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INTR. , ncnc:, 

Although m&n h@u shown an interest in personal• 

ity structure and development through th© aoess, it was 

not until the twenieth century that this study took on 

wider, aiere practical, mid, for the west part, csor® scien­

tific proportions. 

The realization that a better understandine of the 

sick or maladjusted taSnd ssade jaor© efficient therapy p@ss» 

ible, motivated workers in this &reta of personal sty nt%idy» 

The development of industry and of education drew attention 

to the n&»d of accurate description of the noraial personal­

ity in terms of cossaon fmvtor*® and individual differences* 

This study Bieant the development of personality 

theories. Their application ^avc rise to tests based on 

these descriptions. Today, as a result, it is possible 

for the research worker to choose amongst a variety of In­

strument® for assessing! persona? ity. 

Mot all such investigations in clinic, industry 

and school m&y he undertaken with «qual facility however. 

The study of Rotaan Catholic seminarians ft>r example, pre­

sents tmny problems, as ta evidenced In the relative pauc­

ity of scientific studies in this field. 

There has b®en much controversy over the vmry 

nature of religious vocation. Although the Poman Catholic 

Church hoo cieare*' cMs difficulty -t U-sst hi pa$*tg all© 

warns against abuse in the psychologic*,I cscsesosaent cf 
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yzdttj >^n who heI Ieve they hav«> v o c a t i o n , tsufc cccoMfa^ 

inve r t l o t i o n t h a t i s rr \«dint J» * r c u r v e d * 

The I itcjr'j. ,ur - r^ i -or t s a Vu,nl>jr * ** auch nii>4h •& t.Mct. 

a t t empt '..o «MtabIL»; m appj-^opr** *̂ a » *d acc-^p-«ahl« -seating 

program Tor cand ida t e s o r t o examine c e r t a i n p e r s o n a l i t y 

f a c t o r s in t he se youn$ *8*?n. 

The prison* wor» tntt od« t o i n v e s t i g a t e po*saitle 

value pat tern® anon^st a group of «aj©r s e m i n a r i a n s , A 

search fo*» r e l a t i o n s h i p Letween t h e s e p a t t e r n s , family con-

s t a l l a t i o n s and c e r t a i n environmental factor® w111 a l s o be 

a t t empted . 

In a f i r s t p a r t t h e o r e t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of r a l l g -

ious vocat ion wil l be d e a l t with and a review of the I it*****-

a t a r « of psycho log tea l t e s t i n g U\ t h i n f i e l d pr©serst«d, A 

precis© statesaent of t h e hypo thes i s t o foe t e s t e d in t h e @fe«$Jy 

wi l l end t h i s p a r t . 

A second p a r t wi l l deal wi th the tools* of r e s e a r c h , 

th© popula t ion under c o n s i d e r a t i o n an J t he ^xptoHaservtof p„*«-

c e d y r e . In a t h i r d p a r t , t h e da ta wil l be predefined and 

ana ly sed , Th© r e s u l t s will then foe d i scussed and s u j ^ a r l 2«d 

and p o s s i b l e conc lus ions drawn. 



CHAPTER I 

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY Of RELIGIOUS WuATI ON 

This study wishes to attesapt a contribution to the 

understanding and guidance of religious vocation by examsliv­

ing value patterns in a group of Franco-American raajor amm-

inarians. 

There Bt*9 several fundamental areas of difficulty 

involved In such a study. The very nature of vocation to 

the priesthood in thm Rowan Catholic Church has given rise 

to much debate through th© years. Further, the type of test 

that might prove suitable for investigation in this arm®, &nd 

the aind of the Church on the problera, likewise present diffi­

culty. This? first chapter will study these questions and ex­

amine the psychological studies that have been carried out in 

the area of religious vocation. 

I, The Mature of Vocation to the Priesthood. 

In a study of this kind it see-css appropriate to be3in 

by stating the official position of tfo® Church on the nature 

of religious vocation. 

There is agreement on one basic principle. Vocation 

to the priesthood is of divine origin, God chooses men &nd 

not vice versa; won do not become priests by self-ap?x>intment , 

I Hebrews, V, 4. 
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Hew then dees God wake His will nanifest? That is the 

problee. 

The divergent views on the question *ay be reduced 

nainly te twos the 'Attraction* theery and the "Fitness* or 

*Idensity" theory• The former epeoks of a subjective feel­

ing or inclination for the prissthood, the Utter &f a fit­

ness in the candidate, te be recognized by the bishops of 

the Church whs then announce the "Vocation* by the eel I ins te 
2 

Ordsrs • 

Ths e s r l i e r "At t rac t ien* theory, the t required wei t ing 

form type o f internal insp i ra t ion , partook o f the er ror e f 

quiet isn, ,which held that God would enter the soul on condi­

t i o n tha t i t remain completely iner t end which wes condemned 

by Innocent X I 3 . Carr, In a study of the canonical concept 

of vocation t e the priesthood states* in reference t o t h i s 

theory, tha t the low of the Chureh hss nevmr been s a t i s f i e d t e 

pern i t the issuance of an eccles iast ica l c a l l to Orders p r e d i ­

cated on e nsrsly gratuitous assusptien tha t a p a r t i c u l a r 

2 F e l l * D. Duffsy, C .S .C. , Testing the S p i r i t . S t , 
t o n i s , B. Herder, 1948, 174 p. 

3 Jooo Antonio Nabais, t e Vocation Sacerdotale a la 
U s i e r e <% l i . T ^ t o p J f f , , , ^ til, If/ffyjihfflfiffl&gi* <**»» »« SSZOZ 

no* 3 , l i v rs ison ds 
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4 individual has been divinely called to the holy priesthood . 

In 1909 Canon Lahitton attaching the "Attraction" 

theory, proposed the theory of "Idonelty* and a heated 

controversy sprang up which required the intervention of Rom®. 

The official position was stated in a letter to Lahitton from 

Cardinal Worry Del Val, July 2, 1912 . In this publication 

the existence of a previous inclination as a sign was not 

ruled out. However Rome supported Canon Lahitton's position 

that no one could claim the right to be ordained before re­

ceiving the call of the Bishop who based his decision on the 

study of fitness in the candidate and not merely on an inclin-

ation er inspiration. 

Thus, the study of natural signs in determining those 

who should be accepted as candidates was firmly established. 

In his encyclical on the Holy Priesthood, Plus XI reaffirms 

this stand, and insists on a most careful examination of cand­

idates • 

Thus we see further application and support of the 

the Priest-
presented &€ 

4 Aidrian Corr, O.F.M. Conv.. Vocation to th 
hooda It's CanonicaI Concent. doctoral thesis presen 
the Catholic University of America, 1950, vii-124 p, 

5 Canon Joseph Lahitton, La Vocation Sacerdotale. 
Paris, Beeuchesne, 4 ed., 1914, xvW-$2? p, 

6 Acta Apostoflcae Sedis, Vol- 4, issue of July 15, 
1912, p. 485. 

* . „ 7 Pius XI, Ad Cathol Jci Sec^A^ i j London, Catholic 
Truth Society, f935# p, 48, 
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8 
principle that nature conditions the activity of grace • 

St.Thomas reminds us, too, that nature fits us for certain 

9 
activities and duties beyond the purely natural realm , 

within the context of vocation to the priesthood it would 

seem then to be the plan of divine providence that the study 

of the nature of a candidate should aid in recognizing the 

coil, and in planning the training for vocation to the priest­

hood' °. The study of natural factors is an affair of some 

delicacy however, because the line of demarcation between 

them and the supernatural element is never sharply defined. 

For this reason the Chureh proceeds with utmost caution, in 

the following part of this chapter the attitude of the Chureh 

towards psychological study of candidates to the priesthood 

will be examined, 

2, The Church and Psychological Studies, 

Canon law makes it clear that the decision of the 

bishop to cal I a candidate to Holy Orders must be based GI% 

moral certitude that the ordinand has the required canonical 

idoneity , and that careful study and search for this fitness 

8 C, Truhlar, S.J,, "Human Nature end the Spiritual 
Life", Theology Digest. Vol, 5, No, I, issue of Winter I957# 
p. 34-38. 

9 St, Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theolpffiea, Ja-llae, 
q.63# I, c. 

10 Ivo Thomas, O.P., "Love and Law", Blackfrlars. 
Vol, 21, No. 247, issue of October 1940, p. 599-607. 

11 Codex Juris Canonic!, c. 538. 
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12 
must be carried out . Pie" has stated that the sacred 

eherecter of the grace of vocation makes It a serious oblig­

ation for us to use every possible means to avoid mistakes 

in this investigation • 

The thoroughness and moral certitude that are imper­

ative may result solely from careful study and observation. 

There ere those who would consider competent »nd common sense 

observetion adequate in such a cose, but one would be Inclined 

to agree with Ctaparede that such a procedure would Imply the 

existence of an aptitude to Judge end conclude from immediate­

ly eve liable evidence without the need of control , The ex­

istence of such »n aptitude is highly Improbable, Whet, then, 

would constitute appropriate study technique? What would 

supply "rational, sure and objective criteria by which to 
I c 

Judge end diagnose the dispositions of seminary candidates" ? 

Respecting canonical indications emd the warning of 

Plus XI te deal cautiously with the natural in relation to th© 

12 Codex Juris Cenonici, c. 1353, 

13 A, Pie, O.P., tes Attrsits inconscients a la Via 
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supernatural1*, research workers have endeavored to find 

Instruments mndi techniques adequate to the task. 

The stand of the Church with respect to these invest­

igations may be gleaned from her reaction to them. A number 

of sueli studies from the deportments of Psychology of the 

Catholic University of Washington, Ottawa University and the 

University of Leu vain, offer evidence of the type of reeearch 

described, carried out under Catholic auspices.* These 

studies will be identified antl outlined in the third pert of 

this chapter. At the "Fordhsm Institute on Religious and 

Sacerdotal Vocations*, In the summer of 1953* Father William 

C. Bier,' S.J.'^, presented papers dealing with ths problem of 

evaluating candidates for the priesthood and of setting up 

appropriate testing programs. The Church would. It seems, 

have voiced a protest if such studies were out of order. She 

did not. further, three serious works by Felix D. Duffey, 
IS 19 

C.S.C, , Rene Blot, M.D., and Piorre Gal imard, M.D. , and 

*liffm li' IMYtii HHStt «ftflJ»Vi, Hew Vork, Paul 1st 
Press, 1930, p. 25. 

17 Wlm, C, Blsr, S.J.; "Psychological Testing of Candi-

Vol. 12, No, 6, Issue of November 15,1953* p. 291-304, and* 
"Practical Requirements of s Program for the Psychological 
Screening of Candidates", Rsvf.w for RfHpious, Vol. 13, No. I, 
issue of January IS, 1954, P» «3—27• 

~I8 Felix 0. Duffey, C.S.C, Op. Cit., p. 7. 

19 Rsns Blot and Pierre Gallmard, Medical Guide to 
Vocations. Westminster, Maryland, Newman Press, 1955, xx-303 p. 
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Antoine Benko, S.J., and Canon Joseph Muttin , interpret 

Rome's words as permitting the discreet and prudent use of 

psychological testing techniques in studying candidates to 

ths priesthood. Lastly Plus XII, when addressing the Inter­

national Institute of Statistics spoke favorably of the use 

that had been made of scientific method »nd statistics in 

studying problems of faith &nd practice • 

The following section attempts a survey of scienti­

fic studies in the area of vocation. 

3, Literature on Psychological Studies of Vocation, 

For purposes of clarity mn4 order these studies will 

be presented not in chronological order but rather according 

to method of approach. Seven divisions suggest themselves] 

inquiry techniques, prediction, general personality surveys, 

the study of single traits, studies of interests, rate and 

causes of mortality, and, finally, degree of personal adjust­

ment. 

20 Antoine Senko, et Joseph Nuttin, Examen de la Per­
sonnel IteChes I es Candidats a U Pretrise. Louvain, Public­
ations Oniversitsires de Louvain, 1956, x-l38 p. 

21 S.S. Pius XII, A.I Iocuation du, 11 ssptembro. 1953}. 
ff"* w f f f b T f 1ilM.IJ,,P.rî »?̂ .it!rtl <t.gfc.»r"fffc»?^?r" djo/,^Jat|gt

ri'cjug# d a n s 
I'Osservatpre Romano, liyraison du HTseptembro. 1953. cite 
par M. Kooffmann, O.P., Apropos , d ̂ft,, Aa«f*,<! nflir If^Yf**! or 
Re|jgieuses MOHCMlines en France, dans le Wpplement a la Vie 
SptrituelIs. no, 38, Iivraison du 15 septembr®, 1956, p, 3*7-
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22 
Inquiry Technique®. - In a study by Kauffmann on 

the efficiency of different raodes of inquiry it is tmteJ 

that purely statistical investigations, though limited in 

certain ways, have great vat we, tie th®n proceeds to en­

umerate factors in th© personal background of seminarians 

that essay bear investigation, such a® a$e ranges, family 

origin, educational level of parents, degree of cultur© mnd 

age when vocation was first seriously considered. He reports 

that in preliminary investigations he carried out in Franc®, 

these factors see® to have a bearing on the type &nd number 

of religious vocation®, and stresses the necessity of further 

investigation of th® relationship that may exist between such 

f&ctors and reIi g icue vocat i on• 

Prediction. - Two works on prediction are worthy of 

note here. Burke investigated the possibility of establish­

ing a battery of t®®t® and questionnaires- that would predict 

the success of young seminarian®. In a study on 282 minor 

seminarians he e«*p Joyed fourteen Instruments in a search for 

their predictive value. These instruments included amongst 

others, a test of general intelligence, two tests of adjust-

22 Mm Kauffmonn, O.P,, A Propos d'une Cnquete, ,sur Jess 
Vocations Reljqietisca Masculine's .en" France, dons Te suppTement 
!*i ta y^e Spirltu'elTe, no. "35. f i'vraison du IJ septembre, I'̂ Ŝ ,* 

23 Henry R. Burke, S.S., Personality Traits of Success­
ful Minor Seminarians,, doctoral thesis presented at the Cafch'̂ ~~ 
oIic University of AmerIc®, 8 947, vli~&5p» 
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ment, achievement tests, and the 1931 edition of the S^udy 

of Values. He discovered throe hierarchical triads of 

traits or factors, but declares that the study indicated that 

the best predictive index for minor seminarians were the re­

sults of the objective achievement tests in Latin and English. 

Stem24, tested the predictive value of an individual 

intelligence test, three projective personality tests and a 

questionnaire. The population consisted of a small number of 

students In a Midwestern theological seminary. By comparing 

the r*mu\t9 of these tests to subjective criteria provided by 

the seminary staff, he concluded that the instruments used, 

particularly the projective tests, provided a picture in 

general agreement with evaluations of the faculty. 

Personality surveys, - In the &rtm of general surveys 

25 
of personality traits in seminarians, McCarthy a, using a 

group verbal intelligence test, a measure of personality, one 

of adjustment, and the 1931 edition &f the Study of Values. 

discovered two "g" factors, among a group of 85 major and 144 

minor seminarians, one of a schizoid nature and one indicating 

general fitness for seminary life. 

24 G.G, Stern, "Assessing Theological Student Person­
ality Structure", Journal of Pastoral Care. Vol, 8, 1954, 
p. 7©-83» 

25 Thomas J, kteCarthy, "Personality Traits of Semin­
arians", Studies in Psychology and Psychiatry. Vol, 5, No, 4, 
issue of June 1942, 46 p. 
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Sister Richards Peters studied a group of 143 

female novices in religious communities. She employed a 

rating scale, An interview and a battery of psychological 

tests including the 1931 edition of the Study of Values, for 

the purpose of discovering characteristic traits and Inter­

ests • On the Study of Values, the novice® ranked "rel iglows* 

value first and "aesthetic" second. From analysis of the 

other psychological test results three groups of traits 

emerged! one of undesirable characteristics, &n« of social ad­

justments and the last of emotional control. The B^mre^tfir 

Persona11tv Inyentory showed the novices to be well adjusted 

on the whole but lower in self-sufficiency than the groups of 

women for whom norms were pobl I shed. 

Single traits, - Three studies concern themselves 

with single traits among seminarians, Cafpin ' investigated 

the trait of introversion-extroversion In & group of 185 major 

and minor seminarians. The Bernreutor Personality inventory 

was administered and scored for the single trait. He dis­

covered a marked tendency to introversion, particularly be­

yond the second year of minor seminary studies. The study 

. £ PMMt'»f• Calpin, 0.S.A., The Concepts of Introver­
sion and Extroversion and a Study of their incidence Asyw o 
Group of ..Seminarians, master's thesis presented'at the Oath-preset 
oTic University of America, 1939, v»46 p. 
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does not disclose or discuss possible causes for this. 

Depeaux , in a study of masculinity among 100 Irish-

American seminarians, using the Tertnon and Miles Scale of 

Masculinitv-Feminlnity found, for this group, a far greater 

masculinity than that reported by Terman and Miles in 1925 

for a group of 46 seminarians. 

The relationship between religious attitude and con-

29 servetive-rsdical attitude was studied by Voor . The 

General Attltudlnal Value Profile of Kmrr was employed, meas­

uring conservative-redfeeI attitude in the five areas of pol­

itics, economics, religion, social and aesthetic values. The 

subjects were 251 students in two seminaries. The results 

show thess young men to be very conservative in the religious 

field, and quite liberal in all other fields, with increased 

conservatism In the religious field among those in the final 

years. 

Interests, - Three studies of interests among serain-

30 arians may be reported, Lhota endeavored to develop and 

28 Bernard F, Depeaux, The Mascu11nIty of Ir i sh-Amer-
ican Student Priests, master's thesis present eel at the 'Univ­
ersity of Ottawa, 1950, vii-82 p. 

v-38 p. 

.30 Brian Lhota, O.F.fi., "Vocatio 
olic Priests", Studies in Psychology and 
No. I, issue of January, 1948, vii-40 p. 

onal Interests of Cath-
Psychiatry. Vol. 7, 
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appraise a vocational interest scale. The Strong Interest 

Blank was administered to 262 diocesan priests and from these 

data a clerical interest scale was developed and validated on 

a group of 208 major seminarians. The scale was used on the 

records of 90 minor seminarians in their fourth year, 100 in 

their first yssr, &nd 133 students in high school. The re­

latively small differences in mean scores and percentages of 

interest ratings between the diocesan priests and the theo­

logical students indicated a high d»Qrmm of validity for the 

clerical interest scale. The results of the minor seminar­

ians were markedly different from those of the high school 

students, with the latter showing weak clerical interest. 

It was suggested that this seals could bs of great service 

to vocational counsellors in indicating those having the voc­

ational interests which are characteristic of representative 

and successful Catholic priests. 

D'Arcy studied the interests of foreign missionary 

and compared his findings to these presented by Lhota in his 

cierica! scale. For this purpose the Strong Interest; Blank 

was completed by 320 missionary priests. Based on these 

responses a new clerical scale was developed. He then pro-

n ^ ^ffV1 h K^'^^^W ^Jtforfft Factor 
Patterns Within, the Specific ypgation of Foreign Missione 
master's thesis presented at the Catholic University of 
Amorice, 1954, lx-54 p. 
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seeded to compere the interests of young and older seminar­

ians in order to study the constancy of the interest patterns. 

It was discovered that the factor patterns underlying the in­

terests of adolescent and adult members were very simitar, 

with a dsfinite trend to homogeneity as the years in seminary 

progressed. 

Fried!^ argued that if the scales developed by Lhota 

end D'Arcy measured interests of diocesan and missionary sem­

inarians, it should prsdict those who are to succeed in these 

respective areas. He therefore studied the significance of 

differences between the interests of 356 successful and 178 

unsuccessful seminarians in a foreign mission society. He 

found the differentiation reliable but too low for individual 

prediction. 

Perseverance. - Two studies of perseverance and mortal-
33 ity are pertinent. Patterson wished to study causes of 

dropout between the years 1920 and 1929 in St. Anthony's sem­

inary in Santa Barbara. He proceeded by examining school re­

cords, interviewing the seminary staff »nd inquiring by letter 

of other eeminaries of the same order. The causes discovered 

32 Francis P. Friedl? Vocational Interests of Success­
ful and Unsuccessful Seminarians in a Foreign Nission fecisty. 
master's thesis presented at the Catholic University of Amer-
Ica, 1952, iv-49 p. 

SA ^ *P ?•?£ P«tt«r«on* O.F.J*., A Study of Student Mortal­
ity at St. Anthony's Seminary and Suggestions for Improving 
the Situation, master's thesis presented at the Catholic Uni­
versity of America, 1942, 52 p. 
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were loss of Intention and lock of intellectual, moral or 

physical fitness. Sixty-five of the former seminarians 

were questioned by letter regarding their leaving the sem­

inary. The dominating reason given by these young men was 

lack of interest, which they attributed to poor indivldu&i 

and personal guidance whilst in seminary, mfttmrin^ at to© 

early mm age, mud being at loose ends whilst on mummr voc­

ation. 

Verstynen34 likewise studied the problem of dropouts 

in eight minor seminaries between the years 1935 and 1939* 

A check-list and a questionnaire aimed at investigating 

reasons for dropouts, were sent to the seminary superiors. 

It was reported that lack of mental ability was largely re­

sponsible in the first etnd fourth years of minor seminary, 

&nd that the major cause at ail levels was the lock of de­

sire to continue. It is suggested that h*tt®r organ lig­

ation of the program of studies &nd of seminary discipline 

might offer mtm relief to the situation. It was felt that 

the factors of poor guidance and unplanned vacations men­

tioned by Patterson, had a strong bearing on the problem. 

Verstymen feels, en the basis of his investInation, that sem­

inaries Ignore Canon 1363 in their overall negligence to 

•"" """i'""'"» "1 ' ." ii-
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supply adequate and detailed information on young men who 

leave the seminary. 

Psychological adjustment, « Four studies of the psych­

ological adjustment of seminarians bear examination. Benko 

and Nuttin35 employed the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality 

Inventory in studying 181 seminarians and 79 novices from 

three congregations with a control group of 100 university 

students and 162 soldiers. It was concluded that this test 

cam provids valuable information on the relationship between 

psyduklogicai adjustment of seminarians and their psrseverance. 

However, the test proved to be more accurate with regard to 

the novices than to the seminarians. 

It was concluded that the Minnesota Multiphasic Per­

sonality inventory, as part of a battery of tests, would be 

a useful tool in the study of psychological adjustment. 

Bier3 wished to investigate the psychological factors 

that make for good adjustment In students for the priesthood. 

He employed the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory 

to study whether or not the general norms of adjustment were 

applicable to the special group. His subjects consisted of 

171 major seminarians, 208 medical students, 121 dental 

35 Antoine Benko et Joseph Nuttin, op, cit., x-138 p. 

36 Wlm. C. Bier, S.J., "A Comparative Study of a Sem­
inary Group and Four Other Groups on the ft.M.P.I.", Studies in 
ffygyrtoar •»$ P«y.i^Ma:» v<»*. 7, No. 3, issue of April, 194s, 
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students, 55 low students, and 369 college students. He 

discovsred that this sntire group was less well adjusted than 

the population at large &nd that within hi® group the semin­

arians were the feast well adjusted, showing the greatest 

differences on the interest, the hypemanla mmd the sehixe-

phrenia scales. He concluded that the MMPt was useful In 

measuring adjustment amongst seminarians, but that the burden 

of inter-group differentiation was carried by relatively few 

items. He noted that the wording of certain items acquired 

specific meanings for seminarians and that, therefore, some 

changes were nmmdmd in the scale for this specific group. 

ffcgert^ wished to Study the significance of differ-

encee in adjustment of a seminary group &nd a fay group. He 

used the Mental Health Analysis Test with 163 minor seminari­

ans end 172 Catholic college students. He concluded that 

this instrument differentiates the two groups significantly, 

mnd that the scores generally show the seminary group to be 

the better adjusted. 

Ketley^ studied the indicators of adjustment and mal­

adjustment in the Rorschach protocols of 19 candidates and 19 

37 Charles Eggert, Personal]Ity.Tran^s ,1ft,Minor, .S.smjn-
qrians. master's thesis presented at the Catholic University 
of America, 1948, 34 p. 

^t * 3! ?*ui G".,5*IleyZS*^* & W $ e ? h ftOTr*fMgf Affecfr. 

thesis presented at the Catholic university of America, 1951, 
3! p. 
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professed religious of the same order. A check-list was de­

vised to summarize the Rorschach findings incorporating: per­

cent of responses to the VIII, IX, X cards. Sum C, Experience 

Balance, presence or absence of FK, and content of color re­

sponses. A faculty rating scale and the Bernreuter Person­

al ity Inventory were also used. The correlations between the 

Rorschach check-list and the rating scale were found to be 

0.49 for the students and 0.21 for the professed religious; 

correlations with the Bernreuter were very low. 

It was concluded that the Rorschach check-list as de­

vised is useful as a first screening of seminarians, but that 

the value of a broader check-list should be investigated. 

Ths review of these studies has revealed general and 

spscific surveys that aim at understanding the personality of 

seminarians and of predicting success or failure in seminary. 

Various single traits remain to be studied, and 

further work on interest scales seems indicated. Other means 

also must be devised to help select and guide the seminarian. 

4. The Purpose of This Study. 

Burke3*, McCarthy*0 and Sister Richards Peters*' used 

39 Henry R. Burke, S.S., Op, Cit.,p. 9. 

40 Thomas J. McCarthy, Op, Cit,,p. 6. 

41 Sister Richards Peters, O.S.B., Op. . it., p. 6. 
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the Study of Values, as part of a battery of tests, with 

minor seminarians and female novices in an attempt to dis­

cover predictive indices. Specific value patterns were n&t 

studied, however. 

In thii study it is intended to focus attention ex­

clusively on value patterns, and this at the major seminary 

level. Any patterning of values will be examined for vari­

ance in terms of differences in age, level of training, pos­

ition in the family, number of religious in the family, and 

other differentiating personal factors to be presented fully 

in Chapter II. The problem to he investigated nay be stated 

briefly in the for** of the null hypothesis; There will be no 

significant differences in the patterns of values of major 

seminarians, notwithstanding variations in age, level of 

training and other personal background data. 

Having presented a review of tho literature @nd a 

statement of the problem to foe investigated, attention is now 

turned Jn the following chapter to a discussion of tools of 

research, the population under study and the experimental 

procedure to be followed. 



CHAPTER II 

RESEARCH DESIGN 

In the first chapter the nature of religious vocation 

was examined. It became apparent that some natural elements 

«re involved in this concept apart fro® the Divine Call, 

Therefore it was seen that the Church favors a prudent and 

careful study of the candidate's personality in order to aid 

him and his superiors in deciding whether or not he should 

attempt the seminary life, &nd in directing his activities 

intelligently during the period of training, 

A review of the literature on studies of seminarians 

was msde which ssemed to reveal both the possibility end need 

of further work in the field. It was stated that the pre­

sent study would Investigate the area of value patterns and 

their possible variation among major seminarians in the Roman 

CathoIic Church. 

This second chapter proposes to examine the tools of 

research, to describe the population under study and to dis­

cuss the experimental design, 

I, Ths Tools of Research, 

The Personal Data Sheet,- The personal data sheet used 

in this research was designed by the writer. Its purpose was 

to elicit information regarding the subject's age, his ethnic 

background, his family, his earlier educational environment. 
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the time of his decision to &nter seminary, his training In 

seminary, and certain other pertinent environmental factors 

of earlier years that &m commonly believed to have some 

bearing on the choice of religious life. These data would 

supply factors of variance enabling the testing of the null 

hypothesis. 

This data sheet was highly objective in nature and 

did not require the student to identify himself unless he 

chose to do so. It could be answered in approximately two 

to three minutes, A copy of this data sheet is presented 

In Appendix I, 

Study of Values, - The study of values as a means of 

understanding personality gained some popularity during the 

1930's, against a background of predecessors who considered 

I 2 
this approach unscientific , Allport and Vernon designed 
their test around six values, based on the personality types 

3 

of Edward Spranger* • The six values are listed and de­

scribed in Appendix 2. 

1 William F. Dukes, "Psychological Stvidy of Values", 
PsycholoqicoIBu11etIn. Vol. 52, No. I, issue of January, 

2 Gordon W. Allport, Philip E, Vernon &nd Gardner 
Lindsay, Manual of Directions for the Study of Values. Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin Co,, 1951, 16 p. 

3 Eduard 5pranger. Types of Men, The Psychology and 
Ethics of Personality, author Sated translation of the 5th Ger­
man edition by Paul J;W, Pigors, Halle (Saale), «sx Niemer 
Veriag, 1928, xii-402 p. 
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The Study of Values was f i r s t pub l i shed in 1931* • 

This t e s t was adopted and t r a n s l a t e d i n to French in 1944 by 

Shevenel l^ a t t h e Unive r s i ty of Ottawa. In 1951, '.I I p o r t 

and Vernon, with t h e c o l l a b o r a t i o n of Lindsay, pub l i shed a 
6 

revised edition , introducing new items, presenting «s store 

economical scoring system than in the original, @nd rede­

fining the social value measured by th® test, with most of 

the items revised to simplify wording, and to eliminate 0%$t«~ 

dated and overspeciflc cultural references . In I960, a 

third edition appeared but no changes were made in the test 
s 

items. The score sheet alone underwent revision • 

It is the 1951 edition that was used in the present 

study which aims to examine value patterns amongst seminar­

ians and possible variations in these patterns due to diff­

erences in background. The Study of Value®, although pre­

senting problems of a statistical nature to be explained 

later in this chapter, proves useful as a research tool &nd 

4 G.W, A81 port, P.E. Vernon &nd 6. Lind2ey, op, cit., 
P. 3. 

5 G.W, Allport, P.E. Vernon end R.H. Shevenetl, O.M.t., 
Handbook fqr Le frestlgnnaire AyyyiSiitg Yes I dees Personnel's, 
Ottawa, Lea Editions de I'Universite d'Ottawa, 1949, b" p. 

6 G.W. Allport, P.E. Vernon and G, Lindzey, op, cit. 

7 Lawrence F, Shaffer, in The Fourth Mental Measure­
ments Yearbook. O.K. Euros, Editor, Highland Perk, ^.J., »953f 
p , 153, 

8 G.W, At{por t , P .E . Vernon and G, Lindsey, ttenual 
for t h e Study of Volume., Boston, fioushton ' ' I f f t e n Co. , I P , 
p , 9 . 
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seemed well suited for this study both from the point of 

view of level, and of content realistic to seminarians, 

2. The Population Studied. 

The group under study comprised 71 R»aj©r seminar­

ians of Franco-American descent between the ages of 20 and 

32, studying in five major seminaries In the United States 

and Canada in 1957 and committed to sixteen American dio­

ceses. Of these young men, 31 were in their first two years 

of study, 16 in the middle two, and 24 in their last two years* 

The term "Major Seminarian" is used in the strict sense meaning 

a cleric engaged In the six years of study, two of philosophy 

9 and four of theology, prior to ordlnotion to the priesthood . 

3. Experimental Procedure. 

In each of the five seminaries, the Ŝ fcqdy of Values 

and the personal data sheet were administered at one sitting. 

Since the seminarians were not required to inscribe their names 

on either instrument these were numbered to permit later pair­

ing. The candidates were not permitted to score their own 

tests, 

Th|e Study of Values yields scores on six values? 

"theoretical", "economic", "aesthetic", "social**, "political" 

and "religious". However, these arm scores of relative 

strength, not of absolute value. This fact would rmndmr 

9 Codex Juris Canonici, c.1354, Ho.2. 
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illicit the calculation of group means and standard devi­

ations. Therefore the values were ranked In order of re­

lative strength for each candidate. These rankings were 

then examined for possible pattern. 

From the personsI data, twelve areas of variance were 

chossn permitting the pairing of the group for each area. 
10 

This pairing was guided largely by the work of Kauffmann 

and Delooz in their investigations of background data in 

reletion to religious vocation. These areas of variance 

ere ehown in Table I, The variants in the common pattern 

for each of the twelve peired areas were plotted in 4X2 

tables; variants in the relative rank of each value for the 

twelve paired areas were plotted in 3X2 tables. One of six 

ranks was possible but for purposes of simplification this 

was roduced to three categories, namsly, rank first or second, 

third or fourth, fifth or sixth. An illustration of pattern 

variance appears in Table II, and of single value variance in 

Table III. 

In Chapter III the pat terning will be analysed; the 

differences in pattern, and rank of values due to va r ia t ions 

Part., c i i tk^lTU ^;?t
Pyf?. ," i "f *""*""' Pm PrH"'nl 
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Table I .- Poire! I crsorml Data ^ctto-
gories selected for r.tucjy of .;icjiW ficont 
differences In "ottems of values, >,Sowing 
numbers falliny into ooch category. 

'•io. of 
Pa i r -

Pa i rs 

T 
Category Category 

2. 
•A 

4. 

5, 
6. 

7, 
8. 

9, 
0. 

o 
b 

c 

d 

e 

M 

j 2 

Fron family of 3 or lens 

First two years seminary 

Other vocations in family 

Catholic elementary School 

Catholic High >chool 

was altar boy 

Considered Vocation by 14 

Attended Minor -Seminary 

Sp i rituaI 0 i rector Iofore I 7 

V.orked I yr. or more 

Belonged Parochial Organiz. 

LxcelIent Health 

36 

r,i 
32 

61 

5 6 

J3 

Z7 
U 
J9 
16 

29 
47 

Fami8 y of 4 or norc 

Last 2 years 

'o others 

Other 

f'thvr 

Mas not 

Aftor 14 

Did not 

Later 

Ui d not 

Did not 

ioorer 

~ *"* 

o 

5 3 

IK 

34 
*»7 

J1.'' 

S! 

07 

a 12 students were in 3rd or 4th year theology 
b This includes brothers,sistors, unt.Ie.,, .̂ untt., '"ir^'c cousinr 
c On© student attended lx>th 
d Two students attended both 
e One failed to answer this question 
f One failed to answer this question 
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Table II,- Four by two table showing 
variations in conformity to common pattern 
in view of size of family for the group,a 

Personal Data Conformity to 3 part pattern 

Category Total 573 UI R o 
Conformity Conformity Conformity Conformity 

Family 3 or less 5 II 15 5 

Family 4 or more 9 17 8 I 

a N:7I 
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T a b l e I S ! , - Three by two t a b l e showing 
v a r i a t i o n in rank of t h e o r e t i c a l v a l u e in 
t e r ras o f s i z e of f a m i l y r o r t h e y r o u p , a 

Personal data Rank fo r value 

C a t e g o r y j s t m , 2 n d ^ . , Qp ^±h 5 t h o r 6 t h 

Family 3 o r l e s s 5 17 14 

Fami ly 4 o r ntore 5 2S 9 

a fi:7? 
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in background, wilt be submitted to tests of significance. 

This will permit a testing of the null hypothesis^ There 

will be no significant differences in th© patterns of values 

of major seminarians, notwithstanding variations in age, 

level of training ®nd other personal background d&tm. 



CHAPTfft III 

EXPERIMENTAL DATA AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 

in Chapter II the experimental design was outlined. 

It was stated that the ranked scores of the major seminar­

ians on the Study of Values would be nnatainmd for possible 

pattern. Should a pattern of rank emerge, variations in 

this pattern in terms of differences in personal data, would 

be studied for statistical significance. Lastly, rank varl-

stions for each value in terms of personal data would be ex­

amined. In this chapter the results of these Investigations 

wilt be presented, 

I. Pattern of Values, 

The value scores were r&nkmd for each seminarian avid 

these ranks tabulated according to freo&ency of occurrence 

for each value. Although tie ranks were omitted in this 

analysis, it was noted later that their Inclusion as half-

values did not attmr the pattern. Table IV shows the distri­

bution of the forty-nine non-tied ranks for each of the 6 

vaiuss. 

In examining this distribution for possible pattern 

it was seen that first place is held decisively by the "l?e-

Iigious" value, and sixth place by "Economic". The second 

and third pieces are held most frequently by the "Social" 

value so it is accorded rank second. 3irice rank fifth 
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Table IV.- Distribution of ranks for 
the 6 values on the Study of Values for the 
group.® 

Values 1st 2nd 
Ranks 
i rd 4th "lycR oth 

Theoretical 

Economic 

Aesthetic 

Social 

Political 

Religious 

1 

0 

4 

4 

0 

40 

6 

0 

6 

18 

10 

9 

9 

4 

II 

16 

9 

0 

16 

6 

6 

6 

15 

0 

9 

16 

11 

3 

10 

0 

8 

23 

II 

2 

5 

0 

T——t—•———W^———«———»———— «. m 

a N:49 
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points up "Economic", air&ady decisively sixth, and rank 

fourth is bimodal, it was decided that these ranks should 

be omitted. We may then describe the moot dominant common 

pattern as: "Religious" first, "Social" second, and "Economic" 

sixth. The qualitative significance of this pattern will be 

discussed In the following chapter. 

2. Pattern Variations. 

The personal data variations among tha seminarians 

were organized into twelve paired factors. Thsss pairs were 

presented in Table I of the second chapter and may also be read 

in Table V of this chapter. In order to study pattern vari-

etion with regard to thess paired personal data, 4X2 tables 

as i11ustrated i n Teble 11 of the prev i ous chapter, were dravn 

up for the calculation of Chi • In these tables the vertical 

divisions represented the personal factors and the four hori­

zontal divisions the degrees of conformity to tha three part 

common pattern. Due to small cell frequencies in certain in­

stances thsss wsre reduced to 2X2 tables by combining cells as 
2 the material dictated. Chi 's were then calculated by the 

formula : 

X* 
( fo - fe y 

fe 

I Henry E, Garrett, Statistics in Psychology and 
Education. Third Edition, Mew York, Longmans Grsen ana Co,, 
1947, P. 243. 
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Table V,- Significance of pottern 
differences for personal date variations 
In the group, Ns7l 

Personal X2 

fac to r 8 

1. 5.41 
2 . 0.2703 
3 . 0.03753 
4 . 0.2559 
5 . 0.631 
6. 2.1061 
7. 0.1913 
8. 0.5775 
9. 0.0216 

10. 0.0030 
I I . 0.1182 
12 0.1353 

ssssssssssstsss 
p 

•02 
.50-.70 
.80-.90 
.10-.20 
.30-,50 
,10—.20 
.50-.70 
.30-.50 
.80-.90 
,95*.9S 
.70-.80 
.70- .10 

Signif­
icance 

Signif icant 
n«e. 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n , s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n , s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 

Creator Con­
formity t o 
Common Pat tern 

4 or more 
Last 2 years 
Ho o thers 
Cath,elem. 
Cath.high 
Hot a l t a r boy 
After 14 
H© minor 
After 17 
Workers 
Ho Organ. 
Poor health 

1. Family 3 or less 
2. First 2 yrs, seminary 
3. Other vocations in family 
4. Catholic elem.school 
5. Catholic high school 
6. Was altar boy 
7. Considered vocation by 14 
8. Attended minor seminary 
9. Spiritua! director before 17 
10. Worked I yr. or more 
11, Belonged Parochial Organization 
12 • Exce 11 est (tea I th 

4 or more 
Last 2 years 
No others 
Other 
Other 
Was not 
After 14 
Old not 
Later 
Did not 
Old not 
Poorer 
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When small cell frequencies demanded it, the correction for 

continuity was made • The results of this variation study 

may be reed in Table V, Whereas a significant difference 

is found only in the case of the first factor, that is, vari­

ation in family size, the direction of greater conformity 

Is indicated in each case, 

3. Rank Variations for Each Value. 

The purpose of this phase of the study was to examine 

the significance of possible differences in relative rank for 

each of the six values In relation to variance in the twelve 

personal data pairs. For this purpose, 3X2 tables were drawn 

up in which the vertical division rsprssented the personal fac­

tors snd the three horizontal divisions the renk for the velue 

shown as high for rank first or second, medium for rank third 

or fourth and low for rank fifth or sixth. An illustration 

of these tablee was seen in Table III of the previous chapter. 

In the ceee of small frequencies, combinations were effected, 

and correction for continuity made when still necessary. 

Table VI indicates significance of rank differences for 

the "Theoretical" value in terras of personal data variance with 

the direction of difference noted. Although differences are 

seen in each cass, none is significant. Regarding the second 

2 J,P. Guilford, Fundament at StatI at i cs in Psycholoqy 
and Education,. Second Edition, New York,' f4cGra w- Hi I 8 Book 
Co., 1950, p.278. 
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Table V I . - S i g n i f i c a n c e o f rank d i f f ­
erences f o r " T h e o r e t i c a l " va lue f o r the 
g roup . 3 

Factor X~ P S i g n i - Higher 
f i cance Rank 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
/. 
o. 
9. 
10. 
II. 
12. 

Family « 
Tra i n i ng 3« 
Other Vocat i ons 1« 
El em.School . 
High School , 
Altar boy . 
Vocation age . 
Minor sem. , 
Sptl.Director . 
Work , 
Organizations . 
Health 1. 

,8275 
.151 
,178 
.2907 
,016 
,029 
.06 
.024 
,0025 
,0263 
,2156 
.057 

.30-.50 

.05-.10 

.20-.30 
,50-.70 

.90 
.80-.90 

.80 
.80-.90 
.95-1.0 
.80-.90 
.50-.70 
.30-.50 

n.s. 
n.s. 
n.s. 
n.s. 
n.s. 
n.s. 
n.s. 
n.s. 
n.s. 
n.s. 
n.s. 
n.s. 

4 or more 
Ist 2 yrs. 
no others 
Cath.elem. 
Cath.high 
Altar boy 
after 14 
No minor 
after 17 
Worke rs 
Organ. 
Healthy 

a Ns7l 
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factor, level of training, it is seen that a difference 

approaching significance obtain®, with higher ranking for the 

"Theoretical" value by those in their first two years of 

grand seminary. 

In Table VII may be read the significance of rank diff­

erence for the "Economic" value. Differences and their dir­

ection are noted for each of the twelve personal factors but 

none Is seen to be significant. 

Variance and direction In rank for the "Aesthetic" 

value are seen in Table VIII. Here It is noted in factor 

fivo regarding attendance or non-attendance of Catholic high 

school, that those seminarians who had not attended a Cathol­

ic high achool rank this value significantly higher. Ho other 

differences ara found to be significant, but factor twelve 

dealing with state of health, shows a difference approaching 

significance with those in poorer health ranking the 

"Aesthetic" value higher. 

Table IX reports on variation and direction in ranking 

the "Social" value, Mo significant differences are noted. 

The "Political" value is examined for variation in 

Table X. The differences are not significant. The health 

factor again shows a difference approaching significance with 

the healthier seminarians according a high rank to the "Polit­

ical" value. 

In Table XI variation and direction of rank for th© 
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Teble V I I . - Signif icance o f renk d i f f ­
erences fo r "Economic" value f o r the 
group.® 

• n w w i w » . i n i i » . m w i » i.mpiiwi i»w».—.i—«w«w«e.—TH—..^Li.ai i iM WW '̂awHiM. « • •«—*wi ai ' Wî iiitsemwwwwwM»Mwip«wBawsw»MiaMw*fcw»wwi 

2 Sign!- Higher 
factor X P flcance Rank 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
II. 
12. 

.584 
1.076 
•0482 
.335 
.045 
.0037 
1,077 
•0284 
1.110 
.156 
1.110 
.665 

.30-.50 
.30 

.80-,90 

.50-.70 
,80-.90 
.95-1.0 

.30 
.80-.90 
.20-.30 
.50-.70 
.20-.30 
.30-.50 

n.s. 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s. 
n,s< 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 

, 3 or less 
Ist 2 

> Voc, 
, Oath .el ess. 
, no Cath.high 
, Not altar boy 
. after 14 
, Minor 

after 17 
» Hon-wk• 
. Organ. 
, HaaI thy 

a N:7I 
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Table VIII.- Significance of rank diff­
erences for "Aesthetic" value for the group. 

Factor X P Signi- Higher 
ficence Rank 

1. 
2. 
3 . 
4 . 
5a 
0 . 
7. 
8. 
9 . 

10. 
11. 
12. 

1.108 
.9041 
.057 

2.508 
6.475 

.025 

.386 

.1189 

.766 

.0527 

.766 
3.415 

,20-.30 
.30-.50 
,80-.90 
.11-.20 
.0I-.02 
.8O-.90 
.50-.70 
•70-.80 
.30-.50 
,80-.90 
.30-.5O 
,05-. 10 

n .s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 
s i g . 
n .s . 
n . s . 
n .s . 
n.s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 

3 or l e s s 
Last 2 
No others 
No Cath.el em. 
Ho Cath.high 
Not attar boy 
After 14 
Ninor 
After 17 
Worker 
No Organ. 
Poor health 

SaSBsMmmsiessefrsoimeei^^ 

a N:7I 
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Table IX , - Signif icance of rank d i f f ­
erences for ^ S o c i a l " value for the group,® 

Factor X2 p Signi­
ficance 

Higher 
Rank 

.50-a7O 

.30-.50 
,30-.50 
.30-.50 
.20-.30 
,20-.30 
.90-.95 
.2O-.30 
•SO-.90 
.50-.70 
.7O-.S0 
.50-.70 

n . s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n.s* 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 
n . s . 

4 or more 
t@s* +» 
Voc. 
Cuth.elem, 
Cath.high 
Not Altar boy 
After 14 
Mo Minor 
By 17 
Ho <#k. 
No Organ, 
Poor health 

1. 
2 . 
s J . 

4 . 
5 . 
6. 
7 . 
8 . 
9. 

10. 
I I . 
12. 

.379 

.844 

.991 

.6114 
1.532 
1.316 
.0096 

1.496 
.0374 
.325 
•0841 
.439 

*m*wmmmmim0mmmmmm*mmmt*mmimm*m*m 

a N:7i 
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Table X.- Significance of rank diff­
erences for "Political" value for the Qro%»p9 

Factor X* P Signi- Higher 
ficance Renk 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
II, 
12. 

.2295 
2,583 
.3509 
.0064 

2,166 
.I860 
.0460 
.8823 
.4999 
.0680 
.1357 

3.343 

.50-.70 

.10-.20 

.50-.70 

.90-,95 
•10-,20 
.50-.70 
.80-.90 
.30-.50 
.30-.50 
.70-.80 
.70-.80 
.05-.10 

n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 

. 4 or more 
Last 2 
Voc. 
No Cathaslom, 

. Cath.high 
» Altar boy 

By 14 
1 No Minor 

By 17 
Worker 

. Ho Organ, 

. Healthy 

T*"""—TTT—T"T**"*— '". • ;!'• 11 1.1« 1 11. 11 n 1 | 111 11 1 1 — 1 m m » »• 1 ,11 ii, »i M I 

a N:7I 
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Table X|.- Significance of rank diff­
erences for "Religious" valua for tho group." 

Factor X* P Slgnl- Higher 
ficance Rank 

1. 
2. 
3. 

f: 
6, 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
II. 
12. 

3.1650 
•0048 
• 0610 
•0086 

0.0 
•3183 
•0343 
.0994 
•0155 
.0507 
•2495 
.0732 

•05-.I0 
•9S-I.0 

-.80 
.95-.90 

- 1.0 
.50-.70 
.80-.90 
.70-.80 

-.90 
.80-.90 
.50-.70 
.70-.80 

n.s, 
n.s. 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s. 
n.s, 
n.s. 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 
n.s, 

4 er mors 
, Last 2 

No othere 
No Cath.elem. 
No Csth. high 
No Alter bey 
8y 14 
Miner Sow* 
After 17 
Worker 
Organ* 
Healthy 

a N:7I 
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"Religious" value &r& reported. There ure no significant 

differences, however family sis®, or factor 1, shows a diff­

erence approaching significance with the higher rank in favor 

of those from families of four or more children. 



CHAPTER IV 

INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS 

The problem of this research was to investigate 

possible value patterns among a group of major seminarians 

as measured by the Study of Values,, and to discuss vari­

ations that might occur in terms of personal and environ­

mental factors. The null hypothesis stated that no such 

value pattern exlstsd, and this notwithstanding differences 

in ago, level of seminary training, position in the family, 

number of religious in the family and other differentiating 

personal and background factors. 

In Chapter 111 the ranked scores of the seminarians 

on the Study of Values were analyzed for possible patterning. 

An examination of Table IV, showing the distribution of ranko 

for each of the six values, yielded a three part pattern. A 

study of this pattarn in terms of personal data variation was 

reported in Table V. Rank variations for each value were 

then studied and presented in Tables VI to XI. in this chap­

ter these results will be discussed. 

It wi11 be recalled that the pattern emerging placed 

ths "Religious" value first, "Social* second, and "Economic" 

sixth. If we examine the brief descriptions of these value 
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types as given by Allport, Vernon and Llndzey in their 1951 

and I960 manuals we may gain a first simple insight into the 

3 
kind of person indicated by the pattern in terras of Sprengcr's 

types, 

"The highest value of the religious man may be 

called unity. He is mystical, and seeks to comprehend the 

cosmos as a whole, to relate himself to its embracing total­

ity,"^ It is explained further that there ara immanent 

myotics who find their religious adaptation in life itself 

whilst others, transcendental mystics, seek to unite with a 

higher reality through withdrawal. Since the pattern involves 

"Social" value as second. It seams that the person fitting the 

pattern would be of the immanent type with involvement in 

social interchange and interest in the welfare of others. 

By placing the "Economic" value sixth in their pattern 

the seminarians generally show lack of interest in the useful, 

the practical affairs of the business world. 

1 Cordon W. Allport, Philip E, Vernon, Gardner Llndzey, 
ttonuol of Directions for Study of Values. Boston, Houghton 

2 Gordon W. Allport, Philip C, Vernon, Gardner Lindzey, 
Manual of Directions for Study of Values. Boston, iioughton 
Mifflin Co,, i960, 19 p. 

i ! d w « r d Je^enger, Types of Hen, the Psychology oncj 
Ethics of Pergonality. authorized translation of the 5th German 
edition by Peul J.W. rigors, Halle (Saale), Max Hiemer Verlao, 
1928, xil-402 p. 

4 G.W, Allport, P.E. Vernon, G.Lindzey, Op.Clt.. 1951, 
p. 14. 
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Thus, a b r i e f , cotaposite sketch of t 10 persons 

y i e l d i n g t h i s p a t t e r n would i n d i c a t e i n d i v i d u a l s wi th r e l a t ­

ive ly l i t t l e i n t e r e s t in busirwss >? t h e rasteriai b e n e f i t s 

On" l i f e . List r a t ' m r in l i f e ' s td®&per, no re cofispfete Meaning 

&nd purpose governed by the d©slQn of a supreme be ing , end 

t h i s wi tnessed in soc ia l encounte r , s e r v i c e amJ i n t e r a c t i o n . 

The na tu re of t h e p a t t e r n &ains in r i c h n e s s with an 

examination of Spranger ' s" own commentary oo the v a l u e s . I© 

sees zh& " R e l i g i o u s " va lue dominant in t h e ocraon in ques t of 

a t o t a l meaning of l i f e , a quest marked by r e s t l e s s n e s s end 
6 d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n , and pursued by ©eans of a l og i c t h a t tr®n&~> 

7 cends r a t i o n a l l og ic • The s a l v a t i o n of t h e soul i s seen 

as saor© SEsportant than i t s t urmonious dev«Sops«ent; thn m<ntzr~> 

ia l tMn*>8 of f i f e viewed au t / i f t s of God se rv ing t o p r e s e r v e 

and t r ans fo rm , 

in t h i s t o t a l ©valua t ion , no a spec t <*f e a r t h l y l i f e 

superceded th© soc ia l in iesportunce. This value bespeaks 

the impulse t o j,)Sve onese l f in love t© ano the r in ord^r fco 

5 EiJuard ""iprsnger, ffo. C*fc«, p . 109-246, 

6 Idem, j b i ^ . . p . 2S2. 

7 IdoHj, i b i d . , p . 224. 

8 Idem, j j j i j j . . p . 226. 
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assure his highest development . Sympathy, surrender, for­

giveness and not mare understanding ore the rule in this ex-

eh**.10. 

The "Economic" value, indicates consideration only 

for ths utilitarian. It sees everything as a means for 

self-preservation, for rendering life pleasant for oneself , 

Unapplied knowledge, or truths not immediately useful, are 

seen as unnecessary, 

Ths disharmony between these views and the social and 

religious attitude is immediately evident. The "Economic" 

demands that interest in, or service to others be utilitarian 

end profitable, God is seen solely as a wealthy giver of 
jo 

useful gifts , 

Synthesizing these more penetrating qualifications 

we see the particular constellation of rankings as indicating 

persons deeply involved in life but on very particular terms. 

There is evidence of the awareness of a definite and carefully 

elaborated plan from the hand of a Supreme Being who is the 

object of highest personal value experience. The purpose of 

life then is to search for an understanding of this plan and 

9 Idem, Ibid., p. 172. 

10 Idem, JMi., p. 175. 

11 Idem, Ibid., p. 133. 

12 Idem, Ibid,, p. 139. 
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to achieve its real 1z&tion through social activity where 

others are seen as important eleKjents, honored for their 

srmat value, and loved in thm process of self effacement. 

All other natural products ar® hut Bsean® to th& one unified 

realisation with no consideration of their usefulness for 

self, Th® one pre-occupation is tha knowledge of, and ser­

vice to God within the framework of social existence. 

The subjects of this experiment are major seminarians 

studying for the secular clergy? their work, the fulfilling 

of God's Will in the development of personal sanctity and 

service to their fellow man in their quest for the realiaa-
i j 

tion of the eternal design • This social involvement is 

pointed up in the ranking of the social value second only to 

:4 the religious • Their master aim would effect a relegation 

of other utilitarian values to the lowest ranks . 

Table V of Chapter III records the significance of 

pattern differences for personal data variations in the group. 

The variance of pattern related to the first personal factor, 

family size, alone proved to be significantly different from 

the pattern found for the group. This variance was seen to 

13 Pope John XXIII; "A Call to Sessin@rIans% in The 
Pope Speaks. Vol. ,s, No. 4, I960, p. 321. 

14 Idem, "Counse I a for Sea Soar i ans". In Tl̂ e Pope 
Soeaks. Vol. 6, No. 4, 1900, p. *&o. 

15 idem, ibid., p. 365. 
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be significant at th© 0.02 levoS of confidence &ith the 

greater conformity to the common pattern among those sem­

inar ians from families of four or more children. Table 

XII of this chapter shows th® distribution of non-conforming 

ranks In families of three children or leas. It way be 

noted that the "Religious" value dropped to second place 

whereas in six cases the "Socio!" has risen to first. Tills 

would seem to substantiate Spranger'^ claiis that no value 

wore closely resembles the "Religious" than the "Social" 

value , The. "Social" value has dropped! to third in thirteen 

cases end to fourth, fifth or sixth in six cases. The 

"Economic" occupies rank first in one case, third or fourth 

in ten cases and fifth in ten cases. It may be hypothesized 

fehat the altered ^Social" position indicates that tha milieu 

of a smaller fasnily Is less favorable to the development of 

altruistic attitudes, and th®t a tendency t© place a Higher 

premium on the transient and utilitarian, evidenced by the 

liifiber ranking of the "Economic" value for this group points 

ur> the possibility that the relative weakening of attention 

to the needs of others result's hi c heigh toned interest in 

thInns personaIIy usefuI, 

16 Eduerd »Vra»».3er, tip. C.i.t.. p. 179. 
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Table XII,- Rank distribution of values 
in the common pottern for seminarians from 
families of three children or less. N:36 

Dsnlf 

Value —|- 2 3 3 — 5 — 5 -

Religious 

Social 

Economic 

*a 

6 

1 

10 

# 

0 

0 

13 

5 

0 

2 

5 

0 

2 

10 

0 

2 

* 

a Ths asterisks mark the common pattern for the 
ent i re sampIe 
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Several investigations seem to support this hypoth­

esis. Deleox'^, in a sociological survey of vocations in 

Belgium, reports that for the group of 2000 children he 

studied, there was a greater tendency towards the priesthood 

in those from families having four or more children. 

Kauffmann , In a study of male religious vocations in France, 

found likewise that prospective vocations cams mainly from 

larger families of lower socio-economic levels. In a study 

of personal valuas as related to religious backgrounds. 

Woodruff * found that higher religious values were associated 

with low interest in wealth, formal society life and political 

power. 

The significance of rank difference for- eech of tho six 

values was reported in Tables VI to XI inclusive of Chapter III, 

One significant difference was found, and that for the "Aesth­

etic" value. It was noted that those seminarians who had 

attended non-Catholic high schools placed the "Aesthetic" 

value significantly higher than those who had attonded Cath­

olic high school, and this between the 0,01 end 0.02 levels 

17 P.Deleoz, 3.J., Pour quo j go Sent-j Is Pas Prc^rcs?, 
Peria, Casterman, 1954, P« 9. 

18 M. Kauffmann, 0.P,, "Enquete sur les Vocations Re-

19 A.0. Woodruff. "Personal Values and Religious Back­
grounds", J. Sec. Psychol. Vol. 22, 1945, p. 141-147. 
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of confidence. It roay be argued V>ct a possible difference 

of curriculum with greater ectasia on : h« fine arts in the 

non—Cathot ic schools would account i'or ts is fact. Jowever, 

specific research in chis an&a w&u^d b© n®&d<&d to clarify 

th© issue. 

In the difference© approach»itvj significance are found 

first th® "Theoretical" value ranked higher by those in their 

first two years of training. This m jht suggest that trueh 

is seen and appreciated at first in it© taor»© abstract value, 

and later, in th® last years of training, rather os, the vohlcle 

of verities of religious connotation and value. Use four 

years of theological studies? ®nd pastoral training following 

the first two of philosophical considerations would seen to 

favor this shift in emphasis. 

It its noted secondly, that those in poorer health 

rank "Aesthetic" hifjher with a difference approaching slrnif-

ieanee, whereas the healthier students approach a significant­

ly higher rank for tS«e ''Political" value. it could tv hypo­

thesised that the healthier would .so more apt to develop and 

express to sorsro degree the will to ;->ower due to the-ir 

abundant energy resources, whereas tin iess ''*eolthy .«ot r.;, 

ivuc'v <l'y w®y of conpennst ion az, I'rof1 z. orwoter o .>v^v^*jnl ty for-

20 Eduard Sprenger, 0». Cit.. p. 189. 
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observation and reflexion, would discover the satisfaction 

and value of pondering the beautiful. 

Lastly, those from families of four or more children 

tend to rank "Religious" higher than those of the smaller 

families. This difference is closely related to, and in­

volved In, the discussion of the pattern variance of Table 

V, where it waa noted that in the non-conforming ranks, 

"Religious" dropped to second place in ten instances. The 

argument of greater social development and sensitivity In 

larger femillas might very well apply here too. 

In Chapter I, three studies were eeen thet made use 

of the 1931 edition of the Study of Values. McCarthy21, by 

mssns of a battery of toots, exemined 85 major seminarians 

and 144 minor seminarians in an ottsmpt to devolop an effec-
22 

tive personality testing program. His rssutts on the 

Study of Values for the major seminarians show s pattern 

identical to that found in this study, but for the minor 

seminorions only the "Religious" value coincides, with 

"Social" third end •Economic" fourth. It will be recalled 

that those from smaller families in the present study ranked 

"Economic" twenty times third, fourth or fifth. It wee 

21 Thoe, J. McCarthy, "Personality Traits of Semln-
*£*%*"}*£ S|y»«s i* Psvcnoloay and Psychiatry. Vol. 5, 

22 Idem, !&£., p. 16. 
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argued that this may be due to the weaker social influences 

and greater tendency to attend to the utilitarian. In the 

case of the minor seminarians a contributory ceusse M ght be 

found in the relatively now community life they are living 

which as yet has not evoked the level of altruistic be­

havior possible in the later years of seminary life. 

In Umr study of I4S feraefe novices Sister Richards 

Peters 3 used, among other tests, the 1931 Study of Values, 

but because of the relatively low reliability of the "Social" 

scale reported by the authors , she has reported on the five 

other values only • The novices rank "Religious" first, 

"Aesthetic" second, and "Economic" last or fifth, agreeing 

with the pattern of this study in two of the three ranks. 
Id 

Burke , in a study aimed at discovering a battery 

of testa for predicting success in minor seminarians, reports 
27 

on the ranks of the six values of the Study of ¥a|ues_ . Only 
in the "Religious" is the pattern similar to that of this study. 

23 Sister Richards Peters, "A Study of th© intercorrel-
at Ion of Personality Traits among a Group of Novices in Re­
ligious Communities", in Studies in Psychology ami Psychiatry. 
Vol. 5, No. 7, 1942, 38 p. 

24 Allport, Vernon, Lindzoy, pp. pit., 1951, p. 6, 

25 Sister Richards Peters, Op, Cit.. p. 13. 

26 Henry R. Burke, S.S., Personalitv Traits of Success­
ful ^inor Seminarians, Washington, Catholie University or 
America Press, 1947, vii-65 p, 

27 Idem. Ibid., p. 21. 



IhTTRPRCTATION OF RESULTS 52 

The "Economic" is third, higher again than the fourth pos­

ition It held for the minor seminarians in the study of 

McCarthy , This would seem to further support the hypoth­

esis that minor seminarians have not as yet the hierarchy of 

values that places altruism before tha utilitarian. However, 

a study of minor seminarians using the 1951 or i960 edition 

29 

of the Study of Values with the Improved "Social* scale 

might help clarify this point. 

The null hypothesis stated no significant variation 

of value pattern would be found for the group notwithstanding 

variations in personal background. First It was discovered 

that a three part pattarn existed for the group. When the 

variations in this pattern due to variations in personal back­

ground were submitted to tests of significance it was found 

that for the twelve factors under discussion only one case of 

significant difference was found, that involving faraily size, 

A study of the renk variance for each value in terms of the 

personal factors showed a significantly higher rank solely 

for the "Aesthetic" value among those having &ttendad non-

Catholic high schools, Since the hypothesis stated that no 

variation in pattern would occur, it would be rejected only 

28 Thos. J. S4cCarthy, pp. Cit.. p, 10. 

29 Allport, Vernon, Ltndzey, OP. Cit,. I960, p. 9. 
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in part because for the twelve paired variations in bads-

ground, one instance of statistically significant vari­

ation of the pattern was found, ®nd only one significant 

variation of rank among th© six values. It may be stated 

then, that th© null hypothesis would have to be accepted for 

the total picture, &nd rejected only in part for the vari­

ations noted. 

Although it was stated in Chapter 111 that the scores 

of the Study of Values, being measures of relative strength 

of the six "values", do not perrait the calculation of group 

m&atm and standard deviations, it will be of interest to com­

pare the test results of this study with those of a group of 

fifteen theological students for whoiss the authors of the test 

report means and sigraaŝ  » Since raw data for this group 

were not available , group weans and sigraas were calculated 

for the seventy-one seminarians of this study for purposes of 

comparison. These data, as also the group means and stgesas 

for the thirty-one theological students reported by th® 

authors In I960 , appear in Table XIII. 

When these data ore examined In terms of value pattern 

30 Sdesa, Ib id . . 1951, P. SO. 

31 ^mf}pJ^jm:,mmf}iimm^^$)& . ^hpr , , l e t t e r of 
Gordon w, Allport, professor of Harvard University, dated 
October 7, 1955. 

32 Allport, Vernon, Lindzey, ,%?„. fjt" I960, p. 14. 
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TaSle X » * l , - .'loains, s i j ruvs ^nd raf^'i. on 
tho S tudy o f Values f o r t h e e x - e r i - n e n t a l g roup 
€ n J t h e :*,o~Qroup"? of° 11»eo! o ~ ] &c,i ^tisde«r«:-> r « 
p o r t e d by A l l p o r t , Vernon an Lin^ 'zcy, 

Groups 

A .V.L . I95I A.V.L.I?0O r : x . r r i r ^ n J . n I 
Va lues J ' : l j ( J 3 I -jroup *s7l 

• ban ->,D. Hank f-oan >'• '• f ank Mean S.P, Rank 

o 

T h e o r e t i c a l 3 5 . J 7 5 .82 5 3 2 . I r J . 7 6 5 3 7 . " 5 . 2 " 4 

Economic 2 7 . 6 7 .16 6 2 6 . 9 5 7 „ : u -. " J . S „̂»f 7 

• tcs-/- .otic 4 0 . 7 3 7 .97 3 3 9 . 0 2 7.01 ?. 3^5-t' 7 . 7 3 5 

S o c i a l 4 5 . 2 5 .79 2 4 9 . " 5.51 1 ^,5 6 . 0 2 

r o l i t i c a l 36 .S 1.74 4 3 5 . 8 2 5 . 6 3 4 ?'-.\ %C3 : 

R e l i g i o u s 5 4 . 2 5.')7 I 5 7 . 0 6 7 .* ' : f 5 3 . ?. *.79 ! 
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it can be seen that the tri-part pattern'""'' found by the 

ranking oethod of this study corresponds to the ranks of 

these three values in the schemata of means for t?»e three 

oroups. If the weans of tho /41!port, Vernon, Lindsay 

©acsple of fifteen theological students * are cosnpared t© 

those of the seventy-one seminarians oT ti'iio tvtudy nou-c of 

the differences of the means is found to 2*e significantly 

different. If the six means of the I960 group of 31 theo­

logical students are compared to those of th® wajor semin­

arians of this study, four significant difference© in the 

"Theoretical", "Economic", "Social", and"Reliylous" values 

are noted, in which, due to the measure of relative strength, 

the weaker "Theoretical" and "Economic" values of tha 

Allport, Vernon, Llndzey sample allow for the stronger "Social 

and "Religious" scores in the group. 

Since the data just presented cannot be examined in 

relation to deviation in personal background. It is not poss­

ible to relate them directly to the hypothesis of thia ŝ e-

search. However St is of academe interest to note tl«t the 

coramon pottern of tho group in this study is observed like­

wise in the groups reported *:y \18port, Vernon ..md llndzey. 

33 "Religious"* first, "Social" second, "'"Economic" 
sixth, 

34 Allport, Vernon, Llndzey, 0|g>.. „-~„it». 1V5S, p, 10. 
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In the following section tho results of tho re­

search arm summer I xsd, conclttsioos are presented and a few 

recommendations nado that might load to further research. 



SUMMARY AKL) CCMCl.LT ICT-" 

This research was carried out for the purpose of 

studyins the relative strength and patterning of values 

sarong a group of 71 Franco-American major seminarians with 

varying personal background, training for the priesthood in 

five seminaries in the United States and Canada, Their 

ages varied from 2C to 32 years. 

The research tools consisted of the Study of Values 

by Allport, Vernon and Lindxey based on the six personality 

"types" of Spranger, and of a personal data questionnaire. 

The personal data thus obtained permitted the eatafcl ishjaent 

of twslv© areas of variance allow!no for the pairing of the 

group for each area. 

It was hypothesized that there would be no variance 

in value pattern for the group and this notwithstanding vari­

ations in personal beckaround. 

The question of religious vocation as related to home, 

school &nd church environment is a corollary of the main 

problem and indications of relevance arising from an examin­

ation of pattern and rank variance among the values in re­

lation to varying background were under observation. 

An examination of the ranked values yielded a three 

part pattern for the group: "Religious" first, "Social" 

second and "Economic" sixth, with the other values failing to 

show consistent patterning. When pattern variation in terms 

of ths twelve areas of variation west studied, the difference 
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of pattern for Only ons of tho twelve categories proved 

to be statistically significant, that of family also, 

where those seminarians from families of four or more 

children showed the greater conformity. When the variation 

In rank for each of the six values in sccordance with vari­

ation in personal data was examined it wee found that of the 

seventy-two possibilities for variance, only one proved 

statistically significant between the 0.02 and 0.01 levels 

of confidence, where seminarIone who nod attended non-Cath­

olic high schools ranked higher In ths "Aesthetic" velue 

then those from Catholic high schools. 

In terms of Spranger's theory, the common pattern 

found for the group depicts tho seminarians as having re­

latively little interest in the material benefits of living, 

but rather in life's more embracing aspects under the direction 

of a Supreme Being, expressed and realised in social en­

counter. 

The two significant variations discovered do not permit 

ths complete rejection of the hypothesis of no variation in 

pattern, however they reIso important issues for further re­

search. 

Tho higher ranking of the "Aesthetic1* value by those 

seminarians having attended non-Catholic high schools prompts 

s feeling of concern for the cultural life of seminarians. 

It may be postulated that insufficient attention is given te 
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appreciation of tho beautiful in minor seminaries and 

Catholic high schools, leading to refative insensitivity to 

those values ao necessary to the personal enrichment of sem­

inar ions. Tito ramifications of this richer cultural back­

ground arte of such importance in personal «djust&ent, liturg­

ical expression end the diversified exercise of pastoral 

duties that the advisability ef investigation of this problem 

would seeui strongly indicated. 

Surveys hav« shown that religious vacations tand to 

come from larger families. The present study showed that 

those frorc small f^mjlirs varied *rom the cowwrt pattern 

tar&nly In terms of a lower rank for the "Social" value. It 

would be ef Interest to fees the ranking of this value by groups 

of non-sen:? nor i ans from homes of various? sizes in relation to 

their involvement In religion or interest in religious life. 

The consistently high ranking of the "Religious" value 

would seem to indicate that this particular scale might lack 

the sensitivity required for finer differentiation. An exam­

ination of the ranking of this value for a large number of 

generally active religious lay people might cast souse light on 

this problem. 

The question might be raised as to whether or not re-

Ugious groups such as contemplative mtn& end sionks would pre­

sent value patterns Identical to that of the group in this 

study. A difference in patterning in this case would have 
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important bearing on the uso of the Study of Values for 

the purpose of studying prospective vocations. 

Research in these and related problems is needed 

for a greater understanding of the personality structure 

of those engaged in, preparing for or contemplating the life 

of secular priest or religious. 
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PERSONAL DATA SHEET 

Names Seminary: 

The Number on my Test Booklet Is: 

1. I em franco-American because of my; 

Father's ancestry Mother's Both 
(underline one) 

2. My age 1st 

3. Underline your status in Seminary; 

1st Phil 2nd Phil Ist Theot 2nd Theol 

3rd Theol 4th Theol 

4. I am studying for •.....•.•.••......••..••Diocese, 

5. My home town is •««•••• in the State of ••••..••••,.••• 

6. I have received the following Ordersj (underline) 

Tonsure Porter Lector Exorcist Acolyte Sub-Deacon 

Deacon 

7. There are ••••• children in our family: .... boys and 

,... girls. 

8. 1 am the 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th Sth 9th I Oth 

11th 12th child (underline one) 

9. Are you sure you have marked on this sheet the number of 
your test booklet? 

10. Are any of your brothers or sisters priests, nuns or lay 
brothers? Your father? Specify : 
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II. Have you any first cousins, uncles or aunts, who are 
priests, nuns or lay brothers? Specify s 

12. Old there exist a close friendship bstween you and your 
pastor, his curateUJ, or another prlest(s) of your 
home town? 

(under!ins one) Ves No 

13* I attended elementary school in a . 

Catholic School Public School (underline one) 

(4. I attended High School In « t 

Catholic School Public School (underline one) 

I5» I was an altar boy from age •••• 

I was navar an altar boy ..,, (mark with an X) 

16. I was age •»•• when I first seriously considered the 
religious vocation, 

17* Did you attend a Minor Seminary before Philosophy? 

Yes No (underline one) 

IS. I started to see a spiritual director regularly 
at age .... 

19. Did you work a full year (or more) before entering semin­
ary? Yes No (underline one) 

20. Have you entered the number of your test booklet at the 
top of this questionnaire? 

21. I enjoy t excellent health moderate health 

poor health (underline one) 

22. I belonged to the following diocesan or parochial organ­
isations 3 
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23m In elementary school 1 was taught by t 

Nuns Brothers (underline one if it applies) 

24* In high school I was taught by : 

Nuns Brothers (underline one if it applies) 
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VALUES MEASURED BY THE STUDY Of VALUES 

1. The Theoretical* The dominant Interest of the 
theoretical man is the discovery of truth. In ths pursuit 
of this goal he characteristically tokos a "cognltlw atti­
tude, one that looks for identities and differences; one 
that divests itself of judgments regarding the beauty or 
utility of objects, and seeks only to observe and to reason. 
Since the interests of the theoretics! man are empirical, 
critical, and rational, he is necessarily an Intel I actualist, 
frequently a scientist or philosopher. His chief aim in 
life Is to order and systematise hi© knowledge. 

2. Tho Economic. The economic man is character 1st-
leslly interested In what Is useful. Based originally upon 
the satisfaction of bodily needs (self-preservation), the 
interest in utilities develops to embrace the practical 
affairs of the business world - the production, marketing, and 
consumption of goods, the elaboration of credit, and the accum­
ulation of tangible wealth. This typo is thoroughly "pract­
ical" and conforms well to the prevailing stereotype of the 
average American business man. 

3. The Aesthetic. The aesthetic man sets his highest 
value in form and harmony. Each single experience is judged 
from the standpoint of grace, symmetry, or fitness. He re­
gards life aa a procession of events; each single impression 
is enjoyed for its own sake. He need not be m creative art­
ist; nor nead he be effete; he is aesthetic if he but finds 
his chief interest in the artistic episodes of life. 

4. The Social. The highest value for this type is 
love of people. In the Study of Values it Is the altruistic 
or philanthropic aspect of love that is measured. The social 
man prises other persons as ends, and is therefore himself 
kind, sympathetic, and unselfish. He Is likely to find the 
theoretical, economic, and aesthetic attitudes cold and in­
human. In contrast to the political type, the social man 
regards love as Itself the only suitable form of human rela­
tionship. Spranger adds that in its purest form the social 
interest is selfless and tends to approach very closely to 
the religious attitude. 

I Cordon W. Allport, Philip E. Yernon and Gardner 
Lindsay, Manual of Directions for the Study of Values, Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1951, p. !3-!'4. 
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5. The Political. The political roan is interested 
primarily in power. His activities arm not necessarily with­
in the narrow field of politics; but whatever his vocation, he 
betrays himself ea a Machtmensch. Leeders in any field gen­
erally have high power value. Since competition and struggle 
play a large part In ell life, many philosophers have seen 
power as the most universal and most fundamental of motives. 
There are, however, certain personalities in whom the desire 
for e direct expression of this motive is uppermost, who wish 
above all else for personal power, influence, and renown, 

6. The Religious. The highest value of the religious 
man may be called unity. He is mystical, and seeks to compre­
hend the cosmos ss e whole, to relate himself to its embracing 
totality, Spranger defines the religious man as one "whose 
mental structure is permanently directed to the creation of 
the highest and absolutely satisfying value experience,". 
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ABSTRACT OF 

of a Group of Franco-American MoJor Seminarians 

Previous studies have examined general personality 

structure, prediction of perseverance, interests and ad­

justment among major and minor seminarians. No specific 

study of value patterning among major seminarians was re­

ported however. 

Tho purpose of this research was to determine whether 

or not the values measured by the Allport, Vernon, Lindzey 

Study of Values would shew a specific pattern for a group of 

Franco-American major seminarians notwithstanding variations 

in personal background. 

The Study of Values and a personal data sheet were ad­

ministered to 71 Franco-American major seminarians in five 

seminaries in the United States and Canada. The values for 

each seminarian were ranked in order of relative strength and 

the results examined for possible pattern. Twelve areas of 

variance were chosen from the personal data permitting the 

pairing of the group in extremes for each araam The vari­

ants in the common pattern for each of the twelve paired 

areas, and the variants in relative strength of each value for 

*c *^t^'tTh?8S8 A* F**»nce*ur, master's thesis presented to 
* ??»2i* ^yeheieay «f the University of Ottawa, Ontario, 
August 1963, 
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these areas were studied for significance. 

An examination of the ranked values revealed a 

pattern placing tho Religious value first. Social value 

second and Economic value sixth. The only significant 

variation In this pattern occurred in the ease of those 

seminarians from families having three children or less as 

compared to those of four children or more with the larger 

family showing significantly greater conformity to the common 

pattern. A study of the variation in the relative strength 

of each value occasioned by variation In the personal data 

rsvealed one significant difforence with those having attend­

ed a non-Catholic high school ranking the Aesthetic value 

significantly higher than those having attended a Catholic 

high school. 

It was suggested that the smeller family provided a 

milieu less favorable to the development of altruistic atti­

tudes. With regard to the higher aesthetic ranking by those 

having attandad non-Catholic high school the hypothesis of 

greater attention to aesthetics in these non-Catholic institu­

tions was proposed. 

Since the null hypothesis stated that no significant 

variation of value pattern would be found for the group not­

withstanding variations in personal background, the results 

uphold this hypothesis in the main, exception made for the two 

significant differences noted. 
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The need for further reeearch was suggested with re-

®*i*4 to the relationship between family size and religious 

interest and value. It was noted likewise that the religi­

ous scale on the Study of Values might, with profit, be 

tested for sensitivity perhaps on a large group of generally 

active religious lay people. 


