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Although man has shown an intercst in personal-
ity structure aend development through the ages, it was
not unti! the twenieth century that this study teok on
wider, more practical, and, for the most part, more scien-
tific proportions,

The realization that o bettesr undepstandinge of the
sick or maladjusted mind made wore efficient therapy poss-
ible, motivated workers in this area of personal ity study.
The deveiopment of industry and of education drew attention
to the need of accurate description of the normal personal-
ity in terms of common fTactors and individusl Jdifferences,

This study meant the development of personal ity
theories, Their application gave rise to tests based on
these descriptions, Today, as & result, it is possible
for the research worker to choose amongst e variety of in-
struments Tor assessing porscnal ity

Hot all such investigetions in clinie, industey
and school may be undertaken with equal facility however,
The study of Rowan Jatholic seminarians Tor example, pre-
sents many probieme, os is evidenced in the refative pauc-
ity of scientific studies in this field,

There has been much controversy over the very
nature of religious vocation., dlthoush the Noman Catholic
Church has cleare? olis Jifficalty ~4 least in part, she

warns against abuse in the paycholonicel cosessoment fF
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The Fitar:.ue— ranorts a sunbor o F such slodios todel
attempt Lo ssbablicl it appropricte o ad aoonp aeble cesting
orogram (or candidates or to examine certain personal ity
facliore in these young e

The preson! wor . inkuds to investicate poagitie
value patterns 2monost & group of major seminarians. A
swarch for relatiovnship Letween these patterns, family cone
stel lations and certein environmental fucters will alse be
attempted,

in o first part theorotical consideratisns 27 ralig-
ious vocation will be dealt with snd o review of the §iture
ature of peycholoegical testing in this field presentad, A
precise statement of the hypothesin to be tesred in the sbudy
will end this part,

A mecond part will deal with the towls of research,
the populaetion under conslderation and the eaxperisentaol proe
cedure, In & third part, the datae will be presented and
analyseds The results will then be Jiscussed and sw.marizad,

amnd possible conclusions drawn,



CHAPTER |
THE FSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY OF RELIGIOUS VoL ATEIW

This study wishes to attempt o contribution to the
understanding and guidence of religicus vocation by examin-
ing value patterns in a group of Franco-American major ses-
inarians,

There are several fundamental areas of difficulty
involved in such a study, The very nature of vocation to
the priesthood in the Roman Catholic Church has given rise
to much debate through the years, Further, the type of test
that might prove suitable for investigation in this area, and
the mind of the Church on the problem, likewise present diffi-
culty, This first chapter will study these cuestions and ox~
amine the psychological studiex that have been carried out in
the area of religious vocation,

I« The Nature of Yocation to the Priesthood,

In a study of this kind it seems appropriate to begin
by stating the official position of the Church on the nature
of religious vecation,

There is agreement on one basic principle. Vocation
to the priesthood is of divine origine, God chooses men and

not vice verse; men do not become priests by ﬁeif~ap§aintmentg.

| Hebrews, Vv, 4.
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How then does God make His will manifest? That is the
problen,

The divergent views on the question may be reduced
mainly to two: the "Attraction®” theory and the “Fitness” or
*|doneity” theory, The former speaks of a subjective feal-
ing or inclination for the priestheod, the latter of a fit-
nesa in the candidate, to be recognized by the bishops of
the Church whe then announce the “Vocatien®™ by the calling te
Orders?,

The earlier "Attraution‘.thuory; that required waiting
for a type of internal inspiration, partock of the error of
quietism, ,which held that Ged would enter the soul on condi~-
tion that it remain completely inert and which was condemnad
by ianocent Xlg. Carr, in a study of the canonical concept
of vecation te the priesthood states, in reference to this
theory, that the law of the Church has never bsen satisfied to
pernit the issuance of an ecclesiastical call to Orders predi-

cated on a merely gratuitous assumption that e particular

2 F..,‘I Do Duffe CeS.Ce T’-QSEM the ggigig, St.
l"su ¥,4 Poe ’

Louis, B, Herder,
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individual has been divinely called to the holy pricsthood4.

in 1909 Canon Lahitton attacking the "Attraction”
theory, proposed the theory of ”ldoneity”s and @ heated
controversy sprang up which required the intervention of Rome.
The official pesition was stated in a letter to Lahitton from
Cardinal Merry Del Val, July 2, l9l26. in this publication
the existence of a previous inclination as a sign was not
ruled out, However Rome supported Canon Lahitton’s position
that no one could claim the right to be ordained before re-
ceiving the call of the Bishop who based his decision on the
study of fitness in the candidate and not merely on an inclin-
ation er inspiration,

Thus, the study of natural signs in determining those
who should be accepted as condidates was Firmly established.
in his encyclical on the Holy Priesthood, Pius X! reaffirms
this stand, and insists on 2 most careful examination of cand-

7

idates’,

Thus we see further application and support of the

4 Aidrian Carr, 0.F.M. Conv., Vocation to the Priest-
%ﬁggi lt'f Qaagnggal Qogggﬂﬁ, doctoral thesis presented a
e Latholic University of America, 1950, vii-124 p.

5 Canon Joseph Lahitton, La Vocatien Sacerdotale
Paris, Beauchesne, 4 ed., 1914, xvii~ De

6 Acta Apostolicae Sedis, Vol. i f July |
1912, . 480 8, Vol. 4, issue of July 15,

Truth Society, l955%gsgﬁﬁgglls—u—ﬂﬁﬂ-_u_llw ondon, Catholic
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principle that nature conditions the activity of graceg.
St.Thomas reminds us, too, that nature fits us for certain
activities and duties beyond the purely natural realugo
Within the context of vocetion to the priesthood it would
seem then to be the plan of divine providence that the study
of the nature of a candidate should aid in recognizing the
call, and in planning the training for vocation to the priest-
hood'c. The study of natural factors is an affair of sonme
del icacy however, because the |ine of demarcation between
them and the supernatural element is never sharply defined,
For this reason the Church proceeds with utmost caution, in
the following part of this chapter the attitude of the Church
towerds psychological study of candidates to the priesthood
will be examined,
2. The Church and Psychological Studies.

Canen law makes it clear that the decision of the
bishop to call a candidate to Holy Orders must be based on
moral certitude that the ordinand has the reguired canonical

idoneity'l, and that careful study and search for this Fitness

8 Co Truhlar, 3.J., “Human Nature and the Spiritual

Life", §begiogz Digest, Vol. 5, No., I, issue of Winter 1957,
Poe 34"3 .

9 St, Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, la~ilae,
q.63' ' s Co

10 Ivo Thomas, 0.P., "Love and Law”, Blackfriars,
Vol, 21, Ne, 247, issue of October 1940, p. 599-607.

i1 Codex Juris Canonici, c. 538,
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’2. Plé has stated that the sacred

must be carried out
character of the grace of vocation makes it & serious oblig-
ation for us to use every possible means to avoid mistakes

in this investigationl3.

The thoroughness and moral certitude that are imper-
ative may result solely from careful study and observation.
There are those who would consider competent and common sense
observation adequate in such a case, but one would be inclined
to agree with ciapnéiﬂu that such a precedure would imply the
existence of an aptitude to judge and conclude from immediate-~
ly available evidence without the need of eontrol'4. The ex-
istence of such an aptitude is highly improbable. what; then,
would constitute apprepriate study technique? What would
supply “rational, sure and objective criteria by which to
Judge and diagnose the dispositions of seminary candidataa"‘s?

Respecting canonical indications and the warning of
Pius X! te deal cautiously with the natural in relation to the

12 Codex Juris Canonici, c. 1353.
13 A, Plé O.P.,

%flia%gugg, dans upp | eme
viraison du 15 aout, ‘

14 Ed. Clapareds, Ps
Experimentale, Paris, Delac

i5 Joao Antonio Nabaia, a Vocation Sacerdotale a la
miere de ia Theologie e la Psyechologie, dans la ev

= - o h i
3¢ Universite d’0t N » VO o 40, noe 4, yraisgn d?octobre~

e cemb g S vy Pe 4 Je
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mrmmCM, ressareh workers have endesavored to find
inatruments and techniques sdequate to the task,

The stand of tho Church with respect to these invest-
igations may be glesned from her reaction to them. A number
of such studies from the departments of Psychology of the
Cathol ic University of Washington, Ottawa University and the
Uiniversity of Leuvain, offer evidence of the type of research
do.erlhod; carried out under Cathof ic auspices.” These
studies will be identified and outlined in the third part of
this chapter, At the "Fordham institute on Religious and
Sacerdotal Voeoﬁom’; in the sumeer of 1953, Father William
C. Bior, S.4.'7, presented papers dealing with the problem of
evaluating enndidates fer the priesthoad and of setting wp
appropriate testing programs, The Church would, it seems,
have voiced a protest if such studies were out of order, She
did not, Further, three seriocus works by Felix 0. Duffey,
c.8.¢.!8, Rene Blot, M.D., snd Plerre Galimard, M.0.!?, and

16 Plue X1, Divini 111ius Megietri, New York, Paulist
Press, 1930," p. 2s. . o

17 Wim, C, Bier, S.J., “Paychelogical Tnstin of Candi-
dates and the Theolegy of Voccﬂonm o Ce
Vol. 12, Mo, G, issue of Noveabe: l§ and®
“praetical Requlrements of a Progran for tl.n Psycholonie :
Screening ef Candidates”, W&, 13, No. i,
i ssue of January 15, !954, Pe

'8 Felix D, Duffny, c.SOCO' %- Cit., Pe 7

19 Rene Biot and Pierre Galimard, m_gg_'v%ig_t_g
Yosations, Yestminster, Maryland, Newman Press, . Xx=303 p.
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Antoine Benko, S.J., and Ceanon Joseph Nuttinzo

, interpret
Rome’s words as permitting the discreet and prudent use of
psychological testing techniques in studying candidates to
the priesthood. Lastly Pius Xil, when addressing the inter-
national lnstitute of Statistics spoke favorably of the use
that had been made of scientific method and statistics in
studying problems of faith and prnuticuZ‘

The following section attempts a survey of scienti~
fic studies in the area of vocation,

3. Literature on Paychological Studies of Vocation,

For purposes of clarity and order these studies will
be presented not in chronological order but rather according
to wethod of approach, Seven divisions suggest themselves:
inquiry techniquas, prediction, general peraonality surveyas,
the study of single traits, studies of interests, rate and
causes of mortal ity, and, finally, degree of personal adjust-

ment ™

20 Antoine Benko, et Joaeph Nuttsn, %ﬂgﬂgg_ggﬁﬁﬁrggn;
sl ite Chez les Candidats a la Pre i Snuvasn, 1c-
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Inquiry Techniques. = In a study by K&u??manngz of
the efficiency of different modes of inquiry it is note.
that purely statistical investigations, though limited in
certain ways, have great value. lie then proceeds to en=
umepate Factors in the personal background of seminarians
that may bear investigation, such as age rasges, family
origin, educational level of parents, degree of cul ture and
age when vocation was firat seriously considered. lie reports
that in prel iminary investigations he carried cut in France,
these factors seem to have a bearing on the type and number
of religious vocations, and stresses the necessity of further
investigation of the relationship that mey exist between such
factors and religious vocation,

Prediction, ~ Two works on prediction are worthy of
note here, Eur&ez3 investioated the pessibility of establish-
ing a battery of tests and cuestionnaires that would predict
the success of young seminarians, Iin @ atudy on 282 minor
seminarions he emnloyed fourteen instruments in a search for
their predictive value, These instruments included amongst

others, a test of general intelligence, two tests of adjust-

. 22 M, Kauffmann, 0.P., A Propos d'une Tnoudte sur les
Vocations Religieuses Masculines en France, dons le Supplement
a Vie Soirituellc, no. 30, fiveaison du 15 septembre, 10505,

Ce =335,

23 lienry R, Burke, S.3,, Personality Treits of Succes. -

ful Minor Semigaggaﬂﬁ, doctoral thesis presented at tlie Lath-
olic Hniveraity of Americe, (947, vii=63%,
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ment, achievement tests, and the 1931 edition of the 3Study
of Values. He discevered three hierarchical triads of
traits or factors, but declares that the study indicated that
ths best predictive index for minor seminarians were the re~
sults of the objective achievement tests in Latin end English.

Sterm24, tested the predictive value of an individual
intell igence test, thres projective personality tests and a
questionnaire. The population consisted of a small number of
students in a Midwestern theological seminary, 8y comparing
the results of these tests to subjective criteria provided by
the seminary staff, he concluded that the instruments used,
particularly the projective tests, provided a picture in
general agreement with evaluations of the faculty.

Personal ity surveys, = In the area of general surveys

25

of personal ity traits in seminarians, McCarthy™, using a
group verbal intelligence test, a measurs of personality, one
of adjustment, and the 1931 edition of the Study of Values,
discovered two “g” factors, among a group of 85 major and {44
minor seminarians, one of a schizoid nature and one indicating

general fitness for seminary life.

24 GC.G. Stern, ”haaoasing Theological Student Person-
otz-Stvucturu’, Journal of P ral Care, Vol, 8, 1954,

25 Thomas J. MeCarthy, “Personality Traits of Semin-
arians”, §§g§§§g Eg ?gngolnaz and Paychlatry, Vol. 5, No, 4,
jissue of une Ps
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26 studied a group of 148

Sister Richarda Peters
female novices in religious communities, She employed a
reting scale, an interview and a battery of psychological
tests including the 1931 edition of the Study of Values, for
the purpose of discovering characteristic traits and inter-
eots, On the Study of Yalues, the novices ranked “religious”
value {irat and "aesthetic” second, From analysis of the
other psychological test results three groups of traits
emerged: one of undesirable characteristics, one of social ad-
Justments and the last of emotional control. The Bernreuter
Personal ity Inventory showed the novices ¢o be well adjusted
on the whole but lower in selfesufficlency than the groups of
women for whem norms were published,

Single treaits, = Three studies concern themselves
with single tralits among seminarians, Ca!pinzy invesatigated
the trait of introversion-extroverszion in a group of 185 major

and minor seminarians. The Bernreuter Persons

was administered and scored for the single trait, He dis~
covered a marked tendency to introversion, particulariy be-

yond the second ysar of minor seminary studies. The study

26 Sister Richarda Peters, 0.5.B., "A Study of the
Intercorreletions of Personal jty Traits Awmong a Group of

Novices in Rel jgious Communities” Stgggag in Pgiﬁhgiﬁgz and

Pavehiatry, Vo‘. 5, No, 7, issue of Decen *, R De
onges

% &e]r

[ _Seninariang - 2518 presented af the Cathe
olic Univeraity of America, 1939, v-46 p.
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does not disclose or discuss possible causes for this,
Depcauxzs, in a study of mascul inity among 100 lrish-

American seminarians, using the Terman and Miles Scale of

Mascul inity-Femininity found, for this group, a far greater

mascul inity than that reported by Termen and Miles in 1925
for a group of 40 seminarians.

The relationship between religious attitude and con-
servative-radical attitude was studied by Voorzg. The
Genersl Attitudinal Value Profile of Kerr was employed, meas-

uring conservative-radical attitude in the five areas of pol-

itics, economics, religion, social and aesthetic values. The
subjects were 251 students in two seminaries. The results
show these young men to be verv conservative in the religious
field, and quite liberal in all other fields, with increased
conservatism in the religious Field among those in the final
years,

Interests, - Three atudies of interests among senmin-

arians may be reported, Lhota3° endeavored to develop and

28 Bernard F, Depeaux, The Masculinjty of !r%sh-APg-
ican Student Pri master’s thesis presented at the !iniv-
ersity of Ottawa |5§

0' Vi 5‘82 p.

29 Jos. H. Yoeor > tween the Rel jg-
le_and the VC' 3 *:tlgggg_g%ggg
® 2 “_ g r €3 & & 5 OO MS Gf’ 8
10 proaonted 3 T University o »mcrica, 1953,

v-38 p.

0 Brian Lhota, O.F. "V i i interests of Cath-
olic Prlgsts' S ? a, Psa' ol oeagzgng gi r ngs. ?:1
No. |, issue o anuary, , vii=40 pe
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appraise a vocational interest scale. The 3t § 8
Blenk wes administered to 262 diocesan prieats and from these
data & clerical interest scale was developed and val idated on
a group of 208 mejor seminarians, The scale was used on the
records of 90 minor seminariana in their fourth year, 100 in
their first ycar; and 133 students in high school., The re-
latively small differences in mean scores and percentages of
interest ratings between the diocesan priests and the theo-
legical students indicated a high degree of validity for the
clerical interest scale., The results of the minor seminar-
tans were markedly different frem those of the high school
students, with the latter showing weak clerical interest.

It was suggested that this scale could be of great service

to vocational counselfors in indicating those having the vogo-
ational interssts which are charecteristic of representative
and successful Catholiec priests,

D‘Arey3' studjed the interests of foreign msissioners
and compared his findings to those presented by Lheta in his
clerical scale. For this purpese the Strong Intereat Blank
was cospleted by 320 missionary priests, Based on these

responses a new clerical scele was developed. He then pro-

> 31 Paul F, D'Arc% nstancy of Interes
(-3 FOCHT {0 21O i1 88

master’s thesis presented at the Cathelle Unjversity of

Amorica, 1954, iIx-54 p, Y
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ceeded to compare the interests of young and older seminar-
ians in order to study the constancy of the interest petterns.
It was discovered that the factor patterns underiying the in-
terests of adolescent and adult members were veery similar,
with a definite trend to homogensity as the ysars in seminary
progreesed,

Friadl32 argued that if the scales developed by Lhota
and D'Arcy measured interests of diocesan and missionary sem-
inariens, it should pradict those who are to succeed in these
respective arsas, He therefore studied the significance of
differences between the interests of 356 successful and 178
unsuccessful seminarians in a foreign mission society, He
found the differentiation reliable but too low for individual
prediction,

Perseverance, - Two atudies of perseverance and mortal-

33

ity are pertinent, Patterson * wished to study causes of
dropout between the years 1920 and 1929 in St. Anthony’s sem-
inary in Santa Barbara, He proceedod by examining school re-
cords, interviewing the seminary staff and inquiring by lettesr

of other seminaries of the seme oprder, The causes discovered

ﬂ!’EiEETElen; mastar a t es s:presentew
versity of America, 1942, 52 p,
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were loss of intention and lack of intellectusl, moral or
physical fitness., Sixty-five of the former seminarians
were questioned by letter regarding their leaving the sem-
inary. The dominating reason given by these young men was
lack of interest, which they attributed te poor individual
and personal guidance whilst in seminary, entering at too
early an aya; and baing at loose ends whilst on summer vace
ation.

?nrstyman34 likewise studied the problem of drepouts
in eight minor seminaries between the years 1935 and 1939,
A check~list and a questionnaire aimed at investigating
reasons for dropouts, were sent to the seminary superiors,
It was reported that lack of mental ability was largely re-
sponsible in the first and fourth years of minor seminary,
and that the mejor cause at all levels was the lack of dew
sire to continue, it is suggested that better orgeniz-
ation of the program of studies and of seminary discipline
might offer some relief to the situation, [t was felt that
the facters of poor guidance and unplanned vacations men-
tioned by Patterson, had a strong bearing on the problen,
Yerstymen feels, on the basis of his investigation, that sem-

inaries ignore Cenon 1363 in their overall negligence to

-

o 34 Raht. J. Vorstyncn, 0.5.4., A Sty dy, «P F; ;a‘ Fﬁh,ﬁ
L ) e at o5 i »_'w_a : ;_Lv t I th .a\v.‘“ ( m
presented at he Catho ¢ University o mariaa. 3948, !v—Sﬁ Pe
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supply edequate and detailed information on young men who
leave the seminary.

Psychological adjustment, - Four studies of the psych-
ological adjustment of seminariens bear examination, Benke
and Nuttinss employad the Wi
Javentory in studying 18l seminarians and 79 novices from
thres congregations with a control group of 100 university
students and 162 soldiers, It was concluded that this test

can provide valuable information on the relationship between
paychological adjustment of seminariana and their perseverance.
Houuvur; the test proved to be more accurate with regerd to
the novices than to the seainarians,

it was eoncludnd thet the Hinnesots
ggng_igz_lgégggggz, as part of a battery of tests, would be
a useful toel in the study of psychelogical adjustment,

Bicr36 wished to investigate the pasychological factors
that meke for good adjustment in students for the priesthood.
He employed the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory

to study whether or not the general norms of adjustment were

appl icable to the special group. His subjects consisted of
171 major seminarians, 208 medicel students, 121 dental

35 Antoine Benko et Joseph Huttin, op. cit., x=138 p.
36 Wim, C. Bier, S.J., “A Comparative Study of a Sem-

inary Group and Four Other Oroups on the M.M,P.1.” §§¥¥ig% in
g;fsgg]gg! and Paychiatry, Vol, 7, No, 3, issue: oF’Apr ¢
A 4ad Pe
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students, 55 law students, and 369 coliege students. He
discovered that this entire proup was less well adjusted than
the population at large and that within his group the semin-
artans were the leust well adjusted, showing the greatest
differences on the interest, the hypomania and the schizo-
phrenia seales, He concluded that the MMPl was useful in
measuring adjustment amongst seminariasns, but that the burden
of 'inter-group differentiation was carried by reiativiiy few
jtems, He noted that the wording of certain items acquired
specific meanings for seminarians and that, therefore, some
changes were needed in the secale for this specific group.

~”‘Euutrt37 wishaed to study the significance of differ-
ences in adjustment of a seminary group and a lay group., He
vaed the Mantal Health Analysis Test with 163 minor seminari-
ans and {72 Catholic cellege students., fHe concluded that
this instrument differentistes the two groups signifieantiy;
and that the scores generally show the sewminary group to be
the better adjusted.

Kallaysa studied the indicators of adjustment ond mal-

adjustment in the Rorschach pretocols of |9 candidates and 19

37 Charles Eggert, sonal ity Trends in Minor Semin-
3¥1§ﬁﬁi master’s thesis praaantg& at the : ic'fn'verscty
merica, 1948, 34 p.
38 Pau' Ge KG"ey,S N., orschach Meas ‘: % F AF‘F .
s B o ., el ¢

, er
atholic University of kmerica, !951

tﬁﬁﬂls prasanth at 7
ki Pe
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professed religious of the same order, A check-list wos de-
vised to summarize the Rorschach findings incorporating: per~
cent of responses to the ViIii, 1X, X cards, Sum C, Experience
Balance, presence or absence of FK, and content of colfor re-
sponses, A faculty rating scale and the Bernreuter Person-
ality Inventory were also used. The correlations between the
Rorschach check-list and the rating scale were found to be
0.49 for the students and 0,2] for the professed rellgious;
correlations with the Bernreuter were very low,

it was concluded that the Rorschach check~list as de-
vised is usoful as a first screoning of seminariens, but that
the value of o broader check-list should be investigated,

The review of these studies has revealed genersal and
speciflc surveys that aim at understanding the personality of
seninarians and of predicting success or failure in seminary.

Various single traits remsin to be studied, end
further work on interest acales seems indicated, Qther means
also muat be devised to help select and guide the seminarian.

4. The Purpose of This Study.
Burkq39, McCerthy40 and Sister Richarda Patere" used

39 H.W Ro B\”‘k@, S.S.' {}p. cst.,p. 9.
40 Thomas J. mcaf’thy, Op. Cit.,p. 6.
41 Sister Richerda Peters, Ce8.8a, Ope +ite, pe Oe
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the Study of Values, as part of a battery of tests, with

minor seminarians and female novices in an attempt to dis-
cover predictive indices, Specific value patterns were not
studied, however,

In this study it is intended to focus attention ex-
clusively on value patterns, and this at the major sewinary
level, Any patterning of values will be examined for vari-
ance in teraws of differences in age, level ol training, pos-
ition in the family, number of religious in the family, and
other differentiating personal facters to be presented fully
in Chapter I, The problem to he investigated may be stated
briafly in the form of the null hypothesia: There will be ne
significant differences in the patterns of values of major
seminarians, notwithstanding variations in age, level of
training and other personal background data,

Having presented a review of the [iterature and a
statement of the problem to be investigated, attention is now
turned in the following chapter to a discussion of tools of

research, the population under study and the experimental

procedure to be Tollowed,



CHAPTER i1

RESEARCH DESIGN

In the Ffirst chapter the nature of religious vocation
was examined. It became apparent that some natural elements
ere involved in this concept apart from the Divine Call,
Therefore it was seen that the Church favors a prudent and
careful study of the candidate’s personality in order to aid
him and his superiors in deciding whether or not he should
attempt the seminary life, and in directing his activities
intelligently during the period of training.

A review of the |iterature on studies of seminarians
was made which seened to reveal both the possibility and need
of further work in the field. it was stated that the pre-
sent study would investigate the area of value patterns and
their possible variation among major seminarians in the Roman
Catholic Church,

This secend chapter proposes to examine the tools of
ressarch, to describe the population under study and to dis-
cuss the experimental design,

$o The Tools of Research,

The Personal Data Sheet.~ The personal date sheet used
in this research was designed by the writer, its purpose was
to elicit information regarding the subject’s age, his ethnic

background, his family, his earlier educationsl environment,
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the time of his decimion to enter seminery, his training in
seminary, and certain other pertinent environmental factors
of earlier years that are commonly believed to have some
bearing on the choice of religious |ife. These data would
supply factors of variance enabling the testing of the null
hypothesia.,

This data sheet was highly objective in nature and
did not require the student to identify himself unless he
chose te do so, It could be answered in approximately two
to three minutes, A copy of this data sheet is presented
in Appendix |.

Study of Values. - The study of values as a means of

understanding personal ity gained some popularity during the
19307s, againat a background of predecessors who considered

i 2

this approach unscientific . Allport and Vernon™ designed

their test around six values, based on the persenality types
of Edward Sprangnrs « The six values are listed and de-

scribed in Appendix 2,

! William F, Dukes, "Paychological Study of Values”,

p letin, Vol. 52, No, |, issue of Jamuary,
s Po .

2 Gnrdon We Allport, Philip E. Vurnon and Gardner
Lindxey, of Di 8 for the S of Values, Boston,
"Ouﬂhtoﬂ N VO, » P ®

. 3 Eduard Sprenger, Types of Men E?g Ps¥chF!9§x ng
Eth of P n l ty, authorized transia on of the 5t oo
man edition W, Pigors, Halle (Saale), Mex Niemer

Veriag, 1928, xii-402 Pe
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The Study of Values was first publ ished in 393l4.

This test was adapted end trans!ated into French in 1944 by
Shevanalls at the University of (ttawa, In 1958, liport
and Vernon, with the colfaboration of Lindzey, published &
revised editioné, introducing new jtems, presenting @ more
econouical scoring system than in the original, and rede-
fining the social value measured by the test, with most of
the items revised to simplify wording, and to eliminaete out-
dated and overspecific cultural referancea7. in téﬁﬁ. a
third edition appeared but no changes were made in the test
items, The score sheet alone underwent revisionso

it is the 195] edition that was used in the present
study which aims to examine value patterns amongst seminar-
ians and possible variations in these patterns due to dJdiff-
erences in background, The 3Study of Valuss, although pre-
genting problems of a statistical nature te be explained

later in this chapter, proves useful as & research tool and

4 G, Allport, P.L. Vernon and G. Lindzey, op. cit.,

S G.W. Allport, P.E. Yernon and R.H. bhevanell Ouiate,
for lLe Juest] »nngir¢ Ag ¥, ‘ lles

6 G.W. Allport, P.E. Yernon and G, Lindzey, op. cit.
7 Lawrence F, Sheffer, in The Fourth Mental Meas

mogt§ Yearbook, O.K. Buros, Editor, Nighlend Pork, “.d., 1953,
Pe .

8 G.W. Allport, P.E. Vernon and G. tmdusv, \;amsaé
0

For the Study of Valuea, Boston, Houghton !!ifflen Co,., ’
Pe Y
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seemed well suited for this study both From the point of
view of level, and of content realistic to seminarians,
2. The Population Studied,

The group under study comprised 71 major seminar-
ians of Franco-American descent between the ages of 20 and
32, studying in five major seminaries in the iinited States
and Canade in 1957 and committed to sixteen American dio-
Ceses, Of these young men, 3| were in their first two years
of study, 16 in the middle two, and 24 in their last two years.
The term “Major Seminarian” is used in the strict sense meaning
a cleric engaged in the six years of study, two of philosophy
and four of theology, prior to ordination to the priasthoodgo

3. Experimental Procedure.

in each of the five seminaries, the Study of Values
and the perscnal data sheet were administered at one sitting.
Since the seminarians were not required to inscribe their names
on either instrument these were numbered to permit later pair-
ings The candidates were not permitted to score their own
tests,

The Study of Values yields scores on six values:
"theoretical”, "economic”, "aesthetic”, "social”, "political”
and "religious”, However, these are scores of relative

strength, not of absolute value, This fact would render

9 Codex Juris Canonicl, c.1354, Ho.2.
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illicit the calculation of group means and standard devi-
ations, Therefore the values were ranked in order of re-
lative strength for each candidate, These rankings were
then examined for possible pattern.

From the persona! data, twelve areas of variance were
chosen permitting the pairing of the group Ffor each area,

This pairing was guided largely by the work of Kauffaana'o

H in their investigations of background data in

and Delooz
relation to religious vocation. These areas of varience
are shown in Table |. The variants in the common pattern
for each of the twalve paired areas were plotted in 4X2
tables; variants in the relotive renk of each value for the
twelve paired areas were plotted in 3X2 tables, One of six
ranks was possible but for purposes of simpiification this
was reduced to three categories, namely, rank first or second,
third or fourth, fifth or sixth, An illustration of pattern
variance appears in Table |1, and of single value variance in
Table 111,

In Chapter 11l the patterning will be analyzed; the

differences in pattern, and rank of values due to variations

10 M, Kauffnenn, 0.P., A Propos d’une Lnguéte sur le
s Relligie Magcul i nes France, dans ie Egﬁgie-
Vg S yel {e | ivraison du 15 septembre,

i1 Py Del 8. J.
Paris, Caotcrna:,o?x'
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Table e~ Paire/! lersonal Lote Lote-
i selected for ctudy of signilicont
gories selected for ctudy of signiflice
differences in rotterns of values, lowing
numbers Falling into cach crategorye

Pairs
oe of R ) N
Pair Category K Cateory i
. From family of 3 or less 306 Family of 4 or iwre 35

2.,% First ‘wo ycars seminary 21 Last 2 years o4
S.b Other vocations in fTaumily 2 "o others o
4,¢ Catholic elementary school 61 Other y
5.9 Catholic High school 56 tther i3
6. VWas altar boy 5h0 Vas not iy
7 Considered Yocation by {.4 o7 Aftepr 14 34
Be Attended Hinor Seminory A4 Did net 27
Ve Spiritual Director Ltefore 17 § Later A2
0. YWorked | yr. or more 16 Lid not N
i, Belonged Parochial Organiz, 29 Did not 4o
12,7 xcellent Health 47 | oorep 23

a 12 students were in Jrd or 4th year theeliogy

b This includes brothers,sistors, uvnile., cuntyu, Tirst cousinc
¢ One student attended both

d Two students attended both

e Une failed to answer this question

{ One failed to answer this quescion
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Table ll,= Four by two table showing
variations in conformity to common pattern
in view of size of Tamily for the group.®

Personal Data Conformity to 3 part pattern

Category Total 273 /3 No
- Conformity Conformity Conformity Conformity

Family 3 or less 5 it i5 5

Family 4 or more 9 17 8 !

a N:71
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Table 11lsa= Three by two table showing
variation in rank of theoretical value in
terms of size of family Yor the group.®

Personal data
Rank f{or value

Category st or 2nd 3! or 4th gth or 6th

Family 3 or less 5 ¢y 14

e

Family 4 or more 5 21

6]
iy
-3
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in background, will be submitted to tests of significance.
This will permit a testing of the null hypothesise There
will be no mignificant differences in the patterns of values
of major seminarians, notwithstanding variations in age,

level of training and other personal background dota,



CHAPTFR 111
EXPERIMENTAL DATA AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

in Chapter |1 the experimental design was outlined.
it was stated that the ranked scores of the major seminar-
ians on the Study of Values would bn sxamined for possible
pattern, Should a pattern of rank emerge, variations in
this pattern in terms of differences in personal data, would
be studied for statistical signiflicance, Lastly, rank vari-
ations for each value in terms of personsl data would be ex-
amined, in this chapter the results of these investigations
will be presented,

1. Pattern of Yalues.

The value scores were ranked for each seminerian and
these ranks tabuleted according to frequency of occurrence
for sach value, Although tie ranks were omitted in this
analysis, it was noted later that their inclusion as half-
values did not alter the pattern, Table IV shows the distri-
bution of the forty~nine non-tied ranks for each of the 6
valuves,

Iin examining this distribution for possible pattern
it was seen that first place is held decisively by the “Re-
tigious” value, and sixth place by “Economic”, The second
and third places are held wost frequently by the “Social”

value so it is accorded rank second. since rank fifth
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Table V.~ Distribution of ranks for
the 6 values on the Study of Yalues for the

group,®

29

Ranks
Values Tst  2nd  3rd  4th 5th  G6th
Theoretical | 9 16 9 8
Economic 0 0 16 23
Aesthetic 4 6 il i i
Social 4 18 i6 3 2
Political 0 1o 5 10 5
" Religious 40 9 0 0

a N:49
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points up “Economic®, already decisively sixth, and rank
fourth is bimodal, it was decided that these ranks should
be omitted. We may then describe the most dominant common
pattern as: "Rel igious” first, "Social” second, and “Economic”
sixthe The qualitative significance of this pattern will be
discussed in the following chapter,

2. Pattern Varjations,

The personal data variations among the seminarians
were organized into twelve paired factors, Thase pairs were
presented in Teble | of the second chapter and may also be read
in Table ¥ of this chapter, in order to study pattern vari-
ation with regard te these paired personal data, 4X2 tables
as itlustrated in Table || of the previous chapter, were drawn
up for the calculastion of Chiz. in these tables the vertical
divisions represented the personal facters and the four hori-
zontal divisions the degrees of conformity to the three part
common pattern, Duec to small cell frequencies in certain in-
stances these were reduced to 2X2 tables by combining cells as
the material dictated, Chiz's were then calculated by the

Foruula.s

( fo = fe )2

X =

fe

| Henry E. Garrett, Statistics in PFsychol

%gﬁﬁggﬁgg, Third Edition, New York, Longmans Green and Co.,
s Po 243,
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Table VY.~ Significance of pattern

di fferences for personal data vaeriations
in the group, N:7!

T e—— T e ———— e
Personal xz p Signif- Greater Con=-
fFactor® icance fornity teo

Common Pattern
Ie 5.41 02 Significant 4 or more
2. 0.2703 «50=,70 NeSe Last 2 years
3. 0.03753 .80-,90 Na%e Ne others
4- 0.2559 .’0‘020 NeBo cath.“am.
5e 0.631 030=450  n.s. Cath high
6. 2.1061 o 10-,20 NeBy Not altar bﬂy
7. 00'9’3 050".70 NeBe Aftﬂ" '4
8, 0.577 «30-,50 NeS, Ko minor
9! 0002' v 0‘.90 NeBoe Aftﬁf t7
'o. 0.0030 -95"-98 NeBe ‘Norkars
“- 0.“82 -76"'80 e o No Wﬂ-
'2 00‘353 070".80 NeSB, PW health

a |. Family 3 or less

3.
4.
L
6.

/e

%
10,
1.
12,

First 2 yre. seminary
Other vocations in family

Catholic elem,achool

Catholic high school

Was altar boy

Considered vocation by 14
Attended minor aeninary
Spiritua! director bafore 17
Worked | yr. or more

Belonged Parochial Organization
Eacol?ent heal th

4 or more
Last 2 years
No others
Other
Other

Was not
After 14
Did not
Later

Did not
Did not
Poorer
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When small cell frequencies demanded it, the correction for
continuity was nadcz. The results of this variation study
moy be read in Table Vo Whereas a significant difference
is found only in the case of the first factor, that is, veri-
atlon in fewily size, the direction of greater conforaity
is indicated in each case,

3. Rank Variations for Each Value.

The purpose of this phase of the study was to examine
the slgnificance of possible differences in relative rank for
each of the six values in relation to variance in the twelve
personal dats pairs, For this purpose, 3X2 tables were drawn
up in which the vertical division represented the personal fac-
tors and tho three horizontal divisions the pank for the value
shown es high for rank first or secend, medium for rank third
or fourth and low for rank fifth or sixth, An illustration
of these tables was seen in Table |1} of the previous chapter.
in the case of small frequencies, combinations were affected,
and correction for continuity made when still necessary.

Table ¥l Indicates significance of rank differences for
the “Theoretical®” value in terms of personal deta variance with
the direction of difference noted, Although differences are

seen in each case, none is significant, Regarding the second

2 J.P. Guilford, F?gdamengaa SEggistics En Pg%gho!oﬂx
and Education, Second Edition, Mew York, sraw-Hi ;
Oe, ’ 9'578'
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Table Vi.~ Significance of rank diff-
erencaes for “"Theoretical” value for the
group, @
e ——— e e
Factor %2 p Signi- Highar
ficance Rank
{e Family 8275 L,30-.50 NeSa 4 or more
2. Training 3.151 «05~,10 NeSe Ist 2 yrs.
3. Other Vocations 1,178 ,20-,30 NeSe no others
4. Elem.School 2907 ,50-,70 NeSe Cath.elem,
5. High SChOO' 00'6 090 NeBe Cath.high
6. Altar boy «029 080-090 NeBe Altae boy
g. Vocation age <00 <80 NeS, after 14
v Minor sem, 024 L80-,.90 NeSe No @inor
9, 3sptl.Director 0025 .95-1,0 NeSe after 17
0. Work " o0263 .80-.90 NeS, Yorke rs
il. Organizations 2156 .50-,70 ReSe Organ,
12, Health 1.057 &30-.50 ReSe Healthy

a N:71
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factor, level of training, it is seen that a difference
approaching significance obtaina, with higher ranking for the
*Theoretical” value by those in their First two years of
grand seminary.

In Table Vil may be read the significance of rank diff-
erence for the “Economic” value. Differences and their dir-
ection are noted for each of the twe!vs personal factors but
none is seen to be significant,

Yariance and direction in renk for the "Aesthetic”
value are seen in Table Viil, Here it is noted in factor
five regarding attendance or noneattendance of Catholic high
school, that those seminarians who had not attended a Cathol-
ic high achool rank this value significantly higher, No other
differences are found to be significant, but factor twelve
deal ing with state of health, shows a difference approaching
significance with those in poorer health ranking the
*Aesthetic” value higher,

Table |IX reports on variation and direction in ranking
the "Social” value, MNo significant differences are noted.

The “Political”™ value iz examined for variation in
Table X, The differences are not significant, The health
factor again shows a difference approaching significoence with
the healthier seminarians according a high rank to the “Polit~
ical” value,

in Table X1 variation and direction of rank for the
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Table Vil.~ Significance of rank diff-
ercnces fTor "Ecanomie®™ value for the

Qm\lp.a
2 Signi=- Higher

Factor X P ficance Rank

l. «58 030, 5¢C NeS. 3 or less

2- '007 ' .3@ NeS, 'ﬂt 2

30 00482 u&O"uW NaBe VOQ.

4- '335 - 0".70 Ne8, Cath.e!ea:.

5. «045 »80=,90 NeBe no Cath.high

6. 00037 095"".° faSe Not a!tar boy

70 '.077 .30 NaBy B'Ftel’ '4

8' .3234 .80-.93 NeSB, &ﬁmr‘

9. 1,110 «20-,30 NeS. after 17

10. 0'56 .50"'.70 NeBe Non-wk .

. 1.110 «20-, 30 NeS, Organ.

12, ‘665 e 30=,50 feBo ﬁaelthy

a N:71
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Table Vill.= Significance of rank diffua
erences for “Aesthetic™ value for the group,

Factor X Ly Signi=- Higher
ficance Rank

'. '0'08 -20"'30 S 3 or ‘033

2. « 9044 .g «50 NeSe Last 2

de 0057 . 0"’-% NeBe No others

4. 20508 .H-.EO Rebe No Cath.elcm.
g. 6.475 .0""‘.02 BH}- HO Caﬁh.higﬁ
. .025 QS&QW NeSe Not B'tar hoy
7. .386 -50".70 NaSe Aftﬂ‘ !4

8. "‘8’ -70‘:80 NeBe Minor

9- -766 .30-'.50 NeGao Aft&" l?

10. « 0527 e 80=,90 NeS, Worker

1. «766 30450 NaSe o Crgan,

'2. 304'5 005“"9 2 % - M Poor h&ﬂ'th
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Table 1X.~ Significance of rank diff-
erences Tor “Social” value for the group.®

Factor x2 p Signi= Higher
ficance Rank

f. «379 0 50=,70 flaBe 4 or more
2¢ " .30""50 NeS« Last 2
3. -99 .30— 50 NeSs Vcc.
4- .6"4 .30"&50 a8y c&th.ﬁ!e&.
5. ] 0532 v 20=,30 a8 Cath.htgh
Ge -3'6 v 20-430 NuBa Not Altar b@y
7. 00096 .90" 95 NeSe Aft&f’ '4
8. "496 ..&0*.¢9 NSy ﬁﬂ Miw
9 03374 .60*- 50 NeBe By i7
'0‘ .325 -50"‘./9 Nafe Rﬁ “ﬂ(.
i, '984’ .79—.50 NeSu No Organ,
12, «439 2 50-,70 n.s, Poor health

a N: 7%



EXPERIMENTAL DATA AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 38

Table X.~ Significance of rank diff-
erences for "Political” value for the group.®

Factor x2 P Signi= Higher
ficance Rank
'. .2295 .50"’.70 NaBa 4 or more
2. 2.583 .'0—.20 NaeS, Laast 2
3. 03509 .50-.70 NaBe Voc.
4- 00064 090"'.95 NeBe No Cath.elom.
5. 2.166 «10=,20 NeS. Cath.high
6. .'860 050'.70 NaBa A‘t“ hy
7. .0460 18&'90 MNeB By '4
8. .8823 .30“.50 NeSe No Minor
9. O4'999 ¢30"-5° NeBae BY '7
'ol 00689 -70".80 eS8 s ﬁorkor
”0 0'357 070"-80 NeBe No Ne
'20 3.343 005‘.'0 NeBoe Hcﬂ't } 4
a N:71
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Table Xl.~ Significance of rank diff-
erences for "Religious” value for the group,

Factor x3 P Signi- Higher
ficance Rank
fe 3.1650 " e08=e 10 NeB. 4 or more
2. 00048 o’s“' 0 BeBo Last 2
3. 0610 -.éo NeS, No others
gg .MG .95";?0 "NeBe No Mh..l“.
6. o.g‘as ’ gg—: 760 NaBe NN: 2:th. mgh
. . ‘. . NeSe tar
7. 00343 [ ] ° .0 [ ] B “-
8. 009" o?@ogg :.:- N%m Sou.
9. +0155 ' - 90 NeBs After 17
:?O ogggg 'gg"'-% NeSe M‘P
12, 0732 .70-.80 nes. Heal thy

a N:7}
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“Rel igious” value are reporteds There are no significent

di fFferences, however family size, or Tacter 1, shows o diff-

erence approaching significance with the higher rank in faver

of those from families of four or more children,



CHAPTER 1V
INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS

The problem of this research was to investigate
possible value patterns awong a group of major seminarisns
as measured by the Study of Valuss, and to discuss vari-
ations that might occur in terms of personal and environ-
mental factors. The null hypothesis stated that no such
value pattern existed, and this notwithstanding diFPcreacey
in ago, level of seminary training, position in the family,
number of religious in the family and other differentiating
personal and background factors,

In Chapter 1!l the ranked scores of the seminarians
on the Study of Values were anslyzed Tor possible patterning.
An examination of Table 4v; showing the distribution of ranks
for each of the six values, yielded a three part pattern, A
study of this pattern in terms of personal data variation was
reported in Table ¥V, Rank variations for cach value were
then studied and presented in Tables Vi to Xl. in this chap~
ter these results will be discussed.

It will be recalied that the pattern emerging placed
the "Raligious” value first, "Social” second, and *Economic”

sixth, If we examine the brief descriptions of these value
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types as given by Allport, Vernor and Lindzey in their lQSI'
and l9602 manuals we may gain a first simple insight into the
kind of person indicated by the pattern in terms of Sprangsr'ss
types.

*The highest value of the religious man may be
called unitys He is mystical, and seeks to comprehend the
cosmos as a whole, to relate himself to its embracing total-
ity."'4 it is explained further that there are immanent
myatics who find their religious adaptation in life itself
whilst others, transcendental mystics, secek to unite with a
higher real ity through withdrawal., Since the pattern involves
*Social” value as second, it scoms that the person fitting the
pattern would be of the immanent type with involvement in
social interchange and interest in the welfare of others.

By placing the “Economic” value sixth in their pattern
the seminarians generally show lack of interest in the useful,

the practical affairs of the business worlid,

Vernon, Gardner lindzey,
g, Boston, Houghton

! Gordon W. Allport, Phiti
* i St u of Vg

2 Gordon W, Allport, Philip L. Vernon, Gardner Lindzey,

Hanuel Dir £ of Val Boston, illoughton
“1' n o.' '] p.
3 Eduard Spranger, es of Men, the ?gig%o!oﬁx and
Eth f P naljty, authorized transfation of the Sth German
on «He Pigors, Halle (Saale), Max Hiemer Verlag,

3928 xii—402 Pe
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Thus, a brief, cooposite sheteh of € .0 porsons
yielding this pattern would indicate individuasls with relat-
ively tittle intoresl sn Susiness .o Lhe paterial benelits
o, tife, Lot rot'wr in 1ife’s deeper, sore complete meaning
and ,.urpose aoverned by the design of & supreme Loing, and
this witnessed in socisl encounter, service and interaction.

The noture of the pattern palns in richness with an
examination of Sprang&ﬁ'ﬁg own coruentary on the valuos, Je
sees the “Religious” value Jominant in the nerson in guest of
a totel meaning of lile, a quest marked by restliessness and
dissatis?ectianﬁ, and pursued by means of & logie that trans-
cends rational iagicy. The salvation of the soul is seen
as wore important than its | urmonious developwent; the motope
ial thinus of [ife viewed oy ¢ifts of (od serving te preserve
and ﬁreﬁsformg.

in this total evaluotion, no uspect »f earthly life

supercedad the social in ioportunce, This value bespeaks

the impulso to give oneself in love to another in ovder to

5 Eduard Spranger, On, Cit., p. §09-240,
6 tdem, lhide, pe 2172
7 bdem, Ibid., p. 224,
8 ldem, ibid., pe 226,
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assure his highest devolopnentg. Sympathy, surrender, for-
giveness and not mere understanding are the rule in this ex-
chonge'o.

The "Economic” value, indicates consideration only
for the utilitarian, It sees everything as a means for
sel f~preservation, for rendering life pleasant for oneseif"-
Unappl ied knowledge, or truths not immediately useful, are
seean as unnecessary.

The disharmony between these views and the social and
religious attitude is immediately evident. The "Economic”
demands that interest in, or service to others be utilitarian
and profitable, God is seen solely as a wealthy giver of
useful gifts‘zo

Synthesizing these more penctrating qual ifications
we see the particular constellation of rankings as indicating
persons deeply invelved in |ife but on very particular terms,
There is evidence of the awarcnass of a definite and carefully
el aborated plan from the hand of a Supreme Being who is the
object of highest personal vaelue experience. The purpose of

life then is to search for an understanding of this plan and

9 ldem, 1bid., p. 172,
10 idem, {bid., p. 175,
i1 ldem, ibid., p. 133,
12 tdem, Ibid., p. 139.
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to achieve its real ization through social activity vhere
others are szeen as important elewents, honored Tor their
great value, and loved in the process of self effacement,
All other natural products are but means to the one unified
real ization with no consideration of their usefulness for
self. The one pre-occupation is the knowledge of, and ser-
vice to God within the framework of social existence.

The subjects of this experiment are major seminarione
studying for the secular clergy; their work, the fulfilling
of God’s Will in the development of personal sanctity and
service to their fellow man in their quest for the reeliza-
tion of the eternal designu. This social involvement is
pointed up in the ranking of the social value second only to
the rwligious§4. Their master aim would effect a relegation
of other utilitarian values to the lowest ranksis.

Table V of Chapter i} records the significance of
pettern differences {or personal data variations in the group.
The variance of pattern related to the first personal factor,

famiiy size, alone proved to be significantly different from

the pattern found for the group, This variance was seen to

i3 Pope John XXI1i{, "A Call to Seminarians”, in The

Poee %ﬁkg, Voli, e e 4' H}GS}, P 321,
14 tdem ”Qgﬁngela for Seminarians”, in The Pope
Speaks, Vol. 6,'N9. . . Ps 300, el

15 ldem, lbid., p. 365.
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be significant at the 0,02 level of confidence with the
greater conformity to the commen patiern among those seme
ineriang from Tamilies of Ffour or more childrean, Tavle

Xil of this chapter shows the distribution of non-conforming
ranks in families of three children or leas. It may be
noted that the "Religiocus® value dropped o zecond place
whereas in six cases the "Sociol” has risen te {irst, This
would seem to submtantiote Sgranger’s clais that no value
nore closely resembles the "leligious” than the "Social”
valunlé. The "Social” velue hes dropped te third in thirteen
cases end te Tourth, Fifth or asixth in gix coses. The
PEconomic® occupies rank First In one casc, third or fourth
in ten caves and Fifth in ten cases, it may bte hypothesized
that the altered “Social” position indicates that the ailiesu
of a smaller family is less Favoreble to the development of
altruistic sttitudes, and that a tendercy to place 2 higher
premium on the transient and utiliterian, evidenced by the
higher ranking of the “"Economic” value for this group points
ur the posgibility thet the relative wnoskening of attention
to the needs of others rosulitas i o heightened interest in

thinns personally useful,

16 Eduard Jpranger, Ops Cite, pe 179
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Table Xllo=~ Rank disteibution of values
in the common pattern for seminarians from
fomilies of three children or less, N:360

Rank
Yalue i e K] 'y 5 )
Rel igious #y 10 0 0 0 0
Social 6 #* 13 2 2 2
Economie ! 0 5 5 10 #

a The asterisks mark the common pattern for the
entire sample



{NTERPRETATION OF RESULTS 48

Several investigations seem to support this hypoth-
esls, ‘"Delooa'7; in a sociological survey of vocations in
Belgium, reports that for the group of 2000 children he
studied, there was a greater tendency towards the priesthood
in those from families having four or more children,
Kanffnann'a; in a study of male religious vecations in France,
found |ikewise that prespective vocations came mainly from
largii fanilies of lower socio-economic levels, in a‘utudy
of personal vslues as rolated te religious backgrounds, ‘
Noodruff'9 found that higher religious values were associated
with low Interest in wealth, formal soclety !ife and political
power,

The slignificance of rank difference for- each of the six
values was reported in Tables VI to Xl inclusive of Chapter 111,
One significant difference was found, end that for the "Aesth=
etic” value. It was noted that those seminarians who had
attended nen~Catholic high schools placed the "Aesthetic”
value significantly higher than those who had attended Cath-
olic high school, and this betweon the 0.0l and 0,02 levels

17 PuDeleoz, 3.4, 52uasaei_nn.&aa&:ileuﬁss_zzsssag?.
Paris, Casterwman, 1954, p. Y. ,

18 M, Kauffmann, 0.,P., “Enquéte sur les Vocations Re-
ligleuses Mascuy!ines en France”, in a [

“‘. 38. ‘O‘M Of SCM““P ’ * Po - -

19 A.D. Woodruff, "Perzonal Values and Religious Back-
grounds”, P Vol. 22, 1945, p. 141-147.
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of confidence, It way be arcued 1ot o rossible diffepence
of curriculum with greater ewphasis on 1he fine arts in the
non=Catliol ic schoois would account Topr tiis fact, Jowever,
speciTic research in chis areo would o needed te elarify
the issue,.

in the differences approachin, significance are found
first the “Theoretical® vaolue ranked higher Ly those in theis
fFirst two years of training. This wi jht suggesat that truch
is seen and appreciated at first in its wmore obatract value,
and later, in the last yvears of training, rather os the vahicle
of verities of religicus connotation end value. the Four
years of theological studies and pastoral treining following
the first two of phiiosophical considerations would seen to
favor this shift in emphasis,

it is noted secendly, that those in poorer health
rank "Aesthetic” higher with s difference approaeching sfrnif-
icance, whereas the healthier students approceh o significonte
ly bivher prank for the “Peliticael” valuee It could v hypo-
thesized that the healthier would . more apt to dovelop snd
express to gsomo degrec the will to pawarZG due to theis
abundant energy rescurces, whoreas th less ealthy (ot e

cueh by way of cormpensstion oa Vror o orecter oL ubwunidy for

20 Eduard Spranger, Op, Cit., pe 189.
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observation and reflexion, would discover the satisfaction
and value of pondering the beautiful.

Lestly, those from families of four or more children
tend to rank “Rel igious” higher than those of the'snallor
familles. This difference is closely related to, ond in-
volved in, the discussion of the pattern variance of Table
V, where it was noted that in the non-conforming ranks,

*Rel igious” dropped to second place in ten instences. The
argument of greater soclal development and sensitivity in
larger families might very well apply here too.

in Chapter |, three studies were seen that made use
of the 1931 edition of the Study of Valuss. McCarthy?!, by
means of a battery of tests, exsmined 85 major seminarians
and 144 minor seminarians in an attempt to develop an effec-

22 on the

Study of Vaiues for the major seminarians show a pattern
identical to that found in this study, but for the miner

tive personal ity testing program., His results

seminarians only the "Religlious” value coincides, with
“Social” third and “Economic” fourth, it will be recalled
that those from smaller families in the present study ranked
“Economic” twanty times third, fourth or fifth, It was

21 Thoo J. Mccarth‘ 'Poraonclity Traits of Semin-
ariane”, in Studias niogy and Pevchiats
Ne. 4,
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argued that this may be due to the wesker social influences
and greater tendency to attend to the utilitorian. in the
case of the minor seminarions & contributory ccuse ight be
found in the relatively now community life they are living
which as yet has not evoked the level of altruistic be-
havior possible in th: later years of seminary life.

{n her study of 148 fenmale novices Sister Richarde
Peterazg used, among other tests, the 1931 3tudy of Values,
but because of the relatively low reliability of the "Social”

scale reported by the authoraz4

5

other values oniyz e The novices rank "Religious” first,

, she has reported on the five

“Aeathetic” second, and "Economic” last or fifth, agreeing

with the pattern of this study in two of the three ranks,
26

Burke® ', in & study aimed at discovering a battery

of tests for predicting success in minor seminarians, reports
on the ranks of the six values of the Study of Valueg27. Only

in the "Religious® is the pattern similar to that of this study.

23 Sister Nicharda Peters, "A Study of the Intercorrel-
ation of Personal ity Traits among a Group of Novices in Re-

ligious Communities”, in Studieg in Psychology and Paychiotry
Vol. S, No. 7, 1942,"38 v . ’
24 Aliport, Vernon, lindzey, 0Ups Cit., 195!, p. G

25 Sister Richarda Peters, Op, Cit., p. i3,

26 Henry R. Burke, $.S., P cCe8s-
ful Hing% Seminagi?ng, Washington, c liniversity of
merica Press, 194/, vii-05 p.

27 {dem, !b!é., e 2.
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The “Economic” is third, higher again than the fourth pos-
ition it held for the minor seminarians in the study of
McCartbyzg. This would seem to further support the hypoth=-
esis that minor seminarians have not as yeot the hisrarchy of

values that places altruism before the utilitarian, However,

a study of minor seminarians using the 1951 or 1960 edition
29

of the Stuydy of Velues with the improved "Secial® scale
might help clarify this paint,

The null hypothesis stated ne significant variation
of value pattern would be found for the group notwithstanding
variations in personal background, First it wos discovered
that a three part pattern existed for the group. When the
vartations in this pattern due to variations in personal back-
ground were submitted to teats of significance it was found
that for the twelve factors under discussion only one case of
significant difference was found, that involving fanmily size,
A study of the rank varience for each value in terms of the
personal factors showed a sionificantly higher rank solely
for the "Aesthetic” value among those having attended non-
Catholic high schools, Zince the hypothesis stated that no

variation in pattern would occur, it would be rejected only

28 Thos. J. McCarthy, Op, Cit., pe 10
29 Allpert, Vernon, Lindzey, Op, Cit., 1960, p. 9.



INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS 53

in part because for the twelve paired variations ia back~
ground, one instanceo of statistically significant vari-
ation of the pettern was lound, and only enc significant
variation of rank among the six values. it may be stoted
than, that the null hypothesis would have to be accepted Tor
the total picture, and rejected only in part for the vapi-
ations noted,

Although it wos stated in Chapter 11l that the scores
of the Studv of Velues, being measures of relative strength
of the six "values”, do not permit the calculation of group
means and standard deviations, it will be of interest to com-
pare the test results of this study with those of a group of
fifteen theological students for whom the authors of the test
report means and sigmasgg. B3ince raw data for this group
wepre not avaiiabiegg, group means ond sigmas were calculated
for the seventy-one seminarians of this study for purposes of
comparison, These date, as also the group means ond sipmes
for the thirty-one theological studeats reported by the
authors in !96032, appear in Table Xitl,

tthen these deta arc exanined in terms of value pabiern

30 idem, fbid., 1950, pe. 10,

31 Pergonal Corres anganﬁg of the Author, letter of
Gordon /s Allport, professor of Harvard University, doted
JQctober 7, 1955,

32 Allport, Vernon, Lindzey, Up, Cit., 1960, p, 14
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Yoo

Tanle Xille= lwans, signus ond rasis: o6
the Study of Values Tor the exrerimental group
cns the 43 aroups o theonlo-ieni students r o«
poi ted by Aliport, Vernon an Lindzeve

Sroups
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-~

it can be seen thet the tri-part p&ﬁtmrn*d found by the
ranking method of this study corresponds to the ranks of
these three values in the schemata of means for the three
LPOUDS e 1F the weans of the /{iport, Vernon, Lindzey
34

sample of fifteen theological students are compared teo

those of the seventy-one vewinarians o, thic study wonue of

the differences of the means is found o e significantly

di fferent, I¥ the six means orF the 1960 group of 3§ theo=
logical students are compared to those of the najor semin-
arians of this study, four significant differences in the
*Theoretical”, "fconcwmic®, “Social”, end"Religious” values

are noted, in which, due to the measure of relative strength,
the weaker "Theoretical” and "Leconomic” values of the

Allport, Vernon, Lindzey sample allow for the stronger "Social”
and "Rel igious® scores in the group,

Since the data just presented cannot be oxamined in
reletion to devietion in personal background, it is not posa-
ible to relote them Jirectly to the hypothesis of this re=-
search, However it is of acadesntic interest to note that the

common pattern of the group in this study iz observed like=

wise in the yroups reperted Ly Ulport, Vernon ond Lindzey,

s ] - < P o * o °
33 "Religious” Tirst, “dociol® second, "Feenouic®
:ﬂxt:h.

34 illiport, Yernon, Limdzey, Op. Tit., 1730, ne 10
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in the felliovwing section the results of the re~
search are susmarized, conclusions are presented and a few
recommendat ions made that might lead to further research.

56



SUMHARY ANL CONCLUEIONS

This research was carried ocut for the purpose of
studying the relative strength and patterning of values
among a group of 7! Franco-Americon major seminarians with
verying perscnal background, training for the priesthood in
five seminaries in the United States and Canada, Their
ages varied from 20 to 32 vears.

The resesrch tocls consisted of the Study of Values
by Allpert, Verron and Lindzey based on the six personality
"types” of Spranger, and of a personal data yuestionnaire.
The personal data thus obtained peramitted the establ ighment
of twelve areaz of variance allowing for the pairing of the
group feor each area,

It was hypothesized that there would be no variance
in value pattern for the greup and this notwithstanding vari-
ations in personal beckground,

Tha question of religious vocation as related to howme,
school and church environment is a coroliary of the main
problem and indications of relevance arising from an examine
ation of pattern and rank vaeriance among the values in re-
lation to varying background were under observation,

An examination of the ranked values yielded a three
part pattern for the group: “Reiigious” Tirat, “Social”
second and "Economic” sixth, with the other values failing to
show congsistent patterning, When pattern variation in terms

of the twelve areas of variation was studied, the difference
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of pattern for only one of the twelve categories proyca

to be statistically significant, that of family size,

where those seminarians from families of four or more
children showed the grsater conformity. When the veriastion
in rank for each of the six values in sccordance with vari-
ation in personal data was examined it was found that of the
seventy~tus possibiliities for variance, only one proved
statistically significant between the 0,02 and 0.0! levels
of confidence, whore seminsrlions who had attended non-Ceth-
ofle high schoels ranked higher in the "Aesthetic” value
than those from Cethofic high schools, °

in terms of Spranger’s thnory; the chmmon pattern
found for the greup depicts the seminariens as having re-
jatively little interest in the material benefits of living,
but rather in 1|fe’s more embracing aspects under ths direction
of a Supreme Being, expressed and reslized in soclal ene
counter,

The two significent variations discovered do not permit
the complete rejection of the hypothesis of no variation in
pattern, howsver they ralse important issues for further re-
search,’

The higher ranking of the "Aesthetic” value by those
seninarians having attendsd non-~Catholic high schools prempts
a feeling of concern for the cultural |ife of seminarians.

it may be postulated that insufficient attention is given te
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appreciation of the beautiful in minor seminaries and
Cathol jc high schools, leading to relative insensitivity to
those values so necessary to the perscnal enrichment of sem-
inarians. The romifications of this richer cultura!l back-
ground ere of such importance in persosc! sdjustnent, liturg-
icel expression and the diversified exercise of pastoral
duties that the advisability ef investigation of this problem
would seew strongly indicated.

Surveys have shown that religious weations tend to
come From larger familias, The present study showed that
thosze from small Familirs varied Trom the common pattern
farcely in terms of » lower rank for the “Social® value. It
vould be o¢f interest tc see the ranking of this value by groups
of non-seminarians from homes of various sizes in relation to
thelr involvement in religion or interest in religious !{fe,

The consistently high ranking of the *Religious” value
would seem te indicate that this particular scale might lack
the sensitivity reqired for finer differentiation., An axom
ination of the ranking of this value for & large nusber of
generaliy active religious lay people might cast some light on
this problem,

The question might be raised as to whether or not re-
ligious groups such as contemplative nuns and monks would pre-
sent value patterns jdentical to that of the group in this

study, A difference in patterning in this case would have



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 60

important bearing on the use of the Study of Valugs for
the purpose of studying prospective vocations,
Research in these and related problems is needed
for a groatér understanding of the personality structure
of those engaged in, preparing for or contemplating the life

of secular priest or religious.
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PERSONAL DATA SHEET

Noame : Somi narys
The Number on my Test Booklet is:
le | am Frenco-American because of my:

Father’s ancestyy Mother’s Both
underline one)

2, My age is:
3. Underline your status in Seminary:
Ist Phil 2nd Phil ist Theel 2nd Theol
3rd Theo!  4th Theol
4e | am atudying for sevavsvessvcscsonsesccscDiocese,
5. My h;no town I8 cevnses In the State of ceceesevcsnsece
6. | have received the following Orders: {undar! ine)
Tonsure Porter Lector Exorcist Acolyte Sub-~Deacon
Peacon |
7. There are cvsss children in our femily: .... boys and
cees glris,
8. | am the Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th &th 7th 8th 9th J0th
Iith 12th chitd {(underline one)

9. Are you sure you have marked on this sheet the number of
your test booklet?

10, Are any of your brothers or sisters priests, nuns or lay
brothers? Your father? Specify :

(A ARAR SRR ERE EE N RN Y R N Y R R N N YN R R R Y RN E NN )

(A AL R AL R AR A 2 A RN R N Y Y R R Y Y NS Y R R R L)



12,

13.

4.

's.

16,

7.

.8.

9.

20,

21,

22,
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Have you any first cousins, uncles or aunts, who are
priests, nuns or lay brothers? Specify :

XXX AZESEIRSRRERRRRN AR RN R AR N AR RA R B J

XX AR RS SANEZYEYARENERRNRRNRRR RN R R N R RO N

Did there exist a friendship hntwe?n you and your
gos&ar. his eurate(s), or another priest(s) of your
ome town? ‘
(under! ine one) Yes No

| attended elementary scheool in a :

Cathel ic School Public School (underline one)
| attended High School in a :

Cethol ic School Public School  (under!ine one)
| was an altar boy from age coes
| was never an altar boy .... (mark with an X)
| was age .uve when | first gseriously considered the

rel igious vocation.
Did you attend a Minor Seminary before Philosophy?
Yes  Ne {(underl ine one)

:t.tartad to see a spiritual director regularly
A0G seee

Did you work & full year gar nore; before entering semin-
ary? Yas Ne (underiine one

Have you entered the number of your test booklet et the
top of this questionnaire?

| enjoy : excellent health moderate health
poor health {(underline one)

| betongad to the following diocesan or parechial organ-
ixatigns :

(AL AR A Z L R R A Y R A N Y Y R Y N Y Y A R RS R
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23. In elementary school | was taught by :

Nuns Brothers (underline one if it applies)

24. in high school | was taught by :

Nuns Brothers (underline one if it applies)



APPENDIX 2
VALUES BEASURSD BY THE STUoY of vaLues!

l. The Theoretical. The dominont intorest of the
theoretical man is the discovery of truth, In the pursuit
of this goal he characteristically taokes a "cognitive” atti-
tude, one that looks for identities and differences; one
that divests itself of judgments regording the beauty or
utility of objects, and seeks only to observe and to reason,
Since the interests of the theoretical man are empirical
eritical, and rational, he is necessarily an intﬁilectuafist,
Fruquantfy a scisntist or philosopher, His chief alum in
lifa is to order and systematize hic knowledge.

2. The Economic. The economic man is characterist-
ically interested in what is useful, Based originally upon
the satisfaction of bodily needs {self-preservation), the
interest in utilities develops to embrace the practical -
affairs of the busineas world - the production, marketing, and
consumption of goods, the elaboration of credit, and the sccum-
ulation of tangible wealth, This type is thorouchly "pract-
ical” and conforms well to the prevailing stereotype of the
average American business man,

3. The Assthetic. The aesthetic man sees his highest
value in form and harmony., Each single experience is Judged
from the standpoint of grace, symmtry, or fitness, He re-
gards |ife as a procession of events; each single impression
is enjoyed for its own sake, He need not be a creative art-
ist; nor need he be effete; he is aesthetic if he but finds
his chief interest in the artistic episodes of |ife,

4e The Social., The highest value for this type is
love of people, in the Study of Values it is the altruistic
or philanthropic aspect of love that is measured. The social
wan prizes other persons as ends, and is therefore himself
kind, sympathetic, and unselfish, He is likely to find the
theoretical, economic, and aesthetic attitudes cold and in-
human, In contrast to the political type, the social man
regards love as itself the only suitable form of human rela-
tionship., Spranger adds that in its purest form the social
intereat is selfless and tends to approach very closely to
the religious attitude.
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5., The Political, The politicael man is interested
primarily in power. His activities are not necessarily with-
in the narrow field of politics; but whatever his vocation, he
betrays himself e & Mechtwenseh, Leaders in sny field gen~
erally have high power value, Since competition and struggle
play a large part in all 1life, wany philosophers have seen
power as the most universal and most fundamental of motives.
There are, however, certain personalities in whom the desire
for a direct expression of this motive is uppermost, who wish
above all else for personal pewer, influence, and renown,

6., The Religious. The highest value of the religious
man may be called unity, He is mystical, and sesks to compre-
hend the cosmos as & whole, to relate hinself to its embracing
totality, Sprenger defines the religious man as one “whose
mental atructure is permanently directad to the creation of
the highest and absolutely satisfying value experience.”.
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ABSTRACT OF

Previous studies have axamined general personal ity
structuru; predieti5n of perseverance, interests and ad~
Justment among major and minor seminarians, HNo spacific
study of value patterning among major semsinarians was re-
ported however, |

) The purpose of this research was to determine whether
or not the values measured by the Allport, VarAan, Lindzey
Study of Values would show a specific pattern for a group of
Franco-American major seminarians notuwithstanding veriations
in personal background,

The Study of Vafues and a personal data sheet were ad-
ministered to 7} Frénce~kmerlnan major seminarians in Five
seminaries in the United States and Canada, The values for
anh seninarian were ranked in order of relative strength and
the results examined for posaible pattern. Twelve areas of
variance were eﬁoaan from the personal data permitting the
pairing of the group in extremes for esach area. The vari-
ants in the common pattern for each of the twelve paired

areas, and the varfants in relative strength of each value for
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these arcas were studied for significance.

An exasmination of the ranked values revealed a
pattern placing the Religious value first, Social value
second end Economic value sixthe The only significant
varistion in this pattern occcurred in the case of those
seminarians from Families having three children or less as
compared to those of four children or more with the larger
family showing significantly greater conformity to the common
pattern, A study of the variation in the relative strength
of each value occasioned by variation in the personal data
revealed one signiflicant difference with those having attend-
ed a non-Catholic high schoo! ranking the Aesthetic value
significantly higher than those having attended a Cathelic
high school,

It was suggested that the smaller family provided a
milieu less favorable to the development of altruistic atti-
tudes. With regard to the higher sesthetic ranking by those
having attended non-Catholic high schoo! the hypothesis of
greater attention to aesthetics in these non«Cathollic institu-
tions was propesed,

Since the null hypothesis stated that no significant
variation of value pattern would be found for the group not-
withstanding variations in personal background, the results
uphold this hypothesis in the main, exception made for the two

significant differences noted,
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The need for furthor research was suggested with re-
gard to the relationship betwesn family size and religious
interest and valusa., It was noted | ikewise that the religi~
ous secale on the Study of Values might, with profit, be
teated for sensitivity perhaps on a large group of generally
active religious lay people,



