, pp. 129-130). |

-

N 4.2 Harold Innis and Classical Studies

Innis recognized that the print media was pivotal in establishing an
atmgsphere that had come to compromise economics. innis waé concerﬂe&'over -
the incompatibility between public opinion and ixtelligent discourse and 3

particularly over how the latter was being raaically transformed to fit the

-

image the former holds of the” latter. The re-accelerated pace of this trans-

. ”

formation in Innis' life time became the raison d'etre for his.researches

in his final years.’. The Depressibn and the Second World War left Innis
\ ' ’ . '

convinced that iﬁtel;igente was being beseiged by forces that would use it
| and &ransfofm it into a bfactice_to meet ends contraty to what he held to
‘lbe‘the proper end. -But whét were thése.forcesé " Innis féund theif identity
through the works of two of his fellow scholars in the Department of Classies
5& the Univeréiﬁy'df‘?oronto. The Unifersity of Toronto in the'1940's was
;he leading céntre for classical studiéé in No;th America (Watson, 1977;'p. 47).
Moreover the classical scholars étrTorontoAhad tagen upon themselves the
challenge of examining the biases of their times against albackgrouﬁd_qf
classical studies. Of the Toronto scholars C. N; Cochrane ang E. A. Havelock
deserve ﬁarticular'éttention since they played a2 major role in leading Innis ‘

to his studies of ancient empires.
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C. N. Cochrane emerged as an important influence at a time when

- ~

Innis had come to.recognize the effects of socilal conditions upon the
h§ocial sciences’ (Innis, 1975, p. xiii). Coéhrane‘s article "fﬁé Min&
“of Edward éibbon"'(Watson, 1977, p. 48) left its mark on Innis. First,

the historian should alsqg be a phiiosopher to-her him perceive the
importance of facts. Second, iﬁ was possible to reject the findings ;f
experimental science, and make a start from a mére adequate starting

point. Cochrane's contention was that historical investigation would use

-

all‘bf the techniques available to collect and assemble data and would seek
to present it's case according to the highest standards of.logic and art.
But at the presentation level historical investigation . . .

will abandon conventional illusioms of scientific

. objectivity and will seek, with the aid of sympathetic
imagination, disciplined and contrqlled by the comparative
studies of peoples and cultures, to enter into and recover

‘ what it can of past experience, so far as ‘this is possible
within the narrow limits of human understanding; and this
experience it will seek .to "represent’ im such a way as to
convey something, at least, of its meanings to contempor-
aries. In this formidable understanding the historian
can i1l afford to neglect any possible assistance; he will
ignore at his own peril the rich resources of language

. and literature. (Cochrane quoted by Watson, p. 48)

Innis, in his obituary of Cochrane (Innis, 1946, p. 96) commented on

Cochrane's Christianity and Classical Culture and its relevance to the crisis

in the social sciences.

'The significance of the volume for social scientists

is its philosophical approach. In classical civiliz-

ation Teason asserted its supremacy and in doing so

betrayed its insecure position with disastrous results.

"Such perversioms of intellecutual activity”, Augustine
called "fantastica fornicatio the prostitution of the mind
to its own fancies." Classicism was indicted "in the fact
that it acknowledged the claim of science to be architectonic
and therefore, entitled to legislate with sovereign authority
for the guidance’ of human life" . . . History written from =
the philosophical background of classicism differs sharply

-
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from history written ffom the Augustinian point of view.
with its emphasis on will, personality, and unpredictability.

. Paradoxically classicism assumed the unpredictable in
the incalculable, in fortune or in chance, where as -
Augustine admitted the possibility of understanding
the unpredictable by emphasizing personality or
individuality. A society dominated by Augustiné will
produce a fundamentally different type of historian,
who approaches his problem from the stand point of
change and’prqgress, from classicism with its emphasis
son eyclical change and the tendency to equilibrium.
The doctrine of original sin becomes the basis of a

. philosophy of progress in contrast. with the philosophy
of order of classicism.

_ The sweep of the Platonic state in the nlneteenth

and twentieth centures and the spread of science have

been followed by the horrors of the Platonic state. The

social scientist is asked to check his course and to .

indicate his role in western civilization. His answer must

stand the'test of the philosophical approach of Cochrane.

- Innis' response to the challenge of Cochrane was quite unleue.

The classical pole stresed balance and a tendency to equzlibrlum w1thl _ ‘t>
change associated with recu;;ence or cycles. Unpredictable occurrences
were outside of human nature and.left to fortume. The Augustlnlan pole
saw reason, not in balance but an Progress with a mlllenial theory of
chazggzgnd an apocalyptic day of Judgement. Unpredlctablllcy existed in.
"the human personality. Innis:favoured the classicistfposition but was not k\\kxjf
willing toJattack the notiqns<of progress and pefsonality. Rather he
preferred to use them to explain the origins of Angué;iniaﬁ thought{ia,
Western civilizatioa.'clnnis reconciled the two poles cy believing that
order cr'baiance exieced'in the individual par excellence - the intellectual -
'anc that prcgrees was not a function cf personalicy butxwas defined by the
llimits imposed through the succession of different media of communicatioa:'
| Cochrane's reference to fantaatica fornicataq fefer;ed_to the problem
of the inability to tec0ncile fortune with science. The classical,micds

attempted to understand human.society from,a_prfticn of scientific materialism

which led to the ressurection of irrationalism. Irrationalism existed in

{:i;\
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ao'intelleotual world dominoted by uncrioical materialism, The oiassical
mind dismiésed irrationality as an element outside of the human existence.
The classical mind held that that which was irrational was.irrelevent. In
Innis' owd life time he had seen this mind set at work. * Social scientists
studied the hupan‘conditiou from a'materialist‘s perspeooive and on the basio
" of this obervation profered opinions on appropriate soc£¥1 engineering
practices;‘ However the personal, irrational, human elements oere removed on
“the bas;s of their 1lloglcalness. Thus Innis' latter works Qere.a conocious
attempt to illustrate and hopefully blunt the effects of this fantastlca
fornioa;io. To do so Innis examined the destruction and reconstruction of
past monopolies of.koowledge so as to shed some light--upon the monopoly of
knowledge he found himself in.

The second ma;or lnfluence from the dlassical scholars was A. E.
Havelock (Watson, 1977, p. 50). Havelocklploked up upon Imnis' 1dea of
media supresgion as a focus of lookiné ar Greek literature and society.
Ioois‘ oommunications studies seem to'foCuo on the notion that the greater
exteot to which human knowledge and power of production is pushed the greaoér
are the horrors that come back to haunt man. Innis gloaned'thig idéo ffom

- -

Havelock's translation of Prometheus Bound which he subtitled The Crucifixion

of Intellectual Man (Watson, p. 50). Havelock examined the condition of

modern nan by a constant referal to the Greeks and mythology in the hopes of
exposing the inability of modern civillzatlon to.cure its myopia. ThrOugh

“ the legend of Prometheus, Havelock showed that the source of ciﬁilization,
teohooiogical advance, was. the source of its own collapse. The application

of power to man's inventions signalled the lawumching of the modern age. This

-
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-placed technology and its mate science in 4 dominant ‘position Qith“respect.‘
to human existence. This made the scientific world view becoﬁe the common .
" + ' k N

sense of the times. Like Cochrane Havelock saw intelligence and the positivistic
- . o -

scientific view as being hostile-forces. The success aéhthe scientific view.

' . - -
lay in its ability to Bgcome the commdq sense apparatus-of the masses. More-
over as the common sense apparapus‘of the masses it‘lenttitself as the
power base of thé.political appératus that was erected upon the masses:. At
once this put the political apparatus in conflict-with int®kligence. Power
and force were the minions-of political power.. Po}i;ical will had emérged«
~as the principle pre-occupation and initiator of sociél change in Western
civilization. Science.and techngyogy were its major tools. Hgvelock.;on_

cluded that,

What the masque tries to say is that the sheer will to

control and order and, compel is itself a historical .

force in human society and in’ the human soul, working

in constant antagonism to intelligence which it dis-

. trusts and despises and crucifies. (Quoted from Watsom,
1977, p. 53)
This comflict of power with knowledge was obvious to Ianis in his
_ ) i

modern predicament. Intelligence was crucified at the altar of power.
Social scientists foresook intelligence by becoming soaial-gpgineérs. By
arming themselves with pdsitivistic sclence they were accepting the same mental set as
the masses. Cochrane and Havelock led Innis to see the present monopoly of
knowledge based on science aédone that was compatible .to the emergence and -
dominance of politics and power. Politics and power themselves could trade_
thein.beginnings to the application of energy to man's téchnology;:'sﬁecifically ,'
tﬁe application of power to printing, paper-production, and ﬁewspaper production

and distribution. The application 6f power exﬁanded literacy and thus prepared

the masses for the growth of politics and.the dominance of power. Intelligence
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FET was comprised and altered to f£it the mold that power-had created for it. -t

¥

4.3 Innis' Examination of Ancient Empires

Innis (197§, p. 170) identified ancient empires dominated by durabig
media as empifés pre—cccupled with time and religious organiza;ion. Anciéﬁt
-~ empires dominated by light ﬁedia were pre-occupiled with space-aﬁd politic;l»
organizﬁtion. The dominant media and its particular spatial or temporal
bias would determine the dominant biag of the sgciety it.supportéé. -Ancient
civilizations cellapsed gnder'fhe burden of_th;ir bias and they were Bupplanfed
eiéher from within or without by an alternative 'society based on another media;_
In contrast Innis gave:the‘Greek civilization, a civilization based on oral
not written cpmmunicatiqn,‘as a civilization that.had étfuck a balance between
time and space and knowlédge and power (Innis, 1975, pp. 53-84). ‘S;
Wesgern.civilizaﬁion in Ipﬁié' time was dominatéd by‘a light medium -
péper. Paper'was introduced from Cﬁina&by the Hohamedans-and replaéed'the
ecclesiastically dominated»organizatipn predicated on parchment. Paper when
alligned with printing; vernacular Ianguaée and alphabet léd to the expansion
of nation states. The.book'and later the newspaper gave rise t literacy,
advertising and tréde. What emerged.were large séale monopolies of commrunications
based oﬁ paper with a decidéd spatial‘bias.. Western civilization, like other
anciéhtsc;vilizations, because it was domingtéd by a'light medium of communi--
cation, was pre-occupied with space and p;litical'organization.
_ ' This pre—occupétion with;matters political manifested itself iﬁ.social,
political,_and‘econom;c organization. Innls was part%cularly,coﬁcerned‘how
s;holérshiﬁ was affected by the dominance of a spétial bias. Quotiﬁg

>
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Philip Morley, Innis wrote (1946, p. 120),

‘The undisputed predominance of the political spirit has
a plain tendency to limit the subjects in which the men
animated by it can take a real interest. All matters
fall out of sight, or at least £all into a secondary
place, which 'do not bear more or less directly and patent-
ly upon the material and structural welfare of the community.
In this way members of the community miss the most bracing
widening and elevating of the whole range:of influences
that. create great characters . . . This impoverishment
of aims and deprivation of principles by the triumph of the

- political spirit outside its proper sphere camnot unfortunately

be restricted to any oné set of people in the state. It is
something in the very atmosphére which no sanitary cordom can

- limit,

Whg; Innis was attempting to illustrate via Morley was that all other

-considerations that were not directly related to the bias of space and pelitical

organization were ignored or abandoned and the society became increasingly‘?re-

occupied with only those things directly related to the dominapt bais.

-

. Econemics was a victim of this phenomena. Innis expounded upon the:

history of the social sciences in the principle essays contalned in his 1946

book Political Ecomomy in the Modern State. Imnis' revelations about the

history of political economy were a barometer of the overall evelution of the

social sciences. . Political economy emerged as a definitive exercise with the

balance between state, church, and popular opinion that characterized the age

of. Adam Smiéh. This balance resulted because the dominance of the church and

'state was hroken by Luther and Calvin. The appeal teo reasoil not emotion, and

the emergence of.free-trade doctrine led up to the circ nces that preduced

Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations. Innis held that political economy had reached

its zenith during this period and slowly began to descend from this height.

During the same period the university emerged as the new source of knowledge;

- .
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knowledge that was progressive and which aided in developinéihew means of

concelving and understanding the world. The increased activicy of commerce

and the’ growing importance of economic activity brought on by the spatial
bias of society occasioned the need to restructure society and the need o -

justify this restructuration. Economics inhexited the task of interpreting

and justifying social, political, and economic restructuralization. At once

' o .
it became inevitably attached to the status quo.
[

The factors that gave rise to the dominance of the political spirit ‘
were also responsxble for the rise of positivistic scilence to a prominent position.

Park had pointed out that positivistic science readily lcnt ‘itself to a situation

such as the one that was the result of the spatial bias of paper. .

In his preface to Political Ecomomy in the Modern State (1946), Innis

-

- Lt . N
comments upon the result of the marriage of .science and mathematics to

‘economics and the social sciences. .
. ..
(The) influence of a specialization in the social sciences
has been evident in concentration .on the problems of the
price system, partly as a result of its deceptive appearance
of finality which follows the posszblllty of the extensive
use of mathematies, a decisive instrument in the matural
sciences. Sp. viii),

Innis wcs willing to concede that an emphlasisupon the price system,
which was the central concern of neo-classical economics, had served to
fine-tune and improve'the effects of industrialism. But this did not take
away from Innis' insistance that any obsession with the price system and the

instruments involved in its control was to be tempered with an eye to its

limitations. Innis continued, .
But the effectiveness of the price system will depend upon
a realization of its limitations. It has been dependent
upon a wide spread diffusion of mathematics, i.e., on the
ability to make change and on an intensive study of 1its
mathematical character. (p. ix)
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The ease in which mathematics lent itself to an anélysis-of the price A N
system also was fraught with danger.. Innis stated, T X X

., Its susceptibility (the price system) to mathematical ;
-5 research facilitates re-inforcement of the belief in l

- the price system and contributes to the intemSity of the’ )
obsession. It's dangers follow obsession add intolerance i’
to a philosophical interest and §keptici§iﬂ (p. ix) -

As seen in the last chapter Innis feared that what had beset economics ~
. -~ .

was a strident belief in science and mathematics and 2 lack of tolerarnce towards

-

more philosophical and balanced approaches based on a skeptical. r‘_élat:f,onship

with.mainstfeam thought in econemics and in@ividuél research as the basis of

objectivirty.
B The university ﬁaq emerged to advance knowlédge. Scignce emerged as'
the form of-kgowledge that offered ths‘hésF explanation of reality. Its
position was solidified by its adaptability to mechanized communication. As
communication improved the spatial and political'bias of paéer.was expaned and °
gith it the legitimacy‘df science was solidified while it expanded into new areas.
During Innis' life time neo-classical economics was charged with the |
running‘and refipement of the.price system which was_the manifestation of the
predominance of the political spirit occasioned by paper as the pfinciple
medium of communication. . Science and specifically mgfghematics and statistics’
readily lent themselves to the manipulétion of the price system (Innis, i977h,

~

pp. 190-195).°

At this point it will help to piece together Imnis' research. To do so

it is best thaﬁ his work be examined backwards chronolegically. Im his
e o

studies of ancient civilizations Innis found that ancient societies exhibited

tendencies to be biased either temporally or spatially depending on whether
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their principle medium of communication was either durable or light im .
. . - - »

character. Western civilization had moved from a temporarilygénd_ecclesi—

astically biased -stance dominatéd by parchment to a spatially and

politically biased development based on the light media pa;erL

‘ The bias of paper waﬁfgfeatly advance@ by éhé application of technology.
The.printing press and the mechanizrd production of paper advanced the

development of vernacular language and the emergence of the nation state.

The nation state was predicated upon the proliferation of public opinion:

-

\\-ﬂ/’ffiPlic opinion was -created, sustained, and advanced via the newspdper and

rertisement’ which brought tﬁe bias of the political spirit to all”leﬁelsm

- of society.

Political economy, .specifically the seminal work of Adam Smifh, and

7now1edge free from bias, as manifested in the independence of universities
4 - =, N

1

//Huring this time, grew in_that period whgre the biases of t%ﬁe:éné_space
were balanced while western society moved from parchment -to paper. As the
. T
bias of paper transformed western society, economics became increasingly
« pre-occupied with the workings of the price system and to fine tuninglthe
economic order. At the same time séience, which most. expediently lenF itself
. to mechanized communicarion, became the accepted and ;Evered form df‘k;owing.
Economics was becoming increasingly involved with;the épatial bias of western
society and eventually_ic solicited science and specificaily mathematics and
statistics to facilitate its manipulation of the price system.

" Innis' concern with this phenomena was focpsed.on the events eaveloping
the Canadian sholarly community during the 1930'5; All of the forces, biases,
and movements that Innis focused on in his.cémmﬁniqaﬁiﬁné studies were manifes£ed-

> o . . ‘

on a microscopic scale earlier in his career. . The pressure.of public opinion



~and political necessity upon the Canadlan scholarly community was very great.

This .pressure brought forward a{heed to find solutions to the problems of

)
-

Ehe'Depreséion which increased economics' reliance on positivistic science to
‘providé éhsﬁers and-to'manipulape the price system.

“What Innis feared was a loss of balanced, objective approaches in the
.‘__éocial scigﬁces; In essence objectivity did not exist. Innis_did not accept

roo . - . .
‘the scieﬁqific ;la;ﬁ of objectivity but rather‘ﬁccepﬁed that the real world
‘as‘weii as the ;bsérver of that world held certain biases or subjective ;iews
of that world. The best that could be hoped for was that the observer, having
“fecogﬁized these biasés and armed with a respectful dose of criticism, could

approach some representation of reality and provide net final answers but a

reasonabi}-weli balancéd viewpoint.

‘. 4.4 Innds<and the Role of the University
From Innis' studies of ancient and western civilizatioms he concluded

thét our Qesterp civilization was spatialiy biaséd and drivén by the political
spirit. Thislbias m#nifestedlitséifaat_tﬁe.immediate level of Imnis'' experiences
Aﬁithjthe tfansfdfmatigﬁ of the Canadian scholarly commdhity during the 1930's.
Tﬁe biasés of q#r-éi&ilization wgré such that ‘Innis, quoting Philip Morley

again wrote (19467 p. 121), | '

Practically and as a matter of history, a society

is seldom at the same time successfully energetic
both in ‘temporals and spirituals, seldom prosperous
alike in seeking abstract truths and nursing.the
political spirit. There is a decisive pre-ponderance
in one direction or the other, and the equal balance
between free and active thinking and coherent practical
energy in a community seems too hard to sustain.

rL
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The pre-ponderance in one directipn and the .difficulty of main-

‘taining an empire with this strongbias left Innis very concerned. His

concern sprung from Park's 1940 article where Innis first connected science
. : . ' L .

with communication. -Park, discuSsing the phenomena of territdral order in

a society wrote (1940, p. 142),°

R

every civilization carries the seed of its own
destruction. Such seeds are likely to be the
technical devices that introduce a new soclal
order and usher out an old.
Morley stated that a soclety could not both be spatlallv ‘and temporallv ot
o _

balanced. Park's argument .States that thhs 1mbalance will eventually lead to

‘collapse. Western c1v1llzatlon flowered out of the seed of technologlcal advance -

.
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that surrounded paper. However at the same time .as the seed was prodnc1ng this .

PR g

flower it was also'programming that flower's eventual death. This death was
"1nev1table because the flower would grow with such a bias that it could not

hope to sustain itself. Innis had come o thls same conclu51on after wltne551ng

ancient empires collapse under the welght of their own. blas only to be replaced
b

by another. The 1nev1tablllty of the eventual collapse

f western society was
guaranteed because communication technology 1nsured tha the’ spatlal and polltl—
cal bias of paper-reached every dark corner of our exdistence.

Innis was certainly pessxmlstlc about the fate of western c1v1llzatlon.
But JUSt as he had faith in the 1nd1v1dual scholar to counter the blas of ‘science
Innis had faith in the unlver51ty to counter—act the bias of clvlllzatlon. The
- university had funotloned tolcounter balance the bias .of paper and the producc
of this period3of balance between the blas of time and soace_was tlkework of
Adan Smith. Innls believed that the unlver51ty was capable of promotlng the
virtues of .the oral tradltlon of the Greeks and the ceoncerns of tlEE balanced

approaches, and thalvory tower agalnst the biases of space.



By

to science and reason but Ln dolng 0 layed itself open to the 1nfluence

= 101

Innis maintained- that the redemptioﬁ"of ecdnbndcsﬂﬁnd thESoEééi\\‘ﬂ//):_.
scliences in his life time lay in the reSurrectlon of the unlversxty. The

unxvers;ty had freed ltself from the bonds of church and state by an.appeal

- of socmal economlc, and polltlcal lnstltutlons seeking.to- explomt the
-'unlverSLty. -So great had been the persistent pressure o£ public_opinion

_ and political will that Innis felt that the univebsity had declised to a

point where it functioned as a reserve pool of léboﬁr fér political parties -
facing crisis,which'greatl?ztompromised the prestige of learning in the social

sciences. With each.new crisis the appeal for learned men with prestige

 aggrévated this situation (Iﬁnis, 1946 p.124).

InnlS was appalled at the 1ncreasmng biases in schola:shlp that had
come about as the scholarly communlty became involved 1n "areas outs;da the . ;"

confines .of the wniversity. The un;ver51ty was meant to be'the re9031tory

P

of unbiased opinion and an escapé from pressure groupé.- Tonis felt that
the uniVersity had some how betrayed this role. He wrote of the wmiversity
(1946, p. 65),

She began to follow ome fashion after another ... .
Her influence was sought by business, by political
parties, and by ecclesiastical organizations. She =
came to be known by the company she kept . .. . She
is beseiged on all hands by villains. She no longer
represents western civilization as she did in the
Middle Ages . . . The university lent her ears to

. those who on all sides told her they had discovered.
truth, and she forgot that her existence depended
on the search for truth, and got on- truth.

In "A Note on Universities and the Social Sciences” Innis (1935)

stated that the University should have been regarded as an active centre

for strengthening the position of the mtural and social sciences. . The

social scientist was all too often involved in matters other than the search.

for truth and was subéequently weakened with respect to other sectors
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the "opiate of the. people" so as to solidify cheir~scandidg.within the

102
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of the upi%ersiﬁy community.  Social scientists had been forced to become

. univérsity community. The greater the social disturbances, the greater

the need for the university to‘protect.the-sbcia; scientist from himself.

Scholars in universities of .old tradition were thought to be worth listening

&

to and SOcial scientists were forced to-exploic this'fallécy.f The university '

.had failed to put an end to this because those who managed it had accepted

X

this fallacy as well. Thus. the whole svstem was Jeopardlzed and the scholar

left unprotected.-
With the outbreak of the Second World War there awoke in Imnis old

RS ) . .

‘ animdsiries over the role of "war-workers" and the powers of thé authorities.

He remembered how he, as a returning soldier 'in 1913, felt'compromised Ey

the universities whose. staff were all out winning the war (Creighton, 1957, -

pp. 106-108). Imnis became the biggest deféhder;of the uﬁiversity and all

. the ;raditidﬁs it stood for. He would ensure the unlverSLty ‘'would be there

- for ‘the returning soldiers and, moreover, it would be there intact. But

it was, not only his past that pushed Innls._ Innis’ defense of the university

tradltlon was related to hlS despalr over the state of the soc1al sciences and

‘western civilization. dis defense of the unlverSLCy took the form of:noc

e
£ A

- defending the university as it was but as it should be. In Political Economy

.in the Modern State Innis wrote (p. 141),

‘The place af the social sciences in Western Civilizationm
nust be seen in relation to the role of universities.
The university has played its greates. role in serving
- as a stabilizing factor. The.trend of the social sciences
in response tg the demands of the new bureaucracy has
been towards increasing specialization. And in this it
has threatened the influence of. universities. The univer-
sity must deny the finality of any of the conclusions of
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'indicative of Innis' awareness that despite his most fervent wishes and

. . T o \
the social sciences. It must steadfastly resist the o S
tendency 'to accldim any.single solution of the world's ,
problems. at the risk of failing to play its rale as a - Bl
balancing facdtor in-the growth of civilization . . .
_ ~ It:is the task of the social sciences in the universities
) indicate their limitations in their cultural setting.

n

In "A Plea for the. University Tradition" Innis (1946 Ps 65)

* wrote of the univerSity, B

qan

T e C e ~

'Her traditions and her interest demand an obsession with .
balance and persPective and an obsession with the Greek - R
tradition -of the humanities.. The search for fruth assumes )
a constant aveidance of extremes ‘and extravagance. 'Virtue
‘is the middle way. There are'no cures. Always we are
compelled to be skeptical of the’ prOposal to cure the world's
ill. ‘We cannot tolerate.the dominance of aay individual or
any group.' -

. Finally Innis wrote in "'The University in the Modern Crisis’: (Innis, 1946,
p- 73}, T T ¥
* The university mast play its major role in the rehabilitation-
of civilization which we have witnessed in thls century by
recognizing that western civilization has collapsed o e
This university, (University of Neéw Brumswick) which represents -
the greatest tradition of freedom from.state control, offers ' ) .
a platform on which we may be able to discuss the problems

of civilization. We stand on a small and dwindling island
surrounded by the flood.of totalitarianism.

' The last qhbte has a.particular'ring_of"pessimism to it and is

deepest desiies the university was failing iﬁ its duty to society and
civilizatiom.

‘Innis continued to defend the university tradition and to protect it
as -a sanctuary for objective scholarship and as 2 platform.for the discussion
of the problems of civilization. Innis' concern over the developﬁent ef the
socisl sciences was reflectéd in his concern fcr the dnivefsity.ullnnis
recogpized that the developments in the social:stientes were a microcosm

of the problems of civilizatiqn.‘-Theruniversity was obliged to provide the’
. ' . .. ' '

4
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conditions that would be‘conducive‘for thepeocial SCiencist‘cp undertake-

L. A - - .

his preservation and reformation and to provide a haven for those conterned

wicﬁ the fate of oeétern.civilization. _ . "i_ o . o -'v.;‘gi

4.5 Innis' View of Space and Time: \

Our inabilicy to,understand the significance of Innis' communications'’
work rises from our predispOSition to see: it as the scaples approach 'writ:‘-n ) &

. large (Watson, 1971,~p 54). The staples approach was concerned with in-

: stability,-dependence and economic disequilibrium If the succession of

- .

resources was the key.ito understanding the existence of disequilibrium in

the hinterland it .must be understood that it was the source of equilibrium
for a centre ecomomy. The success of the British empire was testimony to

this (Watson, 1917p7b.,55). “All'coo often tﬁe notion. of equilibrium/

- . . -

disequilibrium which existed in Innis' staple work was taken as suffiCient‘

»

reason to.suspect they eiistec Jin his communications work (ibid,. P 5&)

Certainly there were symnetrical peccerns revolving around economic
. . « .

equilibrium and the notion of balance in communications.  The comsequence

* ' o i\ 3 . .
was a,deterministic, mechanistic interpretation of Innis (ibid, p. 54).
The interpretation saw a mechanical link between a dominant meddium of ’ -,

.l‘. . :. - - . N

conmunication and a cercain t&pe of empire;ﬁhich is Structurally determineii
py the characteristics of;that_medium (McLuhan, 1977,;p. xii). |
Watson makes tﬁe a;sertiontthat‘Gbalance"-is,rﬁe principle concern of
Imis' communicationtetudleer *It.wee ri.ot't:he‘"‘tz_e.ilait'xc.fa:Ir that wae;engendered
cin Simple economic equilibrium but balance’as conceived by the claSSical

-

scholars. the interplay of power and kn0wledge.. Innisg’ communications

- . v B . *
L

'
- . -



. X ‘ studles vere wrltten as the hlstory of the formatlon, interaction and dlssolutlon

| of monopolaes of force and knowledge w1th the technology of communications
actlng as ‘mediator (Watson, 1977, P: 54). qInnls treatment of media character-

isties was meant to'illuminate not their blas for space or’ tlme but rather ‘ii
their bras for power or knowledge. A spatial or power bias was set against

a tlme or knowledge bias and the successful empire was the one that would

-

achieve a balance between the two. _\~’<{ -

- -

{ - Watson r;ghtly p01nted out, that the llmltatlons of those who 1nterpreted

»

Innls led them to see that medla characterlstcs was the startlng pomnt. They

.asstumed 1nper1a1 1mbalance and- thus worked back to the structure of the

s

emplre (ibid, p 56) Innls started from the existence of an empire, aSSumed}

R the existence of rmperlal balance and worked’ back to the complementary nature

of medla. In Emplre "and Communlcatlons (1975, P. 170) Innis attempted to e

v 1111ustrate that the erlstence of* large scale polltlcal organlzatrons rested

upon flndlng a solutlon to the problems of space ot admlnlstratlve effltlency

.

-

and time or contlnulty. The-solutlon reSulted from the 1ntroductlon of a

second medium to check the blases of the flrst thus lnsurlng the necessary

condltlons for growth of an empire. .The existence of thls balance 1n an

emplre presupposed the proper condltlons for creatmve thought whlch would

functlon to create a balanced emplre( Watson, 1977, P. 57) It is paradoxlcal‘

N
N il

that two mutually exclusave powers would hame to co—exlst for the sake of a \

Y

n

'ﬁsuccessful emplre. Innls treatment of emplres was a double dlalectlc where

. - .

media not only complemented each: other but also werg linked to the polltlcal
‘alllance of power”and 1ntelllgence in soc1ety (ibld, p. 57) All too often

_the slmple crlthue was to see the v13ual wrltten tradltlon predlcated on’

T
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spdce binding media with secular ‘and centralized political power at the -

opposite}extreme from the auditory and'oral-tihe binding trad;ﬁidn of decen-
tralized quasireligious organization. In fact Innis'_stﬁdx_of ancient

empires servéé to illustrate the dichotomy between bower and knowledge,
the mechanizedep;sus the living tradition. Coﬁmuuications.was used as the

focus for anmalysis of this éichotomy betweénkﬁowef and knowledge, the
mechanized versus the living traditiom. Communications was used as the’
focus for analysis of this dichotomy. Watson (pége 58) points out that,

The ear and the eye, the auditory and the" visual, the
oral and written tradition, decentrallzatzon and central-
ization, time binding and space bindlng media, and
- religious and secular organization. are not necessarily
- opposite poles of the same basic dichotomy. Their inter-
relationship does not follow amy rule but is radically imn-
2e determinate or, morg correctly put, it depends upon the
various circumstances present in ‘A4 particular historical
context. What is important in Innis is how each of these
- aspects relates to the overall dynamic of power and
.- knowledge at any given point in time. Imnis saw clearly that
the outcome of this dynamic was the triumph of the mechanized
tradition and organized force. This triumph encompassed
both poles of the communications dialectic.

Innis' studies of ancient empires led him to conclude that the
mechanistic tradftion and organized force would prevail. Innis concluded
" that western -civilization represented the victory of power over knowledge .

* and media played z pivotal role in this victory. Later the radio made the-

-

transmission.of information an almost instantaneous activity. Whereas

McLuhan saw.this a major weakenss in Innis' work-(Iﬁnis, 1977, p. xii) Innis

-was.correct in seeing the radio as an extension of the newspaper. Both the

.

.

radio and newspaper lentfthemselvés_to the ascendency of power over knowledge.
The mechanization of media mean an' ever-increasing passive acceptance

.t P

of -mechanical mes§ages:(WaEson, 1977, p. 59). Watson makes the poin;,that it

was not only that the messages were reaching the population in a changed sense

.

3
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proportion of sight and sound butumoreﬁimportantly they were centrally -

-

produced and distributed (Ibid, p. 59). ;The‘newSpaper and radio were controlled
by veSted interests:through both-direct and indirect mAnipulation. The mass
audlence was wrlllng to accept the message carrled by the redza on the strength

of the reputatron‘of media, . InnlS lllustrated thrs pornt in his treatment of .
the emanclpatlon of the press and 1ts rise to'a POSltlon of prestrge ’(Innrs,.
. \ .

~ N . : -

1975, pp 141—170 1977b,pp. 142-195) The medla rose to a p051tlon of prominence

‘in direct relation to thé'rise-of power.over'knowledge. It was & reciprocal

assocratlon whlch saw the media became an organ of the structures. of power” by -

1

,whlch ‘the masses were lntroduced‘to the fold, In turn thls placed communlca—

tlons in a very sen51t1ve posrtlon vzs—a—vzs the polltlcal structure and 1n

-

'essence both became lne\orably llnked to the other. For Innis the v1ct1m‘cf

3 .
PN A

thls uion was knowledge and those forces Whlch eslsted 1n.opp051tlon to the

a v

blaSES'of the domlnant medra and the polltlcal Splrlt. T ' -

\ ThlS lack of balance between power and knowledge was the situation thatt

was worklng to squeeze the social sc1ences ‘during Innls llfe tlne; To address .
this problem Innis recalled that in every successful empire there was*a balance

in time, and space, Innls .emphasized the oral tra&ltlon of the Greeks and an.

4 -

approach to scholarshlp that stressed long term trends and. hlstory whlle

l'

regectlng the short term mechanlcal character of science and mathematlcs. It~

wr

-

- . L 2L

was Park. (1940} .who Stated that alternatlve forces lay in wait’ untll an

L emplre was about to collapse under the wer@ht of its own blas. These-alter-

native forces would fill the void_and for 2 time a balance would exist which

was positive for-all concerned. From this balance one bias sould emerge. and
i . - . ) K : -

the cycle would be repeated. From this idea Innis postulated the role of the

university as a sanctuary for the forces of knmowledge that would redress the

bias of space in modern society. By keeping the forces;of knowledge'alive7\

r
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Innis hoped to combat the ﬁrosent minded mgdia'mainrained biaq of his time.

By apooaling to the oral traditioﬁ of the Greeks Innio was doing more

than Just respondlng to Ehe media induced and sustalned blas of his time. The
v1ta11ty of the oral tradition (Innis, 1975, P 170) was meant to combat "the S
up3551v1ty that marked the successful manlpularlon of media by the power group.

Innls communlcatlons work lllustrated the s;ccess of power to polarlze
aotrvzty around ltS dlctates by Suocessfully harnessmng a compatlble medla
type. This made Innls very hostlle to power. This dostility was manlfestgd\

in hls dlatrlbes agalnst the Unlted States (Innls, 1879, p.‘394). His anti-

L_-

American stance was an antl—power»stance. His deslre‘to‘separate Canada from - o

this source of power and medla bias was 1ntended to maintain a healthy distance’ ‘
from the Unzted States and protect Canada from ‘the bias of unbridled power.'

Innis was forced into a no win 51tuatlon. .The scholar who addressed‘

himself .to the imbalance of power-and knowledge and its manifasiation in'me&ia
created society faced:impossible odds. Ionis wrote (1977b,p. 30),

. The Industrial Reveolution and mechanized knowledge have
v all but destroyed the scholar s influence. Force is no
longer concerned with hn:protectlon and is actively
‘engaged in schemes for his destruction: Enormous
improvements in communication have made understanding-
more difficult. Even science, mathematics, and music
© as the last -refuge of ‘the Western mind have come: under the
. spell of the mechanized vernacular. .

]

If we combine this realizatioh with Havelock's conclusion wa begin to see the
ehormity‘oflthe task. Havelock commented that (Watson, 1977, p. 60)

The 1ntellectual must by definition be pushed to
the wall; because his science cannot be competitive’
" (with thepowers that be). To compete for power would
destroy his premises ‘and his mental processes . . .
So' by that virtue which is his (foresight), he is
‘called upon to bear an emotional burden which his rival
does not have to shoulder. Every time he attempts a
fresh effort of foresight he risks offense to the established
chain of command in society. If he extends this to the
science of man, he sets.up an auvtomatic malaise in the -
machine of society, and provokes active distrust and
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antagonism from those who enjoy operating it.

LA « « . This brings to intellectual man a- certain
loneliness.;' . :
. ’ Innis suffered these consequences. The scholar's influence had been
A eroded to a oin where he had become an agent of the state. The tools the

scholar had \sed tocestablish himself were now so eroded -by mechanized
.commuoication that they served to botress those forces tHit were aﬁtitheticel
* to knowledge. In the face of, this opposition any scholar who attempted to

articulate this situation and to attempt to work in oZ:osition to it faced

a verv lonely exietence outside of the status quo. C

hrane summed up this

.\, whole situatlon when he stated that
g The process to which mankiﬁd is subject is therefore.
self-defeating; it is like the osc1llatlon of a pendulum

. . . the role of the mind.in the historical process . . .
is simply that of a passive spectator ... . Self-conscious-
ness thus resolves itself into a consciousness of impotence .
id the grip of material necessity . . . the acceptance of

‘ this cqnelusion must necessarily breed a profound and

S ineradicable pessimism . . . "O0f all the sorrows which

' afflict mankind, the bitterest is this, that one should
have consciousness of so much, but control over nothing.'
(Watson, 1977, p. 50) : N -

..

N\

It is sad to think that Innis, after having progressed to a point

‘

where he enjoyed consciousness would be reduced to despair over the lack

of control over those events that were unfolding around him. But this was

7 | '
the sad truth of Innis' life. For all of his insight into the evolution

of western civilization he came to the point where. he could foresee only

one possible conclusion: the end of Western pivilization.

4.6 Innis Sounds a Warning to Geography

- S

ABERY

In 1942 Innis seized an opportunlty to speak out against the then recent

trends which worried him. The Association of American Geographers, along with



=
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the American Historical Asbociation were to have held.a joint congress, the

theme of whxch was "The Hlstorlcal Approach xo Geo-Polltlcs“. Harold Innis
was to have been a prlnclpal.speaker but when the meetlng was cancelled he

was invited to submlt his oplnlons for—publlcatlon by the edltors of The.. -

_ Geographical Review, Innls rev1ew of the then: latest publlshed materlal

dealing with geo-politics brought him to a p051tlon where hls.rev1ew took.f
.. Y ) -

the. form of a challenge to geography. Professor J. 0. M Broek was. 1nv1ted

to respond'to Innis and the ensuing debate was publlshed in the Apr11 1945

edltlon of the Geographlcal Rev1ew (pp. 301-311).

Innis hegan by 111ustrat1ng the damaglng effects of natlonallsm upon
geography It had been evldent in the work QqSVidal de Ta Blache, Halford J -
Mackinder and Thomas Mahan. During the Second Wbrld War Nazi German} had |
‘Successfully exploitedgeography and had developedngeo—polltlcs-fcllowlng,‘
along from the work of Haushofer. The development of geo-politics‘dn ﬁaaie

Germany did not suprise Innis.“ He attributed its rise to the fact that

'contlnental economies were well suited to the development of geography bv

virtue of thelr ewlstence on land Maritime economies, .in contrast, by vlrtue
. N i

of‘thelr openess to_others, were more sensitive ﬁo tne infiucnces ofpculture;
and: cultural change-nhich nade them predisposed to.the sociai sciences and
less concerned with geoéraphv-<'Nazi Germany.;uffered from a.weakened-tradition'
of scholarship and little development in the soc1al sciences thus geo—polztlcs
was allowed to emerge largely unchecked. The dangers - of geo—polltlcs were a°
warning according to Imnis. It nas_a warning against the soclal_sclences and‘.l
geographies growing tendency tolgeneralize. -This tendnncy was born_out ofnthe~n

rise of nationalism and a loss of skepticism.



-

" Innis -during this time was wvery sensitive to the rise of nationalism. -

The domfnance of the political spirit contributed to the loss of a skeptical

stance in the social sciences. It meant an increasing use of mathematics and

- the creation of broad genmeralizations. The. result of specialization in the

The extension of democracy to every level of the social order and the press'

é;tgmpting to bridge the gap between the
_’/\_ - :

‘hatural sciences had resulted in.a dogmatic attitude and the development of
.a closed system of philbsophy. The same phenoﬁena had occured in the social

‘sciences with the cuset of specialization and acceptance of new methodology.

© . The war accentuated the loss of skepticism in the social sciences. The

social sciences were threatened by democracy, the manifestation of political will.

role in this matter were responsible for compromising scholarship.

Innis felt that geography had made a*contribution to this phenomemnm by

tural and the social scieéges.
Geographérs have been blessed by their-asgociation with the natural sciences.

But in their c¢laim as a co-ordinatin ject geographers have Been very lax

- - - - - . T N
in their appreciation of the other social sciences. The challenge for the

‘social scientists and.for geographers was to carry on unceasing research and

a ph;}osophical inquiry into the increasing trend of centralization in
democratic societies. As democracy advanced unchecked, the possibility of
skepticism helping to check the excesses of democracy become increasingly

smaller. The absurdity of geo-politics should lead the geographer to recognize

this danger and to develop their science to check this bias. - ~

N~

N

Broek's response to Innis was a highly defemnsive one. He admitted that
the war had caused "absurdities' to occur but Broek refused to accept Innis'

sweeping generalizations against geography. Broek contended that geography was

e,



Innis' whipping boy and it served to substitute 1f skepticism was less

evident in geography than any of- the other social science. Broek wondered

-

if it was fair to isolate the inability of German geographers to- choke “off .
geopolitics as a srgn of a loss of skepticism within the whole discipline.
What of the failure -of other German soc1al scientists to- choke off Nazi S
mythoiogy andlscience? Geography s unfortunate stintlwith geo-politics was
not-sufficient grounds to tag it as- the handmaiden of generals or to blame

it for the‘unfortunate events in Nazi Germany S 3"'-ft'{ '%;

.

Innis' remarks with regard to co-ordination to offset overspecializa-

tion led Broek to suggest that Innis might have been more encouraging of geo— .

graphy's attempts to prov1de co-ordination.- The faVOurable response to_i

.. -

regional studies; the apprec;ation of interrelated phenomena in their regional‘ -

framework was eVidence of geography s, ‘concern - for overspecialization. Broek

cautioned that. training in one's chosen field should.haVe preceded any. attempt

at coordination. Specialization by disciplines wouldnhave to_precede coordination :

amongst the disciplines.

Finally on the subject of obJectivity Broek questioned the assertion that

the social sciences went too far in their acceptance of the methods of the‘
natural sciences. Broek saw it as an attempt to define the relationShip
between social science, morzl philescphy, and politics. Broek qnoted_SirL
William Beveridge's 1937 condemnation of those social scientists,whoicomhined
their teaching and research with the practice of the art otfgoﬁernment.; |

* Beveridge's position was parallel te Innis' own opinion on the suhject. Broeh
did not see the question as simply a choice between the forum‘andhthenivory

tower. Were it so, the choice would have been for the latter. Broek held that

the space between the two extremes was sufficiently large so as to make a clear

P B
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Ti phoicé aldifficuit qpé.~ Broek felt it'wéé é necesgity toispeé#ﬁqp'sn‘
”-'5impoft§nt'$séues£ It}was_egpécially important.if'tﬁe findings of their
j fesearéh put;thém, in thiélcase geographers, in é posifion to make a real'i
conﬁr;bﬁtion. Té do otherwise ﬁouldAbe to compromise pﬁé's work-for.the K
 sake of académic‘detqchmentf Broek'é connentioh was that the decline of
skepticism could né;'bé fougﬁt by locking oneself up in an‘ivory tower.,
‘Broek accepted the-éxistence of persoﬁal insight, wigdom,‘sentiment;-and..
.juégemenF and gmbracéd Sir Halford Mackinder's belief'that.géogr%phy.was an
aft of expresSion parallel and compleméntaryrto the litéfary arts. Geography
drew its data from the geographic aspects of a number of sciences andlintég:ated
-iﬁ with a human viewp;int: ranging facts along with values. .Not wgﬁﬁ- |

" standing, the question of objectivity was still a problem, but 2ll concerned

- were dealing with it in the best manner possibie, Political geography, the

original subject area of this discussion; would continue to appear to be
» . ,
immoral to purists such as Innis. This immorality would last as long as

distinct power groups existed in this world. Broek felt that it was possible
b4

for the scholar and the reformer to exist together.and to counteract one
another. The existence of both objective and subjective viewpoints-could
only be maﬁaged by the individual armed with a scientific consciencé._ The
scholar'must-be guided by intellectﬁal honesty and constant self-criticism.
The pr;ﬁéiple difference between Brogk and Innis revolved around the
question of objectivity. Geo-politics had shown itself to be a puppet of
public opinion and a suspect practice at the best of times. Innis interpreted

‘the existence of geo-politics as the comsequence of the rise of democracy and

theé social scientist falling victim to this rise. Broek concurred that some
social scientists had allowed themselves to become agents of the state. This

was an unavoidable occurrehce since power groups existed and social scientists,

./'*-\ '
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being hnman,:COuld_nqt hope toFbe;oﬂjectire at aii timES, 'Brcek did'noc o - ‘.'_ -

"expec; 6bjec£iyit§-but‘ratherAconsidered}ir‘qnite acceptabie to'have §a1uesl |

Piaced along side of facrs. ‘Asflong‘as thé_individnai>scholar'was‘ |

sufficiently.cautionsz honesr.'and‘seif-critical chen value and‘fact could }

ce;exiscfin rhe?sociai sciences.. ' :”- o - ; o o
Innis could not agree because he felt'that social science had not

ibeen cautious-enough. Like. Broek, Innis.placed a greac-deal“ofnfaich‘upon the

scholar as an iﬁdependent”self—reéulaciné intellect: ' But Innis‘ hopes were. .

mixed with a healthy dose of pessimism " His appreciation of the prevasireness _ i ' E

ﬂ°f democracy led him to doubt if the scholar could stand alone._ Innis

"feared that those values of. a soc1ety that placed such a high regard upon

the natural sciences and mathematics would compromlse geography-in particular,

and tne social sciences in;general and tney would be unable to‘resist; innis.

had seen it in ecopomics where a pre—cccupation with:che norkings‘qf the price .

sfstem had bronéht about the introduction of mathematics and‘science.into

economics. Innis_pusned for the ivory tower to preserve objectirity. Not

the objectivity supposedly available by the acceptance of positivistic science

and mathematics, but tne objectivity that comes rrom an atmosphere that allows

fcr‘the full flourishing of intellectual nonesty and ‘constant self-criticism.

The sort of objectivity being pursued by the Social sciences'oniy reinéorced the

a—

.bias of power over koowledge. Inmis could only hope that anyone purporting

»

tc have found the truth would Trealize he was only contributing to the end of

the true democratic state.



115

4 7 Changes An’ Anglo-American Geography
: During Innis Lifetime

et ~

' History'provednthat Innis' warning to. geography went largely unheeded

ithe quantitative revolution stands as testimony to that fact. Geography s
history shows . that 4t has always dabbled with the possibility of being more- ;;Lie'
‘scientific. The debate between environmental determinism and - p0551bilism was .
an - jattempt to gC beyond description and to.provide explanation.
Determinism had its roots in Darwinism which had influenced a belief in the

eristence of law in nature and which fostered the emergence of a nomothetic
—~

.y -

approach (HoltuJenSen 1980 p.-&?). However determinism could not adopt
_ the hypothetic—deductive -approach of physics and chemistry‘Sane the phenomena
they studied did not manifest.themselves in a‘measorable{'observable manner.

Determinism attempted 6 "proceed with the prestige of .science but had to

formulate generalizations and then corroborate them with selected eiamples of

.proof_(ibid, p. &9). The pOSSlblllSt alternative rejected determinism on

the basis of free‘will in humans. Moreover, geographicalfpre-occupation with
_the region negated the hypotheticfdeductive method and the possibilists chose
not to stress method vith any vigor,exceptfto stress field Gork.;We have
already seen vhere Innis was greatly disposed-to favouring the possibilist

explanation and in the light of his later work it comes as no surprise.- Innis

held pOSSlblllsm to be more sc1entific precxsely because it reJected the
possibility of objectivity that was central tofthe natural sciences. The

possibilists proposed a method that incorporated in depth ‘historical and

geographical analysis which automatically included an appreciation-of both

time and space.
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“In Anglo-Aﬁericanjgéogfaphy-the controversy surrounding determinism

-

. and poSsibilism was replaced by the new paradigm of regional geography,

-

a conservatlve paradigm with a view to generallzation andwdescription

without the problems of explanation (Johnston, 1979{ p. 33) The regional‘/J

o approach found it s champion in Richard Hartshorne and hls 1939 publlcation,

The Néture'of Geography. According to Hartshorne, geography was meant to

focus on areai differentiation and was '"concerned to provido-accurape,
_ofderly,;and rofional doocription ané interpretation of tho;variablo;oharacter-
of the earth's oorface"-(ﬁartshorné: 1939, p. 21). The regional geography
of ﬁagtshoine was an exceptionalist stance which placed it outside of the
‘:oalm of tﬁg other sciences by view of irs focus on the unique phenomena:
‘the region. Goographic method involved identifying the region, usually through
map and field work interpretation, aod producing a total image of the rogion-
- synthesizing from the sub-division of'geography. During this pg;iod the
sub-divisions of geography were established and enjoyed some;5uocess, out -
all were still subordinate to regiomal sﬁodies {Johnston, 1979?,pp; 5&—3@).
The most important aspect of'regional geography's concern witﬁ the unique was
its acceptance of an idiographio method to describe unique phenomena in'unique
regions (Holt-Jenoén, 1931, p. 36). The geographers looked upon the%é'opaft:;
as art as much as otience. Jan Broek in 1§65 wfote, .
The humanitieo stress real persons‘and-real.cases rather
than models, quality rather than quantity, ewvaluation
and evocation- rather than calculation, beauty and wisdom
rather than information. 'Geography shares these attitudes
to some exten;- (ﬁroek,-1965, p. 21)
_ This was the centyal paradigm of geography that Innis was addressing
himge}f to in 1945. Although Anglo-American geographers had rejected a
nomophetic'petpodology’and had a definite predisposition -to the humanities,

. \
| .
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thds was not sufficient to protect-it. Geo—politics and the exploitation of

el

political geography made Innis aware of how vulnerable the»discipline was.

What Innis ‘was strtving for was a recognition of the forces surrounding the _“» :f

political spirit and their capacity to. compromise even geography a resolve ‘:
to remaln unlque, ideographic, and allgned with.the humanities. It was
e simply not Just a matter of. faith in the reglonal method and geography s

unrqueness that was required. Broek 5 belief in geography 5 ability to

synthes1ze and act as the clearing house of the -social sciences guaranteed

'

nothlng Innis wanted geography to see- that its positlon could be compromdsed

unless 1t consclously practiced those elements of its methodblogy and art f\ R

o
.

that mitlgated agalnst the spatlal blases of power and mechanlzed communlcation.
1 The reglonal paradlgm d1d much 'to weaken geography in the face of these .-,
polltlcal forces. In Anglo Amerlcan geography that part of ‘the dlSClpllne

with a concern for time, hlstorlcal geography, was relegated to the wings of

: u
the regional paradxgm. Hartshorne saw syntheszs as paramount and claimlng to

follow Kant's contentlon that geography was, a ‘chorological sc1ence Hartshorne

relegated historical methods of analyszs to the frlnge (Hartshorne, 1939 and

1959) The removal of hlstorlcal geography to the frlnges of,the reglonal

paradlgm was the removal of that lone element of geographlc investzgatlon with

K

a goncern for process and tlme " These concerns embodled the alternatlve

perspectlve to. 51mple, tlmeless space. S R Y e

“

- K '—-‘ L1 o ' -
Innls subsequent works‘bnfcommunications showed that:.a concern for

time was the necessary balancing factor in stabilizing thé imbalance of power

-~

' to knowledge.' Time, as a. central concern of sholarship, was the essentral

element that could address rhe bras of modern SDClEtieS. With the supremacy |,

of political powet and its concern for Space, knowledge and scholarship were f



"“53 dlsclpline geography might have been better prepared to address 1tself

-\changed} The dominance of sclence and mathematics reflected this change. e

i
[y N *

Gebgraphy had the elements to resist this change in historical geography

K -~ Lt

. Bad hlstorical geography been allowed ‘to occupy a space at the ‘core: of the:f

¥

-

! )

‘ to the problem of balance in western clvlllzation.

The regional paradigm was coming under 1ncrea51ng attack ;In a

1961 artlcle, Freeman (1961, p. 141) chronlcled the ‘drssatlsfaction:l
oi many geographers wrth the regronal paradlgm Theﬁregionsldefined by

“; geographers lacked character., Reglonal classrflcatlon uas showing 1tself

to be 1ncreas;ngly naive and descendlng to the practlce of produclng a
weary succe551on of phv51cal and human actlvltv "facts". JMoreispecifically,

E A. Ackerman (1943, N: 153) e\preSSed hlS dlsmay over geography's

~1
-~

_ p051tlon vrs—a-vls the other.socral sciences. Hls war e\perlence left him

bl .
k) N Rl

convinced that more attentlon should be dzrected towards strengthenlng the

systematlc concerns of_geography} By extensioni the regional;paradlgm woald
JPéis;Féngthened. | | y | L - |

| ; Acierman's arflcle was important in settingqthe background forrsubsequent:
events. The Second World War brought geographers 1nto contact Wlth other

o
i ¥

A A

scholars. Upon examlnatlon of the1r drsc1p11ne agalnst the others, geographers

-i’,,felt a certarn wantlng. Certalnly when measured'agalnst economlsts‘w1th thelr

e

mathematlcs and sclence, geograph} appeared to be lacklng . Innis pointedJOut

RN
’

3

however that economics was ‘the flrst discipline to succumb _to the lure of

mechanized communicatlon and power, and geographers should have guarded against

their wllllngness to fall prey. to ‘the same lure. : . ,lf K

. - -



4.8 The Quantitative Revolution.
The Bias of Space

» .
Vo

The pervasiveness of the combination of mechanized communication
f‘l .

with the political spirit had proven itself to be a strong lure and Innis
feared that‘it would threaten geography. During the war years, this combi—
nation of political spirit and mass communication had beeome.more refined

'
[

and Innis feared that geography could not resist this pull -
The battle to resist this, pull was captured in; the debate that emerged

out of the eachanges between Richard Hartshorne and ‘Fred Schaefcr. Ered

Schaefer in his 1953hareicle "Exceptionalism'inyGeography" took Hartshorne

! . . z N

_and the regiohal paradigm to task. Schaefer dismissed it as arrogance that

.

geography should be held as a syntheSisxng discipline. Schaefer felt “that

geograghy had to recognize itself as a science.‘ He stated thata(1953, P
- . I .1 . o - S
22:1; ’ LI IR R X =

i

To eiplain'the ‘phenomena one has: described.meanS'always to .
'recognize them as instances of laws . . . "Hence geography

has to be conceived as the sc1ence concerned with the
formulation of the laws governing” the spac1al distribution

of certain features on the surface of the earth.

K The‘focus‘of geography shonld not have been.on the phenomena;but'on their_

: Ty

Ca fspatial distribntion.f Acceptanee of this role would allow geography to

; share in the procedures that had been developed in the natural and other

-

soc1al sciences: Geography.s reluctance ‘to move towards “such.a stance

resulted from its continued view of itself as a unique discipline. Here

LR

" is where Schaefer takes Eartshorne to task. Both Kant's.and Hertner's .

l;develonnent'of geography: sprang from their cosmologies which were not rational

science but only thoughtful contemplations of the universe (Schaefer, p.

o ' . 332). Placing history and geography outside of science and stating that

K

they study unique phenomena should net preclude the use of laws to unravel

]
N Tk
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N - reality and to explain unique phenomena in reality (Johnston 1979, . 44).

Schaefer felt that Hartshorne s appeals to Kant and Hettner were . “appeals

based on rather shaky ground As a consequence Schaefer’was compelled
_to write (p. -31),' - f_,' o o :. - e -
It is, therefore, absurd to maintain that the geographers =
- are distinguished among the scientists through ‘the inte-

gration of heterogeneous phenomena which they achieve.

. .« . There is nothlng extraordinary with geographv in- that
S : f.reSpec;

By ellminating the concept of e\ceptlonalism both hlstoru and

.

geography could become sc1ences. Schaefer wanted geographv to reject

enceptlonallsm and to accept 1tself as the mandated sclence to. formulate

-
- g

laws o1 the spatlal distrlbution of phenomena. Geographv could thuS'

N . S R -

brlng to bear omn any. unique 51tuatlon all the relevant laws coverlng the

"

var;ables exlstlng in’ that uncque situatlon (1bid p '239). More 1mportant1y
geography could take 1ts r1ghtful place in. the scientific communlt}
Hartshorne was qulck to reSpond. st 1955 artlcle ”Enceptronallsm

- in Geography Re etamrned“ was firm- in 1ts argument that geography was what
‘geographers_had_made 1t.- Hartshorne felc échaefer had llmlted reference
miarepresented the‘yieds of‘others, and,drew‘unsupportable'conclusions.-
Schaefer was too'cavalier-in-his own exceptionalist argument'to.the errect,
- geography could borrow agd use the laws of other dlsclplines. Schaefer'gi‘

SClentlflC detérminism was just intolerable in the lrght of Hartshorne s
I' : -

The Nature of Geography {1939),
 Schaefer ‘had struck a raw nerve in geography and he was the flrst to
express the,possibility of change. Hartshorne, as the champion of the

'regional paradigm was forced to respond to. this ground swell or discontent,

e

"He did so in hls-l959 monograph Perspective on the Nature of Geography.
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: Hartshorne recognized the need for geography to re-examine its raison d'etre

and to recognize the need for new conceptual approaches and more effective

)

ways of measuring the interrelationship of phenomena (Hartshorne 1959

‘r”‘p 9. Geography‘was the mandated study of all phenomena in reality

-{:(Johnston 1979 p 46). Thus geography was that disc1pline that'sought
"to descrlbe and interpret the variable character from place to place of the
earth as the world of man" ‘(Hartshorne, 1959, p. 47).
In response to Schaefer, Hartshorne continued .o see geography con-

cerned with the unique (Johnston 1979, p. A?) Thls precluded the possibility

'of scientlflc laws in. geography since they required verificatron through a -

large number of cases whlle geography was concerned with the unxque. Scientiflc -

'flaws were most appropriate in 51tuatlons where all but a few 1ndependent )
-varlables could be ellmlnated. This was lmp0551ble in, geography Geographers

. were not capable of 1nterpretat10n llke those in-the systematic soxences,

’ Flnallu, the exlstence of SClentlflC laws suggested a determinism whlch was '

.

,1napproprlate in understandlng human motivatlon whlch lay at’ the base of

."landscape varlatlon.

What Hartshorne dld offer was a four step alternatlve to reachmng the f
same ends that Sehaefer sought. Hartshorne wrote (pp 169 170),‘

-‘Geography seeks (1) on the basis of empirlcal observatlon‘

as independent as possible of the person of the observer,
to descrlbe phenomena with the maximum degree ‘of accuracy

- agd certainty, (2) on this basis, to ‘classify the phenomena, '~
as far as reality permits; in terms of generic concepts or
universals; (3) through ratlonal consideration 6f the faects ..
thus secured and- by logical process of analysis and. synthesis,
including the construction and use where éver possible of '
general principles or laws of ‘generic relationships of
phenomena; and (4). to arrange -the findings in orderly systems
so that what is known leads directly to the margin of the
unknown.

4
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The debate between Hartshorne and Schaefer is significant on two'

M o
[

.accounts. “First it exposes the roots of that methodological movement that
became known as the Quantitative Revolution. Second the appearance of
Schaefer's paper at. this time is significant in light of the processes

contained in Imnnis' communications studies.
N\ ' r B :

Geography,_justjlike ecdnomics, had ‘become a victim of this lose of

balance. The debate between enﬁironmentalldeterminismﬁahd.possibilism was

~
’

not justva‘debategahout free will and determinism; LIt-was‘the first instance -
in geographv of that struggle that was going on between power and knowledge
..The determinists desire to he as scientific as their brother screntists was .
a.direet appeak to those forces that would support power. The possibilists,
in their regection of determinism were aligning themselves with those forces
concerned thh knowledge. The prominence of history in, the French school of’
geography and French regional studies is more than coincidental. For many, fr
the regional paradigm only served ‘to- provzde a vehicle wherein the geographer '
'.could avoid the environmental/possibilism controuersy The insularization
a:Ound.the concept of unioueness only seérved to allow geographers'toiavoid

~ the whole situation thit surrounded them. One after another the social =

'sciences uere'suceumbing. Economics was the first to gof‘Geography'uas not
far behind. The regional'paradigm was unable to:resist, for it had,purged B
its one p0551ble salvation hlstorical geography "Perhaps-that is why

Innis hoped geography would maintain its uniqueness and preserve those elements-
in the discipline best‘able to resist.the bias of power. That was not the
only‘auenue to salvation. A commitment Eo”thorOugh scholarship with a

genuine appreciation of time might help redress the 1mbalance. The Quanti-

‘ tative Revolutlon took root and flowered This quantitative revolution had its
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,toots in economic geography which turmed tp;econonica as a;souree-of tneory

g and‘method. Economics'had already developed theoretical,approaches to the‘.
location of economic activity. : Economics had already developed theoretical- ‘
approaohes to the location. of eoonomic activity Both Johan Henrich von

Thunen (1896) and Alfred Weber (1909) had developed 1oeation theories. and they
were followed by the likes of Losch and Isard (Holt—Jensen, 1980 p 55) The-
first geographic work in this area was undertaken by Walter Christaller in his'
book on'central places in Southern Germany-(1933) _ Christaller waninspired.

' bv economists o (Holt—Jensen, p 55). Im turn; ChriStaller waS‘;

g introduced to-America by Edward Ullman in his- 1941 paper “A Theory of Location o
for Cities . American economists and urban;sociologists had laready developed
theoretical models of cities‘as central places and geography followed Aa_

-

_ well as the three univerSity centres mentioned there was also a "social
-;phy51cs school. It was led by’ John‘Stewart, an astronomer at Princeton and
._William Warntz out of Pennsylvania (Holt-Jensen, pp- 56 57). Stewart pointed
| out the~1somorphic relationship between the empirical generalizations and
iNewth\s law of gravltation in the sociological postul&te that the movement
of pdrsons between two urban centres would be proportional to the product of
the po lationa and inversely proportional to the square of the distance
oetween hem (Holt-Jensen,‘p. 56-57). This was .the grav1ty model and Stewart
intréduced his ideas‘about-isomorphic relations between soc1al behaviour and -+
the laws of physios to geographers in 1947. Warntz, workinglwitn_Stewart;
borrowed analogy models from phyeics in_his study of population potentialsJ
' Christaller, Lgsch and the others were introduced‘into Sweden by*'
Edgar Kant following World War Two ?lbld p. 57). | Kant's brilliant student

Thorsten Hagerstrand's 1953 Ph D dissertation on innovation difquion as a

spatial process'introduced the Monte Carlo simulation and the creation of;
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| stochastic models that provided”for simulation to be tested later by empiri—
cal studies (ibid p- 57) These early developments combzned-wet&/§chaefer s
appeal made for an easy and early acceptance of thosq\works now takeﬁ to be
the basis of the Quantitative Revolution into geography (ibld, p. 55).
Ackerman's 1958 paper "Geoéraohylas a Fundamental Research Discipline" was
asking for the development of theoty and the application 3nd.deve}opment of
quantitative method and a focus on leos'an&ﬁgenere;izations that ‘build to
further nomothetic reseatchil Ackerman ﬁeee?not have wottied. The ‘revolution
had»alteady taken ?lace. According”to Tan Burton (1963) the revolution had
rin fact already occorred-and'qeéntificstion and theory Beilding were accepted.
as‘thelcornerstones of tte cew paradigm. . So orderly andlswiftawas the R
revolutton that the need to justify 1t in prlnt w3s not necessary The major
phllosophlcal works of the _hew paradlgm dld not appear until the late 1960's.
' The leaders of the quantitative paradigm spent more time on perfectlng
methodoiogy-tcsn they‘die on_ohiiosophy. In fact, Guelke in 1977 felt that
thefmo&e to qoaﬂtification fell'ﬁtthin the‘ossic‘fraeework.of‘geography as
- radvanced by ﬁertshorne eﬁd persacs this eliminated the revolutionary zeal
that mlght have provoked phllosophlcal debate. In face, Hartshorne and -
'Garrlson ‘became requlred readlng in geography Scﬁeefer iroﬁically enough
'wgS'elmost universaliy”ignored, .
One;of'the eost te;ling-espects bfjthe quantitative revolution was
.{.captered by Guelke.in léfs;w This'aspect gSés ferther in explaining the
fteﬁolctioe thee the differences Betdeen-Hartshorne and Schaefer and the

' subsequent revolution. Guelke noted that public sentiment had seen the

. &niversity'trahsformed into an institution expected to produce problem

-
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L solverS'or'social technologists to run increasingl&‘complex economiés. This
_is the same sentlment that surrounded Innis and his colleagues during the
1930'5 when so many of his. confreres became polltlcally and socially active.

_ Just as Innis viewed mathematics and statistics as the chief tools of

-

economics, Guelke poxnted to the geographer's acceptance of statistics and

models as appropriate tools and modes of expressiom. The most telling point ;

of Guelke's observations was the concern. of geography for the rigors of method

—_———

and the real world applicability of models and hypothesis. What was 1ack1ng

was- the question concerning the value of the work towards enhancing understanding
L,

.

and making a real contributiom. Frém Veblen, Innis recognized the need “to
check the validity of any_line of approach™ (Imnis, 1979, p. 19).
< The lack of rigor that troubled Ggelke was a product of the methodolog;
assumed by geographers. At the base of this methodology was the Vieuna-Circle

concept that the objective world was based om an observable order which could
-
not be contaminated by the objective observer (Johnston, 1979, p. 63). Thus

if the geographer could follow a methodology that ensured his objectivity,

then any product of his work was valid and deserving of the right to be

entered into the boﬁf\gﬁ geographic theory. An 2 priori model or formal
//'——

representation of the image of the real world is created. The creation of
A

this model would engender the collection of data which would not compromise

this mi2$}4 Moreover, we connot discount the possibility that since

, . -

geography was concerned with the practical applicability of its researches,

then the possibility of creating research themes consistent with public or

private demand cannot be discounted. These possibilities were couched behind

4
the mantle of objective scholarship and were not questioned. This was 2
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- position of isolation the schelar could see his own as well as. the blases of

‘the language of science. Sack maintalned that space, tlme, and matter could

possibility that Innis Tecognized as a,real'prohlemﬁ EIt wasithis.f_f'-

possibility that left Innis no recourse except to reject the objectdvity :

of science and ' to be very skeptical of his fellow economists (Innis, 1979

PP. 78-84). 0bject1v1ty was thus not a possibllity unless the necessary- oo
. . . .
conditions were established to balance these forces: ObjeCtivlty'existed

b

¢
:

*,

only within a system that isolated the scholarffrom fhese forceSu‘;Fromihis'

I

el

-
(=)

his time and produce a truly objectlve pxece “of scholarship. e L -

LN

Robert Sack (1972) questloned the Bunge contentlon that geometryfwas

not be separated by a science seeklng explanation. The geographlc landscape -

wis ever changing and the processes worklng on that landscape to leave .

.- .. . -

historical relics and create future 1nroads had to be taken into" account N R

-~ . -

The static laws of geometry, could not manage the time. element ‘and thus were o

inappropriate for geographical amalysis. : . ‘:z7;: :3. B o

-

. Y R L. .
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“The debate surrounding the appropriateness of:a quantitative method-

" . . . -

ology and a logical peositivist philosOphy-for geography}waSTa moot one. f7 o f'é
Neotwithstanding the Hartshorne—Schaefer etchanges, geography quletly and
inexorably crept towards the paradigm of posxt1v1sm.i The movement had 1ts
roots in the debate between environmental determlnlsts and pOSSiblllStS.

Except for a brief interlude where regionalism prevailed, thlS debate had

been ongoing. During Innis' life time geography gave ample proof of its . L _ :
acceptance of science as a methodological and philosophical base, Thefdehate
over geo—politics convinced Innis that geography had alreadylmade up its mind
and its.stance with respect to positiY?Stit science and quantlfication'oas well

established. ~ et B o =

- :..\;.._._«Al'—.—.aul -
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4s- Ian Burton (1963, p. 135). had already pointed out, the Quantitative'
Revolution had begun in the late 1940 s and reached its peak between 1957
and 1960.~ The material written during and after this peried evidenced an

' evolutionary-and ongoing process.

- ) N

' Innis had witnessed the evolution of economics from = balanced sholarly
: endeavour to one with a definite bias towards science and duantifiCation.
Innis was'dery much aﬁraid that the other social sciences were noving in the
'same:direction despite his nisgivin351 The controversy surrounding geo-
"nolitics _left Innis convinced that geography had taken the same path as
econonics.- ‘Innis subsequent studies on the role of communications in the
struggle between power and knowledge ‘served to eaplain how geography had
'evolved . Burtonm stated that the Quantitative Revolution took off in the"period
‘,-immediatelflfollowing the Second.World War. Understanding as we do the forces
-¥Surrounding.the bias. of space and political will and the tact that the Second.
Aﬁorld War reoresented the working of theseuforces at their*highest capacity?
it comes as no surprise‘that geography-wonld_succumb and the Quantitative
:\;Revolution would take over:and grow_within the discipfiggjxxfﬁe/;;:;dn was
sgpported by a propaganda machinery that representedlthe_highest‘form of
.communications,in the service.of political will. Noielement of societal
esistence was left untouched. éeography.was presséd into the service of the
" state. Prior to the war- geograohy had alreadj shown“itself to be susceptible
" to the blas of western soc1ety and in the’ Second Wrold War and in the years
_;that followed geography became wholly consumed by the political spirit. For
Innis " the social sciences with geo ra hy included had abandoned those |

institutions and practices which may'bave been their salvation. In hindsight.

it may be;said that Innis' subsequent works had proved'his point on the dangers



of space even if it had wanted to...

. its central'themes._ Se too did some geographers have grave misgiv1ngs abOut

‘a quantified geograpny

.:1979, p.,112); The prlnc1pal manifestation of this,dissent'was the behav1our—"

Ca2gt

-

-of geo—poiitics. 'Hisfwarning went unheeded'i The-strenérh of'Innis‘ conmuni-[-'J

cations studies ‘leave one wondering if geography could have resisted the bias -

. 4.9 Humanistlc Geographv and the
Innis Tradition of Dissent

- . . . .
Innis maintained a’position-of dissent with respect‘tofeconomiCS and h

From withln -the dominant paradigm, dissent focused on rhe 1nadequacy -’

I -

of models to mirror reality, thus retarding the development of theory (Johnston,w

lSt school based upon the work of- Julian Wolpert (Johnston 1979, p 115).

The behav10urists were reactlng to the development of theory to explaln human .

behaviour gHE?\yas based on the notidn of economic man. The behaviourists

of sdtietal location\End distribution~emerged (ibid p.-llS)r

preferred to eiaming individual behaviour, what motivated it, and what patterus -

.: As an outgrowﬁh‘of the behaviourist school came the work of Torsten

Hagersrrand{and time-space geography. Hagerstrand (1970) and (1973) rocog- -

nized that time and space were scarce resources and humans had to;operete in

a redim of constraints imposed by their environment. Humans performed tasks
i _ N : ~ PEx “. =

-

to achieve certain goals but these tasks were subject to the constraints imposed

by the temporal and spatial enviromment. The existence of these constraints

fdrced’indifiduels and societies ‘to pack projects and tasksuwithin the limited

resources of space and time. What Hagerstrand and the Lund group have attempted

to produce was a time geographic model that presented-a picture of the locational

. .
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and situational relations within and between societies. It was an attempt
-+ Lo model the paths of- individuals as they operate in space and time with an

overall goal of demonstrating the time consumption of moving in Space..

r

-Society, as an organization demonstrated co—ordination in space time, and

_time-space and Hagestrand had attempted to capture it in his time-geography

model (Thrift, 1977). . . : ’ T

V- -

Space and time have always been the cornerstone of geography. We take
for granted that we, and all that-we do, exists in time and space.p This is:
not to suggest that we are unconsciouS'of the existence of‘time and space, but

rather that ‘time and space are such intimate elements of our. daily existence

s
.

that we pay them no more heed than we pay to’ Our regularly beating heart. 'Yet

-

our . dailv lives are a network.of ties in space and time. We have an intimate .

“

relationship Wlth our immediate Surroundings as well as’ Wlth other places more
removed from the immediate. We ilso develop intimate ties uith_present
experience asiwell as past:experience. ;Our:e;istence is inescapably attached
'£° time and space (éhapin, 1974).

' . The discipline of'geography has'repeatedly~heen conironted'with the
ndtions of time and space. Even when geography was viewed as 'the-science .
of areal differentiation" (Hartshorne, 1959, p. 12) or as the arrangement.of “
things on the face of the earth and the.association of things_that give
_character to particular places" (James;71954. p. 4), the‘need to analyze the
processes:that spawned these phenomena-hrought‘a.ooncern tor tdme. Certainly
physical_geography had z2lways maintained an awareness of time'inherent in the. i
) discipline's understanding_of_the slow bot nonetheééess changing_character-

. of the physical environment. .Certainly b&-lQS& Preston James felt confident."

enough to suggest that process was an -integral part of understanding our ..

-

' e th e w
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terrestial space and the phenomena contained therein. Procefs implied a

sense: of ‘time: both cOntemporary rapid change due to ‘the advance of

technology and science and change over slow geologic time. Of particular

~

porary.time: the‘time of‘the present orbnear future. James maintained that

.

)

significance is Janes warning against geography becoming rooted in contem- 1
. i
{

1

1

© no adequate e\planation of present geography could exist without' the methods
ofghistorical geography and an understanding of the evblution of past
geographers'into'present'geographies.

It should be.stated that geography $ concern for time and space should
i not be confused wlth Innis treatment of time and space. Hagerstrand was

attempting to illuminate the constraints an: 1ndividual had to .deal within"

r
T i ek

his eweryday existence; ‘Innis In contrast, used the terms time and space -

- B A

‘to loOSelv define the forces that surrounded knowledge and power. The

e

inabilitv of western society. to balance time w1th space: ‘was a_reflection of

I

cur:inability to find-a balance between knowledge and powerl o A;. . - 'i, ; -
Hagerstrand s treatment of space and time was one of the'few~instances
where geography attenpted to address itself to the phenomenon of time. By ._
.: and 1arge, time was largely an ignored element in Anglo-American geographic
| analy51s. The one area where time “had always enjoyed an’ equal measure of |
respect with spaCe was 1n historlcal geography.
| Historical geography had always been concerned with an examination of
"geographical phenomena over time. Historical geography enjoyed a position that
was szmilar to that of economic history in relation to. economic theory They
.1both served to offer valuable insights into the‘cOurse of mainstream thought.

However Thrift (1977) maintained that historical geography had,

folloWing the Quantitative Revolution turned. into a~discipline‘with;no position
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other than one that accepted space and time as Cartesian absolutes and not as,
socially defined phenomena; As a consequence, historical geography during

the post quantitative revolntion period assumed a position akin to "wait and

:‘

‘see . The temptation to apply the models of today to geographies of the past

t‘was high but it was difficult to reconcile the methodology of a highly spatial

bfas to a sub discipline that has always been a temporal one (Jakle, 1971)
However some historical geographers did speak out in the defense of
the sub-distipline. The investigation of the cultural geographers inspired
the ! historical geographers. Brookfield (1964) had made a distinction between-
geographers with a chorographic bent and*nonchorographic geographers. Geog;;

raphers with a chorographic background did not seek erplanation in human

. behaViOur while non—chorographic geographers sought the. processes. behind thep

forces that' shaped reality. . o . 5 R €;

' The inspiration of the uork of cultural geographers upon historical

geography-uas Significant. Prince (1971 P- 4) recognized three worlds -

the.real the abstract and the perceived world. Historical geographers had

‘to recognize that’ their interests lay outszde those of pOSlthlStiC geography

" and that the historical geographers had to develop an alternative set of '

approaches. Harris (19:1) described the uniqueness of the historical geography

‘position. Geography was the syntheSis of the concern for the particular‘

aassemblages of phenomena and not merely the’ science of spatial .relations.
In this regard positivistic methods were only one tool in the synthesis. ‘hs

:for ‘the historical geographers, Harris saw them n an idealist light by virtue -

of the properties,of the historical mind._ In a 1978 article Harris expounded

upon the properties of the historical nind. For. Harris the historical nind was

T

contextual, not law finding. The historical mind would not accept over—arching{

B
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laws and in general was want to apply 1aws‘at all..‘Tﬁe historical mind was

open, eclectic.and did not accept formal‘procedure. It saw phenomena in
context and was‘seﬁéitive to motives, values, and avolded sweeping general-

. izations. The'historlcal mind sought understandlng not plannlng

Harris' treatment of the historical mind was very close to Imnnis' own _H'

of his discipline and achieve some results that could counter the mainstream

. .
L4

body'of invéstigation. Harris was poséulating upon the mind that Innis took

to be central to the salvation of the scholar. Inherent in the historical

mind ;és a co;cern for time and any method that took a dgliﬁeréte track to
include time was one that could serve to coqntef the spééial ﬁiaslof moderE
scholarship. : |
Historical geography and specifically thg historicél nind could maintain
themselves in a position ﬁot unlike that of ecoﬁomic history in relation to
economic theory (Innls 1979, p.73) Innis Séw'fhis role as ome vherein the -
hlstorlcal stance Surved to check the work of the“maJor body of theory.
Historical geography should serve to check tﬁé»pginciples of positivistic
geography and to suggest alférnatives and amenééent§ to the major body of

theory.

Ley and Samuels (1978) caregorized these dissenting views'as "humanistic .

-

geography" in search of alternative forms of inquiry. The strongest statement . =
g e

of the humanistic perspective was by the group of scholars banded around the
position of phenomenology. Rglph’(lQ?O) was the first direct statement of the
phenomenclogical stance (Johﬁston, 1979, p. 34). Phenomenology was an attempt.

to construct alternatlve methodology to that of positivist geography. It was .

B

position. The scholar -armed wlth the historical mind, could resist the biases

a methodology grounded in man's live world of experience. For the phenomen- _:‘

-
B I

2t el
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countered the dogmatic, abstracted, and narrowly scientific approach

" providing descriptions of objects as-they present themselves to ‘conscio

ologists the objective world did not exist.' Rather all knowledge proceeded
from the world of“experience, and for any knowledge of the real world to
betvalid it had to‘be based upon the essences that-lay at the base cof an

entity or, phenomenon. The phenomenological method occupied itself with the

descritpion of these essences- and their role ‘in forming man' s consciousness. -

Yi Fd Tuan (1971) was a-strong spokesman of the phenomenologist position.

-
f .

He maintained that geography was the. manifestation of the essences of man and .
to know our world was to know ourselves. “Anne Buttimer (1974) held that geog—:
raphy had to study the values which permeated all aspects of human eristence.
Rather than . eaercising control of man via preconceived models, the geographer '
had to meditate on life and in, doing S0 would provide a better understanding of
life s enperiences and how they manifested themselves in the real world King
(1976) picked " up on the question of values and proposed that geography had . to
be more senSitive to the role of values in indiv1dual and societal,activ1ty.
Anne Buttimer came out 'in" 1978 in support of the alignment of historical and
geographicalastudies.. Geography had to understand a4 region from.within and

- *

not from without as a. disp3551onate observer.

Nicolas Entrikin (1976) sumred up. the humanist tradition as a tradition o

~of criticism. -~ The positivist.paradigm engoyed‘a ma;ority of practitioners.and

. a scarcity of preachers while the humanist tradition had a scarcity of prac-

‘titioners and a plethora of preachers. Entrikin held that humanist geography

Above all else the human condition was emphasized. ]
A _ , . 7

‘The final group of dissenters that .will be touched upon here arefthe

-
e ih
o
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- radical geographersic Richard Peet commenced on the rise of radlcal

Se'ogr.'aphy Peet (1977,9 242) Stateds e p

PR PR

The " startlng point was the llberal political social—~
"+ scientific paradigm, based an the belief that societal.
problems could be solved, or at least signlficantly r
amellorated' w1thin the context of mod#fded capitalism.. :
A corollary of . thls belief was the adfocacy of pragmatism -
better -to be.involved in partial solutions than in futile . -
- efforts at revolution.' Radlcalizatio =in the political
arena involved as its first step,. rejectlng the point of
 view, that one more’ policy change, one more. new_face“
would make any difference.. ‘ :

]

'The‘essence of Peet's message and a principle concern of the radical-

+

geographers was the questlon of the’ relevance ‘of geographlc research to

socletal problems (Johnston l979, P- léS) Dav1d Harve} S Soclal Justzce .

and the C1ty (1973) was perhaps the best encapsullzatlon of the rad1cal

:: stance. Radical geographv called for both revolutlonarv theory and practlce.
i Radlcal geography wished to ellmlnate those soclal conditlons that had arisen

ot as a direct consequence of the 1nadequac1es of p051t1v15t theory and practlce.

The radlcals saw a clear link between the role of geographlc theory and

'practice and the exlstence of capltalzsm. Harvey and the radlcals strove to

create a new paradlgm based on soclal geographic thOught., Thls paradlgm

would stlmulate .a new polltlcal re—awakenlng “Wwith the ultlmate goal of brlnglng

’

about a soclal revolution. This. placed radlcal geographlc sclence 1n dlrect o
'11ne with a Marxist revolutlon (Holt—Jensen, ‘1980, P. 79) The only sociallvi~
relevant geographlc sclence was one that was couched w1thin ‘a soclallst and -
-revolutlonary polltlcal world

.

A more 1nterest1ng element of radlcal geography was. the idea that a

p031tiv1st based spatlal science was 1nappr0pr1ate for the” task of respondlng

to soclal condltlons (Johnston, 1979 P 145) W1lbur Zelinsky was concerned:

-
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“with the appropriateness of positivism and raised somé doubts ‘that'. reflect
. directly upon Innis misgivings over the appropriateness of science.. Zelinsky
) (1970) was disillusioned with geography s past achievement. Our world was

facing acute frustration and a struggle for survival. Only the advanced

EAS

”nations could solve these problems and this had implications for geography

-

- In the face of these world problems geography had three options it. could
'iserve as a disgnostician, a prophet, or an architect of the future,
Regardless of the‘role'it assumed, geography in Zelinsky s opinion; was

' ill-equipped to carry ‘on any of these chores., In his 1975 Presidential
_Address to the Association of American Geographers, Zelins&y equated science

. with modern religion. Positivistic science as, the principal agent of the social
B v o : . .
;sciences served to fog our perception‘of‘reality. Zelinsky defined the four

princ1pal axioms of such a science $0-as to illustrate their- inappropriateness

o for the study of the human~world.r The principle of causality was. valid for

e

studying all phenomena " We could achieve a final state of perfect knowledge.

All findings were universally'valid. Tbtal scienctific obJectivitv was p0581ble.
The social sciences ‘could not hope to live up to these four axioms. Zelinsky

held that the immaturity of the social sciences and the presence of mediocre

z

'personnel comprOmised the soczal.sciences; More 1mportantly, the subject

~

matter of the social sciences made it 1mpossible to scientifically approach
the phenomena of_interpersonalqrelationships. Moreover, the subject matter
of the social sciences made it extremely‘difficult to exercise scientific, .

‘objective_observation and experimentation. These‘inappropriate.methods led
to a situation wherein any conclusions reached by these methods were extremely

-

difficult‘to initiate and carry ‘through in the real world..



_ . The presence of'theidissident viewpoints'in geography suggests that
. :

‘there has been, and continues to -be a'very real .concern over the spatial bias

of geography. Each in their own ways, these dissident groups have attempted to.

“redress .the societal bias that has gripped the social sciences. In terms of

Innis concerns, historical geography and Wilbur Zelinsky were touching upon

themes that were dear to Innis .heart, Innis questioned the appropriateness

gof positivastic science as a principal tool for the social sciences. Once

Innis: resigned himself to the omnipotence of the spatial bias he still held out -

hope for the individual scholar.; Historical geography & acceptance of the
premise of the historical mind £it very closely to the properties that Innis
held to be as positive properties of the 1ndividual scholar.

.}he,relevance of Innis' work to the body of dissident eapresszon in.

geography lay in its role as a pOSSlble description and eiplanation of the

forces that shaped the development of geography. Innis' exposé of the role

of: communications“in the struggle between power and knowledge can serve to
.illuminate;the,sitnation geography'finds itself in today. Moreover, the work

-of Innis wdy serve to extend our understanding of the bounds of our existence

and‘in‘doing S0 we_may find the means to probe the unknown.
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Conclusions

an
-

The work of Harold Adams Innis has'éhbwn itslef to be relevant to

“geography. Inais took a personal interest in the development of geography

+

_ in Canada and he was instrumental in the developing of the Chair of Geography:

at the University of Toronto in 1935.
At a less direct level Innis, in his sﬁaples work, was 1aying';hg‘

grOund work for economic geography in Canada. - Innis illusﬁrated that he had

a very fine appreciation of the role of the.@gzaipnméﬁt Jn the development of

Canada ‘and the Canadian economy. The basis of the Canadian economy was the
role pl;yed by the natural eaviromment, principally the waterwéys, in the’
exploitation of the staples riches of this couﬁgry. Canada was blessed with
abundant, desirable natural resources that maae hef an attractive proposition

in the eyes of the central economies of Europe and later the United States.

[

The natural structure of the nation dictated ‘that the exploitation of these

staples would follow well defined lines. .Even when tﬁe environment exercised
1§ss direct influence on this exploitation ics influence'continugd to be felt.
The infrastructure tﬁ;t was built up upon these origiﬁai natufal dictates
exercised the same influence as the original na;ﬁrél barriers. . Canada's

development as an underdeveloped marginal econemy was in & very large measure

determined by her original natural richness and barriers to development.

The Great Depréssipn had a profound effectlup0n Harold Innis. The *

Canadian scholarly commurity was compelled to answer the -public and political

demand for responses toSthis depression. Innis was concerned because, as his

° fellow scholars mo#ed iito the public theatre, Innis felt that they were com-
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B promising their art and their scholarship. Economics, wﬁose mandate was to

find solutions to these problems increasingly called upon. the tools of positivistic

.

'science to help provide adequate responses. Moreover, when economists and

other social scientists armed themselves with-this science and entered the public

'arena they forsook the univerSity and scholarship and lost the- capacity for

.objective appraisals of the’real world situation.

”‘Innis became concerned with those forces’thac worked to dravothe social'
sciences closexr to the public arena’ lnnis sospEcted that communications and
public opinion played a pivotal role.' With the outbreak of the Second~World
War the full force of public opinion, propaéanda, and the role of dominant e
media struck home to Imnis. R _ .:5 g

In his investigation of the-role of media Innis came to recognize that
technology cccupied a central place in the success of media expansion. Innis g
was not a stranger to technoloéy.' He had been exposed to the teachings of
Thorstein Veblen and gave technology a prominent place in his economic studies
of Canada. But it was Robert Park's 1940 article thar connected technology
' .to compunications and that had the greatest influence on Innis ‘and his - e
subsequent work.
| From Park's work andrhis own interest in the newspaper and advertising :
Innis was able to trace the pattern of events that saw the newspaper emefge é;
the priaciple medium of communication and how its emergence was used to advance
the aims and desires of particular nation states. With the rise of the nation
state and the advance of communications Innis_no;ed that‘knowledge and.the
exercise of scholarship were altered to reflect .the societal interests;that

surrounded them. Innis used economics' growing pre-occupation with the price
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system and acceptance of a positivistic and quantified methodology as an

exaﬁple of the compromise of scholarship before political and public will, =~

_Having witnessed this phenomenon in his own ligetime Innis was inter— v
. ested in discovering thérforces that lay ggneath it. BHe beéan his investi-,

gations ;nto ancient empires and notés that ancient empires developed accoré—
ing to the bias of the dominant communication mediumr Light media favoured.a

bias of space and political will while durable media favoured a bias toward

time and knowledge. The only ancient civilization to avoid the bias of space

’

or time was the Greeks with their oral t:adition.- By balancing these two biases

-
”

' the Greeks were able to harness the best of both biases and created a flourish—
ing?civilization.,

. Innis arrived at the conclusion that each civilization was doomed
-because of a preponderance towards power or knowledge without a balancing.
development. The seed of destruciton was the technological impetus put into
'Lestablishiqg'the dominant bias.

Inn;§ was led to conlude that westefn civilization was é,spatially
‘. biased one. The spatial bias was predicated upoﬁ the existence of paper as '
the principal medium of communicati;n: ‘The destruction was ;ssured by the
manner in which tech:ology allowed the spatial bias of paper to infiltrate
all levels of society, thus blocking the development of altermative forces
that may have served to balance the bias of power with a stronger concern for
;kﬁowledge.

Agdnst this'background Innis posted a warning to geography. The

presence of geo-politics was to Innis, a signal that geography was being

drawn, -as economics had before, into the spatial bias of western civilization.

N
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Innis had tried to forewarn geography but his alarm was raised too late.. ‘:“‘}g Lo

The movement of geography towards the societal bias, encapsulated in the 7 ,‘ -

2N

~

‘rise of positivistic geography is testimony to the pervasiveness of the

. -

-

bias of power. So pervasive were the biases of our sociét§ that nary a

voice was raised to protest or check the slide of geography into the sphere -
¢ : . T

of power and away from knowledge. Those who did questipﬁ fhe Quantiréﬁive PO .

[P S A I S-S - VPSRN ST S~ o

"

Revél&fion did not question the appropriateness of this new paradigm but

rather:they only questioned certain aspects of the new methodological;énd

3 ' -

philp%ophical;stancé.

bl

¥

That is not to say that some have aot qués;ioned_thé‘new paradigm.

Disserit has come from within and’withoﬁt. Cn thég‘éroﬁﬁiof;d;séenters those
that were closest to Innis were'thosé_who supporééa é separ;?é apd uniqﬁé
historical geoéraphy and thosé who, like Wilbur Zeiinsky,.questi;ﬁed th?A-
tozalfappropriateness of science as a central pillar of the spciai-écieﬁce§; }

The fact that the spatially biased paradigm of geography has. been

able to.accept and, in some measure, accommodate these dissidents is a T <

S e daa

testimény to the flexibility of the discipline. At the same time the central

v

et

paradigm has not in any significant measure been seriously compromiséd.

Innis, like the dissidents of geograﬁhy, was tolerated and accommodated. - 1
‘ ¥ B ; . -

y i s . f o S
His shift to communications studies and away from his economic interests

(\_:'

left Innis running contrary to his contemporaries and largely misunderstood
. P .

with regard to far ranging researches.

To redress the bias of space Innis could call upon only two allies. - '

Firstly Innis held out that the university, as an ivory tower, could p;ovide

-

e s i e E e wn s

A

a mecessary sanctuary for those attemtping to redress thénimbalance between

-

-
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7.power and knowledge. Secondly Innis purshed for‘the individual'scholar,

w

-

"h in the sanctity oﬁ the university, to necognize the biases of the sociqui

2/,inhabited and their manifestations within himself Eaving recognized
h

ese biases the scholar could pursue a path of knowing that would be an

"attempt to redress the imbalance of his times. In-our spatially biased

S

system this meant the scholar had to pursue 3 more time conscious, historical

_balanced form of knowledge in the: hope of developing alternative viewpoints

.and in some way,redressing the bias of space and power.

It may be suggested that Harold Innis and his work have been

' overwhelmed by thosaforces he was trying to highlight. What is knowmn is that ég

Innis developed within the context of Canadian development, a truly posSibilist

w

" treatment of the natural environment - human agency controversy. From this base,

-Innis approached the problem of the interdependency of time and space from
a humanistic viewpoint. Whether in the area of environment - human agency

or time -.sPace relationships, Harold Innis has shown his work to be.highly

innovative and moreover his work is showing itself to contain heretofore

-

little known potential for modern geography:
@he sad irony of Harold Imnis' life was that the forces that he had

so successfully described had achieved such complete dominance that Innis’

findings have become largely ignored. That is not to say that Innis is a

forgotten figure. His name still evokes knowing looks. Rather that element’

-of Innis' life, his™work, which deserves our highest attention has become a

' forgotten entity. A scholar of Imhis' stature deserves better treatment.

Geography stands to gain a great deal from Harold Imnis 1f we are willing to
take the time to know him better. As John Nef so eloquently wut it in the
first chapter of this thesis: we need only to _také the time to read Innis to

be exposed to the temoignage of Harold Innis' work.
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