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INTRODUCTION

The importance of a French parochlal education to the proponents

of French-Canadian surv1vance in late nlneteenth century New England
is clear in the words the Bishop of Springfield delivered at the
benediction of the French-canadian school in Holyoke, Massachusetts in
1883. "Le grand moyen pour les Canadiens de conserver leur foi, est
de conserver leur langue, de rester attaches a leurs coutumes et de

faire instruire leurs enfants dans la langue maternelle."l The

Twelfth Annual Report of the Massachusetts Bureau of the Statistics of

Labor (1881) sﬁecifically'singled out the French-Canadians as gquilty

of sending their children to work at the earfiest age possible in
defiance of the state compulsory education and child labor laws.?

There seems‘to exist a contradiction between the words of the Bishop

concerning the survivance prac es of the French-Canadians and the

state labor report, one citing the importance of French parochial
education and the other pointing ¢ut the iax attendance of French-
Canadian students in schools. How important was survivance to the
French-Canadian immigrants? To what extent dld their strategies of
economic surv1val conflict with thelr efforts for cultural survivance?
This thesis w1ll attempt to answer these gquestions by examining the
cholces made by the French-Canadian parents in Holycke concerning the
educatlon of thelr children in the 1880-1881 academic vyear.

" French-Canadian survivance in New England has been studied from
several perspectives. The tréditional interpretation given by
E. ﬁamon, s.J. in one of the earlier Qorks (18§i) on the French-

Canadian situation in-New England views the permanent immigration of

French-Canadians from Canada as & blow tf the mother countg{ziiikgii:ézj
- - - F—- ’ . - : . ' . l . // T - ) . ’ ’



as part of a "diuine mission." "Ce déplacement de populatlon s est

fait sans secousse, en sxlence, pour a1n51 dire, comme - 51 un mot

d'ordre de la Providence avait envoye ces hommes accompllr un decret

s

mysterleux en s' 1mplantant au coeur meme du-purltanlsme protestant....’

Cette depopulatlon - ] permls a la race francalse et cathollque de

jeter de profondes racines dans les Etats*de I‘Est et gul salt 1e

role qu'elle peut etre appélee a jouer dans l'avehlr?" Accordlng to

- ., -

Hamon s traditional- v1ewp01nt the mlsslon of the French Canadlans of

New England was, 1ﬁ“ﬁart to resxst ny out51de~1nfluences whlch try

to rnvade their culture.v‘"Tout.s unlt dansrun effort commun.

Conventions, Journaux !soc1etes de Saiﬂt-ﬂeagﬂBaptlste rlvallserent

»--'-"y

de zele pour proclamer hlen~haut parfoxs meme plus haut que la

..-- "

prudence ne l'eut sug%ere, le- programme patrlot;que_des tanadlens

x

emlgres aux Etats- Notre rellglon, notre léngue' nos moeurs.

¥

!
Later works such ‘as Josephat Ben01t s L Ame Franco Amerlcalne .

(1935) and a collectlon authored by,several Franco Amerlcans entltled

Les Franco- Amerlcalns Pelnts Par Eux-Memes (1936) wegﬁtof obstacles

to guardlng the French canadlan language and culture, .such as the
S danger of a551m11atlon, whlle relnforcrng the Eple of survivance 1n-'3f§;fﬂ
_ - b CLE ) L

New England.4 By the 1930 s, rhe 1dea of "dlvlne m1551on" had

1essened and evolved lnto the effort

o keep the French Canadlan

1dent1ty The contlnuatlon of; the Fre nadlan cu&xure through theh

. .

regular practlce of rei;glon, language and customs lS a. ba51c concept ‘-7;;

a'
« l-' .-.- - . PR

in the tradltlonal perspectlve of survavance. .Tfla :HQT"h:}?fry'?-t
.‘t .. ) —_— e ., -:,'. -

A more recent hlstor

."‘

.

: Canadlans 1n New England ex”"'

RIS Canadlans transferred thelr

K v -
’ . -..1,
-

ﬁ" . England 1n the prqcess of for%&ng ethnlc communities 1n e new env;

_‘ e . ‘. . p



'ment., SCh°1§:$PSUCh as Mason Wade, Richard Sorrell and Léon-F.

"Bouvierlfocus;thelrfstudies on the transmission of French-Canadian
‘culture to the New England communities. In their interpretations,
French-Canadian culture is defined in terms of the same values found

in the traditlonal concept of surv1vagce- rellglon, language, famlly,
and. customs.\j ' | '
Mason Wade [ perspectlve centers on the idea that the parish
."was the ba51c soc1al Unlt of French Canada, religiously, SChOlaStl-
:calIy, and_mun;clpally; and it played an equally vital role, at least
:'uﬁin therfirst"two‘respeCts, among the French-Canadian immigrants in New
"England i"n'the'last'Centur"y";5 In the lattershalf of the twentieth.
century, along with the hulldlng of churches, parlshes grew to include
parochlal schools, convents and fraternal soc1et1es such as the Union
'_Salnt Jean- Baptlste Wade 51ngles out the parlsh the center of the
7 French Canadlans' soc1al act1v1t1es, as- the tool through which falth
language and customs could be preserved.'
Sorrell studles the role of the French—tanadlan elltes,uthet.'
°7leaders 1n thelr}@thnlc oommunltles of New England Sorrell found
that the ellte,_through thelr efforts ln French Canadlan parlshes
f?schools and clubs, belleved they were upholdlng tradltlonal values
ﬂiffrom Quebec.; That these values were changlng in the Amerlcan envrron-

..“

ment only reafflrmed the need for survlvance 1n the eyes of thls
S e

e elite. Accordlng to Sorrell, parlshes and schools, the major tools of
- re51stance.to outsrde 1nfluences became more important to the elites

' 1n New England than they were in Quebec The national and rellglous

"[ soc1et1es and the French press 1n New England were also "reference

Teoa” -

:'”pointsﬁ-tilremlnd themselves of and to assert their identity.
ﬁ:?he//;ucral,elements in thls elltlst view of survivance,



/
according to Sorrell, were the home and family. The family was the

protective tool which shielded its members from the influences of the
new‘environment and "it§ supposedly attendant values of materialism,

- individualism and egotism."” 1In his description of the elitist view of
-.sufvivance, Sorrell points out that not all French-Canadian families
’followed the leadership of the elite because daily life changed the
immigfants',views énd their valué priorities.6

| Léon-F. Bouvier.sfudied the social stratification of French-

*Canédians in New England in 1950 and found ‘that while the obvious.
' fhnctioﬁ of Suryivance was to'save the French-Canadian language,
feligidn énd culﬁure, the hidden efféct was the loss of a generation
in the prdceég of_integrgtion into;American society. The second 1
géneraﬁion of Frencthanadians, the American-born of one or more
Canadian-born parénts, complgted significantly less years of schooling‘
than other ethnic gréups including Irish, Italian and Polish. They
also occupied the lowest occupatidnal rank among the groups. By not
seh@ing their ¢hildren to English secondary schools and colleges, the
Frehch-Canadians_indi:ectly preférred their children to have lower
rankgd oécupations than to lose ghe faith énd‘language of their
ancestors. Thé‘second géneration Polish, Italian and notably the

Irish tried to adapt to the .American institutions, especially that of
j secgndary education.’ : : ” |
| Bouvier found the French-Canadiéns did not improve thei;?ﬁocial
status as quickly éé other ethnic groups because of tﬁeir fifm_deter-
mination to preserve their languagé,_culture anﬁ.religion as well as
their resistance to influégces which may cause them to drift from

their traditional institutions. . Bouvier concludes that survivance had

the same importance to Freench-Canadians in New England @4s it did to

4



those in Quebec. Similarities in survivance efforfs between the two
areas include the role of the clergy and protecting themselves from an_-
adversary: the Irish in New Eﬁgland ana the English in Quebec.8
According to Bouvier's interpretation, renewed efforts for survivance
resulted in the retardation of the'ethnic group's advancement in
American spciety.

Other scholars such as Tamara Hareven, Frances Early and Peter
. Haebler study the French-Canadian family's economic s}tuation and
adjustment to living and working in an industrial commﬁhity. These
scholars reveal that the immigrant laborers transferred their
traditional institutions and customs to an industrial lifestylé and
modified them to fit their new environmental conditions. Revisionists
closely investigate the effect of the econom{c and social forces on
the immigrant family -in the community and the way in which Fpe French-
Canadians used their culture to deal with these forces. These
scholars define culture more widely than the traditional perspective
of language, religion and customs. l o

Hareven studies the structu}e and traditions of the French-
Canadian families and its reaction to working in an industrial
environment. The family was a "source of continuity and ;tability"
during the process of adjustment to a new 1ifestyl_e.9 Hareven
examines the £amily life cycles and the kinship networks which evolve
when the work ethic and custohs of a preindustrial culture are trans-

ferred and adopted to industrial work.10

This viewpoint is mainly
concerned with the relationship between the family and its work
patterns'withiﬁr:ﬁ“industrial capitalist system.

.. Early, who studied the French-Canadians in Lohg%lﬂ Massachusetts

describes the revisionists' interpretation of culture in which it is

5 _ *



viewed as "a largely positive adaptive tool: . immigrants, despite'
adversity, used their 'cultural béggage' -- values, behavior patterns,:
and instifutions-— to help them control and fashion their bwn
destinies.”" Immigrant families are no longer only cohsidered as
"victims" of the industrial system in this revisionist viewpoint;
rather, they are regarded\aé having some control of their 1ives.ll

Early concentratgqvon the French-Canadian immigrants in Lowell,
.Massachusetts where, in 1870, they were members of the working claés,
 "primarily industrial laborers." Most of th%:French-Canadian children
over ten years old were employed out of necessity. The practice of
child "labor was still prevalent in ;886. The children's wages were
qeeded in order for their families to stay out of debt.

Early also found, in contrast to Sorrell, that in the first
s;ages of French-Caﬁadian immigration to Lowell, there was no law
?classe dirigeante." Rather than'a traﬂsferred elite of professionals
from guebec Lowell's leaders seem to have come from the ranks of the
working-class French-Canadians. Early does acknowledge that the role
of the clergy and lay leaders through parish institutions probably
helped the french-Canadian immiérahts in the change from "a peasant to
a working-class lifestyle."12

Haebler, in his study of Holyoke, Massachusetts found that the
cultural traits brought with the French-Canadian immigrants quickly °
"adapted to the new situation. "prench—Canadian petceptions of the
role of the Church and parochiai education changed as their
aspirat}ons and values were modified by the induétriql experience." s
According to Haebler, rapid alteration occurred in the mid 1870's and
the 1880's, forcing the French-Canadian commupity to re-evaluate the

purpese and structure of their institutions.13

6
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The interpretations of survivance by Wade and Sorrell study the
cultural institutions transferred from Quebec to New England and the
development of French-Canadian communities and the growth of French-

Canadian identity in New England. Bouvier found certain aspects of

K

their culture retarded French-Canadian advancement in American

Séciety. The revisionists ask which values the French-Canadians
brought to New England and to what extent these values cﬁanged in the
process of adapting to an industrial environment. Hareven, Early and
Haebler emphasize change rather than transferral of cultural insti-
tutions. While cultural and materialist perspectives are not neces-»
sarily incompatible, the historiography does raise thg'guestioﬁ of the
relative importance of survivance in the Franco—Americaﬁ experience.

To measﬁre the importance of survivance in the Franco-American

experience, this thesis will examine, through quantitative methods,

the choices of French-Canadian parents in Holyoke, 1880, concerning g
the education of their children. Within the context of the cultural
interpretatién of survivance, if\the French-Canadians were interested
in saving andxpromoting their ianguage, faith and culture, they would
support the French-Canadian school rather than the others. Acdording
to the revisionist viewpoint, certain French-Canadian values may have
kaltered during the process of adaptation to the environment. .Under
this interpretation, the value of survivance may have changed in face
of the pressures of economic survival and of forming a French-Canadian’
cémmunity within a city of gnti-Catholic sentiment. The choice of
work over education, or non-French school over the French school
would indicate the F:gnéiECanadian values were b;ing modified;due to

econonic forces or to the_influence of the American milieu according

to the revisionist concept. ‘. '\\\i
s



‘This thesis is based on‘a source which directly reveals the"
choices made'by French-Canadian parents in the education of their
children - the Holyocke School Census for the 1880-81 academic year.
The school census reveals the choices made by the parents of children
five to fifteen concerning which school they.attended or where they
were employed or, if.the children were still at home. Information on
the birthdates of tho children, the addresses of the families as well
as- the nationalitﬁ of the fathers is also given.. To confirm the data
in-;he school census and for supplementary information, the householos
were matched to the 1880 United States Census Manuscript Retqrns for
Holyoke, Massachusetts which‘pfoﬁide information on the houseﬁold
address and the number of househoids rer dwelling. Data concerning
the individual included the relationship of individual to head. ef
household, sex, age, occupation, employment literacy aod birthplace
of both the person and his parents. The 1880-81 school census and the
1880 federal census were used not only to facilitate linkage but ilso
because at this time, the language of instruction in the French-
qanadian parocﬁial school Qas still French, and as will be explained.

later, the school was involved in a controversy with the Holyoke

School Committee.

DESCRiPTION OF SAMPLE TECHNIQUESA
To exploit the two sources, the following sampling technique was
employed. From the federal census, (’systematic sample of evéry tenth
household was selected. If the tenth household did not include school
age children, or was not an entry in the school census, the next
family which met_the requirements was recorded. A total of 395 house-

holds comprised the sample.__The survey represents 12.8 percent of the



total Holyoke population. The Holyoke School Census provided
additional data for children of the city between the ages of five and

fifteen and included home address, year of birth, school attended,

"_place of employment of child and nationality of father.n This source
provided more preolee characterlstlcs of the students themselves
Using the Statlstlcal Package for the Soc1al Sciences—the combined
information was analyzed. wWhen evaluating household characteristics

with 395 cases, ‘the error range is plus or minus 5 percent at a 95

. percent confidence level.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ﬁoLYOKE SCHOOL CENSUS SAMPLE

lTnere are 822 chiidren listed in the school_censds sample. All
encept one were between the ages of five and fifteen. For the
purposes of the study;-the eignteen—year-old student was dropped from -
the statistics; The'educational cnoices sample tncludes'just under‘
one-fifth of the total/children recorded in the school census for the
1880-1881 academic'yeart_ The Trnant.offioet counted 3,540 children,
ages five to fifteenlin Holyoke as'of May 1, 1881 and classified the
youths according to, school, work'or'neither of tne two, in which case

they were considered "at home."

-

'TABEE' 1. CLASSIFICATION OF CHILDREN IN THE SCHOOL CENSUS

Educational

School Census ., Choices Sample

N % ‘ N %
Children attending school 3,523  75.9 ° 664 80.9
Children at work in mills, shops, etc. - 604 13.0 g2 11.2
Children neither at work nor at school 513 11.1 65 <7.9
‘Total o 4,640 100.0 821 100.0

Source: Holyoke School Committee, Annual Report, 1881, p. 7.

The numbers obtained in the sample forrschool and work are represen-
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fative of the source. Thg categorf neithé; at Qork'nor at school -
' inclu&es béth chilqren who listed "minding ‘house" under the work piéce
column of thelgchool.census and children o have blanks in both the
work and school categories. 1In the sémple, ten dhildren listed
"minding house" and fifty-five had no ipformation on‘schéol or work. '
The school census total undercounted the actual nuﬁber of
children, age five to fffﬁeen, in Holyoké.in 1880.  Matching families
from tﬁe federal census to the school qenéus reveals an extra llﬂ
children. O©Of the. total number of unrecorded children in the school"
census, all save twenty-four,were either 5, 6, 14 or 15 yearé old, the
ages when échboling was not mandatory. It is understandable that the
number of children in these age groups .is considerably less in the
school census than in the federal census. Schooliqg before seven ;
years of age was by choice. Many of these children_would not appear
on the school rosters until the next few yedars. The remaiﬁing tweﬁty-
four children who Qere not fegistered in the school census represent a
small percentage given the possibility of transiency, death, illness
or physical handicaps. Overall, the school census sample is represen-
tative of the seven-to-thirteen-year-old population in Holycke, the
years of mandatory education. | '
Because the federal census was téken in thelmonth of June, 1880,
‘and the school census for the 1880-1881 academic year was da;ed as of
May 1, 1881, there is a time span of one year b?tween the ﬁwo sources.
In the tables thch list the ages of the children, one year is added
to their ages taken from the federal census so the informatioﬁ is
comparable to that of the séhool census.

Children are classified according to nationality of their

fathers. Where the father's birthplace is listeg,in the federal
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census as Canada, thé child will be considered of French-Canadian
) origin in the tables. In the federgl census, a_differentiation was
'made between the "Maritimes” and "Canada." In addition, the school
cengus specified whethier the fathers were French-or English-Canadians.
only fbur‘EnglishTCanAdianifamilies were listed in the source? none of
“which were‘selected during the sampling procedure. Wifh this informa-
tion tﬁe anadiahs are assumed to be French unless otherwise
specified\ .

- In the interest of historical acéuracy, in the following tables,
; the French-Canadian parochial school, Prébieux—Sang, will be listed as
the "French" échool and the Irish parochial institutibn, St. Jerome's,
wi;l be liétedqas "parochial."” These are the terms used in the
Holyoke School Committee reports fortghe respective schools. Also,:
' unless otherwise specified, the tables containing information on
"Students" pertain to those‘childéen who are attending school at the
end of the academic year. ‘ Y

The analysis of choices-cgncerning education will begin first
with a description §f the industrial city of Holyoke, the environment
of the’FrencH;Canadians. Characteristics of the milieu which may have
influenced the choices will be described including the immigration of
French-Canadiqné to the city and'the';iving and economic'coﬁditions
which existed in 1880. _Secondly, the French-Canadian community itself
and its relatlons with the Irish population and the anti-Catholic
.sentlment of greater' Holyoke will be noted. - ThlS information is
important when studying the choice of school, publlc or paroch1a1

French or Irish. Thlrdly, a descrlptlon of the choices avallable

including specifics on the various educatlonal lnstltutlons and

i
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eﬁploymeﬁt oppoftuhities will be presented to clarify all the 5ptions.
The fodrth séctién will single out the educational choices of the
French-Canadian pirents and will,ﬁescribe the characteristics of thei%
families and identify patterns iﬁ decision:ﬁaking. Such elements as
family composition, socio-economic standing, 1ocation of school and
residence of students and acculturation measured by generations will
-be inve;tigated. These same characteristics of the French-Canadians
will be locked ét aééin in the fifth seétion in.comparisoﬂ to the
Irish andﬂ;;érican population to find any significant similarities or
differences which might illuminate the role of-surviéaﬂce, if any, in

the choices of the French-Canadians.
) i /
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CHAPTER 1

CHARACTERISTICS OF FRENCH-CANADIANS IN HOLYOKE CA 1880

Ralph Vicero estimates that approximately $50,000 French-
Canadians immigrated permanently to New England between 1840 énd‘1900.
By 1900, the French-Canadians comprised a little over one-tenth of the

New England population.1

TABLE 1.1 ESTIMATED FRENCH-CANADIAN POPULATION OF NEW ENGLAND

Year Number of Total Percentage of -
French-Canadians Population French-Canadians
~ 1860 . 37,420 3,135,283 1.19
1870 103,500 3,487,924 - 2.97
1880 208,100 4,010,529 5.19
1890 365,000 4,700,749 . 7.76

1900 573,000 5,592,017 _10.25

. Source: Ralph D. Vicero, "Immigration of French Canadians ta New

England, 1840-1900: A Geographical Analysis"™ (Ph.D. dissertation,
University of Wisconsin, 1968), p. 275. U.S. Bureau of the Census,
1860-1900. . .

The last decades of the nineteenth century were the highpoint of

the flow_.2

TABLE 1.2 . ESTIMATED NET MIGRATION OF FRENCH-CANADIANS TO NEW ENGLAND

Years Number
- Vicero: 1860-1870 52,700 ‘
1870-1880 65,750
1880-1890 102,800
: 1890-1900 106,300 -
Lavoie*: 1900-1910 .100,000
1910-1920 . 80,000

' Sources: Ralph D. Vicero, "Immigration of French Canadians to New
England, 1840-1900: A Geographical Analysis" (Ph.D dissertation,
University of Wisconsin, 1968), p. 192. Yolande Lavoie, '"Les
mouvements migratoires des Canadlens entre leur bays et les Etats-Unis
au XIXe et au XXe sidcles: étude quantitative," in La Population du
Québec, ed. Hubert Charbonneau (Boreal: Montreal, 1973}, p. 77.

* Lavoie's figures from 1900-20 are used here to show. the hlgh--
point was in the 1800's which the data of both scholars reveal.
. e )
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—~  According to the Seventh Census of Canada, it "'was not in quest

.of a higher standard of living but to évoid a lower' that the French

Canadian was impélled to mig_rate."3 - In the second half of the nine-
téenth century, the French-Canadian population grew quickly- The
Quebec economic situation was princiﬁally_agricultu;al; yet expansion
in this sector was limited. Industriali?ation was also slow to
develop. A lack of available land and little industfial employment
limited job opportunities for the increasing populatién. In this '

situation, Faucher con®ludes, "1'émigration &:grande échelle devint

e . s 4
une necessite."

Meanwhile, industrial centers were developing in New Ehgland.
Their textiie.mills were in need of a larger labor force. French-
Canadians gravitated tb New England where they obtained work. Such
cities™»s Holyoke had many employment opportunities for immigrants,
and the factory managers and bu;iness owners welcomed ﬁhe influx of
immigrants to fill the available positions in their establishments.

- Holyéke was a rural community with\fa;ming as its main inﬁe;est
until, like so many of its sister communities in’ New England, the
Industrial Revolution changed -the ecogomic basis of the area;éhrouqh
.the manufacturing of textiles and paper products. Incorporated in
1850,lHolyoke was a planned company town, originating through the
energies of a group of businessmen, the Boston Associates. An ideai
spot on a bend of the Connecticut River, Holyoke soon became the site
of a-dam providing water power and paths of canals lined by mills
and boardinq_ﬁouses, Not until after the Civil War did the economy
steadily grow and.?rosper with the estéblishment of several paper.
mills joining the thread amd yarn mills already in opefation for over

a decade. 1In 1880, Holyoke's specialty was manufacturing paper

~

15



. W s - - .- e . R -
. B . . . - . . . -
T M i : IR - Do o=,
. Py e . . . . P - M g e T
. B T . H e 0 P o . - - LY
: - R : IR oo e L .

'-although other lndustrles such as thread 51lk and alpaca mllls and Qi

machlne shops were among the ranks of large bulldlngs borderlng the
canals.ﬂl S .;.f{ ?Q'i i;i:' Co - : o . e _

Many French Canadlans 1mm1grated to Holyoke, obtalned JObS 1n the Ll _

. t

mLLls ‘and 1nadvertent1y became recrulters for thelr emploYers.; When
‘ammlgrants sent newsy letters to thélr natlue v1llages they spread the't‘“‘-.
.word of the opportunltxes to be found 1n New England. Mlgrant workers E
returnlng ta Quebec made a more forceful 1mpre3510n on thelr countrymen”'
espec1ally those who arrlved 1n thelr home towns with sav1ngs They
- w;re examples of the galns and opportunltles to be found in the United
States. The f1nanc1al incentlve and the "tales and stories of the
'mwonders of the States" plaved an 1mportant role in perSuadlng others
) tohlmmlgrate.ﬁ- |
oo :?-New England mill owners found the French Canadians to be
_aconsc1entlous, hard workers. In an effort to tap further into the
' avallable French canadian labor force in Quebec thef/hired‘French-_.
'Canadlan rmmrgrants to return to.Quebec on recruiting tours.7 In
Holyoke the head ‘of one of the original French-Canadian famllles '

.\

Nlcholas Proulx became a recrultlng agent for Lyman Mills. In the

:850' , the Proulx famlly along with four other pioneering families
had been the flrst French Canadians to settle in Holyoke. Proulx N
traveled through the v1llages of Quebec 1n‘a long covered wagon, .

recrultlng people to work -in- the mllls.8 The native, agent spoke of'

the. "wonders" of the industrial town of Holyoke and offered such

-
encouragement as cash wages. Jacques Ducharme, in hls novel

The Delusson Family, describes a character named Dulhut based on the

| Holyoke recru;ter, Nlcholas-Proulx. In 1871 Qulhut_rpv1tes the head

‘of the Delusson family to leave his farm in Quebed for the employmént
. ) o
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opportunltles in Holyoke-

"I am at Holyoke which is a very. large village. Some
ten_thousand people. It is on the Connecticut River, and
_there are mountains all about. . It is not at all like this."
_He motioned with his hand, and his tone held something of
distaste, as if he had come to love the new. country better -
.. than .the old: -
Jean Baptiste noticed thls tone, and the manner in which
. the names of the v1llage and the river had rclled off
. Dulhut's tongue. . This was a foreigner speaking, and no
- longer one of them; yet he held out to Jean Baptiste-a
~ prospect of riches. It was’ somethlng that could not be
" ignored, for he was a married man, and had four children.... .
He -wanted for his children: better -things than he had known.
- So he listened as Dulhut Spoke of the work in Holyoke and
of the country and its people. s

s .;'1 L. FTIN
SIS »
< e

S

Proulx 1ured future lndustrlal laborers w1th an opportunlty to earn'
money to send back to the famlly in Quebec. If an entire family N

1mm1grated they could save money and return home w1th an eased

flnanc1al situation. 10 T .f“f_; .

Tg? railroad fac1lltated travellng in the 1870 s by prov1d1ng a

direct conneotlon between Quebec and New England Montreal and

1

Holyoke. Rarlroads themselyes,became,1nvolved in recrultlng
immigrants. They cut their priCes.in'order-to;obtain higher‘volume'of‘
passengers. The fare from/Montreal to New England was a relatively

low ten dollars on the tralns guldes and interpreters were provided

, o —

‘to aid the FrenchFCanadlans on the outhward trip. 11 - The Holyoke
*E':ﬁ

L.

l, Transcript reported in Aprll 1873 chmen are coming imto town

‘thicker and faster~and more of ‘em 'accordlng to the offlcer

- -

stationed at the Gonnectlcut Rallroad depot who sald there were fresh
arrlvals w1th every traLn

1‘12 | ) - e g

Unfortunately for the new arrlvals, 1873 was the beginning of a

~

flve-year economlc depre551on for Holyoke. It was not’ untll 1878 that
- ‘ i
businesses revxved and contlnued thelr boom through the beglnning of

'the lSQO's.;-WIth the manufacturlng rev1val in 1878, factory owners

17



had to expand their work force and French Canadians answered their -

call immediately. The' Holyoke Transcrlpt reported great numbers of

French-Canadians arriving in the city during 1879 and 1880.

They come with all their worldly goods packed in boxes and
bundles and the gents' room at the Connecticut Railroad depot
is packed with their effects till it looks like a wholesale
warehouse. Leaving the bulk of the articles at the depot,

they start out ... to find a place to stop. Some have friends
or relatives here. Many have spent their last cent to get”
here, expecting to find plenty of work on their arrjval. A
crowd of emigrants arrived Thursday, having -seen an
advertisement of a paper company for 100 rag-cutters, and
clamoured to be directed to the mill. Failing to find
tenements, lodging rooms or work, some of them have gone on
to Prov1dence...and other points, but many have no money to

go “further.... The working people view their coming with some
apprehension, fearing that the effect will be to overcrowd
the labor market, and cheapen wages still further.... A troop’
of them, big and little, are seen starting out on foot from
the depot after §he arrival of nearly every through train
from the North.

In Holyoke, the significant periods of French-Canadian influx

. were the 1870's and 1880's.

TABLE 1.3 FRENCH-CANADIAN POPULATION IN HOLYOKE

United States ‘Census Vicero
Total Holyocke F-C-born Estimation of F-C
Population Population Community '
N N % N
-1860 : 4,997 165
1870 10,733 - 1,731 10.9
1880 21,915 4,902 22.4 ' - 6,000
1890 35,637 7,046 19.8
1900 ~ 45,712 ) 6,991 15.3 15,500

Sources: Viceroc, p. 289; United States Census, 1860-1900;
Green, p. 367.

The French-Canqdian population increased by 183 percent between 1870
and 1880 and by-44 percent between 1880 and 1890. The French-Canadian
population figures would be greater if the United States Census had

included the native-born of French-Canadian parentage: The federal

e
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census figures include enly the popuiation of French—cenadian origin
.“in Holyoke, while Vicero‘s'include'second generet;on, American-born
'children{
In analyzing the actual choices of the French—éanedians in the
educatien of their children, it is important to logg.ffggf\gz“the

-v

characterlstlcs of the city and populatlon of Holyoke. The main
elements whlch will be examined include the 11;1ng conditions, class
structure, re51dent1al location of ethnlc groups and characterlstlcs
of households in Holyoke. The effect of these factors on educatlonal
chcices w111 be analyzed in the followlng chapters
With a population increase of at least 10,000 each decade after -
1870, the rapid growth of.a eity whichlwaﬁ not physically expanding
at the same rate resulted in an acate houeing shortage and other
| related eituatidns. In the period following the Civil War, Holyoke
.found itself with a lafger population than it could house. City ahd
stéte records document the extremely poor living standards for the
workers of Holyoke in ﬁhe last three decades of the nineteenth
century.14 Through the 1870's the hou51ng cénditions were poOr and
by 1880 the situation was critical. Tenements were built close to- the'
fagtory sites, within walking distance for the‘workers. Because land
in the industrial area was valuable,'tenemenés'were crowded together
in.order to effic;ently use space. A housing shortage forced ten to
. twelve families to cohabitate in,homes intended for two or three. In
. 1880 only th othef.Uhited Statee cities had a more severe housing .°*
,//ghortage than Holyoke New York had 16.37 people per dwelling,

15

ki
Hoboken followed with 11. 50 and Holyoke had 10.52. The Massachu-

setts Bureau of abor reported the poor living condltlons in 1875.
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Holyoke has more and worse large tenement houses than any
manufacturing town of textile fabrics in the state, and
"built in such a manner that there is very little means of
escape in case of fire.. The sanitary arrangements are very

imperfect, and in many cases, there is no provision made for

carrying the slops from the sinks, but they are allowed to

run wherever they cammake their way. Portions of vards are

covered with filth andYgreen slime, and within twenty feet,

people are living in basements of houses three feet below

. tHe level of the yard....Our agents visited some tenements

having bedrooms into which neither air nor light could

penetrate, as there were no windows and no means of16

ventilation, and some of the#fi were actually filthy.
The hogsing problem was alleviated somewhat in 1884 when the Holyoke
Street Railway opened up new sections of the city by providing
transportation.17

High rent in the tenement districts affected the poor living
standards even further. In order to meet the rent payments, many
families had to take in boarders. The money set aside for rent
limited the purchases of other necessities such as food, fuel, and
clbthing.18

Seriously inadequate housing and poor sanitary conditions
encouraged illness and diseases to run through the city. As in many
cities of this era, Holyoke battled such epidemics as smallpox,
diptheria, measels, scarlet fever and tuberculosis. Immigrant

i
residents resisted medical help in the form of vaccinations. In
Holyoke, mandatory vaccines both frightened and angered the French-
. Canadians dnd the Irish. Despite medical efforts, epidemics raced
through Ehe‘gporer sections of t e city crowded with immigrant
- U
families living "in unhealthy conditions.. Over the census years 1870-
1890, Green'calculated Holyoke had the third highest mean death rate
. . ¥

in Massachusetts, 23.1 per. thousand. Only Boston and Fall River were
higher at 24.1 and 23.4 respectively.19

In 1880 a Board of Health was created to take measures to

20



alleviate the unhealthy conditions in the city. Over the next decade,
while the Board oversaw the vaccination of children, its primary

concern was an adequate'sewerage system. The Board of Health had

little effect upon public health and sanitation until the turn of the

century because their recommendations were not enforced by the city

authorities.20

Poor living conditions, the shoftage of housing de sanitation
affected the working-class of the Holyoke population more acutely than
others. The social stratification in Holyoke‘shown through the

occupational levels of its residents provides information on those who

experienced\gr escaped the hardships. .

-

21 6f

In the edixcational choices sample, the occupational rank
' L

household heads breaﬁs down as follows:

TABLE 1.4 OCCUPATIONAL RANK OF HOUSEHOﬁD HEADS

: : N % ¢

White-collar: ’
High ‘ 9 : 2.3
Low 44 11.3

Skilled 88 22.7

Unskilled 208 53.6

No or ambiguous _39 10.0

Total 388 100.0

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Census, Holyoke,
1880, Sample. g
Missing cases: 7. Occupational information space left blank in

manuscript census.

Half of the household head® are classified in the unskilled cateéory.
Just ﬁnder one;qﬁarter have skilled occupations. Thirteen percent are
in the white-collar levels. - :

The occupational rank according to ward giﬁes an indication of
the areas in which working-class families were_concentrated; ward®

one through four have the highest percentage of working-class:

. 21
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v household heads.

TABLE 1.5 OCCUPATIONAL RANK OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS BY WARD

wWhite-Collar . ) No or

& Skilled Unskilled - Ambiguous Total

N % N % . N O N %
WARD - ' ,
1 13 22.8 40  70.2 4 7.1 57 100
2 16 32.0 29 58.0 5 10.0 50 100"
3 8 17.0 36 76.6 3 6.4 47 100
4 25 *32.1 47 60.3 6 7.7 78 100
5 15 23.8 . 31 49.2 17 27.0 63 100
6 ~ 45 64.3 21 30.0 4 5.7 70 100
7 19 82.6 4 17.4 04 0.0 23 100

Sources U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns,' Holyoke,
Sample, 1880. '
Missing cases: 7. Occupational information was blank.

These wards also have the lowest percentage of white¥collar and

- I

skilled occupations. Green specifically singles out the area of the
"flats," ward one, located to the south, and the area of wards four
.and five as having the most severe overcrowding and sanitation

22

situations. Map 1.1 on page twen&y-three, which shows the wards of

Holyoke, reveals'that wards four and five were the smallest in area;
yet these were among the three wards with the 1argést number of
families (see Table 1.5). Ward six which aléo had a large number.of
families was much larger in area. It was a residential ward still in
the'process of being develoﬁed. Ward seven was mainly agricultural.
These two areas héd the lowest percentage of unskilled workers and the
highest of skilled and whige-collar. The other wards with higher
gercentages of working-class residents were those which experienced
the more serious ove;crowding and sanitation problems. The occupa-
-tionql-aﬂé residential characteristics of the city indicate that poor

living conditions affected the Qorking—class more acutely than the

higher class levels.
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MAP 1.1 WARD DIVISIONS OF HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS, 188b
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In Holyoke as. in other industrial centers, class differences

t-

. coincided with ethnic differences. The breakdown of the Holyoke

population according to birthplace in federal censuses from 1870 to

-

1900 reveals the large number of immigrants throughocut this period.

In 1880 half of the reSLdents were forelgn born.

TABLE 115 _HOLYOKE POPULATION, 1870-1900

o 1870 1880 . 1890 1900
N $ . N % N % N %
U.s. . 5,257 - 48.9 11,015 50.3 18,625 52.3 26,751 58.5
Canada 1,731 16.1" 4,902 4 22.4 7,046 19.8 "6,991 15.3
Ireland 2,850 26.6 4,241 19.4 5,993 16.8 5,650 12.4
Other o 895 8.3 1,757 8.0 3,973 11.2 6,320 13.8
Total 10,733 100.0 21,915 100.0 35,637 100.0 45,712 100.0

Py

Source:U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1880-1900; Green p. 273.

' Differences in household structure and family patterns between

ethnic groups are a}so relevant to the queitfon of choice of‘scﬁool or
‘work: The number of children.per family and family structure are a
necessary background to the choices. 1In a recent study,)Myfanwy
Morgan and Hilda Golden provide an overview of the household structure
and family patterpslﬁylethnic groups for Holyoke in 1880. Their
sample, taken from_the 1880 federal manuscript census of the general
population, studied the relationsh;p between ethnicity (determipea by
place of birth of heed of household) and household size, composition
and general family type. ‘The results ef the educaﬁional choice sample
which selected only famllles with school-aged chlldren can be compared
to Morgan and Golden s flndlngs to reveal how these famllles dgffered
from the general population of the city.

| The statistics on nativity of household head in the educational
choices sample and in Morgan and Golden's survey are very eimilaf”

»
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giben.the margin of error of the twp'semplesl

TABLE 1.7 BIRTHPLACE OF HOUSEHOLD HEAD

Morgan'& Golden ‘ Educational Choices

Sample Sample
’ N % N %
United States ' 111 : 29 101. 26
Canada, 86 23 88 , 22
Ireland - 148 39 159 40
Other . 34 9 47 . 12
Total : 379 100 : 395 100

Sources: Myfanwy Morgan and Hilda Golden, "Immigrant Families In
An Industrial City: A Study of Households in Holyoke, 1880," Journal-
of Family History 4 (Spring 1979): 61; U. S. Bureau of the Census,
Manusqupt Returns, Holyocke, 1880, Sample..

Missing cases: 5. Informatlon on place of blrth not available.

.

according to the federal census for 1880, the native= and the
foreign~born each comprised half of Holyoke's population;za_ The
discrepancy of the federal census with the Mofgan and Golden and ©
equcational choices samples is due to the ethnic breakdown of the
federal census coenting American—born children of foreign-born heads.
In the educatlonal choice sample, 55 percent of the sample of the
total populatlon, chlldren and other members of the household as well
as heads, were born in the United States. Approximately 22 percent of
those living in-Holyeke were Canadian-born and 17 percent were natives

of Ireland The remaining 6 percent listed their hémelands as

Scopland England, Wales, Germany or France. Thus the educational

choices sample reflects the proportion of ethnic groups in the federal’

census for lBBOlin Table 1.6. For the purposes of this study only the
three major nationalities, American,_Irish and French-Canadian will be
listed separately; those remaining will be categorized eogether.

As noted above, the main influx of French-Canadians to Holyoke -

'
occurred in the 1870's and 1880's. -The Irish had begun settling in

25
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the city prior to the French-€anadians. In 1855, the Irish numbered

1,657 while only forty FrenchFCanadians had made Holyoke their home at

that time.24 The percentage differenées between Tables 1.6 and 1.7
reflect ﬁhermore'recent migration of the French-Canadians. According
"tolﬁhe.federal'cénsus, 22 percent of the Holyoke population were
canadian-born. -In the educational choices sample, the same percentage
of household heads weré also born in Canada. When an ethniC'group_ﬂad
_been established longer in the community, such as the Irish, the
.discrepanc? between percentage of total population is even greater,. 40

percent to 19 percent.

The figures on the occupational levels within the ethnic éroups

reveal differences between foreign- and native-born Heolyoke residents.

4

TABLE 1.8 OCCUPATIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS BY ORIGIN

U.S. Canada Ireland Qther Total
N % N % N % N $ -~ N %

White-collar:
high 5 5.0 1 1.1 2 1.3 1 2.2 9 2.3
low 24 24.0 4 4.6 11 7.1 5. 10.9 44 11.3
Skilled 35 .35.0 23 26.4 21 13.5 9 '19.6 88 22.7
Unskilled 33 33.0 53- 60.8 94 60.6 28 60.9 208 53.6
No/ambiguous __ 3 3.0 6 6.8 27 17.4 ~ 3 _ 6.5 39 10.0
Total 100 100.0 87 100.0 55 100.0 46 100.0 388 100.0

Sources: U. S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Census, Holyoke,
1880, Sample. =

Missing cases: 7. Information on occupation not available.
A majority of American-born heads held white-collar and skilled
occupations, in contrast to the,majofity of foreign-born heads in the
unskilled category. The Canadian- an& Irish-born had the same
percentage of unskilled workers. The Irish had a lower percentage of
heads in the skilled category and a higher in the no occupation
classification than the French-Canadians. Morgan and Golden'g sample

found that out of the three nationalities the Irish had the highest
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percentage of unskilled or semi-skilled workers and the lowest in the
nonmanual occupations. .The difference in the two samples may be due )
to using separate occupational claésificatioﬁs. However both samples
show the Irish and thé.Frénch-Canadians were more likely to be
claséified in the lower ranking occupational le§e1§.25 Takiﬁg account
of class differences in location within Hblyeke {see Table 1.5),
native-born residents of the city were less likely to éxperience over-
crowded housing and unsanitary living -conditions than the foreign-born.

Members of the same ethnic group clustered in certain sections of

the city, giving some wards an ethnic identity.

TABLE 1.9 WARD BY ORIGIN OF RESIDENT

United States Canada Ireland +Qther . ‘Total
N % N % N % N E T N %
WARD . N . .

1 59 14 103 25 185 45 66 16 413 100
2 43 12 150 | 42 117 33 49 14 359 100
3 28 8 53 16 163 49 . 88 27 332 100
4 59 . 9 399 62 168 26 21 3 647 100
5 35 8 24 . 6 374 86 k! 1 436 - 100
6 244 54 12 3 124 28 69 15 449 100
7 75 46 12 7 _ 65 40 11 7 163 100

~ Sources: U. S. Bureau of the Census,_Manuséript Returns, 'Holyoke,
1880, Sample. ‘

Missing cases: 8. Information not available.

—

i

Map 1.2 of the ethnic make-up of tﬁg wards on page twenty-eight
indicates which wards were more densely populated by the three main
qationalities. Green found that while more than one ethniq group
lived in the same ward, they obeyed the'seif-imﬁoSéduinvisible
boundaries,drawn to delineate each nationélity'é "territory."
c1early; Irish families with school-agé children were the largest

ethnic group in wards one, three and five. Ward five, which was

86 percent Irish, was the area known as the Irish "Patch."

1]
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. The Frénth-Canadians dominated ward‘fouf, known”as “Frenchqpileﬁ

:g,*

seven, which 1ncludé;_

1nhab1ted prlmarlly by famllles wlth Amerrcan-born heads

e

d with the Irish in ward two.

‘and were well_represzggg'

ésfff'

Wards“Six'and:Z

e land Leading farther away from the center

_of the c1ty into the agrlcultural sectlon oﬁdthe commnnlty, were

' These two ;,

wards encompassed ‘ore "land. area than did the frrst flve wards .The'

(

sectlons lquP on the\outsklrts of the crty were 1n the process of

being- developed although they remalned prlmarlly farmlng area‘F 'f SRR

The federal census,for Holyoke,_

2l 915 people.

1880, counted 2, 084 dweIllngs for¢ o

*The ratlo of populatlon per dwelllng was-lO 52 W1th

31,881 famllles 1n the c1ty the ‘ratio of f&mllles per dwelllng is =

27

l 86, There were several dwrlllngs at each address.'

-

The number of

people per address 1n the Holyoke sample, calculated by multlplylng

households per address, was‘29'7'

the average number of persons,per household by.the,average‘number of

' The dlstrlbutlon of persons per address by ward reveals that ward

_one, two- and

Ly

flve.

-

rour was the most densely populated followed at some dlstance by wards

.TABLE 1. 10 NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS PER ADDRESS AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD SIZE"
AND AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD BY WARD.

Average N of Average Average‘Nlof
Households ‘per - Household - Persons per
Address Size - dddress - . -
(A) (B) ___(AXB) -
WARD . ‘ .
1. 5 7 "r6.9 . 39,3
2 4,2 7.0 o 29.4"
3 2.6 7.0 18.2
4. ~ . 6.6 - 7.9 - 52.1
5. . 4.4 6.1 . 26.8
6 ' 1.9 s 6.3 Yo12.0
7 - 1.2 8 7.5 9.0
Total - - 4,3 L ) 6.9 . 29.7 - :
Source: U.S. Bureaupbf the Census,- Manuscrlpt Returns, Holyoke,l"

1850 Sample.

L4



K The same wards One two, flve and especrally four, also had the

o

oy wards whlch were more crowded were prlmarlly inhabited by families of

e
ot

‘-3 -_._

' than the average household rn the crty-

;ilower,ls 49

hlghest averages of households per address - The average household

srze per ward ranged from 6. 1 in ward five to 7.9 in ward four The

forergn born heads (see Table 1. 9) The housing 51tuatron in ward

four especrally was most acute; 62 percent of the people living within

f 1ts boundarles were French Canadlan. -Thus, there are indications that

"'-?

Whlle the Amerrcans managed to escape the worst of the Holyoke living

condltlons whlch the lmmlgrant famllles experlenced the French-

Canadlans, the newest arrlvals.to the cxty, llved in ‘the wards in

L

:’whrch the situatron was the most extreme.

The mean srze of a Holyoke household in 1880 according to the

ﬂ. ]

federal census was 5 65.. Morgan and Golden s sample was sllghtly

8 The mean of the educatlonal ch01ces sample, 7. 11 %as”-
-hlgher due’to the sampllng crlterla whlch chose only famllles w1th

school—aged chlldren. ' amllles wrth offsprlng in school were larger_
. : 4

"”; Famrlles with forelgn born heads had larger families than those .

of Amerlcan—born heads._

i . . . O '.uil-
-~ V- e o - o

TABLE l 11 NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS PER ADDRESS AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD SIZE
o AND AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD BY ORIGIN.

Average N of ' 'j‘ Average ' . Average N of

AT Households per - - Household . - Persons per
SOU NSRRI ‘Address .. - . size . Address
U 3‘.,”1 R (A) oo oo - - (B) {AXB)
* Amerlcan ) "_.,"2 G AT S UUPR T T ST 1400
* French- Canadlan RS S S : 25 IPR R . 62.9
" iTIrish | S I R 6.9 - . 26.9

3.7 6.0 - :

“other . 1 .o

22.2°

Source: U S. Bureau of the Census,.Manuscrlpt Returns Holyoke;

lBBO, Sample.
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Of the immigrant households, the French-Canadians by far had the

highest average of household §ize, B.5 compared to the Irish average
of 6.9. Again in.the averages of households and persons per average,
the American had the sméllest,averages and the French-Canadians héd
signifiéantly higher averages than either the Ame;icén or Irish
population. This is an other indication thét the French—Canadian"
experienced the worst of the living conditions in-lSBO Holyoke._'-
The analysis that follows is based on individual-level aé wéll
as household—level‘data; More than half of the educatiocnal cﬁbice§'

samplg were children of household heads.

TABﬁE 1.12 CLASSIFICATION IN RELATION TO HOUSEHOLD HEAD

>

Gender Male Female Total Pergggiagg
Head : 356 39 . 395 o 14.1
Wife 0 349 349 12.4
Child 793 B14 1607 57.3
Relative 42 67 109 3.9
Servant 12 " 51 s 63 2.2
Boarder 160 124 284 ©10.1
Total 1363 1444 2807 139.0

Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke,
1880, Sample. ' : -
Slightl?'over 2 percent were servants, nearly 4 percent were

"~ relatives and approximately 10 percent were boarders. More than
half, 58 percent, of the families in the educationhl;choiCes sample'.;'

_wEre nuclear, consistiﬁﬁ'bf fathér, moﬁher and children only. The
majority of families, 88 percent were two4pargnt households.29
| Single-parent households made up:12 percent of the sample; 9 percent
were headed_by'women and 3 percent by men. | |

Approximately every two out of five families housed one'or moré

people other than the nuclear family. One-quarter of the households

-
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had boerders; 17 percent had a.relative and 11 percent had servants

iiviné in their homes. It is interesting to note that'more families
housed boarders than relatiyes. Morgan and Golden had similar results -
in their survey.-lBoth the general population and the educational:
choices samples found over one-third of all heuseholde included non-
kin such as boarders, servants or other emp{eyees.Bo

' The French-Canadians.were more likely to have a larger number-of

‘_children in their households than the American or Irish heads.

-

TABLE 1.13 NUMBER OF CHILDREN PER FAMILY BY BIRTHPLACE OF
HOUSEHOLD HEAD

U.S. Canada . Ireland Other

N % N % N % N %
Children/family: .
1-3 70 71.4 24 27.3 48 30.4 24 52.2 «
4-6 - o 27 27.6 37 42.1 85 53.8 18 39.1
7-9 ) 1 1.0 24 27.3 24 15.2 3 6.5 .
10-12 0 _ 0.0 .3 3.4 _1 _'0.6 1 2.2
" Total 98

100.0 88 1060.0. 158 100.0 46 100.0

. Source:U. S‘ Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Retﬁrns, Holyoke,
1880 Sample. i ‘ : .
‘The majority of Americdn households had smaller families with 1 te 3
children; only one family had 7 children. Half of the Irish house-
'holds were in the 4 te 6 children category; 15 percent had 7 to 9
:.children. One;quarter of the French-Canadians had familieé with more
than f chiidren, rhe highest percentage of the three ethnic groups.
'This is in keeﬁing with the evidence:presentedwearlier that the

French-Canadiqns had the 1argest number of persons perldwelllng and’

- :persons per household and has important lmpllcatlons in thelr socio-

-‘economlc standlng whlch w111 be examlned later as a factor 1n their

educatlonal choices. -

In general, Holyoke in 1880 was an overcrowded unsanitary
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community. It was a city of multi-ethnic identity with

more immigrants arriving daily. The French-Canadian-born comprised.
at least 22 percent of Holyocke's population. Members of this ethnic

group were oyer-represented in the working—class.population of

]

Holyoke. They were concentrdted in the wards in which the living

conditions werk most severe. The French-Canadians also Had larger
-families than the other ethnic groups. Therefore, the condition of
the French-Canadians corresponds to that analyzed by revisionist

historians in other New England communities.
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CHAPTER IT

THE FRENCH-CANADIAN COMMUNITY IN HOLYOKE

AThe French-Canadian community and its interaction with other
.ethnic and religious groups in Holyoke will be examined and related to
‘the significance these relationships might havewin the educational
choices. Some historians such as Mason Wade emphasize_the importance
of the parish in the development of French-Canadian communities.

Through the parish, French-Canadians could practice their language,
‘religion and culture.l The chapter will begin with a description of
the founding of the first French-canadian parish, Preciojs/gyéod, and
the special circumstances in wh{ch'the parishioners found themselves.
A split between members§, dissatisfaction with the pastor and a contro-
versy over the parish school set up the historical background of the
" French parochial school. An explanation of the relationship between
the Catholics and the Protestants and the French-Canadians and the
Irish will follow. These assocliations are also important in studying
the choice between Irish parochial or public schools as alternatives
to the French parochial school.

Until 1869, there was no French-Canadian parish in Holyoke for
the immigrants and their families. The first French-Canadians
attended the only Roman Catholic church in Holyoke, St. Jerome's,
which was founded in 1854 by Irish 1mmigrants. Without alparish of
their own, the French-Canadians had to practice their religion 'in an
English speaking church Accordlng to Wade, in many New England .
centers, immigrants dissatisfied with the Situation stopped attending

church services until they became numerous enough to organize their

own parish.
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During thelperiod before their own parTsh was formed many
French-Canadian marriages in Holyoke occurred outside the Cetholic-
Church. Of twenty-two weddings in wnich at least one party was
French-Canadien,.only eight ceremonies were performed by a Catholic
priest. The determination of the French-CanaQianAgommunity in their
endeavor to organize a parish was heightened when they'discovered, in
1869, that several of their young girls were learning English and
receiving lessons in doctrine-from'a’Protestant church in the city.3'

.In 1868 three members of the French-csnadian‘communit§ in Holyoke
petitioned the diocese for a parish of their own; Before Bishop |
Willians of Boston4 would consent, he needed proof that there were
sufficient worshipers to warrant the establishment of a new parish.

In'iaGB or 1869, interested parties conducted a survey. with fairly

accurate results.5
.299 male heads of households
1286 women and children . :
161 young boarders whose parents did not live in Holyoke
1746 ° total French-Canadian population

‘The parish was approved and in April, 1869, Father Dufresne arrived to
take on his responsibilities as "Monsieur le Cureﬁ" At first, Father
Dufresne conducted religious services in a rented hall on High Street
with approximately 70Q worshipers. A Sunday Schecol taught several
hundred children catholic catechism in French. The HolyokeIWater
Power Company, whose labor force was largely french—éanadien contri-
.buteglland for the permanent site of the pgrish. A wooden building on
the corner of Park and Cabot Streets was construoted in time.for the
new priest's first Christmas services. Tragedy struck in 1875 when
flames swept through the wooden frame’ during religious services.
Ninety-two people died as a result of the fire. A new, architec-

»
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_turally elaborate building, at a cost of $60,000, was completed in
1878 and named Precious Blood Church, la Paroisse du Prébieux-Sang.G.

While the building of the new church went on, Father Dufresne
organized a parochial French school. The school opened in‘1876 with
two laf teachers and seventy students. Classes were conducted in the .
basement of the church..7 Féur'years later the school, still
housed in the church, had a student body of 90 boys and 95 dirls. r
Napoleon Hamii was in charge of the boys and Melvina Menard supervised
ﬁhe girls. The students were taught the basic subjects, "and in
addition the boys are taught English."8 b

The Precious Blood School sparked lively controversy in the city
on many counts. In the same year as the opening of the school,
Massachq§etts passed laws requiring educatiohal instru;tion to be
conduqted in English, a law ignored by the French school. Clergy,
laity and Anglophone Catholics alike joine& in the protest agéinst
.French 1anguage schools.9 These foreign language parochial
schools were vigwed with suspicion; patriotic citizens questioned tpe
immiérants' "loyalty" fo their new country cf residence.10 |

The year the Preciocus Blood SChoolldpened, 1876, a state law went
into effect giving the loédl school committees the authority to verify
all privéte'schools were up to public scheool standards and met the
requireméggg of the law. In Holyoke a special committee was assigned
to investigate thé private schoolsz One French-Canadian, Dr. Moses
Mitivier, was a member éf the investigative team. The doctor -
was known for his anti-&lerical sentiments and supported puﬂlic
_education. The head of the special commiﬁtee reported the French

school conformed to all requirements. However, a second report was

Fd
submitted which found the ratio of teachers to students in the school
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&aé inadequate.” The reporf also charged that English was not the
language of instruction, a violation of the law. - The authdr of the

dissenting report is not. identified; however, Haebler h;s little doubt

11 '

that it‘wasiDr. Mitivier. The Holyoke School Committee did not

reach a decision on this delicate issue aﬁd tabled the matter until
the fdllowfhg yvear.

The special coﬁmittee reassigned in 1877 again included
Dr. Mitivier. When the committee went to evaluate the French school,
Father pufresne barred them from entering. The situation was not
‘aided by the persoriality clashes between the pastor and doctor.12
-With no proof the Precicus Blood schocl was gdhering to the laws, the

Holyoke School Committee did not accredit the institution.lB

school was not approved until 1882714

The

Unstable attendance figures plagued the school for the first few
years as Graph 2.1 on page forty reveals. In October, 1881 the
Grey Nuns came from St. Hyacinthe, Quebec to take over the teaching in
order to quell complaints of an inadeguate staff for the number of
pupils in the school. With the Sisters' arrival, enrocllment increased
from 340 students at the beginning of the year agd ended with twice
that number.15 However; objections were made to the curriculum'téught-
by the nuns. The courses included French, catechism, psalter and
Church history which took up a significant part of the day. Arith:
metic and English were also taught. The Sisters, educated in Canada,
were unfamiliar with United States' hist&ry which was not included in
the lcurriculg;ul..l6 | -

On May 4, 1835, the School Superintendenﬁ E. L. Kirtland con-

ducted exams in the‘French Scheool in French, English and arithmetic.
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GRAPH 2.1 ENROLLMENT'IN THE FRENCH PAROCHIAL SCHOOL, PRECIOUS BLOOD, 1879-1889

" Precious Blood School Enrollwent, 1879-1889 -
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Source: Holyoke School Committee, Annual Report, 1879-1889.

Note: The enrollment figures for 1887 are not available.
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According to the chronicles.of the Grey Nuns, Kirtland was not
satisfied with the progressfof the sfudents in arithmetic. He also

found the classrooms overcrowded and cited an insufficient number of

teachers for the student pépulation.l7

s On June 30 ¢of the same yvear, Father Dgfresne conducted a second -
exam of the students @hich was attended by Kirtland and other members
of the School Committee, including Mitivier. The children satisfac-
torily answered questioﬁs on all subjects taught, "le Syllabaire, 1le
devoir du Chrétien, le ménuscrit, le Pséhtier, les ler, 2e et 3e livre
anglais, la grammaire, l'Histoire Sainte, le calcul, les 4 régles |
simple"s."la ‘ ' " ’ ' | ..
'ining the years Precious Blood remained an unaccredited school,
Father Dufresne pressured the Holyoke aufhorities for-its appro&al.
The pastor thréatened that without accreditation, the French-Cahadians
would leave the city for another-dest;nation whgre their needs were
met. According to Green, Holyoke manufacturers realized that unless
the.Frénch-Canadian_couid recreate his cultural institutions including
parish and school in his new environment, the immigrant and his family
would leave the city and they used their influence to‘alleviate5the

social pressure against the Frénch gchool.l9

The French-canadians,.a
steady and cheap labor force, were valuablé to Holyoke businessmen.

'-?he'industrialists reassured and financially encouraged'this immigran£
group to stay and form a community with their nationél institutions.
wWhen the school was accredited in 1882, the Grey Nuns taﬁght mainly
in French and although they did teach Ehglish,the‘amount of daily
instruction is not known.20 Precious Blood School, during the 1aao-ai
academic year was taught by two'lay teachers; one of whom did not '

21

speak English. The Grey Nuns were not to arrive until the following'
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school year.
Less than a decade after its founding, the Precious Blood parish

itself suffered a split among its parishioners. The dissension
surrocunded the pastor, Father Dufresne. Some parishioners disapproved
of their religious leader's actions. Others could not support a

22

personal attack on the priest, following the Québec tradition in

which the curé was the symbol of authority'and spiritual leadégghip.
Roger Magnuson writes of'the rural Québec glergymen:‘vﬁiﬁgémuch as the
local curé mixed and mingled with the people his influence went far '

beyond that of spiritual leader. He was at once friend, adviser as

well as arbiter...."23 e -

Father Dufresne was educated in Qﬁébec and pursued a career in-

’tgaching eﬁentuaily becominé alprofessor of economics at St. -
Hyacinthe. | In 1856 he became a prlest at the age of thlrty-seven and
served in Quebec parlshes Father Dufresne held the post of Vicar- |
General of the dlocese, a prestlglous Q051t10n When the priest.
applled to serve_ln a New England parish Haebler déscribesl Father
Dufresnelwas-"not a country priest looking.for adventure and challenge
that an American assignment might offer." The clergyman aspired to
become the Bishop of Burlingﬁon and perhaps Father Dﬁfresne saw his
move to Holyoke as a step in that direction.zé *

B Féther Dufrésne was an intélligent, energetic man whose organiza-
tlonal skills built the Precious Blood parish. It was the pastor’'s
' prof1c1ency in financial management that caused trouble in the parish.
From 1878 to 1882, the crucial years in the formation of the French :
barochial school, there were many-complainfs lodged against Father

Dufresne. He wasvaccused of selling wine illegally by Federal ;evenuef'
: o A
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' agents. The pasth did not face legal action although consequently;y’

he bought a liquor license-and-paid a penalty, which implied guilt.

Another 1nc1dent whrch d15111u51oned parlshloners was Father

Dufresne s practlce of lendlng large amounts of money and forec1051ng .

‘on tHe loans without g1v1ng the French Canadians involved time to

organlze thelr flnances 25

-

Father Dufresne earned -a salary of 3600 a year in addition to the

fees for any ceremonles he performed. Extra income included one . ¢

J

_ dollar a month in tltheS»pald by each fagily in addition to,therew

| 'rental fee Accordlng to: Haebler s research in their economic

51tuatlon these fees were Very difficult for French-Canadians to.
26

'meet;_ " In Quebec,-thelFrench-Canadlans were respon51ble for similar

~ e 4
. fees. The parlsh prlest dld recelve a casuelz a fee for sayrngjmasses
STt

‘v

afford ten to twenty dollars were marrled at the altar in the basement

and performlng sacraments.~ Famllles also paid the cagltatlon the tax

per famlly : In rural parishes, people also paid the dlme one-twentyn'

srxth of thelr harvest.?_7

The parlshloners in Holyoke seem to have
pald larger amounts for rellglous cerémonles. _Letters to the Holyoke
Transcrlgt complalned people who were marrled by Father Dufresne in. '

the church pald twenty to thirty dollars while those who could only

H

of the church 28 ° °

When uufresne trled to lnfluence the actlons of the French— T

»- -

Canadlan communlty, a-group of hlS parlshloners challenged the

y‘

prlest s author ty In 1876 Dufresne forbade his’ parlshloners to

_attend ¢ lecture given by Charles Chlnlquy. Chlnlquy was a- Erench—

Canadlan, ‘a former Cathgllc prlest who had converted to Protestantlsm.

He traveled around New England speaklng agalns;/sathollc15m Those

Preclous Blood members who diad. not heed their pastor and. some who were

-

- .- ~
- Gt - . .
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falsely charged w1th attendlng the lecture were ostracized from the
?rench Cathollc communlty by the prlest ; Father Dufresne used his .
authorlty to have the bu51nesses of the accused boycotted One man,
Joseph Parker sued the pastor for damages to hls livery business and .,
won a settlement of $3,433. Thls actlon attalned w1de spread
publrc1ty throughout the Unlted States.29 V

The dissent . surroundlng Father Dufresne $plit his parish in half.

A'movement began among those unhappy with the s tuation to_separaté
o vl Lo

from Prec1ous Blood andéLtart their own parish. a meeting held in

W'Aprll, 1880, the determlnatlon of the French-Canadians to get another

parlsh_with d new priest was expressed in the resolutions drafted that

evening. -

Resolved That we French CathOllCS of Holyocke ....repre-
senting .over 3000 people do hereby pray Rt. Rev. P. o' Reilly
to ‘divide the parish, and:to give us permrssmon to have a
new church and another priest.

Resolved That we recognize the members of the committee
for the division of parish as good catholics- and honorable
men, and we do not believe in the ‘least that they have been ‘
the instruments who have compelled Rev. A. B. ‘Pufresne to

» .pay a fine and take out a llcense :

Resolved. That for the propagation of the Catholic
.religion, we regret sincerely the events which have occurred
o lately in Holyoke and hope they wlll never occur again.

;Resolved. That, we make known to cher Nationalities who do
. not know our troubles, to have a little charlty, not to
denounce ‘Us or to judge us not.

L. Resolved.- .That we Wlll not give up the movement till we
hdve galned a d%HlSiQn of the parish, a new church and
another priest.

i

‘"“:,In their. resolutlons, the French-Canadians sd;ght the understanding of

:the Holyoke commuhrty and apologlzed for the recent events lnvolving

?their-parish. The diocese dld not approve an appendage of Precrous

.+

Blood and in 1887 when Duf;esne died, he left a divided parish
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* Dufresne managed the Massachusetts parish the same way he would

.have.}ed a parish in Quebec. The pastor'culturally isolated himself;

f

‘_he held onto the tradltlonal clerlcal methods of leading hlS

' communlty.' Dufresne who never learned to speak Engllsh was determlned'

3l The prlest used hls

to keep-the French-Canadian heritage strong.
talents and authorlty to enhance the parish funds. . While Dufresne did
earn a reputation for being financially aggresszve, the parlsh dzd

have many expensive respon51b111t1es, the_new church, 'a ‘modest

‘rectory, a convent and the school. The pastor's financial prowess was -

for the_materfai benefit‘of the parish, net forlhimSelf, as his will
‘attested. Dufresne left.almost all of his pro?erty tdnthe'pafish |
in the name of Bashop Q’Reiliy and the diocese.32‘

.Haebler has advanced.the interpretation that the rochy yeafs the
parish endured were the tesult of & split between Father Dufresne and
these parishioners who were staunchly faithful to traditiocnal French-

~Ccanadian values and those who changed their values in order to adapt

to living in a New England city. Haebler ‘interprets this division as

a sign of rapid acculturation, the'‘c in attitudes which occurred

among Holyoke's French-Canadian community.] In the late 1870's, the
"o0ld customs and behavior patterns" of Quebee were very difficult to
maintain in a new environment. The split seemed to be between genefa—
tions; the old thought the young "had_acquired some notions of
independence by mingling with non-French-Canadians and now did not
care much for religion or the 'good of the Chuich.'" It was the
French-CanaQians who had attained a certain level of economic,success,

small business owners and skilled craftsmen who no longer accepted

their pastor's authority as absolute. These people were not yet

45
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Americanized although they did‘alter-their values ih.response ﬁo their
new ehvirdnment which functioned &ith a difrerent éet'of values.-33 e
Green also noted that by thg end of the century,-Ffench-Cénadian
Catholics had become more critical of their religion. Thé priest's
word was no .longer unconditionally accepted. The French-Canadians
examined all sides of an issue, even the Protestantlvigﬁs:_-According
t§ Green, the F;%Pch—Canadians thought the Irish Catholics tbokAthe
clergy's word too readily without_questioning him in unclear
matters.34 ) ,
The,educational choices sample will test Haebler's h&pothegis
throughlthe educétional chbiées of‘French-Cana&}an.parents by lobking
at the chafécteristiés'of parents who chose to send their children to
Frenchlschooi in comparison to those who did not. If the dissension
in Precious Blood parish is an in@ication that some members wiilingly
| changed iheir ways in order to interact with the outside communitf,
k and the other half of\the parish supported survivance and made -
conscious efforts to guard their native language, values and instituf
'\ tions in Holyoke, this split may have affe;ted French-Canadian |
parents' decisions concerning the education of their children. 'The
_uncomfortablelsituatipn between the pastor and thg périshioners might
have influehced schooling choice; ana therebylinditectly influericed
the role of survivance in the family decisions. Parents who supported -
the pastor, Father bufresne would be more likely to send their _
j/ children to the parish school. Members who diééngfdved of the parish
. leadership for different reasons would be less likely to have their.
families attend the French school. The choices of the French-

CanadiiZf will be one way of testing the question-ochhanges in

traditi nq} values in the matter of education fo; their children.

9
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THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS IN HOLYOKE

. ' 2 - . .

puring the same period that the French-Canadian community was
experiencing intefnal struggles, the ethnic group was also dealing

with anti-Catholic, anti-foreign sentiments in the city, a topic

covered by Kenneth Underwood in Protestant and Catholic. In the

1870's the catholic population in Holyoke grew more quickly than the

"Protestant. Since that decade, the Roman Catholics have outnumbered

'35

the Protestants in the community.- This rapid growth disturbed the

Protestants, setting the stage for a rivalry between the two religious
A

groups. Green also noted that as the Catholics became established in

[} .
the city and upgraded their economic level, the tension increased.36

This was not an unfamiliar scene in New England as.anti—Catholic

*

sentiment, erupting in the 1850's and continuing_on, plagued the first
Catholic -immigrants, theIrisﬁ.37 There are two perspectives

concerning the relations between the Protestants.and Catholics; one

s

version reports the hostility between.the two religious groups and the

.o~

other describes Protestant'opposition to Catholic efforts to isolate
themselves from outside influences.
Underwood maintains . the problems between Protestants and Roman

Catholics in Holyoke were only partly due to religious differences.

Class and nationality affiliations were significant to both fdiths and

38

were a source of rivalry and Jealousy In Holyoke a rift existed

betweén Catholics and Protestants, and between American-born and

immigrants, the majority of whom were Catholic. According to Green,

rarely did New Englanders socialize with immigrants; the Irish were
\ .

thought of as "uncouth." There was also little social contact between

the churches until the turn of the century. Little intermarriage took
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" place between Catholics and‘Protesﬁants, due in part to the economic -

differences which existed. Their children did mingle in public school
but economic status and the areas in which the families lived
separated the groups.39
Prdtestants alss resented the Catholic practice of limiting their
financial éontributiéns to thgir own parishes. They disapproved of
the large, elaborate churches erecﬁed by the Catholic parishes which-
were accompanied by large debts. The majority of the Catholic
parishighers were mill workefs with little extra mone? to contribute
to these debts leaving the Protestants financially respénsible for the
charitablerinstitutions for the city's needy.40
éreen describes a clash of persdnalities; the "defiant, aggres-

e .
sive" character of the Irish Catholics irritated the Protestants..

Green excuses Protestant prejudice in her study. "Perhaps the
‘Protestants, as a class possessed of far greater means and infinitely
greater social prestige, were sometimes guilty of a tactless disregard

‘ of their Catheolic fellow citizens, but if so it was generally

41

unconscious." An excerpt'from the records of the Second Baptist

Church does not support Green's view of the Protestant'attitude toward

. the catholics. - . R

We have to constantly regret that we are surrounded (g§yperhaps
no other church in the association is) with an immense™population
that are bound by ignorance and superstition to a church of forms
and ceremonies. A church that neither in¢cites nor demands
Holiness or purity and hardly morality in its members. -Upon such
a people the Gospel has but little effect or impression even when
they can be reached which is but seldom, 'owing to the strictness
with which their spiritual adviseHi admonish them of the sin of
hearing any protestant preaching. '

This excerpt, taken from a Sundaf sermon delivered by the Protestant
minister, reveals the Protestant attitude toward The Catholics-of the

city. . -
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while there is evidence of antagonistic feelings on the part of
both religious groupé, some Protestants did make an effort to break
through the Catholic isolationist actions in-the spirit of

"Americanism.” The Holyoke Transcript printed excerpts from an

article oriéinall& published in the Catholic Journal which warned

Catholics of the évils of associating with Protestant families. The
local newspaper's response to the isolationist article reveal; the
tone of the Protestant overtures to the Catholicsf The quotation

" from the Catholic paper islas follows: .

In some towns we will find one Catholic family and two
non-Catholic side by side in street after street, and between
these families associations are very naturally formed. The
children go to school together, the young people keep company,

" and the older ones borrow and lend articles of household use.
. Indeed a sort of union is formed between them.

No other means of ridding one's self of their
consequences is given us but avoiding the assoclations that
lead to these and Kindred evils. It is nearly impossible for
us to avoid the associations of any one or a number of persons
if we are continually in their presence or constantly meeting
them at their and our homes; hence the great desirability of
Catholics living among themselves as much) as possible.

The city newspaperfs response to this article appealed to the
good will and patriotism of the citizens of the United States, where

all should help their fellow man. The Holyoke Transcript painted a

very charitable picture of the Protestants' goodwill efforts towards
“the Catholics.

This advice must seem churlish and preposterous to honest
and intelligent Catholics that have lived for years in kKind
and friendly relations with their Protestant neighbors, who
have worked with them, sympathized in their troubles, ,
respected their opinions, contributed to their charities and
poured out money like water to feed their starving countrymen.
It may be good religion, from the Journal's standpoint,
but it is poor humanity, poor charity, and poor patriotism in
a republic like this, where it is necessary for all good citizens
to.appreciate4§nd help each other and work together for the
general good. , .
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Both the article and its response represented extreme opinions of
the dangers of Protestants and their benevolence to the Catholics.
Protestants in Holyoke opposed angther of the Catholic.actions
which was considered isolationist, th€ establishment of parochial
schools. When the city's‘fifst parochial sshool, St. Jerome's, opéned
_in 1868 public dissension quieted because of the financial relief it
of fered Holyoke. This postponed the doubts of the anti-parochial’
school population, temporarily. The group's main srgument was that the
community and especially the children, were divided along religious
lines by the educational iﬁstitutions. When his school opened; the
pastor of St. Jercme's wanted to "strengthen the religious wall" by
organizing the Catholic children into a parish school which would
firmly instruct.the young Irish parishionérs in their religion.44
‘ The complaint of religious segregation in Holyoke continued with
increasing ferver when the francophone parochial school opened. The
established New England citizenry were alarmed at such ethnically-

based institutions which impeded the process of assimilation. The

Thirteenth Annual Report pf the Massachusetts Bureau of the Statistics

of Labor (1882) described the reservations about French schools.
"Ho&ever much the effort of the French to educate their children in
these institutions may be applauded, the parochial school will always
excits hostility on the part of the nativs..ttheir establishment bygw
ths members of any race will always raise suspicion in the American
'mind as to_Ehe sincerity of professions of lovalty tdiour government
on the part of thé fo‘unders."45

Duriné thé 1370'5 and 1880's, the Holyoke public school s&stem
was seridhsly inadequate to meet the needs:of the students. A

shortage of educators and school space caused overcrowding and poor
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teaching quality. Green credits this situation to the local eexpayeq.
who was-unwilling to spend money tc improve the state of the schools.
The taxpayer did eot want to pay for free education £or'mill laborers!
.children. 1In view of this, Green found the opposition to parochial
schools surprising as they allevi§ted the.qonditions in the pﬁblic

schools.46 The Protestant opposition to.Catholic separate schools was

* L

stronger than the ﬁ}ﬁgﬁcie} relief these schools provided the taf:
payers.

The antagonistic relatlons between Holyoke's Protestants and
Caéhollcs may hdve affected the FrencC;ii:;elans position on

survivance and their schoollng choice public. schools, all

religion; and nationalities were mixed. Parochial schools purposely
separated th%:?tholic childreﬁ from the other young Holyokers of
different religious.backgrounds. The French parochial school further
segregated its students along ethnic and linguistic as well as
religious lines. This school also provided a learning env1ronment in
which the French-Canadians' native language could .be used academlcally
as well as socially among the students. Families who did not want
their children to integrate with those of other religious and ethnic
backgrounds wcule choose the parochial schools while those who desired
their offspring to socially integrate into the greater Holyoke
community and' to form social contacts for the future would choose the

»

institutions which did not distinguish between the students.
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THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE FRENCH-CANADIAN AND IRISH COMMUNITIES

were the Protestant-Catholic differences or the French-Canadian‘-.
Irish differences more important to the educational choices? Although
the majority,of the French and the Irish %mmigrantAgroups in Holyoke
werg'Catho;ig, an antagonisticérivalry developed between the two.-
+ The f%;st Catﬁqlic church, ét. Jerome's was founded by Iriéh_
immiggants in 1854. Uﬁon their arrival, the Frgnch-Canadian
immigrants attended services in the Irish church. Here, the newest
immigrgnts faced the same problems as many other French—Canédians in
New Englénd communities who were not yat numerous enough‘to organize
. their 6wn pafisheé. The French-Canadians found it difficult to |
practice their religion in English; going to confession, éna
flistening to sermons in a language oﬁhe; than. French waé frustrating.
The lack of elaborate religious rituals and traditions, including the
music of the Gregorian chants made the English-maéses almost alien.
These elements were not included in Ngw England Catholic servicés
because of "Yankee prejudice against 'popish pageantry.'“47

Moving from Quebec where the Catholic church was a wealthy ané
powerful institd;ion, firmly establishéd, to a new city, and a young
parish was another adjustment for the French-Canadians. .They were not
used to paying hi;h fees which New England churches collected. Such
fees as seat money, baptismal, marriage and formal offerings tapped
into limited funds. 'Also, Easter and Christmas collections given to
the ﬁastors added to the parishionérs' ;lnaﬁcial contg@?ution. Bef;;e
their own parishes were organized, many French-Canadians stopped

attending the Irish parish functions and services. wade points out

that the Catholic Church in Quebec was reluctant to send French-
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canadian priests to New England because they thought the emigrants
forgot their faith as well as their country. However, when immigrant

communities became permanent, some French-Canadian priests did move to

.New England to lead parishes in spite of the indifferencé of the

Quebec Catholicauthorities.48 .

French-Canadians attended St. Jerome's until they were numerous
enough to form Precious Blood parish in 1869. Five years later, 1876,
a second offspring of'St. Jerome's parish, Sacred Heart was formed by
Irish Catholics. The year of 1886 brought another split from tﬁe main
Irish parish, Holy Rosary Church; ih ward one. By 1890, Precious
Blood's facilities were not large Ehough to accommodate the érowipg
French-Canadian population and Our Lady of Perpetual Help was founded.
Thirteen Qears later, the third French-Canadian parish, Immaculate |
Conception, was éstablished in ward one.

As the Ffen;h and the Irish parishes sprung up over the city, ‘the
rivalry between the-two.gthnic groups also grew. In his study of the
history of French parishes, Mason Wade differentiated between Catholic

groups which settled in New England. ‘wade classified two types of.

parishes, territorial and national. Territorial parishes which were

_English-speaking wanted the assimilation of foreign Catholics into one

common American Catholic religion. Irish congregations fall_into’this

category. National parishes, which conducted their worship.in a

. *‘\
foreign language wanted their own parishes to continue their customs

and to keep thé;r language while practicing patriotism to tﬁe United
States. Wadglexplains "There was a temperamental ingoﬁpatibility'.
be;ween‘French and Iriéh, réinforcéd by each group's racial preju-
dices, strong group cons;iousness, and mutual aid tendencies, which
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led to thé demand for separate French parishes as soon as the French
canadians were numerous enocugh to support them".

The "temperamental incompatability" also included the Irish
perceptlon of the role of foreign- born Cathollcs in America. They.
believed that the assimilation of forelgn born Catholics would ease
the anti-Catholic prejudice in New England. The Irish Catholics
thought that the French were dividing and weakening the Churéh through
their francoﬁhone churches and schoolé by holding fast to their
lanéuage and traditioné and resisting American ways. Wade explains
that the Irish clergy continuously pressured French—Canadians‘aﬁd'dére
dubbed by the Quebec immigrants as the "Irish assimilators."49

Underwood,;in his study'of the Catholics and- Protestants in
"Holyoke also fdund evidence of Irish pressure on the French;Canadians;
"The Irish stressed the importance of distinguishi;g faith from a
particular culture, while the Frendh sought to conserve 'the natural
ofderi alreadf established."50 From fhe tiaditional‘viewﬁoint, the
*French-Canadians had been'taughf bf their Cathblip 1eader§ that they
had a réligious mission to practice ﬁheif religion and hold onto their
‘French-Canadian values:\\Th ‘way to fémain loyal to the French
Catholic 'nation' was to protect their langdége, religion and cultural
tradltlons.s1 The French—Canadian-cbhesion irked the Iriéh'éétholics
Accordlng to Wade, the Irish believed in order to fight anti- Cathollc
sentiment in New England all Catholic immigrants had to unth to
preéent é,united front to Protestant”sdcietf. These efforts on the
part of the Irish to change national parishes into térritorial

institutions only strengthened the resolve of the French-Canadians to

. N . . + ‘ ! ‘
practice and protect their faith, language and culture and to resist

54



outside‘influendes.52

Mason Wade described the relatibnship between the Catholics and
Protestants, the Irish and the French-Canadians in the New England
..xegion. Uﬁderwood,specifégilly studied these relationships in
Holyoke. His findings support Wade's'analysis. According to
Uﬂaerwood, the ﬁehacity,with which the French-Canadians held to their
faith and cultural ways and with which the Irish persisted in trying
to change the, other ethnic group caused a rift in the Catholic
religion.

Ethnic rivalry in the Catholic church and serious

disagreement over the strategy which would best hold the

loyalty of the immigrant affected relations with Protestants
chiefly in that it reduced the cohesiveness and unity of

Catholicism and turned the attention of5§ts leaders inward
toward their own nationality cleavages. ‘

-
Holyoke schplars agree that‘this disunit? was very.disturbing to the
Irish of the city who wanted recognition from .the Protestants. Green
characterised thé Irish Cathéiics of ﬁhe city as "representing the
church miliéant, and were not content with easygoing patient ways."
The French:Catholics; with their atteﬁtions turned- toward their own
were not overly concerned with other groups, Catholic or Protestant.
First "generation imm}géants still identified with their home in Quebec
and through the chugch, kept the™association, the lifeline alive.
"Thus the French churcp commanded a tehderness which the chuéch of the
Irisﬁman, filled with defiant'memories of the 'old count:yﬂ could
never attain."s4 ’

The antagonism between the two groups was feit by their children
" who also tock part.in hostilities against each ?éher;. The Holyoke
Transcript reported fidhting between groups of fFrench and Irish in.
November, 1882. | ) . |
, - / ff% o
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The smouldering hostilities between the French and the Irish -

‘boys which boiled over two years ago and fairly broke up the
evening. schools, have broken out again and there have - been

outbreaks of stoning and fighting along Lyman street in the dry

bridge neighborhood. The fights usually originate in the mills. -
and the fighters bring them out to the street and let the

school boys finish.. Both sides are to blame, and the fighting
_should be stopped before it reaches such heights as it did last
season. The authority of -the respective prlests had a gocd
effect in stopplng the fighting before and unless the boys take
timely warnlng and cease their batt%gs it would be well for ’
some cne in authority to interfere.

The product of adults and children alike, thesé fiths were only a
part of a string of public fights between Irish and ﬁ;ench-Canadians,
Catholics_and Protestants over the last decade. : LS

JThe decision of which type of education French-Canadian ghildren
were to receive was made in the midst of anti-Catholic sentiment and
immigrant rivalry in the Eity. The vear 1880 was alsc a° time Efu
major influx of French-Canadian immigrants joining.thosé already
settled. The French-Canadian counity was }still in the process of
forming and its parish was already divided over their controversial
pastor. This same man was inVolved in a clash wiﬁh the Holyoke Schqolr
Committee over the accreditation of the French~Canadiah school. ‘o
The life of a French-~Canadian immigrart in Holyoke in 1880 was
complicated; each factof discussed above may conce;Qably have
influenced his or hér deciéion-&aking‘proééssz The choices made by
the FrenéHLCanadian parents will reveal &he relative importance of
different factors. Whether the French-Canadians sent more children to
the public or the parochial schools will reveal if the conflict
between the Catholics and the Protestants or between the Irish and the
'French-Canadians was more intense. The main que%tion concerniﬁg the

French-Canadian community remains, how strong was the motivation of

survivance in their choice of education for the young?
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CHAPTER III

EDUCATIONAL CHOICES IN HOLYOKE, 1880
A

In addieion to socip{economic circumstances end.ethne;religious
clea&ages; edqcational choices were also affected by other facﬁers
concerning the education of children in Holyoke: chi;g labor legis-
lation, compglﬁg;y school attendarice laws, the:quali£§ of the schools.
and their location in the city. Each of these elemenfs will be
explained end related to the.influence they may have had on the choice
of French-Canadian parents.

The school laws observed in 1880, which were egégged in 1873 and
ﬁodified in 1874, included truancy and cempuisory attendance rules.
Children between'the ages'ef seven and fourteen were required to
attend eehool; education before this ag;~was optional. Between.ten
and fourteen yeare of age, children could find employmene in manufdc-
turlng, mechanlcal or, mercantile estabilshments after they had
completed twenty weeks of‘gchool The Superlntendent of Schools
1ssued certificates officially recogﬁiziné students who had completed
‘the'schooling requiremeets. Employers were obliged to keep these Wwork
certlflcates oh flle, in addition to the age certificates of employees '
under sixteen’years of age. Birth or baptlsmal records were needed as
proof of age. Minors over ten could work during school vacations
'althoggﬁ they had not vet met_the school requifements. Children undef
fourteen who were illiterate were not allowed to work.

Parents and employers were responsible for any infractions of
these laws. Truanf‘officers_were‘autherized to check businesses who
employed minors for accurate work certificates. Those who did not

adhere to the laws'were‘subject-to fines from twenty to fifty
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dollars.1
Until 1880.childre between ten and fourteen in Massachusetts

had been allowed toc attend school hélf-day and work the other half.2
In the 1880-1881 school session, students were required to complete
twentygfull weeks of instruction beﬁore leaving to ogtain full-time .
employment. The academic year was divided into three terms. The .
Superintendent of Schools reported-a decline iﬁ enrollment in the
‘third:term‘due to students who departed to Qork.3

. Child lab&r laws were not strictly énforced in Hoiyoke. There
are indications that the state laws were bent concerning gomgulsory
attendance because of local pressure ffom business owners. In 1879 an
effort was made to enforée thngchéol attendance law in which §tudents
could work~half-day and go\to school the other half. Holyoke
employers cooperated in hiriné older workers and reléasing the
children- because there was an abundand¢e of available labor in the city
at the time. The cost of maintaining work certificate files and
penalty fees also influenced faétories to ‘hire older rafher than
youhger wérkers.4 However, the effort did noE stop illegal child
labor practicés. Dufing‘the 1880-81 academié year, the Holyoke ?ruant
Officer noted an incréase in fhélnumber of children working without
having met the legal fequirements. Mr. Dovle did not place fhe ﬁiame
on families or on any specific nationalities; rather, he considered
the unconcerned mill managers and overseers to be responsible. In the
concluding remarks his report for .the School édmmittee the officer
wrote: = , S ‘ .

I have found somewhat more irregularities in respect to
the employment of school children than in former years. This

is partly due to the demand for help and the reluctance to
dismiss old hands until theé new ones are '"broke in," pa;;ly
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to heedlessness of busy overseers and agents, and partly to’
disrespect for the law. There are some corporations’ '
employing hundreds of hands that are careful to carry out

every requirement of the School Committee and their example

1eadssme to hope that the rest may some time try to imitate*

them. - t ‘

Haebier and Green maintain the school and labor laws in Holyoke
did rot stop tﬁe use of child labor but they did insure that children
received some education.6

The children who were not in school or did not work were
classified as "mipding Houseﬁ in the school census. ' These childfen
were either 111, handicapped or were needed at home to help manage
the household. One ©f the ten children in the sample who is listed
as "Mfﬁding house" is'fifteen—year-oid Catherine Nugent. Catherine
remained at home while her two parents and two older sisters worked
in the paper and woolen mills and her five younger siblings attended
school. She was accompanied at home by her eigﬁty-year—old grand-
mother and three-year-old brother. Margaret Barret, age thirteen,.
remﬁined at home with her mother and three-year-old brother while her
fathér and five older siblings worked.

IﬁliSBO, the French-Canadians of Holyoke had choices concerning
the education of their children: the Ftench parochial, the Irish
lparochial or one of the public schools. The public eduéatiénél system
was divided into three levels, ﬁrimary, grammér and high ‘school.
First through fifth grades were classified as primary. - The grammar
le;;l included sixth through ninth grades. At all levels, the
curriculum included the basic subjects of reading, writing and-

arithmetic. History and geography were added in. the grammar school.7

The public schools were éb-educational.

-
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Not all grades were represented in Holyoke's 12_public schools.

TABLE 3.1 GRADE LEVELS OF HOLYOKE PUBLIC SCHOGLS

SCHOOL N OF CLASSES N OF TEACHERS
HIGH GRAMMAR PRIMARY MIXED

Elm 5 0 0 0 5

Appleton 0 6 -4 1 11,

Park 0 6 3 0 9

Sargeant 0 0 9 0 gx* -

Lyman 0 0 5 0 5

Chestnut 0 1 8 0o ° 9

Ewingville 0 -1 2 0 3

Baptist Village 0 1 2 0 3

Northahpton 0 .0 0 1 1

West 0 0- 0 1 1i*

Ingleside 0 0 0 1 1

West Helyoke 0 0 0 1 1

»

Source: Information taken from Table F. in the Annual Report of
Holyoke School Committee, 1880-1881, p. 85. '

' * One teacher was temporarily a551gned to the school to accom-

modate a surplus of students.

. For instance, the Lyman St. and Sargeant St;lschools held primary
" ¢lasses only. \The Chestntt St. school héd eight primary classes anq
"one grammar level cléssroom. The only two schools which included
grades one througﬁ eight.were Appleton and Park St. schools. Appletdn
also housed\the new ninth grade. The Elﬁ St. s;hool was the only
public.high school in the city. Some schools, especially ;hose on
the outsﬁirts of the city, had only one teaéher who taught a mixture
of grades based upon the attendance and the levels of the student.s.8
Under the direction of Fr. Harkins the Irish parochial sch?ol,
St. Jerome's, was divided accofding to sex. The girls school had been
taught by the Sisters of Notre Dame since 1868. The boys had.receiveq
instructlon sxnce 1872 from the Sisters of Charity, renamed the
Sisters.of Providence. Both schools were graded according to the

public school levels. The girls' institution went up through high

@
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school grades and their curriculum included a French language course

and introduction to chemistry and botony. In the boys' school the

highest level was/g?ammar.g St. Jerome's school offered an education
similar to that of the public schools along with religious instfuceion
taught under the direction of priests and nuns.

In 1880, classes for the French parochial school were held in the
basement of the Precious Blood church. The Precious Blood school‘h-
consisted of primary and grammar grades. Napoleon Hamil was in charge
of the boys.and Melvina Menard headed the girls' education, both under
the direction of Fr. Dufresne. They were taught the common subjects

10 The Precious Bleod.

11

rand in addition the boys are tagght English."
school instruction was primag}ly given in French. Students of this
" schqol received an’ education in the basie subjects and_religion in
"the French langudge under the di;ection of Fr. Dufresne.

There were only two other private schools- in Holyoke, Mount St.
.Vincent and a school taught-by one.woman in her home. Mt. St. Vinpent..
was an ogpﬁenage which included its own school run by the Sisters of
Proﬁidence. ‘The charitable institutiod housed -several children from

Vermont although it mainly-served the Springfield Catholic diocese.

The annual reports of:the Holyoke School Committee provide

/ . .
statistics.on the total enrollment in Holyoke schools during the

period'under congideration. Over the span of five years from 1879 to
1883 the publlc s hool system increased 1ts enrollment by nearly 700

students. The French parochlal school also experlenced rapid growth,

especially in the 1881-82 academic term, the year the Grey Nuns

_arrived to assume the teaching responsibility of the pupils.



TABLE 3.2 ENROLLMENT IN HOLYOKE SCHOOLS, 1875-1883

1879 1880 1881 1882 * 1883
1814 2134 2174 2123 2507
1004 1078 1046 952 1025

119 185 248 649 401*
‘ 55 78 86

10 3 0 8 . i1
2947 - 3400 - 3523 3810 4030

B N - P N -

Source: anmual Rebort, Holyoke School Committee, 18739-1883

* Decrease in enrollment due to Fr. Dufresne no. longer accepting
children under seven vears old according to Holyoke School Committee,
Aannual Report, 1883, p. 22. -+

~ Prior to 1881 the orphanage'thlldren were not listed separately
_from the Irish parochial students in the totals of the school census.

However, 45-children were listed living at the orphanage in the
-school census.

The figures for the Irish parochial school remain relatively constant
throughout the period. Only twenty-one more students were recorded in
1883 than in 1879. It is interestiné to note that both the pubiic and
Irish school totals dropped in 1882 when the French school total rose.
The trend reversed.in the following academic year; 1883 when the
Truant Officer repofted Fr. Dufresne no longer accepted children under
seven years old.12 It seems iikely that the trends AEe'interrelated.
Since 1881 the Truant'Officer included a breakdown of students

according to the nationalities of their fathers in the annual report.

L

TABLE 3.3 TABLE OF NATIONALITIES

YEAR ENDING 1881 1882 Gain
: ’ N % N % N %
American parentage 652 14.1 687 13.7 35 5.1
Irish 1928 41.6 2063 41.1 135 6.5
French-~Canadian 1495 32.2 1597 31.8 102 6.4
Other . 565 12.2 671 14.4 106 15.8
. Total 4640 100.0, 3017* 100.0 . 378 7.5

-

Source: Annual Report of the Holyoke School Committee, 1883.
* error in addition. The correct column total is 5018.
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The three major nationalities éxperienced approximétely the same
percentagé of enrollment increase: The Irish had more chi;dfen in
school than any other ethnic group. The'comparisbn between Tables 3.2
and 3.3 reveals that while the number of Irish children incyeased in
1882, enrollmé;t in the Irish school dropped. The French school
enrollment increased by 401 students, or by 60 percent ih:the same
year. French-Canadian students must have transferred ffom the other
school systems to the French ééhool. This would account for the drop |
in the number of students in the public and Irish schools.

The table oniége distribution of students per school reveals. that
a strict correlation between the age of a child and his grade level

cannot be made.

TABLE 3.4 AGE DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO scroort?

AGE _ 5-6 7-9  10-12 13-14 15 . TOTAL

: ~ ' ' % N
French - 18.7 28.1 43.8 9.4 0.0 100.0 32
Parochial 10.0 34.8 39.1 13.4 2.9  100.0 210
Appleton 5.0 "30.0 34.2 26.7 4,2 100.0 120
Park 2.2 14.5 51,1 28.9 3.3 100.0 90
Sargeant 23.1 58.5 15.4 3.1 0.0 100.0 65
Chestnut 42 51.0 22.5 18.4 4.1 100.0 49
Lyman 4.4 56.5 34.7 4.4 0.0 100.0 46
Other public 8.0 36.0 32.0 14.0 10.0 100.0 50
Mt. St. Vincent 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 ‘0.0 100.0 2

Source: Holyoke School Census, 1880-1881, Sample.

In Sargeant and Lyman St. schoqis'which_contained only.the
primary grades, the students' ages raﬁged from five tb.thirteen.
Large numbers of immigrant children of different educational back-
grounds enteréd the school system yearly. Thé'pupils were placed in
the grade which would accommodate the child's previo#s educafion.

-~

Immigrant children who spoke a foreign language such as the French--
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canadians and Germans posed a particular problem-in placement. The
‘public schools were all conducted in English which made learning for
foreign language students more difficult.

During the large influx of Frgnch~cénadians which began.in 1879,
the Superintendent reported a problem in the primary schoels.
students of many nationalities, of ‘different gges, speaking various
languages were placed in same class. Teaching and learning was
difficult in such a"situation.

Hundreds of these pupils, knowing not,a word of English,
enter our schools at the lowest grade. Some can read their
mother tongue and know something of numbers, while others
know nothing. While some have passed their thirteenth
birthday, others require other evidence than their.
appearance and intelligence to convince the teachers that
they have passed their fifth. Differing widely in age, in -
degree of maturity, in home influences, in ante-school
attainments, and of course in quality of character to be
wrought into worthy manhocod and womanhood, agreeing in but
- one thing, -ignorance of the language, -placed forty or
fifty in a room at the beginning of a term, to be increased
to sixty, seventy, or eighty within a few weeks, under one

teacher, perhapf4the last appointed and least
experienced.... ) :

. ) ' — v
The overcrowded sithation and the multi-national character 6§ﬂ§§a6552§ |
made the‘quality of education doubtful in the primary grades during
this period. For French-Canadians attending public school,

instruction was given in English and although some teachers spoke
French, no French-Canadian educators were hired until 1ate£.15'.
The school census sémple shows that approximately.the-same.number |
‘of boys, 333, as girls, 331'attended school.al£hough.the age distri-
bution varied. There was no significant differénce between boys and
girls five through ten years old. Between the ages'bf eleven and

twelve, 22 more girls attended school than‘boys. This trend reversed -

in the thirteen to fifteen age bracket with 24 more boys enrolled in

school.
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TABLE 3.5. AGE DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS BY SEX

MALE FEMALE TOTAL
N % N % N - %
5 7 53.8 6 46.2 13 100
6 22+ 48.9 23 51.1 45 100
7 37 49.3 38 '50.7 75 100
8 43 ' 47.8 47 52.2 90 100
9 37 50.7 -+ 36 49.3 73 100
10 : 43 52.4 39 47.6 . 82 100
11 .31 40.8 45 59.2 76 100
12 - 36 _45.0 44 55.0 = 80 100
13 ‘ 40 59.7 27 4013 "67 100
14 25 59.5 17 40.5 42 100
15 : 12 57.1 9 42.9 21 100

Sources:Holyoke School Census, Manuécript Returns, 1880-81, Sample.
U. S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880, Sample.
Education Qas apparently valued more fér ﬁhe older boys than for the
girls. Althqugh iﬁ is difficult to interpret the data from- the lack
~ i ‘ \

'of correlation between age and grade level, the déta reveals boys
remained in school longer than girls.

_-When the data on'the age and sex distribution of students is
broken down further according to the birthplace of fa&ily head,

differences between the ethnic groups appear.

TABLE 3.6 - ORIGIN OF STUDENTS ACCORDING TO AGE AND SEX

! AMERICAN F-C IRISH . QOTHER TOTAL
° N % N - % N % N % N %
MALE . . ‘
5-6 8 27.6 6 20.7 12 41.4 3 10.3 29 100
7-9° 22 18.8 27 23.1 50 42.7 18 15.4 117 100
10-12 31 28.2 19 17.3 . 48  ‘43.6 12 10.9 110 100
13-14 11  16.9 11. 16.9 37 56.9 6 9.2 65 100
15 5 41.7 0 0.0 5 41.7 2 16.7 12 100
Total 77 . 23.1 63 18.9 152 45.7 41 12.13 333 100
FEMALE : |
5-6 0 0.0 i1 37.9 . 11 - 37.9 ?24.1 29 100
7-9 24 19.8 36 29.8 49 40.5 12 ° 9.9 121 100
10-12 28 21.9 23 18.0 68 53.1 9 7.0 128 100 .
13-14 16 36.4 2 4.6 22 50.0 4 9.1 44 100
15 ‘ 1 11.1 3 33.3 5 55.6 0 0.0 9 100
Total 69 20.8 75 22.7 155 46.8 32 9,7 - 331 100
Sources:Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns,. 1880-81,Sample;

U. S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880, Sample.
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Comparéd to their proportion among students of all ages, 18.9 percent,

Frenph;Canadiqn b&ys and girls over the age of ten, except for three
fifteen-yéar-old girls, are underrepresented. Irish boys aré most
overrepresented in the thirteen to fourteen age group, and Irish
girls-in all age groups tén and above. ‘Ameridan girls were the latest
ofvﬁhé ethnic grQués to begin school; not one is listed until the age
of sevsn, the mandatory age for schooling.. Over the age of tén,' | >
approximately the samé number of French-Caqadian boys, 30, as girls,
28, were still in school, although at the age‘of fifteen nd rench-
canadian boys remained in school.

_ Thgre were other factors besides the level of schoobing'aﬁd the
age of their children which may have influenced parents in chooSing an
educational insgituggon for their children.- Overcrowding in the

public schools'had been a constant concern for Holyoke authoritigs.

The data on enrollment figures in Table 3.2 shows the rapid growth of
school-age children iﬁ the city in the early 188015. when St. -
Jerome's School opened, it alleviated the situation in the public
schools. The public school on Chestnut Street, which was only a block_

]

away from the Irish parochial school virtuaily emptied at the other's

¢

opening. It was not until 1880 that the last classroom was refilled.

Since the mid 1870's, the Superintendent had been cautioning and

-

advising the opening of supplementary classrooms in the near future

because of the yearly population increase in the city.16

The schools listed in the tables were located in six of the seven

wards of the city. The French school was in ward two, sharing the

same Block with the public Park St. school. They Irish parochial
school was located on the border of wards five and six. The Chestnut,

St. school was situated just opposite St. Jerome's Institute in ward
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five.' Lyman St. S¢hool was located in ward one, Appleton in ward six;;
and Sargeant in ware three- Map 3.1 on page seventy-one.reveale the
locations of the respective schools. . o

From Table 1.9 in Chapter 1 fn the concentration of ethnie‘
groups, ward two, where the French and the Park St. schobls eere
located‘*was 42 percent Frencn~Canad1an and 33 percent Irlsh‘r
’St. Jerome's Institute bordered ‘ward flve, which was 86 percent Irish,
and'ward~sig. The-Chestnut gt. school was located in ward'five; and
bordering of ward four, which was 62'bercent'French-Canadian‘and 26
- percent Irish. The Appleton St. school was in an area in which the
American-born were the majority. Ward cone, home of the Lyman St.
schoql,‘was split primarily between the Irish and the Frenchﬂ_-
Canadians. Ward three also found a mixture of the ethnic groups. 'The
relationship between the locatlon of the schools and the ethnic make—'
up of the wards will" be examined later.

The 1876 Massachusetts 1a§s geve the local school committees‘the
"authority to issue work certificates only if the Schools met eli.the

educational regquirements. At this time, Fr.{Dufresne was embroiled in

r
the debate with the School Commlttee over the accredltatlon of the .
French school. According to Holyoke authorltles, the French school
had an inadequate teaching staff for the number of students enrolled.

Of the two instruetors, only one spoke English. Teaehing was done

primarily in the French lahguage. The thool'Committee did not

recognize Precious Blood School until 1882 after the Order of the Grey' -

Nuns from St. Hyacinthe had assumed the teachlng responsxbllltles.
At a special meeting called Februa:y 13th, the School Committee
officially recognized Fr. Dufreene s school. The Superlntendenttwas

informed to issue work certifieates to Precious Blocd stude‘nts.17
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.”In'July of the saMe Yedr,'the Holyoke Transcript reported Fr. Dufresne

had lnformed the school authorltles of his attendance rule. 18

Nonaccredltatron of the only French parochlal school in the city

posed ptoblems for the Erench Canadlan famllles Since the Holyoke
School Commlttee refused to approve the ‘school, it did not issue work
certlflcates to the French students. In any case, according to parish

hlstory, Fr. Dufresne requlred the students to attend the full school

19

se5310n thereby forfeltlng the chance to work the last term. Thus,

nelther the School Commlttee nor- Fr. Dufresne permltted students in

~ . . t

ff‘the French school to work in: the mllls, although it is not known

-:nii whether elther authorlty strlctly enforced their p051t10n in this

: matter . L

| There is no 1nd1catlon 1n the parlsh or city sources that elther
the students attendlng the publlc pr parochlal schools had any tultlon‘

feeS‘to pay other than a small amount ‘for supplles such as penc1ls

paper.‘ Clty taxes supported the publlc educatlonal system and

~

‘tf¢ the parochlal schools‘were flnanced ‘by the parish through the

1

flnancral contrlbutlons of the parlshloners In 1979, the Sprlngfleld

Lo Dlocese became the last Cathollc diocese in. the Unlted States to begin
20

e

“ﬁ, charglng tultlon to the students enrolled in parochlal schools
,'h-.WhateVﬂr ‘the qualmty of public educatlon may have been,'the

f} overall 1mpressxon in. the c1ty was that parochﬁgl educatlon French

‘l'or Irlsh, was of a lesser guality than ln the publlc system Fr.

Harklns of 5t. Jerome 5 found many of hrs parlshlone{s sent ‘their -

chlldren to publlc school The argument between Fr. Dufresne of

,/

Preclous Blood and the School Commlttee concernlng the accredltatlon

o

';L of the school was going on at thlS glme BeSLdes leldlng cnildren in

)

\Ecﬂools along religious llnes, the rench school was also taught in a
i - - ‘ ‘

‘ (72-2”' ' ' L
oy AT \ o B
‘ 3;; -
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foreign language. For these children, local citizens saw to their

diemay that "no direct means of Americanization exieted."21 Within
the French-Caoadian community, parents envisioned different goais for
their children. Some, like Dr. Mitiviet, sent their children to
public schools so they might be exposed to the American culture and
language as a.first step in acculturation. Others who wanted to deley
their children's introduction to the American culture sent their

.
~students to the French parochial schoof\which'placed emphasis on

"religion and the{grench language. Famil}é who enrclled some of their
children in the French school and others in/the Irish parochial or the
public institutions woold do so for a varieiy of reasoes, including
economic, acculturation or residence factors. For tRe parents, the
choice of school was not simple; it encompassed.many considerations.
The type. of school parents chose for thelr chlldren, public or
parochial, if the latter, then French or Irish, depended on how the
three.educatlonal systems met the crlterla of the parents. The
selection was made not only by what the schools had to offer but alsoc
—
- by other factors such as t e location of the' schools, compulsory
attendance and Ehiid labor laws.. Parents also had to consider
proolems which the schools faced. The French sehool'of course was in
| the midst of the accreditation dispute with the Holyoke School |
Committee. The students of the French school in'a rule made by Fr.
DufreSne were'reqdired to attend the full academic year forfeitiné,the;

chance to work the final weeks. All the schools were experiencing
overcrowded classrooms, a conditlon which helghtened with\the 1879 ¢ -
influx of French-Canadxans into the city. An 1nsuf‘1cient number of

teachers, few of whom spoke French in the public scbools, reduced the
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quality of education for all the students. In the educational options

available to their children, parents had to take into account what

each school system had to offer, any conditions attached to the

enrollment of'siudents and any problems'with the insﬁitutions before

making their selection.

.
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CHAPTER IV

.

T 3 ~ CHOICES OF FRENCH-CANADIAN FAMILIES

French- canadlan parents in Holyoke had to chocse first between

enrolling their chlldren in school, entering them into the labor force

or keeping them at home. In the Twelfth Annual Report cf the Massa-
chusetts'Bureau'of the  Statistics of Labor, the French-Canadians
specifically: were charged with sendlngE’ﬁelr children to work -at the
earllest p0551ble age. These allegatlons w1ll Jbe studied in the case.
of French-Canadlan famllies dnd their;decisions concerning the options
for thefﬂl hiidren. Secondly, families who sent some or ail of their

children to school had to decide‘which instit&i}on they would

frequent: the public, French parochial or Irish parochial school.

As indicateg in proceecing chapters, several factors may have

influenced these decisions made by French-Canadian parents. First,

~the availability © school xrooms and the locatlon of schools with 77\5\\N\

J . -
respect to the chlldre& s re51dences w111 be examlned Secondly,

- '

demographic factors - the age of the child and the number of children e
in the family - will be considered; and thirdly, the socio-economic ~
standlng o] the famlly Fourthl?, the poesible effects of accultui- - -

ratlon measﬂred 1n terms of the 1ength of time. the French- Canadlan

’famllles had been resxdlng in .the Unlted States 3111 be relate& o the

ch01ces made concernlng the chlldren questlgatlng thesedfig ors
n

will pns?dffﬂg clearer understandlng of the role of survivdnce 1n the

L

French ~Canadian educational choices. Through the educat10nal ch01ces

of the French canadian parents, ths-ehapter will examlne in
partlcular Frances Early s arge&ent that French- Canad%gJ ‘immigrant
amilies used thelr culture to have some contro_,e their lives,

. .
. \
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especially in the area of familf econony. Also; Peter Haebler's
hypotggzis that the tnaditiqnél French-Canadian values quickly altered
during the formation of the ethnic communit? will be tested in the
'aréa of education against Leon-F. Bouvier's findings that,the long-
term affect of survxvance was to slow the French- Canadlan upward

movement into American soc1ety. . .\\\\
.Beginning with the basic choice between .school ,* work and home,
over one-guarter of the French-Canadian children .in the school census

-
sam;IE\were employed by the end cf the 1880-81 academic year.

TABLE 4;1 PROPORTION OF FRENCH-CANADIAN CHILDREN 5-15 AT HOME,

AT WORK AND AT SCHOOL | > ‘ : "
N : %
Home 2 - i 1.0
Work' 50 26.3
. School ’ 138 72.6
3  Total 190 100.0

Sources: Holyoke School Census, 1880-81, Sample; U.S. Bureau 3f
the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880 Sample.

Missing cases: 19. Informatlon concernlng school or employment®
not available.

. - . . - . . /\
Seventy- three percent of the children were enrolled in school. Only

two children .were kept at home. Slnce the latter w%fe so few, the

analysis Qill b? henceforth liﬁited to the ch01qe between school and

e
wark.

Of, the 73 percent of French Canadlan children five to flfteen who.

‘attended schocl ‘23 perqent were enrolled in the’ French schooﬁf’a e

higher percentage .than for any other 1nd1v1dual school. The French

o

"schooly thejChestnut'St. “the Irish parochlal and Park St. schools

each incluéed primafy and grammar grades which may,account in part for

>

‘the larger percentages attending these schools.

-
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TABLE 4.2 SCHOOL ATTENDED BY CRILDREN ég—;ksncn-CANADIAN ORIGIN

L ] t
. N %

French . ‘ 31 22.5
Parochial 22 : 15.9
Park - : : ‘ 21 15.2
Appleton ‘ -9 6.5
Sargeant o " 17 -0 12.3 7
Lyman - ‘ 12 8.7
Chestnut _26 18.8
Total ' 138 100.0

Sources: Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns, 1880-81,
Sample; U. S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke,
1880, Sample. .

-

Sixty-two percent of French-Canadian studentsswere enrolled in the
public institutions and 38 percent attended the parochial schools.
'Thus, more French-Camadian students attended the public sghools'than
the-hotél'number enrolled at the two parochial schools pogether: Of
those who chose a’'Catholic education in the sample, thirty-one’
frequented-the French $chool. Twenty~two attended the Irish parochial
school and, at first glance, this seems to be  an impressivé number,k
but given the high percentage of Frencpranadiaﬁﬁ:ag;Egg gqmg_ward as
the school and the available accommodations for §tﬁdeﬁts in the
classrooms, this number is not surprising. ////{ . : .
' " An ahalysis of educational phoiéeé on the family ley 1n "
addition to the individual level is also very.infdrqﬁgg;gﬁ%fkﬁf\\*&g ]
. . ] . i, . .

A

TABLE 4.3 PROPORTION OF FRENCH-CANADIAN FAMILIES WITH ALﬂ CHILDREN ,
: 5-15 AT SCHOOL, SOME AT SCHOOL AND AT WORK AND ALL AT WORK

— SN

N

All children at school 48 S 55.8

~ Cchildren at school & at work . 34 39.5 .
All children at work S 4 : . 4.7 o
Total S o ., 86 100.0 - . >

y o : -
Source:Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns, 1-880-81, Sample:
Missing cases: 2. Families with no children in school or at work.

A - . - [ A o -t . ‘ N,
\ .
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In the decision to have children attend school or Qork, hore than half
of the French-Canadian families had all of their children,.five to
fifteen years old, attending school. Only 5 percent had all théir Coo
. offspring'at work at thé'end of thé school year. However, 40 percent.
of the families had children ba£h at work and at school. Overall,-44
+ percent of French-Canédian families had at least one employed child ‘
under fiftéen. | \

Soﬁe families wi£h more thah one child in school segt their
cAiig;en to different schools. Although only one-fifth_of‘French-
canadian families sent all their childreh to the French school,
apﬁroximately one-third had at leas: 6ﬁe child, five,to fifteen years :

old, attending this French school. -

TABLE_4.4 "PROPORTION OF FRENCH-CANADIAN FAMILIES WITH ALL, SOME AND
NO CHILDREN 5-15 IN THE FRENCH SCHOOL

S C

All children 17 0 20.7 &
. At least one child 8 9.8

No ‘children : 57 69.5

Total i 82 100.0 ~

$ources:Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns, 1880-81,Sample;
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880, Sample.
—/I‘\\-—J - . . N ’ :. ]
) ‘Seventy percent of the families chose either the public or the Irish
. . ) '\". " ' . . X .
‘parochial schools. Considering the limited number of places in the
. ' ' »
French-Canadian parochial institution in the 1880-81 academic Yyear, a
/ . . -
significant percentage of this ethnic group were represented by one or

more qf their children in the parish school.

A first consideration’in the choice of school is the. proximity of

- the school to the residence of the family. An analysis 6f_the wards

in which the French#CanagLads lived and thdse of the schprs which .

e o 80



their children attended suggests the'importance of the distance factor
in choice of school. ' The breakdown of ?rench-Canadian households per
ward revealed that half of the French-Qanadians resided in the
smallest ward, ward four (see Table 1.9 and Map 1.i in Chapter I).
Wards one and two;also had a high proportlon of the French-Canadian
.households. They 1nhab1ted Elther the area known as "Canada Hill"
(ward one) or the "Flats™ (wards one and two).

How common was it for French-Canadian students to attend a
school close to their home? The majority of students, 58 percent,
attended schools in- the the same wards where they lived; however,
there were notable varlatlons from school to school. Where proxlmlty
seems to have been an 1mportant factor, the schools were located in

~
‘the wards in which French ~Canadian households were more numerous.'

TABRE 4.5 PROPORTION OF FRENCH-CANADIAN STUDENTS RESIDING INSIDE AND
- OUTSIDE WARD OF SCHOOL ATTENDED

Schﬁh} A{Ward) .’ " Inside outside Total

N % N % N %
French (2) 10 32.3 21 67.8 31 100.0
Parochial (4-6) 20 90.9 2 9.1 22 '100.0
Park (2) 15 71.4 ) 6 28.6 - 21 100.0
Sargeant {3) 4 23.5 ° ‘ 13 76.5 . 17 100.0
Lyman (1) - 8 66.7 4 33.3 12 100.90
Appleton (6) "1 11.1 8 88.9 9 100.0
Chestnut (4-5) T 26 100.0 0 0.0 26 100.0
Total : ‘ 80 58.0 58

_42.0 138 100.0

- Sources Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns, 1880-81 .Sample;

Y. U. S Bureau of the Census, Manuscrlpt Returns, Holyoke, 1880,  Sample.
Note:As there is no school in ward four; the figures for thlS ward

are included with the nearest schools, Paroch1al and Chestnut St b

'
. —
"
. -

The French, Sargeant St. and Appleton St. schools had the
highest percentage of students/ﬁr\n outside wards One reason these

three facilities may have a higher percentage of students from other
L] . - . . .
areas is that each uded primary to grammar level classeX For

e



" instance, all students from ward one were forced to travel outside of

their neighborhood to receive any instruction higher than primary.
{See Table 3.1 in Chapter ;II describing the in&ividualchhqols and

. - their classroom lévels.) ' ' _ .
Another factor. acdounting for the relatively. high proporticn of

Frenchjcénadian students travel;ng outsSige their ward to attend some

of thé public schools was the péliéy of'the Holyoke Schdol Committee
’ . \ . . . .
to transfer pupils from one sch#ol to another, when a s¢hbol became'

overcrowded, in order to make room in the classrooms to alleviate the
¥ . .
situation. In cases where there were not enough students to warrant a

-.___ -~teacher, that classroom was closed and the childréh dispersed to other
rooms or schgols. Thus, therenhas not much of a;choicelfor-families
between the public schools their children attgnded. It %argelf
depended upbn the enrollment and attendance figures of each school and _
.upon the accommodations of ‘each building. ,In-1881, such actions weré)
needed to alleviate classroom conditions in- several schools.:

The. obvious means of relief for the overcrowded buildings
was to be found in a readjustment of boundaries of the '
schoolhouse districts, which was undertaken by a special .
committee, consisting of the chairmen of the three )
‘district committees. They withdrew from Appleton-street
building all pupils south of Sargeant-street, sending the
primary gradé to Sargeant-street and the.grammar pupils to
o Park. They then withdrew from Park and Sargeant 'all pupils
ﬂg’ below the fifth grade, residing above Spring-street, -and
. sent them to the new Dwight-street building to which

transfer they addedlthe fourth grade pupils from the 1
Lyman-street house. . - - S

The French and the Irish parochial schools did-not-iake part in

v

the transferral of students from sghool building to building to

_accommodate the -overflow of students; rather, they were indépgident'f

-

schools which offered courses of instruction through the grammar

: - : x
level. Parents deliperately chose to have their children attend these

82



H‘d/:;yend Precious Blood School located several blocks away Tney‘could

t

institutions. According to Table 4.6, on page eighty?four in contrast
to the‘Irish‘parochial school which drew 90 percent of its Frenche
Canadian students»%rom wards four, five and six, only 42 percent of the
students attending_the French school came from the two wards
surrounding the building.‘

'Maps 4.1 through 4.6‘beginning on page eighty-five which pin-

' point the addresses of students attending Holyoke Schools, provide an

additional perspective on the distance factor. The French-Canadian

‘ school drew students from all parts of the city except wards flve and

. 8ix whlch had few French -canadians living. within their boundarles. 'The

majorlty of students llved in ward-two, the area‘borderlng the school

and in ward four, the uptown area in which the Irish schocl was
s
situated. These students from ward four went out of thelr way to

)

ave easily attended the Irish or nearer public schools, bu se "j
3 . " g,
brendﬂ-Canadlans purpose}y chose the French school. ' For t ’ French-

Canadian familieés, survivance tock precedence over proximity in the

choice of school.

- When French-Canadians in ward'four did not select the French

o

‘school for their children, more chose the:public than the Irish

——

parochral scneol. The Chestnut St. public school had a larger -
percentage of French- Canadlan students from ward four than the nearby
Irish parochial school In this ward shared by the/grench and the
Ir:Lsh‘9 ethnic tension may have influenceﬂ‘ French- Canadian parents to

foresake religious~instruction in the .Irish institution for a public

: ‘-education For. these. ‘families, urvivagce was hot a primary ~ N
' consxderation in the chorce cf "school for their ¢ ildred:\\;) - - g
. . e = . : . .
. - " '.‘-r .o ) .
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MAP. 4.1 RESIDENCE.OF STUDENTS ATTENDING THE'PARK STREET SCHOOL
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Total families: 26. Family residences shown: 24. One,fanii_l); resides in ward
seven in an area not covered by the map. Missing:.l. '
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MAP 4.3 RESIDENCE OF STUDENTS AITENDING IRISH PAROCHTAL SCHOOL -
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Total families:114, Missing: 6, Locatri in ward seven: 2,
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" MAP 4.4 RESIDENCE OF STUDENTS -ATTENDING CHESTNUT STREET SCIOOL
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. MAP 4.5 . RESIDENCE OF STUDENTS ATTENDING LYMAN STREET SCHOOL k\“_
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The . French and the publlc Park St.:séhipls were srtuated on the

A"same bloekﬁan ward two-‘ Approxlmately the same number of French- ‘
anadlan chzldren from wards two and three attended the publlc school?..

ﬂas the French school. Thus surv1vance was apparently not the‘major

consxderatlon for these French- Canadlan famllles elther. Where‘r
dlstance was not a factcr in educatlonal cho;ce, the parents of many'
pupils purposely selected the publlc school over the French lnstl— '
tUtion Perhaps these families did not support the pastor of
Prec;ous ~Bloovd, Father Dufresne. Perhaps they wanted the1r chlldren
exposed to other cultures, or, there may have been economlc reasons
Such as the opportunlty to work part of the academic year. An- lnves-
tlgatlon of the demographlc characterlstlcs of the French- canadian
" families may ‘bring out other factors whlch influenced the educatlonal
'pch01ces.

‘If proximity of the school is the most obvious factor potentially
affecting the choice of schools, the most obvieus factor affecting
”choice’of school orework was the age of the child.

TABLE 4.7 PROPORTION OF FRENCH-CANADIAN CHILDREN AT WORK AND AT
SCHOQOL BY AGE GROUP

At Work At School N

% %
5-9 0.0 100.0C 80
10-12 17,7 ' 82.4 51
~13-14 64.9 35.1 37
15 B5.0 o 15.0 _20
Total 26.6 73.4 188

Sources: Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns, 1880-81,
Sample; U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manustcript Returns, Holyoke, 1880,
.Sample.

~Over ha;f of the French-Canadian children in the sample were the legal

age to work, ten and above. Of the 108 children, ten and over, who
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were_eligib}e-;o work, almest half did so. A majority of the children

tﬁirteen and older were employed; 85 percent of the fifteen-yéar-old
chiidren;'ﬁhe dge when schooling was optional, worked. The percentage
of Frenéh-Canadian children working rather than going to school
increased sharply with the age of the child.

The age of French-Canadian children also appears to be related
to choice of Schoq&. Among French-Canadian children enrolled in
school, half of the students of the French school were ten and over;
in the other school systems over half of the students were below the

age of ten.

o

TABLE 4.8 CHOICE OF SCHOOL BY AGE OF FRENCH—CANADIAN STUDENTS

School Parochial French Public " Total

' —~ N % N % N % N %
5-6 5 22.7 6 19.4 6 7.1 17 12.3
7-9 11 50.0 g 29.0 43 50.6 63 45.7
10-12 5 22.7 14 45.2 23 27.1 42 30.4
13-14 -1 4.6 2 6.5 10 11.8 13 9.4
15 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 3.5 3 2.2
Total 22 100.0 31 100.0 85 100.0 138 100.0

Ssources:Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns, 1880-81, Sample;
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880, Sample.

——

Children above the age of ten could legally work, 1t w;ll be recalled,
uniess they were enrolled in the French school{whose students were
required to attend the full academic year. In the French school, 53
percent of the students were ten and older compared to only 27 perbent
in the Irish school and 42 percent of the French-Canadians in the
public schools. The possibility of children in the Irish and public
schools working part time could account for the lower percentages of
French-Canadians ten to fifteen years old enrolled in those schools.

It will be recalled that the Holyocke School Census was taken 1n the

89



tniéd term, when ellglble students could work.

For the French Canadlans of Holyoke, famllles with up to eight

children were not‘uncommon. . . ‘ w

. TABLE 4.9 ' NUMBER OF CHILDREN PER FRENCH-CANADIAN HOUSEHOLD

_ N % o T h
Children/family » ; . ‘
1-3 o 24 27.3
4-6 : 37 42.1
7-3 . 24 - 27.3 B o
10-12 3 : 3.4 . SRR

Total o 8 100.0

¢

Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Cehsus,.Holﬁqké,7
1880, Sample. . _
In.the educational c?gices sample, the number of'children in Fredch-
Canadian households ngied from 1 to 12. The mean number of children
per French-Canadian family is 5.2, 455 children 1in 88 families;. |
French-Canadian families also had up to six children in theiage'

-

range between five and fifteen.

4
TABLE 4.10 NUMBER OF CHILDREN 5 TO 15 PER FRENCH-CANADIAN HOUSEHOLD
N 3 ¥

Children/£family .

1 28 32.6 :

2 32 37.2 _—

3 14 ' 16.3

4 7 8.1

5 4 4.7

6 1 1.2

Total 86 100.0 P

Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Census, Holyoke, -
1880, Sample. ‘ : '

The number of children attending school per family faﬁgéd;ﬁrdm.d'
to 5. Half of the French-Canadian famllles W1th children in school

had only one child enrolled as a student: One thlrd of the famlLles
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had two<studentsw'more than two in school per family: was. not common

among the French Canadians.

FrenchrCanadlan famllies had between 0 and 3 chlldren, ten to'
flfteen years old at ‘work per family. The majorzty of families had

-t

.no-chlldren at work. TWO out of every sze French Canadlan famllies
had one or more chlldren, ten to flfteen, at work

Since chlldren over the age of ten could work after completlng
‘twenty weeks of school at the end of the requlred attendance, parents
could send one or all of their eligible chlldren to work Half of the :
French- Canadlan families had all thELI chlldren in school, forty o ‘
percent had chlldren both in school and at work and few had all
children at work.

TABLE 4. ll NUMBER OF CHILDREN 5 TO 15 AT SCHOOL, AT SCHOOL AND WORK
AND ALL AT WORK BY THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN PER FAMILY

All at School School.& Wwork All at Work
N % . N % N %
1-3 ) 18. 37.5 2 5.9 1 25.0
-6 22 - 45.8 12 35.3 "3 75.0
7-9 6 -12.5 19 55.9 0 0.0
10-12 2 4,2 . 1 2.9 0 0.0
34 100.0 4 100.0

Total - .48 100.0

Source:Holyoke School Census, Manuscrlpt Returns 1880-81, Sample.
Missing cases: 2. These French- Canadian. families had no chlldren
five to - fifteen at work or at schoocl. ‘

Ihe majorlty'of French Canadlan families who had all of their children
'_%Lve to. flfteen in school were smaller- or medlum sized with 1 to 3 or
';4 to 6 chlldren per famlly ' Those wrth all thelr chlldren at work
‘were also 1n the same categories Over half of the famllles who had
1‘“ch11dren both at school and work were larger sized familles with 7 to
‘12 chlldren.- Smaller familles were more likely to have all their

.”*}éhildren at school and larger famllies were more llkely to have some

gy . v
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' -employed three had only one chlld llsted b33 the:schccl cénsus pf*;;f

r

Children in’ school while others worked. * RPE TR S ~. '“. DL e

l - ‘~-'1 i

r‘ ..u-

of the four famllles whose children, flve to.frfteen 'were all i753t3

4 -
-««." P o v -

o, T~

the 34 French ~Canadian famllles w1th children,at WOrk and at schodl,-? ,s'ﬂ,

- ’ [

= N e

- 71 percent had one worklng chlld, 27 percent had two emnloyed chlldreng‘ o

and 3 percent had three. A srgnificant proportron,,44 perceht, of

French- Canadian familles had at least ‘one Chlld at work Whlch reveals 7

sending children to work was a. cbmmon practice

The number of chlldren per famlly is not:a strlklngly srgnlflcantx.J

factor in the enrollmént of students in the French school ::ﬂ}:::;:-l

TABLE 4.12 NUMBER OF_ CHIEDREN PER FAMIBY BY CHOICE OF SCHOOL

All in French French & Other All in: Other © © Total -

TN L% N 5 . N & _ . N. "%
Chlldren/famlly : _ _ Lo e T e e e i
S 1-3 4 19,1 1 4.8 "l T76:2  *- '21°7100.0
4-6 y  20.6 4 11.8 23 67:.7° ¢ 34 °100.0
7-9 5™ 20.8 2 8.3 17 - 70,8 - .. 24: 100.0 |
'10-12 1 33.3 1 33.3 1733030 03 100.0)
Total 17 20.7 8 9.8 . 57 695 . 82.100.0

Sources: Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns, 1880 817 Sample}
U.S. Bureau of the- Census, Manuscrlpt Returns, Holyoke, 1880 Sample.‘
Twenty percent of families with 1-3, 4-6 and 7-9 children had ail'of
their children at the French school.

Along with the effect of number of children per family, if the
revisionist scholars are correct, the occupational rank of househcld

members should have been a factor in the educational decisions of the

French-Canadians.

Revisionist scholars studying the New England industrial centers

in the second half of the nineteenth century have found the number of

" household members employed and their occupational levels made the

Ld
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dlfference between livan below the poverty level or even with it.
In.1870 Lowell, worklng children "were cruc1a1 to the French-Canadian
famxly economx . The more chlldren employed the higher the
c0ntr1butron to.famliy 1ncome If ‘the" household‘head had a skilled

occupatlbn, hlS 1ncome may have been adequate to meet the basic

HECESSltiES £or his family.: However, these parents would send their

Vo chlldren to work 1n order to make thelr family's lifestyle more

comfortable~and perhaps to be able to save some of the earnings.
Early summarlzed the sxtuatlon ln Lowell ,..some families managed
to escape absolute want the ablllty to achleve a decent living -

standard dep‘nded largely upon the 51ze, comp051tlon, and age struc-

ture of the Orklng ciass famlly -in conjunctlon with the earning power

of the galnf lly employed famlly members "2 If the situation in
Holyoke in lBBO was 51mllar to that of Lowell the choices for educa-

tiqn-and French parochlal educat;on would have been influenced by the

‘::economrc pos;tlon of the famlly - L @

-

’ An economlc factor which entered lnto the decision-making process

. ”‘concernlng the optlons for the’ chlldren was the need for their

partlclpatlon ‘in the family 1ncome Family characteristics and the

' soc1o -economic situation can explaln ' in part if the child's income

was necessary for the. economlc surVLval of the famlly If not, which
optlon did the' parents choose? More informatlon can be obtained
through the analy515 of occupation of household head the number of
chlldren per famlly, supplementary 1ncome from SLbllngs, as well as.
each factor related to the choice of school ";._. . - l\
Early s research- on- French Canadlans Ain Lowell Massachusetts
‘reveals that familiés in whlch workers held unskllled positions with

children too young to work suffered from poverty_ The same. type. of
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family with a skilled worker as the household head could get by

-

because of the highef wages,3'.In the educational choices sample, on

;hird of the Freqch-Canadian family heads iﬁ Holyoke-had white:zollar
or skilled dccupations and would earn highef wages than the 60 percent
of unskilled-heads. .Would families with higher @age earners have less

of a need to send their children to work than those with unskilled

heads? 1If so, would higher income families send their children to
| !

-

schocl fﬁli~time; and'to which institution?

Tn the educational choices sample, the findings on the occupa-
tional rank of househoyg head by the choice of school or work for
their children echo Early's observations. érench:Canadian families
in Holyoke with white-collar and skilled heads had a higher propor-
tion, 63 percent, of “all their children five to fifteen, attending
school than the unskilied head with 52 percent. Families headed by
unskilléd workers were more likely to have some of their children at
school and at work, 48 percent, than those with higher ranked occupa-
tions of whom 30 percent were in this category. Cases with all their
children at work were too few to draw pertinent conclusions. This
analysis of occupational rank of family head by choice of work or
school indicates economic factors wefe a consideration in the choices
for the education of the children.

In Massachusetts at this time, the French-Canadians were
stereotyped as taking every opportunity to send their children to
work, almost preferring work to education for their children.' The
1881 Annual Reporp/Bf the Massachusetts Bureau of the Statistics of

Labor singled out the French-Canadians anq dubbed them the '"Chinese of

Ay
the Eastern States" for the practice of falsifying the ages of their

e T

94



children in order for the youngsters to obtain full-time_employment.

French-Canadians #ill not send their children to school if

they can_help it, but endeavor to crowd them into the mills

at the earliest possible age. To do this they deceive about

the age of their children with brazen effrontery. They '

deceive also about their schooling, declaring that they have

‘been to school the legal time, when they know they have not,

and do not intend that they shall. And when at length they -

are cornered by the school officers, and there is.no other

escape, often they scrabble together what few things they

have, and move away to some other place where they are

unknown, where they hope by a repetition of the same deceits

to escape the schoecls entirely, and keep the children at work

right on in the mills. And when, as is indeed sometimes the

case, any of them are so situated that they cannot egcape at
all,then the stolid indifference of the children-wﬁars out

the teacher with what seems to be an idle task....

Because there were few cases of French-Canadian families with all
their children at work, and it will be recalled, over half of the
children over the age of ten were still in school, this situation does
not fit the stereotype of French-Canadian practices in Massachusetts
at that time.

in Holvycke, during the 1880-81 academic year, the Truant Officer
noticed a rise in the number of employed children who had not met the
legal schooling requirements. Mr. Doyle, it will be recalled, placed
the responsibility for this illegal practice on the employers rather
than on the parents and did not specify any nationality as the main
offender.5 However, Haebler found French-Canadians in Holyoke had
the reputation of putting their children to work at the earliest age
possible and even using deceit to insure their youngsters jobs. The
city officials' actiong were based upon the impression that French-
canadians would rather have their children work in the mills than
attend school.6 The school officials did note that many underaged

Holyoke children falsified their ages in order to obtain full-time

employment ocut of economic necessity. In 1877, the Superintendent of

’
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Schools was charged with allowing children under fourteen to work
without fulfilling the school requirements "for reasons of hardship

but in violation of the law." ? Again, the ev1dence from the 1880 -81
school census sample dces not fit the stereotype of French Canadian :
'child 'labor practices. ‘

The sample of school children for the 1880 81 academic year was -
taken during the years of trouble between the city authorities and
Father Dufresne. Whether the children attended the full thirty- elght‘
weeks because of the priest's specification or because the school
committee would not issue work certificates to students attending the
school anyway does-not matter. Children who did enroll in this
institution were not able to work during the second half of the school
year. This would be a burden on families who needed the income of
their offspring. Many students attending the other schools in the
city did capitaliae on the opportunity to work part of the scheool
year. The truant officer reported issuing 720 work certificates to
students having completed the required weeks of sohooiing for the
1880-1881 academic year.8

One would expect the occupational level of French-Canadian
household heads to have affected the ability of families‘to‘send_their
children to the French sc¢hool. However, only about one—quarter:of?the
families with all or at least one of their offsprinq enrolled in_ the
French school had skilled househcld heads as opposéﬂ to over one third
of those who sent all their children to either the Irish parochial or
public institutions. These flndlngs are contrary to what one would
expect and are a first indication that Haebler s rapid acculturatlon
interpretation might best explain the findings from the educational-

choices’sampleu
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Only 16 percent of the French-Canadian households with white-
collar gx -skilled heads had all th21r children in the French school

_-compared to 25 percent of unskllled iaborers, and less skllled than

\

unskllled sent at least one of thelr offsprlng to the French school.

TABDE 4.13 OCCUPATION OF FRENCH- CANADIAN HOUSEHOLD HEAD WITH
' - CHILDREN ‘5-15 ATTENDING SCHOOL BY CHOICE OF SCHOOL

ALL IN FRENCH FRENCH & OTHER ALL IN OTHER
. N % N % N %
Qce of head: '
Skilled/
White collar 4 23.5 2 25.0 19 36.5
Unskilled . 13 76.5 6 75.0 33 63.5
Total 17 22.1 8

',._l
<
M.
un
)
[oa}
L |
wn

Sources U.S.Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke,
1880, Sample. Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns, 1880~1881,
Sample.

Missing cases: 5 heads reported no or ambiguous occup tions.
Nineteen of the twenty-five French-Canadian families in the sa le
with skilled and higher level occupations sent all theit‘child en to
schools other than the French institution. These pafents wollld be the
French-Canadian ellte o whom Haebler refers in the Spllt h&tween the
parishicners of Precilous Blood parlsh Follow1ng Haebler's lnterpret—
ation this elite, who disapproved of Father pufresne and wanted to
ecreate their own parish, would not have supported the French sahool
through the enrollment of their chlldren - T | B :

The results of choice of school by socio-e¢onomic levbl are
consistent with Haebler's argument; however, this raLSes the questlon
of how more unskilled French-Canadian family heads'were-able to send a
larger proportion of their chlldren to French school tn_n those ln the
skilled categories. Many French- -canadian students had’ older sibllngs -

over the age of mandatory schooling who cou;d potentlallg’be contrir



-buting to the family income.c Sixty-six percept of French—Canadidn ;;;J,E"

t

'families with chiI ren five to fifteen years old, had children

{sixteen and older. Of these older siblings, almost‘all .97”percent N

;were listed with an occupationql‘titié‘in the federal census..:pp%y';:lgrgi

: .-u-'--—-' ke

., one French child over fifteen reported "studeﬁt{ as an occupation

= -

_Of the French Canadian families w1th a11 of their chlldren in the V.*

‘_French school‘ 82 p cent had older offspring‘with occupational titles-

: compared to 58 percent of those who sent all their children to other

.=

',t schools. Families with no older working~children were more 11kely ta
send their children to the public or parochial school where students 5: ih
.under fifteen could work part of the year. The more older Siblings
with- 0ccupational title there were per family did not 1ncrease the.
number of households send&ng all their children to ﬁrench school and

1t actually decreased 1n familles with children in the French ahd
R "t g
other school catergory However -the highest percentage'of'French-

Canadian families with no children in the French schodl were thOSe

with no potential for supplementary income from 51blings "Thé Tfﬁ; -

: poténtial for family income was a factor in the ch01cé of school. The
ma]ority of famrlies who chose the French school had added 1ncome from

working children over the mandatory school age. These results conflrm ‘

N

Early's findings on the importance of the finanCial contribution of

French-Canadian children te the family income as weii_aﬁ Hare"en s’
JE

study on the French Canadian family structure and wofk ethic in a new,

industrial environment.

| . In addition to residence.and.demographlc and socio economic
lfactors there remains ‘one- more element to consider which m&y have.
-affected the edhcational decisions.' Acculturation measured by the

flength of\sta#lin,the United Statesfhmay have influenced.the'French—

“-X - ] /‘ - . . ) K ._ 98 "- .
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-1880, Sample.

-
-

Canadian ch01ces.’ The famllles ldentlfled as E?EEEH‘Ganadian'by the

blrthplace of the head of the household 1ncluded first-- and second~'f-ﬁ

A

e

generatlon 1mm1grant chlldren. A famlly w1th all its chlldren born ln-‘:

Canada ls presumed to have spent less tlme ln the Unlted States than a:;
famlly w1th some of its children born in Canada anq\some in the United.l'

i S States, and French -Canadian families with all American- born chlldren

would have been exposed to the American culture longest of . the three
classaflcatlons.
o o - - ;
Vlrtually 3ll the French- Canadlan household heads in Holyoke were

canadian—born or Amerlcan—born of French-Canadian fathers.

- TABLE 4.14 BIRTHPLACE OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS BY BIRTHPLACE OF FATHER

Birthplace of'Father‘of Head -~ Canada

4
oL

Birthplaceiof'heaog‘

United States 5 5.4 .
Canada 87 93.5 | /‘
"Ireland . 1 1.1 0
Other 0 0.0 .
Total 83 0.0

10

Source:U.S. Bureau of ‘the Census Manuscript Returns, Holyoke,
More than half, 58 percent of the children, five'to fifteen, in
the sample were born in Canada: Almpst all of their fathers, 95

percent, were Canadlan—born, onliy. 5 percent were American- born

' TABLE 4.15 BIRTHPLACE OF CHILDREN 5-15 BY BIRTHPLACE OF : FATHER.

_’Birthplace of Father canada
. Birthplace of child:” S o
United States S 87 - 41.8
-Canada B : 21 58.2
Ireland" . C 0 0.0
Other o - _ : o~ 0.0
Total L ; ' : 5@% ' 100.0

Source:U.S. Bureau of the Censubs /Manuscrlpt Returns, Holyoke

1880, Sample. . R
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| iThe Frencthanadlan population in' Holyoke was comprlsed of recentn

i \

1mmigrants, w1th new arrlvals }01n1ng them yeax}y.

The high number of

< recent lmmlgrants, Wthh could affect thelr educatlonal ch01ce5, can

:*.\\

be rnvestzgated thh reference to

1-Ithat the French Canadrans were Ln

.Amerlcan soc1ety and thelr Values

';ﬂcondltlons, contrary to Bouv1er’s

f French Canadlans ;n the socral

' ’_surerance.

two 1nterpretatlons, Haebler 's view

the process of rapld adjustment to ’

were altering to meet the new .

conceptlon that the upward movement.
B E . f . v ' ) . :
stratification was retarded begause .

The famllles wlth Amerlcan born offsprlng had a SLgnlflcantly

.hlgher percentage df all chlldren

attendlng school followed by i

ffamllles wrth both Canadlan— and Amerlcan~born chlldren

.jTABLE 4 16 GENERATION BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN 5- 15 ALL AT SCHOOL., AT
SCHOOL AND AT WORK "AND ALL ‘AT  WORK BY FAMILY .

Total

All at School School & work All at WOrk
: . N % N 3o N % N %/
-Generatlon _ - : e . '
All American-born 16.. 72.7.. -5 '22.7_.’ 1 4. 6 227 100
can and Amer-born © . 21 58.3 13 36.1° o2 5.6 36- 100
11 - 36. 7 : .16 - 53. 3' .3 10. 0 30 100

© Al Canadian born’

,some or all of thelr children were at work

v

U.S. Byreau of the Census,

-

: , Sources Holyoke School Census,_Manuscrlpt Returns, 1880 1881
" Sample;
Sample.

Manuscrlpt Returns, Holyoke 1880

The most récent lmmlgrants had- the lowest percentage of all chlldren

\

.

at school and the hlghest in the two other cla551flcatlons ‘in whlch

The longer a French—

'Canadlan famlly had been settled 1n the Unlted States, the ‘more they

"wbuld choose to send thelr chlldren to school rather than to work for

. the. duratlon of the academic Year

These flgures support Haebler 5

lnterpretatlon that the French Canadlan values qU1ckly altered durlng

‘this perlod ln the ethnic communlty, at least in dec1srons £or the -

100 -



"-educatLOn of thelr chlldren.

The effect of acculturatlon is. also clearly revealed 1n the N

choice of school Of the famllles whose chlldren were all born in the - ’

"Unlted States not one had all their chlldren enrolled in the French-

Canadlan school and only 14 percent had ‘one . or - more in the French and

other school category.

~

L

N

'.TABLE 4 17 GENERATION BY CHOICE ‘OF SEHQQL

i
¢

PR

“All in

All in- - French’ . ‘ .
French & Other Pther * Total
N, % N % TN % . N %
Generatron A _ . ’ ) . . - —
- All American-born. 0 0.0 3 14.3 is 85.7 © 21 100-.
Amer & Can-born 10 29.4 3 8.8 21 61.8 - 34 - 100
All-Ca#xadian-'born 725,92 7.4. 18 . 66.7 .27 100
Total B .o 17 20.7 B ‘9.8 57 69.5 : 8? 100

Sources:Holyoke School Census, Manuscrrpt Returns, - 1880 81, Sample;’
U.S.‘Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke 1880 Sample.
One—quarter‘of the newest immigrant families‘enrolled'all their.’

_students 1n the-: French schecaol. The-Caﬁadiane and'Americaneborn and

the all Canadlan chlldren, famllles Wlth less acculturatlon exposure
had relatlvely similar choice percentages The longer the famlly had
re51ded in the United States, the less likely were thelr chlldren to. ‘
be members of the French schocl student body

Are these flndlngs at odds wrth Bouvier's argumcnt that
" survivance made French-Canadians less supportlve of educatlon
retarded their adjustment to American soclety and slowed thelr upward
soclal movement? In support'of Bouvrer s argument, it 1is true that
the French Canadlan immigrants in Holycke had come from a country in
_-which- educatlon was not yet compuisory. In Quebec the admlnlstiﬁtlon-

of education was dlvrded between two commlttees, Cathollc and

Protestant. athollc education was controlled by the clergy It was
SR ' o . ' o
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paid for by a 1and tax, government ald and 1argely by a tax pald by

s 1

families w1th chlldren in sohool 9

Quebec Cathollc schools emphasrzed the areas of rellglon andv

FrEnCh language 1nstructlon.. Thelr currlculum also 1ncluded .

' arythmetlc, scrence, geography,,Canadlan hrstory and Englrsh :The

hrstory texts Centered on Roman Cathollc and French Canadlan laws and

o

tradltlons,_usually wrltten by clerlcs.f Hlstory other than Quebec

hlstory was only mlnlmally StudlEd 0
solely for the boys ln the colleges classrques. -Marre—RoSe Malourn

descrlbes the purpose of glrls educatlon when rellglous communrtles
'.‘—-..___‘ - v . .

'1n Quebec began to t@ke ?n teachlng respon51b111tles.-

'Tr015 elements se degagent de ce programme les rellgleuses
.entendent fournir & leurs €léves au morns une formation »
_générale de base; cette’ formation ne vise pas ‘A brienter les
jeunes filles . vers une carrlére mais plutdt A les préparer a
bien remplir leur future réle d'€pouse et de mére, c'est- A

.dire de maitresse de maison; enfin, ceétte démarche &ducative
baignera dans une-: conception chrétienne de la vie. Ces - .

. objectifs sont le reflet des valeurs, des préjugés et des.
limites-de la socrété québécoise hu.mllleu du 19e siécle:
.Ils sont conformes A la place. réser ee -la femme, au
'Quebec a la fin du. 51ecle dernler. . '

It was feared an educated woman mlght rebel agalnSt her role of wife
and mother 12

. Louis BaChand.reeounted‘in "L'école paroissiale" that most

There was secondary - educatlon

French_Canadian'immigrants were poor and upon arriving in New England

v

they were preoccupled with the subslstance of their not- sO- small

families. Thelr chlldren ten and twelve years .old, worked 1n the

factories. ThlS was not uncommon ln Quebec durlng the same the

¢

period. Bachand dlscerned a pattern of sohool followed by elther
employment or Amerlcan hlgh school among the French Canadlans ln New
England. Vlau found a srmllar pattern in Holyoke for both young men

.

and womén- sohool, work and then marrlage.' Accordlng to Vlau the

LY
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French Canadlan was not motlvate&gpowards school " While Father'
”Dufresne valued educatlon, he alone could not sway others. to follow
'fmsult. The pastor s lnfluence was limited in the parlsh because of his
7.‘rocky relatlonshlp w1th the French Canadlan commum.ty.13

The extent to whlch ucatlon was valued less in Quebec than ln
the. United States is reflected in the literacy rate of the heads of
French-Canadian households. The educational ch01ces sample reveals‘

just under half were illiterate. ///,«

. S ‘ . :
 TABLE.4.18 lLITERACY OF FRENCH-CANADIAN HOG§£HOLD HEADS

’
+

N - %
. Read-and‘write - 50 56.8
Read only 3 3.4
‘Write only 1 1.1
Neither 34 38.6
88 100.0

Total -

. . Source: U,S. Bureauaof the Census, Manuscript Retu:ns, Holyoke,
1880, Sample. : ' . ' )
'if this appeats to support Bouvier's argument, a comparison of>
'the llteracy of recent and longer established French- Canadlan'
-immlgrants suggests he may have exaggerated the long term effect of

negatlve attltudes towards educatlon

"-TABLE-4.19 GENERATION BY LITERACY OF FRENCH- ChﬁADIAN HOUSEHOLD HEADS

ST Birthplace oé Chlldren o
U. S. U.S. & Canada Canada ' Total

- N . % N % Y % N %

- Literacy: S ‘ S ; C
Can read & write 19 - 86.4 20 55.6 11 -36.7- 5 ~ 56.8°
‘Read only , 1. 4.5 1 2.8 1 3.3 3, 3.4
‘Write only 10 4.5 o 0.0 0. 0.0 - " -1. 1.1
Neither - o .1 4.5 4.7 . 18 _60.0 34 38.6

100.0 0 .30‘100.0 88 100.0

. Total 221000 ‘33

A Source U.S.'Bureau of the Census, Manuscrlpt Returns, Holyoke,
1880 Sample . : '
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. When analyzed by 1ength of stay in the Unlted States, the statistics

reveal that 86 percent of the FrenchJCanadraﬁ heads whose chlldren

- .
i

were all born ln the Unlted States, compared to 37 percent ‘of - familles fufﬁ3“

-f'with all Canadlan born chlldren \ The more recent arrrvals had a’ “L:
?1higher percentage of illlteracy, reflectrng their lack of formal
feducation in Quebec. Table 4. 19 oo . llteracy indicates a rapld prOCessﬂ
;iof acculturation, and supports Haebler s 1nterpretatlon of a_f
*relatively rapid alteration of_tradltlonal French-Canadian values 1nl
'Eolyoke.

In conclusion, characterlstlcs whlch emerge from the educatlonal

chorces sample of French—Canadlan famllles with school-age. chlldren

.include 65 percent of household heads were unskilled laborers and two—; o

thirds’ of ‘the families had chlldren with occupatxonal titles. ‘The-

t

.hrgher the. number of chlldren per family, the more chlldren, ten to

f.ffifteen, there were at work. Families tended to have one or .more

fstudents in school as thelr economlc 51tuatlon became mare stable

| of the French -canadian children ten to fourteen years old who
tould work part of the school year, half of them did take the optlon
fto work ‘ Forty four percent of the families had l or more chlldren
ten- to flfteen at work. For the other half of the ten-to fourteen-
:year old French Canadians and those nine and under, more French- |
Canadlans were- enrolled in publlc than parochlal schools. This 1s not
surprLSLng because of the greater avallabllaty of room in the publlc
SChOClSw Thlrty nine percent did choose parochial lnstltutions and (
. mote'selected the French school than the Irish.
. Those famllles who sent their chlldren to the .French

pparochial sdhool dld so in the midst of a rlft within the parlsh

ltsel{/and an accredltatlon lssue between the pastor and the c1ty

e -
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;famllies with children enrolled spec fically'wunted.a

,“'ilparochial education taught 1n Frenbh and upholding the traditional

.~;fvalues of rellglon.‘language and customs.‘ The majorlty of these S

/

2-ffamilies had some, 1f not all.0£ their'children born 1n Canada. lhey
:'had not been exposed to the Amerlcan culture long enough to have their
;cholces affected by acculturatron; Economrcally. only ‘one- quarter of -
-:}ithese familles had household heads wrth skllled or hlgher level T

'.f occupatlons, but 90 percent*had older 51b11ngs Wlth an’ occupatlonal

' 3title who could potentlally conxribute flnanc1a11y to the famlly

'iilncome needed to survrve The dlstance between school .and resldence

{ of student reveals the Frnnch Parochlal school drew chrldren from all" o

ilwards, chrldren went out of thelr way to attend thlS school These

v

'?French Cahadlan famllles in 1880 Holyoke were proponents of surv1vance

_ 1through the. educatron of their chlldren in Pre01ous B100d School.

In the educatlohal and employment dec1510ns made By the French~.

Canadﬂans, Early s flndlngs an the economlc nece551ty ‘and the methods
of chrld contrlbutlon to famlly income in Lowell are srmllar to those
: of Holyoke.- Haebler S 1nterpretatlon that French- Canadlan values

frapldly changed can be supported in the generatlonal findings of the

educational choices sample. Also, Haebler's description of the parrsh

split between French- Canadlans of hlgher economic levels are upheld in -

_the information that families wrth heads holding skllled and jobs were:

less likely to send their chlldren ln,the parish school. Evidence -

that Bouvier's findings that'education was not highly valued by the .

'French Canadlans of New England is supported only for the most recent

immigrantsdl The progress in lxteracy of those residing in the United

States long enough for their-children to be born there is more

»‘1:05



consistent wit Haebler s hypothesis of rapld acculturatlon. The

I

choices concerning the education of their

Erench Canadlans, who
children re\lgct the stron st support of survivance, are recent,

worklng class rmmlgrants who had not yet been affected by accul-

'-hturatlon.and who were able to met the subsistance needs of their

‘families by older working children. Contrary to Sorrelé, for whom
s Co : -
- survivance was an elite phenomenon, the evidence suggests it was,

" the short run, a characteristic of recent working-class immigrants.

"
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CHAPTER V

//

s

———

‘A COMPARISON OF THE CHOICES OF
FRENCH-CANADIAN, AMERICAN AND IRISH FAMILIES

.Cﬁapter IV‘presented the educational choices of the French-
canadians in Holyoké and.factors affecting their choices. The same
factors,.residence, the age and number of children, the sccio-ecconomic
rank of the household heads and acculturation may have affected the
educatioégi choices of the American and Irish ethnic groups as well.
similarities and differences between tﬁe ethnic groups wiil be
described in this chapter to provide further insight into the

motivation behind the French-Canadian educational cholces.

In the main choice of home, work or schocl according to

=T

ethnic group, the French-Canadians had the highest percentage of

children at work and the lowest of children at school.

TABLE 5.1 CHILDREN 5-15 AT HOME, AT WORK AND AT SCHOOL BY ORIGIN

——

Origin American F - C Irish Other

N 3 N 3 N % N g
Home 0 0.0 2 1.1 8 2.4 0 6.0
work 4 2.7 50 26. 3 27 7.9 11 13.1
School 146 97.3 138 72.6 305 89.7 73 86.9
Total 150 100.0 150 100.0 340 100.0 84 100.0

Sources:Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Census, 1880-81, Sample;
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Census, Helyoke, 1880, Sample.

Missing cases: American: 11; F-C: 19; Irish: 24; Other: 3.
information concerning situation of children not available.

The Irish had more children at home than the French-Canadians while

“the Americans did not have any. French-Canadians had the largest

‘percentage of their children at work, 26 percent; over half of all
-

+
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working children, 54 percent, were French-Canadian. Although the
Irish had less than 10 percent of children at work, these comprised.zg
percent of the working children. 1In comparisonfto the foreign-born

-

groups, the Americans had an extremely high rate of sending their
children to school and a ﬁgylpercentage of work;ng éhildren, 15 years
old and under. p | ?/

The choice of school or work %y ethnic'groﬁp reveals the

Americans had the highest percentage of all children at school and the

French-Canadians had the lowest.

—
-

TABLE 5.2 CHOICE OF SCHOOL OR WORK BY BIRTHPLACE OF HOUSEHOLD HEAD

All at School School & Work All at Work Total

N % N % N % N %
Origin of Head :
United States 83 95.4 2 2.3 2 2.3 87 100
Canada 48 55.8 34 39.5 4 4.7 ‘86 100
Ireland 115 77.2 24 16.1 7 10 6.7 149 100
Other 34 77.3 8 18.2 2 2.3 44 100
Total 280 70.9 68 17.2 47 11.9 .366 100

Sources:Holyoke School Cenéus, Manuscript Census,.lBSO—Bi, Samplé;
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holynke, 1880, Sample.
French-Canadians had the highesp}percentage, 44, of families_with at .
least 1 child at work followed by the Irish with 23 percent and the
American at 5 percent. There is little variatibn between the percent-
ages in the all at work category. This is another indicatibn that the
French-Canadian stereotype of preferring work to school for théir
children is exaggerated. |

The choice of schooi.by each'ethnié group reveals that while 23
percent of the French-Canadians who sent their children to school
chosé the French.parish school, more than half of the Irish sent their
children to their'parochial school, St. Je;omé's.
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TABLE 5.3 CHOICE QF éCHOOL BY BIRTHPLACE OF FATHER :

Amerlcan 'Canadlan‘l “Ireland =~ - Other

oot N N . N % . N* . % - . "N~ %
School: - S . T e e
French : 1 - 0.7 31 22.5 0 - 0.0 -0 - 0.
Irish . 10 __6.8 22 15.9 174 57.0 - 4 5.
public - - - '135 _92.5 85 61.6 131 _43.0- . 69" -94.

’ 146° 100.0 13 100.0. 305 100.0 73 100.0

’ Tota&

Manuscrlpt Returns, 1880 81 Sample}
Holyoke, 1880 Sample"

Sources Holyoke School Census,
U.s. Bureau of the ‘Census, Manuscrlpt Returns,

Almost all chlldren of American heads, 93 percent and of nOn—Ffénch

- and of non- Irlsh 1mm1grants, 95 percent attended the publlc schools.'

The Irlsh by contrast had a lower percentage of. chlldren attendlng

-

:'publlc school,than'the.French-Canedlans. S . ' =~
TABLE 5.4 EDUCATION CHOICES BY BIRTHPLACE OF HOUSEHOLD HEA.D
Famllles w1th American Heads .~" L
. N i . % . L "‘ ... ) .

Students _ R T -

All in publlc school 77 90.6

Public & other . Ny - 1 1.2

All in other school I A 8.2

Total L' ' B85 " .100.0

?smilies with‘Ffench—canadian;Headsf;
. N ‘ -_% :

_All in French schobl. 17 - 20.7

French & other 8 9.8

All in other school 57 ° . 69.5

Total 82.. 100.0

‘Famiiies with Irish Heads
N T % .

~All in Irish school 65 46.8
. Irish & ether . 21 15.1

All in other . 53 38.1

Total ' 139 100.0

Sources:Holyoke School Census, Manuscrlpt Census, 1880 Bi 'Sample4'
U.s. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880 ‘Sample.

.While one-third of the French-Canadian families sent atfleast”one o
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.ﬁof thELI chlldren to the French school almost two-thirds of the Irish
famllles had one or more children ln thelr parlsh school.‘ The
majorlty of famllles with Amerlcah heads had thelr chlldren enrolled
-1n the publlc schools.: Those whorsent students to other schools were
of either French or Irish decent Overall ‘the French Canadlans had a
loWer percentage of chlldren attendlhg thelr ethnlc school than the
l'Irlsh thelrs or Amerlcans attendlng publlc schools | | .;

A breekdown of Holyoke s schools accordlng to the blrthplaoe of
tthe students fathers reveals thelr ethnlc ldentlty The French B |

school had the strongest ethnic ldentlty Nearly all famlly headS'l‘

who sent thelr chlldren to the French school ‘were Canadlan*born

TABLELSQS SCHOQOL ATTENDED ACCORDING TO BIRTHPLRCE QF ~ FATHER

u. S. CANADA S - TRELEND - THER -1~ TOTAL

N % N % \\yi % N, % N %
French 1 3.1 31 96.9 0 0.0 o 0.0 32100 °
Parochial 10 4.8 022 '10.5 . 174 82.9 4 .1.8. 210 100 -
Park 18 20.0 21 23.3 .32 35.6 19 21.1- 90 100, -
appleton 72 60.0 g 7.5 21 17.5 18 15.0 .-120- ‘100.-
Sargeant 6 9.2 17 26.2 27+ .41.5 . 15 -23.1 .65 .100"
Lyman 6 13.0 12 26.1 15 32.6 13 26.5 . 46 "100
Chestnut 6 12.2 26 53.1 . 17 34.7 0 0_0,

49 100

Sources: Holyoke School Census, Ma uscript Returns 1880 81 Sample, R

uU. S Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880 Sample

The Irlsh identity of the Parochlal schaol was almost as - well—
deflned over four out of every flve students had Irlsh born fathers
1The Appleton St. school, located in ward 51x where the largest
proportion of the residents were Amerlcan born (see Table l 9), hed )
the most students w1th Amerlcan born fathers whlle Park and Lyman St.
schools had a fair representatlon of the three natlonalities Half of'V

the‘students in the Chestnut St.-school located onhe- blotk away from

nr T e



the IElSh parochlal school,_yere French—Canadlan. Although a publlo -;i%f.A

...,

school, its: French Canadlan student body 1s probably one reasqn why

more French Canadlan_parents chose lt for thexr chlldren rather than

"
- - '.

nhe Irish school Gt T e
* A comparlson of the addresses of students w1th the locatlon of ff;;

the schools lndlcates the relatlve importance of dlstanoe as a factor s
1n the chorce of school by the dlfferent ethnlc groups jf:;aﬁ,ﬁf;gfixf

Call -

" TABLE 5.6f PROXIMITY oF STUDENTS TO SCHOOL* BY BIRTHPLACE OF FBTHER'~.

[
r_.._,...

Re51d1ng Insrde ) Resxdlng Outside LA S

‘Ward of, School . . Wward of School ":Q'Totsl.”fjj"

X % . . - N % . N g

American’ o .85 71.4 34 28.6 S 119 lOOgE,}f
Frepch-Canadian- .. .80 58.0. - . - 58 .42.0 0138 100 c oo
Irish g 197 68.9- . - .89 31.1 235 LR

Sources':, Holyoke\School Census, Manuscrlpt Returns 1880 Bl Sample*w”
*U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880, Sample
"* Only the schools with a significant number of students are e
included: Parochial, French, Park, Sargeant Lyman, Appleton and " '/h ‘
Chestnut St: schools. o " . * ‘ _ . . ;.““g

Approxlmately the same proportlons of chlldren from Amerlcan and IrlSh
families, 70. percent attended a school: from w1th1n thelr ward of

. - . .
residence. The French Canadlans had a lower proportlonr 58 percent

& of students attendlng schools w1thrn thelr ward of re51dence “TheY;‘--;'

were,mbre _}j@iry to send thelr chlldren to schools outside of theLr

—te s

ward of residence. For this ethnlc group, the ease of sendlng -
chlldren to a nearby school was less of ‘a consrderatlon in &ig,';
elve

'selectlon of the type-of educatlon thelr chlldren would rec

r

In general there is a striking dlfference between the French

school and the other publlc and parochral schools in the clty ln *he
proportion of students comlng_from outside the werd where.the-schqol\_

P . ' . . K . : . . .
P . P -
* . . - P - - ~ : . .
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.was 1ocated.:*5argeant ahd Lyman were prlmary schools and a high .“..‘\'
.ﬁnpercentage of their studenﬁbodmes came from wrthln thelr respective

ﬁ)ﬁareas, Ihese were younger chlldren and the dlstance they traveled tq

'jj;school may have-been a factpr rn decisron-maklng. Chestnut and f:f
-tj?iAppleton mncluded both grammar and prxmary grades and had more -
?5;ﬁlstudents from other wards although agaln.ithe majorlty came from
:fflnside the wards where the school was located.. Park St school whlch
-ﬁ;falso lncluded all grade levels below hlgh school had 5? percent of rts
'fifﬁ:studentbody come from outglﬂe wards, the nelghhorihg wards one and
":?jthree. The hlgher percentage of outsrde students may‘be due to the

';.fact that the Park St school was the only hulldlng in wards one’

~:through three to 1nclude grade levels hlgher than prlmary- Another

".f'conslderatlon rs the perlodlc opening and closlng of classrooms in.

-}dlfferent publlc school bulldlngs In the two parochlal schools onlya
'",one fourth of St. Jbrome & students came from out51de wards 1n
wAcontrast to two thlIdS of the French school student bod#a The French-:
Canadlan school drew students ‘from a larger area than the other'
schools ‘This lS conertent w1th famllles who Sent thElI chlldren to
1Ithe French. school being motiVated in ‘some capac1ty, by survrvance .
"They wanted thelr chlldren to recelve a parochlal educatlon ln French'
even. though it Theant they would travel farther to school perhaps eVen,'
'by pdssrng other schools on their walk to. Precrous Blood School
In addltlon to prox1m1ty of school to home there was, also o
'fTVarlatLOn from ethnlc group to ethnlc group in the way in whlch the
iage of the ChlId flgured as a consrderatlon in the choroe of school or

7:work The French Canadlans had a lower percentage of chlldren at the-

lage cf thlrteen and older in, school than elther the Irlsh or Amerlcans;
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TABﬁE'S.?‘ AGES".OF CHIEDREQ 10-is AT WORK AND AT SCHQOL BY T L

. BIRTHPLACE OF £ THER - . ‘ Lot
" Chrldren at School SN S ;
- Amerlcan . O F-C. " v . Ixish: - Other T T
’ N ) . % ’ li‘ - .'.N- . %\ 8 “.. ) ‘- N. a ’ ’-% . ;N . %\ _"'-7 ’ - ‘\_ .,'
10 . 247 26.1 { o180 31.0° 35" 18.1 ... 8 15;3'
©11 - .. 21 .22.8 © {0 -17.2- 36, -19v7 . 8 24,20 7 1
12 - 140 15.2 w14 2421 0 7437 23.5 B8 24.2- ¢
Sy 0 .. 19 04 2007 9. 15.& . -.-31 " 16,9 .. .8 _'24.2"
w14 - 0 B. 8.7 o0 LA 6.9 * -28 15.3 . 2 -6.1.-
~15 .6 - 6.5 /- 7 3. _3.2° 10.. _..5.5 . 2. 6.1
Total 92 '100.¢ %8 7100.0 183 ;100.0 - 33 ;. 100.0
.Chleren at Wark ~¢/_' o AT - ' )
R N NS NO% NOOA
N . . . L . - . - g . . )
107 0 . 030 C1 o, 2:0 Y 3T S0 0 0.0
w11 -0, 0.0 4- 8.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
12 - ¢ 0.0 4 .- 8,0 L 3.7 S0 0.0
13 1 . 25.Q -I0  20.0 - 3 1i.1 1 9.1
14 0 . 0.0 14 .. 28.0. .7 .°25.9 3. 27.3¢
15 3 _75.0 - 17 _34.0 - 15 _55.6 . 7 _63.6
Total -4 -100.0 50 100.0: 27 100.0 11 100.0°

jo)
(4

.SourcekHoIYOke School‘éensus,'Manuscrlpt Returns, 1880-81, Sample.

' \

\withln each ethnlc groop the percentaqes of chlldren at. work rosefln

: relatlon to age-. Few hmerlcan chlldren worked and the majorlty who

were: employed were flfteen years old ‘Fewer Irlsh children worked a@f“\

.earlier ages than ‘the French Canadlans,rand the ma]orlty of employed f \L\_
Irlshﬁchlldren were also flfteen years old Only'onejthlrd‘of |
employed French Canadlan chlldren were age flfteen : Fredch;Canadiaﬁ

| chlldren began to work at an earller age than the Irlsh or Amerlcan

_ chlldren- ’

Family srze, as shown 1n the preceedrng chapter, was a contrl—'
butlng factor to the practlce of Chlld labor-a of the three ethnic
groups, the French Canadrans had the hlghest average number of :
children Wlth 5.2 chlldren per household followed by the Irish with

4.4 and the Americans Wlth.Z.B; Amerlcan famllles had the smallest

. L B
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"} number qf offsprlng wlhh 70 percent of thear-households containing l \g

‘f:to 3 dhlldren f__ T SRR Loty o }...i. L Vo

. T . - ._ - - ~
' - f i

- TABLE &la: NUMBER or CHILﬁREN PER HOUSEHOLD BY BIRTHPLACE OF- HEAD

. . U. S. ’ Canada . - -Ireland’ '.°-
A °N 1% ] ’-“N ; 1\‘% TN %
._N-of children " .- - I e \
o 1=3 o700 7104 24 27.3 . 48 30.4
. 4~ - o 27 27.6 - 37 42.0 85 53.8
7-9 ) ' 1 1.0 0 24- -27.3 - 24 - 15.2 ¢
10-12 S 0.0 " _3. 3.4 1 - .6
S Tetal - - . .- . 98 100.0 :aa‘ 100 o 158 -100.0.

-
i

. Source U.5s. Bureau of the Census, Manuscrlpt Returns, Holycke,
1380 Sample. , . : _ .

*Half of the Irlsh famllres had 4 to 6 chlldren and tﬁe French—

Canadians had a higher percentage of large famlllQS‘WLth 7 to 12

chlldren
' The same’ trend in.the. total number of chlldren per famlly by
" ethnic group is Levealed in the analySLS of the number of chlldren,'

five to_flfteen per famlly

. CABLE 5.9 NUMBER OF CHILDREN 5-15 PER HOUSEHOLD BY BIRTHPLACE OF HEAD

U.s. . Cangﬁa ' Ireland

N % N . % - N . %
N of children i : C ' o : ’ L :
' 1 47 - 54.0 28 32.6 52 34.9 -

2 30 34.5 32 7.2 34 22.8

3 ~ 7 8.1 14 . 16.3 ' 48 32.2

4 3 3.5 7 g.1 . 10 6.7

5- 0 0.0 4 4.7 3 2.0

6 0 Q.0 1.7 1.2 2 1.3

Total 87 100.0Q . 86 100.0 - 149 lQ0.0

-Source:U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuécript Returns, Holyoke,
1880, Sample.. : : :

The Americah families had fewer children between the ages of five and

fifteen. French-Canadian families had the highest percentage of‘4Wto

115



‘ -
.
\

. 6 children in thrs age range‘ and the-Irlsh perceptagES fell ln :

1 ﬂ - .
between the TWO " other ethnlc groups > . .'.T‘ -

by

~ N 0 -

l'-\‘

P Keeprng ‘in mlnd the lnformatlon on' the. number of chrldren per o

’ famlly, the number of chlldren, flve O flfteen, at school and at work

/}er famlly prOVldeS a further gllmpse rnto the oharacterlstlc cho;ces

f the three ethnlc groups

' TABLE 5,10‘ NUMBER OF CHILDREN AT: ‘SCHOOL PER HOUSEHOLD BY -
L BIRTHPLACE OF HEAD ' ‘

0.5, | g Caneda ‘Ireland‘c

S N % N § N. 3.
N of Students: o ‘ - o
' 0 . . .l 15.8 6 6.8 200 12.6
1 46 . 45.5 45 51.1. 45 - ..28.3
2 30 29.7- 26 29.5- 45 28.3
3 6 5.9 - 5 5.7 38 23.9
4 3 3.0 5 5.7 -9 5.7
5 - _0 0.0 1 1.1 2 1.3
'Total- 101 100.0 88 100.0 159" '100.0

Lo
A

. Sources Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns 1880 81, Sample;
U.S. Bureau of the census, Manuscrlpt Returns, Holyoke, 1880, Sample.

Desplte the dlfferences 1n famlly 51ze, over three guarters of the

1
-Ameracan and French Canadian famllles both had 1 to 2 chlldren in
school 76 and 81 percent respectlvely ‘A larger percentaq; of Irlsh

famllles had 3 students per household while the French—Canadlan and

' Irlsh ‘had comparable perCentages of 4 -and 5 students per famlly

] Overall the Irlsh tended ‘to have more children enrolled in school

thah, e;ther the French Canadlans or the Americans; lthough relatrve

to. the size of the famlly, the Amerlcans had the hlgher number of

' chlldren at school

ThlS trend reverses ‘in the analy51s of the number of children at
work per famlly More French Canadlan famllles olearly had 2 to 4

children at work per famlly than either the Irlsh or Amerlcan
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TABLE 5. 11  NUMBER. or cnrnDREN AI wonx pzn HOUSEHOLD BY ' SR

L BIRTHPLACE OF HEAD

B . - \
a B ',.

1

p . ’ T
\4| . . . 1

L ['f/‘, . AMERTCAN © FRENCH CANADIAN IRiSH e
P Lo ING R N %, B N A S
N of, chrldren N N Lo N e _ tr
at. work : ] . . .7 o o ‘- .
+0: .97 ! 96.0° - 50 . $6.8. 124 ' 78.0.
b1 a4 Talev, 2703007 0 Y330 208 0
2 0 0.0 9 16,2 - -2 1.3
3 Q- 0.0 ‘2 2.3 . .00 0.0 .
a0 0.0 5 _5.7. ,:+0 _.0.0
Total 101 100.0 - g8 100.0 ~ 159 100.0- -

10

5

_ Sources: Holyoke-school Census, Manuscript Returns, 1880-81, Samﬁle}. B
" U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript ReEurns Holyoke 1880, Sample '

In keeping with the results of the above tables, the Qmerlcan L

4

households had the fewest number of children at work four famllaes

each had only one child at work,
number-of children at work per family and the Irlsh household figures
Following residence, age and the number of children per family,

American, French-Canadian and Irish families affected'their‘

.educaticnal choices.

As it was shown in Chapter

_fall in between the two other ethnic groups.

it is interesting to compare how the socio-economic standing of

L,

and it will be recalled thren of

‘them were fifteen years old. The French-Canadians had the hlghest

)

unskilled workers were most exposed

to elements of poverty such as cvercrowded Housing, poor sanitary

conditions and higher mortality.

In Holyoke, American-born heads held

the majority of the white-collar and skilled occupations and were the

least represented in the lower ranked occupatrons (see Tables 1.8 and

1.9). The French- canadian and Irish heads had the same pe;centage of

unskilled workers although the French- Canadlans had a hlgﬁer

percentage of skilled ooeupatrons.

"
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Ana1y515 of the ch01ce of school or work by ocCupatLonal rank of ";J

:‘hcusehold head reveals some varlatlon, but less than one mlght expect.

4

N 'TABLE 5 12 OCCUPATIONAL RANK OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS BY SCHOOL OR WORK FOR :
o ot THEIR CHILDREN ‘ , .

) . Amerlcan Household’ Heads _ o
Whlte Collar . Skilled . Unskilled .

N % . N ¥ . N %

" ALl at School 20 90.9 31 100.0 29 93.6
school & Work. 2 9.1 0 0.0 "1 3.2
All at Work _0 0.0 0 0.0 1 3.2 .
Total ~ 22 100.0 31 100.0 31 100.90

| French-Canadian Household Heads .

White Collar - - Skilled Unskilled. :
N ) N % N %

All at School 2 50.0 15 65.2 27 51.9
Schoel & Work 1 250 7 30.4 25 48.1
All at Work 1 _25.0 1 4.4 0 0.0
Total : 4 100.90 23 100.0 - - 52 100.0

. . Irish Household Heads

1 white Collar Skilled Unskilled

‘ N % N % N kS

All at School 190 76.9 18 85.7 68 75.6
School & Work 3 23.1 2 8.5 14 15.6
All at Work 0 0.0 1 4.8 8 8.9
Total 13 100.0 21 100.0 80 100.0

Sources: Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns,1880-81, Sample;
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880, Sample.
6ver 90 percent of American heads in each occupational rank had all
their children at school. However, 10C percent of skiiled heads had
all children in school. The only American family who had all children
at work was an unskilled laborer. Skilled Irish and French-Canadian
heads also had higher percentages of all children at school.
Unskilled French-Canadian heads had thé.highest percentage cof children
at work and at school and the unskilled Irish had the highest

percentage of children all at work.
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varlatlon d
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R

ue to tth factor Ln the ChOLGes of the Frehch-Canadlans.,:f-::n

TABLE 5 13 OCCUPATIONAE RANK OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS BY CHOICE OF SCHOQL

-FOR: THEIR CHILDREN

]

- : Amerlcan Hbuse old Heads
Whlte -Collar - :

Unskilled -

over 90 percent of the white-collar and skilled
had all their children in the public schools.

percentage,
Irish head
parochial school and a higher percentage of

anocther sc

the spread is only 10-15 percent points.
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80, cof the unskilled heads did the same.

all their

By contrast,

A slightly lower

The white-c

s had a lower percentage of all children at the Irish

children at

no French-

| Skillgd | ‘
_ "N - .-’.3‘ N P N- %
All in Public. . -20° .'90.9 29 . 93.6 24 80.0
Public & Other . . -0 0.0 1. 3.2 1 3.3
all in Other 2 9.1 1 3.2 5 _16.7:
Total 22 100,0 31 100.0 . 30 -100.0"
French ~Canadian Household Heads
White-Collar Skilled Unskilled
N % N % N % .
‘ . oo ) - - / x
all in French 0 0.0 4 18%2 13 25.0 :
French & Other 0 0.0 2 9.1 6 11.5 '
All in Other 3 100.0 16 _72.7 33 _63.5
Total 3 100.0- 22 100.C 52 100.0
- Irish Household Heads'
White-Collar ~ skilled Unskilled
N § - N % N %
All in Irish 4 30.8 8 40.0 18 46.9
Irish & Other pA 15.4 5 25.0 10 12.4
All in Other i 53.9 1 35.0 33 40.7
Total 13 100.0 20 100.0 81 100.0
Sgurces: Holycke Schocl Census, Manuscript Returns,1880-81, Sample;

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880, sample,

Aamerican heads both

ollar

hool than either the skilled or unskilled heads; but again



l‘Canadlan thte collar héad had - any of:their childrehfattéhdffhe Fféﬁcﬁjﬁ'
ft‘schoql while one-fourth of the unskllled heads had all thelr chlldrenile.'
‘attendlng the .French parlsh school here is an 1nd1catlon among- bothi'
_ ¢he Irish -and French- -Canadian households that the hlgher the occupa-ir'\
htional level of the head, the less llkely they were to send all thelr
children to their respective ethnic parochlal schools, althoughrthe
indications are stronger in the statistics for the-French—Canadiané}
The lack of a stronger associotion.between socio-economic lé?El.ﬁ
of household head and the choice aof school or work is due in péEF-éo _
the extra income older children may have contributed to the family: |

income.

TABLE 5.14 SUPPLEMENTAL INCOME FROM STBLINGS

American F-C " Irish

Households N % N % N %
No older children 73 73.0 30 34.1 69 43 .4 \\H_
with older children: . ' .

occupation li%ted 22 22.0 56 63.6 88 55.4

at home only 3 3.0 1 1.1 1 .6

at school only 2 2.0 1 1.1 1 .6
Total : 100 100.0 88 100.0 159 100.0

Sources: Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns,1880-81, Sample;

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880, Sample.
Nearly two-thirds of the French-Canadian families and over one-half of
the Irish families with children betweén five and fifteen also had
older children with occupations who could supplement the household
income. By contrast, barely one-fourth of the American families had
older children, and less of these aided the family financially. To be
sure, there was less need for them to do so. According to the occupa;
tional tables -of heads, the American-born had better jobs than the
foreign-born. In these families, the need for extra income would not

A
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‘have been as great as 1n the Erench Canadlan~or Irlsh households.g- :

- These flndlngs are supported bx the results of the number of -

b
L -

. chlldren with an occupatlonal tltle per famlly. The Amerlcans had the

s,

-fhlghest percentage of no older worklng chlldren, the Irlsh had the_
hlghest percentage of L to 4 worklng chlldren and the French Canadlans
l.'had the hlghest ln the 5 to 7 category

TABLE 5.15 NUMBER.OF-CHILDREN‘WITH OCCUPATIONAL'TITLE PER FAMILY

. 0 - s 1-2 - 3-4 - 5-6 1
o N % C N % N - % ' N % N %
Head .. . ‘ C .
American 72 36.9° 24 "20.3 .« 2 3.9 0 0.0 0 0.0
' . 31 15.9° 23 19.5 20 38.5 11 -50.0 3 100.0
Irish 66 33.9 58 .49.2 27- 51.9. =~ 7 31.8 o 0.0
other. 26 13.3 - 13 _11.0 3 _s5.8 4 .18.2 0 0.0
0 118 100.0 52 100.0 22 100.0 3 10

' rotal‘ 195 lOO,

. O
o

" gSource:U.8. Bureau of the Census, Mahuscript_Returns, Holyoke,
1880, Sample. . .

N

The same situaticn in Loweil'existed in Holyoke, as Eariy alsc found
that the French—canadian and Irish'fathers accepted wages -of their
of fspring more often than- Amerigan and English fathers.l

In Lowell, since the children‘s income was crucial to family
survival, their chiidren entered the workforce at an early age. In
Lowell 1870, the French-Canadian families, most children age 11 and
over, were working and not attendlng school. In Holyocke, a decade
later, the French-Canadians had- the lowest average of children
attending school and the highest percentage of offsoring at work than
any other nationality. The Frehch—Canadian children also began to
work at an earlier age than the other ethnic gtoups American-born
parents had a significantly higher percentage of chlﬂdren in school

than the offspring of the foreign-born parents.
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In Holyoke, the need for the financial contribution;frsm all
possibie family members caused some families to try to evade the law
‘concerning education for minors; The local newspaper realized the
panic this law caused among the immigrants although tﬁe lack of
education for the children was deplored.

There is probably no law that causes more futile and
-‘unreasoning protest among the class it affects, than the law

which debars children under 14 from working in manufacturing
and their establishments unless they have had twenty weeks of
previous schooling within the year. There is not a day but
parents visit the Superintendent's office, and try to be let
off, pleading to have it 'fixed'’ somehow so that their
children can go to work and loth to believe that there is no
way of evading the law. Sometimes they offer money,
thinking they may buy the priviledge. ﬁany of them are
poor, and no doubt really feel that they cannot afford to
dispense with the children's labor, but{ the numbers of such
applicants show that the children would! have very little
chance to obtain any education if it wa? not for his
provision. P

Under the new school law the line will bé drawn
still more closely, no child under ocourteen being permitted
to work in any such establishment £f he' or she is unable to
read or write. By such firm laws/the Spate intengs to
secure to poor children their e cationPl rights.

Although, in the 1879-B0 report ©f the Holydke School Committee, the
Truant Officer stated that he /found very fey instances of establish~u

ments employing children who/had not met ail the schooling or age
' / - .

requirements.

According to the sampl% from the gégool census, over one-fifth of
the children-eligiblé to wokk did fiqéfemplofment. The sole ﬁhild to
report working and attendindischool ét the same time was a fifteen-
year-old boy, American-born A{ an ;&ish-born father. The bof wofked
for Davis{ Livery. The childr;;fworked in retéil stores or in the

. various mills including the paper, cotton, woolen, silk, thread, screw

and alpaca manufacturing establishments.
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More French-Canadian children, five to fifteen, were employed

than either the Irish or Amerigén:children.

TABLE 5.16 CHiLDREN 10-15- AT WORK* BY BIRTHPLACE OF FATHER

N : %
United States 4 4.4
Canada . 50 54.9
Ireland 28 30.8
Other 9 9.9
Total 91 100.0

Sources: Holyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns,1880-81, Sample;
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880, Sample.

* Does not include children who listed minding house as place of
employment. ’ .

Missing cases: 2. Information on child's origin not available.
Few American children reported a place of employment. American house-
hold heads did have the highest economic level of the three groups and
perhaps were not in need of supplementary income from their children,
cr, perhaps they highly valued education. overall, the French-
canadian and Irish househcld heads had relatively the same economic
standing, the French-Canadian did have more skilled heads but they

also had larger families. DMore french-Canadian families had children

at school age contributing to the family income.

TABLE 5.17 EMPLOYED CHILDREN BY AGE AND SEX

MALE FEMALE ' : TOTAL
. N % N % N %
Age . ,
10 2 3.4 0 0.0 2 2.2
11 4 6.9 - Q 0.C 4 4.3
12 3 5.2 2 5.7 5 9.4
13 9 15.5 6 1.1 15 16.1
14 16 27.6 - 8 22.9 24 25.8
15 24 41.4 19 54.3 43 46.2
Total 58 100.0 35 100.0 93 100.0

Sources: Heolyoke School Census, Manuscript Returns,1880-81, Sample;
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880, Sample.
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census, 61 percent were male an_y 9 percent were female,,'Their ages ;f'

- - - g.. . s .

ranged from ten to flfteen - Boys began to work at an earller age .

AT

than glrls ‘ OVer half of the girls who dld work were flfteen years P

-

1old. Boys under fourteen were more llkely to ‘be- sent.to wqu than J

, glrls . ‘ - . | - B .;':._ ; , --"; ,.i'f'"

Ehe remalnlng factor'4;>%@ evaluated ln the educatlonal ch01ces

of the ethnlc groups is that of acculturatlon

_TABLE-S.lS GENERATION BY CHILDREN ALL AT - SCHOOL, SOME AT SCHOOL AND
S WORK AND ALL' AT WORK BY BIRTHPLACE OF HOUSEHOLD HEAD

)Famllles thh Amerlcan Heads o A -
: Blrthplace of Chlldren ‘
All in U.S. U.S. & Other AIl in Other

N % . . .N % IR N %
ALl at School - 77 93.9. 3 .100.0 -1 100.0°
School & Work 3 3.7 0o 0.0 S0 - 0.0
All at wOrk 2 2.4 Q 0.0 Co- G0
Total 52, 100.0 3 100, 1 o

O
o

! 1

Families with French Canadlan Heads e
: - Blrthplace of Chlldrenu e

All in Canada canada &-U.S. -All in U.S. ’

N % N & LN %
All at School 11 37.9 22 9.5 s 750
School & Work 16. 55.2 13 -35.1 "5 25.0
"All at Work 2 6.9 _2 5.4 .0 . 0.0
Total ' 20, 10010

()
(Ve
H
o
o
o)

W
~
—
o
o
>
o)
o
o

.Famllles w1th Irlsh Heads o L e
" Birthplace of -Children:

All in Ireland.  Ireland & U.S. ALl din U.S.
N g - N % N %
All at School 2. 50.0 21 77.8 . . .7 93 . 7B.2
. School & Work 0 0.0 6 22.2 _ 18 ..15.3
All.at Work 2 50:i0 ‘0. Lee T T8 6.7
Total :4h 10 27 100.0 119. 100 100.0

o
(]

Sources Holyoke School Census, Manuscrlpt Returns 1880 81 Sample,
U.s. Bureau of the Census, Manuscrrpt Returns, Holyoke, 1880 Sample

, )
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: T'zborn.ln the Unlted States compared.to 18 percent\of the Irish and 82

BN BT

.“‘

Of the ethnrc groups, the FrenchrCanadlanS'were the 1atest arrivals in .

' Holyoke, 26 percent of the French-canadlan households had children all

I’

: ‘Vpercent of the Amerlcan.. The effect-of acculturatlon on the cholce’ ;

“_sto have all chlldren at school some at school and at work and all at :
'-work lS clear In the patterns found wrthln each ethnlc group.“ Qf the

‘famllies w1th Amerlcan-born heads, 91 percent of Wthh had chrldren

._._\ R

fall born in. the Unlted States,'almost evary family had all chrldren at I

'_school The Irlsh, in whlch 79 percent of the househclds had all
‘fichlldren bdrn in the Unlted States, the longer a famlly had been ln
the country, the hlgher the percentage of sendlng all their chlldren
to school The same goes for the French Canadlans, and in additlon,“;_
-as the acculturatlon time rose, the percentages of chlldren all at
work decllned : _ 7

| "In the analysms of acculturatlon accordlng to the chorce of
.school per ethnlc group, the results are ‘not as’ clear- cut as the
_‘preceed;ng analysms As Table 5 19 on page 126 shows the data on the.
French- Canadlans is the best indication of ‘exposure to the "American
;culture as a factor in chorces of school No French -Canadian family
w1th all chlldren born in: the Unlted States had all their chlldren in-
the French school compared to one thlrd of the famllles who had spent
the least amount of time in the new country. The informatlon on the
Irish householdsﬁreveals that while acculturetlon was a'factor in the
choice of parish”or public school, it was not as definitive a factor

as it was to the French-Canadians.
_ , A :
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Familiesfwi;h Irish-Heads

ta * . . - " -

. mABLE 5.19 GENERATION BY. CHOICE OF. SCHOOL ACCORDING TO BIRTHPL&CE
L OF HOUSEHOLD  HEAD ,ﬂ_f i L. ‘fn

Families withfﬁmerlcan Heads : . g
) ? Blrthplace of - Chlldren

»

- . » - . N %“ ' : ‘ N '-- _.-z%": v '.N ' ,_%- : ..
All 1n'bublic school 75 - 91.5 1 - 5050 . il 1po3ﬁ'.
Public & other : 1 1.2 0 . 0.0 S R
All in other .school, v .6 . 7.3 1 0.0 . Q ‘0.0 :
Total . ‘ 82 100.0 2 '100.0 - 'il 1100.0.¢

Familles w‘th French- Canad;an heads el
: - ’ Blrthplace of Cn;ldren

All in U.S. Canada & U.S. All tn. Canada
N L% N % : N . %
-all in French school 0 0.0 10 .-29.4 7 25 9 ’
“French & other ' 3 14.3 3 - 8.8 2.0 T4
- All in. other school - 18 §5.7 21 _6l1.8 18 . _66.7;
Total- » , 21 100.¢C .27 100.0 34 100.0 -

Blrthplace of Chlldren

M ]

Sources:Holyoke Schocl Census, Manuscript Census, 1880-81,5ample;

U,S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Returns, Holyoke, 1880, Sample.

-

Throuéhout the analyéis‘of the'differences and similarities
between the Amerlcan French -Canadian and Irish ethnlmsgroups, a
pattern has emerged in which households with Amerlcan born heads were

more. llkely to be in a hlgher socio-economic. level have a smaller

mumber of children, with more chlldren-at schocl and less at work than

. -, households wifh foreign-born heads.

Between the_immigrant groups, there are indications that the
Irish were in a slightly better situation than .the French-Canadians.

French-Canadians-hadﬂa higher number of'children per family, more

126
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-

- afl in U.S. S U.S. & ottier .. Ail'ln Other SoneT

2ll in U.S. Ireland & U.S.. All in Ireland o
N % N % ‘N 3 :
All 'in Irish school = 45 ° 41.3 19 £7.9 1 50.0
Irish & other = = 18 16.5 2 7.1 1 50.0
all in other school ~ 46 42.2 ' 7 25.0 0 0.0
© Total, Lo o+ . 109 100.0 - 28 100.0 2 100.0
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chaldren at work and less at schodl ‘Their"socioJeconomic levels were

approxlmately the same as the-Irlsh although the French Canadlans had

more older workrng chleren;, Eamrlles cf forelgn born heads needed -

1

supplementary 1ncome from thElr chrldren‘more thar famllles of nativye-

.)__ -
ok

-

dLr born heads.: Among the chlldren, ten .to flfteen years old who worked

" f

[;gf parb of the academlc year, rhe.ma]ormty were French Canadlan._ Thls
T;j ethnic gro&p also sent thelr chlldren to work at an earlier age than

ither the Irish or the Amerlcen,_

> v

'”{ In terms of residence, chlldren from French Canadlan famllles

were more llkely to travel to attend a school of thelr ch01ce outsrde

\

thelr ward than the other'groups, especlally those who went to the

-
-

French school

The educatlonal cholCes of the ethnlc groups reveal that‘4

~

surv1vance was a motlvatlon for the French Cahadlans arid the Irish in
thelr cho;ce of ethnlc narOChlal schools - However, the reason for
5endrng the French Canadlan and Irlsh chlldren to the ethnic schools '

may have been dlfferent 1 The French Canadlans were trylng 1o save'

‘

jn thelr language as well as thelr rellglon,.unllke ‘the Irlsh whcse

.o school was conducted ln Engllsh OveralL survrvance emerged as a

factor in educatlonal choices even at thrs time. when the economic and;

livrng condltlons for the famllles of fOIElgn born heads were’ poor

..:' -___\-._l . - -' i 7-"“. .127
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) " CONCLUSION

One hundred years later: one cannot know the prec15e personal V.

[

frmotives of. the French- Canadlans behlnd thelr dec151ons to send their,

chlldren to work to school or to have them remaln at home in 1880

i

Holyoke One can, however, study the chorces made along w1th the

surroundlng c1rcumstanCes and the characterlstlcs of the French-

-

Canadlans in ordér to obtaln lndlcatlons of the reasons for thelr

actlons p

‘In. 1880 Holyoke; there were French Canadlan famrlles who sent

- ﬁthelr chlldren to the French parochlal school These people acted

con51stantly with the .traditional- lnterpretatlon of the 1mportance of

: ,French Canadlan parochlal education €0 survrvanCe Seventy three

|
.percent of all French Canadlan chlldren, five teo fifteen, attended

'school Thlrty percent of the French Canadlan families who enrolled
'chlldren in school sent one or more of their chlldren to the Frénch -

school. One quarter of the heads cf these famllles held skilled

occupations; three fourths had unskilied posrtlons " No white- collar‘

families'had'children in this school.’ Famllles wrth students in the
French school also had a higher percentage of older sibiings with
occupatlons than the general FrencheCanadian community. These‘are
indicatlions that. they could afford to send their children to the
'dparlsh school and forfelt the opportunlty to have the students work
part of the academrc year. The actlon of these families also reveals
that rather than recelve extra income from the children ten years old
and up, they would rather the youths remain in school and receive
lnstructlon in religion and French as well as the standard subjects.

The ma]orlty of the French- Canadlan famllles who sent th81f
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with chlldren of other cultures and religlons

‘l J -' - b & »

St o | R S ..

I]_ children Fo the Irlsh parochral or publlc schools or to work support

'the revrsionrst.theory that French Canadlan values were transformed

g * 7.

. upon 1mm1gration to New England Whether these French Canadlan '
:'children dld not attend the parlsh school because of the spllt between
E fthe parlshloners d1Ssatlsfactlon w1th the pastor, the. accredltatlon

_lssue or for economlc reasons, the act;ons of these famllles does' not

‘

3 lndlcate support ‘for educatlon as a 'means of surv1vance. Those who

sent therr chlldren to the Irlsh parochlad school ChOSE’tO have thelr

"chlldren deal w1th ethnlc tensron‘between the Irrsh and the French-f

.Canadlans as well as forfelt lnstructlon in French . Those who

+

selected the publlc school placed thelr chlldren in. constant cortact’

!

[

As a communlty, the majorltyuof French Canadlans chose-the publ;c-

educatlonal system flrst followed by the French school and lastly,

the Irlsh parochlal Because of the llmlted space ln the parochlal
'-‘schools, 1t is dlfflcult to draw any closer conclusrons concernlng

“thlS chorce _ French Canadlan famllles who sent thelr chlldren to

_French school acted in support of surv1vance those whe sent thelr

'.chlldren to publlc school plaCed their chlldren ln a srtuatlon Whlch

/75 detrlmental to urvrvagcc according te its tradltlonal definition.

As an ethnlc grodp, in comparlson “to. the i lSh and Amerlcan

' communlties the French Canadlans had a slgnlfmcantly larger

'percentage of thelr chlldren at work. Famllles w1th American- born

heads were generally in h gher economic levels than the famllles ot
‘foreign born heads. Amerlcans also were able to escape the worst of
the living condltlons and overcrowded housrng srtuatlons . The Frehch-
Canadlans and the Irlsh fared approx1mately the .same in these aspects

130



T
H
a . r

although there are lndlcatlons that the French Canadians were more.

h

llkely to expecrence the worst 11v1ng condltlons.

' French Canadlans generally had larger families and more of their

\

chlldren ‘at’. work than the Irlsh or Americans. Accordlng to Early, the

‘.larger the famlly, the more lncome was needed to survrve, although the
,more people working, the more comfortable were the livindg condltlons-«.

that the famlly would experlence. Early s definition of culture as an

“adaptlve tool" is seen through the way in which the French-Canadian

1

lmmlgrants in 1880 Holyoke resolved their concern of economlc

survival -- family economy -~ and education for thelr yound*r chlldren

while adapting to a new environment.

In HolYoke; Massachusetts, 1880, the choices of'French~Canadian'
families conCerhing education.as a tool of survivance do.not_indicate
that gurvrvance was as strong a motlve within the community as -
traditional hlstOrians describe. Rather, wlthln‘the choices, there.is
fhore evidence to suppoert the revisionist-scholatrs who claim that

traditional values altered in the new environment. The educaticnal

‘sample results support especially Haebler's interpretation that rapid

acculturationltook place within the H&&yoke French-Canadian community.
The acculturation analyslis of generation and choice of school reveal
the longer a French-Canadian family had resided in the United States,
the less likely they would be to have any children in the French

p\rochial school. Clearly the majority of the French-Canadians did

‘not value educatlon for survivance above all else, whether it was for

ecoqgﬁlc reasons, Social purposes Or differences in opinion with the

parish priest and his supporters.

one must keep in mind that this study covers one point 1n time
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.only,.the year of 1880 durrng the perlod in wh' French-

' canadian communlty was Stlll ‘in’ the proce of growrng. These

conclusions can be made. only in refere ce to thls year and to thlS
formatrve stage of the development of the local ‘French- Canadlan
communlty,. There are indications in the 1ncreasrng enrollment flgures:
of,Preoious Blood School and in the openrng oi two new. French-Canadian
parechial schools in 1891 and 1907 that in later years, there was
muoh'more support of the French Canadlan schools. Ho@ever the
:motivation behind thlS growth may not have been the same because the .
educatlon offered by these parochlal 1nst1tutlong had chanqed from the
type of 1nstructlon offered in 1880 In 1880 Holyoke whlle séme
French Canadians made decisions concernlng the education of their
_ohildren'which support snrvlvance through}education, the ma]orlty of
the families of this ethnic community did not act .through their

educational choices and decisiocns in a manner which supported

survivance above all else.

132



-

BIBLIOGRAPHY"

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS . S K

Unlted States Bureau of the Census, Manuscrlpt Returns, Holyoke
Massachusetts 1880

-------- . Tenth Census, 1880..

- . . , . [

Massachusetts Department of Labor and Industries. Slxth Annual Report
- of the Massachusetts Bureau of the Statistics of Labor, 1875;

Eleventh Annual Report, 1880; Twelfth Annual Report 1881;
Thirteenth’ Annual Report, 1882 '

| Holyoke,-Massachusetts. Annual Report of the School Commfttee.'1877-

1884.
-y, Mlnutes of the Meeting; of the Holyoke School Commlttee
1882.°
———————— . Holyoke City Directory. 1875-1883.
- --------. Helyocke 5chool Censusn-Mandscript Returns. 1879-188¢C;
1880-1881. )
ARCHIVES

"

. -~ 0

Archives des Soeurs de” la Charite. Saint- HyaCLnthe Quebec,
Un Siecle d' histoire; 126 Fleuron; :
‘Extraits des chroniques des Soeurs de la Charite. A letter from
the Grey Nuns to the Precvincial Motherhouse. '

" INTERVIEWS
Viau, Roger. Interview, ‘15 July 1985.

Savard; Pierre. Interview, July, 1985,
h

NEWSPAPERS

Holyoke Transcript. - March 1875- March 1876; April 1877- Feb 1878;

~April 1880- March 1881; April 1882- ™March 1883. Only copies made
available.

133



. BOOKS:

Benoit Josaphat L' Ame Franco- Americalne. n' p.: Editions Albert
Levesque, 1935, : ' :

DlCarlo 'Ella Merkel. Holyocke-Chicopee: A Perspective. Holyoke, MA.:
’ Transcrlpt Telegram, 19B2. '

Ducharme,'Jacques. The Delusson Family: A Novel. New York: Funk &
Wagnalls, 1939 : '

EnSLgn, ‘Forest Chester Compulsory School Attendance and Child Labor.
New York: Arno Press & The New York Tlmes, 1969.

Franco-American Centennial Commlttee The Franco-Americans Honor
Holyoke's Historic Hundredth Franco-American Centennial
. Committee, 1973

"Galarneau, Claude Les: colleges claSSLques au Canada franqals 1620-
1970 Montréal Fides, 1978.

Green, Constanee McLaughlin. Holyoke Massachusetts: A Case History of
" the Industrial Revolution in America. New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1939. '

-—=-----, American Cities: In the Growth of the Nation. London:
. Athelon Press, 1957; reprint ed., New York: Harper & Row, 1965.

Haﬁon; E. Les Canadiens-Francais de la Nouvelle-Angleterre. Québec:
N.S. Hardy, 1891.. =

Hareven Tamara. Famiiy Time and Industrial Time: The Relationship
Between the Family and Work in a New England Industrial
Community. London Cambridge University Press, 1982.

' Harper, Wyatt C. The Story of Holyoke. Holyoke, MA.: Centennial
Anniversary Committee, 1973.

Llnteau Paul André, Durocher, Rene, and Robert Jean Claude. Histoire
du Quebec contemporain De la Confederatlon a la crise: 1B67-

1929 Montréal: Boréal, 1979,

..

Magnuson, Roger A Brief Hlstory of Quebec Education. Montreal:
Harvest House, 1980

Oegood, G.C. Story of the=Holyoke Churches. Holyoke, MA.: Transcript
. Publishing Company, 1890,

Paroisse du Précieux-Sang. 75e Anniversaire de sa Fondation. Holyoke,
: MA.: La Justice, 1944.

Shea, Michael J., ed. A Century of Catholicism in Western
Maasachusetts. Springfield, MA.: The Mirror Press, 1931.

134



Underwood, Kenneth Wilson. Protestant and Catholic: Religious and

Social Interaction in an Industrial Community. Boston: Beacon
Press, 1957. .

h

Waring, George E., Jr. Report on the Social Statistics of Cities.
Vol. 1: The New England and the Middle States New York: Arnc
Press & The New York Tlmes, 1970 .

ARTICLES:

Anctil, Pierre. "'Chinese of the Fastern States',1881." Recherches
sociographiques 22 (1981}): 125-31. -

——--=------. "La Frango—Américanié ou le Québec d'en bas." Cahiers de
geographie du Québec 23 (avril 1979}): 39-52.

Bachand, Louis. "L' Ecole paroissiale France- Amerlcalne in La
Cr01sade Franco- Amerlcalne, pp. 198-201. Deux1eme congres de la-
langue frangaise. Manchester, New Hampshlre Les Comités
Régionaux des Etats-Unis et le Secrétariat Adjoint, 1938.

Bouvier, Léon-F. "La Stratlflcatlon sociale du groupe ethnique

Canadien- Francals aux Etats-Unis,." Recherches sociocgraphiques 5
(Septembre- -DéCembre 1964): 371-3Q9.

Courchesne, Gary L. '"The Growth of Public Education in Holyoke, 1850

to 1873." Historical Journal of Westeln Massachusetts 7 {(June
1879): 15-24. ,

Dubovik, Paul N. "Housing in Holycke and Its Effects on Family Life,

- 1860-1910."™ Historical Journal of Western Massachusetts 4 (Spring
1975): 40-50. .

Dupont, Jean-Claude. "Culture populaire de 1' emigrant quebe0015 1850~
1920." Vle francaise (1982): 47-60.

Early, Frances H. "The French-Canadian Family Economy and Standard-of-
Living in Lowell, Massachusetts,1870." Journal of Family History
7 (Summer 1982): 180-199.

--------- . "Mobility Potential and £hefduality of Life in Working-~
Ciass, Lowell, Massachusetts: The French Canadians ca.lB7C."
" Labour/le travailleur 2 (1977): 214-28.

- Faucher, Albert. "L' Emlgratlon des Canadiens Frangals au XIXe SLecle

Position du probleme et perspectives."” Recherches sociographiques
5 (Septembre- Decembre 1964): 277-317.

Faucher, Albert, and Maurice Lamontagne. "Hist01re de I'industrialisa-
tion.” In Le "retard" du Québec et l'infériorité économlque des

canadiens- francais, Pp. 25-47. eds.René Durocher and Paul-André
Linteau. Montreal: Boreéal, 1971.

135



‘Fortin, Gerald. "Socio Cultural Changes "in an Agricultural Parlsh." In -
French-Canadian'Society, pp. 86-106. Edited by Marrel Ribux and - -
Yves Martin. Montreal McClelland and Stweart,. 1964 :

Galarneau, Claude. "Les Quebecois et la culture savante " Vle L)
. francaise (1982) 38-46- , - . .
. _'-C_-— .

}ﬁéébler, Peter. “Educatbnal Patte ns of French- Canadlans in Holyoke .
. 1868 to 1910." Historical Journal of Western Massachusetts 16
(June, 1982) 17-29. : .

'_,__;-;-_ "Holyoke's 'French-Canadian Communlty in Turm01l The Role
of the Church in Assimilation, 1869-1887." Historical Journal of
Western Massachusetts 7 (January-l9?9); 55-21.

‘Hareven, Tamigu K. ”Famliy Time and Industrial Time: Family and Work
in a Pldnned Corporation Town, 1900-1924." Journal of Urban
lsterx 1 (May 1975) 365-389.

mmmqeo, Laﬂor History 16 (Spring-1975): 249-265.

Hershbearg, Theodore and Robert‘Dockhorn; "Occupational Classifica-
-~ tibn." Historjcal Methods Newslétter 9 (March-June 1976): 59-98. .

Laliberté, J.-Alfred. "L'Ecole par01551aie " In La Croisade Franco-
Américaine. Deuxieme congres de la langue frangalse pp. 254-9.
Manchester, New Hampshire: Les Comités Reglonaux des Etats-Unis

. et le Secrétariat Adjoint, 1938. :

Laveoie, Yolande. ''Les mouvements mlgratOLres des Canadlens entre leur
pays et les Etats-Unis au XIXe et au XX siecles: Etude : o
guantitative." In La Population du Québec, pp. 73-88.- Edited by
Hubert Charbonneau. Montreal: Bor€al, 1973. - :

Morgan, Myfanwy and Hilda Golden. "Immigrant Families in an Industrial
City: A Study of Households in Holyoke 1880." Journal of Family
History 4 (Spring 1979): 59-~68. ' :

Podea, Iris Saunders. '"Quebec to 'Little Canada': The Coming of
the French Canadians to New England in the Nineteenth Century."
The New England Quarterly 23 (Sept. 1950): 365-380.

Quintal, Claire. "An Unrecognized Minority: New England Franco- -

Americans." Contempory French Civilization 5 (Spring 1981):
381 387. ' : :

]

Roby,‘ ygs} "L'Evolution economlque du Quebec et 1'emigrant (1850-
- 9)." Vie frangaisn(1982) 8-19.

-~

. ) o ‘ .
Sorrell, Richard S. "The SURVIVANCE of French Canadians in New England

(1865-1930): history, geography and demography as destiny.'
Ethnic and Ra0131 Studies 4 (January 1981): 91-109.

136



- ."Franco- Amerlcans in New England » The Journal of Ethnic
./ studies 5 (Spring 1977) 90- 94. A :
_.__l__

'Therlault George F. "The France- Americans of New England." In ,
Canadian Dualism: ‘Studies of French- English Relations, pp. 392-

'411. Edited by Mason Wade Toronto University of Toronto Press,
1960. - _ .

Voisine, Nive. "Les. Valeurs rellgieuses -de l emlgrant quebec01s
(1850-1920).™ Vie francaise (lQBZY 21-37.

" Wade, Mason. "The French Parlsh and Survivance in Nlneteenth Century
: New, England.“ Cathollc Hlstcrlcal Review 36 (July 1950) -163-189.

'Woolfson Peter "Publlc .0r Parish: A Study of leferences in
,Acculturatlon of Franco-American Schoolchildren." 'In A F;anco—
American Overview, vol. ‘4. Edited by Madeleine Glguere

Cambridge, Massachusetts Disseminatioh and Assessment Center,
1981. : : '

UNEUBLISHED-THESES,'

"Guillet, Ernest Bernard. "French Ethnic Litterature and culture in an’
American city: Holyoke Massachusetts." Ph.D. dissertation,
Unlver31ty ‘of MasSechusetts; 1978.

Haebler, Peter "Habitants in Holyoke The Development of . the French
Canadian Community in a Massachusetts City,.1865-1910." Ph.D
dissertation, UnlverSLty cf New Hampshlre, 1976,

"Vicetro, Ralph D. "Immlgratlon of Frénch Canadians to New England
1840-1%00: A Geographical Analysis." Ph.D. dissertation,
University of Wisconsin, .1968. o

137 -





